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Firsnciel implications of the dscislons taken by the Economic
‘and Social Council iun regevd to the regionel economic coumissione

Thirteenth report of 1940 of the
Advisory Committes on Adminlstrative end Budgetery Questions

1. In aceordence with a decision teken by the Fifth Commlttee et its 205th
meeting on 21 October 1949, the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questlons has exémiqed tho supplementary estimates for the finsncial
yorr 1950 submitted Ty the Secretary-Generel in document A/C.5/32k. '

2. The estimates are set out below:

Criginal Supplerentary "Revised
estimates estinates estinatesn
recommended by (4/C.5/324)  submitted by
the Advisory - the Secretary
Cormittes General
- 5 i ' 5
Section 22, Economic Commisgion _
for Asia and the Far Rest 598,850 - 88,000 686,850
Section 23. Economic Commission
" for Iatin Auerica L50,500 - 75,000 . 525,500

3,  The Advisory Coumittes deslres to offer the following observatinons cn the
akcve supplementary items: '
kL, ' The resolutions (233 (IX) A and 23% (IX) A) iun which the Fconomic and
Social Council took note, at its ninth session, of the annual reporta of the
above Commissionse contain the following paragraph
"/The Economlc and Socizl Council/ Recownends that the necessary funds
be allocated for the purposz of implémsnting declsions of the fourth
sesslon* of the Commission.....vhich require undertaking nev studies
and activities, should the btudget for 1949 prove inadequatéz"

¥ Becond sesslon of the Commisslion in the case of ECIA,
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The Advisory Ccmmittee believes that it wae not -the intention of the Council
to recommend that the Economic Commissions concerned should do ctherwles

than make a cauticus and selective start with new etudies end activitles.

Economic Commigsion for Asie and the Far Faopt

5. Thirteen additicnal posts are regquested for 1950 at an estimated cost of
$88,000. In this connexion, the Advisory Committee notes that the projects
outlined in the report by the Secrstary-leneral (A/C.5/32l) for the most
part represent an expansion of work already initiated by the Commission. It
seems doubtful to the Cormittee whether an expansion of the order of LO per

cent in a single year can in the present circumetances be Justified. It 18
therefore recommended that the propossd new posts be reduced from 13 to 10,
& nurber which should be sufficient for the more urgent agpscts of the work
programme, at & saving of epproximately $16,000.
6. As regarde the staffing pattern of ECAFE, the Advisory Committee was
informed that since the engegement of consultents hed not proved wholly
satlisfactory, it was considered deslrable to add to the establishuent of the
Comiiasicn’s gsecretariat. Accordingly, the Comnlttee recommends that $2h,coo
of the cost of the additional establiched posts be offset by savings on the
item for consultents in the original estimates ($40,000), and that the
supplementary estimates be approved at a figure of $48,000. The total of tks
revlised estluwates for section 22, as recommonded by the Advisory Committee,
is thus $646,850.
T« The amounts for saleries in comnexion with the 10 new posts recommendei
are gross, and revenue in respect of contributions under the Staff Assessmen:
Plen la estlwmated at $10,0C0.

Economic Commission for Latin America
8. In examining the supplementary estimates for section 23, the Advisory
Comittee has had regaerd to the fact that, since the Economic Commission for
Latln America i1s 1n an early ctage of development, an extensive use of
consultants may be justifiable over a limited period of time. The Committee
l1s, however, of opinion that it should be possible by prudent recruitment to

secure an expert staff capeble of preparing working papers for the ussc of
ECILA,

9. - As regards the meeting of 24 trade experts, for which provision is
requested in an amount of $27,000, the Advisory Committoe calle attention
to the Gensral Assembly's decisions concerning the payment of travelling eni
subslstence expenses (resolution 231 (III)), end in paerticuler to paragrarh
5 (b) of part I, which reads:

/"The General Acserily
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"The (fensral Asseumbly
. "Decides that neither tyavelling nor subsistence expensss shall be pald

out of United Nations fuynds in respect of representatives to:

....l..l.lt.ltll.I.'I.CQ"".‘..DU

"(b) Organs or subsidiary orgens, the Members of which bave a particular

local interest in the reglion served."”
The Committee believes that, on & correct interpretation of this principle,
the estimated costs of the meeting of trade experts should be borne by the
Governments concerned, and not on the United Nations budget. Even if the
Fifth Committee should decide that thase costs qould, under the above
resolution, properly be carried on the latter budget, the Committee. doubts
whether a conference of this size can approprilately perform functions normally
assigned to & erall working group of the Commission, and it recommencs & 50
per cent reduction in the proposed appropriation.
10. The Committee notes that in connexion with the serles of studiéds listed
in paragraph 3 (2) of document AfC.5/32h, it is proposed to engage 15
conaultants; one-third of the estimated coet being absorbed within the
existing provision of $35,00C for consultants in section 23.
11. It 1s the view of the Committee that 6 consultants, rather than the 10
requested, would be sufficlent to carry out the studies (a), (b) and (c) of
the aforementioned series. In this connexion, the Advisory Committee draws
attention to the amounts already provided for consultants both in sedtion 23
end section 10 of the Budget Istimates, and particularly to the explanatory
data in the latter section (A/903, page 81).
12. The Committee accordingly recommends that the supplementary estimates
for section 23 be epproved at a figure of $33,000, comprising the following
provision:

Meeting of trade experts *

Engagement of consultants for
studies (a), (b) and (¢) -
paragraph 3 (2) of document
AfC.5/324 $33,000

The total of the revised estimates for section 23, as recommended by the
Advisory Committee, is thus $483,500.

13. Revenue from contributions under the Staff Assessment Plan in respect
of consultants' fees, which are calculated on & gross basls, 1ls estimated
at $6,000.

* See paragraph § above.





