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BU'DJ.ET ESTIMATE& FOR TEE Fllif\NCIAL YEAR 1950: . 

F1nanc1el 1mnl1cations of the df;c1s1ons taken by the Econo~~c 
• and Social C~uncil 1u . regru.·d to th'3 re;g1onel econo!!lic cow.m;ssione 

'l'hirtecn:th report of...l;J.!±.2., of • t ho 

Advisory Committee on Admini.strative and :Budgetary Q.uest1ons 

1. In ac0ordance w1~h a decision ta.ken by the Fifth Committee at its 205th 

meeting on 21 October 1949? the lldvioory Committee on Administrative and 

Budgetary _Qu.eetions bae exem1~ed the supplementary estimates for the financial 

year 1950 submitted ry the Secretary-General in document A/c.5/324. • 
2. The estimates are .set out bel.ow: 

Section 22 . Economic Commission 
for Aa!a and the For East 

Section 23 . Economic Coil!ID.isaion 
for Latin America 

Original 
estimates 
recommended by • 
the Advisory 
Cormdttee 

Sup~lementary 'Revi sed 
estimates estirn.a.tes 

(A/c.5/324) su.~:mlitted: by
the Secretary 
General 

88,ooo • 

75,000. 

$ 

686,850 

525,500 

3, The Advisory Committee desires to o-fi'er the following obaervat1ona on the 

abcve supplementary items: 

·4, The reoolut·ione ( 233 (IX) A and 234 ( IX) A) in which the Econot:1ic end 

Social Council took. note , at its ninth session, of the ann~al reports of the 

above Coum.isaione contain the following paragraph: 

"/jbe Econo!llic o.nd Social CounciY Reconrnends tiiat· the necessary- funds 

be ~llocated for the :purpose 0£ implementing decisions· of the fourth 

session* of tbe Com.iss1on . ... . ·which require undertaking nev attidies 
-

and activities, should th_e budget :for 1949 prove inadequate·." 

~ Second session of the Commission 1n the case of ECLA. 
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The Advisory CCtlll:tlttee bel.ievea ·-that'. it waa -~ot -the- inteht.ion of the Council 

to recoIDmend that the Economic Commisaions concerned aho~.d c.o otbarw:!.ee 

than make a cautious and selective atart with new etud.ieo e.nd acti\•it!.ea . 

~omic CommiBsion for Asia and th!L_~~ant 

5. Thirteen additional. posts a.re requested for l.950 at em eatit::ated cost of 

$88,000. In this connexi on, the Advisory Committee notes that the pr ojects 

outlined in the report bj' the Secretary-~nere.l (A/c . 5/3211~) for the moet 

part represent an expansion of vork ai..~eady initiated !ly i;!:le Commission. It 

eeema dou"btf'ul to the Co'l!:Inittee ..,:hether an expansion of the order of 40 p er 

cent in a single year cen in the present circumstances be j uotif1ed, It is 

therefore recommended that the proposed new posts be reduced from 13 to 10, 

a number which should be sufficient for the more urgent a13pacts cf the work 

programme, at a saving of e.pproximately $16, 000 . 

6. As regaro.a the staffing pattern of ECAFE, the Advisory Committee was 

informed that since the enga.gement of ooneult ants hed not proved wholly 

satisfact or y, it was consi ·dered desirable to add to t he e13tabl1shment of the 

Conmieeion I e secretariat . Accordingly, the Cotr.mi ttee r ecommends that $24, COO 

of t l1e cost of the _aa.ditional established posts be offset "by savings on the 

item for consultants in the original esti mates ($40, 000) , and that the 

supplementary estimates be approved at a figure of $48,000. The total of the 

revised eatieyi.,tee f or section 22, ae recommended by the A1iv1aor y Comt:l.ittee , 

is thus $646 , 850. • 

7 . • Tlie amou.."lt s f'or eale.ries in connexion with the 1.0 'n er..r posts reco?llmended 

ar e gross , and r evenue i n r espect of contributions under -the Staff Assessoent 

Pian is esti ~ated at ~101 000. 

Economic Commission for Latin Ameri ca· 

8. In examining t he euppleroentary·eet1mates f or section 23 , the Advisory 

Committee has had. regard to the fact that, since the Econ•omic QoIIlllliseion fc,r 

Latin Amerlca ia in an early otage of' development , an ext,ensive use of 

consultants n:ay be justifiable over a limited period. of time . The Coml!littee 

la, hpwever , of opinion that it should be poee11>le by prudent r ecruit::ient to 

secure an exi:ert staff capable of preparing working papers for the use of 

ECLA. 

9. As regards the meeting of 24 trade experts, for which pr ovision 1a 

requested in an amount of $27, 000, the Advisor y Committee calla attention 

t o the General Aesem"bly ' a decisions concerning the payment of travellir.g e~i 

aubsietence eJCPenaee (resolution 231 (III)), end in particular to paragrarh 

5 (b) of par t I , whi ch r eads: 

/
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"Decides that ne!.ther ti1a.v~ll1nS :nor subsistence expenses eh.all be paid 

out of United Nations f\.n~a in respect of representatives to: 

............................ -..... . 
11{b) Organs or subsidiary organs, the Members of which have a particular 

local interest in the region served." 
The Committee believes that, on a correct interprete.tion of this principle, 

the estimated coets of the meeting of trade experts should be borne by the 

Governments concerned, and not on the United Nations budget. Even if the 

Fifth Committee should decide that thase costs ~ould, under the above 

resolution, pro-perly be carried on the latter budget, the Committee doubts 

whether a ~on:rerence o~ this size ·enn ap~rop~iate].y perform fun9tiona n~rma.11,y 

assigned to a small working srou» ot the Comxnission, and it recommence a 50 ·'. 

per cent reduction in the proposed a~propriation. 
10. The Committee notes that in connexion with the series of studies listed 

in paragraph 3 (2) of document A/c.5/324, it ie proposed to engage 15 

consultants, one-third of the eetitr.ated coat being absorbed within the 

existing provi'eion of $35,00C for consultants in .eQction 23. 

11. it ia the view of the Committee that 6 consultants, rather than the 10 

requested, would be sufficient to carry out the studies (a), (b) and (c) of · 

the aforementioned aeries. In this connexion, the Advisory Committee draws 

attention to the amounts already provided for consultants both in section 23 

and section 10 of the Budget Estimatea, and particularly to the explanatory 

data in the latter a~ction (A/903, page 81). 

12. The Committee accordingly recommends that the aupplementary estimates 

for section 23 be approved at a figure of $33,000, comprising the following 

provision: 

Meeting of trade experts 

~'ngagement of consu.ltants for 
studies (e.), (b) and (c) -
paragraph 3 (2) of document 
A/C.5/324 

* 

$33,000 
The total of the revised estimates for section 23, as recommended by the 

Advisory Committee, is thus $483 1 500. 

13. _Revenue from contributions 'Under the Staff Assessment Plan in respect 

of consultants' fees, which are calculated on a gross basis, is estimated 

at $6,oco. 

* See par8£rapb 9 abov~. 




