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I NFORVATI ON NOTI CE

1. This Information Notice contains details concerning the organization of,
and participation in, the International Conference on the Investnent Cimate
for Devel opi ng Renewabl e Energy Sources in Central Asia to be held in Bishkek
(Kyrgyzstan) from 18 to 19 May 2000. It is being organized jointly by the

Uni ted Nations Econom ¢ Comm ssion for Europe (Coordinating Unit for
Operational Activities) and the Central Asia Energy Advisory Group (initiative
of the European Comm ssion’s Synergy Programre), with the support of the
Government of Kyrgyzstan; the Centre for Renewable Energy Utilization Probl ens
of the Kyrgyz Governnent (KUN); the Mnistry of Industry and Trade of
Kyrgyzstan; the State Energy Agency of Kyrgyzstan; the Mnistry of the

Envi ronment of Kyrgyzstan; the Joint Stock Conpany “Kyrgyzenergo”; the Kyrgyz
Associ ation for Renewable Energy; and in cooperation with the International
Centre for Energy and Environmental Technol ogy, Cermany/Bel gium The Chairman
of the National Organizing Commttee is M. E. K. Qmuraliev, Vice Prine

M ni ster of the Governnment of Kyrgyzstan; the Vice-Chairman is M. Al aibek
bozov, Director, the Centre for Renewable Energy Utilization Problens of the
Kyrgyz CGovernnment (KUN).

BACKGROUND
2. The Conference forns part of an international cooperative project to
strengt hen and expand renewabl e energy activities in Central Asia. It is also

part of the work plan of the Central Asia Energy Advisory Group and a
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followup to the joint UN ECE and EC Wrkshop on Fi nanci ng Mechani sns for
Renewabl e Energy Projects held in Al maty, Kazakhstan, in Septenber-Cctober
1998. Recent studies of the energy markets of that region reveal that nmany
countries in Central Asia have a good potential and urgent need for renewable
energy applications as well as a strong interest in advancing the domestic use
of these technol ogies. The studies recognize that energy shortages,

i nefficiencies and inport dependencies could be mtigated through the use of
domestic renewabl e energy sources, in particular solar, wind and snal
hydropower. Sol vi ng ecol ogi cal problens and conplying with internationally
agreed protection standards such as those of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, are further inportant driving forces for the

| ocal production and use of renewable energy. In the view of npst experts, the
mai n obstacle to the inplenentation of renewabl e energy projects is the |ack
of access to financing and information. Therefore, the Conference is intended
to contribute to overcom ng these constraints and worki ng out reconmendati ons
for attracting investnment for RES devel opnent to secure sustainable

devel opnent and a better quality of Iife for the people in Central Asia and

ot her parts of the world.

PURPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE

3. The main purpose of the Conference is to bring together representatives
of governnment departnents, financing institutions, electric utilities,

manuf acturi ng and tradi ng conpani es, equi pnent installers and engi neering
firms, information and pronoti on agenci es, energy consumers and ot her
interested entities involved in pronoting, financing, producing and using
renewabl e energy technol ogi es. The Conference will provide an opportunity for

(a) Foll owi ng up on the recomrendati ons of the international Wrkshop
on Fi nanci ng Mechani sms for Renewabl e Energy Projects, which was
held in Al maty, Kazakhstan, in Septenber-Cctober 1998;

(b) Updati ng assessnents of the market for renewable energy in Centra
Asi a;

(c) Exchangi ng experiences already gained with various financing
schenmes and partnership arrangenents for renewabl e energy projects
in Europe, North Anmerica and other parts of the world;

(d) Promoting the imtation in Central Asia of success stories of
i nvestments in renewabl e energy projects recorded in other regions;

(e) Di scussing obstacles in the |legal, regulatory, fiscal
institutional framework as well as barriers relating to the overal
macr oeconom ¢ and structural situation of the Central Asian
countries;

() Presenting project proposals and investnent opportunities in smal
hydr opower, w nd and sol ar energies; and

(9) Furthering international cooperation and contacts in general for
advanci ng the use of renewabl e energy sources in Central Asia.
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VENUE

4, The Conference will be held from Thursday, 18 May to Friday, 19 May 1998
at the Conference Hall of the State History Museum at the foll ow ng address:
Square “Al a-Too”, Bishkek. Wather conditions are usually pleasant at this
time of the year, with tenperatures between 5° (night) and 20° (day).

TOPI CS OF THE CONFERENCE

5. The following topics will be considered in three working sessions:

(a) possibilities and perspectives for RES utilization in Central Asian
countries, market devel opment and priorities for investnents in the near
future; (b) investnent climate; |legal, regulatory, fiscal, financing and
institutional framework for renewabl e energy projects; internationa

experi ence and recomendati ons for further RES devel opnent in Central Asian
countries; and (c) presentation and di scussion of concrete investment project
proposal s. The principal conclusions and recomendati ons resulting fromthe
Conference will be adopted at the closing session. The programre will include
technical visits to: a small hydro power plant in the suburbs of Bishkek; the
Centre for Renewabl e Energy Utilization Problens of the Kyrgyz Government; and
an exhibition featuring renewabl e energy installations.

PROVI SI ONAL PROGRAMVE

6. Wednesday, 17 May

Arrival of participants at Bishkek. Meeting at airport. Transfer to
"Dost uk” Hotel (Bishkek, 429 “B” Frunze Str., Tel: 28-42-51, 28-42-78).
Regi strati on and acconmodati on

Thursday, 18 My

09. 00 Regi stration
09. 30 Openi ng sessi on
09. 45 Wor ki ng session I:
This session will be devoted to discussing practical possibilities

and perspectives for RES utilization in Central Asian countries;

achi evenents and experience gained in this direction; problenms and
barriers to successful RES devel opnent and ways to overcone them |ega
basis for attracting investment and other financial neans; and nechani sns
for RES project inplenentation
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14. 30 Wor ki ng session 11

This session will be devoted to discussing international experience
in attracting investnments to RES utilization projects and inplenentation
of these projects; mechanisnms for creating joint ventures; national and
regi onal progranmes on the utilization of solar, w nd, geothermal, smal
nmount ai n hydropower energy sources for comercial purposes.

19. 00 Cockt ai

Friday, 19 My

09. 30 Wor ki ng session 111

This session will be devoted to presentation and di scussi on of
concrete investment project proposals.

11. 30 Cl osi ng session of the Conference
14. 30 Technical visits

Sat urday, 20 May - Departure of participants

7. The detailed programme of the Conference will be determned in the Iight
of responses received from potential participants and be communi cated to al
regi stered participants in April 2000.

PROCEEDI NGS AND DOCUMENTATI ON

Organi zati on _of working sessions

8. The worki ng | anguages of the Conference will be English and Russian

Si mul t aneous interpretation will be provided. The Conference proceedings wll
be directed by a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman and session chairnmen. The session
chairmen will introduce the topic, animate the di scussion and sumrari ze the
del i berations on the topic.

9. Presentati ons of papers will be limted to 15 mnutes to allow sufficient
time for discussions. Presenters are encouraged to use audiovisual tools to
support their presentation. Overhead and slide projectors, and video

equi pnment PAL/ SECAM wi | | be avail abl e

Paper s

10. Participants willing to present a paper and/or project proposal should
send the title, nane of author(s) and a short abstract (not |onger than one
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page) not later than 15 March 2000 to the addresses indicated in the
registration form Authors should bring with them 50 copies of the full text
of their papers and/or project proposals for distribution at the Conference.
The nane(s), affiliation(s) and addresses of the author(s) should be included
in the title page of the abstract and paper/project proposal

11. Papers are wel conme on any of the Conference topics. Papers should be
written in English and/or Russian, the working |anguages of the Conference.
The maxi mum | engt h of papers should be 10 typed pages.

TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATI ON

Reqgi stration

12. The registration fee of US$ 50 will be charged by the National Organizing
Committee upon arrival during registration. It will cover the expenses
connected with | ocal transportation, neals, coffee breaks and cocktail

Travel , acconmodati on and ot her expenses are to be borne by participants

except for those participants who are specifically invited by the Organizing
Committee. Participants are requested to send one copy of the conpleted

regi stration form (see annex) by 15 March 2000 to the addresses given in the
registration form

Travel and transportation

13. Bi shkek has an international airport. The following airlines provide
service to Bishkek airport:, Aeroflot, British Airways, Iran Airlines,
Kyrgyzstan Airlines, Sinzyan China Airlines, Turkish Airlines and Uzbeki stan
Airlines.

14. Partici pants should arrive in Bishkek by 17 May at the | atest. The
Organi zers propose to transport participants by shuttle bus between Bi shkek

ai rport “Manas” and the Hotel “Dostuk”, where registration and accomodati on
of participants will take place. Participants wishing to use the shuttle bus
are requested to informthe O ganizers about this on the registration form or
separately by fax or e-mail, of their arrival date, tine and flight number.

O her nmeans of transportation are taxi: approximately USD 5-7 between *Manas”
airport and the Hotel *“Dostuk”. Public bus transport is also avail able.

Passport and vi sa requirenents

15. Partici pants nust have a valid passport. For participants who require an
entry visa, the Conference Organizers will make the necessary arrangements for
the i ssuance of a visa either through the diplomatic representation of
Kyrgyzstan in the participant’s countries of residence or at “Manas” airport.
The visa fee at “Manas” airport is USD 100. Visas may be issued no sooner
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than two weeks after the person has sent the registration formand provided
all passport information to the Conference Organizing Comittee.

Accommbdat i on

16. Participants will be accommpdated at the Hotel “Dostuk” from 18 to 19 May
2000. The price, per person, per night, is USD 80-100 for a standard room

i ncludi ng breakfast. The total amount is to be paid in local currency, in
cash, on arrival at the registration desk.

NB: Kyrgyzstan uses 220 volt power supply.

Local currency

17. The local currency is the Som It is the only |legal tender in
Kyrgyzstan. Supporting docunents are not required for hard currency
i mportation, hard currency spent, i.e. officially exchanged during the stay in

Kyrgyzstan, and hard currency exportation. Mney can be exchanged at hotels
or at any of the many official exchange offices in Bishkek (passport is
required).

NB: Exchange rate is 1 US$ = 47 Som (Novenber 1999)

ENQUI RI ES AND CORRESPONDENCE

18. Al'l enquiries and correspondence concerning the Conference should be
addressed to:

Centre for Renewabl e United Nations

Energy Utilization Probl ens Econom ¢ Commi ssi on for Europe
7, Elebaev Str. Coordinating Unit for

720031 Bi shkek Operational Activities
Kyrgyzst an Pal ai s des Nati ons

Attn. M. M Kasynov CH- 1211 Geneva 10, Switzer!l and
Responsi bl e secretary Attn. M. A Mevsk

Econom c Affairs Oficer

Tel: (996 312) 55 92 03 (4122) 917 3296
Fax: (996 312) 55 92 04 (4122) 917 0178
E-mai |l : kun@l cat . kg andr ei . maevski @nece. org
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ANNEX

REG STRATI ON FORM

| NTERNATI ONAL CONFERENCE ON THE | NVESTMENT CLI MATE
FOR DEVELOPI NG RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES | N CENTRAL ASI A
(Bi shkek, Kyrgyzstan, 18 to 19 May 2000)

Each participant in the Conference is requested to conplete this form
(typewritten or in handwitten block letters, please) and to send it by mai
or preferably by telefax as soon as possible, but not later than
15 March 2000 to both of the addresses given bel ow

Centre for Renewabl e United Nations
Energy Utilization Probl ens Econom ¢ Commi ssi on for Europe
7, Elebaev Str. Coordinating Unit for
720031 Bi shkek Operational Activities
Kyrgyzst an Pal ai s des Nati ons
Attn. M. M Kasynov CH- 1211 Geneva 10, Switzer!l and
Responsi bl e secretary Attn. M. A Mevsk

Economic Affairs O ficer
Fax: (996 312) 55 92 04 Fax: (4122) 917 0178
Fam |y name (M ./Ms.): First nane:

Titl e/ function:

Country and Organi zation

Addr ess:

Phone No. : Fax No.

E- Mai | :

| intend to present a paper under topic (a), (b) and/or (c) entitled:
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I require the follow ng audiovisual equipment:

I wish to participate in the technical visits: O Yes O No
Date of arrival in Bishkek:

Fl i ght No: Ti me:

I wish to use the shuttle bus: O Yes O No

Dat e of departure from Bi shkek

Fl i ght No: Ti me:

Pl ease book hotel accomrodati on in Bi shkek from [ ] to [

For those participants who need an entry visa,
follow ng information:

pl ease provi de bel ow the

Date of birth: Nati onal ity:
Passport No: | ssued at:
Date of issue: Expiry date:

| intend to visit: O Bishkek and O O her pl aces:

| should like to receive the visa

(Pl ease specify)

| Through the di plomatic representati on of Kyrgyzstan in

my country of residence)

O At “Manas” Airport

(Pl ease specify)

Dat e: Si gnat ur e:



