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1. 'Pursuant to resolution 59 (I) of. the General A~sembly a.nd 
resolution 74 (V) o:f the Economic and Social Council, the United . . 
Nations Conference on Fre.ed.om of In:formatiori was heid at Geneva 

from 23 Mal·ch to 21 April J.948, end adoptea rqsolution No. 9· . 

concoming access for news :personnel to co1:IDtriea where me~ting_s of: the­

Unitod rra.tiona e.nd the a:pecialized agenc·ies and conferences c~nvened 

by them are held . 
. . ~ 

2 . At ;its seventh session, the Economic Emd Soc;i.al Council transmitted , 

inter alia, resolution No . 9 to the General Assembly. · 

3. During the a0cond. part o:f' the 1:hird regular _sessi~n o-£_ the G{:)neral 

Assembly the Third Conmiittee, at its 225th meeting, consid~red the 

resolution. At its 211th plenary meoting on 13 M.a,y 1949, the General 

Assembly. adopted resolution 2TI (III)B, under •the te1:-ws of- •which 

:resolution No . . 9 was r efer.red to the Economic and Social Council for 

appropria~e action, at the Council's discretion. 

4. . During its ninth session, the Economic and 'social Council 

considered resolution No. 9 and~ at· tts 302nd plenat7 mo~tinB bold· 

?n 21 July 1949, decided to r ecommend~ dra~t re~olution to the 

General ~ssembly (Council resolution ·241 {IX)). 

5. Accordingly, the General ,Assombly, a.t its 224th plenary ~eeti718 

held on 2_2 September 1949, ref errod to the Third Conmi ttoa f or 

consideration and :repprt the item "Froedom of Information. Access :for 

news per ao:nnel to meetings of the United Nat:l.or:s end_ the s:pec~al ized 

agencies_" (A/965). 

6. At its 235th meeting held on 28 Se;;,tember 1949, tho Third CoDllllittee 

began consideration of the item and had before it amendments proposed 

/by the .delegations 
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, , 

by the d.elega.Uons of Cuba, India., Lebanon and the Philippinos (A/c;3/L.7) 

to the dra:f't _:res~iution submitted. .by the Economic and Social Council. 

·7. · Tllo Collilll.ittee, at its 2~6th me_eting held on 20 Septet'lber 1949, 
rejected the proposed amendments, and approved t he following resolution, 

by 42 votes_ to none, with 7 abstont j_ons, which it recommends to tho Gene:cal 

Assembly for adoption: 

FREELOM OF Il'TFORI<'.iATION 

ACCESS FOR NEWS PERSONNEL TO MEs.f'I".'iGH OF 
Tl1E UNITED 1;ATIONS A!ID 'J)HE SP'ECii'J,IZJ.i;D AG:2"i;1CIES 

-~~1cra.1J~.~E-~ .b:!:, 
Considerin,s that the United lJationo, in accordonco with the 

aims and pu~oses of i ta . Charter, .should be propa~ed to grcmt al1 

the necessary facilities for -enabling media of infonnation to 

, function with fnll freedom and responsibility in following the 

course of its . work and that of conferences called by it and its 

spocialized· agencies, 

Urges all States Membe1·s of the United Nations to grant news 

personnel of all countries who have been accreditej to the United 

I~ations or spec:i.ali zed agencies., as the case may be, free access 

(a) To countries where meetings of the United Nations or 

specialized agencies or any conferences cor.vened by them take 

place, f or t he purpose of covering such meetings, i n accordance 

with t11e terms and conditions of agreements made by the United 

Nati ons or i ta specialized agencj.es with .the Gove:r:nn1ents of such 

countries, or., in the absence of such an agreement., on tems 

and conditions similar to those contelined in ogree:ments m::.ae by 

the United Nations or its specialized agencies wi t'.h other ?--!ember 

States; and 

(b) To all public information sources and services of the 

Unitod Nations and the specialized agencies and · "t9 all meet il".gs 

and conferences ··or the United Nations or of the . speciaiized 

agencies which ar0 open to tho Presa, equa.l.ly and ~rithout 

discriminatlon. 




