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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. By decision 11/COP.1 on procedures for the comunication of information
and review of inplenentation, the Conference of the Parties (COP):

(a) Encour aged rel evant organs, funds and programmes of the
United Nations system as well as other intergovernnental and non-governnenta
organi zations to provide information, as appropriate, on their activities in
support of the preparation and inplenmentation of action progranmes under the
Convention; the information provided should include sunmaries, in principle
not exceedi ng four pages;

(b) Encouraged Parties to make full use of the expertise of conpetent
i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organizations in the preparation and in
t he di ssemi nation of relevant information;

(c) Requested that reports be submitted to the secretariat at |east
six nmonths prior to the session at which they are to be reviewed;

(d) Requested the secretariat to compile the information provided by
rel evant organs, funds and programmes of the United Nations system as well as
ot her intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, on nmeasures taken
or planned in support of inplenentation of the Convention

2. By decisions 2/ COP.2, paragraph 1 (d), and 5/ COP.2, paragraph 2, the
Conference of the Parties, at its second session

(a) Decided to include in the agenda of its third session, the review
of information provided by rel evant organs, funds and programres of the
United Nations system as well as other intergovernnental and non-governnenta
organi zations, on their activities in support of the preparation and
i npl enent ati on of action programes under the Convention

(b) Invited the rel evant organs, funds and programmes of the
United Nations system and other intergovernnental and non-governnenta
organi zations, to report on neasures taken to assist action programres of
those affected devel oping country Parties reporting for the session

I1. SYNTHESI S OF | NFORMATI ON CONTAI NED I N SUBM TTED REPORTS

3. The secretariat sent rem nders to rel evant organs, funds and programres
of the United Nations system and to accredited intergovernnental and non-
governnment al organi zations, inviting themto submt their reports, pursuant to
decision 2/COP.2. The following summari es have been prepared by the
secretariat based on contributions received up to the tine of finalization of
this report. Further contributions received will also be nade available in
due tinme to the COP
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A. Ogans, funds and progranmmes of the United Nations system

Food and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations (FAO

4, FAO activities in the followup to the Wrld Food Summit contribute to
the inmplementation of the UNCCD, such as the Special Programe on Food
Security, the FAO Subregional Ofice for Southern and Eastern Africa
(programre preventing serious negative inpact of future droughts on crop

and livestock production in the subregion), the “Farmer-Centred, |ntegrated
Drought Managenent” Programre (programe with an integrated and participatory
approach to better |and husbandry and sustainable agriculture in

southern Africa). Desertification control and | and rehabilitation related
projects are also being inplemented in a nunber of countries (Burkina Faso,
Cape Verde, Eritrea, Mali, Mrocco, N ger, Senegal, Tunisia, United Republic
of Tanzania, etc.) in the field of natural resources managenent, |and

recl amati on, diversification of food security, etc. FAO has also participated
in and supported the [ aunching of technical networks on resources nonitoring
and on agroforestry and soil conservation

5. In Mali, FAO has supported a conbi ned national action programe (NAP)/
nati onal environnmental action plan (NEAP) process through a substantive
techni cal cooperation project in close partnership with the country and
Germany, which coordinates bilateral donors. The process has culmnated in a
nati onal synposium and the adoption of the framework progranme by the
Governnment. In addition, FAO along with the International Fund for

Agricul tural Devel opment (1 FAD) has supported the process in Burkina Faso,
especially in devel opi ng conpani on projects on participatory natural resources
managenent and regeneration.

6. A draft nmenorandum of cooperation with the secretariat of the Convention
and a menorandum of understanding with | FAD were devel oped. FAOis also in
contact with the d obal Mechani sm hosted by | FAD. Cooperation is being sought
or developed with the United Nations Environnment Programre (UNEP) and the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO
aimng at using the d obal Environment Facility (GEF) potential in Africa.
Finally, FAO produced a CD-ROMwith the title “Conbating Desertification:
Conservation and Devel opnent of Dryland Resources”.

Ransar Conventi on

7. A menorandum of cooperati on was prepared between the Bureau of the
Convention on Wetl ands and the secretariat of the UNCCD and signed at Dakar
Senegal in Decenber 1998. The secretariats of both conventions agreed to
cooperate in dealing with matters of common interest involving: institutiona
cooperation, exchange of information and experience, capacity-building,
coordi nati on of progranmmes of work, joint action and consultation and
reporting. The Ransar Convention is also trying to expand its training and
capacity-building activities into Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe. It wll
assist with other partners, two African training centres in Caneroon and in
Kenya, to devel op training nodules for wetlands nmanagers in Africa. The
Ransar Bureau has al so worked with Botswana on a national wetland policy
covering all major issues related to other environnment-related treaties,

i ncl udi ng the UNCCD
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United Nations Devel opment Progranmme (UNDP)

8. Si nce the adoption of the UNCCD in June 1994, UNDP has taken severa
measures in support of UNCCD inplenentation in Africa. In terms of policy
measures, nost country offices, bureaux and other units of UNDP are in the
process of mainstream ng the UNCCD in UNDP country progranmmes. UNDP has
provi ded technical and financial support to the NAP awareness-rai sing and
consul tative processes |eading to convening of the first national forumto
identify priority programres for the NAP, funding arrangenents and

coordi nati on arrangenents. UNDP has entered into partnership in this regard
with 28 African countries. Support to the subregional consultative processes
| eading to the el aboration of the contents and arrangenents for the

i npl enentati on of the subregional action programres (SRAPs) is provided in
col | aboration with the subregional African organizations. Additional support
is provided for the establishment of mechanisnms to support SRAP processes such
as the subregional facilitation funds (for the Intergovernnmental Authority on
Devel opnent (I GAD) and the Permanent Inter-State Comrittee for Drought Contro
in the Sahel (CILSS)) and the work of mnultidisciplinary committees on science
and technol ogy (for | GAD and the Southern African Devel opnent Comunity
(SADC)). UNDP has supported the devel opnent of proposals for the
establishnment of national desertification funds in 22 African countries for
pronmoting resource nobilization and channelling these to the |local |evel for
dryl and managenent activities. Various projects such as a pilot UNDP
initiative for pronoting farmer innovation in water managenment in sub-Saharan
Africa, a drought preparedness and mtigation progranme, an environnental and
i nformati on system programme as well as a | ocal comunity-based programre have
been | aunched.

9. Several UNDP country offices (Cape Verde, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mauritania,
Ni ger, Sudan) have allocated a total of US$ 1,647,000 to support nationa
action programe processes through the country progranme resources. The UNDP
Trust Fund to Conbat Desertification and Drought set up in 1994 has so far
nobi |l i zed over $15 million, of which $14.5 nillion has been allocated to
Africa. Among the key donors for Africa are Australia, Denmark, France,
Italy, Luxenbourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal and Switzerland. Affected
countries that have contributed to this fund include Benin, Bolivia,

Bur ki na Faso, Chana, Nam bia, South Africa, Zambia and Zi nbabwe. In addition
to the above resources, UNDP has other programes and funds whose activities
support the UNCCD i npl ementati on such as the United Nations Capita

Devel opnent Fund, Africa 2000 programme - active in 12 African countries, CEF
Smal |l Grants Programme, Capacity 21 programme in 25 African countries and UNDP
CEF unit. UNDP is also playing an active role in the d obal Mechani sm
facilitation comm ttee.

10. UNDP has been active in devel oping materials on UNCCD concepts and
operational approaches to pronote UNCCD i npl enentation, particularly in
Africa. Sonme of the key concept papers include: “Early lessons and el enments
for a revised approach”, “First Foruni concept; “SRAP. Elenments of an
approach”; and “Debt-for-Environment Swaps for National Desertification
Funds”. Technical and financial support to networking activities with non-
government al and comuni ty-based organi zati ons were al so devel oped, ai m ng at
strengthening them for effective participation in the NAP/ SRAP processes.
UNDP supported the subregional International NGO Network on Desertification
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(RIOD) for the Arab Maghreb Union (AMJ) region, which led to the el aboration
of a strategy to strengthen the capacity of this subregional network. Two
trai ni ng workshops were organized in Africa for English- and French-speaking
focal points (Nairobi and Lom) to strengthen capacities of the UNDP country
of fices and national coordinators for NAP

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural Organization

( UNESCO
11. Through the Man and the Bi osphere Programme, |ong-standing research
projects are being carried out on soil erosion, pastoral and agricultura
management in arid zones and carrying capacities of drylands. 1In its fourth

year of inplenentation, nearly 200 African scientists have already received
trai ning under a special project entitled “Arid and Sem -arid Land Managenent
in Africa”. In collaboration with partners fromthe United States of America
and Europe, UNESCO is inplenmenting the “Bi osphere Reserve |Integrated
Monitoring” initiative which collects environmental data which could be used
in the field of the Convention’s work on desertificati on benchmarks and

i ndicators. The UNESCO International Hydrol ogi cal Programre pronotes the
collection of data on avail able water resources to ensure an appropriate
management of water resources; a special project “Wmen and Water Resources”
is carried out in several African countries. The International GCeol ogica
Correl ation Programre | aunched a five-year project on understanding future
dryl and changes from past dynamics, to explore the causes and magnitudes of
future changes in drylands. Also, under the Geol ogical Applications of Renote
Sensi ng Programre, pilot projects addressed the erosion processes using renote
sensi ng and geographical information. Finally, UNESCO was involved in the
“Solar Summit” held in Zinmbabwe in 1996 and in the Wrld Sol ar Programre
pronmoting the use of alternative and renewabl e energy sources such as sol ar
energy, but also wind, water, and geothermal energy, especially in rura

ar eas.

12. Wth regard to education, UNESCO is planning, in collaboration with the
UNCCD secretariat, to prepare environmental education kits on conbating
desertification for primary school children, especially in desertification-
affected countries. UNESCO plans to conpl enent the environnmental education
kits on desertification with non-formal education schenes, which could al so
reach adults. The UNESCO Institute for Education in Hanmburg, Germany al so set
up a “Regional Environnmental Education and Training Centre to Combat
Desertification” in Chad for the countries of the Lake Chad Basin (Caneroon,
Chad, Niger, N geria). Finally, UNESCO has al so prepared with other partners
a CD-ROM on “Arid Zones and Desertification”

United Nations Devel opment Fund for Wnen (UN FEM

13. UNI FEM pr ogr anmres and proj ects address desertification through its
i mpact on limting wonen’s econom ¢ enmpower ment and wel | -being, affecting the
livelihoods of families. |In Ghana and Nigeria, UNIFEMintervenes through the

Renewabl e Energy Systens Devel opnent programe, aimed at building | oca
capacity of wonen to devel op, operate and maintain alternative and renewabl e
energy systenms using agricultural and human waste, so as to enable themto run
profitably small and medium enterprises with reduced dependency on fuel wood.
In Cape Verde and Senegal, one programe focuses on buil ding wonen’'s capacity
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in marketing strategies and on increasing their bargaining power to create
sustai nabl e livelihoods; 500 wonen are currently being trained. In

Bur ki na Faso, 300 wonmen shea butter producers have been trained through a
Luxenbour g-funded project, executed by the Centre canadien d’ étude et de
coopération internationale. UN FEM al so publishes the Energy and Environnment
Technol ogy Sourcebooks as well as the Food Technol ogy Sourcebooks series.

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

14. UNEP support to the inplenmentation of the Convention is mainly through
CEF project devel opment and inplenentation, and support to regiona

coordi nation, with a particular focus on Africa. UNEP inplenments
CEF-supported full-scale projects on | and degradation: *“People, Land
Management and Environnmental Change” executed by the United Nations
University, on the conservation of in situ agrobiodiversity in Africa, Asia
and the Pacific, and South and Central America; “Desert Margins Programre”
with UNEP and UNDP support for the preparation of a multidisciplinary project
covering nine sub-Saharan countries; two projects on | and degradation jointly
i mpl enented by UNEP and UNDP “ Community-based Rehabilitation of the Degraded
Lands of the Transboundary Areas of Senegal and Mauritania” and “Managenment of
I ndi genous Vegetation for Rehabilitation of Degraded Rangel ands in the Arid
Zone of Africa”, with field sites in Botswana, Kenya and Mali. UNEP is also
facilitating the preparation of a project on |and degradation in the sem-arid
transboundary areas of Mzanbi que, Zanbia and Zi nbabwe. O her transboundary

| and degradation projects in East and West Africa are in earlier stages of
preparation. Steps have been initiated to assess the interlinkages of climte
change and desertification and the inpact of climte change in the drylands of
Africa. Efforts are also under way to assess w nd erosion problens and
control strategies in Africa and West Asia. A case study on the cost of
desertification and its inmpact on food security in Zinbabwe is under

i mpl enentation with national institutions and the International Soil Reference
and I nformation Centre.

15. UNEP has joined the efforts of the UNCCD secretariat, both substantively
and financially, to assist in the elaboration of national reports on the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention. UNEP hosted a technical neeting to finalize
the guidelines for the preparation of the national reports and a subregi ona
wor kshop for the IGAD region to brief national UNCCD focal points on the
adopted procedures. The financial contribution enabled national forunms to be
convened to finalize the reports using a participatory approach. Under the
overall unbrella of the African Mnisterial Conference on Environment (AMCEN)
UNEP jointly with UNCCD hosted an African Regi onal Preparatory Conference for
COP.3. A series of consultations with partner organizations such as the Wrld
Bank, UNDP, | FAD, World Meteorol ogical Organization (WMD), the UNCCD
secretariat and the G obal Mechani sm have been held in order to strengthen

i nter-agency collaboration in the field of conbating desertification
particularly in Africa. UNEP is providing support for the establishnent of
the regi onal coordination unit in Abidjan. To strengthen the role of civi
society in the inplementation of the UNCCD, UNEP provi des assistance to non-
government al organi zations to attend rel evant neetings and workshops, such as
t he conference of RIOD and the Conference of the Parties.
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United Nations Popul ati on Fund ( UNFPA)

16. The International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent programre of
action in 1994 enphasized the need to fully integrate popul ati on concerns into
devel opnent strategi es and planning, taking into account the inter-

rel ati onshi ps of population with poverty eradication, environnment (including
desertification), food security, adequate shelter, human resources and basic
soci al services for all. UNFPA, with UNEP and the World Conservati on Union
(I'UCN), organized the International Wrkshop on Popul ati on-Poverty-Environnent
Li nkages in 1998, bringing policy decision-makers, community-based | eaders,
nati onal and regional participants fromAfrica to identify |essons |earned
from case studi es and programe practices.

17. In 1998, UNFPA continued to provide support to the Centre for Research
on Popul ati on and Devel opnment, a subregional institution of the Permanent
Inter-State Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel, which undertakes
research |inkages in population and environnment, including drought control

The Fund al so works with the Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Africa (ECA), and the
Department for Food Security and Sustai nabl e Devel opment, to build and

di ssem nate a better understandi ng throughout the region of the conpl ex

i nteractions between food security, population and environment, using the
popul ati on-envi ronment - devel opnent -agriculture simulation nodel. This nodel
was devel oped in the past with UNFPA support. Wthin African countries, UNFPA
wor ked closely within the United Nations Resident Coordinator system and with
United Nations partners, through common country assessments/ United Nations
devel opnent assi stance frameworks, national conm ssions on planning,
commi ssi ons on sustai nabl e devel opnent and | ocal Agenda 21s (or their

equi valent) in support of integrated policy and planning.

United Nations University (UNU)

18. Inits report, the UNU recalled in particular the Wst African cluster
of its project on people, |and managenent and environmental change. It also
announced its intention to organize an international synposium on new
technol ogi es to conbat desertification in Tunisia in 1999, to provide for an
exchange of information and views anpng experts fromboth wi thin and outside
the United Nations system

Worl d Food Programre (WFP)

19. Since 1964, WFP has been playing a critical role in conbating
desertification and bringing |land back into production. A total of

US$ 4.8 billion has been spent in support of environnental protection, natura
resource nmanagenent and di saster mitigation. Annually, WP spends

US$ 230 mllion on forestation, soil conservation and other activities to
pronote environnental |y sustai nabl e agricultural production. WP provides
enpl oynment through food-for-work activities such as tree planting and soil and
wat er conservation; inproves household food security through activities which
i mprove agricultural production and household i ncomes, for exanple, smal
scale irrigation; and contributes to sustainable |and inprovenent: forestry,
| and and water devel opnent, rangel ands managenent, training in forestry and
agriculture.
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20. In Africa, WP works to prevent soil-nutrient depletion enphasizing
traditional soil conservation efforts, such as the use of vegetative and/or
stone |lines across the | andscape to trap noisture and break up the water fl ow.
Nat ural resources and environmental food-for-work projects carried out by
unenpl oyed or underenpl oyed workers during slack agricultural seasons reduce
seasonal unenpl oynment and hunger. In 1998 in sub-Saharan Africa, WP assisted
1.8 mllion beneficiaries through agricultural and rural devel opnment
activities. Atotal of US$ 81 mllion, or 13 per cent of annual expenditures,
was spent on agricultural and rural devel opment in Africa (agricultura
production, food reserves, rural infrastructure and settlement). Currently
WFP has nore than 30 such ongoi ng devel opment activities, in countries such as
Beni n, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, the Ganbia, CGuinea, Kenya, N ger, Senegal, the
Sudan and the United Republic of Tanzania. Furthernore, WP works closely
with its African governnent counterparts to inmprove early-warning and response
mechani sms to mitigate the effects of natural disasters. WP has established
several vulnerability analyses and mapping units in regional and country
offices in Africa to assist in the identification of food-insecure and poor
househol ds, the causes of their vulnerability and their needs.

B. | nt ergovernnental organi zati ons

Agence de | a francophonie/lnstitut de |’ énergie et de |’ environnenent de
I a francophoni e (ACCT/| EPF)

21. By decision of a ministerial meeting of francophone countries held on
the occasion of COP.1, the ACCT was invited to prepare, in cooperation with

i ndustrialized devel oped country menmbers, an eval uation of urgent neasures
taken to support African countries of the francophone community. This report
was presented by the Executive Director of |IEPF at a francophone assenbly held
on the occasion of COP.2 and a decision was taken to finalize the report and
submit it to the secretariat for COP.3.

22. The study sunmarizes the progress made in the formulati on of nationa
action programes and their harnoni zation with current policies and pl anning,
outlines the innovative approaches undertaken and reviews the support of the
i nternational comunity, the United Nations system the international funding
agencies, the private sector and the civil society for efforts to conbat
desertification and drought nmitigation. The docunent also highlights the

i nportance given to the UNCCD by each partner and the changes in their
approach either as a recipient or as a donor country. In this context,

i ndi cators were al so devel oped.

Arab Organi zation for Agricultural Devel opnent (AQAD)

23. During 1998, AOAD has carried out many activities in the devel opment of

natural resources and conbat agai nst desertification with the participation of
sonme of the Arab countries in Africa (Algeria, Dibouti, Egypt, the

Li byan Arab Jamehiriya, Mauritania, Mrocco, Somalia, the Sudan, Tunisia).

The activities undertaken concerned the follow ng: regional training courses

and wor kshops as well as regional and country studies related, inter alia, to

the protection and conservation of soil or water resources, sandy soi

recl amati on, biodiversity, agricultural inmpact or forest devel opnent; country

synposiuns in Algeria, Egypt and Mauritania; preparation of a working paper on
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AQCAD efforts and institutional capacity to combat desertification” and a
directory of institutions and bodi es concerned with desertification control in
the Arab region; execution of devel opnental and contractual projects at the
regi onal and country levels such as a project to conbat desertification
encroachment using green belts in the Arab countries (including all countries
of North Africa) and a project on the devel opnent of appropriate technol ogies
for sandy soil reclamation in Algeria.

Centre for Environnment and Devel opment for the Arab Regi on and Europe
( CEDARE)

24. A regional workshop on preparation and financing of national action
programes to conmbat desertification was held in Cairo, Egypt on July 1998, in
col |l aboration with the League of Arab States, the Technical Secretariat of the
Council of Arab Mnisters Responsible for the Environment (CAMRE), the
International Fund for Agricultural Devel opment (I1FAD) and the Ofice to
Combat Desertification and Drought (UNSO). The workshop was the first neeting
of the Arab Network for Conbating Desertification and ai ned at devel opi ng

trai ning on preparation of NAPs, partnership between national institutions,
regional institutions and the donor, community and creating a network of
institutions to support efforts in conbating desertification

25. CEDARE al so undertook various other activities with countries of

North Africa, such as the devel opment of regional and national databases, a
geographical information systemon natural resources, an environnenta

i nformati on systenms and environnental institutions database as well as
directories of environnental experts and CEDARE activities. CEDARE al so
contributed to the preparation of the UNEP d obal Environmental OQutl ook
CEO-2 Africa. Furthernore, capacity-building and training activities were
undertaken from 1996 to 1999, in particular in the field of environnenta
geographical information systens. Technical assistance was brought to

Dji bouti, Egypt and the Sudan on environnental information systens. Finally,
a joint activity in cooperation with | FAD, anmong others, ainms to develop a
regi onal strategy for the utilization of the Nubian sandstone aquifer and the
overlying arid lands within the eastern Sahara in North-East Africa.

Eur opean Uni on

26. The European Union drew attention to its Action Plan for the
Protection of Natural Resources and Conbating Desertification in Africa,
under which 230 programres had been carried out throughout the continent
bet ween 1986 and 1989 at a cost of nearly 2 billion euros.

27. Mul til ateral cooperation with sub-Saharan Africa over the past 24 years
was undertaken within the framework of the Lonmé conventions (with African

Cari bbean and Pacific (ACP) States) and through its financial instrunent, the
Eur opean Devel opnent Fund. The first three Lomé conventions placed altogether
16 billion euros (95 per cent in grants) at the disposal of the ACP States,
whi ch have established their own priorities. Lomé IIl placed strong enphasis
on food security; drought and desertification control were specifically
addressed within the agricultural policy provisions. Under the revised

Lomé 1V, the national indicative programes of five African countries

(Bot swana, Malawi, Mauritania, Swaziland and Zi nbabwe) and one regi onal
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i ndi cati ve progranme (East Africa) gave consi derable inportance to natura
resource managenent and the participatory approach to environnenta

protection. They allot a reasonable percentage of funds to those broad
categories in which progranmes and projects agai nst desertification can easily
be undertaken. Ohers have focal areas that are also clearly targeted on the
protection of natural resources.

28. There are also two themati c budget |ines, “Tropical Forests” and
“Environnment in the Devel oping Countries”, managed by the European

Conmi ssion's Directorate-CGeneral for Development (DG VIII). One of the five
priority areas of the latter budget |ine concerns inproving practices for the
conservation of soils and farm and, management and protection of forests and
the fight against desertification. Between 1990 and 1995, 20.6 nillion euros
were committed to desertification-related projects under both budget |ines,
nmore than 50 per cent of which went to projects in Africa. Details of these
projects are contained in a report distributed by the European Conmunity to
del egates at the first session of the Conference of the Parties in 1997.

Bet ween 1996 and 1998, DG VIII committed a total of 43.7 nmillion euros and
24.5 mllion euros, respectively, to the two above-nenti oned budget |i nes.
Numer ous anti-desertification activities continue to be undertaken. Details
will be contained in a revised report, which will be distributed at the fourth
session of the Conference of the Parties in 2000.

29. Since 1994, around 18 nmillion euros have been commtted to financing
research projects in agriculture and natural resources in ACP States, under
the International Cooperation with Devel opi ng Countries (I NCO DC), a
subprogranme of the Framework Research Programme of DG XIl. They include a
variety of activities in eastern and southern Africa. DG XlI|I co-financed a
wor kshop on strategies for sustainabl e devel opnent in the dryland areas of
East Africa (Addis Ababa, 1998) and plans to finance another one on data and
informati on requirenents for interdisciplinary research into desertification
in the Mediterranean Basin and in sub-Saharan Africa (October 1999, Sassari,

Italy).

International Crops Research Institute for the Sem -Arid Tropics
(1 CRI SAT)

30. | CRI SAT, which is the Consultative G oup on International Agricultura
Research (CG AR) | ead centre for the UNCCD, was chosen to host the systemw de
Desert Margins Initiative (DPM, which in 1998 transforned itself into a full-
fl edged progranmme operating in three sub-Saharan regions: eastern Africa
(Kenya), western Africa (Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, and Senegal) and southern
Africa (Botswana, Nam bia, South Africa and Zi nbabwe). DM is an eco-regiona
initiative conbining physical, biological, econom c and soci ol ogi ca

di mensi ons of the production environment and seeking to blend natural sciences
and soci o-econonmic research. |Its mission is to enhance food security and
reduce poverty in the desert margi ns of sub-Saharan Africa by pronoting

i nnovative and action-oriented dryl and managenent research to reduce | and
degradation. Research is carried out by a nultidisciplinary team of
scientists in each nmenber country in close association with the national

regi onal, and international research programres, non-governnenta

organi zati ons and | ocal conmunities.
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31. DMP has undertaken a series of short-termactivities as part of its
commitrment to contribute to the inplenentation of the UNCCD such as:

conpil ation and use of existing dryland management technol ogi es; studies on
sel ected representative benchmark sites; devel opnent of nulti-scal e decision
support systens; participation in the Commttee on Sci ence and Technol ogy
(CST) network survey; direct collaboration with the UNCCD secretariat. DWW is
exploring possibilities for promoting crop diversification in the desert
mar gi ns of sub-Saharan Africa. |In 1997, it organized a workshop on date pal m
cultivation in collaboration with regional, national, and internationa
research organi zations, with support fromthe International Devel opnent
Research Centre. A regional project is being finalized by DWP, the Food and
Agriculture Organi zation of the United Nations, and the Internationa
Programme for Arid Land.

bservatory of the Sahara and the Sahel (OSS)

32. In the context of measures and activities carried out by OSS, a users’
guide to the matri x of indicators on the inplenmentation of the CCD was
prepared in Novenber 1998, together with CILSS, in order to help African
countries to put in place a tool for nonitoring and eval uation of their
processes of preparation and inplenentation of national action progranmes
(NAPs). OSS also contributed to the CCD secretariat’s review of the format of
nati onal reports (Ceneva, February 1999) by supplying a paper jointly with

UNI TAR, and al so participated, using its own resources, in the neeting held to
finalize the “CCD national reports help guide” (UNEP, Nairobi, March 1999).

In addition, under its progranme “Support for the inplenmentation of the CCD
OSS rel eased the human and financial resources needed to participate, with the
CCD executive secretariat and UNITAR, in |eading the subregional mneetings
organi zed within AMJ, | GAD and SADC for national focal points and subregi ona
consultants. Lastly, OSS contributed to the drawing up of the AMJ subregi ona
action programe (SRAP) and its report to COP.3, in particular in the sections
on nonitoring and eval uation

Organi zation of African Unity (OAU)

33. The QAU continues to operate the Special Enmergency Fund for Drought

Fami ne in Africa as well as the integrated Devel opment Project of the Fouta
Djallon H ghland in Guinea. At subregional level, the Inter-African Bureau
for Ani mal Resources of OAU has included anti-desertification conponents in
several of its projects (in Ethiopia and Djibouti). Oher activities in

East Africa involve the inclusion of environnental inpact analysis in project
activities of eight African countries. The Sem -Arid Food Grain Research and
Devel opnent Programe provi des research, capacity-building and scientific

i nformati on di ssem nation services to nenber States. It also provides
assistance to African country Parties to the UNCCD in the preparation of their
nati onal and regional action programes, especially as regard food grain
research and devel opnent. The QAU signed an agreement with, and comm tted
US$ 300,000 to, the UNCCD secretariat through the African Devel opment Bank

In order to ensure coherent and coordi nated i nplenmentation of the Rio
conventions in an African context, QAU initiated work on the revision of the
African Convention on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources of 1968
(Al giers Convention) to bring it into line with recent internationa

envi ronnment al agreenents.
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34. The QAU policy organs nmeeting in Algiers in July 1999 adopted a
continental coordination nechanismfor the inplenmentation of the UNCCD. An
annual coordination neeting will be organi zed between the regi onal organs to
foll ow-up on devel opnents and to allow for an exchange of views and
experience. Simlar meetings will be held on an annual basis at the

subregi onal |evel. The nmechani smalso includes activities of research and
devel opnent on traditional know edge, know how and practices in the sphere of
desertification control

West African Econom c and Mnetary Union ( WAEMJ)

35. Desertification control is one of the major objectives of WAEMJ in the
field of environnental inprovement policy at the subregional level. WAEMJ
pursued its activities alongside the two |iaison centres, ECOMS and CI LSS,
whi ch were entrusted with coordinating the preparation and inplementation of
the SRAP for West Africa. Since its establishment in 1995, the Conm ssion of
WAEMUJ has participated in all the phases of preparation of the SRAP as an
active nenber of the various bodies set up for that purpose. In particular
it participated in the neeting of intergovernnmental organizations in the
subregion in Lomé in 1996, the SRAP Forum of Actors in N aney in 1997 and the
various neetings of the thematic groups. As the |eader of the group on
“Sust ai nabl e managenent of transboundary plant and ani nal resources”, the
Conmi ssion contacted international agencies (Wrld Bank, UNEP, UNESCO, | EPF,
etc.) with a view to devel oping joint programes and thematic studies in this
field. 1In addition to a cooperation agreenent signed in 1998 with the CCD
secretariat, partnership agreements are being drawn up with | FAD, FAO the
African Devel opment Bank (ADB) and the Islam c Devel opment Bank (I DB).

36. In 1998 the Comm ssion of WAEMJ set up a fund to provide assistance for
regional integration targeted primarily on the nost deprived regions of the
Uni on, including those worst-affected by the problens of desertification and
drought. Its aimis, inter alia, to support production and trade activities
and to contribute to inproving the living conditions of the people and
protection of the environment. Draw ng on the Union’s own resources, the fund
will be operational in the year 2000 for national or cross-frontier projects.
Di scussions are under way with the G obal Mechanismto nobilize other

devel opnent partners.

C. Non-governnental organizations

Inter-Parlianmentary Union (I PU)

37. The | PU Council endorsed in Brussels (April 1999) the final declaration
adopted by the nmeeting of parlianentarians on the occasion of COP.2

(I CCD/ COP(2)/ 14/ Add. 1, annex V) and decided to grant |PU sponsorship to a
second meeting of parliamentarians to be held during COP.3.

Solidarité Canada Sahel (SCS)

38. Sol i darité Canada Sahel has been involved since 1995 in facilitating the
participation of Sahelian actors in the Intergovernnmental Negotiating
Conmittee (INCD) and COP sessions w th Canadi an fundi ng, under a programe
designed to strengthen civil society in the Sahel. SCS supported the hol di ng
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of national forunms in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger which contributed to the
creation of national conmittees in the three countries. It also supported
Mali in organizing a subregional forumon desertification and |and tenure.
Wth the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent, a |eaflet on

traditi onal know edge and practices in conbating desertification was produced.
Furthernore strong exchanges and encouragenents have been provided in the
context of the World Day to Conbat Desertification and Drought on 17 June,
especially with Mali in 1997. A leaflet was produced by SCS and the Ofice to
Conmbat Desertification and Drought (UNSO) on the experience gained fromthe
Worl d Day to Conbat Desertification and Drought.



