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UN CEFACT Pernanent Legal Wbrking G oup
Pur pose

The purpose of this working group is to undertake current |ega
processes and issues within the mssion of CEFACT in accordance with its
mandate. The strategy is to identify legal constraints that have an adverse
ef fect on the CEFACT mission and objectives and to propose practica
i mprovenents to resolve these | egal constraints.

Acconpl i shrent s

In 1999 the working group had three nmeetings in January, My,
Sept enber.

During the first meeting the working group discussed an updated version
of the draft Model Electronic Comerce Agreenent. Furthernore it resolved to
submt new Terns of Reference for the Legal Rapporteurs to the CEFACT pl enary
for consideration.

During the second neeting the working group finished its discussions
with regard to the draft Mdel El ectronic Conmerce Agreenent. Furthernore it
decided to send the draft nodel agreenment through the UN CEFACT secretari at
to groups and organisations wthin and outside the CEFACT organi sati on and
ask for their comrents. It discussed the conmunication plan for the
i ntroduction of the nodel agreenent and decided to draft anong others a press
release. Finally, it reviewed its work programme and decided to add the
following items to this program (i) el ectronic conmerce convention, (ii)
nodel Intermediary Agreenent and (iii) code of conduct for e-conmerce.

During this neeting Ms. Anne Troye-Wal ker resigned as chair of the
wor ki ng group and Professor Rob van Esch was el ected as the new chair of the
LWG Professor Samaranayake (chair of the AFACT LW and M. David Marsh were
el ected as vice-chairs of the LMWG and M. Marsh was al so appoi nted as
UN CEFACT Legal Liaison Rapporteur. M. Renaud Sorieul, Legal Secretary of
UNCI TRAL, was re-appointed by the working group as the second Legal Liaison
Rapport eur

During the third nmeeting the working group discussed the coments
recei ved by several other groups with regard to the Mddel El ectronic Conmerce
Agreenent and based on these comments nmade sone anendnents to the draft Mde
El ectroni ¢ Conmer ce Agreenent.

It al so discussed the Draft Uniform Rules for Electronic Trade and
Settlenents (URETS) of the International Chanber of Conmerce (1CC). It
decided that the chair of the working group woul d communi cate the comments of
the Working Group to the Secretariat of the ICC

The chair of the working group explained the self-regulation
initiatives in the Netherlands by the Electronic Comerce Pl atform
Net herl ands (ECP.NL). The wor ki ng group decided that it would consider the
possibility of supporting this initiative because it would contribute to the
use of e-commerce by business, consuners and governments. Finally, it decided
that M. David Marsh would wite a discussion paper with regard to an
I nternational Convention on Electronic Signatures.
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hj ectives
According to its Wrk Programme the main objectives are:

a. To have the Model El ectronic Commerce Agreenent adopted as a UN CEFACT
reconmendati on.

b. To prepare a draft Recommendation for a Mdel |nternediary Agreenent.

c. To consider the possibility of supporting the present work in ECP. NL
Net herl ands for the devel opment of a code of conduct for e-comerce
activities.

d. To explore the possibility of the establishnent, in co-operation with

UNCI TRAL and other relevant UN and international bodies of an
i nternational convention on el ectronic signatures.




