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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. Under decision 11/COP.1, the information provided in national reports is
suppl enented by information provided at the subregi onal and regional |evels,
as well as that contained in other reports, in order to enable the Conference
of the Parties (COP) to review the inplementation of the Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) and the operation of its institutional nmachinery, in
the Iight of experience at the national, subregional, regional and
international levels, and also to nmake appropriate recomrendations for efforts
to achieve its objectives on the basis of an analysis of progress nade.

2. In accordance with decision 5/ COP.2, paragraph 2, which refers to the
fact that the reports of affected African countries are to be exam ned at the
third Conference of the Parties, the secretariat undertook the preparation of
this report, which summarizes the information relating to activities carried
out at the subregional and regional |evels.

3. Wher e subregi onal action progranmes (SRAPs) are concerned, the

i nformati on contained in this docunent is taken fromthe reports submtted by
the intergovernnmental organi zations which are the focal points or Iiaison
centres for subregional activities. These organizations are: the Pernmanent
Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS), the Economc
Comunity of West African States (ECOMS), the Southern African Devel opment
Comunity (SADC), the Intergovernmental Authority on Devel opment (I GAD) and
the Arab Maghreb Union (AMJ). The full reports submtted by these

organi zations are available on the secretariat’s Wb site (www. unccd. de).

4, Concerning the regional action programre (RAP), this report basically
describes progress in this area as facilitated by the secretariat at the
request of African partners.

. SUMVARY OF REPORTS ON THE PROCESSES RELATI NG TO
THE SUBREG ONAL ACTI ON PROGRAMMVES AND THE REG ONAL
ACTI ON PROGRAMVE

5. Exam nati on of the various reports received pronpts the foll ow ng
remar ks and observati ons:

(a) SRAPs

6. The SRAP processes in the various subregions of the African continent
are progressing fairly satisfactorily despite often difficult circunstances,

i ncl udi ng i nadequate resources allocated for this process and a | ow | evel of
commi tment by cooperation partners. A nunber of difficulties are due to poor
institutional capabilities and the |lack of effective machinery for nmonitoring
and evaluation in alnost all the institutions which are SRAP |iaison centres.
This is also why nost of the SRAPs specify institution-building as one of the
priorities in their fields of cooperation

7. VWere funding of the process is concerned, it should be noted that the
quality of the activities conducted during this initial stage furnishes
adequate proof to justify greater interest on the part of the nenbers of these
subr egi onal organi zations as well as their principal cooperation partners in
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t he ongoing activities. However, the reports indicate that in sonme
subregi ons, the financial comm tnment of the nmenber countries has remined very
poor, whereas others have made a substantial effort.

8. It is inportant to emphasize in this regard the particular inportance
attached in the various reports to the establishment of funds or financia
machinery to facilitate the subregi onal processes.

(b)  The RAP

9. The RAP process was conducted in accordance with the provisions of the
Convention and the gui dance laid down by the first Pan-African Conference on
the inmplementation of the Convention (Quagadougou, March 1997). The mgj or
concern is still that of maintaining a rate of evolution compatible with the
| evel of progress in the national (NAP) and subregi onal (SRAP) action
programmes so that the three processes provide nmutually beneficial feedback

10. The impl ementati on of phase 1 of the RAP process since March 1998,
through the organization of thematic workshops, has supplied material which
may contribute to better evaluation of the present state of affairs and offer
a clearer approach to elimnating the possible risks of duplication

11. In that regard, one of the | essons drawmn fromthe themati c workshops
exercise in support of the RAP process is undoubtedly the consensus which has
energed on the need for a conmon understandi ng which is nore operational and
closer to the Convention’s concerns, rather than a classic and basically

i noperative approach to the concept of “network”. Discussions, sonetinmes very
lively, on experience with the classic system of network operation in Africa
made it possible to further clarify the objectives of the Convention and
identify nore clearly the existing scope for drawing on the scientific and
techni cal potential which Africa as a whole could nobilize in order to
contribute positively to the inplenentation of the Convention.

12. One of the major lessons is that there are many scientific and technica
achi evenents which, if better used, nore fully exploited and nore
appropriately popul ari zed, could have enabl ed a decisive contribution to be
made to efforts to conbat drought and desertification in Africa. It is this
path that the African RAP process is taking, by involving all the participants
in regional cooperative activities, as well as their main interested partners.

13. As for the funding of the process and the issue of partnership
agreenents, it is heartening to observe that many of those working at the
regional and nultilateral levels as well as bilateral partners have made a
variety of efforts to follow and support the ongoi ng process.

[11. PROGRESS REPORT ON THE SUBREG ONAL ACTI ON PROGRAMVES

1. In West Africa

14. The West African subregi on has been engaged since Septenber 1994 in
drawi ng up a subregional action programe to conbat desertification (SRAP) in
pursuance of article 10 of the Convention’s regional annex for Africa.
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Si xteen countries in the subregion (Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde,

Coéte d' Ivoire, Ganbia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali

Mauritania, N ger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo) plus Chad are
covered by the programme and have contributed to its preparation, coordinated
by CI LSS and ECOWAS

(a) The areas of cooperation under the progranme and nmeasures taken
or planned

15. Ei ght priority areas for cooperation had been identified when the
process was | aunched and were coordinated at the regional level in various
ways:

. Sust ai nabl e managenent of shared water resources;

. Sust ai nabl e managenent of shared plant and ani mal resources;

. Scientific and technical cooperation

. Devel opnent and rational management of energy resources;

. Efforts to conbat pests affecting crops, forest species and
ani mal s;

. Early warni ng of drought and mitigation of its imnpacts;

. Information, training, conmunication

. Policies for coordination of marketing systens and creation of

joint infrastructure.

16. Bet ween t he adoption of the Convention in June 1994 and May 1999,
several activities were undertaken, dealing in particular wth:

. Adoption of institutional neasures for inplenmentation

. Definition of eligibility criteria for SRAP activities;

. Desi gnati on of focal points for the thematic areas sel ected,

. Arrangenents for support to countries of the subregion in the

context of their respective NAP processes;

. Establ i shnent of nmachinery to facilitate the exchange of
i nformati on, experience and know how,

. Formul ati on and adopti on of the SRAP and adoption of a strategy
for nobilizing the financial resources needed for its
i mpl enent ati on.
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17. CI LSS and ECOMS were designated liaison centres for the preparatory
activities and coordination of inplementation. The institutional framework
for coordination relating to the SRAP in West Africa is conposed of the
foll owi ng organs of these two institutions:

The ECOMAS Conference of Heads of State and Governnent plus Chad
i s the highest decision-making body;

The Subregional Forum of Actors is a body conposed of all the
i ndi vi dual s and organi zations that have a role to play in managi ng
the subregion’s shared resources;

The Subregi onal Coordinating Comrittee is the body entrusted with
the principal functions of nonitoring, planning and coordi nation
of the SRAP;

A nunber of thematic groups have been set up and constitute forums
both for scientific and technical analysis and for consultation
and coordination of the actions to be taken. Leaders of these
groups have been appoi nted.

(b) The consul tative process in support of the preparation and
i npl enentati on of the subregional action progranmme and partnership
agreenents concluded with the devel oped countri es and/or other
interested entities
18. The SRAP process has been punctuated by a series of regional neetings

since the adoption of the Convention in June 1994 in Paris. The follow ng are

not ewort hy:

Septenber 1994: Mnisterial neeting in Quagadougou, Burkina Faso,
on the initiative of CILSS, leading to a decision to draw up a
singl e SRAP for the whole of West Africa;

July 1995: Subregional conference in Dakar, Senegal, a decisive

stage in the launching of the SRAP process gathering together the
nati onal focal points, the non-governmental organizations (NGGs)

and the intergovernnmental organizations (1G0s) fromthe subregion
and the principal cooperation partners;

February 1996: Meeting of 1G0s fromthe subregion in Lomé, Togo,
to define a strategy for cooperation in the rational managenent of
shared natural resources;

March 1997: Meeting of NGOs from English-speaking West African
countries to agree on the involvenent of NGOs in the process of
i mpl enmentati on of the Convention

July 1997: Subregional forumin N amey, N ger, on identifying
subregional priorities in the area of shared natural resources;
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. December 1997: Meeting of the Subregional Coordinating Committee
on institutional, financial and technical questions in Accra,
Ghana;
. January and March 1998: Meetings of the thematic groups in
Quagadougou, Burki na Faso;
. Sept enber 1988: Meeting of the Subregi onal Coordinating Commttee
to validate the SRAP prelimnary draft in Cotonou, Benin
. May 1999: Meeting of environment ministers fromthe subregion
plus Chad in Long, Togo, to adopt the SRAP
19. CI LSS al so supported meeti ngs anong the national coordinating bodies
(NCBs) and between the NCBs and the NGOs which were held in Bamako, Mli, in

Decenmber 1994 and Banjul, Ganbia, in August 1996 to adopt a joint NAP
preparati on methodol ogy in the subregion; other nmeetings such as the neeting
in Bamako in April 1996 offered an opportunity for nore thorough exam nation
of the questions of resource nobilization for the financing of the NAPs and
i nprovenent of participation by nenbers of civil society in the nationa
processes.

20. In accordance with article 11, paragraph (a) of the regional annex for
Africa, activities involved in the formul ati on of transboundary
desertification control pilot projects have been carried out as a part of
cooperation between AMJ and CILSS. These projects, whose purpose is to
contribute to creating favourable conditions for integrated |ocal devel opnent
in the border regions of the Maghreb and the Sahel, are ainmed as nuch at the
grass-roots comrunities as at government and cooperation partners.

(c) Fi nanci al allocations by affected country parties of the subregion
in support of the inplenentation of the SRAP as well as technica
and financial assistance received or needed

21. The SRAP process in West Africa has now conpleted its start-up phase,
during which the financing of activities was for the nost part sporadic. At
the current stage, only the resources nobilized by CILSS fromits traditiona
partners and the support granted through the Convention secretariat has
enabl ed the above-nentioned activities to be inplenmented, so that it would be
i nappropriate at this stage to speak of partnership agreenents and firm
commitments by cooperation partners. Total resources nobilized to date anount
to about US$ 500, 000.

22. It should be noted that given the scale of future requirenents in terns
of financial and human resources, the |ack of partnership machinery and
adequate financing of the SRAP m ght constitute a rather serious handicap to
the normal operation of the process. |In that regard, there are plans to
reacti vate as soon as possible the project for the creation of financia
machinery to facilitate the SRAP process in West Africa.
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(d) Benchmar ks and i ndicators
23. CILSS contributed to the fornulation of a joint project prepared with
the hel p of the Sahara and Sahel Observatory (0SS) for the devel opnent of a

matri x of indicators and benchmarks for eval uation of the NAPs and the SRAPs.

2. In southern Africa

24, In southern Africa, the launching of the process of drawing up a
subregi onal action programre was based on the earlier initiatives which had
enabl ed desertification control efforts in the subregion to be organi zed
around such maj or progranmmes and projects as the Kal ahari-Nam b project, for
exanple. Follow ng the adoption of the Convention in 1994, the countries of
t he subregi on (Angol a, Botswana, Lesotho, Ml awi, Muuritius, Mzanbi que,
Nam bi a, South Africa, Swaziland, United Republic of Tanzania, Zanbi a,

Zi mbabwe as well as the Denocratic Republic of Congo and Seychel |l es, which
joined SADC | ater) took action to define the content of the SRAP within the
framework of their cooperation in SADC-Environment and Land Managenent Sector
(ELMVS) .

(a) The areas of cooperation under the progranme and neasures taken or
pl anned

25. Fol | owi ng several subregional neetings organized in keeping with the
principles set out in the Convention, the southern African subregional SRAP
conprising seven priority areas for cooperation was approved and adopted by
the SADC Council of Mnisters in August 1997. The seven priority areas

sel ected rel ate to:

. Capacity-building and institutional strengthening;
. Strengt hening of early warning systens;
. Cooperation for the sustai nable devel opnent of shared natura

resources and ecosystens;
. Information coll ection, managenent and exchange;

. Devel opnent of the process of transfer of appropriate technol ogies
to the conmmunity | evel

. Devel opnent of alternative sources of energy;
. Soci 0- economi c i ssues.
26. Prelim nary steps were taken to assist in institutional strengthening

and to provide a solid grounding for the initiatives planned under the SRAP
process:

. Selection in 1997 of the Desert Research Foundation of Nam bia as
t he subregional centre of excellence for capacity-building;
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. Trai ning of trainers;
. Support for research.

These initiatives prepared the ground for the effective | aunching of the
process.

27. Various specialist technical agencies of SADC have al so been entrusted
with followup in each of the other priority areas selected; sonme specific
programes such as the Kal ahari-Nam b action plan and the activities of the
Mul tidisciplinary Scientific and Technical Consultative Commttee (MSTCC, set
up in June 1998) are coordinated by the SADC-ELMS secretariat itself.

(b) The consultative process in support of the inplenentation of the
SRAP and partnershi p agreenents concluded with the devel oped
country parties and the other interested entities

28. The SRAP process pronpted considerable consultation in the subregion
following its |aunch between May 1993 and March 1997; nore than five
subr egi onal wor kshops (including the Maseru subregi onal forum which adopted
the SRAP) and six neetings on issues relating to this progranme took place in
the foll owi ng chronol ogi cal order

. May 1993, Franci stown, Botswana: Subregional neeting to identify
key issues of interest for the SADC countri es;

. June 1994, Mabane, Swaziland: Subregional neeting to review and
adopt the regional case study on drought and desertification in
t he SADC regi on;

. March 1995, Pretoria, South Africa: Subregional workshop on
pl anni ng the SRAP process;

. January 1996, W ndhoek, Nam bi a: Subregional neeting on the SRAP
priority areas;

. March 1997, Maseru, Lesotho: Subregional forumto study the
prelimnary draft of the SRAP

. August 1997, Maseru, Lesotho: SADC Council of Mnisters to adopt
t he SADC SRAP;

. April 1998, Gaborone, Botswana: Subregional neeting to consider
the recomrendati ons on the inplementation of the Kal ahari-Nam b
proj ect under the SRAP

. April 1998, Harare, Zi nmbabwe: Subregional workshop on activities
relating to the harnonization of the early warning systens on
desertification in the SADC regi on
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29. O her neetings offered an opportunity to review existing projects and
programmes and to harnoni ze the strategi es and net hodol ogi es | aid down by the
nati onal focal points and the NGOs in the inplenentation of the NAP and SRAP
processes.

30. The successful holding of these various neetings al so enhanced the
credibility of SADC- ELMS, which successfully concluded substantial partnership
agreenents both among the SADC nenber States thensel ves and bet ween SADC- ELMS
and certain traditional cooperation partners.

(c) Fi nanci al allocations by affected country parties of the subregion
and technical and financial assistance received or needed

31. Fi nanci ng of the southern African SRAP process has so far involved for
the nost part contributions from SADC nenber States in the form of personne
or logistical support for the substantive and practical organization of the
subr egi onal neetings.

32. In addition, the process has benefited fromfinancial resources and
techni cal inputs provided by various international organizations and agenci es,
i ncludi ng the Convention secretariat. However, meeting future financing
requirenments will demand the continuation and strengthening of the role played
to date by the nmenber States and the cooperation partners.

(d) Benchmar ks and i ndi cators
33. The principal conclusions reached at the Maseru workshop enabl ed the
Mul tidisciplinary Scientific and Technical Consultative Committee to be
entrusted with the fornmulation, inplenmentation and nonitoring/eval uation of
this activity.

3. In Eastern Africa

34. The Eastern African subregion is involved in the process of preparation

of a subregional action programe to conbat desertification through the agency
of the Intergovernmental Authority on Devel opnent (I GAD). The preparation of

a subregional action programme in the context of the Convention was initiated

with the holding of the Asmara, Eritrea, subregional neeting in August 1995.

(a) The areas of cooperation under the progranme and neasures taken or
pl anned

35. In the framework of the SRAP process, nine areas of cooperation have
been sel ected by | GAD:

. Devel opnent and managenent of transboundary natural resources;

. Fostering an enabling environnment (legislative, institutional
econonm ¢ and policy aspects);

. Col | ection, analysis and exchange of information relating to the
SRAP;
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. Research and devel opnent;

. Educati on and public awareness;

. Coordi nati on of programres to devel op alternative energy sources;

. Cooperation in the field of efforts to conbat crop pests, floating
pl ants, vectors of human and ani mal di seases and pl ant di seases;

. Early warning systens and joint plans for nmitigating the effects
of drought;

. Capaci ty- bui |l di ng.

36. The activities related to the SRAP have been incorporated into the | GAD
secretariat’s work programre and their inplenmentati on has been planned in
phases conprising identification of the priority areas of the Convention not
covered by the activities under the current | GAD programe and their

har moni zati on with the inplenentation of these priority projects and

pr ogr amres.

(b) The consul tative process in support of the preparation and
i mpl enmentati on of the SRAP and partnership agreements with the
devel oped countries and/or other interested entities

37. In accordance with the Convention’s regional annex for Africa, the | GAD
secretariat organized a series of neetings with the aimof l[aying down the
general path to be followed in the pursuit of the Convention process. The
foll ow ng may be nentioned:

. Sept ember 1994, Khartoum Sudan: Meeting to define the
met hodol ogy for the inplementation of the Convention in the
subr egi on;

. August 1995, Asmara, Eritrea: Consultations to agree on priority

areas of the SRAP

. February 1997, Nairobi, Kenya: Subregional forumto exam ne the
prelimnary draft of the SRAP

38. In the course of these activities, the | GAD secretariat benefited from
substantial support fromtraditional cooperation partners. Partnership
agreements were signed in this context and financial support was obtained for
the pursuit of certain priority activities.

(c) Fi nanci al allocations by affected country parties of the subregion
and technical and financial assistance received or needed

39. The statutory contributions of the | GAD nenber States have been paid
regularly, and this has made it possible to ensure part of the funding for the
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agency’ s subregional activities using its own resources. The political wll
expressed by the States of the subregion in this way has stinmulated an

i ncrease in the assistance provided by many cooperation partners, including
the Convention secretariat.

(d) Benchmar ks and i ndicators

40. The Secretariat General of |GAD has been instructed to ensure the
moni toring and eval uation of the process. Accordingly, its comittee
responsi bl e for science and technol ogy has begun work on devel oping the

i ndi cators and benchmarks needed for the continuous eval uation of the

SRAP process. Initiatives have been taken to identify working principles
suited to the needs and specific features of the subregion in ternms of the
nature of the indicators to be devised, conplenmentarity between the NAPs
and the SRAPs, the | evel of participation by existing networks and ot her
factors.

4, In North Africa

41. The nmenber countries of the Arab Maghreb Union (AMJ) were able to
initiate their process of preparation of the subregional action programe as
early as the nmonth of Cctober 1994, when the first international meeting on
desertification control in the Maghreb was held in Rabat, Mrocco. In
Novenber 1995, in Tunis, the AMJ secretariat al so organized an information
wor kshop for the Maghreb on the inplementation of the Convention

(a) The areas of cooperation under the progranme and neasures taken or
pl anned

42. Ei ght priority action areas were identified and selected for the SRAP
process following the prelimnary consultations (COctober 1994) which were held
in the context of the inplementation of the Convention

. Sust ai nabl e managenent of transboundary natural resources;
. Coordi nati on of programres to devel op alternative energy sources;
. Cooperation for the managenent and control of efforts to conbat

pests and plant and ani mal di seases;

. Capaci ty- bui |l di ng;

. Scientific and technical cooperation

. Early warni ng system

. Exchange of experience and informtion

. Fostering an enabling environment.
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(b) The consul tative process in support of the preparation and
i npl enentati on of the subregional action progranme and partnership
agreenents with the devel oped countries and other interested
entities

43. The strategy adopted to achi eve the objectives of the SRAP essentially
foll ows a conprehensive and prudent approach based on the |inks between the
nati onal activities and the subregional activities. Wthin this approach, the
AMJ secretariat strives to work with the countries of the subregion to
integrate efforts to conbat desertification in national strategies for the
elimnation of poverty and the inprovement of the quality of life in the
Maghreb as a whol e.

44, In so doing, AMJ bases its activities on the application of the key
princi ples of the Convention - the participatory approach, the principle of
subsidiarity, the consultative approach and the concl usion of partnership
agreenents.

45, An initial nmeeting organized by the AMJ secretariat in Rabat in

April 1997, attended by representatives of the Convention secretariat, the
United Nations Devel opment Programme (UNDP), OSS, the United Nations Econom c
Conmi ssion for Africa (ECA) and the African Organization of Cartography and
remote Sensing, as well as Environnental and Devel opment Action in the Third
World (ENDA), had gathered the AMJ experts together in order to reviewthe
prelimnary actions designed to allow the activities making up the SRAP to be
| aunched.

46. Anmong the steps planned to give the process the inpetus required,
menti on shoul d be made of the project for the setting up of a body to

coordi nate the subregi onal Convention activities scheduled within AMJ, as well
as the establishment of a subregional consultative body. |In this regard, it
shoul d be nmentioned that the holding of the first subregional forumto approve
various institutional structures and the projects listed in the SRAP is
schedul ed for Septenber 1999 in Al giers.

(c) Fi nanci al allocations by affected country parties of the subregion
in support of the process and technical and financial assistance
recei ved or needed

47. The establishnment of a subregional desertification control fund has been
pl anned to support the inplenentation of the SRAP; this fund should receive
contributions fromthe nmenber States of AMJ and the cooperation partners. The
financing requirenments for the project for the establishnent of a SRAP

coordi nating unit have been evaluated at US$ 1,295, 750; financial assistance
is sought for US$ 925,000 of this sum

(d) Benchmar ks and i ndi cators

48. Several provisions of the Convention relate to the creation of

i ndicators to nonitor progress made in the inplenentation of the Convention
and so a proposal for a matrix of indicators relating to the inplenmentation
and nonitoring of the SRAP has been initiated, with assistance from OSS,
inter alia.
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V. PROGRESS | N THE PREPARATI ON OF THE REG ONAL ACTI ON PROGRAMVE

49. Resol ution No. 2 adopted by the Pan-African Conference on the

i mpl enentati on of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification
(UNCCD), and efforts in Africa to follow up the results of the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opment (UNCED), have prepared the ground
for the launching of the process of preparation of the Convention s regiona
action programe for Africa.

(a) The areas of cooperation under the progranme and neasures taken or
pl anned

50. In accordance with the provisions of article 13 of the regional annex
for Africa, which provides an overall definition of the priority areas in
whi ch the RAP of fers conparative advantages, the Pan-African Conference
identified as follows the areas of cooperation where the priority activities
relating to the RAP process for Africa should be carried out:

. Ecol ogi cal nonitoring, natural resources mapping, renote sensing
and early warni ng systerns;

. Agroforestry and soil conservation
. Rat i onal managenent of rangel ands and pronotion of fodder crops;
. Rati onal managenent of the water resources of the mgjor

transboundary river, |ake and hydrogeol ogi cal basins;

. Pronmoti on of renewabl e energy sources and environment-friendly
t echnol ogi es;

. Sust ai nabl e farm producti on systens;

. Fostering an enabling environment for efforts to conbat
desertification and capacity-building.

(b) The consul tative process in support of the preparation and
i npl enmentati on of the programre and partnershi p agreenents

51. During the period under consideration, the activities relating to the
RAP process for Africa were essentially centred on the hol ding of the seven
regi onal thematic workshops recomended by the Pan-African Conference. By

30 June 1999, six out of the seven workshops planned had been held, and the
seventh was scheduled in Harare, Zinbabwe, from20 to 23 July 1999.

52. The obj ectives of these workshops were basically as foll ows:
. To identify, for each of the thematic areas suggested, the

priority actions and activities which could constitute the
backbone of the regional action programre;
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. To propose the institutional and financial arrangenments required
to support the inplenentation of the reconmendati ons stemming from
t he vari ous workshops and the nonitoring of the RAP in general
53. Ceneral |y speaki ng, between 50 and 60 participants representing a

vari ety of subregional and regional agencies operating in the areas concerned,
as well as intergovernnental organizations which were |iaison centres for the
SRAPs, United Nations system organi zations, African country parties, NG and
cooperation partners took part in the work of the six workshops.

54. Participation in the workshops and the choice of venue followed the rule
of equitabl e geographical distribution and that of the search for a sound
bal ance between different parties involved at this level: regional or

subregi onal specialist African institutions, international agencies, civi
soci ety and NGGCs of subregi onal or regional significance, African country
parties and focal points of the Convention selected by subregion, subregiona
institutions, SRAP focal points.

55. The concl usi ons and recomendati ons of the workshops al ready held nmay be
summari zed as foll ows:

(i) Regi onal wor kshop on the pronotion of a network on ecol ogi ca
nmoni toring, natural resources mapping, renote sensing and early
war ni ng systens in the context of the RAP/UNCCD

56. The workshop was held at the Regional Centre for Services in Surveying,
Mappi ng and Renote Sensing (RCSSMRS) in Nairobi, Kenya, from5 to 8 May 1998,
in cooperation with the Kenyan Government and with financial support from
Germany. The main concl usions were:

. As a result of the wide diversity in nethods of evaluating
desertification processes and bases for collecting data, there is
a great need for standardization, harnonization and integration of
scientific and technical data on ecol ogical nonitoring and natura
resources mapping. This situation necessitates nodernization and
better coordination of the data collection and processing
activities carried out at different |evels by the specialized
institutions operating in Africa;

. There is an urgent need to renove the mgajor constraints of the
| ack of management personnel and the inadequate skills in the use
of renote sensing and nodern managenent of early warning systens
to prevent the effects of desertification and drought in Africa.

57. The priority actions planned are designed to draw greater benefit from
advanced technol ogi es for conbating desertification and/or mtigating the
effects of drought. They will make it possible to initiate standard-setting

activities (definition and follow up of standards and specifications) with a
view to the integration, standardization and harnoni zati on of nethods and
techni ques for the collection and processing of observation data; the actions
shoul d al so make it possible to finalize basic mapping work, especially in a
nunmber of affected countries and regions, and to pursue and inprove the
thematic activities of ecological nmonitoring and natural resources mapping;
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| astly, these actions are designed to strengthen the exchange of experience in
renote sensing data collection and interpretation, including the acquisition
and processing of satellite data, their standardization and their

har nmoni zati on as well as their dissem nation using nodern information
technol ogi es (the Internet, geographical information system (dS), Wb pages,
information bulletins, etc.).

58. As regards institutional arrangenments for inproving and strengthening
regi onal cooperation, the workshop concluded that there was a need to
establish coordinati on machinery to be headed by one or two focal points
corresponding to the two thenes which had underpi nned the proceedi ngs of the
wor kshop. The operational details devised during this Nairobi workshop were
consolidated with all the observations made during the five other workshops
dealing with the RAP process. These institutional arrangenents are annexed to
this report.

(ii) Regional workshop on pronotion of an agroforestry and soi
conservation network in the context of the RAP/ UNCCD

59. This workshop was held in Bamako, Mali, from 30 June to 3 July 1998, in
cooperation with the International Centre for Research in Agroforestry (I CRAF)
and the Government of Mali, and with financial support fromthe Internationa
Fund for Agricultural Devel opment (I FAD) and the Governnent of Finland.

60. After conducting a critical survey of the current contribution being
made by agroforestry and soil conservation techniques to efforts to conbat
desertification in Africa, the participants drew the follow ng concl usions
fromtheir work:

. The application of agroforestry and soil conservation techniques
in Africa varies not only with the nature and quality of the
soils, but also depending on the ecol ogical zone, as well as
soci 0-organi zati onal factors;

. The major constraints to the wi der application of these techniques
in Africa have to do with the fact that little is being done at
the present tine to exploit the potential of agroforestry as a
means of conbating soil degradation, w de variations in rainfal
(which has resulted in the di sappearance of a | arge nunmber of
| ocal tree species), the low level of fertility of many African
soils and the shortage of productive investnent in these sectors
of activity;

. O her factors are to be taken into consideration such as those
relating to land tenure and the | ack of qualified personnel, poor
application and i nadequate di ssem nation of the results of
research and devel opnent in progranmes for the rehabilitation and
management of degraded | and, the failure to integrate agroforestry
and soil conservati on neasures systematically in other rura
devel opnent activities, the spread of poverty and the inpact of an
unf avour abl e soci o- econom ¢ envi ronment .
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61. The recomrendati ons nmade to renove the various constraints identified
relate to the follow ng:

. The need for a reorientation of agroforestry and soil conservation
research policies towards neeting peopl e’ s needs;

. The search for solutions to the |land tenure issue and the raising
of overall soil fertility through broader popul arization of
i nproved traditional practices and technol ogi es;

. The devel opnment and breedi ng of high-yield species and their
di stribution anong farners;

. The spread of participatory agroforestry systens, particularly in
the framework of transboundary programres for the integrated
devel opnent of river and | ake basins;

. Support for action to build capacity in the fields of agroforestry
and soil conservation at all |evels of decision-nmaking,
particularly the local |evel, through cooperation with I G0 which
are liaison centres for the SRAPs.

62. Lastly, the participants agreed on a strategy for strengthening regiona
cooperation which would ensure that agroforestry and soil conservation
research activities made a greater contribution to conbating desertification
Thi s approach should take account of the need for harnonizing the strategies
and policies of each institution with a view to better cooperation between
institutions and centres for specialized research and training and NGOs. This
shoul d be done through the inplenentation of joint programes for training and
t he exchange of experience, the devel opnent of supporting neasures, inter alia
in the fields of dissem nation of the results of research and devel opnent as
wel |l as creation of awareness anong deci si on mekers.

63. As far as institutional arrangenents are concerned, the workshop
recomended inter alia the pronotion, in the formof a network, of regiona
coordi nati on machinery with a mandate corresponding to the consensus which
emerged fromthe deliberations of the Nairobi workshop. Lastly, the workshop
endorsed the arrangenents decided on by the first thematic workshop on the
RAP.

(iii) Regional workshop on the establishment of a network for the
pronoti on of the rational use of rangel ands and devel opnent of
fodder crops in Africa in the context of the RAP/UNCCD

64. Thi s workshop was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from4 to 7 August 1998
in cooperation with the International Livestock Research Institute (ILR) and
t he Government of Ethiopia, with financial support from | FAD and the

Gover nment of Fi nl and.



| CCD/ COP( 3) / 5/ Add. 5
page 17

65. The concl usi ons and recommendati ons of this nmeeting may be summarized as
fol | ows:

. Research may |l ead to an increase in the nutritional value and
yield of fodder as a result of the use of |ocal and exotic
species. In that regard, it is advisable to nake use of the
i nteracti on between agro-industrial and agro-pastoral systens in
order to raise productivity;

. Training, a vital activity in nost specialist institutions, nust
be focused nore on African concerns, notably by means of
capaci ty-buil ding activities needed for development in forestry,
stock-raising and farmng; in future this training should be
targeted on technicians, extension agents and the users of
resources thensel ves;

. Strengt heni ng partnership |inks and networki ng anong i ndi vi dual s,
conmunities and institutions constitute inportant tools in
addressing the problenms |inked to the managenment of rangel ands and
the devel opment of fodder production

66. To that end, it is inportant to apply a sound decentralization policy
and ensure the establishnment of associations or commttees for the nmanagenent
of water, animals and herds, as well as progranmmes. Harnonization of grazing
codes and regul ati on of transhumance at the subregional |evel remain
fundanmental for RAP activities.

67. Cooperation through networking, particularly anmong speciali st
institutions, not only facilitates the exchange of technol ogies, informtion
and experience, but also the harnonization and coordination of policies,
strategi es and action programmes for the sound use of rangel ands and the
devel opnent of fodder crops at the continent-w de |evel.

68. Regardi ng institutional arrangenents, the workshop endorsed the
suggesti ons adopted by the previous workshops.

(iv) Regional workshop on the pronotion of an African network on the
i nt egrated managenent of the water resources of the mgjor
transboundary river, |ake and hydrogeol ogi cal basins in Africa in
t he context of the RAP/ UNCCD

69. Thi s workshop was held in Abidjan, Republic of Cdte d’ Ivoire,

from 29 Septenber to 2 Cctober 1998 in cooperation with the African

Devel opnent Bank (ADB) and with financial support fromthe Governnents of
Italy, Germany and France.

70. The mai n concl usi ons and recomrendati ons nmay be summari zed as foll ows:

In Africa there exist a |arge nunber of institutions with |ong
experience in the managenent of river, |ake and hydrogeol ogi cal basins,
several of which already have a master plan for managenent. The activities of
these institutions are, however, notable for a |ow | evel of exchange of
i nformati on and expertise, pointing to the need for greater synergy betwe