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Basis for action

1. After the first meeting of the Parties to the Convention (Helsinki, 2-4
July 1997), menbers of the task force on nonitoring and assessment and a numnber
of national focal points fromcountries with economes in transition have
proposed that a collaborating centre should be established to assist countries,
particularly countries with economes in transition, in meeting the rel evant
obl i gations of the Convention related to nonitoring and assessnent

(MP. WAT/ WG, 1/ 1998/ 2, paragraph 27).
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2. It was further suggested that the activities and the operation of such a
centre should foll ow the exanples of the centres established under two ot her
UN/ ECE environmental conventions, i.e. the Convention on the Transboundary

Ef fects of Industrial Accidents and the Convention on Environnental | npact
Assessnment in a Transboundary Context.

3. The Bureau took up these proposals at its second neeting in January
1999, and adopted prelimnary ternms of reference of the collaborating centre
on nonitoring and assessnent on the basis of a draft prepared by the chairman
of the task force on nonitoring and assessment with the assistance of the

secretariat. It entrusted the chairman of the task force and the secretari at
to finalize these terns of reference in consultation with the Governnent of
the Netherlands. It kindly invited that Government to consider providing the

necessary human and financial resources to operate the centre.

4, G ven the agreenent of the CGovernnent of the Netherlands, the Bureau
invited the representatives of the Netherlands’ Institute on Inland VWater
Management and Waste Water Treatnent (RIZA) to start operating the centre on
an interimbasis until the Meeting of the Parties has endorsed its terns of
ref erence.

5. The Bureau al so noted that a nunmber of activities related to nonitoring
and assessment woul d need to be carried out in the framework of the
Convention. G ven the scope and inportance of these activities, it would

nei ther be feasible nor desirable that one collaborating centre carries out
all the activities onits owmm. As a first step, a collaborating centre should
act as a focal point, develop and nmaintain an international network of
expertise, and initiate and coordinate activities to be carried out through
this network. At a later stage, twin centre(s) in countries in transition
could be established in the future as discussed at the workshop on the
exchange of experience in the inplenmentation of the Convention, held during
the International Congress and Exhibition Fair “Great Rivers ‘99" in Nizhny
Novgor od, Russi an Federation, 25-28 May 1999 (MP. WAT/ WG. 1/ 1999/ 3) .

Recent devel opnents

6. The Worki ng Group on Water Managenent at its second neeting in Bonn
Germany, on 15 Septenber 1999, took note with appreciation of the information
fromthe representative of the Netherlands that his Government considered - as
specifically requested at the first nmeeting (MP. WAT/ WG 1/ 1998/ 2, para. 27) by
the del egati ons of Hungary, Poland, Republic of Ml dova, Russian Federation
and Slovakia - to set up a collaborating centre on nonitoring and assessnent
within the Netherlands’ Institute on Inland Water Management and Waste \Water
Treatment (RIZA). It appreciated the offer of the Netherlands to provide the
necessary human and financial resources to operate this centre, and noted that
in the neantine the Bureau had considered the draft terms of reference for
this centre.

7. The task force on nonitoring and assessnent at its seventh neeting in
Bl ed, Slovenia, on 4-6 Novenber 1999, exami ned in detail these terns of
reference and revised themin the Iight of experience gained with the
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i mpl enent ati on of programe el enents |inked to nonitoring and assessment,
particularly the pilot projects.

Draft decisions

8. The Meeting may wi sh to:

(a) Endorse the terns of reference of the collaborating centre on
nmoni tori ng and assessnment (annex) on the understanding that this centre would
be referred to as Internati onal Water Assessnent Centre under the Convention
(1 WAQ) ;

(b) Decide to establish IWAC at the Netherlands Institute for Inland
Wat er Managenent and Waste Water Treatnent (RIZA);

(c) Invite the Meeting of the Signatories to the Protocol on Water and
Health to take these ternms of reference into account when deciding on the work
pl an under the Protocol

(d) Invite the collaborating centre to start its activities in spring
2000 and provide, in particular, services to joint bodies on matters relating
to monitoring and assessment of transboundary waters as well as to countries
whi ch are carrying out pilot projects on nonitoring and assessment;

(e) Request IWAC to cooperate, if applicable, with the other bodies
expected to be established under the Convention and the Protocol on Water and
Heal t h;

() Request I WAC to cooperate particularly with the European
Envi ronnental Agency and its relevant topic centres;

(g) Entrust the Working Goup on Mnitoring and Assessment to prepare -
on the basis of existing resources - the annual work programes of |WAC on the
basi s of proposals by del egati ons at neetings under the Convention and its
Protocol or comunicated to the secretariat, for adoption by the Meeting of
the Parties or its Bureau;

(h) Decide to review the activities of 1WAC at the third nmeeting of
the Parties on the basis of a report by the chairman of the Wrking G oup on
Moni tori ng and Assessnent;

(i) Express its gratitude to the Government of the Netherlands to
provi de the necessary human and financial resources to operate |WAC
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Annex

TERMS OF REFERENCE
OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL WATER ASSESSMENT CENTRE (| WAC)
under the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary
Wat ercourses and International Lakes (Helsinki, 1992)

| nt roduction

1. The nonitoring and assessnent of the conditions of transboundary

wat er courses and international |akes are specific objectives of the Convention
on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and Internationa

Lakes (Helsinki, 1992).

2. The Convention stipulates that the Parties shall establish programres
for nonitoring the conditions of transboundary waters. Parties bordering the
same transboundary waters shall establish and inplenent joint programes for
monitoring the conditions of transboundary waters, including floods and ice
drifts, as well as transboundary inpact; agree upon pollution paraneters and
pol | utants whose concentrations in transboundary waters shall be regularly
monitored; carry out joint or co-ordinated assessnents of the conditions of
transboundary waters and the effectiveness of neasures taken to prevent,
control and reduce transboundary inpact; exchange reasonably avail able data on
envi ronnental conditions of transboundary waters, including nonitoring data;

i nform each ot her about any critical situation that may have transboundary

i npact; and nmeke available to the public results of water and effl uent
sanpling, together with the results of checking conpliance with the water-
quality objectives and the permt conditions.

3. The Convention obliges the riparian Parties furthernmore to harnoni ze
rules for the setting-up and operation of nonitoring progranmes, neasurenent
systems, devices, analytical techniques, data processi ng and eval uation
procedures.

Overall tasks

4, The overall tasks of the Collaborating Centre shall be as foll ows:

(a) To assist in the devel opnment and i npl enmentation of tail or-nmade
moni toring and assessnent systems in the UN ECE regi on, and upon request in
other regions following the offer of the Parties at their first neeting
(ECE/ MP. WAT/ 2, annex |, Helsinki Declaration) to share their experience with
other regions in the Wrld;

(b) To organi ze training courses and wor kshops, and/or render
assistance to UN ECE countries and joint bodies in conducting such events to
i mprove nonitoring and information systens for decision making;
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(c) To act as a clearing-house on issues related to the sharing of data
and informati on anong UN ECE countries that are gathered through nonitoring
systems according to the provisions of the Convention

(d) To act as a coordinator, providing a network of scientists in
Eur ope, promoting the exchange of concepts and findings of scientific research
on nonitoring strategies, and to establish a di al ogue between scientists and
policy makers, for the transformation of scientific results and technica
knowhow i nto policies, and to get the feedback from policy makers to
scientists to seek answers for solving still existing problenms and tackling
t hose ahead;

(e) To assist joint bodies within the ternms of article 9, paragraph 2,
of the Convention in matters related to nmonitoring and assessment.

Main activities

5. The Col | aborating Centre shall

(a) Provi de scientific, methodol ogi cal and technical support to UN ECE
Governnments to inplenment provisions of the Convention related to nonitoring
and assessnment of the conditions in transboundary surface waters and
groundwaters as well as international | akes;

(b) Provide a platformfor all key players, such as scientists, experts
and policy makers, to discuss cooperation on transbhoundary waters in the
UN/ ECE region, to review scientific developnments in nonitoring and assessnent
and to share know edge;

(c) Assi st countries in inplenenting the recommended practices through
pilot projects for transboundary waters;

(d) Assist in, and prompte the devel opnent of, national training
capacities for different target groups at different |levels, and organize the
training of trainers.

6. The Col | aborating Centre shall nore specifically, on the basis of the
wor k plan adopted by the Meeting of the Parties:

(a) Provi de gui dance on the design and operation of monitoring
networ ks, including the optim zation of existing networks for transboundary
wat er s;

(b) Assist in the el aboration of proposals for the region-w de
har moni zation of rules for setting up and operating nonitoring programes in
transboundary waters, relevant devices and anal ytical techniques, nmethods for
the registration of water uses, including the discharge of pollutants, and
met hods for assessing conditions of transboundary waters, including data
processi ng and eval uati on procedures;
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(c) Assist in the el aboration of proposals for setting up, where
appropriate, information transm ssion by warning and al arm syst ens;

(d) Pronot e and support, where appropriate, initiatives on quality
management, in particular those undertaken by other bodies established under
t he Conventi on;

(e) Assi st countries in the preparation of inventories of pollution
sources and in conducting surveys of hot spots and key | ocations;

() Assi st UN ECE countries with economes in transition, through the
organi zati on of sem nars and workshops, in the exchange of information on the
best avail abl e technol ogy, results of research and devel opnent, practices and
instruments, and training related to the nonitoring and assessment;

(9) Assist in the preparation of status reports, including region-w de
i nformati on on the conditions of transboundary waters, and in devel opi ng and
mai nt ai ni ng an appropri ate dat abase;

(h) Ensure that the guidelines on nonitoring and assessnment of
transboundary wat ercourses and international |akes drawn up under the auspices
of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention are kept up-to-date.

7. The Col | aborating Centre shall also serve as a clearing-house. In this
function, it shall

(a) Assi st countries in transition to inprove formulation of projects
related to nonitoring and assessnent, and pronote effective execution of such
proj ects;

(b) Pronot e the exchange of experts;

(c) Gat her and distribute information on relevant internationa
organi zations, activities and programes on nonitoring and assessment;

(d) Gat her and distribute information on nethodol ogi es, technica
requi renments and gui del i nes.

8. From the point of view of efficiency, the Centre shall ensure that al
its tasks and main activities are properly coordi nated and harnoni zed, to the
extent feasible, with pertinent |egislation and policies of the European

Uni on, activities of the European Environnmental Agency and its relevant topic
centres, and the activities of joint bodies under the Convention



