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Introduction

Background

1. The United Nations Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human
Rights, established by the Commission on Human Rights in its resolution 1987/38, receives
voluntary contributions from Governments, organizations and individuals. The objective of
the Voluntary Fund is to provide financial support for technical cooperation aimed at building
and strengthening national and regional institutions, legal frameworks and infrastructure that
will have positive long-term impacts on the implementation of international human rights
standards.

2. The Board of Trustees has been operational since 1993, and its members are appointed
by the Secretary-General for a three-year term, renewable once. The mandate of the Board is
to assist the Secretary-General in rationalizing and improving the technical cooperation
programme. It meets twice a year and reports on its work to the Secretary-General and the
Human Rights Council. Its current members are Azita Berar Awad (Islamic Republic of Iran)
(Chair), Nozipho January-Bardill (South Africa), Santiago Corcuera-Cabezut (Mexico),
Margaret Nicholson (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) and Dainius
Puras (Lithuania). The position of Chair is held on a rotational basis, covering at least two
sessions of the Board and an annual Human Rights Council oral update. At its fifty-sixth
session, the Board re-elected Ms. Berar Awad as Chair, with her new term as Chair starting
on 1 June 2023.

Mandate

3. The approach of the Board is set out in the 2011 annual report of the Secretary-General
to the Human Rights Council.* The Board, during the period under review, continued
expanding opportunities for proactive specific guidance on technical cooperation in the field
of human rights, including support provided through resources of the Voluntary Fund to assist
States in developing their national capacities to promote the effective implementation of
human rights obligations and animating the sharing of good practices among Member States.

4. As members also of the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for Financial and
Technical Assistance in the Implementation of the Universal Periodic Review, members of
the Board offer policy guidance and advice to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to enhance the effectiveness of technical
assistance and financial support to States in implementing the recommendations made in the
context of the universal periodic review and other international mechanisms. In 2023, the
Board continued supporting the efforts made by OHCHR to optimize the provision of
guidance to United Nations partners for the implementation of the universal periodic review
outcomes and compilation of good practices in the use of that mechanism. The universal
periodic review and other international human rights mechanisms continue being important
entry points with Member States and provide valuable guidance for the United Nations and
OHCHR initiatives in supporting them.

5. During 2023, the increased demand for OHCHR in-country presence and support
continued, including requests by Member States for support by OHCHR regional offices,
where OHCHR does not have an in-country presence; requests by United Nations country
teams for the deployment of human rights advisers to United Nations resident coordinators’
offices; and other types of technical support projects. The seventy-fifth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the thirtieth anniversary of the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action served as catalysts for Member States to expand
cooperation with OHCHR, including on enhancing support to technical cooperation in the
field of human rights. The Board is very much encouraged by the increasing number of
requests by States, including as part of the work of the Human Rights Council, for technical
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cooperation and advisory services, either from OHCHR alone or in collaboration with other
United Nations entities.

6. The Board continued facilitating the sharing of experiences, inspiring and
encouraging States to expand partnerships with OHCHR and often with other United Nations
entities and bilateral partners in order to receive advisory services and technical assistance in
the field of human rights. The Board is particularly pleased about the increasing willingness
of Member States to share good practices and results achieved through human rights technical
cooperation with OHCHR and other United Nations partners, as well as with bilateral,
regional and international partners. This has been reflected by Member States and observers
of the Human Rights Council and national partners with whom the Board met, as well as in
relevant Council resolutions, such as the recently adopted resolutions 53/11 and 54/28. In
2023, the Board continued to provide advice to OHCHR and United Nations partners on ways
to strengthen technical cooperation, including as part of the Secretary-General’s proposals to
reform the United Nations.

7. The Board, within the scope of its mandate to facilitate support for technical
cooperation programmes and initiatives aimed at strengthening the protection of all human
rights, including economic, civil, cultural, political and social rights, continued discussing
with OHCHR and States ways to enhance partnerships to address the impacts of global crises,
in particular, with respect to the lingering impacts of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
pandemic, as well as the impacts of inflation, food insecurity, conflicts and climate change
in further exacerbating inequalities. In all of those areas, the emphasis is placed on building
programmes that address the costs of the existing human rights gaps, as well as the
cost-saving benefits of the preventive action that technical cooperation in the field of human
rights contributes to.

Activities of the Voluntary Fund and the Board

8. As in past years, the Board was able to hold one session in a country in which OHCHR
had a presence. Country visits and in situ discussions with OHCHR field presences,
United Nations entities and national and regional partners are key tools for the Board to
continue providing sound policy advice on technical cooperation programmes at the country
and regional levels.

9. The Board held its fifty-sixth session in Geneva from 24 to 26 May 2023. The session
was the first in-person session the Board held in Geneva since 2019, following the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic. However, between 2019 and 2023, the Board held online meetings
and visited several countries across regions, continuing its engagement with OHCHR and a
wide array of partners in very different settings. The fifty-sixth session was consequently the
first opportunity for the Board to hold dedicated discussions with Volker Tlrk as
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and with the different parts of
OHCHR that had a significant role in framing its technical cooperation activities at the
country level. During the session, the Board discussed with a wide range of experts and
partners the issue of how OHCHR could enhance the provision of technical cooperation in
the field of human rights, given the challenges and opportunities that exist today for the
implementation of the mandate conveyed upon the Office by Member States, in follow up to
the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.

10.  The fifty-seventh session was held in Central Asia from 12 to 17 November 2023, the
first visit of the Board to the region. The Board undertook in-person visits to two countries
in which OHCHR has field presences, namely, Kyrgyzstan (Bishkek, 12—-14 November) and
Kazakhstan (Almaty and Astana, 15-17 November), and held online meetings in others. At
the session, the Board focused on reviewing the technical cooperation and advisory services
provided by OHCHR to enhance in-country respect for human rights in the region through
the work of its Regional Office for Central Asia and the Human Rights Advisers in
Kazakhstan and Tajikistan. The Board also discussed with the Deputy High Commissioner
for Human Rights, the Director of the OHCHR Field Operations and Technical Cooperation
Division, experts and partners the issue of support for programmes run by OHCHR regional
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offices and their relevance in responding to the specific needs of countries, including through
the collaboration of OHCHR with United Nations country teams in the region.

11.  The sessions were chaired by Ms. Berar Awad. The Board also reviewed the status of
implementation of the workplan and cost plan for the Voluntary Fund, including the status
of implementation of the funding covering the Fund’s cost plan for 2023. At its fifty-seventh
session, the Board endorsed the proposed workplan for 2024.

12.  During the sessions, the Board highlighted the rapidly evolving environment for
technical cooperation in the field of human rights and the opportunities provided by
initiatives such as the Human Rights 75 initiative, the Sustainable Development Goals
Summit and the preparations for the Summit of the Future to reinvigorate the important role
human rights have to play in the provision of technical assistance to Member States to ensure
sustainable development and the institutional capacity-building necessary for peaceful and
resilient societies. The Board stressed the relevance and importance of providing adequate
and sustainable funding for technical cooperation for continued support for national and
regional efforts to advance the enjoyment by all of all civil, cultural, economic, political and
social rights, in particular considering the damage caused, in terms of the lives lost and the
detrimental effect upon the enjoyment by billions of people of their human rights, by the
impacts of global crises, such as armed conflict, widening social and economic inequalities,
climate change and the misuse of digital technologies.

Fifty-sixth session

13.  The fifty-sixth session of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund
for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights and the nineteenth session of the
Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for Financial and Technical Assistance in the
Implementation of the Universal Periodic Review were held in Geneva, from 24 to 26 May
2023.

14.  This was the first opportunity for the Board to meet with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Turk. The objectives of the fifty-sixth session were:
(a) to learn from the strategic approach adopted by OHCHR in marking the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, through the Human Rights 75
initiative, in view of the important role technical cooperation plays in the implementation of
the mandate given to the Office by Member States, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action; and (b) to emphasize technical
cooperation as the necessary complement to the work undertaken by the robust
United Nations human rights system that has developed from the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, in identifying the opportunities and challenges to advancing human rights
across the globe, noting the increase of country-specific recommendations from human rights
mechanisms, including as part of the fourth cycle of the universal periodic review. Two
members of the Board concluded their mandates at the end of the session, namely, Morten
Kjaerum (Denmark) and Valeriya Lutkovska (Ukraine).

15.  The meetings took place as OHCHR was holding national and regional dialogues with
partners to mark the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Consequently, much of the session was focused on the opportunity this milestone provided
to remind Member States of the universality, indivisibility and interdependency of human
rights and to demonstrate that they are more necessary than ever, to both prevent and
overcome economic, social, political and environmental challenges.

16.  Through direct discussions and exchanges with a cross section of senior officials at
OHCHR and the Office’s partners in Geneva, the Board familiarized itself with the progress
made in integrating human rights in key organizational processes, including Our Common
Agenda, the related quintet of change, United Nations 2.0 and the preparations for the
upcoming Summit of the Future. The Board highlighted the recognition in those processes of
the potential human rights has to identify solutions and ways to address grievances,
encouraging OHCHR to adopt measures directed at increasing the role of human rights in
those processes and in all other spheres of the Organization’s work.
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17.  The Board was also briefed on the preparation of the United Nations Human Rights
Management Plan 2024-2027, and the related OHCHR 2.0, in particular how internal and
external discussions taking place as part of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights were expected to contribute to the plans. In summary, the
discussions during the session provided a natural space to jointly reflect with OHCHR on
how technical cooperation could better serve as a mechanism to realize the potential that the
drafters of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Vienna Declaration Plan of
Action saw in human rights, in the light of the significant experience gained since, for
OHCHR and today’s international and national human rights systems.

18.  In its meeting with the High Commissioner, the Board noted the efforts of OHCHR
to work with Governments and other stakeholders in building a shared agenda around human
rights through pledges to be presented in December as part of a high-level event marking the
seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Board
emphasized that technical cooperation was the necessary complement to the work undertaken
by the robust United Nations human rights system and noted the country-specific
recommendations made by human rights mechanisms, including as part of the cycles of the
universal periodic review.

19.  The Board welcomed the initiative of OHCHR to undertake a review of its work in
the field and seek ways to strengthen the capacity of its existing field presences, many of
which are currently operating with a very minimal set-up that is considerably below their
capacity requirements. The Board has consistently observed, including through its country
visits, that effective support to implementation requires an in-country presence, where
engagement with local stakeholders can happen and trust is built in a long-term and
sustainable manner. The Board expressed its wholehearted support for the High
Commissioner’s efforts to enhance the impact of OHCHR on improving lives, by
strengthening its presence in the field, and advocated for additional efforts in communicating
concrete examples to partners of the impact at the country level, including those provided
through the Board’s own observations and country visits.

20.  The Board noted the need — as part of the efforts to increase funding from Member
States to ensure that the activities of OHCHR have a meaningful impact in the field — for
OHCHR to strengthen its messaging on the contribution that technical cooperation in the
field of human rights makes to prevention of conflict and violence, as highlighted in various
reports of the Human Rights Council and other policy-making bodies of the United Nations.
The Board believes that the Agenda for Peace provides a new opportunity to highlight this
important finding. The Board was pleased to learn that the United Nations Human Rights
Management Plan 2018-2023 showed a significant investment in prevention over time and
provided numerous examples of the contribution technical cooperation made in the field of
human rights.

21.  The Board also advocated for OHCHR to strengthen its capacities in the development
of adaptation and mitigation strategies for environmental transition. The Board was pleased
to hear about the enhanced cooperation OHCHR was establishing with key actors in this area,
including the United Nations Environmental Programme, the United Nations Development
Programme, the International Labour Organization and other United Nations entities, and
encouraged OHCHR to expand its capacities into the field, in line with the recommendations
made by the Board in its 2023 report (A/HRC/52/80), noting how important it was for
regional offices supporting Small Island Developing States to have dedicated capacities in
this regard.

22.  In terms of thematic areas to strengthen, the Board observed that OHCHR had
expanded its work to support human rights in the digital sphere in response to the challenges
that artificial intelligence and other technological advancements posed to the human rights
of millions of people around the world. The Board encouraged OHCHR, beyond the specific
projects and initiatives it was already undertaking in that area, to accelerate efforts to design
a comprehensive framework for action, including the key areas for intervention in the field,
so as to help strengthen the national and global governance mechanisms to address those
challenges.
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23.  The Board underlined the added value of OHCHR technical cooperation in promoting
collaborative efforts across the United Nations system and between the United Nations
system and national partners, through the mandate of the High Commissioner to coordinate
all human rights activities in the Organization. The Board commended OHCHR for
continuing to promote investment in the deployment of human rights advisers to
United Nations country teams, as the demand for this form of support continues to grow
exponentially, while the resources to seize opportunities to advance human rights continue
to shrink. The Board requested OHCHR to invest in strengthening the support to human
rights advisers in discharging their functions and to invest in enhancing the capacity of human
rights advisers to effectively contribute to the preparation of the United Nations country team
country analyses and the United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks
through closer collaboration with other parts of OHCHR.

24.  Onthe Voluntary Fund for Financial and Technical Assistance in the Implementation
of the Universal Periodic Review, the Board took note of how the Fund, through its seeds
projects, and in close cooperation with the OHCHR treaty body capacity-building
programme, has continued to support the creation or strengthening of national mechanisms
for reporting and follow-up for the effective implementation of the recommendations of
human rights mechanisms. The Board believes it is useful to reinforce the principle of
complementarity as one of the main principles of the universal periodic review set by the
Human Rights Council.

25.  The Board also reminded OHCHR of the widely recognized role that parliaments have
in ensuring the follow-up to recommendations made by international human rights
mechanisms, many of which require legislative action, affect human rights policies and
define budget allocations. In 2023, 50 per cent of the projects supported by the Voluntary
Fund for Financial and Technical Assistance in the Implementation of the Universal Periodic
Review set as an objective the enhancement of knowledge about and strengthening of the
capacity of national parliaments to implement the recommendations of the universal periodic
review, compared with 10 per cent in 2022. Strengthened coordination within OHCHR,
including staff working with other mechanisms and in the field, is necessary to maximize the
impact of such efforts. The Board also recalled its previous and consistent recommendations
regarding extending capacity-building activities for effective implementation of new
legislation beyond the adoption phase by countries in the follow-up to the universal periodic
review.

26.  The Board expresses its full appreciation for the final debriefing session in Geneva,
co-convened and co-organized with the Government of Sweden, with the participation of
Member States, which provided a better understanding of how OHCHR was addressing key
challenges on the ground through its technical cooperation efforts. Member States showed
an interest in concrete country examples that illustrated how OHCHR had been able to use
its convening role at the country level to build trust and promote dialogue between
Governments and civil society, particularly as civic space was shrinking, and to address key
economic and social rights challenges in specific contexts.

Fifty-seventh session

27.  The fifty-seventh session of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary
Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights and the twentieth session of
the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for Financial and Technical Assistance in the
Implementation of the Universal Periodic Review were held in Bishkek, Almaty and Astana
from 12 to 17 November 2023. The aim of the sessions was to review the technical
cooperation and advisory services provided by OHCHR to enhance respect for human rights
in the countries of the Central Asia region. It was the first visit by the Board to the region.
The sessions served, in particular, as a means to focus on OHCHR plans to undertake a review
of its field presences and seek ways to increase its footprint in countries, and to identify how
technical cooperation could support the efforts of OHCHR to obtain more predictable funding
for its work in the field, from both multi-year and long-term regular and extrabudgetary
sources, as well as plans to strengthen the role of field presences in the work of OHCHR. The

GE.24-01882



A/HRC/55/78

GE.24-01882

session was the first session in which Margaret Nicholson (United Kingdom) and Dainius
Puras (Lithuania) participated, as new members of the Board.

28.  The sessions were held as a hybrid meetings, with both in-person discussions with
OHCHR partners in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan and virtual meetings with selected partners
in Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan and different divisions and units of OHCHR in
Geneva.

29. In its first visit to the Central Asia region, the Board was particularly sensitive and
further sensitized to the challenges recently independent countries face, as Governments
develop the legislative, institutional, policy and cooperation frameworks needed to meet their
human rights obligations. Through their interactions with OHCHR partners in Kyrgyzstan
and Kazakhstan, the Board noted the significant contribution that technical cooperation in
the field of human rights can provide to countries in addressing those challenges, through the
work of both regional offices and human rights advisers deployed to United Nations country
teams.

30.  With regard to the drafting of legislation, the Board noted the demand for better
legislation and encouraged OHCHR to invest in technical assistance to legislative reviews by
providing national language translation capacities. This will assist countries in the region to
better align national legislation to human rights norms and standards. One example of this
was the support that the Human Rights Adviser in Kazakhstan was able to provide to the
United Nations country team in providing guidance to the country on the elaboration of the
country’s Social Code. The Board believes that the ability of the Human Rights Adviser to
collaborate and coordinate with different United Nations entities in the United Nations
country team, each within their area of expertise, in order to produce a comprehensive human
rights-based analysis of elements to be considered in a policy as broad as the Social Code
constituted a best practice. This example demonstrates how the United Nations system can
provide integrated and high-quality policy advice when the it comes together in support of
human rights. Notable too, is the cooperation with the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe that OHCHR and the United Nations country teams in Kazakhstan
and Kyrgyzstan have established on promoting economic, social and cultural rights, which
provides an additional layer of support.

31.  The Board also recognized the productive engagement that both the OHCHR Regional
Office for Central Asia and the Human Rights Adviser in Kazakhstan had established with
the countries’ national human rights institutions and the national mechanisms for the
prevention of torture, two key institutions for national human rights protection. The Board
was pleased to learn of the work undertaken to assist national human rights institutions in
both countries and to seek accreditation as compliant with the Paris Principles, and of the
efforts undertaken in both countries to strengthen the national mechanisms for the prevention
of torture. This work included advising authorities on the best measures to preserve the
capacities of the national mechanism in Kyrgyzstan, and training newly elected members and
advocating for the implementation of the recommendations of the national mechanism in
Kazakhstan. The Board noted in particular the positive results achieved in Kyrgyzstan by the
national preventive mechanism and the collaboration that the OHCHR Regional Office for
Central Asia had facilitated between the mechanism and the Subcommittee on the Prevention
of Torture to enhance the capacities of the country in aligning its legislation on torture with
international standards.

32.  The Board also appreciated the contribution of OHCHR to the institutionalization of
human rights training for judges and other judicial authorities in relation to criminal justice,
enforced disappearances, torture, non-discrimination and economic, social and cultural
rights, at a time when constitutional and legislative frameworks were still continuously
evolving. Examples of this include collaboration with the Higher School of Justice under the
Supreme Court of Kyrgyzstan to integrate human rights into its curricula, and collaboration
in Kazakhstan with the Ministry of Justice to develop a list of indicators covering the rights
to education, participation in public affairs, adequate housing, fair trial and freedom from
torture and the prevention of violence against women. On several of those issues, the Board
noted the significant gap that existed between urban and rural realities, and noted the
importance of ensuring that access to justice was enhanced in rural areas, especially for those
groups most at risk of human rights violations. The Board encouraged the OHCHR Regional
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Office for Central Asia to work with local authorities to ensure that the progress achieved in
advancing justice in the countries of the region translated into tangible results for rural
populations and populations outside the capital.

33.  The Board emphasized the need to complement laws and policies with comprehensive
human rights education programmes, noting the prevalence of narratives and the persistence
of practices, particularly in rural settings, that are contrary to human rights, such as domestic
violence against women and violence against children, bride kidnapping and attacks against
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons. The Board also highlighted the need
for national dialogues on the impact of climate change and policies for environmental
transition in the region as well as the impact of income inequality, inflation and other
economic policies on economic, social and cultural rights. Both sets of issues are prominent
in the region, with multiple manifestations. The Board highlighted the opportunities, in
particular in Kazakhstan, to engage the business community in those efforts.

34. The Board also praised the growing engagement by Governments and other
stakeholders, in both countries visited, with the United Nations’ human rights mechanisms,
in particular the universal periodic review. The Board was encouraged to hear about the work
undertaken by civil society, in particular by representatives of groups at risk of being left
behind, in transmitting their experience to the different mechanisms and the support that the
OHCHR Regional Office for Central Asia and the Human Rights Advisers in Kazakhstan
and Tajikistan had provided in disseminating information about the work of human rights
mechanisms and their recommendations in the region. The Board was also pleased to hear
about the technical assistance being provided for the establishment of national mechanisms
to report and follow up on the recommendations of the United Nations human rights
mechanisms, such as in the preparations for the review of Kyrgyzstan by the Committee on
the Rights of the Child in September 2023 and the participation of Kazakhstan in the fourth
cycle of the universal periodic review in 2025.

35. During its visit to Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan, the Board recognized notable
examples of efforts to enhance participation by groups at risk of being left behind, such as in
the drafting of laws on youth and on persons with disabilities in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan,
with support from OHCHR. Notable among these efforts was the work undertaken by the
OHCHR Regional Office for Central Asia to help develop educational modules on human
rights, non-discrimination, diversity and tolerance, to be introduced into the countries’
secondary school curricula. The investment in human rights education for the younger
generations is an investment in peace and social cohesion for the present and future. The
Board also emphasized, across the region, the importance of working with young people,
who constitute a great part of the countries’ populations, encouraging young people’s
participation in policymaking and bringing to the attention of authorities at the national and
local levels the urgency of recognizing young people’s priorities. In this regard, greater
access to educational and economic opportunities, in particular employment opportunities
and access to decent work, are of utmost importance.

36.  Technical cooperation in the field of human rights can also help different parts of
society and the Government to identify, through dialogue, sustainable solutions to the
country’s human rights challenges. The Board was pleased to hear that, in both of the
countries visited, OHCHR had contributed to enhancing the participation of civil society in
development processes through its advice on key laws, such as in the drafting of laws on
mass media and on non-governmental organizations and their financing. In addition to
guiding legislators in ensuring that draft laws are in compliance with international human
rights standards, OHCHR and the United Nations can also contribute with lessons learned
from similar efforts in other parts of the world that can help policymakers avoid pitfalls
encountered elsewhere.

37.  During the visit, the Board was pleased to find active civil society in the region and
excellent examples of close work between civil society and human rights mechanisms,
including treaty bodies, special procedures of the Human Rights Council and the universal
periodic review. The Board noted the positive impact of the efforts of OHCHR to promote
the ratification of human rights instruments, reporting and visits by mechanisms, and of the
capacity-building provided to civil society organizations in engaging with the mechanisms.
In conversations with authorities in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, the Board emphasized the
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potential contribution of active non-governmental organizations to enhancing policies,
including in the areas of economic, social and cultural rights. The Board encouraged all
partners to consider non-governmental organizations not only as service providers, but as
partners in pursuing good developmental policymaking.

38.  Finally, the Board noted with satisfaction the commitment of resident coordinators
and United Nations country teams to human rights and expressed its strong appreciation of
the important role played by OHCHR in the region, through the work of both the OHCHR
Regional Office for Central Asia and the human rights advisers deployed to Kazakhstan and
Tajikistan. The Board believes that efforts in the region to include explicit references to
recommendations of the universal periodic review in the United Nations Sustainable
Development Cooperation Frameworks constitutes a good practice that deserves to be shared
elsewhere. Continued close cooperation between the United Nations entities on the ground
will be fundamental to address newer challenges, such as the situation of refugees, stateless
persons and migrants, combating pollution, and mitigating the impact of climate change on
the most vulnerable in the region.

Technical cooperation

Enhancing technical cooperation in the field of human rights: key
initiatives

39.  The Board notes with appreciation efforts by States Members of the Human Rights
Council, in adopting resolutions, to identify different ways to enhance technical cooperation
in the field of human rights, most recently in resolution 54/28, on enhancement of technical
cooperation and capacity-building in the field of human rights. In that resolution, the Council
requested OHCHR to establish and maintain an online repository of technical cooperation
and capacity-building activities in the implementation of universal periodic review
recommendations, with voluntary submissions made by States, as well as relevant
United Nations agencies, funds and programmes and other stakeholders, and to report on a
yearly basis on the information there. The Board also welcomes the adoption of resolution
53/11, on enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human rights, in which the
Council requested the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to organize a
series of regional seminars, to consider the contribution of North-South, South-South and
triangular cooperation to the enjoyment of all human rights, including the right to
development.

40. Initiatives such as these contribute to greater efficiency and visibility of existing and
potential technical cooperation in the field of human rights. They also allow Member States,
international and regional organizations, and all other stakeholders to exchange views,
identify challenges and gaps, and share good practices and experiences pertaining to human
rights technical cooperation and encourage OHCHR and other United Nations entities to
identify ways in which they can enhance their offers of technical cooperation to Member
States. The Board is pleased to have contributed through its reports and interventions to those
efforts and looks forward to continuing to collaborate with such initiatives in the future.

41. The Board also acknowledges the monumental efforts by OHCHR and the
international community to mark the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the thirtieth anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action throughout 2023. The Board is pleased to learn of the resounding success that the
OHCHR Human Rights 75 initiative had in terms of the number of countries that were
involved in the national and regional dialogues that were organized; the number of
delegations that participated as part of the high-level event on 11 and 12 December 2023;
and the more than 700 pledges that OHCHR received as part of the commemoration, the
majority of which were from Member States and many of which were related to technical
cooperation in the field of human rights. The Board looks forward to learning more about the
follow-up by OHCHR of the results of the national and regional dialogues, and the pledges
received.
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42.  The Board is pleased to learn that OHCHR will be defining its next United Nations
Human Rights Management Plan in 2024 and that, as part of that process, it is embarking on
OHCHR 2.0, in order to ensure that OHCHR is fit for the future. It was particularly pleased
to learn that, as part of the plan, OHCHR envisages enhancing capabilities in the field,
including through new approaches to regional and country operations. The Board welcomes
this important initiative and looks forward to learning more about its implementation at its
future sessions, in particular about how the capacities of OHCHR to deliver impactful
technical cooperation on human rights is expected to be enhanced through the initiative.

Measuring the results of technical cooperation and the response of the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

43.  During its visits to the field, and in particular the two most recent visits to the Pacific
and Central Asia regions, the Board has found evidence, numerous times, of the meaningful
results that OHCHR can help Member States achieve when capacities are deployed at the
field level. The Board encourages OHCHR to continue strengthening its capacities to provide
technical cooperation in the field, with particular attention to deploying additional capacities
at the regional level to provide adequate support to Member States and partners with respect
to human rights priorities for the region, as they emerge. The recent efforts by OHCHR and
Member States to deploy dedicated support capacities in key areas, such as
anti-discrimination, the right to development and the universal periodic review, at the
regional level will contribute significantly to the capacity of OHCHR to provide better
technical cooperation to Member States.

44,  The Board was disappointed to learn that the Human Rights Mainstreaming
Multi-Donor Trust Fund has been scheduled to close in 2024, owing to lack of funding,
despite the continuous efforts made by OHCHR and the Development Coordination Office
to seek additional contributions to the Fund. The Fund was a major contributor to the human
rights adviser programme, channelling funds through the United Nations Voluntary Fund for
Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights. The Board commends OHCHR for its
decision to maintain the human rights adviser programme and to take on the responsibility of
fundraising for the programme via the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Technical
Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights. Through the combined efforts of OHCHR, the
Development Coordination Office and resident coordinators, the Board hopes that funding
will be found to cover the full $20.4 million needed in 2024 to maintain and continue
expanding the deployment of human rights advisers to United Nations country teams.

45.  The strategic value of human rights advisers in resident coordinator’s offices is
undeniable, as the Board was able to ascertain in its visits to the field. During its two most
recent missions, to the Pacific and Central Asia regions, the Board saw ample evidence that
human rights advisers are not only effective in mobilizing actions to promote human rights
by resident coordinators, but also by their colleagues in the resident coordinator’s office and
by the entities that compose the United Nations country teams. In the absence of the
possibility of having an OHCHR office or technical mission in all countries, OHCHR should
aim to have human rights advisers deployed to United Nations country teams.

46.  In addition to seeking funds to maintain and continue expanding the deployment of
human rights advisers to United Nations country teams, OHCHR should seek ways to
strengthen its capacities to support human rights advisers in responding to the opportunities
for human rights technical cooperation that are identified locally. In-country demands for the
support of human rights advisers often extend beyond the needs of the United Nations country
team to supporting national stakeholders on behalf of the resident coordinator or the
United Nations country team. These are opportunities for OHCHR to expand its work in the
country. Consequently, human rights advisers need close coordination with OHCHR to
determine how to best respond to expectations for support, in close coordination with the
resident coordinator. In countries where human rights advisers have not been deployed, but
other OHCHR offices provide support, OHCHR should emphasize that office’s role in
advising the resident coordinator and the United Nations country team on human rights, in
accordance with the High Commissioner’s mandate to promote and protect human rights
activities throughout the United Nations system.
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47.  Finally, the Board has continued to, and will continue to, advocate for technical
cooperation programmes to be formulated and implemented with the broadest possible
participation of all elements of society. As stated in previous reports, decisions on policies
that do not reflect the voices, realities and rights of society, including those at risk of being
left behind, have been shown to be not only unsustainable but also harmful, in that they may
serve to perpetuate long-standing patterns of discrimination and marginalization that prevent
the development of peaceful and resilient societies. Technical cooperation and advisory
services should continue to promote and protect participation and civic space. OHCHR and
other United Nations entities will need to update programmatic priorities and methods to
strengthen their capacities for outreach to the different parts of society, including the business
community, given their significant role in promoting and protecting key human rights.

Status of funding and donors

48. At its fifty-sixth and fifty-seventh sessions, the Board was provided with updates on
the overall financial status of the Voluntary Fund. It discussed and analysed the status of
implementation of the workplan for the Voluntary Fund for 2023. An analysis of funding
trends between 2013 and 2023 (see annex ) shows an increase in 2023. The strong support
for the Voluntary Fund is a good reflection of the strategic vision and enhanced capacity of
OHCHR to communicate the crucial results achieved in supporting States. The financial
resources continue to be welcomed by the Board, as they are very much needed to maintain
support for States and the requests for support continue to expand. The Board emphasizes
once again the importance of unearmarked funds, which provide the flexibility and
predictability OHCHR requires to respond to the needs and demands of the human rights
situations on the ground.

49.  In2023, the total income of the Voluntary Fund amounted to $32,483,766, comprising
paid contributions for 2023, pledges receivable, miscellaneous income and interest.
Contributions in 2023 were higher than in previous years, compensating partially for the
funding shortfall of the Human Rights Mainstreaming Fund. In previous years, the VVoluntary
Fund had built up reserves to ensure greater stability for the programmes it wished to support.
Given those reserves, a more ambitious budget of $34.4 million was prepared for 2023. In
2023, the total expenditure of the Voluntary Fund amounted to $28,327,452. The careful
management of expenditure allowed OHCHR to secure an adequate balance to ensure the
continuity of work in 2024, taking into consideration also the need to stabilize the human
rights adviser programme. The reserve balance of the Voluntary Fund amounted to
$24,437,507 as at 31 December 2023.

50. In 2023, the Voluntary Fund provided resources for technical cooperation
programmes designed to build strong human rights frameworks at the national level in
59 regions, countries and territories (down from 69 in 2022): Afghanistan, Argentina,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Brazil, Burundi, Burkina Faso, Chad, the Central African Republic, the Congo, Costa Rica,
the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Eswatini, the Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti,
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania,
Mexico, Mongolia, Montenegro, Mozambique, Myanmar (based in Bangkok), Nepal, Niger,
Nigeria, North Macedonia, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, the Philippines, the Republic
of Moldova, the Russian Federation, Rwanda, Samoa, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri
Lanka, Tajikistan, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Zambia, Zimbabwe, the
State of Palestine and the South Caucasus region (Georgia).

51.  The continued funding shortfall of the Human Rights Mainstreaming Fund had an
impact on the Voluntary Fund and meant that, for the first time, the number of countries
supported by human rights advisers decreased. The Board encourages OHCHR to ensure that
the potential closure of the Human Rights Mainstreaming Fund in 2024 does not affect the
human rights adviser programme further. Funding nevertheless allowed the facilitation of
significant national efforts to incorporate international human rights standards into national
laws, policies and practices in the countries covered, with a particular emphasis on the human
rights dimensions of the global crisis, including inequalities, climate change and global

11



A/HRC/55/78

pandemics, providing much-needed technical support on integrating human rights into
policies and practices aimed at addressing those and other challenges.

52.  The Voluntary Fund has also contributed to the establishment and strengthening of
national structures, institutions and capacities to ensure adherence to international human
rights standards, including national human rights institutions. Detailed information on
income and expenditure under the Voluntary Fund, its financial status in 2023 and a list of
donors and contributors is contained in the annexes to the present report (see annexes 11-1V).

53.  Through its sessions in 2023, the Board has continued to cooperate with the OHCHR
External Outreach Service to maximize opportunities to expand the visibility of the results
of OHCHR support through technical cooperation. Outreach events, for example during its
sessions, provide a useful way for the Board to communicate its views and observations and
engage partners to expand the donor base of the Voluntary Fund and support, in particular,
the work in the region. There is growing interest on the ground in the Board’s findings and
suggestions regarding engagement with OHCHR on technical cooperation, and Board
members are invited to share their views on lessons learned across regions.

Main findings and recommendations

54.  In its discussions with different interlocutors, both at headquarters and in the
field, the Board has observed a growing recognition by all — Member States,
United Nations entities, civil society and others — of the relevance of technical
cooperation in the field of human rights in bringing about the solutions needed to the
different challenges the world faces today. The Board welcomes the efforts made by
Member States and OHCHR to enhance technical cooperation and recommends that
the key components of the sound technical cooperation programmes that the Board has
outlined in its reports be translated into standards for the development of technical
cooperation programmes in the field of human rights. The Board also welcomes the
findings outlined by the High Commissioner in his report? and recommends that they
be understood as complementary to the key components of the sound technical
cooperation programmes advanced by the Board.

55.  In recent reports, the Board has focused on the impact of COVID-19,
particularly on economic and social inequalities that predated the pandemic. In the
Board’s last report, it also emphasized the need to focus on the challenges posed to
human rights by climate change and environmental pollution. Seeing the impact
conflict and violence are now having on the rights of millions and the growing threats
arising from the potential misuse of digital technologies, the Board recommends that,
in addition to a focus on economic and social rights and climate change, increased
attention should be given to confronting the human rights risks arising from conflict
and violence and emerging digital technologies. As preventive action is key to resolving
those and other challenges before they evolve into crises, the Board recommends that
OHCHR invest in additional capacities at the country level to identify and follow risks
to emerging human rights in those four areas, as well as capacities to communicate them
early to Member States for prompt action.

56. The Board welcomes the efforts made by the Human Rights Council and
OHCHR to underline the linkages between the recommendations made by international
human rights mechanisms, the Sustainable Development Goals, and national plans,
reports and frameworks for international cooperation. The Board encourages Member
States to use the Human Rights Council as a forum to foster technical cooperation in
the field of human rights and share good practices and lessons learned. Noting the rapid
increase in the number of recommendations that countries receive, including as part of
the fourth cycle of the universal periodic review, the Board reiterates its
recommendation that OHCHR identify innovative approaches to grouping and
streamlining recommendations in order to reduce the burden that partners face when
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trying to navigate the numerous recommendations countries receive and identify the
most relevant areas to prioritize for programming.

57.  The Board was pleased to see the deepening of collaboration with the rest of the
system, in particular with resident coordinators and United Nations country teams,
leveraging the additional capacities in analysis, advocacy and programmes that the rest
of the system brings to enhancing the promotion and protection of human rights at the
country level. The mandate of the High Commissioner to coordinate human rights
promotion and protection activities throughout the United Nations system needs to be
translated into concrete joint actions at the country level, including through the support
the United Nations provides to countries in implementing the recommendations from
international human rights mechanisms. The Board welcomes the High
Commissioner’s initiative of requesting United Nations country teams to report back to
OHCHR on how they will integrate the recommendations of the fourth cycle of the
universal periodic review into their country programming. The Board recommends
that this practice be extended eventually to all recommendations, and that a standing
practice be set up of tracking the assistance provided to countries in implementing
recommendations, as part of the work of United Nations Sustainable Development
Group.

58.  In order to enhance the efficiency, effectiveness and coherence of the technical
cooperation in the field of human rights provided to countries, the Board recommends
that OHCHR and other relevant United Nations entities strengthen their capacities for
support at the regional level. In the case of OHCHR, during its visit to Central Asia, the
Board witnessed the growing demand from Member States for assistance in adopting a
human rights-based approach to the policies being developed on a broad range of
subjects, together with several good practices that could be emulated in other regions,
as outlined in the present report, in terms of the work of both the OHCHR Regional
Office for Central Asia and the human rights advisers deployed to United Nations
country teams in the region. Whereas OHCHR capacities in Geneva can support their
efforts, effective technical cooperation requires dedicated and tailored support and
oversight, which is better achieved through regional capacities. The Board recommends
that OHCHR identify opportunities for greater strategic, technical, programme and
administrative oversight and other support for its work in the field, to be housed at the
regional level.

59.  The Board notes with appreciation the acknowledgement by the Human Rights
Council and States of the usefulness of its contributions. It is also encouraged by the
increasing number of requests from States for OHCHR in-country support. The Board
welcomes the contributions received through the various financial instruments
managed by OHCHR in 2023, including the voluntary funds. It continues to emphasize
the importance of ensuring the sustainability, predictability and flexibility of resources,
while also underscoring the need to expand the funding basis for OHCHR so that it has
the flexibility and adaptability necessary to cover the overall OHCHR programme. The
Board calls on Member States to follow up on the pledges they have made as part of the
seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to support
OHCHR in its efforts to strengthen its field presence to enable it to provide adequate
and sustainable financing for the technical cooperation in the field of human rights that
the world requires today. The Board also recommends that OHCHR make every effort
to ensure that the momentum established with those pledges is carried into the
upcoming Sustainable Development Goals Summit, ensuring that human rights is
rightfully recognized as an indispensable part of the efforts towards bringing the
Sustainable Development Goals back on track.

60.  The Board would like to thank donors who have increased their contributions to
the Voluntary Fund through these challenging times and, in particular, those ensuring
multi-year commitments. The Board calls upon Member States that contribute to the
Voluntary Fund and to the Voluntary Fund for Financial and Technical Assistance in
the Implementation of the Universal Periodic Review to continue their financial support
for technical cooperation activities in the field of human rights, including by increasing
their contributions to both Funds and their regular budget allocations for the work of
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OHCHR in the field. The Board recommends that special attention be given to the
financing of the human rights advisers, noting with concern the continued funding gap
and the impact that it has had on the capacities of OHCHR to respond to the growing
requests from United Nations country teams for this form of support.
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Annex |

Contributions to the Voluntary Fund and expenditure trends
(2013-2023)

OHCHR - V.F. Technical Cooperation (AHA)- 2013-2023 (as at 31.12.2023)

35,000,000

30,000,000 /

25,000,000
15,000,000 ~ : / T —
10,000,000 >

In USD

5,000,000
0
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
—m—Income 19,118,294 18,108,832 13,277,430 12,178,824 11,897,353 18,875,430 17,655,646 23,586,215 22,837,839 21,203,983 32,483,766
—A—Expenditure | 20,296,620 20,365,358 17,223,853 13,179,139 12,739,773 13,294,808 15,498,086 15,943,242 21,934,474 25,079,879 28,327,452
=>=Fund balance| 13,437,027 13,037,163 9,061,486 8,747,896 7,662,246 13,633,846 16,085,485 23,807,516 24,690,882 20,362,071 24,437,507
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Annex 11

Cost plan of the Voluntary Fund for 2023

@ Himon ighin

Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation {AHA)

Vee 31,/12,/20124

Approved Cost Plane 2023 Expenditure
Project Taotal LED
Mumber Field Operations & Technical Cooperation Division UsD ar 312024
(3) HR Adwisers/HR Mainstreaming {43 counmries):
SE-009371.20 - Bosmiz and Herzeporma 240,156 235,504
SB-00R3T71.58 - Kazakiztan 4564 199,757
SB-00R371.22 - Macedomia 105,051 T, bt
SB-00R371.15 - Moldosa 24623 LT ILL]
SE-009371.14 - Montenssro EIEEH 269,712
SE-D0R37T1.2T7 - Sonthermn Cancatms:, Georgia I71.4% 290 el
SB-0R3T1.58 - Tajikistan 2IATH 234 414
Ariea 14 i)
SB-00R3T1.24 - Burondi e, 212 L e
SE-00R371.57 - Conpo-Emzraville 32500 33z
SE-00R3T1.4% - Exoratmi 254,475 250,924
SB-00R371.52 - Gamhia MIAIT LR
SE-009371.30 - Gainga Bizsanm 315,757 58
SB-00R3T1.23 - Femma 253462 3 375
SB-00R3T7121 - Lesotho i, 3T1 327,200
SE-0037 3401 - Nageda LI 16,252
SB-00A3T1.09 - Madagasear 229930 232 4
SB-00R3T1.53 - Mozambique 42970 226 608
SE-00R3T1.10 - Eranda 21400 T
SB-00371.50 - Sisrra Leons 309,200 404,534
SB-00R3T1.45 - Zamhia 283272 7,213
SB-00R371.02 - Zmnhabmwe I6LAM 244,242
MEMNA (1 conntry)
SE-0093T1.04 - Jazdan 296,343 247,433
Amereas (1] comntries)
SB-00R371.37 - Arpenting 125,488 107,435
SB-00R371.34 - Barbados 264,020 203,205
SB-003T1.41 - Balize W95 H9,HTS
EB-0R3T71.35 - Beazd 1532671 L3L 205
SE-009371.20 - Costa Riea TG 197,877
SB-I0R3T1.2E - Diommican Repubbc e e | 251743
SB-00R371.39 - Ecnadoc 179,419 183 482
SB-00R3T71.42 - Guyama &5 AH4 5, L5
SE-00R3T1.43 - Famgmay WE 32 MO, 721
SE-D0R3T1.40 - Tomidad & Tobazo EET, 204 14,117
SB-00R371.35 - Urngnay F95.630 192 563
Acia & Parify i (10 .
SB-00R371.03 - Bangladesh TR 3028
SB-00R3T71.12 - Mllaldres T HET 268,061
SB-00R371.33 - Morgaln 80,255 i, T2
SB-00a3TL11 - Miyanmar 250,086 27L3T6
SB-00R3T1.46 - Nepal #h,671 T, 4
SE-D0R3T1.08 - Papm MNew Gainea 23,723 5T.417
SB-00R3T1.4T7 - Philippines 234 904 IS, M5
SR-00A3T .60 - Samoa Pt Wi k) 248,743
SB-00R371.24 - 50 Lanka AT A5T 176,754
SR-00R3T107 - Timor Leste LI 264,267
02%)| T etal HREA costs tradi lly fumded by MFTF-HEM Fund and YFTC-EXB F,7108.526 9,1, 574

16

Crpl v s

jii

lii

L
TE

L

R

W%

A%

GE.24-01882



A/HRC/55/78

@.} P, Eighi

TR

o e e

Voluntary Fund for Techmcal Cooperation [AHA)

Ver 31/12/2024

Approved Coct Plane 2023 Expenditure
Project Total L=l
Mumber Field Operations & Technical Cooperation Division UsD af L1224
(b} Bupport to HE Advisers
SE-O15482 - Bosaia and Herregorina EEATT AL A
SE-0020EE - Mpoldowa 315421 26,462
SE-D02065 - Spmthern Cameazns, Georgia & Azerbaijan 5430945 514,161
SE-D02365 - Serkn 228789 259,444
SE-015867 - Burmndi 6E9, 248 407,53
SE-002043 - Kemma TTR2TH TI7. 2l
SE-002077 - Madigazear 133,358 186,940
SE-002085 - Bwanda SILEIS S0L A
SE-002072 - Pangmay 197,113 165,372
SE-0Z0017 - Bapgladezh K745 140,224
SE-015865 - Maldrres 97279 29, %0
SE-002064 - Fapm MNew Gminea 359,73 234,147
SE-007555 - Philippimes WEI26 14, 508
SE-002083 - 56 Lanka B, Tid UL EET
SE-002089 - Timor Leste 1308 271,534
SE-RaT1.al - Suppeot to FRAL - HOQ cost recovery 267,542 312 468
3B%3| Toasl HEA suppon costs covered by VETC-EXBY UXR 5, 29,990 4,754,081
100%:| Farboroeal HE Advicars: 15,540, 505 JEL-TERT
{c) Human Rightz Components of UM Peace Missions (6}
SE-0L9E50 - Afghamictan [UNARMA) 17,126 155, 115
IEQ08018 - Afkanictan (TDLANAD - Srmmer i st char - 43,513
SE-0L9BE7 - Central African Republic (MINUSCA) 24,750 75,004
FBQO7I85 - Cemral Africaw Reswhlc (AINUSCA) - former pos ander dicere - 6,107
SE-002055 - Haisi (BDVUH] 1,254,110 L1, B3
SE-019821 - Iraq (UM AMT) L] -
SE-002052 - Libra 139,126 9, k4
SE-O19B5E - Miali (AWIWUSALA) 5772 (7, 3648)
SE-019859 - Somalkn (TEISOM) 363057 322 6
Furbforal Pezce Missions: 2 24E47 LA, T
{d) Counzry/Itandalone Offices (6)
SE-0L1E025 - Barkma Fazo 2495250 1,742 563
SE-002089 - Chad LBL1RL L1 el
SE-00C069 - Wlamritania L5004, 771 L2, 403
SE-002059 - Mexico 2BT 875 2BOLZT?
SE-002065 - HMiges 1,50 448 1183052
SE-015232.01 - State of Palestine 4, 713560 25019.614
Fub-rosal Country /Standaione iBces: ol Fied R, 5T
{#) Technical Cooperation projects & Jrengthened Capacites in
Begional Offices
SE-O19764 - KEE!H. = LINDW suppaort Sor Denoemhe Dendenads for Sustanadde Transfommagion 172351 172,R55
SE-DLRBE4 - KEEF - LINIW/PHF & o boer Cimmrhir Hade Sjeech an Iscabinment - GLEI2
SE-0T400E - KEE!H. = UMD PHF pocen s 0 (K 204 )
ZE-023669 - Kamra - UNWOMEN grasimoots somen 5137 EL6X7
SE-024010 - Keapa - UNWOMEN Kenya GHY Sarmon 24244 0,773
SE-0199LT - Mc-nmhl.q'u.e = LTNESUE) spprid e Human Raghss of Pecuons wsih Allesien JEna2 24470
SE-002067 - Bmssnn Federation RE5,H00 H59, 541
SE-020BES - Eoanda - Ssrepfenng Spmertis of MUHE & Cenl Chyppmsestions Bl 754 MM
SE-017421 - P]:I.I:I.I;]p.l.ﬂ.ts = LITSIOP /LT Joant peogramsne on Huenan Raghts 2392 1L 729
Fab-roeal Technical Cooperation projects & Srenpthened Capacities in
Ress, | Oifces: el L35, 972
Aosmizng sdpsiments rlatd & clored Sraiedts (225,514 -
Tatal (including propramme support costs) 34,400,359 28,327,452
FEC = 12% jfor profeesy fonded By doxorr salvmtary ortributions;
FSC = ™ for prgiects fended by MPTF/FEF, UNDF & aher UV Aprmsier. EX%
Fastwarer: #) INegative flgure reosliing from adiurmenair & Srisy year somerimneas ) exbensinee
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Annex 11

Financial status of the Voluntary Fund (2023)

18

P5ME FBS Reporting
Trust Fund: AHA
® Linited Mations Prepared on: 25022024
Human Righis
GREE BE il e CEMMORIE FOR i DR _||'| 'Elll r‘-]\:'h:ng Yo |_||'|'[a"'-r' F|_|"|:|
for Technical Cooperation (AHA)
Financial report of Income and Expenditure
for the period 01 January - 31 December 2023
Total

| - Inc:ome Income
Contributions received for the VFTC in 2023 usD

- Voluntary Contributions received for 2023 - Earmarked to the VFTC inon-specnc) 11,305,666.50

- Violurtary Contributions received for 2023 - Earmarked to specific projects 9.058,050.41

- UNDP/UM-Agencies contributions received for 2023 - Earmarked to specific projects G08,056.11
- Gain(less) on exchanges jon confrbuions 2023) (113,243.78)

- Gainilcss) on exchangs (on pricr year piedges. pald) I:3|:|.|:||]|
Contributions received for the HRAs under VETC in 2023

- MPTF contributions received for 2023 - Earmarked for HRAs program 5.000,000.00

- Violurtary Contributions received for 2023 - Earmarked for HRAs programispecific HRAs projects 68.001,532.13

- Gain/lloss) on exchangs (on conrbulions 2023 for HRLAS) 1,061.59
Piadges recatved for 3024

- Vioiuntary Contributions VFTC non-spectfic) - USD 2,438,024.39

- Voluntary Contributions earmaried to specfic projects (Burkina Faso/oPtRwandasenya) - U230 3,534 092,31

- Voluntary Gontributions earmarked to specfic HRAS projects (MyanmanSangiadesh) - S0 1,365,553
Transfers (to) from reserves and other trest funds
Interest and miscellaneous income 621483.08
Total Income (1} 32,483, TEE.66

Total
- nditure * Commitments Actuals Expenditre
Category uso
CLO10 - S5taff costs 108,652.60 18,065,455.18 19.174,107.78
CLO10 - Cther Personnel costs (consutants’ fees) (30,508 _28) = 466,093.33 405, 187.04
CL180 - Travel of Staff & Consultants ({19, 352.62) = G35,400.20 616,047.59
CL180 - Travel of Representatives/Participants to seminars (88,355.62) - 415,140.84 X28,701.22
CL120 - Contractual Services (30, 164.73) = 5Y3.87097 5a7.506.04
CL125 - General Operating & Cther Direct Costs (ncuding meeting faciation services) 95473.00 2445 567 20 2541, 04099
CL130 - Supplies, Commodities & Materials 0,584 B0 52,2080.17 61,063.87
CL135 - Equipment, WVehicle & Fumniture 99,554 68 240,450.52 0344 937
CL140 - Transfers and Grants to Implementing Parimers (=550,000) 487 68553 515,188.13 BEZ 353.08
CL145 - Grants out {<350,000) & Fellowships 12,272.55 633,288.16 B45,560.71
CL155 - Programme Support (Indirect) Costs n'a 2,6B0,033.87 2.680,038.87
583,5083.00 27,738,559 44

Total Expenditure {11} 28,337 ,452.34
' Achued disbursements Sndl frm commitments - * Adusiments INCuge prior Wear COmmIEments
Met excess/ishortfall) of income over expenditure (HI) 4.156,314.32
- ning balance
Opening balance (01.01.2023) we wnoaid pledge prior period (3232, 378,000 20.362,070.58
I - Cther adjustments
Accounting adjustments | Transfers (to) from reserves and other trust funds 208 414 .51
Refunds to donos (232,801 45)
Wiite-off (57 4B0.60)
Outstanding contributions receivable wnor period 2021/2027) (1,0D0.00)
Oustanding contributions receivable junpaid for 2023) -
Available Funds Balance (V) without pledges 24.436,507.34
Available Funds Balance (V-] with pledges 24,437, 307.34
Conmbutinns and pleciges received o e st Uing ans manapsd a5 pocied Anding o cover Me =227 and acivEy coss,
The end of ¥ear URSpENT conretions Saiance melpes fo doncrs " voilnian: condButions who normaly ave nof put v witng & speckic implemeniation eng dane,
mor have objecied fo finds being camed fonward f0 SpbcEqUENT Wears 50 Cover e frust fund on going acividies,
This is io Caviy thaf the above statemend of infome and expenciiuwe Is materally comect and that the sypencfure wWas Roumed in connschion ki

the apnroved projects for wiich the confrbutions wene roeived
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Annex IV

Donors and contributors (2023)

CONTRIBUTIONS IM 2023 fasat 31.12.2023)
Unpaid Pledge
Pledge Current Year | Current Year Paid Gain/(loss) on B 5 Unpaid Pledge .
Donor Current Year Project Title
usps usDs exchange Previous Years USDS
usDs
Australia
65,189.05 68,184.36 299531 0.00 0.00 HRA irTimor Leste
Australia
130,378.10 136,368.70 5.990.60 0.00 0.00 HRA in Papua New Guinea
Australia VFTC pooied Tund - IS programme in Asis-Pacmic
528,750.83 544,270.68 15,519.85 0.00 0.00 region
Austria
31,545.57 31,645.57 0.00 0.00 0.00 HRA in Bosnia & Herzegovina
Belgium
S54E,245.61 554,936.96 0.00 Palestine (oPt)
France
327,153.76 318,133.62 0.00 0.00 Southern Caucasus [Georgial
France
105,051.25 106,044.54 0.00 0.00 Haiti - Peace Mission Support
France
212,089.08 0.00 0.00 Mauritaria
France
296,924.71 {8,418.80) 0.00 0.00 Chad
Germany
218,102.51 [1,436.45) 0.00 Afghanistan - HR activities (UNAMA)
Germany
101,474.00 100,810.04 0.00 0.00 Mexico - Environment & Climate Change
Germany
25,380.00 29,187.76 (192.24) 0.00 0.00 Kenya - E it & Climate Change
Germany
322,234.16 316,455.70 0.00 0.00 HRAs program
Germany
53,705.63 52,742.62 0.00 0.00 HRA in Bosnia & Herzegovina
Germany
107,411.33 105,485.23 {1,526.15) 0.00 0.00 HRA in Myanmar
Germany
274,172.81 269,687.16 0.00 0.00 VFTC pooled fund / HRAs program
Germany
219,298.25 215,749.73 0.00 0.00 Mesxico
Germany
164,473.68 161,812.30 0.00 0.00 Hasiti
Germany .
B2,236.84 80,906.15 [1,330.69) 0.00 0.00 HRA in Kenya
Greece
53,937.43 55,493.80 1,556.47 0.00 0.00
Ireland
110,011.00 107,296.14 0.00 0.00
Italy
B5,015.54 85,015.94 0.00 0.00 0.00 Libya - Support to Peace Mission
Italy
9EE,1B4.75 988,184.75 0.00 00 0.00 HRAs program
Japan
925,925.00 925,925.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 HRA in Sri Lanka
Luxembourg
440,044.00 436,205.02 0.00 Palestine (oPt)
Netherlands
2,105,263.00 2,105,263.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 VFTC posled fund / HRAS program
Narway
297,038.69 315,974.64 18,935.75 0.00 0.00 Haiti - Peace Mission Suppart in Haiti
Norway
510,535.60 543,081.41 32,545.81 0.00 0.00 Chad
Norway
324,886.29 345,597.26 20,710.97 0.00 0.00 Niger
Norway
371,298.62 394,968.30 73,569.68 0.00 0.00 Mauritaria
Narway
46,412.33 4937004 2,958.71 0.00 0.00 Burkina Faso
Norway
45433934 26,628.40 0.00 0.00
Norwegian Refugee Council
N 118,894.00 118,879.00 0.00 0.00 Palestin
Portugal
32,362.46 32,362.46 0.00 .00 0.00 HRA in Guinea-Bissau
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Portugal
26,968.72 26,968.72 0.00 0.00 HRA in Timer Leste
Saudi Arabia
300,000.00 239,992.70 0.00 Palestine (oPt)
Spain
109,643.12 105,485.23 0.00 0.00 VFTC with emphasis on SIDS countries
Spain
164,473.68 158,227.85 0.00 0.00 Palestine (0Pt}
Sweden
654,828.390 659,143.65 4.320.75 0.00 0 Burkina Faso
Switzerland
540,540.54 574,712.64 34,172.10 0.00 0.00 Palestine [oPt)
Switzerland
553,087.35 570,776.26 17,678.81 0.00) 0.00 Palestine [oPt)
Switzerland
180,000.00 180,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Rwanda - Protection Systermn/NCHR
Switzerland
715,768.00 715,743.00 0.00 0.00 Burkin Faso
Turkey
150,000.00 150,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Palestine (0Pt}
United States of America
1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Mesics
UNDP MPTF
5,000,000.00 5,000,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 MPTF-HRAS deployment
ONDF FEF TV T T T ST & TR TR e o
93,000.00 93,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2022 elections (00130048)
UNDP PBF
350,000.00 350,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Kenya - Promoting Pesce (00140292)
UNESCO
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 que - H.R. of Persons with Albinism
UN Wamen
113,680.11 113,580.11 0.00 0.00 Keriya - Access to Justice for GBV Survivors
UN Wamen
51,376.00 51,376.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 - Strengthen capacity of grassrosts Wernen
TOTAL EARMARKED 2023 20,668,638.65 20,816,608.78 147,570.13 0.00 1,000.00
CONTRIBUTIONS IN 2023 (as at 32.12.2023)
Unpaid Ple
Pledge Current Year | Current Year Paid Gain/{loss) on e dee Unpaid Pledge .
Donor Current Year Project Title
usDs usDs exchange UsDS$ Previous Years USDS
Denmark
3,744,239.63 3,789,886.37 45,646.74 0.00) 0.00 VFTC pooled fund - Nan-specific
Finland
2.439,024.33 2,181,025.08 7.995.31) 0.00 WFTC pooled fund - Non-specific
France
1,090,512.54 1,060,445.39 0.00 0.00 VFTC pooled fund-Non-specific %/
India
200,000.00 200,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 VFTC pooled fund - Non-specific
ltaly
1,035,558.71 1,035,558.71 0.00 0.00 0.00 VFTC pooled fund - Non-specific
Luxembourg
1,096,451.23 1,078,748.65 0.00 0.00 VFTC pooled fund - Non-specific
Philippines
50,000.00 50,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 VFTC pooled fund - Nan-specific
South Karea
500,000.00 500,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 WFTC pooled fund - Non-specific
United States of America
1,150,000.00 1,150,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 VFTC pooled fund - Non-specific
| TOTAL NON-SPECIFIC 2023 11,305,866.50 11,045,704.20 -260,162.30 -0.00 0.00 0.00
*f Fra 033 apeific) alloeated b the VFTC by OHOHR i secive fus il pledgend fox th
| TOTAL VFTC GRANTS 2023 31,974,505.15 31,862,312.98 -112,192.17 0.00 1,000.00 0.00
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