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LETTER DATED 20 JANUARY 2000 FROM THE SECRETARY- GENERAL
ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

| have the honour to convey the attached communication, dated
19 January 2000, which |I have received fromthe Secretary-Ceneral of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (see annex).

| should be grateful if you would bring it to the attention of the nenbers
of the Security Council.

(Signed) Kofi A. ANNAN
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Annex
Letter dated 19 January 2000 fromthe Secretary-Ceneral of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organi zati on (NATO addressed to
the Secretary-Genera
In accordance with Security Council resolution 1088 (1996), | attach the

nonthly report on the operations of the Stabilization Force. | would appreciate

your making this report available to the Council

(Si gned) George ROBERTSON



S/ 2000/ 46
Engl i sh
Page 3

Encl osur e

Monthly report to the Security Council on the operations
of the Stabilization Force

1. Over the reporting period (13 Novenber-12 Decenber 1999), there were

approxi nately 27,000 troops depl oyed in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia with
contributions fromall North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO allies and from
15 non- NATO countries. Stabilization Force (SFOR) troops continued to conduct
survei |l l ance and reconnai ssance by neans of ground and air patrols, and
operations across the SFOR area included area security, nonitoring the border
with the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, nonitoring the entity arned forces,
conducti ng weapons storage site inspections and providing support to the

i nternational organizations in theatre. Over the period, conbat aircraft flew
for approximately 100 hours.

2. SFOR troops continued to nonitor conpliance with the provisions of Security
Council resolution 1160 (1998), prohibiting the transport of weapons into the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, with an intensified presence on the ground in
order to enforce the enbargo. No violations were reported.

3. SFOR continued to nonitor the novenent of controlled petrol eum products
into the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia by establishing traffic control points.
No violations were reported.

4, Fol | owi ng requests by both the H gh Representative and the | ndependent
Medi a Commi ssion (I MC) on 25 Novenber, SFOR conducted inspections of conmercia
broadcasting sites in Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to ensure that information
was bei ng broadcast according to the agreed media code. SFOR s inspections,

whi ch were conducted in accordance with annex 10 of the Peace Agreenent, were
deenmed necessary because of continued illegal broadcasting by the Croatian
television station Erotel, despite a broadcasting ban inposed by | MC on

16 Novenber.

5. At the end of Novenber, the Ofice of the H gh Representative (OHR) and the
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) renpoved 22 Bosni an
officials fromtheir posts because of their persistent obstruction of the Peace
Agreenent. SFOR troops were put on increased alert to ensure the necessary
security for the international organizations concerned. No violent incidents
were reported.

6. On 6 Decenber 1999, SFOR troops provided security to the Internationa
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia during its confiscation of weapons from

war ehouses belonging to the 3rd and 5th Bosnian Serb Army Corps near Zvornik, as
part of its investigation into war crimes conmtted after the occupation of
Srebrenica in 1995

Cooperation and conpliance by the Parties

7. Over the reporting period, the situation in the theatre remai ned stabl e,
with the entities in substantial conpliance with the mlitary provisions of the

l...
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Peace Agreenent. The denonstration in Miltinational Division (MD) (South-
East), which had been reported | ast nonth, continued throughout the reporting
period, with Bosniac farnmers from Gorazde denonstrating for their right to work
their land in Kopaci, in the Republika Srpska. The nunber of denobnstrators
varied between 5 and 50. SFOR troops and Miltinational Specialized Units
nmonitored the situation. No violence was reported.

8. There were two freedom of - novenent viol ati ons over the reporting period,
both in MND (North). In the first, on 15 Novenber, denobnstrators, nostly wonen,
bl ocked a road near the town of Vozuca in protest at power cuts. The United
Nati ons International Police Task Force (IPTF) and local police nmonitored the
situation and established a bypass that restored freedom of nmovenent. In the
second such incident, on 17 Novenber, approxi mately 250 people bl ocked a road
near Brcko in protest at an unannounced tax rise on inmported goods. There was
no vi ol ence, and the protest ended the sane day.

9. Over the reporting period, SFOR troops conducted a total of 250 mlitary
weapons storage site inspections: 60 Bosniac; 35 Bosnian Croat; 122 Bosni an
Serb; and 33 Federation. No mmjor instances of non-conpliance were reported.

10. SFOR troops nonitored 628 training and novenent activities: 297 Bosni ac;
91 Bosnian Croat; 209 Bosnian Serb; and 31 Federation. The training and
noverment ban on the Republika Srpska Police Anti-Terrorist Brigade remains in
effect until further notice, as does the ban inposed on el enents of the

3rd Bosnian Serb Arnmy Corps on 27 February 1999 as a result of their involvenent
inthe illegal transfer of weapons. The ban inposed on the 1st Bosnian Serb
Armmy Corps (reported last nonth) was |ifted on 30 Novenber 1999

11. Over the reporting period, 10 dem ning teans conducted 94 m ne-clearing
operations, renmoving 15 anti-personnel mines and 5 itens of unexpl oded ordnance
from9,935 square netres of |land. The Bosnian Serb Arny’s m ne-destruction
programme was conpl eted by the deadline of 15 Novenber, when the | ast renaining
conpl ete nmines were destroyed.

Cooperation with international organi zations

12. Wthin capabilities, and in accordance with its nandate, SFOR continues to
provi de assistance to the international organizations in theatre, including the
United Nations Mssion in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMBH), |PTF, the
International Tribunal for the Forner Yugoslavia, OHR, OSCE and the O fice of
the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

13. SFOR continues to play an active role in supporting OHR s efforts to
establish joint institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina, particularly the
Standing Committee on Mlitary Matters (SCMM). At the SCW neeting of

8 Decenber, final plans were announced for achieving the 15 per cent defence
reductions by the end of 1999. The weapons held by the 30 battalions to be

di sbanded will be stored centrally and subjected to joint nonitoring and

i nspection by SFOR and the entity arned forces. A working group conposed of
representatives from SFOR, OSCE and the entity arned forces was established to
verify that the 15 per cent reductions take place and to agree detailed plans
for the storage of the weapons. The working group will also initiate work on a
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further round of defence reductions for 2000. As far as the devel opment of a
conmon security policy is concerned, a "road map" outlining the way forward was
agreed at the 8 Decenber neeting, but final release of the docunent is pending.

Cut | ook

14. Isolated incidents of violence and intimdation are likely to continue in
response to the return of refugees and di spl aced persons.

15. Inline with the North Atlantic Council’s October decision, the
Stabilization Force Commander (COVBFOR) has begun to inplenent the SFOR
restructuring plan, which calls for a gradual reduction in the size, role and

profile of the force. Mlitary presence will be provided in critical areas, as
well as in identified and enmergi ng hot spots, and focused nilitary support will
al so be provided in areas deened critical to civil inplenentation. SFOR

restructuring will be acconplished in spring 2000.



