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FUTURE COMPOSITION OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL (T/1674)

The PRESIDENT: T now draw the Council's attention again to the future
composition of the Trusteeship Council, for at our last meeting we.derided to
request the Secretary-Generai to submit a legal study on the future composition

of the Council. I therefore call on the Under-Secretary.

Mr. DIERMAKOYE (Under-Secretary, Department of Trusteeship and
Non-Self~gnverning Territories) (interpretation from French): Madam President,
in accordance with the wish you expressed in the neme of the Council at yesterday
afternoon's meeting, the Secretariet bkas made available to members of the Council
document T/1674. It deals with the composition of the Trusteeship Council once
Neuru has achieved independence. As you know, this is scheduled for
31 January 1968.

The PRESIDENT: Are there any comments on the document?

Mr. SBAKEOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from
Russian): In relation to the presentation to the Trusteeship Council of the note
by the Secretary-General regarding the future composition of the Trusteeship
Council, which is contained in document T/1674, the Soviet delegation wishes to
make the following statement.

In the past, the Soviet delegation has, on many occasions in the
Trusteeship Council ‘itself as well as in the Cereral Assembly, presented its
point of view regarding the activities of the Trusteeship Couneil. Our
assessment of those activities flowed from ‘the place in the over-all efforts of
the United Nations in the cause of decolonization - occupied by the
Trusteeship Council, an organ which under the Charter is to contribute to the
political, economic and social progress of peoples of Trust Territories in their
advencement towards self-determination and independence.

The facts have shovn that the Trusteeship Council, as a result of the
excessive présencelin it of colonial Fowers mpd those who support their positions,

has on a number of occasions been unable to take firm and effective action for the
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(Mr. Shakhov, USSR)

elimination o colonial régimes in Trust Territories, as is called for by the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peocples. The
Trusteeship Council continues to ignore numerous decisions of the General Assembly
and the Committee of Twenty-Four aimed at the speedy implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

We firmly condemn such a poliey.

Given these circumstances, we approach the question of the composition of the
Trusteeship Council which has arisen as a.result of the impending depapture of
New Zealard a8 & member-of the-Couneil on 31 January:-1968 when'Nauru attains
its,independances

In our opinion the question of the possibility of making any amendments
vhatsoever to the United Nations Charter, as mentioned in paragraph 6 of the
note by the Secretary-General (T/167h), is not thé result of any need and is
not based upon any provisions of the Charter. It is entirely clear that under
Article 86 of the Charter,the parity of the administering .and- non-administering
Powers in the Council is designed not to permit an increase in the number of
ﬁéminisﬁering Powers over non-administering Powers. It is known that at the
present time a situation bas..been produced in which the number of
fion-administering Powers is larger than the number of administering Powers.
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This being so, it 1s no longer possible to implement @rtifiéiﬁily the t
provisions of Article 86 (1) ¢ of the Charter. This situation has_arisen because a
number of coloniasl countries have attained independence. That is why the

- existence of the Trusteeship Council With:8 limited membership -- in other 1c¢-:: J
words. vithout.the participation of New Zealand -- is not contrary to the _ 1
requirements of the Charter., , , ]

Here it is understood that Iiberia, which was elected to the Council in
accordance with Article 86 of the Charter,must remain as a member of the
Trusteeship Council until its term of office expires: °

Also, as we see 1t, the question of the future composition of the Trusteeship
Council is not an urgent matter from any standpoint, or at least is not one which
calls for any amendment to the United Nations Charter. The question of the
elimgation of the remnants of colonialism and the implementation of the
requirerents lald down in the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to - |
Colonial Countries and Peoples can, and indeed must, be solved by the : '
Committee of Twenty-Four and the General Assembly.
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The PRESIDENT: If égef;;aré ﬁo’further compents or any objections,
I propose that the Council should decide to take note of the Secretary~General's :
note en the future composition of the Council (T/1674), together with "She iob¥ervations
made by a member of the Council. If I hear no objection, it will be so decdded.
It was so decided.

The PRESICENT: We have now concluded the work before us and if I hear
no objection I propose that the Council should authorize the Secretariat, in
consultation with the President, to prerare a factual report to the Ceneral
Assembly on the thirteenth special session. As I see it, the report will cover :
our work during the specisl session, in particular the resolution adopted in

respect of Mauru and the note by the Secretary-General on the future composition X
of the Trusteeship Council, of which we have just taken note. If I hear no
cbjection, it will be so decided.

It was so decided.
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The PRESITENT: I should now like to inform the Council that follecwing

the adoption of the resolution regarding Nauru I have just received a petition
from Nauru, In view of the fact that we have completed our work, I should
like to suggest that this petition be circulated to the members and that the
Administering Authority should be requested to furnish the Secretariat with its
comrents so that both the petition and the comments can be circulated to members
and, thereafter, forwarded to the General Assembly. If I hear no objection, it
will be so decided.

It was so-decided.

The PRESIDENT: Is there any further business? Then let me agsin,
on behalf of the Council, extend hearty congratulations to Head Chief
Hommer de Roburt and, through him, to the people of Nauru, together with best
wishes for their continued prosperity asnd success as an independent nation,
I nov declare closed the thirteenth special session of the Trusteeship
Council,

The meeting rose at 11.5 a.m,






