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FUTURE COMPOSITION OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL (T/1674) 

The PRESIDENT: I now dxaw tbe Council 1 s attention again to the future 

composition of the Trusteeship Cou:icil, for at our last meeting we ... d-etlded to 

request thc Secretary-Gener~l to subroit a legal study 011 ti.1e :ruture composition 

of the Council.. I therefore call on tbe . Under--Secretar7. 

Mr. D..T~YE (Under-Secreta¡,y, Department of Trusteeship and 

Non-Self~"/!l)Y~Tning Terri tories) (illt~rpretatio1, from French): rJ..adam. President, 

in o.ecorwmce with tbe wish you expressea in the name ot the Council at yesterday 

afternoon's meeting, the Secretariat has made available to members of the Council 

document T/1674. It deals with tbe composition of the Trusteeship Council once 

Nauru has achieved independence. As you know, this is scbeduled for 

31 January 1968. 

Tbe PRESIJ)El'rr: Are there any comments on the document'Z 

Mr. SHAIQIOV (Union of Soviet Soc5.alist Republics) (interpretation from 

Ru.ssian): In relation to the presentation to tbe Trusteeship Council of the note 

by the Secretary-General regarding the ~uture composition of the Trusteeship 

Council, which is contained in document T/1674, the Soviet delegation wisbes to 

makc the following statement. 

In the past, tbe Soviet delegation has, on many occasions in the 

Trusteeship Council ·it'Gell' as well as in the General .Assembly, presented its 

point of view regarding the activities of the Trusteeship Council. Our 

assessment of those activities flowed ~~om ·the place in the over-all efforts of 

the United Natíons in the cause of decolonization occupied by' tbe 

Trusteeship Council, an organ which under the Charter is to contribute to the 

political, economic and social progress of peoples of Trust Territories in their 

a.dvancement t ,01vard.s self'-determination and independence. 

The facts bave shown tbat the Trusteeship Council, as a result of the 

excessive presence in it of colonial P~ornand tbose who support their positions, 

has on a number of occasions been unable to take firm and ef'fecti ve action for tbe 
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(Mr. Shakhov, USSR) 

elimioa.tion o~ colonial régimes in Trust TerritorieS, as is called for by the 

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. The 

Trusteeship Council continues to ignore numerous decisions of the General Assembly 

and the Committee of Twenty-Four aimed at the speedy impleroentation of the 

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. 

We firmly condemn such a policy. 

Given these circumstances, we approach the question of the compositionof the 

Trusteeship Council which has arisen as a -result of the -impending t:lepa.rture of 

New Zealar:d ae e. znember-of the-council on 31 Jenuary -'-1968~hen ' Nauru é.tta1ns 
its1independenée; 

In our opinion the question of the possibility of making any amendments 

whatsoever to the United Nations Cbarter, as mentioned in paragraph 6 of the 

note by the Secretary-General (T/1674), is not tbe regult of any need and is 

not based upon any provisions of tbe Cbarter. It is entirely clear that under 

Article 86 of the Charter,the parity of the edministering . and , non ... administel,"ing 

Povers in the Councii is designed not to permitan increase in the number of 

lldmi:o:tétering Powers over n·on-administering Powers. It is known that at the 

present time a situat1on has .. been produced in vhich the number ·of 

non-administering Powers is larger tban the number of administering Powers. 

'.[ 
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This beiug so, it is no longer possible to implement irt1fib1~lly the 

:provisions of Article 86 (1) e of the Charter. This aituetion ,has .... arieen because a 

number of colonial countries have attained •independence. That is why the 

existence of the Trusteeship Council '?itb .6· limited membership -- in other I e,:~ ) 

vo:rds . without..J;~~--~rti.~ipa-tion of New Zealand --- is not contrary to the \ 

requirements of the Charter. , 

Here it is understood that Liberia, 'whicl). was elected to the Council in 

accordance 'Wi th Article 86 of the Cbatter ,must remain as a member of the • 

Trusteesm.p Council until its tei"Ill of-office eX!)ires~ 

Also, as we see it, the question °-f the future composition of the Trusteeship 

Council is not nn urgent matter from any standpoint, or at least is not one which 

calla for any amendment to the United Nations Cbarter . . · The question of the 

eli..mi:;ation of the :remnants o! col.onialism and the impJ.ementation oí' the · 

requirc:ments l.aid down in the L'eclaration on the Granting of Independence to -

Colon.inl .. COuntries and PeopJ.es can, and indeed must, be sol ved by the 

Commi ttee oí' Twenty-Four ana' the General. Assembly. 

Th~ PRESIDENT: If there ·are no' t'urther comments or any objections, 

I propase tha t tlie Council. shoul.d decide to take note of the Secretary-General I s , 
• . ". ' 1 

note ~n the future composi tion oí' the Council .( T/1674), toge:tller rl "th r-tni:J io"b"F.erva tion~ 

m;ade by a member of the Council. If I hear no objection, it will be so decided. 

It was so decided. 

The PRESIDENT: We bave now conc1uded the work befare us and if I bear 

no objection I propose that the Council shou1d authorize the Secretariat, in 

consu.ltation with the President, to prepire a factual report to the General 

Jlssembly on the thirteenth special. session. As I see it, the report will cover 

our work during the s:pecial session, in particular the reso1ution adopted in 

resl)ect of Nauru and the note by the Secretary-General. on the future composition 

oí' the Trusteeship Council, of which we have just taken note. If I hear no 

objection,. it will be so decided. 

It was so decided. 
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~E:. PRESIJJE~NT: I should now like to inform the Council that follcwing 

the adoption of the resolution regarding Nauru I have just received a :petition 

from Nauru. In view of the fact that we have completed our work, I shoul.d 

1ike to suggest that this peti tion be circul.ated to the members and tbat the 

Administering Authority shouJ.d be requested to furnish the secretariat with its 

co:rmnents so that both the petition and the comments can be circulated to members 

and, thereafter, forwarded to the General Assembly. If I hear no objection, it 

mll be so decided. 

It was so decided. 

The PRESIDENT: Is there any further business? Toen let ~e again, 

on beha1f of the Council, extend bearty congratuJ.ations to Head Chief 

Ho.mmer de Roburt and, through him, to the :people of Nauru, together wi th best 

wishes for their continued prosperity aud success asan independent nation. 

I now declare closed the thirteenth special. session of the Trusteeship 
Ccuncil. 

The reeeting rose et 11..5 a.m. 




