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1\GEND? .. ITE1,IS 3a, 5a, 12 and 10 

EX.iUHNATIOH OF ANNUAL REPORTS OF ADMIHISTERING ftlITHORITIES OH THE ADlUNISTR-1.TIOH 

OF TRUST TERRITORIES: RUJHTD,t-URUHDI (T/14Gl, 1495, 15}5, 1 540, 1 51~); T/L.985 , 

L.992 ; T/PET.3/L .10 to L.34; T/cm/I.3/L.26, 27, 29 to 58) (continued): 

REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS VISITIEG MISSIOir TO TRUST TERRITORIES IN E/1ST AFRICA, 

1960: RUiumA-URUrmr (T/1538) (continued); 

E'X.i\i.UHATION OF 'rI-ill POSSIBILITY OF SENDING A UNITED NATIONS OESERVERS GROUP TO 

SUPERVISE THE ELECTIGrJS TO BE HELD I:f JUNE 1960 IN RUANDf.-URUimI (continued); 

PLAHS OF POLITICAL REFORH FOR THE TRUST TERRITORY OF RUANDA-URlJNDI ( GE.rElli\L 

J.SSEl.ffiLY RESOLUTION 1419 (XIV)) (continued) 

1'..t the invitation of the President, J.'.Ir. Reisdorff, SrJecial Representative 

for the Trust Territory of Ruanda-Urundi under Belcian administration, took a 

place at the Council t~ble. 

Economic, social and edu-::ational advancement ( continued) 

The PRISIDEI'h': He shall continue the questioning of the Speci 2.l 

Representative in the economic, social and educational fields. 

Mr. S!1LAM.:1HCA (Dolivia) (interpretation from Spo.nish): At this 

morning's meetinE:; I asked two questions about land tenure in the Territo r y , and 

I thin]-;: this problem must be considered an important one, in the light o f the 

report of the Visiting Mission. 

Ls I said this morning, I believe that the economic and :political 

dev0lopmen~ of the Territory depends to a ~reat extent on the policy adopted in 

regard to the system of land tenure. This mo rning I asked a very simple 

ques
0

tion, which is still pending, and I shall repeat it. I would e.sk the 

Special Reprcsente.tive whether he thinlrn the present system of land tenure is 

fair a.nd. just? This is surely a very- simple ~uestion. 

Mr , RBISDORFF (Special Representative) (inter.f)retation from French): 

I shall clari f y my thinldng on this matter in replying to this question. The 

present system of land tenure is one which corresponded to the staGe of social 

development in Ruanda-Urundi, which is admittedly now out of date. 
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Therefore, we shoulcl introduce land tenure reforms in accordance ,rith the 

present systen. 

~ S:\.LA;-!ANCA (Bolivia) ( in terpretation from Spanish): This reply is 

satisfactory; this is wl:c.t I wished the Special Representative to say::. I wanted him 

to say ·whethe1· the Administering Authority considers that these reforms are 

necessary. This would,of couroc, help to clarify the position of my delegation 

1;1i th regarcl to this problem and I now come to the second question which is also 

very simple. 

Does the Special Representative wish to comment with regard to the 

recormnendations of the Visiting Mission abo1..1t the possfoility of forming a worJ~ing 

party o:i.' e::pcrts in the Territory nnd IlGlr;iz.n ,jurists? ThiG recommendation 

is made in paragraph 493. To make it easier for him to reply, I can read out 

this paragraph. I consider it important and I shall read it aloud in English: 

(Continued in I:n3lish): 
11 The conclusions of the Harking Group were that the lmrs governing land 

tenure, which are the very basis of the life of every person in Ruantla and in 

Urundi, have been severely sha}:e:n by the development which those communities 

have undergone. Custom has become unsettled and erratic; faith in judgements 

has been deeply affected and the fact that a large majority of the judges 

belong to the dominant race ('l'utsi) has only aggravated the situation. 

The HiGh Councils of the States have been considering reforms but, 

despite their efforts, have not succeeded in reaching conclusions. 

It is therefore necessary, in the 1:7orking Group 1s opinion, to mtablish 

without further delay a preparatory committee composed of African 

judicial officers, assisted by Belgian jurists, whose task would be 

to prepare draft land legislation consistent with the demands of progress. 

( Continued in Spo.nish): 

Paragraph l,9!1. reads as follows: 

( Continued in English): 
11 Since the November disturbances, the question of the necessary changes 

in the land tenure system has become even more urgent; the present position 

represents an obstacle to lasting peace in the country and impedes the rational 

utilization of land, without which agriculture ancl stocl~-breeding cannot 

properly develop." 
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(Mr. Salamanca, Bolivia) 

Hothing can be more c:lear ancl more specific than the suggestion made by the 

Visiting i'lission. Now, I should like to asl: the Special Representative to comment 

with regard to the suggestions of the Visiting Mission. 

Mr. R~ISDORFF .(sgecial Representative) (interpretation from French): 

These vie'lls accord with those of the Administering Authority; even before the 

report of the Visiting Mission becru·ne available in Ruanda-Urundi, I had occasion 

to say that the question of forming a study group of customs, in the general 

sense, had been considered; and that the view was supported that two groups were 

necessary at the present moment. Certainly, the Administering Authority will 

revise ".'- in the light of the Mission's report -- its own. ideas about the study 

anu. the rneahs of changing the land tenure system. However, I can say straightaway 

that. I can assure the re:presentati•je of Bolivia that these concerns have 

predominance ,ri th the Administration arnl that it will study and propose reforms, 

some of which have recently been applied. • After the study of the regional 

measures, we shall have to come to decisi ve steps and, in the long run, this 

will be a matter for the ·representative councils of the people themselves when 
I 

they have been elected. 

Mr. S.t,LAI!L\NCA (Bolivia) ( interpretation from Spanish): In the report 

of the Visi:ting Mission, paragraph L~92 contains the statement in the third 

sentence of. tne · paragraph that no one in the Territory has confidence in the 

High Council of Ruanda. This sentence reads: 

( Continued. in EDglit11): 
11 '.I':.ie~, have contended that the High Council of Ruanda is neither objective 

nor coTIIJ:)etent in land matters; being ·composed almost e::clusi vely of Tutsi, 

it is, in their view, a party to the delicate issues of which it is also a 

judge. 11 

( Continued in Spanish): 

Now, my question is very sir:iple. Should a lanJ reform proGramme be proposed, 

would it be a special commission or siniply the legislati •;e commission established 

in the Territory which will have to carry out this study? 
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Mr. REISDORFF ( Special Representative) ( interpretation from French): 

The High Council of Rtw,nda _ has come to the end of its term of office, as has the 

Council in Urundi. It is replaced, in its duties, by the special provisional 

commission of Ruanda wltich consists of two representatives of the political 

parties. The quest:..on of lrnowing hou the land commission is to be composed is a 

question which prejudges the future. However, in principle it is certain that the 

political parties will be represented so that all sections oi' the population will 

Pe aole to make known their vie,rs and to defend their interests. Therefore, 

this commission will normally consist of representatives of_ the population, 

~swell as technicians and specialists in land tenure. 

Once again, this is a personal opinion which I am expressing_; it is logical, 

but it prejud6es the i~1tentions o:f the Administering Authority and the representative 

of Bolivia must consider this as a personal statement which appears logical. 

r-lr. SAL !\1-L:\HCA (Bali via) ( interpretation from Spanish): I wish to thank 

the Special Representative for his e~cplanation. I agree that at this stage of the 

debate with regard to this problem, his opinion can only be ' a personal one. But, 

in any case, before concluding my intervention, I -wish to make one short statement. 

I have the impression that in the political development of Ruanda-Urundi, 

this problem is vitally important. On some occasions, the Administering 
; 

Authorities, in respecting the fundamental principles of the Charter, have 

taken account of the necessity of ensuring the progress of the Territories and 

of respect for the fundamental rights of man; each Administerin~ Authority has 

done so in the respective Territory under ,its clomain. Hith a view to the 

possibility of e::ercising its constructive power, each Auministering Authority 

can do something to approach e::tremes, but with reGard to land distribution I 

have the impression that the Administering Authority has, for forty years, been 

almost passive or the development was at a slow pace in regard to this problem 

in accordance with what I have noted from the report of the Visiting Mission. 

The development of the Territory is now rapid.; there is very little time 

remaining. I think that this is the opinion of the Special Representative. 

Basically, I think that we must have consultations with the various political 

forces in the Territory, but would this delay the Administering Authority with 
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regard to land tenure,uhich has still not reached rtuanda-Urundi? One specific 

mission of the Administering Authority is . to establish the lau; this is one 

:principle, In any case, I am very satisfied with the replies of the 

Special Representative because I note that, in this matter, the 

Administering Authority is prepared to consider this problem. I 

have no further questions. 
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If there are rio other q~estions, before I give 

the floor to the reprcsentati ve ot' Bel13ium, I would ask the representative 

of llHO to make his sf;atement. 

Dr. Sl".QCS (Uorlcl Health Organization):· The representative of 

Bu.rme .. refsi"'red t -his mornin.g to the detailed observations on heait11 

conditions in .Ruancla-Uruncli ·which were submtted by WHO to the last 

session of the Council in document T/1461 and which I will draw to the Cou..11cil I s 
attention. Since the 1958 report of the Administering Authority was written 

before the observations of lrrlO were published, and does not therefore take 

into account the suGgestions made by WHO, which are still valid, it has not 

been considered that any useful purpose would be served by presenting a paper 

to the present session of the Cou...cil. I should like, houever, with your indulgence 

to ~uke a few cricf oboervntion.s on the i958 report. 
-

The World. Healtn urganization has studied with much interest the 1958 

report and would like to take this op::;iortunity of conc;ratulatinc; the health 

authorities on the many marks of pro0ress which have been reflected throur:-;hout 

the report. One example is the development of the rural health services, 

with the buildinc of three new uistrict hospitals and sixteen rural dispensaries, 

and the considerable extension of the rural water supplies, in which a most 

outstanding contribution is beinG made by the Administration to the Territor;y' s 

development. 

Some pro6ress is also evident in the matter of staff for the medical and 

health services. It is encouraging to note particularly the pro:;ressi ve 

increase in the numbers of medical assistants and nurses. With regard to 

the nu1·ses, for example, the success of the traininc; pro0rarr.me is maldng itself 

felt both in the substantially increased numbers of registered nurses -- twenty 

more in 1958 than in 1957 -- and in certified nurse-aides -- an increase of 

ten in 1958 over 1957 -- as well as in the growing nu.'nber of trainee nurses, 

of who:r.i there were ninety-one in 1958 compared with some sixty-two in 1:,.;57, and 

only sixteen in 1 ) 53• In vie,, of the extreme importance -of training fully 

qualified professional staff from among the indicenous population -- which, as 

you will recall, we have stressed in our previous document to this Council 

it is noted with great interest that a medical student from Ruanda-Unmdi 
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in study in.:; at the Faculty of liedicii1e in Paris, and that five girls from 

Ru.anda-Urundi are stu.clying at the Nursing School attached to the Lovanium 
'· 

University in the Belc;ian Con;;o. It is hoped sincerely thet their example 

will be followed to an incrcasin;; extent, as the number of younc; men and. women 

,,ri th secondary school education increases. It is also hoped that the Department 

o_f Preventive Medicine will soon be opened at the Lovanium University and that 

every effort will be made to provide opportunities for medical students from 

Ruanda-Urundi to take this _public health course, so that .theJ may return to work 

in the public health administration of Euanda-Urundi: 

New developments · in the control of communicable diseasc8 include a 

considerable extension in the scope of the campai13n a ::;ainst tuberculosis and 

of many of the vaccination pro~rnmmes. This was alread~r referred to by the 

Special Representative, particularly in the case of poliomyelitis, as well 

as the increasing use of ar.~bule.tory treatri1ent for such diseases as tuberculosis 

a.nd leprosy. The lon'.; -stancl:i.n:; control procrarnmes •·- such as those ac;ainst 

trypanosomiasis and yaws -- also continue to show encourae:;inc;; results. There · 

are indications that these ori~inally separate control canrpai ~ns are being 

tntec;rated very Graduall;/ into the general healtll services, but it is , hoped 

that even more detennined efforts will be made in this direction, thus effecting 

economies in both staff and butlc;et, and increasing the ef:f:iclency of the 

services. 

In this connexion, I w~uld refer a6ain to the suc;sestion made by the 

World Health Or0anization in the document subr,1:Ltted to the twenty-fourth 

session of· the Council, . concerning the desirability of plannin; the intec;ration 

of curative and preventive health services throuch the initial establiahment 

of a demonstration and trainin:3 centre on a pilot basis. In response to the 

interest evinced in this matter b:,r the representative of the Administerinr; 

Au.thorit;y- at the twent:"-fourth session of the Council, documentation _on t l1c 

planning and organ:lzation of such pilot areas has already been sent to the 

health authorities of Ruancla-Urundi, and -- as mentioned before -- WHO would 

be very happy inde~d to cive assistance in this matter, if so requested by the 

Ad.ministration. 
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Mr. CL.I\EYS EOUUAERT (Belc).um) (interpretati·:m from French): The 

petitioner whom we have heard, Hr. Hwa:~;asana, has made a ;_;eneral statement which, 

:i.part from the assertions which are unjustified, contains others which are 

insinuations or tendentious. He is a politician ancl it is quite normal that he 

sh:mld act in this way. I do 1nt intend to give -- nor can I t:;i ve durin:; this 

brief repl;;, -- a clctailed ansuer t::i tl1e various statements of the petitioner. f 

I shall consic1er certain precise matters which can be explained, but I cannot 

refute [;ratuitous affin1ations, and it si.1ould be noted, r:ioreover, that the 

majority of the events which he has stated from his point of view for which 

I do not criticize him however -- have been t:reated in detail in the runple 

report of ti1e Visi tinr, Mission, which is in some ,,a:rs different from the 

point of view of the petitioner. I shall quote an example 

of refuGees. The Visitin0 Mission d.escrilJeo. the situation 

the question 

I refer the 

members of the Council to that section of the report. i,Ir . Rwa;:,;as ana, for his 

part, had another idea and he quoted figures of refu6ees, all members of' UEAR, 

accordin0 to him, in Deanda -- around 52,000, I believe. My colleai~Ue from 

the United Kin;dom was sceptical about this, as indeed I was. 

Mr. Rwa0asana., with re:;ard to the communal elections, calls them 

confidential and hasty. 'fhe docw:1ents submitted to the Visiting Mission 

are sufficiently clear on this J>Oint; the elections are not too hasty. 

have l,een planned f'or many months -- six months at least. Very conrplete 

instructions have been re:3ularly distributed to all inhabitants to inform them 

of electoral proceclures, and of their ri~;hts anci. the freedoms they will have, so 

that the:/ can vote for the candidate of their choice, and measures to 'be taken 

to ensure a secret ballot. 

described as confidential. 

'.rhese measures are perhaps what Nr. RwaGasana 

In any event, t hese elections will be held, and 

the:·· have been dGrnanded insistently by all politj_cal parties, except UHAR. 

They have not been hastily prepared. 'l'he election campaiGn has been [;O_ing on 

for sorl1e tir:1e already, as the Special Representative has said, 
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-since 1 June, measures taken to guarantee public ordei· have been relaxed 

to allow freedom of meeting and, to some extent, of movement. This relaxation 

applied to all meetings connected with the electoral campaign. Mr. Rwagasana, 

mentioned particularly in his statement that the Administration is arbitrarily 

opposed to all meetings of UNAR and that all those caught at its meetings are 

imprisoned or are put in a concentration camp at Nyarnata.. 

There are ' only condemned persons in prison in Ruanda-Urundi, persons 

condemned for crimes such as plundering, arson, torture and murder, and there 

are no concentration camps in the Territory, Mr. Rwac;asana alludes to the camp · 

at H:,•amata as a concentration ca..•,rp. It is not a concentration camp but a centre 

for people who cannot, for the moment, go back to their own regions. 

The repor:t of the Visiting Hissio:1 makes note of visits which it macle to 

this camp and I am happy to read to the Council the opinion expr essed by the 

Belgian Cor.IDlission on Human Rights, consisting of Mr. Aronstein, the Secretary­

General of this Commission, and Mr. Gofin, a lawyer from Brussels, who is the . 
representative of the Commission in Ruai1da-Urundi. They actually visited the 

camp, durinG February, and this is what they said about it: 
11 The Administration is ~t present installing in the Territory of 

'Bugesera, Tutsi who have been e:i..rpelled from ·their farms in the north 

western part of Ruanda, especially frcm the Ruherigeri urea.. Various 

people have told us that this was a compulsory measure. We visited 

the place when a group of' l,200 :cefugees had ar'."'iV-t:d in the Territory. 

There were, at the time we visited there, about 5,000 refugees installed 

there. We interviewed a certain number of perso1{s and, in particular, 

the Administrator of· the Territory, a Mr. Ducene, who is responsible 

for this operation. We received no complaints; we did not personally 

note any restrictions. On the other hand, accommodations, on a 

provisional basis, seemed to us to be satisfactory, in view of local 

circumstances. Mr. Ducene achieved, by pe1~suasion and by the personal 

relationships which he maintains with the refugees, the most favourable 

results." 
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I can C.lntinue, quoting from the provisions decided upon by the Resident cf 

Ruanda., mentioned in his letter of l~ Dece::nber 1959, when he was called upon tc 

define the purposes of the directive concerning the welcoruing oi' re:fugees. I 
quote from this letter: 

11 'l1he centre for refugees was organized so as to welcome, 

provisionally, voluntary refugees, and to allow them every possible 

freedom to take advantage of these p:·o-visions, as needed. T'ne 

welcoming centre a.t Nyamata c;ives the refugees adeq_uate material 

benefits, which we are striving to improve. 'rhey receive abundant 

food; they are well housed and all attentions necessary for their 

particular situation are provided. The Government is doing everything 

possible to facilitate the final resettlement of voluntary refugees 

in areas where they can be received, especially in the Bugesera area." 

I shall continue to read -- r·apologize for speaking in a rather disjointed and 

disorderly fashion, but I a.in attempting to follow, more or less, what the 

petitioner said. Still referrinc; to the exa!!lples 1-rhich he gave us to put forward 

the idea that the Administering Authority has been discriminatory in its policy 

towards the me1"1bers of UNAi"'\, includinG those who merely sympathize with them, the 

petitioner ~uoted the following exa.t~ple: "A student was immediately thrmm into 

prison -- one who had just come to visit us." 

Now I know of one case concerning a student whcm the Administering Authority 

has, in fact, :put into prison. Tnis student, wh~ was f:com the University ·o:f 

Brusncls, wi:.~s, a"t, the tir.1e of the t:rc1.:"b2.e, j _n the Ten·itory, and he was i.'llplicated 

in a case of arbitrary arrest and torture. He was sentenced to -- I thinl-. --

two years of penal servitude on a charge of torture. 

'I'he :petitioner also ea.aimed that judgements given in the courts of Ruanda­

Urundi, and in the special court appointed to d.eal with the accumulation of cases 

from November, were confidential, arn.1 that the Press refused to l)Uolish 

th0m. Hi th recard to t:::~o r,u~lica"cion cf thene decisj_ons by the Press, 

I do not lmow o.n what facts this assertion is based. There is nothing confidential 

about them, they are not at all secret, they are published, and the Visiting 

Mission itself has, I am sure, received large numbers of copies. It has received 

communications from all the courts from which it wished to receive theo, in 
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P:J.rticular the ,judgerr.ent c;iven in the case of the President of UH.AR, 

Mr. Franqois Ruteba. 'I·his has been stated by the petitioner as being a secret 

judgement1 and he does not seem to know what the result was~ He can obtain this 

from the Secretery here, if he so ,-rishes, I believe. This judgement against the 

President of UHAR -- there were forty-two accusations and I think he was acquitted 

of some, and the total sentence on the other counts, • on 'trhich he was found guilty, 

a.mounted. to six years of penal servitude. 

I come now to the question of the participation of UN.AR in the preliminary 

consultation at Brussels. I thinl;: the representative of France has asked the 

Belgian delegation to explain exactly what happened. I have given complete 

infonnation on this point in my previous statement and therefore I can only repeat 

that the . delegation of UNAR, as were the delegations of all other political 

parties., was invited to the Brussels consultaticn and., infact, the UNAR delegation 

agreed to n.tteno.. It was only a feu days before departm1 e -- on 27 May -- that 

the representatives appointed by UHAR itself, who were the 111embers of UlJAR in the 

Provisiono.l Council of the State, 1•efus.ecl to joi~1 the grcup. 

, I 
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UNAR was therefore invited to this consultation with members of all the 

parties; these members were appointed by the president of the provisional 

special council of the State. 

The representative of India, I believe, asked for information about a 

telegram sent by the president or temporary president of UNAR which was read 

by the Special Representative. Mr. Rwagase.na. contested the authenticity of 

this text. Tbe Belgian delegation evidently had no knowledge of the exchanges 

of views within UNAR itself both before and after the transmission of this 

text · -- it was not a. telegram, it was a letter. All that the Belgian 

delegation can say here is that the message was in fact sent and was signed 

by tt:., president of UNAR, Mr. Ruts.indintuwa:;-ane. 
"' . . . The representative of India. also asked for clarification about comments 

made by the petitioner which claimed that the Resident of. Ruanda tried, by 

communications, to ridicule the conclusions r,f the Visiting Mission's report. 

Mr. Rwagasana even read part of Communique 12 of 8 April 1960. I can do no 

better than read this text in full, as well as the text of the previous 

communique, which is necessary in order to make the matter comprehensible to 

members of the Council. First, I shall read ccmmunique 10 of 21 March 1960: 
11 The communique which I am sending you today unfortunately must 

note further disorders in two districts of Ruanda. I regret prC"'foundly 

that I must again speak of disorders,. ea since 23 Nt!'\'€mber, the date of my 

previous communique to the population, there have been no further 

cases of disorder. 
11 In the territory of Byumba, in the chiefdoms o:f'Ruberuka, Rul<:iga, 

Buyaga and Ndorwa, some Eanyaruanda ·began to fight among themselves; 

~·ome expelled others and seized their property. This took place on 

5 March and again on 9 Marcb11 
-- this was the time of the arrival of 

the Visiting Mission in the Territory. 
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1:In tbe territory of Gitarama, on Sunday 13 March, people who 

bad ,-.,r,me to welcome the representatives of the United Nations proceeding 

from Gitarama to Kigali, attacked ad.ministration and police officers 

with sticks and stones. In these two districts there were killed ana: 

wounded. 

"The incidents in the district of Gitara1:ra were caused by an 

excited crowd, many of wbcm were drunk. 

"I wish to speak particularly today of the events at Byumha 

because they have again set one part of the population against another, 

Hutu against Tutsi. As bas been admitted each time these incidents 

take place in the State -- in Byumha as elsewhere -- a series of rumours 

bas been circulated to frighten the population and to lead to the 

commission of acts which would not normally be corrmitted. 
11 'J.'be ca1..1 se of the troubles seemed to be pamphlets from emigre 

Banyanianda in Ugacida signed by "'the Banyaruanda :.n Uganda' . In these 

pamphlets, tbe independence of Ruanda for the month of Eay was 

announced.; the clep~.rture of the local authorities was noted; it was 

stated tbat the chiefs and. sub-chiefs bad been dismissed withcut 

any proper reason; tbat the Hutu bad incited the disturbances in 

November. 'Ibe popul"l.tion was advised to make e.11 tbis knrwn to . the 

United Natirns Visiting Missi~n, which had come, according to tbe 

pc,:nphlets, at tbe request of Rwagasana. 
11 Excited by these cornmunications from abroad, ce:ctain Tutsi in 

the Territory exploited these lies, giving the impression that the 

United' I-!2.tinns had come to replace tt.e former authority. They went 

about in sn:n.11 gro'Jps, seeking . to intimidate the Hutu fa::::-mers, 

p::comising tbe return to dr:minance of the Tutsi. 

'!At Ruhunde, on 5 March, the inhabitants drove the Tutsi frcm the 

hills. This was only the beginning, and on 9 March, between 5 and 10 in 

the morning, thousands of .Hutus expelled practically all the Tutsi 

from the three chiefdoms of Rukigan, Buberuka and Ndorwa. 
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"In November, the Hutu of Ruhengeri plundered, they said, 

on orders from • the I'/i,mmi; this time the Hutu of Byumba pretended 

to net in the name of the-Administration. When this was known, everything 

was finish~d and tbEre we~e only a few plunderers left. 

"Investigations are in progress to discover those who are really 

guilty. They will be brought before tbe courts. 'The police are on the 

spot to prevent any further disturbances and bave protected certain 

neighbouring chiefdoms where bands sought to enter. 

"Once again" -- the Resident continues -- "I would ask all 

Ee.nyaruanda to cease having recourse to such methcds in order to solve 

their problems. A few days a.;o, .the heads of all political parties 

made a joint declaration in which they made the same request. They 

condemneu all provocations,. intimidation and violence. 

"Rumours must not be spread among the population to disturb them; 

others are asked to remain calm and not to prejudice their cause by 

using violence. 

"In a few months you will elect your represeni.-atives and, through 

them, your sub-chiefs. These elections will give you representatives 

who will resolve, ;ith the Administering Authority, the questions which 

concern you. These elections will allow all sections of the population 

to be represented and to discuss together the desirable solutions. 

Each one bas the right to live and the right to defend bis ovm ideas 

and m~ke them known to bis adversaries. By group discussions 

representing different interests, the points of view of all can be 

reconciled. This will not be achieved by intimidation, menaces or 

violence, which all lead to thoughts of reveng~,dissatisfaction, 

disappointment nr fear. 11 

The next communique, distributed throughout the population of the 

Territory, made knm-rn to the population the entire text of the final 

communique of the Visiting Mission, published before it left Ruanda-Urundi. 
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Communique No. 12, which was read in part by Mr. Rwagasana, is as follows 

this is a translation of the proclamation and therefore perhaps is not in the 

same style as official dociunents in other circles; we must remember that the 

:people to whom these communiques are addressed are the Banyaruanda. 
. . 

"Last _month was marked by the visit of the United Nations Mission. 
11 In Communique No. 11, which was made especially for that, you have 

been able to read the statement of the United Nations representatives on 

the eve of their departure. 

"Today, I should like to :pain~ out again the difference between those 

' interested in the welfare of Ruanda and those who are trying to cause 
. . 

trouble in order to satisfy thei.r perqona.l ambitions or their rancour. 

Vain rumours never realized cannot be the basis of the future of the 

country. Ihis future can only be based on the agreement of people of 

goodwill tryin13 to solve their common problems together. 
11 In the months of January anc1 February, pamphlets from abroad made 

many promises about the arrival of the United Nations Mission. Ihese 

promises were repeated and spread throughout _Ruanda by excited people 

·who intimidated and sought to inspire f ear among the population in order 

to control them. 
11 'I'he United Nations Iviission had still not left when these people 

began their propaganda again to the effect that all the promises that 

were made would never be followed by concrete results. 

"me United Nations Mission arrived on 2 March and left on 1 April. 
11 liav:e the people who were sentenced by the Court Marti.al been 

liberated? 

"Have the new interim sub-chiefs and chiefs been replaced by the 

i'ormer ones? 

"Have the refugees who fled from justice come back to Ruanda? 

"Has the immediate independence which was promised by these false 

prophets been granted? 

"Have all those who were supposed to leave the country left? 

• 
11 I shall not reply to all these questions. It is sufficient to ask 

them and all the Banyaruanda will know the reply. They know who is telling 
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the truth. 'I'hey no longer believe those who make all these promises which 

will never be carried out. 

"on the contrary, we tell you, for example, that 'the United Nations 

Mission is corning to note the progress made, to s2e those who wish to speak 

to it and to make a report after its journey·' j ,'all the Banyaruanda, whatever 

the.ir beliefs, can see the Mission and say what they think'. 
11 Is what we told you before the arrival of the Mission not strictly 

true? 'Ihroughout Ruanda, the people demonstrated freely except ·when it was 

aoked thnt de:r;;onotrctio::is should not tnke place. 
11Has anyone prevented the 8,000 people of Nyanza or the 30,000 :people 

of Gitarama from speaking? Has e.nyOne stopped the UNAR members at Kibungo 
. . . 

from crying I Independence I and the pA.._-qHEHUTU members in Ruhengeri from 

crying 'Democracy' and 'Republic'? 
11 'Ihe Banyaruanda will understand now where the truth lies and which 

are the false promises. 
11And those who want disorder to reign know it also. In several places, 

were the people not led to believe that they could not read our communiques, 

that they would have to tear them up? Are they so afraid of the_ truth? 

We have never said to the Banyaruancla that they could not read the 

pamphlets which contained all these promises. On the contrary, , we know. 

that in reading them, in comparing them and thinking.about them the 

Banyaruanda will understand where their interest lies and where the 

danger j_s. 

11 There will ahw.ys be extremists who will try to poison the political 

clin:ate of the country, but there are also in the population a vast 

majority who are trying to achi_eve positive results, to bring about an 

understanding between all the Banyaruanda., to -arrive at solutions.which 

are in the common interest. 
11 It is towards the latter that the Banyaruanda are now turning, tired 

as they are of having been so long deceived by those who refuse to . 

understand and those who sow fear in order to harvest disorder. 
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"In all parts of the country, it is understood that those who 

·• believed the false promises and have nou been deceived are seeking 

trustworthy leaders and a1·e breaking a~my from the extremists who • 

deceived them. 

"In all the parties, there are people ready to serve for the good 

of Ruanda. It is to these that the Banyaruanda, who no longer believe 

in the false promises, are turning." 

Still as regards freedom of information and communiques issued by the 

Administering Authority for the population, I can further stress as an example 

that Corn,u1.mique No. l of UN.AR, signed by the Secretary-General of the party 

a communique sent also to the United N3.tions in the form of a corr.munication 

was disseminated in its entirety to the population through Rudipresse. I recall 

that this communique expressed in particular the decision of the Secretary­

General of UNAR to prohibit members of the UNAR party from takinc; part in the 

elections. 

In another part of his speech, Mr. Rwagasana states, with regard to the 

imprisonment of certain leaders of UNAR, that everyone knows very well that the 

members of UNAR who were condemned, were condemned because of their complaints 

against the Administration. I must say quite simply that no one has ever been 

condemned for criticizing the Administration. No condemnation of this type has 

been made, the only ones being for infractions of the cormnon law. 

The petitioner also refers to the interference of Belgian soldiers in 

politics. I wish to say that soldiers are not at all concerned with politics. 

'Ihey only seek to maintain :public order. Tne only people belonging to the 

Administration who have contact with the population are the civil servants of 

the Administration. The only soldier who has a double post and is also in charge 

of the Administration is the Special Resident, Colonel Logiest, who is at present 

on detachment from the army and is provincial commissioner in the civil 

administration. The military forces are necessary to guarantee public order and 

prevent disturbances. To ensure public order before the elections, the Special 

. Resident has pointed out that from 1 June, · restrictions on freedom of assembly 

and freedom of movement were enforced for all parties wishing to organize 

pre-electoral meetings. 
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I may say that illTAR has in fact already held several such meetings. 

I should also like to speal<:. on a further detail mentioned by the 

petitioner in his reply to a question ot U Tin Maung. This sho1lld be clarified. 

Mr. Rwagasana stated, speaking of the imprisonment of' other political le.aders of 

other parties, that none of the leaders of the three parties is in prison, even 

t_hough official allegations recognize that the bloody disturbances were 

organized by the sub-chief :Mbonyumutwa end that he is now a member of the 

Provisional Council. 

An attempt was made against sub-chief IYroonyumutwa which was the cause of 

the disturbances in november. This does not mean, as it was stated by the 

petitioner, that the disturbances were created by the sub-chief Mbonyumutwa. 

This is far from the truth. 

I believe that I have replied in substance to the main points uhich were 

made in the statement of Mr. Rwagasana, those points which required rectification 

in our opinion. If some members of the Council would like to raise further 

questions, I am at their disposal. 

The PREfHDi~NT: Do any other members of the Council wish to ask for 

further clarification from the representative ol' Belgium? 

Mr. SEARS (United States of America): Many delegations here, I am 

sure, are hopeful that e. national reconciliation can take place between UNAR 

on the one sicle and PARr.fiSHUTU and AFRO.SOMA on the other side. My brief question 

at this moment will be in the interest of trying to get at the facts so that we 

can further promote the encouragement of national reconciliation, without which 

I personally do not .believe the Trust Territory can survive for long without a 

good deal of violence. 

The reason for my delay in asking the question is that it might ha -. e been 

answered and I did not get it. My question in this: Why is Mr. Rwagasana, one 

of the primary leaders of UNAR, subject to arrest if he touches on Belgian soil 

or returns to his home country of Ruanda? 

Mr. CL/illYS BOUUA~RT (Belgium) (interpretation from French): So far 

as the Belgian delegation knows, no verdict has been delivered against 

Mr. Rwagasana. I do not, however, have cognizance of the files of the 
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I do not lmow w1iat accusations have been made against 

Mr. Rwagasana; I cannot therefore express myself on · the subject of what has 

•• been stated by Mr. Rwagasana, that is, that if he returns to Ruanda-Urundi he 

will lie arrested. He m:ust know this better than I. 

Mr. SEARS (United States of America): I see clearly the very human 

difficulty with :which the Belgian representative is confront:d as he does not 

have those files. But, if I recall correctly, last night 1•.:·. TTwagasana said 

that on his way to appear here as a petitioner he waG given to unde :cstand that 

if he touched on BelGian soil he would be subject to arrest and for that reason 

he came to the United Stater:; via Paris. I will not press it further, but the 

point I am trying to 1r:ake here can be seen. Here is one of the primary leaders 

of UNAR, a man without whom many of us, I think, believe there can be no 

national reconciliation, and he does not dare go back. I will not press it 

further because the representative o;· Belesium has said that he simply does not 

possess . the information. I merely made the comnent to show the kind of 

interest I personally take in the hope that something can be done to get this 

idea of national reC!onciliation onto the tracks. I thank the representative of 

Belgium very much for his ver:r frank and fair reply. 

The PRES IDEH'r: As there. are no other observo.tions and no further 

business on our agenda for today we shall adjourn. I would draw attention of 

members to the tentative time-table which has been distributed today and to the 

i terns s.ppearing on it for tomorrow. , 'l'wo meetings are scheduled for tomorrow 

and ',;e shall therefore meet again at 10.30 tomorrow morning. 

The meeting rose at 4.10 p.m. 




