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AGENDA ITEMS 3a, 5a, 12 and 16 

EXAMINATION OF ANNUAL REPORTS OF ADMINISTETI I NG Al]l'HORITIES ON TI-1.E ADMINISTRATION 

OF TRUST TERRITORIBS: RUANDA-URUHDI (T/1461, 11_+95, 1536, 1540, 1543j T/L. 985., 

L.992; T/PET.]/L.10 to L,34; T/COM.5/1.26, 27, 29 to 38) ( cou-::. i nued)j 

REPORT OF THE UNI'I'ED NATIOI\JS VISITilJG MISSION TO TRUST 'l'ERRITORIBS IN EAST AFRICA, 

1960: RUANDA-UrtUHDI (T/15]8) (continued); 

EXAMINATION OF 'l'HE POSSIBILI'rY OF SENDING A lJNI'rED NATIONS ODSERVERS GROUP TO 

SUPERVISE TBE EIBCTIONS TO BE HELD IN JUNE 1960 IN RUAiillA-URUHDI (continued); 

PIANS Ql'i' POLITICAL REFORM FOR THE TRUST 'l'ER.-qJTORY OF RUANDA-URlJNDI (Gene1·al 

Assembly resolution 14l9 (XIV)) (continued) 

At the invitation of the President, Ur. Reisdorff, Special Representative 

f o1· the T1·ust Ten·itory of Ruanda-Urundi under Bel6 ian adr,i i nistration, took a 

place at the Council tal)le. 

At the invitation of the Pre sident , Hr . Rwa,~e.sana, General Secretary 

o:" the Union Hationale Ruar.daise _, toot::. a place at the C:iuncil table. 

Politica l advancement (continued) 

Mr. m-TAGASANA (General Secretury, Union Natior.ale Ruandnise )(interpretation 

f rom French): On behalf of my political party, the Union Nationale Ruandaise, 

and of the nationalist parties of :Ruanda-Urundi which are stru::;glint for 

nationalist independence, immediate and unconditional, which have assigned to 

me the task o:.i:' being their spokesman in the T:custeeship Council, on which surely 

depends the future of the Trust Territory of Ruanda-Urundi, I venture very 

respectfully to express my sincere gratitude to the Trusteeship Council, which 
' 

has s ranted me this hearing desi6ned to inform it adequately on the 0rave 

political situation through ·which cy country is no-w passing . 

I also ,Tish to convey the thanks of the populations who aspi:ce t o freedom 

to the members of the Visitin[;, Mission, who enquired into the ca uses of the 

bloody disturbances of November 1959; fo1·, while the solutions to our 

problems envj_sagerl by the Visitini; Mission have been systematically ana 

deliberately sabotaged by Belr; ium, the people themselves are aware that the 

Mission d.id the maximum in its power in an attempt to put an end to Bels ium I s 

appetite for domination. 
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Therefore; on behalf of the i::;reat majority of the people of Ruanda-Urundi, 

it is again my honour to pay tribute to the United Nations, .in which this. 

people has placed its full confidence. 

You know, Mr. President, that the British autho_rities of the Protectorate 

of Uganda and Tanganyika, applyinc; the universal principle of human rights, 

according to the English chafacter which naturally respects political leaders 

even those in their overseas territories who are opposed to their pclicy -:­

have offered t o the chiefs of the Union Nationale Ruandaise the hospitalit y of 

these territories. Therefore, I have come from Dares Salaam to set forth 

the point of v i ew of 'the nationalist parties of the Territory. 

It seems to me important to point out that, a few days .before, I succeeded 

in penetratine:; Ruanda -- Byumba and Kibunsu -- and Urundi -- Muhin0a 

where I met various delec;ates of my party and those o,f other· independent parties 

who outlined. to me in detail the actual situation inside the country, a 

situation wi th which I was in fact quite .f amiliar in advance. 

What is the political s:Ltuation i n Ruanda-Urundi since the visit of the 

United Nations Visiting Mission? 'l'o put it briefly, it is catastrophic, and 

I solemnly affirm here that it is leading the country straight to revolutionary 

war, a ,mr which would cost innumerable hLUnan lives. 

In this connexion may I be perm:Ltted to read a letter dated 8 June 1960 

addressed to Ghe Minister of the Belgian Cone,o and Ruanda-Urundi by the 

President of the Ruanda Democratic Assembly, a deleiate to the Bel2, ian-Conc:;olese 

Economic Round 'l'able C:mfer ence: 

"Honourable sir, • 

"At the moment when the Bele:; ion Cons olese Round Table Conference is 

co.nine; t o an end, I am persuaded that the Belgian Government ,-:1ust aslc 

itself onc.:e again a question as to the possibility of achieving national 

reconciliation of all the Ruandese , even if it were to be upon the 

essential principles of' the reform of the RuanduState. • 
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"I presume that you are sufficiently well informed about matters in 

Ruanda to know that the undersis ned was the first leader of the first 

democratic movement in Ruanda. I was the founder and I am still the 

President of the democratic . party RADER; I was a member of the 

Special Council, and, at the present time, as you know, I arn Ruanda 1 s 

dele0ate to the Belgian Conc;olese Economic Conference. 

"I believe that the fact of having been the first leader of the 

awakening o:? democratic ideas in Ruanda gives me the ri0ht to e,ive you 

today my opinion regardinc:; the c;rave political situation in my country, 

and this, with a certain authority. Your administration can bear 

witness to the correctness and the unfailing good will that I have 

always shown in my relations with the Belgian trusteeshi p authorities. 

Therefore, you can believe that the opinion which I believe that I must 

voice will be objective and inspired only by a desire to be of service 

to my country and to Bel0 ium. 

"The political and administrative situation in Ruano.a cannot pe1·sist 

without exposin~~ my countl'y to a civil war which will c;ive rise to 

inextinc;uishable racial hatred and terrible foreign intervention. 

"The tirst duty of the Belgian Government at the p1·esent time is to 

restore calm in the country and to look for bas.es of national 

reconciliation on a number of fundamental principles. It seems to me 

that,to this end, we roust inau0urate a conf erence in which all parties 

will take part, no matter what thei1• numerical importance. 

"In effect, the principles of the solution envisa:::,ed must have support 

from national consent. 

"In my opinion, we cannot achieve this 6oal except under the conditions 

which I shall now state. 

"I. Elections. When the six members of the Provisional Council at 

present in Brussels attempt to obtain, with the support of the J.dminist1·ation, 

elections in the month of June that is to say, in three weel-;:s -- it is 

evident that that can only result in the restoration or peace in Ruanda, 

but by do inG so, it will simply assure the triumph of certain political 

parties which, because of circumstances, are in a particularly favourable 

situation not enjoyed by other political parties; they have specially 

favourable conditions to conduct their propaganda and to intimidate their 
adversat ies. 



rm/mtm T/PV.1120 
6 

"I do not want to pass judgement upon 1neasures which the Administration 

too~~ following upon t he disturbances, but , the least t~1at one can say is that, 

since these measures ·were taken, fundamenta.l fre~doms do not exist in Ruanda 

~or all parties: I do not wish here to plend the cause of t he UNAR party, 

, but political freedom for my political adversaries is the guarantee of my 

mm political freedom and the real effectiveness of the elections which are 

to take place. The elections which will take place during the present 

month will not te considered as democratic elections. It is particularly 

regrettable tllat in such an important mat·ter as this the Belgian Government 

departs from decisions concurred in by tbe Unit ed Nations dele·go.tion. This 

fact is evidently of such a nature as to affect seriously the authority of 

the aforementioned elections in Ruanda, and in Africa, all the more so 

since it was agreed with t he United Fations delegation that the communal 

elections would take place after a round-table conference which was to be 

held in Auguust. The unilateral derogation of this by the Belgian Government 

is a matter involving _principle. r.rhe Government thus is going, to incur in 

Ruanda,and in Africa, reproaches for placing not only certain political 

parties but even the United Nations face to face with a fait accompli. 

This is all the more grave.because certain parties that are going to profit 

unduly from this procE?dure declare . t hat they are l'epublican and thus want to 

use these elections as an .instrument to overthrow the Ruandese monarchy. 

I solemnly predic,t that. this abnormal procedure _.:. and; I niust say, a 

procedure of contestable honet'ity .-:- will lead Ruanda to civil war and will 

involve a serious danger of foreign interference. 

''The provisional council certainly does not have the necessary juridical 

competeace_ to _take a decision vrhich goes against the agreement reached with 

t he United Nations delegation without t l1e Belgian Parliament havine; been 

consulted. In reality such a decision compromises the very statute of the 
. ' . 
Ruand.ese State and the international responsibility of Belgium, . and this 

decision is taken by a pr_ovisional council that has not even .been elected 

by the Ruandese nation nor established by the' authority of the Eelgian 

legislature. 
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"II. The question of the :Nwami. It is quite evident that the • 

'Ac1"!linistration cannot depose the l!;wami without the consent of the people of 

Ruanda. With regard to this matter a referendum is nece8sury, if the 

Administration wishes to e.void civil war. The referendum should be double: 

it should deal first with the principle of constitutional monarchy; it should 

also deal with the person of Kigeli V. Finally, according to the results 

of this double referendum, we might designate a new I•~wemi. It would be 

inconceivable -- and the Ruandese people would never allow it -- that the 

Administration should assume the right of designating a successor. 
11 1:t · is highly unfair to refuse to the lv.iwarni the right of explaining and 

refuting the accusations which have been levelled against him.· Therefore, it 

is unjustifiable to forbid bim to go to Brussels when his accusers have 

been allowed to do so. I suggest that a White Paper be publi.shed in which the 

Administration would set forth its dossier concerning the Mwarui, and that 

the hwami be allowed to answer the imputations levelled against him. 

"Finally, the Mwami has the incontestable rieht to explain his conduct 

before public opinion and to explain his present position and his ideas 

about the modernization and democratization of the institutions in Ruanda. 

Such a possibility and this right have up .to the present time been refused 

to the ~wami, if not in theory at least in fact. 

"In any case, it is not possible, equitable or serious to allow these 

people elected in the coming elections to dispose arbitrarily of the fate of 

the monarchy and of the Mwami, when they will simply have been elected under 

conditions which prevent the monarchist parties from freely conducting a 

campaign. Such an oblique manouevre is not worthy of the Belgian Government, 

and I would not say that I could blame t hose who under such conditions might 

refuse to participate in the elections and might contest their validity. 

"III. Tlle regime of the c:i~ef s and a·~b -chiefs. BefC're organizing the 

elections, the Ac.lministration must undertake a solemn engagement not to 

depose any chief or sub-chief b~causc of his political opinions. At the 

present time the chiefs and sub-chiefs are obliged to support certain 

political parties; otherwise they would be deposed. Before the elections, 

the Administration must remain neutral and assure all political parties 
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. 
freearn:1 of expression. • It is iri~dmissible that attachment to the monarchy 

4,,-:' 

or the person of .the Nwami could be considered a Gin for a Ruandese civil 

servant. 
11 IV. The rep;ime of fundamental freedoms. Everyone knows that since 

November all assemblies o:f ,more than five persons have been · forbidden but 

that in fact this regulation is applied only to certain parties. The Pr·ess 

is no longer free. Ruanda • 1i ves under a police regime, I might say. Those 

who think that this regime is tcmporar_ily necessary can nevertheless not 

seriously pretend that under such a regime one can hold free elections. 

Before tbe return to a normal r~gime, free elections are not even imnginable. 

Does the Belgian A.dministration wish to democro.tize Ruanda by supi:reesing 

democratic freedoms? 
11 V. The problem of the refugees,· More than 20,000 persons, all of 

them Batutsi, have been expelled from their hills ancl their huts by arsonists. 

The duty of the Bslgian police is to resettle these unfortunate people. 

Furthermore, there are persons under house arrest .. If the Administration 

cannot do ti1is alone, it is failing to do its duty. . Here the problem is more 

than one of political freedom; it is a problem of racial discrimination. 

Here the political :::truggle has degenerated into . racial persecution. If 

Belgium continues to tolerate tbis, it is headed for·an internationalization 

of the Ruandese drama. 
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"VI. Need to revise military courts and ,iudgernents. Ruanda has .had 

a revolutionary civil war. Grave violence was comni tted by all factions• 

Now persecutions have been unilateral, and bands have committed arson, 

mistreated the Tutsi, violated their women and their children, burned their 
' , . , . , . 

huts, stolen .their livestock _and seized their land. You must punish all 

crimes, or you must talte general measures of amnesty. Violence of one 

should not be more tolerable than the violence of others. But certain 

crimes continue to be committed, and the Administration and military 

justice do not punish those crimes. Pacifica~ion is inconceivable without­

a broad amnesty, unless you wish to proceed to a revision of these 

sentences and judgements. 

"VII. Need for executive colleges. In order to ensure impartiality of 

the Administration, we must inaugurate, with the Resident and with each 

Administrator 1 an executive college. At this grave hour the Administration 

not only should be impartial but must be beyond suspicion, and this must 

be so before the elections are held. He who writes to you, honourable sir, 

is an old democrat who has always been on the · side of' the oppressed. I have 

been calling for a democratization of the countr;y, but I cannot tolerate 

that the abuses of one should come to replace the abuses committed by others, 

and that the Administration, after having been impartial towards some, should. 

now show partiality towards others. I criticized the Administration at the 

time when it was going along with easy government under an anachronistic 

regime, but this will not deprive me of the right to criticize this now 

when another form of government is in force. Democracy is not.the realm 

of the strong. It is the realm of law. Your Administration has allowed a 

violent revolution to occur against anachronisms which have subsisted and 

persisted only because of the Administration. And your Administration is 

now going out violently against people whose principal fault was to believe 

in the illusions which the Administration tried to get them to believe in. 

I do not share those illusions. You have the duty of trying to achieve 

reconciliation. Your Administration has not told the truth and has not 

rendered justice to those who, time and again, have been the victims of the 

failure of the Belgian titulary power. 
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"This reconciliation is still possible, but ve must hurry. At a 

round · table -conference we mu·st do a.way with the Gouncil of Royal Drluns.1 which 1 

for the Bahiitu, is the symbol of abusive power. He must also represent 

the Batutsi and the -Bahutu in the public civil service; and we ·must do that 

by means of university education, We must respect persons and property, 

we must do · away with racial hatred. It is from-the upper ran};: of the 
' ·Administration that we can do this. 

"Reconciliation will- soon become possible, but do not come and tell me 

that you have a right to burn houses, mistreat-people and suspend the 

freedom of assembly and the freedom of the -Press, whereas you do not have 

the right to suppress the Royal Drums and to tal~e • other such measures. 

"Hear my voice, -sir, whilethere is yet time. The 1rama in. Ruanda is 

simply a drama for which you are responsible. Today you can still take 

action and. solve the problem, but soon civil war and foreign interference 

will take the destiny of Rua.ndafrom your hands and will leave you simply 

in powerless responsibility. 

"Yours very truly, 

. (signed) p. Bw anMwe ri . II • 

I now continue my statement. Another document signed by the leaders of 

UNAR has been sent to the President of the Trusteeship Council and gives ·· 

additional infonnation on · the gravity of the situation. The Council ' --w:t.li firid 

from it that -t.he UNAR party, which i ·s persecuted by the Ad.ministration, · is not 

alone in deploring the gravity of the situation. • Even the FADER party, ,;,hich 

is opposed to us, aci~nowledges that the present situation is intolerable and is 

leading our country in·co the worst kind of tribulations. 
. . 

I shall say now a fev"r words concerning the political atmosphere after the 

visit of the United Nations Mission. 'I'he UNAR petition describes it, ·but it is 

necessary to give a-few clarifications and to d;r,awthe necessary conclusions. 

To begin with, I would point out to the · ;rrusteeship Council _that a few vieei~s • after 

the Mission's visit Congolese troops stationed in Ruanda were withdrawn and 

replaced by Belgian troops, which were reinforced shortly before the inspection 

of the Belgian Minister for National Defence, vrho • crune to the Territory at the 

time when the military colonel announced ·the corununal 'elections of 27 ·Jun~ 1960. 
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A few days after the Minister I s passage disturbance~ broke . out between the anny and. 

the population on 24 May 1960 in the Byumba territory, iI: the course of which 

ten persons were gravely injured., among them one of our political leaders, 

Mr. J. Kumwami, whose state of health is still far from satisfactory. 

Moreover, the Council lmows already that the Belgian Government did not tal;:e 

account of the reccrtD1endations of the United Nations Visiting Mission either on 

the subject of the communal elections or on the subject of the convocation of the 

Brussels round table conference, but that,· cm the contrary, the communiques and 

journals published over the signature of the military Resident, B.E.i'l. Logiest, 

which propagandize in favour of the Government parties, this time carried on a 

campaign designed to ri.dicule the solutions called for by the Visiting Mission and 

to prove Belgium I s omnipotence in the 'rrust ·Territory. After that unfortunate 

campaign of denigration, the Ad.ministration convened in Brussels the members of 

the Special Provisional Council .-- a body which constitutes a sort of provisional 

government imposed upon the Iviwami and the people by the military regime -- in 
' order to ma.J,e political arrangements designed to aggravate tension. This well-

lmm-m Special Provisional Council, composed of territorial administrators, chiefs 

and princes belonging to the PARNEHUTU, the APR0SCVJA and the RADER, and all 

appointed by the Administration, instead of see:~ing the necessary solutions 

engaged in a deplorable political activ}.-tY and. became notorious as the result of 

its unbridled e.ttaclrn against UNAR and the Mwami Kigeri V. In agreement with the 

Minister, who had in fact invited it to do sd, it confirmed that the communal 

elections . should ta,ce place in a hurry and during the period of military 

occupation, that there was no question of envisaging any national reconciliation 

but, rather, a question of asking for the extradition of the political leaders of 

UNAR who he.d ta:cen refuge abroad, that the young J:.lwami ;(igeri V was to be . 

considered as challenged by a part of popular opinion, and so on. These, then, 

were the results of the conversations between the Belgian representatives and 

the famous Special Provisional Council represen-ting three political parties :,f 

Ruanda. 

These results uere welcomed, on ·lO June 1960, by the additional burning of 

l,300 huts belonging to Hutu members .of the Ruanda National Union in the Territory 

of Astrida, in the course of which three children lost their lives while the 



FGB/mm T/PV.1120 
14-1'.; 

(Mr. Rwagasana-) 

intervention of Belgian troops led to a numqer of injured. The se fires left more 

than 6,000 homeless -- and here I would refer.the Council to la Cite of 

16 June 1960, 

Since· the visit of the United Nations Ivdssion more than 15 ,ooo persons have 

been transported to the concentration camp of Nyamata, and more than 800 ~embers 

of UNAR have been thrown ·. into prison. All public liberties have been eliminated, 

and this measure applies solely against UNAR. . Never has a politic al party been 

persecuted to such a degree, in disregard of the fundamental freedoms and human 

rights. 
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In surdllary, this is the shape of the political situation in Ru·anda-Urundi • 

And strange as it may seem, in this political atmosphere Belgium has decided· 

to carry out alleged comrrnmal elections. 'Thus, the Administering Authority 

flouts the elementary rules of democracy. For how can one conceive of elections 

und.er a regime of military occupation where a gathering of even five persons is 

bad? How can it be suggested that these alleged elections could be carried out 

in a province, Ruanda, which is under military occupation, leavins the province 

where the political situation is relatively calm, Urundi, and pushing aside 

systematically the chiefs of the majority party, UNAn, who are in jail, in exile 

or in the Nyamata Concentration Camp? It should be pointed out that the 

official figures compiled in Uganda make it clear that 52,720 refugees, all 

of them UHAR members, are in Uganda and that in addition to 12,000 members in 

Urundi we have more than 20,000 members in Nyamata. 

I lils:ewise wish to point out, in passing, that broad assistance has been 

vouchsafed that of three parties supported by the Government: PARMEHUTU, 

APROSOMA and RADER, One st~iking thing is that not only does Belgium refuse·. to 

have the cctr.nunal elections carried out after the Brussels round-table conference 

but it is a)_ao opposed to the scr.ding of United X::nticn::; otscrver g::.-cups to <YJersee 

the coranunal elections of June 1960. 

One may well wonder why Belgium is so eager to have these alleged ccmmunal 

elections remain confidential and r.'hy it insists on hnviri..g them carried out 

under the military occupation of Ruanda, in :partict.,lar, s.r:.:J. in such extreme 

haste. 

So far as we are concerned, since ,-re know the situation, we are alao aware 

that_ Belgium has adopted this solution on the following grounds: 

First, Belgium has entered into an alliance with three political parties 

FARMEHUTU, APROSOM.A and RADER -- in order to secure their success, a success 

which could not be ensured for theil~ benefit if these elections were democratica.ll:, 

carried out and supervised by an impartial commission of international observers. 

These parties feel, quite justly, that they would be totally defeated in this 

latter case. 

Secondly, Belgium simply wants to manufacture pretended representatives of 

the people who would be utilized in order to checkmate any movement towards 
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national independence and who surely would envisage no mensure capable of 

restoring national peace, but would fight against UNAR refusing any measure 
. ' 

of general and unconditional amnesty and strengthening the concentration camp 

regime of I:Tyamata. 

Thirdly, Belgium wants, at all costs, to elminiate the chief's of' the 

Nationalist Party, especially those of UNAR, who cannot betray the interests of 

the people.) and Belgium. can do so only by securing the operation of a number of 

elements. who have been won over to her cause ancl to that of the army. 

It is through the desire of indirect domination that Belgium has already 

imposed upon the people a sort of puppet fascist government, to which the 

Minister has granted powers previously belonging to the Mwami, and that is the 

Special Provinional Council?whose composition I have already discussed. 

Permit roe to tell you .how astonished I was by the statements of the 

representative of Belgium, who has coldly described us as assassins and has 

declared.: 
11The political platform of the UNAR party is not under attack; no one is 

. imprisoned in Ruanda because of his opinions; there are no eY..iled leaders. 

If certain persons have sought refuge outside the Territory that is not 

because of their political opinions but because of offences under ordinary 

law. 11 (T/PV .1112, pan:es 61 and 62) 

This Belgian thesis is part of the plot organized in order to eliminate 

us from the public aff?irs of ou1· country. I need not over-emphasize this 

question. I may simply state that by this operation of a genuine anachronistic 

colonialism Belgium is indulging in illusions, in the illusion that it can 

maintain us outside our own country in the teeth of the will of the people. 

The whole world knows to what extent Belgian justice has greatly failed in 

its mission,by becoming involved in the Administration's plot,carried out with 

the assistance of a few ,::hite missionaries, in ordei· to suppress UNAR, which 

is described as comnunist. It is well kno,m that the Administrators of 

Rui1engeri and Astrida, in particular, were the owners of this crew and that the 

judgements which have been handed down were rendered by Belgian administrators 

who had co-operated in the fires. Small wonder that Belgium now resorts to this 

thesis in order to cover up these fantastic unilateral convictions, since the 
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judges were not only a party themselves but were gravely at fault and guilty 

themselves. 

The whole world knows that those who were con-1icted were convicted because 

of our position against the Administration, adopted in the course of the meeting 

of 13 September 1959 in Kigali. 'Ihe whole world knows that not only have those 

guilty of the disturbances been left in impunity but that they have even been 

recompensed by getting political posts or other advantageous appointments. 

But I should like to point this out, in particular. Despite this 

indescribable justice we are prepared to forget it and we are prepared to engage 

in an amicable attitude in order to contribute to the political reduction of 

tension, of which our country stands so greatly in need . 

I believe that it is necessary to clarify one point on which Belgiu.m has 
-

rested her case in order to checkmate the partisans of immediate ~ndependence. 

'Ihat is the problem of the Hutu and the Tutsi. In this connexion I think that 

the Mission has 1mdeavoured to bring out a number of essential facts, which I 

shall not press. I wish to declare, however, that the Ruanda National Union 

is. not a party of Bahutu or BatutGi or Batwa, but the Nationalist Party bases 

itself on the mass of the toiling class which aspires to freedom and rights. 

'Ihe ruling class is an opportunist one. It bases itself on a colonial regime. 

It endeavours to checkmate the opinion of the people, ·who demand genuine 

democracy and who would eliminate the present regime of privileges granted to 

the stooges of the dominating regime. May I point out that PARMEHUTU now 

counts out of the total munber of 229 sub- chiefs more than 150, the remainder 

being distributed between RADER and APROSOMA; that out of 44 chiefs, 27 belong 

to PARMERU'IU; 15 to RADER and 2 belong to UNAR. 

But I repeat: 'We are not fighting against any individual. Yesterclay and 

today alike, we have only denounced, and we continue to denounce, ideas and 

acts which we consider to be at variance with the higher interests of the ~ation . 

He are not persons who will give in to the beguilement of money or privileges . 

For the happiness of our people we have preferred, and we will continue to 

prefer, prison and exile to money and privileges such as are granted by the 

present regime. 
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To describe the present political regime of the Trust Territory as 

u.emocratic constitutes an o"bvious misnomer. 'Ihatis why through my voice 

the majority of th~ people of this country, _Hutu, Tutsi and Twa., deoand peacefully 

that the United Nations recognize its sovereignty in designating democratically 

its mm representatives without fear or constraint, pt:.tting an end to this 

regime of favouritism, whlch has been set up for the benefit of' the stooge 

elements who seek money and position. 

The Nati onal Union of Tiuanda, as well as the leaders of the parties 

which are demanding ir-J:iecliate independence, have asked me to inform the Trusteeship 

Council that we shall not go to any round-table conference which would not 

comprise the proper representatives of all the politiaal parties of' Ruano,a-Urundi. 

Any ro1 . .md-table conference which would separate the two provinces would run 

counter to the first article of the Trusteeship Agreement of 13 December 1946, 
which consecrates the integrity of the Territor:-,, of Ruanda-Urundi; ancl tlle1·efore, 

such a round-table conference cannot validly decide on the political future of 

the Territory. '\Te know that through this procedu..re Belgil1m seeks to foster 

disunity and r egionalism so as to be allle to apply the old Rcmnn adage: 
11 • • • d ,, " u1v1 e an~ conquer. 
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Moreover, the National Union of Ruanda, bas decided not to participate in 

the elections of June 1960 becaune: 

a) they remove from of fi ce the majority of our members; 

b) they are controlled by the Belgian military autbori ties; 
' c) they remove from office the leaders of the UNAR, all voter qualifications 

and the conditions of eligibility having been fixed so as to eliminate 

systematically our party.and, in general, the Nationalists; 

d) they ' make permanent the illegal division of the Trust Territory by 

removing from office the inter-provincial parties; 

e) they offer no guarantee of. impartiality. 

It seems to me important also to say a few words with regard to the position 

of IBTAR, on the thesis uf the Administrationconcerning the supp1·ession of 

feudalism. The National Union of Ruanda condemns and always bas ,condemned, 

fuedalism, colonialism, opportunism, racism and regionalism. Our party works not 

only for national unity, but for a higher objective, African unity. To that end, 

it is convinced it must draw its strength from the mass of tbe people, who have, 

as a rratter of fact, spontaneously f ollowed it. I was struck by certain statements 

of the second representative of Belgium in which he injected· a rather discordant 

note, speaking of "feudalism" and of "traditionalist Tutsi 11
• I do not know what 

traditionalist Tutsi he was referring to, because all are at present connected 

with the R'I.DER, which be himself has described as progressive. May I be permitted 

to establish a parallel between the platform of UNAR and the platform of the 

three Administration parties, namely, PARMEHUTU, APROSOMA and RADER: 

1. UNAR c::tlls for the elimination of the Belgian and indigenous 

administrative oligarchy. PARMEhlJTU, APROSOI,~, RADER and the Administration want 

only the elimination of the indigenous administrative olicarcby. 

2. murn calls for elections based on universal rrale ana . fe;male suffrage. 

PARMEHU'IU, APROSOMA , RADER and the Ad.--n::l.nL,t.re:tion call for male suffrage only .. 

3. UNAR demands that even corJnunal elections should be carried out after 

the termination of the military occupation of the _province of Ruanda, that all 

political parties be fully associated therein, and that they be supervised by the 

United Nations. PAill-1EillJ'IU, APROSOMA, BADER and the Al.ministration demand that these 

elections be carried out under the control of the Belgian Army during the period 

of military occupation, that they be Gupcr1:iscd l:y BelgiurJ alcno, that the 
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United Nations have no part therein, and that the said elections be carried out 

for the benefit of . these three parties alone. 

4. UNAR demands that executive councils of the same kind as those 

established in the Congo should ' be set up in Usur.1bu.ra nnd in each province, bodies 

which would represent all political parties·, to the end of · restoring national 

peace and tranquility. PARMEHUTU, APROSOVu\,' RADER and the Administra1;ion reject 

this solution and demand powers for themselves alone beclrnd up by the Army. 

5. UNAR demands that the people of Ruanda-Urundi sho~ld freely choose a 

constitutional regime in an atmosphere of public calm and tranq_uilli ty .. 

PARMEHUTU, APROSOl'fA, RADER and the Adil!inistration wish to impose upon the people, 

particularly in Ruanda,a republic~ 

6. lJHAR p~efers the elimination of the traditional chiefdoms, based as they .. · 

are on a system of appointment ·which favours partisanship and bias. PARMEHUTU, 

APROSOMli., FADER and the Administration desire to strengthen this regime of 

fe.vouri tism, 

7. UEAR condemns racism, tribalism and regionalism. PARMEHUTU, APROSO.MA, 

RADER and the Administration elevate them to principles. 

8. Finally, UNAR demands a dialogue in which every one may take part. 

PARMEHUTU, APROSOMA, RADER and.the Administration reject this dialogue and even 

sabotage it. 

Having iri mind the political positions which I have just compared point by 

point, I beg you to judge for yourselves which of the four parties here .:i.n question 

advocates the most democratic solutions, the solutions most in keeping with tbe 

:interests of the people. 

In conclusion, I take the liberty of respectfully presenting to the Council 

the political demands of the national parties, and in particular those of UNAR. 

Ue demand not only that the Council recorr;roend that Belgiu::i scrupulously implement 

the agreements reached at the time of the Visiting Mission's sojourn in tbe Trust 

Territory, but also that it not consecrate the actual state of affairs. We rece.11 

that the following are necessary: 

1. That the communal and legislative elections take place after the round• 

table, and that they be supervised by a group of United Nations observers; 
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2. That a round table in which all political parties would be represented 

by their genuine representatives and which would include responsible Belgian 

officials and United Nations observers, be immediately organized for the purpose of 

putting an end to the present national discord; 

3. That the Trusteeship Council discuss the date for irr.mediate national 

independence of Ruanda-Urundi; 

4. Tbat the Council recommend to Belgium that it take immediate measures f or 

a gen~ral and unconditional amnesty for persons convicted as a consequence of the 

disturbances of November 1959, and for the return to their country of all the 

exiles, particularly the UHAR chiefs now resident in Tanganyika .and Uganda; 

5. That the Council de'cide to dispatch immediately a United Nations control 

mission to the Trust Territory; 

6. That the Council recopimend,if the Charter permits, the sending of a 

United Nations international force for the purpose of preventing new bloodshed; 

7. That the Council reco:runend to Belgium that it immediately dissolve the 

Special Pro•risional Councils of Ruanda and Urundi, which represent but a part of 

public opinion. 

We believe that these measures would inevitably reotorc national peace, the 

peace which the people of Ruanda-Urundi are humbly requesting of the United Nations. 

In ending my petition, I take the liberty of repeating, on behalf of UNAR, 

my sincere thanks to the Visiting Mission of the United Nations which has just 

proposed to the Trusteeship Council measures capable of ensuring political, social, 

economic and cultural progress to the peoples of Ruanda-Urundi. 
) 

The Trusteeship Council today bas grave responsibilities in view of the fact 

that it is faced with a choice for the independence· to be granted to the Trust 

Territory. Belgiwn proposes an independence similar to ttat of the French 

Cameroons, ar.d •re 11:::-o::_)C S8 2.n i:-1a.ependence simila r to tb::i.t of Fr-cncb Togoland, 
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Mr. KOSCZI':JSKO-MORIZ~_'!'. (France) (interpretation from: French): The 

petitioner has just made reference to two States which are independent and which 

the Sec-:1,:rity Council, by unanimous vote, has recommended for admission 'by the· 

General Asserr:blJ~ to :memberohip in the United Natfons. This is not the place to 

discuss the subjective evaluations of the petitioner. In any case, these 

evaluations should not figure in the record of a meeting of the Trusteeship 

Council; a petitioner cannot raise questions concerning an independent State. 

The PRESIDENT: The remarks just made by the representative of France 
• 

are quite in order. I would therefore suggest that the remarks which the 

petitioner has just made in his statement not be recorded in tbe records of our 

meeting. 

The petitioner may resume his statement. 

Mr. RHAGASAH..l\. (interprcto.tion from French): I apologize, Mr. President, 

but I was conotro.incd to so.y that. I apologize o.guin to the representa.ti ve of France. 
An embarassing choice at the present time is before your high Council. 

I remain at your disposal, and I thank you. 

The PRESIDENT: Does any member wish to ask for any further clarification 

from the petitioner, or to ask any questions?_ 

Mr. SAtAivT.ANCA (Bolivia) (interpretation from Spanish): I do not want, 

actually, to put any questions to the petitioner; I wish simply to ask for certain 

clarifications with regard to the statement be has just made. 

On page 5 of his statement the petitioner says that the Administering Authority 

was in close alliance, even before the elections, with three parties, and that thus 

the party which he represents was deliberatelr excluded from the elections. ·r 
would like the petitioner to tell me what, in his opinion, are the reasons for 

this alliance against his party on the part of certain elements in Ruanda-Urundi 

who, according to him, are allied with the Administration. They are all against 

bis party. Hhy? 
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Mr. RUAGASANA (interp_~•-t~ition f~·•o- F1·enc.'.·1) •. r+ • l' l -.. - ...., • . ., :;.s ue.: J. i:.nown that 

PAENEHUTU, AFR0SOMl1. a:1d .RADER ure parties ·whicl1 from the start hnvt::: been: f ::woured 

by the Administration. The Visiting Missionts report itself ref'erre d to th::.a. 

I did not say that the Administration by an official decree or an official ·• 

- act has excluded our party from the elections. . However, they have so arranged 

things that certa.in ·members of the party are excluded by virtue of eligibility· 

requirements, and so forth, which provide f or three months of residence, i'Thereas 

thousands- 6f persons escaped when the disturbances occurred and only returned 

after a period of about four months or more, and many are still in exile. 

Thousands of persons are concentrated at Nyamata, and r.::e1:1bers- of UlTA.fi. are · 

excluded from the groupement at Usumbura. 

Under these conditions, we felt that we· should abstain from the elections 

which are to be held under a regime of occupation. There nre no politiccl f::.•e'edc;:s 

in Ruanda. UNAR' is not authorized to hold any meetings. It is impossibie to 

hold elections or for us to participate in these elections because we have not 

even been able to prepare for them. 

Nr. SALAMANCA (Bolivia) (interpretation from Spanish): I would like 

to :put another question to Mr. Rtmgasana, who is the Secretary-General of a 

political party in Ruanda-UrundL In one part of his state1:ient the :petitioner 

indicated that he is against the Belgian administrative oligarchy and that he is 

also against the indigenous administration. At the beginning of his statement, 

he indicated to us that he is in favour of immediate and unconditional 

independence. Now even accepting the point o:r' view 'of the petitioner, ,re would 

have to know whether· his party has enough personnel to take over the 

administration and also ·-- and this 'is very ·i mportant -- would they be in a 

position to establish an atmosphere of reconciliation witi1 t he other ·:r:cJ.it:Lcal 

par ties. In terns of time -- I must indicate to tlie ·petitioner that in this 

Council we all desire independence for Trust Territories -- I would ask him how 

long it would take to obtain sufficiei1t personnel to tal:e over th~ a&ninist:uation. 
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Hr. RHAGASAl':A (interpretation from French): With respect to whether 

there is sufficient personnel to ensure the national independence of Ruanda-Urundi, 

there is certainly a sufficient number. Ruanda-urundi has always been regarded as 

being politically more advanced than the Congo. If the Congo found political 

personnel, surely Ruanda-Urundi would find political personnel. 

As for the time required to secure independence, I would say that it would 

just be the time required for organizational purposes. Since our inJependence 

should be organized by the United Nations, it is for the United Nations to assess 

the organizational period required. But let me say one wor~: as early as 

possible. 

As for national reconciliation, I can assure you, Mr. President, that if 

Belgium had not sabotaged the Brussels round-table meeting, if all the political 

:;artieo ·without exception had been represented in equal numbers at the Brussels 

round-table meeting, with United Nations and Belgian representatives sitting there 

as viell, we already would have achieved national reconciliation. But it is the 

impression of our party that Belgium does not want any national reconciliation; 

Belgium wants no part of it. Belgium utilizes certain persons in order to support 

the view that tension must continue. The convening of the small round-table 

meeting shows hou far from national reconciliation we find ourselves. But I am 

sure that if all of us were around the same table, we would find our way to 

national reconciliation. 

May I add this point: even outside the measures that we propose, if BelGiurn 

had fully ap1)lied the recommendations of the Visiting Mission, we would already 

have achieved national reconciliation. 

that. 

Unfortunately, Belgium wants no part of 

Mr. SALA!-lANCA (Bolivia)(interpretation from Spanish): Our position, as 

the petitioner knows, restricts our obligations to those of supervision, and that 

is why I would say that the desire for reconciliation must be a general desire. 

We cannot impose this upon the country. It must arise from the Ac1ministering 

Authority, from the political parties and even from UNAR. 
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I would lib~ to put one final question to the petitioner. In one part of 

his statement he has given us a very serious bit of information, namely, that 

there are more than 52,720 refuge_es as a result of the events which took place 

and which are well known to all of us. I would like to know where he obtained 

that information. 

• Mr. RHAGASAFA (interpretation from French): I believe that perhaps the 

figures are actually even higher. I obtained these figures from the Press when 

I was in the Territory. Even in the Press the figures go as high as 30,000, but 

when you read 30,000 in the Press, it is sometir:1es necessary to multiply the 

figure by two. 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): Perhaps an intervention by me at 

this point might bring some elucidation. However, I hope that when British 

statistics ·are produced it is not necessary to double therJ in order to arrive at 

the truth. But I would like to ask a question of the :petitioner on this point. 

The figures which I have, which adn1itteclly are not abso~utely up to date -- I have 

already asked for the most up-to-date figures that can be given -- amount .to 

something much smaller. The number of genuine refugees in Uganda amounts to 

l,OCO. This may be a little too low, but at any rate I do not think it goes 

much above that. But of course there are large numbers of migrant labour people 

who go into Uganda and even into Tanganyika for work for various reasons. This 

has been going on for many years. I want to ask the petitioner -whether perhaps 

the figures which he has given do not include some of those people as well and 

whether this may not be the e:r.:vlanation of the possible discrepancy with respect 

to these figures. I do not think that this is necessarily an essential point in 

the vie\-ls he is putting forward, but I was rather surprised when I heard this high 

figure. I think that the e:x-planation which I _ have given may be the correct one, 

but I would like to ask the petitioner whether he has any comment to make on what 

I have just said. 
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Mr. RHAGASANA (interpretation from French): I believe these figures 

were distorted by tende.cious newspa.pers and perhaps, as the representative of the 

United Kingdom indicated, these 52,000 include workers who are unable to return 

because of disturbances. The figures were exaggerated, but in any event there 

are plenty of refugees in Uganda. 

Mr. SAIAHA.NCA (Bolivia)(interpretation from Spanish): The petitioner 

has indicated that he got these figures from the press, and I do not want to ask 

him to tell us the names of the newspapers. But he said something about 

official figures from Uganda. I note that certain migrant workers t~!:l-Y have been 

included in these figures as refugees. I have another question which I think 

is of some importance, because I am taking into account here the points of view 

expressed in the question and answer period by the Administration. If my 

memory serves me right, the Administration has said that there are only 4,000 

refugees. According to the statement of the peti tioncr, all 4 ,ooo are members 

of the UNAR party. 

This judicial and political coincidence lends itself to certain suspicions. 

I would ask him whether all these refugees are only from his party and no other 

party. 

Mr. R'\TAGASANA ( interpretation from French) : In general all the 

refugees are just from the UNAR party, because during the disturbances there were 

only four political parties: APROSOMA, PARMEHurU, RADER and UNAR. The three 

entered into coalition with the Administration against UNAR. All the refugees 

were those who were actual members of UNAR or sympathizers of l.J1'l'AR • 

.i:•ir. SALAMANCA (Bolivia)(interpretation from Spanish): As Secretary­

General of the UNAR party, I am sure that the petitioner has direct or indirect 

contact with his fellow party members. Perhaps the petitioner might tell us 

whethe11
, of these 4,ooo refugees, each one has stood trial or whether they are 

simply political refugees. I might put it in this way. I would ask him 

whether the Territory courts have judged each and every one of these 4,coo 
refugees or whether they have simply been deported for political reasons without 

ever having stood trial. 
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~.lr .. RHAGASANA (inte:cpretation from French): To l)egin with, I must say 

that the1·e are more than 4 ,ooo. . Moreov'=!r, there are refugees and there are 

convicts. All those who were caught either by the police or by other agents of 

the Administration have been · cast into - jail, or- into a concentration camp, and 

the1·e is the case, as the Visiting Mission itself qaw, of the refugees who 

actually escaped, who were not caught, who took flight and who are now on 

foreign terri tor.r. That is what I call refugees in this context. 

Mr. SAlAMA.NCA (Bolivia) ( interpretation f:com Spanish) : I had thought 

that my previou~ question was to be the last. g_u(:!stion, but _the .reply leads n:e • 

to clarify my own question. Have there been some cases among the members of 

the petitionerts party who have been tried in some court for some offence? I 

would ask how_ ?iany of those p_ersons have had occasion to defend themselves in 

court, whether there was a defendant and s, prosecutor and a judge? Here I 

must point out to the members of. the Council that if there we1·e very few cases 

of persons who have been tried, and many others who have fled the Territory · 

without being tried, then we might indeed· make a reconm1endation for a general 

an1..TJ.esty. 

I hope that the petitioner understands my question. What I want to know 

is how many, approximately, of his party have been tried in the courts of the 

Territory. 

~~lr. RF.{tGl\.SA::TA (interpretation .from French): The number that I lmow 

of is ·more than · 900 . members who were haled before tribunals. _ In particular, 

the President of UHfl:.R, Mr. Franc;ois Rukeba, is in prison. One of the members 

of the Committee has been condemned to death. Our President, Mr. Rul-:eba, has 

been sentenced to .six years. Others haye _b<:!en sentenced for up to fifteen or 

twenty years. There were sentences of fifteen yearfl, twenty years, eicht and 

six years. There are even some who are not m<?mbers of . our party, but simply 

sympathizers. A student who visited us was immediately gotten hold of and 

thrown into jail. 

Members of the Cormnittee were defended by a lawyer, but the sentences 

themselves remain confidential because the pr~~s h~s refused to publish these 

sentences. I have just gone through Po.rio, where I saw our lawyer, and he told . . 
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me that the press had denied him the right to publish the particulars. There 

are persons, like myself and . like the directing committee of UNAR, who are now 

in Dares Salaam. I have just submitted a petition to the Ooneral Assembly. 

But while I was on the way to do so, I was advised that they were waiting for 

me, to arrest. me; whereupon I changed my itinerary in midstream and went to 

Dares Salaam. Sometimes, in fact, when you have not been judged, they are 

just lying in wait for you. Once they get hold of you, they immediately 

manufacture some sort of accusation, and then there you are. 

Mr. KOSCZIUSKO-MORIZET (France) ( interpretation from French): I have 

a few g_uest:i.ons. First of all I must say that I do not intend to embarrass 

the lJCti t"Lunc :i: . I simply want to shed some light on a few problems, thus 

contributing to 0. pacifica.tion and reconciliation, which is, I am sure, the 

object of all members of the Council. The petitioner came as the Secretary­

General of the UNAR party. My first question is a very simple one. Does he 

have any mandate from UNAR to appear here before the Trusteeship Council? 

Mr. RHAGASANA ( interpretation from French) : Unfortw1ately, the 

letter of recommendation has perhap's not been distributed to the members. But 

I have it with me and if the representative of France wants me to read it or 

wants me to exhibit the signatures, I am at his disposal. 

- Mr. KOSCZIUSKO-MORIZET (France) ( interpretation from French): All the 

petitioner has to do is to reply yes or no. I trust him completely. I put 

that question because recently, Mr. Reisdorff, the Special Representative, read 

out a telegram sent by the President of UH.AR to the Minister of the Belgian Congo 

and that telegram sounded somewhat different from what the petitioner has just 

told us. I will not read the whole telegram. It is already in the record. 

But here is a sentence from it: 
11 He are convinced that the Belgian Government, representing Ruanda;, 

will do everything possible to restore calm and tranquillity in_ Ruanda ... " 

Hm·, can the petitioner reconcile the statement in the telegram with the statement 

which he has made on behalf of his party? 
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Mr~v_!!q.~~ (interpretation from French): I did not know that 

there was any other Pres1dent of UNA.,11 who is not in gccl. I wonder how 

a P2~esident of UNAR who is in gaol could have sent a teleg):am. The question 

might have been asked, perhaps, of the representative of Belgium, who 

exhibited that telegram. He could tell us whether it wao Fr8.n~ois Rukebo.., 

President of UHAR, who actually -sent that telegram. 

Mr .• KOSCZIUSKO-M:ORIZET (France) (interpretation from French): The 

question is still open, and in the debate the representative of Delc:ium no 

doubt will reply if he wishes. For the present moment, I o.m questioning 

the petitiJner. The petitioner rrentioned nationalist parties and said that 

he spoke on behalf of UNAR arid other nationalist parties. 

nationalist parties, other than UNAR; was he referrin:;? 

To what other 

Mr~ RWAGASANA (interpretation from French): I have said that 

before I came here I went to the Buumba rec;ion, where I met the President of 

the National African Union of Ruanda-Uruncli, UNARU and the President of the 

Progressive Union of Urundi. 

referring . 

Those are the political parties to which I was 

Mr. KOSCZIUSKO-MORIZE'r (France) (interpretation from French): At 

the beginning of his statement, the petitioner quoted a lone; letter from nn 
. . ' 

eminent representative of RADER. He said himself that tl1af was a party which 

was not ahrays in agreement with UNAR, e.nd, in :tact, from ·who.t we have heard 

there are certain points in 'iinich RADER and l11'JAR are in agreement, but there 

are other points onwhich they are in disagreement. But the petitioner has 

based himself' on this letter from the President of RADER. Now, so far as we 

know, RADER did participate in the conference at Brussels, but U:NA11. did not 

part~cipate, and I would ask the petitioner how he would explain this different 

stand~· Does he not think that his position irould have been stroncer if he had 

partici:r;;e.ted in the Brussels conference, 
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Mr. RHAGASAHA ( interpretation from French): As regards the letter 

of the President of UNAR, I can demonstrate to you that the situation is not 

that there is a single party comprised of exiles, but that the parties in the 

country believe that the situation is one which is tendj_ng towards civil war. 

Even the parties within the count:cy are pe1•fectly well aware of the fact that 

the forthcoming elections will G; i·✓e rise to disturbances and troubles, and they 

have been bec;ging the Minister not to plunc:e the country into a political 

catastrophe. 

As rec;ards representation at the B1·ussels round table conference, we would 

have a2,reed to participate, and we would still agree to participate, on the 

condition that UNAR might send its own rep1·esentatives. If UNAR had been 

invited to Je present at the Brussels conference, it surely would not have 

refused. rio reover, this conference was instigated by three parties only, 

but there ai·e eight_ political parties in the country. What was done about the 

others? Why were only three parties invited, and not the others? We realize 

that this was a political strategem desic.;ned for political purposes only 

in order to demonstrate that they try to do something. ·I'he records prove 

that our suspicions were well founded, ancl that is why UNAR was not in a position 

to par ticipate in the round table conference, nor will it be in a position to 

participate in the elections. 

Mr. KOSCZIUSKO-MORIZET (France) (interpretation from French): 

I understood that UNAR and the others had been invited to the Brussels conference, 

but fo:c ceTtain reasons they felt they had to refuse to c;o. . But this is a 

point of fact to which the representative of Belgium perhaps uill ref er later. 

A problem which was discussed at some length here in the Council was that 

famous institution of Kalinga, This was considered by part of the population 

as an instrument of domination i-athor than as an instrwnent of tradition. 

Could the petitioner indicate to us the position of his party with regard to 

the problem, because it seems that this is one of the difficulties existing 

between the various parties in Ruanda-Urundi? 
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Mr. RHAGASA:HA (interpretation from French): The problem of Kalin~a 

is a persistent problem. Our party does not fail to call for the elimination 

of an old political institution when that is required. When the whole 

population, through its political parties, expresses itself in favour of the 

elimination of Kalinga, UNAR naturally will not stand in the way. When a 

national flag is established with the consent of all the representatives of the 

population, so much the better. We shall not champj_on Kalinr::;a, nor defend 

the drum. This is really a problem which was fabricated in order to arouse 

r:assicns. Once all·the political parties are unanimous in gettinc rid of 

Kalingse, I do not see how UNJ~ would ever wish to stand in the way. Far from 

it. '.l'his is one national problem which should be discussed at the round table 

con:t'erence. 

r:r. KOSCZIUSKO-MORIZET (France) (interpretation from French): One last 

question, and I think it is the most important of all. The representative of 

Belgium, when he told us about the time-table, said that there would be 

legislative elections in 1961. Belgium has already agreed that these elections 

should be observed by the United Nations. Does not the petitioner think that 

this would be an element for tranquillity and '1Jacification? Does he not 

think that these elections would reveal the influence in the T.erritory and that 

parties would be able to show exactly what their strength is? There~ore, 

inasmuch as Belgium has not only accepted, but even proposed that solution, 

does he not think that they are worl:ing for a reconciliation and, under those 

circumstances, does he hot think that UNAR should participate in the conference 

before the orr;anization of the elections? 

Mr. RWAGASANA (interpretation from French): I rnust say that so far 

as United Nations controlled elections are concerned, it was in September 1959, 
at the opening of the UNAR Congress, that the first demand vms made by me in 

my opening speech, -lotlg before such elections were dcet"r,,ed of. I derr.ancled 
such elec:tions. Therefore, there can be no question about ow~ advo~acy of 

such elections. Belgilli"Il, and I am gra:teful for this, has accept€:d 

United nations controlled elections. Belcium at one point also accepted 

having United Nations controlled communal elections. 
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But suddenly, cluring the occupation regime, this stand was J:eversed: the 

United Haticns is to concrol only one kind of elections, while the o_;he1· 

elections a:ce to take J_)lace uncle:.· a military occupacion regime. I believe that 

even a blindfolded 1,1an would have·misgivings in the face of such an at..;itude. 

In any even;:,, in ansuer to che 1·ep:.:esentative o:f France, surely i:f ti:wse 

anti-democracic cc1rn;11.mal elections are carried ou~..J they w:ill not produce any 

1)eople 1s ~·ep:::esentac.ives. The legislati·.;e elections, if suf)ervised by the 

United Nations, will, after all, involve certain safeguards and guarantees, but 

they should be 1.Heceded by a general amnesty and• all our members should be 

released from concentration cam1Js; all Olli" melilbers who have been 13caled should 

be enabled co vote, because ocher;1:i.se, e-✓en if the United i'Jations were to 

supervise ·;,he el-..::ctions, our members could not show up at the polling booths. 

t~· . .:.._iCSCZIUSKl-1,:CRIZbT (F .. :ance) (interpretacion from Frenc~1): The 

municipal el2ctions are one thing, and the legislative elections are another. 

They are su1J1·emely imoortant elections and it is the latter, I believe, that 

should be observed by the United Nations because they are the elections \.'hich 

will reveal ·che political setup or ·political structure in Ruanda-U:cundi. 

Tr1e petit,ioner has :ceferred ,;o an amnesty. Could he tell us whether 

his .i:J8rty is 1·endy to condemn violence and ready to pnrticipate freely. in 

democratic elec·cions without having recourse to intimidation? l!e he:ve, of 

course, no suspicion against this or that paity; we sir,1ply wane ·che true wishes 

of the people cf Tiuanda-U:i:undi to be made manifest. 

hr. RFAGASAl'!A ( interp:.:·etation from F1·ench) : To say that our party 

will accept elections without :cesoJ:ting to ,,iolence and that it· is prepared :to 

concJ.ern ... "1 violence is actually tantarnouU"c to jud[:;ement or inc :cimi:.mtion, as if 

we had 1·esorted to violence. That is how I construe the qtiestion. However, 

I can offer assurances to the represe1ita sive of France that ou:r pa:cty, as 

indicated in the 1·eport of the Visi'ting hission, has in fact conden1..>1ed violence 

and that it ·is prepared to participate in the elections once they are carried 

out in an atmosphere of calm, tranquillity and public order, and with safeguards 

as to impartiality. 
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I have emphasized that we are prepared to let bygones b e b;yrgones 

even though we have been checkrna·ced and mis t rea·ced end persecuted; we hc.ve 

no ranco:i: and no malice in our hearts. All \-re want is to bring peace to our 

c ountry. Quarrels are no longer of interest to us, but it is essential ·chat 

we should be allowed to _taeet. 1:e arc , however, prevented frcn1 meeting ui"i:,h our 

bretheren, f1•cm achieving reconcil'iaticn. And that is a p oint which I should 

lik e to emphasize: we are _ p1~evented frcm meeting, ue a:ce 1J:cevented from having 

contacts. If contacts .were permitted, I can assure the representative of France 
. . 

that we would be swiftly rec onciled. Not only that, but we are prepared to enter 

int o corn.9romises which might be regarded as disadvantageous to us. I repeat 

that, forth~ peace of our country, we hav~ no wish for animosity between 

parties. He feel no animosity towards the Aclministracion, :in Sj_)ite of in justices 

which have been visited upon us. 

Er. KOSCZIUSKC-fiiCRIZLT (Fr ance) (interpretation frcm French) : • I thank 

the petitj_one1· for his statements. For the mcmen-c I have no mo1·e questions to 

put. I believe that it would be _interesting to hear comments frcm the 

representative of Be lgium on the statements of the petitioner. 

Mr. RAGGGTRA (India): I should like to extend a word of welcome to 

Mr. RwaG;asana, Olff petitione1·. Ue i n this Council, and in the Fouri:.h Committee, 

a 1·e always glad to have petitioners with us frcm T:cust ·rerri t o:.:ies. It is 

unfor tunate that Mr. Rwagasana comes to us at a time when t he situation has 

taken a tur n for the worse in the Terr itory. \le regret it, and we h ope that it 

will be vossible to ameliorate tl1e situation quickly. 

tvir. Rwa gasana has r efer r ,ed to the recommendations, pro1Josal's and conclusions 

of the Visit ing i-iission in i •cs report. I should like to ;::,_s \ him a very simple 

and categorical question and I should like to receive a direct and categorical 

answer. Does i,ir. Ruacasana 1s pai~ty accept all the c onclusions and. 

recommendations of the Visiting r-lissi ou I s report? T11e question is, as I said, 

very simple and I hope that he vill give us a stl·aight and clear answer. 
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h1· . RWAGA£3AFA ( interp1·etation from F1·er:ch): To ,.:;he: rc1)rcseuta-~ive 

of India I Hould. answer as follo\TS. I accept fu]_ly; and I wish thut' Belgium 

would accept also, but I have some misGivinss L1 that regard. I regret hav ing 

these· misgivinc;s or sus~Jicions because we have already suffered disappointmei:.ts . 

A:f'te1· ha.vil1g put cut a joint communique with the Visiting 1:iission; Belgium then 

went tack on that and crHicized it publicly in the press. Tl1at is why I have 

misgivings as to uhethe1· Belgium will be pre_pared to accept and to swallow these 

decisions. 

Personally, I repeat, not only do I accept these 1·ecurn1,1endations, but I 

cong:·ac;.,late the Visiting idssion of the Ucli ted r:ations. It h~s done the 

maxircium to assm·e our security. If I sa~,- the rnaxiinum., it is because in the 

situation in which it found itself, it coi..:ld do no mo1·e . 

I hav e rend the repo:ct :r·a1)idly . I think that it presen-i.:,s safe6uarcls and 

guarantee::: fo:· cur political future which I can well desc:i:iue as being optimua 

guarantees. J\.s fer as I am concerned, the conclusions of the Vis ~i_ting i-lissioD., if 

applied fully and I repeat this because I have nis;;ivings in that regard 

would lead us to public m1rJ. national peac e . 

i il' . R..L\SGGTRA (Ind ia. ): I thank the petitioner for his re1-Jly. I think 

-u:c1t it cles:rs chc picture a gree.t deal. Surely tlle peti-cibner knows that the 

Vis itinG 1-lission dces not seem to thinL that tile Territo:ry 1 s inder>enclence should 

c cr;,e imr_,ediatcly. The Visiting Mission giv es clue wei,_3ht, I ".:,:iink , to the fact 

that a cer-tain period cf preparo. i.:.ion will have to take place, certa:j_u 

-cro. :-is ::_t:;_cnal p:ccce~lu.res '!ill kr;e to be gone t.h::cugh , and the Mission seems to 

suggest that the item with rega1Ad to the ten,1ination Df T1'usteesl1ip over this 

Te1Titory should be inscribed on the agenda of the General J-\ssem'uly f c:c 1961; that 

is to say., the T.::i·ritory 1 s independence woulii come about scnetL;e in 1962. 'I'he 

party of th' . Ruagasana has been known to dernanu irrjn1ed.iate indei)end.ence. I w&.nt -co 

be quite clea:c in my mind that, oh this _particula:c point, his par-cy 's viewpo~nt 

is not, in conflict with the reccrr.mendations of the Visiting Liss ion; triat, in fact., 

what the ;.~j ssion has suggested -- that there should be this pe1·icd. or a Jc:nr or u year 

and a half c:,_• tvro years., that eh ere are certo in ' procedures to smooth out and 

certain ti-ansitional problems -- is acceptable to the RuGnda people. 
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Mr. R\'!AGP.SAI'JA (interpretation frcm French): I have no copy of the 

report before me, and. perha:9s I misread or rnisinterpreted a certain reccrmnendation. 

I U11'J.eu0 ·cood, however, that it would be the 1961 Acse,ifoly ·;-;•l',:i.c:j, wc·,:.lrl ,J.2e.l vLh 

thL::: c..na. that the 1961 Assembly is the one which begins ne:ct September. ls it 

S::p'~8mb2r of 1961 or September of 1960·? I would like a clarification of this 

point. 

lfu-. RASGOTRA (India): I thought the Visiting Mission said the 1961 

Assembly, not the 1960 Assembly. If I am wroDg I should like to be corrected by 

a rne11ber of the Visiting Mission . . It is my recollection that the item regarding 

the termination o:2 trusteeship was to be inscribed on the agenda of the 1961 

General Assembly. 

Hr. SEARS (United States of Arnerica)(Chairman of the Visiting Mission): 

I think I understand the question correctly; the Mission felt that there would be 

no point in discussing immediate independznce,because immediate was a flexible 

term, through the channel of requesting it to be considered by the General 

Assembly of this year. We felt that before the General Assembly should be 

approached on the matter the Territory should be in democratic shape. · Therefore 

frcm ou:.· j-:ioint of view the question of the termination of trusteeship could not 

ari.s c unt i l the Gernn.•a l Assembly of next year. 

Mr . RASGCTTIA ( Ind. ia) : I understand what the Mission had recommended, 

and why it made that particular recommendation. · He are not in disagreement; I did 

not r.;ur_::;-:eG"i:. that and I hope such an impress ion is not forming. I am trying to 

elicit the view of the petitioner on this matter because his Party, it has been 

stated here, demands irnmediate independence in the sense that independence must 

come tomorrow or in a month or fifty days from now or something of that kind. 

Obviously there are difficulties in questions of this kind which have to be sorted 

out; some time is needed to iTOrl-;: out the transltional period, and I wanted to hear 

from .Mr. Rwagasana whether, on this particular detail of the matte:r., his Party's· 

poj_nt of view coincides with that of the Visiting Mission or not, because this is 

one of the main recommendations of the Visiting Mission. 
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Mr. RWAGASANA ( interpretation from French): As regards the question of 

independence, I regret that there is a slight discrepancy between the point of 

view of our Party and that of the Visiting Mission as it has now been revealed, 

whereas I had thought I could support fully all the recommendations of the 

Vis i ting Mission on this issue. We base ourselves on recommendations made by the 

General Assembly which, as is known, at its last session asked Belgium to present 

at the next session, the session in September of this year, a date for 

independence and adds that this should be done after consultation with the 

population concerned. After all, the Round Table Conference in Brussels will have 

to deal with this question of independence, whi-::h will be one of the most important 

items on its a genda. Consequently, pursuant to the General Assembly's 

recommendation to Belsium that it should, at the 1960 session, present final and 

intermediate dates for the attainment of independence, I believe that the Visiting 

Mission has anticipated the resolutions which might come from the peoples' 

aspirations. If tomorrow the people pronounced themselves in favour of independence, 

if all the political part:i.es and all the population demanded independence for 

January 1961, it would be necessary according to the Mission's recommendation and 

in spite of the unanimity of the people to wait until September 1961. If I 

remember correctly, some time ago the representative of Belgium said that all 

parties were demanding independence. All that is necessary, then, is to fix a 

date, since the representative of Belgium himself' recognizes that all parties 

a gree :i.n demanding independence, All that remains, therefore, is to fix a date 

in acreement with UH.AR and if all the parties agree on fixing 31 December 1960 as 

the da.te for independence, why not organize independence at that date? 

I f the independence of Congo could be organized in six months, and Congo is 

s everal times greater than Ruanda-Urundi, why cannot the independence of Ruanda­

Urundi be organized in the same length of time? That is the question we want to 

ask. I therefore feel that in scheduling discussion of independence for the 1961 

session the Visiting Mission has perhaps anticipated the possible wishes of all 

the political parties. I do not know whether it is within the power of this b:idy 

to leave open the possibility of granting independence earlier, but as far as my 

party's position is concerned, it is in favour of independence as soon as possible . 
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Mr. RASGOTRA (India): I should like to assure Ilir. Rwagasana that that 

is also t _he. position of the Indian delegation, independence as early · a.s possible. 

I merely raised this question because the petitioner said that his Party agrees 

with or accepts all the rec6rmnendations and conclus.ions of the Visiting Mission 

and I was very happy to hear that. I merely . wanted to find out whether there was 

complete agreement on t _hat point of detail. . It is true that in a certain 

resolution of the General Assembly the Administering Authority is called upon to 

propose, for the consideration of the General Assembly this year, a target date 

and a time-table for independence .. In fact, what the V1.sitiug Mission has done 

has been to suggest, in_ its own right and of course after consultation with the 

Belgian Government, the Administering Authority and.the political parties, a 

tentative time-table which will no doubt be considered in detail by the Ge~eral 

Assembly this year. · The question of the termination of trusteeship upon the 

attainment of independence, according to the Visiting Mission, owing to certain 

procedures which will have to be gone through,will have to be discussed with the 

General Asse~bly in 1961. • That is "ihy . I raised this question. Of course, there 

is always room for anticipating or advancing the· date, and as Mr. Rwagasana hirnself 

has stated, the date will have to be considered by the Round Table Conferenee. ,ie 

do not yet know how much time these· vnrious procedures will take. At ariy rate, I 

am very glud to have the answer of the petitioner, which will help us clarify our 

own thinking on the matter. 

I will now go on to another question; . The representative of Belgium has told. 

us that 'in the provisional Council of Ruanda -- he said it several times rather 

emphatically - - the Ul'JAR is represented by two r.:iembers, as indeed are the three 
; 

r emaining parties which are also represented on it. 
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(Mr. Rasgotra, India) 

The i.,npression I got from the pet:i,tioner 1 s statement today is that the UHAR 

is not represented. I should like him to throw some light on this question. 

If there are indeed tuo representatives of the UWAR on the Provisional Council, 

hml were these representatives selected by the Administering Authority? How were 

they appointed, and who appointed them? Hhat hand did the party have in 

nominating or recommending the names of these two representatives? 

Mr. m~AGASANA (interpretation from French): This question by the 

representative of India impels me to be completely sincere, to the point of possible 

embarrassment. There was no actual representative of UHAR in the special council. 

'Ibis was rather a stratagem, which consisted of dividing UNAR, and I must say quite 

frankly that that was the game played in the telegram which you saw. 'There are 

others that we do not lmow of, at least not officially. 'l1his was a disconcerting 

revelation for me. There are others who are not on our lists and ,1ho designate 

themselves as UNAR. The people lmow nothing about them. There are even lists of 

UWJ.1 electors. 'l'hese are things which have been attempted for a long time but, 

fortunately, they have not yet succeeded in dividing our pa:::-ty. All these persons 

who prete!lcl ought to show themselves in their true colours. There has always been 

an atter:ipt to impose one chief upon UNAR, who was placed in the Provisional Council, 

but we dicl not know anyting about him. As we are abroad, it is difficult for us 

sometimes to be completely up to date with regard to these manoeuvres, which 

sometimes come to our lmmlleclge rather late. 1 'Ihese two members were designated 

in a clandestine manner. That is why I revealed the coruuunique of the general 

secretariat of UHAR, in which the party ordered all members of UNAR to withdraw 

from the special council -- if they are there or might be there. As you see, 

I even doubted whether they were there, but I wanted to forestall the worst 

possibility, because we :~ept hearing that there were UN.AR members there that He 

did not tnow anything about. i·ihen this communique was brought to the l~nowledge 

of the population, these persons who pretended to be Ui\TAR representatives went 

into hiding or disappeared, in order not to be pilloried. 

'.fhose are the so-called representatives of UHAR. All this was covered in 

the telegram. I did not xnow that the President of UNAR had sent a telegrem, the 

text of which was read out to me. I would be very much astonished if it proved to 

be authentic. I repeat that the attempts to divide UNAR have not q_uite succeeded. 
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Mr. RASGOTRC\. (India): lfr. President, this seems to be a very 

disconcerting state of affairs, and I would request you to as1-. the Secretary of 

the Council to obtain from the petitioner a copy of the executive ccmnittee 1s 

circular or memorandum that he referred to and to circulate it for the info:nnaticr. 

oi' members. I should like to see it. 

To get this business of the telegram out of the way -- I thin:..: this is a 

question that I should lilrn to put now because in the course of tcmorrow lie shall 

all be busy with the preparat:i.on of our statements -- I should like to know frcm 

the representative of Belgium ·llhether this telegram was indeed sent by the 

presid1::nt of UNAR. If .this gentleman, the author of the telegram, is the real 

p:ces::.d.ent of this party and he is in prison, ,-:as he given an opportunity to consult 

his e:x:ecuti ve corrrn.i ttee or other leaders of the pa1·ty before sending this teleGrar:i't 

Could he throw some light on this matter? There seems to be a good deal of 

mystery hanging around it. 

Mr. CI.AEYS BOUUAERT (Belgium) (interpretation from French) : Hy 

delegation will reply to all the questions ,-1hich may be put when the q_uestioning 

of the petitioner has ccme to an end. He say this in view of the normal 

procedure concerning the questioning of petitioners. He have the statement by 

the petitioner, i·1hich included a series of facts concerning wh:ich the Belgian 

Government might ' feel that it wishes to express its vie,rs later. I reserve the 

right o:;: my delegation on this point. I must assure the representative -or India 

that my delegation will repl~ to all questions which may be aslrnd by members of 

the Council when the oral hearing has come to an end. 

Mr. RA:3GO'I'RA (India): I shall await that answer. 

How to come to this · question of the ccnmunal elections, the petitioner has 

stated that certain agreements were reached among the political parties, the 

Visiting Mission and the Administering Authority when the Visiting Mission ,ras in 

the 'rerri tory ~ One ·of these was that elections . would be held after the round­

ta.ble conference in August. The petitioner then added that sorr.e of these 

agreements were either bypassed or set aside by the Administering Authority. 

Yesterday my delegation :put a question to members of the Visiting Mission, 
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(Mr. Rasgotra, India) 

on -;;his matter. There ,-1as only one mer:1ber here at the time, Mr. Edmonds of 

New Zealand., and he said the folloT.ring: 
11

• ~. I have ahmys felt that the supervision by the United Nations of 

the national elections was· the main point that the Visiting Mission ,;ished 

to see in its report." ('r/PV .1117, page 6) 

'I'his implies that the Visiting Mission had not intended or did not envisage 

United Nations observation at the cOITu"llunal elections. 

He want to be absolutely clear about this matter. Hhen these conversations 

,,ere taking place in the 'l'erritory and certain agreements, verbal or otherwise, 

were reached, was it intended that the communal elections should also be supervised 

by the United. Nations, or 11as it the Niss ion I s intention that only the elections 

to the national councils, or probably some subseg_uent national electj_ons far the 

,,hole of the Territory, should be supervised? What is the real position? 

Ur. Rwagasana seems to thin~,;: that the agreement or the understanding reached wus 

that even these communal elections which had been advanced should be held under 

United Nations supervision. 

lir. SEARS (United States of America), Chairman of the Visiting Hission: 

I should lii:e to reply to that question by the representative of India, because, 

through no fault of his own, Mr. R.1agasana, who has been living in exile for a long 

time, may not have as good a chance as some of the other people. might of l:nowing 

just what ho.s gone on. As a matter of actual fact -- and as usual I stand prepared 

to be challenged or corrected by my brothers on the Mission - - at no time did the 

Visiting Mission consider that it was appropriate for it to recommend the 

participation of United Nations observers in local communal elections. He felt 

that the whole thing was in dispute and that the position of the United Nations 

might be seriously damaged if it got mixed up in a local election fight, but at 

the same tiue we felt quite strongly from beginning to end that when the supervision 

should ccme it should be on a national basis. 

Hr. RASGOTM (India): I am grateful to the representative of the 

United States for that clarification. 
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(Mr. Rasgotra. India) 

Now I have ancther question, and this relate s to the sentences imposed upon 

certain of the leaders of the UNAR. He pressed -- I use that word advisedly -­

for information on that count from the representative of Belgium the other day but 

I em afraid we did not get it. Now the petitioner has told us that some of his 

party leaders or party members are sentenced to sixteen years' imprisonment, some 

to death , some to five years, some to ten years 1 imprisonment. I should l H;:e to 

~mow frcm him, if he can tell us, how many UNAR leaders have, to his lmowledge or 

to the tnowledge of his compatriots, been sentenced by the military court or by 

other courts in the Territory and whether he can give any further infonnation 

about the kind of sentences that have been imposed . 
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~,!_!,__ _mll\.Gll.SAI-J/~ (interpretation from French): There are the true leaders 
' 

of tbe Committee of U.NAR, of whcm t J1ere are five, but other member-s, of course, 

are numerous,and I do not know the exact figures involved. The number of members 

tb.at I know of in tbat situation is over 900. But that figure has been exceeded 

now, because 750 were involved at one point. Our Presid.ent bas ·been sentenced 

to six years impriso~ment, a member of the Directing Committee ,Mr. Mbanda, 

:1es been sentenced to death. Another one, Mr. Zimulinda of Astr ida, was 

sentenced to f:Lfteen years, and others were sentenced for. various periods -- five, 

sJx, seven or eight years, as the casc•inay be. There are the five that I can think 

of offhand. 

Mr. R~~OTR~ (India): "\Iould the petitioner . say that the top leadership 

of the part~r -- by which I mean members of trie Executive Committee of t h e party, 

or persons such as the President, the Secretary-General, the Secretary and other 

eminent leaders of UNI\R -- at this stage are either in prison or outside the 

Territory, or are any of the top leaders of the party inside the Territory at 

this stage to direct the pnrty'o political activities. If there are any such 

persons in the Territory, could he name them? How many of them are there? 

Mr. mJAGilSf\I'_~ (inte:cpretation fror:1 French): There . is an interim 

President whom we have appointed for purposes of the .aclrninistrative organization 

of the party -- the keeping of records, the sale of cards and he is assisted 

by a cornmi ttee of three member.s selected by himself. He. do not interf'ere. That 

covers the administrative organization. This interim President's name is 

Rutsindintwarrme., and he is c!1arged with administrativa organization exclusively. 

He had no pouer of decision or -discussion without consulting the E;rncutive 

Committee. Ali the members of t l)-e Executive Committee, six in number, are 

located outside the Territory except, as I hav,e told the Council, the ones who 

are in prison, in i:,articular the Preside~t. All the rest .of us, and our . 

secretariat, are abroad, . That is wi1ere I have issued _ all these communiques, 

and it is from there that I have organized all our activities. 
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Mr. Rwagasana also mentioned in his oral 

presentation a certain official decree which requires a period of residence in 

the Territory before an :individual may present his candidature for the forthcomin i; 

communal elections. Can he tell us whether, in the light of this decree, his 

party will be able to put up the kind of candidate for these communal elections 

which, _in normal circwnstances, it would have put forward? 

ivlr. RWAGASl'.NA (interpretation from Frenc:1): I have not had an 

occasion to study the entire interim decree, and in any case I have not a copy of 

it with me, but I cited one condition, namely, the requirement of three months 1 

residence. Other conditions are equally disadvantageous for us. As I said 

in my statement, our party has decided to abstain from t he elections. A copy 

bf the relevant communique has been sent to the Trusteeship Council, and in it 

we say, inter ali~, 

"Inviteo t he members of UHAR not to participate in the anti-democratic 

elections scheduled for 27 June 19601 elections imposed by the military 

occupation and designed to vitiate the whole process of national 

independence." 

Thus the party and its members are invited not to take part in the elections, and 

it will not do so except, of course, for the people who are going to be -presentecl 

to t he public as. purportedly representing us. UNAR itself will not participate 

in the elections. Difficulties with regard to t he elections were, perhaps, 

removed in Urundi. There are mili tar:1,r authorities and it is necessary to have 

elections. 

I•1ir. RASGOTRA (India): At one point the petitioner said that his party 

was not allowed to hold meetings in the Territory. I should like an explanation 

of how that happei;.r;. Apart from the fact that leaders of the party are outside 

the Territory, which is a different matter,thcre are probably certain people 

inside the Territory, and presuming that some of these members of UNAR inside 

the Territory want to hold a volitical meeting how do they go about it, Do ti:1e y 

have to obtain a· permit or seek somebody's permission, and is it in that event 

that permission is denied -- or how does it happen? I should like to understand 

that position clearly. 
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Mr. RWAGASANA (interpretation from F: ·ench) ! In general a decree of the 

:Military Resident ha.s forbia.den meetings of five persons or more. Even t he 

Preoident of RADER bas written to the Minister about that. In principle 

assemblies are forbidden because there is a military occupation, and ::..t is normal 

tbat under military occupation all assemblies should be curbed. In practice, 

uhen an asse;nbly or a congress is to be helll it muct talrn place in a .closed or 

private circle, and authorize.tion has to be requested. It is _clear that UNAR, 

which is in a position of systematic opposition to the Government, certainly 

will not obtain such autnorization with ease. He have to address ourselves, 

after all, to authorities with which we quarrel from morning till night. The 

P:resident of RADER himself has written that the restriction struck at certain 

parties, and clearly he had in mind the UN!ill party, among others. Otber parties 

have held assemblies and assistance was granted to them by the Adn1inictration. 

They were given the use of-microphones, and so on. But I am not t~ere, and one 

has to go in order to see. 

Mr. RASGOTRA (India): Another point is that Mr. Rwagasana said, in 
' the course of his presentation, that soon after the Visiting dission left the 

Territory Colonel Logiest issued a communique or a notification of some kind 

denigrating -- I think that that was the word which Mr. Rwagasane used --

the solut ions proposed by the Visiting Mission. Jlas he seen a copy of t hat 

communique and can he furnish us with some evidence of this? What did the 

communiqu0 f.HJ.y and what are the solutions suggested by the Visiting Mission which 

were dericled by the communique? 
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I-'Ir. _R'.lA(MSAlJA (inte:.~pretation from French): I have some copies here 

of the ccrr,muni<;t~es of the military Res:i.dent . One of them was handed to the 

Visiting Mi.ss;..:.on. In that c~mrnunique the Resident cr;gag1:;d in o·.rert propaganda, 

s aying t,):,.o.t cne lms to acr.1ere to t::ie P:\ F?-12:>-ftJTU, the psrty wh:i.ci:l strives for 

tne bencr':Lt o:f the pe:ol)le . This is co1r:.:::uniq_"c1-e No. 7,of i·,hich the M:i.s3ion 

surely rece::i_ved. a copy, Tnese are cornrr.tm5ques end publications which engaged 

in propaganda. I h5.vc be,2n unable to secure copies in F:rench, but I have tlle 

mmibcrs. Oi' course 1 tl1e o:dginal languoge was French, although they were drafted 

in Kinyaruanch . 

Tt.kre is co:rr,munique ilo. 12, f011 e:~3mple, which s2..anclers and derides the 

decisions of the Visi -ting i-Ession. ThiG con:mv.niqt:.e ,;as dated 8 April 1960. The 

rcpresenta-ti ve of Bel~~iu.m, perhs.1Js , has a copy in 1~1~ench. It sa:rs: 
11 Yo'J. have said that the United Nations Mission -will release people 

who are in jail. You have said that the United No.tions :i,:f ssion will put 

your chiefs back into office a.'1d restore their goods to them. 
11 G1at has it done? Oh, you believe that all those who have gone 

abroad ,,•ill come? Oh, what you have asked for, where is it? Do you 

thi_nk :L t ·will come? 
11 I do not answer all the questions. You will see for yourselves." 

It is ri~n~d: V.M. Logiest. 

'I/, :.:; ~-s e. ccmp3.j_gn of denigration, to tell the populet:i.on that the 

Vis:i.-ti ::,,:: r<:~2:.Jicn of the United Nations can do nothing for it. This is the meanint; 

of t t 1~.1c_; .l .. : :-:~~t . In other words, it kee:ps saying that you are hoping that the 

• Uissio:::: \Ji ll provide you with this and that; it has gone; whet have you got out 

of it? 'Ii1c~t is the meaning that this corr.munique is trying to convey. I have 

it at hand. here; it is No, 12. 

Hr. President, do you thint you could have 

these do~1,,.,1:t~'. r~,::: ,-: ~.3o c:Lrculated, because we would lj.::e to see t•.,~m. Indeed, 

if tl~ey are i:;,:;uc:d 1,y the :milita.ry authorities or by the ci.vilio.n authorities 

of the '.:.\::::-.::i tory, I th·inlc -t,~.ey are relevant to any consid.0r~tion of the situation. 

'Ille pcti t:Loner s3.id that the Mwami Kig~li.. V was for1.Jidclc:,:, by the 

Administering Authority, apparently, to go to Brussels in connexion with the 
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(Hr. Rasgotra, Indie) 

pre-el~ction meeting that was held there in May. This is news to my delegr.tion 

because no indication of this, if it is true, was given.to us at any stage. 

'de should like to seek some more information on this matter. How does the 

petitioner lmow that Mwat1i Kigeli V was forbidden to go to Brussels? Would it 

be . customary in no!'mal circ'..1mstc:.nces for the Mwami to go to Brussels to attend 

a metting of this ldnd? Hhat othe:r evidence does the petitioner possess in 

substantiation of this statement? 

I-1r. m•JP.GASAII.C\. (interpretation. from French): . To begin with, this 

inforr£:n .. :.5.on is not mine; it comes from the let .. cer of the chief of RA.DSR 

to the Minister. It is not my allegation, you see; I have . quoted it. 

The President of RADER was in Brussels at the Belgian-Congolese round-taole 

conference. That is where the letter was published, where it is· _said that the 

1-~wami was preventecl from going to Brussels to explain himself, wh:,r his accusers 

we:re allowed to go there. The Belgian Press, as a matter of fact, confirms this 

cleo.rly. I have here a batch. of clippings frcm the Belgian Press, and all of 

them mate it clear that the Kwa.mi was prevented from going to Belgium in order 

to present his case. These are clippings, of cou:rse, but the allegation comes 

frcm the letter of the President of RADER to the Minister, requesting that the 

Ewa:r;ii I s trip be authorized. 

You lmow that previous to that the Mwami had. a passport for going to 

Bel0ium, but befo1~e he actually went there the authorization was withdrmm. 

'Ihat is the way I em told it happened, that the authorization was suddenly, 

unexpectedly wi thdravm. 

I must qualify my statement with regard to this mutter because scme people 

may have seen the documents and the facts. I und.erstand that the delegate 

was sent to Paris to meet me, but apparently he ,ms unable to see me because 

I got the visa very swiftly, without knowing about it officially; something 

must have happened. Tne President of RADER makes the point clearly in his 

letter. 

Mr. RASGOTRA (India): 'The President of' RADER is a responsible person. 

He leads a political party and he was present, I understand, at this meeting 

in Brussels. Since he has said this, scme importance attaches to this matter, and 

I hope that the representative of Belgium will also cor.:ment on this point in due 
course. 
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(Mr. Rasgotra, India) 

The petitioner mehtionecl the existence of a certain concentration csmp in 

Nyamata. 1lhat ldnd of a camp is this? What happens there? How many people ar.e 

concentrated in this ca'1lp? What is done to them? Does the petitioner have 

further information on this point? 

This is also a matter on which I should lilce the Ac:lrainistering Authority to 

ccmment upon in due oourse. 

Mr. Rt-TAGAeAf!.~· ~interpretation from French): As far as the concentration 

camp is concerned, I must say that this place, which is called a ref1.1gee camp, 

is really a den of misery. Tae members of the Visiting Mission who have seen 

this place can perhaps give more information than I can. I have not seen it 

myself. As you know, I live abroacJ.., and the infonnation was furnished to me by 

members of my party. 

According to this information, there are thousands of persons there who 

are sufferir.g frcm ~sery and hunger. That is why ,re called it a concentration 

camp, because people are concentrated there, coming from all over the place. 

In our last petition, we cited information to the effect that there were 

several thousand persons taken to Bugesera frcm Byumba after the departure of 

the Mission. 
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(Mr. Rwagasana) 

These are the terms which we use. They are different from those the 

Belgians use. The Belgians call it a refugee camp; we call it a concentration 

camp. These camps are camps where people are crowded together; so far as we are 

concerned, this is the same thing as a concentration comp. 

BelGian newspapers now indicate that there is some sort of epidemic now in 

progress there and that the people there are suffering. The Visiting Mission 

has reccmmended that these people be permitted to. regain possession of their gooa.s 

and property. 

Perhaps this information may suffice to reply to the question of the 

representative· of India. 

Mr. RASGOTRA (India): The petitioner told us today that attempts are 

being made in the Territory, with the assistance of certain white missiono.ries -­

these are the words he used -- to drive UN:'i.R underground for the 1·eo.son., allegcc1ljr., 

tbat it is a cc1":munist organization, a comnunist party. l:ow, in the last few 

days the representative of Belgium and the Special Representative have used a 

different kind of term; they have described the Tutsi party as the party of tbe 

dominating class, the party which suppresses liberty, the party which adyocates 

traditionalism and conservatism. This, therefore, is news to my delegation, and 

I wish to l~now ·whether in the Territory itself this party has indeed been described 

in the manner in which Mr. Rwagasana says it has beeL )described, whether it has 

been so described in any of the Territory's journals and newspapers, or in any 

other mmmer. 

Mr. RWAGASANA (interpretation from -French): That is precisely what is 

so surprising. That shows that they tool'" action without knouing where they were 

going, whether they were going or coming. Sometimes they called us feuda lists, 

sometimes they called us communists, and sometimes we ,;ere called fascists. We 

have had all possible epithets applied. to us that can be i magined. An 

extraordinary kind of publicity has been disseminated with regard to myself, in 

fact, to the point where they preached in the churches that I had become a 

communist. And this continues. They say tbat whoever touches me will become 

a corr,munist, will become infected. 
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This propaganda against UITAR is being disseminated in all news:papers. Some 

of the nevs:papers achieved some sort of record in invention; they said that I had 

gone to the Conference of the Peoples of Africa. in Tunis, and that I had gone 

there in order to try to get con1munist weapons. These figments of the imaginatio:: 

are so1:1etimes amusing, but that is how they are describing us. All possible 

attributes are ascribed to us; we have not escaped one of them, and they are all 

bad, the worst possible. 

Mr. RASGOTRA ( India) : 

already touched on this question. 

I know that the representative of :Bolivia has 

I do not insinuate nnythinc;. I accept what 

Hr. Rwagasana said about his party's not subsc:tibir.g to the use of violence for 

the attainment of any political objectives. We accept that hypothesis. But going 

forward on that,. may I ask him whether he or his party or his party.'s executive, 

in or out of the Territory, would be willing to make matters absolutely clear by 

issuing a declaration of intentions or of policy to the effect that they do not 

subscribe to the cult of violence and that they wish to adhere, and that they do · 

in fact adhere, to constitutional rnethods for the attainment of their political 

objective, which is, I believe, the independence of the Territory. 

Hr. ffi-TAGASANA (interpretation from French): But we have made this 

declaration. He made it before the events of September last. The declaration 

against the use of violence was made and it is to be found in the report of the 

Visiting Mission. The Visiting Mission reports that UNAR had condemned violence., 

and if you lool~ at the report you will find our declaration referred to there in 

the text. 

After the visit of the United Nations Mission, we ,-1ent further. He wrote to 

the 1-!Iinister informing him that we are prepared to negotiate and sit at the 

rou.i.'1d table as delegates of UNAR, and we did so in the most deferential terms 

possible. He i7rote back to us saying that he had taken note of our statement. 
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So therefore, our declaration of intention to the effect that we want no 

violence is something that we have made time and tirJe ae;ain . And I will make it 

again on behalf of our party he1•(-: ; i:L' y~_n>. ~7:1.sh. If you \Tif,h su,:!h a declaration 

to be sent to you, we can send it, oi' course. Violence is what we want least of 

all. We want peace and tranquillity. But of course, on the other side 

concessions ,IOclld have to be forthccming also. We want only one thing, and that 

is peace, national peace, and I have said so. Hhatever contributes to peace we 

are prepared to do everything. If such a declaration is considered by this 

Council to constitute a contribution to national peace, even though it might 

perhaps ~e ccnstTued ::.:: the sense that we had previously wanted to resort to 

violence, we are p:.•e:;;:o.red to mal:e such a declaration. He are prepa1·ed to do 

everythinG that will contribute to national reconcili3.tion, litercilly everythir.g, 

provided, of course, tbat we are not asked ·i:.c sacrifice ct1.:c bc,1-i01X;_': that '.i'.::: a.::..· 2 

not ask.eel to lower ourselves to measures which would no longer be in l;::ecping wi tb 

the objectives we seek to achieve. 

1Ir . R/\SGCTRA (India): Heither Jir. Rua5asana nor UiffiR has to send us a 

written declaration. The :petitioner I s statement l1ere I think is good enouc;h for 

our purposes. It clarifies the situation. 

I at no time clescribed UNP.R as a party corr.mi tted to violence. As I said, we 

do not accept that. I3ut since doubts have been cast on th::tt matter, since it 

has been alleged that this party is one which 1·eve ls :i.n organized. murder and 

assassination, and things of that kincl, I thought that a clear statement from 

Mr. Rwagasana on that point ·would be useful :for the Council to have. I am very 

grateful to him that he has made a very clear and categorical statement. I am 

also most gr::i.teful to him for having answered all my questions. 
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U Tin M.A.UNG (Burma): After listening to the very interesting 

statement made by the petitioner, Mr. Rwa5asana, my delegation feels compelled 

to ask a few q_uestions. However, in view of the fact ~hat most of the questions 

have already been addressed to him by other representatives, my delegation will 

confine itself to one or two questions. 

Mr. Rwagasana. stated that a state of tension prevails in the Territory and 

that it is like a police regime, which I underst_and is the military regime. He 

also said that there are no fundamental freedoms end no human rights, Can be 

tell me whether under the present regime any political party or parties can freely 

convene and discuss political questions at issue. Perhaps be has already 

answe1·ed this question, but I would like to have confirmation of whether political 

parties are free to hold meetings. 

Mr. RWAGASANA (inte11.n·eta tiou. from French): I have replied to that 

_question. The decr€e ctates that it :la an exceptiona l regime that -wns bcin t; s P.t up, 
gut I have uoed the_ term military regime because exceptional regin:e means a m~li t ary 

regime. There are troops there and no one denies this fact. Even .the French press 

has said that troops are there so as to intervene in the Congo in case of trouble 

there, But troops are in Ruanda and they are stationed there supposedly to ensure 

public order and calm. But this is the exceptional regime; the troops are still 

there; they have not been recalled. 

There are rio public meetings. Public meetings are forbidden. There are 

closed meetings i"n private homes, but public meetings of more than five persons 

are f orbidden. To have such a meeting, it is necessary to obtain a permit. I 

have explained the circumstances involved in obtaining a permit. It is necessary 

t o go to . the Minister, but the Minister is opposed to UI-JAR. How is UNAR to get 

a permit? In his communique he bas called us communists. If it is necessary to 

@ta permit from him, you can understand how difficult it would be, Therefore, 

UNAR just cannot hold meetings. The President of RADER has written and said as 

much. Of course UNAR has held a congress in a closed meeting, but you will find 

that other parties have held three, four and five congresses. 
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U Tin l~UITG (Burma): I .would like to know wbether tbe general decree . 

about which the petitioner spoke a moment ago applied to Urundi. 

Mr. R\·7/'.GAGANA (interpretation from French): This is a deplorable fe.ct 

that I must report. He now have a very- clear geographical division there. I 

am surprised and I wonder under what right . Belgium bas divided the country into 

two provinces. Ruanda. and U:rnncli are literally divided. • .. Measnres ar~- taken in 

Ruanda which are not implemented in Urunc1i. Administratively speaking there is a 

complete division. A decree for R11ancla is not applicable in Urundi. It would 

seem that in Urundi you can have public :meetings. That is wby the communal 

elections will be held in Ruanda under a :military regime, but this will not be the 

case in Urun<li where there is no military regime. Thus the two States are 

completely separated. I would like to know where Belgium ever found. any risht to 

divide the Territory into two provinces. 

U Tin :MAUHG (Burma): It seems to me that the Mwami of Ruanda Kigeli V 

has become more or less a controversial figure, anc1 my delegation would like to be 

very clear as regards his office and bis privileges. I would have asked this 

question during the questioning period, but owing to the lack of -time I did not. 

Perhaps the petitioner is familiar wi tb the report of the Visiting Ivtlssion, which 

mentions the investiture at Kigali of Mwami Ki13eli Von 9 October. According 

to the statement of the report, when the Mwami was called upon to sign the act of 

investiture at Kigali on 6 October, in the presence of the Governor of Ruanda­

Urundi, Kigeli V insisted that the ceremony be conducted in the presence of tbe 

Members of the High Council of Ruanda and also that the oath of office be altered 

to inclu<le the promise which he had made to reisn as a constitutional Mwami. The 

ceremony was postponed for three days and the Iviwami 's wishes were finally 

complied with. Does the petitioner know the main reasons which motivated. the 

Governor or Ruand~-Urundi to delay the investiture? 

Mr. RWAGA.SANA ( interpretation from French): I must SfiY that I was there 

at that moment and I was among the group which was the object of this situation. 

There was the old oath of office which said that the Jvi'wami should swear loyalty 
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(Mr. Rwngasana) 

. to the laws or obedience to the law -- some formula like tba.t. There wo.s some 

criticism from parties tbo.t said tbe Mwami was a dict~tor, that he was an 

absolute monarch and that be wanted to reign as an absolute monarch. The Mwami, 

fearing that the oath of office might be turned against him afterwards and that he 

might be ·criticized as wishing to be an absolute monarch, wanted to ho.ve the oath 

changed. 
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The Governor was opposed, supposedly for juridical reasons, , because the 

text did not allow the1:n to supplement tte oath of office, and this was the 

reason for the conflict. A sort of little drama, one -might say, occurred. 

First of all, the Mwami was called up alone. They asked him to sign. He 

refused. They call,ed him back the _next day~ He refused. He had to call 

the Council. The Council went there and, finally, the Council decided to sign. 

This then was the beginning of the tension. That is how it happened. 

U Tin 1-tC\.lJHG (Burma): In that case I would like to lmow whether the 

petitioner could tell me if the High Council of Ruanda is also the Advisory 

Council and Executive Council of the Mwami. The· point I want to' be clear 

about is whether the High Council of Ruanda is regarded by the Mwami as the 

Advisory Council or the executive ·-oody. 

Mr. FMJ\GASAHA -,(interpretation from French): Yes, this was the object 

of what I call a little drama. Up to the present time the Mwami has refused 

to reGognize that Council. ' .This has been imposed upon him. • The Mwami would 

not yield and when the_ disturbances occurred, they dissolved the former 

council and replaced it by certain persons who had been precipitously 

nominated. The Mwn.mi _was told that he must recognize this High Council and 

that he had to recognize this Council. He i•efused to do so. But I believe 

that the •n=!part of this incident must be in the records of the Visiting Mission. 

The Visiting Mission was there. 

I do .not know what this Council· is and what authorization there was for it. 

All of a sudden, it was just set up overniGht. There is a white administrator 

and _two bla~k assisto:c.t administrators. There is one prince, who is close to 

the Mwarni, and there is some other prince; I do not know who it is. Some 

people like that suddenly are on this High Council. That is my opinion at 

least. It is a. sort of small e;overnment trying to run the Council, and the 

Administration just hands all the power over to this little High Council. I am 

speal~ing very frankly. 
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My delegation has taken note of the number of 

people who have been sentenced to imprisonment and those who have been sentenced 

to death. According to the statement ma,cle by the petitioner, all these people 

belong to the UNAR party. Of course, there are three parties besides his own: 

PARMEHUrU, APROSOMA and RADEH. Since we understand from the report of the 

Visiting Mission, as well as from other information, that all these people are 

also responsible for arson and killing and looting, and whe.,t not, they might 

also be responsible for these crimes. Could the petitioner tell me whether any 

of these people, namely the leaders of these three other parties, have ever been 

sentenced to imprisonment or whether any punishment has been meted out to them? 

Mr. RWAGASANA ( interpretation from French): To our knowledge, none 

of the leaders of the three other political parties and no member of the 

Executive Committee of the parties is in prison, even though official allegations 

recognize that the bloody disturbances were organized by the sub-chief Mbonyumutwa. 

This is marked in the report, of course. That chief in fact is a member of the 

well-known Provisional Council. 

That is why I said that persons who instigated these disturbances were 

granted preferment or received chieftainship appointments. It is regrettable to 

see what has been going on in our administration, The fact remains that none 

of the leaders of the political parties who organized the incendiarism and the 

nraon were convicted, let alone sentenced. We should realize one thing. Only 

the UNAR party was victimized in connexion with that. It was thought that the 

party could be convicted of feudalism and similar offences, and the authorities 

sought to break up the party. It was aware that a war was being waged against 

the party. 

The idea was to weaken· it, to undermine it, to make it impotent. Since 

this has not ,10rked, other means are being used. But the party was appallingly 

victimized and persecuted. There are no other leaders or chiefs of political 

parties who have been so victimized. 
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~ Tin MAUNG (Burma) : • To go back to the person of the Mwami, Kigali V, 

my delegation has before it a petition from the ChG.irman of the lJ1'JAR Committee 

(T/PET.3/L.27). Some accusations have been levelled against the Mwami, and one 

of them, of course, is very serious. This petition says that the Mwami has 

been falsely accused by certain people of wanting to go abroad to seel~ arms 

with uhich to kill them. This is a rather serious accusation. 

I would like to ho.ve some clarification from the petitioner whether the 

Mwami, as he sairl, is going to Brussels and whether it would be possible for him 

to buy arms from Belgium, because this is a rather serious matter. 
~ 

I am 

wondering whether the petitioner has any comment on this rietition which has 
. ' 

already been circulated to the Council. 

Mr. RWAGASAHA (interpretation from French): I wonder which petition 

is being referred to. What is the date, and what is the reference? 

The PRESIDENT: May I ask the representative of Burma to indicate the 

document he mentioned in his question. 

U Tin UAUNG (Burma): I do not think the petitioner has this petition 

before him. I om referring to the petition contained in document T/PE'r .3/L.27, 

which has already been circulated to all the delegations. I will read from it 

and I ask the petitioner to listen carefully. The petition reads as follows: 

"He protest vigorously against false assertions macle in telegram 

from leaders APROSOMA. RADER PARMEHUrU corunon front falsely accusing 

Mwami Ruanda of wanting to go abroad to seek arms with which to ldll them. 11 

Then the petition also goes on to say the followinr;: 

"He protest all the more vigorously because the imputation is calumriious 

insulting defarr.atory and made to further subversive ends .•• 11
• 

I think it is quite clear what is meant by that statement in the petitj_on. 

The lfiwami has b~en accused of wanting to go abroad to seek armG with which to 

kill the meni,)ers of those partieG. 



RSH/aj T/PV.1120 
81 

Hr. RHAGi,.SAHA ( inter pre tat ion , frot1 French) : These accu.sations must not 

only be CJff'icial occw,at.j_ons. 'I'here has been no official . accusation so far and 

no official charge made against the i,h-rami. But it has beeri mentioned in the 

press. In our political . atmosphere political passions have become inflamed, 

and I speal~ of Usumbura because in :1uancla the press do not have much to say. 

Even in B1·ussels it was stated at the conclusion of the round table conference 

that only unilat.eral information was supplied. This was one of the conclusions 

of the round table conference at Brv.sssl;:;, If these accusations a:::·e macle, they 

have only been published in U1e press. Ac tu.ally, no charge has been levelled 

against the Hwani. I hai·dly believe that '.:.he Muami in Brussels could bl:~· 

weapons frcm the Belgians. That uould be fantastic. i:.ven if such i~formation 

were published, it would not be accurate. The press, of course, publishes 

what it wants. The Brussels press said that the Mwai~i was incriminated and that 

he had set up a revolutionary tribunal to judge people, and so on. But actually 

these are not serious charges. 

U Tin 11. AUI:G (Burma): Towards the end of his oral petition, the 

petitioner recommended a number oi' things, and one of them particularly s·t.r,:c;: 

my delegation. He said that the Council should decide in:medie.tely to send a 

Uni·::.cu. :?nticns control mission to ·che 'rerritory. As is already know,:, ;; ,°! 

sent a Visiting Mission to the Ten·itory and it has returned a nd re1.)orted to us. 

Could the petitioner tell rne what pa:.:·ticulai- kind of mission he has in ~·iew for 

us to recommend to the Council. By a "control ,uissJon11 o.ces i1e ,:nean ·e. Ltissirn: 

of observers, or uhat does he r.1ean7 

!-h.·. RIIAGASANA ( interpretation fron F:cench): We have ahmys asl:ecl for 

this since the establishment of trusteeship, but comproc1ise discussions have 

resulted in a situation ~,here even the report of the Visiting Hission calls for 

a technical assistance mission to be dispatched. I did not limit myself to this 

·cechnical assistance mission. I spoke specifically of control. I do not know 

to what extent the Charter would lea·1e it open to the United Hations to secure 

political information from such official sources. I clo not believe, however, tha ·i:, 
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the Charter uould p::event the Uni•ced Hat ions from securing informat:i,on. As I 

see it, such a mission 1rould consist of obse:cvers who would collect information 

on behalf of the United iJations in order to ascertain uh.at is hap.:_:)ening in our 

country. If ·che represencative of Burma would look at the appropriate passage, 

he would. see that I said that after the arrival of the Mission dis•:~urbances 

occurred.. That is on the first page of my statement. I do not know to what 

extent infoi·mation was rnacle available about these disturbances, but they occurred. 

There were casu.al ties and pe:csons ve:ce injured. Others we1·e cast into gncl. 

I do not know to what extent the Belgian representative informed the United 

Nations about this, but it has been truly established that disturbances ccc'.J.rred. 

This indicates that inforn1ation is lacl~ing here. There is a need for a mission 

to obtain the information and to control, so that if something occurs the 

United Nations would be immediately informed. I noted the figures, so that I 

might be quite accurate. I said that l_,3(.;0 huts were burned and that children 

died. in the conflagrations. This information ccrnes from the press, but it is 

the irell informed press which I am quoting, the journal, La Cite, of 16 June. 

I was in ?a:cis ,;-rhen these incidents ue1·e repor·ced, but I do not lmow to 

what extent the Belgian representative infon1ed the Council of the situation 

and about what had. ·transpired in my country. Information o:2 this kind must 

be made availc.ble to the United Nations, because I know that thei·e is an 

atter:1pt to conceal what is happening in my country so as not to compromise 

certain p eople. That is why I called for a control or information inission so 

that_ if these matters which people try to conceal Occur, they ilOL~ld be brought 

to the attention of the United }i!ations as sviftly as _possible. 

U Tin 1-l.A.UEG (Bunila): In the statement he mac1e, the petitioner compared 

the polit i cal platf orm of his pa:cty and those of the opposing parties. H2 said 

that his party, Ull.4R, is in f2.vou:c of the granting of universal adult suffrage 

and that the other parties are OpJ?OSed to it. Could the petitioner tell us 

what are the main reasons for the other parties not being in fav our of universal 

adult suffra13e'Z 
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Ur. REAGAf.AN'A ( i11.terpr etation from French): I did not say that the 

other pa1·ties a:ce opposed ·co universal adult ' suffrage. The other parties are 

opposecl to the 'Jorn.ens' vote. t'e want universal suffrage for men and women; 

they want to exclude women frcm the suffrage. . '.Ihat is ·che difference. As for 

their reasons, they are the, same 1·easons phich impel tber.1 to seek elections during 

the period of military occupation . _ Some of the reasons escape me, but I have 

cert ain apprehensions _ that these :reasons are not 1;easons of equity. 'I'hey are 

perhaps not unrelated to a desi::ce for succeos. Perhaps the;y want to reduce the 

nurcb er of electors as much as J?Ossible. 

':!0 asked that communal elections should tal:c place _cnce ·che political 

climate of our count:cy harJ_ been established and o.f·ce1· the round table when the 

mcda lities had been discussed. This cc,uld be done as i·c wns done in the Co,1go., 

o;r popular representation, but the other parties do not Hant that . 'l'bey want 

elections during the dilitary cccu.•1ation . He \mnt wolilen to hm0 e the vote, but 

they do not ~mnt that, and for the same ,:ensons . The reasons d1ich impel them 

to this unclue haste also impel them to p:.·event wor:1en froG1 voting. 



MH/en TIW.1120 
,I 8,.. u 

U ~in _MAl!E.Q_ (Burma): 

just rnade by the petitioner. 

I have one question following on the statement 

He told us that his party was in favour of 

universal adult suffrage -- and when I say adult suffrar;e I mean the inclusion 

of m:::n and women. Could the petitioner tell us whether there o.re any active 

wonen leaders in the executive committee of his party UNAR? 

M:r. Rr/f:0-l:§£cl·!~ (interpretation from French): At the moment there is 

no such thine;. u~~LR h2,s not had time to complete the political organization 

of the party. After the pr.r ty had held four or five meetin3;s in five weeks, 

it wa s eliml.na tec., swept away, and t hose enga 2,ed in its act i vit i es were obli:;ed 

Ther e are wot!len ,rho ha ve helped us a very great deal in the 

01·2,an :i.zat ion of the party , but they had to · do so clandestinely . That is why 

we a ::::-e ask~Lng :i:'or univer sal adult suff' rac;e. I asked the Genera l Assembly f o r 

it when I wa s here in Septembe r; it is not just a thing of today . 1rhis is not 

the first time I have asked f or it, · but UHi,R has not had time t o complete its 

orc;anization. 

The PRESIDENT: The Council will reconvene at 8 .30 this evening when 

we shall cont inue with the quest ioning of the petitioner. I have another 

speaker on my list. Thereafter, i f t he members are so inclined and we have 

the t j_me, we shall resume the questioning of the Special Rep1'esentative in the 

economic, social and educational fields. 

their readiness j_n this connexion. 

Two representatives have indicated 

Finally, we shall have only one mee t i n c: tomorrow, in the mor nin2;, so that 

representatives may b e enabled to prepare t heir statements f or the 2,enere.l 

debate. We hope that we shall be able t o f inish the ·quest ion i ns of the 

Spec j_al Repre sentat i ve, of course, but ~here will be only one meeting tomoi"row, 

which will be in the morning at 10.30. 

a0 reement of the Council. 

I hope that this meets with the 

M1·. HOOD (Australia); We have no wish, of course, to see any 

interruption in the important top i c at p1·esent before t he Council, but might 

I ask , fo r t he sake of the convenience of ray delegation, when you, sir, mi,2,ht 
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• (Mr, Hood, Austre.lia) 

, expect the Council to return · to the p:cesent outstanding. consideration of the 

Territory of New Gu:i.nea. We have the Special Representative, who is at the 

se1·vice of the Council and is still waitin; in New York -- not that his presence is 

indispensable from t the point of view of the Council, but from the point of view 

of the convenience of the 9-elec;ations it is desirable. MiGht I ask when 

we should expect to return to this particular item of New Guinea and conclude it? 

The rep8rt of the Drafting Committee, of course, . has been be:Core the 

Council members for several days and possibly one meetinc; uould be sufficient 

to dispose of this particular item and at least clear that out of the way. 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kinc;dom): I understand very clearly the 

anxiety of the representative of Australia, At the same time, there is a 

certain indispensable sort of tenor of the discussion of Ruanda-Urundi and 

I thinl~ that the most urgent thine,; is to finish the period of questioning. 

When membe:cs have finished, then they could be given some time to prepare 

their speeches and have the general debate. There will then be a gap, . 

I suppose, between the end of the general debate and the statements by the 

representative of .Bel;;iuro and the Special Representative, which it is necessary 

to he.ve in order to enable the Secretariat to p1·epare the material for the 

Drafting Committee; and that, I think, is the most urgent thine; of all in 

fr-:int of us at the moment, 

Could the Council not be told that the utmost priority will be t,iven to 

the New Guinea draft,compatible with that necessity, over Ruanda-Urundi? In 

other words, it will have priority over everything else, including, I imac;ine, 

Tanc:;anyilca, althou3h ·that will cause us some inconvenience, but we recognize 

that i-1.ustralia has priority because that delegation has been waiting a long 

time. I hope that the first priority can be given to the discussion of 

Ruanda-Urundi because,otherwise, we may e,;et into c;;reat difficulties. 



r-M/en T/PV.1120 
88 

The PRESIDENT : I think that the representative of the United Kingdom, 

iTith his usual lucidity, has stated our case. I was just a.bout to say the 

same thin:; hecause I think that Ruanda-urundi has a certain priority. As 

soon as :possible ue shall take up the repo~t on Hew Guinea e.nd then, of course, 

proceed with al] the other items. 

representative or Australia? 

Mr. HOOD (Australia): 

Does that answer the question of the 

That is exactly what I imnted to elicit from 

the Chair. If possible, could we be siven some indication of the time-table 

in this matter? 

Friday? · 

Could we reckon perhaps on Thursday, 23 June, or indeed 

The PRESIDENT: The Council Secretary has just said tbat it could be 

on Friday afternoon, 24 June. 

i0u:. KOSCZIUSKO-MORIZET (France) ( interpretation from French): It 

miG;ht be helpful if, tomorrow or the day after, the Secretariat furnished us 

with an approximate calendar of our work up to the end of this session on the 

hypothesis th2.t the session would end on time, namely, )0 June. 

As far as the nic;ht meeting is concerned, I am not opposed to any . night 

meeting -- I am even prepared for night meetin3s every eveninc,;, if necessary, 

to enable us to finish on time, but I am a bit surprised at havin:; a meeting 

tonight when there will be no meeting tomorrow afternoon. There may be reasons 

external to the Counc:i.l which justify this schedule, but I am rathe1· astonished 

that we have to come here tonight and are to be granted a recess tomorrow afternoon. 

The PRES IDEN'l' : The purpose of this is to enable representatives to 

get their work done and dj_spose of a c;reat deal of the business which we have 

on our hands. I believe that it is much easier to have the petitioner before 

us, for instance, this afternoon ·and tonic;ht and then to reconvene tomorrow 

morning and to have the whole afternoon for our work. 
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Mr.K03CZIUSK0-IV:0RIZET (France) (interpretation :from French): Despite 

the President's 5.rJumentation, I cannot s2.y that I am fully convinced, but 

I shall n::it oppose the proposal if it is the will of the Council. 

'l1he PRESIDENT : '.1.'hen the Council ,rill meet aga in at 8.50 p.m. 

The meetinc r ose at 6.15 p.m. 




