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AGENDA ITEMS Ug and 14

EXAMINATION OF CONDITIONS IN THE TRUST TERRITORY OF WESTERY SAMOA:

(2) ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY FOR TLE YEAR LIDIL
30 JUIE 1960 (T/157); T/L.1015);

(b) REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS PLEDISCITE COMIISSIONER FOR WESTERN SAMOA
(GENERAL ASSEFBLY RESOLUTION 1569 (%v){1r/1564 and Add.1) (continued)

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Rifai, Unitcd Notions Comnissioner

for the Plebiscite in Western Samoa and Mr. Wrightt, Special Representative,

took places at the Trusteechip Council table.

kir. BIADKAMKAR (India): Having heard the statements in o foir

amount of detail from the representative of llew Zeuland, the Special Representative

and also from the Commissioner for the Pilebiscite, our collceguc Mr. Rifai,
I feel we have come to a point where we can proceed on the 1iNcs of essuming
that the action that the United Nations has endeavoured to complete and hope
for is very much on its way. - In line with that thought, it is with great
pleasure that my delegation +takes the floor this afternoon; and in appreciation
of the accomplishment of the United Nations mission in helping those who are
struggling for freedom and independence, I congratulate all thoce who have
been concerned vith this task. I am informed that the people of Western Scmoa
are probably the largest group of Polynesians, barring the lMauri people
of New Zealand, and they are very much now on their way to becoming the first
independent Polynesian State in this century. I have to say "in this century”
because I understand that some time ago -- 2 long time ago -- they were an
independent entity. For historical reasons, they lost that independence, and
vwhat we are really concerned with is in a manner -- so to speck -- to restore
to them the independence that they did enjoy a long time ago.

I do not think that I need to go into this history even for formal
purposes -- the history of the Territory is well known; it is qll on record.
I shall merely say that it gives my delegation very great pleasure to

be associated with a situation like this, and I believe that this Council will be
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faced with sinilor happy situetions-in the near future .and it is our wish --
as I hope of every member of the Council -- that at the earliest pozsivle
date we will arrive at o point where the Council can dissolve itself, having
no more Trust Territories to deal with.

The Western Sowoan people will regain their irndependence,after a long period,
on 1 January 1902, and ve heartily congratulate them on the verdict that they
have given themselves in the recent plebiscite, which was recommended by
General Assembly resslution 1562 (XV).

Our colleague, Iir. Rifai, nas given us 2 detailed report -- apart from the
statement -- describing tue probleaws that he was confronted with, the manner
in vhich ke was cble to orgenize and conduct the plebiscite, and the extremely
satisfactory results that were recched. I think it would be guite in order
for me to extend our wvery special congratulations to him on an extremely, shall
ve say, difficult tesk very well done.

The Commissioner for the Plebiscite cnd his steff have certainly carried
out their onecrous tosii with energy and devotion, and if sone of the photographs
that I have seen are to be believed, I would say even with affection. Tor this
sort of work I think you need thaot sense, that sense of purpose, of feeling
foxr the people with whom you are concerned, beccuse o plebiscite is, of course,
a very dry thing; but its conduct and the results that are achieved from it
involve, in a very grect way, human problems and humen aspirations. We all
know, in great detail, how the plebiscite was conducted. I should merely
lilke to refer to o few things, sucih as the distribution of boolillets contoining
the surmary of the Constitution, approved by the Constitutionsl Convention last
year, October 1260, the registrotion on the basis of universal franchise of ell
Semoans qualificd to vote, and by the declarction of those who were not acble to
register by the prescrited time-limit, the porticipation in the plebiscite of
those Samocns who had registered but were not present physiczlly in Western
Samoa -~ that is those vho were awey in llew Zealand ot the time of the plebiscite --
and certain other methods cdopted to malke the purposes of the plebiscite more
familier to the people, . such as continual broadecasting of the questions on which
all the a2ilt Soxoen citizens were cdvised to express their opinion as to whether
they approved the Constitution end wished Western Somoa to be independent on

1 Jonuery 1.02. All these notters and the various problems solved in a
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very able manner by the Plebiscite Cormissioner prove to us how ably
this plebiscite has been conducted and with what great satisfaction we receive

its results.
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We also commend the valuable co-operation extended by the Government of
Western Semoa and, most particularly, the very enlightened assistance given by
the Administering Authority. The completion of this task has talen the United
Hations oﬁé step forward towards its objective.

The Commisgioner has reported that the plebiscite was fair, impartial and,-
if I am not mlstaken, a certain novelty was introduced in the fact that the’
ballotulng was neld in complete secrecy. The official results show us that over
86 per cent of the estimated number of eligible voters, on the basis of universal
adult suffrage, pgrticlpated in the plebiscite. Eighty-three per cent of the
total vote cest approved the Constitution which, incidentally, does not. provide
for gniversal adult suffrage but which, on the system of tradition and custom,
has-ﬁ slightly different basis for. the suffrage as approved in the Constitution.
However, the Constitution itself has been approved by universal adult suffrage.

We also understand that 15 rer cent voted against it, which is, again, as noted -
this-morning'by the Special Representative, an indication that those who did not

approve of the Ccnstitution were under no duress or pressure not to express their
view, : ‘ W ) _ .

Seventy-nine per cent voted in the affirmative for the question as to
whether they agreed that on 1 January. 1962 Vestern Samoa- should become an
independent State on the basis of the above-mentioned Constitution. Again,

15.5 per cent votéd in the- negative. Ve are informed that no ballot-was declared
invalid 1if only one-of thé_tvp questions was answered. On the first question
only 4 per cent of the ballots were set aside as informal, which, I understand,
also meané invalid, and only 7.5 per cent, in the case of the second question. -

The Cozmissionef infcrms us that oblique notification of the result-was:
declared on 24 Hﬁy 1961 and that no petition fo;;inquiry concerning any corrupt
or 1llegal practice thét might have taken place in any polling district was:
submitted within the period laid down in the plebiscite order. Ve should therefore
be extremely haép& with the result of the pleblscite and with the manner in
which it was conducted. :

The Plebiscite Ccmmissioner has also not stated that any sizeable group or
body of public opinion in Western Samoa boycotted the plebiscite. He has declared -
the plebiscite as ccmpletely fair and impartial and I should like to say, for my
delegation, that the young people of these islands -- we are referring to those
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who are going to make the green stick for breaking down the old breadfruit =--
_have shown by their exercise of universal adult franchise on this §cry importarnt
question of the people's future that they are capable of looking after their
effairs and of realizing their destiny in dignity and peace. :

Problems they will certainly have. I think all nations, big or.small; have
them, but we have been assured by the Administering Autherity and, very correctlyl
on behalf of the United Nations, by the Plebiscite Commissioner that all help
which this new nation will require will, to the greatest ability of those who
are concerned -- namely, the Administering Authority and the United Nations --

I am sure, be gilven.

Along with the Plebiscite Commission our delegation would express the hope ==
as, indeed, it has done on various occasions in the past, in this Council &nd in
the General Assembly =-- that the exercise of universal adult suffrage by the
people of Vestern Samoca will be realized in due course towards which the conduct
of this plebiscite may well show the way.

Once again we congratulate the people of Western Samca and this Council on
this happy occasion and commend heartily the Plebiscite Commissioner and the
Administering Authority on the results that have been obtained. -

As is appropriate on such occasions, on this cccasion when the people of
Western Samoa have come a long way on the road to self-government thrcugh'their
efforts, to help usher in their period of independence, my delegation would
Jjoin with the delegations of Burma, Bolivia and the United Kingdom in introducing
a small formal resolution to which the Council is no doubt éccustcmed endorsing
the result of the plebiscite and reccrrending to the General Assembly the
termination of the Trusteeship Agreement on 1 January 1962 when ﬁestern Samoa
will become independent, and expressing the hope that by then all arrangements
for a smooth and complete transfer of power from the Administering Authority to
the representatives of the Western Samoan people will have been made.

fle have also heard this morning that all these objectives are entirely
within reach because the Administering Authority ltself has undertaken to
introduce appropriate legislation in its own Parliament to bring this about in

a correct and formal manner.
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The draft resolution is based primarily on an older pattern. 1 think the
last exsmple upon_which ve based it is the Council's resolution on tre Canmeroons.

Copies have been circulated, I believe, and I should merely like, formally, to
read it out. It says: ‘

"The Trusteeship Council,

"Recalling General Assembly resolution 1569 (XV) of 18 December 1960,
"Having examined the report of the United Nations Commissioner for
the supervision of the_plebiscite in Vestern Samca, held on © May,l96l,
"1, Expresses its high appreciation of the work of the United
Nations Plebiscite Commissioner and his staff and the co-operation he
recelved from the Administering Authority, the Government and .the
people of Vestern Samoa;
"2, Takes note, with satisfaction, of the results of the
blebiscite that v :
"(a) the people of Yestern Samoa have, by an overwhelming
majority, expressed their agreement with the Constitution
-for an independent Vlestern Samoa adopted by the-Constitubtional
Convention on 28 October 19€0; and
"(b) that the reople of Western Samoa have agreed by an
. overwnelming majority, that on 1 January 1962 Western Samoa
should become an independent State on the basis of that
-.. Constitution; .
"3. Transmits to the General Assembly for consideration at the
-sixteenth regular session the report of the Plebiscite Commissioner and
the record of the Council's discussion with the recommendation that the S
General Asseably, taking into account the wishes of the people of Western
Samoa as expressed in the plebiscite, decide, in agreement with the
. Adninistering Authority, to terminate on 1 January 1962, when the Trust'
Territory will become independent, the Trusteeship Agreement approved by
the General Assembly on 135 December 1946, in accordance with. Article 76 (b)
of the Charter of the United Nations." . (T/L.1018).
.~ I hope -that this draft resolution which, we are informed, is  the appropriate
manner in which to bring this guestion to a satisfactory conclusion, will have

the support of all members of the Council.
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Mr. KIANG (China): May I say at once hov grateful we are to the
representative of New Zealand and to the High Commissioner of Western Sanca
for the very informative statements we heard this morning. From their statements
we come to learn more about the feelings of the people and the problems of
Western Samoa as the bacliground of the recent plebiscite.

This way be the last time the Council is dealing vith Western Samca. Do -

I also understand that after his stotement of today, the representative of New
Zealand will leave us and enter his new career and also his new happy lile? IMay
I give him our very best wishes.

My delegation would like to express its warm appreciation to the United
Netions Plebiscite Commissloner, Dr. Rifai, for the excellent work that he has
done in the United Nations supervision of the plebiscite held in the Trust
Territory of Western Samoa.

It is most gratifying to hear, as we did this morning, from the United RNations
Coumissioner that the plebiscite was conducted with the utmost impartiality and
complete freedom, for which much credit should go to the Plebiscite edministrators
for their able guidance in the organization and conduct of the plebiscite. It is
indeed a hopeful augury, as said by the United Nations Ccmmissioner in his report,
that a large number of both titled and untitled men went to the polls to exercise,
for the first time, universal adult suffrocge. The active participation of the
women voters in the plebiscite is, of course, most encouraging. I am sure tne
champions of the rights of women, notably the President of our Council himselrf,
must ind this most heartening.

Through this plebiscite the Samoan people as a whole have expressed fully
their uvishes for independence and in regard to the constitution. Western Samoa
is novw ready to take its rightful place in the international community as a
sovereign, independent State. In this great achievement both Western Samca
and New Zealand can certainly talte full pride. I think I do not have to emphasize
too strbngly that behind this great achievement stand the selfless worlk of the
leaders of the Samoan people and the zenerous assistance and the wise guidance
given by the Government of New Zealand. In these days of interdependence the
people of Western Samoa who have the keen association and friendship of long standing
with the people of Nlew Zealand must be happy to know that after its independence

Western Samoa will continue to enjoy such co-operation and assistance as it
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desires from its great-filend, New Zealand. Indeed, the partnership of Vestern
Samoa and New Zealand is an admirable exauple.

In the course of his lucid statement this morning, the .rspresentative -
of New Zezland alluded to the deep-rooted traditions and the. social system of
Western Samoa. I must say that I am very much impressed by what he said in this
respect. Indeed, ve must recognize the fact that the Samcan people are living
within a unique, customary socio-political system of their own which is, of course,
not all free from the impact of developments from outside Western Samoa. We are
coniident that the people and the institutions of Western Samoa will be able to-
meet the challenges of the wmodern world.

New Zealand has once again expressed its readiness to render its assistance
to the Samcan people, especially in the field of econowic advancement. I think
all free nations will agree that the international community is grateful to
llew Zealand ror the assictance that it will continue to give to Western Samoa
after independence.

-The Government of Chira wishes to extend its warmest congratulations to. the
people of Western Bamoa upon the attainment of independence. Wo wish the people
of the first independent Polyanesian State unbounded happiness and prosperity.

iy delegation shall be very glad to vote. for the draft resolution just

introduced by wy I{riend, the representative oi India.-

Sir Hugh FCOT (United lingdom): . I would merely wish to add a few words of .

congratulation. I should like, first of all, to convey my sincere congratulations
to the distinguished Commissioner. I congratulate himon the conciseness and
completeness of“his report,. for the care and thoroughness of. his work:and the
spectacular suécess of his task. If I may also, say so, I thought that his
speéch to us toeday was a model of clarity, convincing eloguence. = I:listened
to him today malie & speech in English; I hope that I may one day have the
privilege of hearing him speak in Arabic, a language which, I am sure he will agree,
in beauty and in preciseness and in rhetorical range is certainly second to none.

I wish also to convey my congratulations to the distinguished representative
of New Zealand and the distinguished Special. Representative who have given us

today a fascinating account of the practical steps talien over a number of years
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to bring about the happy result of vhich we are informed tcday. They know very
well that the future prosperity and happiness of this Territory will dzpend not
so much on the act to be carried out on the first of January next, but on

the work which has been done in full association with the people of th

over past years. I warmly congratulate them not only on the worl: which has been
done but also on the very thorough and interesting account which they have given
us of that work today.

The practical steps to independence are so important. Auwongst those of us
who believe in independence there is sometimes a difference of opinion between
those who wish to get it quicik and those who are more interested in getting it
right. I think I would classify nmyself among the enthusiasts of the first
category. But there are realists who remind us that it is Jjust as important
to get it right as to get it quick and the practical work to which our attention
hac been drawn by the speeches from the representative of lNew Zealand and
the Special Representative indicate to us today how much thorough, painstaking,
thoughtful, imaginative work has been undertalen in past years to bring about
the result which we see today.

The representative of India refers to the happy occasions. He means, of
course, the occasions when the worlk of this Trusteeship Council and of the
Administering Authorities is brought to fruition. I, myself, have had the
privilege within the last year of attending two, for me, particularly happy
occasions: ‘the smallest and the largest colonial territory of the British
Cormmonwesalth to achieve independence. And I was privileged to be present On
the happy occasicns,first of all in Cyprus, the smallest colonial territory
ever to reach independence within the British Commonwealth and then, within the
next Tew months, to attend the celebration of independence in that great country
of Nigeria, the largest colonial territory of the British Commonwealth ever to

achieve independence.
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Therefore, as tlese happy occa510ns g0 forward -- and we hope-later in our
dellbelatlons today to note the progress made in the great territory of
Tanganyika towards tue purpose 1n whlcn we all belleve -- we can particularly
take pleasure in tne fact that the last report is being made by the Admrnlsterrng
Authorlty on the Territory of Western Samoa.

It is with very great pleasure that I have the honour of associating my -

delegation with the draft resolution which has been put forward.

Mr. SoTado LOPEZ (Paraguay) (1nterpretat on from Spanish): On 9 May

of this year, bj means of a Pleviscite held in absoluue freedom and with the
furlest impartiality, tne people of Western Samoa chose thelr own destiny, that.
is to say to becomes a free 1ndependent and soverelgn SLate as, of 1 January 1962.

rev steps remain to be taken for the fulpllment of thls obgectlve and one .
of these is the decision that has to be taken oy the Coanc1l as a result of the
terms ol the General Assembly reuolutlon.

My delegatlon will vote in favour of = 1e joint draft resolutron (T/L lOlc)
submltted by Bollv1a, Burina, India and the United Klngdom and will do so warmly
and with great satisfaction,. On thls occasion we want very warmly to
congréfuiate the:people of Western Samoa as well as the people and Government .
of HNew Zealand for fulfilling their task of administering the Territory, this .
"enture of guldlng this people to independence. | _

To Mr. eral, the distinguished United Nations Commissioner, I wish %o
express tne 51arere trlbute of my deleoatlon for the brllllanu manner, tbe v
talent and de»otlod w1th which he has carrled out the m1081on entrusted to hlm.
In this connexion, I should like to say tqab this mornlng, when Mr. Rifail
submitted his reporf on the pleb1301te, he reminded us that whlle he was in ther.
Territory he vas Guesuloned regardlntr the help that the United Natlons mlvnt
give to Western Samoa when ‘this Territory achieved independence, and tnat hev
had replled bearlng in mind the splrit prevalllng in the Coun01l and 1n the
General Assemoly' that ‘he dld not have the least doubt that tﬂat help would be
rorthcomlng at all tlmes.

My delegatlon w1ll always be prepared to support by 1ts vote any request
for aSS1stance, both in the financial and technlcal flelds, from any country,

such as Western Samoa, that acnieves 1ndependence.

-
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Mrs KOSC7IUSKO-MORIZET (Frauce) (interpretation from French): The

situation in Western Samoa seems to us to be transparently clear, The details
Turnished this morning enaeble us to grasp the present situation com,l:telﬁ, ag
well as the future prospzcts Ffor this Territory. The plebiscite was most
happily carried out, Thosz of us who for meny years have been closely
acquainted with our colleague, Mr. Rifai, can scarcely be astonished at this
outcome. The people have spoken -- and as expected. le took part in the
1959 Visiting Mission and we knew full well thét no other course could be
expected. That wise, lucid people, with the assistance of New Zealand, is
Pbreparing to assume conmplete responsibility, and we congratulate that people
warmly. We shall thevefore vote very willingly Tor the joint draft resolution
before the Council.

On this draft resolution, however, we have two comments to meke.  The
first relates to operative paragraph 1. Naturally, we quitevagree that we
should express our thanks to the United Nations FPlebiscite Commissioners The
second part of the paragraph, "and the co-operation he received rrom the
Administering Authority, the Government and the people of Western Samoa", does
not seem quite so essential, and I shall spell out the reasons why; _

Though we should congratulete the Administering Authority and the people
of Western Samoa, we should congratulate tihem fer the way in which they have
advanced towards independence and not for co-cperating with the Plebiscite
Commissioner, for surely, so far as the Administering Authority wes concerned,
such co—operation.was vouchsaled beforehand and went without sayinge These
expressions of thanks to the people of Western Samoa are perhaps not quite
| adequate. It seems to me that we should éither end the paragraph after
"and his staff", or leave it to the Generasl Assembly to congratulate the
Administering Authority and the peoplé of Western Samoa or &e sinould have
another paragraph congratulating the Administering Authority and the people of
Western Samca, not for having co-operated with the Plebiscite Commissioner but
for having carried out this evolution towards independence, for then the
congratulations would be meaningful and worthy of the object tc which they would
apply. This is simply a comment which I would make to the sponsors of the
draft resolution. |

Now let me turn to operative baragraph 2 vhich begins: '"Takes note, with

satisfaction, of the results of the plebiscite".
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It seems to me that we cannot take note with satisfaction of the results
of the plebiscite. We can take note with éatisfaction of thé happy fulfilment
of independence, of the evolﬁtion towards inﬂepnndénce and of the co-operation
thereafter which will be provided by New Zealand. But these results are facts
wiiich we must note. If the results had been dlfferent we should have had
no reason to pass value Judgements on the wishes ;ree]y expressed by the people
of VWestera Seamoa. le should not intervene in the affairs of that people by
Judging whether or not they were right to take the decision which they did.

These are a few brief comments regarding the Jjoint draft resolution but,
as I said before, we are quite prepared to vote in favOuf of it.

Mr. BINGHAM (United States of America): I take the greatest pleasure
in associating myself with the remarks that have been made here today.on.the
subject of the complex and remarkable achievemeﬁt in Western Saﬁoa.. It is-a
complex achievement because it represents the co;operativé effort of é great
many  pecple over a considerable period of time. - .

My delegation has the greatest pleasure in extending its congratulations
first ol all to the people and theé Government of Uestgrﬁ Samoa for this N
culmination of the elTorts over a number_of_years to develop seif-governmeat,
and now-to take the step to independence. Oﬁr'congratulations O no less warmly
to the rep”esmntatives'op'the'Admihisféring Authoriﬁy here present, who gave us
such an interesting and complete presentation of the picture todsy; certainly,
the Government and the representatives of New Zealand deserve all our thanks
and apprecistion for the work they have done over the years in contributing
to this happy result. And I em sure that they have also the thanks and

appreziation nf the people of Yestern Samoa.
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We, too, would like to extend our congratulations and thanks to the
distinguished plebiscite commiSsionef and the staff which assisted hin. Ve
vere impressed, as wvere others, Ly the conciseness and clarity of his report
today. I had only one fault to find with it, and that is that he was overly
modest in presenting the part that he played particularly as I learned through
other sources in stimnlating interest in Wesfern Samoa and in stimulating the
greatest possible participation in the plebiscite that occurred.

I an particﬁlarly happy in expressing these various remarks of
congratulations and thanks because we have a special interest in this area.

In making these remariis I have been spealking, not only on behalf of the people
of the United States, the continental United States, but also of the people

of American Samoa who are close neighbtours -- many of them relatives ofthe
peopie in Western Samoa -~ and I know from a recent visit there hov greatly
interested they have been in the events in Western Samoa; and I Lnow that they,
as do the people of the cohtinental United States, wish the greatest happiness
and success to the pecple of Western Samoa and the Goverament of Western Samoa
as they go forward toward complete independence next year and ve look forward
to their great achievements in the years to come in that connexion.

We dre indeed happy to support the resolution that has been presented.

I would say that I think the comments made by the distinguished representative

of France are worthy of the attention of the co-sponsors.

Mr. MINYAWI (United Arab Republic): My delegation does not wish to take
up much of the Council's time ﬁt this stage. We simply wish tq state that we
are gratified today to listen to a compatriot who was cutrusted by tue
General Assembly to supervise the plebiscite which was held recently in Western
Samoa, present his report on the plebiscite to the Trusteeship Council.

It is with a feeling of pride that we welcome that report.

We wish to express our satisfaction that all went well and that the people
of Samoa have decided thelr future in complete freedom and that the plebiscite
vas conducted with the utmost impartiality. In conformity with Article 76 b
of the Charter, the Samoan people have chosen to become independent as of
1 January 1962 on the basis of the constitution which was adopted by the

constitutional convention of 28 October 1960.
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I believe that it is our duty now to taoke note of their wish and recommend

the General Assembly to take appropriate action on the basis of the repdrt which
vas subnitted today.. |
I wish,.finally, to seize this opportunity to offer our congrétulations

A

the pecople of Vestern Semoa on the high sense of responsibility which they

beor> ghowm, ond on the result vhich, thenks primarily to their own efforts, vas
ecaneved. - : ' '

I wish also to pay tribute to the constructive role which was played by

m N

= Mwdnistering suthority in leading this Territory to the ultimate obJectiﬁe
wieh Is enshrined.in our Charter. .

s
wrd

«iw delczation is bhappy “c stcte that we shall support'the draft'resolutién
which has been submitted by the delegation of Folivia, Burma, Indiz and the -
United Kingdom.

+ir. HCOD (fustraling: In rony veys by cireumstence the Trusteeship

Council, &t its present sessicna, has had oceasion to devote its attention in
the main to Territories within the Pacific Ocean region.

TTm e
- 'u,

we have in the form of the draft resolution before us the penultimate
#t2. 2 in tkhe development under the supervision of this Council of one of those
Tesritorics towerds its indepeandence. The resolution in itself is not the
final aet; the final act lics with the General Assembly of the United Nations,
as is properly stated in paragraph 3 of the draft resolution.

Hovever, the Trustceship Council is empovered to meke its recommendation
and this it does within the terms of the proposed resolution. I think it
proper to say, spcoking as & meuber of a delegation which has been closely
interested in the progress of Vestern Samoa through geographical propinquity
and through the close reclations that we indeed maintain with the hitherto
fdministering ﬂd%horityj that we would like to give & special, cordial welcome
to the fact expressced in the dralt resolution, namely the achievement of
independence by the people ol VWestern Samoa.,

I wzll recell, over a period of years, hearing and paying attention to the
many thovough and deteiled reports vhich the Administering Authority, New Zealand,

presented to this Couneil covering its edministration of the Territory.
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I think, without seeking elaborate terms, it may well be said that we have

here a classic case of the succegs of the Trusteeship System, and we have here
in the form of the proposed resolution really the justification of the existence
of the Trusteeship Council and of the epparatus of the Trusteeship System.

My delegation will cordially support the adoption of the draft resolution.

U AUNG THALT (Burma): The Trust Territory of Western Samoa will

emerge as an independent State a few months from now. On this occasion, may
I be permitted to express the pleasant sentiments surging in my heart.

The Territory of Western Samoa is one of the few territories vhere the
march towards the goal of independence has taken place smoothly, steadily and
surely. My delegation is extremely pleased to have been associated, even it
in some small way, as a member of the Trusteeship Council, with the endeavours
in bringing the Territory of Western Samoa to its final goal of independence.
liy delegation deems it a very great privilege to be one of the co-sponsors of
the drafs résolution contained in document T/L.1018, wvhich has been presented

very ably by the distinguished representative of India.
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On behalf of my.delegation, I should like to-extend our decpest: appreciation
1o the representative of the United Arab Republie for the excellent work he has
done as the rleblscite Cormuiissioner, o M 2

Liy delegation would also like to congratulate most warnly the-Administering
Authority and the people of the Territory on their achievements..

It 1s trite to scy that independence is not a cause but a condition for
econonic welfare. 1y delegation is confident that the need for economlc and
technical as sistance on the part of -the independent State of Wcstcrn Samca will.:
,!contane to receive ﬁhe gtteatlon of tae Coverannent of Hew Zecaland and also 0f the
;authorlule concerned of the Unlted Watlons. :

dy delegntlon, once again, would like to extend its warmest congratulations
to the Aduinistering Autherity and, in conclusion, I should like to wish the

people of Vestern Samoa a happy and prosperous future.

.. SALALAICA (Bolivia) {(interpretation from Spanigh): .iiy delegation,.
together with the delegatians .of Burma, Indie .and the United Kingdom, has
subnitted the draft resolution contained in document T/L.1018, which is at present

under debate. Before speaking to the draft resolution which was, as.a matter of
fact,'very ciegriy:intrdduced_by ;hexpéppgsen;ativé of India, I should like to -
.join in the ;ongratulﬁfions:which.have.been-extended toufheaﬁdministering.Authority
and to the Cown1531oner, nr. Rifai, an eypert by DOW'in ‘the United Natipns and -
a represcntatlve who has becn iztkea with a deep sense of responsibility in .
discharging this as well as any other work he has discharpged in the United Nations.
Western Sﬁmoa iu one more Trust Territory which, in a short: time, wzll no longer
come under the Puperui“ion and conbrol of the Trusteeship Counc;l. This Trust
Terrltory hes for many years, enaoyed a very fruitful relatlonship with the -
'Aominl terlns Lt horlty. We express. the hope that in the future it.will be-
posslble to develcp this new polltical entity and to follow an easy -course to -
that end, so that flnally ve may achleve the ultimete goals of this System
as ccntained 1n ,he resolution adopted by the General Assembly last year,

| There .a¥e many. former territories which have become nations and which, .-
therefore, no lon”cr come wlthin the purview of the.Trusteeship Council.
Certainly, Heste;n.Samoa wil% not be the last such territory.
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'In concluding, I should like to address myself to the represcntative of
France and say that although I did not hear his proposcd amendments
personally, I -- just as the other co-sponsors of the draft resolution -- would
be prepared to view his prchosed changes with favour since we are sure that

these would be constructive amendments.

lir. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socielist Republics) (interpretation from
Russicn): * A% this morning's meeting, the United Keticns Cemmicsiczer for
the Plcbiscite in Vestern Sawmoa and the Speciel Represcntative of the Administering
Authority ronde staotements in coanexion with which, it scens to us, . this would
be the right time to raise some of the auestions thet our dclcgation has in mind in
regard to the debate on this point.

At the present time, the necessary measures must be taken to cnsure the
transfer of power to the Samoan people so that, on 1 January 1962, a truly
independent and sovereign State will be established in Western Samca. In
connexion with this, we should like to ask of the representativefor Western Samoa
what the present situation is in regord to the transfer of ccotrol of the Bank
of Western Semoa. In the past, as we know, all transactions and operations, as
well as complcte control, in comnexion vith this Bank was exercised in New Zealand.

Ve should like to know whether all powers in connexion with the Bank were
transferred to the Samoan people and, if this has not yet been done, when it will

be done and how.

. i, WRICHT (Special Representative): In answer to the question of
the representative of the Soviet Union, I think that I could do no better than
to refer to the answer given vhen this question was raised in the General Assembly -e
the answer was given by the Prime iiinister of Western Samoa in his final speech,
I will quote from that speech. This is what the Prime liinister of VWestern Samca,
the Honourable Fiame, said:
- "The distinguished representati?e of the Soviet Union referred in his
speech to the Bank of Western Samoa. He pointed out that the Bank of
New Zealand at present holds a majority of the Bank's shares. This '
arrangement was made as & transitional one only. I should like to point

out that the Bank was established under WVestern Samoen legislation. 1Its
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constitution can therefore be changed at any time by the Legislative

Assenbly of Western Samoa.” ; - S B

That is still the position. The Bank of Vestern Samoa is set'up. by an
ordinance of the Legislative Assenbly of Western Samoa. The Legislative Assenbly
of Vestern Samoa, after independence, at any time will be able to awend the
Bank of Vestern Samoa Ordinance and assume full powers over ‘the Bank. -~

I think that is about 2ll I con say in answer to that question, that the
decision as to when Samoa takes full control of the Bank of Western Samwoa

is entirely in its ovwn hands.

ir. OBEREIKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation froin-

Russian): We should like to know what is the dc facto situation at the present
time; in other words, vhat percentege of the shares of. this Bank belong to Samoans
and vhat percentege is in the hands of liew Zealanders? - How many Samoans occupy
erxecutive posts in the Bank and how meny executives are lew Zealanders '

who preside over the administration of the Bank?

iz WRIGHT (Special Representative):. At the moment, the capital of -
the Bank of llew Zezlend is held in. the.followving proportions: - 55.per . cent is -
held by the Bonk of New Zecland; and L5 per cent is held by the Government of
llestern Samoa. On the Board of Directors of the Bank of New Zealand there are,

at the moment, two Samoans --. the Honoureble Tamascse and. the Honourable Fonoti.
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Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist. Republics) (interpretation

from Russian): It seems to me that a clear answer has been given. to the

first part of our question, and perhaps the Special Representative could
conplete his answver. He said that there were two Samoans en the Board of
Directors of the Bank. We ghould lilke to know how many New Zealanders there are
and vho is the Chairman of the Board of Firectors of the Bank.

lir. WRIGHT (Special Representative): There are three lNew Zealanders
on the Board ‘of Directors of the Bank of New Zealand and the Chairman of, the
Board of Directors is a Hew Zealander, who is also Chairman of the Bank of

New Zealand.

lir. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation

from Russian): In connexion with the data Jjust riven us on this particular
point -- that is the status of the Bank of Western Samoa -- we should like

to call atitention to the fact that at the present time the Iéading posts in

the Bank are held by the Bank of New Zealand. e should like to know whether
the Administering Authority intends, before the proclamation of the independence
of Western Samoa, that is before 1 January 1,02, to take the initiative of

handing over complete control of the Bank to the Government of Samoa.

Fr. QUEUTIN-DPAXTER (New Zealand): DMr. Chairmen, I think theat that

is properly a question for me to answer. The New Zealand Government's position
in this matter would be that it is entirely for the Govermment of Western Samoa
to reach its own decisions on this point. We feel that we have fulfilled

our duty in the matter in asguring ourselves that the Govermment of Western Samoa,
and particularly its Prime Minister, understand the position fully and are in

a position to judge whether and for how long it is to their advantage that the
present position should be maintained. One can understand that there are
certain advantages in using the expertise and the direction of a larger and
more well-established banliing concern. However, it certainly is the position
that the Bank of Western Samoa is subject to Western Samoan legislation solely,
that it is within the power of the competent authorities in Western Samoa to

change that position by lesislation or, indeed, to vary the shareholdings in the



en; o S D/PVLLLGh
37

(Mr. Cuentin-Baxter, Hew Zealand)
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Danl; 1t would require no nore than a purchase of £0,000 woxrth of shares

by the Government of Veuuer“ Swmoa to alter the holdings in the Banl:,  Certainly,
this is not o natter in wnlca the Governmeqt of Hew Zealand would exercise even

the slizhtest Derouas1on to prevent the Samoan authorltleo from doing as they

vished. So far as I xnow, I think it is only that the Vestern Samoan Govermment
is content for the moment thet the present arranﬂement snould stand. lione the less,

as the Prine ilinister of Uestern S“ 0a seid, they regard these arrangements

as transitional and they will review them when they feel that the. time has come
o do so. |

" }ir. OBEREIKO (Uzlou of oov1et bOCl?lLot Pepabllcs) (1nte1pretub13n

frori Russion): In sv1ce of what n s been gald, we should like to be told
vhether before the proclamotion of the independence of Western_Samoa, the .
Administering a”thOilb" intends to twle the 1nit1at1ve of handing full control

of the Banl of Western sQIOu to the Samoan Government. " Ve attachAgredt
importence to this question because it is obv1ous to all the membero of the
Codneil thot control of th° basic economlc organ, even arter proclum“tlon

of political indevendence, v1ll represenu a considerable llmlt ation on sovereignty,
and wve would therefore reouest tu&t 2 i ore01se eLDlan&tlon be piven to us as

to the actual intentions OL the Adhlnlsterlnb Authorlty 1n thls connexion.

jir. “”EJlIh~nAAE R (llew Zealand): The New Zoalﬂnd Govelnment has no

~

further inteations in this metter. It belleves thau it has done its part

in ensuring that the control of the 51tuatlon rests solely with the Govermnent
of Western Sciwa. I do not think there are any circumstances in which the

Pew Zealand Government could take a further initiative; to do so would, in fact,
be contrary to the whole policy that we have followed of giving powers and
dwvﬂretlons to the Government of Western Samoa well ahead of the date of its
independence. Indeed, it rests entirely with the Government of Western Sarwa,
and even in terms of the ultimate control of the Bank, the power is theirs, and
the majority of directors,who are now -lew Zeazlanders remain there only so long
as the Government of VWestern Samoa believes it to be to their advantage that this
should be so.

~
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lir. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socislist Republics) (interpretation
from Russion): I must confess thet on this very fmportant question we have
not received any setisfactory reply from the representative of llew Zealand,
and in proper time we will comment further on this aquestion. For the time being,
we should like to szy that in our opinion the Trusteeship Council, before
adopting ony resolution of a congratulatory nature, should study the matier
most carefully, to see to it that the independence received by Western Samoa
should not ve fictitious indevendence, but should be genuine independence.
Apparently the representative of MNew Zealand cannot give us the names of the
foreigners vho constitutc a majority of the Board of Directors of this bank
We trust that when independence is grented to the Territory, measures will be
taken 850 that control of this vital port of the economic life of the country
will be given over to the Government of Western Samoa. Otherwise, on¢ cannagt
preperly speak of a transfer of power, if control of the Bank continues to be
vested in the hand of New Zealanders.

Qur next question is eddregeed to IMr., Rifai, the United Nations Commissioner
for the Pletiscite in Western Samoa, as well as to the Special Representative
of Ilew Zealand. Possibly, Mr. Rifei will find it possible to reply to this
auestion. Ve should like to know whether the Government of Western.Samoa
intends to request admission to the United lations -- to epply for membership
in the United Hations ~- whether there are any indications to this effect,
Were there any statements made either in favour of being adnitted to the

United Notions or against such admission?
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| Mr. RIFAI (United Nationstommissiéner for the Piebiscite in Western
Saxmoa): As far as I can tell, I'do not recall that I was informed, at any
Juncture, that there was any official decision ‘taken by the Samoan Government in
this regard. -Héwevér; as I stated in my report, -and also as'I. said in. my:. "
statement tocday, several people have addressed this question to me. ' Several
people have said: "iould Western Samoa have the opportunity to be admitted to
the United Nations?" I think the question was put in this way or perhaps they
nay have said: "iill the United Netions admit Western Samoa to its membhership
after inderendence?" As far as I can recall, this was the way in which the

question was put to me, but as I said earlier nothing official has been brought
to my attention in this regard.

Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from

Russian): Perhaps scme additional information on this. question coul? be given
to us by the Specilal Representative.

o Mr. WRIGHT (Specisl Representative): The question of the admission
f-western-Semba to the United llations, or the application by the future '’
independenu Govermment of Western Samca for membership of thé United Nations,
is one whlch is entirely for the bodies concerned to decide, that is, the future
independent State of Western Samoa and the United Nations Organization.

As fer as New Zealand is concerned it has taken ‘the attitude that this is
a metter for the Samoans themselves to decide. The only comment that has been
made to the Samoans is that as a small country they have many problems -- many’
1nternel problens -- to solve themselves, that it would cost a good amount of
money to maintain a permanenu delegation in New York and that it is entirely up
to them to decide this question of priorities -- whether they feel that they .
have theiresdurcee to maintain a permanent delegation to the United Nations in
New Ydrk. It is not only a questlon of financial resources; it i3 a -question of
humen resources and 43 thinh you will have gathered from wy remarks this morning
and those of my colleague that the humen resources of Samoa are going -to be
stretched very thinly and that they asre going to have tremendous tasks to fulfil
in Samoca itself. However, the question of their joining the United HNations

is one for them to consider and decide.
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Mr., OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from

Russian): Our last question relates to the statement made by the representative
of the Administering Authority in rast sessions of the Trusteeship Council,

in rarticular during the twenty-sixth session last year.. I refer to the
stabement made by the representative of New Zealand to the effect that New Zealand
had no intention of placing eny araed forces in the Trust Territory or
establishing military bases there, or introducing VWestern Samoa in any other

way into the pattern of military alliances of which lNew Zealand is a memver at

the present time. Wle should like to ask whether the situation in this respect
remains unchanged and whether the representative of the Administering Autho;ity
can, at the present time, confirm the statement ma@e on this subject last year

by the Administering Authority.

lir. QUENTIN-BAXTER (llew Zealand): I can give that reassurance and

reaffirmation without any qualification at all. .

Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from

Russian): We think that this confiymation and reaffirmation pf the statements

made before the Ccuncil last year will be welccmed very warmly by all of us.

These statements are so important and signfficant that they should be ﬁafticularly

stressed by the Council either in a draft resolution or in a report of the Council.
As to our general observations in connexion with the future of Western Samoa

and the report of the United Nations Commissioner for the Plebiscite, we shall give

these in our statement tocmorrow.

The PRESIDENT: Are there any other representatives who would like
to speak to this item? ' ' '
Since no representatives have indicated that they wishlto speak now, and
since the representative of the Soviet Union would like to make his_general'
statement on Western Samoa tomorrow, 1 take it that the draft resolution which
has been placed before the Council will have to be considered.tomorrow also.
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AGENDA ITEM ka
EXAMINATION OF CONDITIONS IN TEE TRUST TERRITORY OF_RUANDA-URUNDI: ANNUAL REPGRT
OF THE ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR 1959 (T/1552, 1572; T/L.1013;
T/PRT.3/133/Add.1, 136; T/FET.3/L.118-122; T/COM.3/L.50-L.52)(continued)

.iﬁhmgbg Invitation of the President, Mr. Coppens, Srpecial Representative for

Lhe Trust Tcrrit:;y of . -Ruanda-Urundi under Belgian adminiétration, took a place .-
at the Trustezshin Council table.

Mr. CLAFYS BOUUARRT (Belginm)(interpretation from French): In reply .. -

to a question posed at an earlier meeting by the representative of the Soviet .

Union, I wish to make a brief statement in order to give the Council members
the information which I have in this connexion. )

At the outset, let me remind you that there are no political crimes or _
offences, recognized in Ruanda-Urundi. The law inflicts penalties only for actual
offences and does not take into consideration, in any way, the political opinions.
of the offenders. At the request of the United Nations, the Administering
Authority decided. to relax this rule and to give amnesty in connexion with
offences which were committed under the influence of strong political feeling.
during the period extending from 1 October 1959 to 1 April 1961, making an

exception only of certain erimes vhich were considered to be very serious.,
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The first step to take, therefore, was to determine which, during this
period, were the offences which could properly be considered to have been committed
for political reasons. This was the role assumed by the Commission for Political
Amnesty which was composed of three Belgién magistrates. This Cormission
examined slightly over 2,000 cases and among these 128 were considered to fall
in the'category of very grave crimes, thet is crimes not covered by the Amnesty
Law. All the other cases were either offences which were ccpmitted without
political motives or offences coming under the terms of the Amnesty Law. I
would recall in this connexion that several hundred offenders hed already
been released following collective or individual pardons, several hundred more
are at present being released from prison or are ebout to be released. I can
also remind you of the cases which were reviewcd and which have not yet
led to any conviction. I sought to get specific figures relating to these various
cases, but I have not yet obtained them. 1In any case the total figure must be
the difference between less than 2,000 cases, probably approximately 1,500,
and the 128 cases which do not fall under the Amnesty Lew. The last, the 128
cases, aré at present being reviewed by the speciel United Nations Commission.

The Administering Authority will take up in the spirit of resolution 1605 B
the cases submitted to it by the Special Commission with a view to granting" -

a pardon eventually.

The PRESIDENT: Does anyone wish to speak? Since there are no speakers

who would like to speak on Ruanda-Urundi, I take it that the item on our agenda,
namely, Ruanda-Urundi, is concluded.

I give the floor to the representative of the Soviet Union.

Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republies) (interpretation

from Russian): It seems to us that the problem of Ruanda-Urundi is of such a
nature that perhaps it would be advisable to debate it to obtain more complete
information from the Administering Authority and see whether or not the
Adnministering Authority is fulfilling the terms of the General Assembly
resoluticn on this question of Ruanda-Urundi.
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Thus, we would encourage the Administering Authority to deploy every
possible effort to implement the decisions of the Genersl Assenbly in
the stipulated time. It seems to us that the members of the Trusteesnip Council
are not so indifferent to this problem that they find it unnecessary to ask any
questions; that is why we think it would perhaps be desirable to give the
members of the Council more time in order thet they may exprecs their views on
this question.

Tae Soviet delegation in turn intends to express its views on the situation
in Ruande-Urundi on the basis of the unfortunately rather vague, awbiguous
and incomplete informetion that so far we have been given by the Adwinistering
Authority.

IFir. BINGHAL (United States of Awerica): I wish to comment just very

briefly on the remarlis just made by the reprecentative of the Soviet Union. I
can assure him that ny delegation at least is not indifferent to the events in
Ruande-Urundi. Ve are all intensely concerned with events there ond it is perhaps
because of that concern that we at least have not intervened in this debate nor
have we asked guestions, nor do we propose to malte a statement by way of geﬁeral
debate.

We are all aware that the United Nations Commission, headed by
Ambassador Dorsinville, is currently at work in the Territory and that they
have very grave and heavy responcibilities working with the representatives of
the Administering Authority. It seems to us that we could not possibly debate
this matter intelligently here without the presence of the Chairman of the
Coumission to advise us as to the course of events and surely it would not be
wise at this eritical juncture for him to interrupt his labour there, and that
of the Commission, to return to give us that report. '

Therefore, in our view, there is no purpose to be served by a debate at this
time in this Council on the matter of Ruanda-Urundi. We are all intensely
interested that the matiter should piogiress satisfactorily and that the terms of
the resolution of the General Assembly should be carried out. But the time for
a debate on that subject will be the time vhen the Cormmission submits its report
on that subject and we feel that to embark upon a debate at this time would only
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lead to some confusion on the situation. We cannot sce that it would.

serve any Qurpose. I only intexvene at this time to emphasize the fz¢t that

our silence at this‘time is for this reason and not because we are indiffereant -
to the matter. Cn the contrary we have, as I have sald, the most intense concern
end it is our fervent hope that matters will progress satisfactorily on the spot

with the co-operation of 2ll elements concerned -and at this stage we Teel thet

all ve can do is to express that hope.

The PRESIDINT: As I remember correctl the representative of Irndia
: o 3 - y

during the meeting yesterday, expressed the opinion thet his delegation might

ask a few questions in regard to the conditions in Ruanda-Urundi, based on the
further information that the Administering Autnority misht be in a position to
Turnish to the Council. The Council has also neard.the statement wade by the

representative ol the Boviet Union‘that the debate on Ruanda-Urundi should not
at this stege be concluded. . -

Since at leaét two representatives have expressed the .opinion that they
might like to rake statements based on further ihformaticn wihich will be furnished
in due course by the representatives of the Aduinistering Authority, the Chair
takes the position that the item on Ruanda-Urundi is not concluded end that the
Council will tale it up at a subsequent meeting.

The Ccuncil will now turn to the next item,which concerns conditions -in the:

Trust Territory of the Cameroons under United Kingdom administration.
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AGENDA ITEM Uc -

EXAMINATION OF CONDITIONS IH THE TRUoT T"RRITORY OF THE CAMERGONQ UND"R BRITI:H

* ADMINISTRATION: ANNUAL RnPORT‘OP THE ADMINISTERIHG AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR 1959
(T/15?3, T/L 1011)

. .. - .5ir Hugh FOOT (Unlted Kingdom): - Mr. President, I lad not expected
that this item on the agenda would be réached this afternoon and I had thereTore
not.prepared any statement, But the situation:is, I think, clear,'from-fhe“”“

point of view of our obligation and therefore I would wish, in order not to - °

delay the work of the Council, to mmke a short statement of the present ﬁOéitioﬁ.

The situation is, of course, governed by General Aééemﬁl&'resolution'1608tXV)'
and I sihiould renind the Council of theé: principal pro»151ons of ‘that re"olution,
after the introduction and presmble, . Ea

"The General Assembly ees

"2. Indorses the .results'of the plébiscites that:
"(e) The people of the Northern CamerYoons have, by a substantial -5
majority, decided to achieve'independence by joining the independent = YER]
Federation of Nigerim; ' .7 "1 & "o, i T e T et sELH
"(b) The people of .the Southern Cameroons have similarly decided 0
to achieve independence by Jjoining t-e independent Republic of CamProun*::'
"3, Considers ‘that, the people’ of ‘the two parts of the Trust: Territorv
. having freely and secretly-expressed their wishes with regard to their
respective: futures in accordance with General Assembly resolutions 1352(XIV)

. and. 143 (YIV), the decisions made by them through democratic processes el 0
under the supervision of the United Nations should be inmediately - chd
implemented;

"L, Decides that, the plebiscites having been taken separately with
differing results, the Trusteeship Agreement of 1% Deceuber 1946 concerning
thB_Camerooﬁs under United Kingdom edministration' shall e terminatéd, in
accordance with Article 76 b of the.Charter of the Unitéd Nations and ‘in’
agreement with the Administering Authority, in ‘the following manners -

"(a) With respect to the Northern Cameroons, on 1 June 1961, upon its
joining the Federation of Nigeria as a separate province of the Northern

Region of Higeria;
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"(b) With respect to the Southern Cameroons, on 1 October 1961,

upon its Jjoining the Republic of Cameroun;

"5. Invites the Administering Authority, the Government of the Southern

Cameroons and the Republic of Camerouh to initiate urgent discussions with

a view to finalizing, before 1 October 1961, the arrangements by which the

agreed and declered policies of the parties concerned will be implemented."”

That was the substantive part of the resolution passed by the General
Assembly, and I think it only remains for me to report on the action taken to
carry out the directions on the invitetion of the General Assembly ‘in regard to

~the negotiations bpetween the Government of the Southern Cameroons and the
Government of the Republic of Cameroun.

Discussions on the complex matters which have to be settled before the
date stated are continuous. They have been going forward over a considerable. -
period of time and a meeting took place in the middle of June at Buea, the
capital of the Southern Cameroons, attended by the representatives of the
Southern Cameroons, o the Republic of Cameroun and of the United Kingdcm
Government. Some progress was mede at those discussions and informal
discussions have continued since, and it is hoped that further discussions
will take place very soon as & result of the informal talks which are proceeding
without interruption. ;

That is the main point that I have to report to this Council. It would
not be possible, nor, I think, desirable, to attempt to cover the points, many
of them, as I say, complex, which have to be settled in these discussions
while they are under discussion by the two authorities concerned in accordance
with the wishes of the General Assembly.

The PRESIDENT: On behalf of the Council I wish to thank the
representative of the United Kingdom for his statement.

Does any member wish to ask questions or make comments on the statement
Just mede by the representative of the United Kingdom?
I call on the representative of the Soviet Union,
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Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republids) (interpretation

Trom Russian): Since we are at the present time taking up this problem in a =

rather unexpected way, we would hope that at future meetings the representative
of the United Kingdom could possibly provide us with more concrete and
comprehensive information regarding the negotiations which are to briné‘&bbﬁﬁ
the fulfilment of the terms of the General Assembly resolution. l -

© T should like to know whether we may expect to receive this more detailed
and concrete information subsequently. Ve should also like to ask hbﬁ'the:‘
Administering Authority plans to report to the General Assembly, to inform that
body. Is it to rerort to“thé'Genérai'ASSembly on the conduct of these = -
negotiations and their outcome so that various questions wmay be put in this
connexion? Ve should like to know when we can expect to hear the concrete

ocutcome of these negotiationse

Sir Hugh FOOT (United Kingdom): I should like to be able to make

& full comment in answer to the question that has been raised, but I must frankly
say that I cannot hold out any prospect that it will be possible to do so before
this Council completes its present duties. The discussions have led to one
tripartite meeting in Buea, to which I referred, in the middle of last month;

I do not believe that it will be possible for any furtﬁer tripartite meeting

to take place before our own work at this Council's session is concluded., It
would therefore be guite wrong for me to hold out any prospect that I can make

a fuller report before our work is completed, as I understand it ought to be

soon after the middle of this month.

There 1s a second heading to the question. I cannot say when these matters
will be disposed of by agreement between the two parties principally concerned --
though Great Britain is also most concerned in achieving a satislactory
settlement of all outstanding points -~ or how, exactly, it would be right
for the report to be made. But I note the comment, or rather, the request, of

the representative o7 the Soviet Union that a report should be made in due course.
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Mr. HOOD (Australia): At the risk of appearing to raisec unnecessary
difficulties, I should like to say that it seems to me, objectively speaking,
that we are getting into somewhat deep waters at the present stage of our
businesss A great deal of what has been put before the Council during this
afternoon in relation to three Territories =-- three in one afternoon =-- refers
to political arrangements affecting the future status of the Territories under
discussion. The Trusteeship Council has always in the past rightly exercised
its obligation to examine conditions within the Territories in order to assure
itself that the Administering Authority in each case is discharging its owm
responsibilities vis-d-vis the respzctive Trusteeship Agreements.
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it wﬁuld seem to me that we are in some danger of getting in£d~terri£ory vhich

is not strictly the province of the Trusteeship Council, namely, we are dealing
here in some respects with recomnendations and decis*onq of the Generax issembly
+in respezt of politicel matters and voliticel arrangements. It is not a point
which I would want to press.- But I do put it that we shouid'not perhaps
contemplate that all these matters have to be discussed in the Council and
explained in the Council. The proper place for the exposition of the politicdqu
errangements is probably in the General Assembly, in the Fourth Committee, and
not in this Trusteeship Council. I.think we would then have our ovn remaining

business better organized and more orderly if that thought might perhaps-be
berne in mind.

The FRESIDELT: The Council has Jjust heard the statement made hy the

representative of .ustralia. Jare-there any comments?

IT there are no cuestions to be put to the representative of the
administering Juthority in regard to conditions in the Cameroons under Uaited
Kingdom Administration, the Chair takes it that the working paper on conditions
in the Cameroons which is circuleted in document T/L.10l1l should be included

in the Council's report to the General .issemdly.

lir. OLCREIZY (Union of Soviet Socialist Republies)(interpretetion

from Russicn): Ve cousider that ihe Trusteeship Council's report should also
include the statenents made here in the Council in owr very briel cﬁnéideration
of the problem, thet is to say, reference should be mﬁde to the fact th‘t'
information was recuestcd regoyrding the conduct of negotiations and tne ;ulPllmont
of the Geéncral isseumbly resolutinsn on the Csmeroons under United L¢n~u0ﬂ ' '
Administration. I think thac this should be on record os well as the reply

of the representatlve of the United Kingdom, vho, if we ‘understood hlﬂ correctly,
assured tihe Trusteceship Council that the Administering Authority vlll mabe every
eTfort to present e report at the proper time prior to the next session of the
General Assembly regarding the fulfilment of the teirms of the General Assembly
resolution adopted at the last session. Ve feel thet all these points ‘should

be included in the report of - the Trusteeshin Council.
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Sir Hugh FOOT (United Kingdom): There are two points that I think are
raized. On one of them I certainly would agree it would be rigaht and proper, in
addition to dealing with the annual report for 1959 in the wey the President
suggested, thet a note_of the question raised by the delegate of the Soviet Union

and of the reply made should be made in our record. That's the first point.
I see no objection to that. It seems to me that as ii is right and proper it
should be so.

Cn the second point -- forgive me if I'm not yet fully Ifomiliar with
the procedures of the Orgenization -- certainly I agree that it would be right
and propex that a report should be made following the completion of the
negotiations. That should be made as soon as possibie after the agreement, es
we trust, will be reached. How and at what particular time, I'm afraid that
I would not be able to say, but the point I think is, on vhich we are agreed,
that when these negotiations have been completed and agreement reaéhed,
in the proper manner and at the proper time a report should be made to the

Organization.

The PRESIDENT: If there is no objection to the suggestion made by
the repreceniative of the Soviet Union znd supported by the representative of

the United Kingdom the Council ill so decide.

lir. KUSCZIUSKO-MORIZET (France)(interpretation from I'rench):

at this stage in our debate I in no way propose to speak to this question of

the Cameroons. I should, hovever, like to reserve the position of my delegztion,
vhich did not have an opportunity to study the substance of the matter. I should
like to emphasize =-- and this should be properly recorded =-- that on a reading
of the Ceneral Assembly resolution it does not ssem to me that the Administering
Authority is in duty bound to report to the next session of the General 4Lssembly
on this matter. I am not, hovever, prejudging the substance of the matter.

I simply want to put Tforward this view of my delegation, and possibly I can
elaborate on it in proper time, not before the Trusteeship Council, for at the
present time this debate would seem to be rather meaningless, but if need be

subscguently belfore the General Assemoly.
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The CHAIRMAII: The comments oy the rep;esentative of France vill be :L‘

duly recorded in the records cf the Council. -' "
' The last item on our agenda todaJ concerns the question df “mhe attalnment

of selx-rovernment or independence by the Trust Territories and appllcation to,
Trust Territories of the Declaration on the granting of indeaendence to colonial

countries and peoples™. . ;

h ; suppose'no member is prepared right now to Darticipété in the deﬁﬁté: :

Does eny mermber vish to corment? I suppose that ‘many members of the Council

would like to address themselves to this very lmportant item on the agend&, but

as this 1s not an approprl ate time, in view of the lateness of the hour - 1t is

now 5 o clo~h i- I tale it that the members might be well interested in _..,
whet is going on in the next charmber, if the debate is still going on there; o

Does any member wish to comment otherwise?

Fr. OTERELIO (Un*on of Sov1et Soclalist chubllcs)(1nterpretatlon lrom'r

Russian): Ve concider that the problem gust ralsed and put before

the Council, that is, the question of the appllﬂatlon to the Trust Terrltorles
of the Declaratxon on the granting of independence to colonial countrles and
pnoples, is a pi olnL *hich cen vcll be Eonsidered the ﬁajor item on the agenda

of the Counc1¢, ald 1% must tharefore be most carefully exomined by the Council.
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(ilr. Oberermko, USSR)

Clearly, the Soviet delegation will speak on this subject and e:press its
views thereon and we hope also to hear the views of all other menbers of the
Council, since this is an extremely vital question., We should like to know,
lire President, how you propose to direct the debate on this particular question,

So far as we remember, aftexr the majority of the Couhcil unfortunately
rejected a Soviet proposal to submit a special report to the General Assenbly B
at its sixteenth session regarding implementatlion of the Declaration on the granting
of independence to colonial countries and peoples, a proposal submitted by
India was'adopted, to the effect that a special chapter in the report of the
Trusteeship Council to the Genersl fescubly should cover this point.

We should like to know whether you, Sir, have any information as to how
this chapter is to be drafted and how the debate oﬁ this very important item

is to be carried out.

The PRESIDENT: As is well known to the Council, a decision was made
by the Council that o chepter should be devoted to this item -- that is, the item

on the attainment of independence -~ with refercnce to General Asserbly

resolution 1514 (XV) on the granting of independence to colonial countries
and peoples. '

The Cheir's position is this: thet the Council will have to decide
vhat form and substance this chapter -- I believe it is chapter V -- which will
be included in the Council's report to the General Assenbly, should assume,
I take it that when ve consider this matter at a subsequent meeting, perhaps
tomorrow, the Council will have to decide how that chepter should be formulated
and included in the Council's report to the General Assembly. Obviously, members
of the Council will make certain statements which will be carefully noted by the
Secretariat and included.

The final form should be decided upon by the Council and, of course, the
Chair is not in any position to-assume what form it should take. If that is
clear, I take it that the Council will so decide.
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Tomorrow, there will be two meetings of the Council. At our worning
meeting, the.Council will resume consideration of the item concerning
Western Samoa and then resume the item concerning Ruanda-Urundi.

- The Chair would earnestly ask members to be ready with any statements
vhich they may wish to make so that we can, we hope, dispose of these items.

Also on our agenda tomorrow will be the very irzrcrtent itcm concerni:é '

attainment of self-governmemt or independence.

Iir. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian): lr. President, we have no objection to the procedure you have Jjust
outlined regarding the debate on this item. Now, with your permission, we should
like to meke a few comments which are not directly related to the item under
discussion, but we should like to male these ccomments if you feel that this is
the proper time Tor us to speak. We would be grateful for an opportunity to.
comment 2t this time. '

The PRESIDENT: Before I give the floor to the representative of the

Soviet Union, I-was going to mention the items that we will be taking up tomorrow;

that 1s, in addition to the item on the attainment of self-government or
independence, we have other items such as the revision of the Questionnaire,
disseminetion of infcrmation, Offers of study and training facilities,
arrangements for a viciting mission to Nauru and FNew Guinea and revision of
the rules of procedure of the Trusteeship Council.

ir, OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republiecs) (interpretation from

Russian): Ve should like vcry briefly to dwell on three problems which are of
interest to our delegation, regarding which we should like to have some
information. : _ ,

The Secretariat distributed the text of a petition in document T/PET.3/L.120;
this is a petition dated 8 May 1861 and it is addressed by lr. lushatsi-Kareba,
a pebitioner from Ruanda-Urundi. First of all, we do not understand why this
petition, vhich was received by the Secretariat in llay, has not yet, apparently,
been distributed to members of the Council. We are not clear either as to why

the complete wording of the petition has not been published. 'We should like to
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have the Seerstariat distributed the complete text of this petition in the next
few days as well as a translation of this petition inbto Russian whilci we urgently
need. _

I now come to my second question, which concerns document T/L,2012/Add.2
relating to Nauru. This addendum, the question of the inclusion of which was
raised by the Soviet delegation and approved by the Council, includes statements
made here by ir. Gabadu, a member of the Nauru Local Governmen: Council.

For rearons which we fail to undersiané, the Secretvariat unfortunately has not
incisued In this document some irportant varts of the statement made by

iy Oolaimoin the Council, wiidel do, however, appeer in the records of our
rectings. I refer more particularly <o an ikportant statement made by

lre Cavziu to the effect that the opinion of the llzuruan people on resettlement
ir Australia -- as appears in a pert of his statement on page 21 of

T/PV.1156 -- is es fcllows:

“As we understand it, if we are to be resettled in australia, that can

be done only at the expense of sacrificing our national identity as a

Nauruzn people.”

And, subseguently, we find the following explanation given by lir. Gebadu ==
en explanation of the reasons for which the llauruans find the proposal of the
Adnministering Authority regarding rescttlement to be unacceptable. Mr. Gabadu
concludcd his stetement by saying:

ﬁTherefore, to us, resettlement on an island or in a place where we can

retein our identity as Hauruans is a most important matter."

Relerence has quite rightly beennade to this part of the statement by
various menbers of the Council during the course of the generel debate and we
feel that this statement of lir. Gabadu -- which is one of the most important
statenents made by him before the Council -- should be included In exbtenso

in the document concerned,
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We should like to have the Secretariat complete this document with the
statement which I have just quoted and taken from the verbotim record of
the meeting of the Trusteeship Cotineil held on 25 June of this year.

I come now to the last question that we siould like to xaise, and this
is in connexion with the swumary records of the Trusteeship Council. Ve have
no complaints egeinst our interpreters, nor do we have any complaints against
those who draft these records. We read through these records and find that
our statements are correctly reflected in the records of the meetings. This,
hovever, can be said only of the vervatim records and not of the swmmary
records. ‘The documents which appear under the symbol "T/SR" virtuelly de not
reflect statements made by the representative of the Soviet Union and have
to be corrected Ly us. Cuite freguently we have had to submit a complete
text in correction of a state.zent vhich appeared under our name in tine swmary
records. We cell the attention of the Secretariat to this so that the ouality
of the summary records may be improved upon.

iir. PROTIICH (Under-Secretary): Regarding the two points which
were raiscd by the revresentative of the Soviet Union, the Secretariet will look
into the matter, and at our next meetinzg I will be in 2 position to give a reply
concerning the petition mentioned.

Resarding the addition to the working paper, this will be taken into
account and the necessary correction will be made in the working peper winich
was clreculated.

Regerding the third point, the cttention of the competent service of the

Secretariat will be drawm to the question of the swmary records of the Council.

The meeting rose at 5.15 p.n.






