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AGENDA I'EEl','!S 4g e.nd 14 

EXA.IviINATION OF COllIDITIOI\fS IN THE TRUST 'l'ER.RI·rORY OF HES'.l'EK'J S.AfoOA: 

(a) AHNUAL REPOH'r OF THE ADl•,ITIUffl'EI1IHG AU.L'HORII'Y FOR '1:liE YBAR BIJDII;G 

30 JUNE l'.)60 (T/157); T/L.1015); 
( b) REPORT OF THE UNITED NATI OHS PLEDISCI'.l1E con·,IISSIONER FOR WES·:rERN SA1-IOA 

(GENEPAL ASSEh13LY RESOLU'l'ION l5fr) (XV)('.J.1/1564 o.nd A:ld.1) (continued) 

At the invitation of the President, I-lr. Rifo.i, United Nations Co:rmniDsi-:)ner 

for the Plebiscite in Westen1 Snrc,oa and J.i1·. Wri,::,ht, Sp0cial Herre3entntive, 

took places at the 'l'rusteechip Couucil table. 

i'-ir. BIIADK.MiICAR (India) : Ho.ving heard the stetements in a fc.ir 

amount of detail from the representative of l'.ew Zeuland, the Special Re1)rescntnti ve 

o.nd also from the Commissioner for the Plebiscite, our collccguc I,lr. Rifo.i, 

I feel we ho.ve come to a point where we can pr-0ceed on the lines of c.ssuming 

tho.t the uction that the United Nations hos endeavoured to complete and hope 

for is very much on its way. In line with tho.t thought, it is with crea.t 

l)lec.sure tha.t my dele3ation to.kes the floor this afternoon; and in ap1)recio.tion 

of the accomplishment of the United Nc.tions rniss:lon in helpino; those who are 

struggling for freedom and independence, I conc;rntu.la.te nll those who ho.ve 

been concerned ui th this task. I c.m informed that the people of Western Gcmoa 

are proba.bly the largest group of Polynesians, barrinc the I1iau.ri people 

of New Zealand, and they are very much now on their wo.y to becoming the first 

independent Polynesian State in this century. I have to say "in this century" 

because I understand that some time c.3O -- a lone time ngo -- they were an 

independent entit;r, For historical rcc.sons, they lost tlmt independence, o.nd 

what we are really concerned with is in o manner -- so to spec.1~ -- t0 restore 

to them the independence that they did en,ioy a long time a3O. 

I do not think that I need to go into this history even for fonnnl 

purposes -- the history of the Territory is well known; it is all on record. 

I shall merely say that it gives my delegation very great pleasure to 

be associated with a situation lil~e this, and I believe that this Council will be 
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faced with similo.r hoppy sitL1c.ti0ns· i .n .the neo.r future .i:fnd it is our wish 

e.s I ?~.P.t: ~.f _e.very _~ember of the co,.mcil -- that o.t the eurliest po::s'r..>le 

date we will urr ive nt a point whe re the Council con dissolve itself , hdvi!'1G 

no ::no r e Trust Territories to deul u i th . 

The Western S:n.1~00.n people will regain their i1:depende11ce, e f'ter a long period, 

on 1 J nnu.c..ry 19G2, end .re hec.rt:.ly co~1sro.tulate t;1em on tile verdict that they 

have given tilenselves in the recent plebiscite, which wos recom.oended by 

Generul Asse:nbly resolutior1 15Gs, (Xv') : 

O1.!r collec1:;ue, z.;r . Rifai , i1cs Given us a det ailed report - - o.part from the 

sto.telJient -- describinG t i1e proble111s that he wc.s confronted with, the manner 

i n which cc wus o.ble to orco.nize o.nd cor:duct t l1e plebi s cite , and the e;,tren:ely 

sntisfc.ctory results thc.t were reo.ched. I thinl~ it would be quite in order 

for me to extend O'..lr ·,ery specio.l congro.tulo.tions t o l1im on nn extremely, shal l 

we say, difficult tc.sl, ve~/ well d::me . 

'l'he Cm::nissioner for the Plebiscite end his sto.ff ho.ve ce rtainly car:-ied 

out their onerous to.s]~ with enerr;:r and devotion, nnd if sor.1e of the phot oc;rc.phs 

t hat I hc.,·c seen o.re to be bel ieved, I would s ny even vi th affection . For thi s 

s,::>rt of worl-~ I thinl, you need t hc.t sense, t hc.t sense of purpose, of feeling 

for the p eopl e with ,1l!om you a.r e concerned, be::!c.use o. plebiscite is, of cour se, 

o. v e r-J dry thins; but it s conduct and. t !1e results that are achieved from it 

involve , in o. ve r y erect wny, human problems ond hur.:an o.spirntions . We all 

l~now, in grec.t dcto.il, h::>u t i1e plebiscite wa s conducted. I should !lierely 

lil;e to r efer to c. f ew things, such o.s the distribut i on of boo t lets cont c.ining 

the swr.mc.ry of the Consti tutio n, approved by the Constitutionc.l Co1:vention last 

year, Octob.~r 1)60, the r c[.£istro.tion on the be.sis of unive rsal fra nchise of all 

Samoans qunli:t'ied to vote , c.nd by t:he declaro.tion of t hose who were not uble to 

registe r by the p r escribed tine- limit , the pc.rti cipo.tion . i n the p l ebiscite of 

those Sori;ocns who hud registered but wer e not present ph:,.-sicclly in He stern 

Sumon -- thct i s those who were o.wc.·J in I,fcw Ze.1l und o.t t!1e time of t he plebiscite 

and ce:::-to.in other methods o.dopted to mol~e the purposes o~ the plebiscite more 

fa>niliC'.r to the people, . such o.s continual broadcnstinc; of the questions on which 

a l l ~~1e c.d•.tlt 3 :::.1:-.onn citizens were advised to express t heir opinion as t o whether 

t hey rappro·✓ed t he Constitution c.nd wi shed Western So.moa t o be icdependent on 

1 J anuary l .;02 . All these mctters and the vcrious probl e1:1s solved in n 
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very able manner by the Plebiscite Commissioner prove to us how abl:/ 

this plebiscite has been conducted and with what great satisfactio:1 1TE- re.-;cive 

its results. 
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He also ccmmend t~e v~luable .co-oper~tion -extendedby the Gover nment of 

Weotern Samoa and, most particularly, the- very enlightened· .assistance given ·by 

the Admin~stering Authority . The complet_:j.on of this task has·· ttCten t he vrii ted ... . 
Nat ions one step fort.la rd t owards its objective . 

The Co~issioner has repor_ted that . the plebiscite was fair, impartial• and; ... 

if I amoot mistaken, a. certain novelty was introduced in the ·fact that tne · · -: . . , .. 
baliotting was teld in complete secrecy . The official results show us that over 

86 per cent of: the estim~ted number of ._eligible :voters, on the basis of universal 

adult suffrage, i-;articipated in the _ple_bisc:i;_te. Eighty- three per cent of the 

total vote cast approved the Constitution which, i nc idental ly, does not. provide 

for _':1niversal adult suffrage but which, on .the -system of tradition and custom, 

has a sliGhtly diffez:_ent basis for . the suffrage a_s qppr oved in the Constitution . 

However, the Constitution itself has been approv~d ~Y universal adult suffrage . 

He al_s~ understand that 13 per cent voted agai~~t- ;i.t, which is, again, a s noted -' 

this morning by the Special Representative, a_n indication.• that those who did not 

approve of the Constit ution ,.,-er.e under ._ no_ dm;ess . or pressu;re not -to express their 

view. 

Seventy- nine per cent v~tef). in th~ affirmative .for .the question as to ... • 

whether th~y agreed that on l. January. 1962 Western. Sc1mon- should become ·an· . • 

independent Stat.e . on the basis 9f the above-men;tioned Con_stitution . Again, 

13.5 per cent voted i~ t he_- negative . We are informed that no ballot·was declared 

invalid if only one of the two questi ons was answered. On the first _question • . . 

only 4 per cent of the ballots .were set aside as informal, which, I understand, 

also means invalid, and only 7~5. ~er cent, in the case of the second question: 

Tne Co:r!!IliGGioner informs us . tha_t '?b.lique notific_ation of the result ·was · •. 

declared on 24 1-:ay 1961 .. and that no pet_ition f or . inquiry concerning _any corrupt .· . . .·· ·• . 

or illegal practice that might have taken. place in any polling district -was , 

submitted within the period -laid down in the plebiscite order . We shou,ld ther~fore 
' . . 

be extremely h11ppy with.the .result of t he plebiscite and with the manner -in 

which it was conducted. 
The Plebiecit~ Commissioner has also not stated that any sizeabl~ group or 

body of public opinion ·in Western Samoa boycotted the plebiscite . lie has declared 

the plebiscite as compl etely fair and impartial and I should like to say, for my 

delegation, that the young ~eople of these islands -- we are referring to those 
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who are going .to make the gr een stick f or breaking down the old breo.clf'ruit -­

haYe shown by their exercise of universal adult franc hi se on this very im.r,or tar.t 

questi on of the people 's future that they are capable of loo:dng a:fter t heir 

a ffa irs and of r eali zing t heir destiny in dianity and peace. 

Problems they. will certainly have~ I think all nations, big or small, have 

them, but we have been assured by the Administering Autbcrity and, very correctly,_ 

on behal f of the United Nations, by the· Plebiscite Commissioner that all help 

which this new nati on will require will., to the greatest ability of those who 

a re concerued - - namely, the Administering Authority and the U!'lited Nations 

I am sure, he given. 

Along with the Plebiscite Commission our delegation would express t he hope -­

as , indeed, it bas done on various occasio!'ls in the past, in t~is Council and in 

the General Assembly -- that the exercise of universal adult sui'frage by the 

people of Western Samoa will be realized in due course towards which the conduct 

of t his plebiscite may well show the vay. 

Once again we congratulate t he people of Uestern Samoa and this Council on 

this happy occasion and commer.d heartily the Plebiscite Con:missioner and the 

Admiuistering Authority on the results that have been obtained . 

As is appropriate on such occasions, ·on t h is occasi◊-n when t he people of 

i·leste:r·n Samoa have come a long way on the road to self- government t hrough their 

efforts) to hel p usher in their period of innependence , cy delegation woul d 

joi n with the delegations of Burma, Bolivia and the United Kin;;dom in int roducing 

a small fo:,nal r esolution to which the Council is no doubt accustomed endorsing 

the result of the plebiscite and reccr::r::G!lding to the General Assembly the 

termination of the Trusteeship Agreement ·on 1 January 1962 when Western Sa.'tloa 

will become independent, and expressing tl1e hope that by then all arrangements 

for a smooth and complete transfer of power from the Administering Aut hority to 

the representatives of the Western Samoan people will have been made . 

He have also heard this mor ning t hat all these objectives are entirely 

within r each because the Administering Authority itself has undertaken to 

introduce appropriate ·1egislation in its own Parliament to bring this about in 

a correct and f ormal manner . 
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The draft resolution. is based primarily on an older pattern. I thi1lic the 

last example upon which we based it is the Council I s resolution o~ t?:.e Car.icroons. 

Copies have been circulated, I believe, and I should merely like, formally, to 

read it out. It says: 

"'Ihe Trusteeship Council, 

"Recalling General Assembly resolution 1569 (XV) of' 18 December 1960, 

"Having examined the report of the United Nations Commissioner for 

the supervision of the plebiscite in Western Samoa, held on 9 Mayl961, 

"l. Expresses its high appreciation of the work of the United 

r{ations Plebiscite .Co::nnissioner and his staff and the co-operation he 

received frcm the Administering _Authority, the Government and the 

people of Hestern Samoa; • 

"2. Takes note, with satisfaction, of the r.esults of the 

plebiscite that 

"(a) the people of Hestern Samoa have, by.an overwhelming 

majority, expressed .their agreement with the Constitution 

for an independent Hestern Samoa adopted by the·Constitutional 

Convention on 28 October.1960; and 
11 (b) that the :i::eople of 1-!estern Samoa.have agreed by an 

overwnel:ning majority_ that on 1 January 1962 \Iestern Samoa 

si:1ould become an independent State on the basis of that 

Constitution; 

"3. Transmits to the General Assembly for consideration at the 

sixteenth regular session the report of the Plebiscite Commissioner and 

the record of the Council's discussion with the recommendation that the 

General Assembly, taking into account the wishes of the people of Western 

Samoa as expressed in the plebiscite, decide, in agreement with the 

. Administering Authority, to terminate on 1 January 1962, when the Trust· 

Territory will become independent, the Trusteeship Agreement approved by 

the General Assemoly on 13 December 1946, in accordance with Article 76 (b) 

of the Charter of the United Nations.'.' . (T/L .. 1018) 

I hope·that this draft resolution which, we are informed, is the appropriate 

manner in which to bring this question to -a satisfactory conclusion, will have 

the support of all members of the Council. 
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Mr . KIANG ( Cbina) : Vay I say at one e how gra. teful we are to the 

1·epresentative of Ne,: Zealand and to tbe H:!.gh Con:mi::;sloner of Heste ... "11 &lt:l' ;l:l. 

for the very informat ive statements we heard this reornin£; . From tbei r st:i.-:ements 

we come to leal'n moi·e abo:..it the feelings of the people and the problems of 

Western Samoa as t he bac!,ground of tbe recent plebiscite . 

This may be the l ast time the Council is dealing "ith Western Samca . Do· 

I als o understand that after his stc.tement of today, the representative of New 

Zea l and will leave us and enter his ne" career and al$O h i 5 new happy lil'e? May 

I give him our very bezt wishe s . 

My del egation would like to express its warm app1·eciation to the United 

Nat:i.ons Plebiscite Cotnm:!.zsioner, Dr . Rifai , for the exce!.lent worl, the.t he has 

done i n the Uni ted Nationr. supervision of tile p lebiscite held in the T1·ust 

Te rritory of Weste:i:n Samoa . 

It i s most gratifying to hear , as we did this morning , f1·om the United riations 

Corrmissioner that the plebisc:i.te was conducted with the utmo~t impartiality and 

complete freedot:1, for uhicb much credit should eo to the plebiscite administrators 

for their able guidance in the 01·ganization and conduct of the plebiscite . It is 

indeed a hope!'ul augury, as said by the United l{ations Cct:111'lissioner in his report , 

t hat a large number of both titled and unti tled men went to the polls to exercise, 

for t he f irs t time , universal adult nuffr~gc . The active participation of the 

women voters in the plebis cite i s , of cours e , most enc ourai;:i.n; . I am ::;ure ti-1e 

champions of the rights o.f women, notably the Pre:;ident of O\..!r Council hi:nself, 

must f ind this most heartening . 

Through this plebiscite the Samoan people as a whole ho.ve expreGLJed fully 

t heir \Tishes for independence and in regard to the constitution . Western Samoa 

is now r e8.c.y to take its rightful place in the international community as a 

sovere ign, independent S·cate . In this greo.t achievement both Western Samoa 

and New Zealand can certainly take full prid.e . I think I do not have to emphasize 

too s trongly tha~ behind this great a~hievement ztand the selfless work of t he 

leaders of the Samoan people and the generous assista-:ice and the wi 3e Guidance 

given by the Government of New Zealand . In these days of interdepend.ence the 

people of Wes tern Samoa who have the keen assoc iation and friendship of l ong standing 

wi th the people of New Zealand must be happy to know that after its inclependenc~ 

Western San1oa will conti nue to enjoy such co- operat ion and o.:::;sis ta.nce as it 
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desires from its c;reat f:ciend, New Zealand. Indeed, the partnership of Western 

Samoa and Nell Zealand is an admirable example. 

In the course of his lucid statement this morning, the r.2presentat:i.ve 

of Ifow Zealand alluded to the deep-rooted traditions and the Gocial system of 

He stern Samoa. I tiust say that I am ve1-y much impressed by wbat he said in this 

respect. Indeed, we must reco.:;nize the lact that the Samoan people·ai~e living 

within a unique, custo1Jary socio-political system of their own which is, of course, 

not all f:i:ee from tbe impact o:f developments from outside Western Samoa. He are 

confident that tbe people and the institutions of Hestern Samoa will be able to· 

meet the chal~en;;es of the modern world. 

rJeu Zealand has once a.::;ai!1 expressed its :ceadiness to render its assis·tance 

to tbe Samoan people, especially in the field of ecor;.omic advancement. I thinl: 

all fr~e nations ,.rill aCTree that the international community is i:;1~ate:ful to 

Nev Zealand :tor the a.:;.:;ic;tance that it will continue to give to Western Samoa 

after independe~ce . 

. · The Government of China wishes to e;:tend its. ,rarmest congratulations to. the 

people of Hestern Sa~oa upon the attainment of independence. \'J,_, wish the people 

of the fi:::st indepenclent Poly::iesian State unbounded happiness and p:i:osperity. 

r,;y delecation shall be very glad to vote for the draft 1·esolution just 

introduced. by my friend, the rep1~esentative of India, 

Sir Hu~h FCOT (Uni teci lCingd.om): I would merely wish to add a fe·.r ,;orcls of 

conc;ratulation. I should like, fir.st of all,. to convey my sincere con;:;ratulat:i.ons 

to the distin;uished Ccmmis::;ioner. I cqngr~tulate him•on·the concise.ne;;,s and 

completene.sG of_ :nis report,. fm' the care and thoroughness of his ·wor};: and the 

spectacular success of his tas::. If I may also. say so, I thoq,;ht that his 

speech to µs today uas a model of clarity, convincing eloquence.· Ilintened 

to him today rr.a:;:e a speech in English; I hope that I may one day have the 

privilege of hearing him speal: in Arabic, a language l:hich, I ar.i. sure he t-,ill agree, 

in beauty and in preciseness and in rhetorical range is certainly second to none. 

I wish also to convey my congratulations to the dL,tinguished representative 

of New Zealand and the distinguished Special Representative who have given us 

today a fascinating account of the practical steps ta:~en over a number of years 
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to bring about the happy result of which we are informed today. They know very 

well that the futu:;:e prosperity and happiness of this T2rri tory will :1::o-pend not 

so much on the e.ct to be carried out on the first of January next, but on 

the work which has been done in full as::;ociation iri th the people of the 

over past years. I warmly congratulate them not only on the worl~ which has been 

done but also on the very thorough and interesting account which they have given 

us of that worl~ today. 

The practical steps to independence are so important. AmonGst those of us 

who believe in independence the:ce is son:etirrces a difference of opinion between 

those who wish to get it g_uic~~ and those who are more interested in getting it 

right. I think I would classi.fy cy::;elf among the enthusiasts of the first 

category. But there are realists who remind us that it is just as important 

to get it right as to get it g_uick and the practical worl;:: to uhich our attention 

ha;::; been drawn by the speeches from the representative of New Zealand and 

the Special Tiep1·esentati ve indicate to us today how much thorough, painstaJ:ing, 

thoughtful., imaginative work has been undertaken in past years to brin3 about 

the result ,,hich we see today. 

The representative of India refers to the happy occasions. He means, of 

course, the occasions v,hen the wo1·i.: of this Trusteesl1ip Council and of the 

AdminiGtering Authorities is brought to f1•uition. r.,myself, have had the 

privilege within the la;::;t year of attending two, for me, particula1·ly happy 

occasions: the smallest and the largest colonial territory of the Briti::,h 

Corcmomrealth to achieve independence. And I was privileged to be present on 

the happy occasicns,:first of all in Cyprus, the smallest colonial territory 

ever to reach independence within the British Commonwealth and then, within the 

next few months, to attend the celebration of independence in that great country 

of Nigeria, the largest colonial territory of the British Commonwealth ever to 

achieve independence. 
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Therefore, as these happy occasions go forw!lrd --_and we. hope later in our 

deliberations today to note the progress made in the,great te1·ritory of_ 

Tanganyika towards the purpose in which we all b~lie,.re -- ve can particu2.arly 

take pleasure in tne fact that the last report is being made by the Aili.1inistering 

Author:ity on the Territory of Western Samoa. 

It is with very great pleasure that I have the honour of associatin$ my 

delegation with the draft resolution which has ber;m put forward. 

• Mr. Solano LOPEZ (Paracuay) (interpretation from Spa:1ish): On 9 .May 

of this year, by means of a pleuiscite held in absolute freedom and with the 

fullest impartiality, tne people of Western Samoa chose their mm destiny, that 

is to say, to becor:ie a free, in~ .. ependent and sovereign State as of l January 1962. 

Few steps ::cemain to be taken for the fulfilment of this objective and one 

of these is the decision that has to be tal-::en. by the Council as a result of the 

terms of the General Assembly resolutic:m. 

My delegation will vote in fa,,our of the joint draft resolution (T/L.lOlb) 

submitted by Bolivia, Burma, India and the United Kine;dom and will clo so wo.rmly 

and with great satisfaction. On this occasion we want very warmly to 

congratulate the people of Western Samoa as well as the people and Government 

of Hew Zealand for fulfilling 't1,eir task of administering the Territory, this . 

venture of guiding this people to indepeno.ence. 

To M1·. Rifai, tb.e distinguished United Nations Commissioner, I wish to. 

express the sincere tribute of my delegation :.::·or the brilliant manner, the 

talent and devotion with which he has carried out the mission entrusted to him. 

In ti1is connexion, I should like to say that this morning, when Mr. Rifai . 

submitted his report on the plebiscite, he reminded us that while he was in the 

Territory he was questioneG. regarding the help that the United Nations r:1igl1t' 

give to Western Samoa when this Territory achieved independence, and that he, 

had replied, bearing in mind the spirit prevailing in the Council and in the 

General Assembly, that ·he did not have the least doubt that tlJat. hel~ would be 

forthcoming at all times. 

My° delegati~ri will always be prepared to support by its vote any request 

for assistance, both in the financial and technic_al fields, from any country, 

such as Western Samoa, ·that achieves independence. 



Mr. KOSC7,IUSKO-MORIZET (France) (interpretation from French): The 

situation in West•~rn Samoa seems to us to be transparently clear. The details 

furnished this morning enable us to grasp the present si tua·cion comrl,.:tel;:,', as 

well as the future prospects for this Territo:cy. The plebiscite was most 

happily carried out. Those of us wlio for many years ha':e been closely 

acquainted with our colleague, Mr .. Rifai, can scarcely be astonished at this 

outcome. The people have spoken -- and as expec-l;ed. He took part in the 

1959 Visiting Mission a11d we knew full well that no other course could be 

expected. That wise, lucid people, with the assistan:::e of Nev Zealand, is 

preparing to assume complete responsibility, and we congratulate that people 

warmly. We shall_ therefore vote very willingly for the joint draft resolution 

before the Council. 

On this draft resolution, however., we have two cozrments to make. The 

first relates to operati~_,e paragraph 1. Naturally., we quite agree that we 

should express our thanks to the United Nations Plebiscite Commissioner. The 

second part of the paragraph, _"and the co-operation he received ::.'roo the 

Administering Authority., the Government and the people of i-lestern Samoa'', does 

not seem quite so essential, and I shall sp2ll out the reasons why. 

Though we should congratulate the Ad.ministering Autllority and the people 

of Western Samoa, we should conGratulate tl1em for the way in which they have 

advanced towards independence and not for co-operating witll the Plebiscit2 

Commissioner, for surely, so far as the Administering Authority we.s concerned., 

such co-operation was vouchsafed beforehand and went without saying. These 

expressions of thanks to the people of Western Samoa are perhaps not quite 

adequate. It seems to me that we should either end the paragraph after 

"and his staff", or lea '.'e it to the General Assembly to congratulate the 

Administering Authority and the people of Western Samoa or we should have 

another paragraph congratulating the Ad.ministering Authority and tlle people of 

Hestern Samoa., not for having co-operated with the Plebiscite Commissioner but 

for having carried out this evolution towards independence, for then the 

congratulations would be meaningful and worthy of the object to which they would 

apply. This is_ simply a comment uhich I would ma}:e to the sponsors of the 

draft resolution. 

Now let me turn to operative paragraph 2 which begins: "Takes note, with 

satisfaction, of the results of the plebiscite". 
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(Mr. Koscziusko-Morizett France) 

It seems to me that we cannot take note with satisfo.cti on of the results 

of the plebiscite . • We can take note with satisfaction of the happy ful.fiL"lle:1t 

of i ndependence, of the evolution towa·rds independence and of the co-011er.a t i~n 

thereafter -which w_ill be provided by new Zealand. But these results are facts 

wi'1ich wa must note .- If the results nad been different, we.shoul d have had 
. . ' 

no reason to pass value judgements on the wishes freely expressed by the peop;l.e 

of Western·Semoa. He should. not· intervene in the a ffairs .of ~hat :people b y 

judging whether or not they were right to take the dec is_i~n which they did . 
. . 

These are a few brief comments regarding the joint draft resolution but , 

as I said before, ""'e ere quite prepared to vote in fa. ,,our of it. 

l-1r , BiiWrll\M (United Stutes of America) : I take the grea.tes·t plea.sure 
. . . 

in a::;sociating m:/self with the remarks that have been made here today on the 

subject of the cor.iplex and remarkable achievement 'in Uestern Srunoc.. It is a 

complex achie\·em(?nt b'ecau·se it r epresents the .co-operative effort of a great 

many.people over a considerable period of time. 

My delegation has t he greatest pleasure in extending its congratulations . 

f irst o f all to the people and the Government of Hestern Samoa for this 

culmination of the eff orts over a number. of years to develop self- government , 

and now· to tal{e the step to indepE!?ndence . 
' . • 

O~r -con~:-a~ation~ GO no less warmly 

to the represente.tives of · ti1e • Admii~istering Authority here · present, who gave us 

such an interesting and complete presentation of the .picture today; certainly, 

the Government nr.d the representatives o f New Zealand deserve all our thanks 

and appreciation· for. the 'woi·k :they have done over the ye.a.rs in contributing 

to this happy re:mlt . And I am sure that the:,• have als·o the thanlrn and 

appre:!io.tion nf the people of ;·!estern Samoa. 
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}3inr:;h3.m, United States) 

He, too, would like to extend our congratulations and thanks to the 

distinguished plebiscite con:missioner and the staff which assisted hin. He 

were impressed, as were others, by the conciseness and clarity of his report 

today. I had only one fault to find ,dth it, and that is that he was overly 

modest in presenting the pa::.1 t that he pla;yed particularly as I learned through 

other sources in stimulating interest in Western Samoa and in stimulating the 

greatest possible participation in the plebiscite that occurred. 

I am particularly happy in expressing these various remarks of 

congratulations and thanks because we have a special interest in this area. 

In making these remarlrn I have been speaking, not only on behalf of the people 

of the United States, the contiuental United States, but also of the people 

of American Samoa who are close neighbours -- ms.ny of them relatives ofthe 

people in Western Samoa -- and I knoll from a recent visit there how greatly 

interested they have been in the events in Western Samoa; and I i:now that they, 

as do the people of the continental United States, wish the greatest ha::;,piness 

and success to the people of Western Sa~oa and the Government of Hestern Sr-JD.oa 

as they go forward toward complete independence next year and we loot: forward 

to their great achievements in the years to come in that connexion. 

He are indeed happy to support the resolution that has been presented. 

I would say that I thin;_.~ the co:m.>nents made by the d.istinGuished representative 

of France are worthy of the attention of the co-sponsors. 

Mr. MHJY.lHI (United Arab Republic)~ My delegation does not wish to take 

up much of the Council's time at this stage. We simply wish t~ state that we 

are gratified today to listen to a compatriot who was entrusted by tiie 

General Assembly to supervise the plebiscite which ·was held recently in Western 

Samoa, present his report on the plebis~ite to the Trusteeship Council. 

It is with a feeling of pride that we welcome that report. 

We wish to eA'})ress our satisfaction that all went well and that the people 

of Samoa have decided their future in complete freedom and that the plebiscite 

,ms conducted with the utmost impartiality. In conformity with Article 76 b 

of the Charter, the Samoan people have chosen to become independent as of 

l ,January 1962 on the basis of the constitution which was adopted by the 

constitutional convention of 28 October 1960. 
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(Mr . Minya'"d , United ltrab Republic) 

I believe that it is our duty now to t!:!..ke note of their ,Tish and re.commend 

the General .... ~ssembly to take appropriate action on the be.sis of the report ,,hich 

,:as s~bmi tteci ~oday . . 

I ,-:is~, . finally, to seize this· opportunity to offer our congratulations 

to t re I"::!9:ple of 1·iestern Samoa on the high sense or' responsrbiii ty which they 

1), .-~.; sho·,·m, and on the result uhich, thanks primarily to their o,m efforts, ,.;as 

I ,:-lsh also to. pay tribute to the constructive role · which was played by 

-~1~-:: -'ilministerine; .:;.uthority in le£J.cli.ng this Territory to the ultimate objective 

·.::···~~:h ::..s e:nshri~1ed-in ou::.· Ch:l.:?:tcr . 
. . . -~ 

:-~-; c1clc.;ation is happy. ~o state that we sha:11 support the· draft r esolution 
. . ~: 

"1-ihich has been sub!ci:tted by the delega.tion of E·oiivia, Burm.a, India and the 

United Kingdom. 

J.·:, r~r.riy ways, by cir cumstc.uce, the Tr usteeship 

Cvunc.:U. , ::;:t ,i tn :pr:::sc~lt sessic:::., ::~c:!.S bad occasion to devote its attention in 

t he m::-.in to Terri tori~s ,:-~t:h:i..n the Pacific Ocea.n r egion. 

-. . . . 

1:0·.~, ,re btwe in the fonn of the draft resolution before us the penultimate 

~: t.::. .• ;:· i~ tee dc·.;clo:pment under the supervision of this Council of one of those 

'.:s-:..-:-~.-coriL:S to~iE:.rds its independence . The resolution in itself is not the 

f'iual act; the final act lies ,-d th the General Assembly of the United Nations , 

as is p roperly stated in paragraph 3 of the draft resolution . 

Ho,:ever, the Trusteeship Council is empowererl to mal;:e i ts r ecommendati on 

and this it does id thin the ter:llS of the proposed resolution . I think it 

proper to say-' :,pc::cking o.s c rac!,:bcr of n. delegation ,,bich haG 1)ccn closely 

i nterested in the pro13r ess of Western San:.oa through geographical propi nquity 

and through the close r .::lations tha.t we indeed maintain with the hitherto 

.Administering i\:.lthori ty, t h o.t , :e ,iould like to give e special, cordial welcome 

to the fac t eY.9reosed in the d:caft resolution, namely the a chievement of 

ind.€.:p,m.dence by the r, eop::..e o:: Western Se.reoa . 

I w.:::11 reca ll, ove r a period of ye ars, hearing and paying attention to the 

reany tho:::-ough and detailed reports ·which the J._dministering .Authority, New Zealand, 

~rcse~tcd to this Council covering its administration of the Territory . 
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(Hr. Hood, Australia) 

I t:hink, without seeking elaborate terms, it may uell be said that we have 

here a classic case of the success of the Trusteeship System, and we have here 

in the form of the proposed resolution really the justification of the existence 

of the Trusteeshi1) Council and of the apparatus of the Trusteeship System. 

My delegation will cordially support the adoption of the draft resolution. 

U AmTG TH.;\IiT (Bunna): The Trust Territory of Western Samoa will 

emerge as an inde:i;>endent State a few months from now. On this occasion, may 

I be permitted to express the pleasant sentiments surging in rrry heart. 

The Territory of Western Samoa is one of the few territories where the 

rnarch to1-;ards the goal of independence has taken place smoothly, steadily and 

surely. fiy delegation is. extremely pleased to have been associated, even if 

in some small uay, as a member of the Trusteeship Council, with the endeavours 

in bringing the Territory of Westen1 Samoa to its final goal of independence. 

lfiy delegation deems it a very great privilege to be one of the co-sponsors of 

the draft resolution contained in document T/L.1018, which has been presented 

very ably by the distinguished representative of India. 
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(U Aung Thant , Burr.1a) 

On behalf of LlY·;:dclecat;ion,- I should like to · ~):tend our de~pes:t: appr eciation 

to the repre:sento.ti ve of_ ~h.e United Aro.b Rep1..1blic tor. .the .excellent work he has 

done a.s the ?lebisci te Cor.u:1in sioner. 

t;y dcle(sn.ti.C?n V<?uld .also like to concratulc.te mos-t . war,·,ily the· Adr.1inis:tering 

Authorit y o.nd the people of the Territory on their achievement$.• 

It is trite. to so.y the.t independence is not a co.use but a condition for 

,~con?-mic welfare • • •i-iy .del~ga~ion i~ confiden~. that tqe need: ~o.r . . _c_~?.1?:'c:'ic and 

teclmic?,l . ass~st~n~<: ,.on the rw .. ~t ~f_-.the ind~pendent Sta:~e .. o.f. Western. Sa.J-:iQO. will : 

,9_°,11.~.~rme . ~o . receive .the _,att.ention of . the qovernnent ,of New Z_cala.n.d ._an_d · ~so-.·~ot . . the 

,autti<;>,rities concerned of the United Ha,tions .• •.... . ,. . . . . .·. . . . . ... . .. . . . . , .. 

. i,;y dclei;ation, 0!,1-C~ . . Pgo.in, woul,d li~e to extend its warmest congra.tu.lations· . . . • . . ' . . .. . ' . 
to the Ad:1inistering Authority and, in conclusion, I .should like to ,-rtsh the.· 

, . 
. '• 

: ir . SA.Li\iitu:CA . (~9~i i.qa)_ :(;~t.e_rpr,et~ti<lJ:1 .from ·. ~p.an_i:s_b,): · .1-.iy deleGo.t.ion, .. 

together with the del.e13~ti_o_ns .o:f _B,ur_ma, • In~ip. :~rl<l: the Un~te9, ~:ingdow, :- has. · . .. •· · 

subniitted the d~n.ft rcsol.ution. qontnined in_. do_cunent T/L.1018,whiqh is. at .present .. . . .. ' . . ' . .. .. '' . . .. .. 
under debate. .Befor e .spe~l<ing t,o :the d_ratJ; r .es,o;I.ution,. ·wh:icl1 was., -- ~s : .. Q. ,matter o:f . . . . . . . ., . .. . ·. . . . . 
fnct , very c;ten.r_ly ,introduced . by :t_he , re~r~s.e~at,i,ve . of'. Ipdia, . T shou.ld like. tb •· •., . . ... . . . . . . . 
join in the coneratul.o,:tions .. which- have b.een• ex~ended .. tp . t}:1e_.:Adwinist~r,:lng Authority 

. .. . ' . ·. . . ' .. • ' . . . . . . -· . .. . . . 
o.nd to the Comi:1iss,io_n~r, ._ 1-'.r ~; ,Rifai, , a.n e):pert . by .1.1~w . in .the, ,Unit(?d, ,:lfo,;tions: and 

a representative who ho.;; been iI:.'t't;e<1 . . with a deep s ense of rcsponsi-,pility ._iI:l . 

discharainG this ns well as any other work he has discharaed in the United Nations . 

Heste,r.?- Samqa :!,s one mor.e. l'n.lst,.Ter~i:tory w.l}~<=:h.,. ~? _a ,. sl:19rt itime,::wiU no longer 
. • . • . . ': . . . . . . . ,, • • . . - -- . . ·•. ·-~----· ' . . ... 

COID(!! undfr : the s~pervi~~-01,1 ~'!-,. con~+;<?l ; or ~!1e ·_Trus~ee,ship Co~ncil.. •'.I'hi13 Tr.u-st 

Territory has .for ~any years. enjoyed _~ v~~y. fruitful r ~~ati~1-1ship with th~ • : . .• . . . . . . . . . ' • . . ' •• · 

Administe~ing Authority. . . .. . . . • ..; ·: ;' .. . . .. : ~-· •. . 
We .. ~A')?ress . th9 hope that . i~ the ~ut\lre : ~t , will be . . . .. 

possible. to d~velop this . . new pplitical entity and to follc;w 
I ' • ,, . • ~ • • • • ,· . • ; • • • • • • . • . • • • .' : • . • ,' • • • • . • · • 

that end , so that finally we may achieve the ultimate qo~s. 

a n easy ;co1irs~ 1;c, ,_. 

of . this . Syst.em · . i . . . ~ . . 

as contained in the resolution adopted by the General Assembly last _year . 
: . .. . '• . · • .•• · . . . .. _ . . . . . . , .. • · : . - . . 

The.re <a.re mn,ny . fo:.mer territories_ w~ich hay~ .1?.e<?ome nations and. .which , 
, ' . . ~ . . 

therefore, no longer co111e :within _the. purview .. of. t,}}e. ';t'rustees_hip Council. 
; .. ·. .. . 

Certainly., ilester.n Sorr.oa will not. b<;: the la.~t such territory • . 
' • ·.:' . • .. ·. ' . .. ' , . 
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( i:ir. Salamnnco. , Bolivia) 

·In concluding, I shouJ.d l ike to address myself to the representative of 

Fr ance and so.y tho.t o.l though I did not hen.r his proposed ar:ienc1r.1entG 

personally, I -- just as the otl:er co-sponsors of the dro.ft r esolut ion -- would 

be prepared to view his prc,osed changes with favour since we are sure that 

these would be constructive aL1endments . 

l,ir . OBE..~E:i•'u<:0- ( Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) ( interpr etation from 

Russian) : • At this morning's meeting , the United l,ct:i:DG Ccru:d.cticncr f er 

the Plcbiccite in Hestern Samoa and the Special. Representative of the AdmioisterinG 

i\uthority n:o.de otntemcnts in co:mcxion 'lrith which, it seem:; to un, . thio woul d 

be the right t i r:ie to r aise ·sor.:c of. the (lUC::;tionc thc.t our dcJ.C:(~a.tion hcs in nind in 

reaard to the debate on thi c; point. 

At the present time, the ne cessary tteasures must be taken to ensur e the 

tro.nsfer of power to the Sanoan p eople so that, on 1 January 1962, a._ truly 

independent and sovereign State will be established in Western Samoa.. In 

connexion with this , we should like to ask of the r epresento.tivefor \!estern Samoa 

who.t the pre sent siti1ation . in in regard to the transfer ·of ccDtr ol. of the B:mk 

of lleGtern SD.!lloa : In the pa:s·t·, as we know, all transactions and operations , as 

well as complete control., in• connexion ,;ith this Bank ·was exercised in New Zetland . 

We snouJ.d like to know whether all powers iri connexion wit h the Bank were 

transferred to the Sat:1oan people ond1 if' this has not yet been·done , when it uill 

be clone· nncl -hmi. 

i"ir . WRIGHT (Special Representative) : In answer to the question of 

the represento.t-ive -of the Soviet· Union; r· think that I couJ.d ao no better than 

to refer to the answe r given ·when this question was r aised in the Gener al Assembly-• 

the answer wo.c; given by the Prime i-iinister of Western Samoa in his final. speech . 

I wilJ. quote from that speech . Thi::i is what the Prime J:,1inister of Western Samoa, 

the Honourable Fiame, s a id: 

• uThe distinguished r epr esentative of the Soviet Union r eferred in his 

3peech to the Bank of Western Samoa. He pointed out that th~ Bank of 

New Zealand at present holds a maj ority of the ]3ank 1s shares . Thi$ 

a rrangement wa s ma.de as a. t r arisitiona.l one only. - I should like to. point 

out that the Bank was established under Western Samoo.n l egisl ation. Its 
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(Mr . Wright , Special Representative ) 

. consti-:tutiou .can .thcz:,2rore b e .changed at· any time by the_'.1:-E::.cti~l;at.iyc 

Asser:1bly of Uestern Somoa." . . .. 

That is .~till the position • . 'I·he Bank -0f ;West ern Samoa· .. is. set · up·; by. an· 

ordinance of the .Legisla~ive I~ssei;obly of Hestern Sarooo.. The Legi:Jlo.tivc-Assernbly· 

of \:fester n Sa~~a, after independence, at any time .. will be able to am.end. the· 

Ban.1< of '\·Iestern Samoa Ordinance a nd assunie full· powers over -the: Bank.: :i 

I think that is about all I can say in answer to that question, t hat the 

decision B.;S to when Samoa. to.kos full: '.cont r ol of the Ba nk of :west~r.1i ··f?.am9a 

is entirely in its own hands . 

i-ir . OBERE: iKO ( Unio:i of' Soviet Socialist Republics) ( interpretat ion ;from­

Russ ian) : He should like t o know what is the de facto situation at t he present 

time; i n other words , trha.t per centage: bf the • shai"es of. this =Bapk b~;l;,_c;>l}g . to Samoans 

and Wh?,t per oentagc is in tne -he.nds oi' new -Zealanders? · How: many Samo'ans ·occupy 

executive ·_posts in the Bank a nd how reany executives a.re New Zealanders 

who :prcniclc .ow. r the admini:Jtra.tion .of. the Bank? 

.. • '. 

i.;r . HRI GHT (Special RepreGentative) : . . .At the moment, . t he capital : of:, 

the Bunk of Hew Zeolo.nd i:J he:)..d.· in. the , fol loving • propor-tiono : • • 55 . :per ·cent· · is 

held by the B~nl~ of New Zee.land; und 45 :per -cent is held by -the Government of · 

Hestern Sc.:noa. . On the :ao~rd of Dir ector s of the Bank of New Zeal and t here are , . 

at t he moment , two Samoi;,.ns --· :the . Honour~ble Tarw.sese and. the: !1:opc;>~_~a,b,,l~ Fonot :!. 
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Mr. OBEREl,iKO ( Union of Soviet Socialist. Republics) ( intt::rpretation 

from Russian): It see:ns to me that a clear answer has been given to the 

first part of our question, and perhaps the Special Representative could 

complete his answer. He s.aid that there were two Samoans en the Board of 

Directors of the Ban};:. We should lil:e to lmow how many New Zea.landers there are 

and who io the Chairrn.nn of the Eonrd of .Firectors of the Bunk. 

Iir. WRIGHT (Special Represento.ti ve): There are three New Zealanders 

on the Board 'of Directors of the Ban};: of New Zealand .and the Chnirn,an o±;l the 

Board of Directors is a Hew Zee.lander, who is also Chaim.an of the BQnJ;: of 

New Zealand. 

Hr. OBERENW (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation 

from Russian): In connexion with the data just 13iven us on this particular 

point -- that is the status of the Ban};: of Western Samoa -- we· should like 

to call attention to the fact that at the present time the leading posts in 

the Banl: are held by the Bank of New Zealand. He should like to know whether 

the Administering Authority intends,· before the proclamation of the independence 

of Western Samoa, that is be lore 1 Janua.ry l;,'G2, to tal~e the ini tia.ti ve of 

handing over complete control of the Bank to the Government of Sa.moo.. 

Mr. QUEU-I'IN-PAXTEH (Hew Zealand): i.rr. Clminnc.n, I think that that 

is :properly a question for me to answer. 'l1he New Zealand Government I s position 

in this matter would be that it is entirely for the Government of WeGtern Saraoa 

to rea.ch its own decisions on this point. We feel that we have fulfilled 

our duty in the matter in assu1·lng ourselves that the Government of Western Samoa, 

and particularly its Prime Nini:::.ter, understand the position fully and are in 

a position to judge whether and for how long it is to their advantage that the 

present position should be maintained. One can understand that there are 

certain advantages in using the expertise and the direction of a larger and 

more well-established banl:in6 concern, However, it certainly is the position 

that the Dank of Western Samoa is subject to Western Srunoan lebislation solely, 

the,t it is within the power of the competent authorities in Western Samoo. to 

change that position by le,'.5islation or, indeed, to vary the shareholdings in the 



en/G _ :l'/PV.:.1101~ 
::/{ 

(Mr. (:uentin-Eaxter, Hew Zealand) 

Danl:; it would require no n::ire tha"1 a purchase of Zf5;000 worth of shares 

b~ the Go·Ve:cnr;lent of Hestei'11 Samo~ to alter the holdincs in the Ban.L. Certainly, 

this is not· a Li2:cter ii1 which tl1e Gove;nmet;t of Hew Zealand would e:~ercise even 

che sli_:;htest persuasion to- prevent the Samoan a.uthori ties from doir1:; as they 

irished. S:::i fc.r as I 1:nciw, I thinl: it is only that the Western_ Scrmoan Goverm1ent 

is cc.mtent for the ;noment that the present arran6e1i1ent should stand. none the less, 
- - -

as the Prir.1e ilinister of Hestern S2-1,,oa said, they ree;c.rd these ar3;anc;eme11ts 

o.s tro.nsi tional [l.nd the~, ,rill review them when the~r feel that the_- tiL1e has come 

to do s::i. 

1;r. OI3Ei'J;i.J(I) ( Uni°::iu of Soviet Socialist Ilep:.i.blics) ( interpreta.tion 

fron Hussio.n): In spite of what llas been said, we should lil:e to be told 

whether before -'che proclc.r::o.tion of the ind.enendence of Western. So.moaJ the .,. -

Au.ministerin.; _:.u.th0ri'i:,y intends to teJ:e the initiative of hc1ndin_g full _control 

of the Bo.nl: 'Ji' He stern S0.1::00. t:::i the Snmoo.n Government. He attach-;:;rent 

importr:.nce to this question because it is obvious to a;l.l the members of the 

Coincil tho.t control of the bnsic • 'economic orgnn, even nfter proclcmntion 

of poli tico..l inc:.eiJendence; will represent n considernble limi to.tion on sovereignty, 

o.nd ue would there:t'ore req_uest tlmt 2. :orecise explanation be given to us as 

to the o.ctunl intentions of the Ac1ministerin~ Authority in this connexion. 

iir. '~[JE.i:Ti'Ii:-DAk1.1Bn O·Iew· Ze~lnnd): 'l'he New Zealm1d Government has no 

further inte~1tions in this ,·:12.tter. It believes that it has _done its :part 

in ensurinc; that the control of the sitcmtion rests solely with the Goverrment 

of Western 82.1.:02. I do not thin}~ there o.re an~, circumstc.nces in vhi eh the 

i!eu Zealand. Government could tal;e a further initiative; to dcl so would., in fact, 

be contrary to the whole policy thc~t we have followed of givini:; powers and 

discretions to the Governmei1t of 'ilestern Same>a well ahead of the date of its 

independence. IndE:ed; it rests entj_rely with the Goveri-i:-:1ent of Western Snn0a, 

and even in terr::.s of the ultimute control of the Dank, the power is theirs, and 

the Hajority of directors,who are now,IJew Zealanders remain there only so long 

as the Government of Western Samoa. believes it to be to their advantage that this 

sh')Uld be so. 
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i-ir. OBEREi,j}(O ( Unio:i of Soviet Socialist ·Republics ) ( interpretation 

fror.i Hussi[:.n) : I must confess thc:.t on this very ir:1portant question we have 

not r eceived any sc.tisfactory reply from the r epresentt>.ti ve of New Zealand, 

and in proper time we will corrunent further on this question . For the time being, 

we should like to se.y that in our o:pinion the · Trusteeship C:)Uncil, before 

adopting cny resolution of a congrc.tule.torj' nature , should study the r,;atter 

most carefully, to see to it that the independence received by Western Samoa 

sho•.1ld not 'oe fictitious independence, but should be genuine independence. 

Apparent ly the r epresentative of New Zea.land cannot give us the na.ncs of the 

f o reiGne rs who conztitutc a. Jr.o.jority of the Board of Directors of this bank 

We trust that when i ndependence is grcnted to the •rerritory, measures will be 

taken so thnt control of this vital pert of the economi c life of t he country 

will be gi ven over to the Gove r nment of Western Snmoa . Otherwise, ·one <:WJ.Ilot 

proper ly speak of a transfer of power, if control of t he Bank continues to be 

vested in the hand of New Zealo.nders. 

Our next question is addr caae d to Mr . Rifai , the United Nations Co11".missi oner 

for the Plebiscite in Western Samoa, as well as to the Specinl Representative 

of New Zealand. Possibly, Mr . Rifai will find it possible to reply to this 

question . We should like to l~ow whet her the Government of Western S ar.100. 

intends to request admissi on to the United Nations -- to apply for r,1embership 

in the United Nations -- whether t here a.re any indications t o this effect . 

Were there any statements made eithe r in favour of being ndnittecl to the 

United No.tions or a.go.inst such admission? 
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l'lu-. RIFAI (United Nations :Commiss ioner ·for t he Plebiscite .iri . \·~estern 

As far as I cal'i· te11; · I · do not r ecall that I was informed,, a·t any 
.ju!'ic ture , that there · was any bfficial decis i on ·taken by the· Samoan Government in . 

this regard . However;· as I stated :in my · report,· ·and also as 'I . $1:iid •·in: my. , .: ... 

statement tocey, several people · have addl·essed this question to me . • Seve::-al 

i:ieople have said : 11 ;fould Western Samoa have the opportunity to be ·admitted to 

the United Nations?" I ' thir1l~ the q_uestion was put in this way or . perhaps they 

may have ·said : 11 i'iill the United Nations admit Western Samoa to ·i t s .membership 

after inder;endence? 11 As far as I can recall, th:i.~ was the way in which the 

questi on was put to me, but as I said earlier nothing ·official has been brought 

to m:ii attention in this r egard. 

Russian): 

M.r. OBERE~•il\O (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

Perhaps scme additiona:!. info.,,na'tion on this . question coiiH ... })e given 

to us by the Special Representativ~ . 

Mr. \·ffiIGHI' (Sfecial Representative) : The question. of .. ~he a q.mission 

of \res tern. saro'oa t o t.J?,e Unite d IIations, or 'the application by the :future · :· . . 
indep~ndent Government of Weste r.o. Samoa f or membership of the United· Nations, 

' . 
:1.s .one. w_hich is entirely for the bodies concerned to decide, · that is, : the future . 

' . ' 

independent State of Hesterri Samoa ·and ·the Unite d ·:Na.t:l..ons Orga nization~. 

As far as New Zeo.la~d '1s concer~ed, it has take'n ·the attitude that. this is 

a matter for . the. Sacioans 'ther:iselves to' decide ·. The 01Uy comment that has ·b een 

made to the Samoans is that as a small country they have many problems --.·many ' 

intern~l probl ems -- to solve themselves, that it would cost a good amount of 

money t o maintain a··pem.anent delegation in New Yor k and that it .i~ .~l.1Jirely up 

to them to dec ide this questi on of priorities -- whether they f eel that theY, 

have the· resource~ to maintain a permanent delegation· to the ·United Nations in 

New York. .It is not on~y a. questi on of financ i~l ·resources·; it '-is a .. :question of 
' , 

human resources and I think you will have gathered from my remarks· this morl:ling 

and those of my coll eague that the· hU!llaif resources of Samoa are going hto be . •. 

stretched very t hinly a nd that they are going to have tremendous t asks to fulfil 

in Samoa itself . However, the question of t heir joining the United Nations 

i s one fo r them to consider and decide, 
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Mr . OBEIIBMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

Our last question r elate s to the sta~ement made by the r epresentative 

o:f t:1e Administering Authority i n pas t se~sions of the Trusteeship Council, 

in particular during the twenty- sixth session last y~ar. I r efer to tbe 

s ta.tE::aent made by the r eprenentative of New Zealand to t he effect that New Zealand 

had no intention of placing eny a r;:ned forces in t he Trust 'l'crri t or y or 

esta·olishing military bases there, or introducing Hestern Samoa in any other 

way into the pattern of military alliances of which New Zealand is a me::u:oer at 

the present time . We should like to a sk whether the s ituat:i..o!'l in this r espect 

remains unchanGed and whether the representative of the Administering Authority 

can, a t the present time, confirm tne statement l!l3.de on this subject last year 

by the Administering Author ity . 

Mr . QUENTI N-BAXTER ( Kew Zea.land): I can give that reassui·ance and 

reaffinnation without any qualification at all . . 

Russian) : 

Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet $ocial~st Republics ) (in~erpretation from 

We think that this confinnation and reaffir.nati on of the statements 

made bef ore the Council last year will be wel comed very warmly by a ll of us . 

These statements a r e so important .and siGru'.fttcant that they should be r:articularly 

stressed by the Council e ither in a draft resolution or i n a report of the Council . 

As to our general observations in connexion with the future of Hestern Samoa 

and the report of the United Nations Comnissioner f or the Plebiscite, we shall give 

these in our statement tomorrow. 

The PRESIDENT : Are there any other representatives who would like 

t o speak to this item? 

Si nce no repr esentatives have i ndicated that they wish to s peak now, and 

since the representative of the Sovie~ Union would like to make his general 

statement on Hestern Samoa :tomorro:-1, I take i t that the draft resoluti on which 

has been placed before the Council will have to be considered tomorrow also . 
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AGENDA ITEM 4a 

EXJ\J.'-1.INATION. OF COlmITIONS ~ THE TRUST TERRITORY. OF RUANDA-{,!RUNDI: ANNUAL ~PORT 

0~. TJill ADr-UNISTERING AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR . 1959 (T/1552·, 1572; T/L.1013; 

T/E:?. 3/133./Add.l, 136; T/PET.3/L.118-122; . T/pOM. 3/L.50-L.52) (continued) . 

.. ,- t~~.J;}:1~--L~vitation of the President, Mr. Coppens, Special Repr esentati.ve for 

tl:1:-: 'I':::u st 'l'cr-:r:i. 7'~!:Y of, -Ruanda-Urundi u!lder Belgian ad!ninistration, took .a placEr 

a t t he Tr '.;G.~:,c.:;sh.i.-p Council table. 

Hr . C.U.EYS BOtfuAERT (Belgiuc)(interpretation from French): In. re.ply 

to a questio~ posed at an .earlier meeting by the represent ative of the Soviet : 

Union, I wish to make a brief statement i~ order to give the Council members 

the. information which ·~ have in this connexion. 

At the outs~:t., :let me remind you that there ar~ no political crimes or 

offences. rec.ogn:j.zed in Ruanda-Urundi. The law inflicts penalties onl,y :fqr actual · 

offences and does not take into consideration, i n any way, the political. opinions .. 

of the offenders. At the request of the United Nations, the Administering 

Authority decided to relax this-.rul~ and .to give amnesty in connexion with . 

offences which were cou::mitted under the influence of strong political feeling 

during the period extending from l October 1959 to 1 April 1961, making an 

exception only of certain crimes which were considered to be very serious. 
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The firi;;t step to take, therefore, was to deternine which, during this 

period, were the offences wilich could properly be considered. to have been cotliillitted 

f'or political r eason::. . This was the role assumed by the Commission for Political 

Amnesty which was composed of three Belgian magistrates . This Commission 

examined slightly over 21 000 cases and among these 128 _were considered to fall 

in the category of very grave crimes, t bo.t i s crimes not covered by the .Aro.."'lesty 

Law. All the other cases were either offences which were ccn:oitted without 

political motives or offence::; coming under the terms of.the Amnesty Law . I 

would recall in this connexio_n that several hundred offenders bed already 

been released following collective or individual pardons , several ht.:.ndred core 

are at present being released from prison or are about to be released . I can 

also remind you of the.cases which were reviewed and which have not yet 

led to any conviction . I sought to get specific figures relating to these various 

cases , but I have not yet obtained them . In any case the total figure must be 

the difference between less than 21 000 cases, probably approxirr.ately 1 , 500, 

and the 128 cases which do not fa.11 under the Amnesty Law . The last, the 128 

cases, are at pre::;ent being review~d by the specie.l United Nations Commission . 

The Administering Authority will take up in the spirit of resolution 1605 

the cases submitted to it by the Special Commission with a viev to granting 

a :pardon _eventually . 

The PRESIDEI-JT: Does anyone wish to speak? Since there are no speakers 

who would like to speak on Ruanda-Urundi, I take it that the item on our anenda, 

namely, Ruanda- Urundi, is concl uded . 

I give the floor to the representative of the Soviet Union . 

Mr . OBERllil(O (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics ) ( interpretation 

from Russian ) : It seems to us that the problem of Ruanda- Urundi is of such a 

nature that perhaps it would be advisable to debate it to obtain more complete 

i nformation from the Administering Authority and see whether or not the 

Adoioistering Authority is ful~illing the terns of the General Assembly 

r esol ution on this question of Ruanda-Urundi . 
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(Mr . Oberem;~o , USSR) 

Thur; , we vould encourage the Administer:i..ng Authority to deploy· e7ery 

possible effort to implement the decisions of the Genero.l A::;::;embly i n 

the stipulated time . It seems to us that the members of the Trusteeshi;_:, 8ouncil 

are not so indifferent to this problem that they find it unnecessary to ask any 

questions ; t hat is why '1e think it would. perhaps be des irable to give the 

members of the Co1mcil more time in order that they may exprecs their views on 

this quection . 

The Soviet delegation in t urn :.ntends to express its view:; on the s ituation 

in Ruanda- U1·undi on the basis of the unfortunately rather vague, ambiguous 

and inco~plete in~o~mation that so far we have been given by the Ad~inistering 

Authority. 

i!ir . BH!Glli\:-1 (United. States of America) : I wi ::;h to cowment juGt very 

briefly on the reir:ar:~s just macie by the reprzcentative of the Soviet Union . I 

can a ssure him that oy delegation at least is not indifferent to the events in 

Ruanda-Urundi. \-le are all intensely concerned with events ther e o.nd it is per:1aps 

because of that concern that we at least have not intervened in tllis debate nor 

bave we asl:ed questions , nor do ,:e propose to ma!(e a ::;tatement by way of general 

debate . 

He are all awa:.~e that the United Nations Cor.imission, headed. by· 

Ambassador Dors inville, is cu:crently at work in tbe T~rritory and that t hey 

have very grave and heavy ::.·espon::;ibili t ies working with the repres~ntatives of 

the Administering Authority . It seems to us that we coi..1ld not possibly debate 

this n:atter intell igently here without the pi·esence of the Chairino.n of the 

Commission to advise us as to the course of events and surely it would not be 

wise at this critical juncturt: for him to interrupt his labour there, and that 

of the Commission, to return to give us that report . 

Therefore, in· ou.r view, tbere i s no purpose to be served by a debate at this 

time in this Council on the matter of Ruanda- Urundi. We are all intensely 

interested that the matter shoulu p~og4e::;s satisfactorily and that the terms of 

the resolution of the General. Assembly should be carried out . Bt:t the time for 

a debate on that subj ect will be the time vhen t he Commission submits its report 

on that subject and we feel that to embar!c upon a debate at this time would only 
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lead to some confus i on on the sitt:ation . We cenno~ sec ·that i t woul d -

serve any purpos e . I only intervene at this time to -emphasize· the feet that 

our ::iilence at this time is for this reason and not because ,:c a.r.e indiffere:1t •• 

to the matter . On the contrary we have, a s I have !;aid, t he most intense concern 

end it is our :fervent hope that matters wi:J:_l progress satisfactorily on the spot 

with the co- oper ation of all elements concerned -and at this staGe we .feel · tbe.t 

all we can do i s to €).-press that hope . 

The PRESIDENT : As I reroenber correctly, the r epresentative of I ndia, 

during the meeting yeGterday, e;~presscd the opinion that biG del egation might · 

a sk a ·few q_ueGtions in regard to t:1e conditions in Ruenda- Urun:ii, ba~ed on the 

further information t hat the Administering Autnority might be in a position to 

furnish to the Council . The Council has also i1eard -the stateIT!ent made. by the . . . . . ... . 
representative of the Soviet Union that. the debate on Huanda- Urundi :$l1ould· not 

at this stage be concl uded . 

Since at l east two r epresentatives hav:e eXJ)_i·e::.sed the .opinion tbn.t they 

might lil<.e t o n:a.ke statements bas ed on further information which . wi l l be furniched 

in dt:.e course by the 1·cpresentat.i ves of the Ac.l1ainis ter:inc; Author ity, the c:1air 

takes the position that the item on Ruanda- Urundi is not concluded and tha.t the 

Counc i l wi ll tal;e it up at a s ubsequent meeting . 

The Council will nou turn to the next item,which concerns conditions -in the: 

Trust Territory of the Cemer oonB under United Kingdom a.doinistration . 
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•• AGEJ'WA ITEM · 4c · 

EXAMINATION OF CONDITIONS IN . THE :TRUST TERRtTORi OF THE Cfu,1ER6or1~ u~E~: ~R-I TISH 
. ' . . . . •' . . . • . ~ • ~ • ~ . ',; . : . . ! . . . .. . •• , . • 

ADMINISTRATION: ANNUAL' REPORT: OF THE ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY ... FOR THE 'YP_.A.~ 1959 

(T/i5?5; T/t. 1011) ·,! •.'\., 

. ..... 

. $.ir Hugh FOOT ·.(United Kingdom) : · r.1r . ·Pr-esident , I had not ' expe·ct:ed 

that tl1is Jtem on :the· a gen.da would be reached this aftcrhoon·,·and ·t had tb~-~efore 

not , prepared any statement. But the situation i ·s/I 'think; · clear, :frot1•the·· '.. ,.,, 

pc;,int ,pf yiew of our -obligation. and therefore · I woiiid•·wish~ -:i.h or'de·r not ·1.0··: ·:.· . 

delay the worl~ of the· Council-; ·to make a short·' statement or· the pr·eserit po.s'it"ioii. 

The s i tuation is, of course, governe<i b y General Assemoly r esol ution· :i'6o8'('Xv) · 
and I s l1ould -renind the Council• 6f :the ,·principal provisions ·of ·t hat r ~aoiution, 

after -the .introduction · ond preano.l.e • ·: •• , · 

"The Gene ral· Assembl7r .: •• ~-•. 

"2. Endorses t he :resuJ.:ts • o·f ·th'e·· plebi scites • that: • • 

" ( e) Tbe ·people of the Northern· Came~o6ns··. he. ve-;, by' a 'subs'tantial •• 

majority, decided· to achiev.e , independence 'by Joinfn'g° the inc.ependent •• • • • 

Federation· ·of Ni!!eria · · ··· •. :.,:' .. ·, - : •' -'· •. :' , ..... :. · : · .·. ·- .-. . ~ , 
"(b ) · T~1e people· o.f' .. t.he -Southern ··ca:hieroohS ' have siinilarly d.e'c:'ided 

. ~ . . 
to achie•:e independence by joining t .'e independent Republic· o f ··caraeroun; 

• 
113. (;;)nsiders :that, . the· ·peopl·e t of 'the· two part's o f the Trust· Territory 

having· fr~ely. and sec::-etly e~resse4 -their 'wishes with regard to: .. the.ir •• .! : •• : 

respecti\'e , futures in occorderrce . -wi t h General Assce:nbly ·resolutions · 1:552(XIV) 

.. . ~nd ... 14'(3 (.XIV) ; the decisions made·: by t hem through democ ratic process~s· ~-' .. •• 

under t he supervision of the United Nations • shoUld • be imoediatelir·· .. 

implemented; 
11 li.. Decides .that/ t he .pleb1·scit es·· •having beeri tak~n . . separ.a.te.ly with 

diff ering r esults, the Trusteeship Agreement of 13 December 1946 c6nce~nln'g· 

.t.h~ -. CaI!leroons under United K:1.ngdbm ·,afu.1iniStration ! shall be terminated/ in 

accordance with Article ·76 b bf'. the•.Charter·.·of the United ·Nations :and ''in·· • 

agreement with the Admj,nistering • Authority, in ·,the following Dltlnne~ :· .. 

"(a) Hith respect to the Northern Cameroons , on 1 June 1961, upon its 

joining the· Federation of Nigeria as a separate province of the Northern 

Region o f Nigeria; 
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'
1 (b) With respect to the Southern Cameroons, on 1 October 1961, 

upon i t .s joining the Repub~ic of Cameroun; 
11 5. Invites the Administering Authority, the Governme:it of the Sout hern 

Cameroons and the Republic of Cameroun to initiate urgent discussions with 

a view to finalizing , before l October 1961, the arrangements by which t h.e 

agreed and declared policies of the parties concerned will be implemented." 

That was the substantive :part of the resolution passed by the General 

Assembly, and I think it only remains for me to report on the action taken to 

carry out the directions on the invitation of the General Assembly :in r egard t ·o· 

the negotiations between the Government of the Southern Cameroons and the 

Gov~rnment of the Republic of Cameroun. 

Discussio!ls on the co)Ilpl ex matters which have to be settled before the 

date stated are continuous . They have been going forward over e. considerable · 

period of time and a meeting took place in t he middle of June at Buea, the 

cepitel of the Southern Cameroons, a ttended by· the representatives of the 

Southern C~meroons, o'? the Republic .of Cameroun and of the United Kingdom 

Government. Some progress was made at those discussions and informal 

discussi ons have continued since, and it is hoped that further discussions 

will take place very soon as a result of the informal talks which are proceeding 

without interruption. 

That is the main point that I have to report to thi s Council. It would 

not be possible, nor, I think, desirable, to attempt to cover the points , many 

-of them, as I say, complex, which have to be settled in these discussions 

while t hey are under discussion by the .two authorities concerned in accor dance 

with the wishes of the General Assembly. 

The PRESIDENT: On beh~lf of the Council I w,is i1 to thank the 

representative of the United Kingdom for his statement. 

Does any member wish to ask questions or make comments on the statement 

just made by the representative of the United Kingdom.? 

I call on .the· representative of the Soviet Union. 
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Mr. OBB:1ENKO (Union of Soviet Socialis·t Republics) (.interpretation 

from Russian): Since we a:.-e at the present time taking up this problem in a 

rath;3r unexpected way, we ,:rould hope that at future meetings the representative 

of the United Kingdom could possibiy provide us with n:ore concrete and. 

comprehe'nsi \Te information regarding the neeotiations which are. to bl'ing a.bout 

the fulfilnent of the terms of the General Assembly resolution. 

I should lil<e to· know whether we. may expect to receive this more detailed 

arid concrete information· subseq_uentl:"{• He should also like to ask how the • 

Administering .Authority plans'to report to the General AssetublY, to inform that 

body. Is it to re:1,;ort to·· the· Gene:i:al· Assembly on the conduct of these • 

negotiations ancl their outcome so that various questions may be put in this 

connexion? He should like to know when we can expect to hear the concrete 

outcome of these negotiations. 

Sir Hurh FOOT (United Kingdom): I should like to be able to make 

a full comment in answer to the question that has been raised, but I must frankly 

say that I cannot holcl out any prospect that it will be possible to do so before 

this Council completes its present duties. The discussions have led to one 

tripartite meeting in Buea, to which I referred, in the midclle of last month; 

I do not believe that it will be :possible for any further tripartite meeting 

to take place before our o,m work o.t this Council's session is concluded. It 

woulcl therefore be q~,i te wrong for me to hold out an;/ prospect that I can :make 

a fuller report before our work is .completed, as I understand it ought to be 

soon after the middle of this r::onth. 

There is a second heading to the question. I cannot say ,rhen tbese matters 

will be disposed of by agreement between the two parties principally concerned 

though Great Britain is also most concerned in achieving a satisi'actory 

settlement of all outstanding points -- or how, exactly, it would be right 

for the report to be Bade. But I note the comment, or rather, the request, of 

the representative oz the Soviet Union that a report should be made in due course. 
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Mr . HOOD (Australia) : At the risk of appearing to r~is~ unnecessary 

difficulties, I should like to say that i t seems to me, objectively spea!dng, 

that we ~re getting into somewhat deep wate~s at the present stage of our 

business . A great deal of what has been put before the Council during this 

afternoon in relation to three Territories -- three in one afternoon - - refers 

to politic~l arraneements affecting the future status of the Territories under 

di scussion. The Trusteeship Council has always in the past rightly exercised 

its obligation to examine conditions within the Territories in <'rder to assure 

i tself that the .Administering Authority in each case is discharging its O"l-m 

responsibilities vis- ~-vis the respective Trusteeship Agreements. 
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It would seem to me that we a re in· some danger of getti'ng into ·-te rritory which 

is not st;rictly the province of the Trusteeship Council, namely, we a:re dealing 

here in some respects wi-th recorc:nendatio'ns and dec{_sions of the General· J :sserab.ly 

• in r espect of political niatters and :poli t:!.ce.l · arrangements . It is not a point ·· 

which I would uant to press . · But I do ptit it that ,.fe shoula· not perhaps 

contenn_.::ilo.te that all these matters have to be ·discussed· in the Council and 

explained in the Council . The proper place for the exposition of the politi~al 

arrangements is probably· in -i;he Gerieral t .. s sem'bly, in the Fourth Committee, and 

not in _ this Trusteeship Council . I - tliinl< we· , rould then huve our o,:n remaininG 

business better ·organized and niore orderly if that thought might perhays be 

borne in mind . 

The FRESIDEJ;T: • The Council' ho.s just heard the statement made by the 

representative ·of .~ust:-alia.. ..:ire · there any com.-rnents? 

If ·there are no questions to be put to the representative of the 

~-:i.dministering :·,uthori ty in reGard to cond.i tions in the Csmeroons und<fr Uni tea. 

Kingdom Administration, the Chair takes it that the working paper on conditions 

in the Cam~roons whi-::h is circ1.uated in document T/L.iOll should be ' included 

in the Council's r eport to the General Assembly: 

l.ir . Oiii'lEi-i::•, ( Union of Soviet Socia.list Republics )(interpretc.tion 

f'rom Russi en) : \le col!sider t':1.at the Trusteeshil) Council ' s re~)o1·t :::hould also 

include the statements ·li!ade he!'e in the Council in · om• ver.1 bri ef cons-i.d~ration 

of the problem, that is to say, refcre~1ce should be ma.de to the fact th:it 

information ,1as ree;_ues-ccd -::eee.rding the conduct of negotiations and the ·.fulfilment 
. , . 

of . the Genc:ral .,i.ssetibl:r resoh,tio!'l on the· Cameroons under Uni tecl I<in.::;do;:i 

_:,.funinistratiou . I thin1( thc.c ·this should be on record o.'s -i;ell 'ns the i~ei~ly _ ... .. 

of · the r epresent~'·-"~ive of the United IG.ngdom, ,1ho, if ue • unde':::-st~6d hi_m· correctly, 

assured ·ti'le Tri.:.s~cesllip Coi.mcil thn.t the .:.dmini~tering ,~uthoi.~i ty • vill make every 

effort to present a re!)ort at the p!'oper time p~ior to the next session of the 

General Assembly regarding tbe ·fulfili:lent of the terms of the General ~ssemoly 

resolution adop ted at the· last session·. He feel tho_t e.11 these points should. 

be included in the report of the Trusteeship Council . 
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Sir Hugh FOOT (United I<ingdoo ): '!:'here are two pointn that I think nre 

On one of them I certainly ,.,.-ould· agree it would be r ig:lt c.nd pr~:;_:,cr, in 

addition to dealing wi t h the annual r e]_')~rt for 19.59 in the wey the President 

suggested , that a note of tlle question raised by the delcga.te of the Soviet Union 

and of the reply made sho,.ud be made in ou:i.· r ecord. That's the first point . 

I see no objection to that. It seems to me that as ii, iG right and proper- it 

should be so . 

Cn the second point -- forgive me if I ' m not yet fully i'O!ni1io.r with 

the p1.~oce&ures of the Organization certainly I agree th::?.t it would be right 

and proper that a report should be made f ollowing the cowpletion of the 

negotiations . That should be read.e as soon as possi ble after the agreement, as 

·we trust, 1-n.ll be reached . llow s.nd o.t 11hat particular time, I'm a f ro.id that 

I would not be able t o say, but the point I think is, on 1;pich we are agr eed, 

that ·when t hese negotiations have been completed and agreement reached, 

in the 11roper E'!anner and a t the prop~r time a report should. be ~:>.de to the 

Organization . 

The PR~SI DEHT: If there is no objection to the sum;estion made by 

the represen-:.ative of the Soviet Union end supported by the representative of 

the United Kingdom the Cour1cil ,.-ill so decide. 

J.:r . I(USCZIUSKO-I-10!\IZBT (France )(interpretation from French) : 

J..t this stage in our debate I in no way :propose to speak to this q_ut:stion of 

the Cameroons . I should, hor:ever, li!(e to reserve the position of my dele3ation, 

which did not have an opportunity to s t udy the substance of the m:.~tter. I should 

like to ernphasiz.e -- aud ~.;his should be properly recorded -- that on a reading 

of' the Genero.l Assembly resolution it does.not seem to me t hat the Administering 

Authority is in duty bound to report to the next session or the General .'~ssembly 

on this matter. I am not, however, prejudging the ·substance of the natter . 

I simply ,-iant to put forward this view of my delegation, and possibly I can 

elaborate on it in proper time, not before the Trusteeship Counci; for at the 

present time this debate would seem to be r ather meaningless , but if need be 

subsequently before the General J\osemoly . 
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The Cl:L\IRi,·lilE :· The· comments by the rep:i.~esentative of France ,Till _P:_. ;:: r-:-, , 

duly ri=corded in the record·s· . of' the Cocilcil . 
: .. . . 

The last i tera on our agenda today concerns the 9.ues_tion of "The attainment 
' . • . . . • • .. ... . . . . ., . ' ,\ 

of self :..government o r· independence · by the Trust Territories and application to . 

Trust· Territories· of the Declarat.ion on the ~ranting of indep·e~d.e~ce to ~oi~-~ -~f 
~ • . .: . ·: :: 

countries and peoples" . 

I suppose· no member is prepa red rie;ht now to participate i n the debate . 

fues ai::iy .. ~ernbe/ uish· to cor:iriient? I suppose that many mem~ers of ·the Council 

would lil~e to a.dd.re~s themselves to this · very important item on the'· agenda, but' 
as this is not ari ··appr~pria.t~· tim~, in. view of the lo.teness of the hoi:i;· -- it is 

. .. .. 

. ; 

, ; • ' I • 

now 5 o I ciock I tal:e it that the members might be well interested in 
. ,. , ... . , . 

.. . .... . 
whut is Going on in the next cbaober, if the debate is still going on there . 

Does any r.iember wish to corr.rnent otherwise? 
• • ... i. ·.: . . .·. ,,. 

!-u< OIE:IBUI~O (Union of Sov.ie·(s~ci~li:~.t'°~ep~bii~s·)(interpretati.on from ·-- •. · . 
Russian) : He consider that the probi~~ ·, j·us:/r~ised· o.nd put befor e 

the Council, that is,. the question of 't~/a;pli"~a.tion to th~ Trus~ Ter~i tories •• ~. ,. 
', . 

of the Declaration on the granting of indepen.dence to colon~al countries .and 

peoples, is a p:.~blen ''llhich can well be considered the ~ajor i tern .on the agenda .. 

of t~~ ''co:uncil, u:;~l ·i·:, uust therefore 1?e r.i.ost co.ref_ttl.ly. exm:n~ncd by the Council~·-· •• 
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Clearly, the Soviet delegation will speak on thin subject and e::-:prcss its 

views thereon and we hope also to hear t he views of all other mer.:bers of the 

Co:uncil, s ince this is an ext remely vital question. We should like to know, 

i-ir , ? r esident , how you propose to dir ect t he debate on this par~icular question, 

So far as we remember, after the majority of the Counc_il unfortunately 

r ejected a Soviet propozal to submit a special r epor t to the General Assembly 

at its sixteenth session r egarding implementation of the Declaration on the grant inf 

of independence to colonial countries and peopl es , a proposal submitted by 

India was adopted, to the effect t hat a special chapter in the r eport of the 

Trusteeship Council to the GonercJ. /..eocr:ibly shoul d cover this poi nt. 

He should like to know whether you, Sir, have any in.for mation as t o how 

this chapter is to be drafted and how the debate on this very import ant item 

is to be carried out . 

The PRESIDENT: As is well known .to the Council, a decision was made 

by t he Council that u che~tcr 6hould be devoted to this i tem -- that i s , the item 

on the attainment of independence ·,:._ with r efer ence t<? General 'Assembly 

r esolution i514 (A'V) on the granting of independence to colonial. countries 

and peoples . 

The Chair' s position is this : that the Council will have to decide 

what form and substance this chapter -- I believe it is chapter V -- which_.will 

be included in the Council' s r eport to the Gene;ral Assembly, should assume . 

I take i t that when we consider this matter at a subsequent meeting, perhaps 

tomorrow, the Council will have to decide how that chapter should be formulated 

and included in the Council ' s report t o the General. Assembly. Obviously, members 

of the Council will make. certain statements which will be carefully noted by the 

Secretariat and included. 

The f i nal form should be decided upon by the Council and, pf course, the 

Chair is not in any position to ·assume what for m it should take . If that is 

clear, I t ake it that the Council will so decide . 
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Tor.1orrow, there will be tirn meetings of' the Council.. At our morning 

meeting, the.Council will resume consideration of' the item conc.erning 

Western Samoa and then resume the item concerning Ruanda-Urundi • 

. The Chair would earnestly ask members to. be ready with any statements 

which they may wish to make so that we can, we.hope, dispose of these items. 

Also on our agenda tomoi·row will be the yery i=rcrtcnt itc□ conccrni!:G • 

attainment of self-governrnc-1.t or independence. 

1-Ir. OBEREIJ(O (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

Russian): Hr. President, we have no objection to the procedure you have just 

outlined regarding the deba.te on this item. Now, with your permission, we should 

like to make a :f'ew comments which are not directly related to the item under 

discussion, but we should like :to make these comments if you feel that this is 

the proper time for µ.s to speak. We would be grateful for an opportunity to 

comment at this time. 

The PRES:::DEI'iT: Before I give the floor to the representative of the 

Soviet Union, I-was goin3 to mention the items that we will be taldng up tomorrow; 

that is, in addition to the item on the attainment of self-government or 

independence, we have other items such as the revision of the Questionnaire, 

dissemination of infc~~ation, Offers of study and training :facilities, 

arrangements for a vi::::i·::.ing mission to Nauru and_ Neil Guinea and revision of 

the rules of procedure of the Trusteeship Council. 

l-ir. OB:SRENKO ( Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) ( interpretation from 

Russian): He should like very briefly to dwell on three problems which are of 

interest to. our delegation, regarding which we should like to have some 

information. 

The Secretariat distributed the text of a petition in document T/PET.3/L.120; 

this is a petition dated 8 Nay ;1.961 and it is addressed by 1-Ir. r-iushatsi-Kareba, 

a petitioner from Ruanda-Urundi. First of all., we do not understand why this 

petition, which was received by the Secret~riat in 1-Iay, has not yet, apparently, 

been distributed to members of the Council. We are not clear either as to why 

the complete wording of' the petition has not been published. , We should like to 
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have the Secr.:-::ta.riat disti·ibuted the eo~lete text of this petitio:::1 in the next 

few days as well as a translation of this petition i!lto Hussia:1 wh::.cl1 we 1..:rgently 

need . 

I no;,, come to my second question, which concerns doct?ment T/i., . :1.012/.Add .2 

rel?..ting to Nauru. 'rhis addendur.1, the question of the · inclusion of which was 

rais ed. by the Doviet d.elegation an<l approved by the Council, includes s_tetements 

mate her e by i·'.r . Gaba.du , a me~ber of the Ihuru Local Government Council . 

Fc.,1~ :;:'.;.)::!.COGS wbich 'We fo.il to unders tanc:, the Secretariat unfortunately has not 

inc.~.-:-.~,,-:J i.n this document some ir:,:9ortant parts of the statement made by 

E.t.' . 0~'.:2.:°i1.\ in t ~1e Cotmcil, wilicll do, however, appear in· the records o:f our 

1;K,~:':.L1?;s . I :::efcr norc: particularly to an il:;:;,ortant state.!:lent made by 

i,ir . (8.·02.::.u to the ef feet thn.-'.; the opinion of the Hauruan people on r esettlement 

ir:. i-.ustralita as appears i n a part of his statement on pat;e 2l of 

T/PV . ll56 -- is as follows : 

:•As i-~e understand it, if we are to be resettled in ,;ustraJ.ia, that can 

b e d01:e on.l:r nt the expense of sacrificing our national identity as a 

Nauruo.n people . " 

./1.nd, subsi:::quently, we find the following e::·q>l anation Given by Er. Gaba.du --

an explar.<J.cion of the r easons for which the l'Jauruans find ti1e proposal · of the 

.J\dministerl.ng 1\u-~hority r eGarding resettlement to be unaccepto.ble . Hr. Gabe.du 

. concluded his statement by saying: 

:,Therefore , to us, resettle:nent on an island or in n place where we can 

rete.in our identity as Hauruans is a moat important natter ." 

Reference has quite rightly beemr.a.d.e to t his part of the sta.teme!lt by 

various me:nbe!.'S of the Council. durins the course of the general _debate and we 

feel that this statement of J-ir . Gabadu -- which is one of the most importo.nt 

state1:1ents made by him be;fore the Council -- should be included :.n extenso 

in the document concerned. 
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We should lil~e to have the Secretariat complete t his document with the 

sta.tement which I have just quoted and t al~en from the verbatim record of 

the meetinG of the Trusteeship Conucil held on 26 .June of this year . 

I come now to the last question tiw.t \:e si1ould like to x::d se , m1Ll t ,i::.~ 

is in connexion wi th the sU1J1.rr.tu-y records of the •rrusteeship Counci l. He have 

no complaints a ce.inst our interpreters , nor do we have any compl a int s a.go.inst 

those who drc.ft tl1ese records . He r ead through these records o.nd find tlmt 

our sto.tem~nt s are correctly r eflected in the records of the meeting::; . This , 

howeve r , can be said only of the verbati m records and not of t he s wr,.mary 

r ecordG . 'i'he documents whi ch appear tmdt:!r the symbol 11T/SR11 virtut>.lly do not 

reflect statements me.de by t he r ep r-esentati ve of the Soviet Union and bo.ve 

to be corrected b;;- us . ('.uite frequently we have had to submlt u complete 

text i n correction of o. stete .. :ent uhich appeared under our nan:e in tile surrnury 

records . We cull the attention of the Secretariat to thi s so that the quality 

of the swr.mary r ecor ds r;:uy be improved upon. 

i-ir . PRO:rI 'fCJI (Under- Secreta ry) : Rego.rdinG the t wo points which 

we re r o.ised by the represento.t i ve of the Soviet Union, the Secre tariat wi ll l ook 

into ti.1e mutter, a nd at our next meeting I will be in a position to c;i ve u reply 

concerning the petition mentioned . 

nesc.rdin;:; the addition to the working pape r , this wi l l be to.ken into 

account und the necesuo.r,t correction will be made i n the working pc.per which 

wo.s circulated . 

Regarding the third point , the attention of t he competent service of the 

Secretariat uill be clro.,m to the question of the sumne.r y records of the Council . 

The meeting rose ut 5.15 p .m. 




