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Sornalilnncl under Italian ac1ministration l3il ( cont:Lrn.i.ed) 

Date of inclepenclence of the·Trust Territory of Somo.liland 
unclcr Italian a.duinistration /T}f( continue d) 
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(Italy) 
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The Officia l Record. of this meeting, i.e.; the summary record, 

will appear in provisional mimcor;rcq,hed form und,::r the symbol 

T/SR.1099 and will be subject to representatives' corrections. 

It will appear in final form in a printed volume. 
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AGEI!DA ITS,.:S °Jg, 15 trnd 19 

EXAMHTATIOH OF AHWJAL REPORTS OF Am-IIIUSTIJHI:G AUI'iICRH'IES Ol.J THE ADLII'.IS'IHATIOn 

OF TRUST TERRITORIES; Sot-lALII.AdD Ui!DIB ITALIAU ADMHlIS'l'Ri-\Tivi'J ('r/L975; 

T/PET .11/L.61-L. 73; T/COM.11/L. 352- 31+6; 348- 351; 354- 360) : DATE GF 

Il{DEPENDENCE OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF SCI,IA.LIIA;m UilDIB ITALIAN ADi,;IilISTru\TIOH 

(GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIOl1J 1418 (XIV); T/1534 and T/1537): REFr.;.nT <.,F '£HE 

mnTED I-ffi.TI01JS ADVISORY com:CIL FCR THE TRUST TERi,ITCTIY CF Sot-.i1.LII.AiID U1TDi-li 

ITALIAN AD1'1INISTRATION (T/1516) ( contit~ued) 

At the invitation of the Prcsil'!ent, rr. Baradi (i·Lili1)p:;.nes) ac~l 

Mr. de Holte Castello (Colcmbia), me, ribers of the Ad\·isO.!'.Y Cetmcil fOi' Sc1.'.c1l:ilnncl 

under Italian adr.linistration, took places at the Trustce:ship Cc:.:ncil table. 

At the invit2.tion of the Presiuen~. !•ij~, Fettan1,)pa-Sand.ri, Speciel 

Rep:cesentotive for tte Trust Territory of Somalilancl ur.cl.er ItaJ.:i.ai" administn:,t:i.cn 

took a place at che Trusteeship Council table. 

General debate (continued) 

1-lr. 1!.0IJTIBO DE VARGJ\.S (Paraguay) ( intcrpretatio1. from G.9an:i.si1) : It is 

a privilege to represeni:, Paraguay on this occasion, on occas:i.on wllen ti1c C0u11cil 

is studying and analysing the last or latest report c,f the i,dministerin::; 

A. thority for the Territory of Somaliland. The Republic of Italy exercises this 

'r:,_·usteeship, and en 1 July, in a very few days from now, Son:aliland will achieve 

its full independence. 

The reading, analysis and conclusions of the documenta cim:. pi·esented by the 

Administering Authority give us a very clear pictute of the progress achieved 

in the Territory of Scmaliland i:1 ·i:,he political, econc1dc and sociul fields. 

The opening statement, which was p·resented in such a fine manner by i-ir. Pla~:a on 

behalf of the Administering Authority, and also the statement made by the Special 

Representative, Mr. l<"'etta:cappa-Sanclri., have provided us with sufficient material 

as to the work performed by Italy, leading to the progress ancl welfare of the 

inhabitants of Somaliland. 
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(Mi-:. Montc:.o de V:1r ;:;as, Paraguay) 

The opinions ex1,ressecl oy Mr. Bc.1·adi, Crw.i 1·mcm of the 1-\dvisory Colincil, and 

the co-operation displayed by Mr. de Holte Costello, a distinguished member of 

the Advisory Council, have gi·ren lis an idea of the efforts niade Ly t he people 

of Somaliluncl and t~1e ·considerable assistance given by the 1\clmi11isterinG i\uthori ty. 

The statement made by the Miilister of the Soniali Goven.rnent~ IUs Excellency 

Hagi FarG.h Ali Omar, was inde ed •-.i'ery i1;1pressive. The· o:pinio.hs , and juclu;ements 
. ! ' ~. 

which he expressed were of broad scope and were based on fine principles. I 

believe that thi's Council will be especially ·grateful to him inasmuch 2.s he 

represents the thouc;hts of a pe'ople i1ho v1;;;ry • shortly will achie-.'e their 

·independence and sovereignty. The op'ii-iions and judg.::ments of Minister Hugi Farah 

We h8.ve full conficie1:ce in tl1ose views. He fs:::el tLa:t Minister H:.1.gi Fnrah is a 

leader: wLo repreccints o. Goverr.m211t and people tho.t will soon· recEi ve full control 

of the destiny of the Hepublic of Somaiio.. • 

I should like now to refer to certain ~,.spects in ti.1e political fielc.i, ar..d 

then I shcill wake refei·ence to the economic and social fie:ld;;;. In the political 

field, ray ciclq:;ation would like to emphasize · the assurances ci ven by 

Mhiister li[1gi Fa :!.~&11 that unaer tiie plan for the transfer of powersJ the transfer 

is being cnrried out rapidly and on 1 July all ~espocsibilities will have been 

transf'e:.creci to t.ie peo1)le ancl GO\'e.cnmeiit of ' Somalia and that upon termination of 

the T1~usteesi1ip 1\grecment, the 'first E1ct of the Government will be to approve 

the Constitution of the Republic. 'This Consti t·~ition estnbiis~ies • the rights of 

the citizens ar:d SUPl)Orts the Declo.ratioi:1 of H01na11 Hights. • A law· of 

citizenship will. also be approved and appli°ed. 

Hith respect to the economic field, we note that imports i·1ave been 

increased 'by 11, per cent and that exports l-:a--.re been increased by 02 per cent. 

We note also that the anticipated deficit for 1960 has decreased. In accordance 

with the plan of the J\.d:r.iiniste ring li.uthori ty, all t} .. is will be transferred to 

tlle Government of Somalia, which will exercise tLe functions of a Central Bank 

of the Republic of Somalia. 
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The training of Somali personnel hes been handled very well by the 

Administering Autr.ority and the trnining of public officials is being undertaken 

at the Central Bank and at 1 1Institut n:obilier. Upon the request of the 

Government of Somaliland, the Government of Italy intends to continue its 

assistance and to give the necessary economic assistance to ths new inde:pe:1dent 

State. My delegation would like to place special emphasis on this fact. 

Hi th respect to the social and ecluc2.tional fields, the Administerii1g 

Authority has continued its assistance and has even increased it. The 

functioning of labour 1.mions also will be e.ssured. For example, there alreacly 

exists the Somali Confederation of \forl:ers, which is made up of some nine unions, 

and the Unit20. Federation of Workers, which is made up of some seven other unions, 

A law has been .. 1ritten to regulate the conflicts which mii;ht arise ancl to help 

settle harrr.oniously tne difficulties between employees and employers, A system 

of social security is in full force, aud this assists in maintaining good 

relations between employees and employers. 

The: repo1·t of the Administering /1.uthori ty provides us with some statistics 

in relation to the social security syste1:1 and matters related to iieo.lth 

insurance as well as accident and disability insurance. 

Hith :ceGard to public health, -we note on page 126 of the :ceport of tbe 

il.&ninisterin6 Authority some interesting informo.tion on the services given at 

the service hospitals in the Territory, in particular the De M,}.rtino Eospi tal, 

the Rava Hospital and the.Forlanini Hospital, as well as the Chemical and 

Pharmaceutical Institute, tl1e Re6ional Hospital at Bosaso and various oti1er 

institutions in Mogucliscio and other communities of t:he Territory. 
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(Mr. i-·'.ontero ci.0arr~as, Paraguay) 

Also,on pac;e 129 of t he same report, we are shown the non-governmental health 

services. They show us the campaic;ns against malaria, tuberculosis, venereal 

disease, leprosy and so forth. 

With re13ard to primary, secondo.ry and advanced ednci tion, the report gives 

us sufficient data and cxplanatiorn:; en pc.geo 140 to 150. 1-iy delegation would 

emphasize this chapter in the report and we would say that s reat pro_gress has 

been achieved. 

To mal;:e a more detailed analysis of the intense and effective work 

accomplished by the Administerinc Authority would be rather easy, and indeed my 

deleGation could do it, sine~ in this particular case of Somaliland under Italian 

administration we find much information which could be of special interest f'or 

study here 1::y the Council. But we do not winh to expatiate on all t hese matters 

inaomuch as all Council members are aware of the fact that the undert~king which 

Italy assun1cd under the Trusteeship Agreement has been fully i mplemented. The 

people and the Government of Italy must feel proud of, and this Council must feel 

highly satisfied with, the efforts which have been made. 

a very sp l endid job. 

Italy has indeed done 

In e::-:t endinc these conGratulations to your country, l'Ir. President, I should 

like to refer to the final opinion voiced by Ambassador de Holte Castello, which 

can be st:.-nmed up as follows: No one could believe in a miracle. However, the 

people of Somaliland and the Adm:!.nistering Authority, jointly vith the specialized 

agencies of the United Nations · -- the World Health Organization, UIJESCO, the Food 

and f1grj_culture Organization, the International Labour Orgo.nisation and UNICEF 

nevertheless achieved. this miracle in the brief period of ten years' time, and 

they have brought t he people of Somaliland to a position where they can achieve 

their full independence and sovereignty on 1 July next. My delegation would 

associate itself with this tribute paid by Ambassador de Holte Castello. 

At this stage, my delegation would like to r efer to an important aspect 

brought out by Mr. Plaja: the assistance which the Government and people of 

Somaliland will need in the future after having achieved their independence. The 

Administering Authority has drawn up economic and social development plans. To 

execute these plans, a!:ic-ietance of an economic nature will be required. 
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As a country entering upon its independence, the Republic of Somalia needs special 

attention from other friendly countries ar,d f1•om the United Nations. 

regard to the United Nations, we have the fullest conf:1.d.cnce that all necessary 

rnec:.sures will be taken so that the specialized ac;encien will continue their very 

f'ine work under resolutions already approved bJ• the Economic and Social Council, 

and we believe that, the Organization will extend. its assistance on a broad scale 

to the people and Government of Somalia so tbat these economic and social plans 

can be continued. 

Following out this line of ideas, we would say that we greatly appreciate 

the support furnished by the United Kingdom. This is a work of c;reat solid2rity 

·with the people of the future Republic of Somalia. · 

T·here is one fact which I should like to bi·in(j out. • I take the i_;reo.tcst 

pleasure in stating that the Philippines, Colombia arid the United Arab Republic 

dese:cve our tbo.n:;:s for the very fine worl: done by tLeir ~ 1'0}~e~;.:e11 on the Acl01isory 

Council for 8ot iaLl.lanc1. 

In conclusion, I should like to ask Hac;i Farah Ali Omar, when he returns to 

his co1.mt:-y, to trcmsmi t our very best wishes to the people of Scmalilnnd and to 

the l enrJers c-:: the Govern..'llent, the Prime Minister and the Pres~dent ·of the 

Constit·, 1ei.1t. .Asser::bly. On behalf of the delegation of Par.:1g1.w.y, m:iy I sny tlmt 

we hor,e t'.1,tt Sc::ialia will soon join us as a MGmuer of the United Hat ions. 

Just 

some :f)ur wee1.:s before tb() inde:pend.cncc of Scma.1iler.d under Ita lian ac1ministration, 

it woE r0 c31.•c ely nccecsary for the Trusteeship Coun~il to p::.·oceec. to an examinati.on 

of the si-tue.ticn of that 'l'erritory ::.n the customo.ry mo.nner. It w~s a happy state 

of affairs th0..t the questions put to the Special Reprcoentative were limited by 

tacit agrecrucnt and that the Council went on i mmediately to. the ger.eral deba.te 

Our contribution to this debate will also be very br:tef. It is not that 

there are no further political, economic or social problems in this Territory, 
.J • • 

but that these prqbler.is have now escaped the responsibility of the international 

Organization, and the process of accession of Somaliland to interrn1tional 

sovereigtty has been de_finitely settled. The formal act of recognition of 
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(Mr. Koscziusko-I:orizet, France) --------·---·'-----

independence and the transfer of the residual powers of the Italian administration 

will simply consecrate, on· 1 July next, a situation which already exists. 

This transition will be easy. Independence has been granterl to a 'I'crr:ttory 

which, for some four years now, has hacl its own Government and its o,m parliament, 

and where universal suffrage is cuGtomary. , Italy therefore did not wait for the 

very threshold of independence to set up all the machinery of a democratic State, 

and we see this in the report of the Administering Authority with regard to the 

implementation of resolution iJ1-18 (XIV) of the General Assembly. Autonomy is 

coming into effect along with independence. We know what a felicitous method 

this was and what good results it has led to. 

The report of the Advisory Council, the abundant docmnentation provj_ded by 

the Italians and Somalis, the introductory speech o:f Hr. Plajo. and Hagi Farah Ali 

Omar's sto.tement allow us to appreciate the events which have recently occurred. 

The plan for transfer of all governmental powers to an independent Govermnent, 

submitted a year uc;o by Italy, has been followed up without o.ny obstacles. All 

the questions in paragraph l~ • of the resolution adopteu on 5 December 1959 by the 

General As::iembly have been settled without.any delay. 

And so it is that the Legislative Assembly of lfog2.discio wo.s trnnsformed, on 

25 January lust, into o. Conntituent Assembly, and this Constituent Assembly was 

enlarged on 21 May by the addition of twenty provinional members, just as it had 

been enlarged'two months before. I refer to the :political committee called upon 

to draw up the draft constitution. 
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(~. Koscziesl~.9-Morizet, Fro.;1ce) 

I am sorry that the three opposition ·parties clid not feel it 1,0ssible to 

• participate in the work of this Corr,initt('!e. Perhaps they will now go along 

and co-operate in the drafting of the constitution. He learned with grent 

interest that this constitution will later be submitted for po:mle.r ratific:•t ion 

by referendum, wllicl1 also fits witi1in the framework of resolution l!J-18 Cav). 
Immedi2.tel~r J before 1 July 1960, t:1e Somali h.sserubly will elect a tem_i)Ol'l'.ry 

President of the F.epublic w~10, on the day of independence, will 1irornulgate 

the constitution which will immediately come into force provisio!1ally. 'i.' ilUS 

will have teen settled veJ.:y simtJly tl1e problem wllicll ;1as been clei,ated so rnuci1 

here in the Trusteeship Council, namely, t~e promulgation of tl .e co~stitution 

and the electlon of ti1e PresiC:ent. Very often around t, ,is table we enc;o:..,e 

in very aci tated and t;1eoretical discussions. So;netirnes the proolc,a, lil~e 

the problem o:i:' the i:en or t!1e 8£:;G, whic;1 came :i'irs;_:-., seerr.ed inco1;able of solution. 

However, in this case, om.·. Italian friends LIO.Ve f'ounu. a simple solution wllic :1 , 

lH:e Cbristopi,er Colwn1ms I ec;u;, has solved t:1e vro1.1le:;1. 

In a fev weeks' time Sornaliland will achieve its inue1ienclence. However, 

not all problems have been solved. \lh.en we loo1~ at the economic prospP.cts of' 

this new State we realize t!iat we iiave fewer reasons for optimis,u tlian we hs.ve 

in the co:istitutionnl-political field, T'.1e Italian represento.tives :1nve 

stated bere very b1·illiantly an<l . concisely · all aspects of tl,e problem. 

do not pretenu tl,at everythin5 is rierfect in Somaliland or that the economy of 

the country is flourislling. No.tural obstacles are difficult to overcome and ti1e 

national resources are very limited indeed. He must admit tlla.t the situation 

seems sorne,11lat alarming, but we must also congratulate t;1e Administe1·ing 

Authority inasmuch as from the very beginning it has atteL1pted to find all 

humanly possible solutions to assure the establishment of a viable econrn;1y. 

Studies and surveys made on several occasions by Italian or;;an1zations have 

pe1·rnittecl us to drai:,1 up a cletailecl inventory of t11e reguirernents and resources 

of tlle new State. Quite recently a supplementary study was con ducted analysing 

t ;_1e prospects of-fered in the various sectors of the economy up to 1964. This 

new study shows us the already knmm facts under a .slightly more favourable 

light. The deficit in ti1e general balance of payments, previously estimated 

as 36 million somalos for 1962, that is to say about 1~5 million, should not 

exceed [r3,8oo,oon. We hope that this is not too optimistic an estimate and 
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(i:g~fos~ziusko-Morizet, France) 

that this reci.uction of the deficit will be bo.sed really on tl1e developuent of 

exports or on increased revenues. 

Altllou[)i tlie United Nations is no longer called Ut)On to furnish advice 

or reco1m,1end8.tions to the new State, we ought, nevertheless, to hoJe tuat 

improvement of the fiscal system will encourage the Somali people to exhibit 

greater ci vie conscience in _paying tbeir taxes than they shown :in t1,e past. 

In the present state of the economy the country's resources are based 

principally on the exportation, wllicll our Italian colleagues have described as 

traditional, of certain products: bananas, fish, canned meats, skins and furs. 

Some of these products, bananas particulo.rly, are exported p:cefe:centially to 

Italy. There is no doubt tllat t11e Governme.it of Italy will continue its 

assistence to the Somali producers and exporters by continuing to buy part of 

the production of banc.no.s -- and this represents a great benefit 

higher than t~e world market price. 

at a price 

My deleg'1tion has noted with great interest the new data supplied. lly 

the Italian delegation uith recard. to the planning of the economy. It" is 

evident from these fic;m·es that ti1e .1.)lans established in 1958 for a six-year 

period remain valid, though they iiave been modified in certain res:uects by 

changes in connexion with certnin more ambitious projects, c,.anges ap]_::,lying 

especially to the infrastructure of the economy and to port installations. 

There ngo.in it would seern t;:1at nothing can be determined upon or carried out 

without formal assurances on the matter of'. the possibility of public investments 

furnished by outside aid. i'Jo one can doubt that, if this were a country ut1Cler 

its trusteeship, tlie United Nations would furnisi1 an important pa1·t of this 

assistance. We know, furthel'lnore I that various friendly countries, notably 

Italy, whose contribution, let un not forget J lms already risen to ~100 million, 

will not be sparing in their efforts to permit ti.1e carrying-out of tl-:iese plans 

of development. 

In a few weeks the objectives fixed by the Charter and the TrusteesJ1ip 

Agreement of 2 December 1950 will be attained, Since t11is is the last time that 

we .shall have t;1e opportunity of passing judgement upon the work of the 

Adininistering Authority, we have the pleasant duty of addressinG to Italy our 

warmest congratulations. Our friends op the other s:Lcl.e of tl1e f~lps ten years 

ago accepted a real wager. Today they have won tllat wager, thanks to their 

tenacity and to their genius as builders, one of their outstanding characteristics. 
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Our consratulations likewise GO to the Somali r;eorile end to their 

leaders, to wt,om we wish happiness uncl prosper it:;. He understand. the joy ancl 

the pri9-e of Minister Hagi Farah Ali 011;ar on the e\·e of the independence of his 

country. For a long ti!\Je he hns lieen o.ppearinc; before tbe 'l'rusteesl'..ip Council 

to speo.k on behalf of his countrymen. 'l'oday he has the justly e2rned honour 

of taking back to his country the conc;ratula.tions and best wishes of all ti1e 

delegations assembled around this table. 

I should not wish to overlool: the work of the Uni tea Nations Advisory 

Council. The reprE'lsentatives of the intei~national Org8niza:tion bave for 

years given the benefit of their opinion to tlle Administeriug Authority and t11e 

population of tlie Trust Ter::citor;y. And in this very Council their great 

experience in tl1e problems they have studied has fu1·nisi:!ed us w:i.th a solid base 

on whid1 to worl{. 

He are particularly moved in our feeli:1gs when we r:emem1..ler one of these 

representatives, I-'ir. Salo.h, wi.10 three yearn ago tro.gicaliy lost h:!.s life in 

the service of' the United Nations. 

Tile members of the Advisory Council have earned our gro.titude: • the 

Cllo.irman, J\lr. Bnradi, w:10 only yesterc.ay told us of his faith i?:l. the mission 

of the United Nations; the representative of the United Arab Republic, 

:Mr. El Zayat; nnd, if ~le will permit me to cnll him so, the II veteran" of the 

Ad~risory Council -- though tbis word seems a poor desci•iption of his dynaminm 

the representative of Colombia; Mr. <lo Holte Castello. 

I shall not enunerate all the specialized agencies and all the organs of 

the Uni tee. Nations wilich united t11eir efforts with those of the Administering 

Authority. 

Reference has been made l1ere to an •event which will tate place on the day 

when Somalia achieves independence. I refer to the union of Somalia with the 

Protectorate of Somaliland. If I refer to it now- it is only to underline the 

fact that this is outside the competence of the Council and that this event should 

come after independence. 

Whe~1 new States request admission to the United Nations as Nembers they rnust 

comrni t themselves to B;Ssume the obligations of t i1e Cbarter and they must be, in 

the judgecent of the Organization, willing and aule to carry out these obligations. 
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We do not doubt at all t hat the new State of Somalia which we shall welco:r:e 

with great joy amens us will bear these principles in mind. Its leaders 

will endeavour to resist tl1e temptations which sometimes assail new States. 

T}1ey will., we are convinced, be able not only to maintain peaceful relations 

with all their neighbours -- that goes without saying -- but also relations of 

true i'riendnhip ancl co-01)eration. 

The t1rn.nks which we ezpress to the Italian delegation, and particularly 

to i,ir. Plaja, are not rnere~y a matter of form. They are more than mere 

routine thanks. /,nd this a.pplies as well to tl1e thanks we express to 

Mr. Fettara~Jpa-Sandri, who has still much to do in the Territory and to whom 

we hope that no petitioner comes on 30 June demand1.ng a new hearing. Likewise, 

neither would we wish to forget our President, i1r a V:::belli, whose presidency 

is particularly felicitous. and synibolic at this time when Italy ceases its 

functirin as i\dl.1inistering /~uthority. 

The S-;-i e c :\.aJ. P.epresentntive and the members of the l,dvisorv Council 

on Sornalilnnd withdrew. 
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• AGENDA ITEM 10 

DI8SEMitUi.TION OF IHFORr,1\.TION ON. THE UNITED NATIOr!S AND THE INTERNATIONAL 

TRUSTEESHIP SYS'i1EM IN TRUST TERRITORIES: REPOR'l1 OF THE SECRETARY-GE!':ERAL 

(TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL RES0LU'rI0N 36 (III) AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

RESOLUTION 754 (VIII); T/1533) 

U Tin I,IAUNG (Burma): Even a casual glance at the paces of this report 

(T/1553) tells us that there isno noteworthy progress in t he distribution of 

official records or in the dissemination of information concerning the United 

Nations in general. I think we can describe this reJ)ort very aptly as 11the 

usl.!.a.l report". There is no progress and no indication that the Administering 

Authorities are redoubling t heir efforts to disseminate information about the 

United Nations in their 'rrust Territories. 

Previous speakers have referred to many defects in the machinery by which · 

the dissemination of information has been carried on in the Trust Territories. 

If we look at paragraph 6 on page 3 of the Sec1·etary-General I s report, under the 

heading "Dissemination of information in the Trust Territories", we find that 

information material other than official records 

"was forwarded to about 111 addressees in all, including ... Governrnent 
r 

officials, newspaper editors, school teachers, non-governmental orcanizations 

and voluntary education units. 11 

Last year information material other than official records was forwarded to about 

120 addressees. Thus we find a decrease of 9 addressees. 

As regards the distribution of different title features in different 

languages, we find from the Secretary-General's report this year that there has 

been not only a decrease in the number of copies of different titles distributed 

but also a decrease in the number of title features. Last year copies of this 

information material was distributed in four different languages. This year 

copies of information material was circulated only in English, French and Arabic. 

As is' well known, as the nationalist movements in these Territori~s 'become 

more pronounced there is an increase in interest taken by the people in the 

discussion in the Trusteeship Council of conditions in their countries, and 

during the year covered by the Secretary-General's report official records of 
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meetings of the Fourth Ccmmittee and the '11rusteeship Council were requested by 202 

individuals. Perhaps there may be a larger nu.~ber of persons who might have 

requested the Administering Authorities to distribute these records. It seems 

hardly necessary for my delegation to add that the distribution of records and 

inforir.ation material, in relation to the over-all population of the Trust 

Territories of approximately 20 million persons, remains quite inadequate. 

The Cameroons and Togoland under French administration; which became new 

independent States at the beginning of this year, have fared very well, and now 

that they are sovereign States we in this Council have no need .or right to advise 

them how they should best promote the dissemination of information about the• 

United Nations. He are sure that they will do their best to interest their 

own peoples in the activities of the United Nations, and they might even interest 

them in the actual working of the Trusteeship System. 

l?rom the report under discussion, f'rom the annual reports of the Jtdministering 

Authorities e.nd from the reports of previous Visiting Missions it would appear 

that in the Pacific Islands and Hestern Samoa the dissemination of information 

relating to the activities of the United Nations and the Trusteeship Council 

is proceeding quite satisfactorily. But my delegation would note that there 

is not much progress in the Territories of Tanganyika, Rmmda-Urundi, Hew Guinea 

and Nauru. As a matter of fact, even the 1960 Visiting lfd.ssion' s report on 

Tanganyika has not devoted a single paragraph to the dissemination of information 

on the activities of the United Nations and the working of the International 

Trusteeship System. Perhaps the members of the Miss:.on were very busy with 

. other matters, but it seems to me tbat this question should always be investigated 

whenever a Visiting Mision goes to a Trust Territory. 

As regards the media for dissemination of information, it seems to my 

delegation that, except in Western Samoa and the Pacific Islands, the 

Administering Authorities in the Trust Territories have not made full use of 

those media, but in all fairness I must say that there is some progress in 

Ruanda-Urundi in this respect. In paragraph 22 of the Secretary-General's 

report we are told that, according to information given by the Special 

Representative of the Administering Authority, a broadcasting station was to be 
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established in Usumbura by 1 December 1959. We trust that this broadcasting 

system is now worlting at · full ea.po.city. 

I ·banhot conclude my rerr.arks er. the item uncler discussion without referring 

to General Assewbly resolution 1410 (XIV) which refers to the establishment of 

inforrr..e.tion centres in the Trust Territories. Of course, that item is ·not· 

on cur agei1da during ti:lis session, · but many previous speakers have already 

referrea to the importance of establishing these information cent1·es in the 

'l'ru~t 'l'erri tories. But is it not very obvious that unless the Administering 

Authorities are really keen and interested in the dissemination of information 

tl{ere is not much likelihoOd: 'that the people will be served much better than they 

ho.ve been under the pre0811t system which, in the opinion of my dele[:Jl.tion and 

other delegations, is quite inadequate. However, this is a matter to which we 

should lib:~ to refer later on when we are examining conditions in the 'l'rust 

Territories during the present session of the fJ:'rusteeship Council. 
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Mr. OBERBMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interp:::-etation from 

Russian): It will be recalled that at our meeting yester<iay morning the Soviet 

delegation osl:ed a number of questions. At the same time, we made a request to 

the Secretariat that some responsible represe;ntative of the Oflice of Public 

Information of the United Nations be present at meetings of the Council when this 

question was being discussed. Therefore, if the Secretariat of the Council has 

informed the Office of Public Info::mation of our requ~st, we should like to see 

that representative here in order that we might put scme questions to him. 

At the invi tatio11 of the Pres~dent, Mr. Katzin,. Acting Head, Office of Public 

Inforniation, tool~ a place at the Truste1::ship Cotincil table. 

Hr. O:i3ER2MKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

Russian): Possibly it might be well to ask several questions at the same time in 

the hope of obtflining replies at this meeting. 

Document T/1553 describes the diss~m1·t1~tion of information in Trust Terri'tol'ie: 

and gives a surr.mary of the addresses and of the type of information sent to the 

Trust Territories. Frcm this it may be seen that the number of addresses and the 

number of copies have remained unchanged for the past two years, and these numbers 

are, of course, quite unsatisfactory and insufficient. He wish to know whether 

the Secretariat of the United Nations has made any attempt to extend the number of 

people in the Trust Territories to whom information is sent. A second question on 

the sane subject is, to whom is the official information concerning the United 

Nations being sent? He gathered the impression from reading some of the documents 

and reports of the Visiting Missions that, basically. these documents are addressed 

to officials. As regards New Guinea, in particular, if ye are not mistal~en, out 

of fifty-one addresses, half are those of religious missions. Is our understanding 

correct? Has the Secretariat itself made any effort to enlarge the number of 

persons to whom official information concerning the United Nations is addressed? 

Here any such proposals made to the Administering Authorities, :for example, and 

what was their reaction? 

Then we wish to lmow what was the pro~edure in the preparation of this 

pamphlet A Sacred Trust? 1/ho were the Uni tecl Nations Secretariat officials ·who 

participated in its preparation? Hhat did it cost the .United Nations to publish 

this pamphlet? To which Trust Territories was it sent, and in what quantities? 
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We should like to know the over-all picture regarding this pamphlet. How many 

copies were printed? 

A further question on this subject concerns the future plans of the Of~ice of 

Public Information regarding the compilation of special information for disseminatio 

in the Trust Territories. What other means are available -- for example, the 

production of films? Perhaps visual displays might be sent ·which would explain the 

activities of the United Nations and its role in pursuance of the provisions of the 

international Trusteeship System. At our meeting yesterday morning we referred to 

the fact that a number of delegations are aware of the Secretariat 1 s plans for 

preparing a. :film on Africa and that s.ome African delegations he.ve sul'mi ttecl mcterial 

to be included in this film. Such material would reflect the situation in the 

different African countries. Since the Trust Territories in Africa are of 

considerable interest to the Trusteeship Council, and as we consider that a film on 

Africa would be a very timely and necessary undertaking, we should like to lmow 

what stage has been reached in the production of that film. Perhaps scme other 

films have been planned dealing particularly with Trust Territories. He should 

like to know the position in that regard nnd the plans of the Secretariat. 

We ha.ve asked quite a number of questions, but I think that the answers could 

be given, in part at least, at this meeting, and, if time is required in which to 

prepare other answers, we shall-be glad .to wait until another meetiog. 

Mr. KATZIN (Acting Head, Office of Public Information): There will be 

some difficulty in answering ~11 the questions raised by the representative of the 

Soviet Union, but I shall do my best to reply as fully as possible at the present 

time. 

On the subject of the nature of the information disseminated to Trust 

Territories, the report before the Council represents the situation as of this 

date.· The Office of Public Information operates in this area throuch the 

Administering Authorities, as in all other areas. The Office of Public Information. 

does not operate independently in any country and, similarly, in Trust Territories 

it operates through the Administering Authorities; and that includes the sources of 

distribution and the quantity of material required, on which consultations take 

place and -agreement is reached ·with the Administering Authorities. . That is a broad 

principle which is applied throughout the Office of Public Information's work 

within Trust Territories and in all other countries which we serve •. 
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I cannot give the answers as to the cost and numbers of pamphlets which have 

been distributed in certain definite areas, but I shall try to obtain that 

information. It is a difficult type of information to obtain, if specifics 

are needed as to where and in what quantities, Territory by Territory, such a 

pamphlet might have been- distributed, but I shall attempt to get the information. 

On the subject of the content of the public information programme as a 

whole, L1cluding that of films, the content of programmes proposed is, as you 

know, the subject of. a submission to the General .Assembly this. year. A report 

has been rec1uested by the General Assembly on this subject. It. is in the course 

of preparation at this moment .for discussion both with the Assembly committees, 

such as the Administrative and Budgetary Committee, and also in consultation 

with the p2.nel on public information which has been established by the 

Secretary:.Gei1eral at the request of the General Assembly. 

•I should lilrn to say that the representative of the Soviet Union is 

misinformed, however, on this question of a film on Africa being part of the 

prograirm1e for 1960, There is no such intention. The programme of films for 

~ompletion during this year does, however, include six films that are in 

production -- short docur.ientary films of an educational nature on the Charter, 

the General Asseml-ily, the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council and 

the Trusteeship Council. The content of the filrn on the Trusteeship Council 

will obviously have reference to the Council's responsibilities in Africa. The 

film riroper on Africa to which, I think, the representative of the Soviet Union 

·refers is a film which has been proposed by a staff rr..em:Jer of the film division. 

This has lJeen under cor;sic:.erntion by the OPI but for the present it is not being 

proceeded with, as it is in favour of completing the accepted and defined programme 

of work. It is ponsible that the film will, however, be cor.ipleted this year or 

possibly next year, out it is not planned that a film on Africa will in fact be 

undertaken by the OPI immediately, though it is planned that, in consultation with 

Governments, some work will begin on such a film towards the end of next year. 

I think that is as far as I can reply to the question. 
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Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

rhis answer, I must confess, could not satisfy us at all. Perhaps 

it would be easier if we were to put more specific questions so that it might 

be completely clear just what we have in mind:'-

Let us begin with the question of the film on Africa. The Under-Secretary 

tells us that the Soviet delegation apparently was misinformed regarding the fact 

that this film was planned for 1960, that there is no intention to complete it 

this year but that the possibility of such a film is not excluded. First of all 

we should lilte to say that we are .seeking infor:nation from the Under-Secretary 

and we should like to have a clear idea of the plann of the department which he 

heads. If there are some difficulties, perhaps the Secretariat might brin13 tl1ese 

to the attention of the competent organs for discussion. Hhat are the difficulties 

standing in the way of completing this film in 19607 Almost ten Territories in 

Africa which arc now Trust Territories will be independent at the end of 1960, 

and the Sec:cetariat of the United Nations, thin gx-cat inoti tut ion with .its huge 

staff and great financial possibilities, is unable to complete a film on Af1·ica, 

although the timeliness of such a film is recognized by all, and I am sure that the 

Under-Secretary will not deny that. That is why we should lil{e to have a more 

specific answe1· to that question. 

For our part, we should like to draw the attention of the Secretariat to the 

fact that such a film, of course, is a necessity at this point. The United 

Nations is playing a very definite part in the attainIT.ent of independence by 

African countries, and the Under-Secretary will no douot recall that the Secretary­

General, Mr. Harr,marslijolcl,went to Africa and has spoken on the subject of Africa 

on numerous occasions and presented proposals. Thus how can the Secretariat 

of the United Nations stay outside this and go on simply planning something 

for 19617 He must say that it is already late for this film in 1960. Therefore 

it is absolutely essential for this film to be produced in 1960. If there are 

some difficulties .and the Secretariat needs assistance, then the Secretariat should 

by all means present its req_uests and explain its difficulties. Then the 

Trusteeship Council in particular could perhaps assist. Therefore, we should like 

to have a more specific answer to this question and perhaps an assurance from the 
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Secretariat that all steps ,-1ill be talten to ensm·e that - this film on Africa will 

be completed in 1960 and as , soon as possible -- say, with~n the next month or 

two. ifo are saying this not because it happens . to be our opinion but because . 

we are acquainted with the views of other African delegations which fully share · 

our view on this subject. That is why we should not like the Secretariat at 

the fifteenth session of the General Assembly to :find itself in a situation where 

it would be criticized severely not only by my delegation but by a number of other 

delegations as ,1ell. We are raising this question now perhaps in too acute a 

manner, not because we wish to complicate the position of the Secretariat in any 

way; we si1i1ply ,;;ish to point out to the Secretariat an opportunity for gaining 

lost time and for doing what now is absolutely essential and timely. That is 

why we should like to have some assurance at least from the Under-Secretary on 

this subject. 

Mr. KATZIN (Acting Head, Office of Public Information): If I understand 

the question of the representative of the Soviet Union, it is whether I can give 

a specific answer that there will be a film made on Africa this year and, if there 

is not the intention of maldng it, as a result of certain difficulties, ,1hether this 

Council conld assist the Office of Public Information or the Secretariat out of 

those difficulties. There are no such difficulties of a specific nature except · 

that it is not on the 1960 plan of work that such a film should be completed 

this year. 

Perhaps I have not made myself clear in this respect. Of course, the events 

in Africa are covered fully by the Office of Public Information, on the subject 

of acquiring film material, that is, material on the procedures and the facts of 

the independence celeb1·ations and develop1r.ents in Africa, as they come about. This 

material is being collated. But, as I understand it, the question of the 

representative of the Soviet Union is whether a feature film on that whole suoject 

is to be produced this year. For a great many reasons, it is not feasible, in our 

opinion, to change the existing programming to make such a film effectively this 

year. The clearances r equired and a great many technical reasons, including the 

question of staff available,and a number of other matters of considerable policy 
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moment f rom the OPI standpoint arise in the production of such a film and also in 

the allocation of its total work programme for the year in relation to other 

films. 

There is, as I have seen it, the intention that a film on the 'l'rusteeship 

Council, as on other organs .ancl bodies of the Assembly, is to be produced this 

year, and this film will have reference and will have material· relating to the 

work of the Trusteeship Council and the development of the independence moveu:ents 

in Africa, and tl1ey will be visually portrayed. 
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I thinl: the quention of the representative of the _ Sovie·t ·union revolves 

around the specific film. Let me say that such ··a film has been proposed by a 

single member of the Film Division. I have personally ruled that this film 

cannot be proceeded with to the exclusion of the programme which has been set 

this year for the film section. He have reported this position in the report 

which the Secretary-General will submit to the General Assembly at the coming 

session. 'i'ho.t does not exclude the possibility that the materials which are in 

existence and which have been worked on will not be used this year, if . they can 

be used to better advantage, if they are considered suitable, and if it can be 

done within the resources and the time limits we have. 

On the specific question of whether such a film is planned, the ans.-,er is, 
11 No 11

• I clo not believe it would be appropriate to dislocat,e the planned Harl~ of 

the deportment in order s_p·ecifically to produce this film this year. 

r.Ir. • OBERE11iKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretati on fro:in 

Russian): Of course, it is not our intention that the work of the Office of 

Public Information should be upset or that its plans should be destroyed. On 

the contrary, we would propose that the Office of Public Information and its 
\ 

Under-Secretary, Mr. Katz in, as the person responsible for the depurtrr,cnt should 

give serious consideration to the possibility of including the necessary measures 

in· their prograrcme of action regarding this matter. That is why we cannot 

consider as satisfactory the answer we have just received, and ue hope that the 

Under-Secretary will revise his decU;ion and f i nd it possible to supplement and 

expand his plans accordinGly. The Secretariat of the United Nations has the 

necessary potential, resources and staff to carry out this additional action and 
. ' 

produce this film of Africa this year. 

If there are some difficulties and if a decision is ta};:en after all to carry 

out these plans, the Secretariat, of course, would then be assisted by the 

Advisory Corr.mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions and the other 

relevant bodies, so that there would be no difficulties· in that connexion. It 

would be just a matter ·of ascertaining whether tl~e necessary initiative is being 

displayed by the department or whether the initiative of an individual member 
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of the de,)artment is being thwarted. If the initiative of this individual member . ----
of the Secretariat is not supported, that, of course, could only give rise to 

critical comment as regards the persons responsible for the Office of Public 

Information. 
Ue would wish to put the following concrete question: what would be the 

total number of . copies issued and how much 'r7ouJ.d it cost the United Nations? 

i-1.1•, KATZIH_ (Acting Head, Office of Public Infonnation): I O!l1 unable to 

give that ans,1ei· immediately, but I will secure the information and pass it on 

to the representative of the Soviet Union . 

. Mr. OI3ERE:-iXO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republic) (interpretation from 

Rus s ian): We would be very grateful to the Under-Secretary for any .infonnution 

with which he may be able to provide us. He ,,ould like simply to comment at this 

stage in the debate that in making definite and specific comnents in reGard to the 

Office of Public Information we have in mind proposals designe~ to ir:iprove .the 

work of the department. If we have any critical comments to make, they will be 

essentially of a constructive nature, and we hope that these critical coi.r.:nents . 

will be regarded in that spirit by the heads of the department. 

Uith regard to the report itself, we wish to make a. few c(..1riments on its 

substance. As was noted in some detail by the representati:ves of India and I3urmo., 

the report of the Secretary-General on the dissemination of information on the 

United Nations in Trust Territories shows that no progress has been achieved in 

this field. Of course, ,,e must in:mediately state that :the whole of the 

responsibility for this lies upon the respective AdministerinB Authorities. The 

number of addresses to which the official documents of the United Hations are . 

being sent has re~ained unchanged and, further, the number of these addresGes is 

far too limited. • The documentation of tp.e United Nations is .being received 

essentially by the administration officials and, in the case of . New Guinea, for 

some reason half of all the documentat;i.on is being received _by religious missions. 

As for the population of the Trust Territoi·ies, this information .. does not reach 

them, and convincing proof in illustration of this is furniphed by the fact that 

the indigenous population either does not know anything at all about the 
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United Nations, the Trusteeship Council, the International Trusteeship System and­

its purposes and principles, or has only the vaguest idea. The best proof of that 

perhaps are the conversations we have had with the petitioners who have come 

from the Trust Territories. They have told us quite frankly that many of the 

inc1igepous inhabitants have not even heard of the United Nations. The 

Administering Authorities do not disseminate information on the United Nations 

in the Trust Territories and, therefore, the whole of the responsibility for the 

completely unse.tisfactory state of affairs in this field lies clearly upon_them. 

He must recognize that this is not only the conclusion of the Soviet 

delec;at~on; it is also the conclusion of the General Assembly a.s a whole, a 

conclusion which ,ms reflected in a resolution adopted at the fourteenth session. 

Up to now, nothine has been done on the question of the setting up of information 

centres in the 'l'rust Territories, and we have heard only vague promi~es to the . 

effect that soon consultations with some of the Administering Authorities will be 

initio.ted. This is in spite of the fact that in its resolution the General 

Assembly itself specifically stated that in 1960 infonnation centres should be 

opened in such important territories as Tanganyika, ~uanda-Urundi ond New Guinea. 

In our view, a cert~in part of the responsibility for the fa.et that the 

situation in this field has not improved must qe borne by the Secretariat of the 

United Nations as well, since for its part it has not been showing init~ative, 

yet the possibility for showing initiative exists. 

If the organization of the dissemination of information itself is not being 

set up in a satisfactory way, and if there are various restrictions on the number 

of persons to whom this information can be supplied, then perhaps the .quality of 

the infonnation should be revised. I have in mind the pamphlet entitled 

·A Sacred Trust . Of course, we cannot pass judgement upon official documents 

of the United Nations in which statements of individual representatives are 

presented and in which each delegation bears responsibility for the validity of 

the statements. But this particular pamphlet bears the stamp of the United 

Nations. I-t is not presented under the aegis of any individual delegation,- but 

it is the product of the United Nations as a whole. What do . we read in .the 

pamphlet? 
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Here, • in a rather veiled and subtle way, ideas are being advanced ,,hich are 

not shared,I would say, by the majol'ity of the Members of the United Nations. 

The authors of this par:1phlet, indeed, every now and again are ope~1ly displaying 

their sympathies for colonialist concepts and their sympathy with the 

Administering Authorities and their sympathy for their plans and their theories. 

Every now and· again that does ap1)ear in concrete form. But in its veiled form 

this runs through the whole of the pamphlet. 

Indeed, if we are to take and consider the peoples of Africa at this time,· 

the whole of Africa is · in turmoil, the whole of' Africa is living with these 

thoughts of fresdon and •independence, and the whole of Africa knows about that. 
. . 

And in the pmuphlet • ·which is being :published by the . Secretariat of the 

United Nations that is not being referred to at all. 

A certo.1n portion was taken out of the statement of some anonymous 

petitioner. And what was the statement, do you imagine? Well, at least the 

conclunion should be made from these stateme:.1ts that we should not be too hasty, 

we should len:::-n the craft of governing, we m1..1st realize the value of education, 

medical services, social services, induGtry and agriculture; that it is e·ece.sse.ry 

to teach the people all these things, first of all, and then spenk of independence. 

On page 3 of this pamphlet, this 0xccrpt showo the thought that the authors 

are urging upon ":.he -pccplo. . It refers to the fact that at the session of the 

General Assembly there are delegates who are silent and they listen, like you, 

to the voice of a · man from the heart of Africa. And this voice from the hea rt 

of Africa says the followirig: 
II . . . the independence which we desire is a real, not a theoretical one • 

The independence to -which we aspire •with all ou:c hearts and for which ,,e 

work requires political maturity, enough staff, technical skill. •. 11 

The t1utlior of this pamphlet, who has arbitrarily taken this little excerpt 

and only this excerpt from the statement of the petitioner and precisely of that 

petitioner, c;oes on to say by way of comment: 
11It is an eloquent-voice, expressing thoughts as .fluently as might 

those who listen. It is the voice of a practical mind; it speaks of the art 

of government, of the value of educational, medical and social services, of 

industry, agriculture and of the desire of a people to be taught more about 

these things. 11 
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Of course, nobody is going to challenge the fact that you should teach the 

people the art of government and that you should give them the necessary education, 

and so or'1; but as we see it, the point lies in the fact that up to now they have 

been unable to obtain all these things under the colonial regime, and that is w~y 

they are clamouring for freedom and independence. The.. authors in the 

United Nations have put the whole thing topsy-turvy and are trying to prove, first 

of all, that you have to teach these people all these things, to train them and 

prepare them, so that there will be sufficient staff and all these other things, 

and then you can seriously start talking about independence. They are 

representing this as concrete p~oposals, as the practical conduct of some of the 

persons frore Africa. 

Let us go on. What do we find in the chapter entitled 11Charter's 

Declaration"? It might be thought that the authors would present in an 

accessible manner, but accurately and clearly, the purposes ·which the Charter 

has placed before the Administering Authorities, those duties and objectives 

which the United Nations has been called upon to carry out in relation to the 

peoples in the Trust Territories. Without going into too much philosophizing, 

we might say that since we are speaking of dependent territories what is the 

ultimate objective, to give them independence, That is the basic purpose of the 

United Nations, the basic purpose of the Charter. If possible, we could even 

quote the words of the Charter. 

about that there. 

We read this section and there is not a word 

Moreover, on page 5 rather questionable and debatable assertions and rather 

frivolous interpretations of the Charter are given, and also of the corresponding 

resolutions of the General Assembly. When we are speaking of Non-Self-Governing 

Territories for some reason there is the thought expressed there that the 

question of which Non-Self-Governing Territories come under Chapter XI of the 

Charter is determined by the Administering Authorities. And in referring to 

these Non-Self-Governing Territories the pamphlet goes on· to say: 
11A number of them are regarded by their administering powers as falling 

within the scope of the Charter's declaration." 
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As for the Trust Territories, it is indicated there that the obligations 

of the Ui1ited Nations in that respect are clear cut and specific, -and then it 

goes on to e::,.J)iain wl1at all these obligations boil down to, and the follm-ling is 

stated: 
11They amount, in.fact, to the regular and detailed international supervision 

of th~ udministtation of each trust territory on the basis of objectives 

clearly laid down in·the Charter. 11 

The author does not seem to be able to come to the point of saying that the 

basic objective is independence. Everything seems ·to be orientated towards 

saying that the obligations are limited at the control- -- controlled by the 

United Nations. 

Then we can go on right into the depth of this pamphlet still in the hope 

of seeing that the authors of this pamphlet will nt last say what the Chai~:ter 

states and what there is th2t is basic in the Charter_ in relation to the Trust 

Territories; and at last on pac;e 6 we rencl the :following: 
11 They administer these territories on the agreed condition that, with th2 

supervision of the United Nations,· they will help the people of the . 

territories to reach a rn.JJnb~:c" -- I stress this wo:td -- "a rn.ID1ber of 

clearly-stated goals. Not the least of these goals is, in the- words of 

A1~ticle 76 of the Ch2.rter, 'their progressive development towards -

lf t • • d ' ' II se ·-governmen or inepenaence ..•. 

Well, how could that be interpreted, may I ask you, How could the officihls • 

of the Secretariat speak objectively, - Or at least if they can be called 

objective persons, how could they interp1·et the Charter of the United Nations in 

such a h1ahner, First of all, there are a number oi' 1mrpooes, it seer.10, nncl 

certainly it goes on to say that not the least of these is the offering of 

independei1ce .- 1-1e cons-ider that such un interpretation is an arbi tro.ry one, 

is an incorl'e'ct one and an intolerable one in the documents of the Secretariat 

of the United Nations. • 

Let Lis go further ia this same hapless pamphlet. In that pamphlet there is 

a passage wi:1ich, wl1en the delegations of African countries read it, apparently 

might simply give rise to a very energetic protest on their part. 

it says: 

This is ,-,hat 
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"In the train of the material influences of the outside world, there 

has come to the trusteeship lands a political consciousness. Education is 

the special key tlmt is opening the mind of the trust territory man to the 

ideas of modern democracy. Indeed, in its broadest sense, education is the 

pivot on which self-government turns." 

It seems to turn out as follows: that before the arrival of the colonialists 

there wo.s nothino; at all in Af rica, there ·was no political · consciousness, there 

,,as anarchy, chaos, and only the colonialists had begin to introduce a certain 

semblance of order. 
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That is noc at all so; it is at variance with history and with the facts. 

I hope that the authors of this pamphlet not only write but also i:ead. They 

might have rend books by Davidson and others and. perhaps then their minds would 

h,n-:e been clea:r· en thin subject ur.d they would not have m"Jdc such pronouncements 

on Africa as if this were a continent without any history ond without nny 

political consciousness and that onl~r the colonizers have int:coducecl this orde1· 

and have been the benefactors of these people by conferring that consciousness 

on them. It is known that long befo:ce ·che arrival of the colonizers on the 

continent of Africa there were communities which were politically and socielly 

organized societies and ,:hich were just as good societies as the European 

societies. hembers of the oecretariat should be acquainted with these facts, 

and if they do nO"c lmow them they should abstain from writing such pamphlets. 

He consider that such statements are actually offensive to the peoples of 

Africa. I am quite convinced that when the African dcle[;ations read th:Ls 

passaGe and we shall see to H that they obtain this pm:1phlet -- they too 

will state that such a representation is a non-objective one, an intolerable 

one and an inadmissible one in the documents of the United Hutions. 

Thus we see that in o:ccler properly to settle the question oi' the 

dissemination of information on the United Ifotions in the Trust 'rer:.ci torics in 

accordance 1rith the resolution of the General Assembly, it is neces:::ary to fulfil 

at least three conditions. First, it is necessary to rnake proJress in setting 

up info:,:rnation cent:;-es in the Trust Territories. Secondly, it is necessacy ·to 

increase the number of persons to whom information on the United Naticrm is being 

sent. Thirdly -- although this point is last in order :i. t is nc:rc last in 

importance -- i :c is necessary to imp1·ove substantially the material prepared by 

the United Nations Secretariat for dissemination to the Trust Territories. This 

information should be objective and it should.accurately reflect the purpoces 

and principles of the Charter, This information should. be cornpletely in line with 

the spirit of the Charter. 
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Lr. Cl.i',EYS BOUUAERT (Belgium) ( interpretation frcm French) : The 

representati•;e of the Soviet Union has just delivered a long diatribe against 

a pamphle i;. issued by the Secretariat of the U,,ited Nations. In doing this he 

expressed certain opinions, and the least one can say is that they are very 

partisc.n opinions. He said in substance that the official publications of our 

Organization should share his partisan views, that these publications should place 

chernselves at the service of the propaganda which his Government would like to 

disseminate. He e·ren said that. the interpretation of the Charter by the 

Sec~etai·iac was "ar'bit1·ary, false and intole1·able 11
• 

i'1iy delegation would simply like to declare that we consider these statements 

to be ground.less. He feel that the So'fiet delegation is no m01·e qualified than 

any other delec;ntion to dictate to the Secretariat the line of conduct which it 

should follow. 

1-ir. RASGOTRA (India) : Some of the passages read out to the Council 

by the representative of the Soviet Union from -this pamphlet entitled A Sacred T'rust, 

a title obviously which is distributed in Trust Territories -- I hope it is; 

scmethinc; is distributed the:-c e and I hope that this is one of those titles -- have 

aroused my curiosity. I think it vould be a-good idea for the r.iem.bcrs of tbe 

Council to be furnished sets of titles which are sent out to the Trust Te1·ritories. 

The Council has not had occasion to go into this matter in detail in the past. 

We have expressed our dissatisfaction· with the extent of the _dissemination of 

information, bL1
. ::, uc hG.ve overlooked so far this particular aspect of wha c is put 

in these pamphlets. We should like to have an opportunity of seeing that 

and then we can make our comments either here or in the Assembly at the appropriate 

time. I am not anxious to come to a conclunion right away. - The represf:ntative of 

Belgium has expressed a categorical opinion. I should hesitate todo that for 

the time being. However, I would like to ask the Under-Secretary whether he can 

comply with this request. 

Mr. KATZIH (Acting Head, Office of Public Information): It might be 

difficult for me to obtain this information. I would like to restate uhat I said 
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earlier in answer to the representative of the .:..;oviet Union. \•;c distribute 

materials through the Administering Authorities and through the channels set up 

for the normal distribution of public information materials in tlle Tcn·itories 

as a whole. Therefore we ourselves nre not able to say what quantities of 

every ·pamphlet ,.;hich we supply to the Administering Authorities go to the various 

areas. I would certainly be willing to undertake such . inquiries ~s I con to 

obtain the information in each case. 

l•tr. RASGO'l'RA ( India) : I am not sure that the Under-Sec1·etary followed 

my question. 1,iy question was whether he can supply members of the Council with 

sets of the titles which are sent out to T-.c·ust Te:i:ritories for dist:::ibuti m1 . 

He should like to have a set of all these titles so that ve may see what is 

actually li.istributed in these Territories and how it is worded. 

t~r. ENIZIN (Acting H~ad, ff ice of Public L:formation) : My ansue:c 

must sta:iid on that, because we could send you sets of tides uhich are rcquc.::;tecl 

by the Administering Authorities, not necessarily only on matters dire~tly 

affecting Trusteeship Council action, but all action on Hhich they [WC L!B.ter ial 

related_ to the United Nations as a ui1ole. 1,c can ce1·tainly send you a list 

of the tit les sent to Go,rermuents that are responsible, as are ·che J,dministe:cing 

Authorities, for distribution within Trust Territories. But we u.o not put up 

a set of tHles specifically for Trust T0:critories. \!e issue materials th:coughout 

i:.he operation of the d.issemination of information. '.Imt is my difficulty in 

complying with your request. 

It.·. RASGO'IRA (Indiu ): I see the point. In that case I would :ccquest 

the under-Secretary kindly to supply us, at 'least our delegat:Lcn, as early as 

possible the lists of titles requested for distribution or for supply by each 

Administering Authority. I should like to have ·chat infornation befo:.ce .we 

proceed :further in formulating our conclusions about this matter. 

The~~e are one or ·i:.wo other questions I ,-rish to ask the Under-Secretary. 

In the repm·t contained in document T/1533, which no doubt the Under-Secretary has 
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se·en -- as the Head of the Office of -P·..tblic Infort;1ation he has had something 

to do with it -- there is a statement in paragraph 12 which lms bec:m exercising 

my mind since yesterday. I mentioned it _yesterday, bv.t since the Under ~Secretary 

is here I shall take this opportunity of elal;,orating on this. :earagraph 12 reads 

as follous: 
11A neu awareness of the United Nations and its s~g11:.n.cance, and a nmi 

interest in Un~ted Nations radto -services .have -shown -~:nemselves in t he . 

Trust Territories during the year under i:evie,i," · -- . and I .underline these 

words which follow -- '-')ar,~ icula_rly _in those countr~es appr oaching self-goverriment 

or independence, and new relationshJ.ps have been b1·ough t abcut with t he 

broadcasting orge.nizations of .former Trust Territories . u.hich are now · 

obtaining independence." 

It is obvious from th i s paragrc::ph -- I am not putting any interpretation m1 

this that until such ti, .e as a Trust Territory bec,crne·s self-60 ·. erni1:-g or 

indepenclcnt., 01· is about to become so.,. the ciis,semination of inforn,e.tion in these 

Territories remains in a rather. iJ OOr state, and soop after these Territories 

suddenly teccrne anxious to develop direct relationships wi tb the United. i.Jations . . . 

agencies, their intercot_ suddenly develops. Now what is it t hnt h olds bac!t 

the developr,,ent of this interest? Could the Unller-.Jecretm·y cornme:1.t orl this 

aspect of the E:atter. 
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Mr. KATZIN (Acting Head, Office of Public Infonmtion): I clo not 

place quite the same interpretation on the meaning of that phrase as does the 

representative of India. I therefore cannot answer the question specifically 

in the manner in which it has been put. I believe that the intention of the 

Radio Division of the Office of Public Infonnation .in stating this is merely 

that, during the course of the year, the cons'..tltations with radio organizations 

in the area have increased in number. We offer the services of radio proc;i·ammes 

which we procluce to radio stations in their own ric;ht, by agreement with the 

Ac1ministering Authorities. I believe that this paragraph is to be understood 

in the sense that the stations are requesting more inforn!ation. But I ca..'1 check 

the further details of what was intended beyond that in the paragraph in question. 

However, th:it is how I read it. 

I think it would be worthwhile to check further 

on Khat was intended by that sentence. However, there is another part o:i.' that 

pa;::;s,l[;C which is :2atl1er important. It is stated that: 
11 A new O:i,a:,:eness of the United Nations and its s i.c;nificance ... 

have shown themselves in the Trust Territories dw:ing the year under 

reviE-v, :!.)D.rticula:rly in those countries approachir,c self-covernment 

or inc.cp•~i1dence. 11 

The United Nations has been there all alons, and I pres0.DJe that the Depo.rtiient 

of Public Information has in the past offered radio services and other services. 

My question is this: Why should it be that at a late stage, when a Territory is 

about to become self-governing or independent or has become self-governing or 

independent, there is a sudden awakening of interest in the United Nations and a 

suddep knowlecl0e of the si2)1i:dcru1c::? of this Organization? Why was this interest 

in the United No.tions, and this knowledge of its significance, not there before? 

I do not want to put words in the mouth of the Uncler-Secretary; that is not 

my intention. But the point is this: Ii' tbis j.o the situo.tion, ,rhat nce.nurco 

has the Under-Secretary, who is responsible for the work of the Office of' Public 

Information,taken to see that this sort of thing should not come about only when 

a Trust Territory becomes self-governing or independent but should be there before 
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that as well? Does he contemplate any special measures with regard to the Trust 

Territories which are as yet not near self-government or independence? 

Mr. KNIZIN (Acting Head, Office of Public Information): I think that 

the interpretation that can be given to this paragraph, in the context of the 

questions of the representative of India, is purely the pragmatic one that new 

management frequently mali:es fresh inquiries. It is purely a question of a 

pragmatic approach to information channels and in.fornation resources. I do not 

believe that there is any deeper significance in the paragraph than that. I will, 

howevar, attempt to find out whether there was any deeper meanins behind the 

paragraph. 

Mr. :W\SGCTM (India) : My next question relates to what was said by 

the Under-Secretary a short while ago, when he was answering the questions of the 

re~resentative of the Soviet Union. He said, in effect: "He have to deal in 

th~~s matter, in regard to Trust Territories, with the Administering Authorities." 

I think that is all ric;ht; no one talrns objection to that. But I should like to 

draw the Under-Secretary's attention to resolution 1410 (XIV) of the General 

Assembly. I will read out three paragraphs of the preamble: 

n'i'he General Assembly, 

"Keeping in view the special status of Trust Territories and 

their inhabitants and also the General Assembly's own special 

responsihilities 11 

now, the General Assembly has special responsibilities, and the Office of Public 

Information is set up under the aegis of the General Assembly, and it therefore 

follmi's that that Office also, in its ovm field, has some special responsibilities- -

"under Chapters XII and XIII of the Charter of the United Nations, 
11Rej_t,cro.tin0 that it is essential, in the General Assembly1 s view, 

that the peoples of Trust Territories should receive adequate information 

concerning the purposes and operation of the United Nations and of the 

International Trusteeship System" .... 

that is another categorical statement --
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"Hating the r r: cc-;-,, mendn.tion of the Committee of Experts on 

United Nations "Public Information that United IJations irSorrnat :Lon 

centres constitute the most im1iorto.nt means of disseminating ·· 

i~1formatio6 about th~ United lJutions." 

I will leave aside that bu$iness about the information centres; we -will tate 

that up at_ th~ appropriate time. Bnt, in view of these two ca teg:):c::.cal 

pronounceme11ts on tlle par:t of the General Assembly with regard to this mo.tter, 

I shoulcl like to _ lmow what special measures htrve been tal-e11 by the Offic~ cf 

Public Infonnation since the ado:::>tion of this resolution to c;i 01e effect to the 

purposes which the Assembl~· has in view. 

contemplated? Have any been taken? 

Have any special meas~res at all been 

'. 
Mr. KA'£ZilJ (Acting Hea<l, Office · of Public Infori:iutio.n): Th~ resolution 

cited by the representat;:i. ve of India goes on to request the Sec:c:eta ry-Gene:cal to 

consult with appropriate authorities on the subject of the ir,1plcrr1e:ntation of the 

resolution. I can c.dvise the Council that the Secretary-General is in the course 

of consultation, and the matter can be reported on further only at the conclusion 

of the consultation. 

Mr. RliSGCTRA (India): . That is one aspet!t of the natter which I wanted 
. . . . . ~ 

to leave out for the _tine 'being. We are aware that the Secrctary-Genera.l is in 

the course of initiating some diccussions. But the point ·is, as I said yesterday, 

that we have this report, whi_ch indi~ates no change from; last year 1s report, and 

lo.st yeo.r's ' report reflected no change .:from the preceding year 1 s report. For the 

last four years, :t ·have been seeing these reports personally and r · am aware of what 

· has been contained in tl1em -- and there has been little or nb change, little or 

no progress. I shall now put a very direct question to the Under-Secretary: 

Is he satisfied ·with the state of the dissemination. of ir.£orrnation about the 

United Nations in Trust Territories in the light of the :resolut:i.on of the General 

Assembly and in the liGht of the views expr~~;sed by the . General Assembly with 

regard to this matter over the last ten years? 



HA/ek T/Pv.io99 
11-9-50 

1-ir. KA'IZIH (/1cting Head, Office of Public Information): I do not think 

I could give an anSi1er to that question, as to wl1ether I am satisfied. 

say that probably 1:-,1:e r.culd. arlfiW(!r that Oile is ci.issatiefi1.;id with tf:.e 

I would 

distribution and dissemination of United IJations milformation, as a general rule, 

everywhere. The developments in the lec;s developed areas are not as far forward 

as we in the Office of Public Info:nnaticn would like to see them. I think that 

everyone in tbe Assembly is well aware of that. I think the reports of the 

Secretary-General clearly state that. This is true of Trust Territories as well 

as of other areas in which the means of nass-rneclia d:i.strilmtion are less a.eveloped. 

nr. RJ~SGCTRJ\. (India): I do not think that those means are any less 

developed in Tanc;anyika, say, than they are in the Pacific Islands. I think I 

could vouch for that statement. Yet, in the Trust Territory of the Po.cific 

Islands, accordin13 to our Visiting Mis::;ions, according to the re11orts of the 

AQ~inistering Authority, and according to everything we have learned throu13h the 

resources of the Office of Public Information, the state of the dissemination of 

information is c;ood. But that is not quite the case with recard to other 

Territories. I do not want to go into what happens in an independent country, 

whether it is over-developed or uncler-developed or just developed. He are 

concerned here particularly with the state of affairs in Trust Territories in view 

of the Assembly's special responsibilities in the matter and in view of the special 

responsibilities of the Office o:f Public Information with regard to the 

disseminatj_on of information. I should have thought that the unsatisfactory state 

of the clicsemin::J.tion of information, which is now patent from the reports that have 

been given to us, woulcl be exercising the minds of the Office of Public Information. 

I have been trying to obtain information as to any special measures that are 

contemplated or that are under way. But I regret to say that we get no information 

on that score. I hope that at some timP- it will be possible for the Office of 

Public Information to give us suital,le in:formai:;ion .. 
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Again, I do not wish to comment on the ciuulity of the material at this 

stage, but I shoul<l .li~rn to lmow one point in reeard to the distribution of the 

material. On page J of the report of the Secretary-General, T/1553, ·we· are 

told that a total of 16,800 copies were distributed to 111 rddresses in all. 

Now, one of the basic principles in disseminating informat:.on is that you 

disseminate information in . a given counti·y in the lancuage that that country 

usec, Could the U1~cJ.er-Secretary tell us how many out of the.t number of titles 

were translated, let uo say for example, . into Swahili, irhir.:h is the laneuage 

of 1.ranganyika.'l · Were all these titles in Enclish or French ,or possibly J,r,::;.bic? 

l.ir. KATZIH (Acting Head, Office of P:...tblic Infonnation): The report on 

the munber of languages in which the Unit:ed Nat:Lons materlo.l is at present produced 

is attached to ,the report which is at :present bein1; considci·ed by · the· Secrctary­

Geaeral for prese~tation to the J,ssembly. I do not believe there will be any 

objection to my disclosing the in:i:'onnation contained in tho.t report to any member 

of this Council on the subject of languages in which these pamphlets are produced. 

As far as I remember, there are well over 100 l P.J:gua~e.G involved today , but 

whether Swahili happens to be one of them, I could not ansl1er directly. I would 

have to checl( this • . I would be hal)PY to furnish the infonnation if we have it. 

Ur, FltSGOTRA (India): I welcome that assurance, and I should o.dd that 

in future reports the . infornation given should inclurie information as to the 

numbers of titles sent to a particule.r 1rerritory in the languc.ge of that 

Territory, I thinl<.: that would help us asse::;s the efficiicy of the work and 

activities of the Oft:5.ce of J:nfornm:l;ion. 

delegation hc.s received complaints, from one Trust Territory particularly, to the 

effect that, while people there want titles . or written mo.terinls sent to them in 

a certain language, Arabic for example, all they get is the titles in English, 

which they cannot read. Their second language, presumably, is French, but Arabic 

is their preference. 

This material is supplied to them from certain Information Centres 1,000 o;:• 

5,000 miles away. 'lhey want material in Arabic. They do not eet this; they get 

material in English for .which they have no use, This k:i.nd of distribution 
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,involves enormous waste, it seems to me, ~n the cost of printing, the cost of 

paper and in the time andlabour of the personnel engaeed in doinc; the work. 

That should be avoided. 

That is all I wish 

reports -- there will be 

year -- all this will be 

to say at this time, 

a report due to. the 

taken into account. 

and I hope that whe11 

Generni Arse□bly at 

we 

the 

get further 

end of this 

Mr. CASTON (United KinGdom): I have followed this discuosion this 

morning with very great interest. There is only one point or. which I should like 

to pu1i a question to the Under-Secretary, because one of his earlier answers c;ave 

me an impression which is different to the one that I have always had. He said 

that all the material which was sent out by the public information department was 

sent to the Administering 1~uthority, the govermnent of the Trust Territory, for 

distribution. How, as far as Tan1:;anyika is concerned, I know that a very large 

amount of it is sent in this way and that the Tanganyika Goverm'.lent uses its Oim 

information services as a sort of lJost office for distributing thin, anc1 its 

Education Department, and Go on, co-operate with the.Public Information Department 

in doin[:; this -- inc::.dentall;{, translating the material at their own exrense 

where this i:,ee1,1s appropriate. But also, it is my impression that, both direct 

from New York and also from the Information Centre in London, which ia responsible 

for Tanganyika, many addressees -- private.individuals, schools, clubs, missions 

and. other organizations of this kind -- do receive materials direct.from the 

Information Centres. Certainly, if they do not do so there is no reason at all 

why they should not. I wonder if the Under-Secretary would ca1·e to comment on 

this point. 

Mr. KA'IZIN (Acting Head, Department of Public Information): If I used 

the word. 11 to11
, I must correct myself. I believe I usecl. the word "through". The 

Office of Public Information of the United Nations does not operate as an entity 

in its own ric;ht in any area, without the consent and agreement 1ri th the Government 

as to how we should operate. In f'act, we would be unable to operate in any area 

without the active assistance of the administering or governmental authorities, 

since we ourselves do not disseminate information in any·other sense. 
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There is, of course, an arrangement with many Governments -- certainly it is 

true also of Non-Self-Governinr; Territories and 'l'rust Territories -- uncler which, 

where requests come from individuals interested in United Nations doc:uments, 

the requects are serviced direct. Hon-governmental organizations which exist 

are, by agreement ond arrang<:;ment, 0.l,1ays serviced direct. In e. c;reat many 

cases, radio prograrnmes are serviced by agreement direct to the Territories 

and the authorities responsible for the development of such progrcrnrnes • 

. The word I used., I hope, • was "through", by 11hich I meant to imply "by 

arrangement with11
• In many cases it is direct to the parties by a~reemcnt with 

the Aclr.dnistering Authorities, e.nd in others it is to the AdministerinG Author.Lties 

who redisceminate it themselves. 

Mr. CJ,STON (United Kingdom): I quite und.Grsto.nd the situation nm1, 

and members of the Council are proba"'uly clear on this point now also. 

Mr. RASGOTPJ1. (India): I am somewhat confused about this now. I was not 

before·. Let us assune o. situation where a certain person in the Trust Territory 

of RuanJa-Urundi writes to the United Nations Office of Public Information 
-

for certain material o.bout the United No.tions. This is not, by any description, 

seditious material, but rather a fairly honest description of what the Un:Lted 

Nations does, what it stands for. This is not material which will come under any 

sort of restrictive lc.w -- it should not, at any rate. Hhere is the need, then, 

for the United Nations Office of Public Information to go to the Ad.ministering 

Authority and seel: its ecrecrnent before undertaldnG to dispatch the material to 

the individual concerned? I hope the.t is not the position. If it is, we should 

like to ·see some clarification of that. 

Mr. lD\TZIN (Acting Head, Office of Public Infoni1ation) : I cannot give 

the specific details of each form of inquiry which ta'.-:es place. I am completely 

convinced that I would be correct in answering that, obviously, where individual 

requests come for material they are served.. But I would be pretty certain to be 

correct • if I were to say that that procedure ,ms a procedure which would be agreed 



TL/run T/PV.1099 
51.~-55 

(tlr. Katzin) 

to in advance by the Administering Authority concerned, as would be the case with 

all Governments concerneu, since it is, o.fi:.er all, a normally accepted. practice 

for the United nations to service persons from whc:m they get requests for 

information. Co I did not intend to convey the idea that e-,,ery time we receive 

an inq_uiry we have to clear it through a covernmental channel. I trust that this 

will cleo.r up any mi sunderstanding. 

Ur. PASGO'lWl. (India): Eas any Government responsible for any of the 

Trust 'l'erritories at &"'ly t:iree withheld its permission for the distribution of 

United Ho.tlons material? 

l-1r. ICAT~.:..:i:H (Acting Head, Office of, Public Infor.nation): ibt to r:ty 

knowledge, sir; but l)erhaps the Department of Trusteeship micLt oe able to anmrer 

that. 

Ur. CU,EY,S BOUUI.:SR'r (Belgium) ( interpretation from French): Since the 

represento.ti ve of India has menti0ncd Ruanda-Ur:mdi, I am very happy to point out 

to him that tl1ere is no cer..sorohip in that Trust Terri tor~, and that the 

dissemination of pCJ:iphlets of the United Nations is completely unrestricted. 

I could furni sh him n case whfoh would perhaps explain in .a more specific way 

the situc:tion that exists. 



T/PV.1099 
56 

In U::;wnbura there are two bookshops where bool:s of all ldndG are sold.. 

I have had. the opportunity of visi tinG one of tl,ese shops a few month::; c.[,;o and. 

I found that man;y United Nations pamphlets were sold there. I cfo not lm0'.1 wlmt 

their source was. Perhaps they were there on the initiative of the owner of the 

shop himself, or possibly they came from the Paris office, since Hurrnd.a-Urunc1i is 

a French-speaking country, but at any rate, I can say that the dissemination and 

sale of these. pamphlets to the .public is pl'8.ctised. quite openly. • 

Mr. PJ'uSGCTRA (India): I mentionecl Tiuanda-Urundi oi-ily because that ,ms 

the first narne that came to my mind.; it was just by chance. I wish·to assure 

the repre::;entative of Belgium that I did r;.ot intend to insir~uate tho.t there wo.s 

any censorship in the Territory. · That was not my intention at all, but I welcome 

the explanation which he has given. 

Russian): 

Mr. OBEr.EMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Tiepublics) (interpretation f1•om 

I only wish to say that we would be preparecl to e~-::clmnge views with 

the representative of Belgium and with the representatives of the other 

Administc1·ing Authorities regarding the contents and orientation of this or thst 

publication of the United Nations, but perho.ps such exchanc;c of views would be 

mm·e fruitful a:nd constructive after the represente.ti ves concerned have acC}_uainted 

themselves with that material which is being disseminated i,y the Secretariat of 

the United nations in the Trust Territories, and we hope that the Secretariat will 

issue the neces::;ary directions so that members of the Trusteeship Council will be 

supplied.. 'l'his was req_uested by the representative of India and my del.ei::;ation 

req_uests •it as well. He should like t'.) be supplied with copies of all pamphlets 

and material which are being sent to the Tru::;t Territories since the Trusteeship 

Council must exercise control over both the quality and the quantity of the mate1·ial 

which is being sent. 



T/PV .1099 
57 

(Mr. Obel·emko, USSR) 

The rer,resentat:i.ve of Belgium said that apparently our intention was t,o 

conve::t t lle Sec:i:·2•:,o.riat in-':.o an orG;an of Soviet propaganda, or words to that effect. 

8 1-1':'.'!:,. a statement by the rq>rcsentative of Belgium is simply an indication of 

j 1~· . .st in ,,1l1c,2e in~eref:t-s 31.1:J:1 :9nm~!tlets ar.e now being produced, since l1e has 

1::u;_s1;, '1 r·~3ct th_i_t:, scr::..b·o1::L.ric; w::. th such vehc•r11ence although without any justification 

He sc.::.d th=..t he w1:cs against propaganda. This, precisely, is 

propagando... But ve ccill this colonialist propaganda, while it should be objective· 

propaganda concerning the ideas and purposes of the United Nations, which is an 

i.nterm1ti.on(1.l ors£:. 11i z-:1:t;:..on and not an organ subordinated to colonialists. That 

is v,:ry "'\-,r; s1:,ecJ-::: 2.1]a:~r.st the utilization of the channels of the United Nations 

ar..d the wn.:ys anJ. means of the United Nations for the dissemination of this type of · 

colonialist propaganda, including Belgian propaganda. 

The Soviet Union contributes to the budget of the United Nations, and a 

considerable part of the budget is allotted to the Office of Public Information. 

Therefore, we believe that we have ever right to express our critical comments 

and to speak against this ty:pe of propo.g2.naa. We do not wish our money to be used 

for publishing and disseminating material containing colonialist ideas, 

particularly if it is represented as publications bearing the stamp ofthe United 

Nations. If the colonialists wish to engage in propaganda activities, and do 

engage in them, by all means let them do so ·with their own mone:y and not with 

United Nations money. That is why we speak against this, particularly when such 

a huge mountain, containing thirty-eight floors and three basements, gives birth 

to this still-born colonialist mouse. 

Mr. HOOD (Australia): Some of the implications of this very interesting 

discussion are quite :triportarit. I refer particularly to a phrase used just now 

by the representative of the Soviet Union who, if I heard him correctly, implied, 

or indeed even suggested that the Trusteeship Council as such should -- I think 

that these were his \Wrds -- or must control the dissemination of information in 

the Trust Territories, both as regards its quality and its quantity. 

I heard him aright! 

I think 
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(Mr. Hood, Australia) 

If that indeed was his meaning, then that is an implication ,1hich, of 

course, carries us into q_uite deep waters. I do not wish to pursue it; at the 

same time, I should -lH;:e it to be noted, at least from the point of view of my 

delegation, tha.t we do not consider this to be a function of the Trusteeship 

Council. · Haturally, any member of the Council is certainly entitled to see for 

himself the nature and the particular titles of the information that is being 

distributed, but I do not think that the Council as such can insist that it be 

so supplied. That is the only point which I have to mal~e. 

Mr. CL\.EYS BOUU:'\ERT (Belgium) (interpretation from French): I am sorry 

to lengthen this debate, but ::;ince the representative of the Soviet Union has 

accused me of being impatient in the debate, I r!lust say that .I should like to leave 

it to representatives •at·this table to decide who has shown more patience. 

The representative of the Soviet Union affirmed that since he had 

criticized the substance of the pnr.1phlet and I had q_uestioned the appropr:j.o..teness 

of such a discussion here; the indication uas that I approved of the contents of 

the pamphlet and, conseq_uently, that the pamphlet was a manifestation in ~i::u:1phlet 

form·of colonio.lii.;t prop8.ge.nda, I think that all those who have followed 

our debate will have realized that I have not · passed judgement, as has the . 

representative of the Soviet Union, on the substance of the .:pamphlet. 

I absolutely refrained from doing so. I simply said, and I r~peat it, that the 

Soviet delegation was .no more q_ualified than anyother to dictate to the 

Secretariat the line of conduct which it should follow. 

The representative of the Soviet Union went on to say that his country ms.de 

a considerable contribution to the work of the Uni tl';d Nations. ·. I 1:now very 

well that the contribution of Belgium is not as.lµrge as that of the Soviet Union, 

but it · is in proportion to the national income of the country and is regulated 

by the principles which are applied to every State.. If . one must follow the 

line of the representative of. the Soviet Union, other States which malrn a still 

greater contribution should then have their point of view prevail as to the 

substance which must appear in these docUi"!lents. 

with hir:i. 

Here, again, I cannot agree 
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Mr. RIFAI (United Arab Republic): I did not intervene in this debate, 

because in the first place we have listened to very serious observations and 

remarl;:s by the representative of the Soviet Union with regard to these pamphlets 

that have been distriouted in the Trust Territories, and I th01.Jght that, in view of 

the seriousness of the issues and the disquieting nature of these issues, it was 

very difficult for us to pass over them in silence. However, there were certain 

questions that were put b~r the representative of India and, I think, by the 

re:n·esentati ,ie of the Soviet Union, with regard to the nature of these pamphlets, 

how they are sent to the Trust Territories and how many of them have been sent so 

far, and we thinl~ some information on these points is called for before we ta}~e 

any final decision with regarc:;_ to this report of the Secretary-General. For that 

reason, al thm:gh the remarl;:s and observations of my delegation would not be unlike 

those that were made today by the representatives either of Burma or of the 

Soviet Union, narnclJr, that the situation has not substantially changed in the 

Trust Territo:.ies with regard t0 the dissemination of information on the United 

Nations and that the resolutions of the General Assembly have not so far been 

satisfactorily ,~ompliec": with, I wou}_d say, irrespective of that, it is probably 

more appropriate, in view of the issues that have been raised, to postpone a final 

decision on this question until our next meeting when the information that has 

been sol1ght by some delegations is furnished by the Office of Public Information. 

I shOl~l:l lite to have these clarifications before we finally uispose of this i tern 

on our agenda. As I saicl earlier, there are some serious issues that have been 

raised, ancl the Council is entitled to know something more abcut them. Perhaps 

certain action is called for by the Council before this question is finally 

disposed of. For that reason, Mr. President, I hope you will not call on us to 

approve the report at this stage. 

The PRESIDENT: I can say at this point that the Under-Secretary has 

taken note of the suggestions and indications made by the representative of the 

United Arab Republic, and ' I think the Council will agree that we can resume 

consideration of this item at a later stage when the information that has been 

sought will be forthcoming. , 
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Mr. R.Cl.SGOTRA (India): Mr. President, before you ad.journ, I want to 

raise a point of procedure. This Council held two meetings on 31 May l960, and 

we have not yet received the verbatim records · of those two meetings. I fail to 

understand i•1h:; these verbatim :recordo shoulc1 not have been cj_rcnlatt::d. 

There was one such instance last year, and that gave rise to quite a few 

difficulties in the Council. I want to }".now who decides whether the Council will 

receive verbatim records er not, and what the conditioning circur:istances are. I 

should think that, tl1is ic a r:10.tter on which only the Council i tGelf can take 

a decision. 'I·he Council was not even consultec."1... What we have for these two 

meetings are s1..U1L-:1e.ry reco:::-ds. I d.o not like commenting ori summary records, . but 

they are not altogether satisfactory. \-le do not have the benefit of verbatim texts 

so that we can correct these summary records suitably. 

First of all, Mr. President, I should lite you to inform the Council ·why these 

verbatim recorc:s are not the1·e, how it was decided that verbatim recoi·cls for these 

two meetings should not be put out, • what the rensons were, ancl ··why the Cour.1.c:l.l ·wns 

not taken into confiucnce. 
• ! 

The SECRCTATIY: Owing to a large accumulation of worl~ which had resulted 

frcm the proceedings in another .body of this Org.!:mization, the competent services 

were ur.aole to produce verbatim records for that day-- and also in ord.cr that we 1-:right 

have the reports such as the reports of the Standing Committee on Petitions in tirr.e 

for This Council to consider. The transcription of the verbatim records for 

31 May will be r.iade as soon as it is possible. 

Mr. RA~GOT:IA (India): I Jo not quite see what the preparation of the 

reports of the 8tanding Committee on Petitions has to do with the verbatim records. 

That is a separate section. The verbatim note-tal:crs should ho.ve been available 

that morning, because they were not doing anything with regard to the Security 

Council. 'Ihe Security Council was not even meeting. There ,ms not an unusually 

large number of meetings taking place on the morning of 31 May -- I am quite 

positive about that. 
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• (Mr. Rasgotra, Inclie) 

My point is this. This practice seems to be now becoming an annual practice. 

It happens only once or tw'ice, but it cloes seem to happen almost regularly. If this 

is unavoidable, then the Secretary of the Council or someone else should b.eforehand 

inform the Council that it is lil~ely to happen and that this gap wlll be filled 

later on in the course of proceedings. I do not want to prolong this debate, but 

I should lil-~e to seek an assurance on this point, that the v.erbatim records of 

these two r::eetings ,rill be circulated in the ne~t clay or two. 

Nr. or r::m:iJ,:Ko (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (inte::.--:pretation from 

Russian): On examining the ,Tournal conto.ining the report of our meetings of 

31 May, we sec that a very important subject, among others, was discussed, namely, 

the report of the Drafting Committee on HesteYn Samoa. As J·ou will remember, we 

he.d very inte:;.·esting and ver~' constructive debates on this, which unf ortunately 

did not always leaa. to constructive recommendations. In any event, we consider 

that these meetings were extremely important, and there is no reason for mating an 

exception in the case of these meetings. He hope that the Secretariat in the next 

few days will publish the verbatim records of these meetings in the normcl way. 

They will certainly be of very definite interest to the Members of the General 

Assembl y , since the question of 'Western Samoa will be discussed, in a.ccorciance with 

the de::::. sion of the Trusteeship Council, as a separate item on the agenda of the 

General Ass E::rnbl~,. 

Therefore we f ~1lly support the proposal by the repre-sentati ve of India that 

the Secretariat publish the verbatim records of the two meetings of 31 May. He 

should like to supplement that proposal of the representative of Inc1ia by expressir.g 

the wish that in futl.1re the Secretariat might inform the Trusteeship Council or 

consult the Trusteeship Council whene-,,er an~' clifficulties arise, so that we 

ourselves would. not have to raise these questions. If there are such difficulties 

-- and there may be delays for a few days -- perhaps the best cou:·se would be to 

inform the members of the ·Council :so ·that no doubts or disturbances or difficulties 

would arise . 

'.£!~"e PRESIDENT: Before we adjourn, I should like to inform the Council 

that this afternoon at 3 p.m. we shall begin by hearing the Chairman of the 

Visiting Mission to Tanganyika present the report of the Visiting Mission and we 

shall also hear the opening statements by the representative and the Special 

Representative of the Administering Authority on Tanganyilrn. 
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Mr. Rt1SG01'RA ( Inclia) : I ws.s seeking to find out. when the verbatim 

records would be m:ide e.vaiJ.able, o.nd I received no· answer either from you, 

1,1r. President, or from the Council Secretary. I hope that answer can be 

furnished. 

Tbe SECRETARY: At the moment I con only o.ay that they will be 

furnished as soon as possible. 

Mr. P.ASGO'l'RA (India): I ot1 afraid that that is no·t an an::rner which 

will satisfy my delecat:Lon. It is the prerogative of the Council to have 

verbatim records under certain decisions which cannot be changed just like that. 

I rem.ember that, last yer.r the verbatim records of one meeting were not 

circulated, and I rerr.ember that diffic1ilties arose. Certain statements then 

made by the .Australian re~resentative were ino.dequo:tely reflected in the sti..-nrnary 

record, end he raised very strcinG and very valid objections. The Council itself 

,ms not in a position, nor was the Australian representative in a position, to 

correct the summary re:cords because the Australian representative did not ho.ve 

a text of his statement. 

'J.llis is a verj, u..YJ.usual position, and I think this matter should be resolved 

satisfactorily nnd for good. This sort of thing should not take place, and if 

it has to tarn place, then there should be a Council's decision to that effect. 

If a mistal~e has been made, it is only right and proper that it should be 

rectified 1m."1lediately. We cannot be told that this will be done as soon e.s 

possible, since we do not know when it will be possible. 

'.i:'he SECRE'rARY: I wiil find out und inform the Council later this 

afternoon. 

1-lr. RASGOTFA (India): I shall look · forward to having a fuller reply, 

but I should like to state that it is the view of my delegation that these 

verbatim records should be circulated without delay and should be available by 

Honday at the latest. 
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Mr. CAS'l'ON (United Kingdom) : I would lilrn to lmow what will be on 

our agend.a this afternoon after the statements on Tanganyika rove been completed, 

so that my delegation can make its preparations. 

The PRESIDENT: In reply to the United l<:ingdom representative, I should 

li!rn to say the following. The representative of the United Arab Republic asked 

for a postponement of further consideration o'f the item dealing with the 

dissemination of information because he had sought supplem~ntary information 

from the Under-Secretary. Therefore I ,~1ould su1sgest, and I hop~ the Council will 

agree, that after having dealt ,:i th the preliminary part of the . consideration of 

conditions in the Trust Territory of Tanganyika we should then deal with the 

third item, offers by Member States of study and training ·facilities for 

inhabi to.nts of Trust 'rerri tories. I think that the Council will agree to that. 

Ur. P.ASGO'r !'.iA (India): If it is the intention to take the item dealing 

with the offers by Hember States of study and training facilities this afternoon, 

then I should li~~e a13ain to express_ my inability to participate in the 

deliberations on that matter becaus'e, as was the_ case yesterday, I must be in 

another Car.mi t tee. If you wish to proceed with that, you very well may, provided 

the debate is not closed so that some time during the course of Monday I can make 

my own contribution. 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United KingJ.om): . It seems to me that at every 

meeting someone asks for some item to be postponed to a later stage. He shall 

never finish in that way. I do not know whether the debate on scholarships will 

be completed this afternoon, and I am afraid that the opening statements on 

Tanganyiim will be rather lengthy. Therefore, it may well be that the item 

dealing with scholarships will not be completed, but if there is time to ccmplete 

it, then I thinl~ it should be completed. I very well realize the difficulties of 

other deleeations which are engaged in committees. Our representative on this 

item will also be concerned in one of the drafting committees, but he would feel 

it necessary to come here to take part in the debate because of the importance 

of the wor:._ of the Council itself. 
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. ( Sir Andre,, Cohen. Un:ttecl lCingdom) 

I feel that there is an excessive tendency at the moment to put everything 

off' until tomorrow or some later stage. 'rhat will come back on us very heavily 

later, and while I thinl, we need not go any further at the moment, "but see how 

things go, I •dtJ hope we sha11 ·not have to put yet another thing off on this 

occasion; because it is really becoming more than a joke. 

Tbe PRESIDENT: The United Kingdom representative has indicated that . 

probably it will be well on in the afternoon before the end of · his statement and . 

the statement of the Special Representative. • By then, probably the 

represe!itati ve of India will have finishei his work in the committee and uill 

be able to come buck to the Council. Therefore, probably the question will not 

arise,· but, of course ., we must all have in mind what the United Kingtlom 

representative has said about the necessity of not delaying our wor::. 

· Ur. ItASGOTRA (India): I did not sugsest that the Council mast stop 

its work beceuse it would not be possible for me to be present. I did not sny 

that. Sir Anclreu Cohen ·has had his difficulties in the past; my delec;o.tiori hci.s 

its difficulties t6day. I can say that his d~legntion is much larger than mine. 

All delcqations have difficulties at ·timesf ' I nave this difficulty now. He do 

not want to delay the work of this Council_, and we have never attempted to do so. 

The meetirir.; rose at 1. 5 p ~m .. 




