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AGENDA ITEM 5 

EXAMINATION OF PETITIONS LISTED IN DOCUMENT T/1584/Add.l (continued) 

The PRESIDENT: · we will now continue with our discussion of the 

proposal made by the representative of ·the United Kingdom, to the effect that the 

items remaining on the list of petitions circulated as Addendum 1 to the agenda 

be referred to the next session of the Trusteeship Council. It is the understanding 

of the Chair that this refer:1, t _o three petitions, two under the heading of 

New Guinea and one under the heading of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

Objection has been made to this proposal by the representative of the Soviet 

Union. Is there any further discussion of this proposal7 

There being no further discussion, I will proceed to put to a vote the 

proposal of the United Kingdom deLegation, as just described. 

The proposal was adopted by 9 votes to 1. 

Mr. BHADKAMKAR (India): Before consideration of item 5 is concluded, 

my delegation would like to go on record with a brief observation in the light of 

our discussion this morning. I am referring generally to item 5 as a whole, but 

more specifically to our discussion this morning. In the light of the developments 

that did take place this morning, my delegation would like to go on record as 

expressing the view that it most sincerely deplores the attempt by the delegation 

of the United Kingdom to take shelter behind a procedural screen -- which is the 

only way I can describe it -- so that it may wriggle out of certain clearly 

imposed obligations, obligations imposed upon it by resolutions of the Council 

as well as, more specifically, by resolution 1646 (XVI) of the General Assembly. 
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We must sincerely regret this attitude of the former Administering Authority 

which, i~. the light ~f what. ha~ h~ppen~ci. so f~;, smacks:of some kind '~±':disrespect 

of the .wishes and decisions of the C6uncil~ ··~nd··of a willin.gness -- ~-s alleged· 

by o~e : of the p~ti tio·~~rs.' i~ . the ' telegram tp ; 'th~ Secretary~General . dated 

7 Pec~mb~r 1961 -~ -to , flout the .Gp:i.~it ~f -the de~i'sions : ~f the G~nerai- As.sembly~ 
' ' ,• •.. ~ . -. ' . . ' ·, ~ 

I ~ making a sp~cial ,reference: to .the spirit . of th~ d.ecisions; -i-,hich ' r still ·, • 
thin.1< has as . much ;alidi t;r a~ the., J..ette~ • ~; • th~; woi-d ~ • ,; •• • ., ··.. ., • • • • • •• : · • · 

In :theface of.this very definite situation as ,: statedb;ythe . representati;~ 
. . . . 

of the United Kingdom this morning, my delegation bas already indic~t~d that it 

i_$ extremely sorry to be in · this position, 'l:,Jt we continue to cling to· the.·hope· 

tha~ . the . ~or~~r Admi~ist,eri~g Authority in indeed ~~ting .in ' go~a · faith . and will _ 
;, ' . · , ' 

fulfil in due cours~ the obligations deriving from .the decisions of the Council 
I ., 

and the General Assembly . . ; •. . . . . . . ~ . . 

AGENDA ITEM 6 

APPOINTMEtJT -CF THE MEMBERS CF THE STAIIDII;G CC1'!MIT1IEE • ON PETITICNS • •• • · •• • . . ~ . ! . ' 

Mr. KIAi"'\IG ( China ) : The item now under consideration is the one left 

over .by d,ec'i.sian -of J,he, :Co.uncil at itn previous se9sion,. and, the . cir~umstances 
• • •• • 1 .... . •• .• · - · .. • . ••• . . •; •• • ! .: 

under ·which· that ded.Gion ,was made do not seem to .me to .have changed a.t the • ' . . • . . . ... . . . •, . .. . . ; ' ' • . . . : .• ' ' • : • ' :~ ' . . ; . ~ .. ;: . . ; 
present '. time. · . I ·think the circi,mstar.ccs todcy rc:maiil the ~ame~. Und~r , -t;hEr., ... ... . . ., • . . , . · , .. \ ' • ,'·,,' ; •. ;. , _. , •• ·- -: 

present circi.,1mstances:; l W~)1.lld say ;tne.:t I car-not seE:; .any _co~pel\ir;ig_ r~§rnops_ . . .. 
. . - . .. . • . · ' '• 

. : . for the.; Council:. to .. n:al~e . any,. rigid decision in a tp.at ter o;f t)::le . ?PP9intrnent_ of . ,. 
. • . • . . . ·. . .. ... : .. • . • . -·. : . . ·- .. ~ ---"" :.. . 

members of the Standing .Commit.tee qn Pe_t~ tions. Shoulq. . we .· make . any rig;Ld. 
' . . ' - • . ' . .·• ' 

a·ecisi.on; -say, • ,for instanc~, _in t.he . sense t:t;iat the Standing Commi t:J;;ee on . . . · ., . . , , . . . 
Petitions : shoul-::'. :b8 ·.a'Jolish~a., · tb.en w~ .will 1:un into difficultie~ of. 

reconciling 01-H' l,c:.,~f-·a vi.th nil~ 98 of· t he rules o:f: p:cocenu:i::e. Rule 90, . in our 
• • , . ' ' ,_ ' . ', . . ' . . •• . . · ,,',,. 

: At. this · :juuct· ... n:e I \ 1;3.4t to lli"1ke i ~- vecy cl.~er t .h&t l.. do not wish to 

comnent on: any proposal that n:aY' l?e. :fprt4,~omi rig· ~it,~ regard· to t~~,-st~ndi~g 

Committee · on l'eti tions" All that 'r w;Lsh tb do ·i~ to, ~~-t forward the vieW: 
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and the suggestion .that I would like to offer in this ·connexion. • If the 

President has to make a decision; whether ·. he is to follow the past practice 

of the Counci'l in making the appointment or not, - I think:we ·might assist him 

by suggesting that the appointment of-· the · members of the Standing Committee 

on Petitions may be further deferred until the next session of the -Trusteeship 

Council; unless ha con~i1~ra it n~c~nAru-y tt:I h~v~ the Str.nc'ing 

Committee on Petitions functioning between sessions. · I m~rseJ..f do n~t 

see any il!linediate · necessity for having this Committee meet between sessions, as 

is indicated in paragraph 4 of rule 90 of the rules of procedure. 

To decide not to continue the Standing Committee on Petitions would xequire 

a prior decision; that is, to have a new item on our ager~a . relating to this 

question, either at this session or at the next session. This · would be 

tantamount to a proposed step to amend the rules of proce~ure, as provided· for 

in rule 107. Therefore, I cannot see how we could enter into any substantive 

debate of the question without a prior ·decision to include an item of this kind. 

In other words, the course of action which the Council is to take in this 

matter is bound to be restricted by the mandatory rule 90 to which I have just 

referred. 

In view of this fact and. in the ,light of the circumstances .which I have 

already described, I think the only practical step which we can take at the 

present time · is to apply rule 1c6 of the rules of pro~edure and to decide that 

rule 90 be suspended for the present session and defer the appointment_ of the 

members of the Standing Committee on Petitions to the next session of the Council. 

I believe that I need not point out that the rules of procedure do not 

permit us, even if we should agree among ourselves, to dispose of the Standing 

Corr.mittee on Petitions in a summary reanner, as the Council did with the 

termination of the Committee on Administrative Unions and the Con:mittee on Rural 

Economic Development. 

I also wish to add that the general question raised in connexion with the 

Standing Committee on Petitions, in the light of what took place in the Council 

last year, might as well be subject to the study which the Council ordered 
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ye'sterday,at the sugg-estion of the repr~_~eqt.ative of New Zealand, wi_th regard 

to General Assembly reso~utio~ 17,0l (XVI}, r1~ely that .th~ General Ass~mbl~ . ' . ' , ,· ', •· . . . . ' . ' . . . . . . . . . 
recommends that the Trustee.ship Council conside·r its methods of work and 

procedure. I believe that the study to be undertaken by the Secretariat in 

pur_suance of that resolution w:_ill. have to includ~ a general revie:w of the 

m~thods of procedure in terms o,f the. Coµncil 1. s rul.es of pr_o~edure, and . of course · 
: . . •• .. ·- , \ . ,. . ' . . . . 

the procedures pertaining, .to exc9.Illination o;f petitions will be one of :the 

imp9rt13nt '.things .having to , do wii~ th~: me'thod~ of ,procedure o:f the 'Trusteeship • 

•· ~ou-~ci~- • •• Th~refo;~ .. 'r just ~~ntio~. t~i~ .. poi~t .in P!:l~Sing~; To summarize, • r ' : 
will .. propos~ to the_ Coµncil 'that_ ~,e susp~nd rule _90 o~ the rules of'. procedu_re. 

; S~n,ce I . bav;~ t _he_ floor and this is the first occa,sion I am spe'.'1king, I 

should 1i)c{e .to , .congratulate you, Mr .• President, a~d the Vice-Presidept. upon . 

. your .elections. I mui:;t say that the. Council has m~de ,a very wis.e .oho.ice and· 

I t~n~ that it .sho.uld qe co'ngratulated for not :having ~hrown. ov~;ti~a~d ~p.e .• 

€'f0:Un~--rules which hav~. beco~e part ;)f its .tradition. , ,.- :: : 

• t'· 

,_ ,· ' · 
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I am certainly not very happy to see the departure of some of our colleagues, 

I must mention in particular my warmest admiration for the representative of 

Paraguay, Mr. Solano Lopez, and fo·r · his ability and wisdom when he was with the 

Council. 

Mr. SALAMANCA (Bolivia) (interpretation from Spanish): I have listened 

very carefully to the views expressed by the representative of China, and I find 

mysel.f in somewhat of a paradoxi:cal . position. Fundamentally I agree with the 

latter part of his statement, but for different reasons. I do not believe that the 

position i's as complic'.lted as he seems to think it 'is. 

First, I differ from the representative of China on the interpretation of 

rule 90. ' Before reading out this rule, I ~ould draw the Council's attention to the 

fact that there is a tacitly accepted rule followed by all organs that }:aye any · 

sense of constitutional procedure according to which the Assembly and the Councils 

are master of their own procedure. Rule 90, paragraph 1 reads: "The Trusteeship 

Council shall establish a Standing Comm.ittee II 
• • • • Therefore, this is not binding 

but is optional. It says, "The Trusteeship Council shall establish", which means 

that it can decide to establish or can decide not to establish this Standing 

Corunittee. 

The representative of China has referred to rule 106, which states: "When the 

Trusteeship Council is in session, a rule of procedure may be suspended by a 

decision of the Council, 11 I emphasize the words 11reay be suspended". 'Ihis means 

that rule 90 is not binding and is purely an optional provision. 

There is a further point on which I disagree with the representative of China. 

Circumstances have changed to such an extent that there are no petitioners, and 

this is the fundamental question. When this body was set up, it was set up to 

discuss something that existed. But we cannot maintain somewhat in the air a 

Corunittee which has no concrete, irr.mediate and real objectives. 

Having offered these explanations, obviously the Council can properly decide 

to take no decision as to whether or not the Ccmmittee should be appointed. In 

addition, ~e have to adapt our rules of procedure to the dictates of corunon sense. 

How can we establish a Standing Corr.mittee on Petitions made up of six members when 
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at th'~ p~eie~t ·tim~ the T~Jst~e~hip
0 

·courici·l consists· of only ten members.f 

Thereto~~;-: l agre'e wi t1/the
1 

last pa;t""of th~ stat~ment; but} a~ f · hav~ said; for : • • 

other r '~~-s~ni."• ··-irhe: 'Tiudte.eshi'p Co~ncil sbouid'·ri~t- '.take· ··~ny de.cision 'Erl 'to ·w1:i'ith'ef' 'f 

o/ riio't ;-{(t~hou:Ld ei~e'ct :'.de~liers to ··~ucb.· a C6run:i ttee or ''to' s~spend :the appiicJticiri ·,<.' 

of r~l~:,-qo puisJanf to rule :io6. ·Accordingly, ·1.r ·ani 'petitiorl:i.~ .fci.i·th~omirig/it -

sho~i~ b:E/ stibm{tt~d thro~gh . the Secretariat to' the :Trusteeship 'coun~ii. Th~<~h6le 
process of presenting petftions through the Secreta;iat will '<tlien be f~~£1ftktJa:; : .. 

because we ·· ~h;ll ho't 'have. man:/ petitioners coming forward and ·:.je' shalf :ribt: require 

a spi6iat '\:icidy tci deal w1 th 'thi's -'subject. • • .- ·; • .,,; • • • : 

•• oi ··c6ili-se: 'th~· :Tfu~t'e~sl:iip Coun~ii' ciri decide that a 'standf°~g· ·coYr.mittee·: dd' ' · 
Peti tii~;~- 'sh~li rio· lorig~r· • exist. • 'H~~ever, 1 t would be simple:t' tci take' no' ·c1ed:ts1o'oti • 
with r~ipe'ct' ti:tfuie' 5fo~ • .Actually' I ani introducing the> same • prdposal 'as the" 6rie .: -• 
made bf thi"'~'~t,refien'tat'i;.re "of :Chi ha, but for· 'other reasons· .• ·, '.'' ,; :, • ; ;; ; i • • '~' ;. ' ; •• 

.. ... . , . ..,,. • .• • 

_;, :> l-1r. KIANG '( chirta h I must t ;ell my' 'goo'd fl:'ierid~ Mr'~ Saianianda ,'< that ''-i : ,'. :.,: 

always ag'i:"ee' : with hi~ 'pragmatic ~pproach to manythings . .. :t am V-erj- glid \to li'ei:r'· :· 

that. he 'fiill.y ;~gr'ees ·'with the las·t;; part· 6:t : 'irtit ··f·einirk·s ;' ·which actu·J11Y'H;ontEi:fnfi "the '. 

•,: i wo~'ia'· 1ike t'o 'ni~k°~ ''it quite ·,'6lea'r :~na.''- td \pllt' 'o'n 'rec6r'ti th:at:....ie 'niii~:t · ii'b:fd-~i 
• • J ~ :·, • • ~;·- ; r,,~ ·· . ,:,_• ·· •• . .. , .. ·.·~·., _, . ·. , ·,-·, . -~- -.·· ·, . -._ .; .. .. ·: -- '••· . . .. · , .. ··:. . ,._, -...".'. -.. .. ·•. 

by tlie ·ru1es· of 'procedure~ • ·since ·rule 90 provicl'es '·:ror the· establishnien't 'of ·the·• .. ' • .: ·' 

Corunitte·~/ :JJi~'ss ·we ''iia.ive ''that rule ··we i~v'e tci .. -~'p_po:irit the c·oiririitt~'e. ·;·,:rt''fi~'fof •;· 

this ~imp le • ;ea~ori tli~t 'J ··nave prciposecl 'tha:t, 'in accorilanc~ wi'th tlil.e • '166 / ·:{ffT' 
.··~·;-: , . ~;- : ;\ ... j·· "': t ~ · _.: ' .-- :-- - ~ .: • .• -_ . : ! • ;"· ; .. _ : : : ; : • : y .- •• • . - ; - --- ~ -- ~·,· :: •• · '- · '"'/•·, ~- -· · 

suspend rule '90 arid not take any decision but .,. defer the decision unt11 "thEf ·ne·xt. ' • ••• 
sJJif~~:· ''.{;'th0:t'nk 1\I ~s~·enc:e • \.i~ • ar~ • iri 'f~~pie•te ·agreement. • 1 ·!, . ·:, .. • , ••• : .,._,.·-

The PRESIDENT: Does the Chair understand correctly that the 

representative of China has made a formal proposal that rule 90 be suspended until 

the next session of the Council? 

Mr. KIANG (China): That is correct. 

The PRESIDENT: I so understand. Is there any objection to the proposal? 
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Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of ~ovie~ SQcialist Republics) _(interpretation from 
" . •• .. ' 

Russian): . As we understand it, before the Council at the present time there is one ,, •. . -• • ·-. • . . . ,· ... 

p~opos_al, 1;1a~ely. t~e proposal introduced _by the representative of Bolivia · that 

there is no ,n~ed to _ set up now a _S~anding Con:mittee on Petit~ono. _'Ihe Trusteeship 

Council, in accordance with rule 90 .of the :1:ules of procedure, may set; up such a 
- , 

Corunittee if the need should arise, but as was very correctly pointed out by the 

represe~tative of Bolivia, no such need exists a~ P,resent • 
. . ;. -~ :.-· . . ·, . 
. 'Ihe Soviet delegation already at the last session declared that it was in 

·.i ~ . - ·: • • • • 

favour of liquidating the Standing Cozr.mittee on Petitions so that the Trusteeship 

Counc:q n:d-ght directly carry out one .of its , basic obligation~ under .. the Charter • 
. · .· ·_ ·: · ' . . ! -. ' . . ' • . •• .· 

A~ that _time the ,opponents of that proposal told .us that it was not yet clear 

how ~_an;( _petitions th;e,re might be •. Th.ey said that there mi~ht be ,such a. large 

number of petitions that the Trusteeship _Council .would be unable to examine all of 

them. However, even this rather formalistic argument at present has no real 

significance si.nc.e we see that the number of petitions is such _that it wouli be . ' ' ' ") • 

ra');qer r .idiculous to speak of setting up .a spe~ial organ. Aside from these . 
. . . ' . . . ' • . . 

technical ,~rguments .we beli_eve for reasons . of principle that all petitions should, . 
· . • ' . . . , , • 

be examined directly by the Trusteeship Council. 'I'his is all the more .true since, 

as w?s _pointed out _by the representative pf_Bolivia, the Trusteeship Council now 

cons~sts of only ten meID:b~rs. In the _circumstances it would be_ r~ther difficult to 

un~e~ste,nd why an organ of six members should be set up to examine petitions. 

Therefore,. at the,_presept session and for _the _ reasons indicate_d, we again 

~,nsh to ._speak ,ii;i
0
favour of liquidating the Standing ,CommiJtee on :Petiticr:e and we 

are in favour of having all p~titiona examined directly ~y the ~rusteeship Council. 
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The FRESID:SI;T: It is my underst:;1.rnEng, as Presi d:::: r, +, 1 tl:at there is 

on1y·'on~ propdsa:1 befbre t,"r._,,; Co1\:/!i:i, 'arni f:'. j,-:, ~· is· the pi'c:r; :);"!~l mu c.e by the 

representative of China. 
. . . ~ . : 

of Bolivia iri that 'respect he wilt: ram ictre, corr2c.t me. 

Mr. · BACCN (United Stat es o:f kaerica) ~ • As I understand it there is 
no membe:r here ~rhich wants . to keep a .Standing ·committee on Petitions if it 

does ndt p'rove· to be need~d. I think that to that extent we all agre·~ with 

the .:3ovi.et r epresentative, Shoulci there be an influx of pet·::. t:Lons i~ large •• 

numbers in tfre future ~~ which apparently no on~ ·expects at <u,:e mo::ierit -- we 

could ·then 'elect ·memb~rs to the Standing ·cotrmi ttee o~ Petition·~. 

I should like to advance this suggestion in an effort to meet what the 

Soviet representative desires and, perhaps, what the rest of us also desire. 
: ' . . . . ' . . . . ' ·. . . . . . . . 

If we were to change the Chinese proposal slightly to suspend ru1e ·-.90 until 

further notice instead of until the. next session that ·would prevent· the· ' ite~ 

from CO!:'.ling up on our agenda again, although it could b~ included at a later 

date if ti1ere . were a· need· for the Standing. Cornmitt~e on Petitions to be 

brough\.: baick'. into . action:. • In th~t .;,;;;y 'thk" -Coi:u:ic:n· -would; as :-I :understarid. 'i =t·, 

consider the petitions in its plenary meetings but, at the s~e "time: . s'bould 

the need' be:c~me ~pparent.' for· a sub-committee or a standing committee oi any 

type this:1issu? cciu'ld then be discussed . • I make that as a ·suggestio~"whfch. 

the repre·senta ti ve cif China might perhaps care to consider. 

Mr. KIA:£1:G (China): I appreciate what has been said by the 

representative' -~':r the Uilitetistates, but I must say that :this is a:.qiiest"io"n 

not of my ,;i;ew but of mj iriterpr~tation of r"ule 1C6 of the ·'z.t.iie~ cif procedure, 

which reads: "When the Trusteeship Council is in' session; a rule of proceciti~e 

may be suspended by decision of the Council. 11 I do not know whether we can 

construe the meaning of this" ri:tle i'n ac:cordahc'e . w:i.
0

th the· interpretation given 

by the 'representative of the United ·stat~s, nam~iy', that we can suspend a ruli 

of pro.cedu~~; until further notice. It seem's to me "that" we . Cari suspend' a ' rule 
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of procedure only for the particular session at which the a.ecision to suspend is 

taken. I have that difficulty. Despite the interpretation given by the 

representative of the United States) I myself find it difficult to interpret 

the rule in such a way as to meet his view. That is why I do not propose that 

we should suspend the rule until further notice. I personally would be in 

agreement with what he has said) but if we were so to interpret the rule .I think 

that we would then have difficulty because) under .the terms of rule 106) we can 

suspend a rule only for the period during which the Council is in session. Can 

we suspend a rule for the next session? That remains to be discussed) and I 

doubt very much whether it is possible for us to do so. That is the difficulty . 

which I see. 

_Mr. BACON (United States of .America): In the Cour.cil's report (A/4818) . 

of the last session we have this wording relating to the appointment of the 

Standing Committe~ on Petitions: 
11 At its 1171st meeting, the Council decided to defer ... the question 

o:f •.. the appointnent of members of £the Standing Committee on Petition~7 

until its next session." 

I would suggest that we could mal,;:e the same decision now, but without putting . 

in the words 11 until its next session". We would thus defer the i tern without . 
' . , 

any reference to when we would reconsider it. It may be we could say "and for 

this purpose to suspend rule 90 of the rules of procedure". 

Mr. KIANG (China) : I think that that is a great improvement 

suggested by the representative of the United States in connexion with his 

interpr.etation of the rule. I fully agree with him if the Council so .decides. 

Mr. SALAMANCA (Bolivia)(interpretation from Spanish): I think that we 

are coming to the point where we are reall:y: dealing in ~cademic arguments. If 

the Council fails to tal{e a decision under rule 90 I think that that means that 

it has suspended rule 90) purely and simply. If, at our next session, the Council 
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were to decide to appoint a standing. cor.:mi ttee, . should peti ti,oners be forthccming, 

what rule of p rocedure would prevent it from so _doing? I do ·net beHeve that ·there 

would be any rule _to prevent that. Tl:erefo1·e .I think that the original proposal., ·· 

which has b ecome fairly complicate d as a result of the debate, put the ma tter 

in a wa y which made it very easy to resolve. Let _· us not take any decision 

with r egard to rule S'O. I do not feel that. we have to c;o .on discussing whe_ther 

or not· we are invadinG the competence of the Council at its next session. ,I 

said inrny first statement that I thought that the rules of procedure could not 

run counter to . common sense. · If ,,e have no petitioners we have no Standing 

Cor:cmittee on Petitions. If we have a few petitioners the Council will bear 

them in plenary meetinG, In order to simplify the · task of: the President I would 

suggest that he .merely put to the vote the following motion: 

•1'The Council considers · that it· is unnecessary to tal;:e any 

decision at this session with re.spect to the application of 

rule 90('; 

The PRESID:SNT: It is : roy.understanding that the proposal before. the · 

Council is the proposal of the delegation of China, as amended pursuant to the 

suggestion of the representative of the United States. Would the United States 

representative please restate his proposal? 

Mr . BACON (United States of America): I will repeat my restatement 

of the proposal. It would be, "The Council decides to defer the appointment of 

members of the Standing Cornmi ttee on Petitions 11
• May I say that if we tal:e this 

decision we shall be operating in effect under rule 90, under rule 106 for those 

wbo feel ·we should, or under any other rule. It is clear that we can take this 

dec:i.F:i.on, Rnd j_t really does not make any difference under which rule we do 

take it. 
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The PRESIDENT: If there arc no farther comment::; I shall take it that 

that is the correct and acceptable restatement of the propocal made by the 

representative of China. Is there any objection to that proposal? 

Russian): 

Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics )(interpretation from 

We should like to point out that, for some reason, the President 

apparently wishes, rather obstinately, to ascribe the proposal advanced by the 

United States representative to someone else, namely, to a person who does not 

represent anyone here. If it · is·the intention of the President to put to the 

vote the proposal of the United States representative the dele6ation of the 

Soviet Union. wishes to enter in the record of our meeting its reservation of 

principle to the effect thit it considers that the Standing Committee on 

Petitions is superfluous and should be liquidated, and that the examination of 

petitions should be conducted by the Trusteeship Council itself directly. Since 

the proposal of the United States delegation does not run directly counter to 

that position of the Soviet Union we shall not, of course, object to it, but we 

deem it necessary to make the reservation I have just outlined. 
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Nr . . Pres4"dent, .I sup_posi:! _tha:t y9u ,1_;i.ll agree 
• . : • • • . • •..• . , •t"• • • , 

to rule out of order the offen_si ve rema:.:'lrn which_ ,we . h,a ve just .heard from the • 

preceding speaker. 
; .\ . · .. - - . 

The FRESIDZl\"'T: I shall rule that the matter unde1·. ci.iscussion is· 

a proposal of the representative of China which was amendeci. oy his consent in 

accordance with the suggestion made by the representative of t:he -__ Uni ted States_. , 

No other matter is before the Council for its consideration. 

Mr. DOISE (France) (intcrpretc.tion from Fren~h): ,It must be 
noted that, in spite of nppe,:;.rances, there is now within the Cc1l''.\cil 

' - • : l ! I 

a uninimi ty that I' would describe as touching. As the Council l:n,ows, my 

dele·gat:l.cin was deeply interested last July in the elimination. of _t _he S_tanding __ 
· - .. 

Corr.mi tte·e on Petitions. But we consider that seve1·al means a:;:e possible to 

achievi {ho.t end . • The ineans that has ' ~OW been suggest~d by. various • 

repres~ri-tat:i.Jes ~ppears ' to me • to :be p1'acticai; therefo1~e, my del~ga,ti·o_n, although .. 

it had ariotlle1· opinion last ·July, now aligns itself with it. 

! : . , L ; .• 

The PRE_SIDENT: There is a proposal before .the C_ouncil that .the 

appointment of any_ members to the Standing Corr.mi ttee on Petitions!?-, should . 
::· ~·;· " ·~· .!.. . ·-: : ·. : . . . . • . • •• ' 

be deferre6 . With the reservation e;:pressed by the rep:;:esentati ve . of the 

Soviet Union, is there any further objection to that p1·oposal? 

.:Ci _.Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet: Socialist Republics). (interpretation- ,, t • • 

from Russiar+): We have heard the ruling of the President, but we still 1 ,,_ 

consid~r . tha t the proposal w~s int,:.:oq.uced by the representative of the United .. ,. 
; :, ; ·) ' . • ' ~ . -: .. ·~· . . \ ,, •. " . 

States. If the President considers that that is not the case and that .the 

proposal emanated from a private individual who has _in fact no righ~ to be 
' • • . 

present . or to attend t~ese meetings 9f the Council_, then, . in _ our view, the1·e _;. 

has been no proposal before the Council and we shall take no part ,in the vote 

on a proposal which, legally speaking, does not exist. 

Mr. DOISE (France) (~nterriret€!.tion from French): . I. should like 

to make it perfectly cleo.r, in order th::\t there may be no misunderstanding 
whatever:; that my 'delegation fully suppor ts the pi·oposul of the repi;esentative 

of China'. 
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The PRBSIDENT: I think that the matter stands clea:.: on the record. 

There is no question before the Council as to the proper :.·epresentation of 

China in this body, and the proposal stancls adopted, with the reservation 

exp:.·esseci. 1Jy the 1·epi:esentative of the Soviet Union. 

It uo.s so decided. 

DATE OF NE1.'T SESSION 

The PRESIDENT: The only remaining question before the Council is to 

set a date for the next session. 

The Council will recall that, according to a decision taken at its 

11 73rd meeting, the Council decided to suspend rule 1 of our 1·ules of procedure 

and to co1rmence its summer session on a date in the second half of May 1962. 

I am advised that the Visiting Mission to Nauru and New Guinea has decided to 

meet in Sydney on 12 March and to spend npproximately two months on its visit 

to the two Trust Territories. It is, therefore, not expected. to return to 

New York much before the middle of May. The suggestion has been made that the 

next session of the Council, in order to allow time for the preparation and 

translation of the Visiting Mission I s report and also ·co comply with the 

previous o.ecision of the Council, should commence on Thu::csday, 31 May. Is there 

any discussion on that point, 

Mrs. TEN2:.ill (Belgium) (interpretation from French): I have no very 

precise vie1rn as to the date on which we should begin ou1· next session. The 

importa11t thing is that it should oegin at a time when we shall have the 

necessa1·y C:..ocuments which will allow us to bring to a f1·ui tful conclusion the 

work which we shall be doing. In this connexion I believe that the Secretariat 

has informed us, through the Pi·esident, of the plans of the Visiting Mission. 

It would. appear to me that the time between the return of the Visiting Mission 

to New Yol'l;: in May and the convening of the Council on jl May is rather short. 

Ho,1ever, no doubt the matter can be studied a little more thoroughly if we first 

settle a ~uestion of principle. 

It is true indeed that we did suspend the ~pplication of rule 1 of our rules 

of procedure, but, as has just been pointed out by the representative of China 

in connexion with another matter, while 1-1e suspended the application of that rule 
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(Mrs. Tenzer, Belgium) 

t ,.,, sr--s~don of the Ccuncil ubcib was to follow irrnr.ediately after the regarding ,!e - -
' 

0
•.11•.>t deci' ~ion, does not i1old c. onccrning su.bsequent adoption of tha t suspension, -- "' - __ 

sessions. Therefore., I -r,hint: that ,,e cr-.n no·.-1 revert to ri:le l, whi~h ;,as suspended, 

I believe, regarding t112 26th or 2~(th session. Therefore, if it would be 

useful to . st1..1rt our work somewhat late;· -- although I dou::it that -- ·r do not 

believe ,u1at we shoulc. adhere a p:'.· io1."i to the idea that 112 must at all costs · 

M1•• ?ROTITCH ( Under-Secret3.TY for Trusteeship , and Informaticrt from 

Non-Sel.f-Goven~i1:i Territo1·ies): In o:;,"d_er to avoid any unnecessary discussion; --­

I shculd like to point out that on page l of the Council I s renort concernina'· 
. . . . ~ 0 

its different decis_ions, it is clearly stcted that rule l has been suspended in• 

order to cowmence its summer session 011 a date in the second half of' May .1962. 
This has been done for different reasons, incluci.ing the allowinG of time to 

prepare a :;:epo1·t and translate it so that it may be re.::.dy for .the· General 

Assembly session . . 

Mr. SANKEY (United Kingdom): I shs:,uld just like to say: that I think 

that the representative of ... Belgium is right and that. the action taken by the· • • 

Council ,ms an "enabling11 order, enabling the Council to meet earlier if 

necessary; but I ... do not think that -it must be binding if circumstances should 

prove othen;ise. I myself have no objection to the proposed date of 31 May., 

but I do not ~hin·k that we ought to be bound by that date if cfrcurilstc.nces 

subseq_uently prove otherwise. 

Mr. DOISE (France) (interpretation from French): I should like to 

put a further question to the experts of the S 2cretariat or the experts around 

this table. Hhen will the Council be nble to finish its ,101·k? 
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I believe the only an-.we::.~ that can be given 

to the question o-r ·:J.,:: :;;'•~·.:;-::~ ( ,fr,,:,-,·t, ,,:, ~i_ ."P "Ji' :?::•q~,cP. ;_s tl:at tl·, • t vould depend 

on the decision m2.cie ty t:w T::"1.10 '.~; (:: 0 ,h5_:7 C:J;!:1 ,.~::.1 ::.n:i on its :procedures: 

whether it had bro S'3~c:.si c,r,s a d2.: ' z -ei so fcrtll, a::;d. whether it n:al:-.:es use of 

drafting ccmnittees and the like. 

Mr. :?~JADKAMKAR (India) : I only wish to draw your attention and 

that of the Council tn the fact that we have been called upon to consult 

or work in association with this Committee of Seventeen; that alsn, I think, 

should have scree bearing because if we s".:.art too late and finisb to,) late, 

the Ccrrll1i ttee of Seventeen also will have to prepare its rep01·t to the 

Assembly and so forth. 

The FR'SSIDEN'l': May I suggest to the Council that the focus 

on the question of the starting cl.ate -- if it has objection to the date 

cf 31 May and wants it earlier or lster that this be considered: I feel 

sure that we could ove:cccme any procedural abs tacles, if there are any, to 

reconsidering the decision, tentative or otherwise, that was made at the 

last session. 

Is there any representative who wishes to speak for an earlier or a 

later date7 

Seeing none, I will take it that the date as proposed is agreeable, and 

it will be so ordered. 

'Ihe next session of the Council therefore will take place on Thursday, 

31 May. 

STA'IEMENT BY 'IRE PRESIDENT 

'I'he PRESIDENT: Before adjourning this session, I am sure that 

I would speak on behalf of the other members of the Council in expressing 

our regret that this is the last meeting at which our friend and colleague, 

Mr. Edmonds of New Zee.land, will be present at the Council. I k:1 ow I 

speak for all the members in saying how much we have enjoyed his company and 
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(The President) 

his interventions frequently with a sparkle of wit which we need sr- much. 

I am sure that I also speek for all the members of the Council in wishing 

l,.:lm well and all success in his next assignment. 

Is there any other business to ccme before the Council? 

CREDEI'-JTIALS OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretati~n 

from Russian): Mr. President, although we were not presented a report 

on crenentials, since the credentie.ls of all represent;i.tives have n0t been 

obtained by the Secretariat for today, we would, after all, wish to point 

out that even without that report it is quite clear to all that at the 

:present session, unfortunately, in the Trusteeship Council there were no 

representatives of China. 

We wish once again in a most emphatic and categorical manner to state 

that the representative of China in the Trusteeship Council, as well as in any 

other organ of the United Nations, can be a person appointed by the Central 

Government of the Chinese People's Republic. That is why we protest and 

object to the seat of China at the present session being occupied by 

persrms who have no right whatsoever to represent China.. 

Mr. KIANG (China): As the representative of China I consider it 

ocn~ath my dignity even to take issue with the preceding speaker. I wish 

t o place on the record that the Government of the Republic of China which 

I have the honour to represent here in this Council is the only freely 

legitimately constituted Government of China) which alone can speak for the 

Chinese people in the United Nations. 

The PRESIDENT: Are there any other matters to come before the 

8ouncil? If not) I declare that the twenty-eighth session (')f the Trusteeship 

Council is adjourned. 

The meeting rose at 4,5 p.m. 




