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EXAHEIATION OF AHIJUAL REPORTS OF THE ADi-ilNISTEIUNG AUTHORITIES o:r THE 

ADi.ffrJ:i:STRATIOH OF TRUST TERRfi'ORIES: CAI'-.-iEHOOrJS UNDER BRITISH ADi'✓iINISTRATIOH 

(T/L.956 and Add.l; 'l'/1499, 1524, 1527; 'r/PET.l}/L.12 to L,83; T/PET.4 and 

5/1.35 to 1.74; T/cm.1.4/L.33, 36-38, l+o, 42-~7, 1+9-52; T/cm.1.4 and 5/L.4-6) 

FUTlffiE OF T}IE TRUST TERRITORY O;F Ti-iE CJ'J,IEROOW3 UNDER UNITED KINGDOM 

ADMINISTRATIOrI. (GJ:,;NEH1-\.L ASSEI-IBLY RESOLUI'ION 11}73 (XIV); T/15 62, 1530, 1551) 

~ he i!!:~i"!.~!ion of t ?.!e Prf:sident. t,IaJlem Ali Akilu and hr. Field.. Special 

Re1)r~sentc.ti ves for the Trust Ter:::i tory of t he Cameroons under United Kingdom 

e,dministration. took places at th~ Trusteeship Council te.ble. 

Mr.· . OBEREI-':Irn (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (interpretation 

from Hussian): r,iy first question this afternoon relates to part IV of document 

T/1530. In pa1·agrapi1 17 of that document, reference is made to the fact. 

that the local adn1inistration in the Northern rart of Nigeria is being performed 

by an autonomous organ which is known as ti1.e . Hative Authority and t llat the 

overwhE:lming majority of Native Authorities are normally lleaded by an Emir or 
-

Chief. \·ie should like to know what the situation is at t he present time in the 

Trust Territory -- what these i'Jative Aut:1orities are, by w:1om they arc l"!eaded, and 

what changes have occurred in recent tirr.es. 

Mallam Ali !J(ILU (Special Representative): As the Council will have seen 

frcm the report, these Native Authorities for the Northern Trust Territory are 

being formed now and therefore do not have iieads, as is the case with the other 

Native Autnorities. It is hoped that, when these councils are constituted, 

consultaticn will take place between the councils and the Government of the 

Northern Region as to the form which the heads of the ifative Authorities should 

take. 

r;ir . OBEREW(O (Union of Soviet Social_ist Republics (interpretation from 

Russian): He would wish to lmow the view of the Administering Authority on this 

score. What is the plan 'l How will they act? As we under stand it, the city and 

other councils in the Trust Territory were formerly set up not by means of' direct 
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(ivir. Oberemko, USSR) 

election. How, these councils have been removed, as the Administering /;.uthority 

tell us, and it is intended to hold elections in May for regional councils, and 

subsequently, from t he members of these regional councils, it is intended to 

c':.ect :rtembers of councils for the !'lativo !.uthori ty. Thus_. as we see it, t here is 

sorr.e sort of plan. He would wish to know how the heads of these councils., the 

chairmen or presidents, will be selected. Are there any plans in that regard on 

the part of the Administering Authority, 
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Malla!.!l Ali AI".:ILU (Special Representative): 'Ille custom or practice .in 

these matters ,,here there is a dispute or u·nc:ertainty as to how .the head of a 

Native Authori t;y should be c:onsti tuted. is to have the matter resolved under the 

Native Autho:::.·i ty Law, section 1-t8, whi eh I would be very pleased to show the 

representative of the Soviet Union~ But the main system is for the Council of the 

Native f,uthority to mal~e a . declaration as to what the custor:1 is in this matter, or 

what the Council would like to have accepted. as the custom, and such cieclaration 

is made by the Cou...--icil of the Native Authority and confirmed by publication in the 

Northern Region Gazette. 

Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation frcm 

Russian): Would it be correct then to assume and interpret the situation in the 

following way: that in this respect no substantial changes have occurred. In 

other words, the same se:t-u-p exists and the same customs prevail us those which 

existed in the past -- or have new reforms been introduced? 

Mallam P.li AKILU (Special Representative): I would say that the facts 

are contradictory to the implication in the question. ffnat has been set up is a 

new democratic system of local government, and until these councils are formed, 

it will not be proper for the Northern Regional Government or the Administering 

Authority to give direction as to how the !_leads of the Native Authorities are to 

be appointed. m1at is being done is to await the constitution of the councils ancl 

then to ask them to declare how they would like the heads of their Native 

Authorities to be appointed. 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): I just wanted to suggest that 

perhaps it would be of interest if the Special Representative would indicate, in 

reply to this question, what the system in these same areas was before this 

inq_uiry. I ·will not do it, because he can do it much better than I could. 

Me.llam Ali AKILU (Special Representative): The system before these 

reforms was that these areas of the Trust Territory were under Native Authorities, 

part of whose areas lay in Nigeria, with the e;{ception of the DH:wa Hati ve 

Authority, which is entirely in the Trust Territory. These other areas vhich were 

formerly under Northern Nigerian Native Authorities have now been separated :from 

them and have been set up as independent Native Authorities. 
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M£..~ . 0BEREM1<:0 (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

Russian): Perhaps there is some misunderstanuing simply because I ao not seem to 

be ab l e to obtain an answer to my question. I shall formulate it in a different 

way then. He understand that now Native Authorities have been set up which ere 

se;arate f r om the ::rative J..uthorities in Nigeria. The separation has taken place. 

'Ihese now a.r e independent Native Authorities. But we wish to lmow the actual 

charact er of the elections or appointments in these Native Authorities. We would 

like to knmr the nature of the elections or ap;;ointme:..1ts of the regiona:i. 

councils, and so on; in other words, their internal structure and the principles 

of the elections or appointments. Have these principles remained as they were 

formerly, or have new changes been introduced during recent times? That is what 

we wish to know. 

We have already as certained the fact that .the separation has tah:en place or 

is in the course of tal<:ing :r:ilace, and now we wish to know whether there are any 

changes in the principles themselves which govern the c~~posi tion and organization 

of these District and Cit;1 Councils .of the Native Authorities? 

Mallam Ali AXILU (Special Repres~ntative): The main difference is 

that formerly there were t r aditional Native Authorities which were not constituted 
, . . . . ' . . • :, .. 

by elections but had b een ther e through history and for at least the past · century~ 

These Native Authorities no longer have any jurisdiction in the area and the 

system which is being introduced is that there will be elections, in the first 

place, to the District Councils. He have had District Councils before, but they 
, 

were not through direct elections. The election then was under the electoral 

college system. But these elections which are going to be conducted now are 

direct secret elections by adult male suffrage. From the District Councils, 

f i_;,.rtheT mem1J c:;.~::; ,Ti}.l be el ec t ,::: :t who -;'./ill f orm t h e Eat ive Aut hority . 

Coi..l!1ci1s . • The Native t.utho:ri t y Cot.mcils~ ,rill then be asked to soy hott . 

they would . like the head of the Native Authority or Chai.rman of the Native 

Ac1.thori t y Council. to 'be 13.ppointed. 
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lfr. OB1'REl-1KO ~Uniori of Soviet Socialist Republics)( interpretation from 

Russian): Thus the conclusion can be drawn that now the actual procedure is 
., 

lmown in regard to these district or regional councils and later the question will 
·- . . 

be solved of how the councils of locai atithorities will be elected and how the 

chiefs or leaders will be .appointed. That is how we understand the situation. 

The next questiori is directly connected with the previous one. In 

paragraph 19 of the report it is stated~ 
11All district, town and outer councils in the Trust Territory which were 

established unde; the method of indirect elections have been abolished . • New 

elections will be completed by the end of May ... 11 (T /1530, page io) 

In paragraph 25 we read: 

"The separation of the Adamawa Trust Territory from the Administration of 

Adomm:,a Native Authorities means that the · area has temporarily no indigenous 

local authority for its ·day-to-day admini~tration." (Ibid., page 12) 

Cur question, then, is as follows~ Is . this lac!~ of Native Authorities 
. . 

something that is typical onl;r of the Adama~m region or is this phenomenon CCir.IllOn 

to the whole of the northern part, of the Trust Territory, and if that is not 

completely so 1 then we should ·· like' to know \,hat temporary meaLures have been 

provided. for the regions of tbe Trust Tcrritor:y other ti:c:u the Ada.wmm 

region, 

.. 
Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): ·r do not want to reply to this 

. . 

last question. But I did not gather, from what the representative of the Soviet 

Union said was his interpretation of the reply· to th_e previous question, ·that he 

had quite understood the position. Just to make sure, I will repeat it as I 

understa.nd it. 

'l'he system of election to the District Councils has been settled. This 

is direct election; secret ballot; adult male franchise. The system of election 

to the Native Author'ityCour.J.c~.ii:; has been settled. 'I-hey are composed of members 

elected from the District Councils. The only thing which has not been settled __ 

and it cannot be settled until these elections have tal~en place is how the heads 

or chainuen of' the Native Authority Councils shall be appointed or chosen or elected. 

This will be a matter for consultation with those Councils when they have been 

elected., so that effect can be given to the wishes of the Councils in that respect .. 

I do not wish to answer the other question. 
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Mal 1 am Ali AKILU (Special Represantati ve): As regards the other pa.rt 

of the questio;.1, there are no indigenous P-ettve .Author:i.ties iri the area, because 

they ha•J-e been separated, and the interim measure which has been tal:en is to 

appoint administrative officers under the Native Authm.·ity lnw to be the 

temporary Native Autho'rities until these election8 are concluded. 

Mr. OBERENKO (Un::.on of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

Russian): I should like to direct piy next question to the representative of the 

Administering Authority, and the question is as follows. How is the unity of the 

Trust Territory, both southern and northern parts of it, realized in practice, 

and ,rhat will the situation be in this respect after the a&ninish•p.th·e separation 

of the Carneroons from Nigeria? 

Sir Andre~, COHEN (United Kingdom): The answer is very simple. It is 

not realized, nor has it _ever been realized. The two areas of the Trust Territory 

have always been administered separately, as the Council is well aware. This 

situation in that respect will remain after the intl,;pendence of Nigeria. 

Mr. OBEREHKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

Russian): In regard to this last comment, of course, we will make a general 

statement in the course of the general debate. At this stage we should like 

to clarify this Question because the Trusteeship Council has adopted 

recon:mendations on numerous occasions the purpose of which was to unite and to 

create some sort of unity between the northern and southern regions. _If now the 

representative of the Administering Authority refers to the fact that that is . the 

way it alwnys ,-ms, that doe_s not at all mean that that was right. .Again I say 

that in regard to this we shall make our comments in due course during the general 

debate. 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): If my friend will pardon me, I should 

l.ilce to comment on that. I should be very grateful if he .would draw my attention 

by number to any resolutions of' the Trusteeship Counc~l designed to secure the 

unification of the · administration of the Northern and Southern Ce.c~c1·oons. 
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(Sir Andrew Cohen, United Kingdom) 

I myself do not recollect such reccmmendatiC?ns, and I wonder whether he is in a 

position to narae any · such recoru.rnericlation. 

Mr. OBEREHKO (Union of ·soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

Russian): I am always ready· to assist the representative of the Administering 

Authority to refresh his memory. If he wishes, we shall in a lit.tle while 

present . a seri~s· ~'f . paragraphs from the reports· of ·-the Visiting Mission and 
. . 

from recommendations of the Council, and I would request that the representative 

of the Administering Authority quote accurately uhat we say. W~ have stated 

that the Trusteeship Council and many delegations in the Trusteeship Council 

and' the Visiting Mission itself have spoken of the necessity to create some sort 

of internal unity. I did not spealc of the unification of the ndr:iinistro:cion. 

I was spealdng of the internal unity of the Territory. 'Ihat is why I would request 

_that he quote ·what I se.id accurately. If ·any · ccnc1·ete reccror:iendations ·and opinions 

are necessary, I am quite prepared to refer to specific places and specific 

documents. Apparently the representative of the United Kingdom h:i.nrnelf will 

rcmenber what these passa-1;~es are. 

In any event, our question is as follows. Now we are coming to the balance

sheet, • as it were·, of the ad.111inistration of the United Kingdom in· this Trust 

Territory. · As a result of a.l.l the actions of the Administering Authority, 

has any sort of unity been achieved in the Territory? We know that the Administering 
. . 

Authority divided the Trust Territory into two regions a long time ago. It is 

divided geographicaily into two regions. But we should like to lmow whether, 

as a result of oii·the activities of the Administering Authority over a ~ong_period 

of years, ' any degree of uni t;r has been achieved in the Territory. Of course, 

if it canri.ot be done, it' can~ot be done. 'I'hat is something else again. 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): In other words, when did you stop 

beating your wife? I lmow that kind of question, but I :4111 do my _best,. _ In the 

first place, there. was a slfght mistin~erstanding, I think, throurJ.1 a dif~erence _ 

in translation. The previous remark by my friend came over as a reference to _ 

reccrr,mend.ations of the Trusteeship Council. But I now o.pp1·eciate that what he said 

was not 11 recorr.mendations of the Trusteeship Council11 but II statements by delegations 

in the Trusteeship Council". 
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I am perfectly aware that certain delegations in the Trusteeship Council 

have on some occasions said that we ought to unite the Trust Territory, a view 

with which the Administering Authority entirely disagrees. If the representative 

of the Soviet Union will look back at speeches of mine in earlier years he will 

find full explanations of why we t~e tho.t view .. I do not expect him to agree with 

them, but at any rate he will find them there. I do not think that there are 

any recommendations of the Trusteeship Council for the unification ·of the 

system of adruinistration in the Trust Territory. It is possible there may be 

some statements of Visiting Missions, but if so I am not aware of them, and I 

shall be very interested to see anything other than individual expressions by 

individual delegations. I am perfectly aware that the delegation of the Soviet 

Union and certain other deiegations have expressed tbis view and I do not want 

to put the representative to the trouble of drawing my attention to that, but 

if he can find any recorrmendations of the Trusteeship Council or even of 

Visiting Hissions r ·shall be interested to see them. I do not expect that there 

will be any but I will be interested to see them. 
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(Sir Andrew Cohen, United Kingdom) 

I believe I must say a little more, because the representative of' the 

Soviet Union asked me what is our balance sheet, what have we achieved on the 

basis of unification. Well, we seem to be talking at cross purposes. He tells 

Of us that we divided. the Territory. We never .did.anything of the sort. 

course, the Territory was never united at any stage in history and any suggestion 

that it ever was united is entirely contrary to all the facts of history. It so 

happens that after the First World War these two areas, the North and . South, which 

are contiguous at one .narrow point, were placed under Mandate of the League of . ' ' •• ' 

Nations, which ,ms entrusted to the United Kingdom Government. From the start 
•·· - ' , ·, ,, . 

we took the view, I beli~ve perfectly rightly, ~hnt the proper way of 

administe:i;-.ing these was to administer one in connexion with lforthern Nigeria and 

the other with what was then Southern Nigeria. At a much later s~age., it was 

separated off as the Southern Cameroons. I do not believe it would have .been 

conducive to the welfare, advancement. or progress towards independence of the 

people to unite these two strips of territory nor. do I believe that one would 

find many people in the Territory who would be interested in this. 

Therefore, it may ~Je sai d quite frankly that in our ba la~1ce sl1e•0t ,78 will not 

f'ind th::.t -we nave tnken measures :for the unification of' the system of' o.dninistra.ticn, 

because we never attempted to do this. We always made it perfectly clear to 

the Mandates Commission and the Trusteeship Council that we did not intend to do 

this. This view was in :fact accepted by the Trusteeship Council, not necessarily 

by all members but it was certainly accepted. by the Trustcesbj_p Co·'-mcil. This 

perhaps puts a rather more accurate complexion on the question. 

Russian): 

Hr. OBERE:UKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

I would merely wish to mention that it might perhaps be better to 

come to final conclusions if we arc abl2 to :cecall what. bas ha?}'.iened 

in the past. we have always had the impression that there was a sinele Trust 

Territory of the Cameroons under United Kingdom administration. There was a 

single Territory., there was one Trusteeship Agreement and in that single 

Trusteeship Agreement for that Territory this Trust Territory was mentioned. 

The Trusteeship Council was always interested in the situation in the Trust 
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We did not consider separately the situation in the northern part 

at 0 ne scrrnfon of' the Council and the Situation in the southern part of the 

CclD.leroo:is at another session. '11be:cefore, we ·were interested whether, as a 

result of tl1is administration over many years by the United Kingdom, any unity 

or unification has been achieved between these two regions. The Visiting Mission 

has alwa:)'s stressed the fact that the northern region was distinct from the 

southern region and that it has been lagging bel-iind in many respects. Statements 

bG.ve been made in the Trusteeship Council and recommendations made by members to· 

the effect that it was necessary to adopt measures to estnblish some type of 

consolidation and to create a..'1 internal unity within the Trust Territory. 

However, that, of course, is a matter of opinion. If we are told that the 

Trust Territory has never been divided because it had never been united in the 

first place, then of course it is re.ther difficult to· argue against such 

statements. iTe, at least, have al,rays based ourselves upon the prer.:ise that 

there ,ms a single Tr""J.st Territory, namely, the Cnmeroons under United Kingdom 

administration. 

My final question relates to the following matter. Document T/CCM.4/L.49 

contains a communication from the leader of the opposition, Southern Caneroons 

House of Assembly,in which reference is made to the Philipson's report on the 

financial and economic implications of secession from the Fed2ration of l;igeria. 

He would be r:cr;t grateful if the Special Representative could :provide some 

additional information in explanation of this report. 

Nr. FlliLD (Special Representative): When the present party in power 

in the Southern Ca:neroons crune into power, what it wanted at the time was 

separation from Higerio. and a period of continued trusteeship. It requested 

some type o:f investigation into the financial, economic and a&ninistrative 

consequences of such separation. Sir Sidney Philipson undertook this 

investiGation and submitted a report. The investigation was based on the basic 

assumption on which the ministers had asked him to proceed, namely, that 

separation would take place and that there would be a period of continued 

trusteeship. Sir Sidney Philipson worked on the assumption, since he had to 



BES/ck T/PV.1088 
13-15 

(Mr. Field, Specj_al Representative) 

select sorr.e period, that t1·usteeship would continue for five years. The report 

went ir.:.to questions of hew se1>aration .coulc. take pl,ace and how the various services 

i!., t~'.ie Sou~he:rn Cm!leroo,1s could ·oe carried on. Needless to say, a great deal of 

s::.r S:.c:1cy Philipson 's report, although valuable in dra~1ing attention to the 

pr·obl~ms of se1,arating the Southern Carneroons from the Federation of Ni13eria, lost 

a considerab;Le amount of its point when the Gene1·al Assemb l;y decided that the 

future of the 'i'erritory should be settled at the forthcoming :plebis-cite. The 

period of continued trusteeship which S:!.r Sidney Philipson had been asl;:ed to 

assume, of course, no longer arose, and the report was therefore no longer to that 

extent applicable to the circumstances as they turned out. 

It was a survey of the problems against that coritext. He went into the 

various departments and activities of government. He suggested that in a number · 

of cases it would be of advantage to the Southern Cameroons if they separated 

instead of setting up separate services, to enter into a contractual busis with 

the existing Federal Goverm:nent to have them .carry it on, and to some extent that 

by modification is what is at the present moment proposed. The report is fairly 

long and deals with financial aspects, but again on a basis which is not arising . 

I do not thinl-: there would be much point in going into further cletail about the 

report. If there is any particular point on which the representative of the 

Soviet Union would lil~e further clarification, I would be very happy to :provide 

it, if I run in a position to do so. 
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Hr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

Russian): The answer to my last quest:Lon we consider to be completely satisfacto:cy. 

Tr1is was simply an over-opti~istic estimate of a five-yeai· extension of 

T::.:usteeship, and on the basis of that calculation this repo:ct was prepared. 

I should like to thank Mallam Akilu and M1·. Field for the answers which 

they hnve given to 011r questions. As for the exchonge of views with the 

representative of the Administering Authority, that, of course, was more in the 

nature of an exchange of opinions rathe1· than provision of any supplementary 

factual information. 

Sir Andrew COHEH (United Kingdom): I have just one further comi11ent. 

The representative of the Soviet Union has referred ·to the fact that there is one 

Trust Territory and one Trusteeship Agreement. That, of course, is . obviou~, and 

we, like everybody else, fully recognize that, as far as this T1·ust Territory 

as an inte:i:national entity is c01cerned, there is a single Territory and a single 

Agreement. But it has always been our view that there •is nothing in this 

Agreement which in any way militates against administeri11g and developing two 

parts of the Ter:ci to::cy separately; in fact, the terms, for example, of article 6 
of the Acreement require us to have regard to the circumstances of the people, 

among other things, and that is what we have dcne. He, of course, maintain 

that by so doing we have enabled these parts of the Territory to approach the _ 

final stages of independence, which would not have been easy to do, even if it 

had been possible, by any other means. 

The PRESIDENT: I:i' no other representative wishes to put questions in 

the political field, and before proceeding to questions in the economic and 

social fields,· I think we should consider the request for an oral hearing 

contained in document T/1531. • The subject matter of this request concerns the . 

Trust Territory of the Cameroons· under United Kingdcm Administration. 

I give the floor to the rep~~esentative of the Administering Authority for 

any observations he may care to make. 
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Sir And1·et1 CCHEN (U..1i ted KinGdcm): T11e only observations I have are 

as follovs. This request, as I read it, is based on -t.he vie·.r that one of the 

questions to be put in the plebiscite in the Northern Carneroons shou.ld be changed, 

T."lesc questions were fixed by the General AssembJ.y, at its last session, under 

the resolution which has been referred to a number of times here in our • 

discussion, and it seems to me that the attention of the petitioners ought to be 

drmm, on behalf of the Council, to the fact that these questions have been 

settled by the General Assembly and that the Council has no power to alter these 

questions. They ought 't ·o realise this. 

H1·. KOSCZIUSKO-i,lGRIZET (France)( :intc;;·p:cet:::.tion Zrcm F:rench): ~!Hh 

respect to the opinion of the 1~ep1·esentative of the Ur;.ited Kingdom, I feel that 

if a further exarn.ination is -~o be idde of the. questions in the plebiscite , i t T.rould. 

be Uf) to the General Asser1bly which le.id down the teri::s of those questio~s; it uc-1.l.2.. 
. . . 

net be up to the T:nistceship Council to clo. iii.is . 

' Nr . JRI\ (India): It is quite right} as ·has been pointed cut , that the 

Assembly has fixed two questions, and that is embodied in ·che resolut,iol·1 of the 

General Assemb1;i. But it · seems to us that at this stage discussion as to whethe:..· 

a third. question shbuld' be added 61~ whether- it is constituGional to consider a 

third question is rather premature . Ue have a petition before us. It has been 

the practice of this Council not to refuse to hear petitioners. Constitutionally 

speaking, if we should be satisfied; after ·hearing the petitioner and after 
. . 

-considering the matter further, that we shouldmake a further reccmmendationto 

the General Assembly, there iJ 'nothing to bar us from doing so. The General 

Assembly can alter or modify its mm resolution. I am not advocating that that be 

done; I mi: speaking oniy of ·the constitutional. aspect. Therefore, · it does not 

seem to me des1rable that we ·should prevent the petitioners frcm being heard and. 

• refuse\ their request just because they want, not that a =thi::.·cl question be added, 

but that the second question be reworded in a _particular manner. I do not express 

any opinion on the validity of that contention or that proposal, but ou:r:ely we 
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should not refuse, in accordance with the traditions of our Council, an oral 

hearing to a petitioner. It would certainly not add much to the burden of the 

Council. The petition itself seems to be rather brief, and we should give the · · 

petitioners an opportunity to be heard. 

Sir Andrew COHETJ (United Kingdom): I did not express any opinion, in 

point of fact, as to whether the petitioners should be heard or not, and we 

certainly do not wish to oppose a hearing. All I am suggesting is that in any· 

cor!:munication which is sent, if the Council decides to grant a hearing, the point 

about the position of the Council ought to be made. That is my only suggestion. 

J.1r. ~IFAI (United Arab Republic): I should like to associate my 

delesation with the remarks just made by the representative of India with regard 

to the petition before us. I think that it could be □ade clear to the 

petitioners that, as f'ar as the Trusteeship Council isconcerned, the Council 

will not be in a position to alter the questions that are going to be :put in the 

forthcoming plebiscite. However, this should not in any way be construed as 

debarring the petitioners from appearing before us here if they wish to come 

and express their views or give us the reasons why the questions should be 

altered or modified in one way or another. 

Also, I think certainly we must take into consideration that the petitioners 

may represent or.e section of the population, and that we have to take other 

views into account when we come to recommend any modification in this connexion. 

However, I should like to point out that it is certainly our duty to tell 

the petitioners that we are ready to listen to their petition, if they think 

they have inything to add to what is already contained in the petition before 

this Council today. However, if they are going to come and make that long 

journey only to state what is already stated in this petition, I think it would 

probably not serve a useful purpose, especially in view of the fact that this 

Council can make a recommendation to the General Assembly but cannot alter the 

decision of the General Assembly at this stage. 
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Mr. OBIRE11iKO (Union of 6ovietSocialist Republics) (interpretation frcm 

Russian): Lite the represe11tative of the . United Arab Republic, . I too wish to 

associate myself with and suppo:ct · the statement made by the representative of 

India. \:e consider that the Trusteeship Council, in adopting a decision at 
the present .time, should in no sense at all. create t he impression that the 

Trusteeship Council is declining ·the request ol' the petitioners for an oral 

hear ing. · '.I'hnt is vhy it seemed. to us that the request of the petitioners should 

be granted, th.at. they should be heard if they wish to be heard. Appurcntly, 

however,, it wculcl be .useful . t o inform the petitioners of the procedural situation 

in which the Council fir..cls itself, namely, that the Cot.tncil does not have the 

right to change or reject decisions of the General Assembly, so ti1at the 

petitioners may not have any illusions of any kind on that sc ore. 

But once again I wish to repeat that it seems to us we should adopt such 

a decisioa as would make H, quite clear. to the petitioners that the Trusteeshi.p 

Council is ·trilling to hea1·. them if they w~sh to be heard. 
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Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): It seems to me that probably what 

the r epresentative of the Scviet Union has just said can be adopted :without a 

di vision and without any further debate. I do not think that thex·e is going to 

be any diff'el'ence of opinion on this. 

Mr. JHA (India)': I am sorry to intervene again, Mr. President, but • 

before you ask us to consicler this, · I should · like to lmow whr,t precisely the 

proposal is. It should be formulated. Perhaps the representative of the 

Soviet Unio11 would formulate it, or the representative of the Uiiited Kingdc.,n 

would do so on his behalf. 

Mr. HOOD (Australia): I should iil~e to ask whether it is kno~m if the 

petitioners are here at Headquarters, or if they are in the Trust Territory. ·This 

might make som~ difference. 

The PRESIDEl~: It is my understanding that the lettei· was forwardeii • 
. . . . . 

from Mubi in the Northern Cameroons. Is the representative of the .Soviet Union · 

prepared to make a definite proposal to the Council? 

Mr. OBERH!KO (Unio; of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

Russian): I began my statement by saying that I supported the comnent of the 

representative of India and I do not wish to take priority over him in any sense. 

I thii1k it wo1.1ld be better for me not to attempt ·to formulate better than he ··would 

the thoughts that the representative of India expressed and which I supported. 

Hm-rever, on the be.sis of what has been said by the representative of India, ·the · 

representative of the United Arab Republic, as 1;1ell as by other represe·ntatives, 

including the representative of the United Kingdom, perhaps it might be well to · 

prepare a single text for the Secretariat which · could be read out by the • 

President. There are no differences .of views; as I understand it. 

The PRESIDE1':T: I should like to inform the Council that the text will • 

be prepared by the Secretariat tomorrow and members ·will have an O.P:Fortuni ty of 
. '. 

studying it, after -which we should be able to take ·a decision on the matter. 

Is that satiGfactory to the CouncilY 
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(The President) 

'vle can no,, resume the questioning of the ·special Representatives · in the 

economic fie).d_; or, perhaps, if there is no obJection, we could take up the 

remaining fields together, Does any representative wish to put questions in 

the economic field? 

F:-om _the silence, I conclude tha_t_ representatives are not prepared to ask 

questions in the e.conomic field. Would representatives be prep3.-red • to • ask 

questions in . the economic and other .fields torr.o:rrow? 9therwise, we shall have 

to begin our debate o.n the Cameroons under United Kingdom administration. Are 

there any collllll.ents? 

. ~~ (Uni_ted .Arab Republic): . I . shou.ld _ like to have some 

clarification. If no 

social or educational 

the general debate, or 

representative is prepa.red to ask questions in · tbe · economic, 
'. , ' • . I ' ~ • , • 

fields, does it mean that we must proceed immediately to 

shall lle go according to schedule and wait until 1,1onda.y, 

23 May? Shall we he.ve the next two days for preparation, Mr. President, or do yo~ 

wish us, to pr?.c.eed to the genepal de'uate immediately? 

The PRESIDENT: It is for the Council to decide. If representatives are 

prepared toask que~t~ons, the Council can listen to what they have to say. 

Mr. JJiA _(India): _· I do not intervene for the purpose of asking any 

questions •. I should like to make . it clear that the fact that my del_egation does 

not prppose to enter into any question about economic and social matters 

does not r,iean that we are not interested, b_ut because tile independence ·of 

the ';r:'err:j.,:tory is so :near, we really cannot, by our endeavo~rs here, expedite 

certain !lspects of _the, ecqnomic life and educational con6.itions in the Territory. 

But it does not -~eun that we are not interested. I wished to :mo.ke that clear. 

I wish also to support tl1.e . re_presentativ? of the United Ara-o Repub~ic. This 

is an impo1-tant Territory wbose conditions we are examining, a.nd we have 

before us the. '."ery impo1~tant Aoctilllents that have been submitted by the 

Admini13t~ring A1,1:thority. The questioning :period has. bee.n very useful, very 

instructive and, _ if I n:iay say so, very analytical. The answer.s also have been 

very full, and I think that we should go through all these before _entering into 

the general debate. 
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Sir Andrew COHEN (Unit-=d Kingdom): The representative of the 

United Arab Republic will no doubt e.xpect me to say that we must rush on vith 

our work, but I am glad to be able to inform him that I am going to support his 

suggestion. I think also that wl1at the representative of India has just said 

is quite correct. If in fact it is the case th~t the questioning period is over 

and I do not want to make any observations about that it seems to me that it 

would be useful to representatives to wait until Monday, 23 May, a::id start the 

de'bate on Monday morning, if that is your intention, Mr. President. r: 1-',.now that 

we are looking forward to hearing the statement by the representative of Australia 

tomorrow afternoon on Niw Gu'inea, and :perhaps there will be one or two bther 

small matters of business. There are certain Committees which have to get down 

to work, and I think that this will be convenient to all concerned. Therefoi·e, 

I would support the suggestion of the representative of the United Arab Republic. 

Mr. OBEREJvlJ(O (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

Russian): It seems that we shall ha,te -only one meeting to:r.:1ori·ow, at whici1 time 

the representative of Australia will r::a};.e his closing statement on New Guinea. 

I would mc•.ke the following svggestion. Perhaps, after hearing this statement., 

representatives might have questions to ask in the economic, social or educational 

fields. If not, we might proceed to tal,;:e up some less difficult matters. At any 

rate, our impression is that members of the Council will be given an opportunity 

tomorrow of asking questions in the economic, social and educational fields in 

relation to the Trust Territory of the Cameroons. 
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Do any members of the Council wish to :put 

questions to tl1e Special Represe~tatives in the social and educational fields? 

If there are no questions, we will meet tomorrow afternoon at 2.30 p.m., 
'· 

at w:1ich tin:e t hose delegations who wish to put questions to the Administering ' 

J\.uthority will have the opportunity of doing so. Perhaps they could do so after 

hearing the closing statement of the Adnlinistering l~uthority of New Guinea. I do 

not know whether it will be possible for the mem-□ers of the Council to make any 

general statements on the Can:eroons, but I would like to know whether they could 

do so tomorrow. IJ.'hey could indicate that now or tomorrow, because there wiil be 

time after the closing statement for the members of tl1e Council to make statements 

on the Cameroons. 

· Since no otber representative wis~1es to put questions or make observations 

at this time, the meeting is adjourned until tomorrow at 2.30 p.m. 

The meeting rose at 4 p.m. 




