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ATTAINMENT OF SELF-GOVE."RNMENT OR INDEPEilDEI7CE BY THE TRUS'f Tli::HIUTOIUES 

(TRUS'l'EESHIP COUlICIL RESOLUTION 1369 (XVII) AND GEi.'lERi\L i\SS.f.1,J:lLY RESOLuT:;:oN 

1L:-l3 (XIV)) AND A.I'PLICAT:oa TO 'I'i:iUST TiRRri'OHIES O:? THE DBCIARATION mr THE 

Gi.°'Ai'l'l'ING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONI.i\L COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES ( GEN:E:RAL ASSEi.-IBLY 

RES0Lu"TI0N 1514 (xv)) 

1-ir. OBEREivil::O (Union of So·riet SocialiGt Republics)(ia;;,cr::,ret:::tion f:com 

Russian): Hr.President, we are s1·ateful to you for ho..ving given us the 

oppo1·tu,1i ty to make a stntement coi.1ce:.:nin13 the question of the att2.inr:1ent of 

self-government or indi:::pe:1dence by the T:::·ust Te:critorie:s a.nd the npplication to 

Trust Territories of the Declo.ratiou on the g:tanting of i1~cle1)endence to 

colonial countries and peo:t1les. 

Before rending 1:iy statement, I would ::.il:e to note that in tliis staten:ent 

,,:e have surrmeu Uy t:1e position whic!1 ,ms t[:ken by tLe Soviet del e0c.1tion at the 

le.st session of the Trust2E:ship Council. lie b.2.ve 2.lso slll;·,n}ccl. up the opinions 

which were voiced by the Soviet rlelcc;ation on pYevious occasions. That is why 

,,e ,iould ask, Mr. President., thnt the text of this statement s-...1r.1"!:arizir.c; our 

poi c!t of view a:ppea:c i n extens o in the records a:1cl in the report -- I believe 

it would be in chapter V -- as a statement of ti1e position und. the opinions 

o:.· the Soviet Union. 
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On 14 December 1960 the General Assembly, after a careful examination 

of the question put on.the agenda by·the Soviet Union -- nanely, the 

liquidation of colonialism..,_. ad.opted by a.nove:rwbelming majority a. declaration 

on the granting of independence to colonial countries and peo:;;,le. Thus, all 

States th1·oughout the world, with the exception of the colonial Powers, among 

which were the United States, t!le Uni·ted Kingc.om, France~ Belgium, Spain, 

Portugal, Union of South Africa, and Australia, spoke i.n favour of the immediate 

liquidation of the e:harceful oystem of colonialism. In this declaration the 

General Assembly was a,:are of the desire of all pe:oples for independence and 

solemnly declared the need to put an iIL~ediate end to .colonialism in all its 

shapes and forms. The Gene~al AsGembly declared: 

"Immediate steps shall be to.ken, in Trust and Non-Self-Gov-erning 

Territories or all other territories which b:i.v.e not yet attsined 

independence, to transfer all powers to the peoples of those te1·ritories, 

without any conditions or reservations, in accordance 17ith their freely 

expressed will and desire, without any distinction as to race, creed or colour: 

in order to enabl!=? them to enjoy corJplete independence and freedom." 

(General A8sernbly resolution 1514 (xv). · paragranh 5) 

Hcvir.g adopted t;:1is resolution, the General Assembly deter:nir;ed the 

course to l:)e :followed by the Trusteeship Council itben these matters were 

considereda It is obvious tbat the General Assembly declaration is completely 

applicable to all such territories. With this shameful system of colonialisn 

the trusteeship system must disappear as well, since it bas not fulfilled all 

the hopes which were placed in it .. 

In the stater=ient of the Chairman of the Council of Mi:iisters of the 

Soviet Union, Mr. Khrushchev, concerning the declaration of the United Nations 

regarding the granting of independence to colonial cou:.1tries ar..d peoples, the 

following was stated: 

"At the present time the essentiul thing · _is to see to it tbat the 

wishes of the people as expressed in the United Nations resolution on 

the granting of indcpende:1ce to colonial countries and peoples become a 

reality, so that the conditions laid down in that declaration will not 

remain a dead letter but will be brought into force." 



.AC/cw T/Pv~·1167 
4-5 

(Mr. Oberemko, USSR) -· - ·--·--

Various tricks and evasive measures are holding up the . implementation of 

this .General Assembly resolution. Thus, by the deci.sion of the United :Nations, 

it is a question of putting an immediate end to colonb.lism and taldng the 

necessary measures immediately, not delaying by various pretexts. The 

liquidation of the colonial system in any country must not be delayed and it 

must not be left a dead letter while the colonial system continues to be 

maintained. We cannot allow the colonial Powers to reserve their control. 

Concerning this great force for libe:::ation during the past few years, we 

have seennu.'"ilerous countries escape from colonial . slavery, especially certain 

Tru:::;t Territories. However, we must note that the colonial Powers arc doing 

everything .possible and using ever-J manoeuvre possible to put ?, brake on the 

inevitable p~ocess of liberation of colonial peoples. They have made every 

effort :possible to put obstacles in the way of implementation of the General 

Assembly resolution. In those cases where the colonial Powers :for one reason 

or another arc obliged to grant political independence to Trust Territories, 

they at'tempt by every means possible., by way of new forms, to keep tbe control 

which they formerly bad over these territories and to impose upon them vnr::.au3 

conditions before independence which restrict their sovereignty:. 

In the opinion of the Soviet delegation it is necessary to tal:e 

effective measures to the end that all Trust Territories will be c;ranted 

independence immediately -- an independence which will be authentic and not 

fictitious. The General Assembly declaration envisages a. true liberation 

of all colonial peoples, and we m,1st speak out against the Belgian action 

when attempts are made to set .up a puppet government in Ruanda-Urundi. In the 

debate on Ruanda-Urun.di in the Trusteeship Counci:\. it appeared tba.t the 

Belgian Government was attempting to sabotage the decision of the General 

Assembly adopted at its fifteenth session concerning Ruanda-Urundio . The · 

administering Power bas not implemented the recommendations of the United 

Nations that there be created immediately a provisional government based upon 

a broad foundation which would then be followed by the establishment of a 

government based upon elections. 
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Hi th regc.rd to the g9nero.l _ u~1esty :_md }he o.brogc..tion of the Lo.w of 
. ' •• . • - ~ ' . ·' •• ~ • • , . . ' . . ... ' •, . .·' ' .. : . 

25 Decen:bcr 1960, these· hcwc: not been implemented. According to tho.t lc.w, 
'. : 

o.n cxtro.o:cdinc.ry dict.1torio.l o.nd polic? ~ystGm wo.s esto.blished, . o.nd the Council 

ho.s become mmr.3 tho.t, o.s in the pa.st, the J?-dministering Au:thority is o.ttempting 
.,. 

to impose upon the indigenous populo.tion a. puppet o.drninistro.tion. The 

delego.tion of the Soviet . Union pointed out tho.t. the 1-\.dmini~terii;:g A'..lthori ty 

co.rricd a. hcc1vy responsibility if it continued to sc.bot,1ge the o.pplicc,tion 
.. 

of the GenerG.l Assembly resolution concerning Ruo.ndo.-Urundi. At this 
·. : . . : • . 

twenty-seventh s~ssion of the Council the delegc.tion of the Soviet Union o.lso 

spoke out c gc,inst the efforts of the Govcrnr.ient of New Zee.land to restrict 

the sovereignty of the future Stc.tc of Western Semon end to keep in its h:::,nds 

the princ:I.pc..l economic resources, especic.:lly the Bc..nk of Western Sc.moo., us 

well o.s to impose upon Sc.mo:1 whc.t they <?o.lled o. friends1.1ip trec,ty wh::..ch would 

meo.n control :frou o.broc.d of Sc.moo. u.p.dcr o. new form. 

The gro.nting of inde:pend.ence to TD.ngc.n;"/~k?- . in October 1961 involves the 

ro.pid liquidc:.tion of the Trusteeship System in_ tho..t Territory. IIowover, 

it would be mistc,1:cn to congrc.tulo.te 9urselvcs by believing th:J.t the results 

which we wish fo1~ will be c.,;:hievcd ro.pidly. 'I'hcre m'Jst still be o. bitter 
' • '· _; 

struggle in the c.rec. of the Pc.cific Islcmds olso if tlmt T~rri tory is to be 

liberated fror:1 the colonio.l yoke. We must struggle for the o.bsolutc 

indepe:..1de:1ce of these Trust Territories without cny conditions, roservc,tio:1s 

or restrictions upon their sove:ceisnty. 

The Gencro.l Assembly has c.c"i.opt.ed specific decisions providi::ig for the 

gro.nting of inderendence in the ncc.,r future to • the Trust Te::rri tory of To.ng:J.nyiko.., 

the Cetmeroo~1s u:1c1er u~1it12d :i·C:i.ngd.cm c.dministrc..tion, Western Sc.mo2.. end Ru2-ndc.-Urund.i. 

As for the other Trust Te1·ri torics, the Generc,l Assembly hCLs invited the 

Administe rin[; i\utho:i:i ties t_o fix: d~:.tes for their ind2:9endence o 

At this session ;f the Trusteeship ·cou.11cil the , Sovi8t dclego.tion ho.s 

noted thu.t the . Administering Authorities continue to fuil to ir:ipl?mc~1t the 
• . - ' .. . . . 

resolution of the_ Ass e_mbly, w;i.th rego.rd to their Tn:st Terr~torics c.nd h:.we not 
• • 1,. • ' • 

esto.blishe:d o. do.te for th2ir ind.eucndcnce. The Terri torics of New Guinea,, 
. ; . . • .. . . .""'"' ~ . . . ' ' : ' ' . . 

No.uru o.nd. the Pc..cific ;J:sl::-..nds o.::ce no exception. The provisions of_ the 
' • • • • ( ;' '~ :.,.'~'. .:" : ·.'."; ;;- : . ! ~ ·: ·, ' 1 • 

declo.rc.tion of the Assembly concerning the granting of independence to 

colonio.l cotmtrics o.nd 
0

p~opl~~ ' o.re· 
0

fa:ppiico.bie. :t~ 'thes~- T;;ri tori~~~ which must 
;•• R ,.: :, ·; , , : : • t ,'. : , O .: • ( , , , • • • , • O •• O , ' • • ' •• • ' • O O 
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be given their independence immeclic.tely. Exc.mino.tion of conditions in these 

Terri tm:ies o.t the twenty-seventh· session of the Council hc.s shown tho.t 

the Adininiste:dng Authorities ho.ve not to.ken the necesso.ry meo.sures to c.pply 

the provisions of the declcro.tion of the Generc.l Assembly, but continue 

to pursue their colonicl policies, policies which o.re in contra.diction to the 

Cho.rter of the United No.tions o.nd to the declc.rc-,tion of tlie Assembly. They 

h:we tc.l,;:en no rnco.s ures to tra.nsmi t o.11 powers to the peop].e of New Guinen, 

No.uru and the Pc.cific Islo.uc.1s without o.ny restrictions for the pu:cpose of 

giving them un opportunity to enjoy totul independence o.nd freedom, o.lthough 

in its decl:.::,r;J.tion the Gener2.l :,ssembly demc.nded tho.t such meo.surcs should be 

tc.kcn immedic.:tcly. 

ConcernL1g the Trust Territory of the P~'.cific Isl::mds o.dministered by 

the Uni tcd Stc.k:s, we see tho.t nci ther in the report of the Visiting Mission 

of 196:i,. nor in the report submitted by the Administering Authority does there 

c.ppcc.r ::.:.ny indicc.tion tho.t the Administering Authority lms to.ken c.ny me:c,surcs 

to i:n:plcrn.cnt the provisions of the declo.rc.tion of the Generc.l Asseml)ly. 

On the contrc:,ry, the dD.to. show thc.t the policy of the Administering i,ut:1ori ty 

h::1s • not chc.ngec1, the.it it is not c.cting in confonnity either ·with the Chm·tel' o::.:­

with the declo.rntion of the 1\ssembly on the grc.nting of independence. The 

rcprcsent:::.tive of the 1\dministering Authority in the Trusteeship Council 

uvoids by every possible mcc.ns mentioning independence. He sc.ys th::.t this is 

c.n objective of the 1.d.ministering A..,_~ti.10rity but gives no indicc.tion thcit o.ny 

dc.tc for the Trust Territory's inclcpcndcnce h:::.s been set. In effee!t, the 

United Stc.tcs rac,kes sure th:::.t the people of the Trust Territory will not 

achieve complete independence c.nd. ,:ill not become c.n independent Stc:.tc. The 

Administering Authority mc.l~es evc~y effort, under the pretext of self'-detenninc.tion 

for the Territory c.nd of detc:CT.1i:1ing the c.spirc.tions of the people, to the 

end tho.t the Territory will rc:.tl,cr "'ue c:ssocia.ted directly with the metropoli tc.n 

country or with Gu2m. The United Stc.tes ho.s t o.ken no mea sures to trc.nsfer 

powe:!.'S to the people of this Trust Territory. The Administering Authority 

believes thc.,t the Territory of the Po.cific Islo.nds is only 2. strc.tcgic 

militGry bcsc for the United Sto.tes; it is not concerned with the politico.l, 

economic ond culturG.l progress of the Territory. ·up to the present time 

o.11 the powers o.re in the hands of the United Stc.tes Administro.tion. In the 
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Trust ;Territory there a.re no ccntrcll legislc.tive _ _ci1; excct1tivc orgc.ns representing 

the indigc_nous populu.tion. The Inter-District Adv,isory Council ho.s no power; 

it is simpl::,.· c.n udvisor:r _bo( ? ~·,' The Soviet dcle~otion believes that the provisio~ 

of the dcclo.r:J.tion of the Gene;i.·c.:l Assembly on the g1·0.nting of independence . . -~. . . ' . . . . 
to colonic:.l coun~ries .. o.pd pepp2.c::;, must be fully implemented o.nd ctpplied to 

the l'~cii'.ic Islo.nds Trust Tcn·?,tory in spite of tl:le strc.tegic no.turc of this 

o.rco. • . .. _The ,Ad:',1in;lstering Autl}?ri.ty must elc.boro.te u plo.n for immedic,te steps 

trc.nsferi:ing o.11 _ powqrs to repi·escnto.tive orgo.ns of the indigenous people of the 

Pc.cific Islo.nds.- It rnust . c,lso estc.blish o. precise do.te for the immedic..te 

grcmting . of indcpendcnc~. _to: .ttl:-t Trust Territory • 

• . I .~omc now to NCI.uru. The . infornp.tion cwo.ilo.blc to the Council shows 

tho.t ,Austro.lio., Hew ZE:::c.lc.r.d ond. thC? United J(ingdom, wb,ich constitute the . . ~ . . . . . . ; . ·- ; .. . 
Admin;!:stering ·Authority, ,o,r9 .no~ _irn:ple_merrt;ing ~q1. t~~ of the declo.ro..tion on 

the gro.nting. of independenGq. . to Nc;uru... Tb,e ,Pol.icy c.nd the L,ction of the 
• • • '• "• • ' , I i •• ., .•. •- ., . ·., ·, • ,. ,_. : .. . • • ·• · ~ ; , . .; ,-: : ;,• , : • • • • , • • .. , • • ~; 

Adm;t.nistering Authority ,o.re .in, corit,rc.diction. to who.t wo.s _set forth in this 
.• , • • . • - ' • .• l "... • .. , , • , ·"· . ... . .- -·- - :·· ·~-; -___ : -~ . . : .. ·- . .' .. .:.·;. ' '. .:•.~ ., .... : · . .:, -,' .•. ·: • 

document of the Generc.l Assembly c.nd ::re _controry t,o the rec.l interests of the . ,,, . .. " ,, , • ,' ' . . . ·, • . • .. ; .. ,, . ' .· . ; .. _: . : . ..... :' . ' . : : . . . , · 

populu.tion of Ncmru. Th~ Ad.-rninis;tering Authority . +efu:?es _ to o.pply this . . . . • .. ' -.. . .. . ' . ..:. . . .- ; , .: .: .. . ~ .. ' . . . ' . ·.· . 
declo.rc.tion to Nc.µru, . but innoees . on _the-. irtdigcnous ., p9pul~:tion of Nc.uru c. 

... . .... .... •• •-- f - •• : ' .. ·-.: ••••. • .• , ·' . - , ; .·,:. ,~ . :_ .: : J : •. ,' ... : . '·., ' , · - : ;_ ,,· 

plan for the tro.nsfer of thCc!' inh2.bit~nts to /.l.ustro.li2.. . Tl1is_ plc.n is :felt by 

the indigenous inhc.bito.nts of .No.uru to be contro.ry to their nc.tiono.l interests, 

o.s .wo.s. clec.rly pointed out in the Trusteeship Counc_il by one of the members 

of the LocQl Gov~rnment Cou~cil of Nc.uru. 

;:.The· Administering Authority hc.f:> tc.1':en no race.sure wh.c.tcver to tro.nsfer 

power to -the rcprE;sentc.ti ve bodies of thc Nc.uru::m populc,tion. All powers 

o..re in the hc~nds of the .Australio.n Adrninistrc.tor o .. nd ci' the Commissioners . . . • . . 

·who, on the be.sis of c calonio..l ~grcemcnt concluded in l919, continue to 
.•. .. . ; . . 

.exploit the -phospho.te resour~es .of the islcm.d o.nd o.re new_ converting this 

islcmd into c. des.::;rt ere::.,. . It wc.s becc,use t _his isl:..:nd hc.d phosphc.te resources 
' . . . . . . ·, 

tho.t Trusteeship wc.s o..ssumed by Au,str.c~c., , New ~e:..'.l:.,nd o.nd the _ United Kingdom. . . . , . . . . . ~ 

.:.: .-.• . 
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It is only these deposits of phosphates that d.ravr the attention of these Powers 

to Nauru; and as these deposits will only last·about thirty or forty years, 

the Administering Authority over this period of time has the intet1tion of 

expelling the i"1habitants and install:ing them elsewhere. 

As to ·che United Nations Charter and the Trusteeship. Agreemei1t, the 

Administering Authority has conferred on the Council the right to administer all 

the affairs of the country, and to control all the activities of the BPC, which 

at, the present time in actu:.:.l fact is the organ that controls the Territory. 

The local inhabitants G.re against this plan for the reinstallation or 

resettlemP.nt of the inhabitants of Nauru in Australia·. In the opinion of our 

delegatio,.i., th~ Trusteeship Council should bear in mind the will of the people of 

Nau:cu wb.o desin=: to maintaia theh national community, and the Council should not 

allow for the a)plication of any plan ,rhich would entail the liquidation of the 

population of 1>n.;.ru~ The Soviet delegation considers that the Ad.tninistering 

Authori·ty should eliminate this plan for the expulsion of the Nauruan population, 

and apply the terms of the declaration approved by the Assembly concernil!g the 

granting of in'1ependence to colonial countries and peoples. 

In thi:.:. connexion the Soviet delegation proposed that in 1961, in the Trust 

Territory of Nai.:.:::-u, a plebiscite •.mder the supervision of the United Hations 

should be held in o:,:,:ler to ascert·':l.in the will and des ire of the population of 

Nauru. The supc~v:i.'-'ion of this re:t°erer>.:ium would be entrusted to a special mission 

of the United liutious which would. ':2e s€nt ·::;o ifoun~ for that· purpose. 

I shall no11 refe:c· to Hew Guinea. In none of the statements or deC,larations 

of the Administering A.uthcrity do v.e find any information as to the measures 

taken by the Aclminis·tcTing Authorit:, in confc1·mity with the declaration of the 

General Assembly, and t!'!e AdminiEtering Authority continues to persist in its 

colonial policy, which does net e;.:.visage the granting of independence to New Guinea. 

The actual present situation ia i:'J,)w Guinea shows that the Australian Government 

has ta.l.:en no measure whats oever· in order to transfer the powers to the 

population of New Guinea, and to implement the declaration of ·i.:,he General Assembly. 

As in the past, this Territory is in the hands of -~he Australian authorities. The 

presumed reforms have not changed the situation at all. As in the past, this 

so-called Legislative Council is anti-democratic and non-representative. For 
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the indigenous population of New Guinea there is only one seat in this Council. 

Conseque~tly, 11800,ooc inhabitar;ts of New Guinea are represented on_ the 

Cour.cil by only eleven members, whereas 20 ,oco foreigner:;; are represente:i by 

twenty-six members, and thus have the abso]_ute majority of votes. , Furthermore, 

the Legislative Council, e '1en with its present _anti-democratic composition, 

because it includes officials of the Australian Administration., has no right 

to take dec~_sions on behalf of the people of Hew Guinea. In i~act, the people of 

this Trust Territory are fully controlled and in the hands of the Administering 

Authority. Thus, the colon:i.al regime in this Trust Territory is still in 

effect, and the indigenous population cannot achnir.ister the affa~.rs of its 

own country. 

In the discussions on New Guinea, in the Council, the Soviet delegation 

had proposcu. tr1at the Administering Au.tho1·i ty should revie1r and radically 

modify its policy in co:ine:,,::.;:;:i uith ·0his Trust Territory in order to ensure the 

immediate grnn+,ing of independence to the Territory of Papua and New Guinea, and 

in order that the Administering Authority should renounce its desire to attach 

the populet:I.on of New Guinea to the metropolitan Territory by giving them an 

apparent local autoncr.w. 

The Smriet deleg&tion had proposed on the basis of the declaration of the 

Gener:3-l Assen,bly that a concrete plan be elaborated for the granti:1g of in;mediate 

independence to this Territory., with tne setl:.5.ng of a time limit for the granth,g 

of such indeper.clence. 

In order to ascertain the will of the population of lJeu Guinea, our 

dele6ation had proposed that as soon as possible., a 1•eferendum or ple:Jiscite 

should. be held in the Territory in orde1~ to determine the future of this Te::r1·itory. 

As to the discussion of questions coacerned ,;1ith the Territc:rics in the 

Pacific Islands,the Soviet delegation had proposed that in 1961 or early in 1962 

the United Nations shculd send to the Pacific Isl.ancl.s., to 11:auru nnd to 

New Guinea, speciel missions which would supervise the hcdling of the plebiscite, 

and fix the time limits for the granting of , independence. The Soviet delegation 

has observed that the representatives of the colonial Powers in the Councj_l 

stubbornly resist this offer and refuse to accept propcsals ,rhich irould lead to 

the immedfo,te im?lementation of the General Assembly declaration on the granti!1g of 
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independe:r:ce. The colonial Powers have a majority in the Council, and have 

·transformed it into a body that in fact puts a stop to the granting of 

independence to Trust Territories. They use the Trust 'forri tory to c o-,er up 

their true intentions in these territories, which consis.t of exploiting the 

natural resources and the l ocal populations. They oppose the implementation of 

·che declaration of the General Assembly, and persist in maintaining~ colonial 

regime in these Territories under different g1lises. Neverth2less, nothing 

will stop the historic precess of national liberation and of eli1°1inntion of the 

old colon::_al Powers. 

The colonial and capito.listi-:: effect is extending throughe;ut the wcrlcl. 

By vi1•tue of t11ese regimes created by ce.pitalists, they a:!'.'e docnwd to absolute 

failure. 

Sir Hu:;h FOOT (United Kingdcm): I have listened with ad:niration, not 

un::1ixed ,:i th pity, to the statement which has been made by the rep::.·esent ative of 

the Soviet Unicn. I uish that he had a greater capacity for happiness. \:-2 ha•_;e 

seen one Trust Territory after another reach the agreed goal. I hope he will be 

in his place· tomorrow when the Prime Minister of Tanga~wil~a is with us -- ,-,:rnn '.-re 

move £.gain tmmrds the happy occasion of the independence of a Trust Territory. 

But j_nstead of enthusiasm, we find from hir:i only criticism. He seems to 

disrega~·d the spectacular progress which hes been made in brinc;ing T" .. :ust 

Territories to self-government and independ.ence. In fact, as I listened to him 

this morning I felt that he resembled a mi ss i ona1·y full of evangelistic fervour, 

who discovered to his chag1•im on arriving at his destination that rn.ost of the 

people except for perhaps a few ch::.ldren had. been conve1·ted a long t ime ago. 

1.-Jhat we need now is not bad ·;.;eraper, but good.uill; not easy rhetoric, but ha rd 

thinking. 

I have often in my life rer:iembered a quotation which I should like to make 

to this Council, if I may. This was said by a great Englishman nearly 2CO years 

ago, but it is very relevant to our work. · It is what Edmund Burke ha d to say. 
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"To make a Government requires no great prudence. Settle the seat of 

power, ;teach obed:ien6e; and the work is done. To give freeddm is still more 
• 

easy. ·It is not' necessary to guic.e; · it is on::.y necessary to let ·go the 

reins. · But to form a free GovernIT.ent, to temper together the oppDsite 

element~ of liberty and restraint in one consistent work· requires deep 

thought, and a pm:erful and sagacirn.Is and refining mind." 
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To form a free Government, to temper together the opposite elements of liberty 

and restraint -- that is the purpose of the ,P..dministering Powers, that is the 

purpose, I trust and believe, of this Cm.mcil. And we shall press on "i-rlth our 

taslc, and we h2.ve already made in this Coµncil, and the Administering Authorities 

have made, as I say, spectacular progress. 

I do not think that it is necessary for me to. deal in detail with all the 

ccrane:nts o:f the represent~:t.:_ve of the Soviet Union. He speaks a great deal about 

shame. I should lilrn to te l l him that I, haYing been concerned with the 

administration of Non-Self-Governing Territories all my life, feel no shame. 

I feel pride, pride that we have been able to. bring one people after another to 

the stage of self-gove1·!".ment and independence.. But I should lil:e to remind the 

representa.ti ve of the Soviet Union that we in the British C•)mmonweal th in the 

past decade and fJ. half have enfranchised much more than double the population of 

the Soviet Unic:n,. 

The representative o:f the Soviet Union cpcke about puttinc; on o. bral;e,, On the 

contrary, I, have spent most o:f my official life putting my foot on the 

accelerator. 

He turns to particular cases. He says of the Belgi_an Government, that it is 

seeldng to sabotage the resolution of the United Nations. Not at all. We have 

the report of the representative of Belgiu..,i indicating the close co-operation 

which exi.sts between the Comnission of this United Nations and the Administering 

Authority. 

Even in the cases of Western Samoa and Tanganyika, the representative of the 

Soviet Union cost.s about for s ome criticism when surely he should j oin in the 

general rej oicingo 

As to Nauru, I must make one m,)re protest. He again spealrn, in spite of the 

denials which have been frequently piade, about imposing a s ::,lution involving the 

removal o:f the people of the Island. Not once bu~ repeatedly it has been stated 

that there is no question of impocing any solution. We consider, eve~ if he does 

not, that the wishes and the interests of the people must be paramount. And we have 

made it . r _epeatedly clear that the proposal which has been put forward by the 

Australian Goverrnnent on behalf of the Governments of Australia enp. Ne;w Zealand 

and the United Kingdom can only proceed if the people freely accept it. 
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, I think thnt it is time v1hen we hear theoc repetitions that we should answer 

them. We, the Administering Authorities, and· I speal~ more widely :for those who have 

been responsible for assicti1,g the No11-Se1f-Go-,rerning countries to advance towo.rd 

the ;rrmnagcment of :their own .~,;f'fairs in self-government and independence, we are the 

people who have done the work. We see today the results of our work and we shall 

press on to tlle completion of our work, leaving the representative of the 

s.:=,viet: )Jni.on to explore, like a diligent tourist, the' battlefields· on which we won 

the ,day. :. 

Mr. EDMON::JS (New Zealand): I did not f'eel like interrupting the 

representative o:f the.Soviet Uuior1 although I consider that some of' his 

sta.teTnents were sucll that apy representative could have objected on a point cf 

order. 

On behalf of' the Hew.•Zealand delegation, I should like to rep1.tdic.te the 

insinua,tions and .allegations .he made about my Goverment arid its policies in 

respect of Western ~?,moa, and_; in s9 f3r as it is concerne.d w:i. th the 

administration of Nauru, with the administration of Ifouru. 

In a way, I should rather like to thanl~ tl1e representative of the· 

Soviet Union for the guided tom1 he gave. us ,through a dream w::irld which 'is :. r.ather 

frightening in its crazy consistency, but which is completelyoaseless in fact. It 

was in fact a ,statement defying Marxist ana.l:fsis though perhaps not poii tical or 

psychoanalysis. But ;,Te are much more interested in facts than in fancies and in 

deeds rather in '.worc1s • . As e. very small, retir·ing impertalist, I should like to 

give some good advic.e to a very large and active ii:nperialist anp. quote an old 

English motto llhich sa;ys: II t t· • t . b II one mus prac ise wna one p~eac_es~. This is 

apparently a motto which is impossible to translate into Russiano 

However, the AcJministering Members are in the proud position of being able 

to look at the Territories to which they have grapted independence and say, like 

the mother of the Gracchhi: "These are my jewels11
• 

Mr. RASGOTRA (India): I should lilrn to "begin my brief intervention on 

-this item by · quoting ·what the le~der of the Indian delegation said on this subject 

in part in the plenary Ass~~bly. These are his words: 
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"If I z;nay submit without being misnnclerstood, one of -the most potent · 

resistoncesft one of the greatest impediments in the way of progress, is not 

to rec-'.)gnize that progress is being maa.e, because if we do not recognize that 

progress is being made, we a!'e · lil;:ely to apply the same remeclies, have the · 

same reactions to chan3_ed conditions as the condition was previously, and 

thereby get al;I. our orientation and our policies misrepresented, misunderstood, 

and misuppliedo Simila:::ly, if we do not recognize tho.t progress is being mad~, 

it is very likely the.-:: t.hose ·who have been either pressured into progress by 

the agitations of . colon:i.al peoples or li:)eral sentiments in their own countries 

ar~ encour!'.ged t9 fall back nnd point out to their · mm peoples, 'He told you 

so. 1 
• So therefore, we :rn.ve to recogrii ze that scme progress bas been n:o.de." 

(A/PV .,91+4,:_Eage 43) 

It is perhaps a truism to say that some progress has been made. This is evident 

frcm the. records of the debates of this Council at this session an~ at preceeding 

sessions. Of the eleven Territories which were placed under trust, in ub,.)ut six 

months or a little longer only three will continue under trust. At this · session 

itself, the Council has reccrrmended to th~ Assembly to take up the -question of the 

date of the independence of Western Samoa. The Assembly at its resumed session 

earlier this year took note of a certain date ·on which Tangpnyika is to beccme 

independent and that date, we understand, is being advanced. It is obvious, 

therefo:.e, that considerable prog::.·es:::i has been mo.de in the liberation of colonial 

areas which were placed under trusteeship and, if I -rr.ay say so, ip tl1e application 

of the principles of the Charter which apply to these Territories .. 
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One wor;ders, then, why the Assembly should have . felt it necessary to 

adopt another decla:ro.tion t1t its· last ·session.' . In our view it wo.s because the 

tempo a :1d the pace of' eve~1ts in 1945-1946 , when the Charter ims dra.ft~d and adapted, 

was some,;ho.t different from the -ce:npo of : our own times. But_ we do not say --

and thi~ is not the View t'iiat we ta1-::e -- that this declaration is au attempt at 

a revision of the Charter. It is an atte!llpt -- a needed attempt, a justified 

attempt - - at focusing the c:.ttention of our world of today 0:1 the ne\:!ds of .our 

time. 'Iho.t is ta say, that with the chsnging tempo of the tirnes, .vith its. 

chancing speed, there is a need for accele:cation in the pace of development 

in Trust Ter~itories. 

In some of those Territories which are now on the verge of independence or 

which hove become i!1de:;::iendent we have 'witri8ssed cuch an acce~eration. It may 

well be, and it perhaps is the case, that •in: the remaining 'rrust Territories 

there is need for a furthe:::' acceleration of the pnce of development. But, in 

reco1mnendinG that ·there be such ah acce::.eration, my delec;ation, ce:ctainly 

ui th respect tu the 'l'rust 'I'erritories that remain under '.l'rust .or mi ght remain 

under Trust for a little while longer, does not suge;est or insinuate that any 

deliberate attempt is being made to suppress their freedom or to suppress tl:e 

movement tm-ra1·ds freedom, because it · is our belief that in our time such a 

supp1·e ss ion is out of the question -- j_t is impossible to achieve. 

That is the thought on which this declaration bases itself. In its 

preamoulnr part, for example, it says: "Believing that the process of 

liberation is in~esistible and irreversible 11 (resol_ution 1514 (XV)). Then 

there are similar expressions to the effect that the people in colonies, 

Trust Territories, and Hon-Self-Governing Territories want their i ndependence 

and are determined to achieve it. We ha.vc no reason to suspect thatthe 

Administering Authorities which are responsible for some of these Trust 

Territories have the intention, · the desire or the w_ill to. reverse those processes; 

and we do not believe that, even if they had such a will or desire, they would 

have the capacity to reverse them. It cannot be done today. 



HG/bd T/P\r.1167 
22 

(l.1J?• Rasr;otra, Ind:La) 

How, then, do we here in the United nations fit into this picture? 'i'he 

Assembly, in formulating the phraseolOGY of this declaration, did r.ot assume that 

• the emancipation and liberation that is +,aking ·pJ.ace is solely its own wor~<:. 

Tbe Assembly never presumed that, and rishtly. In this declaration there is a 

preambular paragraph which says: 

"Considering the important 1·ole of the United Hatio::1s 

:i.n assisting the moven:ent for ii1dependence in· Trust and 

Non-Self-Governing Te:r·1: i tories 11
• (ibid.) 

Our role is that of assisting these movements. · These movements are essentially 

movements in the Te1-ritories. We, by highlighting sorr.e of the problems that 

exist, by tendering advice where we feel advice is needed or may be use::'ul, 

assist in that progress, but we do no :r::ore. We can hope to do no more. And 

in so doing, ,-;c can but recognize that these processes are there, that they are 

taldi:g place in the Territories and that these processes, even thou3h there may 

be delnys and difficulties, are not being hindered and cannot indeed be hinc1e:.:ed. 

It is our duty here to see that such processes are not being hindered. 

Hou, then, the question is this: What is the relevance of an elabon.:te 

discussion of this declaration or of its provisions in the Council? It is 1r.o1·e 

or less universally accepted, I believe, that though there were some me1cbe1·s who 

did not vote for this declaration at the tirt:e of its adoption in the ple!1.ary 

Assembly, today feel that it is a declaration which is relevant and acceptable 

and do, in fact, accept its provisions. He heard words to this effect from the 

representative of the United States a feu days ago when we were discussing the 

affairs of' the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. 

I do not think that the Government of Australia, which is the Administering 

Authority for New Guinea and Nauru, has at any stage stated that the provisions 

of this declaration do · not apply t6 those Territories. I believe the;y thinl~ 

that these provisions do in fact apply, as indeed they apply to all other Trust 

Territories. 

Therefore, there is no question of the.re being any doubt in anybody's mind 

as to the applicability of the provisions of this declaration to all Trust 

Terri to:t'ies, especially to those which will remain Trust Terri to:::-ies for a space 

of six months or a little longer. 
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Wha~, in essence, does this declarati<;m say? It spea~:s of discrimination. 

It speaks of suppressio::i, of emand:pation, of moven,ents townrds e.Manc-ipation 
\ 

and freedom. It S};)eal:s of inad.e~:..iacy of r,oli tical and social or educational 

preparedness not being scrv..;d .as a -pretext for delayine; independence. We believe 

that, in so far as Trust Territories are conce1·ned, these _parts of the declaration 

are perl:aps not strictly i:elevant becaus.e today in this Council no Ac1minj_ster:I.ng 

At1thori ty is in a position to suggest -- no one does in fact suggest -- that the 

inadequacy o~ economic advancement or social advancement or ed1.1cational advancement 

should serve as a pretext for delaying independence. 'Ihat has not been the 

position here, even though that might have been the :position of certain 

Administering Powers with respect to certain Non-Self-Gover::-iing Territories. 

The :relevant part of this decla.ration, therefore, is paragraph 5, which 

says: 

. "Immediate steps shall be taken, in_ Trust and Hon-Self­

Governin6 .Te1-ritories or all other territories which have not 

yet ntta:Lned inde:pendcnce, to transfer all poyers to the 

peoples of those territories, without any conditions or 

reservations, in accordance with th-:!ir freely expressed will 

dd • II ("b"") an esi~e . i ia. 

In this Council it ic1 partly our business to see that there be no conditions 

or reservations in the transfer of power. When the time-table for any part:.cular 

Territory is broufht before this Council, I have no reason to think that we will 

not be in a position to em,Jre that there. should be no such reservations 

and no such conditions. 
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As regards the taking in Trust Territories of immeciiate steps for the 

transfer of powers, naturally India completely and fully supports this. This 

Council -- and this, too, is nothing completely new -- has in the past been seized 

with the question of the attainment by Trust Territories of the objectiven of the 

Charter, and has suggested ways and means of proceeding towards that goal o.::, 

rapidly as possible, for exar;;ple, through the establisbment of intermediate and 

final target dates for the political, economic, social and educational 

advaYicement of the Trust Te::r :L tories. 

However, it is not me.rely a question of setting targets and dates. The 

only limitation that my delegation accepts is the time required for a tra~sfer 

which is both constructive and creative and which leads towards stability. We 

have therefore taken the view, and we adhere to it, that time tables sho'..lld be 

set up, they s to11ld be realistic, they should reflect a proper sense of urgency, 

and within those time tables all possible efforts should be directed to giving 

t he Territories the machinery of administration and the means of administerin0 

themselves, the technical, administrative and financial r:ieans, so that wt.en 

they clo take over their own affairs they are in a position to work out their 

mm future in independence and in conditions of stability. 

We should not be too much preoccupied with the past; many things l:a ve gone 

wrong in the past: but if we consider what has gone wrong then there will remain 

very little hope for us to pursue, or to help the Territories pursue, the right 

course in the future. But if sus:picioris or doubts have arisen in the past, 

they have come perhaps from certain cases in which an Administering Authority 

would come to this Council or to the Fourth Comr:iittee of the General Assembly 

and say that certain people are not ready to govern themselves and will not be 

ready for the next five years, ana. then the same Administering Authority would 

come back to the Council or the General Assenbly the :following year and say that 

now those people were going to receive their independence. It is catastrophic 

situations of that character which must be avoided. It is that ltind of thing 

which necessitates the establishment of time tables and targets, the development 

and preparation of plans for political, economic, social and educational 

advancement. In this respect too, we believe there is hardly a delegation in 

this Council which does not today accept the necessity for preparing such plans. 
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In fact, over the years we have seen that in respect of almost every 

Territory the principle has been accepted by the .Administering .'l.uthori ty. 

C'31·tain c:i.elays may have taken place, and these are as annoying to us as they 

are, :ror example, to the reprcss:..1tati ve of the Soviet Union. Such delays should 

be ~bviated and we s1iggest_. in fa.et we · are confident, that .Aa.6inistering 

A.ithoritie;, which are likely to remain responsible i'or th.:: conduct of affairs 
-

of some of the remaining Tn1st Territories will, in the very near future --

:pe:·haps by the tirae thia Council conve:ies again• next year -- fomulo.te such lJlans, 

set down the t2.rgcts and be'na. all their e'rforts to their fu.l:filment in the 

s pirit and in the light of this latest declaration by the Geriei·al Assemtly. 

M::.·. HOOD (Australia): • T say ' C]Ui te· frani:ly that I have he::;i ta.ted to· 

mal:e any intervention in this unnecessary discussion, part:1.cU:larly after 

listening t6, may I say: • the wise . comniei1ts· . of the r·cpresentative of India. 

However, I feel it necCGStiry to rcmo·✓e a'ny iem~te im_presslori that the 

representative of the Soviet Union' or his authoritie's raay have tliat my Government 

in any degree acquiesces in the gross perversions of fact· that he has seen fit 

to give to this Council. 

It is distressing to me, as a responsible niember of the Council and as a 

representative of my Government; ' to ·bave to be dra,m into any exchange of 

invective on these matters; I speak with some feeli11g, because this ought not to 

• be necessary. 

On Friday afternoon in this Council we dealt to a certain eitent with -the 

item at present under disc-1ssiori ~nd I had the impi•ession, and so I think had 

the Council, that we bad given proper recognition here 'to the existence of 

General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and that we had, explicitly or i mplicitly, 

accepted that it does apply in a general fashion to all Territories at present 

under a&ninistration. I did not myself think it was necessary to clisct:s:s the 

particular application of that resolution to the Trust Territories, all of which 

are subject to a particular and special system of supervision by tne United 

Nations. 
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I cannot equal the eloquent words which have been used by my colleagues 

from the United Kingdom, New Zealand and India, but aG a matter of history I 
do not recall that the Soviet Union was present at the long, careful examinations 

accorded to these Territories by the Permanent Mandates Commission of the League 

of Nations, but Australia was. Australia has been responsible since the end of 

the first war with Germany for two Territories which have been mentioned .. 

We r;aid due regard to · our obligations frcm 1921 onwards right through the 

League of Nations period. .At the end of the second war, when the future 

of all such Territories age.:i.n came under discussion, it was my country pertaps 

as much as any other which brought the idea of trusteesl1ip to discussion in 

the early days of the United Nations. The idea of trusteeship was · to some 

extent an Australian idea. 

It is u:::i",,~lievable to me that the representative of the Soviet Union can 

be sincere in trying to give the impression that my country is a kind of culprit 

in these matters. On the contrary; it was we, among others, who brought exactly 

this kind of discussion to the United Nations and for a particular reason 

because we recognize the responsibility of trusteeship. 

I do not know whether the representative of the Soviet Uniori is attempting 

to isolate the Council from himself or to isolate himself from the Council, but 

I would not think that he can really believe that a useful purpose is s erved by 

bringing into this kind of exchange the real future and the real interests of all 

the indigenous people, of all the inhabitants of these Territories whom we r.ave 

in mind. I think he has done a great disservice to the work of the Council and 

I regret very much that I have to say so. 
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Mr. RIFAI (United Arab Republic): . F~·nnkly, . I diu not inteYid to spea1;; 

on this point, because my delegation ho.son various occasioris in the past .made 
.. 

i' ' •· :1.c1.12 c.rr.pJ~, clear on this question. I think that in the ~er.eral f~sssmbJ.y 

wt2 d()vo·'.;ccl uuch time to an explanati01i of our position on this g_uestion. As a 
• ·' ,, ' ' , _. • 

matter of fact J my delegation was directly concerned l7i th the frar.iing of that 

dec.l:::tx-:.iti~n ,,hi.eh was uitirr.atcly adopted. .by the General Assembly . • 

in t:12 cc:•L~i·se ·of om· review ·of :condi tion.s in ·the different Trust Ter:.·:. tor::.~i] • 

t: ,i.; yee ,_• i a.tterr:pted to a.iscna:.".'ge my 6.uty :_,i th the view that the decla:ca·:;ton 

was our basic . guide. Beca t:,se of this, I find it some1il1at stiper:fluous fo:i: me 

to ::.·epeat ,)hat my delegation has al:.·00.c:;1/ stated on various occasions. 

P2,.·h::-ir, s c.t this j .. inctu:::e I may ad_'d one thing: ti.1nt we oe::..iei,re tl-.at t.::1e 

declo.:catio,1 ·::1as in · a s 2;.1se place0. our obl::.gatio~1s to leacl tie Trust anc3. -c,he 

Non-Sslf-Governing Teri·±to1·ies to f:ceedom and indeprndence in a new pers:pective. 

I b2lieve • the tir1e element ta.s ei1tei-ed the :pfoture. In tl1e ;iast ,,e were perhaps 

sG:ti.sfiecl wi tl1 tl1e :pace o·f p:.·og:i:ess. The pace of progress that obtail1ed in the 

dif:rere~rt '=1rust and Non-S2lf-Governing Ten·i tories was ac1··nirable • a • decade ago. 

But ce:ctc:.i11ly the conscience of 'mankind as we all recognize it today no longer 

tolerates t hat t;ype of progress. !t asks that more things ;be· done and 'that 

irunediate steps be tal~en to lead t;ie Ten·itories to self-government and ·to o. 

realization of the objectives of the Charter. 

I think ,~e .in this Council .should all agree, and. t:rith great satisfa,::tion, 

that the Members ·who are responsible for the administ:i:ation of Trust Territories 

have all invariably come . before_ ~1s this year and said that they accepted this 

declaration and its principles, and that they ,..,ere doing their utmost and their 

best to implement its provisions in accordance with the wishes of the .peoples 

concerned. I think ·we should certainly draw much satisfaction from that 

statement and bear it in mind. It is certa.inly a happy augury for the future, 

and I trust that it will crm-m our efforts witil success. 

Mr. Bil'~G}L;\.M (United States of America): I do not have very much to add 

to what has been said by various representatives around this table with regard 

to the achievement of the Administering AL1thorities under the Trusteeship System 

and othe'.n1ise. • I should like to associate my delegation entir.ely with the 

remarks so forcibly expressed by the representative of the Unitecl Kingdom·. 
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With regard to t he particular charges made by the representative of the 

Soviet Union against my Government, and with regard to the administration of 

.:,he '.i.'rust Territory of the .Pacific Islands, I believe that that ma tte1· has 

oeen adequately dealt i1ith in the gene:cal debate, and I do not wish to rehearse 

the matter. It will comb up again for consideration when the report of the 

Drafting Cormni ttee on developments in that Territory, and particularly on -che 

political developments leading towa:rd self-government and independence , is 

considered by this Council, and I will defer any substantive cormnents until that 

t ime. I do not 1-.'ish that my silence at this time be interpreted o.s assent to 

any of the things that the Sovie~ representative had to say, of course. 

I think all that remains to be said is that the representative of the 

United Kingdom commented that he felt sorry for the representative of the 

Soviet Union because he seemed. to have so little capacity for ha;ip:.ness and 

sc.t isfaction over the achievements of the Trusteeship System. I would add to 

t hat observation that I feel a certain sense of sympathy for him, because it 

seems q_uite obvious from the debate this morning, as indeed from the debate 

during the entire course of this session of the Council, that the representative 

of the Soviet Union stands alone in his views. 

Mr. SOLANO LOPEZ (Paraguay)(interp:cetation from Spanish): My delegation 

hesitated in participating in this debate, but since we have t i.1is item on our 

agenda, we should rather prefer to express some views at this time, although they 

may only be of a general nature . . We are Going to explain not the position of 

the Council but merely the position of our own delegation. 

On 1L~ December 1960 the fifteenth session of the Gene1·al Assembly of the 

United Nations adopted resolution 1514 (1.'V) called "Declaration on the granting 

of independence to colonial countries and peoples". · In paragr aph 5 of this 

resolution Trust Territories are specifically mentioned. The records of that 

meeting of the General Assembly clearly show the position tak~n by all Members 

of the General Assembly on this re3.olution, but in spite of this I should like 

to recall how and why we voted on that occasion . . 

On that historic occasion the Paraguayan vote was in the affirmative. The 

resolution ha s in its provisions ideas and principles which are enthroned in 

the constitution and mind of the Paraguayan people and ·which we have warmly 

supported throughout our history. My delegation saw then in this document, 
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and continues to ~ee., a lasting e~r~ss~on of co_nc.epts and principles th~t are 

accepted th1·oughout the worl~. _ The .. tm,den_i,able :proof of ,the universality of _::these 
• ..·I ... • ... • .. (. . .. • . • .1 ; . 

principles and concepts can 1.Je seen ::f1:o)rl _the . number of affirmative votes that 
-, · 1_ 

were cas~ for this resolution. 

May I also recall, that at the ple17ary m_eeting held Ol,1 27 September 1960 

th,e;- Foreign. Minister of Para_gua.Y a?d head of the Paraguayan delegation -~o the 

fifteenth-Genero.l_ .. Assembly., when referring in the general de!]a,te to th~ recent 

admission of a J.arge number of .formerly dependent States that had become 

independent and sov-ei:eign countries, stated that their admission represe;1::~ed the 

natural and_ inalienable_ right of p ·::!opJ_es ·to self-dete:cmination whe~1 .:t:qey had 
l •, • • • 

acquired the necessary rr.a_turity and. competence to exercise the sovereigJ:?. rights 
I ' 

of all States. 

The General Assembly resolutions, such as resolution l~ll~ (:x:i), are of a 

recornmendatory and not ,a compulsory nature. H,evertheless, the individual right 

of P.".'ch _de_legation to make every possible cons_tr_uctive and perst:asive effort so 

tl:3.-t; the objectives _laid. down in this resolution be practically a:ppli.ed is obv.:i0us. 
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Furthermore, the principles and co~·1cepts propounded in resolution 1514 (1.'V), 

particularly in the fifth pa:cagrapb,must influence all of us when we examine 

the conditions prevaj_ling in each Trust Territory and Hon-Self-Governing 

Territory. I am referring, of course, to those 1rerri tories which are still 

under the Trusteeship System and not to those which have achieved or are 

a-::hieving the ultimate objectives of that system. I am referring pa1·ticularly 

to the fixing of a target date which will put an end ·to this process of the 

evolution of those Trust Territories towards those objectives. 

Resolution 1514 (XV) has established a ver-.r clear mandate which compels the 

Administering Authorities i~unediately to deploy efforts to speed up the process 

of liberation and independence and to give e:>,.'"})ression to · the free will of these 

people as regards self-determination. It is on the basis of this criterion 

that my delegation has proceeded and has voted at all times, and we shall 

c0ntinue to do so in the hope that more effective and speedier steps will be 

t".~cen in order to reduce to a minimur.i a reasonable period of time at the end of 

which these peoples will decide for themselves their mm national destiny. 

The exercise of peoples' rights to self-determination is not and cannot 

be a conseQuence of the prior establishment of ideal conditions. People have 

in themselves a dynamic force which impels them towards the esta-blish.rnent of 

their own national institutions, the strenc;thening of their economic 

structures, the raising of their educational standards, improvement in their 

ste.ndards of living, and progressive evolution of their mm cultural values. 

But above all, people have a passion for freedom and a 1:nowledge wl1ich they 

wish to put at the service of their ideals. 

In conclusion, my delegation wishes to reiterate its faith in the 

wisdom and the will of these peoples who have been under tbe Trusteeship 

System and in their desire to achieve their national objectives as early as 

possible. 

Mr. CLAEYS EOUUAERT (Belgium) (interpretation from French): 1-'iy 

delegation had not considered it necessary to intervene in this general debate, 

but I noted that the representative of the Soviet Union felt obliged to come 

back to the debate on Ruanda-Urundi, thus introducing a subject which, I had 

thought, was outside this item of the. attainment of self-government or 

independence by the Trust Territories. 



1/U/cw 

(Mr~ Claeys Bouuaert, Belgiu.'Tl ) 

Tbus , . I must deny . once more the .. o:ffen$iy:e. allegations of the Soviet 
• • ' . • . . J . • . • • • 

U:,i :Jn regarding the si tu!:.tion in Ruanda.-Urµndi. We . have. alre~dy done Go · during 

·::'.,·..: C:.c:.:::-o.ce on tb9/..; Territory an~. I sba,11 .not. ;repeat . here the explanation 

which I · gave in great detail on tbat occasion. 

I shall conclude .by saying that, Ol;l the gene1:al question on our ncenda 

for tbis meeting -- that is t9 say, attainment of self-governrne_1t or Lid.e:;;> em1e~1ce 

bythe -'l' :rust Ter!'.i-tories. and qeneral As~embly resolution 1514 (XV) -- ~y 

• :delegation fully suppo!ts the vie:-;,s e).-pressed so well by tbe delegations of 

the United IOngclom, New Zealand and India. 
'. .. 

The. PRESrD~NT: Once again I woul<i inquire .whether any 

representative wishes to speak on this item 8 of our agenda. 

Mr. ,.OF.6P'2~1KO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) ·. (interpr~tation 

tr,--.:rn Russian): If there are no further speakers, I . sh:rnld like to exercise 

• o·.:i.r right of reply an~ to make a f'ew comments following the statements which 

vre have beard this mo:;;-ning. 

It is characteristic for the representatives of colonial Powers in the 

Trusteeship Council to say that discussion of thip matter and the implementation 
'f• ' 1 I , ~ • 

of. tbe General Assembly resolution ~m the g::::-anting .of . independence to colonial 

countries and· peoples is usel?ss, in their opinion. we· gain-the impression 

tha t they do not wish to intervene in tl?,is matter, and. tbe repreoentative~ 

of Bel6ium and Aust:::a3..ia have said so. in so many words. llowever~ after :the 

state!!lerit ,rhich we made, those other delegations decided to take · the floor. 

And what did they tell us? They t old us that they did not agree, ·that ·they 

re.futed the allegations of the Soviet 9.elegation, that they did not like · the 

criticism addressed to them, and so on. But why did the representatives of 

the colonial Powers, if they have any way of proving that they are 

impler:icnting the de claration of the Genc D::t l Assembly , not supply the Council 

with information during the debate? Why could they not give us information on 

the plans which they have made, on the dates which they have fixed for the 

grahting of independence, etc.? Wby do they proceed in this manner? We have 

beard nothing to that effect from the representatives of the Administering 

Authorities. We have simply bad a rather nervous reaction, and I suppose ' that 

there was good reason for that. 
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The representative of the United Kingdom told us that. brilliant and 

spectacular progress was taking place tbroughout the world. l agree ·with you, 

Mr. representative of the United Kingdom, to a. certain extent. In fact, 

sensational progress is being made in the world, and we congratulate those 

who are making this .Progress. In the Soviet Union, everythine; is ~0inc very 

well; throughout the rest of the world the colonial system is collapsing. We 

are happy tbat we are making a contribution to that collapse. Therefore, if 

today I could not appc0,r to be jo;:rf ul about the collapse of the colonial system 

and if, for his part, the r epresentative of the United Kingdom put a g')od face 

on the fact that the colonial system is crumbling, I would say that the two of 

us are in the . same situation. lTe were at least able to conceal our true 

feelings here. Both of us have reason to be happy and, at the same time, if 

t he representatives of the colonial Powers had really revealed their feelings 

as they do sometimes, we should not have seen happy smiles here. 

The representative of the United Kingdo::i. said that the colonial Powers 

bad done nothing but work for the liberation of these peoples, that they never 

had any designs or objectives except the liberation of these peoples. And be 

told us that a great many countries had been liberated. In that case, if that 

was the policy of the. colonial Powers, wby did Mr. Nehru spend long years in 

jail? And wby bas Mr. Nkrumah also. been in jail? m1y did the colo.1ia.lists 

kill Mr. Umniobe, Mr. Mounie and Mr. Lurnumba? WI1y are they still keeping 

hundreds of liberat_ion fighters in prison? Where is Kenyatta now? Is he 

the Prime Minister of Kenya, We have not yet. heard any such statcr.::cnt ~s tbat 

from the representative of the United Kingdom. Perhaps Kenya is an inde:r,endent 

country? 
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He are told that colonial : Powers are concerned only with the lit.eration of 

colonial peoples. We really · have to 'evaluate s1.1ch assertions, which are far from 

corresponding to reality, and are refuted by facts. 

The representat'i ve of the Uni'ted Kingdom . said tbat when he. was administering 

the~e Territories, he stepped on the accelerator and sped things up. I do not 

want to speak of personalities. I went to speak of policies of the Government. 

If we are going to speal-.: of th~ ·brakes and ·the accelerated pedal, :we would say 

that the colonial Pouers 1.1.oed the bra ke pedal with both feet, and, the colonial 

people aspirins for liber&t:'..on are a :.,tempting to step on t:1e accelerator -- and 

their effect on the moto:: will C.::! stron~er. The brutes will not hold, and the 

vehicie ·will finally ta;:~ t bem t o their- objective -- .independence. 

The Soviet' dele:gation at this meeting presented certain facts during the 

discussion of the various Territories. We have brought out many fa_~ts confirming 

our co!1fusion that the colonial Pcn-rer:s are not . implementing the General Assembly 

c:.2eJ..arat ion. They are not traris :.:erring all powers to the people, as the General 

Assembly \rished, and furthermore, :i.n certain cases the i.dministeri_ng .Authority 

seems to have no intention to do so. We hear protests from the colonial Powers. 

'They say that these assertions are not in conformity .with reality, _aµd that they 

do not agree with the Soviet Union~ \-]hat does this mean? Hhy do the colon:ia,l 

Powers put a period after that? Why do they not go on? Why do they not say that 

the Soviet delegation is wrong uhen the Soviet delegation says tha t the colonial 

Powers do not intend to implement the declaration? Why do not the colonial 

Powers say '\re · are ready to transfer all these powers. 11 ? 

The q_uestion arises as to when they are going to · transfer these powers. 

The General Asseubly in its declaration asked for immeid.ate steps to 'be taken. 

We have not heard one single word from any colonial Power telling us that any 

i1mnediate steps were in mind for ·the transfer of full pouers to the indigenous 

people of these Trust Territories. No such statement was nade . If there had been 
. -
such a staterJent we would have been very happy. 

The SOviet delegation says that · the Administering Authoritie? in these Trust 

Territories the Pacific Islands, Nauru and New Guinea -- . that they have not 

established any date for the attainment of independence. Once a gaih the colonial 

representatives tell us that that is not true; that they do not agree with the 
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Soviet delegation. Firie -- but where is .the difference, '110 establish a date is 

to fix a date, and we would lilrn ;to have a . statement. If the United States does 

not establish a date for the attainment of full independence for the Pacific Islands; 

and if Australia would esta·Dlish a date, and if this would be in conformity with 

the wishes of the General Assembly in its declaration, then establish that date. 

That is what we ·would like to hear you do -- announce it. Up to the present tiille, 

we have not heard any well-founded reply. We have or.ly heo.rd cries of protest 

addressed to the Soviet delegation. Iiew Zealand did that this morning, for 

instance. 

We have general denials given by the colonial Powers. The representative 

of the United Kingdom spoke of Tanganyilm.. I must recall to the United Kingdom 

I think be was not here at the last part of the session -- I would say that the 

Soviet delesation was among the co-sponsors of the draft resolution in which the 

I.c,s:c::nb::!.y expressed its satisfaction over the future independence of Tanc;anyil-:a 

j '7. :'ecer:.i'oer 1961. Ue were a co-s:9onsor o:f that resolution. He extended our 

congratulations. We will personally welcome Mr. Nyerere, the Prime Minister 

and so forth. 

We are also very happy, acco1·ding to the official and unofficial statements, 

with the fact that the date will be brought forward. We are very happy to hear 

this. This is not criticism. He have no criticism at all nou. We thinl-::: that is 

fine. We i.relcome that measure fervently. At least you have not refuted our 

congratulations. m1en ue say we want a date established for the other three 

Trust Ter:citories in the Pacific region, we are only criticized -- but still no 

date is ever fixed. 

Since ,re are speaking of Tanganyika, let us be frank. Did the United Kingdom 

come to the Trusteeship Council to indicate to the Council the date of the 

proclamation of the independence of Tane;anyika? Did the Trusteeship Council 

adopt a resolution recommending that the Administering Authority give independence 

to Tanganyika in 1961, No. Thus, when we speak of independence of Tanganyilm, 

this is an achievement of the people of Tanganyika. It was the efforts and the 

struggle of the people of Tanganyika that led to the independence of Tanganyika. 
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The representative of Australia, as well as the representative of_ t~e United 

States, attempted to assert that they speak more; _or, less on behalf of all the 

members of the . Trusteeship Cou..11cil, and that :the, Soviet del~gation stanc.s alo-9-e, 

isolated. . It is obvious that Australia and the United States . take th~i_r vishes. 

as being realities • . ,_ We must sa;;• that µeither the_ representative of . .J1us,tralia nor 

the representative .of the United States have any rights~ , Tbey have not)leen 

authorized to -. speak on behalf of the Council. · It wo:uJ_d be preferable thattper. 

speak on their own · behalf. 

With regard to_the votes here in the Council, thereis no secret that ~he 

colonial Pcnrers here· have a. majo;:-ity. _ The non-administering: s:ountries a.~e in -the 

minority. Ho resolution which displeases in one way or another. the colonial Powers 

can be passed here. This is an elementary truth. The.Tr1:,1steeship Council, 

fortunately., is not the whole world. It is not the centre of the universe, and 

it is not here tbat the future of allpeoples a.re determined. If, it was only 

fo:::- the Trusteeship Council and.the colonial Powers to determine the destiny of 

the world, we could very well say:.that .. there would be.no Trust Territories 

progressing towards their independence.: -

Isolation was mentioned here. Let us speak about facts. At the last session 

of the General ·Assemoly-we adopted the declaration for the: imnediate liquidation 

of colonialism. Where was the Soviet Union and where was the United Sta:tesX 

They were on different sides of thefence. 



DR/en T .'ns· 7 ,67 
'.L.- ,J. -~. 

46 
(Hr. Obcremlco, USSR) 

Eighty-nine voted in fc.vour of the Declo.ration. The Soviet Union brought 

up the question of the Declaration, o.nd the Soviet Union struggled to ho.ve 

it· c.dopted. We voted, o.long ,-1ith eighty-eight other Member Sto.tes, for tho.t 

Doclaro.tion which ha.d been presented by forty-three count:i.~ies of Asio. cmd 

Africa.. Did Sto.tes like the United Sto.tes, the United Kingclom c.nd othc:::· 

colonio,l Powers vote foi· th:-.t Declo.ro.tion or not? Nine coloni:J.l Powers 

o,bsto.ined, o.mong them the United Sto.tes, the United Kingdom, Austro.lio., Belgium, 

Fra.nce, Portugo.l c.nd Spo.in -- o.nd their close friend, the Union of South 

Africa. And then we a.re told thc.t those countries supposedly expr8sscd the 

opinion of the mo.,:iority of the Ui1ited No.tions wherec.s the Soviet Union is 

isolu.ted. No, Mr, Representc.tive of the United Sto.tes, it is the colonio.l 

Powers tho.t o.rc isolo.ted, it is the colonic.l Powers who o..re c.lone, o.nd the 

vote on resolution 1514 shows this very cleo.rly. 

The Soviet Union, for its pc.rt, h[•.s o.lw.::.ys been on the side of the 

colonio.l peoples o.nd ho.s strucgled for the libero.tion o.nd independence of these 

peoples. We will o.lwo.ys mo.ke every possible effort in order to put o.n end 

ns soon o.s possible to this shcmcful system I so.yshomeful, 

The PRESIDE~"T: I tckc it tho.t no other member wishes to speo.k on 

this item. 

As I "ms so.ying c. moment ::.~go, the 1~e!)rescnt~tivc of the Soviet Union o.t 

the commencement of his sto.tement so.id o.nd proposed th~t the text of the sto.temcnt 

which wo.s mcde by him should be included in the rclev~nt ch~ptcr in extonso. 

However, I should like to ·remind the members of the Council tho.t o.t the meeting 

held on Frido.y the Council hns nlrco.dy tc.kcn the position: 

"tho.t the procedure be followed o.s lo.id down in Council resolution 1369 (XVII) 

end thc:.t eo.ch sepo.rc:.te chc.pter in the Cotu1cil' s report to the Generc.l Assembly 

be cxp::.mded to include conclusions :md recornmendo.tions of the Council c.nd 

obscrvo.tions of members of the Council representing their individual 

opinions only." (T/Pv.1166, pp. 2-20) 
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. . 
The Soviet, . repr~sento.ti ve I s . pro}?osc..l is to t~1e effect thc.t the st~'.:temcnt made ,. 

by hi1::1 should pc included . in , .e:-ztenso. The Chc:ir docs not tc.1ke o.ny 

position in this mctter. It .is up to the Coun.cil to . decide whether it ho.s 

c.ny objection to the:: proposo,l .mc.:,de -by the representCLtive of the Soviet Union 

or v~hether it w:--.nts to t p.1-::e any. de cisions in o.ny other wc,y th~t the Council decides 

to do. If the Soviet P:fOposo.l is c.ccepted, of course, in ell f :.;:.irncss to 

ull the members of -the Council, the stctcments mo.de by the rcprcscnto.tives on 

this i tern .will be in~luded in . the rclev::.nt chc..pter in e:,:te:1s0'" 

I should lilw . to remind the members tho.t ·the p::st prcctic.e is . \;hi.s_: 

the individucl opinions only of the members representing their respecttve 

Governments in this Council Qre sur.rrn~rized. 

comments of the members of the Council. 

I should like to invite the 

Mr. HOOD (Austr~:lio.): With rego.rd to the suggestion I tc.l:e it 

to be not yeto. formcil proposo.l of the .represeE1t2.tive of the Soviet Union 

tho:t. these rcmo..rlrn, including his, sh(?U_3:d: .be given in extenso , in. the records, 

I feel th0,;t this :would· be r9gretto.ble. I feel thc~t it vould not be in the 

best iYiterests of the O.ounc,il _itself nor in the best interests of the 

United Nc.tions cmd nll the objectives th:1t wq presum,:i.bly sh~,re together. 

Could it not be left, c.s it hc.s been in the pest, to the Secrcto.rio..t to fonnulo.tc 

the record in the nor::nal_discrction which it uses? 

Sir Hugh FOO'I' (United Kingdom): Mr. President, . . r a.rn not fully 

mmre of your procedures, but it seems . to me unnecess~ry to repeo.t in nnother 

record wh2.t is c.lre0;<:ly_on the record. It saems to me thc.t ,i-t;:would b~ . 

sufficient to lec.ve wh2.t h2.s been scid this mor:1ing on the record, which is 

If, however , t,he cormnents of the rcprescn~c.t~v~ of the Soviet Union are 

to be intluclcd, tl:lcn clcc.rly the comments of thC:,. rest of. us must be included. 

I mysE:l:f: would prefer tµc.t we stick to the stcmdc.rd method of record. 
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Mr. KOSCZIUSKO-l'10RI~ET (Fro.nee) (intcrprcto.tion from French): The 

French c.elcgo.tion ho.s c.lw::::.ys in the !JC.:.st, o.nd in the present o.s well, 

insisted tho.t o.11 opinions o:" Council members be reproduced in the Council I s 

report. This is o. tn,di tionc.l p::.·occc'.urc, namely, to surnmo.rize the opinions 

of ccc~ member of the Cc;mcil. Ccr:scc:.'J.cntly, I do not think tho.t we should 

dc:po.rt from the proce dures of the Comicil. In spite of the greo.t esteem 

which I hold for the reprcsento.ti ve of the Sov::.et Union, I do not sec why 

preferentio.l trco.tment should be given :1im in the prcsc!1t cc.sc. However, 

if the Council dcc.ides to dcpa.rt frc :.:a i ::.s tr2.di tion2.l p:r,:;ccclurcs, the n it is 

obvious thc.t o.11 other opinions vo::.c~a. here sh:JulJ. b .:.: r e::produce d in cxte nso. 

But I ree?.lly do not see why ,1e shot:ld cle::;.,c,rt from our c:ist '.)mo.ry procedure on 

·chis occo.sion. 

Russic.n): 

Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socic.,list Republics) ( interpreto.tion from 

I ndmit tho.t I do not understo.nd this proccdurc.l debo.te nor 

-L~1r:. co.use tho..t ho.s given rise to it. Ue so.id tho.t the delegCl.tion of the 

Soviet Union submitted the text of its stc.temcnt in orde r for it to be included 

in the report of the Council. In this sto.tcment, o.s we s ~,id, we h::.we surmned 

up the views of the Soviet delcgo.tion on this question. It wc.s not our desire 

to mc.ke o. fifty-po.ge stn.terr.ent in order thc.t it should be sumncd up in ten 

"\-le know thc.t the Secreto.rio.t • is ovc rloc.ded with work. He lmow full well 

tho.t sometimes the Secretc.rio.t does not reflect the true vim·Ys of o..11 dcle13c.tions 

or the esscntio.l views. Thc.t is why we have done this ou:::-se l vcs. We have 

summe d up the views of our de l e go.tion in this sto.te!nent c.nd. in the statement 

which we will submit to the Secrcto.rio..t so tho.t it mc:.y be tro.nslo..ted a.nd 
. . 

incorporo..ted in the report since it briefly sets out our views on this question. 

If other members of the Council wc.nt their vie,;rs to be r eflected 

in ezten'30 • in the report be cc.use they consider this to be o.n importcmt question, 

n.otod.y wi11 object. I fully a gree with the represento..tive of the United Kingdom 

on this pciint; o..lthough I nm in dis o..greement in substo.ncc , neve rthe l e ss I 

o.gree with who.t he sc.id ns to the procedure to be followed; th::i.t is to s o,y, 

th'"'.t the points of view expre ssed by dele gations on this question should be clea.rly 

and fully reflected. He think tho.t in this :c:io.tter the Council nee d not sto.rt a. 

proced.uro.l debo.te beco,use in a.ny cc.se the viewsof the Soviet dele gc.tion should be 

be r eflected in the report. 
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If the Secretariat .presumes to reflect .these views be_tter than 'fe ourselves, 
. . .. 

then we shall see the results. of their _efforts. If the members of the Council . : . ., 

insist that the text :which will appear in the report of the Trusteeship Council 
. . , . . 

should be shorter than ·the statement we have made before the Council, then we 

s:,all reserve the right to intervene again. We have a great deal of , information 

and .documentation, and we have _a lot to say on this point. ..• 

The PRESIDENT:_ . • As is customary, the points _ of view expressed 

individ.ually 'by members of· the Cou1-!cil will be fully _and clearly ,reflected in 

the report of the Council to the General Assembly. 

lfn· .,. ErMOTJDS (New Zealand): - I am .in a slight dilermna here. I think we 

have reached the position where it is .~airly clear that .the represe1~t~tive of the 

Soviet Union feels t:12.t l}is stateiuent t:t:i,is morning was a summar;,:- which must appear 

cc,1pl-2tely under· th;Ls heaciing "Observations l?Y,_fo~ividU.a~ l,1embE!rs Reflecting 

their I'ersonal Vieus 11
• On the ot:1.er:hand, no one else has made the same claim 

• . 
i'or their state1;~ent-., .. _We . could find 01.1rselves . in the position where_ the Soviet 

statement ap:9ears in full and the other statements are summarized. 

I think this would be very unfortunate, because some of the stater:ients made 

today, especiall;yr the one by the representative of India, appear to me to have 

considerable value. It would be a pity if they suffered by being diminished in 

1·elation to the, perhaps from my :point of view, less helpful sta-tement of the 

Soviet Union. 

I think that,i:f we a1~e going to have the Soviet stateme,1t reproduced in full, 

it is not a question of having their opinions :reflected but that it is a question 

of l~aving to put in everything in full; and that is the position at which we have 

arri vec1 . 

V:c. RA.SGGTRA ( India) : I will su.ffer no heartbreak if I see only an 

adequate s-u. rm·,,ary of what I stated this morning reflected in .the report. I have 

no reason to sucgest that ue should depart from past practice in this matter. 

If a :rep1~esentative suggests that he should like to see his mm text reproduced 

i~- extenso, I have nothing to say. However, so . .far as my own statement of this 

mor~1t,:1g is concerned, a reasonably good sun;mery will do. 
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Hr. OBERENKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (:i.nterpretation from 

Russian): Perhaps we could solve this problem in the follmring manner. The 

various delegations will study the summai·y records of today I s rr.eeting and decide 

as to which observations they want reproduced in the report. Perha?s the 

representative of India will ~mnt his stateme!'lt reproduced in full. The 

, representative of New Zealand, or any ·ether representative, could ask that his 

statement be reproduced in full if he thinks it necessary. 

If we are not in agreement · in substance with the rep:rese:itative of New Zealand., 

this does not mean that in connexion with procedural matters ue shall disagree 

with everyone and that we shall object to his obser--rations, with which we are 

not in agreement, being reproduced in full. He uant all the cords laid out 

on the table. • Tne report which is sent to the General Assembly ::;hould clearly 

reflect what has been stated in the Council. 

Naturally; no matter ·how long we sit, we shall never ccme to an agreement 

o~ the substance of the question; ·but as to procedural matters, I think we can 

er-1. ,;ily come to an agreement. Since we are all in favour of freedom of speech, 

,-:e all want what delegations have said to be clearly reflected :i.n the report. 
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However, I cannot but reply to the last comment made by the representative 

of New Zealand. It seems to me that at the present session the representatives 

of the colonial Powers have been congratulating the representative of India far 

too often. Their attitude is rather obvious and I do not know whether the 

representative of India himself feels happy about it. I do not think Le will 

be too a':1used, and I do not think we should overdo this kind of thing. 

Mr. KOSCZIUSKO-MORIZET (France)(interpretation from French): I would 

like to bring the subject to a close by congratulating the representative of 

the Soviet Union for being a partisan of freedom of speech . 

Russian): 

always. 

.Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

Just two words in reply to the representative of France. -- as 

The PRESIDENT: I think we can dispose of this item very quickly. 

As I have said, the observations of members of the Council representing their 

individual opinions only will be clearly and fully reflected in the report to 

the General Assembly, and of course it is up to the representatives concerned 

to read carefully the summaries prepared by the Secretariat and, if they 

disagree with these, to point out the fact to the Council. May I presume that 

this item is disposed of, except for our consideration of the relevant chapter 

on this item in the Council's report to the General Assembly. This can only 

be prepared by the Secretariat after the adoption by the Council of the reports 

of the Drafting Committees on New Guinea and Nauru. 

it is so decided. 

If I hear no objection, 

Mr. HOOD (Australia): I do not know what may be in the President's 

mind, but on behalf of my delegation I would request adjournment at this point. 

We are not in a frame of mind to give proper consideration to the reports of 

the Drafting Committees. 

The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m. 




