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37/16. International Year of Peace

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 36/67 of 30 November 1981, in
which it invited the Economic and Social Council to consider
the possibility of declaring an International Year of Peace
at the first practicable opportunity, taking into account the
urgency and special nature of such an observance,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1982/
15 of 4 May 1982, in which the Council recommended to
the General Assembly that, at its thirty-seventh session, it
should establish 1986 as the International Year of Peace,

Recalling that the Preamble to the Charter of the United
Nations proclaims that the peoples of the United Nations
are determined to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war and for this end to practise tolerance and
live together in peace with one another as good neighbours,
and to unite their strength to maintain international peace
and security,

Considering that the promotion of peace is the basic ob-
jective of the United Nations,

Recognizing that peace continues to be a goal instead of
an achievement, in spite of the resolute efforts of the United
Nations,

Taking into account the need to devote a specific time to
concentrate the efforts of the United Nations and its Member
States to promote the ideals of peace and give evidence of
their commitment to peace in all viable ways,

Taking note of the recommendation by the Economic and
Social Council that the International Year of Peace could
be linked to the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations
and be proclaimed on 24 October 1985,

Taking into account the guidelines for international years
and anniversaries adopted by the General Assembly in its
decision 35/424 of 5 December 1980,

1. Accepts the proposal made by the Economic and
Social Council in its resolution 1982/15 and declares 1986
to be the International Year of Peace, which will be solemnly
proclaimed on 24 October 1985;

2. Invites all States, all organizations within the United
Nations system and interested non-governmental organi-
zations to exert all possible efforts for the preparation and
observance of the International Year of Peace, and to re-
spond generously with contributions to attain the objectives
of the Year;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, in ac-
cordance with proposals made by Member States and in
consultation with interested organizations and academic in-
stitutions, a draft programme and to submit a report to the
General Assembly at its thirty-eighth session.
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37/17. Co-operation between the United Nations and
the League of Arab States

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on
co-operation between the United Nations and the League of
Arab States,?

Recalling the pertinent Articles of the Charter of the United
Nations which encourage activities through regional ar-
rangements for the promotion of the purposes and principles
of the United Nations,
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Noting with satisfaction the co-operation that has devel-
oped for more than thirty years between the United Nations
and the League of Arab States and the effective participation
of the League in the work of the United Nations,

Noting with appreciation the desire of the League of Arab
States to consolidate and develop the existing ties with the
United Nations in all areas relating to the maintenance of
international peace and security, and to co-operate in every
possible way with the United Nations in the implementation
of United Nations resolutions relating to the question of
Palestine and the situation in the Middle East,

Noting also with appreciation the commitment of the
League of Arab States to the eradication of apartheid and
all other forms of racial discrimination, to the elimination
of colonization and to the promotion of the right of self-
determination and the safeguarding of human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all,

Recalling its resolution 36/24 of 9 November 1981 in
which, inter alia, it recognized the importance of continued
close association by the United Nations and the specialized
agencies, where appropriate, with the efforts of the League
of Arab States in order to promote social and economic
development and to advance intra-Arab as well as inter-
national co-operation in that vital field,

Noting also the signing of co-operation agreements
between the organizations of the United Nations system and
the League of Arab States and a number of its specialized
organizations,

Convinced of the need to strengthen further the co-
operation between the organizations of the United Nations
system and the League of Arab States and its specialized
organizations,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the imtiatives he has taken and the efforts he has made
to strengthen and expand co-operation between the United
Nations and the League of Arab States;

3. Commends the League of Arab States for its efforts
and the co-operation it has extended to the United Nations
in furtherance of the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations and for its increased collaboration
with various components of the United Nations system in
the political, economic, cultural and humanitarian fields;

4. Also expresses its appreciation to the specialized
agencies for their efforts to maintain and increase co-
operation with the specialized organizations of the League
of Arab States;

5. Takes note with satisfaction of the suggestions by
the organizations of the United Nations system and the League
of Arab States, contained in the report of the Secretary-
General,?” for strengthening and expanding co-operation
between the United Nations system and the League of Arab
States;

6. Recommends that those suggestions should be given
careful consideration by the competent organizations of the
United Nations system and should form the basis for new
and expanded areas of co-operation between the United
Nations and the League of Arab States;

7. Also recommends that the Secretary-General, in con-
sultation with the Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States, should determine which suggestions could be dealt
with more appropriately at the bilateral level and which
suggestions could be dealt with more appropriately at the
multilateral level and arrange for them to be considered
accordingly:
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