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Annex 1

REFERENCE DOCUMENTATION

~ Document Reference®®

QDOC/INS/SOP/IAUOL

Full Title of Document
Standard Operating Procedure for Evidence Collection,
Documentation, Chain-of-Custody and Preservation
during an Investigation of Alleged Use of Chemical
Weapons

QDOC/INS/WI/IAUQ5

Work Instruction for Conducting Interviews of Witnesses
during an Investigation of Alleged Use

QDOC/INS/SOP/IAUO2

Standard Operating Procedure — Investigation of Alleged
Use (IAU) Operations

QDOC/INS/SOP/GG011

Standard Operating Procedure for Managing Inspection
Laptops and Other Confidentiality Support Materials

24-13900

43 The OPCW QDOCs referred to in this report are the most recent versions.
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Annex 2
OPEN SOURCES

No open-source data was available in relation to the reported allegations in
Qalib al-Thawr on 9 August 2017 or al-Balil on 8 November 2017.
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Date Activities

Annex 3

MISSION TIMELINE

The Secretariat received a note verbale from the Syrian Arab
Republic with information on an alleged use of toxic chemicals as

21 September 2017 a weapon in the area of Qalib al-Thawr in Hama Governorate. The
team began the collection of information.

The FFM started the identification of witnesses, evidence, and

After 21 September 2017 | material pertaining to the allegation and conducted open-source

research.

17 November 2017

The Secretariat sent a note verbale informing the Syrian Arab
Republic of its intention to deploy the FFM.

22 November 2017

The Secretariat received a note verbale from the Syrian Arab
Republic regarding the FFM deployment.

24 November 2017

The Secretariat received a note verbale from the Syrian Arab Republic
with information regarding a mortar attack with “poisonous” gases
against the Syrian Arab Army on 8 November 2017 in al-Balil, in
Hama Governorate.

As at
24 November 2017

The FFM began the identification of witnesses, evidence, and
material and conducted open-source research pertaining to the
allegation in al-Balil, in Hama Governorate.

6 — 17 December 2017

First deployment to the Syrian Arab Republic: Initial information
and reports were received from the Syrian authorities. The FFM
conducted technical meetings and one in-person interview in
relation to the incident in Qalib al-Thawr.

January — The FFM conducted a further search for witnesses and information.
September 2018
4 April 2018 ?l'h? FFM received a}ddltlonal _|_nformat|on about the reported
incidents from the Syrian authorities.
The Secretariat sent a note verbale to the Syrian Arab Republic
4 September 2018 regarding the FFM’s second deployment.
29 September — Second deployment to the Syrian Arab I_?epubllc: The F_FM
4 October 2018 conducted technical meetings, collected evidence, and received
additional information about the reported incidents.
February — The FFM continued its search for witnesses and additional
October 2019 information about the incidents.

20 November 2019

The Secretariat sent a note verbale to the Syrian Arab Republic
regarding the FFM’s third deployment.

2 — 14 December 2019

The FFM conducted a third deployment to the Syrian Arab
Republic and received additional information, collected evidence,

24-13900

29/36



S/2024/486

Date Activities

and held meetings with representatives of the Technical Committee
of the Syrian Arab Republic. The FFM conducted six in-person
interviews.

11 — 12 December 2019

The FFM visited locations of interest in Hama City and
al-Salamiyah in Hama Governorate, the Syrian Arab Republic, and
conducted 12 technical meetings with medical staff at the hospitals.

The Secretariat received a note verbale from the Syrian Arab

22 May 2020 Republic containing additional information about the reported
incidents.
January 2019 - The FFM continued its search for witnesses and information.
November 2021
25 March — The Secretariat and the Syrian Arab Republic exchanged notes
6 April 2021 verbales in relation to a future deployment of the FFM.

9 — 15 November 2021

The Secretariat and the Syrian Arab Republic exchanged notes
verbales regarding the FFM’s deployment.

28 November —
10 December 2021

The FFM deployed a fourth time to Syrian Arab Republic,
held meetings with the Technical Committee, and conducted
12 interviews with witnesses.

22 February 2022

The Secretariat sent a note verbale to the Syrian Arab Republic
requesting information regarding the security situation before and
during the period of the reported incidents in Hama Governorate.

25 March 2022

The Syrian Arab Republic provided a response via a note verbale.

April 2022 The FFM continued its search for witnesses and information.
September 2023
October 2023 — The FFM conducted its analysis and corroboration of the
January 2024 information gathered.
January — May 2024 The FFM drafted its report.
4 June 2024 The FFM submitted its report to the Director-General.
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Annex 4
INFORMATION COLLECTED BY THE FFM

The tables list the physical evidence collected from various sources by the FFM. It is split into electronic
evidence stored in electronic media storage devices such as USB sticks and micro-SD cards, hard-copy
evidence, and samples. Electronic files include audiovisual captions, still images, and documents.
Hard-copy files consist of various documents, including drawings made by witnesses.

THE QALIB AL-THAWR INCIDENT: 9 AUGUST 2017

Table A4.1:
MISSION

ELECTRONIC DATA COLLECTED BY THE FACT-FINDING

Entry number Assigned Code

1 7303/071
File names
Dscn2667.jpg Dscn2678.jpg Dscn2685.jpg Dscn2693.jpg Dscn2700.jpg
Dscn2668.jpg Dscn2679.jpg Dscn2686.jpg Dscn2694.jpg Dscn2701.jpg
Dscn2671.jpg Dscn2680.jpg Dscn2687.jpg Dscn2695.jpg Dscn2702.jpg
Dscn2672.jpg Dscn2681.jpg Dscn2688.jpg Dscn2696.jpg Dscn2703.jpg
Dscn2675.jpg Dscn2682.jpg Dscn2689.jpg Dscn2697.jpg Dscn2704.jpg
Dscn2676.jpg Dscn2683.jpg Dscn2690.jpg Dscn2698.jpg Dscn2705.jpg
Dscn2677.jpg Dscn2684.jpg Dscn2691.jpg Dscn2699.jpg
Entry number Assigned Code
2 7303/076
File names
Dscn2271.jpg \ Dscn2272.jpg \ Dscn2273.jpg \ Dscn2274.jpg \ Dscn2275.jpg
Entry number Assigned Code
3 7303/077
File names
Dscn2304.jpg Dscn2306.jpg Dscn2308.jpg Dscn2309.jpg Dscn2310.jpg
Dscn2305.jpg Dscn2307.jpg
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Entry number

Assigned Code

1 7727/034
File names
Img_0343.jpg Img_0353.jpg Img_0363.jpg Img_0373.jpg Img_0383.jpg
Img_0344.jpg Img_0354.jpg Img_0364.jpg Img_0374.jpg Img_0384.jpg
Img_0345.jpg Img_0355.jpg Img_0365.jpg Img_0375.jpg Img_0385.jpg
Img_0346.jpg Img_0356.jpg Img_0366.jpg Img_0376.jpg Img_0386.jpg
Img_0347.jpg Img_0357.jpg Img_0367.jpg Img_0377.jpg Img_0387.jpg
Img_0348.jpg Img_0358.jpg Img_0368.jpg Img_0378.jpg Img_0388.jpg
Img_0349.jpg Img_0359.jpg Img_0370.jpg Img_0379.jpg Img_0389.jpg
Img_0350.jpg Img_0360.jpg Img_0370.jpg Img_0380.jpg
Img_0351.jpg Img_0361.jpg Img_0371.jpgy Img_0381.jpg
Img_0352.jpg Img_0362.jpg Img_0372.jpg Img_0382.jpg

THE AL-BALIL INCIDENT: 8 NOVEMBER 2017

Table A4.2: ELECTRONIC DATA COLLECTED BY THE FACT-FINDING MISSION

Entry number

Assigned Code

1 SWI1/092/18
File names
Dscf5227.jpg Dscf5243.jpg Dscf5259.jpg Dscf5275.jpg Dscf5291.jpg
Dscf5228.jpg Dscf5244.jpg Dscf5260.jpg Dscf5276.jpg Dscf5292.jpg
Dscf5229.jpg Dscf5245.jpg Dscf5261.jpg Dscf5277.jpg Dscf5293.jpg
Dscf5230.jpg Dscf5246.jpg Dscf5262.jpg Dscf5278.jpg Dscf5294.jpg
Dscf5231.jpg Dscf5247.jpg Dscf5263.jpg Dscf5279.jpg Dscf5295.jpg
Dscf5232.jpg Dscf5248.jpg Dscf5264.jpg Dscf5280.jpg Dscf5296.jpg
Dscf5233.jpg Dscf5249.jpg Dscf5265.jpg Dscf5281.jpg Dscf5297.jpg
Dscf5234.jpg Dscf5250.jpg Dscf5266.jpg Dscf5282.jpg Dscf5298.jpg
Dscf5235.jpg Dscf5251.jpg Dscf5267.jpg Dscf5283.jpg Dscf5299.jpg
Dscf5236.jpg Dscf5252.jpg Dscf5268.jpg Dscf5284.jpg Dscf5300.jpg
Dscf5237.jpg Dscf5253.jpg Dscf5269.jpg Dscf5285.jpg Dscf5301.jpg
Dscf5238.jpg Dscf5254.jpg Dscf5270.jpg Dscf5286.jpg Dscf5302.jpg
Dscf5239.jpg Dscf5255.jpg Dscf5271.jpg Dscf5287.jpg Dscf5303.jpg
Dscf5240.jpg Dscf5256.jpg Dscf5272.jpg Dscf5288.jpg Dscf5304.jpg
Dscf5241.jpg Dscf5257.jpg Dscf5273.jpg Dscf5289.jpg Dscf5305.jpg
Dscf5242.jpg Dscf5258.jpg Dscf5274.jpg Dscf5290.jpg Dscf5306.jpg
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Entry number

Assigned Code

2 7303/072
File names
Dscn2611.jpg Dscn2623.jpg Dscn2634.jpg Dscn2645.jpg Dscn2656.jpg
Dscn2612.jpg Dscn2624.jpg Dscn2635.jpg Dscn2646.jpg Dscn2657.jpg
Dscn2613.jpg Dscn2625.jpg Dscn2636.jpg Dscn2647.jpg Dscn2658.jpg
Dscn2614.jpg Dscn2626.jpg Dscn2637.jpg Dscn2648.jpg Dscn2659.jpg
Dscn2615.jpg Dscn2627.jpg Dscn2638.jpg Dscn2649.jpg Dscn2660.jpg
Dscn2616.jpg Dscn2628.jpg Dscn2639.jpg Dscn2650.jpg Dscn2661.jpg
Dscn2617.jpg Dscn2629.jpg Dscn2640.jpg Dscn2651.jpg Dscn2662.jpg
Dscn2618.jpg Dscn2630.jpg Dscn2641.jpg Dscn2652.jpg Dscn2663.jpg
Dscn2619.jpg Dscn2631.jpg Dscn2642.jpg Dscn2653.jpg Dscn2664.jpg
Dscn2620.jpg Dscn2632.jpg Dscn2643.jpg Dscn2654.jpg Dscn2665.jpg
Dscn2621.jpg Dscn2633.jpg Dscn2644.jpg Dscn2655.jpg Dscn2666.jpg
Dscn2622.jpg
Entry number Assigned Code
3 7303/078
File names
Dscn2276.jpg Dscn2282.jpg Dscn2288.jpg Dscn2294.jpg Dscn2300.jpg
Dscn2277.jpg Dscn2283.jpg Dscn2289.jpg Dscn2295.jpg Dscn2301.jpg
Dscn2278.jpg Dscn2284.jpg Dscn2290.jpg Dscn2296.jpg Dscn2302.jpg
Dscn2279.jpg Dscn2285.jpg Dscn2291.jpg Dscn2297.jpg Dscn2303.jpg
Dscn2280.jpg Dscn2286.jpg Dscn2292.jpg Dscn2298.jpg
Dscn2281.jpg Dscn2287.jpg Dscn2293.jpg Dscn2299.jpg
Entry number Assigned Code
4 7727/034
File names
Img_0305.jpg Img_0313.jpg Img_0321.jpg Img_0329.jpg Img_0337.jpg
Img_0306.jpg Img_0314.jpg Img_0322.jpg Img_0330.jpg Img_0338.jpg
Img_0307.jpg Img_0315.jpg Img_0323.jpg Img_0331.jpg Img_0339.jpg
Img_0308.jpg Img_0316.jpg Img_0324.jpg Img_0332.jpg Img_0340.jpg
Img_0309.jpg Img_0317.jpg Img_0325.jpg Img_0333.jpg Img_0341.jpg
Img_0310.jpg Img_0318.jpg Img_0326.jpg Img_0334.jpg Img_0342.jpg
Img_0311.jpg Img_0319.jpg Img_0327.jpg Img_0335.jpg
Img_0312.jpg Img_0320.jpg Img_0328.jpg Img_0336.jpg
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Table A4.3: HARD COPY OF DATA COLLECTED BY THE FACT-FINDING MISSION

Entry  Assigned Package Evidence Reference
Number Code Number

1. 2024 20191206202403 Drawings

Description
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Annex 5
DOCUMENTS RECEIVED FROM THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC

On 20 September 2017, the Syrian Arab Republic informed the Secretariat through Note
Verbale No. 88 of an alleged use of toxic chemicals as a weapon in the area of Qalib al-Thawr
in Hama Governorate. In this note verbale, the National Authority of the Syrian Arab Republic
provided a brief description of the reported incident and a list of casualties.

On 22 November 2017, the Syrian Arab Republic sent Note Verbale No. 124 regarding the
FFM’s deployment.

On 24 November 2017, the Syrian Arab Republic informed the Secretariat through Note
Verbale No. 127 of an alleged use of toxic chemicals as a weapon in the area of Souran in
Hama Governorate. In this note verbale, the National Authority of the Syrian Arab Republic
provided a brief description of the alleged incident.

From 6 to 17 December 2017, the FFM received initial information relating to the reported
incidents: brief incident reports, GPS coordinates, copies of medical staff shift logs from the
National Hospital of Martyr General Qais Habib in al-Salamiyah in August 2017, a copy of
the floorplan of Hama National Hospital, copies of five medical records regarding the Qalib
al-Thawr incident, and four medical records regarding the al-Balil incident.

On 17 December 2017, the FFM received the following documents from the National
Authority of the Syrian Arab Republic: a copy of the Comparative Study between the effect of
toxic chemicals used by terrorist groups during incidents and the toxic and irritant gases used
for riot control; forensic reports in relation to incident on 9 August 2017 in Qalib al-Thawr and
8 November 2017 in al-Balil; and references for chemical names and codes.

On 4 April 2018, the FFM received from the National Authority of the Syrian Arab Republic
information (an incident report, a copy of medical staff shift log from the National Hospital of
Martyr General Qais Habib in al-Salamiyah in August 2017, copies of maps, and GPS
coordinates) related to the reported incident on 9 August 2017 in Qalib al-Thawr.

From 27 September to 4 October 2018, the FFM received additional information from the
National Authority of the Syrian Arab Republic in relation to the reported incident in Qalib
al-Thawr: an incident report; a list of medical staff on duty on the date of the incident; and three
official documents stating that the al-Salamiyah National Hospital had been renamed as the
Martyr General Qais Habib Hospital in May 2017.

On 3 October 2018, the FFM received five medical records and hospital shift logs for the
Qalib al-Thawr incident, four medical records, and an emergency department patient logbook.
The logbooks and medical records were photo-documented by the FFM before their return to
the Technical Committee.
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
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The Secretariat received Note Verbale No. 38 (dated 21 May 2020) from the Syrian Arab
Republic with additional information regarding both incidents, including copies of forensic
reports and police reports, as requested by the FFM.

On 1 April 2021, the Syrian Arab Republic sent Note Verbale No. 32 regarding the FFM’s
activities during its deployment.

On 6 April 2021, in reference to the Secretariat Notes Verbales NV/ODG-50/21 (dated 25
March 2021) and NV/ODG-53/21 (dated 1 April 2021), the Syrian Arab Republic sent Note
Verbale No. 37 regarding the FFM’s deployment.

On 15 November 2021, in reference to the Secretariat’s Note Verbale NV/ODG-172/21
(dated 9 November 2021), the Syrian Arab Republic sent Note Verbale No. 137 regarding the
FFM’s deployment.

On 25 March 2022, in reference to the Secretariat Note Verbale NV/ODG-239/21 (dated 22
February 2021), the Syrian Arab Republic sent Note Verbale No. 22 regarding the general
security situation around the time of the reported incidents in Hama Governorate, including
the movement, activities, and names of the armed groups present in the areas.
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