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AGENDA ITEMS 3d and 6 

EXAMII1ATION OF CONDITIONS IN THE TRUST TERRITORY OF NAURU (T/L.911): (continued) 

(a) ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ADMil/I STERING AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR ENDED JO JUNE 1958 
(T/1446, 1465) 

(b) REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS VISITING MISSION TO THE TRUST TERRITORIES OF 
NAURU, NEW GUINEA AIID THE PACIFIC ISLANDS, 1959 (T/1448 and Add.11 T/1460) 

At t he invitation of the President , Nr. Jones, special repre·sentative for 

the Trust Territory of Nauru under Austral-ian administration , took a place at 

the Trusteeship Council table. 

Political advancement (continued) 

The PRESIDENT "( interp~etation f r om Frencl1) : The special representative 

wishes at· this time to give some information on questions which were put to him 

at th~ Council 's last meeting. 

Mr. JONES (Special representative): Yesterday, the representative 

of India asked a quest ion concerning the positions occupied by the members of 
~ ----- -, the Nauru Local Government Counc il. I regret to say that I do not have the 

complete reco~~w~i~t=n,-,,,m~e-.--~A7t-:the moment , I can only say definitely that 

three mem~ers of the Administration. I am quite sure, however , 

that , with t he exception of Hammer d~urt, the Head Chief, they are all 

officeTs of the Administration. If the representative o~ India would like me 

to confirm this , I can send a cablegram -- but perhaps the infor mation I have 

supplied is sufficient for his purpose . 

Mr. VELLODI (India): I should lil..e to thank the special representative 
for that information. As I said yesterday, however, it is not so much a question 

of whether these people are employees of the Administration; that fact has been 

confirmed by the 1956 Visiting Mission . What my delegation is interested in 

le are employed by the Administration. 

I would once aga in request the special representative to let us know -- either 

now or at some future date wllen he has the inforrration -- the capacity in which 

these people are employed by the Administration ... 
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Mr. MUFTI (United Arab Repub l ic} (interpretation :t:rom French): I should 
. ' . . . 

like t o preface my questions in the pol itical field with a certain number of 

considerations ~xplaining the general structure _of those questions. Of course, 

some of my questions have already been touched upon_at previous meetings, but 

the r eplies have not been entirel y satisfactory. 

In the first place, we know that under paragraph 1 of article 5 of the 

Trusteeship Agreement i;he Administering Authority is called upon to : 
11 .,.co-operat~ with t~e Trusteeship Council in the dis~harge of all 

t he Council's functions under .Articles 87 and 88 of the Charter". 

I do not mean to imply that the Administering Authority has not so far 

co-operated with the Trusteesb,ip Council. I merely wish to emphasize this 

obligation, which may be of the greatest import ance in connexion with the ---- . • • 
i mpl ementation of resolutions adopted by t he Trusteeship Council. 

'i·le· also know that under paragraph ·2 (c) of article 5, the Administering . . . . . ·. . . 
Authority has undertaken to take all the appropriate measures to promote the • 

:politica 1 advancement ._of the inhabitants in accordance with Article 76b of --t he Cha r ter. 



DR/en 

(Mr . Mufti, United Arab Republic) 

I should also like to recall that th.e Visi,ting Mis'sion./ vhe-r( it examined 

.the ,-1,0.rk:·of-·the ·Loc~l C~~~~:i:°i' j_~ -rJ~~;:~_;_-, r~ached the- co'nt::i:usi on that they_ cou~d 

only achieve ·'independ~~6~ ·by ·exe;c_is:ing responsibility . • •• ' ···,· :· • . 

Fi:-ially, . 1· shoula.·· iike ~o -;oi~:t-_;u:t _that ;the · special represe~ta.tive 

stated,in ·reply t; a · que;tiori-.w~icq}1:~d: :been put -by ·the represent~t ive . of 

t he Soviet Union, that the special !'epreseotat-ive was ·.i-n a g~o'd ·positi_on t o give 

. information concerning the pia~s of 't~e Ad~iuisterint:f Authority in th~ 

political field , On the other hand, ~t, seems tba:t we a.re in the midst of a 

sort of vicious circle ··and. cont~ictipn · _ber'" ·:, At· ·our previous meetings, 

on the one: hand mention 'wa~ -~ade of the ire~trictions·· pl~cec(by the .Pornini0teri:Qg ' ..... , · . ·_. ,· . ' •• '• :.__-- . ,·. ·. ' .. , .· .. . , _·. ' 

Authority· upOn' the exerc~se b,Y'.. .?t _I,ac;i-1 .G~l!l.:PCi J • qf ~ru of' pow~s whic~_ th.::J. 

hold a~- ·pte·aetit t1m~y virt4ole of pres~nt legislation; and, on the other 
• • • ( • ,8 -. • • • • • . • ~ - ~ - : • • • • • • • • • 

hand, the 'rel\i~tance oi the_ Ad~i_n~_ste:riµg .ei.1:1thority ',to confe'r bro~der .PO;-t~rs 

upon t h e Local·cotincil so ~o~g as t,11,~ J?_rE?sent ·-powers · are not fully exercised • . 
,__.,-- ... · • • • ' •. . ;-- · • 

That, of course;- is one of these vi~;Lo.us. circles which · the Trusteeship _Council 

must. ,bi'eak • if '·the ' Thri'-t8ry \~. t~· e~oi~e as the Ch~rter woul d have it evolv.e. 

Anot her . vi:cious 1 c·ircle: ;is .th~~ ~e see that .U.0 p) an j p t,he political field . or --------
othe~ds could be present~ __ to the Council before a decision is taken by 

the Nauru~ their future, whereas we feel that such a decision -cannot validly be ta.ken by the Nauruans so long as they have not enjoyed 

a certain degree of self-government . 

The special representative contradicted himself yesterday. He told us 

that the future of the Nauruans should not constitute an obstacle to the 

sel~vernment ~he T_=:~~ory. Consequently, it follows that if that is 

the true attitude of the Administering Authority, the decision to be taken by _ 

t he Nauruans with regard to their future should not· prevent the Administering 

-Authority from presenting pl ans in the political field or in any other 

field. 

The Administering Authority admitted yesterday that the profits which the -Nauruans get from the phosphate industry and the concern of the Nauruans for the 

future of their Territory -- concerns which have been stirred up by a series of 

plans for their resettlement all of this dizcouraged the Nauruans in the 

political field and turned them aside from the development of other sour ces of 
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.wealth in the T~rritory. Ho~ever, the Administering A~thority co~tinues to say 
. ' . 

that the :phosphate i _ndustry will be further developed and that the Nauruans 

should take some decision a.s to their future. Now these a.re a.11 contradictions, 

in my opinion, concerning which the views of the Administering Authority are 

now requested to be stated. 

I should ·now like to come to the following questions. In the observations~ 

on the Visiting Mission 's report, under the heading of"Powers of Mauru Loce.1 

Government Council", the Administering Authority states: 

"The views· expresi:;ed by the Visiting Mission that increased powers 

should. be eiven to the Nauru Local Government Council and that it 

considers the time to be imminent _w~en matters of 1house -keeping 1 can, 

for the most part, be entrusted to the Nauiuans, have been noted and will 

be given careful consideration by the Administering Authority when 
• ·' 

reviei,;ing the powers an_d functions of the Local Government Council in 

loca3:- n:a~te:;:s~ '' (T/1460, Section B.) . 

My delegation is not interested in knovring when -the Administering Authority 

will proceed to such an examination because, as the special representative 

himself has admitted, this question has always been under study. My delegation 

rather would like to know when the results of such a review will be transmitted 

to the Trusteeship Council. 

to ask, 

Consequently, that is tlh.e first question I wish 

My s~ question is as f'ollows: could these results be included in the 

next annual report of the Administering Authority? My delegation vould also ---like to know whether such results could be transmitted to the Trusteeship 

Council in the for~ of a plan providing for the gradual introduction of measures , 

and this in conf'ormity with the resolution passed b/ the Trusteeship Co~pcil. 

My delegation would also like to know whether the first stage in that plan 

might include relaxing restrictions in giving powers to the L 

whether they coul extend fref'dam of action of tb1;1 Go1;errrn1eat Gomrnil :iv J ocaJ ---------m~- We should like to know whether such an initial stage ruight provide 

for the encouragment of the Governrr.ent Council by concrete measures allowing 

t hero to use the present powers irhich they have to establish taxes. We should 

also like to know whether that sta3e might provide for the lightening of the 

administrative burdens of the Council so as to allow the Council to make full use 



• t -: ~· . . -~ . . . . . . . 

(Mr. Mufti,· United Arab Re!)ublic) : •• 

: ·. .. .. . .. ' .... ., ... -. 
of its powers.:to deliberate upon imp~1:ta.nt mo:i?t~rs! Could these administrative 

ta.sks vhich::th~ Co\1ncil :i~ now pe:;f~rming. ~~t . be ~ntrusted to som~" other 

organ whi cl1 ·,-,ould -b~ : somethi~g iil~e ·a: muni~ipal -~~u~~il '? For ~~a~Jlle, .. I 

would say that the Local Council at the present time is concerned with the. 

painting o..f_.ier±ai11 buixdiugs • . I ~u;t say th~t this is a very insigni fic~nt 
~ . . : . ,· ~ . : . . . . , . • , . . . . 

matter . 

Along the same 

restrictions at t he 

line of idti~-~; mJ dele0

gat_i~n '.:~~-;id {i~e . t~ . k~ow ;!let her. 

pres·e'nt 'time . ar~ :~•eimp~s~_i: ·u~o~ -~h~ c~~duct" of d~b~te-~ 

in the Local Council . • we· know· in eff~~t that this Council h~s _twp types . . 

of meetings , ·weekly Ill~l1~S p~esi
0

ded -~ver b; .the Prin~i:pa;t. C~i ~f , : :a,nd mo~thl; • •' . 

meetings p~ehided. over oy th/ Aaiiii:dist;~tor :hi-~self :· •• , ~i~ 'a.'~i~~ation: WS>~ld .l~}~e ,' . . 

to know whether the c·cnduct. ·of th~ . a.e·b~t~ . and. the : p;oc~dure.s_··~~-~- i
0

d~nti~al .in •• •• • 
. . ' : :. . · . . ·.•. . ' • . . . 

these two types of ' tne~ting~ 'and· whether th~· Go.ver·n,ment Cou'\'.)cil, i? e;npowerE)d to :. 

-cake decisions during these two types of meeti~gs ··or · whith~i·_·1.i~ pow~·:i;-s·. to tak~ . 
. . ·. . . . . ' · 1: • : • ~ · : • : • • . . • • : ·, • . . - ·. , • • • • 

such decisionJ ·are . re'stri~tea: ·to 'tho~e roeetinis pre~id~d ~yer by. the Aa.roiniq~r~tor . 
• . . • ,•:'; •, • • . : t · • • • • • • 

" ' : .. . ·: . 
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My delegation also woul d like to know whether the principal objective of 

such an over-all plan coul d not be the gradual transf ormation of the Goverr.ment 

Council into a legislative body. I will proceed to -my following questions when 

I have received a reply to all these questions . 

Mr. JONES (Special representati ve): I think the Council will appreciate 

that the question on pol itical development put by the representative of the 

United J\rab Republic comprises at least twelve • separate questions . \-Jhilst I 

have a very good memory and I have made a few notes here, I would feel and 

I would. ask the opinion of the President of this particular matter - - that if 

I am to have questions of such a nature addressed to me th~y should be addressed 

to me in writing so that I may have the opportunity of replying to them fully . 

I find it impossible to memorize, even with notes, the number of questions that 

have now been asked. If' the questions were put as single questions, I would be 

quite happy to deal with them, b.ut there are so many questi ons that, though .I 

could probably deal with some of them, I feel it would be ver-y difficult to 

answer all of them from the few notes I have . I want to give the inforl!lation; 

I want to assist the Council , but I cannot do so properly when twelve questions 

are asked at one time . 

'l'he PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The representative of the 

United Arab Republic preceded his _questions with certain corunents and 

observations which were to clarify the meaning of those questions . I wonder 

whether the representative of the United Arab Republic could not repeat the 

questions one by one . I think that the special representative will _recall the 

preliminary observations, and when you put the questions to him one by one he 

will be able to give a reply. 

Mr . MUFTI (United · Arab Republic ) ( interpreta.t ion from French) : My 

first question cleals with the contradictions which exist between the statements 
---

ma_ge by the representative e'.t--the Administering Authority concerning certain 

aspects or matters whjcb are brought up ip -my observations. I should like to 

1mow the views of the Administering Authority concerning these contradictions 

which I brought out . That was the first question that I asked. 
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. Hr . JOllES (Special-repr-esentative): · My-' reply to tha-t:; is': ·t,hb.t ·a:re'• , 

the contradictions? 

Mr. NUFTI (United. Arab Republic) (·inter:pretat'ion t.r~m' Fr~nch) : I do 

not ·want to read my speech all over a.gain, but I will make special mention of 

t.he fact that the .contradiction, l'Thich I consider to··be·fundainental j · is the .. · : 

fact that on the one h ~ it is said· that self- goverrffeent at polfti'cal ·development • ·;=::.-=~=-=:_;;;:.;:....;.::.;=---.;::.;_;;~~..=::.......:..:.~--
of the Territory has nothing to .. do with· the future of the Nauruahs • and on the 

other hand that no plan _can be s ubmitted in the polit.ical • field b'ef'ore :such a 

d-ecis ion has been. ~aken by t he Ho:m uano with rngar a. te t.be'i r future .,·· This is · 

tlie contradiction. that . r. should like .to have explained. 

Mr . .. KELLY (Australia): I want to be. of. assistance at this stage:. · The 

suggestion has been .made t hat there.is a contradiction apparently between two . . ~ . 

statements made eit1:lel;' l?Y . the ?pecial .. representative or: by. ·myself or · between 

two statements me.de by . €:ith~r of us;. · I have v1ith .me a:t: the -mcment the provisi6hai. 

verbatim recor ds of the :973rd and 974th meetings ., .. To ·. clarify· the .. existence ~or 

other,~ise of :this alleged. confli-ct qr contradiction, ·1 -should be very grateful· 

if the representative of the United Arab Republic could r efer us to t he 

particul ar passages which have given rise in his mind to the thought that a. 

contradiction esists . 

:Mr. MUFTI (United Arab Republic) (interpretation from French) :- r' ·do not • 

have before me these verbatim records , . but I •will put my question ·'{n: a·nother 

mar.ner:,. I should like to ask the SJ?ecia.L reptesen:tative whether he :feels that 

the measures wh;L<;!h must be taken in the political. field mu.:st · be· ~ub~_!~;i.t10.tg,1 ~ . • -- -------------------------- • the decision Which the Nauruans will be cal led upon to take with regard. to their· 

future resettlement . This is a direct question which I am holT putting without 

mentioning the con.tradic~:Lons any more . 

Mr. JONES (Special. representative): In no way are -our preparations or 

our obligations uµder the Trusteeship Ae;reement with regard to their political 

development subordinated in view o-:f the .fact that it is probable that they may 

have to be resettled .in another area. · I thought I had made it quite clear t hat 
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we a.re going ahead with our responsibilities ' and obligations in all fields of 

advancement, · but what I did say· was that · it may be effected if and when a decision 

is me.de for ·their resettlement, but it ·is not subordinating or influencing our 

present actions with regard to their political development. 

Mr. MUFTI (United Arab Republic) (interpretation from French): If I 

understood the statement , which has just now been made, . there would be no obstacle 

at the present moment which would 1<:.eep politi caJ me-asures · from being introduced 

in the Territory. If this indeed is the case, I should like to go on to the · 

second series of my questions . 

In t his second series of questions, I refer to the observations of tbe 

Administering Authority concerning the report of the Visiting 1,11ssion with regard 

to the __ powers of the Nauru Local Government Cmmci J , The Adnlinistering Authority 

stated that it had· ta!~en note of these observations aod that the administration 

was ready to investigate tbe -vpinion of the Visiting Mission to the effect that 

the powers of the ·Local Government Council might indeed be broadened and certain 

local or housekeeping matters might be entrusted to it. I should like to know 

when the results of such a review Will be transmitted to the Trusteeship Council 

and whether these results of the review could be included in the next annual 

report t o the Council. 
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Mr. JONES (Specia~ repr~s~ntative) : The Administering Authority has 

. underta'.ken to. give . consi dera: t~o.n to. r~view the., j?o~-;e:rs and · function~ of . the 

Local Gove;·nment Council., ,and the C~~ncil :~~b. a:~cept tbe. fact that that will be done 

although as I have already me~ti9r1ed, ·1ri practice, ·:the·.Co1.mci~ -,~s c1lways more 

or less under review with the hope that it ·...,;{11: b·e :possi ble to .extend further 

:powers to .them. · The . first step, if any is tak~n, will oe,.as mo+e or less . '• . : . ,·· ... \ 

suggested by the:Visi-ti::15 Mii;sion, _in regard t o'·· l:ious2kee1>tng:!)o:wen'? • Any change 

ma.de in rega1·c1 to the. :po~.-1ers .of } ·,11~ Locai • do,;errizieri:t Counqi.l..yj J?-r~e.""'□A-o.fl:· -n:atter 

of~e and: routine, be included in the · next e.nm~al .re:port .• : ,. 
~ 

Nr~ ·~u}~l- (Unit~a. Ara~.,~e~ubl~~) (interpretation_: fr9m_ E'r~nch) ·: - I 

thank the · special r€preseq.tati.ve for ti1i's sthtement . 

it . I would. like to go on to:· ~y' ne~t ·c.;_~J.estiori . • : 

'I- wil~ . . ta,ke a.ccount· of • 

.. : ~ :. 

My delegation. wou:!.:d l::L~~ to kno·,~ ·~11l~th2r ·the results_ ,of t b' s; _-ev:L~r mj'ghf. • ••• 

be transmi tt~d i!1 . tz-.e form. ~.'f: . ~· plan. ~~; • p·i•~gr~~;e :which 1:1ould ·p;o·;~.c~e··. ·fo~- cer•t:iri: 

stages at -which cer.tain mes,,=,,r.·es, • spread out o\r"'r, • .. .. '."'.:. .. : . 

introduced; and. if th<2 ftrct ctage oi' . E::ucl: a. '.rrl J.n 11j;g\:i,~~ .p1·:oviq.e: f~r th~· gradual . 
-~ . ' . : . .. . . ·~ .. . . . • . . 

lifting of restrictions ~n.<i. the. broadenj_:1~ ; 61' the · fre.edqm ._of action of' the • 
• , .1·· · · • ,. '1 : 

Council ? 
.. • ·.·' 

• • .. . , ; : .-.:·. ·: . ' ,. · J.. . 

Mr . JONES (Special representative) : ·we will take note of the ::;ugges..,ion · •. •, 

regarding a plan; ho"vrever , es sr,ccia.1 rer,rer.;entc.t::ve I a-c1 not i-.1 a posi-~vion 

to say that any information provided to the Council will be in the :i.orm of a 

plan; but it will give full information with regard to any additional po~ers 

that liave been granted to the Council or any change with regard to their present 

:pcrwers ond res:ponsibili ties . 

Mr . MUFTI (United Arab Repub.lic) (interpretation from French): I me.de 

this suggestion concerning the administrative powers which the Local Government 

Council exercises a.t the present time, and which we feel to be of' a very 

subordinate nature . My suggestion v1as that these se~dary administrative powers 
~ 

mjght be entrusted to another organ, like a :municipal organ -- municipal council . 

I ·wonder whether my suggestion could be contemplated? 
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Nr. JONES -{Special r(;!presentative): I am not too clear why the 
~ ,. . .. ., ..... ' -- .. 

representative is making thi~ suggestion, because at the present time the powers 

of the i~auru Local Government Council°. a.re greater than the powers that are 

normally granted to a -municipal councii; · in fact, they have .the powers of a 

municipal council plus advisory powers in regard ' to ordinances affecting the 

Territory generally. 

I think it might be just as well at this stage if I repeat some information 

in regard to the po·wers of ·the Council. I might add that it will take up some 

time, and it is merely repeating -what I have told the· Council on· several occasions, 

but as the question has been asked, I shall inform the Coun·cil once again of the 

powers 01:· the Nauru ·Local Governir{ent • Councii. • 
11The Council is a body corporate with p·erpetual succession and a 

comnon· seal and is empowered to acquire~ hold, and· dispose of real and 

personal property, to enter into contracts, to institute and defend 

actions; suits and other legal proceedings, and to do all things necessary 

for carrying out its powers and functions. ' It may advise the Administrator 

in relation to any matter affecting Nauruans·, including the making of 

new·ordinances and regulations and the repeal or amendment of any 

existing legislation, and slm:11 have such powers and functions ··as are 

provided by or under this or any other ordinance. 
11The Council, the Head Chief -a·nd a . Councillor ·: shall ·perform the 

duties and fulfil the obligations imposea· Ul)on it or "him by'" this ordinance 

or by any other law in force in Nauru; subject to the laws of Nauru, 

generally naintain peace, order, and good government areong the 

Nauruans; and ir1tervene for the purpose ·of preYenting~and _to the best of 

its -ability prevent, the corunission by any Nauruan over ·whom it 

or he has authority for any offence against a law of Nauru. 

"Subject to the :provisions also of eny otlier lnw in force in Nm1.ru and to 

· tl:\e a:pproval· of the Administrator, the Council may organize, finance or 

engage in any .business or enterprise; carry out any works for the benefit 

o:f the Nauruans, either generally or in particular districts, and 

-provide or co-operate with the Administration of Nauru or other body 

in providing any public or social service~" 
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11The Council mei.:y rriak~ "rttl~s .not inconsistent -~i':tth ar1y· act, or. ordinance 

or .any _instrument, inc·l~di~g r~-~~1.;tions made :0thereunder ·in ~~rce ;in Nauru 

• \ • .fo;· ·;egulating 'the conduct of. 'its ;us_iness and for 'the p~ace, o~de~ and 

• w·~{f~re of the'' Na uruans/' an'd, i~. p~-~ticular:, for. reg~la ting the manner . in 

' 'Whi.c:ti -the ,Counciilors shall elect one of their number·to be Head Chief 
.:. ., . 
regulating the time, pla?e and_ Inf1:nner ;Of- ·its. :nieetings, and the order and 

conduc~ '. of its busi~ess·.n' 

Well,,._.it goes on~ Petha:ps that will be su_fficierit to indicate, but it -is 

q~ite •• a _·_~;m]?_rellens:L·~~ -iist of'rnat_ters under _which .it may make rul~s, and it also . ,- -· • • 

include? 1 . if: J : may· merit ion this : 
,, . 

11The Council may impose, colle~t ~nd levy rates ana> taxes to be paid 

b:y _ijaur,u_ans: and Pacific ·1si~n~ers, . a .s , .defined by'· th~ Naurua~ Ccnmiunity 

' -~~d_~·n;~~.e, : charge·· fees 'or ' make_~ ~barges_. for . services -:r·encier·~a by . the Council . . .. ~ . . 
or_ by. persons .employed by th~ ·council .1' 
I -~c~i~k-- it, will be quite:. cie:ar ', th~t. t~e .Nauruan Local -· dove~ent Council 

·. ' - ~;···. ·f-. -~ . · ·• : . - .-. . . ... : .·. :· . ::.." ~· • • . . . . .. 

already hc1s -:tl~,e_ usual :powers ·granted :to a ~unicipal body ·plus a very i;mportant 

-~~~{s'~~y :r~~~t.ion. in :regarci' :to· Na~;~ .gener~lly. : : •. • • , • •• 
- - ', :_. . . .. . . . .' •'. '. . . 

, : - . ,. r _ '.· 

. •,: ~lr .. ,MlJJ,i"rI : =(Uni te;d . 'Arab :Rep~blic.).. ( interpreta tioh from. Fren~h) : I would 

like t~- thank the special r'ep.rese~ta.ti ve for ., this informll.tio·d -~;hich he ha,s ' just 

suppl~ed. ! . waR verJ' -·well: ~cqua.inted with the_ long list ~f powers which the . . . . . _ _ . . . . . . ' ' 

Governme;r1_t Council· has; but that ·"?as nqt . tl)e g_uesti'on. • I did not mean to say 

that the present: .po-wers on' th~ books were too few. . But it seems to me that the 

Goverl"..men:t·. Counc-11·.now·: -is overburdened with certain= very sub.sidiary and ....... . .• , . . . . - ; 

se_conda:ry . tasks;. and 'this: somewhat k~~_!he (2_o_~cil · from exercising its higher, 
. • ~ -;--s ' • ~-- . -----------·· •' 

more important p<:>wers . • Therefore, I wanted to know -:wlie'.fher it would not be 

pos~;;;;;l.,_the ·burden of the Government. Council so as. to allow it to 
. ----- ......... • • 

take up more important matters. That is the _crux of the matter. But I do not 

want to p_re5-s . this point, and I will go on to_, another question • 
. . 

My, d~;Legation would like to know '.::!,1ether restrictions~ed upon the 
--.,__ __ 

conduct of the debate -in the G_overnment _ G_quncil, and whether. the Goveri:,~~ ------------:---.:.... __ __.:.~-_:__----:.,__~ ___ __;_.-_ 
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(Mr. Mufti, United Arab Republic) 

Council takes decisions at all meetings ,:1hich are held either v1hen presided over 

by the Head Chief or -when presided over by the Administrator; ·for example, if 

the Administrator can oppose having certain questions debated in the . 

Govern.~ent Council7 

Mr. JONES (Special representative): There is complete freedom of 

debate in the Council, and the meetings at llhich the Administrator is present 

are held in exactly t:ie same manne,.: as when tha Head Chief presides . 
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Mr . MUFTI {united. Arab, :.ftepublic) (interpret,<;3,t~on ri·~m F'rencrd ~ . I 
. , : ) .:. i' . '. 

should like now to go on to my next question. •• • 

~its ~:!en~ieth session, the Truster:ship Council felt tiw.t· ·~ 

~ ~ulations could be furth.~r .i.~pr9ved if the supervision of the balloting '".as • 

no"texercis~· oy the f.dministrat~r hiinself. and. if all contested motions were . . ' .. , . .. .. 

examined by e. tribunal· . . . Follo~ri.~g · that tecom.rn~ndation, the Administ.ering , .uthority 

declared in its annual rel)ort·:·~~r 1956-57 tl).~t;- tl1e -A~m1nistration e~~isaged· by 
·. ' , 

means of an amendment to the Ordi nance ,.1j_th respect to ' the Government Council the.· 

withdra.waJ. :frcrJ. tbe Adminis trator aJ: lxLs functions with regard to the scrutiny 

of the voti ng and the provision of o. central tribunal to hear any protests. 

My delegation would like to YJlOW whether such a measure has been adopted by 

the Administering Authority. If the answer is in the affirmative, then I 

·would like to know why the rei;ort for 1957- 58 does not mention this important 

:point . 

Mr. JONES (Special representative): It would appear that there bas 

been..Jl? actu.a.l amerdm'>ln't to tne O:cd1nance . However, I should like time to 

study that because I was under the impression that action was in hand some 

considerab~e time aco to amend the Ordinance along the lines of our reply to 

a resolutic,n on this particular matter . I should like that to stand over, and 

I will reply at the next meetinG after I have had more time to study my documents . 

r.:., J'.tJf:'l'I (United Arab Republic) (interpretation from French): Ny 

delegat:io~ hc:~c-.s ti1at the reply will be given before we take up tb~ general 

debate hl?'re cec-:>.'.lSc the reply will determine our position with regc:rd to political 

advt,r_ce::...er,t ir1 the '?0rritory . 

~ We go on now to the judiciary. We note that the judges of the Central Court 

~ \. ~ cf the App-.2al Court cannot be recalled except by r eason of incr:im:retency., 

proven misbehaviour or in.c~paci ty. He also note that such a. gu2.:::-c1.:lt(:z does 

not exist 1,:::..t.h 1';'){:fH'<:' . to ;juc.c;es of the District Court ~1no c::...n be ::c,.,,..: "~·.'.l:')d at 

any momer;t oy t::.:e i\J r,,j~:i r:tra-~or witr.out a.ny reason be5.ng g i·:en . t,;y i~.::.cgation 

would like to knew the reo.son why such a. guar~n:.ee is not also app'.l.ied to the 

judges of the District Court and ·whether the guarantee in question can ·be invoked 
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(Mr. Mufti , United Ara"b Republic) 

with ree;ard to the functionaries of the Central Court and the Appeal Court. 
·, . 

Finally, we should like to know if there exists a disciplinary council or 

committee which determines these cases of incapacity or misbehaviour or whether 

the Administrator himsel.f decides whether such is the case. 

Mr. JONES (Special -representative): The provision as mentioned by 

the representative is exactly _as it is shown in the report; that is, the • 

Administrator may relieve an officer of the District Court of his functions . 
. . . 

There is no committee. It is purely at the discretion of the Administrator. 

Mr. MUFTI (United Arab Republic) (interpretation from French): I now ;:> 
come to my last question, which is as follows . What would the attitude of the$ /-,: 

Administering Authority be in the eve~t the interest of the Trust Territory~~ 

came into conflict with the interest of the phosphate mining company? What . ~ 

are the means of action available to the Administering Authority to face up to ~ , 

such a situation? We should like to know whether the Administering Author_ity . j 
intends to make use of the means of action available to it? As I read over the • 

provisions of the special agreement concerning the exploitation of phosphates, 

an agreement which the representative of the Administering Authority was gocd 

enough to make available to us, I note that the freedom of action of the 

Administering Authority with regard to the phosphate mining company is very 

restricted. · I will not go into detail with regard to these provisions . at this 

stage or ·our work. The Administering Authority, on the other hand, has undertaken 

certain o"bligations under the Trusteeship Agreement and the Charter of the United 

Nations . We might recall here that Article·103 or·tne Charter provides that 

in the case of a conflict between the obligations of a Member State by virtue· 

of international agreements and its oblisations by virtue of the Charter, the 

latter shall prevail. ----It may be that this situation has ·not yet arisen . Consequently, the 

Administering Authority may not yet have· paid attention to: it. However, it would 

seem that unless the advanced development of the phosphate industry, as announced 

by the company in question, is accompanied by satisfactory control so as to 

distribute the profits satisfactorily and in the interests of the Territory, this, 

in my opinion, may constitute such a situation. 
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. ' 
f\K..a.Y I thank· the· representative of the United 

Arab Repub1ic for his question which in form appears to have a juris~ic 
' -: · 

characte~ and which I, for one, would like some ·t·1me to consider. While I am 

considering his qu~stion I might perhaps direct his attention to Article 80 of 

the Charter of the U~ited Nation~ which might help him to : so:l.ve ~ome of the 

problems of !l· _largely hyp:,th:tical character, · which have .. arisen from his reading 

of the sever:al.. ag_reements relating to the island of Nauru. 
. I ' ~ • • ' .. ' 

· .Mr. MUFTI . (United Arab Republic) ( interpretation from French): I did 

not understand this reply very well~ Ishould like. to know whether a reply to 

my question will. be supplied to my d·elegation·· before the· general o.ebate takes 

place. 
. , 
• ' 

y 

., . . 
Mr. KELLY (Australia.): We shall certainly do the repr~sent_ati ve of 

the United Arab Re~ublic the c~urtesy .. of very carefully considering the question 

that he hs3.s put .to us. But if it i's a· question that raises h)'Fothe.tical 

juridical consid_era~ions it may not be possible for me to furnish him tomorrow . . . ~ . . . . 

with the reply that ·he . l-rould regard as eminently . satisfactor:y. But I will do 

my best to furnish ~i~ with a reply that the Australian delegation would consider 

satisfact_ory. 

• ~EAN- LOUIS (Haiti) (i;,t·erpretation from French): I still have a 

few questions ·.:to put .. to the special representative, · but m0st of, them. have bee.n 

dealt with in the _questions which were put to the representative~ of the 

Adninistering Autl1ori_ty by delegations who spoke earlier, specifically th~ 

delegations of India and the ~nited 1~rab Republic . However, .·I t\1iI:-l-c . there 

are certc.in nuances . :which can . be clarified by the special re:pres_entati ve •. 

~ . l'/iy· first .quest:i,on is as follo~is. t~embers of · the Local Government C9u.."!cil 

Have submitted to. the Visiting Mission a ·request containinc; six .prop0s~ls which 

, JJ ~ould increase:,the :i;:oue?'."s of the Cound l. Without rejecting this reqvest 

r"" categorically, the ~inistering ituthority has replied 8enerally. thct more 

~tensive powers will cot g~ven to th~ ?6uncil tmtil it shcws more di{igence 

in ex~rcising the powers that it enjoys at pre·sent . 



AH/wb T/PV .975 
21 

(Mr . Jean- Louis , Haiti) 

There seems to be here an antagonistic point betweeµ the Council and 

the Administering Authority . Could the special representative tell us what 

prompts the Council to neglect its powers , which are very restricted, whilst 
·-

at the same time it now requests more extensive powers . What is the reason 

for this? Could the special representative clarify this point? 

Mr . JONES (Special representative) : I really have nothing t~ add 

to what I have already said on the matter of additional powers for the Nauru 

Local Government Council . I am not in a position to say why they are not 

exercising their powers to the full extent or showing the amount of initiative 

that we had hoped for . During the questioning period so far., the matter has 

been covered and certain reasons have been put :forward to which I have nothing 

to acld at the present moment . But it may be that if they are given1 shall we 

say, more autonomy in certain housekeeping reatters , that may be an added 

encouragement to them to take e. more active part . 

llit . • ·JEAN- LOUIS (Haiti) ( interpretation from French) : I wanted to have 

these explanations with respect to the powers of the Local Government Council 

for as I said in my first questi on, in its reply to the report of the 

Visiting Mission, the. Admi nistering Authority has refused to g_iv.e consideration 

to the suggestions that were made by the .Local Government Council because, 

allegedly, they w~re not exercising with due diligence the powers already 

possessed . During the present debate the Administering Authority has admitted 

th"at fuMher powers would nevertheless be- granted to the Council . __ .. , .. 

My second question relates to this same issue . I would like to ask the 

special repr~sent ative whether it might not be possible , with a view to 

stimulating t he zeal of the members of the Council, inducing them to exercise 

the powers they possess , to take steps which would grant them some degree of 

power of decision in the matters that are already delegated to them, • In reading 

the docunents which• we ha.ve before us, it is easy to realize --. and I do not know 

whether I am wrong -- that all .decisions of the Council are subject to the 

approval of the Administrator. 'Ihey have no power of final decision en any 

matter . All of them are subject to the discretionary power of the Administrator . 
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• • • • i: 

(Mr . ·Jean- Louis., ·H-;iti) 

~ i.: ,: 4 • !_ I , \ ~ 

MY _ qy.esticn _then is whether by ~ray of .· an inducement , . it might not be 

possible to delegate ·to them a '· certain number of matter,s over which they would 
: ·, . , :; ... i"" • . . ~: ·.. . • . . . . . . ' ' ; • ' • . 

have final.power ot.·dec:i:sion ·\,itliout ·being subject to the veto of the 

Administrator, Could the special representativ_~ reply ,t _o_ the suggestion, 

., 
l-lr • . JONES (Special representative) : I think. that when we refer to 

gi~ing them more autonomy- in regard to housekeeping matters , that ·is reall y 

the sa.me as, l1hat the representative of Haiti is now saying . Tnat will b_e given 

consideration~ I would like at this stage -t;,o say a few words ~n regard to the 

Visiting Miss.ion's ·report· ~nd~'\he 'proposals of ·tne Local Government Council that 

have been referred to by the 'repres~ntativ~- of.Haiti and also by other me~bers . 

If t}:le observations of the Administering Authority are car'efully- ·s t udied, 

it will be seen that it is ·riot' the intention to say "no, no; no" They give 

a very considered reply to each of the proposals and state .that·-consideration 

wilJ.. b_e . giv,en to ,. the ·matter s raised . I just wanted .to mal~e that point so that 

the Trusteeship Council. does not get the impression that the .four· or five 

proposal:s which have bee·n submitted ·by th.~ Nauru Local Government Council to 

the Visiting Mission have been m6re or less refused out of hand·. 

Mr . JEAN-LOUIS (Haiti) (interpreta.tion from French) : Ny third question 

~s to the ele_ctoral Rystera i :R N211.J:.Y . I wou;J..d be grateful to the special 

if he could te·11 me what cond_itions , if any, are required in order 

to siiand for office in .Nauru. I realize full ·vell, and I have read this in 

the report , that any Nauruan, age twenty- one, can stand for office , but are there 

any other conditions ·heoicles the age limit? Fer instance, must one· make a · 

declaration that he ·is standing for office~ What are the conditions in this 

regard in Nauru'Z 

,Mr . JOr1ES (Special representative): . I take it that the representative 

of Haiti has before him the annual report 6f the Territory of' Nouru. The· 
. . 

chap~er which refers to local government is chapter 3, on page 12 of the 

report., and it carries over to pages lh and 15 which deal with suffrage . It 
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(Mr. Jones, Special representative) 

explains, I thin!{, the points on which the representative of Haiti is now 

seeking ini'ormation. If there is any information required in addition to what . 

is shown in the report, I should be very happy to endeavour to provide. i t. 

On page 14 of the annual report, in chapter 5, under the heading of nsuffrage'1 
1 . 

the method of nominating a candidate and other reatters pertaining to the election 

of a candidate is clearly set out. 

Mr . JFAN-LOUIS (Haiti}(interpretation from French): I put this 

question in order to understand better the negligence that has been attributed 

to members of the Trusteeship Council. What I wanted to know is whether there 

is any provision which ol>ligates a member of the Council, when running for 

office, to proclaim his candidacy. Do they have to fulfil certain conditions, 

which consist, for .instance, in stating that they are running for office and 

in making a declaration, or were they selected and told to run fr:,r office'l 

My question is whether they themselves decided to stand for office, or whether 

they were selected by the administration to run for office'l I do not find that 

information in the report . 
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. .. . ._, :· llr . : JOIIBS •• -(Special r epresent;ti ve): 'rhe Admi_nistration in_ no ·way 

·influence's, or takes any a·ction :in- reGi .rd to, ··the ··sel~c_tion _of u can_ilia,ate :for 

: otfice,. The selection' is made by the p~ople ·themselves_; the differ e,nt districts 

nominate in writing those people whom they d~sire to· ctand .for office. I will 

read the relevant paragraph from the report : 
11The nomination of a. candid0:te fo r Cou.'~cillo1? is ef'f'ected '\:)y 

deliveri~g to -the· 'Returning' ·o:rficer, n;t l~t;/than noon o~ nomination 

day, a. prescribed >nomination po.per signed by tbe ca.nclid<;1-te and by tv~o 

or, .more electo'rs ·of :tbe ·eie•·ctorai dist'r:i:ct concerned." (T/1446, p. 15) 
. ·, .. · .. · 

·• ·.' .. V.ir.· JEAN-LOUIS tmiiti} (interpretation from ·F;~ncb): I tho.n1( the 

·· rcpre~ntative fo'r that i •nforroation. 

tlvo· questions now. r~lati
1

ng to the judiciary, but it :wil_l not be . 

o:v ·m~ to put the first be6ause it .. h~s a.lrea.drbeen P}lt by the .. 

,j~resent ive of the United Arab Republic, so I will proceed to my second 

~irion. In the comments of the Administering Authority on the report of t~e 

(,"' "visiting Mission, the Administering Authority draws t he attention of the 

Trusteeship Council to the opinion of the Commonwealth~ c:ffi cers on the ------------------ ~ case relating to the former German wireless station l and. The Administering 

Authority is of the opinion that the~ can be taken before the Nauru courts, 

and that in particular the Central Court is competent to deal with the matter. 

It is fur.tber suggested that both the Administration and tbe Administrator 

might be called as defendants in the case . Since the ~\cl"'ninistrator himself can 

be called as a party to a case before o. lfauru. tribunal, would it not be wise, 

by a reguls tion or an ordinance, to ensure the complete independence of t~e 
-~-·---·------ -----· 

judges by appointing them for a fixed period and _by"1ayin5 dmrn the conditions ____ .. ... .. . --~· ·-----
underwhi-ch tbey can be revoked? --

----· 
Hr. JONES (Special representative): I am not too clear about the 

question, but I take it that the proposal is that the conditions under which 

judges or magistrates may be appointe<l to or removed from office should be 

stated in an ordinance . . If that is the question, it ic alre~dy· covered by the 

Judicial Ordinance nentioned in the report, the provisions of which, as set out 

in the report,are the statutory provisions in relation to the question. 
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Mr. JEAN- LOUIS (Haiti) (interpretation from French): My first 

question, which I did not intend to put because the matter had alree.dy been 

raised by the represientati ve c,f the United Arab Republic, wot1ld have asked the 

specia l representative whether there 11ere nny specified conditions under which 

judges 01.· magistrates could be revoked or whether such a - decision was left 

to the judGement of tbe Administrator. From the reply eiven by the special 

representative to -the representative of the United Arab Republic, we realized 

that the Administrator was the sol~ j1.i.dge of when, how and why a magistrate or · 

judge could be revoked. We wished to apply tbis situation to a given case, the 

case 01' the old German wireless s·cc-,.ticn land. Since the Administrator can be 

called as a defendant in this case, it seemed to us a rather interesting 

si tuatic n : a magistrate can hardly enjoy the necessary independence since he 

can be revoked on the sole initiative of the Administrator who himself may 

appear before the said magistrate as a defendant. That is why I was wondering 

whether the Administration might not be willing, in view of this situation, to 

lay do~m in a n ordinance what the reasons for revocation mi ght be . 

Mr . KELLY (Australia): The representative of Haiti bas raised an 

interesting question in relation to the reply given by the Administering 

Authority with respect to certain claims concerning the old German wireless 

station land. I am rather reluctant, as I would imagine most people with any 

legal training are, to reply off tbe cuff to involved l egal questions . I feel 

that while it is true that the Administrator may appoint a judge of the Central 

Court by cor-d'Uission, one cannot proceed to the conclusion that the Administrator 

could deprive that judge of his juclicia.l status . I tbinli:. the reply of the 

Corcrnomrea l th legal officers is based. upon the fact tbat in ,\ustralia itself the 

Commonwealth of Australia~ontract and in tort iI: the __ courts of 

the CP"nwealth, and that cases against the Commonwealth are in fact besrd and 

determined by judges of the Corm:1onwea.lth. In other words, in Australia itself 

a case against the central Governn:ent is heard in the courts of that Government 

by judges who owe their original appointment to the same Government . I do not 

think any Australian citizen has e::pcrienced any disadvantage as a result of 
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the prac~ice 

(iir . l~elly, Australia) 

which does not, obt..::.in in ·all countries ;..:_ :Of mc:;,l~i~g__tp~,- central 
. ' 
~ . ., ·. . . . 

Government a defends.nt in actions by cn:,izens themselves. In ca se thei·e is any, 

real . inconsistency betveen the gener::.il policy of the l\:dminist1•2,tion to ensure : 
' that the judiciary is quite cli:stinct from the eY.ecutive in rJaurtt and the advice 

tendered _that the A&nihistrator himself might in cert1in Circ:.irnstances be made 

a defendant in a .court the judge of whicll is appointed -b;y~ ti1e Administr::1:tor' s 
. . 

mm . commission; the Australian GovernrJent will undertake to rn:1ke further 

inquiri~s ·and if possible tr.1 to resol-ve the apparent ·'leg:11 :problem mentioned 
~ . . 

by the representative of Haiti . 
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:l:l;r- -. 1'-JDFTI .(United. ~~b.,RepubJ_.ic)(i!;terpr.etati ? n from Frenc~) : I 
• • • • • • . •. " , I ',• ' 

belie ye t~at ~o reply -~vas g_i ven :to_: p~ OF_ my questions ♦ . I. ~S!(ed ,-ihether 
•. · . ~ . 

offi~ic1.ls . . of,t.he Ce~1tra:j.. 9ourt; a.nd--the Court oi' Aope~~ bl:ld. t h"' same guarantees 

as Jud0es r or ·whethe.r . the~~ si!flply had the status of officials . 

I-lr •. JOJIBS (Special representative) : The District Court comprises 

magistrates appointed ·by the i Adr!1:i.ni.s_trator. 
' .. . . ' .· 1\s I baYe_ alreac1y mentioz;ied, the 

. . ·. ; 

arnount of court worl~ in pauru does not , warrant the appoL1tment ?f 
I 
ful?-- time 

.. , . ' • , • . . . ' 

magistrates . For that reason, bon_gurary maaistrates are appointed . . The 

Adm:i:nistr:ator_ ,may .at.,any .ti.."Ile revol~e t he appointment of a m~1;;i.s:tr~te . in the 
' • ,· ' .: ... _,:·~~:.:.. :;,,, .. .... . :-;-,~ 

District Court:. : ,· 

· - JUdGes or magist_rates are .appo~ted to the Centr al Court and, again, they 
' • • • • + •• •, 

may be , renovea from offic~ by tp.e /1dmi11istrator on the Grounds of proved 
.. • . , . : .' . , . . . . . . .. .. ... . 

' .... 
misbehaviour or inca:paci ty. The.re ~s a . difference bet,:een the two courts. 

,;, . ,, 

The Gour:!;, -of' Appep.l .copsists of on_e judge, ·who rn.ai 1?e removed from office 
• • • • 4--. . , • •• ' •,. : • • • · : • • # . • • • ... 

by the Administrator. on t l:;.le grounds of prove,d mi sbehaviour_ or incapacity , • ' •.. . :: . ·· • . ·; : .... . . 

:. . . 
• I·ir . 1-llJFTI (Uni~e9- .Arab ~epublic)(interpretation_ fro~ Fren~h) : . ·r ~ ­

sorry, .. but I -do not think , t hat tl;e special repr~~en~.;ativ~- f~lly ·u~der~td~a. • . . ' . •· , . . : : . . . . 
my question .-. lle know :th~~,,.there, are judses .in the <::entral Court ·ana. the 

. . . .. - . .. • • .· . · . . : . 

· :court of. Appeal who . are p.t,the same time o:fficia_ls . . I '\-T(?Ul~ lil~e to lmow 

whether these official13 . .-~njoy: the. sru.ne 1?~,;iefits, as thf J~d(ies or magistrates. 

::•·. : :.: . : 

Mr . JOI-!ES (Special representativ~) : 'Ihe magist,rat~s appointed to-' 

the District Court do not have exactly the same fumu:nity~ beca~se-~ ~s t have 
pointed out,·t11e Administrator may -remove them _frcm office without the . ~ . • ' . · .. . . 
nece3sity of proving mi sbebaviour .or .. in~ap_acit.y; _whereas , before tlie· macis_trates . . ,. ' ., . : ·.· . ,• :, ,·· . ' . 
and judges. of the Central Court a11d th~ _. ,Court of Appeal may be removed f'ror.i • 

• • ., . . . • • • t 

offic_e , : i t mus·t be .proven that .1:,heJ ba.ve_ _misbeha.v~d or are incapable of 

carrying ·out the :duties o:f tl1e . Courts . .. 
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t;1r. HUFT! (United Arab Republic)(interpretation from . French); Pe:chaps 

I should put my question in another way. What I should like to lmow is whether 

the magistrates of the court's who are also officials may be removed from ·-~ 

for an, reasons other than the two vhich have been mentioned b·y the special 

representative. 

Ur. JONES (Special representative): Yes, they may be removed f'rom 

office by the Administrator for any reason he deems fit. 

Mr . SCL.4!W LOPEZ (Paraguay) ( interpretation fror.1 Spanish): Actually, 

most of my questions bave already been asked by other r epresentatives . I do, 

however , still have certain doubts. Perhaps these matters, t oo, have already 

been raised in previous questions; if so, I apologize. I should, however, like 

some comments on the following question. 

the documents before us, it ·would appear that ti1e ;\dministering 

undertaken studies aimed at f'indin , some appro1')riate place for the 

resettlement of~ Nauruans. It would also seem obvions tl1at t e ettlement 

of a community would require studies on the way i .;n which the final objectives of 

the Trusteeship System are nevertheless to be met. I would therefore ask the 

special representative the following questions: Firty' have stu_gj.P" been. 

undert~--the ways_ in which the Nauruans may be led to the achievement of the 

aims of trusteeship even if tbey are resettled elsewhere? Sec~ly, have 

studies been made on measures to preserve the_~istence of the Nauruan community 
. ~ ------ ------------ --· - · .. -·-

as an entity even if the Nauruans are resettled? ~----

Hr. JOI'IBS (Special representative): I really do think th?-t those 

points have been covered in replies to previous questions. I can thinl<: o:f nothing 

new to add to the information which I have already given the Council. I would 

merely repeat that, while a·waiting a final decision on · resettlement and the 

nature of the resettlement, the Administering Authority is carrying out its 

obligations and responsibilities under the Charter as regards political and 

other development. The final decisions as to whether it will be :possible for 
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(I.fr. Jones, 
Special represe!,ta~) 

tbe Hauruans -to retain their identity, and as to the other mutters referred to 

by the representative of Paraguay, will be m_ade after concrete proposals are 

drawn up and presented to the Nauruan people. 

i-ir . S0IAE0 LOPEZ (Paraguay) ( interpretation f'rom Spanish): I am grateful. 

for that information. I should ·like to explain why I asked .-the question!· '° ·I 

said that it was specu1ative and; also, that if' the :i.n:i:'or.-,:at:i.on- ha~. already _,been 

given-by the special representative in replies to other questions I would merely 

like to have some confirmation. That •is all that I had in mind. 
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Lt1EYS BOUUAERT (Belgium)' ( interpretatibrt -from French): My- , 

only one quest:ion in the 'economic field . Could the . special 

furnish a few further ·explanations or clarifications regarding ·-:;.· _ 

_ the f~whose establishment is planned. The special representative 

stated in his openitig ·statement: ·· • · • .. 

•
11Tl'1e 'pians _. now are ·for; the £700-,- ,f.hich had been . approved. :for the: .. cost Qf· • 

blasting an openirig in the· reef and s0 provide. a -harb6ur for small, boats , .= . 

• ·to be ·used towards the· proyision of a freezer and cool· room. " (T/PV. 972.page- 87) 

A little further on he stated: : • · 
11 It may yet be necessary to have the envisaged boat harbour constructed 

for small boats, and funds will be made a 01ailable for this purpose if 

required.'' (Ibid . ) 

During our visit to Nauru, we were informed that the credit of £700 which 

was voted by the Nauru Local Govern~ent ·council had been originally envisaged not 

to build a harbour but to blow up with dynamite one or several channels in the 

reef which encircles the island, in order to ena~le the fisherrcen to launch their 

boats in deep water without having to carry them over a rather rough and dangerous 

coral reef. 

We were told -- and this seems cbvious to us -- that to buHd a fishing 

harbour, even by w.eans of explosives , could cost £50,000 to £100,000, Since the 

proposed fishing industry will be based on the few fishermen at present livi ng on 

the isiand, would not the Administering Authority think that it would be just as 

useful, if. not more so, to allow the Nauru Local Government Council to carry out 

its original plan, namely,not to build a harbour but to open channels in the reef7 

This would enable the fishermen to go to sea, and it micht even provide an incentive 

for them to be more active and to do more fishing. Once this result was achieved, 

further projects such as cold storage facilities, sales service and so on could be 

achieved by the ~ddition of a cold storage room for the co-operative butcher. This 

would not involve too great an expenditure. Later on, if need be , it would be 

possible perhaps to purchase a boat for deep-sea fishing. As paragraph 51 of the 

report of the Visiting Mission point s out, the British Phosphate Commissioners 

are prepared to allow this boat to use the small· harbour facilities which they 

have built for their own needs. 
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~..r . JONES (Special representative): The plans for the £'7CO 

referred to by t:i.e representative of Belg1.um· was ·for the pu:i:pose of asnisting 

the Nauruan fishermen with regard to the actnal carrying of their canoes from the 

foreshore to the deep water. As will be seen from the plan which is attached 

to the annual report and at the back of the Visiting l"iission's report, the whole 

of Nauru is surrounded by a reef which is almost dry at low water, ahd in• 

launching their canoes and small boats they have to carry them across this reef. 

When we referred to this matter oefore,we referred to blasting and opening 

the reef so as to provide a harbour into which small beats could .be launched · 

at all tides . I think that has perhaps been a little misleading. The proposal 

of the Nauru Local Government Council was to blast narrow channels from the 

deep water to the foreshore, to 'various · parts of the reef where these fishermen 

live, so the boats could be launched straight into the water and more or less 

paddled out into the deep water. 

I wanted to explain that first so that there would be · no misunderstanding 

as to making one b.ig harbour which, of course, would not be necessary for that 

particular purpose . At a meeting in January it was decided by the Nauru 

Local Governn:ent Council that they would prefer as a first step to provide 

a freezer so that they could not only use it for storinG fish, but also for 

storing frui~ and vegetables. It was also decided that at some later date, 

if reasonable :progress was made with the fishing venture, to purchase a launch, .· 

and arrangments were made with the British Phosphate 'Commissioners that their 

facilities for handling boats of that size would be made available to the Nauruan 

people. 

The point made by the representative of Belgium that it might be a good 

thing to go ahead with making the channels for the canoes, as well as building 

the freezer, is a very sound one because it would give the necessary encot1rageruent 

to the individual fishermen to carry on and develop their present industry. I will 

certainly bring that ~atter before the Administering Authority when I get back to 

Australia. 

I might add in passing that there are su~ficient funds froci which 

the Loc::-11 Gove2;·n::e:1t Council could draw thcj_r finances to provide f:::r both. 

The PRESIDENT ( :interpretation.free French}: We will take our usual 

fifteen-minute recess . 
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~BEREEKO .(-~nion ·of 'spviet Soci;ii;t · R~publi~s) (inte1;pretati6n ' 

Russian): My fi;st .questi~n r~l~te~ to ~.,~rid pric~~ • fo~ phosphat~. • • • •• • 
• ' . . ; . ' . . . 

The special ~epr~sentati~e a~d the ~e~resente.tiv~ of the ,Ad:ninist~1:ing .A~thoi·:i.ty ' 

no do~bt hav~ inforw~ti~n .on .the , s~~ject.' ' In th~ ;~port of th'e Visi'ting Mission . . • . . . . . . , . • '. . 
we read that the Local Government Council has been attempting . to obtain 

information 0~ the prices of .pho~phate ;~-~h~ w;rld 'rearkets but without success . 

Perhaps my endeavom•s will be more successful. 

Mr . .JONES (Special ·repr~s-~ntO:ti ve) : I ·-r~gret that I 

at all in regard to the .pric.es ~t ~hi~h ·;hosph~te ·i~ Sellin~ in 
. . . . . . . 

other parts of the world . Of course 1 ·fh~re is apparent1/·'' 
.. . ' 

a world price _such as there . is_ for n:any _other commocii ties . 
• # ; . , 

have no information 

ir.arkets in 

_Mr . OBEEEMKO (U~ion of Soviet Socialist R~·publics') (i~terpretat~on 

from Russian): __ Perha:f?S . .At1stralia imports phosphate from other areas also, 
. . 

~nd in ~ssessing the prices for ph~sphate the prices paid in other countries 

ar<e taken in~o _account • . . AftE;r all, ·the Adruinis~~ring Authority is not 

opel:~ting in, a vacuum. It, .is ~urely ~nf~rrned a~ _''t? what th~ price~ of _phosphate . 
... · - ~ - ... ' . 

~~~s-.sa.y, fr~~~-_countrie.s _other than Nauru • .. Therefore_, . 

perhaps the .special representative coul~ give _the prices which are p~id for 
• . . : . . . ..• . . 

phosphate from other areas . He could :perhaps supply this information at another 

meeting; . I do not want to pres:s . him now. 

. ... • ' . 

, ,: .·•• 
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(Mr: Oberern,_'-{o, USSR) 

My next question is the following, \·ibat is the structure of the prices 

of phosphates? How can they be schematically broten down? So that my question 

might be better understood by the special representative, I would refer him to 

the example of the diagra.7:l which was submitted by the representative of Ne~r 

Zealand when we were discussing Western Samoa; then there was a very eloquent 

blueprint rega:cding the prices that are charged for copra and for bananas , We _, 
would very much like to ha.ve a sirnil~ :i.:ee;erdiua.._ the price:, on phospb~tes , 

Would that be :possible? 

Mr . JONES (Special representative) : In the annual report, from the 

infonuation given in the appendices , and also in the body of the report, the 

f . o .b . price of phosphate can be worked out . Appendix XIII ccnte.ins the f . o. b . 

cost, including other costs; and in the body of the report there is also shovm 

the amount of -phosphate that was shipped during the year. Well, if the 

quantity shipped, and the total f . o .b . price is worlted out , that would give tbe 

f , o.b . price at Nauru . That is the only information that I have available at 

this meetinf5 . 

Nr, 0BERE-1K.O (Union of SoViet Socialist Republics) (interpretation 

from Russian) : I should like to say that I did note that the special 

representative was leafing through a document . Perhaps tl1at document contains 

information that may be of use to us in this regard. 

Nr . JONES (Special representative) : I am looking through the 

annual report to find the table . It was covered by some other document . It is 

the table on page 17 of the report which shous the quantity of phosphate shipped , 

and the f . o . b . _value . 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Frencll): Has the special 

representative onything to add? 

Mr . JONES (Special representative) : Ho . I regret that I have no other 

information except that in the annual report on pages 17 and 67 . I have no other 

information regarding the f . o .b. price or any other cost in relation to the 

production of phosphates . 
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Hr .. 0BEREM.KO .(Union of ::Soviet, Soc.ialis_t .Repu~lics) (int~r,pre:tation from 

Russian) ~ If the special representative :a~9 I are basing_~urs~~ve~ on the _o~me 

document, ·then ~,e will not : get very . far b_~c;aus.e this data does no:L.f.iff 1ro .. iR the 
• .. ---- . .. - . 

infonn~io_n • of:' the .Administering. Author:ity --:- . it do.e.s not.: f'igur~~. in appe11dix XIII 

or · any .'other· place . '.The .:special representp,tive wa~ .l .o-:>king for data on. the . cost. . ' . .. .. ,· . 
of phosphates; ; but this figure · is lmmm. I t has: .bE:.ell .. tl.uoted oy -the .. Admi.nist~ring 

Authority . . Ue read that during .the- year. under . consid~:r;atiqn J,;1.67 , 180 tens .were 

shipped, total value of £21421, 898. Therefore if' you breal\. :this down you have 

approximately £.2 per ton. But that was not what interested me . I lTanted to 

lmow the structure .of · t his p:ric~-·of .,t::.2 -- what is the br;eal~qown?. ,: I~ :you were 

to drm, a ,circle l-ihich you .would the:n. cut up 
0
like a ,P_i~., you • uld see, whllt .would 

be .the .share that is paid t o t .he. :Naur:uons , . . as duty, . the .vario.1~ ::mbdivisions . .. . . . . .. 
of .,this price, :.the amount that goes. t9 amor~ize the to_tal . inv,es.tment , and so on 

and so forth , , ,That is the source _of ~s inter~sted in. 
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Mr . JONES (Speci al !epresentative): I have nothing more to add than the 
.. 

fact that the information available to me is contained in the annual report . 

On page 67 it 9-oes give t _he f ~o . b ~ pri ce, plus the interest on capital, 

contribution to a sinking fund, etc . , but there is no detail of what th.ese aICounts 

add up to. On page 681 other information is given in a general way. I have 

no other information which will assist i n any effort to break down the actual 

costs . 

Mr• OBEREMKO ( Union of Soviet So,cialist Republics) ( interpretation from 

Russian) : If the special representative does not have this data here, I will 

of course no;t insist that he answer me right away. However, this question seems 

to be of importance. Therefore, i f he could find some material to substantiate 

s_uc_h a breakdown, it would be helpful to the members of the Council in 

formulating t heir recommendations regarding the economic situation in the 

Terr itory. Perhaps the special representative might use as an exampl e the 

breakdown that was supplied by the representative o:f New Zealand . That is the 

type of information we would like to have - - a breakdown of the various component 

part s of these prices . 

My next g_uestion relates to the level of e:>.'J)loi tation of the phosphates: 

As _ we _know, the present production level 1s approximately l million tons a 

year as the average output. There is information that tbe Administering Authoriyt'c; 

proposes to increase this output to the level of approximately l,6 million tons . 

I should like to know how this was arrived at . Was it arrived at only by the 

Brit ish Phosphate Corrm~ssi oners1 Were there any consultations with the Nauruan 
. . . 

people_ on the subject? Did the BPC inform the Nauruan people of-the consequences 

of such a sharp increase in output? 

Mr . JONES (Speci~l representative) : The decision to increase the 

annual 9utput of phosphate was reached by the British Phosphate Commissioners, 

but..J?he Nauruan people, thr ough thei r Council_, .J:!.ere kept fully informed of the 

in~s. T;here was no op_posi tion in any ,my to the suggestion . It _;,as also 

carefully explaineu to them that tl1is would mean that the deposits would be 

exhausted in approximately forty years instead of sixty years, as had been 

estimated previously. 
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• ~ :OBERfil<U-::0 (Union ·of Sov1$t Socia.l.ist ::U~pub.l,ics} ( f~?_e~F.! 7tat1on from 

Russia.ii): I should like to :-kno,. ·whetht;?r the :-Br:i,. ti91;1 f l}os_p~~t~ J ~orr.:i_nis~io~~:\s .-. ·: . . 

ever considered the .following question : •.Is it pot, .. Qetter to -cut the output level 
• ....___ . ··· . . . ' 

·-or stabilize it to some .extent so as to ~xte~g. th,e p~rioc;l:.an_~ .- no~ cut it .rro . ... --c 

seventy ··years : to forty ·years 7 

~~ (Special representative) : I can ~ake no comment on that . 

I am not aware of what discussions actually took place when the decision was 

finally :·mad~, •. of~ .course, · ~ii th the approval of the .Administering A,u,~h?ri ty ~ 
. . :. : .• : : . 

Mr. •10BEREMKO (Union of Sovi et Socialist ;R,epu91+_~9) (~1rterp:retat~on . from 

Russian): • The follo~Ting • questi ons: arise: Did th~ Administra'!;or .of the T+':ls_t .: . 

Territory pa-rticjpat,e ;in tbe :wer lt. M- oQes be.: participat.e in the work. of .;the .BPC.?_ 
. . -- = -· · .. ls he informed -ab6ut the meetings that have been hel~?. -Are financial docume~~~- • 

put at his disposal? Does he. know about· .the dec;i.sio_Q_s • of the. BPC? 
-:--_., 

Mi· . 'JONES .(Special representative) : ·, , To: the best of my knowl~dge and ·: . 

belief, the Administrator is concerned only with the administration of _law. and 

order and other generki.1· ma.tte·r·s· df adininist.ration and, in· no way_ interf~res: so far 

as the m~nagerial s;ide of the Brit~ Pbo~te ,eo1itfflics.;!;0Pers_ :I<,, _ co~erned. _He -~---- -----
·· .-vio~id' ·therefore riot · kndw,' as it were., of the internal management or the detail~ 

of'·t ·he internal mkna:gem'e'rit . ' . 

Nr. OBEREM:K'.d ·(-Un16n-·of Soviet Sociali st Republics) ; _(-interpre,tatipn. from 

'Rtis.sian) : • I ·th.ank the siecial re::presentative :·for .such .a ver.y conclusive -repl_y. 

J would now like to put a question regarding the possib1li ty · of pu~lis_hin e 

19~ h ,the , changes which were i~o~~-ced . I should like to know 

·whether it ·can be circulated as an -trroraI"" document of :our ·cu.-.=_.,,..,_, . Perhaps ·we 

couid • decide this -~ J)assiint·. Theref'6re t am also J)utti:ng my .question to -the _:. , . 

President of the·· ·council ahd to the tepresentati ve· of: ·the .Adrnin~stering _Autho:ri ty . 

Wo~ a'. it be.l)ossib le to · sue this document as· a · document of the Council s9_ .:tl1nt 

1:t would be_ pe· ~anently ·a.t l1~md? .. , ... . .., .· 
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I should like to ask the 

representative of Australia what he thinks about this. He did submit this 

documentation to the Council . · Perhaps he could .:reply to the re:presentati ve of 

the Soviet Union with regard to what extent, form and degree of publicity.might 

be given to this document . 

/ 
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.. . ' ' .. .. . ~ 

' • • • ~ • "j,.: ••• • •. 

Mr. KELLY •
0

(1rn~,traliaS: As far a.~ \he Aus.tralt?n Gov~:rnment, is . 
. , 

concerned and as far as the Administering Authority is concerned, the w~t 

publicity has been given to these two agreements, both of ,rhich have been 
~ • 

ermexed to Acts of the several parliaments concerned directly, or indirectly, 

with the Administration of the Trust Territory of Nauru. If the Council should 

take a decision to circulate these agreements in the form of a Council document, 

then I suggest that the ~tariet m_;_gl¥t, obur±n the text from the official -la.ws of tl]P. Col!!l!lonwealth of Australia, the Dominion of New Zealand and __ the 

United Kingdom of Gre~Brita.Jn a.nd ~the;~ Ir~lan~. ---------------· -· 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French) : I would like to know 

whether Council members have any objection to having this published as a 

United Nations document, taking into account, naturally, the observation of the 
• · ·--, -- --. 

representative -of Australia with regard to the procedure to be adopted by the 

Secretariat in order to obtain an authentic text . 

It appears that there are no objections to having this reproduced as a 

United Nations document. 

It was so decided. 

Mr. 0BEREt--!K0 (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation 

from Russian): I would lil{e to put a few questions in relation to this l.919 

Agreement . J..t the last meeting we already dealt with the me.tter as to who 

o er-all sovereignty over the phosphates, the sole resource of the islanders . 

In Article 6 of the Agreement of 1919 we read the following text : 

~he title to the phosphate deposits on the island of Nauru and to 

land, buildings, plant and equipment on the island used in connexion 

with the working of the deposits, shall be vested. in the Commissioners .•~ 

The last t ime when I asked who held the ri~_gi,11 this, whether it was 

the Nauruan 1,eo;ele or the BPC, the representative of Australia, Ur. Kelly, 

for some reason, said that ~his metter does not even cow' wj t bj n the purviP.l:l 

of thi§ C" l'!'!.cil when con • dering this si tuetion he Territ , • ., . Yet in 

a1·ticle 6 we find a quite defi~e ans2-rer to this q_uestion. But this~ of 

course, does not satisfy me . I would liree to know vhether the Administering 



. . . , . . 

AW/dk T/PV_. 975 
52. 

(Mr . Oberemko , . USSR) · 

Authority believes that this article 6, • ,:1hich was · included. in the 1919 A~reement • -­

that is to ~ay, many years befor~ the inception of' the Trustee~hip_ Syst,em -- can 

remai n in force and that notwi thstandirig .the Trusteeship .Agreement all rights 

over these phosphate deposits should devolve not upon the Nauruan people but 

upon~ BFC? How can all this be reconciled.? 

Mr . KELLY _ (Australia) : I hope there is no· misunderstanding of the 

comment I made, I thi~l;:, y~sterday. In translation I un~7-r1,to.9,a. the representative 

of the USSR to refer t~e concept ·of' so~igntyr. and: I ~;:S~.r:•-~-1mt I -feltAi/­

it was i~app,rqpriate ~ discuss the concept of sovereignty in this particµJar 
lfe, .u.c.A:c-J t:U, ,,., 

context . • Article 6 of the 1.919 Agreement does not use the expression "·sovereignty11
• 

It refers to 11t__i:t,J.~- to phosphate depodt0 
___ ,.,.------m,,- - .,_______ ______ _ 

,,,- 'rhis,/f\c;reement was in existence between three G_ overnments, it is 
\~ I • 

true, long before the Trusteeship f,greeruent was negotiated a;?there is nbthing • 

in the Trusteeship Agreement which invalidates this Agreement . That i s my reply 

to the question asked of me by the representative -9f the USS . 

Mr. OBEREr-U<O (Union of Soviet Socialist Republi~s) (interpretation 

from Russian) : Of course, · the various juridical provisions that are connected 

vith the Trusteeship Agreement are fairly clear and we will be able to comment 

on them durinc the general debate. My question refers to art icle 12 of this 

same Agreement of 1919. Article 12 says that in the event that there would-.£§L 
- -

any profits as a result o f the sale of phosphates , tl1ese profits would be handed 

over'ny the Coromiss i one1·s to t he t hree GaverrmPnts of the Uni ted Kingdom, New -Zealand and Australia , I would like to know how this talces place in practice . 

How are the profits allocated? 

Mr. J O~'.ii:8 (Special representative): The basic point is that although - ... .,.~ . .... -... .. 
that provision appears in the Nauru.Agreement, the Phosphate Commissioners 

are a non-profit- making concern. The industry is not run along those l ines . 

It is merely run to cover the expenses of the production of the phosphate , 
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(Mr. Jones , Special repr esentative. 

It will be seen from the statement of: ascou..i:i.ts of the Commissioners , contained . 

in Appendix XIII of the annual report, that the actual balance for the year ' s 

operat ion w~i\( ~4_,?~? ... ;:. ··.: T.1:+~: .. "Galance carried forward in the previous year was 

£21~, .~81. That was carr.ie~ :-fo:i;-ward ~d_,?-bl?or1?~9- ;iri .the ~anagement >Of t he industry, 

l~~V.il:l~ a ba~?.nc:e at _the eng, ,:of }:,h~ curl:'.en~ y~;:i.r. of . some £4,000 .. . J.:o.r that 

reas_()~, o~ ~01:1r~~' -. t4~re ~a~;--~~~n~_llCJ ~istri:l;m~i<:m .•... · ;rt. bas bee~ . .a. purely 

non- profit-making . c_pncern •. The,.Co.cmJissioner.s merely endeayqur to just ~over the . .. ~ . . : . . .. ' . . . . . -
costs of producing the phosphate . . '.:: ' ' · . .', . 

_Mr . OJ;3I.IBEMKO (Unioo. of .,Soy,:i.,et -Soqie.list ReIJ.ubl:ics ) . ( in,terpretat ion .. · ' . • . .. .. ·. ', . .. 
frop ~u~ ~~an) : _The :r:epr._es_~nta ti ve . q_f . Jh~ Admiq.tstering A~t.hqri ty says . that the 

BPC is a. non- I>t:-:>:f;i.t organization • . That, . of .cmn-;se, . ·we know and· we pave . heard : .___ ' ,____ __ 

this _said, repeatedly. i;le can merel:'{ coriclude fr.am this .statement that the 

BPC ~.s there _to s(;:11. the phosphati.;;s at.;-the lowest possible price . .In -.other -. :. ·.,·., ~. .. . ... · . ,: , , . ' . . : . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 
words, the phosphates are sent to the Unit~d . Kinsdom, .. Au-stra.1:1.:a ,and' Nev Zealand. . .. ' . . ' . . . , . 
at the l~w~st possib.J.e .cost, ._ .. whic:h ,does not even involve profi;t of c1n:y: type for . .. ·.. . . ... ... . :. ,, . . .. ... ····· ' . .. . . . . . . . 
the .BPC •.. Ther:_efm.~e, t):le .concealed profit, in a way, devolves upon. the Administering 

. : . . . : . .. . ,• . . . .. . ., . ' •, . . . . ' . . ' . . ... . . . . 
Auth_o_rity_ • . . That , is why I pu'j;. my quest.ion regardiqg .the ,,or ld pr.ices Qn phosphates , 

. . . ... ; ·, • • , . ... ~ . ~ . . . • • • • • • • ' ' I ' • • • • • . M • - -

so that it might be ]?Opsib)..e to c;,ompa.X'.e. th~ two figures .and see _the relationship 
I • • •• ; • • • • ' ' • ' 

between the prices that have been set by the BFC,which is alleGedly a non-profit 

organiz..at;L<;m, a_nd. tAe _wor1:d p~i?eS _c_~,..ar~ _by .tllose compani es th~~:. ~refit-
--· makip.g._ .. , .. , .. ·.·•. 
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(Mr. Oberemko, USSR) 

If the special representative cannot add anything on this , subject, 1 would 4: 
like to go on to the next article of the 1919 agreement . • In article lli- of -t;he V, 

Agreement we read that the phosphates mined in Naur u are dia tr ibuted according~ 

a certain .ratio -- 42 per cent to the Unit7d Kingdom, 42 per cent to Australia, ✓' 
and 16 per cent to New Zealand. I would like to kno~, whether any of the 

phosphates have been exported to any other country apart from- those three, and 

if so at what price'/ 

Mr . JONES (Special Representative) : To the best of my knowledge and 

belief, and according to the records available to me, the phosphate has 

not been sold to any country apart froin the three named. 

Russian) : 

Nr . OBERil1iKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

From the Administering Authority ' s report and from the report of 

the Visiting Mission, we learn that- in April 1959 t here was to be a conference 

between tl:e representatives of the BPC and representatives of the Nauruans regarding 

a revision of the royalities ! The special r epresentative also re:ferred to this 

matter in his opening statement and I vrould like to know whether he can give 

us any further information on the results of that conference . 

Mr . JONES (Special representative) : The information I gave in my 

opening statement detailed the last action that had been taken in regard to that 

conference . · I stated that the matter s were discussed very fully and very frank~y 

among the three parties 'Who attended the conference, at the end of which. the 

Ccrrmissioners will have had a meeting at which the whole reatter will have been 

thoroughly discussed . The repre.sentative of the Nauruan people, the head chief 

and the Trea_surer of the Council, have gone back to their people and the whole 

matter will be discussed there . · I take it that when both parties are ready 

another meeting will be arranged to come to some final decision in r egar d t o t he 

future payment of royalties . 

Mr . OBEREtvll<O (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)( i nterpretation from 

Russian) : I would like to know what proposals or requests the .Nauruan 

representatives made . We must assume that the Nauruans have certain vi'=ws on the 

,;I 
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subj~ct and the Administration will no doubt be informed about them. It might 

be interestirlg. aisci'\ci·\~~o,; what proposals Were ao.vancea:·i;>the l3F6;\i.~le;s those 
are a state ~ecr~t~; • • _..;.•;.,..·· ~~--:-----,-_...---:--~;;_:,_---~~~--

;. . ·. 

' . • •• • , 1.t. JOilES:. (S~e~i~l\e~r~~entati~e) ·: 
• • • • 'i. : • • • • • • • • • 

I have no lmowledge of· what actually 
.: :· ·. • <" . ....... " • • • . . •. 

took place at the meeting~ · I was not present and I have no documents of any sort 
.. :··. ·: .• ~:. . ; . . . • • . . . . : . 

relating to the discussions which took place. 

general terms the basis on which the meeting was called. 

i,Jr . OBEREMKO (union of Soviet' So~ialist Republics j' c 1hterpreta:tion from 

Russian): Perb~ps .. this information ~ill be available later ; will it appear 
. .. . · •· ~ . 

in a document which the Administering Authority may be able to supply to us1 

. -
!J!.r ~ JONES (Special represent~tiv~) ~ I do not knmr whether- the 

Administering Authority or the parties conce.rned w~uld wish the discussions to" 
-

l:>e. r~l_eased at_ this stage 1 but I can assure the Counc i l that when· the final 

meeting is held and decisions are made full particulars will naturally be conveyed 
:.; : . . , ,. . . . . 

to the _Council . 

t-<•~. OBfllEMl<O (ii~lc~ ::f-S~~ie; ~~ci:ii~: ,~~pu~U~~)(i~~e~pret~tio~ £rbin ' 
~i n) _=. I would like to return to a question already put by another 

ennt:s.entati ve but to which . we ha~e no~· ;~t :r~~ei ved· an a_ns~;er . Has- the special 

·· ·- . t~ fi~ancial report of · t -he .BTC~ 'rrlie r~the~ _meagre inforroa:tf~n 

in appendL~ XIII of the report does not tell us.much." It is difficuit to see 
• • : • • . • • r ! • . 

what is the financial position of the BPC . Can the special representative reake 
. ~ . . . 

the. balance sheet of th_e BPC avai_lable to the members of' the Council? 
~- ~-' • 

. • • • · ,; •. :, '.1:-C·'. . . • • . .. • . 

Vir . JONES (Special representative): The only documents ·availt'ible to m·e 

are ~ho~~ ~;hich ~ppear ~n. t~e'\-~~~~t; appendix XIII_ .g0

i~~-s . the statement of 
' i. ~ • .., •• • • • : , ~-. .• ~. ' .. . • : .: : • •. • . • • . : . • •• • : .. ~ 

accounts for the year and also t he balance sheet. 
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Mr . OBERfl1(0 (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

The information given in appendix XIII does not really make the 

situation very clear, in fact it does not seem even to enlighten the special 

representative 1 as we have seen~· ·rn so 'far as the special represen~ative is 

continually referring to that ·appendix, : we ·do not seem to ~et any: further .a.nd 

that is why I was asking the special representative :whether ·he co1,1ld give us a 

more detailed balance sheet than is contained in the report . · If that is possible 

we would appreciate it . 

lfir . JONES (Special representative) : I regret that I am not in a 

position to give any information other than that which •:_a:ppears in the rep_ort . 

l'fir . OBERB-1KO ( Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) ( interpretat;ion from 

Russian}: I would like it to be noted that the Soviet Union delegation is not 

the only delegation which has failed to obtain a reply to this .question; other 

delegations also have vainly sought to obtain more detailed information. The 

purpose of our question was to obtain somethi!'lg more than we can find in the 

Administering Authority I s report . We would very much like the Administi;:at.i on to 

_:2-ll in this ga12J..-but if I cannot obtain anything more frcm the spe~ial 

representative, then I will go on to my next question . 

Mr. JONES (Special representative) : · I regret I have no more information. 
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lfr . MUF'I;. (.u~·i·t~-d ·A;a b. ·Repub1.i c ) : ( inte_rp r:e~a tion -from . French·) : . I 
. • . : : . . ~ . . • . . ' .. ". . . ·. 

apologize for interrupting. the USSR representative's questions; but .:;i: .. should like 

to make a suggest_io~.-- , '1-1ou1t·it·•riot be .]?OSSi-~i~ t~ ':--~tt~d/'a· repi~esentative··~} the 

British Phosphate Co~i~~-iohe'rs ;to 'the A:ust_ral ~-~~-1 ~l~guLi ;on ,· J. l'epresentat~ve ~ 
wl:6"would be ,in .~ . • position to cupply the -;i.~.f~~~ti~n-:~equ~_.~ted?'· This. is only-:a-- . 

• ' . . -· . ... •.. • ·. 

suggestion., . • 

~ ._ : . 
Hr . KELLY (Australia): • The sum;estion made ·by't:-ne.' b!p:tesento.tiv~ of 

the United ;\rab, ,Rep-µblic ,will doubtless appear in the verbatim and surar)lary records 
• . ' : ; 

of this meeting. 
-· .. -:: -

. ·- : .. 
. Hr.: MUFT_I.- (U_nit,ed Arab Republic) (interpretatioi-1 from-Frel)ch): . I_ thank 

the representa tiv~ ·of A~st;S:11~ 'fdr the :assura~ce which he has just given me. 

·; ~ s,. ,. • 

.Mr .. OBEREMKO (U~ion'' of Soviet ,So•c.ialist ·:Rep~blics) •( inte::.-pretaiion_ f'rom 

Russian) : . Appar~ritl~, :j\ is b·ecoming :more a:nd ~ore fr~iti.ess· to a.ttempt to •• •• 

obtain a ddi tiontl-· ~nf~~~tiori ;on frbat seems :tc;:, , ~~ - / s;~e~rhat · ticlu.ish poi~t. :· 
. . I . . • 

I would only say . tq the_' rep~eseritative-of ,f\.ustralia that the delega,tion, __ of . 

Australia is not doing the Truste·eship Council a frnronr' in suppl ying this 

information: it has the duty· of.- supplying the information. If the :infofmation is· 

'not immediately available, perhaps the Australian ·delegation would, br. go~a enough 

to promise the Trust~~~hi~ Counci·l .'th~~ . it. ,z:i,l_l be supplied at some future time. -

Of course, no one can know everything -- that is only human;.~ ahd the specia l 
• .. -· : . .. • .. :. _. 

representative and the representa tive of Australia may not be able to reply to 

one or tuo questions. If, however, it becomes a systeroa.tic thing not to reply, 

we cannot help wondering whether the Administering Authority is performing its 

duty under the Trusteeship Agreement . ."Ster all, the Trusteeship Agr eement does 

provide that the Ad'llinistering Authority should co - operci.te uith the Trusteeship 
• -- -

Council in the performance of its functions. Replying t o ques tions is one form 

of co- opcrn.tion. Apparently, however, ,-,e cannot reach ::m 9.Greement wi th the 

Administering Authority regardinG this co- opera tion. 

I apologize for tha t rather length observation, but I ,1ould say that I still 

have not lost hope that the Administerin6 .\utbority will mc..l.e ·an effort t o reply 

to the questions put by my deleg:1.tion a.nd o ther delegations. 
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Mr. Kii.lLLY (Australia): I feel called upon merely to observe th~t in 

this matter tbe Administering Authority bus disch2.rgecl i.ts obligations very fully 

and is continuously co -operatinB with the Trusteeship Council. 1rhe essential 

data required for estimating the cost of phosphat e does 

appear in the body of the report and ·in o.ppendix XITT, on p"g"s 67 and 68 . .- While 
f 

I understand t1rn.t the USSR representative is not satisfied vith that information, 

he ou<sht at least to accept my assurance that, in our ::ipinicn, we are fully 

co- oper::i.ting with the Trusteeship co-..mcil and. a re furnishing it with the 

information which w:_fee~ __ ob:),.j.g_e.d to furnish, having regard to the United Nations 

Charter and the terms of the Trusteeship 1\[;reement. 

Mr . OBEREMICO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

Russian) : I would merely point out to the rep:resentative of Australia that 

co-opern.tion is always a two- way road. It is not only .the Soviet Union 

delegation wh:i.cb has :put questions which, for some r eason, r emain unbl!l""S,-r:,o,1"er-r.1."l"errdr:---­

any respon~~bl: po~ts -~ My next question is · the following. Do Nauruans bold 

wi·ch the Bri tisn ?hospba+e --Gcm=issioners encl, if so,- wlnt posts? ,-

Mr. JONES (Special representative) : No Nauruan at present hol ds an 

executive position with the British Phosphate Cormiissioners . 

...~~ 

/3;, 

Mr. OBEREMKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation frofc 

Russian): In paragraph 58 of the Visiting Mission's report, ,;re read that the \ 

Nauru Council is requesting the return of land originally alienated by the 

Germans to build a wireless station.- I should like -to 1mm, whether the 

.l\aministering Autbori ty envisages tal;:inc any steps to -return this . land to its 

legi t inate mmers. 

llr; JOl\TES (Special represent~tive): The legitim2.te ouner of that l and 

is the .\&ninistering Authority. .\s I believe I mentioned in my opening 

statement, the land was purchased by the German 2.dministro.tion from the lfauru:m 

people. There was some doubt ea1·lier in regard to the purchase of this 

particular area. The Nauruans were requested to furnish c.ny available 
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information that·: 'would assist the :i\.droinisterin{; Autho.r i ty if! · ¥1,rri vinG . .at a 
.. . . . ' 

ded.sioh on the· o,mersbip.. The. Naur-..ians made -no ef:fort: •f•,t, all · ~o; produce any 

documents ·or other information,. even· as · to . which Nauru.an or rTauruans claime~: 

ownership . Th·e Administering Au.thority, hm-,ever, carried• on ·with its . 

investiGations and finally obtained . . docwnents ·f.rcrn. Germany -- there were 

t hirteen ··such doc1.unents - - which .proved beyond any doub~ that the land had been 

purchased ·from the Nauruan people . 1\s I mentioned in my opening statE.?men~, . these 

documents ,,ere translated into Englisb a nd made avcil::i.ble to _.the Council. fo.r 

sludy and comn1ent . .. No :reply was received from the Council. After-a considerable 

iapsc of' time, tbe Administrator•G.pproacbed the Council ·and. asked why: it_bcl.d . 

made no ccrr:ments . He was told that the Council was quite satisfied in the light 

of the information th,lt had' been prodtrced. : ffenc.e, th_e .f1.dr.:linistration regarded the 

ma.tto· ns ·closed~ .: Tt then deci•ded to -.discuss with t~~:. N:;i.uruan people . wha\ _should 

finally be done · ,-ii th the lanr,:l.. . Having estab)..ish_ed ownersl1ip , ... the Administering 

Autbori ty thought it would"discuss :the · future -of the ?-rea l'!i th .the Naurua~ people. 

Meanwhile, -·the Visiting· Mission arrived. · ·The Naur~ans, again r ?-ised ~he 

matter with the Visiting Mission. They explained .to tbe_Mission that vhen they 

bad said they ,,ere satisfied they had meant they were satisfied ui th the 

translations · of -·the docuroents,·· ,but they wer.e· not too happy about the position 

generally. The~' then •approaclle'd . the Visiting· MiRsipn about talting action to b:,,ve 

the matter investigated by a cou1·t . The Visiting Mission c::sked the Administering 

Authority ·,,bethe·r· -it;; 1-iouLct be possible. to.· ascerti:l-iP ;,ho.t steps1 :if .a1w, the 

Nauruan people ·could t-ike to bring. t he mo.tter ·befo!'.e a court.. The Administering 

Authori tf made the necessa·cy fnquiries . In -its obse.r.:vu~~io.ns , (T/l~-60) on. the 

Visi tinG Mission's report·, the Administering Authori.ty sets.-forth the action 

which it has · taten in tbis respect .-.-- ··ni:!rnely, it bas i_nformed :the Trusteesbip 

Council of the -position and bas told the Nnuruan· people bow they .. can take a ction , 

in a co~rt , if they so desire . 

·-rn view of this · development, t he proposed me_eting with the .Nauruan_s ba s 

f or the time-being been postponed. 
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Hr. O:IBREMKO (Union of Sov:iet Soc5.aJ.ist Re:puolics) (ir,ter-pretation from 

Russian): I run afraid that the situation is. not as sim:rile as the representative 

of the Administering Authority seems to imply. The s::_:,ec:i.al :re!)resentative says 

that this land was bought from the Nauruans . . The Hauruans , however, say that the 
11 Lands yere never properly acquired by the Gennans11 (T/1448, r aragra.ph 58). We 

know how the German colonialists acted and bow other colon:lz-:::n•::, act·, We also know 

how these lands are pl.lrchased. You will recall that the. island of. Nanbattan, 
--i'o"r"instance, where we are at present sitting, was boucht for less .than $100. It 

j_s worth noting that the Administrat:!.on is demanding that tbe Nauruans submit 

concrete proof in support of their . statement . This is an ertraordinary demand. 

The pop\J.lation ,ms deprived of its land, the population. complains that this land 

was taken away from them and it demands restitution; then the i,dministration asks -them to .. 13ive concrete proof that would convince the Administration that their 

claim is just. Apparently realizing the rather shaky nature of ·i;hei:r clo.im, the 

AdminiSterlnr; Authority now says that tlie Nauruans can col:'.lplain against the 

A&ninistration in the courts, in the courts appointed by the Administering 

Authority itself. Do you think that the Administrat:.on will ever recognize .th.at 

it is guj_lt~, since in the past it has always denied responsi bili ty and. it has .· 

always claimed that tl1e land belonged to it_ and that it 1ms purcllased 1:y tl:.e 

Germans and t hat therefore it was J.egitif!lately. passed on b;'}• the Germans to the 

Acn:in1n t:t'ation? 

I do not think that this case can be swept under the rug. I should like to 

ask the Ad!'!linister:ing Author~ty what steps can be taken at this point, ·what steps 

are cont<?m:plated being tal~en with a viev to ret'.,rn.inr; t hese lands to. the 

legitimate owners? 
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l!,r • '.rmJ~S ·especial repre·s;efrtati ve Y: . ;I 'must" ~epea't : a:gui~1, :rirst, that 

the ·legit'imate mmer of the land· i's ·the .Adroinistration. :,l'hat has been established 

beyond ·doubt by doci.unen'ts . I inust -make that point .. • • • 

• • The second point I' must make' is that I must. reject ariy • sug·gest"i611- that the · 

courts· of' the .. Territory.:.~1i:;i41a not ·'g-ive a :fair and>just h~aring to any ·clad.nf"wbich 

'the rJaurua:ns put forward, • \•le have not called upon the lJauruans to prove their · 

claim·. •• It is the Nauruans who desire· to dispute the :cla'iril --t o···ownership-made by: 

the Administe·ring Authority. . . ' .. 

: As to 1-ihat steps may be tal~en in· the 1nteri1JI, • I am not uware . It may be 

that the t i10 partiEis will ge·f ·t?gether • and some, -·compromise {1ill be made . • : I do 

not lmo,-i, but tbat is just· pos·s'ible . I say tha.t -in vievr of' the fact: tha:t it was 

the.intefrtion of the ·Territorial 'A&ninistratioti to' discuss this mat ter•with the · 

.Natrru·an people, "With·· a vi~w:· to some final settlement tha t woi..tl.d be acceptable • to 

the Niuiuan people . 

1-ir . OfiEREMKO ·cuJ:i~ri of Sovie't;- Socialist Republics)( interpretation frbrt:I 

Rtis~·ian)
0

: • The special repr.esentative' · ha:s again said that"the .Administration is 

the leGi t .:inate owner of this la'nd/ 'that this has been proveri, that t here is no 
• • •• • • I 

doubt"a.bout it and that·· this is final. 

the SUQ;g;es-'-i Ol'I 9;f' ±be ira.t:iiniatl!"a.ti~n that t':!1.e plaintiffs go to court'; to· say the 

least, hj-pocriti_s.~1? 
~--~ . . , . .. 

• ·r have· another question . • If title 'to the 'land h as been proven so -- .. 
·tricontrovert ibly and if all the ·at>cuments to thE\.t effect exist, the·n how does 

the s:pecial representative vie1r the' statement of' the Local Go·.rer!'..ment Council , 

to the effect t hat the deed, with the signatures of those vho signed, the s cJ.1e:rs 

and the buyers , has never been found? There is no title of_pyrchas~ and yet 
------• •••-·-I- ~ ••' 

you sa~at all the documents proving the legitimacy ~ei zure af tb~ 

lands exist. T"~crc ~deed fu~§...J?urcbase of th 
----------------
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• H~ . • \<ELLY (Australia): •• Ha.vine ·regard· to .'the '·ract that the/Visiting 

r-'.iiss.ia'n ~:-1,cf~~t~-d that cert~in lega(advic(might be t~ndered ·to i l1e 'Nauru· loc~l 

GOVE:~~r,~ent' Co_-~~cil t; enAhl e that Ccun~-' 1f-i"r • it so wished, to chalieni:;'e :the 

i~contestable. ·'o~in"e,rshi:p of the ·1and b)' the Admi:nisterin~ Authb· ity; ·r think :i.t 
• . ... . : 

inapprop1:iate that . a representative of the .Administe;ing Atithority ·should be 

called on· to dis.cuss th~ matte; ' 6f . potentiai litigation, a~d I wouia. ask' the 

representative of the USSR to respect the position in which we are placed. The 

T~u~teeship Council is no_t a court of law. _There is a _suggestion that the l'Iauru 

Lo~al Gover;unent Co~nc.il may be able to act on certain legal advice· tendered it 

to challen13e \his :claim~ • In those circumstances, the representative of tile Soviet 

Union wi?-J: , \mderstc.nd that we must refrain from di~·cuss:i.ng the documents.- to whi~ 

the Nauru .. Local Gov~rp.me
0

~t Council has . adverted ·to in its: representations 'to · tl1e 

Visiting Hission, and those . documents which the speciai representative ' ref~rred· 
• :. . • ·· · : : , 

to earli 

I!r . OEEREMKO '(Union :o~ Soviet Socialist Republi6i j (:i:nterpretaticin from 

Russian): I rf:lal_ize, o_f course, tha~ th~. ·;epresentati ve{ ·of ·the Adrii~iste;ing.: 

Authori-t;,y f'ind it rath~r unpleasant to· di~cus~. this_ matter and _that they 1-iould • 
; ~ .. , . . -: _: ,; . . ,, . -. .: . . . 

prefer _to have the whole thing settled iri • their· o,m · courts . 'indeed; I must say 

tha~ _Ambas::;a1_0./Kelly seems to s~ow great timidi~y- :ih :;e~8:r_d "t,<: lega1. matters . 

As s_oon ~-~- some legal matter crops up, even witb~ut ha:ving any ~egal implication, 

1\mbassador I(elly immediately answers tha,t the case is soeiebow beyond the purview 

of this Council because of the lecal i mplications. 

I should like to refer .. ba,ck to the statement of the suecial representative, 
•': ,1.~ ·, 

to the fact that the Administration has all the documents r:-rov:fog that the - . •,• • . . :, • .: . ~ .• 

Ad.."!linis,tration. is the l~ga:L _ ~_wne:r of : this land. . In t hat .case, I should lilt.e to 

put a concrete _question . Does the special representative reject the statement 

. of the Local Government Council t~ the effect , that . the pui~chase dE;eQ. _was never 

found; that is to say, the principal document that could prove the purchase, does 
•' • ' • • • •• 4 l • ; • . ' • 

not · exist. I find that stateme2;-t in parasr~ph 58 of the_ Visiting _Mission_' _s report . 

Does t he _special. repr_esentati ve . reject this statement? 
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Mr. JONES (Special representative): The documents that were available 

are sufficient to show quite clearly thnt the lan9- was purchased from the 

Nauruan people . considering the position that this matter has reached on Nauru, 

as referred to by my colleague, I would prefer not to make any more comments 

en it, but the Council can be assured t hat, whatever the outcome, whatever steps 

ere t aken by e i ther slde will be ful ly reported upon at the next session of 

the Council when the annual report of the Administering Authority is being 

examined. 

• 11 •• j}__ Mr. de CAMERET (France) {interpretation from French)~ In the economiic 

~, ·we have only one question, which is connected with the question put 

some·time ago by the representat:i.ve _of Belgium. It concerns the fishing 

industry . In this happy islanq.,_very little work is done; the -~nts ---------lead a fine life . The only other industry besides the phosphate industry is the 

fishing industry, as has been indicated on several occasions . 

as follows. 

My question is 

Fe read in paragraph 21 of the working paper (T/L. 911) that once t he 

requirements of the population were satisfied, it was planned to sell · the 

surplus fish to the British Phosphate Corunissioners . Could the special 

representative tell us whether this company, when i t has available a certain 

amount of the catch, envisages processing the fish, or will the company attempt 

to convert the fish into vitamin concentrates or fish powder or something l ike 

that? Would the company then export the fish easily in the form of powder or 

vitamins? 

Vir . JONES ' (special representative): The dis.cuss ions in regard to 

the development of the fishing industry have not yet reached tllat stage. As 

you know, this is in the initial stages, and the first step in the deve·lopment 

of the industry will be to get the Nauruans really interested in catching the 

fish . The first step as far as the preservation is concerned ts the freezer plant 

and cold storage in which the surplus fish can be stored. No doubt eventually 

there will be a certain amount of curing of fish .. If the industry does develop 

into a ,rnrthwhile industry and the production is greater than can be used 

on the island by both the fidministering Authority and the British Phosphate 



[IB/mtm ·T/Pv.975 
.' 72 

(Mr . Jones, Stiecial revresentative) 

Commissioners and, of course , the Nauruan people themselves, no dqubt SO!!!~ tbought 

will be given by the Local Government Council, on the advice of the. officers 

of the Territorial Administration, to further uevelopment . 

Mr. de CAMARET (France) ( interpretation from French) : I tbanlt the 

special representative and I am glad that he has given this commitment to the 

council .concerning the future of fish production. The representative of 

Beleium took up the matter of how to get the fish out of the water and so forth, 

but, once you get tllern out of the water, you have to process them, and therefore 

I am glad that i:,ir . J ones has given this assurance for the ft:.ture . 

I shol.lld like . to ref'er to the co-operation given by the Australian 

delegation. In my opinion, the Australian delegation can be criticized on one 

point: namely., that it has co- operated only too well over the last few years 

irr the work of the Council in regard to Nauru and other matters . It will be 

recalJ.ec1 that in past years we have calculated how much it cost the . United Nations , 

particularl y the Trusteeship Council , -to exami~e the guestic;m of Nauru. As there 

is the question of re~e inha;·Jtants of Nauru son:e forty or fifty 

years hence , we have calculated that the money spent here in the. Trusteeship 

council mj_ght be given 'co tl1e inhabitants of Hauru, and every inhabitant of 

nauru would then have several hundred dollars, or even a million, which he could 

then use to get settled somewhere else . 

U Tli'1 MAUNG (Burrr.a) : I have also a few questions to asl< on the 

fishing industry, following up the questions by the representati·✓es of Belgium 

end. of France . This Council has in the past discu:rned, witi1 considerable interest, 

the fishing industry with the representatives of the Admfoister i ng Autl1ority. 

In view of the fact that the Nauru Local Government Council has set up a diet 

and nutr i t i on cor.::mittee, and because the considerable 5:::0-wth o:f public interes·:; 

in the future of the fishing industry in Nat.:ru has encouraged both the 

Administration and the Nauru Local Government Council to take the necessary steps 

to organi ze the existing professional fisherrr.en , my delegation · is intereotcd to 

know whether the existing professional fishermen -- who I think number about five 

have signified their desire to sell the1r surplus fish . I should also l ike to know 

whether the surplus fish which the fishermen could supply to the local consun:ers 
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would be · of sufficient quantity· -tio justify ·t:he '~e~~tion of a. lmig-term plan. 

I ask this questio·n because we ,,ere t'olcf last 7ear by the special representativ·e 
' • • • • : • • • • M 

that public interest in the project had not been as _'great as had been hoped . 

·one of the dou1.Jtful features of 

the development o{ this industry :is whether or ·not . the territorial ad1nin i stration 

and the Local Gover;ment Co~ncil can get the fe,; fishermen sufficiently interested 

and' ·whethe1; they ~rill continue to be interested.' 'i mi13ht add that· durin·g . my 

own visit to Nauru quite recently I disc overed that the fisheries ·committee of 

the Nauru Local Gov~rnment Cotrncil was itsel·f not too ·happy' ,,ritb the res~onse 

so far and that it was conti nually negotiating with the few :fishermen on the 

possibility of their numbers being increased., the !Lain p(lrpose being to hold their 

interest in the prop6sed fishinG ind1.lstry, . because it is obvious that , _if the 

Nauruan people will noc ta!<:e part and are not prepared to go on with t he fishii1g, 
: ' • •• • + ; - • • 

the proposed industrywill collapse in its infancy. It is 1 s~all we say ' · . 

despite this apparent lack of inter est so far on the part of the fisher~eri tlmt . 

the Administering Aut hority and the Nauru Loco.l Governm~wt ·council feel that 

they should go on with it and, by prov:t.°ding certain facilities and arran_ging 
. ' ; . • • ' ·, .. • • 

a reasonable pr ice for the fish and,. i~-~art~cular , as menti<?ne~ by the 

representative of Belgium this afternoon, tnaking _these _channels which will make 

their task easier, it is hoped that sufficient interest will be aroused to enable 

the project to be proceeded with. .AS~ual~y I should .~ay that we shall know 
.. •' 

during the next twel ve months whether or not the proposal is meeting:, or 'i-dll meet, _. 

with success . 
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I will go on to the next aspect of the fishing 

industry , Reading the annual report, at page 21, I seem to get the impression 

that the culture of fish called lbi e, ""111.ght aa fingerlings on the reef and 
' transferred to grow in the Bue.do. Lagoon and. other smaller shallov lagoons in 

the coastal flats , is not very successful . I wonder whether the Administration 

have considered the culture of' other species of tropical fish which would 

thrive or breed in the Nauruan lagoon. We know, of cciurse, that the a.ssistance 

and advice or' the South Pacific Commission is being sought by .the Administering 

Authority. Hhat I would like to know is .. ,whether inquiries so far made 

have been favourable to vo.rrant the launching of a long ~term plan for the culture 

of the reef fish in the territorial lagoons . 

ttc . JONES (Special representative) : The latest inforrr.ation I have 

on that particular matter is that the Administering Authority has been in 

touch, as r:1entioned by the representative o:f Burma, with the South Pacific 

Commission, seeking their aid and advice in regard to the fish-pond industry. 

I have no info1·mation at all whether it is conside1•ed that other t~,;pes of fish 

can be used for this purpose . But here again , of course, the BuadaLagoon, 

which no doubt was seen by the Visiting .Mission, is a very limited area of 

water, ar::d the most that it .. could supply, even if it proved successful , and 

there were other fingerlings, other types of fish that could breed successfully, 

t 11e r~ost 1·t could do, I should say, would be to provide a fish diet for a 

lin.ited number of families . 

U TIN MAm-IG (Burma) : Let me go on to the deep-se?- fishing. Regardinfj 

deep - sea fishing, _ the Nauruan Local Governrr,ent Council would, I understand, U 
buy a forty-foot l aunch to operate for fishing . I would like to know whether 

there is a plan to have Nauruans undergo training in deep- sea fishing, and 

I would also like to know how rr.a.ny would be employed , if at all, once these 

plans are put into execution by the Local Government Council or by the Nauru 

Co -operative Society, which I understand operates the fishing industry? 

Has the Administering Authority offered scholarships to Nauruans to undergo 

training in fishing , in Australia or any other country? 
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I em not aware that i:cri.'} Nauruart 

has been specifically off~red a scholarsh~p. o; bas known that they would be 

available f~r t;aining·. - Ho;-rever~ I :f~ei quit~ ;ur~ -~ ·r have no ectual 

in-formation on this poi~t · -- that · part of '-t:,he ~lan would be to arrange for an~ 
• • • I • • • ~ 

Na.uruans who are suf'f_iciently interested to attend the Fish 'l'raining School 
. . . . ' . . ' . . . 

which they hold periodica~ly under the auspices of the South Pacific Coruniszion . 

As to· the number that would be • ~~ployed in the 1.ndustr1J, of course that would 
". . ' . . . • . 

depend on its development . In the ?eginning, I should say that the nucleus 
-

will be tho:se ~rofessional f'ishe_~en, if we can use that t e~. 

five and will fonn the nucleus of the number to be employed. 

They number only 

If the industry 

developed and other Ne.urue.ns saw that they could get o. reasonable return for 

their efforts,. no doubt more ~-10uld b~~orne engaged_ in the industry . .. Actually 

that is one of the limiting and unkno',-1n factors· ~ith regard· to the future 

development -- how many Nauruans ' ,,ould 1:i'e interested enough to make fishing 

their worl-~ . 

U TIH·MAUNG ·(Bum.a) : I thank the special representative for his 

He · are .gratified to know that· the Nauru Co .:.operative Society has t'aken·the 

initiative to construct a cool room \-r:Lth refrigera.t6r adjoining the existing 

butcher t s shop to store the • ~ - 'l'he informili~n anci:'-the impre~-s1.on 
---------=-. . . . . . . . . : .. : · 

that the Visiting Mission gained was that the fish would be sold tosether with 

meat , ·which I understand is sul)plied now by the British'Phosphate · coro:nissioner t s , 

which we have visited and which have a veriJ large storage . I wonder whether the 

spe~ial . te:presentati ve cart tell ~e , if the Nauru Co-6:perati ve· Soci.ety succeeds 

in its salesmanship~ ,,hether it · will be able to induce Nc.uruan h6use,rives to 

buy more fish than meat? 

• Mr . JONES. (Specia'i ·representative): I am afraid that is a rather 

difficult. question to a·nswer. I suppose that we could have on the island a 
fish drive _.: "eat more fish" , as it trere -- and point· out to the lJauruan ·:people 

that it is · a most· valua.bie food and. pref~:cabie prob~bly as a major part of tl1eir 

diet to tinned meats ana. even·· perhaps . to . frozen ineats ~ But I really cannot say . 

to wbat extent it will be e.ble to induce the housewives to adopt fish as a 

major part of their protein diet . 
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U TIN MAUNG (Burma): I would suggest then to the Local Gove:i:nment 

Council, through you, the representative, to let the existing company take the 

initiative in interesting people to eat more fish. . ::::._::::..:::..:::....:..:.=----My last question is very short. It is in connexion with the air strip. On 

page 25 of its annual report, the Administering Authority said: 

"There is no regular service to Nauru, but flights are made es the 

need arises." 

I should lil<e to ash: the special representative this question: Since the· 

departure of the Visiting Mission frcm Nauru on 14 March 1959, how many tim~s 

has the air strip been used? 

Mr. JONES (Special representative): To the best of my knowledge and 

belief, it has not been used since the departure of the Visiting Mission. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Council will meet 

Monday morning at 10.30 and then again in the afternoon at 3. 

The meeting rose at 5.45 p .m. 





UNITED NATIONS 

Press Services 
Office of Public Information 

United Nations, N.Y • . 

(For use of information media -- not an official record) 

Trusteeship Council 
24th Session, 9th Meeting (PM) 

Press Release 'IR/1h91 
12 June 1959 

'IRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL - - TAKE l 

The Trusteeship Cou~1cil this afternoon continued the questioning of 

J.H. Jones, Australiats special. representative, with regard to political conditions 

in the trust territory of Nauru. 

Before the Council is the ar.nual report of Australia, . the administering 

authority, on conditions in this territor:,• for the year ended 30 June 1958, together · 

with the report of the Counci l's 1959 visiting mission on Nauru, as well as the 

written observations of the administering authority on the mission's report. 

The first questions put to the special representative today uere by Jawdat 

Mufti (United Arab Republic). 

Noting the statement of the ~dministering authority that it would carefully 

consider the sug~estions of the visiting mission that increased :powers in local 

matters should be given to the Nauru Local Government Council, Mr . Ml!FTX asked 

when the Trusteeship Council could be informed of the results of such a review, 

and whether such results could be transmitted in the form of a plan for the stage­

by-stag~ expansion of the powers of the Local Government Council. 

. Mr. JON.ES replied that Jthe administering authority had undertaken to give 

careful consideration to reviewing the powers und functions of the Nauru Local 

Government Council. The Trusteeship Council, he believed, could accept ·the fact 

that this would be done . 

The first steps, if any were taken, would be, as suggested by the visiting 

mission, to give the Local Government Council increased powers in certain "house­

keeping" matters, he stated. Information on any change in the pomrs of that body, 

he adde9,, would be included i n the next annual report on the territory. 

Mr.- JONES said he would take note of the suggestion that information ·on this 

matter shoulc.1 be transmitted in the form of a ;?lan. However, he could not give 

any undertaldng that this suggestion would be followed . 

( END OF TAI<E l) 
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Mr. MUFTI (bnited Arab Republic) asked what action could the administration 

take in the caae of a conflict of interests between the trust territory and the 

phopphat~ industry. He cited as an example the question of phosphate royalty 

paym1:?nts. 

KEVIN T. KELLY (Australia), speaking for, the administering authority, said 

that, in form, the question was of a hypothetical and juristic character. He 

therefore wanted time to consider it. He suggested, however, that Article 80 of 

the UN Chart~r would in a general way provide a reply .to hypothetical questions 

of this _type. 

Questioned by EL'1NEST JEAN-LOUIS (Haiti) about the possibility of giving more 

powers in local matters to the Nauru Local Government Council, the sp2cial repre­

sentative rejected the idea that the problem was to make that body u~e the powers 

it alre~d:y possessed. 

Mr. JEAN-LOUIS then asked whether it was possible, as a means of encouraging 

that body to exercise its existing powers, to grant the Local Government Councii 

some degree of' power of decision on certain matte.11 s already within its jurisdiction. 

He understood, he said, that the Nauru Local Government Council had no power of 

final decisio;n, and that all its decisions were subject to approval by the 

Admini s:trator. 

Mr. JONES replied that his earlier reference to the possibility of granting 

the Local Government Councii more autonomy in 11housekeeping" matters meant the 

same thing., lie had stated, he recalled, that consideration would be given to 

this matter. 

Other questions asked by the representative of Haiti and by the representative 

of the United Arab Republic, to which the special-representative replied, had to 

do with. electoral and judicial matters. 

Mr. JONES stated that judges and officers of the district courts did not have 

the same immunity as the judges and magistrates of the central and appeals courts 
' in the sense that the officials of district courts coul.d be removed from office by 

·the Administrator at the latter's discretion, without having .to prove _misbehavior 
or incapacity. 

There being no further questions on political· matters, the Council proceeded 
to the questioning on economic conditions in Nauru. 

(:zi:-11: or ':!'t~ 2) 
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VALENTIN' I . OBEfu,7v',KO (USSR) askea. fer j_n.form.'ltion on the. world .i;rfce .of_ 

phosphate . lie noted that, according to the report of the visiting .ro.ss:!.on, the 

Nauru Local Goverru:ient Council. bad tried without success to obtain information on 

the subject in order to ascertain how the price of Naur~ phosphates stood in . 

relatiop to th~ w~rld price. 

Mr. JONES, Australia's special .representative £or Nauru, replied that he had · 

no information at all on· the p:ric.e of phosphate sold in the world market • . 

Apparently, he added, there was no such thing as a world price f'or phosphate. 

Mr. OBEREMKO asked for a breakdown on the wi,."y the price -of phosphate was 

:\rrived_ at. 

Mr .. JONES said the annual report contained information on -the f . o. b. price. 

Mr. OBEREMKO said that what he wanted _was a breakdown o-r the price struct\.u•e, 

showing its various components, and that information was not given·in the annual 

report . 

The special representative said, in reply.to another question by the Soviet ·· 

• re:presentative, '-that the decision to increase the rate of phosphate extraction was 

taken -by the British Phosphate Commissioners.. • The Ne.uruan· ·people, through the 

,_Nauru Local Government Council, h_e said, were kept informed of the intention to . 

do so and no opposition was r8ised by .the~. 

Mr . JONES added_ that it was carefully explained to the Ilauruan people that the 

decision to increase production meant that the phosphate de:po_sits would be. ex- -

haustedin :40 years, rather than the original estimate of 60 years. 

On being asked about other matters concerning the phosphate industry, the ,_ 

SP,ecial represent_ative said. the Administrator wa·s concerne·d with the administration 

of law and order, not•with matters affecting -the management o:f the British ·Phosphgte 

Commisstoriers (BPC); • The Administrator ·therefore would no_t know ·details· of 

internal 'adniinistratibn ·of the pho.sphate :inciustry. 

How we-re the profits -of. the pho.sphate industry allocated? Mr~ OBEREMKO asked. 

The specia.·1. representativ~ • said the BPC-was· _a non:..pro:fit concer n . 

• • • (more) · 
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Mr. OBEREMKO said he was aware that the BPC was a non-profit orgahization, 

and that as such it sold the phosphates at the lowest' possible price to the United 
. . ! . 

Kingdom, New Zea.land and Australia. Thus, there appeared to be a 'concealed 

profit" to the administering a1ithority, he said; and that was why he had asked 

for the. world price of phosphate. 

Asked whether the phosphates were sold to conntries in addition to the three 
' mentioned, Mr. JONES said that, to bis knowledge, the phosphates were not sold to 

other countries. 

Mr. OBEP.Ei.J:KO then sought inforIM.tion about the outcome of the recent dis­

cussions held with the BPC on the question of.' royalty rates. 

Mro JONES replied that the consultations concluded on the understanding that 

the BPC would consider the whole question at the next meeting of the Board of 

Commissioners later this month. 

What proposals were submitted during those discussions? the Soviet repre­

sentatiye asked. 

Mr. JONES said h_e had no further knowledge on the meeting other then what he 

had just said. 

Pressed further for information on the cost of phosphates, Mr. KELLY (Aus­

tralia} said the essential data for estimating the costs were given in the· annual 

report. 

Did any Nauru.an hold any executive position in the phosphate industry? 

Mr. OBEREMKO asked. The special representative said no. 

Expressing interest in the fishing industry, MICHEL DE CMA.ARET (France) noted 

that, according to present plans, it was envisaged that any surplus catch of 
. . 

fish would be sold to_ the BPC. He asked whether the BPC planned to process such 

fish. 

¥ir. JONES said the discussion on establishing a fishing industry was still in 

the initial s~age. The first step was to get the Nauruans really interested in 

catching fish. To encourage them in the undertaking, he said, it was planned to 

provide a fr.eezer for storing fish. The question of processing any surplus fish 

would not arise until a later stage. 

Questioned on the same subject by U TIN MAUNG (Burma), the special repre­

sentative said the next 12 months would tell whether the project would be successful. 

Asked bow frequently the airf~eld in Nauru was used by planes, Mr. JONES said 

that, to his knowledge, it had not been used since the visiting mission left the 

territory in March. 

The questioning of the special representative for N~uru will be continued by 

the Council at 10:3Ca.m. Monday, 15 June. 
(END OF TAKE 3 AND OF PRESS RELEASE TR/1491) 




