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AGENDA ITEMS 6 and 17

QUESTION OF THE FUTURE OF THE TRUST TERRITORIES OF THE CAMEROONS UNDER BRITISH

ADMINISTRATION AND THE CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH ATMINISTRATION: (continued)

(2) GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 1282 (X111)

(v) REPORTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS VISITING MISSION TO TRUST TERRITORIES IN WEST
AFRICA, 1958 (T/1k26 and Add.l, 1k27, 1h3k)

2

General debate (continued)

Slr Andrew COHEN (Unlted Klngdom) When I spoke to the Trusteeship

Council the other day, I asked for 1ts 1ndulgence in allowing me not to make a
full statement at that tlme about the future of the Cameroons under British
administration. I said that I thought I should wait until the results of last
week's meeting of the Southern Cameroons House of Assembly were known. We
received a report during the weekend of the results of that meeting. I am

therefore now in a position to proceed ‘with my statément. -

I shall deal first with the Southern Cameroons and thén with the Northern
prart of the Trust Territory. o eet % w

I should like to start off what I have to say sbout the Southern Cameroons
by quoting part of paragraph 196 of the Visiting Mission's reporﬁ:'

.."In the light of the conditions suggestedvby'the two parties under
which they would accept the election results as deciding the future of the
Territory, the Mission considered that the most probable consequence which
might follow from the elections on 24 January was a further consultation of

the people through a plebiscite on their future. In these circumstances

the Mission decided that after the receipt of the results of the elections

and of other relevant information concerning them it might be necessary for
it to formulate further observations concerning a possible plebiscite.”
(T/1426, paragraph 196)

As all members of the Trusteeship Council know, the elections' were duly held

on 24 January.. - The Kamerun National Demoé¢ratic: Party won fourteen of the
tweﬁEZ:Eif%if;:S . . the Kamerun Netional -Congress—and the KEmerun People s Party ~-
a coalitiomwhlch fought the elections as a-coalition and which had formed the

Government before the elections ~-~ won twelvg,seats. I think that I should now

quote what the Visiting Mission has to say about the result of the elections in

the supplementary report which it has submitted.
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' “he Mission vas informed further that the average poll was 70 per cent
of tbe reglstered electors. (It is difficult to 1ndlcate w1th accuracy the
percentage of votes cast for candldates supportlng the two main political
tvends, 51nce the Kumba North-west seat was won w1thout opp051tlon and the

| p051tlons of the 1ndependent candldates are not known. -~ that is, on the
future of the Terrltory. » "Tor an approx;mate 1nd1catlon, however, the ‘
Kumba seat mlght be calculated as belng worth to the KNC/KPP T0 per cent of
’the 9,550 reglstered electors there -~ i.e. as 6, 685 votes. On this basis

'a total of 58 009 votes, or Lo.k per cent, mlght be said to have been, cast
1n favour of candldates pledged to support association with the Federation
of ngerla and 75 526 votes, or 52 5 per cent, in favour of candidates
supportlng 'sece591on' from Nigeria. The, remaining 7.5 per cent of the votes
were cast for 1ndependent candidates.” (T/lhEG/Add.l, para. 212)

The Mission goes on to say later-. e
"It should algo be sald -- and the MlSSlon s own observatlons in the
iTerrltory bore thls out -~ that. personal likes and dlsllkes towards
candidates and 1ssues of a pur ely local character, undoubtedly had a .
beariegvon tbe polling." . (Ivid.) |

As the members of the Counc1l well know, Mr. Foncha was appointed Premler of

the Southern Cemeroons and has formed a Governgent. lie is the leader .of the KNDP.

Furthermore, last meek a meeting of the Southern Cameroons Houee of Assembly was

held.v It began on 11 Febraary. Two motions were introduced 1nto the House by the
Gover nment Party, and I should like to read out to the Councll the terms of these
nmotions. The flrst .reads as follows:.

_ "Phat thls hornourable House prays Her Magesty s Government to- take

1mmed1ate steps to fulfil the will of the people of the Southern Cameroons

as indicated by the results of the last general elections in which .the KIDP,

the secessionist party, polled more than half the total number of votes cast,
[

and thus implement the policy of this Government which strongly advocates

sec i the Southern Camercons from the Federation of Nigeria before

\
1 ai i dence in 1960 and tinue under a modified formof—

the Trusteeship Agreement for some tigg_duxing—ubich_§§g§ggfeibilities

of reunification with any section of the British and French sectors can ;
2

be explored.”
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The second motion introduced by the Gover\_ggp_zgrty reads as follows:
) 'iA"That in view of the fact thet a plebiscite is likely to be the
‘meeris of determlning whether o not the Southern Cemeroons should secede
."from the Federatlon of Nigeria, this Honourable House humbly prays

His’ Excellency The Governor General e

ost'one th ‘ “istration of voters

“‘in the’eouthern Cameroons for the forthcoming general elections to the

——‘.__'__/‘————

'”House of Representatives until it becores clear’ whether or not the
\__,___./ T ———————

* Southern Cameroons will continue to send representatives to that House.

“.'-‘\—-—m\_‘_ - .-_.
I should 1like 'also to read out to the Council ‘the terms of an‘

tothe first of theSe resolutions hien vas moved by tne o*position~p;;tzes—§hich
previously formed the Government of the’ Southern Cemeroons. This amendment was
the kind of smendment which substitnte_/sgmethlng completg;y,different for the
' motion as it originally stood. "And the whole motion, if it hrd been amended
would have.xcad as follovs: 'féhﬂf’ Lh ' : ‘

"That this Honoursble House mendates the Premier and
the* opposition in this House 0 represent to ‘the Trusteeship Coul

r aniaation the opinion of this House thet there con
T

*:Federstion of Nigerie in view of the'fact that 1est yeneral’ elections

c.;;3;5;'ﬂs‘S_é-—gzagﬁﬁe‘i‘/5-S—.—5‘3E’t,:ﬂ:!;?i'v'e_:::nd::tnaii3.01:1 bf the wiches of the peoD efr'
The result of the debate vhich hes been reported to e by telegramre is

~that the two Goxerg_§nt motions were carried by 1h votes o325
“At this stége I +think I shouli Just refer the Council to the oonclusion

reached by the Visiting Mission in 1ts supplementary report ‘I am going to
. read from pursgrenh 218 of the supplementary report"' R T R
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"In the light of the foregoing, the Missiox hes' core to.the conclusion

that the results:of the elections cannot be regarded as decisive .as far as
\_

the future of the Southern Cameroons is concerned. If general agreement

should develop in the newly-elected House of Assembly concerning the
future of the Southern:Cameroons & formal popular consultation may prove -
to be unnecessary; but 1f no such agreement emerges; it may only be

through a consultation at some sppropriate future date, probebly a
; Aol o O = Qate, .

\\\\ —

that event, the Mission considers that.the corditions for such a

consultation, Iincluding its timing ard the question or questions to be
put to the people, will have to be determined by the Gerernl Asscembly
. &snd the Administering Authority in consultation ard ag far as possibvle
in agreement with the political parties in the Southern Cemerocons.”
(T/1426/A84.1) ‘
I have given the Council the result of the debate in the Scuthern Cameroons

House of Assembly last week, and I have slso referred to the recommerdation of the
Vislting Mission. '

I should row like to meke some observations on behalf of the United Kingdom )
delegation. First of .all, T think from the voting in the House of Assembly =--
1h for ernd 12 against, which reflects the Party composition of the House of «

Aszembly ~- that it is clear corclusion that no "general agreement” has developed -

in this House of Assembly, to use the words from the Visiting Misslon's report« '~
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I have recelved only a telegraphlc report of the proceedlngs but I understand
that botn parties have made it ¢lear that thgz_gsﬁﬁﬁi_ihaf a, Dlebiqpifp “hs
M
required in order to determlne thelr futg_g,.Jﬂhe Adminlsterlng Authorlty on whose

behalf speak also takes thls v1ew and agrees with the V1s1t1ng MlSSlon that the
results of tbe recent electlons cannot ‘be regarded as decisive as far as the

W—_\ \—.——M,__.__d
future of “he Soutaern Cenreroons i~ concerned. Therefore, we agree w1th the

Visiting MlSSlon 2150 that thée conditions for such consultatlon, 1nclud1ng its

timing and the questlons to be puu,-should'be deuemmgg&LEX;EEEEEEEEEEnggfﬁply
and the Admlnlsterlng Authorlty. In doinﬂ 50, ‘the General Assembly and the '
Administering Authorlfy w1ll no doubt W1sh to take into account the v1ews of the
political partles represented in the Southern Cameroons leglslature.

I believe that the Txusteeshlp Council will- agree,'as We do with the v1ew
that the recent elections cannot L, "in the llght of ‘their results, be regarded as

decisive, and also that since no goneral ayreement as to theefuxere—hae;emexgEQNEs
e eca——— 3 g '

the nevwly elected legislature, a pleblsc1te will be necessery. T“think also that
e

the Cotineil w1ll agree that the General Xssembly should be @sked to authorize such
W
a pleblsc1te in agreement with the Adminlsterr_ngutb_;;ty. ‘The condltlons under

———
which the pleblsclte should be held, 1ncluding tgg_ggestiifs to be put and the

timing of such a plebiseite -should be: settled
consdltgtron Vith the Adminrsterlng Authority, after the vievs of the leaders of

the polltzegi partles represented in the Southern Cameroons leglslature have been
heara.' , ’ ‘W' -

" Gbviously ‘the most difficult questions confronting the United Tetions are
the questions of timing and the choices to be put to the people. I do not think
that the Couneii§;oﬁidf;dsh me, in respect of these particular matters, to
anticipate the views which will be expressed to the Fourth Committee by the
political leaders frcm the Southern Camercons. I believe that both Mr. Foncha,
the Premier, and Dr. Endeley, the leader of the opposition, will be coming here
and they will express their views and those of the parties they represent to the

General Asserwbly. I think it is right end proper that it should be they rather than

S—

I who should put forward these views.. I do not propose, therefore, on this

occasion to go into these particuler matters.
I have made it clear that we believe that a consultation by plebiscite will be
‘necessary and that this view is accepted by the political parties. I do not think
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that on this occasion it would proper or appropriate for me to go into. the questions
of timing and choices. I wish to emphasize this point particularly: +this is not
an issue between an'Administering'Authorify and a local legislaturé“or political

party; it 1s a question betxeen’tbP two ‘sections of political opinion in the

i

Terrltory. The concern of the United Kingdom eas Administering ‘Authority is.

e n——————

that the people should have-a—full-and fair opportunity in the Southern Cameroons
of expressing their vievs. Ve are concerned with that., It is for them to séy

what their views are. Therefore, I have 'made it clear today whet I thlnk thls )
Counc1l might conclude on this matter.

hould like to turn now to an essentially different problem, that of the

Q@EESSEEi;_?lCh is also dealt with in greau detail in the report of the
Visiting lission. I shall begin by recalling the statement which I made in the
Fourth Ccmmittee about the future of the Cameroons under United Kingdem
Administration, I spoke at considerable length on this subject on 15 Novexber last.
I said; emong other things, that how the consultation of the people of the
British Cameroons sbout their future should be organized was a matter in the fifst
~instance for the Visiting Mission to advise on and for the Trusteeship Council to
consider. I said at the time that subject to the views vwhich the Visiting Mission
might express end the Trusteeship Council might form in the light of their report,
it was the belief of the United Kingdcm Govefnment that the consultation should
take the form of a plebiscite under United Nations supervision. '

I made it quite clear, which I think enyone would agree from a reading of my

statement, that as far as the United Kingdom Government was concerned, we were

quite ready to agree that there should be a plebiscite in the Northern part of the
DR s .

Territory. I am sure that the same view has been held by the authorities in
[ —— ]

Nigeria, who are obviously closely concerned in this matter.

Ve envisaged that this plebiscite would take plece subject to the views which
the Visiting Mission might express in both parts of the Territory, both the
Northern and the Southern parts, and I expressed the view  in my statenent. that
the best and fairest arrangement would be for the votes in the two parts of the

Terrizérx to be counted separatelir-~Although here again, I was most careful to
point out that this also was a patter for the Visiting Mission to advise on in

the first instance and for the Trusteeship Council and the General Assembly to

consider subsequently. In fact, I made it perfrectly clear at the time that
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the viéws vhich I provisionally expressed then regerding the methed of _
.consultation vere entirely subject to the findings of the Visiting Mission. If
mexbers of the Councll will look &t parairaph 173 of the report of the VlSltlng
Mission,: they will see’ that the Mission ‘itseif made the seme point.

The Mission deals' in paragraphs 165 -to 169 of its report with the question of
the relations .of. the Northern and Southern’ parts of the Trust Tervltory in regard
ta.the consultation to -teke place, ‘and they come to the very definite conclu51on’
that the wishes of the Northern and Southérn peoples of tne Terrltory ghould be
determined separately. They .point.-out in pardgraph-168 that the distinction tovbé
drawn between the Northern end Southern partS'Cf fhé'Térrifory:and theif peoﬁlé

"is a faet which cannot be.eliminated W1thout d01ng v1olence to the W1shes of all
known opinion in the North,
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. Tt seems to my delegation that this view cannot fail'to'ﬁe‘aocepied. Given,

therefore, this conclusion that the north and south must be dealt with separateli,

the Mission-then had to consider what Form the consultatlon should take in

each of the two sections of the Territory. The Mission considered this queetion

.in & knowledge that the Administering Authority would be prepared to'agree
~to a pleblsc1te in each section if, in the opinion of the Mission, thls vas _
-necessary and ‘if the General Assembly decided thereafter to authorize one. .The"
Mission was not, of course, in any way bound by its terms of reference to
recommend any particular form of consultation, nor necessarily to recommend the
same form of consultation for each section of the Territory. Here I Shouid
like to refer the Council to paragraphs 171 to 173 of thé report. The Migsion
remarked in paragraph 171: o ;‘
"There appeared to be a wide-spread notion among the regional Governﬁents,
the rolitical parties and apparently the publio at large that a piebiscite

was to be a United Netions requirement." (T/1426, page 79)

Perkaps, reading between the lines, I detect == I hope I am not being unjust -- a
slight feeling on the part of the Mission that the Admlnlsterlng4Authorlty may .
corceivably have erred in lending currency to such an idea that the Unlted Natlons
would itself insist on a consultation. But what has the Visitirng M1351on to say
on this poirnt? Here I should like to guote paragraph 172:
"The Mission was not wholly prepared for this, because there was nothing
"~ in its terms of reference, nor in the memorandum of the Admlnlsterlng
Authority, which had committed either the United Nations or the
Adninistering Authority to the idea that a plebiscite or other special kind
of consultation had already been judged neceSSary or appropriate to the
circumstances of the Trust‘Territory. The M1ss1on therefore approached

its task in the Trust Territory with the erdersterdlrg that the necessity

——

or otherwise for a pleblﬁClte was an entirely open ousstlon. to whlch it

was ong of its prinecipal functions to suggest an ansver." (Ibld )

~—-__.,ﬂ~

The Mission goes on to ‘refer to the debates which took place in the Fourth

Committee at that time and to a statement which I mede on 15 November -- to which

I have already referred. It talks about:
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"the anncuncement made on. 15 Nbvember by the. representa+ive'of the
i Admlnloterlnb Authorlty that subdect to.the views of the Mission and
the Trusteeshlp Counc1l 1t intended to ask the General Assembly at-its . -
‘hext sess1on to agree to a, consul+at10n in the form.of a plebiscite.”
(T/1h426, ‘rage 79)

Can there be any sug gestlon theve betWeen .the lines-that .perhaps the representatlve

of the Admlnlster:mrr Authorlty vas oelng a llttle pvemature in making this
remark, even 1f it was mede subdect to.the views of . the Mission itself? I do -
not know, but I certainly entlrely agree with the v1ew expressed by the Mission
in this rart of its report that it was entirely open to it ‘to suggest what form-
a consultatlon should take, and not,qnly;that,but»wnether it was necessary for
a consultation to be held at all. '

Now I feel that even at the rlsk of being .a little tedious, I must quote
or at any rate refer to scme of the opinions of  substance which the Mission
expressed in this part of its. report. I should like to preface this by maklng'
it very clear’ that we,las the Admlnlsterlng Authority, are-impartial in this
matter. We are not concerned to press one solution or another but we are
concerned to. do the rlght thln“ in the-interests of the reorle. ,

“On tbe subdect of the views of.the people of the northern section of the -
Cameroons under British administration as to their future, the llission has a
good deél‘tc'sey,‘end I;should‘like»tc‘refer,the5Council to some of these
passages}"The first one_to.wﬁich.l want to refer 1s paragraph 150, in which the
Mission fefers te the views-expfessed in the past by "the Emirs and their .
traditional advisers”. In paragraph 151 --.and I-think this is impertant +- the
Mission- goeé'oﬁxfo say..‘ - N :

"The Mission found the Emlrs saying the.same thing-teday, but now they

,speak with the support of any other. v01ces. They themselves are surrovnded
by counc1ls w1dely“representat1ve of groupscwithin the. community. ‘There are
elected,cohhciie iﬁ the districts; tbere are elected Cameroonians sitting
in the reg 1onal and federal leblslatures,,there are political rarties, for.

? and}age1nst_thevGovernment, with active organizers and spokesmen, and there

is an immeasurably largef nurbter than ten years.ago:of men- who are reddy to
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‘éxprQSS aﬁicpinion-"Almost without exception .... all who spoké to the -

Mission conceived of no other future for the Northern‘Cémeroéﬁthhan_gg

a part of the Northern Region and thus, in 1960, as part of the independept
Federation of Nigerig." (T/1426, page 72)

In paragraph 152 it states:

"There is only one body which can be said to be in any sense representative
of the Northern Cameroons as a whole. This is the Consultative Committee
whose composition and funcﬁions,'as deseribed earlier, entitle it in the

Mission's opinion to speak the minds of the people with all the authority

that can be expected in the presernt circumstances of public opinion and

- expression.” (Ibid.) - : ' ‘ : .
If I might just refer the Council %o the composition of this body, this is shown
in paragraph 173 of the report. It consists of: ' '
"the elected Minister for the Northern Cemeroons as chairman;'thevlamido
of Ademawa, the Emir of Dikwa, all the other elected members from the \
Northern Cameroons in the regionalJand fedéral legisiatures, and six syecial
members chosen by their local councils to represent the more remote southern

areas." (Ibid., page 81)

The Mission says in paragraph 152:
"At Mubi, in the Mission's presence,.the Consultative Committee debated
and adopted unanimously a resolution in which, considering that the

Northern Cameroons had a common culture, tradition, language and

administration with the Northern Region of Nigeria, it reaffirmed that the

wish of the people under trusteeship was to remain with the Northern Region

when Nigeria received its independence in 19€0." (Ibid., vage T72)

In paragraph 153 the Mission goes on to say:

"In discussing the subject further with the Mission, members of the
Committee from the Adamawa rarts of the Trust Territory, from the Gwoza
District in the Dikwa Emirate, from the Benue portion of the Trust Territory
aﬁd from the Mambilla plateau; all supported that position. Nor did

any of the representatives consig;;—zggz\fﬁé‘Nbrthern Cameroons should be

united with tke Southern Cameroons.” (Tbid.)
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Then in paragraph l5h the M1s510n 53ys that five of the:elected members

of the Commlttee, in a separate memorandum, expressed variqus views, -including
this:

" They made it clear that neither they, nor in their opinion the.people who
had elected them, desired or expected any chahge“in the relationship
with ngerla.‘ (T/tho, page 75)

.Agaln, go1 ing to ”araeranh 157, it. states- : ‘ .

"Amon” all of tﬁe Dlstrlct and Vlllage Heads and the members -of the District
Counoll whom the Mlss10n met,-- and 1t belleves that every: dlstrlct in the
Northern Cameloons was represented before. it in this way -- the feeling wes
the same. They were 8ll of the opinion that the 1nhab1tants of the

fNorthe rn Trust Terrltory would oppose a2 2581, of sepalatlon from

ngerla and that the areas concerned be?ongcd properlj, in fact, T

Praz:;;e;fazagjﬁiﬁﬁriﬁgﬁewefé’admln1stered and should.therefore remain a

part of the Northern Region of Nigerial" (Ipid.)

But let us refer also to the opp051tlon.part1eq. These are dealt with in.
/‘\_—
i paragraph lh9, mhere, after referrlng to various views about internal questions

which were expressed to the Mission by opposition partles, the M1s51on writes -
as follows:
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"For the lMission's purpose, moreover, the most important aopect of the
dissenting vievs, expressed either through the opposition: polltlcal ‘parties
or through local groups and 1nd1v1duals unconnected with the parties, is

that they relate_ to maftexs_af internal policy and administrative method,

and do not call into question the continued association of the Northern

— ' -
Cameroons with the Northern Region of Nigeria." (T/1426, p. T1)

Thete are other passages in the same sense: If I may turn to the Missionts
corments on the determination of the future of the Trust Territory, starting from
page 77 of the Eng;ish text of the repoft, I should like to quote first from
paragraph 175: ' ﬂ

YThe Visiting Mission found the g{EEE_fféffiﬁ:—gf—zgg~22£-gif?
govegEESEEg; and traditional leaders, polltlcaI“?értvhgpokesm“*‘_’
representatlves of District Councils and other persons with views on the
ratter in a staﬁe of mind which could better be described as_resignation

to the virtual imposition ef a plebiscite than as/5'53§E?IVe_aeeeptaaeefof

EET—iTh}s was not because they‘had any fear about the result; on the

contrary they had no doubt of a nractically unanimous vote in favour of

the Northern Cameroons becoming part of Nigeria." . (Ibid., p. 80)

‘The Council will remember the passage I quoted earlier to the effectthat
the Mission had found the people in a state of mind that the United Nations itself
was likely to requife a plebiscite. That passage from paragraph 175 should be .
read in connexion with the.statement which I have just menticned.

Again, let us look atvﬁhat is said in paragraph 178 of the report where it
refers to the Consultative"Comﬁittee,_which I hade described earlier, having:

"unanimously adopted a resolution reaffirming the desire of the people of

the Northern Cameroons to belong te'the Northern Region of Nigeria when the

I

latfer attained independence in 1960, its members with equal unanimity-.

informed the Mission that they would accept & plebiscite if it should be

considered necessary - but that they did not so consider it." (Ibid., p. 81)
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: fIt is stated in paragranh 179‘ ‘ . _
These representatlves expressed the oplnlon whlch was echoed many

“times before the Mlsslon by people of the Northern Cameroons everywhero it )
went between Yola and Bame that the fuuure of the Northern Cameroonc as
an 1ntegrel part of Northern ngerla wes 1n no sense an issue on which opiniocn
was lelded. They empha51zed that the W1shes of the people had been nade.
knovn on 1nnumerable occasrons through theﬁr elected as werl as their
-traartlonal reoresentatlves and that a pleb;sc1te could heve no result

“except to conflrm “those wishes once more." (Ibld., p. 02)

I should like to quote the conclu51on whlch the Mission 1tself recorded in
paragraph 18l: o _

"The MlSSlon has come to the covcluslon on the basis of the facts and
opinions known to 1t b whlch 1nclude the con51deratlon of hlstorlcal and
political development ‘which it has set forth in the flrst part of this report --
that there is no dlfference of 0p1nlon on the PriUCIPal qpestlon of the. future
of - the Northern Cameroons whlch would requlre or Justlfy the holding of a

formwal consultation on the subJect. It believes it;gllﬁiﬁ@ﬁliﬁ:ﬁfz_ﬁéi~

opinion‘of'the northern opulation as a whole as far as it can be e: S

st present and in the foreseeable future, that t_ey should become permanently
a part 'of the Northern Regroh“offthe:?Ederatlon of ngeria when the latter
'Aattalns independence. The MlSSlon accordlngly recommends that, if the
General Assembly accepts such a unlon as the ba51s for the term1na+1on of
the Trusteeship Agreement noffg;thex_consultatlon need be held." (Ibid.,p. 83)

I must ‘epologize for quotlng 50 extenS1Vely from the MlSSlon's report, but it .

seemed to‘me to be necessary to drew ‘the attention of the Coun01l to these particular
passages. ' : i 8 o ) |
Now, I should’ llke to meke a,very:few ooservetlons as the renresentative of
the Admlnlsterlng Authorlty he, of course, heve carefully con51dercd the report
of the VrSltlng hlSSlon on this n01nt and the conclusion whlch it has reached.
I anm bound o say that we cannot fall to find the arguments of the Mission

N et ttmesape e
convincing., We find them very convincing. I believe, myself, that this will be

the general view of the Council, and in fact, that the Council would not find it

easy to contest the view that there is no difference of opiniog_ggggg_the_geople of
, e i
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the Northern Cameroons about the future; and that.there is a_general ywish that—
it should lie with the N 3 c: i s _part of an independent

federation. I think, therefore, that the Council will wish to go along with the
Miseioats Views and to recommend themAto the General Assembly fof appropriate'
action. | n . S

But before I fipiéh I want again to-make oﬁr position -- the position Qf“the
‘Unitéd Kingdomi—- absolutely clear in this matter so that there is no possibility .

of misunderstandinW; We should have been perfectly ready to see a plebiscite

held in the Horth had this been shown to be necessary. But we cannot ignore the

views expressed by the Visiting Mission. Since théﬁMission says that the

lebiscite is neither necessary nor Jjustified, and has produced what seemed to
D : ’ P

us convincing arguments in support of this case, and since the Mission hias in fact

satisfied itself as to the manifest opinion of the population as a whole concerning

their future, I hardly think that the Council will wish %o see the people of the

Northern Cameroons burdened gratuitously with all the paraphernalia of a more

S—

formal consultation.

The Minister for Northern Cameroonian Affairs in the Northern Regional
Government of Nigeria is coming to the United Nations, and will no doubt speek
and méke a statement to the Fourth Committee on this subject. The Minister in
question is Malliam Abdullahi .Dan Bufam {é@g, The General Assembly will be able
to hear from him the views on this question and on the extent to which, for them,
the objectives of the Trusteeship System will be achieved by obtaining independence
as part of the Northern Region of the Federation of Nigeria. ,

I wish to say for the Northern section of the Trust Territory, just as I did
for the Southern section, this is not an issue in which the Administering Authority
is concerned one way or the other. It is an issue on which the views . of the
people must be considered as most important. We have an experienced and iﬁpartial
Visiting HMission which has gone to the Trust Territory and has reported that
there. is no difference of opinion among the people as to their future. I am sure
that this Council will wish, in its recommendatiouns to the General Assembly, to

give full weilght to the views which the Mission has expressed.



B/ T/PVLY5y -
1z ! 24 -

The PRESIDEYT (1ntefpretatlon from French) The Counc*l has hear

the very 1mnortant statement Just made by the repreeentatlve of - the Unler Klnudomf
concernlng the future of the Caweroons under Britlsh administration. Are Councll
mewbers ready 1mmed1ate&y to open the dlscu551on?

The Cheir would take the llberty of recalling tnat we have a target date for
our worx. The General Asoembly w1ll open on 20 February to take up the work
concernvag the future’ of the two Cameroons. It would be advisable for the Couecil;
betweev ‘now and Fleay of thls week to have ready a report for subnission to
the General Assembly. If no one w1shes to take the floor at this mwoment, I Wlll
bave to adJourn the neetlng.'

FoRe

' The meeting rose at 3.50 p.m.
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TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL -- TAKE.L

.....

The - Trusteeship Council this afternoon contlnued cons*deratson ofthe: quest‘on ¢
of the future of the Cameroons under British administration and. the Caneroons -
under French admlnlstration. ;‘ D ves 4 R
It heard a statement by the representative of the United erolcm concerning -
the future of the British Cameroons. N ) - : T A R
STR ANDREW 'COREN (United K1ngdom) recalled that he had,stated in the Couneil. .
on lO February that it would be premature for him to meke a:statement on- the: .7
Erltish Cameroons untll after the results of the. recent meetlngs of the new House:
of AsSembly of the southern Cameroons were known. ss v Ve e madlg ptaa 42 W BN S
‘As ‘members were aware, he said elections to the Hovse of Assemtly in-the-
southern Cameroons were held on 2& January. The KNDP (Kamerun National- Democratlc
Party) won lh of the 16 seats, and the KINC (Kemerun National Congress) and.the
KPP (Kamerun People s Party) which ran as a coalltion &and which were the former, .

parties in power, won 12 seats. _ b on B g o v,ly;

[fhe KNC-KPP coalltlon favored continued association with the Federation of
Nigeria while the’KNDP advocated severance of political ties ‘with Nigeria and
ultimate unification with the French Cameroons;zw ‘

John Foncha, leader of the KNDP,,the‘former.oprosition\party, he said, was
gppointed Premier of the-southern Cameroons and he had formed a government. The
new House of Assembly began its meetings on 11 February, he stated.

According to a report which he received over the weekend, two motions sponscred
by the government party were carried by a vete of 1 to 12, Sir ANDREW said. These
motions, in brief, asked that immediate steps be tsken to implement the policy for
secession from Nigeris and for continuing the territory under a modified trusteeship
for some time,during which possibilities for reunification with any French or
British sectors could be entertained., The motions also asked that, sirce a plebis-
cite was likely to be held to determine whether the soutlern Csmeroocxns should
secede, the registration of voters for the forthccming federal elections be post-

poned.

(more)
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SIR ANDREW then turned to the report of the visiting mission to the British -
Cameroons and in particular quoted the mission's conclusions that the results of
the 24 January elections cannot be regarded as decisive as far as the future of
the southern Cameroons 1s concerned.”

The mission, he continued, further stated in its report that, if general
agreement should develop in the newly-elected Houge of Assembly concerning the
future of the southern Cameroons "a formal popular consultation may prove to be
unnecessary, but ifvno such agreement emerges, it may only be through a consultation
at some appropriate future date, probably a plebiscite, that it will be possible
to resolve the basic issues.” o ‘ 4 _

Sir ANDREW then made several observations on behalf of the administering
authority. It was clear, he said, that the voting in the House of Assembly -- 1k
votes to 12 -~ reflected party lines, and that no general agreement concerning the
futvure of the southern Cameroons had developed in the House of Ascembly.

Both parties, Sir ANDREIW continued, accepted the‘idea that a plebiscite was
reqniréd to determine the future of the.southern Camexrnrons.

. The administering authority, he added, shared this view. It also agreed with
the conclusions of the visiting mission that the results of the 24 January elections
could not be regarded as decisive as far as thé future of the southern Cameroons
was concerned.

Tbeladministering authority, Sir ANDREW declared, also agreed with the visiting
mission that the conditions for such a pieﬁiscite, including its timing and the
choice of the question or guesticns to be put tothe people, would have to be
determined by the UN General Assemblyvand fhe adﬁinistering authoriﬁy. In this,
they undoubtediy would take into account  the wishes of the political parties in

~ the southern Camerbons, he believed.

(END OF TAKE 1)
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TRY"T“VSHTP COUNCIL -- TAKE 2 -

STR ANDREW CCHEN (United Kingdem) went on to say that he felt the. Trusteeship
Council would asgree that s plabiscite would be neeessary, and thut the General
Assembly ghould be asked to authorize such a plebiscite in agreement with the
administering authority after the views of the politiéal parties in the sputhern
Camerocns have been heard. . : :

On the most important questions -- the timing of the plebiscite and the choice
of the questions to be put -- Sir ANDREW saic the Council no doubt would not expect
him to anticipate the views of the political parties which would be expressed by |
their leaders before the Assembly's Fourth (Trusteeship). Commitbees .. ... SO —

He believgd that John Foncha, Premier of the southern Cameroons, and E.M.L.
Endeley, former Premier and the leader of the present opposition coalition, would
attend the resumed General Assembly'seésion and would express the views of their
parties. »

- Sir ANDREW made clear‘that the future of the territory was not at issue
hetween the administering asuthority and local opinion; rather, it was an issue
petween two political sections of the territory. The administering authority
therefore believed that the people of the southern Camerocns should have full
opportunity to express their views. : g i &

Sir ANDREW then took up the question of the future of the northern section
of the British Cameroons.

Quoting from the report of the visiting mission, Sir ANDREW noted the mission':
opinion that the wishes of the people of the northera and southern sections of the
trust territory should be determined separately.

The mission, be went on, believed it to be "manifestly” the opinion of the
nortﬁern population as a whole that they should become permanently a part of the

northern region of kua Federation of Nigeria vhen the latter attains independence.

(more) ; i 5. AT T R SO Uy B RO o S AN
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C

The mission went on tozstate,~Sir AVDPWW cohtlﬁoed, that there was no differ-
ence of opinion-on the question of-thHe future of the northern Cameroons which
would require or. justify the holding of a formal consultatlon with the people.

union as & basis for termlnatlno the trusteeship agreement no further consultatlon
was required. L BT :

Speaking for the admlnisterlng authorlty, Slr ANDRLW sa id he found the .
v131t1ng mission s v1ews conv1nc1ng. He belleved this would be the general view
of the Trusteesh1p Council ‘and that the Council would make such a recommendatlon

to the General Assembly. = - A A

Slr ANDREW made clear that the administering authority had been prcpared to
have a pleblscite in the northern sectlon if thls were consldered necessary, but
the views of the v1sit1ng mlss1on - that a plehisc1te was neither necessary nor
justifled there -- could not be 1gnored. . g

Abdullahi Dan Buram Jada, Mlnister .for Northern Cameroonlan Affalrs, he said
would come here to make a statement before the Fourth Committee.w

y Ihe Pre 1dent MAX H DORSINVILEE (Halti), asked if any member was ready to
speak on the question. ' | L :

~

There were no speakers, and the Counoil adjourned untml 10 30 a.m. tomorrow,
17 February. ' ' '

.

(B ¢ AND PRESS SE TR/1462)
(END OF TAKE 2 AND PRESS RELEASE TR/1L(2)





