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AGENDA ITEMS 6 and 17 

QUESTION OF THE FUTURE OF THE TRUST TERRITORIES OF THE CAMEROON$ UNDER BRITISH 

ADMINISTRATION AND THE CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION: (continued) 

(a) GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 1282 -(XIII) 

(b) REPORTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS VISITING MISSION TO TRUST TERRITORIES IN WEST 

AFRICA, 1958 (T/1426 and Add.l, 1427, 1434) 

General debate (continued) 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): When I SJ?oke to the TrusteeshiJ? 

Council the other d9:y~ .tasked for its indulgence .in allowing me not to reake a 

full statement at that time about the future of the Cameroons under British 

administration. I said that I thoug~t I should wait until the results ~f las~ 

week's meeting of the Southern Cameroons House of Assembly were known. We 

received a report during the weekend of the results of that meeting. I am 

therefore now in a position to pro·ceeff >with my statement. 

I shall deal first with the Southern Cameroons and then with the Northern 

part of the Trust Territory. 

I should like to start off \/hat I have to say abo.ut the Southern Cameroons 

by quoting part of paragraph_196 of the Visiting Mission's report: 

.· ,"Irt the light of the conditions suggested by the two parties under 

-which they would accept the election results as deciding the future of the 

Territory, the Mission considered that the most probable consequence which 

might follow from the elections on 24 January was a fur ther consul~on of.­

the people through_a plebiscite on their _f}J:ture. In these circumstances 

the Mission decided that after the receipt of the results of the elections 

and of other relevant information concerning them it might be necessary for 

it to formulate further observations concerning a possible plebiscite. 11 

(T/1426, paragraph 196) 
As ~ll memb~rs of, the -Trusteeship , Council v.now, • the electi'ons ' were duly held 

on 24 January" .The Komerun National Democratic : Party -+.a-on fourteen of t~~ __ 

tw seats;. :.the · Karn.enm Nrtioti~l Cot:igros~ and t.be Karnerun People's Party 

eh fought the elections as a coalition and which had formed the 

Government before the elections -- won twelve....seats. .. I think that I should now 

quote what the Visiting Mission has to say about the res.ult of the elections in 

the supplementary report which it has suboitted. 
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.: ··-, . . 
•frThe Mission was info~ed further that the average pol~ was 70 per cent 

of the register~d ~lectors. . It _is dif:fic1;1l t to indicatE:! .. with accu,racy the 
.. . 

perc~ntage of votes cast for candidates supporting the ._t,ro main political 

trends, sine,~ the Kumba North-:Hest seat was won without opposition an,d the 

pos·i tions of the indepencleqt candicla.tes are not known. II 
: .. . :~· : ~ . . . . . . . . . • • : . . 

that .is, on the 

future of tqe Territory.. "For an approximate indication, however, . the 

Kumba seat might _be calculated as be_ing worth to the KNC/KPP 70 per cent of 

'th~ 9,550 regis_terecl .electors there --. i.e. ,as 6,G.85 ,,votes.- On tbis basis 

a _total of 58,069. votes, o·r 4o.4 per cent, might be._ said to have been, cast 
\ ·• . . 

in favour of candidates pledged to support association with the Federation 

o.f. iTigeri~~ and ·15,.326 vot~s, or 5~.3 per cent, in favour of candidates 
. ' . . . . . 

s11p:porting 'secessi9n' _from Nigeria. jhe. remaining 7.3 per cent of the votes 
.· ·,. . ' . 

were cast for independent candidates. 11 (T/1426/Add.l, para. 212) 

The Mission goes on to say 11;1.ter: . . • . . . ' 
11 It should also b_e said : ::-- and . the_ Mission's o,m observations in the 

,+1erri tory b?r.e . this out -.- t,hat. persona~ likes and dislikes towards 

candid.ates.and. issues of a purely local cha_ract.er, undoubtedly had a 

bearing on the polling." . ( Ibid. ) . . 

.lls the mem'ber~ of the Co:tmcil well know, Mr. Foncba was appointed Premier of 

tbe Southern Carperoons and has formed a Governmen.t • . . He is the leader .. of the KNDP. 

Furthennore, ~ast week, a . meeting of the Southern Cameroons_ House of Assembly was 

h,eld. . It began on 11 Feb;ruary. Tuo motions were introduced into the House by the 
~-------

Government Party, and I should like to read out to tl;ie Council the terns . of these 

motions . The first read? as follows: . 

"That this honourable House prays Her M3:Jesty's Government to tEJ.ke 

ircrnediate . steps _to fulfil the will of the peop~e _of the Southern Carr.eroons 

as indicated by the res1,tlts of the last gener(il elections in whiqh _, the KNDP, .. · , , . . ' . • . . 
the secessionist party, polled more than half the total number of votes cast, 

and thus implement the policy of this Government which strongly advocates 

the Southern Cameroons from the Federation of Nigeria before 

she e1tta.;ins independence in 1960 and to continue under a reodified form ---

be explored." 
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· ,.; ... , .. · ..... : 

,The second motion introduced by the Gov~nment Party reads as follows.: 

,, • "That in ;iew or' th~ fa~t' that -~ pieo:l.scite ':i.~- i:!.kelit; be. the 

'meP:tis of ·a.et~rrriinihg 'wheth:er' ·-~i/\:i6t :ihe, Southern'' C~me;~o:ri~ should secede 
• ." . t ' · • • ., I •• ". • , •· ' . • " ... , • / , ' : • ~ · • ' • • , • . · • , '. • ' ., ' ' ~ • ' ' : • • 

from the· Federation of Nigeria, this Honourable House humbly prays 

Hfs 't:X:ceil~~cy :ni~ . Gov~~rio;; ·a~iie;ai •• to 'p-~stl25in~ • t~e . ;~~rat'io'n ~:f • v~ters 
•' .• :· ·: ,· : · ,· · -~- , . . ·. ' : : · , 't . ' '' . • . : . ·,¥\ · . - .:· . .. , !•:· ·~·: :._·: · : .• .· . .. . , ·.- .. . ~--.;·...;.· __;...· ---

• in ·.the-Soa:~ ·-'Cameroons :fo'r the forthcoming general elections to the 
.. ·',. . ·.· . , ,.: • . . -,·: .. , • .. · -·~-~:: , · , ·: •: : , .. __ . ' . • •• .. ·_ . . '.· . · . ••• ' , . . · • . 

Rous~ of ·Repres'eritatives 1-zjtil it· ·becon:e·s · clear· whether or not the 

' s~liern &etoond ~:ill. 66'.ntii:nie ' 'to send representatives to th~t--H'otse~" 

• 'r should like ·also to' ~a;a. ·oh't; t~e Couricilthe terms~~~nd~ 

to:'the:: first of thes:e res~lut1bns' \,hich' _.was ' rno~~-a. bY. the ~'Qposition-:~ar~ which 
, .. . . " • 's: •· . . ; ._ . •• •.; . ... • •• •. ----:-- :-- .- - • • 

pre\rious'ly" forreed the Goveri:urierit of the· Southern ·cameroons ~ This amendment was 

the 'kind' of amendment •• which sUbit:t tui~~~thihg:_d)k;i~ili-r~fe~~nt •• for , the 

• ·, inot:foh; a~ it ' originally stoo·d. ·, ; And ·the' "'hoie mctibti/ ii it had been amended, 
' .. • \ ' ~ '\ ·' -~ 

would have :r:Cad as :.'.f.o:llows: . 

"'Iho.t this Honourable House reandates the Premier and Leader of •• -> 

the' '6ppbs°:itiori iri -this Hous~ '-td r~e~p~-r~7~s:· e~n~t~::_~~~~~~~~~~~~~----
tb.e · nitefi :Nations r an:Lzatiori the opinion of th:i.s House ' thatthere can 

be no better future for ' :the ·southern Cameroon~ than •• in its • C 

ot~i_nore ef:fe'cti v~ ::::,:::>_-=::.:.....:.:..::::=::_::;-~~~~ e 
of -~ ~s'6uth~erit '.·-68roo-~pjl_J~bout; their futke relatfo!lship . v/i th 'the • 

Federation· of Nigeria. in view· of 'the ; fact th~t:,,.-· ----=:::~-ta:::: 
· · • - - • · · · • ·.· · .. · · • • • • ,· • · •. • .. • • • • i r · . : 

cenriot ~~r;,::iziv_~ion _ bf the wiGhes of' the peop e. 

The -res·u1t of the debate whibh has been reported . to rr:e by telegrarme is· 

that the two G~r:::nent rr.otiona were carried by 14 • votes to • 12 ~ • 

;·· At : this stage I think :t shouli just refer the Council tO the c·6nclusion 

rea.,ched b'y the Visiting ·Mission in its suppl'ernei;_tary ~eport . .- I am go:i.ng to 

. r 'ead 'frbra p1~agrsr,h . 218 of the ' :s 'u:ppl~rneiltary report·: 
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"ln the light of the foregoing; the l4isaion has·· .corte to ;the conciusion 

that the results:of the elections cannot be regarded as decisive •as fares 

the ~uture of the Southern: Caineroori:s is concerned. ·r:r general agreement 

shoulri develop •in the newly-elected House of Assembly concerning the 

future of. the Southern -Cameroons a formal .popular consultation may prove 

to be .. unnecessary; but if no such agreen:ent emerges, it may only be 

through a consultation at some appropriate future date, probably a ·' 
• ··-:--, ____ _ - -------- . ------:..___ 

ple~i§_ci~~l-be-·pesttible. to---resoive the basic issues. In -that event, the Mission considers that.the conditions for such a 

consultation, including its timing and the question or questions to be 

put to the people, will have to be determined by the Gener~l Assembly 

&nd the Adminiztering Authority in consultation and ~a far as possible 

in agreement with the politic al parties in the Southern Csmeroons . ti 

(T/1426/Add.1) 

I have given the Council the result of the debate in the Southern Cameroons 

House of Ass embly last week, and I have also referred to the recon:mendation of the 

Visiting Mission. 

I ~hould now like to mal~e some observations on behalf of the United · Kingdom 

delegation. First of .all, I think from the voting in the House of Assembly 

14 for and 12 against, which reflects the Party composition of the Hciuse of 

Assembly ,.._ that it is clear conclus'ion that no I! general agreereent 11 has developed 

i,:: this House of. Assembly., to use the words from the Visiting Mission I s report, • -
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• I have received c,nly a t ·ele'graphi; report o'f the' 'procee·di~gs, but I understand 

that both parties have made 'it clear "that' they ac 

in . order to d_eterinirie their futur ~ e Ad;:i.nistcri~g Authority on whose 

behe.lf speak also takes this ~iew ·and agre~s with '. the Visiti:1g Mis~io~--that the 

results of th~ iec~nt electibns cann6t '. be ' regarded as de~:i.s:i..ve as far as the 

future of the· • SouthP-rn Cmierbons:._rs····cbti~~I~ed . • Therefo~e' we agree . with the 
i . . 

Visiting Mission also that the conditions for such consultation, including its 

timing and the questi?ns to be put, ~hould. be deterroi~ by the General Assembly 

and the Administerin·g Authority. in d~ing so' the Gene~al Assembly a~d the ' 

Ad.ministering A;tniJrity ~Till :n~ doU:bt ,.,i~h' t;b 't~1c~ 'into ·ac~o~n1 th°e views of the 

political parties represent'ec1. -- ·1n the soi:ithern: Cttnerooris lefs'islature. 

I believe that the Trusteeship Council will ·agree; · as · we do, with 'the_ view 

that the re~~rit elections ;a.~not;- in the ·iight of their· results, be i'~g~rded as 
. ·. 

decisive,. and · also that s~ce • rio • general ag~eeil'.!ent as to ' the fu:t':1re he s • eme~n 

the newly • elected legislature, a plebiscite • will be necessary~ r.:. think , also . that 
, .• , .. • - . ---- ' - · , . ----- • • • • 

the Councii will agree that the General Assembly shou'.Ld be askea to authorize such . . 

a plebiscite :hi agreement vii th the Administering' Authg_p;t-y ~ The conditions under 
---------which the plebiscite should be held, -incl.uding the ·questions to be put and the 

timing of~~h -~ plews-ef:i),) ~ouid' be settled h-~~,~~=:::;z-;;;;;n;e;r;a;:::;l=;A;:;:s:::s=~=~-~:---:1~·n=-· _".'"". -.:...--

cons~~::.)'ith the Administering Authority, after the views ~f the leaders of 

the political parties repre~ented in· t.he Southern Cameroons legislature have been 
. :. , r- . 

• • Obviously the most difficult questions confronting the United ·Nations are 

the questions of timing and .the choices to be put to the people. I do not th~nk ------that the Council would wish me, in respect of these particular matters, to 

anticipate the views which will be expressed to the Fourth Ccrr.mittee by the 

political leaders frcm the Southern Careercons. I believe that bot.h Mr. Foncha, 

the Premier, and Dr. Endeley, the leader of the opposition, will be coming here 

and they will express their views and those of the parties they represent to the 

General Assen:.bly. I think it is right and proper that it should be .they rather than 

· I who should put forward these views. I do not propose, therefore, on this 

occasion to go into these particular matters. · 

I have made it clear that we believe that a consultation by pl.ebiscite will be 

necessary and that this view is accepted by the political parties. I do not think 
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that on this occasion it would proper or appropriate for me to go into 'the questions 

of timing e.nd choices. I wish to emphasize this point particularly: this is riot 

an issue between anAdministeri~g·Authority and a local legislature 'or political 

party; . it is a question between :tp two sections of political opinion in the 
. . · - --•• 

Territory. The concern of the United Kingdom as Administering Authority is -

that the~eopl~cl..h™-&-:fu.1-l-aad fa j r __ Q::QIJO:C~ t~ __ in the ___ Sou tl:l_ern_ -Came~oons 

of ex.pr.es.s-ing their views. He are concerned with that. It is for the=i to say ­

what their views are. Therefore., I have 'made it clear today what I think this 

Council might conclude on this matter. 

lilrn to turn now to an essentially different problem, _that of the 

~roans, which is also dealt with in great detail in the report of the 

Visiting Mission. ,I shall begin by re~nlling the statement which I made ih the 

Fourth Committee about the future of the Cameroons under United Kingdom 

Administration. I spoke at considerable length on this subject on 15 November last. 

I said; among other things, that how the consultation of the people of the 

British Cameroons about their future ,should be organized was a matter in the first 

instance for the VisitingMission to advise on and for the Trusteeship Council to 

consider. 1 said at the time that subject to the views which the Visiting Mission 

might express a."'1.d the Trusteeship Council might form in the light of their report, 

it was the belief of the United Kingdom Government that the consultation should 

take the form of a plebiscite under United Nations supervision. 

I made it quite clear, which I think anyone would agree from a reading of my 

statement, that as far as the United Kingdom Governn:.ent was concerned, we were 

quite ready to agree that there should be a plebiscite in the Northern part of the 

Territory. I am sure that the same view has been held by the authorities in ----Nigeria, who are obviously closely concerned in this matter. 

He envisaged that this plebiscite would take place subject to the views which 

the Visiting Mission might express in both parts of the Territory, both the 

Northern imd the Southern parts, and I expressed the view . in my statement;.. that 

the best and fairest ar:c.~~:mgement would be for the votes in the two parts of the 
-------------------------:----:::--------:::--::--,--;..._ 

Territory to be counted separa±0lyrAlthoug~ he_re again, I was most careful to 
..... -----
point out that this also was a matter for the Visiting Mission to advise on in 

the fj_rst instance and for the Trusteeship Council and the General Assembly to 

consider subsequently. In fact, I made it perfrectly clear at the tiDe that 
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the views which I proYisionally e:cpressed then regerding the method of 
. ' .. ' . 

. , ,,consultation we.re entirety suhject to the f':i..rid.ings · cif the Visiting Mission. If . 
• • l 

members -of _the Council will look . at· parak:taph • 173 of · the repbrt of the ·vi'siting 

Mis_sion:,. they ·will see : that the Mis'sibn ::i_tself ;aae the . sam~ :point. 
., ; 

The Hission deals· in paragraph's i66.- ·to· 169 of it's r~port with the question of 

the relations .of. the Northern and Southern ;:parts of the Trust Territory iri regar<:1-

to .J ,he consulta,tion to .. teke ple:oe, 'and they ctiriie to the very definite conclusion 

that the wishes of the North.em. ·and :southern . peoples of the Ter~itory should be 

detei",Illined separately. They ·:point .:01..i:t; in · parS:graph ·.i68 that the distinction to be 

drawn between the Northern and Southern parts .-6f the Territory ond their people 

• is a fact Which cannot .pe: . eliminated ·without ;-do'ing' ·violence to the wishes of all 

known opinioi;i. in the .North~ 
• ~ ' ' ·· · • 

•• , ,t . . 

. ·. - ) --

; ; • ._.. 

' . 
•• a • • • • • 
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. It seems to my delegation that this view cannot fail to ·be accepted. Given, 

therefore; this conclusion that t_!le north and south must ' be dealt_' with sepa~ately, 

the Mission -then had to consider what form tl;e consultation should take in 

each o:f the two sections of the Territory. The Mission considered this question 

. in--tl:'re'knowledc;e that the Administering Authority would be prepared to agree 

to a plebiscite in each section if, in the opinion of the Mission, this was 

.necessary and if the General Assembly decided thereafter to authorize one . . The 

Mission was not, of course, in any way bound by its terms of reference to 

recommend any particular form of consultation, nor necessarily to recommend the 

same form of consultation for each section of the Territory. Here I should 

like to refer the Council to paragraphs 171 to 173 of the report. The Mission 

remarked in paragraph 171: 

nThere appeared to be a wide-spread·notion among the regional Governments, 

the political parties and apparently the public at large that a plebiscite 

was to be' a United Nations requirement." (T/1426, page 79) --'------~ 

Perhaps, reading betlieen the lines, I detect --. I hope I a:n not being unjust -- a 

slight feeling on the part of the Mission that the Administering Authority may 

cm:ceivably have erred in lending currency to such an idea that the United Nations 

would itself insist on a consultation. But what has the Visitir.g Mission to say 

on this poir_t? Here I should like to quote pan£graph 172: 
11 The Mission -was not wholly prepared for this, because there was nothing 

• in its terms of reference, nor in the memorandum of the Administering 

Authority, which had committed either the United Nations or the 

Adrainistering Authority to the idea that a plebiscite or other special kind 

of consultation bad already been judged necessary or appropriate to the_ 
. . . 

circumstances of the Trust Territ.ory. The Mission therefore approached 
. . ~ . 

its task in the Trust Territory with the ur.rlerstP.r~dir.g that the necessity 

or otherwise for a pleb:i.Rcite was an entirely o:peri q_u~:j,pn,_to which it 
---=-- . 

was one_of ita..prin.ci.Jt_Q:,l __ functions to suggest an ~nswer. 11 (Ibid.) 
·- ------·--·------ --• -

The Mission goes on to refer to the debates which t·ook place in the Fourth 

Committee at that time and to a statement which ·I made 'on 15 November 

I have already referred. It talks about:·· 

to which 
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"the announcement . made on . 1_5 ; No.yember by t,he representative of the 

Ad.ministering Authority that subject .to . the views. of .the· Mission and 
. . . ' . ' : . . . . , 

the Trusteeshi~ Council it inten9-ed ,to ask .· the · Gep.era.1 • Assembly at· its 

• next session to agree to a .consuJ..tation in the ,form.of ,a .plebi·scite~ 11 

(T/142·6~ . i,a&;e 79) 

Can there be any suggestion there _1:)etween ,the lines -that .perhaps the representative 

of ·thP. -~dministering Authority was being a little premature in making this 

remark, everi°"if it .was maq.e su'pject to.the views of .1the Mission itself? I do 
r < ,"" • •• 

not' J~now, ' but .I certainly entirely agree . with the · view expressed by the Mission 
' ' ' •,. ~ . , . , • , • • • . • - • I • • 

in this :i;:art of, it,s re,port tha,t it was ~ntirely o:i;:en to it ,to suggest what :form .. 

a consultation should.take; and not only :that _, but ,whether it was- necessary for 

a consultation to be held at all. 
,. 

• .Now I feel -t).1at, even at ; the, rislc of .being . .a ,little tedious, I must g_uote 

or at a~y. rate. ref er to .· s;me of the • opinion a, o_f subst;:3,nce .which the Mission 
• ; .. :··, / ' .. •. ·•• . . . . . 

expressed in this .part o_f i_ts. report. -I. should like to preface this by making 

it very clear ·that we, as the. Admini,stering Authority, are :il!lpartial in this 
• ' • • ~ • I ,\ • ' • •_ 

He_.are not conGerned to ~press one solution or another but we are 
. · , _. . . . : ·, 

concerned to do _-the right thing i._n the,. interests 9f. the rPopl~. 

· • ·ori the subje'c:t. of the views : of the people of. the northern s.ection of the· 

Cameroons t:nder British administration as to _their fut.ure, the ·Mission has a 

good deal· to · ;3?,y, and I should like . to refer . the, Council to . some of _these 

passages. The firs.t one to . ,~hich I want . to refer is raragraph 150, in which the 

Mission refers to the views • expressed in _ the J_)ast by •11the Emirs and. their ... 

traciitfonai ··a:a..visersll . . Ii;i. paragraph l.51 -- - and I · think this is impo;.~tant ·- the 
, . 

Mission · goes on to say: 
11 The I'1issiori found the Emirs saying_ the . same ' thing today' but now tl:1ey 

spe?-k ''wi tb ·the :~uppqrt~ ~f n:any other voices. '.j:hey themselves are surrounded 

bi ~counciis \rid~ly. repr~sentativE:? of grqups :within the . cccmunity. ·• There are 

elected. cnun'cils in .the districts; there are elected Co.meroonians sitting 
, .• • • . I • • • • 

in the reg:i,onal and federal legislature?.;there_are political _:i;:arties:, · for . 

and against ,the Governmen,t,. with active organizers and s:i;:oke:;;men; and there 
. . , , . • . . . •. . • , ! · - • • • ,, • . • 

is an :i.rm.eA.surA.bly larger numcer than . ten yea:r:s ago : o_f .men who are ready to 
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express ,ari opinion• Almo'st without exception ..•. all who spoke to the , 
• 

Mission conceived of no other future for the Noi·thern Cameroons than as 
a part of the Northern Region and thus, in 1960, as part of the independ~pt 

Federation of Nigeria,. 11 (T/1426, page 72), 

In paragraph 152 it states: 

"There is only one bcdy which canbe said to be in any sense representative 

of the Northern Cameroons as a whole. This is the Consultative Committee 

whose composition and functions, · as described earlier, entitle it in the 

Mission's o:einion to speak the minds of the people with all the authority 
---

that can be expected in the present circumstances of public opinion and 

expression. 11 (Ibid.) 

If I might just refer the Council to the composition of this body, this is shown 

in paragraph 178 of the. report. It consists of: 
11 the elected Minister for the Northern Camercions as chairman, the Lamido 

of Adamawa., the Emir of Dikwa,. all the other elected members from the 

Northern Carneroons in the regional·and federal legislatures, and six special 

members chosen by their local councils to represent the more remote southern 

areas .11 (Ibid. , :page 81) 

The Mission says in paragraph 152: 
11At Hubi, in the Mission's presence, . the Consultative Committee debated 

and adopted unanimously a resolution in which, considering thRt the 

Northern Cameroons had a common culture, tradition, language and_ 

administration with the Northern Region of I-Ji r.-eri 

wis of the People under trusteeship was to remain with the Northern Region 

when Nigeria received its independence in 1960. 11 (Ibid., :page 72) 

In paragraph 153 the Mission goes on to say: 

"In discussing the subject further with the Mission, n::embers of the 

Committee from the Adamawa :parts of the Trust Territory, from the Gwoza 

District in the Dikwa Emirate, from the Benue portion of the Trust Territory 

and fror:i the r~ambilla plateau, all supported that position. Nor did 

any of the representatives consi~Northern Cameroons should be 

united with the Southern Cameroons." (~.) 
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•· .,,." .. t . , . .... -··· .. -, .. 
'rhen in paragraph 154 the Mi~~io.n, sa,ys .that . five of the •.el~cted members . . . ~ ,. . . . . . . • • ;. _ .. 

of the Committee, in a separate memorci.ndum, expressed variqus. views, . includil;'.l.g 
'. . . ; • • •. ; .' : ': •_. • ~ . ~ I . • •. : • ' • ' 

this: 

"They made it clear that neither they, nor in their opinion the .. people who 

had elected them, desired or expe'~t~d- any change .~n the re_lationship 

with Nigeria. n (T/1426 ,_ pa,c,;e 73) ·• . . . ' . . ·. . • • . •. · 

Again, going to pa_r~,graJ.)h 157, it .st~t.E:s: 

"Among al], of the District and Village ,H,e9:ds. and ,the members ·of -the District 
. .. • . ' . ,. . '' . · .• . . . ..', • •,• ; _., _' . . 

Council whom the Mission met -- and .it believes _that every -district in the 
• ' . ": / . . . __ - • • : ··-. . · _ ; ' "'. : : • . • . •• i • . • ; -.. _, • 

Northern Cameroo.ns was represented befor.e .. it in this vay: -- .the feeling· wa s 
. • / : : • • :• C • : • •• • • •, '. ; • . • • ; •- • • .• .... .. • • • • ~ .I .• • 

the same, They were all of the opinion that the inhaqi.tants of, the 

Norther n Trust .. Terr:i tory -wquld oppose a 
# # -· • • : , , • ~ • • • • 

a?-. of separat i on from . 

Nigeria and that the areas con_c~rn~a. .. belonged p_rp.per).y, in 

admi nistered and should therefore remain a 

part of. the Northern R~_g:ion of Nigeria?fl (Ibid.) 

But l _et us refer also , to t _he opposition parties. These are dealt with in 
. , ,· - ~ .- , 

para13raph _149 , ~rher~, after :r::eferring to yarious vi_ews about internal g_uestions 

which were expressed to the Mission by opposition :parti.es, the I{:i.ssion writes 

as follows: 
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"For the Mission's purpose, moreover, the most important aspect of tQe 

dissenting views, expressed either through the opposition political parties 

or through local groups and individuals unconnected with the parties, is . 

that they relate ·nternal policy .and administrat_ive method, 

and do not call into question the continued association of the Northern 

Cameroons ,-ri th the Northern Region of Nigeria. 11 (T/1426, p. 71) 

The~e are other passages in the sarre sense. If I may turn to the Mission's 

corr.ments on the determination of the future of the Trust Territory, starting from 

page 77 of the English text of the report, I should like to quote first from 
, '. 

paragraph 175: 

"'rhe Visiting Mission found the great majority of the northern 

gov~-~-.and traditional leader S--:-polHfcarpar~spok-eS11ien, 

representatives of District Councils and other persons with views on the 

rratter in a state of mind which could better be described as resignation 

to the virtual imposition of a plebiscite than a posit:i.\ 

it. This was not because they had any fear about the result; on the 

contrary they had no doubt of a practically unanimous vote in favour of 

the Northern Cameroons becoming part of Nigeria.II (Ibid., p. 80) 

··The Council will remember the passage I quoted earlier to the effectthat 

the Mi s sion had found the people in a state of mind that the United Nations itself 

was likely to require a plebiscite. That passage from paragraph 175 should be 

read in connexion with the statement which I have just mentioned. 

Again, let us look at ~,bat is said in paragraph 178 of tht:! report where it 

refers to the Consultative Committee, which I bade described _earlier, having: 

"unanimously ad.opted a resolution reaffirming the desire of the people of 

the Northern Cameroons to belong to the Northern Region of Nigeria when the 

lat""ter attained independence in 1960, its members with . equal . unanirni ty • .• 

informed the Mission that they would accept a plebiscite if it should.be 

considered necessary - but that they did not so consider :i.t. 11 (Ibid., p. 81) 
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"These representatives expre'ss'ed the opin~on' Whi,c'h was echoed many 

'times before the Mission by people ' o-r the l'Jorthern Cameroons everywhere it 

werit betw~enYola and Bama, that the future of the Nqrthern Cameroons as 

an integrai -part cif Northern· Nigeria was in no sen~e an issue on which opinion 

was divi~led. They emphasized: th'at -~he; wishes of tn.e people had been rrade 

known on intluine r able· :oc~~-sions th;ough th.ei~ ~lected ar:: well as their 

-traditi,onaf :repres~ntat·i ~es , · and that" a pl-~bis~it~ could bave no result 

' ·'e:iccept to conf'ir1i those w~shes ' o~c~ -m~r~. 11 (Ib~d.' p. 82) 

I should like tciquote tbe .conciusion which the Mission itself recorded in 

paragraph 1 81: 

"The Mission. has -come . to the . conclusio;;·_, op the basi_s. of the facts and 

opinions lrnown to it -~ 'which include the consideration of historical and · 
• . / . ·. ,. 

political development .· whic:'h it has s·et ~orth in the first part of this report 

that there Hi no d:i'.ffer'ence . of opinion o; th~ principal question of the future 

of the Northern Camero~ns which would ;equir_e or justify the holdinG of a 

f'ormo.l consultation on the ··subject. It believes it to be rnanifestly the ,-·.· ·· ·• 

opinion ·:of the northern _. opulation as a whole, as far as it can be e. 

at present arid in the :fo.reseeable future, that t ey should become permanently ·. 
-------,,_ _____ -~--~ . . ' .• , . • .. 

a part·of the Northern Region of the-F'e'deration _of Nig~ria when the latter •• 

attains independence. The · Mission according_ly recommend.~ that, if' the 

GeneraiAs~erobly accepts such a union as the basis for the termination of 

the Trusteeship Agreement,· no furt.her cous11ltation need be held. II (Ibicl. 'p. 83) 
• ·. . ------- • ' • • 

I must apologize for quoting so extensively from the Mission _, s report, but it 

seemed to :me ·to be necessary to draw the attention of the Council to these particular 

passages. 

Novi", I shmild-, like t'o n:ake' a very fe,.:r observations as the representative of 
. . • ) . . 

the Administering Authority. We, of course,have careful~y ~onsidered _the report 

of the Visiting l-1ission on · this point~ ancl the conclusion which it has reached., 

I am b'6und. 'to, say that we cannot fail to find the arguments of the Miss ion 

convincing. He find them very convincing. I believe, 1tyself, that this will be 

---the general view of the Council, and in fact, that the Council would not find it 

easy to contest the view that there is no difference of op3:.Dian among the people of -
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t.,_he Northern Carneroons about the future, and that there ,~s a gener~l wj sb thaA; 

federation. I think, therefore, that the Council will wish to go along with the 

Missi~~ and to recommend ther:i ,1,0 the Genera], Assembly for appropriate 

action., 

But before I finish I want again to make our position -- the position of.the 

United Kingdom -- absolutely clear in this rr.atter so that there is no possibility, 

of misunderstanding. We should have been perfectly ready to see a plebiscite 

held in the North had this been shown to be neces::;ary. But we cannot ignore the 

views expressed by the Visiting Mission. Since the Mission says that the 

plebiscite is neither necessary nor justi~ied, and has produced what seemed to 

us convincing arguments in support of this case, and since the Mission has in fact 

satisfied itself as to the manifest opinion of the population as a whole concerning 

their future, I hardJ.y think that the Council will wish to see the people of the 

Northern Cameroons burdened gratuitously with all the paraphernalia of a mere 

formal consultation. 

The Minister for Northern Cameroonian Affairs in the Northern Regional 

Government of Nigeria is coming to the United Nations, and will no doubt speak 

and make a statement to the Fourth Committee on this sub;iect. The Minister in 

question is Mallam Abdullahi -Dan Buram Jada. The General t~ssembly will be able -to hear from him the views on this question and on the extent to which, for them, 

the objectives of the Trusteeship System will be achieved by obtaining independence 

as part of the Northern Region of the Federation of Nigeria. 

I wish to ~ay for the Northern section of the Trust Territory, just as I did 

for the Southern section, this is not an issue in which the Administering Authority 

is concerned one way or the other. It is an issue on which the views ,of the 

people roust be considered as most important. We have an experienced and impartial 

Visiting Mission which has gone to the Trust Territory and has reported that 

there is no difference of opinion among the people as to their future. I am sure 

that this Council will wish, in its recommendations to the General Assembly, to 

give full weight to the views which the Mission has expressed. 
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'Th~ PRESIDENT (intei'}?retation from French.): The Council has heard . 

the very important statement just road~: by the representative of the UnitedKing~om 

concerning the 'future .of the Camer6ons 1,1nder. British administration. Are Council 

members ·'r·e~dy immediately to o?eri t,h,e p..iscu~sion? . 

The Chair· would tal~e the liberty of recalling that we have a target date. for 

our work. •. The General Assernb,l:y will open on. 20 February to take up the work 

corfr:erning the future ·or the ·two :Cameroons. It .would be advirlable for ti:1e Council 

between now and Friday of this week to have _rE:ady .. ?- report for sub1:1ission to 

the General Assembly. If no one wishes to t.9-ke , the floor at this ir.on,ent, I will 

have to .adjourn the meeting~ 

The rr.eeting rose at 3.50 p.ni. 
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-TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL - ·- ·TAKE 1· 
. \k.~ .. L l u:. 

1 -, ,r,) ! 

The Trusteeship Council this afternoon continued cons_id~rat_iop .of •the '-ques·t::.~n ~ 

of the fut tire ··of thi/'ca~~roons under Bri,tish _a~inistrationi apd _the _Cqmeroons_ • ,;: ; / 

under French a·dmin:i.stration~ • ._,. ' '.: . 
' ·· :. 

It heard a statement by the _repr~s~ntative. of; .the yn1~~9-_,, _Kin3.:!cm , ~on.~erning • 

the fu:ture_ ~r th~ Bri !i~h_Cam_:~oons. ; . . ': . ' • ' . ' " . : i' ,.,- •. ; '. •• ; • •. • . . 

SIR ANDREW c°OHEN. (United ~ingdom) ~ec,?l'.!-ed that he ... ha.cl:, stated , _in , the: Co:unc il : 
. ··)•' :· ·' · .... ( . . ... · , . . . 

on 10 February that it , would, be __ premattll_'e fop .h~~ i;o ma~e . a , si;;Eitein~nt o~ -J,he: ;_ .~ . 
. ,. ,. •. .. •·.- ~ -· : •. . ... . ; • '· -. , \ :- . 

British Cameroons until E!fter the resuJ_ts of .the; . recent meeti~gs, of the- ,new House, '.·. 
. . ... . . ,· ,• . . . ' - . . ' 

of 'Ass~mbiy 6f the southern.Cameroons were known. 
· . -. · : •·· ': • .• --

As members were a;are, he said, elections to the Hot1.se of Assembly ;1;1 ,.t:q~ ·• •• • •.·· . 

southern Ca~e~oons we:t'e held on 24 January. .The KNDP (~amerun Nati-onal ·Democratic 

. Patty) ~ori 14· 'of ·the ·.16 seat;, ·~~d . the_ KNC (X,~~er~ . ~tiona1 Congress) _and:_- t};le . •. 

KPP (Kame~' P~~pie. 1 s Pafty) which r~n -: as. a co~li °½~on and . . -which we_re th~ former, ,, 

parties in ·power; won l2 seats. 
,, /' . ' ' • • ' . 

. : ' ,_, ·., .. 

,lifhe,,. ~~C.-Jg'P COf:!:lit!on faVored .continued association ,1ith "the ·Fecieratioh · of 

Nigeria while the .KNDP advocated severance of political ties w:ith .. :Nig'eria and · · 

ultimate unification with the French Cameroons.J . 
-:· i 

John Foncha, leader of the KNDP, . the former opposition party, he said, was 
' appointed Premier of the southern Cameroons and he had formed a government. The 

new House of Assembly began its meetings on 11 February, he stated. 

According to a report which he received over the weekend, two motions sponsored 

by the government party were carried by a v~te of 14 to 12, Sir ANDREW said. These 

motions, in brief, asked that immediate steps be taken to implement the policy for • 

secession from Nigeria and for continuing the territory under a modified trusteeship 

for some tim~,during which possibilities for reunification with any French or 

British sectors could be entertained. The motions also asked that, sir-ce a plebis-

cite was likely to be h0ld t o detennine whether the souttr, rn Can::erot,:::-,s should 

secede, the registration of voters for the forthccming federal elections be post­

poned. 

(more) 
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sm ANDREW then turned to the report of the visiting mission to the British 

Cameroons and in particular quoted the mission's conclusions that the results of 

the 24 January ~le~tions ."cannot be regarded as decisive as far. as the future of 

the southern Cameroons is concerned." 

The mission, he continued, further stated in its ·report that, if general 

_agreement should develop in the newly-elected Houf3e of Assembly concerning the 

future of' th_e southern Cameroons "a formal popular consultation. may prove to be 

u~ecessary, but if no such agreement emerges, it may only be through a consultation 

at some appropriate _ future date, probably a plebiscite, that it will be possible 

to resolve the basic issues.n 

Sir ANDREW then made several observations on behalf of the administering 

authority. It was clea!', he said, that the voting in the House of Assembly -- 14 

votes to 12 -- reflected party lines, and that no general ogreement concerning the 

future of the southern Cameroons had developed in the House of Asre~bly. 

130th parties, Sir ANDREW continued, accepted the idea that a plebiscite was 

requl:t'-2d to determine the future of the southern Camer0ons. 

The administering authority, he added, shared this view. It also agreed with 

the conclusions of the visiting mission .that the results of the 24 January elections 

could not be regarded as decisive as far as the future of the southern Cameroons 

was concerned. 

The administering authority, Sir ANDREW declared., also agreed with the visiting 

mission that the conditions for such a plebiscite, including its timing and the. 

choice of the question or questions to be put tothe people, would have to be 

determined by the UN General Assembly ·and the administering autho:rity. In this, 

they un1oubtedly would take into account • the wishes of tbe political parties in 

the southern Cameroons, he believed. 

(END OF TAKE 1) 
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TRUS'rEESHIP COUNCIL -- TAKE 2 

sm ANDREW COHEN (United Kingdom) went on to say that he felt the Trusteeship 

Council would agree that a plebiscite wouid be necessary, and tht.t the General 

Assembly should be asked to authorize such a plebiscite in agreement with the 

administering authority after the views of the political parties in the southern 

Cameroons have been heard. 

On the most important questions the timing of the plebiscite and the choice 

of the questions to be put -- Sir ANDREW saic the Council no doubt would not expect 

him to anticipate the views of the political parties which would be expressed by . 

their leaders before the Assembly's Fourth (Trusteeship},,.Corranittee .. ••o~---,.w •--· · ·~-··-·~-»-

He believed. that John Foncha:, Premier of the southern Cameroons, and E.M.L. 

Endeley, former Premier and the leader of the present opposition coalition, would 

attend the resumed General Assembly session and would express thz views of their 

parties. 

· Sir ANDREW made clear that the future of the territory was not at issue 

l',etween the administering authority and local opinion; rather, it was an issue 

between two political sections of the territory. The administering authority 

therefore believed that the people of the southern Camero0ns should have ful~ 

o:pport,,mity to express their views. 

Sir ANDREW then took up the question of the future of the northern section 

of the British Cameroons. 

Q.uot;lng from the report of the visiting mission.t Sir ANDREW noted the mission L 

opinion that the ·wishes of the people of the northe:r:i and southern sections of the 

trust territory should be determined separately. 

The mission, he went on, believed it to be "manifestly" the opinion of the 

northern population as a whole that they should become permanently a part of the 

northern region of' 1-,h~ F~d~rc:1+:ion of Nigeria_ .ih~u the lf¼•l;·r,er at.t.atns independence. 

(more) 
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The mission went on tb·. stet~, , 's1.r AND:P.EW cqi1t;i.riued, tr:at there was no differ-
-. . . . r 

ence of opinicn :·ori" the· questio~ qf t~e ~ut~e C!f the, nm;thern Camero6ns which 

would re_g_uire or . justify .tbe- holding of a formal consuitation with. the people. 

The missi.on occ~;dingli'rec:ommended that .if the Gener1;1l Assembly accepts such :a '.-. .. .. _ '.' . . 
union as a basis for termin~ting-tbe trusteeship -agreement, no further consultation 

raa r~~u~~ed.__ '; . .. . · . . ·_· - •. - .~:-· · -- :'::: -< ' ~ •. ·. -· , .. . . 

·speak:fng · for tli'e administering·euthority, Sir ANDREW said he found the . . . ...- ·. " . ' ~ ~ . • ' . . 
visiting_ misi:i'ion i's v-i."ews ·c·onvincing~ He believed this .would be the general view 

of _the __ Trusteeship· ·councii, ··and that the c·oun~il -w~~ldmake such a reccrnrnendation ·-~ . 
to the General ·. Assembly. :: . ,_ . 

Sir ANDREW made clear that the ad.ministering author.i ty had_ been prepared to .. .. . 

h~ve a :plebiscite in the northeri1 -section if this -were considered. necessary, but 

ttj.e view's of th~ vis
1

:i.ting ·m1'ssion ~- that a plebiscite was .neither necessary nor 

justified there . ·- could not be ignored. · 

Abdullahi Dan ·Buram Jada, . Minister :for .Northern Ca~eroonian :-A~fair.i.:i, he sa1·a-; •• 

-w~uld come. ·b.ere to 
0

make a . statement before the 'Fourth Com,mittee. 

'!·he' Presia:.ent,,. MAX H. DORSINVILLE. (Haiti), ask~d if' any member was ready to 

speak on the question. 

Th~re were no s~eakers, and the Council adjourned until 10:3() a.m. tomorrow, 

l7 February. 
i . • 

(END oF TAKE 2 AND PREss nELEAsE m/1462,) , • 
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