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AGENDA ITI!l'!S 6 and 17 

GIUESTION OF TaE FU'IURB OF THI:; TRUST T:IBRITORIES OF THE CPJ,fEROONS UNDER BRITISH 

ADMINISTRATION· Al\1D THE CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION: (continued) 

(a) GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOWTION 1282 (XIII) 

(b) REPORTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS VISITING MISSION TO TRUST TERRITORIES HJ WEST 

AFRICA, 1958 (T/1426 and Add .. 11 1427, 1434) 

General debate (continued) 

. .V.:r. JHA ( India) : ·For about a week now., the Trusteeship Council has been 

considering the question of the future of the Cameroons under French 

administration. This task was laid before us by General Assembly 

resolution 1282 (XIII) adopted at the last session. The General Assembly asked 

the Trusteeship Council 

"to examine~ .. the reports of the United Nations Visiting Mission to Trust 

Territories in West Africa, 1958, and to transmit the seme, with its 

observations and recommendations., to the General Assembly not later than 

20 February 1959." 
We have had 'the advantage of studying the Visiting Mission's report and of hearing 

the special representatives from the Trust Territory. Many questions have been 

asked of the representative of France and of the special representatives. We are 

thankful to them for having replied with candour. We have also listened 

carefully to the observations made by many members in the Council. 

At the outset, may I be permitted to express the appreciation of my . 
delegation for the work of the Visiting Mission under the able chairmanship of 

Vir. Benjamin Gerig. Its report bears eloquent testimony to the great pains that 

it has taken to ascertain the facts., to evaluate them and to make balanced and 

sound reccrr.mendations. We regard the Visiting Mission's report as a valuable 

contribution and of great importance in the examination of a question referred _to 

the T:ru;;tecship Council by the General As::,embly. 

Before proceeding to express our views on·the specific conslusions and 

recommendations of the Visiting Mission, I should li!rn to make scme general 
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observations. In the first place, the prospect before us -- and indeed it is our 

privilege :to be associated with such a prospect -- is the birth of a new nation. 

'The moments in history when nations arise in full freedom and independence are not 

too rrany; and such moments, when they ·come, are always moving and of great 
. . 

significance to mankind. The Trusteeship Council has by its labours during the 

past few years contributed in no srrsll measure to the early·attainment of freedom 

by many countries in Africa. My delegation is happy to have had the privilege . of 

being associated with the work of the Trusteeship Council. We have always urged 

the Administering Authorities to prepare the Territories under their trust for 

independence at the earliest date. Our constant advocacy of freedom for dependent 

peoples has been not o'rily in the territorial .sense but in the· ~ense of enjoyinent 

of fundamental freedcms and liberties by the peoples of the countries coricerned. 



AW/a.n 

~n _th~ view of. my .. d~legation_ the ,qu,e_s .tipn qf tlle f14tµr.e .q:f the Cameroons ... "./ .. 
I,.,.; , • · , • • ,: ~ ,. ' . ·; •• • • • • •• ' . • • • " • ,, • ~ • • ,: ' • ·~ • 

is ~-~e -~-f the most _i,mportant o.n _which ;th;e. Qoi.mcil has . been (!.aliea.,-. upon ,to-. -\.' . . 
~ , •" • • f . I , .: , ' ,. •· •·· : • • • ". • - • - • ." ' ; ' • , · • . ' • •• • , \ . 

P1:'l'.:>n~ll~ce _an c,pi!]-i.on~ .- 1·Te are dealing with,_potl;iin_g ;tes_s ;thc),n th~ f:i;-eedom and· 
• • : .. f , . ' • •• • • ••• , •••• _, _ . . .. ,.. .. • • • • - • • ' ' ' . • 

future o.f. 5 __ will ion,. rieo:P~e , in ~l'le_ Camercons, of __ who~. pv:er 3 mill;i;on-a.re· i _n the :: ... 
, , ~ -~:. I :; . :· '. • ' -~ , . ~ . . • • • • • ' •.. , • • . • . . ., ' 

Carner-cons, _ui;\9-e_r._ :french ~'1Tninistration., Jn respect ot wh_om ,my _-r,,em~.rk.s . will_, ·be:·:. :: 
• .. - :. . . . J • \ •. -' . . ~ . -· .;, •.. •. - . . . • •• •• ,· • . .-· · • . • • • • • • • • 

co~f:1:~.7d _-tpip _ppr;nJn~~ .. ThE= qu~stion h!3:_S. ~o_ b_e . co~si_9-~re9,,, i -n _ t.I?e . context o.f, .; ,·: -., 
' .:. .... .. -· .. . • ... , · . . ; . ;. .. . ~ ... . ·- . ~ -· . . . . . . . . . 

t~e _J?,r,?yi_s;i._<)?s. ,i?f tI:e _C.h~rter rel~ti!1~ i:9·. -~~.us_;t<=es9ip ?.~d. the terms of the ',: 
, .. I -. . , • • ••·• • l . • , , • • ; , . ·• ,._. , . • • • • , , • , 

Tru_s_teeshi:p Agre~ment. -', ., 

; , : 4-.ft ~f ;\~': 79, qf: tt;e QharJ~r , l~Xs _ clow~. tl)e _b,asic Qb:jec:ti.-ves pf :the '.l'r,usteeship:.; 

9yst~m .. _, These.,a:re: . 
J ;,·;, . ·,' .. . ( '. ', ·' •:• ... , . . : .1., •. · . .- ,., • • / '. 

• .. 
11 

.• ~ .. _progrE:;ssive_ d~v~lopment towards self-goverprneI1t or ind.~p.endenoe •as 
I . ··;: ; , ''_, ~ ~. i • ; .• . . • ' : • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

_ nia,y .. b~ ,,aPP,rop:r:i.~te to the :Pa:q:Uc_u~9:~ , ?i:1".qUI)1s ta,r1c_es . of esi,ch /l'e:rri tory .and -
. ' : : . ' .. ~ _. .. - : . . . . ' . . . . . •. . . . . . -- . 

its peoples and the freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned, and 

as may be provided by the terms of each trusteeship agreement; 11 

U~der Article 76 (c) it is among the objectives of the Trusteeship System: 

'' . • • to encourage respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms 

for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion .•. '' 

Article 76 thus provides the soil in which Trust Territories are to grow 

and develop towards independence. What the United Natio~s Charter envisages 

is the eventual emergence of Tr~st Territol·ies into independent nations according 

to the freely expressed wishes of the peoples and enjoying fundamental freedoms 

and respect for human ric;hts. It would oe against the -spirit of the Charter 

if the United. Nations General Assembly were to become a party to the creation of 

a State previously under the Trusteeship System in which the people did not 

enjoy fundamental freedoms and human rights and there was no equality under the 

law. 

The principle of consultations, _which is embodied in Article 76 (b) of the 

Charter is thus an imP,ortant one. Trusteeship agreements provide for 

consultations ·with populations concerned at the termination of agreements and 
-------------:---,... 

this is also contemplated in Article 5 of the Trusteeship Agreement for the 

Carneroons under French administration. 

In regard to the Camerooris under French administration we find that there 

has been progressive development of democratic institutions -- even though in the 

opinion of some th~~::::p:'.'m::-,e:-:n-:-:t;:-,h;:-:a::-s~b~e.,,.e"'"n-t~a.,.,r~d':".y-:-_-_-::;:t~o-::;:t:-;-::h:-::e-.::p=:oint when there is a 
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legislative assembly elected on the basis of universal adult suffrage. The 

present Assembly was elected · in December · 1956 on this basis. . There was a very 

high degree of partici a • ng. It is claimed that this was 

extremely high for Africa and higher than is sometimes the case in .old established · 

democracies. 

Such elections were held for all but two seats in the Sa.naga-Maritime area 

where unfortunately there were disturbances. Another two seats in the same 

area were disputed and elections to these were set aside. Consequently, there 

are four seats o.ut of seventy unfilled in the Legislative Assembly. The fact 

that no elections could be held for two constituencies was indeed deplorable. 

However, these disturbances and the fact that four seats are vacant do not in 

our opinion affect the main question of the independence of the Cameroons nor 

are they in themselves valid reasons for delaying it. 

My delegation is impressed by what has been stated in paragraphs 134 and 135 
of the Visiting Mission's report. To quote from the latter paragraph: 

11The Mission must emphasize, furthe:.:more, that there is no evidence of 

any desire in the Territory for an objective short of independence. All 

the Cameroonians with whom the Mission spoke stated, often emphatically, 

that they desired independence. The .Mission did not hear a single 

dissenting voice on that subject, nor was any alternative to independence 

proposed to it. It accordingly considers itself justified in concluding 

that the overwheJmjnc; majority of tbe papnJatjqn desires independence. --There is some difference of opinion among the population regarding the 

date of the proclarnation of i~dependence: some approve the date of 

1 January 1960, which was the Government's choice, while others advocate a.n 

earlier date. But, on the basis of the information the Mission was able to 

obtain in the Territory., it seems safe to suggest that the latter constitute 

only a small minority." (T/1Lt27~ paragraph 135) 

To my delegation the position appears to be as follmrs: The people of the 

Cameroons under French administration have been clamouring for independence for a 
long time. The urge for independence is deep among all se~tions of the people 

and man;y consider that freedom has already been long delayed. There is no 

disposition among any section of the people.to delay independence beyond 

1 January 1960. 
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.... , .. . 
. t. :~·.\ ..... . 

(Mr. _.Tha, _India) 

Ther.e ... are ipcl,eed som_e _who ,:wqu_ld like _the _Terri to:r:y to be~ome .independent 
I• • .J., I ·>••· =I ;,•, ; ' •,,. !" ._,; .• ,: • -.·.:..:.•·.: :r-.•.•,, / . .' •.- t,\! .~ ,•:·' :;- --- ~- .---~- • ••• • •, • ••~ ·•. • :' ·• i ·• ~ •._, .. . 

earlier.. .'.rhe Legislative i,\sse~bly of the Territory which was elected on the • • • 
• .. ' ... ~. ;. .... ' ·" , ..:.· . ' . __ ,: ,", '. . • : ' . :- .i -· ;:. .-:' .. · .' •. • . . ' • ~ '. ,. :• ' ' 

basis of' univ:e.rsa,l ._ad,µlt franchise adopted a r ,esolution on 24 Oct'ober ·19'58 •· 
• _I • • . ':.. ' ·;• Ii • -~~ ' • • 

soleir,gly J?.roclaiming t}:le will of' i;;h,e Cameioonian people tha~ th~ Stat'e ·of the 

Ca~~;;~~~ •• ;~o-uld .a tta~; ~ation~i \~dep;n~~~~-;· ·in· { • tT;~t:a;; i960 ~ • ·' ··-

_ .. , 

. . ,;. 
., .... ,, ,'• 

.. ..... . •' ... 

.. ·.-,·. . ,.: . . ,: .. , , ' ._. ,,. , 
. . : 

: : . 

--:· ~ .' : ·. . -.. 

:, : 
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(M.r •. Jr:a..:. . Ind~) 

This Legislative Assembly, as the Visiting Mission ~as pointed out in 

paragraphs i40 and 141 of its report, is representative in char~cter. The 

Ad."D.inistering Authority has. declared its . intention of granting full indep~p.dence 

. to the · CaJ:ierco~s under French administration on the same date, 'l'he Visiting 

Mission found that this vias the '·desii"e of the overwhe1.ming majority of the 

p~ti£in. To quotFi from the Mission 1 s report, 

" .. ~• the request that the Territory · should become independent on 

1 January 1960·, which was approved i~ the Legislative Assembly of .the 

Caroeroons by • a large ina.'jority' . is also support~d by the great inajori ty 

of' the population.· •.. " • (T/1427°, page 65 f ' • 
We have,therefore, come to the conclusion that the desire for independence.J 

~e Trust Terri tor:( is uiiivers!.i. We believe that this is the _noble 

aspiration of the people of the French Cameroons. He also feel that, after 

many initial hesitations, the A&ninistering Author~ty h~s itself come to believe . 

in the .independence ·of the Fr~n-ch CQ.!l'!ero;ns and hc:.s responded magnaniuiously to 

the aspirations of thepeople of the Territory. 

My delegation is of the view ·that, while the :principle of popular 

consultation is essential, and in the nonnal course we would have considered it 

reore appropriate if consultation had been made under the auspices of the United 

!_ations, in the . c~!cumstances of the Cameroons under French administration we 

should nevertheless a ree with the Visiting Mission I s cor.iclusions that no. further 

consultation of the pepttL .... bion L, n~eesse.1;:y on tbe snbject a:L their ;i ndepe:odence. ---.---
All Goncerned are agreed on the independence of the Territory on l January 1960, , · 

and there is no need to go through the time-taking formality of specific 

consultation under United Nations auspices, which could not give any other 

res\.l.lt. 

He nov address ourselves to two que·stions: . fir~, whether the Cam.eroons 

under French administration that is likely to emerge as an independent country • 

on 1 January 1960 will have all the attributes of independence and sovereignty; 

and, sec~, whethert;he people of the Territocye:ijoy at present, and will e~oy 

o:r:l..,l Jamn:i::~960, all the fna.i;lemental -i'-.'eedcms and respect for human r_ights - --- ~ ___, 
without any distinction, as envisaged in .11rticle 76 (c) of the Charter. 

---- ·- · ---- -· · 
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. :.!. .~ ,i._. • . , , . ' • .• ' 1 

On the ,question. of ·'sovereignty,' ·y1e·· nncl.that in Ordinr;,.nc~ 58'-1375 of. . . .. • , . . . ' , .. ' ,,-- .. ). ' . . ' ,, • . :, ... . '• 

30 Decemb<=f _:1958, the ·· Qove:r~eht • of Frmice has . transferred to the· _Govern,m~nt ·of' :: ... ··, .. 

the :C~11~i;~o~·/ri1:i: ·t~e ·poweil? 6f-'.;tnte;nai .ieg;i.s],at~on .and .. a.~mi~istration, . iricluding:; 
•-·, :, ' .. \ ... . , ... __ , .. ... •, ,. .· .•-··-·- . . ' . ·- . . . ,. . : . . . 

judiciary,," .. ,~cta,ihing to ifsel:f the . respo~sibi~ity fo:r llibnetar~. a.nd foreign :: 
:· i I: .J. : '•, : . · ·-- - •-~ , , · ·•, • · ·- ·• . . • • • •. ·, .· , 

exchange policy, ' foreign policy, fro:q::ti°er. secqrity ani:1: -~et~~~-e ,_qf the .. St<'!,te of ,, _ 

the Cameroons ... W~ .:take note of th,e declaration of the represerrtativ~ o'f_ 

France to .tJ:le .e'~r~;t 'tbfit·. it c~~~~;;:t~t~s ·~~~- .las~ Btag~: ,of:.:t~e - ~volution .oJ .. tbe 

Cameroon~:;~· .~n;t..tt~ii·~-~s ; ~~f;te _· i r~.~P,~ .ien~-~-)zjcl ~h_e ending .of :_1:r½s~e.es.~.ip _as •. 

outlined \n: th~ • ~;;emb.le • to the Statti\~. • • .Tp,e_: ~o~~'f~ent . 9~ JfX:l:J.Il.G.e,. 4as . ;als:o .. -. 

stat~Ht:: ~f\ .~~~'.lt:e~1;>-~~ J~- t.1:,e. ~xdi.nipc;_; · ~h~t ·:i.t:':Js :;.i -t::i .' .d.esire ·"to comply51ith· 

the wishes ~~. ,th~, 1:~g.islati ,;,e1 A_s13~m"bJ,y of .the: Cepie;r9~ns :;tha:t. they. ·should: ntt.aini .' r:. 

full indE?p~r_d,~,~~~_ci~ ·~ Jani,iary ·,196q~. . • • ,,. : ,. 
I : ,. ~ ' . , . . , • . ' ., • ,- , • ~ . • • 

' . 
In .the same connexion 'l"l.~ take note aga~n of .the staterr,e'rit -of': the < 

,_:I ~.:· • ;. :, ,. _> .. '. • • . ·• :: •. :·,'· -· .' ' • . 

repres~?t.~:t~Y:~ :·?tJ"ra_nce. th~t, ."on 1. January l960 . a~u~t:·~on~ciro~_· '£.Y~-~w1i.JlJ.-,,s:t~~~~·.for .- ., . . .• 
ind~pendence and the final external powers will hand,s of the. 

Came~oons autho;ili~~~==~.==p;e.~g~e;·~227~)::_. =--~v~Je~· ~a~l~s~o~.=-n:o:t:_ ~e.::. ~t:h-=-e~stat,ement,·.Of the 
------ ~-· . 

special rep_reser_itatty~ . that .the existing conventions goyerp.ing the relations · ''., .. c, '._ 

betwe~!l .: F1~ance and the C~~ro6ns, which are . annexed to ·the St.atute: of , . ··. -. , 

30 Dec~~er }9?.?,. w~1.l, autcma:tically end on 31 December l959 and the independent·:.'::, 
- # 1 ·, . : ... · .. • l • , ·., ; ' • ! , ..: • • • , • 

Cameroons will thus · be free . tC?· negotiate and enter into new con.vent ions· .. with . . , , , · . 
• ' . ' . r ~ ! ·.•·· · -• 

France or with _ ~ny other State. , • 
" _:~ ~ -_ . : ·. . • .' :. • • • 

t ,Iy delegation would _particularly wish - - . and indeed there · is . an obligation. 
' . . . . ' . .. . . . • . . : . ' , . . • ~ 

on the trn:i tec:i . N':'tions . to _that effect -- that . ·ru~amental 'freedoms • .would . pre1:~i~ : : . '·' 

in the Territory and t'J:;).at _the· State that· emerges on_ 1 January i960 will be one : .. : .·· 

in Which democratic fonns of ·govermn.'ent and deniocratic liberties wiii riourish. I 

This recalls ~o us at once .the disturbances that took pla~e in certain parts of 
; 

• , I 

the Territory in· 1955 and, _later, in 1957, • and uhich have _sporad:i;cally -continued -

during 1958·. • We have: also to t ake note . of the : fact .• that' 6n~ of ,t,~e sevet ~l 

poli ti,,cal _parties. irt ~he . Ter:ri tory is banned and doe~.: not. as such. enjoy liberty 

of . speech . and of association; · 
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It is not our intention to go into the ·sequFmce of events "1hich led to. these 

unfortunate happenings nor to justify or condemn the alleged organized violence· 

by that party and the alleged repression by the Government., The lesson of 

these disturba:1ces is that where- freedcm is delayed, it inevitably causes deep 

frustrations which often lead to violence and bitter conflicts • . We deplore these . 

happenings as much as anyone else. It is our earnest wisb :that the bitterness 

and conflicts that took place sorile time.ago should.1:ieccme matters of the past . 

and should· not be . cs:rried over into ·the · riew era· that , is dawning . for. the Territory •. 

States born in violence, interna:l bitterness and conflict donot lay 

sound foundations for their future. It would be the p~th of wisdom .for :the • 

Goven1C1ent of the .Cameroons to take measures.so that the new State ma.y come into 

good will.: . We vould strongly reccmmend ·the 

immediate gran::-:t~o:-:f-;;--a::::·:::nn=-e=s"'"y--=-""'o::::cn-.. =-=e-::w-::;i~d-=e-=-st :r;iossible basis. In fact; it would be an 

act of sta-tesmansliip to grant unconditional amnesty -~is ·based on the · 

principle of forgiveness, and forgiveness itself, if ungenerous or hesitating/ 

loses its value. We are constrained to observe that the further, measure of 

political amnesty .proposed in the Legislative Assembly, a surmnary of which was 

given to us by the special representative, does not go far enough~ We hope that 

further cletails of the amnesty measures · will be made available to the :members of • 

the General Assembly, · At the same time, with the principles and traditions of , 

non-violence which have governed the thinking :of the Indian people, we cannot 

approve of any methods of violence to attain political ends, and I hope that our 

appeal to the political parties and individuals in the Territory to eschew 

violence will not be misunderstood. To the extent that the people of the Cameroons 

are able to eliminate violence, bitterness and conflict, to that extent will the 

future happiness of the Cameroonian people be assured. 

It is also our fervent hope that elections will be held very soon to the . 

four vacant seats in the Legislative Assembly allocated to the Sanaga-Maritime 

area. These elections should be held in conditions of maximum freedoms and 

political amnesty. My delega;tion was glad to have the assurance of 

the representative of .the Administering Authority that French troops aI·e being 

withdrawn and will be totally withdrawn from this area well before the elections. 

We commend to the Goverr..ment of the Cameroons that elections be held in these 

cond.i tions at the earliest possible date • . 
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, l·I,_~r ':'e,re h,~.PPY· t_o re~e~_:i:e ;th~--a.s.~:1~~nc.e . th~i?. ,tq?se ~~-. ~re:· _·at P.~~ ogt . :, _.; 
of th~· ·'cam~r~o~s ~iil have' complete fteedom ·to· return ·wit • . ep1;i r,;al'.' ' ' 

and th~{~~ epp~~~ ~h~~-< • - ·,,• ,, -~. 

The Trusteeship Counc,:il is notcorr'!);:tcnt to take _a, .decisioI;L conG.erning _ ..• • ,. ·.-:· .. 

the teriii~:ati~~: '.~r" -the .Tn~s~~~:ship Ag~~ement.~~-, A~ the ; ·e~~:~~~p_t;ti~; -~r:-F;.~n~.~ .. .. ; ' 
:i .. :: ·."": . . -tr -:::·~ . .-: . .-.<: ·;• · __ ,--; • -.--: .... .:: . . : --~ -.: • · ·! : - ~ - · ~ - • ... , -. - - · ~-_ ; -'· · ..; .... _ • • ·· · - · _ • • ; • • - . ···' · • •• .. ...... -••• , • • •- - -

pointed out, we are here to. pave :the way,., as. it, JTere , . ·±'or: , .:t;,~~- wo)'.;.k. and ~h~ :- . , .. . , , ·:• .. 

judgem~g:t;'_:6/ the' Ge~~r:a(As:~embl;·. > We: w•~~~~:; .fie~~:i:9i~f ~~~-~~~-~d -~~;~ ~he;· ~ -~: 
:_; :~ .-_.,,_: . .. :·: . ·,' . :·:.: : . .-· .:-: .:~ : .. ·, . .. : ... . : . . . ••. '\,,..;. .•: .... ..: .. , · ·••····~· ... ,..; . ... •' ' , '• .... .. • . .. 

General Assembly should tal.ce _a decision,in the. _ligh:t _pf th~ Vi,Ei:i,t:i,ng Hission_1_s .. _ ,.,., 

rep'o'tGncl -~fte~~~l~i~~~II ti~ds ~~~ ch~o~~· ~o :a;~e~~--b~fo_r~.~it·,-;·~~ .-. ' -~ 

terminate th~, • with ;ffe~t: ·f~om . l : J1;3.nuary J,960, 1.,lpon,.:the .· <, 
attai~~n{ b~-~he .French Carr:eroom1 . ~~1{ ·~t~ona~~~~ende_nce .. •• .. • ••• • • ;:. ·; :.::,·:··:. ·:· . . 

,:'>. "l· : , :~·:::··.! : ... _ .. : ·.: ·:;_ :_:-., .:::-----:~:::,-'.: , • -~--~· •• • · -.~ .• '. • . . ·: :•• •• --.~ - .: . •··: -~ • .. • '..- •• ·, .;.:,:. :. ,.·: 

• My· delegation wi_ll len~~U:PJ;>ort t.C? .ony_;,r _E: S.<?}+~~ion _,in ~he 9_<,)Un_cil. \-(hi5~ ::,, .. 
:=:- :· f-:· . ·.: : ;· ·~•.- · ._ •• : ~ ·._· .. ;..,.·:: .. ;~ . •• • : : . • . ~ .:.· .. ' . .J. .•. p .: ... ' · . · . • -

is in consonance with the yi,ews _ .. tha.t., . :i; hav~ e2.(:p:r~_ss~d,. .. , _ ., 

~; Bef~r~; 6oncl~ding;·· r' ~houlct ,iik;·\~--~~p~~·s ·s·, ~n-:b~half of, ~y. ~e:J.e.g~t:lon, •• ·, . ;; . :•, 

our great.joy. at\,ii~ prosp~~t.,of .th~ -~m~;gen~'e of the. Cameroons as· an. indepe~dent ·,. 

State. 1.~}/J:(~J t~/;e~pl~: ;i ·the . ~anier;~~~ e~~;~ h_appiries~ and _succ~~~ in • • • • •• 

their adventur/ ~; · 'an ·independe~t ,nation. In their struggle for freedom and, 

ind.epenc~~~c~ d;~i~~ :th;··°f~~t ·•de~ad~ of T;ustees£ip; the people qf th.e, .Camero.on.Ei " :-.._' ,, 

have ~,~6;~ni'.1t;erigth ·a~d ~~'\:~~:e~'.:' He' f'~~'j_ s~;e .~ \11~t:, .wh~n i~~e G.eneral ftss.embly , • , , 

terr:iinate·s the· Trusteeship Agr~ement and fre~dcm· comes, these wi3:,l ,be~ yal~a'ble. , . ' .. · : .. 

assets tb th~ p~ople o:t th~: cam~roons in splving their internal problem.~: an9-

in pl8:yirig' th~i; full p~rt in th~ c~mit,y or nations; · • · ., .. .. . . _: 

'• •·, • . 
··- .,. 
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Mr~ SALCr~ON (~~(iuterpretz.tlcnfrJrn i?rd'.cd: l•;:llo.:11._;; the 

cuitcrr.ary pnttern of 1t8 w0rk, the Trusteeship Council hP,~ r·ecer..tly been 

examining the situation in the Cameroon:,; uni"l.er Frerich t,cuninfatrs.tion." Thia yr:!ttr, 

however, everyc~1.3 hc,s the r.trc:ig feeling that the Council's debates are pP.rticulsrly 

irr.:portc.r.0t. L-.. 1'.leed, the mcment -~ or,.e might say the supren:e moment -.:. has come 
_, . . 

for the Trusteeship Couricil to rr.e.ke fiual and s.ppropriate recomnenda.tions to the 

Gener3l Assembly ons. Territory's future and the €~d of i~s tru~teeship. 

In its constdera.tion of this rr.~tter, the Council was assisted by the report 

of the Visiting M.issicr, which recently w~s ir. the C£.:r.ero6:ns Bn(l hy staterr.ents 

:rtade here by the representative of France mlcl. the spec:tal represents.ti vea of the 

Cameroonian GoverDLe:i::.t. I had the honour of being a. n:.ember of the Visiting 

Mission ancl of taking pe.rt in the drafting of its report. I therefore ao not 

wish to analyse the co::i.tenta of that report E.t le:r.gth. Delegations cert:!l,inly 

hc .. ve the right to bwe different viewr, concerning the concluaionR e.rrivea at by 

the Vis::..t:i.:::g };;ission, But, in presenting and v:.1;,lys:irg the particular 

circumstances of this case, the members of t~e Mission were at all times convinced 

tb.P.t they: were giving e.n objective report of the facts. It requires only 

r.iscernment an1J. l'l, little s:t:::iccrity and good faith to recogri.ize this. It giv~o 

us g-.ces.t satisfaction a:cd encouragement to see th::i.t a. very large _mr-.jority of the 

reemr~e1.·s o-:: the Trusteeship Cou:c.cil ha.ve recogr:ize<l the objectivity of' the 

Visiting Missio""l. We are grateful to them for this fair attiturle. 

For its pe.rt, tr~e delegation of Haiti hao been pleased to note t.ht;.t the 

observations rr.:o.d.e by the Vieiting Mission and the concluoions to which it arrived 

e.re very much the sr,me as the views which the Haitian delegation has ~or.i;irtent1y 

expresae,d :ln the Council and the Ge:ceral Assembly co~cerriing the situation :~n t'he 

Cameroor:s. In other WC"rcl.a, the ~.ele:g:a.:t~i~o~n~~o_tf_;H:::a:::!~.t~iwui..u.;il,-.a..i~~~~;;....;:w._r.,o,a __ 

c1:w~r'"'rctio:is ar.d conclusi9:i:.s i:1 

Nevertheless, there are two points to which the d.e2.egf'.tion of Haiti s.ttaches 

:pr:>.rticular importance _. These two :poh.ts rr:2..y be regarded as the aeq_uela tn 

P. cUsor:lerly eni troubled p~l'lt -- a :p3st from which, however, the Carr.eroor.s l:as 

progressefl., step by step, towards :parlio.rr.entsry dem::,c,racy, then self-governrc.ent, 

sne. now the d.nwn of its independence. 
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,.. , . . -~ • , ,,. \ ,.L .l -l. • • •• ' · ·•· . ' ' • 

• '. • • • • ••• •• • • · • · - ' · .• '.!Mi. · Pr J -: ·'. · '11\ B~i+ • \ • 
:; , :· -,~.-.. :.<:) (~~l-/f:·:·t :~~'J·:>:;_•.-~->' .:-: ,=.~:-~ • __ • ., ·.··; /·_;:~~-.

1

· _.:.:- ~ · ··: _ _ :·/ •• 

The fir.at. gneat,io...l'l tp. wh;l.cp .n:ij( _d,_.elf$g_~~_:f.pl'l:,fl.~Gf,.c:h.ea :pe.rt;tcul-a,~ ).!1iro-i·1:..a2.1ce ~:-o ·:• 
. . • . • • .:. ., ' · ' • •. • ' . • ~ • • • • • .. . .. ·- . ..... • ····' • • • .• ·, : • .i • ' . ,• • . • • • -- . • ! ·-. . ; •• . 

ia. thf:°t: o.f, pecon<;!J:1:-:L~t:1,qp._ .. In .th:1-R, S\Qr,-.ex~q_n, .~h~ ttel~gt?.:tion: C:cf, {!ai:ti .ljrte;i::~rl 
• ' , • . . ''.' . . ' .- • . . , .. .. - ... . .· , . . ' . . . 

with_ gi.~eti..y. p:4t ~;:\i9n . to the. st~t.emerrt.s ; m~cle by . tl?,e_ r~pres~l:},tatiye of.- FrAnce • . 

We wer_e.)18._?J?Y. t9_ hea:r him reG.f~irm the aszur::-nce al.ree.t"..y. g.iven to the Vi.si~in_g . 

Mission thRt ::i •. bill n.imf!d at ;_providlng for. as br_oan ::i.n. ar.me::;_ty a~. possihle wcwld .. .. 

be ir.trocluce~ withou:t NlY delay in. t:he . Legisl.a.tive Asaembly. We understE>.nd th~t 

that _ fl.r:13qmbJ.:,y, whos e .,se,,;sio21 b~gan o:r;i.~~ c,m 26,. JanuA.:r;y., ,has .not &~ yet beE;n arle . 

to adop:J::
1

l3._ J..~w op. ?o .delicE).t~ A: ip,s1?.ter. ; . . H_owever, ,we .awnit wi"th confidercc the 

e.o.op;tion qf suc1?, ,a. law in the. very neo.r . future; 'tg I h~ve R~id, we understan.cl tha..t .. _ 

this bill, .h~~-been .introducecl in. the. Leg:tsh1.t:tve Assembly a.t Ynounde. We r;tr,m.giy,, . 
. • •. • • • . . • i . • : • - • • ' .• 

hope that the proviaions of this law will be . ouch that thd.:r.' adoption will 
. .' ~ '.· ! ' t ··-:·. . . ·- • . . . • :. • • .-.. : • • • • . . ~- • • . . 

prorluce .thE;l anticip,ated .. resy.lt.3 within the fra!llewort of a. . policy 9f reconciliation 
~ . ~ • . . · - . . • - ' ' . · . . • . ; . . . . : . . . 

of' e.11 the C'lmer.oouians both inside and outside the Territory. 
. . ' . . ·· •. ' • . ' .: , . ' ,' . •. . • •. 

. .. The neco:;.d point to wl:; icl:t we attach pe.rticulP.r . i:mportnnce is .. th?'t o:f the • 
,. -. . . ' . . . . . - . . 

legislative representation of' the Sa.··iaga-Msr:i.tirr.e region. •• On this subject, too, 

we -1.ister.ed ~Tith inte~est to the ~tatements of the representative of' Frcf.,ce . • He 
said u{:t·, -~s . noon. as •• th~ ~mneaty law i1~d been promule;e.t~i, ele~tlons ~dulft 'bi:j • 

r'l.ecre~d -to fill the four ~eats . of the Sane.ga-Mari:time region ~n the Legfo.lRti~;-· 

Asse~bly whicr: A.re now va~ant ?-S a result of the' circ.umstan~es vritn which ;,;e . P±:e 

all familiar, and tha.t ··all the elements . o:t' the population of tht=i.t re·gio'r. w'oulrl 
,... ,/.,t - • • . 

be able f~e~ly 'to pr:..rticipAte in those elections. • • ' 
_;, ,._ •• ~ .. -_:: .. ;: .... ~- ;;._~ . .- : ;, _ _..:_ • . ; . 1 · •• ': · , • , _ . . - . , • • • • • . : . 

'Ihus, we s.w2.it ,-i:l:th co:-,.siderable inte·rest th"."'Ee rr,e~.sur·es which, we hope, ·· 
• '. . • -~ . , • r, • • • 

wiri••~loGe ·t~e only· doors still r~r.;.1.:·.:i.l-r.6 npen on a. :pr-.inful oituat.ior. thf,t 
I . • • ~,- , • 1 _. ~ , 

may now form :part o'f' the :past, a:r.d. whieh wi1i'· allow e.li the Carueroon:LO:ns to 
• • _; t ·> . . ., 

unite in buildbg their future count:r:;y ~ 
.... .. . 

Ir,deed, .in performing work of va.ltie, the C~m~roo~iar.:·s· ha.ve R cour,.try whi('h. 

certainl~ _is ·_a~fli~tecl '.~i~h problems b~t w!:J.ich ·1s P. mr-.g:c.if1cer.,t country . •• I 

sh~ii '~lm=ws rem~mber it with deep' feeling. I .acl~ir~d its' beaut~ e.r:d chP.rm~ 

I was pers~·r:.cilf( 1:np;~ssed by; 'a~.:~rig 'o'.chcr thirigs·, fr:e p~ti:,r.tfr.1· we:=o.ltr/ of its 

soil / itr::: fore~tfl ~d: f1;J!Jl; 'iise :praj_1~ies ~ua, above· all, by· the vit~lity of its 

popu'.i~tib:J.· ';an:d that p6:pii'i.at"ion' ~ ·16ve for . th~- earth' wh.ich 'these :r;·eople ar~ : •• • 

cultivating with ouch remRrkable zeal atd which, in t"he hyrnnrf 'th~t thei ·s-~ng {~}-: 

the Mission throughout its voyage, they cs.lled their one m:.d only happiness, 

their joy Bnd their 11:t'e. 
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I could elaborate on these ideas, 1::iut ·the .Council is now reaching the end 

of this discussion and arrivi:ig at the constructive stage of its work. 

Sevei:al delegations, incJ.uding my own, are now working on a draft 

resolution. '.Ih;~.s text will certainly be the result of a compromise between the 

various shades of opinion of its co-sponsors on this question which is delicate 

but simple~ My· delegation hopes that the draft resolution will contain the 

positive wording suggested by the very clear recoir .. :mendations of the Visiting 

Missionts report and the statements made here by the representatives of France 

and the Govern."1".ent of the Cmr.eroons. We believe that, at this historic turning 

point in the development of the Cameroons, the Trusteeship Council should 

continue to play the predominant role which :lt has consistently played in the 

past in the Territory's progress. The delegation of ~aiti sincerely hopes that 

members of the Council will be able to support such· a draft resolution so that 

the General Assembly, which will meet in a few days, may decide -- after having 

granted the usual hearings -- to terminate the Trusteeship Agreeme~t for the 

Camero~:ms when that Territory becomes itdependent on 1 Ja,nuary 1$60. 

my 

Mr. MONTERO de VARGAS (Paragu1v) ( interpretation from Spanish) : First, 

delegation wishes to express its ap~ciation and gratitude to the Chairma.n 

and members of the Visiting Mission for the accurate and complete report they 

he.ve given us on the Cameroons under French administration. It is only fair to 

note that, in the time given them by the Council to carry out their task, they 

did highly useful and inforr:1ative . , 1orlt for us all. 

Generally spzakj.ng, the ·exposition and analysi8 of events to be found in 

the Visiting Mission's report confirm the Territory 1s political, economic and 

social progress and, above all, the firm determination of the authorities of 

the Cameroons -- supported by the population -- to attain independence on 

1 January 1960. _The French Government has given its complete backing to this 

aspiration and is lending its co-operation to th~s auspicious event. 

My delegation has also noted ,lith pl2acure the efforts now being n:ade by 

the legislatur2 of the Cameroons and by France to bring about national 

reconciliation,following the recent events in the Territory. 'Ihe amnesty law, 
--- 4' 

which we hope ,;,rill be promulgated as a resu.Lt of the P.ctions and decision of 

the appropriate African authorities of the Ca1teroons, will guide the Territory's 

political life along the path of harmony and understanding. 
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,_T,~e , e~lan~tioris . gi veri, to t~ie Co~c:,p... b_y_ ,H~e,: French delegatici.ii an<l. -t.h~ . 

special repre~entativefl have col"..tribµ_ted to iP,forming ui; -:!:n rr.ore d~t.11.f.1. -o:f tho . 
• '. ~ - . ·- . . .; ·-·· . . . . },.\ . . . ' -·. . . . . . . ... • 

111t2i::t:tons ~:nc.1. '.'".ill of the authorit:l$,t that pea~e r-r:-9~1- b~ _ rest0.n,<l. to the 

Cairer.?o:1s. It p111st be . recognized . that .11. . certain P.mount of. ;time . will he . required 

'bef'q~~--:r;~~u..lt_a c:1:n be expec_ted from the ~pplic2..tlo~ of s.n !lrp.::~sty lsw • . Fut my 

delegat:;._o:1 i,s cor:vincerl tEr-.t this -?ill not adver r, ly R.ffect •tbe Camer0on:; 1 

progres? -\OT"{a~c.s -'-~:tat end., r:iince this. provision_" . which will becorre . n lm.;, hA:1 

the support of the African le&"'.ers, who 0re ce:i.:-tai:r2ly -re:..;ponsi1'le n:.en • . The 

Prime M~r.ister Of the_ Cameroons .. hns given assur_al:',ce::1to the Vi,dting Mifado:n of 

the;,;e intentions and purposes . . . My delegation . couln . r:ot . qW=:!8tion the r1~cmi(!e 

given by __ tJ1:i.1; dfatinguished statesm~.n, who has the nu:r,port of . the imr.entH\ .. ... • . . - '. . , . , ' ; . . .. . _. . . . 

mAjo~ity of his people. 

In my-delegE'.tion I s opinion, the conclusionR reachec'l. . by the Vifliting Pi.it::8ion, 

whose report .. Te a.re now at1.,.cly:i.ng_, sl:.ould be . supported by the 'l'rur;teb:n.1.pCcuric:il, 

sir .. ce t.hey, reflP-ct the aspira.tio:r,_s of _the peopl,_e anri l~gi0lature of the 

Cameroon~ unn.er Fr~nch 8.n.min:I.Gtrntio:.i.. 

. .. · . . · .·.,, 
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(Mr. Montero de Varr;es, Pa:·aguey) ---------·-----·--~-----
In .so ·far as ·the ·1,6lftical aspects . of -' the :Territory are . conclrned, : 'my 

delegation •would like to go on record .with the reference to the follo~iing . 

points: 

·, ·l.- · }le .do not feel it 'advisable nor neces'sary' to· carry out new general •• 

elections .-in the Terri,t,Qry Jll~i'or to ·1 -.r211ua:ry i96o. This 'stA.tenient i!l. 

itself contains the certainty tr.at the present representatives in the Legi,;lature C 

and in tbe ,Gove1·nment . have the right· and the aUty to appreciate the general • 

politi·cp.l. situation· of the population, in keeping with the study which thky • •• , 

themselves must: carry out iriOrder· to establish in· the future the electoral 

procedure which is most in l:eeping with the destinies of the new free State 

which w;Ul, arise an: l Januai·y 1960. • 

Any other interpretation, in the ·opinion of my delegation, wotiid. oniy lead : • 
, · 

to creating ur.necessary problems and even :r;ossible' agitation which this Council 

should not favour in :any wo.y whatsoever,· s.nn we should not. off~:r . afif :opportunit.y 

for them to have any basis for growtl'l. · • 

My delegation sirtcerely feels that a coutd.buticn of tb:if\ nat'u~e is a 

fundamental duty .'of the United Nations. The d.oni~s·t'ic ·:policy • of ; the -future new 

free State of .- the Cameroons should be decided by 'its· ' own :popuiati.6J ' an.'d cinly by' 

its 0\-m population. A deci·sion: or suggest±dn to the contrary, \ihfch would 

arise in thia Council, cnuld: be used ·as a -prete2et for ·ne,; 'attempts° at· ag{ta.tion, • 

and thus. give a· basis - so tha t these disturbances -- ±ri case they .were to occur -~­

would create an atmos:pl~ere -of discontent. and' ·disturbance which would be very 

inappropri ate for the establishment -of the :full' independence of the Territory on 

l J8.I'!uary 1990 . . ••• 

.2. My delegation sincerely believes that the' partial anci' supplementary· 

elections promised by the Prime Minister -- which \rill be held iii 

Sanaga-Maritime -- where the bloody events occurred/ will strengthen the 

political position of the Cameroons and the free play of the·' po~re r s of the 

State. 
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3. l'iY delegation would like to indicate clearly that we have sufficient 

confidence in the political maturity of the people and leaders of the Cameroons 

under French administration today, and hence we cannot accept anything which 

could undermine t~e ccr...fiderice that the :i;:eople has in itself and the indep,endent 

government can succeed in cementing the destiny of its _c9'..llltry within the 

postulates"of a true democracy. 

4. My delegation and Government, which I have the honour to represent, 

observes thut with reference to the political organization of the State which 

will a.rise shortly, we should not prejudge or even try to. establish rigid 

directives for the- future. Fa_raguay affirms the principle that only the 

inhabitants of tl:e....I£!ritory of the Cameroons c11.n r.ecide their own pnliticAl 

norms of government which tbey will comply with later on in order to . attain their 

tranquillity, progress P.nd welfare. 

5. We should like to go on record clearly that my delesation gladly accepts 

the procedure that will be followed to promulgate an amnesty law. Opinions may 

be given for or a6ainst with reference to the scope of this .law,. but we cannot 

doubt the sincere wish 0f the leaders of the Came1·oons to seek national 

reconciliation with such a legal provision, a reconciliation which was 

undermined by the cruel action of a political sector. We . do n_ot claim to lay 

down any norms ~long this line, but w~ do not feel it unnecessary to-indicate 

that violent measures never solved the r,olitical problems of any Gove=nrrP.nt. 

6. My delegation assumes t1?at the chief task of this Council in this 

emP.rgence is to facilitate, in so far as :possible, the independence and the 

instaliaticn of the sovereign Government of the Cameroons under French 

7. Hy delegation will approve and support any draft resolution presented 

_in this Council on condition that such a draft resolution contains the basic 

points of our statement. 

Paraguay, a country and people which I have the honour to represent, is 

pleased to note, and we should like to express our appreciation of this fact, 

the future birth of a free and sovereign country, as the Cameroons is to be. 
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(Mr. Monte·.:-o de Varr~as, ParaF?;uay) - - · -·- • ·· - -· ..... - - · - . ----·--· 

The awakening of the African people is a true and certain event . . Its political, 

economic and socialconscience should be supported so that all those peoples 

should be in a position. to be fre~ and they should _be able to obtain the 

management of their own destiny. Hith these wishes and good desires, my 
I · , • 

delegation salutes and hails the peoples and leaders of the C;;tmeroons, and we 

wish them happiness and good luck in their new iudependenceand sovereign life. 

We should also l;i.ke to record our gratitude to the people and Government 

of France for havinz prepared and given the opportunity to the people of the 
• • . ' ' ' · -- . 

Cameroons to attain their independence and to set up their own Government in 

such a State which is near and dear to the Africans. 

Mr. LOUTFI (United Arab Republic)(~nterpretation from French): I have 

the intention of defining briefly the position of my delegation with regard to 

the delica:;e question we are discussing today. Before I deal with the substance 

of the matter, I should like to pay tribute to the Chairman and members of the 

Visiting Mission who deserve our congratulations for the manner in which they 

performed the task entrusted to them by the Trusteeship Council. I also 

associate myself with the words of praise which WP.rE' 8.ddn~ssP.ri to the members 

,-,f the Secretariat who accompanied. the Visiting Missicn. 

On behalf of my country, which is a :r::art of Africa, I wish to express our 

feeling nf s,;.tisfacticr.. on the occasion of the a reaching independence of the 

Cameroons, which will take pace on 1 January 1960. We are happy to see a 

new African State achieve independence, a State which will soon be aclrnitted to 

the United Nations. He wish all happiness and. success and r,rcspP.r::.;:,y to thP. 

people of the camero~ns. 

However, we do not intend to discuss this voluminous report today. We 

believe that a more thoroush examination ce.n be given it when the J.i.E~~U.-A.i~ 

~=, this month. We prefer to state our final rositic~ 

question after having studied the report more thoroughly and after having heard 

the petitioners and the political leaders 11ho a.re ex:9ected to arrive soon, and 

after consultation with the other African countries ubich are :particularly 

interested in the future cf the Cameroons, a consultation which for reasons 

beyond my control I have not been able to accomplish. 
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It .-is =only. after -we have bad 'these di:Scus'sions that' 1-te ' will be · able · to have 

a clear idea ·of the future ·of the Came1~0011s under Br.itish · administration, and 

that we will th;in :· -Ge a·ole to ·state' 6ur -Views more definitely~ . It was ·also in 

the light of these· consideraticins that· ·· I st1..:clied the ,dre,ft resolution which 

was subrniited ·today, ··.m1d for the re0.sons I have just stated my delegation will · 

a~jn 'trhen this tsxt~put to the •Vo1;e~ '.Phis abi:rt~n.tio:i:i. ·must .:not be ""'.") 

interpreted' as_. sncMini::;'' a lack of interest on· our· :part in the independence · of · a 

brother Afr•'i'can country but, on the contl"ary, it•·is a mark of the special 

importance: .that 'We: .attach· to this g_uest:1.ori • • • -J:t i·sho\-if3 our cone~· 'we should • • 

take the proper attitude after a ·mo'rethorougfr study .of all the facts. ----

• r 

:,., 
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Sir Andrew COFiEN (United Kingdom): I only -wish to make a very brief 

statement in this debate on the future of the Cameroon;s under French 

administration. We have received from the Visiting Mission a :most interesting 

and illur:Jinating report which, . if . I n,cy say so, has brought light to a subject 

which has sometimes during the past year ?r two become somew11at obscure in our . • 

discussions. I think that we all owe a great debt of gratitude to the members 

of the Visiting Mission, and to the Secretariat . who supported them, for this·. •· 

excellent, clea:::- o.nd, as I hove said, illuminating a~1alysis of' the state• 

of o.f:;:'airs in the Cameroo~s under.French administration. 

It is evident from the course of this dcpate that there is very general 

agreement in the Trusteeship Council with the views and conclusions expressed· 

by the Visiting Mission in this report. My delegation would fully support the · 

final recorrmendation of the Mission,. namely that this Council should·. recommend 

to the Gene1·al Assembly that it take the necessary steps at its resumed session 

to terminate the Trusteeship Agreement for the Cameroons .under French · 

administration when that Territory attains its independence on 1 January 1960. 

It would :perhaps be premature at thi.s stage to talk about the draft 

resolution which has just been circulated before it has been formally introduced, 

but my delee;ation sees nothing in it which it cannot support, and it will be 

glad to support this draft resolution. 

I should lilce very briefly to make a general • remark with regard to the 

Territory which we are now discussing. No delegation round this table is 

happier than the delegation of the United Kingdom to.know that this great 

Territory of the Cameroons will arrive at the goal cf independence within the 

next twelve months. The year 1960 will be a gr:at a.nd important year 1n the 

history of this whole region of Africa. Not only will the Carneroons attain 

its independence, but the neighbouring Territory of Nigeria will later in the 

year attain its independence, and we shall look forward to welcoming these 

countries in this Organization. 

It is clear from the report which we have before us that the Cameroons under 

French administration can look forward to a happy and prosperous future. I should 

not like this occasion to pass without expressing, on behalf of the United Kingdom, 

our warmest admiration for the work.which France has done over the years in 

helping tfiD cop le of thrs Te1:;it~~y ~o-w~rds t;;--goal of independence. It is 
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clee.'rly ·apparent froin what the Visiting Missi:~n :has· s~id .and -from 'ea;lier 

reports which ·have· been befor<:! ·· us that; France' hai' b·oth in the: political and in 
the :e·coi':!bi,Jfc'. a11d· soci'al ·spheres done ·everything riec'essarj to bring a nation to 

birth. · ' · This is an -occasion when we can all join with the greatest possible 

satis:f'act.ioh-1·n congratulating · the Administering Authority tin it··s magnificent 

work in• this ·coui1try- as well as in con gratulating the people of the country and 

their leaders .on . the progress they:bave • ma.de and on the · fo1;thcomin.g attainment 

of indepnndehce. ' •. · •• •. • •• • · · •. • · • • • • 

There is, of course, the q_uesticm of the · relations betwee·n .the . ~amerogns • 
. • ' . -'~- ·.. • • . •••.•. • . • ' 

under Fr.ench a~st.5 on· end tb_g_~.s~~ administration. • 

As the ··representative:_.of Franc·e has said earlier' 0iri this disdussion, this is· a 
ma.tter'.:which, ,should : be considered primarily ·in · 're•iation t~ th~ fut·u~e ~f tlie : 

Camero.ons; under .Brit.:i.sh administ-rat'iott. : 1 'do not;· therefore\·. ihtend to' ref~r to· 

this, Jllat.t-er now; · As -tbe Council krfows, I sha1l b'e addte's~ing ·th.e Councif this 

afternoon with · regard; to the futur-e of the other Trust Terri t·ory .-

-.:. . . . 

'l'he PRESIDENT (-interpretation· from: French): • The stat~ment ju~t rcade 

by ·the. ::reprezeptative· of the United Ki·ngdora· cb~clirdes the :general disbU:ssioh 0~ 

the Cameroons- unde·r Frerich administration~ 

I have been informed that the draft resolution which has jus't • been circulate:d 

to the n:.erobers of· the Council will b'e :formally stibrni tted by its· sp<'.lnsors . ~h~rtly. 

The Council'. will therefore take a fifteen-minute recess in order to '.~nable rii~mb~rs 

to examine the· draft resolution. 

I .. •. ; 

• . . ··: 

.-. _, ; • . . 

' l 



AP/hm T/PV.958 
26-30 

The meeting was suspended at llft35 a.m .. and resUJ'l'led at 12.05 -p.m. 

The PREGIDD~"T ( interpretation from Fr~nch) : We have the texts of the ' 

draft resolution before us. I recognize the representative of Haiti~ 

Mr. SYLVAIN (Haiti) (interpretation from French): On behalf of the 

delegations of the United States, It9;ly, New Zet~lnnd7 Par-'.:!.BUP .. y and of' my own 
. . . . . . 

delegation, we have the honour to submit for the consideration of members of the · 

Council the q.re,,ft resol)ltion _contained in T/L,.895 which has just been circuiated by 

the Secretariat to the members of the Council. 

I should like, with your permission, to reake a brief analysis of this draft 
..- ,.,., 

resolution which, as member~ Clf the Council wili' note, includes the important 

recommendations contained in the report of ti1e Visiting Mi~sion to the Cameroons 

under French administration. 

But first of all, despite the fact that a member of my del~gation participated 

in this Visiting Mission, I could_ not fail to .express here the great appreciation 

of' my delegation for the useful ~nd conscientious work which we assigned a.nd which 

the Mission _carried out under conditions that we can imagine were highly difficult 
, -

in the light of the complexity of _the problems they had 'to tackle .and also in the 

light of the diversity of the opinions -- or rather the nuances or shades of · -- • 

opinions -- which they had. to gather from all sources, and which at tirees were 

reflected in terms of v:tol~nce -- and even though they may be explainable, they · • 

are still regrettable. This also indicates the praiseworthy interest which the 

Cameroonian people had in the fate and in the destiny of their country~ This 

is l)e.tent evin,mce of the surprising vitality of this noble people which despite 

all sorts of vicissitudes has never despaired concerning its future, and which 

lastly, indicates I . am not speaking off violence, but of this multiplicity of 

shades of' opinion that . the Cameroonians are ready and worthy of independence. 

That is what the dr?-ft resolution, which we are submitting for the consideration 
, , , 

of the Council, asks you to proclaim in recommending to the General 'Assembly- to 

tenninate the Trusteeship Agreement so that .as of' 1 January 1960, the Cameroons, 

by virtue of Article 76 b of the United Nations Charter may enjoy its full 

national independence. 
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• ,. t :_-,t::; (Mr. S;-/lvain, Hatti) 
------- --------

This draft ref:iolution, as I llaye juE:lt pointe<J, 01.1t, includes the important 
' ~:~·:.: .. .. : _.,~·--~-1., .... . __ · ·.; • .. :_-_ . •• .\~1~- .• ... ·:~·· . • · ... • -- : ·:: .~ . •• .. ~ j.. ~- .,:.· • • • •. •••. •• ·, .. . '-': . .": :," .. :· · ._· : ·_ ~ -~ •, !" . 

recorrmendations made by the V5.siti.n:g .Mission: ·rn itif ···exp'la'riatory pa:rts·, ·±t · • 

refers fi:r.i:it of !ill to._ resolu..tipns 1907 (XXII) and 1924 (S-JX) of the Council 
which re~u~~t~d ~i1~- ;~s·i;in~Mj_;si~ri : •• ,: • •• • • • • • • •• -'..; ••• • • •. ._ •• 

. ' , .... . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . : ~. 

"to set forth ;its views on the procedure for organizing
0 t~e consultation 

vhich._. :wc;mld ynable the peop~_e __ 9f t _he _C~eroons ~. . . t9 express at the 

appr~p~~a~~ .. time . tp~;i.r __ ;,i~h~s " ~~~~~r~~~g - the~r i~t~e· and<' ,con~e;ning · •• ··:. 
· ···- · .• ·.,: .:- :_.• ... ; ·1· '.-:.- .--.-: • . .. • :_ : · -- ~·. · · :,: ·~: •• ; ' • !• . --~ · .: . • -. .- ;.J. _ ..... • . . • --~:. . • . . • • 

tlJe ,ter,m~1:1~~1011 of t;rw¥te~sh:i,p ,tll)Ol'.I attainin~nt of full natio_nal 
,i~q~pendenc~- .in .1960." ··- ( r.cfr,~895) _. . ·' • .• • ' • ' · ·-. , ' •• • • 
·- ·. . - --· . . .. .. -·- . . . . . . . - . . • . . : ' "; ~ . _._,. : 

The draft resolution then refers to resolµtion _l282 (XIII) of the General 
. .. . ; ., : • -..• ·.. ; . • '.: • . .. • •. ~ :· - -- :. 

AssemblY .' VM-_c:h-_ ~;all1;, -, upon . the .• Council . . . . ·• - . .. - . . . . . .: 
•.. . 

"to e~~Jr:e:\~-f:: ;tn.,e earli_E;st possibl1;3 ti_me during the twenty-third 

se$S-=!,9:t:1 ,~:he reports oi', .the Vis:i,ting Mission ... and to tr~smit . - ~:. ,. : .. - " · .. • • . . ; , . . . ' . . . . • . .- ... • . . . . ; ' ·; . 

them . . . • to the General Assembly . . • . to enable the 11.Ssembly to 
· ' • : . 

·' take , • , .•... the ne ce.s s ary measures in connexion with the full 

.. ~tt-~i-r~ent ;of ~h~ :.obj~ctives of the .Trustee.ship Syste~.;; '(Ibid~ r • . 
. - . · ·.• . ~ • • . • .• . . : .· •. ~ •• '- .. .. • . .. - ~ · . : :· .:·~::·• 

Irt,- ;its .oper,ative section, j;he .. draft resolution, after expressing the 
' . • • . . .• . • .. •.. .• . . . . : . • ·.:., - } .. · .. -;_'·. · .. ,. 

appr,e_ci-e.tion- of:- the Council. to the Visiting i)iss:Lon _for" its report and after - •• ' .. . .' .. . . . ' . . ·. . ' , , •' . ·,: .. · . •' 

noting .the .cori.-clusions and recop:mend.atio.ns o;t' the Visiting Mission, consi_ders 
··, · _.-'\ •• : .• . • . · ' . ,, ·,a • • ••• • . . . :- ,, • . } .. · ., ,. : • 

that the Terr_itory. of the Cameroons under French administration, in the light of 

the stateme_):lt, made .,by tbe Adminis ; ering Authority and in keeping .. iith . tb~ 
" 1 • ' ' ' ,: ' I , . , , '. , , _' • • • 

resolutio_n qf _the, Legisl_ati ve Assembly of the Camer?ons, is rea~:r for independence 

without .;t;Jie -need- for _,my further consultatior:i with the people o;f the Territory 

on this matt~~- . . 

I -:_sl:i.a l~.·,cCJ.:i;rl'i:pe myself to a brief comment with .regard to operative 

p a raGraph"3~ -: .;; I, ,Jnt,entionally pointed out the di ~ers i t y of; the shade~ • of ~pid~~~ ~ • :. 
• • - • • • . -. . •. ' - . ,· • • . i ; ' ·. ; : . • •• -. '.; 

But if there. : is : c:me • question on 1-rhich no divergent opinion was expresseci' to the 
-· . > .' • • • - • . •• .• • · , • • • ..~ - ·,. · ~ .~ • • ~ • 

members . of -the. Miss:i.o:r:i, . if there is qne questiol_l on . which the po_li tical parties, . 
• . .. · , . ._ . • . • • •. . : . ' ' .. ; . . .. : · ' . ' 

pub1:i:c_ .OP,iniQn and t ~e·:_C~"T!e:roqnians ()f all :the Terr itory are in agre·ement,. i~ 
. ' · ., . • . , . . - . . ' -· . ' ·• . . . •. , . ... •-- • • .• 

is the qu_estion of in_d~pendence. . That _is ;w~Y- we ,fe~l 1:,h~t it is useless to 

organize any further consultation .on this quest~on ~. . • ..: . ) · \ . . ' . . . -~ ~ •. • '.. ·. . ; ·-- : .: 
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With regard to measures of' reconciliation which we consider indispensable 

for the establishment of public order based on respect for legality and the union 

of the Camerocins, our draft resolution, while taking note of the statements of the 

Government inviting Cameroonians who have left their coU:,."1try in recent ;y·ee.rs to 

return without fear of reprisal and to take up their normal li£e in the national 

community, welcomes with satisfaction the assurances given b:'f the Prime 1-1inister, • 

and repeated here, on behalf of the Administering Author:i.ty, that legislative · 

measures are now being worked out with a view to bringing about an amnesty which 

we hope will be as broad as possible and with the least possible delay. This is · 

exactly what the draft resolution urgently recommends to the competent authority. 

In this twentieth century, which is the Century of Han, there is no normal 

polit±cai 'life, there· is no lasting progress in the evolution of peoples, still 

less of those who are just attaininG their independence and freedomJ outside the 

free pla"y ·or" democratic institutions, wh:i.ch therefore presumes not only jealous 

respect for the rights of man, but also the formal cuarantees of his social, 

economic, civil and political rights. 

Although my · delegation is particularly grateful to France; which has been 

mindful of its obligations which it has underta:.~en with regard to our Organization 

to lead the Carneroons to independence through the road of democracy, and although 

we have no reason to doubt the will of this new democracy to conform to the 

principles of our Charter, we have not felt that it would be pointless, bearing 

in mind the special representative and the Administering Authority, to recall 

the sound principles of freedom of opinion, freedom of the press and freedom of 

assembly, which are the subject of paragraph 5 of the draft resolution. 

As you will recall, the Council had in mind the u..-ifortunate circumstances 

which thwarted the results of the elections held in the Sanaga Maritime region. 

In order that this region might be represented by de~es who have been freely 

elected, the draft resolution takes note of the decision of the authorities of 

the Carneroons to carry out elections to fill the four seats in the Legislative 

Assembly allocated to the Sanaga Maritime area. 
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(Hr. Sylvain, Haiti) ---·---~------
Fi~a.lfY,. _'t:11~ ... ~raf~ -- reso,lution _ conc~lfclescaq . I J?o~ntedout ._at th~ .• beg~nn~ng, 

by r.e~~rnmel'ldi~g th!:l.t ;_ the General Assem~ly . t~rminate . the Trustees~ip_ l\g~E?ement 

anq.. ·9-eC:3:are, . in accordance with Article 79 b (?f the Charter .of the United Natio~~, --· 

the C:ln}e:r.~ons indepen?:E:nt .with . ef~ect frc_rn l .Janua:;:.y 1969._ ., 

. J1y .cl~leg8:tion :Wh~~h, wi th~n _thi~ Council, has never f8;~led . _to con~ribute 

to the_ -worl~. of emancipation . and independence of the CariI~roons its rnost decided 
. .. , •• , • · - • • • • • •.· • - . . - ,.. . ' . . • . • • •. c. -·. 

support,., .is. bt;moured to submit to the attention _ of th~ mem~er9 of the __ Council . 
• • • • - · ' .J. . . • " ' • - - • • • . ,. -.. • ... • • ). . . • . - . '. • ' : 

this ,-qr&f:t . r~_sallltj,on,,. whose ador,tion, wbich :ue ho;_)e 1iill be unanimous, 
.. ~ . ' . • . . .• ~. - . . . . ·- . . . .·' . . . . 

will, rnar.k . a du.te . in the . dramatic history of'. this . Africa whkh so long ._has be.en .· . . .., .:-' . ,. : : . . · ·•· . . . . • ' . .. ,- • . . . . 
in 9~ai_n~, '?11.i~h -so _after: has .been cover~d w~th blood, .tJ:iii;; Africa to which 

we Haitians have indissoluble links • 
•• # .,, • • - - ·•· • • • • ', , 

Altho,uch i;he .time may .seem inopp9r,tUfle, I, . os .the representative ~f' Jfoiti,, . 

'Hill. n<?t )~012clµde, . $ ince . the occas iQl\ has been af'~orded to . me tp ·. speqk . on the 

Camer9_qns _. _u~d~:i::,.Fr~nch administration,. ,_without turning .to Franc~, in the person 

of its r~presentative, t:o that France which, by some of its acts, has given 

rebirth to nope and made skepticism disappear, ~o s ay than~ you for Haiti., thank 

you for ,, tl)e -: Cam~roons, thank you for .Africa and thank you, a?.ove . all., for the . 

Unit~d- . Nations . . 
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Mr. SEARS (United.States of America): · The representative of Haiti has 

just made a verJ effective introduction to the draft resolution ·(T/L.895) before us. 

As a co-sponsor;· the United States delegation wishes to thank him and to associate 

ourselves with . the various points which be has so clearly made. 

Mr, DAVIN (Hew Zealand): New Zealand was, of course, represented on the 

Visiting Bission to the French Cameroons, like tbe United States, Haiti and Iha.ia, 

and e. statement endorsing tbe conclusions and recommendations of the Mission bas 

already been mci.de iri this Council by my colleague, Mr. Edmonds. It is . a S!:'Jtirce of 

considerable gratification to my delesation to be able to co-sponsor the draft 

resolution ( T/L: 895) which•bas just been tabled in the CounciL I do not intend to 

speak at length. 1-1y colleague from Hai t:i.. bas · already explained the draft 

resolution. I :eerely associate ·my· delegation with 11bat has been . said by him and by 

the representative of the .United States. 

My delegation hopes that this draft resolution will he adopted by the Council, 

thus enabling it to compiy with the req_uirements of General Assembly . resolution 

1282 (XIII). We believe that its adoption will be a significant and vi'tal step 

towards the final evolution of the people of the French Camero~ independence. 

I take this opportunity of conveying our best wishes to the people of that 

Territory for a happy and prosperous f'uture ·as an independent State and record the 

appreciation of my delegation for · the part played by France in the acb.ievem~r .. t of 

that status by the Territory. 

Hr. VI'filLLI (It~ly): I have already had an opportunity · to express the 

views or' my delegation on tl:i.e . question; of· the future of the Cameroohs under French 

administration. In roy statement I was happy to stress that in the opinion of' my 

delegation the Cameroons was definitely ready for independence and that the 

Trusteeship Council would be well advised to recommend the termination of the 

Trusteeship Agreement relatitl4i to the Cameroons under French aaministration on its 
', • . - . , 

attainment of independence on 1 January 1900. 

It 'is therefore i~ the full realization of the p_J'.'~gress,.made :by_ tbe .Terr.itOJ"..Y_ · 
. . . '" ·- - -•- -•- ·:·-·-~·--·--·- ·-:·· - ·~ - -•-- -- - •- --·- - ·• -•~ '" ---- . ' ·. . --... 

under the guidance' of the Administering Authority that· my delegation is happy to 
- .. -•- - ··· ·---- -- ·--·----- - • - • ---- ---

- --- --

confirm its--atti tu.de on this qllestion. • I should lil~e to add that my delegation is 

also pleased to accord its sponsorship to the draf't resolution now under 
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(Mr. Vitelli, Italy) -- - - · ~ --............. ----

consideration, together. wi_tb .the delegations -of. -the United. Stateti· of'. ~eri'ca, . . . ( . ~- ; . . . 

Haiti J Ifo~T Zeaiani : an~. Paraguay O 

• • There is only o~ei:t~ing left_ f ,or:me tq do at. this stage: and· that it:/to . 

reiterate. to the Administ~ri:qg .Aut;b9ri ty o~r most friendly cohgi'a.tulations f6r•· this 

successful venture in training an African nation for freedom and independence. I 

also want to. e)--pres~. t _h~ very best wishes ,of my delegation to the · people of the 

French Cameroons:for a happy and prosperous future. 

'i-1r. MONTERO q_e VA11GAS (Par~ay) (interpretation from Sparfrsh): •• In 

keeping ·,d.'ti/ the g~~eral s·catene:p.t made by; my. delegation at -today' 5: ineeting, r ' . 
• . •• ,-.. •i"' .- . '• -· . . 

should like, with gr;~t pleasure, to associate myself with the draft resolution 
.. '• · •·. · · • ' , ' .:.,. : • . 

which ~,as tabled on behalf. of the sponsors by :tl}e r~pre~entati Ve '-of Haiti ·anci. id th 

the necessary explanati,ons ,Tl:1ich he gave . . My delegation need.- only i~efer· to our 

general statement for the Council to understand full uell .the scope and support 

which we give to this -draft resolut_ion. • 

A·s .. i-,as already pointe~ out, . my deleg~tion feels that tbe Gamero ons'. under 

French administration is fully prepared to_ achieveits.-freedom on the- date lald -

do,m in tb~ resolution adopted by the Legislative Assembly of the Cameroons and. by 

the Administering Authority. 

Hith ref~rence t:o paragraph 6 qf.the draft resolution, -may; I say that · tbis is 

a very good measure which the Council i,s ca~l_ed <:1-POn to adopt because in ' that 1-ray 

we will afford an oppo:-tunity to all those inhabitants of the Camerooris, of given· 

zones, to return and participate in the by-elections. We would like to express the 

wish at .present tbat this., Council will a:iojit_. :the draft ·resolution· U:nanimoU:;1y, 

. because this is an easier way . and because ;'We :f(=el that there would be no difficulty 

in reaff_irming the fact that the future of the Cameroons, which will become· 

independent • on 1 • Jan~ary 1960 ~ . ~h~uld be s.omething -viable . and provided with this 

opportunity :to establish its independent. -life. 

·• U JHANT , (Buda): • • I would like t9 m~ke -a very brief statement by· way of 

explanation of vote on the draft resoluti:0n .now ., before the. Council, sponsored by 
. J. :_\_,_. : · ~ : ; ~- ' •> ' , . ' ., • • • • • : ; • • • • • •• • 

Haiti, Italy, New _ Z~aland, Par?,guciy_ ancl. . th~ -U,nit~~ States of America. . My· 

delegation will vote .for the draft . reso;i.ution prir)larily peca\lse we are in agreeH!f·?nt 
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with the conclusions and recoronendations of the Visiting Mission on the Cameroons 
.. . 

under French administration and we are convinced that the Territory of the 
. . 

Cameroons und2r Frencp ftd!Jinistration is now fully re2.dy for independence. My 

deleG3.tion, in tbe circumstance, cannot pose any other attitude than full 

support of any measure that will enable the French Cameruons to attain full 

• nationo.l independence with effect f:to:n 1 January 1960. 

1-!y delegation appreciates the point of view exp1·essed in this Council that 

the consideration of tbe matter could very well have been deferred to the General 

Assembly at its resumed session . . But we f'eel tbat the ba~ic iss"Ltes have been 

exhaiJ.stively discussed, both by the Visiting Mission nnd the Trusteeship Council, 

and that this Council is now in a position to make specific recommendations to the 

General Assembly. The ~raft resolution before us, in the view of my delegation, 

reflect.s the considered vieus of my deJegatfon Sl'.lO ts@refor@ ue wiJJ vote for it. 

---------
Tbe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Does any other member care 

to speak on the draft resolution? If not, is the Council prepared to vote upon 

the draft resolution? 
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·, .. :~> :,. '· i;,f-~ 'i.:iEANOV (Union of 80'1iet Soc::.c.1::.:':. f.c-pur ·:er-:' '. • ::~ -: ·y, tc •. on f::om 

Russian): The . draft resolution was only tabled. f :..ve roi11ut e; s ago · by the . sr,onsors . __ ' . ' . . . .. . ' . • . • . •• . . 

and some de_legat~ons _ ~- I refer particu_larly to my own -- have not had tirr.e to 

s~~_2-t., 'The_ question is of consider~ble importance ancl., therefore, the text 

shouJ_d be sJ.:;ud:.cd. thoroughly. Hence., I wonld draw the a~tention of the President 
·' . 

to rule 57 of our rules of procedure, :in ~ccordance, with wr.iich the Soviet 

delegatio~ reserves its right to state it_~ yiews o~ the draft 

necessary, to present .amendments. Following that, it will be 
• .~ : •' · 

position by a vote. 
--~- --

;~s?luti~n and·, if 

able to define its 
• -..;___.--' 

. .!e~~~Y;;J!_'"~~~~ ( interpretation from F:cench): The representative of . the 

Soviet.Unionbas invoked ru~e 57, which reads as follows: 

•••
11Reports, d~aft -i--esolutions an~·. other substan~ive:. moti~ns .or 

• amendmen:ts shall be intrcdt1ced· in ~iting and handed to the Secretary-. . ~ 

General. 'Ihe Secretary-General shall, to the extent po'ssible, , circulate 

copies to the representatives twenty-fcur hcurs in advance of the meeting 

at irhich they are to be considered~ • Tnc Trusteeship Counc;ii riu:ry decide 

t6. postpone .the considerat.ion of draft resolutions and other substantive 

motions or amendments, the copies of which have not been circulated 

twenty-four hours in advance." 

Is there any objection on the part of the Council to the proposal of the 

representative of the Soviet Union ~postpone discussion of the draf~tion 

until t~~-

'-'Inere appears to be no objection, and it is, therefore, so decided. 

The Council will meet this afternoon at three o'clock. 

The meeting rose at 12.35 p.m. 
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. . . '•. . ~- . 
The Trusteeship Council this. morning continued general debate (:Ill the future of 

the Cameroons 'un:a.er 'French 'aclTfiin:i~t;~ti6ri~ .: B;:f~re it is th~ 'r'e~o+t , (:Oo;: . T/1421) . ~ . .. . ' . -· . . 
o-:f the Counc.il'~· vi'Giting mission which .. macle ·a: :·first-hand study ci:t the situation in· ·: 
the territo.ry last :fall~- .. , ,,._ ... 

CHAND&-,: .Sh~ JHA. (!ndi~~', . t!J.e ·'f:triit speaker this mo-rning, pra.is~d the 

reprrnents:t.iv-es· of F~a.n~e f'oi theif.11 cariclid" answers to questions 'raised by Council 

members. He ulso expressed eppreciation of the visiting ·mis~ion 1 s reports which, . • . . • . . . . · , ' 

he said, w,tr-e a ''valuablo' coritrlbution" ' to th~ ~uncilrs discussion of the Came.roons,. 

The prospect· befcrt: the \j~un6il was ' the birth, of ~ .new ~ation, • alwa:1s .a. 'm0,ring 

event and o:f gr~at 'imp~rtanCe to mtcmkind, Mr. JHA stated. The Trusteeshi~ Council . 

had con'tribi.,i.ted: to the' ~attainmE"i1t cif ind.eperid~nce for ~y countries. In India's 

opidi.6~, ·· t~~ q_uE!s.ti6n of' th~ ;·future 6:f the two Came~ons, i ·nvol_ving 'the future of five 

million persons, . was one ~f the ~c;t· ,important' that has ·come bef'ore the Council. 
• l : .. , ' • : ,, • • , • • · ' • ~ , ·: , ' • • . - ·, • .' • . • ' • • . •. ' . .,. • ' 

Confining his further cornnents today -to the FrenchCameroons; the representative 

of India cited ArUcl~ ;{6. of 
0

the .UN chai:.ter which, he sai.d~ ltprovid~s the soil" : in 

vhicl.:. tru.B°:;'' te:t1~'.i_.:'.orie.2 ~;-rmr .;'J-t.tard jndepei::,dence~·, . 

I~ the Frew::h Ca.meroons., he werit on, there had been a p;o·gres~ive· a.~:..~10:p~ent 

of democracticim:titutions. • He re:'erred to the r~ce:nt elections to t:te 
. •. : : . • . • ' : • . . • . . . ·• • ' : tl • • . • tt 

Legisla.ti ve Assein':·ly as highly repreoentati ve, but said it was deplorab:i.P. that . 

elections could nob be held in: two constituencies where disturbances had occurred. 

However~ .~his dic:1. not -~:'feet the main factor c,f' independe;nce and it ·was not a valid 

reason f'or clelaylug the date of independence, he dBclared. 

Mr. JHA pointed out that, as tlie visiting J;liss.ion 1 s report showed, the 

Ce.mero~ni~s had been cle.mo.ri~g for ~nc1epeudence for a long t~e and the r~cently­

elected Legislative Ass~mbly ,;t~s re;resentatiye in .character. In his o~inio~·, the 
• • ,I' '. 

nnoble a.spiratio~~" cf °the people were uni~~rs~-· and the 'a~itiistering authority. 
: . . . , . . • ,. • . , . ~ . . : . • . ,- ·: 

had responded "magnanimously11 to these desires. • 

While 1t migh~ hav~\ b_een Iriore ?-P:Pr6p;ia.te t .o have heid ;the .p9,pular c.6nsu1tati~n 
' • . '-• ···• 

with the :p~ople under .lJN ·~uspices, ~everthele~·s his d.elege:tiion: agreed with .the 

visiting mission that no , i'uri?her C!6nsu;ttatio.n on the : question'of. '}ndepen~end~~was 
• • .' • • • .,. • • • ,• :· I ., •, • , · . ·:·, • ~ - , .• • . •. ~.. ~ . • •. • •. -'• . • ' > • ' · • • 

necessary,. .. ,. ·· .- .. • ··-

On the question of whether the . CBmeroonienr; would have • Jill. the attiibute!S ,of 
• , , h ••~. • ' S __ !. , ' ' ., ._, , , •· ' , : ,,. , , , , ~ I ' • • , 

• • • , • .' (more) • , ' · -. ' 
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sov:ereignty following · the . ·granting •. of ·independence, he referred to the statements 

made by the representative of France and by ·the special representatives for the French 

Cameroons in this regard .. 
; 

Another important question, he noted, was whether the people now enjoyed, and 

would enjoy i~ future, aJ.J. the fundamental freedoms and human rights without 

discrimination. 

In India's view, :f'undamental freedoms must obtain. in t ,he territory and the 

state now emerging must be one where freedoms flourish. In this connection he 

referred to the earlier distu:rbances in the territory and to the fact ihat one of 

the several political parties bad been banned and did not now enjoy the right of 

freedom of association~ He would not go into the question of ,the events which 

led to th-=:oc ·unfortunate happenings. 
It wo.s his earnest wish, ho-;1ever, that the bitterness ond conflict would 

become a th:i.ng of the past. He strongly urged that the widest possible amnesty, in 

f'act unconditional amnesty, be granted. The further me.1;;.sures proposed by the 

Legislative Assem~ly did not go far enough, in his view. He hoped further details. 

would be made available to the forthcoming resumed sesr::ion of the Ger.eral Assembly. 

His delegation could not approve of any methods of violence, ~fr. JHA stated, 

and he appealed to alJ. politica;t parties to eschew violence in the future. 

On the qw st::!.on rrf by-elections f'or four vacant seats in the Legislative 

Assembly, he hoped these elections would be held at the earliest possible date and 

cono:ncted :l:il an atmosphere of political freedom and amnesty. He had been glad tq 

hear f'roni. the French representeti ve that French troops had been withdrawn from 

the territory end also that political exiles were free to return to their homeland. 

Mr. JHA recommenden that the General Assembly should take a decision, in the 

light of' the visiting mission 1 s report and after hearing any of the parties 

concerned, that the tru:,rteeehip agreement should be terminated on l January next. 

He would support any resolution in the Council which was "consonant" with the views 

expressed. In conclusion, he expressed "great joy" at the prospect of the emergence 

of' the new state and wished the Cameroonian people "every success. '.1 

GEORGES SALOMON (Haiti) declared that the time had come for the Council to 
- . 

make final and apprpriate recommendations to the General Assembly concerning the 

future of the French Cameroons and the termination of the trusteeship agreement. 

Having oerved as a member of the vi.si ting mission to the territory, he said he would 

not dwell at length on the question. 
Members of the visiting mission, he ·observed, had tried to report a.Ji :facts 

objectively. He was glad to see that this objectivity of the mission was recognized 
by the majority of the Council members. 

The conclusions and observations of the visiting mission., he said, coincided, 
to a considerable extent, with the views of H~ti. 

(END OF TAKE 1) 
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Coritihuing';' ·Mi-~- SALOMON (t:!a'fti) . sa:i.d there were two points 'in the visiting' ··\ 

missio~' is' :r ~pbi't \/'bid( h~ -ie::.t wert? Of' special' i1II,Por'tance.·· Orie was the question . 

of the amne;ty a~d ''in thi's° tegard lie :WS'S giaci 'to ncrtfo • the" statement of" the :rep~;.. ; • _; 

sentative of "Francl that' a • fu'rtft al'ill:iei:rty· 
1
law ·would· be introduced. 'in the (Legislative C :' 

Assembly without delay. He hoped the adoption end :promulgation of such e. law 

would 'ha~/e :the 'e'xp~cted: effect: 'in bririgilig 'a'botit."a re'coric'i1.iat±on -'1ri ':the' tei•ritory. 

'.f.'h~ ·second ·poin·t, . he continued·, ' concerned. the : by.;.electiorts iri ··the Sagana~ 

Mari tj_me r~gion. Here/t;o,· Le ·,'n'.ot~d'iithe' a"sstirahce that,-, as '. soot:\. es ' the riew 
•. • '. . : I~ • . ·,· ,.. . ' - ·:- · - .• ! . ; •. . . ,·. • _ i . . . -~ . ' : ' • . . , - - . .. • • . . 

amnesty law had beeli pstsed'; ·new electiorie would '.be held · iri tl1at region .. - --

He libi;ccfth~se1 s'te:p·s· wot'iia: f:t:nally' :clbse the' 'door to ,a, •fl1ia•inf1il ·situation,'' : :,· 
. • •.• • • •• _ , •. : •; • ·, •· ·. : ·, . . . • • ., . ~ . ' • ;·· ..• - .... ... .. " ·-·· • .·. •. . ,, . '. I . • . , . ' . . - - .· . • . . . . . ' 

which was alr~ady a· thing of- thEf past;·· and ''enable' 'all ·cainer.oonians tb' ·wo:rk -together , . 

in building a future state. 

Mr • .- :SALOMON' 'hoped that ·the' douric:iJ. ·wouia. 'suppo:r·f a 'draft ·resolution 'which 

would give'<the GdnJial 'Ass'einhj:y '' the opportmiiti, after hearing the views _o:r ;,. : ,··: 
,.- ." ':. , - • ;' , • '. '. t ~- ' ' , . ,' • ' i , -~ ' • _ ":· .,- • • I ' , ·• > l ·, , ,_ · ', • ' · · . . • · _ J • , . , ·1 • • • 

Cameroonian peti tionerz, • t'b decide ·on -th,~ te:rminat·ion ·or· the • trusteeship for ,the .. 

French Camcto6hs dtf' tne ' date' thi:i·' territory :atta'±ni:.hi -independence on 'l Janu&'ry ·196o> 

Dr. PACIFICO MONTJ?P.O DE VARG...!\.S (Paraguay) noted that • the demand of the'·. ' 

government ci:f' ;tlo' C~mercon~ tor' independence on :J. '• Ja;nuary 1960 was supported·by • • 
• ' •. • . : ~. • ..• : • . . \ • ~ . :' • ••• •.• . \ .. -·. , . · 1 . . • ' . . . . . . • . . . 

the people of ·the ter:6td'l'y rind· ·endorsed· by ·· the Government of' France.·•. 

He ardo' ·'not~d' th~ '.drrbr-~'s of the cairiei'o'on~ • gove~nment and of France ti'.i -bring 

about nationed rec6h6iiiiit:ioh in the· .territory 'a-ftier· th
0

e recent troub:les. ·, ·The '•· 
, r .• •• ·. , . ,. , • . -·- ~ ~- - \ ' · ·! ; . ,. , 1 (: .- ;' • ~ - · •· .· • ,• i • .·. :, .. ·•-•;" 1·• -~-: .- , .• .-.:. . '• . : , . • •• , . ' 

promulgation • of the new amnesty · 1a:t-t, t:fs ·protziised 1 would cforitribute' to the .·· · -•• 

The conclusions of the visiting mission, he declared) ... shcnil.ci be • stipported by · 

the Trusteeship Council. They reflected the aspirations of the people and 

government of the Cameroons. 
.. • • .••• • . , • • ' .. 1 • . • ' -

However, he continued, his delegati6n'wis°bed. t'6 s·tate for the record that, in 

its view, it would be inadvisable to call for new elections in the French Cameroons 

prior to l January 1960. The domestic policies of the future state, he said, 

should be decided only by the people themselves. 
(more) 
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Dr. MONTERO DE VARGAS believed that _the carrying out of the by-elections 

for the Sanaga-Maritime region -would_ strengthen.the_ po::)..itical position of the 

Cameroons. 

He had sufficient.confidence in the l)Olitical maturity of the leaders and 

people of the Cameroons to believe that they would not accept anything short of 

true democracy. 

He accepted the assurances concerning the promulgation of' a new amnesty law. 

T:1e chief task bef'ore tbe Trusteeship Council, in bis view, was to facilitate, 

as far as· posgible, the independence of the Cameroons on 1 January 1960. His 

delega1~ion would approve 'a c"..ra:rt resolution which embodied the points he had 

me11tionecl. 

Par~guay, he said, was happy to greet the birth of the future state. He paid 

tribut~ to the lea·ders and the people of the Cameroons, and to the Govci•nment rDf 

France f'or prepnring the Cameroonian people for their inde?endence. 

OMAR LOUTPT (Unit~d Arab Republic) expressed satisfaction at the upproaching 

in.3.£-Jpendence of the Cameroons. He said l:e was happy to see another new African 

state gain independence and join the international- community. He wished all 

happiness and success to the Cameroonian people. 

His delegation, he said, would take a final position on the question in the­

General Assembly,af'ter having studied the report of' the visiting mission more 

thoroughly, listened to the leaders of the Cameroons, and consulted with other 

African states. Only then, he said, would his delegation be in a position to 

state its views more cl.efinitely. 

For these reasons, Mr. LOUTF1 said, his delegation would abstain on the 

joint drB.ft :resolution (Doc. T/1~895 and Press Release PM/3717) just circulated 

to Cou..~cil mambers. aa hop~d that his abstention would not be misinterpreted. 

It did not indicate a lack of interest in the independence of the Cameroons. 

On the contrary, it was a token 01' the specialim]?ortance attached by his delega­

tion to the question and of its concern that a final position should be taken 

only after more careful study. ' 

(END OF TAKE 2) 
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TRUSTEES.RIP . COUNCIL "".- TAKE 3 • • •• • • • · • • : .. • . , :; .-, :-. : _,_ 
'; .~ • • I ' ••.' ~ . • : • :•~ ' . . '. . . .' ' ~ !'. '.• f • i :-.- . : -~••, ' •- • •~. C : : ~ • • • >''• 

:- .:'· ~.$IR _.ANDREW COHEN (UnftecfKin~d.orri) saia it,.,vas evident from the ' coili'se ' of the 
• • • • ' ·--~- ' • • •• • ,. : • ' •. • ,. ·... '.. • . . .- . . ' \ ·- . . •·. ' . .: . • ". •• • • • • • :. t. J ; .. _.. • • •• • ' ~ ~ • - . • . •.• · • ' 

-·· .. d:e-b.at~ ·:that_ there was general agreement in the : Council .with the views of the 
•• ·-, • ... .. .. .. :~ ~ •• -~ : ': •r ::: . • ., ·; _: ' ·• · • .. • •• ,· • •• :. ' --~ ·, . . • .',, -' ... _- .· . . !'·:. -~; .. , · i:·, ._ .. , .. 

visiting .mission. . . .. . -. . . _ . -. 
., .. • . .' : :" .·~;. . . . . .• 

· , , -T&e, .. lfn:ited Kingdom., ·ue said}- would .fully /t,Uppor.t t}le_ finai ·recomm~-ndatton ·of 

the ,:visi:t;i;g mis~i~n. that"th~ ;•·councii. shotild ;:r:~pom,mend . .'.t~E!t ~ the <iener~l ·A~sembiy 
sh9ui4 ta~e _· thi. r.~c~ssa~ ~ttps t6 terrifinate· ,, ~he -. '.t~9~~-~-ship iagr~eme~t ,.fot' the 

Fr.enc; Q·~;e~;~~s o~ ' ti1e day ·the ' territory: attaine,4, ·,in~p~nc.t:rice· . .- • • · ; '· ., .,. •• 

. . . ' •• vlhilc·: i,t ·w~uld. b~-- prein~tui--e for him to. pomment now.· ~n t;e .~aft re~olution' 

. ,,j.t.i~t: ~-tr:~.1~~-ted/ s:i~ 'AiiiREW s·aid •hfs· deleg~tion :;ou_ld ·~~p~z:/ .'1t~ _,._.' :. '·_,_:_, ·,/'" 

..... :· . ,:;:;_, NQ .. i~-i~;at~~~~ ,; he : added., . was 'hap!)ier t4an;: the ~nite4 -~J.n,~-d.9~11 to ·-~ott that ·the 

Camer~~n~ ~~~id. -a~rive • at 'the goal· of; inc.ependenc,Et i~ •.tbe ~ext 12 month~.- -Tb~ -' 
. -·· /·, 

, u Y.!?aJ· ,19:6Q?-he·:. ~~ded_, would be an import,u·:i.t one ._to Africa~ Apart from the French 

Cameroons, Nigeria., loter that yea."r/ would-a;J.~o attain independenc~. ,. · '. • • ;'. : • • 

: _ .. ,_Sir ~.ND_REM said he looI~ed fo:,:-ward tu welcoming these new stat'es to ·UN member­

ship. H~ • pa.id. tri\mte to ··the "ma'gnificent ·work II done by F:;:ance over the· ye·ars in 
. i . . .• . . . 

prepering ~he_ people of the French 0·Came.coons· for independence. He aiso ·c.ongratulated 

the leaders and pe~ple of tiie territory for the_ progress attained. 

: ·; .,.,.._ 0;., . . As_ for the quest:i.on of the relations between the French Camer'cooi '-and the 
•. , • • . . •' . •• . _'. ,: • .; .•·. : . ~. f .. , ·. . . • . . . ·. ,.. : . :. t·· 

•. '. -Brit,i~h .Camer_iY.,ns., Sir ANDREW recnlled-an ·ea'rlier· s;tatement by the rep:resen:tative 

of F~ance •• that -~his -~~-£·.£~; 'concertied -pr:i;marily the .· ~itish . Ga~e;~9ris; :: 'He . would 
, ' . ~ 

not deal with the matter nov, he said, ao he proposed t? make a s.tatement to the 
··~-

Council on the Britioh Camer9ons · this af.ternoon. 

The President, MAX H. DORSINVILLE (Haiti)., said the general debate on the 

French Cameroons was concluded. He proposed that the Council _take a brief recess., 

after -which the sponsors of the draft resolution on the French Ca:meroons could 

introduce their proposal. 

This was agreed to by the Council. 

Following the recess., EDMOND SYLVAIN (Haiti) introduced the draft resolution 

(Doc. T/L.895) on behalf of his delegation and the other four sponsors -- Italy, 

New Zealand., Paraguay, and the United States. 

(more) 
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Mr. SYLVAIN pointed out that the joint resolution included the important 

recommendations of the visiting mission. In spite of the fact that a member of 

his delegation had been a member of that mission, he said he wished to pay tribute 

to the constructive work achieved in spite of the "multiplicity of the shades of 

opinion" in the territory. 

In analyzing the resolution, he said his reference to 11shades of opinion" did 

not have anything to do with the question of independence itself. If there was 

one matter on which all political parties and all inhabitents agreed, he said, it 

was with regard to independence. Therefore, as the third paragraph of the resolu­

tion stated, there was no need for further consultation with the people. 

He stressed, in connection with the fifth paragraph concerning fundamental 

freedoms, that his delegation was grateful to Francefor·leading the Cameroons 

through the democratic processes. There :was no reason to doubt the will of the 

future new state to follow the ideals of the UN Charter, he added. However, the 

sponsors felt that it was wise for the resolution to recall the 11sound principles" 

of freedom of the press, of assembly, etc. It -was also thought desirable to take 

note of the government's intention to hold by-elections in the Sanaga-Maritime area 

as early as possible, he explained. 

In conclusion, Mr. SYLVAIN expressed the hope that the five-power draft would 

be adopted unanimously. 

MASON SEARS (United States) said his delegation, as a co-sponsor, associated 

itself with the various points made by the representative of Haiti. 

The other co-sponsors also made bri~f statements/~upport of Mr~ Sylvain 1s 

cozmnents. 

T.P. DAVIN (New Zealand) said he believed that the adoption of the resolution 

would be a "significant and vital step" in the territory1s evolution to-ward inde­

pendence. 

(END OF TAKE 3) 
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TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL -- TAI<E 4 

In his statement, GIROLAl~O VITELLI (Italy) reiterated his _deleg3tion's views 

that the trust territory was definitely ready for independence and that the 

Council should recommend the termination of the trusteeship a;;reement on l January. 

He congratulated the administering authority for its efforts and wished a "happy 

and prosperous future" to the Cameroonian people~ 

Dr. MONTERO DE VARGAS (Pa:-aguo.y) also· said the French Cameroons was fully 

prepared to attain its independence on the date set, and he hoped the resolution 

would be adopted unanimously. 

By way of explanation of vote, U TRANT (Burma) said the five-power resolution 

reflected the considered views of his delegation that the territory was now ready 

for independence. Burma agreed with the recommendations and conclusions of the 

visiting mission. He would therefore vote for the text now before the Council. 

The PRESIDENT then suggested that a vote might be taken on the resolution. 

Mr. SYLVAIN (Haiti) pointed out that several alterations should be made in 

the French text and also that the word "Cameroons" should be inserted before the 

word 11 government" in paragraphs six and seven of the English . text of' the 

resolution-
' At this point, IVAN I. LOBANOV (USSR) invoked rule 57 of the Council's 

rules of procedure, requiring a 24-hour postponement of a vote on a newly­

circulated resolution. He said he reserved the right to comment at a later 

stage and also to present amendments to the text. 

There was no objection when the PRESIDENT pro~osed that further discussion 

of the resolution be postponed until tomorrow morning. 

The Council will meet asain at, p.m. today when the United Kingdom repre­

sentative will n:ake a statement on the Cameroons under British administration, 

the PRESIDENT stated. 

(END OF TAKE 4 AND OF PRESS RELEASE TR/1467) 




