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AGENDA ITiMS 6 and 17

QUESTION OF THE FUTURE CF THL TRUST TiRRITORIES CF THE CAMEROCNS UNDER BRITISH

ADMINISTRATION AND THE CAMERCONS UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION: (continued)

(a) GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 1282 (XIII)

(b) REPCRTS CF THE UNITED NATIONS VISITING NMISSION TO TRUST TERRITORIES IN WEST
AFRICA, 1958 (T/1426 end Add.l, 1h427, 1h3kh)

General debate (continued)

Mr, JHA (India): For about a week now, the Trusteeship Council has been
considering the question of the future of the Camercons under French
administration. This task was laid before us by General Assembly
resolution 1282 (XIII) adopted et the last session. The General Assembly asked
the Trusteeship Council | '

"to examine...the reports of the United Nations Visiting Mission to Trust

Territories in West Africa, 1958, and to transmit the seme, with its

observatlons and reccumendations, to the General Assembly not later than

20 February 1959." ' '

We have had the advantage of studylng the Visiting Mission's report and of hearing
the special representatives from the Trust Terrltory. Many questions have been
asked of the representative of France and of the special representatives. We are
thankful to them for having replied with candour. We have also listened
carefully to the observations made by many members in the Council.

At the ocutset, may I be permiﬁted to express the appreciation of my
delegation for the work of the Visiting Mission under the‘able chairmanship of
Mr. Benjemin Gerig. Its report bears eloguent testimony to the great pains that
it has teken to ascertain the facts, to evaluate them and to make balanced and
sound reccmmendations. We regard the Visiting Mission's report as a valuable
contribution and of great importance in the examination of a question referred to
the Trustedship Council by the General Assembly.

Before proceeding to express cur views on ‘the specific conslusions and

reccumendations of the Visiting Mission, I should like to make Scme general
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cbservaticns. In the first place, the prospect before us -- and indeed it is our

privilege to be associated with such a prospect -- is the birth of a new nation.

The mements in history when nations arise in full freedom and independence are not
too many, and such moments, ‘when they come, are always moving and of great
significance to mankind. The Trusteeship Council has by its labours during the
past few years contributed in no swall measure to the early ‘attainment of freedom
by many countries in Africa. My delegation is happy to have had the privilege of
being associated with the work of the Trusteeship Council, We have always urgedu
the Administering Authorities to prepare the Territories under their trust for
independence at the earliest date., Our constant advccacy of freedoem for dependenf
peoples has been not only in the territorial sense but in the sense of enjdyﬁent
of fundamental freedc¢ms and liberties by the peoples of the countries concerned.
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] In the v1ew of my delegation the.question of.the future. of the Camerocons :
is one of the most 1mportant on which the Council has been called: upon -ta:
pronounce an oplnlon. ’ . Ve are deallnv wlth,noth;ng dess than the freedom and
future of 5 m1¢lfon people in. the Carercons, of whom over 3 milllon.are in.the :
Ca meroons under French administration, n respect of whom my; remarks. will:be::
conflnpd thls morning, . The guestion has to be considered. in: the context of.
the provgslons of the Charter relatlng to: trusteeshlp and the terms of . the = 7
Trusteeshlp Agreement. e < % P oep R PN gp e P T 8
Artlcle 76 of the Charter lays down the basic obJectives of the Trusteeshlp 5
Systcm.li These are: St e T R b : A
hf¢,}ﬁprogr§§ ive development towa”ds self-government or, indﬁpendence as.
:;éé&iﬁéhépproprkgte,tp the‘pagplgu;q;.girgumstanQes,of_egetherrltorymand;_ e
' -its ﬁeépieé-énd the freely ekpressed wishes of the peoples concerned, and
as may be provided by the terms of each trusteeship agreement;”
Under Article 76 (c) it is among the objectives of the Trusteeship System:
f... to encourage respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms
for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion .
Article 76 thus provides the soil in which Trust Territories aré to grow
and develop towards independence. What the United Nations Charter envisages
is the eventual emergence of Trust Territories into independent nations according
to the freely expressed wishes of the peoples and enjoying fundamental freedoms
and respect for human rights. It would be against the -spirit of the Charter
if the United Nations General Assembly were to beccme a party to the creation of
a State previously under the Trusteeship System in which the people did not

enjoy fundamental freedoms and human rights and there was no equality under the

law.
The principle of consultations, which is embodied in Article 76 (b) of the
Charter is thus an important one. Trusteeship agreements provide for

consultations with populations concerned at the termination of agreements and

this is also contemplated in Article 5 of the Trusteeship Agreement for the
Cameroons under French administration.

In regard to the Cameroons under French administration we find that there
has been progressive develorment of democratic institutions -~ even though in the

—

v __________———-——-—‘-"'——-.‘ .
opinion of some the development has been tardy ~- to the point when there is a
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legislative assembly elected on the basis of universal adult suffrage. - The
present Assembly was elected in December 1956 on this basis.. There was a very

high degree o?ﬂEggggg;pgiio&ﬂin—%he_xaxing. It is claimed that this was

extremely high for Africa and higher than is sometimes the case in 0ld established

democracies. .

- Such elections were held for all but two seats in the Sanaga-Maritime area
where unfortunately there were disturbances. Another two seats in the same
area were disputed and elections to these were set aside. Consequently, there
are four seats out of seventy unfilled in the Legislative Assembly. The fact
that no elections could be held for two constituencies was indeed deplorable.
However, these disturbances and the fact that four seats are vacant do not in
our opinion affect the main question of the independence of the Cameroons nor
are they in themselves valid reasons for delaying it. ‘

My delegation is impressed by what has been stated in paragraphs 134k and 135
of the Visiting lission's report. To quote from the latter paragraph:
"The Mission must emphasize, furthermore, that there is no evidence of

any desire in the Territory for an objective short of independence. All

—

the Cameroonians with whom the Missiogpgpoke stated, often emphatically,
that they desired independence. The Mission did not hear a single _
dissenting voice on that subject, nor was any alternative to independence
proposed to it, It accordingly considers itself justified in concluding

that the oﬁEEybglndJu;JmaiQzibx_ﬂﬁ_ibe.pnpulaiiag_ﬁeSires independence.

There is some difference of opinion among the population regarding the

cdate of the Proclamation of independence; some approve the date of

1 Januvary 1960, which was the Government's choice, while others advocate an
earlier date. But, on the basis of the information the Mission was able to
obtain in the Territory, it seems safe to suggest that the latter constitute
only a small minority." (T/1427. paragraph 135)

To my delegation the position appears to be as follous: The people of the
Cameroons under French adninistration have been clamouring for independence for a
long time. The urge for independence is deep among all sections of the people
and many consider that freedom has already been long delayed. There is no
disposition among any section of the people.to delay independence beyond
1 Januvary 1960.
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There are 1ndeed some wko would llke the errltory to beuome independent

earller.u The Legislatlve Assembly of the Territory which was elected on the"

basis of unlversal adult franchlse adopted a resolution on Eh Octooer 1958
so*emnly proclalmlng the w1ll of the Cameroonlan people that the State of the
Cameroons should attain national 1ndepe1dence on 1 JanLary l9u0.

.‘-,I:.. - % G R

PO |
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This Leglslatlve Assenbly, as the Visiting Miss;on has pointed out in
paragraphs 140 and 141 of its report, is representatlve in character. The B

Administering Authority has declared its 1ntention of grantlng full independence

]

:to the Camer001u under French aamlnlscratlon on the same date. ‘The Visiting

Mission found that this was the ‘desire of the overwhelmln" maaor;ty of the

pggg;gt;gn. To43;;€e_fgsgrzﬁeiﬂlssion s report _
"... the requést that the Territory should become independent on
% Jenuary 19”0 ‘which was approved in the Legislatlve Assembly of .the
Cameroons by a large mejority, is also supported‘by the great mejorlty ;
of the population.: ..." (T/1427, page 65) e _ S
We have, therefore, come to the conclusion that the desire for independence.
inthe Trust Territory is uﬁivefgg}. We believe that this is the noble

aspiration of the people of the French Cameroons. Ve also feel that after

many initial hesitations, the Administering Authorlty has itself come to believe
in the independence of the French Cameroons and hnS responded magnanlmously to
the aspirations of the- people of the Territory.

My delegation is of the view that, whlle the pr1n01ple of populax _
consultation is essential, and in the nomal course we would have considered it
nore sppropriete if consultation had been made under the auspices of the United
_Eegigg§4ﬂin_zg§;ggycumstanceg_af the Camercons under-Ffench adminieiyeticn we .

TT———

should nevertheless agree with the Visiting Mission's conclusions that no further
*§§§E§EE§£E§£:;;;Iha—pe9eieticn—is—neeeeca;y-cn_the_suh4ect_Qﬁqgﬁgiz_inﬂﬁpﬂnggﬁﬁﬁe__
All concerned are agreed on the independence of the Territory on 1 January 1960
and there is no need to go through the time-teking formality of specific

consultation under United Nations auspices, which could not give any other
result. _ - _

We now address ourselves to two'ﬁuestions: fiﬁﬁt’ whether the Cameroons
under French administration that is likely to emerge as an independent country «
on 1 January 1960 will have all the attributes of independence and sovereignty; .
and, secggﬂ, uhethef“fﬁ_‘pedjié of the Terrltd§§fecjcy at present, and will enjoy :

cnnl_Jenuaxy-i@697~e4&r%he—£undamea$ai-£xeedcxmcem@.respect for human rights
== R T e ST D "
Withgﬁfﬁff? distinction, as envisaged in Article 76 (¢) of the Charter.
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Cn- the queatlon of: soverelgnty, we' flnd that in Ordlnance 58 1575 of |
30 December 1958 the GOJE;ZEEEE'Bf Erence has transferred to.the Government ef
the Cumeroons ell the poWers of in+ernel leglslation .and, edmlnistration, 1ncluding;
judlelary* retainlng to itself the responsiblllty for monetary and forelgn
exchange pollcy, foreign pollcy, frontler eecurlty and defence of ‘the State of::
the Cameroons. We, take note of. the decleratlon of the. representative of.
France to the effect thet it const1+ntee the 1ast stage of. the evolutlon of . the
Cameroongz 1nst1tutlons before 1ndepenqence ana the ending of. Trueteeshlp as. .
outlined in the preaﬁfie to the Statute. The Govarnment Qf France hes. also -
stated in the preamble to the Ordinence, thet 1t ds . 1te desire:to comply with
the vlshes of the Leg;elatlve,Assembly of the Camerocns that they ehould attaini! .
full independenee on 1. January 1960... W2 , " a5 Y
In the _same, conneXlon we. take note sgain of the statement of the DR ¥ A
representative ef France that ‘on l January 1060 eutOnomy will .step—
ineependenee and the final external povers will pass i to_the hands of: the-
CamereenE#EEzhgrigles.ﬂ

ege 27). " Ve also.-note. the etatement of the
special renresentatlve thet the exlstlng conventlons governlng the relations ‘% .:

=y A N

between France end the Cameroons, which are annexed to the otetute of
30 Deeember 1958 will autcmat;cnlly end on 51 December 19)9 and the 1ndependent
Cameroone wlll thue be free to-negotiste and enter into new conventlons with.
France or wlth any other State. " ' , '

Ly delegatlon would partieularly w1sh -~ and 1naeed there is an. obllgetlon
on the Unlted Natlons to- that effect -- that fundamental freedoms: would Erevall
in the Territory end,thatntne State that emerges on 1 January 1960 will be one  :.:

in which democratic forms of government and democratic liberties will flourish;i

This recalls o us at once ‘the disturbancee that took plece in certain parts of

~ the Territory in" 1955 and, leter, in 1957 Ts “and which have sporadlcally contlnued
during - 1958 Ve have also to take note of the fact that one of the seve“al '

) polltlcal parties 1n the Terrltory is banned and does’ not as sach enjoy llberty .

of speech. and of aOSOC1au10n.
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It is not our intention to go -into the 'sequence of'evenfs which led to these
unfortunate happenings nor to justify or condemn the alleged organized violence -
by that psrty and the alleged repression by the Government,. The lesson of
these disturbances is that where. freedcm is delayed, it inevitably causes- deep
frustrations which often lead to violence and bitter conflicts. Ve deplore these.
happenings es much as ‘anyone else. It is our earnest wish:that the bitterness

and conflicts that took place some time.sago should .beccme matters of the past

and should not be. carried over into the new era that is dawning.for the Territory.
States born - in violence, internal bitterness and conflict do not lay
sound foundations for their future. It would be the path of wisdom for :the
Government of the .Camerocons to take measures so that the new State may come into
being in_harmony and internal good will. We ﬁould-strongly-reccmmend-the "
immediate grant of amnestTy on the videst possible basis, In fact, it would be an
act of statesmanship to grant unconditional amnesty.c Amnesty-is based on ther
principle of forgiveness, and forgiveness itself, if ungenerous or hesitating,
loses its value. We are constrained to observe that the further measure of
political emnesty proposed in the Legislative Assembly, a surmary of which was
given to us by the special representative, does not go far enoughi We hope that
further details of the amnesty measures will be made available to the members of -
the General Assembly, At the same time, with the principles and traditions of
non-violence which have governed the thinking ‘of the Indian people, we cénnoﬁ
epprove of any methods of violence to attain political ends, and I hope that our
appeal to the political parties and individuals in the Territory to eschew
- violence will not be misunderstood. To the extent that the reople of the Cameroons
are able to eliminate violence, bitterness end conflict, to that extent will the
future heppiness of the Cameroonian people be assured,

It is also our fervent hope that elections will be held very soon to the

e ————
four vacant seats in the Legislative Assembly allocated to the Sanaga-Maritime

area. These elections should be held in conditions of maximum freedoms and
political amnesty. My delegation wes glad to heave the assurance of '

the representative of the Administering Authority that French troops are being
withdrawn and will be totally withdrawn from this area well before the elections.
We ccmmend to the Government of the Cameroons that elections be held in these
conditions at the earliest possible date. .
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and that

esty:xf_llljhe_.ayp-l;cablﬁo ;them v , o = 5 S
1ne Teagteeshlp Council is not comne tﬂnt to take a deC151on concernlng
the termlnatlon of the Trusteeshlo Agreement. rAs the rep eaentative of. France
poinfed out we are here to pave the way, as, it were fo; the work end the . ot
Judgcment of tbe General Assembly.f'We would therefore, recommend that the—ff“$

General Assembly should ta&e a dec:51on,1n the llght of the Vlsitlng NlSu;on B,

T W1th effect from g Jenuary 1960 upon, the
attalnment by the French Cameroons_“T“fuii"nﬁfiaﬁﬁl‘Zﬁdepenuence. y; : i spsere sk,
'hy delegatxon will 1en&*rts’§ﬁ§§3}t to any, resolutlon An the Counc1l whlch...

is in oonsonance Wluh the views thax' I heve expressed -_:‘.- i T

,l

Befove concludlng, I should llhe to eApress on behalf of my delegation, o S
our great Joy at the prospect of the eme*gence of he Cameroons as an, 1ndependent
State. We w1sh the people of the Cameroona every happlnese and ,success in,

their adventure as an 1ndependent natlon._ In thelr struggle for freedom .and.
inoependence durlng the last decade of Tvusteeeh ip,. . the people of the. Cameroons
have shown etrength end coura&e. Le feel sure that when the General ASSEmbly
termlna es the Trusteeshlp Agreement ano freedom comes, these will be valuable .
assets to the people of the Cemeroons in solv1ng their internal problems and .
in playlng thelr full pert 1n the comity of natlons. £

R
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Mr. SALCMON (Hiiffj(interprutation from Frofec): Fsllosdrnz the
custerery pattern of 1ts work, the Trusteeship Council her recertly been
examining the situstion in the Cameroona under Frerch sdmiristrstion. This year,
howeaver, everycnz has the qtvCﬂg feeling thet the Council's debates are particularly
importano. Tmdeed, the mcment -- one might say the supreme mouent -- has come
for the'Trusteeship Couricil to meke final erd appropriate recomrerdations to the
General Assembly on a Terrltory's future and thé erd of i%s trusteeship.

In its consideration of this matter, the Council wes sssisted by the report
of the Visiting Missicn which recently vas In the Cameroous and by statemrents
nade here by the.rEPresentative of France ard the'special representatives of the
Cemerconian Goverrmert. I had the honour of being a rember of the Visiting
" Mission and of takiﬁg pert in the érafting of its report. I therefore do not
wlsh to analyse the cdntents of that report at lergth. Delegations certalunly
have the right to have different views concernlng the concluslonas arrived at by
the Visiting Mission, But, in presenting ard onilysirg the particular
circumstances of this case, the merbers of ithe Mission were at all times convinced
thet they were giving en bbjective report of the facts. It requires only
éiscernment and a little sincer ty end gcod faith to recogqize this. It giVba
us greot satlsfectlon ard enoouragement to see that 8 very large mFJority of the
remters of the Trusteeshlp Courecil have recognizeﬂ the objectivity of the
Visiting Missioa. We are grateful to them for this fair attitude. |

For its pert, the delegatlion of Haltl has been pleased to note that the
obgervations mcde by the Vlﬂitipg Mlssion pni t e coxcluslons to which it arrived
ere very much the ssme &g the views which the Haitlen delzgoation hes corsistently
expresged In the Councll and the Gezersl Assembly conéerning the situation in the
Cemerocors. In other woerds, the delegation of Haltl

ckpervetions ard conclusioxs in he E*+i—€§+rﬂﬁ§9n-8~2290-¢w-
__#ﬂ_‘_

Nevertheless, there ere two points to wkich the delegation of Haiti sttaches

perticuler importarce. These two poixrts mqy be regarded =s the sequels to
& dlgorderly enil troubled pzgt -- & past from which, however, tke Cemercons kas
progressed, step by step, towards parliareniary demacracy, then selfugovernment

and now the dawn of 1ts independence.
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The finetrquest;on'to 'hich Rove delegetion etuuchea perticulaﬂ jJTG:tﬁuce I
is that of.neconeiliation- In thia cqnncxion, the delegetion of. Haitl listered

with great att;.tion to the statemont meﬂe by the errePentative oL Frqoce."

Wﬂ wers, gnopy to heer him reaffirm the essurcnce slready.given to the Vi siting
Mission that 2. bill nimed at proviath for as broad an. armesty as possible would . .
be irtroeuced witnout Aany delay in the Logielativn Asqenb1J Ve orderutand that
that Acs embly, whose gession. bevan only on 26 Janunry, has not as yet been able
to‘adont .8.lay on g0 dellcate a matter. Fovever, we atalt with confiderce the
anontion of auch 8 layw in the. very near. future; aa I have rald, we underatnnd that |
this bill.has been Introduced in the lLegislatlve Assembly at Ynourde. Ve rtrnnglyﬁ__
hope thaf the provisiors of +this law will be such that their . Adoption will v s
produce the ent;cipetel .res ults within the framemork of 8. policy of reconoilietion
of sll tbe C“merooniens both inside and outside the ierritory. _

, The vecond point ‘o which ve attach perticular importance 1s tkat of the ek
legislative representntion of the oenaga -Maritize region. “On thie rubgect too,

we listened with interest to the etatements of the representative of Frnrﬂe. He
pald tham as soon &8 the emnesty law he& been promulgetei eleotions mould ‘be L
deoreed.to fill the four eeats of the oenena-yaritire region in the Legislativa
Aesembly W;iCh are now-vaﬂant ae a result of the circumstances witn which we’ arp
-all familiar, end that ell the elements of the populetion of that region uoul&

rdd T

ve eble fresly to partiolpate in those Plections. : S i

e 1

“ Thus ve' egpit 1ith cO“siderable interost theee measures vhich, we hOpe

Will cloue th& Onlf doors atill remiiaieg open. on a prinful situstior. that
may now form rart of the paet ard w“eoh will allow all the Camerooniara to'
unite in buildi:g théir future country. "

I"de ed, in performing work of value, the CamerOOniens huve R country whinh
eprtainly is afflicued with p“obleme but uhich s A mﬁgnificert country. rop
shell altsya rewember it With de =p feeltng. I aamired its besuty srd cherm;

I was oersonaily impreseed by, erong ocher thirpg, the ootertiai wealth of 1ts
soil itn foreets ara imm fise prairies and ebovn ell by the vitality of its
poPulatioa ‘and that populetion 8 1ove for the earth, which these people ere_”
cultivating with such remarkeble zeal ard which, in the hjmnq that the} séng to

the Misslon throughout its voyage, they called thelr one erd only kappiness,
their joy and their life.
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I could elaborate on these ideas, but ‘the Council is now fgachiﬁg tﬁeféhdy
of this discussion and arrivinag at the'constrﬁétivélétage of its work:

Several delegations, including my owm, ére now working on & draft
resolution., This text will certainly ve the result of a compromise between the
various shades of opinion of its co-sponsors on this question.whicﬁ ié delicate
but simple. DMy delegation hopes that the draft resolution will contain the
positive wording suggested by the very clear recommendations of the Visiting
Mission's report and the stetements made here by the representatives of France
and the Governrent of the Camerocons. We believe that, at this historic turning
point in the development of the Cameroons, the Trusteeship Council should ‘
continue to pley the predominant role which it has consistently played in the
past in the Territory's progress. The delegation of Helti sincerely hopes that
membefs of the Council will be able to support such'é draft resolution so that
the Ceneral Assembly, which will meet in a few days, may decide -- after having
granted the usual hearings -- to terminate the Trusteeship Agreerent for the

Cameroons when that Territory becomes irdependent on 1 Jenuary 1560.

Mr. MONTERO de VARGAS (Paragudy)(interpretation from Spanish): First,

my delegation wishes to express its appxeciation end gratitude to the Chairman

and members of the Visiting Mission for the accurate and complete report they
heve given us on the Camerocons urder French edministration. It is only fair to
note that, in the time given them by the Council to carry out their task, they
did highly useful and informetive work for us all.

Cenerally speaking, the exposition and analysie of events to be found in
the Visiting Misslon's report confirm the Territory's political, economic and
social progress and, above all, the firm determination of the authorities of
the Cameroons -- supported by the population -- to attain independence on
1 January 1950. The French Government has given its complete backing to this
aspiration and is lending its co-operation to {his auspicious event.

¥y delegation has also noted with plezasure the efforts now being made by
the legislature of the Cameroons and by France to bring ebout national
reccnciliation, following the recent events in the Territory. The amresty law,
~which we hope will be promulgated as & result of the actions and decision of
the appropriate African authorities of the Cameroons, will guide the Territory’'s
political life along the path of harmony and understanding.
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L S e e T ~

.The explaretiors glven to this Council by the. French delegatiom and -the.
schial renreventeuives have cortributed to infcrming ug .in more detall.of tho
" Antertlons sad, w‘tll of the authori‘bier that peace rkould be reatered to the
Cemeroots. It ﬂn“t be rpcognized that ~ certain smount of. time.will be required
before resultn cAn be expecten from the applic?tion of an nmzesty lsw. Put my
delegﬂt;on ia convinced thht this. Wi)l not adversly affect :the Camerocons'’
progress Yowards “kat end, since this provision, wvhich will becomre. & law, haa
the supp0rt of the African leaaers,lwro are certairly responsikle men. The :
Prime Min*ster of the CamerOO“s has glven assurances to the Visiting Mission of
these intentions and purpcses.. My delegstion could rot gueation the promise
given by thin c1,tinguishea statesmsn, who hag the support of the lmmenae,
magority'of hir p90ple. i 2  y e

In ny delegs fon' ] opinion, the conclusionn reacbed by the Viaiting Miasion,

whose reporu ve are row gtudying, should be subported by the Trurtesrnip Counctl,

since they reflpct the aspiretions of the people and legleleture of the

Cemeroona under French adminjstrntiOﬁ.'
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T

In so far as the political aspects of the Territory are concerned, my
delegation would like to go on record with the reference to the following
points: ' ' - .

«1., He.do not feel it ‘advisable nor necessary to cax ry out new general

electiogg in the Territery prior to 'l -Jenuvary 1960. This ‘statenent in

{tself contains the certainty that the present representztives in the LegiSléturé'
and in the.Government have the right and the duty to appreciate the general ’
rolitical situation  of the pcpulation, in keeping with the study'which”tﬁéyfluw
themselves must'carry'out in’ érder to establish in the future the electorél‘_f';w
procedure which is most in leeping with the destinies of the new free State :
which will.arise cn 1 Jenuary 19€0. ° _ e

- Any other-interpretation, in the- opinlon of my delegation, would only lead;
to ereating urnecessary problems and even rossible agitation whlch this Counc1lj-
should not favour in'any way whatsoevern and we should not Offer any opportunity
for them to have any basis for growth. : R '

My delegation sincerely feels that a contributicn of this nature is'ah
fundamental duty of the United Nations. The domestic: policy of the future new |
free State of the Camercons should be decided by ‘its ‘own populatlon ‘and only by:.:*
- its owvn population. A decision or suggeqtisn to the contrary, ‘which would ' B
arise in this Council, enuld be used’'as a pretext for new attembts at agltatlon,z
and thus give a: basis. so that these disturbsnces -- in case they were to cccur-—éi
would create an atmcspliere -of discontent and'disturbance which wbuid'be-very'z
inappropriate for the estaollshment of the full 1ndependeﬁce of the Terrltory on '-
1 Jaruary 19€0. ' LRI e ' L

2+ My delegation sincerely believes that the partlal and‘supplementary

elections promised by the Prime Mlnlster - which w1ll be held in

Sanaga«Maritime -- where the blOOdy_events occurred; will strengthen the
political position of the Cameroons and the free play of the’poﬂérs of the
State. 1 ‘-. .'__ 1 I, ] - _' . . . .
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-

5. My delegation would like to indicate clearly that we have sufficient

conf'idence id_thé poliﬁical maturity of the people and leaders of the Cameroons

under French administration today, and hence we cannot accept anything which
could undermine the cvnfwdence that the pﬂop¢e has in itself and the independent
government can succeed in cementing tne dnstlny of its cpunury yithin the
postulates ‘'of a true democracy. .

b, My delegation and Government, vwhich T kave the bonour to represent,
observes that with reference to the political or rranizat;on of the State which
will arlse_ shortly, we should not preggdge or even try to establish rigid
direcﬁi?es-for the future. Paraguay affirms the_principle that only the .

inbabitonts efke Territory of the Cameroons can decide their own palitical

norms of government which they will comply with later on in order to attain their

tranquillity, progress and'welfare.
5. We should like to go‘on“record_clearly that my delegation gladly accepts
the procedure that will be followed to promulgate an'amnesty lawv. Opinions may

be given for or against with rgferegce to the scope of this Jaw, but we cannot
doubt the sincere wish of the leaders of the Camercons to seek national -
reconciliation with such a legal prpvision;_a recorciliation vhich was
underminéd-by the cruel action of a political sector. We do not claim to lay
dovn any norms élong this line, but ﬁé do not feel it unnecessary to.indicate
that violent’ measures rever solvpd +he political problems of any Gove*nwpnt.

B My delegation assumes that the chief task of this Council irn this
emergence is to fa01lltate, in so. far as possible, the i%SEEEEEEEEE—EEQ-EEE__
installaticn of the sovereign'Géverhment of the Camerocons under French
—_—~—

administration for 1 January 1l

T Iw'ueleratlon will approve and suprort eny draft resolution presented

.in this Council on conlltlon that such a draft resolution contains the basic
roints of our statement. _ .

Paraguay, a couwntry and péople.which I kave the honour to represent, is
pleased to note, and we should like to express our appreciation of this fact,

the future birth of a free and sovereign country, as the Cameroons is to be.
__-\-.___ L —— s e .




DR/el T/FV.958
18

(Mr. Montero de Varpas, Pareguay)

The awakening of the Africen people is a true and certain event. Its political,
economic and social conscience should be supgorted so that all those peoplés
should be in a position.to be free and theylshould be able to obtain the
menagement of their own destiny. 1/ith these wishes and good desires, my
delegation salutes and hails the feoples énd leaders of'the Caﬁeréons, and we
wish them happinéssland good luck in their new independencq_gnd'soﬁereign life.
We should also like to record our 3ra£ituﬁe:to the peoﬁleland Governmént “
of France for having prepared and given the opportunity to the ﬁeopie of thé B
Cameroons to attain their independence éﬁd to set up their own Government in

such a State which is neer and dear to the Africans.

Mr. TOUIFI (United Arab Republic)(interpretation from French): I have

the intention of defining briefly the position of my delegation with regard to
the delicate guestion we are discussing today. BRefore I deal with the substance
of the matter, I should like to pay tribute to the Chairman and members of the
Visiting Mission who deserve our congratulations for the menner in which they
rerformed the task entrusted to them by the Trusteeship Council. I also
associate myself with the words of praise which were sddressed to the members
~f the Secretariat who accompanied the Visiting Missicn.

On behalf of my country, which is a part of Africa, I wish to express our
feeiing of sa&éffizfﬁcn on the occasiqf_gfﬂzyg_abnroaching independence of the

s S
Cameroons, which will take place on 1 January 19€0. Ve are happy to see a

new African State achieve independence, a State which will soon be admitted to
the United Nations. .We wish all happiness and success and crcsparity to the
reople of the Camerocns.

However, we do not intend to discuss this voluminous report today. We
believe that a more thorough examination cen be given it when the Gerexral Assembly
%EEEEJELEELEEEEEEEY’ this month. We prefer to state our final rositicn on thi
question after having studied the report more thorcughly and after having heard
the petitioners and the political leaders who are exrected to arrive soon, and
after consultation with the other African countries wvhich are rarticularly

interested in the future e¢f the Cameroons, a consultation which for reasons

beyond my control I have not been able to accomplish.
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It ‘is only after we have had these discussions that ve' will be able to bave
a clear idea of the future of the Camerodns under British- administratlon, and .-
that we will then be able to state Sur views more definitely: It was also in
the light of these considerations that = I studied the dreft vesolution which -
was submitted-today, and for the reasons I have just stated my delegation will -

q?ﬁﬁﬂin;ﬁhéé—%his_tex%éts’ﬁﬁx-to the vorei—Fhis absﬁénticn'muschot be 2

interpreted a5 shiowing‘a lack of interest on our part in the independence.of a

brother Africen courtry but, on the contﬁaryy'if‘is a mark of the special

importance’ that ve .2ttach to this question. It shows our concera-thay we should

take the proper attitude after a more thorough study of all the facts. °
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Sir Andrevw COHEN (United Kingéom): I only wish to make a very brief

statement in this debate on the future of the Cameroons under French
administfation. We have received from the Visiting Mission a most interesting
and illupinating report.which,iif_l ney say so, has brought light to a subject
which has‘sometimes during tﬁe past year or two become somewiat obscure in our
discuésioﬁs. I think thgt we all cwe a great debt of gratitude to the members -
of the Visiting Mission; and to the Secretariat who supported them, for this -
excellent, clear'and, as I have said, illuminating analysis of the state:

of affairé in the Camercons under French administratinm. '

It is evident from the course of this dekate that there is very general
agreement in the Trusteeship Council with the views and conclusions expressed
by the Visiting Miésion in this report. My delegation would fully support the:
final recoummendation of the IMission, namely that this Council should recommend
to the General Assembly that it take the nécessary steps at its resumed session
to terminate the Tru,teeshlp Agreenent for the Cameroons under French .
administration when that Territory attains its independence on 1 January 19€0.

It would perhaps be premature at this stage to talk about the draft
resolution which has just been circulated before it has been formally introduced,
but my'delegatibn sees nothing in it which it cannot support, and it will be
glad to support this draft resolution.

I should like very briefly to make a general remark with regard to the
Territory which we ere now discussing. No delegation round this table is
happier than the delegation of the United Kingdom to know that this great

Territory of the Cameroons will arrive at the goal cf independence within the

next twelve months. The year 1960 will be a great end important year in the
history of this whole region of Africa. Not only will the Cameroons attain

its independence, but the neighbouring Territory of Nigeria will later in the

year attain its independence, and we shall look forward to welcoming these
countries in this Organization.

It is clear from the report which we have before us that the Cameroons under

French administration can look forward to a happy and prosperous future. I should

not like this occasion to pass without expressing, on behalf of the United Kingdom,
our warmest admiration for the work which France has done over the years in

e e —

helpiﬁE’fE“‘pcep%e—e%—%hrs Territory towards the goal of independence. It is
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clearly appatent from what the Visiting Miséiﬁnshas“ééid .and ffoﬁfeafiier

reports wnxch Yaveé been before us that® France has both in the’ polltlcal and 1n -
the ‘€conbivic and’ soc;al spneres done everything necessarj to bring a nation to
birth. i This is an -occasion vwhen we can all join with the grea est’ p0951b1§
satisfaction in eongratulating the Administering Authority on its maghificent
work in this-country as well as in*coh&fatulafinw'the ﬁedple 6fufhe”cohntry'and o

their leeders .on. the progress they have made -ahd on the fortncomlng attalnwent o

of indepnndeéndé.-." -+ - it R g
There is, of course, the question of the relatlgns ‘between the’ Camerogns
under French a%g;g;stxaﬁion-and_hne Cameroons-under: Brltlsh administration.

As the-representative.of France has said earliér’in this dis cu551on thla is a ‘
metter which :should:be considered primarily -in relation to thé future of the
Cameroons: under .British administration. . I 'do not'-thereforé' intend‘to refer fo*"
this: metter now.: As the Council knows, I shall be addrea31ng ‘the Counc1l thls' N

afternoon with-regard to the future of the other Trust Territory

The PRESIDWNT'(inteTprétatibn'from'Ffenéﬁ}' The statement Jjust made

by ‘the. representative of the United Kingdon concludes the general dlscusalon onzd”
the Cameraons: under French admlnistraulon AR R ' ' ' R

I have been informed that the draft resolution which has Just beencirculated
to the mexbers of the Council will be formally submitted by its’ sponsors uhortly
The Council will therefore take a flfteen-mlnute recess in’ order to enable members

to examine the draft resolution.
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The meeting was suspended at 11.35 a.m., and resurmed at 12.05 p.m;

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Ve have the texts of the °

draft resolution before us. I recognize the representative of Haiti,

Mr. SYIVAIN (Heiti) (interpretation £rom French)s on be'half of the
delegations of the United States Italy, New Zealand Parwguey and of my own
delegation, we have the honour to submit for the consideration of members of the -
Council the .dreft resolution contalned in T/L 895 which has Just been circulated by
the Secretariat to the members of the Council. _ :

I should like, w;th'your_permission,_to make a brief an&iziif of this draft
resolution which, as members of the Council will note, includes the important
recormendations contginea in the reﬁéff of the Visiting Mission to the Caméroqhs
under French administration. _. N o - LR

But first of all, cdespite the fact that a member of my delegation participated
in this Visiting Mission, I could not fail ﬁo'eipresé here thé'great appréciation
of my delegation for the us=ful and conucientlous work which we assigned and which
the Mission carried out under conditlons that we cgn imagine were highly difficult .
in the light of the com@lexity of.the brobieﬁs they had to tackle and also in the
light of the diversiﬁy of the opinions -- or rafhér the nuances or shades of
opinions =-- which théy‘had to gather from all éources, and which at times were
reflected in terms of vidlance ~-- and even.thcqgh they ﬁay be explainable, they
are still regreftable. This also indicates the praiseworthy interest which the
Cameroonian people had in the fate aﬁd in the destiny of their country, This
is petent evidence of the-sqrprising fitality of this noble people whiéh despite
all sorts of vicissitudes has never despaired concerning its future, and which
lastly, indicateé -- I am not speaking of violence, but of this multiplicity of -
shades of opinion -~ that the Cameroonians are ready and worthy of independence.

That is wﬁat-the draft resolution, which we are submitting for the consideration
of the Council, asks you to proclaim ihlrecdmmending to the General Assembly to
terminate the Trusteeship Agreement so that-és.of'l Januéry 1960,'the Cameroons,
by virtue of Article 76 b of the United Nations Charter may enjoy its full

national independence.
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(l4ir. Sylvain, Haiti)

This draft resolution, as I have just pointed out, includes the 1mportant
recommcndations pade by ‘the V*slting ‘Mission!” “In its exnlenatorv perts, - o
refers first of 211 to resolutlons 1907 (XXII) ‘and 192k (8-IX) of the cogncli_
which requested the Visiting h1951on ' _.,I y ' “%', B :

"to set forth its views on the procedure for organiz1ng the oonsultation
which would gnable the people of the Camevoons ceee to express, at the
appropriate time, their w1shes concerning their future and concerning
the. termlnation ef trueteeship upon attainment of full national

1ndependenee in 1960 T/* 895)

The draft resolution then refers to resolution 1282 (XIII) of the General f__ : '

Assembly: whicheeelle upon. the. Coupeil . . : . G
"to examine. .at the earliest p0581b1e time during the twenty—third i.
se951on .the reports of, the Visiting MlSSlon soe and to tranSmit "_
them .... to the General Assenbly ... to enable the ﬁssembly to ;..
5teke ovwenthe _necessary measures in connevlon with the full ‘” -:”;_ o
attainment of the.objectives of the Trusteeshio System. (Ibid.)__;;Lf
In- its operative section, the. draft resolution, efter _expressing the??i f”
appreoietion of..the Council. to the Visiting MlSSlon for 1ts report and after
noting -the conclusions and recommenaations of the Vlsiting Mission, eon51ders :
that the Terrltory of the Cameroons under French administratlon, in the light of

the statement. made by the Adminlstering Authoritf and 1n _keeping With the

resolution of the Legieletive Assembly of the Cameroons, is ready for 1ndependencej ik

without the- HEEd for any further consultation with the people of the Terrltory ':_”;"

‘

on-this matter. _ ) _
I.ghall-.confine myself to a brief comment with rega rd to operative _" B
paragraph 3. intentionally polnted out the diveislty of the shades of opinion._i
But il there:- is one - question on whioh no divergent opinion vas expresse& to the '
members . of the Nission, if there is one question on which the political parties,
publio opinion and :the'. Cameroonians of all the ierritorj are in agreement, it '

- is the question of independence. That is th we feel thet it ie useless to__ j

organize any further conSuitetion_on,tnie“qpestion,
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With regard to measures of reconciliation which we consider indispensable

for the establishment of public order based on respect for legality and the union
of the Cameroons, our draft resolution, while téking note of the statements of the
Government inviting Cameroonians wiho have left their country in recent years fo h
return without fear of feprisal and to take up their normal life in the national
commuﬂitf, welcomes with satisfaction the assurances given by the Prime Minister, -
and repeated here, on behalf of the Administering Authority, that legislative
measures are now being worked out with a view to bringing about an amnesty which
we hope will be as broad as possible and with the least possible deig;?_-_%his i’
exactly what the draft resclution urgently recommends to the competent authority.

In this twentieth century, which is the Century of lian, there is no normal
political 1ife, there is no lasting progress in the evolution of peoples, still
less of those who are just attaining their iﬁdependence and freedom, outside the
Pree pléy-of democratic institutioné,'which therefore presumes not only jealous
respect for the rights of man, but also the formal guarantees of his social,
economic,'éiVil and political rights. ' ' “ i

Although my delegatioﬁ is particularly grateful to France; which has been
mindful of its obligations which it has undertaken with regard to our Organization
to lead the Camerooﬁs to independence through the road of democracy, and although
we have no reason to doubt the will of this new democraéy to conform to the
principles of our Charter, we have not felt that it would be pointless, bearing
in mind the special representative and the Administering Authority, to recall
the sound principles of freedom of opinion, freedom of the press and freedom of
assembly, which are the subject of paragraph 5 of the draft resolution.

As you will recall, the Council had in mind the unfoftunate circumstances
which thvarted the results of the elections held in the Sanaga\Maritime region.
In order“tbat this region might be represented by déngEEEE—wno have beer freely

elected, the draft resolution takes note of the decision of the authorities of

the Cameroons to carry out elections to f£ill the four seats in the Legislative

Assenbly allocated to the Sanaga Maritime area.
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Finally,.the.draft resolution concludes, as I pointed out at the beginning,
by recommending that ‘the General Assembly.terminate the Trusteeshlp Agreement
and -declare,. in accordance with Article 76 b of .the Charter of the United Nations,
the Camercons 1ndependent with effect frem 1 January 1960. .. .

1y delegation whieh, within this Council, has never ;ailed to contribute "
to @bq work. of emancipation and independencg_of the Cameroons its most decided . ..
support,, is honoured to‘submit to the-attention of the members of the Ccunéil % % s
this draft. resolution, whose auoption, which we hove will be unanimous, P
will mark a date in the.dramatic history of this. Africa which so long. has been
in chains, which.so often has been covered with blood, .this Africa to Whlch
ve Hajtians have indissoluble links. e B oa 7 : ¥

Although the time may .seem inopportune, I, as the representa*ive of Heiti 1
will_ngtbgcncludg, -gince the occa51qn;haslbeen afforded to. me to speak qn_the_ l_
Camerocns . under French administration, without tu;ning.tolsraﬁce; in the pefson
of its rqpreséntative, to that France which, by.SOmé of its acts, has given _
rebirth to hope and made sképticism disappear, to say thank yoﬁlfpr Haiti; thank
you for .the. Cameroons, thank you for Africa and thank you, ah?VE;a;l, for the
United Nations.. o
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Mr. SEARS (United States of America): The representative of Haiti has
Just made a very effective introduction to the draft resolution (T/L.895) before us.
As a co-sponsor, the United States delegation wishes to thank him and to associate

ourselves with the various points which he has so clearly made.

Mr. DAVIN (Wlew Zealand): New Zealand was, of course, represented on the

Visiting lMission to the French Cameroons, like the United States, Haiti and India,
and = statement endorsing the conclusions and recommendations of the Mission has
already been made in this Council by my colleague, Mr. Edmonds. It is a source of
considerable gratification to my delegation to be able to co-sponsor the draft
resolution (T/L.895) vhich 'has just been tabled in the Council. I do not intend to
speak at length. ; My colleague from Hlaiti has already explained the draft =+
resolution. I rerely associate my delegation with what has been said by him and by
the representative of the’ United States.

My delegation hopes that this draft resolution will be adopted by the Council, '
thus enabling it to comply with the requirements of General Assembly resolution
1282 (XIII). We believe that its adoption will be a significant and vital step
towards the final evolution of the people of ‘the French Camézhgggf%g'ihdependence."

I take this opportunity of conveying our best wishes to the people of that
Territdry?for a happy and p*osperous future’'as an independent State and record the
app“e01ation of my delegation for the part played by France in the achievemert of
that status by the Terrltory. '

'EEL_EEEEQEE (Italy): I have already had an opportunity to express the
views of'my delegation on the'questibnioflthé future of the Cameroons under French
administration. In my statement I was happy to stress that in the opinion of my
delegatioﬁ the Camercons was definitely ready for independence and that the
Trusteeship Council would be well advised to recommend the termination of the
Trusteeship Agreement relatlns to the Cameroons under French administration on its
attainment of 1ndependence on 1 January 1960. '

It is therefore in the full real%;atlon of the progress made by. the Territory -

under the guldance of the Adm nlsterlng‘Authorlty that my delegatzon is happy to

confirm its’ attitude on thls questlon. I should like to add that my delegation is

also pleased to accord its sponsorship to the draft resolution now under
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conoldﬂratlon, togethﬂr w1th the delegations .of ‘the United States of Amerlca,
Baiti, flew Zeaiand and Par guaye _ i ' ‘

There is only one thlng left for me to do-at this stage and that 15 to" R
reitera te to the Admlnlsterlng Authority our most friendly conhgra tulations for th1§
successful venture in training an Africaen nation for freedom and 1ndependence. I
also want to express the very best wishes.of my deleggtlon to the people of the
French Camerr\ono for a hapby and prosperous future.

Nh. FONLulO de Vﬁﬂuﬁo (Pariguay) (1nterpret3tlon frém Spanlsh) “In

keeplng vlth the general SUMtemen rade by my.delegation at today's meetlng, il
should.llke, w1th great pleasure, to associate myself with the draft rcsolutlon
which was tablad on behalf of the sponsors by the representative of Haiti and.w1th
the necessary erplanablons vhlch he gave. My delegation need only refer’ to our
general statcment for the Counc11 to understand full well the scope and support
which vie glve to this draft rcsolqt*on. . '

As vas already poznted out .1y de1egat10n feels that the Cameroons under’
French admlnlstratlon is fullj prepared to achieve its: freedom on the: date laid -
dovm in the reuolutlon adspted by the Legislative Assembly of the Camerocons and by &
the Adwlnlsterlng Authorlty. . i u; ' o -

Ulth reference to paragranh 6 of . the draft resolution, may I say that: this 15 ¥

a very good measure whlch the Counull is called upon to adopt because in’ that way ‘
we will afford an opportunlty to all those inhabitants of the-Cameroons, of glven
zones, to return and participate in the by-elections. We would like to express the
wish at. pregent taat this Council will adopt the draft:resolution unanlmously,

. because thls is an e351er vay . and.becausn we feel that there would be no dlfflculty '
in reafflrmlng the fact that the future of the Cameroons, which will become i
independenﬁ:oﬁ thanﬁa“y 1960 . should be something viable and provided with this
opportunity to éstabllsh its 1ndepeﬂdent life.

U _THANT (Bu a): I would like to make-a very brief statement by way of

explanatlon of vote on the draft resolution now.before the Council, sponsored by

Haiti, Italy, New Zealandj Paraguay and.the United States of America. INy-

delegut10n1w1lllygte.for the draft resolution primarily because we are in agreemwent

3
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with the conclusions and recomuendatlons of the Vl51t¢ng Mission on the Cameroons
under Plench adﬂlnlst“atlon and ve are convinced that the Territory of the
Cameroons under French administration is now fully ready for 1ndependence. My
delegatidn, in the ci}cuﬁsfance, cannot pose any other autltu&e than full
uupport of any nmeasure that will enable the French Camercons to attain full
‘natlonal 1nd°pendence with effect from 1 January l9uO.

Iy delegation appreciates the point of view eypressed in this Counc1l that
the consideration of the matter could very well have been deferred to the General

e e,

Assp.bly at its resumed session. But we feel that the basic issues have been

exnmust*vely dlscussed both by the V+u1thr M15810n and tne Trusteeship Council,
and that this Council is now in a pos;tlon to make spec;flc recommendatlons to the
General Aggembly. The draft resolution before us, in the view of my delegation,

- . i fe for it.

o
1

reflects the considered views ol nm

The PRESITENT (interpretation from French): Does any other member care

to speak on the draft resolution? If not, is the Council prepared to vote upon
the draft resolution? | ’
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v U, TOBANOV (Union of Soviet Scefzlick Eepub fee’ Tty trt on from

Russian) The draft resolutien was only tablied five m*nuecc ago by the s;cqsors“
and scme delegatlons -~ T refer partlcularly to my own -~ have not had time to .
study it. The qaestlon is of con81derable 1mportance and, therefore, the text .
ghould be svad:ei thorouwhlj._ Hence, I wonld araw the ettention of the Pre51dent

to rule 57 of our rules of procedu”e, in accordaace with wn*ch tne eoviet _h
delegatlen reserves its right to s+ate its v;ews on the draft resolutlon ard if A

necessary, to present amendments. Followzng that, it wlll be able to define 1ts
pOSLtlcn by a vote.l

The ? O”“” flnuerpre atlon from Ffench) The representatlve of the
Soviet Unlon has 1nvoked rule 57, which reads as follows. _

- “Reports, draft resolutione and other substantive motlong or
amendment ehall be 1ntrcduced 1n wrltlng and handed to uhe Secretary—
-General. The Secretary- ~General sball to the extent p0531ble, ‘circulate
coples to the representatives twenty fcur hcurs in advance of the meeting

hI#at Wthh they are to be con51dered, The Truste eshlp Counc1l may decide
;to postpone the consideration of draft reaolutlcns and other substantive
motions or amendimments, the copies of which have not been circulated
twenty-four hours in esdvance."

Is there any objection on the part of the Council to the proposal of the

e

a el
until tcmo; orning?
“~—There sppears to be no objection, and it is, therefore, so decided.

The Council will meet this afternoon at three o'clock.

representotive of the Soviet Union &g_gsfipone discussion of the draft resolution
L

The meeting rese at 12.35 p.nm.
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IBUSTEESHIP CUUNCIL o TAKE l ) =
The Trusteeship Counecil this morn_ng continued general debate on the future of
the Camerocons under French adminlstration. Before it is “the report (Doc. m/1k27)
of the Council's viaiting mius1on whlch mede a first—hend study of ‘the 31tuation in”
the terrlrory last fall. o
CHANTIER SHEKBAR JHA (Indle), ﬁhe first speaker this morning, preleed the

reprenentebives of Frence for their candidﬁ answers to qucstlons reised by Council

members. He nlsc expressed epprecletion of the visiting ‘miszion’s reports which,
he said, we“e a falueblc concrrbntlon to the Ccnncll's discussion of the Cameroons.
The prospect vefere the Council was the birth of & new nation, almeye a mcving .f
event and of great lmportance to mankind, Mr, JHA steted. The Trusteeship Coun01l :
had conurlnvted to the at ainment of independence for sany coun*rics._ In Indle 8 o
Opinlon, the question of the ‘Future of the two Cameroons, involving the future offive
" million nersons, was cne of “the mcst importent that has come before the Council.
Ccnflnlng nis further conments today to the French Cameroons, the representaﬁlve
of Indie C&ted Article {6 of the UN Charter whlch, he seld proviees the soil" ln_
wiich trust texyiiories nrov uoward independence. SR ey N
Tn the French Cameroone, he went on, there had been a progressive develoPment Gl
of democrec+ic institvtﬂons.‘ He referred to the racent elections to the
Legislative Assemﬂly as hlghly representatlve, but said it was “deploreb' " éhét’
elections could not be held in two constituenciee where dlsturbances had occurred.
However, this did not atfect the main factor of *ndependence and it was not a valld
reason for delayiug the dete of independence, he declared. o
JHA pointed out thet, as the vislting;mission s report showed, the
Csmeroonians had been clemorlng for independence for a long time and the recently—
elected Legislative Assembly was representative in cheracter. In his opinion, the
"noble aspirations cf the people were universal and the administering au+hority
had responded megnenimously to these desires. o A
Hhile it m;ght hare heen more eppropriate to have held the popular consultetion
with the people under UN ausplces, nevertheless his delegation egreed with “the _N

visiting mission thet no, further consultation on the qnestion of independence was
necessary. , 5Ty T i .u;'ﬁ?-~“-- 4“ ! : a1 ' b
On the qnestion of whether the Camerooniang would heve ell the ettributes of

(more) 2y : SN wiwrg oy, wy gee Mg e
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‘soverelgnty following the granting of independence, he referred to the statements
made by the representative of France and,by the special representatives for the French
Cameroons in this regerd. ;

Another important question, he noted, was whether the people now enjoyed, and
would enjoy in future, &ll the fundemental freedoms and human rights without
discrimination. 4

In India's view, fundamental freedoms must obtein in the territory and the
state now emerging must be one where freedoms flourish. In this connection he
referred to the earlier distwtences in the territory eand to the fact that one of
the several political parties bad been banned and did not now enjoy the right of
freedom of associstion. He would not go into the guestion of the events which .
led to thesce unfortunate nappenings.

It was his earnest wish, hovever, thet the bitterness end conflict would
become a thing of the past. He strongly urged that the widest possible emmesty, in
fact unconditional amnesty, be graﬁted. The further measures proposed by the
Legislative Assembly did not go far enough, in his view. He hoped further details,
would be made available to the forthcoming resumed session of the Gerieral Assembly.

His delegation could not epﬁrove of any methods of violence, Mr., JHA stated,
and he ePPealed to all political perties to eschew violence in the future.

On the qestion nf by-eicctions for four vacent seats in the Legislative
Assenbly, he hoped these elections.would be held at the earliest possible date and
conducted in an atmosphere of political freedom and emnesty. He had been glad to
heer from the French representetive that French troops had been withdrawn from
the territory end slso that'poiiticel exiles were free to return to their homeland.

Mr. JHA recormended that the Genersl Assembly should take a decisicn, in the
light of the visiting mission's report and after hearing eny of the perties
concerned, that the trusteechip agreement should be terminated on 1 January next.
He would support any resolution in the Council which was "consonant" with the views
expressed., In conclusion, he expressed "greet joy" at the prospect of the emergence
of the new state and wished the Cameroonian people "every success,' '

GEORGES SALOMON (He.lti) declared that the time had come for the Council to
make final sand apprprlate recommendations to the Genersl Assembly concerning the
future of the French Cameroons and the termination of the trusteeship agreement.
Having served as e member of the visiting mission'to the territory, he said he would

not dwell at length on the question.

Members of the visiting mission, he observed, had tried to report all facts
objectively. He was glad to see that this objectivity of the mission was recognized
by the mejority of the Council mermbers,

The conclusions and observations of the visiting mission, he seid, coincided,
to a considersble extent, with the views of Haiti.

(EN_DOFTAKEl)
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cdﬁ%inuihgj'Mr"SALoMbW-(Haitﬁ)-ééid there wére two points in the visiting
mission '8 repo“t which hé “feit were of special: imporfances Oné was the ‘queéstion

of ths ammesty and‘in ‘this regﬂrd he was glad* “to nofe the statement of ‘the: repre--=“ T

sentative of France ‘that a draft amnesty &t would be introduced ‘in the' ‘Legislative :
Assembly without delay. He hoped the adoption end promulgation of such & law =
would have the ‘expected effect in bringing about a reconciliation ir “the territory.

The ‘second point, he continued, ‘concerned the by-elections in ‘the Sagahas = '
Maritime region. Heré”*téd; ke noted *the ‘assurance that, as soot &s the new
amncsty law ‘had besn pecsed; new elections Would be held in that region. - '

He hoped theése' staps would finally 'cldse the ‘ddor to & "painfil - ‘gsitvation,"
which was alr;ady a thing of the’past, ‘and ‘endble ‘all Caméroonians 6 work together
in building a future state. : SELEALY e e W B e

Mr. ‘SALOMON hoped that -the Touncil would kupport & draft resolution which : %
would give the General ‘Assembly ‘the opportunity, after hearing the views of '~
Camﬁrooniaﬂﬁ?éti%ﬁbhérc}”tb“deéi&é*dﬁ*tﬁﬂ”térm:néﬁion”bf’the“trnsteeshiﬁ for the -
French Camcrooﬂs on ‘the date the tarrltory attained - -indepeéndence on 1 Janunry 1960.

Dr. PACIFICO MONTVFO DE VARGAS (Paraguay) noted that the demand of the':
government of t-e Camercons for 1ndependence on 1+ January 1960 was supported by
the peoplp of tha terrmﬁory and endorsed by ‘the Government of France.- ¥

" He aluo noted the nfforus of the Cameroona government and of France to -bring -
about national reconcil1ation in the ferritory ‘after the recent troublés.  The '
promulgat;on cf the new amnesty law, as promised “would contribute to +the "
restoration of harmony iR the terpitory. & o TEroE B TR

The conclusions of the visiting mission, he declared;”éhbﬁl&'be*suppbrtedfby « B ow?

the Trusteeship Council, They reflected the aspirations of the people and
government of the Cameroons. |

However, he continued, his delegation withed to state for the record that, in
its view, it would be inadvisable to call for new elections in the French Cameroons
prior to 1 January 1960. The domestic policies of the future state, he said,

should be decided only by the people themselves.
(more)
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Dr. MONTERC DE VARGAS believéd.thét the céfrying out of the by-elections
for the Sanaga-Maritime region would strengthen.the political position of the
Cameroons. _ '

He had sufficient confidence in the political maturity of the leaders and
people of the Cameroons to believe that they would not accept anything short of
true democracy. v | '

He accepted the assurances concerning the promulgation of a new amnesty law.

The chief task before the Trusteeship Council, in his view, was to facilitate,
as far as possible, the independence of the Cameroons on 1 January 1960. His
delegatiion would approve a draft resolution which embodied the points he had
mentioned, )

Paraguay, he said, was happy td greet the birth of the future sgtate. He paid'
tribute to the leaders and the people of the Cameroons, and to the Government ef
France for preparing the Cameroonian people for their indeveundence.

OMAR LOUTET (Tmited A;ab Republic) expressed satisfaction at the avproaching
independence of the Cameroons. He said he was happy to see another new African
state gain independence and Jjoin the international community. He wishéd all
happiness and success to ths Cameroonian people.

His delegation, he said, would take a final position on the question in the
General Assembly, after having studied the report of the visiting mission more
thoroughly, listened to the leaders of the Cameroons, and consulted with other
African states. Only then, he said, would his delegation be in a position to
state its views more definitely. '

For these reasons, Mr. LOUTFI said; his delegation would abstain on the
joint draft resolution (Doc. T/L.895 and Press Release PM/3717) Just circulated
to Council mgmbers. e hop=zd that his abstention would not be misinterpreted.

It did not indicate a lack of interest in the independence of the Cameroncns,

On the contrary, it was a token of the special importance attached by his delega-
tion to the question and of its concern that a final position should be taken
only after more careful study.

* (END OF TAKE 2)
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SIB ANDREW COHEN (United Klnngm) said ‘1t:vas evident frem the course of the

dehate Fhat, there was generai agreement in’ the; Cauncil witn the viede of the ~ =
visiting. mission. ' W R ey A g
:-The . Uhlted Kzngdom, he sa;d, ‘would fully-suppert the finel recemmendation of
the. v1slt1ng mlssion thet ‘the "Council ' should reeommend.that the General Assembxy :
should tese the recess ry steps to terminate the- trueteeship agreement for the
French Cameroons on the dey “the’ territory: attained, independenee. . PR
Voile it wuuld be evematuee for' him:to. fompent. now. on tae draft resolution
just circulated; Slr AKDREﬂ seid h1e delegation‘would_support it. f TR A
Cameroons would errive et the geel of’ 1n5ﬂpendence in the next 12 months. “The
uyear. 1960 he added, would be an importunt one-to Afrlea. Apart from the French
Cameroons, ngeria, later that year; would.also attain independence,_ 1{'”' N
I -k b o ANDREW said he looked forward to welcoming these new states fc UN member-
ship. He paid tri‘bute to ‘the "magnificent wark" done by Fi rance, over ‘the 'Jears in
preparing the neoPle of the French: Ceme:oons for 1ndependence. He also congretulated
the 1eeders end peoPle of tihe terisitory for the progress attained.
svibmgpTa, JAB for the questwon of the relations between the French Camercons and the
- British uamerOMne, Slr AND?LW recalled an-earlier statement by the repreuentative
of France that this metter ‘concerned ‘primarily the Eritish,Qemegopns. "He would
net deal with the matter now, he said, as he proposed to ﬁake:a stateﬁene fo'the
Council on the PBritish Cameroons: this afternoon. ks
The President, MAX H. DORSINVILLE (Haiti), said the general debate on the
Ffeneh Cameroons was concluded. He proposed that the Council tske a brief recess,
after which the sponsors of the dreft resolution on the French Cameroons could
introduce their propoeal.
This was agreed to by the Council.
Following the recess, EDMOND SYLVAIN (Haiti) introduced the draft resolution
(Doc. T/L.895) on behalf of his delegation and the other four sponsors -- Italy,
New Zealand, Paraguay, and the United States. |

(more)
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Mr, SYLVAIN pointed out that ﬁhe Joint resolution included the important
recommendations of the visiting mission. In spite of the fact that a member of
his delegation had been a member of that mission, he said he wished to pay tribute
to the constructive work achieved in spite of the "multiplicity of the shades of
opinion” in the terrifory. '

In analyzing the resolution, he said his reference to "shades of opinion" did
not have anything to do with the question of independence itself. If there was
one matter on which all political parties end all inhsbitents agreed, he said, it
was with regérd to 1ndependenée. Therefore, as the third paragraph of the resolu-
tion stated, there was no need for further consultation with the people.

He stressed, in conﬁection with the fifth paragraph concerning fundamental
freedoms, that his delegation was grateful to Francefoileading the Csmeroons
through the democratic processes. There was no reason to doubt the will of the
future new stete to follow the ideals of the UN Charter, he added. However, the
sponsors felt that it was wise for the resolution to recall the "sound principles”
of freedom of the press, of assembly, etc. It was also thought desirable to take
note of the govermnment's intention to hold by-elections in the Sanaga-Maritime area
as early as possible, he explained.

In conclusion, Mr, SYLVAIN expressed the hope that the five-power draft would
be adopted unenimously. ' .

MASON SEARS (United States) said his delegation, as a co-sponsor, associated
itself with the various points made by the representat%ve of Haiti.

The other co-sponsors also made brief statements/support of Mr. Sylvain's
comments. _

T.P. DAVIN (New Zealand) said he believed that the adoption of the resolution
would be a "significant and vital step" in the territory's evolution toward inde-
rendence.

(END OF TAKE 3)
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In his statement, GIROLAMO VITELLI (Italy) reiterated his delegation's views
that the trust territory was definitely ready for independence and that the
Council should recommend the termination of the trusteeship agreement on 1 Januarya'
He congratulated the administering authority for its efforts and wished a "happy
and prosperous future" to the Camerconian people,

Dr. MONTERO DE VARGAS (Paragucy) also said the French Cameroons was fully
prepared to attain its independence on the date set, and he hoped the resolution
would be adopted unanimously,

By way of explanation of vote, U THANT (Burma) said the five-power resolution
reflected the considered views of his delegation that the territory was now ready '
for independence., Burma agreed with the recommendations and conclusions of the
visiting mission. He would therefore vote for the text now before the Council,

The PRESIDENT then suggested that & vote might be taken on the resolution.

Mr. SYLVAIN (Haiti) pointed out that several alterations should be made in
the French text and also that the word "Cameroons" should be inserted before the
word "government" in paragraphs six and seven of the English.text of the
resolution,

At this point, IVAN I. LOBANOV (USSR) invoked rule 57 of the Council's '
rules of procedure, requiring a 2l-hour postponement of a vote on a newly-
circulated resolution, He said he reserved the right to comment at a later
stage and also to present amendments to the text.

There was no objection when the PRESIDENT proposed that further discussion
of the resolution be postponed until tomorrow morning,

The Council will meet again at 3 p.m. today when the United Kingdom repre-
sentative ﬁill rake a statement on the Cameroons under British administration,
the PRESIDENT stated.

(END OF TAKE 4 AND OF PRESS RELEASE TR/1467)





