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AGENDA ITEMS 6 and 17 

QUESTION OF THE FUTURE OF THE TRUS'r TERRITORIES OF THE CAi.\1.EROONS UNDER BRITISH 

ADMINISTRATION AN'D THE CAMEROON$ UNDER FRENCH ALMINISTRATION: (continued) 

(a) GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 1282 (XIII) 

(b) REPORTS OF THE UNI'rED NATIONS VISITING MISSION TO TRUST TERRITORIES IN WEST 
;·• • ,.. . 

AFRICA, 1958 (T/1426 and Add.l, 1427, 1434) 

General debate (continued) . 

Mr. EIMONDS (Hew Zealand): For the second time in five months 

members of this touncil are called ~pon to take part in a debate connected with 

the termination of an agreement for a Trust Territory. Both 'these Territories 
,., , ' . . ' • 

are :in West Africa, both are administered _by ~ranee . . · The Council t s consideration 

last October of the Togoland question led soon afterwards to·the unanimous · 

adoption by the General AssemblJ" of. a resol4tion provid:ing for the termino.tion 

of the agreement forth~~- Territ9ry on the date in 1960 when Togoland becomes . . . ,· . . 
independent. A simila:i;- consummatton of the Council's consideration of the 

- . 
question of the Cameroons under French administration seems devoutly to be wished. 

If the Council's deliberations on this item have been brief this is no 

- reflection on the importance which members attach to the matter before them. 

It is because the Council has been greatly assisted by the report of a Visiting 

Mission, the experience, integrity and intelligence of whose members is beyond 

question. This report is unanimous: it is also comprehensive, clear and, 

to my delegation, convincing. ----
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(~~ends, New Zealand) 

The Mi~si9ri. has admirably discharged. the·-. functions ·given to • ft by the 

Trusteeship Council.at the twenty-second session and the ninth special session. · 

The Chairman and members of the Mission and the members of its secretariat 

deserve the thanks and congratulations of this body and the General Assembly. 

In its report, .. the ·Mission pays a ·tribute to the administrative, economic, · 

social.and educational development which,has been made by the Territory in the 

last ~hirteen _years, .The Administering Authority's efforts in these fields 

dE;serve warm commendation, Both financial and technical assistance appear to 

have been given on a substantial., even a lavish, scale artci made good us~ of by 

the territorial authorities. ·The Territory now faces certain financiai 

diffic.ulties, b_ut the Mission notes ,that it:' 

"has every reason to believe from its discussions with the authorities 

concerned that France will consider with sympathy req)!_ests for f1nanc~l 

or technical assistance11 (.T/1427,. paragi-aph 47) 

from the Cameroons. This attitude on the part of the Administering Authority 

also merits commenqation. 

But the interests of both the Visiting Mission and the members of the 

Trusteeship Council are :i,nevitably concentrated on the pol'ltical and 

constitutional development of a Territory whose legally constituted. 

representatives request· independence on l January 1960~ with the consequential · 

termination of the Trusteeship Agreement. This request, which 

is endorsed by. the Administering Authority is, in the•Visittng Mission's 

opinion, supported by the great majority of the population of' the Territory. 

In a statement on the Cameroons made i.n the Fourth Cormni ttee on 

26 November 1958, my delegation said that no member of that Committee would ~ish to 

t,aise artifici~essary obstacl~ttainment q_f __ sel:f-government or ---- --independenc~by_an.y--'1'-~ust Territory. We are even more certain that this is the 

attitude of the members of the Trusteeship Council. It would be invidious 

indeed, unthinkable -- for this Council or the General Assembly to make it more 

difficult for Trust ~erritories to become independent than it is for those 

Non-Self-Governing Territories which do not enjoy the benefits of International 

Trusteeship, The rate at which Territories of the latter type have in recent 

years attained -- and are still attaining -- independence and membership of this 

Organization has been most impressive. Some of these countries are in Africa, 
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(Mr. Edmonds, New Zealand) 

as is the .Q.a,merqons; some _hav.e ~xp~rienGed, -.i.nt.e:r.na,l d;:i.ss·ertsions : stilLnot, wholly 
... : ,.: ..... . . . :. . . . . . . . ., . . ~ . . . . 

resoly·e4~ . . Today, _theY;. ar.e respected ;Memb_e:q;_ 9f . th_e .:lJnited :Nations waiting 
• ;: -: · . · ·.;. ·; • • • •• , ; ... • • • • # • • , , • • • 

eagerly to .welcome_a .new African Members.. . ·:, ;, , . .. 
~ -• • ,: ~ • •• • '. • M O : .: • · • \ " ~ . • • , • ' • 0 0 • • ~ . - • J • • • • • 

~~~ me~p~~s: ? ·f .. ;t:tlis.:pour~,i~. m1:1s-t;., of _Co'IJrse:.,. •:sat·i:sfy themseLves·. that. '.the ,, 

final qb_j_~ctive .. of. ,the Tr:us.teeship Sys:tem --. tJ1a,t is,. s~lf~gove:i;riment or-: . . 

inde;e~d~nce ~-:-. :~s :t~e~ a~tained by th; IJ.'rust .Tex:r::i-tory before they recommend , . 
·; •, ' . ·· , ' : ·;:_ .. . '·,•' :. •. · ' • • • ·.. • ---·:---------------

the termination of the Trus~~~greemen..L .On tµis point, v,1e.·hav.e the evidence 
... . •-- - .. · • ' · ,.- , . . • . • . ·, 

furnis_h!=~. by the YiJ3;i..tir1g. Miss~on,_. ;tq ;a~cp_r,dan~e :with its. . ter.~ of .' reference,; • 
• ;..- ! • . ; .: • •. ; ,· • • . .• ~• • ., • • , • ' • • .1 

and supporte_d by. t,he _f-qrthe,r .ci,e}ail_~ '. -~upp_l~ed by ~h;e x:ep;i;::esentative .·of . . France 

and t~~ ~pe~i?,l. ~repre~ent.~tt.Y~~ • . ';!?he _ ~1is~io_n cons~ders. t,h~t ."the independence: 
J, '.· , .,. : ·, .. . , ,• · . • •.. • .. . 

which the Cameroons will enJoy 6n the t~~inat,iqn qf tru.s,teeship• will be full • 

and compl~telJ (T/11+27, paragraph l34). No. do1,1b:t, the . attainment of this full and 
.' ;._ . . ~ - · .; -• --

complete. i!ldepend~nce , will be acco~pani_ed bY. an application for membership of 
) . '·;· .; . • ' . • . • : ; ' . . • . • • 

the United Nations, which will be supported .. by every.member -of .this .Council ·. 
! . . • • • • 

The Mission adds that: 

"-the ~a~~er in which the Legislative Assembly and, the _Government have 

exercized the powers transfe:i::red -to . them . ~ . encourage the Missibn. to believe, 
·.,,~,. : · -, · , .- · , .. _ · ., .... , ;. : · ., ' ·· . - -----

\.li th the Administering Author;i. ty,, . t}:la t . the. Cameroonians have. the capacity . . • . . ' ' . . 

to assume the responsibilities o;t' independence". , (Ibid .. ) 
- ~ . . • • • •• • • ,, ··, - • ' 1- .,.. •• -- --

This information is most gratifying •. My del~gati()n believes. that an Assembly , 
.. ' •. ~- :," . •. : ( . ; . . , .. ; . ' . . ~ ·' .. \. . • • ' • .. ' " ,. 

and Government capable of assuming the responsibili '½ies _of sovereign independence ,. 
:· . • ,, ' -:, . ' . . ·,. 

must be regai;ded as .capable .of planning and implementing a ·"policy of . . ·,, ' -· . . _'., . . : . .. _._· , ·: · ' , ' . - ' . 

reconciliation" such as that .recommended by._.the Mission. The details. of the 
, , , ... .. . . . ' . . ' •··· . . . 

amnesty bill at present being discussed by the Legislative Assembly and. ,the 
• • •' • . _:• :~ . • . , . : . , ~ " ,• , , , ' • 'l . 

answers on allied matters given by the special representatives con:Unn this . 
· • , I ' • ·. • ' ' ' . ' I -~ > • • ) ; • 

.. " ._. ,· , 

belief. 

.;. 't 

I 

:,. ·, .. 

__ t_ ;. .· 

.i . . 
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(Mr. Edmonds, New Zealanj) 

The mai_n question before the _Council, therefore, would seem to have a single ' 

simple answer. Here is a Trust Ter;ritory with a social and economic .structure • 

which, we are advised, is capab3=-e of. supporting full }n~epfmdence and a Government 

and legislature capable of assuming its .responsibilities. The legislatwe~nd • , 
the Government seek independence by 1 January 1960; thi.s request_ is supported 

by the people of the Territory and by the Administering Authority. The Visiting. 
. . 

Miss.ion cons.iders the legislature_re:presentative in character and sees no reason , . 

why fresh general elections should _be a pr~condition o:r"the~inment of -. . ' . 

independence. The '.:1erritoria.l Goverr>..ment, . at the suggestion of the Mission, has, 

however, agre~d to hold 'by-ele~ons in the Sanaga. Marit,ioe.. after passing a ·new 
-------- • 

amnesty law. All membe~of the Council will no doubt welcon:c the Mission's 

r~.1.•L, ~at reb_ellion in Sa.naGa .Maritime is virtually ended and that many of the 

survi vlng r ebels, who have surrendered. in large m1.i:1be1·s, are co-operating loyally 

with the Cameroons Government. They will also welcome the observations of the 

Mission, and the a!3surances of the special repr_esentatives, from the Territory 

·with regard to political liberty and personal. rights in .the. Cameroons. 

If' the question of independence for the French Cameroons poses few problems, 

what of the question of unification of the Cameroons under French a&~inistration 

with its neighbouring territory under British admiriistration? The Mission notes 

that opinion. in the fo.rmer Territory is unanimously in favour of reunification. 

~ns~ion on the question seems necessary, at least at this sta€'..e• 

Certainly it appears that the people of the _ Cameroons under French administration 

would not wish the reunification issue to impede or delay in any way their 

progress towards achieving independence by the date on which they have set their 

hearts. 

My delegation hopes, therefore,.that it will provepo8sible for this Council 

to adopt unanimously a resal,,tion a]qprt the lines suggested by the Visiting - . 
Mission in paragraph 172 of its report -- a resolution_recommending that the 

Ge.neral Assembly should make the necessary p:r_:ovisions for tl:;e _termination of the 

Trusteeship Agreement for the Cameroons under French administration upon that 

Territory's attainment of independence on 1 ~1:1nuary 1960. 
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(Hr. Edmonds, New Zealand) 

ln conGlusion, my ,d.elegatioh ·would like' o~ce '~ga.in to thank the ch~irman 

and . r.1er:1be:rs o:f the Miss'ion and their ·secr.et~ri~t and .. also the special 

repx;es entati ves from :tln:e · Trust Territory' or' the . Caineroi:ms. ,Je shc,~ld like also 

to CO!)gratulate' the Administering ·Authority and the G6'vernment an?: people of 

the Terr-itOJ:'.Y~ '. : .My. · own' country in ·the ·South P~cific is the width of the world 

fr9m, 1{eq't , Africa l::?ut for. many years . it has 'i;.,atched. 'with interest, sympathy and 

deep :feelir.g s · cf,, friendship th~ devel~pmerit : 6'f trust'· arid !·"cn-Self-Governir:g 

T,=,:rri:~orics in Africa, as . elsewhere:; and "their' ·ptog~ess to':"ards ihclep~nd.ence. 

W~ •· deen;i it • an honour that there should have '' been·:a Nevr·zealand nominee on this 

hist;oric mission ·to the Cameroons. · 

·Mr. VITELI.,I (Italy): My statement will be a short one. In the opinion 

of my delegat:i_,on _the· question of the future of the Cameroons under French 

administration,. such as it appears to ·us in the light .of its co.nstitutional, 

• poll ttcal, ·: economic and social progress; .· leaves no room for doubt in our minds 
... -that this Council,- and at . a subsequent .stage the Gerie e 

tq.e :r:equest of the 4dmim.s ering uthority and or the Cameroonian 'people to 

term.inate .. -the TD.llitees~i].3 Pr61eernellb EJ:t ·the dabc oR whiel1 the Territory will · 

• attain full independence · 'that fa •, on 

is .connexion we have earefuily studied the re:po:i:t ·o·f the Visiting 

Mission, and we ·-have -listened very attentively to the · statement made in this 

Co.ur.icil ·b'-J the representativ e of France; .· •• So much ground has been covered by the 

report of :.the Visiting Miss·ion arid so thorough have been its investigations that 

in our ·opinion. there is very 'little 1"0om .left for s:i;Jeculation. 

Their recommendations are so clear that we think it would be wise for this 

Council ·to. ·e.ndor~e ·~m:--who:Leheartedly~· He ·vish to congratulate Mr. -·· G'erig ,· the 

Mission I s :Chai'rman, a'nd :his col·leagues for the :good job they have dOrie·, But I 

would also •like· to add· that if there c'ould 'have been any misgi virigs in some 

quarters as·to.certain aspects of :the ' situat'idn in the Territory', they have been 

effectively disp~ll.ed by :th~' authoritative informati~n supplied iri the report 

under consideration. Some delegations have ct.welt' at -iehgth o'ri •• the' questi'on of 
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(Mr. Vitelli, Italy) 

general reconciliation which, _ of _ course, _ was bound to attract : the attention of 

this Council. It can hardly _be denied that the .new country of the Came:toons 

would initiate its independent life under bad omens .if "the legacy of uneasiness 

in the minds of many of the political leaders and people in general;' -- to · quote···. 

from the r eport -- were not to be leftbehind. 

It augurs well that ample assurances have been .; given to the Visiting Mission 

by the Prime Minister that the Goverr.me:nt of the Cameroons was preparing a bill ­

which would provide for a broad amnesty. 

1le have also heard what the special representatives had to say on this 

matter. 

He think, therefore, t~.9.Ye;r;1llll.ellt of tbP __ .camemons __ ll~~-g;ly~!.1 E!vidence 

of ~reat political wisdom in tal,iug appropri?te measures _ _:to _ __s_o_lve __ this very ----important problem. 

----;;; pointed out at the beginning of my statement, my delegation is also 

satisfied that the Territory is ready to acquire ihdependcnce on the date of 

l January 1960. By ready we~esentative organs of the country 

have locally interpreted the will of the people. On the other hand, a ne,-t 

statute entered into force on l January 1959 which, by granting the Cameroons 

a very large degree of self-government, has marked the last stage before the 

termination of trusteeship. In conclusion, we are of the opinion that on the 

evidence of past and recent developments in the Territory and of the will of the 

people,such as also ascertained by the Visiting Mission,there should be but one 

conclusion, that we go along with the report of the Visiting Mission and th€ 

recommendations therein. 

Finally, as to the course that the Visiting 1Iission has found it ad.v!s~ble 

to take in the matter of un~t seems to my delegation that as long as 

the Governments concerned will proceed in accordance vith the will of the people, 

no objections can be raised. In any event, it also seems to us that 1:neitl:er 

t he independence of the Cameroons under French administration nor the termination 

of the Trusteeship hin~e upon this specific problem. 
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. May I, .. tJJ conclude, seize this' 6pportunitY to extend our most cordial 

congr<il-tulat,ions to the.Administering Authority for the ·excelle~t and. respon~ible 

wprk_ done J.n co;npliance with the Trusteeship Agreenierrt, We have here f~rther , 

evid:=nce of. the, ~bili ty· of France to , contribute·· substantially to· the ·s·olution of 

one of the most important :problems vrhich we in the West ha~ve be~eh1 co~f'ronted with: 

the ·resurgence· of· Africa~ · ' As representatives of a 'cduntfy 1,-1hich has a similar 

re_sppnsibili!,y i.4 tbat continent we ·salute ou:r Frdnch friends and wish well to the 

new nation of the Cameroons. 

-·:_ '·' 

'.1 .- • ••• -, .. 
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Mr. KELLY (c-..ustral~ In resolution 1282 (XIII), the General \ssembly 

requested this Council to examine the reports of the United Nations Visiting 

Mission to the T:::-ust Territories ·in West Afric.~ in 1958 o,nd to transmit those 

reports, with the Council's observations ::nd recommendations, to the General 

Assembly not later th --.n 20 Febru:.ry 1959, so as to ·en3.bie the .' .. ssemblyJ in 

consultation with the ~c1rninistering ,\uthori ties, to to.ke the necess J.ry measures 

in connexion with 'the full nttainme·nt of the objectives of the Trusteeship 

System in the two Territories, namely, the Co..'lleroons under French administration 

and the Cwneroons under British Qdn:iinistration. 

In its deliberations so far, the Council has, :p.1.rtJcularly in view of 

the intimations m:1.de to it by the representatives of France and the United · 

Kingdom) proceeded, in my delegation's opinion correctly, to accord priority 

of cohsideration to the future of the C:unerooris under · French administration 

:1nd to the report of the United N2.tions Visiting Mission to that Territory. 

It is difficult to see how this Council could have acted otherwise. 

As Administering Authority of the Terri tory.'•lIDde:r. considAr,9,ti0n, France 

has formally assured the Council 3.rid the General Assembly of its convictio~ 

that the Cruneroons 1.-'1.nder French administr8.tion is ready for ond should attain 
. - ' . . 

independer11ce on 1 January 1960, arid that on that date the relevant Trusteeship 

:tgreement ·should cea.se to be in force. 

The report.of the United Nations Visiting Mission, to whose Cho.irman and 

members my delegation would ,lish to pay a most gr::.teful tribute, amply confirm~ 

al though in the opinion of my aei.~gation no confirmation wo.s in fact necessary 
' • '• . . ' ' .: ' 

the weighty and authorit :1tive assurance of the ~\clninistering .;uthoJ'.'.ity. 

It is unnecesso.ry for me to traverse all the unanimous conclusions reached 

by 'tbe Visiting Mission, vhose sensitive, highly skilled 311~. wid.ely 

experienced w.embers were drmm from States as diverse as Haiti, India, 

New Zealand 3.Dd the United States of ,\rnerica. However, the Visiting .Mission 

has made one .highly significant recorcrnend::i.ticn, namely, that theTrustecship 

Council should propose that the General Assembly ado;pt in 1959 a resolution .. 

protl,di :og for the term·i natiG.~'l'-3?t<:s~ip_:\greemen.t.-re] ati ng to tbe _ 

Cameroons under Frsm,cb ac1.mini.stra:tinn on the attainment of independence -------
on l January 1960. 
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• . \ : > • -~ . .. ,, .. , .. 
In gen~_ral terms! the General Asse:rp.bly, , .and, in specifi_c terms, the · • 

Adminis,te:ring Authority, have unmistakably invited us to consider this propo$al . . . . . . . 
of tb.e Visiting Mi.ssiop now .at _the_. eq,rliest possible opport,unity durin·g the . . . •. . . ' · . ... .. .. 
presen~ twenty-third session. . . . . ~ . . . i· : · -. 

Moreov:E:r,. it is c;i.ear t,hat the majority, .and, I .·wcul9. hope all ·of the .·· 
. , . ~ • : .. ' .. ~. 

members of thi.s Council, concur in the Admi~istering Authori ty 1 s considered 

j_:1d~ement tna.t in ~aking :u,J?. the Vi~i ting Mis,sion I s proposal we should· do .so· in 

the confident expectation that, and with no oth\=r intEamtion than, . the General ·-. . . ., ..... . 
Assembly will be able to adopt at its forthccming resumed . session·. a reso.lution 

•. ; . ' • • : > • ~ I !. . • - . . • 

providing for the ter~i_natJon of ':I.1:f'.1Ste.es.hip . on 1 Janµary 1960. 

No~e ~f us can haye any_ <J,0.1r?t that .. in ,this_ matter tl_le Ad..'Tiinistering Autl10ri ty 

is acting not only in the .ligh,t./:>f its own .me.ture judg~pient,. but in the light 
';. 

of its cert13:in know_l~dg~ 9f. :~}:le wish.ea expressed _by the demoq-ati9ally elected 
i . ~· • • 

legislature of __ the Cam~roons and _its responsi1?le a~~ :dernocrat:Lc. execut:J:y~,.\ . It 

is not for us _ to. 8:brog!3-te, to.};l,~in;I.sh~-.to wh~ttle .,dow'n _the a_l:);. .but · :t;'ormally 
. \ . . . . . . • ., . . . . 

completed independence that the . Cameroons now enj Qys. It. Js not fpr us ·to .. 

obstruc -sh~ul~ ~PY i~ate ~h~~~e to obstruct, __ the. determination of France :to ·. 

ac~and' t~e de~~:rm~n~ ion ,o e Camero9nici.:1 peopl~ to enjoy, c:cmp let!= -
• • • • • • ' • • , f ------

i ndep enden c e in point of reality and in point of .fQrm o~ l January 1960. - • 
Austre,lia will accordingly do all in .its. po,rer to convey ,to the Cmneroonian 

peopl~ th~ a~su~a~~e - ~f - '<~hi~h • ~t this mcm;nt _th~y stan~ .most in .need, the • 
• . • ' , ' • • t .'..: • • : -. • ~ ~ • • •• •. ~- • • -· ' 

assurance that they may at the earliest possible mcment proceed to p,lan for . 
• .. ' ~ ' ' 

{;;,dependence and f~~ the ter~ination of Trust.eeship on New -Year's Day 1960.• 
'. • . ' ', . ; . • , ' • ' 

The AustrEtlian ~e1.~gatio~ will accordingly support the J;U:ii::.eiple .a~ any • 
draft . resolution desig~ed ·to enable the General ~ly at its ,resumed s_ession 

' -. ' , . . . . 
ian people and Government an assurance to this _end .. 

- ' 

'The P~ESIDENT (interp;etati~~ frcm French): 
, I _; 

I have no f µrther speakers 

on my list to speak in the general d(;!bate this afternoon . 
. · . . ' : 

: .. 

-
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(The President) 

I believe that it is my duty to dr:iw the o.ttention of the members of the 

Council to the necessity of considering our procedure. We are still engiged 

in the genern.l debate on the C3.!I!eroons under French admiv.istration, and so 

f ar no draft resolution has been submitted to the Council. Since there is 

not much time left between now and 20 Februo.ry, I believe that we should 

consider the A'::~~Ji "t:f .. !4:.....lKll:l~_,i:ng_r~,:r._::,,pidly ._. We have examined the report of 

the Visiting Mission, we have listened to the important sta~ements that ·ha~re been 

made and we are now engo.c;ed in the general discussion. I feel that all the 

members of the Council have full knowledge of the elements of the question 

before us and that a decision can be taken very soon. I should therefore like 

to ask whether any mer:ibe11 s of the Council inte:r:.d to submit a. .draft resolution 
at an early date? --------------

Mr. SEARS (United States <::f .America): My delegation is working 

with the delegation of India and others on a draft resolution which \Te feel will 

comromd a. good 6.eal of support in the Council. This draft may be completed at 

the end of this afternoon or perhaps tomorrow morning. 

The meeting rose at 3.10 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEMS 6 and 17 

QUESTION OF THE FUTURE OF THE TRUST TERRITdRIES OF THE CAMEROONS UNDER BRITISH 

ADMINISTRATION AND T"tlE CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH AIMINISTRATION: 

(a) GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 1282 (XIII) 

(continued) 

(b) REPORTS OF THE UNJ;TED NATIONS VISITING-MISSION TO TRUST TERRITORIES IN WEST 

AFRICA, 1958. (T/1426 and Add.1, 1427, 14;;54) 

General debate (continued) 

Mr. LOBANOV (U11ion of Soviet Soc,ialist Republics) (interpretation 

from Russian): The goai which occupied the thoughts and aspirations of the 

Cameroonian people for many de<:!ades. is near at hand. That .goal is in~endence. . . _,.. __ 
There is hardly any other.delegation that would :feel a greater joy than the 

delegation of the Soviet Union when we see one or the o~her Territories 

freed. from colonial oppression and_ attains· i~dependence. • We rejoice today 

because of the ~tnment-o:f' j ~ndence_ 1:>y the Camerooniau Territory. 

It is well known that the delegat,ionoftheSpvi~t Union has.consistently 

and invariably supported the quick attainment of this objective at all sessions 

of the Trusteeship Council and of the General Assembly. 

Now, on the basis of the so~_y__~~e~t and the heroic struggle 

of the Cameroonian people, attainment of independence has been placed on the 

agenda, since the Administering Authority has seen that no military forces 

could stop this demand of an entire people. It is particularly important 

not to allow any mistakes or distortions which could in one way or another 

complicate the life and the future development of this independent State. 

One aspect of particular significance at this mcment is connected with another 

most important problem which was never separated by the majority of the 

Cameroons from independence, nameiy,·the unification of the Cam~roo~s-which 

was separated by force four decades ago as ·a result of imperiaJ.istic partitions 

at the end of World War I. 
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Havinii· t1ii'i'pr6oienl: .. ~ei'o;r<? Uf3 1 we 5!8:Il~?t. ;f~i;l to ;~~pr~,s?;: q.eep regr~~- t,ha~ . 

the fut~re . of. the Cameroons i .s. be~~g: ~~~sid~~~a.· by tbe Counci,l separately ., .... fo7 each 
:··e-- . ' : ' i • . ' ~ '• • • • : · · -:· ". ;· , ·•_:~ . , . { : -- .. 1 

one of its two parts. Such an approach basically compJ,.icates . the correct . _ .... ;, ., . .; .. . .. , · .. . ,. _;:. ·.: • : . . · -·:: ' . . • :·, : 

consideration of a number of most important questions, and even involves ; 

dangers of d.{stort~on of . the pers~ecti ves ~or the·, soi~t};~-- of tpe questio~ as 
• • , . ._ • . t; . . :'. . • ! . _. ~-,· '\ : >" • ___ .~ .• - • .. • . 

a whole~ There are, ~_owe_ver, n~_!_h~r obstacl~~ which prevent the,. taking 

of a definite position at thi's m~ent on many . important. aspec~s of the problem 

becau~e : ~1e do ~othrive at our ' di~p~sal ~xhaustive ··information which may be~ome 

avail~bl~ . in . the ·~e~Y near future~· • , - The~efo~e, the del~gati~n, of . the. So'iie
0

t. Union· 

felt it n:cessary to postpone its· full '~tatem~rit until the Geneia;'Ass~mblj ' ' 

meets next , }le~k.,t and .; w~ hope ':th~t it ~ill . consider .the{ Cameroonian question in 
~ • " ·, -_ r' ; _ _ ._: ,, •• :: _ : . ; ·- . ·_· _' •. . •. ;. · · , . .• ,. • ·~ • • .• .• . . .• 

all its aspects. Nevertheless, we beli~ve it indispensable, even at this 

stage, :to mak~ --~~me ·p·i"~liminary remarks. 

The . Tru:st ··Terri to.ry of the •• C~,uef~ons . -~nd~r -~ ~an{{n:tstratio0: _at,t~i0:5: 

independence· iri conditions of ~x_trerrie in~al ·terisi~n,· for which the . • • • •• 

Admin·fsfering Auth~rity is respon~ibie. : • This sit'.uEit-fon of crisis 'is 

charact~rize·d :b'y the lack of bas·ic fre:ecl'oms, by the .piohibitiori of political 

organizations of the :people,· by the continuous ·f~p(~ions, ·as ~ result of . 

which part of the progressive pop'uiation is' either 'exii'~d or had: to go· underground 

or is in . ,iail. • The results of thtiGe repress'ions are riiassi ve movings and 
. ' . · . • . . . . . ,....---___ ~ - •. • ' 

displaceme_l}ts, and: ·manhunts whi'cJ::i a·re being conducted· by armed patrols of the 

Frencna:;;y.. Much time- has elaps'ed' since. ~n organized national moveIIi~ht ,· 

began wh:Lch put forward the slogan of unification and independence of the 

Cameroonian people . • • In· all these year~ the Administering .Authority spent 

its time struggling against this movement,always ; alleging that this si;gah .did 

not express the a spir.{i.ti·ons of the people. - Now / after many . years which ·wer~ 

spent in inhumim oppression 'dii~ected against the · VPC ~ we ·have· seeh the report 

of the Visiting Mission that all have joined the mover.ient for independence, 

which was indeed the . slogan of the UPC,·. and even · the •· Administering Authority~ 

which yesterday described it as a· slog~~- of :e.·· t./~to.~.\st~c-· grou~- : - ~-s also 
subscribed to· this·: very slogan.' ·~ ;.• 
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When that same democratic movement suggests an easy and clear Flan·to solve 

the crisis, the Administ;ring ~uthority and after it the Visit~ssion too, 

exert every effort to show that no such democratic movement -- the urc -- ex~ 
-----------~ _J,U,.J,.t;.-.......,........,::U,...._m~~~~-~ory. Despite all its unfriendly feelings for such 

Visiting Mission,. however, expre~q._t..e.rr.ibl-e-a.c.cJJ.s.ati-orrs -rn~ ---
against th~~?._~:ity, which had ~=-~n u~~ng ___ ~-~~~~~op~:'~~~d 
even :physrcaUy destroying the most progressive par! of tl~_e ~~~<2.r.1~~-1: society;--··· 

~. • . - • ------------· - ---- • • • ·- ·-
In paragr~ph 51+ o:f this report, the Vis:!.ting Mission states that the UPC -- and 

here it differs from all other national movements: 

'1 ••• possessed a strongly centralized organization and a well-defined 

programme, including in particular the independence and unification of 

the two Cameroons, and which had a wide appeal in the South." (T/1427, para.54) 

Furthermore, we find in their repnrt a detailed description ~f the horrible 
. ·-------

mea~_§-~ objective the dest~_c::_:tinn-oi'--the.::::urc.__ After the 
---------

banning of this party and of two other organizations connected with it, a whole 

arsenal of destructive means was launched against them, including military forces, 
. . • • • ~---

provocation and_ s~~der. For instance, on n:any occasions military operations were 

conduc'fed to find and eradicate the supporters of the UPC. 

What is the cost of all these efforts, It resulted in the massive rroveroent 

of the inhabitants of the~!_?.~, dis:plaeemeyt~~:1_::'.::.~~c,_r.i _<:_~~-s-~r_i-~-­

stockades '~ __ th.e. .. .Q._e_atruetion of many villages, and so r,n. All this, of ~curse, in 
... _ __..-- ~-.:..__ 

a very restricted description, is to-i:re--found in paragraphs 68, 90 and 91 of the 

Visiting Mission 1s rel)ort. Finally, the Visiting Mission states that as a result 

of the military and police measures the UPC actually no longer exists. D. other 

words, it reports the eradication ~fa popular movement which had numerous 

supporters and wbh.h put forward the slogan of ~he struggle for unification and 

independence. 

As we read the report of the Visiting Mission, the fol~owing questicn 

automatically arises: What sm.ng;th, what belief in its _c_a_:µse~ did this r_novement 

have when "" face of such heavy sufferings \Thich were ___ _ 
- - - -·-

infli~ many years by t stering Authorities upon th~usands ~f 

heroes of that movement? 
-------··· - - -·-·- -- --

.. ------------------- ·• 
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. Only a party· closely comrected-to~the::people cou·ld· s.tand. such .:press:ure. No 

matter- how .often it is asserted .. that :,this, movement-no longer exists, it is impossible 

to believe'•it-. It;lives:and it;wilL,live as long as th.e people_it·represents lives,· 

from which it draws its ptrength .. The . .measures ·of oppression and er.adication which 

were:. u:n:der:takeh by the: Administering Authority inflicted wounds on the' democratiG: . 

parties of the· Oaneroons. 'One of the heaviest sacrifices· of the UPC was the • . ,, .':' .- · 

tragic loss of the most popular and beloved leader of the people 1 Ruben- Um Nyobe, ·:·. 

Th~ V:Leiting Nission found many grounds to-direct1y· -or. 

indirectly,· -for deeds which were not actually ef..fectcd by that organization.,. bµt it.· 

iid not have- the feeling of courage and objeetivity to condemn the killing of.• :!;he·.· 

}eneral-Secreta:.7 of: the UPC, Ruben·u:n .l\Tycoe,by the Administering Authority •. , -T'Ae. 

ieath ·of this man' i$ considsi'ed as a r..:ational loss· ta the . Camerocns even by. those -;rho have taken rio part in the: 1nov.ement .. 

As regards the ·d,~struction 'of the UFO_; the Viniting Missi9n itself does not ,J 

1uite believe ·it-.,· becc'i.l.se other-~ri;:,~ how cah \ve. ·assess.the conclusion to. ·be found :;in-, 

_paragraph 111 of the report to tbe effe.ct:that: e. ~·ertein nur::ber of supporters of the­

UFC- have not given up the party I s :programme and.- .that. -cti:cy will< be abl~ ·to const;itut.e 

an active political mo\'ement .. : lJ'n~~r.-<hp.ve "not giv,etJ., u;i t':.:.e, ,programme of,. the p.a:rty. ~:~ 

T /. • t d. _,_ ' ·· b 'his programme of the UFC .. is ;ue:rng suppnr., e •• . .more, SuT.cno;..Ly now tho.n. it:.eve::r. was;, y 

the 'whole of. the Cameroonian peo.9le~··;.:In.th2se: con'd:i:t:ions:,. hovr can.- pne speak ()f an, 

eradication- of this pa::--ty anu,· if that. ·d:s ,so,.,· '.tb.Efn how is . it possible to_. soJ;ve 

questions pertaining to the future of the 'J;cr:ritory, without thqt party? Tl1is. shoulcl: 

not be allowed. 

Therei'o::-e., the very first prob.lem of the 'l'rusteeship Council and of the 

United Nations is to seek means to no::.-ma,ize cond~tions in the Territory. The first 

of those me'.".su.res is doubtless a iJroad. and unconditimial .:,;11::es,!Y• The Visiting 

Mission has brought forth many &rgum-2nts in favcur of sucn en amnesty. It clearly 

states that it h&d to listen to many petitions for amnesty, and that it had occasion 

to read demands for amnesty on all tbe streets and all the corners of the towns in 

the Southern Cameroons. The Visiting Jvlission came to the conclusion that a broad 

amnesty would be a very wise measure. 
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Naturally, an unconditional amnesty can only be appropriate because attempts 

to offer rest~ictive half-measures did not bring about any positive results and 

in fact it even makes the crisis deeper. The incomplete measures taken thus far 

have been described, however, as a broad and general amnesty, while the Visiting 

Mission describes them as an aetually restricted amnesty. It is not coincidental 

that in the course of the whole period of time that elapsed since the law of 

17 February 1958, only fifteen demands for amnesty were filed. 

The said law described as a general amnesty that which was granted by the 

authorities, despite the fact that the Administering Authority itself stated that 

this law concerned only tt-ro or perhaps three dozen persons who cculd use it 

to their benefit. The interpretatdion of the Administering Authority is a:i.ecdotii:: 

in a way. Apparently, in April 1958, · the High Commissioner-took measures tq grant 
• . ---------· ~ 

a pardon to all those who were not guilty of crimes-.; ·· ·· What is then the final result 
-------- -- -···---···------~ .. - - . -- -------

oftne'~ callecC amnesty! It i;-·ffie' -pa-r-doi1- of the in.11ocent. However} since all 

those who suffered because of the repressicns of the Administering Authori~y 

are being acci.ised of alleged crimes, the results of the amnesty emerge in the shape 

of twenty petitions for a pardon. But how indeed can one speak of a pardon of the 

innocent~ . In similar cases, it would be more appropriate to speak of ccmpensation 
~ 

f~es inflicted. It is not surprising that such an amnesty could have been 
--------

used only by twe;t~/-or-·thirty people while thousands of persons are still in jail 

and, as stated by the Visiting Mission, the crimes cf these people are described 

as efforts to reconstitute the banned party. 
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We have dealt in detail with the question of amnesty not only because it is 

the cornerstone of all.measures \aiming at ·u~;rn1ai:i.zirig ·conditions ifi'the :, • 

Terri tciry' but a.ls~ because,' of the. many te:stirno'1~ials whibh l~ad us' to. appreher1d 

that in this case·, too, \,hen the riew roru.1estY is prepar.e'd the: dld appro~ch will '.. 

not be abancioned. One of such te~ti.rrionia.ls which naturally cause"s'coricerri is 

found :i.~ /:par~graph'·153 of the Visiting Missionfs report .• Here there is a ciear 

statement t'o the effect that apparantly a pardon is again piann·ed for th~se 1-tho 

did. riot COITJ.Tli t 'any crimes, whiie others ,;-1ould be judged by independent tribunals; 

In practice~· such an amnesty would indeed mean further juclfcia:l r'epressions and, 

of c·our~e, ~,ould not lead to the purpose desil~ed by all. 

It is well known that the proclamation of the law of 17 February was 
. . ' . 

accompanied hy·judicial and.mil'ita:ry·repressions. This must not taLe plac'e 

when the 'ne:w amnesty is introduced, because. the iaw. itself must contain a 
gua~ci.ntee.agairi.st repressions~ Normalization of.the situation in the Territory 

is unthinkable un1'.ess democratic freedoms are secured -- the right 'f'reely .tb 

express political opinions, the recalling of the decrees banning parties and 

the return of political exiles and deported persons. Only after this deep 

crisis is thus overcome -- a crisis into which the Territory was thrown because 

of the' actions of the Administering Authority·-- only after the satisfaction· 

of the demands of the pro·gress·i ve. elements. t:ho desire to restore peace and. 

stability can measures he taken to pi•oinote • un:tfica tion and independence. One 

of these measures should be simultaneous elections in both Territories_for 

legislative organs which should proclaim the independent Cameroonian State n:cit 

later than l January 196o. 

Such is the.logical and clear plan which is.supported by the progressive 

organizations of the Cameroons and, we believe, by the majority of the Cameroons 

people; who indeed support the slogan of unification and independence which 

was originally proclaimed by the UPC. 

ln the statements of the Administering Authority and the report of the 

Visiting Mission, we do not see any intention or wish on the part of the 

Adn1inistering Authority to take these demands into account. The impression is 

created that, as happened. previously, they persistently do not wish to hear the 
' ' . 

voice of· reason. How indeed can on.e understand the position ta1::.en by the 

Administering Authority and also by the.Visitihg Mission in the matter of 

elections in the Terri-tory. Any possibility of conducting such elections 
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is being ruled out in the most .categorical . form on the ground tha.t the elections 

which took place on 23 December 1956 had taken place .in a normal way. It may be 

possible to allege this in some other meeting, but certainly not in the 

United Nations where the conditions under which the elections of 1956 took 

place are so well lmown. Who indeed can ignore that these elections took place 

under conditions of military repression and mass terrorism, The Visiting Mission 

itself had to note that in densely populated areas participation in the .elections 

amounted to only 20 or 30 per cent of the registered voters. In such an _,,,-- ___ .. ..:...--··· --·-·---- - .... .. ..... •·· - · ··· ··- ·-· 

important region as the Sana.ga-Maritime, the whole of the population practically 

boycotted the elections. 

One can only regret the fact th~t the Visiting Mission did ~ot find it 

possible to dea:i. more carefull,ywith such a most important matter . . Otherwise, 

it could have corrected considerably the statistics of the Administering Authority, 

in which the Mission believed so strongly that it based its most radical 

conclusions on these statistics. Tne Visi tfo.g Mission could at least have taken 

into account the well-known cases of falsification which took place in all 

electoral regions. 

Finally, how can one i gnore the fact that t}1e_~~-:=c~.took pl~-~ 

the opinion ex-pressed by the United Nations and ,,i thou~ any g9ntrol by_il-11 How, 
..._ ---·-:-:-.~--- ----- . --·· -. ·-------- --

then, can one really take , into account the categorical recommendation that 

new elections in t~e Territory should be ruled out? It would be appropriate to 

ask those ,1ho put forward such categorical decisions the following questions.: 

~hat do you intend to do about the unification of the Territory? Or are you 

ruling out that possibility as well? Is it possible that in that case, too, 

elections are to .be ruled out? Or maybe the position you have taken was based 

on a preconceived exclusion of unification? Such preconception, however, would 

not be true to reality. Doubtless there are very similar positions to it -- there 

are efforts aimed at complicating the.fulfilment of the wishes of the Cameroons 

people. 

We must not forget that in the last decade there were many cases where 

artificial sources of strife were created which :to this day are poisoning the 
-----,.----------~- -=------existence of many countries which have attained independence. Very recently, a 

well known public leader pointed to this fact, and it created a very strong 

impression indeed, Would it not be more reasonable, a:fter this ~eminder and other 
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historic experience, before taking any categorical decisions, to investigate 

the will oi· th,~ :p~6pie t6ncerried ,h th regard t6. such a· -'deci~iori?-'·' :'._ .,'-.';"' -·< 
n•~ · ,._,., •• 1 , • 

Orie cSt;: the' dei~g~tions -h~re'· raised· 'this. question:- 'How ;,1ould the- people. 

of the' Cam~i-6o'tik '&ss'es·~' ''thE! 'p•otsibilit:i' of: delaying the · e:ttainment: of : :· ., . '· :::.= 
:'! ' • .. ,.· ~ .-~ ; ·:; .,. -· · • .. • · . . , . . . . . . ~ 

independence? •·-in 61'.ir \riew; 'this quest'ion' contains· some:'. Very surprising ·elements. 
- --· 

We do not know what may be the grounds for it. Perhaps by this question:,·there ;: -:_ 

has been indf~;\:thil'·uht~~e·f~cf th~- piart: of- coiohizers ;.-' Irf that-· case·:/ : it would. J ,:: 

be best lo1 a:iI~iS{~ tKi.·s' ; plan: thr generaf :discussion:. ' , . • .. ,. 

In c~n6iGs:r;ri~;: 'the ' d~iee;a:titin' of 'the --sov:i.et: Union feels it necessary. to , 

express a warning. tJ~a~r C!~hditioni of'''lbe <t:tfiirig· national liberation movements, 

the colonizers b~g:i·zr ti:Y Jnderstand that -;mere' :force is- not sufficient and - ';: :-:: 

cG:"'nnot be re1fed on·.' 'Ther~fc,re~; they :'take··:a.ll 'nieas'ures to :.split the ;n:e;ti~nal • 

liberation rii~velnetit~', ~ilc{'""ts cr'eatEd' ·str'i'f'~':'amohg them~: We ·consisteritly -~ f±na.: ',. -

such tactics in the Carr.eroons. Orie:~:cari.)iardiy_:_doLJbt the .pfrt'l)dses· :o:f ' these ' 

manoeuvres ' artcf'\thd is :t:o: gain Lt1rr6--C1gh: them. ·_ ·He .. ·hope that tbe ,uationaLforces . ,, 
• • •, • . :,·•#/• .. • . • •• , •. 

in the C8Jrterdorti ~:tlt •·see this clearly :and wil.1 not· ,be. weal~ened qy. ~trife . _ 

among brothers.-- "< < •.c .·;.· ' ' ' ' ,. ·: 

·- .- •. -· ·· .,· .: '.' 

.... .-. 

• • • · , •, :• • ; ~ • : •... t I , .·,· . -... . 



MW/ ek T/PV. 957 
16 

Mr. YANG (China): - We are now engaged, -~s the first phase of our 

consideratior,i of' the . item before us, in .a serious discussion of' the question of 

the future of the Trust Territory of the Cameroons under French administration. 

, By General Assembly resolution 1282 (XIII) of 5 December 1958, the Council 

was requested 
II .... to examine,- as early as possible during its twenty-third session, 

the reports of the United Nations Visiting Mission of Trust Territories 

in West Africa, 1958, and to transmit the same, with its observations 

and recommendations, to the General Assembly not later than 

20 February .1959, to enable_ the A_ssembly, in consultation with the 

Administering Authorities, to take the necessary measures in connexion 

vdth the full att.ainment of, the objectives of the Trusteeshj_p System 

in the two Territories. 11 (A/PES/1282 (XIII)) 

The Council is, therefore, duty bound, by .virtue of this request, first, to 

examine the reports, and · then, after having .examined them, to transmit to jJle 

General Assembiyrrs observat· ns and recommendations on the question of the 

fut e of the two Trust Territories. But, for the present moment, our 

discussion is confined to the Cameroons under French administration. In this 

connexion may I say, perhaps parenthetically, that, having regard to the 

objectives of the Trusteeship System, it is only proper that the Council should 

follow the procedure which it is now following. 

The Council has before it the Visiting Mission's report on the Cameroons 

under French administration (T/1427 and T/1434). A statement was made on 

10 February by the Chairr:ian of' the Visiting Mission when the report woG 

formally presented to the Council. Moreover, the Council had the benefit of . 

the Administering Authority's observations on the reports when it heard a lucid 

expos~ by the representative of France on the same day. ~he Council, on its 

part, has carefully examined the report in the sense that a lively discussion 

has taken place, with many representatives posing questions to the representative 

of France and the special representatives. 

We are indeed very fortunate that, in the course of this discussion, we 

have received generous and invaluable assistance from Mr. Benjamin Gerig, 
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Chairmf!n of :the · V:ts i ti:qg ?{i.ssion., · .who has lcindly. placed. his ··rich .e:xperiehce· 'and 

inexhau~tible -,knowledge. o.f·-the Territory at :the:'disposal of the .. Co~ncil> .•'To. •, 

Hr. Gerig,• a:pq.,.tq .his three: distinguished·--colleagues, :l should ·like· to ,express:·.:: 

our deep appreciation of the excellent reports which, they.;have· submitted to :.the>· .. •• 

Counqil on the .tvro '.Trust :Territories· in West Africa. The; Council is :indeedC. ~•. 

indebted to them •. , •.·The high quality of ,·these •·reports cannot be -:fully appreciated, 

unless, ·at :the ,same· time, we also appreciate.the impartiality, the deep·sense ,of· 

responsibility and the moral courage:with which ,the four members of the·Vfsiting: -

Mission moulded into.:shape their findings,· conclusions and recommendations. ,,:- The··· 

findings are· .thorough, • the :conclusions and ,recommendations are clear-·cut and· to·· · 

the point. I am convinced that the report .-on .the· Cameroons .. under· French · 

administrati'On,. while enhancing.on .theoorie harid-the.:prestige of the United Nations 

in the :eyef;l o:r :the: Cameroonian ;people,,.will·;go .down: in .. the.:.amials .of the.United;. 

Nati:ons,'::on 'the. other ha:rtd; as a sig~_ifi~~uj;ion to facilitating the 

accession, for the first time, by a Trust Territory to national independence .. 

But, having ·.examined ·;this report,>wha:t;•is the Council going to .. do:next'l 

The answer is· simple. · ·:In· the view .Of .:my :delegation, ·,the Council can .do no., les.s 

than make its ·own. observations .and recommendations ·;in· the. light- of.· its , examination 

of the report and transmit them to the GeneraL~~~~r,tlb_l;y_:1-'o:1:, .it.s c6nsiderati-on.-. 

In the few remarlrn that will ensue, I·:propose, =in the name ·of i:my delegation, ta 

make a modest contribution to : the fulf':i:llment •. of' ·the . obligations that have been 

imposed on this C01.u1cil both :by the Charter _;and· by General,·Ass.embly. ,·-. 

reGoluticn 1282 (XIII).· · - ·• 

It gives ·me great satisfaction and pleasure. to participate, cm behalf· of..' my 

delegation, in this important--debate involving,. as.it does, the.birth ori 

1 January 1960 of a ne·w State. As members of the Co1.mcil.are·aware,. I.was, t,tice 

appointed ,a :member, of ·the Visiting Mission· to the Cameroons. . I. first.-visi.ted. 

the Ter::ritory-,.iri:.1952. '.My. second trip tool< ·place ·in 1955. •• On each ocGasion • 

I was· one o'f-. the two members ·who were able to visit areas reserved, only ·.for what 

the local authorities :·called "energetic missionersll. The Cameroons .is. indeed 

a beautiful· country and, .under French administration,. it is beautiful in ,many 

respects thanks 'to ·African vivacity, ,accentuated by an instinctive :vigqur, .coupled· 

with the French love· of nature and beauty. I ·hope__;: ,therefore, that it will_not 
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be considered as an over-statement if I say that I have deep appreciation of the 

Cameroons and its people. Nothing can give me greater satisfaction than to see 

the Cameroons under French administration evolve peacefully and progressively 

towards the goal of independence. 

Ny delegation has studied the report with great care. If we did not put many 

questions to the special representatives~ it was not because we lacked interest, 

but rather because the report had answered meticulously all the questions that we 

could possibly think of. In this connexion my deleGation was also grateful to the 

representative of Fra.'1ce for having restated all +.he issues involved and for having 

ref erred us to the relevant paragraphs in the Visiting Jlis s ion' s report for 

effective answers relating to these issues. 

Hy delegation notes with satisfaction that, under the new Statute., the 

Territory .has achieved full autonomy tn its .internai affairs since 1 January 1959. 
\ 

It is mos_:t .gratifying to note, from paragraph 134 of the Visiting Mission's report, 

that 
11 The terms of the new statute and the clarifying .provisions in its 

preamble afford no grounds .for doubt that ,the independence which the 

Cameroons will enjoy on the termination of trusteeship will be full 

and complete." (T/1427, page 65) 

The Mission's conclusion was the following: 
11 

••• the request that the Territory should .become ,independent on 

·1 January 1960, ,which :was approved in ·the Legislative Assembly of 

the Cameroons by a large majority, is also supported by the great 

majority of the population. It therefore considers that it is not 

necessary to consult the population on this subject before the 

termination of trusteeship .. " (Ibid.) 

One important issue related to the request for independence is, of course, 

that of the reprei;eptative character of the present Ler;islative A55enblv, which -initiated this request, and of the holding of new general elections under United 

Nations supervision before the termination of Trusteeship. On this issue, the 

evidence which was at the disposal of the Visiting Uission is, in the view of my 

delegation, ,conclusive. In this connexion, naturally, my delegation attaches 

the createst importance to parogrui;h 141 of the Visiting Nission's report. 
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•• :nThe Mission is='of the··opiriion '.'that on.the wh61e ~the· present ;, _ _-

!&gi sle.t :i. ve Assembly i.s te:pr~s·e·nt.at:i. ve ·'fn-'coo-racter ~-.: · '".rhere ·: a:t>e ce·rtainly :;: .. ·. 

; '-irtst'ifi'i'cierit -grml'!'!d-s'/ . iri•·;the ··:Miss'ion's vi'ew, -for ·the holding tit ·'.new: :.:· ;) 

gen~ral eleicti'dris 'under .'Urii ted Na't:i:oris s\iper.vision b'e-f6re ~ihe·· t'e£rminat:ton··· • :: 

•. 'ot ··t:ctist~.esh:tp~ : 'Furthermore;' '.it sees no· ·re'asori.'· why 'fi-esh '' eiect.i'ons to·;.· :'..,· i 

.. .• •. .. . ... . . I' . . .... ,. . • . . . • .. . · ··, . . .. . · . . . .. . ••. .... . .. . . •. . , .. • • ... . - . . . , · • • 
• • ·the Leg1:s1ative· Assembly should 'be a: :precondit.'icin ·or -t -he '' ·atta:i.tiliient' ·d· -- .' .: -' :. · 

independerice ~-- • It inu:St ·'be temernbe'reid. ·: the.t. 'it: wa's' ;-'the :pr'ese'nt i'egi'sla:ti·ve ·•· · · ,, · 

/l.sse'mn'i;{and :Gdvernment 'W'nidh de'inatlded a'.nd .:nbta:ln'ed from'· France the ,:····:, 

cdinin'i fment' ·to •• grarit inde~erideri'c~ _:·on :;1, '.:ranuary 1~60 /:' It•''Wou:ld· :be · ir'r,'nic 

if their representative character·· \.iere' to ·be \~aileid ,"in '·questidn. 11
·, _; : •·· • 

(T/i427/ para:· 1.41.Y ·,: ·; •• ; .. _: __ -,,:, -: ·: , .. . : .· :.' . . ·.:· :: . ';i. ,'. :-:, : : 

·}feverthele:ss/ thi Mis·rii~li : l'.ii.acfe' t\:r~- irriportarit ''s'uggestions: : 'one re'lat-irig :to 
the holding of by-elections in the four districts where dist'urbai:foe•s had.' • • ;· -· 

,...__ " 
occurred, and the other relating to the adoptinn of a pnli~y of conciliation. 

My del~gat'ioh is thetefore 1giaa• to' ·kno"1 that the • Ca.mer6ons ;_Gbvernmeri:t has given 

• an<~fosura'.nce· ·that· the by-elecfions ·w:fa_i: 'be:' hel& _;b'ef'ore•:the :a:£ta{ni:nen€ ·c:t ' -' •• , 

indepencieilce: and that ·f;urther °iib~ra.1.''.i:nEi~iu~es·· :_,;/ ;including broad. amnesty ,· •• 

measures :,__ -will .SO()U ;be 'instit\.1tP-11i and.' implerri~nt~a'.~-·' >' ; •• : • : ·: :: · 

~he circuin-stances:,' I ·eri{bS:ppY 1td ' sa.y'. that ·:r ba.ve'' "been autbo!':tz~d by the . 

lea.de~ ·of my detegation, . Mr.' .Tiilgfu· F~ 'Ts:l:ang;· to 'state -that my ·aelegat'ion· will . 

wh6lehe~rtediy 'support . the Vis•itirtg Mis s'i'cn I s :conciusions and -recommendations ;on •: 

the q_uestiori, ·of'. the · r'uture of the Trust .·Terri t0ry ·o:r the Cainerciohs' under Frerich ·' ·' 

admi.n.istratioh; -and iri ' i:art-iculai .. the' recommendation·· in fare.graph 'l72'•that the 

Trusteeship 'Cotincil ···should' propose t:o the Genera.1.' AsseinblY ·tha.t ·J.t 'Eh10ti1cl' 11a'dopt· ' 

a resolution' providing for the termiiia.t{on 'of the· T~ustee'shj~ ·Agr'eernen±<reJ-~·tiz:i'g • 

to the Cameroobs " 6n its a.ttaipmen+, Of JiJdei:endeuce ·,,':r5 l 'J 'ehuaiy 19t)c)'~:. ':· :' :: .. ·: 

!··:rfr tfri.s · Council;; we have· 'often· heard that 'go0d: ·gove:rriinent; is :no · stibstitut'e •• 

for self-government: and . 'thai a target dat~ ··should be -fixed fo~ se1f;.;governnient .·. : • :. 

er independence~-- Bu:t' here \.le have the. 'caimei:!6ons imder Frencfr··adm1h:t'strat:i:oh, '· ' 

wrkch ·has· already a.ch'iev~a_: -'self-governm;;nt andi.- iS' now requesting ·ir.dkp'endence.-'· •• , • 

Are we going to• .. 1~eJect . that request? ' '··, ·, 1 
.. ; • •• '· .: 

, ... ·' 
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So far as my delegation is concerned, we are pre:r;ared 1to vote for an~ 

draft resolution designed to give our. blessings to the acces.si(ln by the Cameroons 

under French administration to national independence on l Ja;uary 1960. 
- ·-·~ • • 

• • -Befol.·e concluding, I should like to congratulate France for the excellent 

work it has done to preJ:are the Trust Territ;ry f0r full i~ependence • . This work 

has been done, if. I may say so, in the best traditi,.,ns of F:cance. I should also 

like to. congratulate the people of the Cameroons. and their leaders for what they 

have achieved under the guidance of France and for the fact that, by 

l January 1960, the Cameroonswill be an independent and sovereign State. 1'/iy 

delegation is prepared, a_t the appropriate time in 1960., t("I welcome the new 

State of the Carnerrrms to the United Nations. 

Finally, I shNlld like to thank Mr. Pinf'\n and Mr. Betayene for the kindness 

and ability with which they have assisted .the .Conncil .in its consideration· nf 

the item now before it. 

Miss. TENZEE (Bel~nterpretati~n frcm French): Certainly, it is 

not very often that the Trusteeship Council has before it a problem so .clear and 

so easy to solye as that which. it has been considering during the past few 

days under a resolution adopted last December by the General Assembly. rhan~s 

to the excellent report whi.ch has been submitted to us by the Visiting Mission on 

the Ca.~eroons under French administration ~nd which clearly answers the various 
• ' ' 

questions that we might still wished to have put,. it will b.e easy for the. Council 

to_ adopt recommendations for .the consideration of the General Assembly . 

. Everyone in the Cameroons .is getting ready to celebrate, on l January 1960, -the Territory's accession to independence: the final aim of the Trusteeship 
. . . . . ·. . 

System. T,his choice by .the .Legislative Assembly of the Cameroons -- a 

democratically elected ass.embly -- is, according to the Visiting Mission, 

actively supported by the great majority of tl:le population. The Statute which 

entered into force on 1 January ~959 laid the g~oundwork for independence and 

can .leave no doubt as to the total independence which will b~ enjoyed in the 

Cameraons at the termination of trusteeship. The Territory's _economic and social 

development, the way in which the Legislative Assembly and Government of the 

Cameroons are exercising the powers transferred to them, guarantee that the 

Cameroonians are capable of assuming the responsibility of independence. 
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Certll.inl:r, no Member of the United Nations. which knows the worth of that 

Government would wish to assume the responsibilities of disappointing the 

Cameroonian people by delaying, even for one day, this long-awaited event. After -----some hard blows, the Territory now finally has achieved peace -- and this state 

of affairs will be even further strengthened by the broad amnesty measures which 

the Legislative Assembly will soon adopt. 

Furthermore, we have just learned that the Government of Mr. Ahidjo 

contemplates holding by-elections in Sanaga-Maritime. Thus, we already have an 

affirmative reply to the two suggestions made by the Visiting Mission. 

What more could one wish, and what obstacle could one validly place in the 

way of the termination of trusteeship? It was not without a thorough study of the 

situation that the members of the Visiting Mission -- in whom the Trusteeship 

Council ~uite rightly placed all its confidence -- arrived at the conclusion that 

the Trustees~g:!.9eunents sl:trl'ti!"d be terminated_....hen the Cameroons acceded to 

independence, on 1 January 1960. The Belgian delegation supports that conclusion 

without any reservations. 

'I·he FRESIDENT ( interpretation from French): It appears that no one else 

wishes to speak this morning. That seems also to be the case for this afternoon, 

and the afternoon meeting must therefore be cancelled. The Council will meet 

twice on Monday: at 10.30 a.m. and at 2.30 p.m. 

The meeting rose at 12 noon. 
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IVAN I. LOBANOV (USSR), the first speaker today, said the objectiye::;CP~-cJllcl~"". 

:tiend._.ence - 7 . for, wl;l.ic;b Cam:e~ool:}:i.ans .hag, str.ugglecl . .. ~ ,was_ .,now -cl,ase .. to _realization. 

·:· i#i .:~~~7ga~i~~ ~ei~:-. ~~/1u~ ;:_,j~_:;;:~P·~-~-??i~e. ·~.:;;}~.,;r .t~;~ito~~ ::i:?~~~ or _-~~~io~i.~°' _. ,.~:. 
rule . . . T}?.e USSR, h~. sc:_::.,1, . af,4 con$1.i,rte_ntly,,supported the•-g:--;.:Lclt att.ainmeut ~,f, · ,., , 

::•:'" '.J~ :·: ·:. '_; __ • .. . _\ . · , , ..... • .· ·,,i' :.,,. • ; ! .~ ...... . • •• - . :·. ~1 • . · ---. ·-· • ; • . • • . • ·· . • - · · . • , ..... • • • • • · • -- "· 

indf p~gden~~ AY. ~~P,~.nt!~t P~'.?~~~~ t , :::: ; : .. •i , . . ; ., , •• , , ., , , • ,., : c ; 
In the Cameroons, be said, the adminis:t.ering authqr.ity .has seen .. trurt ,nC), ... , , 

.• ; • ·• .. , ,; • • • • ,' ,. . ••· ,' • . . .- •. .... • • : , •' • • • I • \ - ,., -' ~, • ' 

mil_~i;Eiry for_ce co:qiq. _f> t9p __ t}1e. AE.!m._3P9,,S: pt' .. e ... vlh~le , p9,ople~: -.. · . • .. ,. .. ._ . , ; .-: : . _ ·. .. .. , ': 
f , . '.',. , ,t .,I · ,: ,: ._ • . ··: _' • • • • • .; ,,• : ,. ; •· •. ~ : I a:: : , ~ ,, ,., . -••• _-. '., . , . •; · • · ' , , ·' ·•• -· , , ., • ,· • ,:. ,. •· I - ; • •" • , •• , • • ·'' •• • •~ 

,.·:~: .,('E ,P,~~;ti_7~r1 .,~:~fl~:fJ.9p-~.c~;~ay1_,JJfCi1•?,tt/ ·: R-~ .. ?~R\l~~:~,}9,, ?!!-J_.6 ·:'ll?'?:t.~~ .. p];'pb~e~ • ,·.,·, , 
which the Cameroonian :;)c:Op11~ ~!=l~-.p.::>y_~r. :~;:~.:~;:t.~d.._se;:~:::-,:;.-,,cJy __ ip, 1?t~ir1 .~t,r.uggl~.-•'!or . , ... . .. ; .- . ·• . .. •' ' . . ~. .· ... ' ' ,., . . . . . . ' . .. . .. ,.,. ,·. . , " . . , ... . • •• . . - . . 

indel),enc'l,ence. Th~~,. µe .~§JA, _ \.IBS. :tpe -~·1-:sticn o_t:, rqunifyi;::tg -;~~~,. two...q_~~e+o_9_ns 
.,, ·.) ,, , • I ! -, • . . ,; • . • .

0
; • J ' . ~ • . • . • I . ' ·-, , • , '• • •• -. • • • • • • • • • • • • • ., ••· ' 

v1hi,~p .v1,ere f<?~cibly, -~e:p~;-_et,e_d .t;f~'t_~J,' .. ~orl~.J>la.;t;. +~; ! , .•• : :'.·c~- /· ) i.' ·.u ,r :;s ::· ,-_ .:t· . .. , 
' ~ .. ' -~ . J. •• . . . . • . • • • ' . , • ·.: • • ; -.. ... • • • • • ••.• • • • • • · ••• • '. ' . • • • 

, ~. L0fy\N0Y. reg,reyt~_cl_ tha_~. ~he, -Cpµn~:l.l yas qon.s,:i.der-i~g .tb:e .. , Ca~~l'.001)._13 ,question 

.. JR ~~P~~~t~ ~a;t·s. _· ~~'.;~ : .i,n :~-P~;~a,c~·, .. ~e ···E;;~~, ~":11P}ica_t~e. -th~-. •:~:~;.?:·~~;:•: -~:~~sider~ -

ti~f-:Pf the qucstion,t\S_Jl ,~r.,_91~ •• :··· "' .. -.-.--. :· .. . ·. :: . ,/ : .: .-·,:,: ,.>'.' :·.,i ;c· 

. . •,i. rp.ere were ~l.~<::>,. he_ ~a.f.d, ,. l:1tuILt,1rou~ ot~~r, ops~cles :W·?~c:~. H··ay-e~t~9-: .. ifhe:r~akipg 

of a · d~rinite ._decis:l,_o~ .r.iow~ , . Inf?rm3~';i.on, .C>n ~heae ~a~t~I;~,- , nQ1" ._.1.a~}tf~g, ~~_gp:t,, -°qel .. •• 
• •• • ' -•,.• , '.• • t • ' • • w< •. • •• • ,, , .· -. • •• • • • • •••• • • • \· •• • • " ' • • 

available in the future, he _!3,a.~4? , .-: .. ,· :i ;- .. '.·· . • o· .,, _. ,::' , :;, ',.· v : •_. • · -.· ::,, .. -

The JJSSR, .,Ml:-.... LQ:aA-NQY ,.w~nt . c;m ;.• _. fel.,t .\µat- •. in_ ;t'ne.!3? , c:t::•.~·,:w,stt.~~iGes, ,;Lt_ was,·,: 
• , · . • . • • • . . . .. •.• • . . . : . • • . . .... ~ • ·-· ' . • • •.· 't . •• • • - - •. • -• " - ··~ . •• • • • , • ~ ... 

neces~ary .to. pos~por.e .. a :f'ulL -stati:·i'.neµt: on t@.: .quest:_Lon·. U!;\t::.;!.. ._thc ... ~ecC?~-•'f;ping, of_ ., . 
. . ,.. .. ._. . . ' ' _, i. ' ),. . .. . ; : : . •. . . .. ' .. .~ . ~ .• . ' . . . . . . . • . ' .. ' . . . ' ,.. . ' '· • . . . •. . -. . • • . 

the General.As.sembly .. in -a .. we.ek .1s -time. ,· ffe,._hoped, .tbat. the,.J\s.sez.n'bly:.wo'41.~- c:_on,s~d~r 
• •. , , , • '•· ·• , t , . •, ·,. i • •• .; • • • ,• , . . • , .' , ~ ~-•.. • · ,1 I . , ·, , . , , , , . .• j • ., _' ' • • ,; ,: , , . , • I ,' \ I , • ., ,• •., ✓ • , • ,. • I .. • ,. , • 

the question in all its ~Sl?._ects;• ·;.•, :,,-,'.· >.- ·: .;,'--·;. -;:: :·•;:; :~,:•;{;' '.-·, :: c' i .:_::: ·· •; •. •.· :· ,(.-;')'; •~:., . . 

.. ,.~?ri .,1~~:ie !)r~se!l~, . ,Jip:weyer1,.. ,:,;1~, S{lig,1 , .. it \.w;a_s:.}:.~c,~~~~r;y.:,,:f.~?,h.J-~ ; a.~;,..e.g~~~0ll/~0 

mak~-- s9,m:e, prelimi,nary. .;r~~z:k~ •. ,,f;irst,'. .. he,,~et:erred,. to . .-wh~,t,.P.~·-:tep.ed :t~~, -~e~?'.~ 
' .\ " ... ~ • . . • .. . .... , .~ • • • ! .. ' ' , • ·• ' . . .• • ••.. ; . • . . • • • -• . , - ""' . .... ,. • ... . '· • • • ·• ••• ◄• ··•. • ' • • • . • ' . • • ~ • • ., 

inteJn~l,~Fe;i!i.~~F ~ft~ ,~t~ ~t~F'i,to;r:;r,. ! ;_fp~'. ?lq_ic~--· )le_ :.a, ~s~r~~~~ :the.--~ dp;:p.ip;t~~\1.JlfJ:1 '5-:i :·,:: <' 

authority was responsible~ 
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There was a lack 'Of basic freedoms · in :the ;:Ca'meroons, he said. Because of the 
. • • ~ . . ' . . J, . 

prohibition of politica1 parties, a part of the ,population had been exiled, had 

• been forced to go underground, or had been jailed, be stated. "Mas~ive manhunts" 

by milita:ry patrols also were still continuing. 

Much time had elapsed· since the nnational movelll:e,n~" began, Mr. LOBANOV con­

tinued. During all these y~~rs, tJ;e admiri:i.~t'erihg-authority had fought against 

the movement, he said.. The administering authority always meintoined that the . 

slogan · or ''tbe 'ttn:lo:n de,s POJ;,l}:~-Eiti.£_nS du c~~~J calling for freed~~m and indepen­

dence, 'did. not rc:presea:t. the wi_ll of the population, he sdded.. Ho,,ever1 according 

to the ·i.iTs':tting mission, this slogan had ·now been edq>ted by all sections of the 

population. 

' E:owe•ier, the admfrdsterlng authority_, as well as the United Nations, he said, 

had tried to show that; the TJ3?C moveI:1ent no longer existed :!n the te::rri to~cy. Despite 
•· . . . • 

the "unfriendly feeljngs II ag1:1,1nst tile UPC .1 he er113d, t!le visi".,::.t.,ng m:tssiotl I s report 
' ' 

did describe th'3 "hor:ri.ble me.:.m.t't'es" used to eradicate and destroy the· movement 

by military forces, provocotton and slander. 

• The · visiting miss:ton 1s :·~r,-:>:r.t. itself.~ the . Soviet representative said, stated 

that, as a result of t!le mil:ttary measures taken by the administer~.ng authority, 

the UPC niove"llent had ceased to be an effeeti·1e force. 

No ·matter how Often it w2s asaerted that the movement had entled, be said, 

he found it hard to believe as long as the people still suppr.,rted that movement. 

The visiting miss:!.on's report 7 Mr. ,LOEANOV added, described the high cost 

o'f' the reppression of the movement, which included the loss of the "beloved leader" 

of the · UPC; Ruben Un Nye be. The mission,. he said, found grounds to co::1ii.er.m the 

lJPC 'f'or deeds fer which it should not be held responsible. However, the mis~ion 

lackecl ·the · '1<::otii:-age or 'objectivityu to condetnn the death of Mr. Un Nyobe, an 

event ·considered by all as a "national loss," he said. 

Mr~ LOEANOV declared that the UPC movement· was now being supported more 

strongly than ever by the whole ot the popuJ.ation. Therefore, how could it be 

said that the movement had.been erad~cated1 And bow could the future o'f' the 

Cameroons be settled without the participation of the UPC1 

Measures to normalize the sit1:1,a.tion w_erE? needed, he stated. The · visiting 

mission noted.·that demands for a broad am~esty were heard from every , section in 
the · territory, ·and it believed that .th.e adoption oi' such a measure would be a wise 

step. 

• (END OF TAKE l) 
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Continuing, Mr. LOBANOV (USSR) declared that what the territory needed was an 

unconditional amnesty, not a. restricted amnesty. Only about 15 to 20 perflons 

had applied u_nder the 1958 amnesty lc.w, he said, while thousands o:r people were 

still in jail. 

A broad., unconditional amnesty, he said, was the cornerstone of a.ll measures 

for normalizi~g the situation in the Cameroons. 

Mr~ LOBANOV stated that a decision on the future of the Cameroons could be 

made only after the "crisis" in the C-"Jlllerocns, resulting from the action o:f the ­

administering authority, had been resolved and satisfaction had been given to the 

"progressive elemP-nts.n which he said stood for peace and freedom. 

The USSR, be went on, supported the d~:n.:md for the holding of simultsneous 

elections in both Came!'oons, a step advocated by the'progresBi·;,e elements" which 

he believed was supported by tll Cameroonians. 

The administering e,)1thority, however, he se.id, had percistentJ.y refus0d to 

hear the "voice of reason.." The elections held in the French Cameroons in 1956 

took place in an atrnos;-here of "military repression,'.' V-.r. LOB.~OV stated. Only 20 

to 30 per cent of the registered voters took part, he S'J.id, while :practically the 

whole :population of the Sanaga-Maritime region boycotted the elections. 

The USSR, he declared, felt it necessary to issue a warning that, .und~r the 

present conditions of the rising liberation movement, the use of force would not 

suffice to keep down this movement. The administ,~ring _authority, he charged, had 

sought to split national movements and to create dissension among them. This, he 

said, was the situation in the Cameroons. He asked what could be the real motive 

behind this effort. 

(more) 
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HSI-KUN YANG (China), the next speaker;' .sai'.d;tl:ie ·Coun'cil was duty-bound under 

the General Assembly~ s resolution ·to"''examine<tl1e 1)v{siting '-missiori I~ •reports ·and to 

transmit its observations ·and recommendations on the future of _t_h~ t•..to trust te_r~ •• _ 
• • ·- : -~✓- ·_ .... 

: • ' • •• f • , . -•· ' • - . · .-: · ·~ '...: • • : •.· ___ _. .•. · 

rit6ries. 
• - - ~ . • • · ·• ' ·_· __ '! ; 

He praised the reports on the. twci··tefrttofies; • statin/;" that t~e Visiting mis-

sion I s conclusions and recommendations_ were c_lear~cut a~d "tio tb,7 po~nt •,; T~nin.:g :t() _. .. : 

the French Ceme~oo~s; h~ said t 'h:ts . report· w~~ \i·. signir°icant' contrib~ti~l1 i~ f'._~cili~ ••• 

tating th!=! accessibn of th~ ferrit·o~y t; . inde.pe'nde~ce .. . The ~ou~-ci~, 'h~. ·;~it~f~ted,. 

could do no les~ 'tluin'· ·to tr~~lsmit' ':i'.t~ ;_r~c6~enJ~~ions" to t 'he '~ssernbly in this•. re-. • 

gard. 

Mr. YANG .':f8fnted 6tii that he baa.· twi;/b~en a member of earlier visiting, 

missions to the Cameroons, and that nothing gave him mo~e. pl~~~ure t~~n t _~ r=,ee _. the . 
• .. ·:• .:• •' , ( i ;:· _, ' ..... , .. ··· . '":' ', .'.· ··1·~ :- .~.\,: :·. ' ! -~-- ·· •• : . :: ·: • . •• •_- • :·_ : •• _.;:., -. .- . '. · • , .•;,' 

territory peacefti.lly and pr6gres s i vely rea eh the goal of ind e;t:iende;nc~ . .. . : . 
: .' I " , . •· 1 i ' , •• ' • 

Stressing · c~~ta:in ' ~6nclu;i.6ris i; the . report~ the. repres~n~ative _ of ·chi11a n.9ted ... 
11 with satisfactio~1i tl{~t; ri;_d~r the. ne;· ~taiut~, th/~-~~nc~ Ca~e;ooµ; ~~P..:b~!~n ~~v~n . 

full autonomy and that the peop.l~ h~d th~ c~pacity t~ as~~e the. re~p~nsibiliti~s of 
independence ( p~f ~gtaph·. i34 6f Do~; T /142,7) . • • , • • • • • • ', ,, • • • • • • • '· • 

Important iss;e~ ;eI;ting to i~d~-pende~~e • conce;~~~- ~h~ ,;~presentati:~: cr:iaraq-. 
. '.· .. ,• -~ .- ' ,:, • '. ; . ,. ' ·:·/ .'· .: • ,: . ~· • ~, .. - . • . . 

: ,. · ' 

ter of the present Legislative Assembly and the question of holding electto1:1s .under 

UN supervision b;fcire :i~~ t -~;minat{o~ ·of .trust~~ship' ?-1; l YANG re~aG:ed. ;~~ :, .. ·. i- . . 

visiting mission recor.imendations ~n ·these· _matters ··were 11 conclusive, '.' ,_he f~l-t;. 

Mr. YANG -~~~t· 'on t'ctexpre~~ sat,isfactio~ ~~~r-.the statements by the CaIJ?eroonia1:1 
. . :· . • .;. ~ 

government that', b~fore the time of • indepe~dence, by-elections. would "pe held i~ the , 
.· ':. . ., .· . ' . ·. . . . . , . ! ._ , .... . • . ~ ,. ,• ·, • 

region where disturbances. had 6ccurr~d and that further i•broad" amnesty rnea_sll:1 es 

would be instituted. · 

His, delegatioil,·, he· -said, would. 11-wholeheartedly" 's'upport the visiting mission Is 
·..; 

conclusions and-·recommendations . on the future of .the . Frerich Cameroons. 
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There had been many comments in the Trusteeship Council in the past to the 

effect that good government was no subs:titute for self-•g::>verru::&nt ar.d that target , 

dates were not the same as the granting of independence, Mr. YANG (China) continued. 

In the case of the French Cameroons, where self••governrnent was a fact _ and where the 

people requested :!.ndepe;.1dence, was the Council going to reject this request? he asked. 

Chine.., he said, was ready to vote for any resolution wh,ich would give a "bless-

ing" to the territory's achievemeut of independence on 1 January. 

France -for its "exc~llent work" ar~d also the people and leaders of 

their part in the birth of a new st.ate. At the appropriate time 

delegation would be ready to ~.elco!:l~ the new state · in~o the UN. 

He congratulated 

the t&rritory for 

in 1960, his 

Miss M.t1RI1HE TENZER (Belgium), the last speaker today, said that the Council did 

not often have a case where a decision was so easy as in this one. 

The Legislative Assembly had been democratically elected and was fuJ.ly sup­

ported by the CamE:roonian people, she said. Furthermore, the "autonomous" statute 

now in. force made it "v"',ry clear" that th~ Cameroons would achieve complete inde­

pendence at the end of the trusteeship regime. There were guarante;s that the 

Cameroons would be able to asst:me the responsibi:t.tties of independ,?!1ce, she stated. 

No UN member, she felt, would like to shoulder the responsibility fo:: disap­

pointing the Cameroonian people by "trying to delay even for one day this longed-for 

independence." 

The p:::-esent Cameroonian g,::,vernrnent had given assurances with regard to measures 

for broad amnesty and the holding of partial elections, Miss TENZER continued. 

These were given in reply to the visiting mission's conclusions. "What more could 

you want'1" she asked. 

Indeed, she ad~ed, the visiting mission had placed "all its trust" in the 

fulfillment of the requirements for independence. Belgium fully supported this . 

conclusion, she stated. 

Since no further speakers were inscribed to speak today, the Council President, 

MAX H. DORSINVILLE (Haiti), cancelled the scheduled afternoon meeting. The general 

debate on the French Cameroons will be resumed at 10:30 a.m. Monday, 16 February. 

(END OF TAKE 3 AND PRESS RELEA....°S TR/1466) 




