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TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE UNITED WATIONS VISITING MISSION TO TRUST TERRITORIES '
IN WEST. AF.BICA 1958 (T/1.388, .T/L.889) . (continued) .

The PRESIDENT invited the Council to continue its study of the Ttalian
draft resolution (T/L.888) and the amendment to it sutmitted by France, Guatemala,
Eaiti end India (T/L.889). Fe drew attention to an error in punctuation in +the
French text of the amendment. ¥oeBegt BNe s

Mr. VITELLI (Italy) ccngratulated the sponsors of the amendment for
heving reached a compromise solution. The Ttalian delegation had no objection to
the amendment being included -in-its draft resolution. : g N

Mr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed that the
following words shbuld be added to ihe amendment: "Ahd recommends the Visiting

Mission to t ccount of the stuteménts made by the petitioners to. the Fourth

Committee of the General ﬁ.,sem'blv ’.

Sir And.rew COI]}T\I (U‘ni'l:ed Kingdom) ccnsidered 'I:he ‘sentence proposed by
the Soviet Union representatwe to be unnecessary, sin"e o-:arative paragraph 2 of
Trusteeship Council resolution 1907 (XXII), which laid down the twms of
referénce of ‘the 'Visiting Mission,directed the Mission to give attention to
- jsgues raiged in hearlngs in the General Assembly of petitioners from the

Territories. :
The United ingdom delegation would consequently oppcun the zdoption of the

USSR amendmen't..
M. LOBAIIOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Eppubllcg) poidted out that the

Trusteeship Counc::l had refused to hear the petitic»ne;s, it was for that reason
that the attention of the Visiting Mission should ‘be drevn to the statements they

had n:ade ‘before the Fourth Committee. s
Sir And irew_COREN (United Kinzdom) held that resciution 1907 (XXII)

contained su;flclently specific m:tructlons in ‘that coxmex"on.

_ Mr, MUFTI (United Ardb Repu‘blic} a;;:eed that the amendzent proposed by

the USSR might appear superfluous.. . In view of the fact, howevw, that the

' Council had refused ear. the petitioner e ought it desirable to draw the

attention of the Visiting Mission more explicitly to the stetements they had

——

nmade before the Fourth Committee. P
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(Mr., Mufti, United Arab Republic)

The delegation of the United Arab'hepublic would therefore vote in favour
of the USSR amendment.

Mr, RASGOTRA (India) pointed out that the members of the Visiting
Mission had been unable to hear the statements the petitioners had made af the
present session of the General Assembly. He suggested that the words "during
the thirteenth session" should be added to the Soviet amendment. '

In reply to a quesﬁion from Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom), the
PRESIDENT said that the records of the Fourth Committee were transmitted
regularly to the members of the Visiting Mission.

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom) said there was accordingly nothing

to warrant the introduction of a special reference to the petitioners to whom
the Fourth Committee had granted a hearing at the thirteenth session of the
General Assembly. Paragraph 2 of resolution 1907 (XXII) was equally applicable
to the present session and the ViSiting Mission would have the statements made

by the petitioﬁeré' at its disposal. -

Mr. LOBANOV (Union of Sovief Sbcialist Republics) agreed that the
amendment he had proposed should be rade mofe-specific, in éccprdance with the
suggestion wrade by the representative of india. He expressed'su{pgigg_thatlthe
representative of the United Kingdom s%Egéﬁﬁgpienx_szjggﬁffgtementgmgf the
petitioners at the thirteenth session being explicitly mentioned in the
resolution although he agreed that the Visltlng Mission should take them 1nto
account. Furthermore it was not certain that all the working material of the

Fourth Committee would be transmitted to the Visltlng Mission in time,

Mr. ELMONDS (New Zealand) considered that the Soviet Union amendment

tended to give undue importance to the statements made by etitioners to the
__.-—-'-'-____-_—-'-_-_._-{ -~
thirteenth session of tne General Assembly, Furthermore the draft resolution

concerned only the terms of reference of the Visiting Mission in so far as the
Cemeroons under French administration was concerned. The petitioners had,
however, spoken about the Cameroons under British administration too. Even
assuming that there was some advantage in including the sentence, it would be

better placed in operative paragraph 2 of resolution 1907 (XXII).

/..‘
e
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Mr. KCSCZIUSKO-MORIZET (France) supported the views expressed by the
representatives of the United Kingdom and New Zealand.

The PRESIDENT put the USSR amendment, as modified by the Indian
delegation's suggestion, to the vote. , ; _ )
The USSR smendment was rejected by 7 votes to b, with 2 abstentions.

‘Mr. MUFTI (United Arab Republic), speaking on a poiné of order, said that
he thought it would be in the interest of all the members of the: Council to adopt
a unanirous resolution. He therefore suggested that the New Zealand
represeptatlve's proposal that the Soviet Uhion amendment might be incorporated in
Paragraph 2 of Trusteeship Council resolutiou 190? (XXII) should be taken up. ’

Mr. EDMONDS (New Zealand) said that he had made no formal proposal:to
that effect. - :

The PRESIDENT put the Italien draft resolution (T/L.888), with the

arendment appearing in document T/L.889, to the vote.
The draft resolution, as amenaéd, was adopted by 13 votes to none, with

1l 2bstention.

Mr. SMOLDEREN (Belgium) said that his delegation had voted in favour of
the draft resolution because it responded to a specific request made by France.
1t was the concern of the Administering Authority to determine the best means for
achieving the objectives of the Trusteeship System.

Mr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that he had voted
in favour of the draft resolution as a result of the explanations which had been
given to the Council to the effect that the statements made by the petitioners
‘before the Fourth Committee would be transmitted to the Visiting Mission in t?me,
in accordance with operative paragraph 2 of Trusteeship Council
resolution 1907 (XXII).

Mr. KOSCZIUSKO-MORIZET (France) thapked the representative of Italy and

the sponsors of the amendment (T/L.889), whose co-operation had rade it possible

for the Council to adopt a resolution that tock ianto account the wishes of the

Legislative Asseubly of the Cameroons.

o
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}r. ROSGOTRA (India) asked when the texts of the stateménts made by
petitioners to the Fourth Committee would be sent to the Visiting Mission.

The PRESIDENT replied that according to information provided by the
Secretariat the texts had already been dispatched.

——————— e

Mr. MUFTI (United Arab Republic) said that his delegation had
ebstained from voting on the draft'resolution because it had previously

abstained from voting on the agenda of the ninth special session of the Council.

Mr. McGREGOR (United States of Amgrica) thought +that the adopticn
of the resolution augured well for the success of the Visiting Mission.

CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

The PRESIDENT said that the Council had completed the agenda of

the special session. The session was therefore closed.

The meeting rose at 10.45 a.m.
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TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL DECIDES TO GIVE ADDITIONAL
INSTRUCTIONS TO VISITING MISSION IN WEST AFRICA

The Trusteeship Council this morning decided to give an additicnal assignment
to its visiting mission now in west Africé. _ - |

It adopted a resclution requesting fhe four-man visiting mission "to set
forth its views on the procedure for organizing the consultations which will
ensble the people of the Cameroons under French administration to express, at the
appropriate time, their wishes concerning their future, and concerning the ter-
mination of trusteeship upon the attainment of full national independence in
1960." .
As adopted by a vote of 13 in favor, none against, with 1 abstention (United
Arab Republic), the resolution embodies & proposal by Italy (Doc. T/L.888) and an
amendment submitted by France, Guatemala, Haiti end India (Doc. T/L.889) which
was accepted by Italy this morning.

The Council rejected an emendment of the USSR, with an Indian sub-amendment,
which would have added a recommendation that the visiting mission "take into
account the statements made by the petitioners in the Fourth (Tursteeship)
Committee during the thirteenth session" of the General Assembly.

The vote on this proposal was 4 in favor (Burma, India, United Arab Republic,
USSR), 7 egainst (Austrelia, Belgium, France, Italy, New Zealand, United Kingdom,
United States), with 2 abstentions (Juatemala, Haiti). China did not vote.

The visiting mission, which left New York on 18 October, is now in the
British Cameroons and is due to arrive in the French Cameroons on 14 November.

It is one of a series which the Trusteeship Council sends out periodically
to study and report on the progress being made toward achievement of the trustee-
ship system objectives of promoting the political, economic, socizl and educa-
tional advancement of trust territories and their progressive advancement toward
self-government or independence.

The current mission, under terms of reference adopted by the Trusteeship

(more)
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Council on 28IJuly 1958, was authorized specificaliy to report on such progress;
to give attention to issues raised in connection with annual reports of the
administering authorities concerned (France and the United Kingdom), in petitions
received by the Trusteeship Council, in hearings in the General Assembly of
petitioners from the two territories, in reports of previous visiting missions to
those territories, and in observations of the administering authorities on those
reports; and to receive petitiohs and investigate, on the spot, those waich it
felt warranted special attention.

At thet time, the mission was also asked, 'in regard to the British Cameroons,
to report on the method of consultation that should be adopted when the “ime
comes for the people of that trust territory to express their wishes cuucerning
their future. '

Yesterday the Council met for its ninth special session to consider a French
request for the issuance of additional instructions relating to the French
Cameroons.

The additional instructlions were necessary, the Council was informed
yesterday by Jacques Koscziusko~Morizet (France),because of events in the French
Cemeroons which occurred since the original terms of reference were adopted. On
Eh'0ctober, he said, the Cameroonian Legislative Assembly proclaimed “oe will of
the people that the state of the Cameroons should attain full national inde~ -
pendence on 1 January 1960 and requested France to propose to the current UN i
General Asscmbly the termination of the trusteeship simultaneously with the
attainm~nt of independence. :

An Italian proposal for additional instructions was before the Council
yesterday, and the four-nation amendment was worked nut after a number of sug-
gestions were made in the meeting. '

This morning, I.I. Lobanov (USSR) siggested the additional recommendation
that the visiting mission take into account stetements made by petitioners before |
the Assembly's Fourth (Trusteeship) Committee. E

This addition was considered "unnecessary” by Sir Andrew Cohen (United
Kingdom) as, he said, the mission was already authorized to take into account
statements made by petitioners as well as other information.

Tn the course of the discussion Maharajekrishna Rasgotra (India) suggested

(more) ' ;
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that statements "at the thirteenth session" be specified, as the visiting mission
had not heard petitioners now being heard by the Fourth Committee.

In answer to a question by Sir Andrew Cohen, the Secretariat informed the
Council that the proceedings of the current session were being transmitted to
the visiting mission.

After further discussion the Soviet amendment and Indian sub~-amendment were
rejected.

This morning's action completed the work of the Council's ninth special

session.
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