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AGENDA ITEM 2 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENEF.AL ON CREDENTIALS (T/1390, 1.39ojcorr,l English 

only, 1.390/Add.1) 

Mr. LOJ2!NOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

Russian): The only legitimate represen-'.:ia.tives of China in the organs of the 

United Nations, including the Trusteeship Council, a.re the representa~ives of tre 

Chinese People 1s Republic~ In this connexion, the Soviet delegation moves that 

th~ecl:en=e-iaJ.s- or·this individual who illegally holc.s the p:ace of China on 

the Council be rejected. Theref'ore, we would like to ha.•,e these credentials 

voted on separately. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Before recognizing the •• 

representative of China, I should like to point out that only Governnents are 

represented on this Council. I would therefore invite members of the Council, 

when they discuss the report, to observe this courtesy. 

Mr; KIANG (China): I am here in this Council representing the only 

Chinese Government which issued from free elections and which is, therefore, the 

only Government which can rightly speak for the Chinese people in the 

United Nations. 

Mr. JAIP.AL (India): For the r .easons explained so often by my delegation, • 

we recognize only the right of the representative of the Government of the 

People's Republic of China to be seated in this Council. 

Hr. OSMAN (United J\rab Republic) (interpretation from French): The 

delegation of the United .Arab Republic recogniz.as._t;_!?:_~~-- the People I s Republic _of --. . , · - · ·····•"" " ' ' • 

C~s alone empowered to represent China on this Council. 
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other -;;:l,..._ce:::.,, tr.e G.:,vE:-rnm8~1.t.; of the Republic of Bui'rna-°r:ec,)g.:ri:.:.e:S or;:i_y -:.h'3 

P,zc,:9le Is Republic of c.::-!iu2. ::, ,3 the lawful anc. effective • Uo 1:e·rnr:a:1-t of the whoie 

of Chimi. 'l 'l:J.erefc:re) we are :.1ot in a :position to agr2P. to ·c:1€ SE-ating of 

any oth~r rep.•:·ei:.-~nt13.tiv~ -wnc is ·sv.p:'.)OSec: to rupi-eser;t the :::cs.inland. of' Chirm. 

1~~ • T'P.~;,JD:;:;}1! ( Lite:;,:preta,tioa from Frenci-1): I ~rill therefo!'e put ·to 

t:i.1e vote the r eport of' the 8e'.:!retary-G:me::al. 

~- ~ -B.;,t0V (Union of Soviet Socialist Rei?ub::_ics) (interpretation from 

Russic.n) ( Lir. President, if you heard and unl:erAtood •rba.i:. I .:sa:i.ci, you should 

put to a se:;,ara 

of the Chi~ese People I s Republic on this Council. I · o.m o.skiilg !'or a · separate 

vote. 
· ' 

.... ; } . ... .. . 

\ 
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The PR"ESIDENT (interpretation from French): I do not know whether 

the interpretation was ·wrong, _but I merely heard the representatives cor...menting 

on this situation about the report. The interp:::-etation which I heard was not 

a request for a separate vote . . 

Mr. KIANG (China): I want to protest very strongly against the 

language that bas been used by the previous speaker. I think it is almost 

intolerable to hear announcements from a man representing a Government which 

has been condemned by the General Assembly three times in the last two years 

for its asgression against Hungary. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I . hope that this exchange, 

which- certainly is not in accordance with the spirit of courtesy that should 

prevail in this Council, : will not continu_e. 

Mr. SEARS (United States of America): In the report of the 

Secretary-General the credentials of all the representatives in the Trusteeship / 

Council were found to be in order. Therefore, this Council should logically 

vote on the report as a whole. 
--·-------

In the view of the United States, it is unnecessary and inappropriate to 

vote separately on parts of the credentials report. Accordingly, I request that 

the proposa~ of the representative of the Soviet Union be put to a vote in 

accordance with the provisions ~ ~-My delegation will, therefore, vote 

against th~ proposal for a separate vote on the credentials of each member. 

Mr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re:publics)(interpretation from 

Russian): I have nothing to add to what I have already said twice, namely, that 

I propose that these credentials which are referred to be voted on separately. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The representative of 

the Soviet Union ~;:_a_s..epara.:t_e __ y_ote. The representative of'..-the 

United States has re~uested that under rule 60 of the rules of procedure the 

suggestion of the Soviet Union ~t'~o--a--vote. · 
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(The President) 

Rule 6o says: "Parts of a report, draft resolution, otbe_:' motion or 

amendment may be voted on separately at tb..e_r.e.que...s.t_9.l a representative and 
~ - . 

subject to the will of the Trusteeship J!ouncil". 

I ~;_:;fo~-~--~;k .. t~~ Council to decide by a vote whether it agrees 

to follow the suggestion of the Soviet Union. 

The ~roposal of the representative of the Soviet Union for.a separate 

vote on the credentials of the representative of China was re.iected by 10 .votes 

to 4. 

. . 

Mr. SEARS (United States of America): Tbe United States especially 

r~_that the _representative of the Soviet Union sees fit to interrupt .the . 

work of this body for propaganda purposes on politicai matters. The positions 

of our Governr:tents on this question have been enunciated quite. clearly in the 

political organs of the United Nations, particularly the General Assembly .and 

theSecurity Council. The repetition of these positions here serves -no purpose 

other than to interrupt our labours. 

However, as the Soviet delegation has raised the issue, my Government 

wishes to emphasize that the Government of the Republic of China, and only the 

Government of the Republic of China, is entitled to representation in this and 

other United Nations bodies. 

Mr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics )(interpretation from 

Russian): I would like to answer very briefly the representative of the 

• United States that the proposal of the Soviet Union is not a pr~paganda _1:!lOY~-•-... 

It is a defence of the legitimate rights of the great Chinese people bead~-~-­

by the People's Government of China, and we will never cease to press for the 
----- - --

respect and recognition of these rights in all organs of the United Nations. 

Until China is represented here by a representative of the Chinese People's 

Republic, we will pe"rsistently maintain that a group of countries are allowing 

a flagrant violation of legitimate rights. 

The report was adopted by a vote of 10 votes to none, with 4 abstentions. 
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Mr. JAIPAL (India): I have asked for permission tc;, speak in. or~er to 

explain my vote~ In the opinion -of my delegation it is . in the ~o.ture of . . . • . 

credentfals that they should be , voted on separately and not collectively. We 
------ - ·-- · -·-~ ·-·· - .'. _ ____ ___ - .. • :..- ........... - - - · .. .. ..... • ••.. .. , ....... ,,· ~ . 

abstained from the vote on the report for -this reastm; --and also because we were 
' . • • , i • • •• . ' • • • • 

prevented from giving separate expression to . our views on an important matter which 

we regard as requiring a separate vote. 
• . . • 1 • • 

Ivf.r. IJJVMJOV (Union ·of Soviet Socialist Republi~s) (inte.rpretatfon from 

Russian): The delegation of the USS:f.Lab_stained when the Secretary-General's • -report was voted u:pon because that report indicates that the place of China is 

occupied by someone who represent s no one but himself. As we have ·already stated 

many times, the legitimate representatives of China in all organs.of the 

United Nations can be only representatives appointed\by the Central People's 

Government of the People's Republic of China. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): Before calling upon the 

representative of China, I should like to repeat my earlier statement that only 
. .. 

Governments are represented here in the Trusteeship Council and in other organs 

of the United Nations. 

Mr. KIANG (China): In view of the observation the President has just 

made, I do not think that I need intervene at this_ point. 

Mr. OSMAN {United Arab ·Republic) (interpretation from French): Having 

formal reservations abo~tthe credentials of one of the representatives in this 
. . 

Council, my delegation was ob]_,iged to 2,J)_~tain f'rom _j :,ge vote op_ the report as a _______ _,;.-__ - ------- - · . --·--·· - • • - ... 

whole. 
- --· 

Mr. KELLY (Australia): I need only say that the vote of the . . 

Australian delegation is to be unde;stoodas having been fqco:rc'!eo. in the light 

of the observations made by the Australian representative at the twenty-first 

se·ssion of the Council when the Sec:retary--General' s report orf credentials for 

that session was under consideration. 
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. J r ,- , ••· ~ ... 

AGENDA ITEMS je, 4, . 5; 15 AND l7 -
. . 

EXAMDU\TION OF CONDITIONS IN THE TRUST 'IERRITORY • OF ·soMALILAim UNDER ITALIAN ' 

ADMIIJISTRI\.T;J:ON _(_~ontin~ed): 

(a) ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ADMINISTERTI-tG AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR 1957 (T/1388, 

1397, 1398; T/L.858) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

PETITIONS RAISD-IG GENERAL QUESTIONS • (T/PET ;GEN/L. 2; T/PET .11/L. 26 • and 27; 

T/COM.ll/L.298 _to_30,3) 
"" 

REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS VISITING MISSION TO TRUST TERRITORIES TI{ 
. . 

EAST .AFRICA, 1957 (T/1344; 1396) 
ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENT OF SOMALILAND UNDER ITALIAN ADMilJISTRATION [GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 1206 (XII)/ · ·, . ' • . -
REPORT OF THE UNI'I·ED NATIONS ADVISORY. COUNCIL FOR THE TRUST TERRITORY OF 

SOMALILAND UNDER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION (T/1372) 

At the invitation of the President, ~'.Ir. Gasbarri, s~ecial representative of 

the Ac1ministering Authority for Scma.liland under Italian administration, 

Mr. de Holte Castello (Colombia) and Mr. Baradi (Philippines), members of the 

Advisory Council for Sc!naliland under It~lian administration, took places at 

the Council table. 

The PRESIDENT (inte~pretation" from French): The Council will now hear 

the final statement of the representative of the Administering Authority. 

Mr. PIAJA (It~ly): May I say how much impressed my delegation was by 

the deep interest with ,1hich the delegations repres·~mted in this Council 

participated in the examination and discussions of conditions· in the Trufi't 

Territory of Somaliland under Italian adminis jGration . • 
• ' . 

May I also add that my delegation, throughout the questioning period and . • - . . . 
particularly in the ge~eral debate, listened with the utmost attention to the 

. . 
different view·.i)oints expressed by the various delegations ori the main problems 

. . . . - . . . . 
which Somalia has to face in v;Lew of the approaching date of its independence. 

The Administering Authority~_ apq. the Somali Government, I am sure, -...,ill give the 

most careful consideration to the records of this session. 
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(Mr. Plaja, ltaly) 

I wish therefore to thanl~, on behalf of my delegation, all the 

members of the Council. Of course I want to thank in particular those delegations 

which have kindly eA--pressed their general appreciation for the progress of the 

Territory during the period under review. My delegation has been gratified 

to note that this acknowledgement has come from all delegations but one. Of 

course we fully reO.iize that our work and its results are not faultless: this 

is a feature_ common to a~l human activities. And how could it be other;:,ise 

-when we think of' the strenuo~s-eondi:ti~ns;--phys.i~al and otherwise, --~n.d including 
L.--------- - - · .. . • - - --c--- -- ---•··· - -· ···- ·----·- ·_- ··· •• .. -': · : 

the l~t.1.ed .period:·of t~me; under which the Italian Administration has been 
• , . . 

opera.ting? We are therefore glad to accept -- as we have always ac~epted in the 

past -- all observations and suggestions originating from the members of this 

Council and made in a constructive and co-operative spirit in the interest of 

the Somali people. Unf'ortunately this cannot be said in regard to the observations 

of that single dissent~ng delegation to which I have already referred and whose 

attitude seems rather to stem from a preconceived :position.· • I. will in any 

case have occasion to· refer individuaily to many observations of the delegations 

dealing with specific points and qt1estions. 

I think I am right in saying that ·three main points ·have retained the 

attention of the Council in particular this year. The first is the question 

of the frontier; the second is the question o~ political elections; and the 

third is the economic de,:,.elopment _af.'.. .:the Territory and the problem of external 
• - -- ·· . . --~ · . • 

aid to the future Somali State after 1960: 
Let us start with the first of these, the fronti~uestion. The great 

----- • • 
concern about the lack of progress to~rards a solution of the question ·of the 

frontier between Scmalia and Ethiopia expressed by ·the representative of the 

United States in his substantial and most welcome statement, as well as by 

many other members of the Council, is shared not only by all the members of this 

Council but also by the Administering Authority and the Somali people. 

There is sufficient evidence in tl-1e records of the United. Nations to prove 

the paramount importance that the Government of Italy has -~lways attached to 

an early ~nd equitable solution of this problem; this',makes it unnecessary for 

me to state again the position of my d_elegat:i.on. The question of' the frontier 

is and will be one of those problems on whose solution will largely depend the 
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(Mr. Pla,ja, Italy) ---
future of the new State. We are confident that the statements made in this 

Council by all delegations and by the members of the Advisory Council will 

contribute to an early and prompt implementation of the resolutions of the 

General Assembly. · As far as the Italian delegation is concerned, we very 

strongly hope that it will be possible for the next session of the General 

Assembly to take steel<. of some substantial results on this question. 

Speaking of the frontier question, I have to correct the last part of- my 

statemer..t as contained in document '},:/PV.921, pages 58-60. In reply to a 

question which was put to me by the representative of India, I stated there that 

the occurrences in the Dalo area to which Mr. Jaipal had referred in his question 

had had no sequel. I have received now later information on certain recent 

developments. In this connexion I will read the text of a communication 

received from Mogadiscio which reprocuces verbatim a statement made by the . 

Prime Minister to the Legislative Assembly: 
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(Mr. Plaj a, Italy) 

"During the last weeks an increasing actiyity of Ethiopia~ military 

patrols whi.ch have .passed the . provisional boundary line in many points, 

in the area of Dolo, Fer Fer and Galkayu, have caused certain worries 

amongst the _Populatiori which live in the vicinity of this line. I wish 

to inform you .that on instruction of the Government, the High Juba Prefect; 

Mr. Ali Scido, has met in the locality of Yet, on the 14t~ of July, 

the Ethiopian Governor of the Bale Region, Grasmac· Mamo Sejum. During 

this meeting, which . was conducted in a spirit of mutual understanding, 

the High Juba P,refect has clearly stated our positions. It is outside 

of the .competence of local authorit~es to try to solve case by case 

any controversy on the question of the frontier, even though they reay 

refer only to the provisional administrative line. Since this line is 

clearly indicated in document T/484 of 7 March 1950 of the Trusteeship 

Council, it would be considered as appropriate that a joint Commission, 

composed of Ethiopian and Somali representatives, with the assistance 

of a representative of the United Nations Advisory Council, be called 

to settle the question of controversial points and locality of the 

border line. We therefore hope that such a proposal to set up this 

joint Commission, forwarded by the Italian Government to the Ethiopian 

Government, will be carried out. We trust tliat His Imperial Majesty 1 s 

Government, in the spirit of understanding shown on the occasion of our 

recent visit to Addis Abeba, will agree with this proposal in the common 

interest to put an end to the uneasy situation in which the population 

situated across the border line finds itself, with a view of ensuring 

the necessary conditions of order and peace which appear essential for 

the orderly work of the Arbitration Tribunal, called to delimit the 

frontier between the Ethiopian Empire and Somaliland. 11 

This is the end of the quotation taken from the statement of the Prime Minister 

to the Legislative Assembly. 

As the Council may note, we are in the presence of events which are 

certainly not serious per se, but which give an indication of the problems 

that Somalia will most likely have to face after 1960 if the frontier question 

will not have been solved. 
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(Mr. Plaja, Italy) 

I come now to the question of the constitutional ·de•ielop.reent of the 

Terri tm:y . The teru:r;orary ·delay in the process of constitutional · development 
~ 

of the ':'erritory, as a consequence of the decision of the Legislative Assembly, 

of which I inf ormed this Councii in my opening statement, has been considered 

by the Council wi~h the greatest attention. The Administering Authority cannot 

but feel gratified to note that the Council is fully appreciative of our 

present di~fi~ulties. The prevailing sentiment of all delecations appear 

to me that it could be not advisable to make the next political election 

contingent upon the taking of a census. The Administering Authority is in 

full agreement with this opinion. As reQ;ar ds the subject of the census, I 

have already dealt with it at length in my opening statement and I will not 

repeat myself. In this conDexion the rep:cesentative of the Soviet Union has 

maintained that the Italian administration has f ailed to ·foresee the 

difficulties and to face them accordingly. But we had foreseen them, and it 

would not be difficult to find this confirmed also in the records of the 

past sessior:i,s of this Council. May I repeat that we even fo:.esee difficulties 

for a new census, should fGbe decided that it must be taken. But in spite 

of that, we have ·proceeded to this experiment because ·we wanted to meet the 

recommendations of this Council on the subject. Now we have seen confirmed 

by the facts that the difficulties we anticipated were substantial and the 

census has not succeeded. This is not due, as everybody can easily see, to 

lack or fault in planning on our part. I would not in any case draw from this 

fact the drastic conclusion -which the representative of the Soviet Union has 

dr avm. In conclusion, I have to emphasize once again that tee draft electoral 

law, with its inevitable shortcomings, was,and we consider still is, the 

best solution under the circumstances. Substantially the operations provided 

for in this law would have resulted in a volunteer registration of voters, 

on the line of the suggestion of the representative of the United States of 

America., · 

In conclusion, tbe situation as it appears to my delegation is as follows. 

It is the firm intention of the Administration to do its best in order that 

the Assembly be not prolonged beyond the time strictly necessary to allow new 

political elections to be held in the spring of 1959. We are glad to note that 
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we are suppo:r'ted in tpis stand by ~e-1\.Q...Y!S~!'.Y. C.Quncil., :- who_se opinion on this 

·subject was. so clearly expressed here by all its members, and by the members · 
• • , .. . . . ' • . . '. ' ~ i . • • •. • 

of the Council. He are sur.e that. this Council, i??, adopting its recommendations 

on the subject, will be fully aware of the importance that they will have on 
. . . . 

' ',,,,,-----the final decisions. J 
I will now. refer briefly to .a few other p-oint~ i~ -~he_ 

1

~ _fi~ld. With 

reference to the provisions of the draft electoral law, I have given careful .--------
consideration to the observations made, with its usual competence, by the 

representative of Haiti. If I understood him _correctly, he has some reservat;i.ons 

on the adoption of the system of a single national constituency. This point 

has been carefully considered by the Somali Government, which felt that this 

system is preferable to the system of district constituencies because it affords 

better opportunities to smalle~ parties, which can sum up their votes on a 

national basis to attain a minimum quota which they would otherwise hardly 

attain on a district basis. In any event, I am sure that the Somali Government 

will not fail t9 give its most careful consideration to the su56estio~s made 
' ' , 

on the draft electoral. law by the. representative of Haiti, Mr. -~orsinville, whose 

profound knowledge and experience of these questions is well known to all of us • 

.. . • .. . 

. ... - ·, 
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Soeie members of the Council havemade reference in t:-:1:ir s~;e.tements to the 

developuent cf local~organs of self-go·.,err,ment. , I th::.nk thr:.t on this point I 

run in no lJosHion to give a 1Jetter reply thuP- qEo~j.ng from the re1)resentative 

of India, Mr. Jaipal. With his u3un!.. clarity of lang·c1c.6e; I ti.1inl~ he lias 

admirably described the situe.ti0n, and therei'o~e it is an easy task for me to 

quote his words: 

!!In re6ard to setting t1p regj_onal __ organs, tl-:e Govcrru;1ent has 
----~· 

shown coc.mendable caution. Tl1is is understandable in a Territory where 

tribal loyalties are still a factor to be reclrnned w:i.th. In our 

opinion, the poli·tical stabiUty and the delicate balance so carefl'.lly 

maintained by tte _Italhm acmirtistration ar~d now by the Scmali 

Government ch·.:mld not be up set by an~, preuature decentralization 

of authority". 

As I said before, I have very little to add to this statement. I just 

want to say, however, and this in reply to the representati,,e of India himself, 

that it is a _part of the pro; rarnme , of the Somali _Goverrunent to strengthen and 

encourage the develop1nent of the local Gove1·runent organs now in existence, and 

to cnlo.rge whenever a:i;ipropriatetheir powers and functions. 

CcminG to the question of So:nalization, . I must confess, if this can be of 

some consolation to the reprcse11tati ve o::~he Uni ~ed Ki1~1sdom, th0;t the sound 

of this word does not e.p:peal to me even in Italian. I also agree with him that 

this word will 6ra1ually lose its meaninB • I only wish to place on record in 

this connexion the appreciation of my Government for the ac}mowledgement of 

many members of this Council for tl:e pro[;ress in this field. This process is 

now pro.ctically confined. to the technical fields and the Council well knows 

how difficult is the prepar&tion and the t::.:aining of ex1)erts. 

The representative of the USSR has macle some observations on this point 

about the participation of the Somali Governmc:::it in international affairs. I 

wish only to point out, in addition to what has already been said on this · point 

in the 1•eport of the J~dministering Aut!10ri ty, that other meetings 

Nj.niste:r Haji Farah Ali Omar hi:tve been held. and will be held in the future. They 

will be held with the authorities of the European Con:;mon Market and with the 

authorities in Bonn o,nd Karachi, on commercial affai1·s. At any rate, I would 
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like ;to emphasize that all exterior trade l1as completely been in Somali 

-hands since January 1958. 

Before concluding my remarks in the political field, I have to make 

reference to one point of the statement of the representative of Egypt who 

has bad the opportunity to sit as a representative of his country in 

this Council besides being a member of the Advisory Council, and to give us 

the benefit of his aid and advice in this dual capacity. 

~linister El-Zayak has referred to the fact that the~in__JJ:le process 

of t_9.§-c.on-Btii~\it~6naT··cre:vtlopment=''iras made difficult if not impossible the 

~ibility of terminating the Trusteeship agreement before 1960. In 

corJmenting on the eventuality of further stay in office of the Assembly he 

has said, and I quote: "This prolongation may also be interpreted by the 

people of Somaliland as an effort on the part of the deputies to stay in office 

beyond their given mandate". 

I regret not being able to share on these two points the views expressed 

by the representative of the UAR, while I quite appreciate that his observations 

are motivated by his continuous interest in the progress of Somaliland. 

I come now to the question ofeconomic · advancement. This question has 

quite rightly played an important part in our debates. Many delegations have . 

offered their suggestions. We E).re very_grateful to them all for their interest 

in this question. But with all due respect, I must admit quite frankly, that 

I do not see how many of these suggestions could be considered acceptable frorn 

a practical point of view. It appears to us that the present issue has been· 

turned into a rather theoretical one. It is not a question of method, but 

rather a practical one, to see who is c;oing to provide the independent 

SorualilQ.nd with -the necessary financial aid.· The requfrementsrnay in the ·long 

run change, bU:t we have already sufficient evidence to state what these needs 

will be. 

Another point, which in the opinion of my delegation should constantly 

be borne in mind is the . obvious fact that the ·. Somali, .anq. the Somali only, 

can take .the necessary decisions. Why _ not let the Somali say what they want 

to do, instead ·of trying to make .decisions for them? As the Council knows, 
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the problem is now rapidly progressing towards its solution. We have .. heard 

t he mo,st_ heartening statement of the representative. of the United States 

of America. This should lead the Council to think that the consultations 

between the .Italian and Somali Governments are bearing their fruits. . . . . 

I must say very clearly that we are in full agreement with those 
-- · • 

delegations who do not consider convenient the establishment of the new 

Committee rw of a s:p1;rnial Elmo. It seems to me that the situation as it 
~ . . " . • .. 

.... r----
stands now indicates that we are now approaching a solution of this problem. 

No session of this Council has been able to record such favourable developments 

as the present one, such as the offer of technical assistance made last year 

· , • :: . 

by the Administering Au~hority. We have added this year the offer of assistanc'e 

made by the United States of America and other countries. I am certain that it 

is not the i ntention of the Council to discourage such an approach or even give 

the impression of disapproving it. All tbeae questions, I repeat, seem to me 

questions which are entirely up to the Somali authorities. 

On the other hand, the Council may rest assured that the Administering 

Authority and th~ Somali Government will keep it informed of any further · 

developme!)t on these questions. 

Fur·thermore, it is our understanding ~f ~esolution 1206 (XII)_ of the· 
,.; ' . ' 

General Ass~mbly that the Council should make its recommendations on the bas-is ·· 

of what the Administering Authority and the Somali Government will have to ··say 

about this question. , 
~ -:---- ·- - --4-----~_:___ __ ·-··- - ----·__.;..--·-·~~-

----- __ ,_;...,.,..f. ,, 

In conclusion, Mr. President, my delegation, in agreement with_th~ 

suggestio~-~ut forward by many delegations in line with Resolution 1206 (XII), 

of the General Assembly, thinks. t:qat time must be given to the $9mali to 

to consider the question and to reach the necessacy- conclusions • 

. ·- . - . 



' • MA/gso 

(Mr. Pla j a, Italy) 

T~ing now in particular to more specific problems relating to the 

omi_,<2' development of the Territory, I will first refer to the views expressed 

h'e _, statement by the re:presentati ve of l~ustralia about the present system of 

taxation. It is part of the prograr:ime of the Somali Government to enlarge the ----basis of taxation so as to include possibly all those who lil~e the nomacls are 

benef~ting from facilities created through public funds. The representative 

of Australia uill certainly aGree with me that this is not merely a question of 

passing new legislation. No attempt in that clirect:i:on is likely to succeed unless 

sufficient and widespread. preparation work is carried out for the purpose of 

convincing the people that they have to contribute their share to the revenue 

of the Territory. 

I have to cbserve further that all the possible sources of receipts except 

the cattle t&x. have been taken into account and rec:wned with in the report. 

No considerable change in the social structure of the nomad population is to be 

expected in 1961 and 1962. Therefore we cannot look forward to a large increase 

in clirect taxation. 

As re[l;ards to the figure of 11,000 persons which, according to the 

representative of Australia,represents the total number of taxpayers, paying 

direct tc;.;:es, I have to point out that such a figure refers only to the income 

tax and. not to the two otner direct taxes 11Shamba and hutsn, which include not 

less. than 100,000 adclitic:1al t nx:payers for the direct taxes which will rise, 

from 1957 to 1961 -- accord:c.:c.g to the forecast under consideration -- from 

So. 6.2 million to So. 9 mi llion with a percentage increase rising from 

12 per cent to 15 per cent. 

I wish also to refer briefly to another point strictly related to the 

budget of the Territory. Some delegations have suggested, in line with previous 

recommendations, that some reduction of expenses be considered. 1nis is by all 

means a very sound. suggestion which I em sure is constantly borne in mind by the 

Somali Government which, like all good administrations, makes of austerity the 

basis of its financial policy. But I have to point out that in general terms the 

over-all figure for the expenses of the budget of Somalia has very little chance 

of decreasing after 1960. After that date the Somali Government, as shown by our 

report on the 11 req_uirements11 for 1961 and 1962, will have to take over expenses 

relating to foreign relations, air communications etc. which are now met by the 

Administering Authority. 
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In the field of production much has been said by the various members 

which makes it unnecessary for ~e to comment further on these points. I will 

therefore. confine myself to_a very few questions. The representative of the 

Soviet Union, with_ reference _to the assocation of Somalia to the European 

Common Market, has expressed the view that this association was made not in the 

interest of the Territory but for different reasons. This Treaty, according to 

him, has the objective of sa~isfying interests which are completely contrary to 

those of the Trust Territory. I do not wish to comment on this statement. I 

should only like_ to invite the representative of the USSR to read what the 

Soma_li Government had to say on the subject, which is reproduced on page 2 

of document T/1397 containing our supplementary information. 

In the field of ag~e, the diversification of production still remains 

the firm policy of the Somali Go~errunent. As many delegations have noted, new 

emphasis is being given to the production of cotton, oil seeds and any other 

crop which together with bananas represent the main cash crops of the 

Territory. It is true that the banana still yelds the greatest part of the money 

earnings but, as inclicated by the special representative, the other crops have _ 

shown good. possibilities of development. 

The clevelopment of trade with traditional areas has been suggested by some 

delegations. _ The consistent even if slow improvement in this particular field 

indicates clearly that this policy is vigorously pursued by the Somali Government. 

While it is desirable that it be continued in the future, certain limitations 

dictated by the availa.bili ty of foreign funds in the balance of payments shall not, 

however, be overlooked. 

Before concluding with economic development, I wish to refer to the 

suggestion made by the representative of China in his most welcome statement with 

regard to the setting up of a Somali agency for economic development to 

administer outside financial aid. This is a very wise measure which should be 

recommended to the Soma~vernment, as has already been done by the 

International Banlr/ ) - . . 

I come nm~ ~~evelopment. Many delegations have devoted particular 

care to the examination of social development, i.n Sc:r.io.lio.. 
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. . 
In tackling the problem of ·the present conditions in regard to medical 

• . • . • .. ~ 

and educational facilities, we are fully aware that something remains to be done. 

T~i~ ~~ • surprise anybody, as' progress in this· field is far from 

being a question of funds and funds alone. i-te· 'have always considered that the 

optimum fo:r Somalia. was to create those basic institutions which an independent 

Somalia could afford to maintain and the Somali .people could fully utilize. In 

the field. of public health, some delegations have c6nsidered with alarm the 

decrease ·of medical personnel. I wish to reassut·e the representative of Haiti 

that this deficiency, as explained by the .special representative, is of a 

temporary nature, and that steps have already been taken to overcome it. Eleven 

doctors are being recruited in.Italy and will proceed to Somalia as soon as 

possible. 

Some _misgivings have also oeen expressed by the representatives· of Fra.>1ce 

and Guatemala whose intervention in the debate have been extreijlely useful, as to . 

the slow progress in education. I can tell them that the problem is kept under 

continuous consideration by the Authority concerned . 

• • i c~ bouever add that the present scholastic facilities in the Territory 

, are already capable of receiving a greater number of pupils. The question is 

mainly of inducing more pupils to register in the schools and attend them. They 

_ will agree with me, I am sure, that these difficulties cannot be dealt with 

overnight. ·rt will be necessary ·to enlist the co-operation of all the authorities 

and the population concerned, and the Scmali Government is already at work ih this 

direction. 

A _comparison bas been made between the number of ins~riptions in the 
. . 

schools and the number of children of scholastic age. May I ssy that this 

confrcnto.ticn can. be ma.de rJ.oi'o pre.ctically between the total nu:.-:1be1· oi :i.nscr::..:rc:.ons 

and the number of children .of scholastic age which can really be obtained 

now and which is practically cnly 60,ooo~ If we consider those figures, then 

the percentage of inscriptions rises to 22 per c~nt. He must also consider 

_that since 1953 there bas been a ccntinuous increase in enrolment. The increase 

in. the :period under consideratio'n has been more th€ln 2,oco units. 

As far as the education of nomads is conce~, the discouraging rccults 

obtained by the ex-periin.ent conducted in co-operation with an expert provided by . 

UNESCO will certainly give the Somali Government an indicatic1 c.s to in what 

direction it will be necessary to move in this field. 
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(Mr. Plaja, Italy) 

I cannot conclude my statement without expressing the appreciation of my 

delegation to the representatives of the Advisory Council for their valuable 

contribution to our work. I wish also to thank the. representatives 0~2-.t 

----FAO, IL~nd other sped.iliz~cies for the part taken in our debate. I 
' -thank finally all the delegations which took pa.rt in our debate, and also the 

Under-Secretary Mr. Protitch, the Secretary of the Council, Mr. Wieschhoff, and 

the Secretariat staff which, under strenuoµs circumstances, made it possible 

for us to conclude satisfactorily our work. 

Before we close our debate on Somalia, I would request that you give 

the floor to His Excellency Hagi Farah Ali Omar, who wishes to address the 

Council. 

The PRE3IDE1"T ( interpretation from French): I will recognize now 

His Excellency Hagi Farah Ali Crr:ar, Minister for Economic Affairs of Somalia. 
I 

IiA.GI FARAH ALI OVIAR (Spoken in Italian)*: Permit n:e to thank you 

for allowing rr.e to speak on behalf of the Government and of the people whom 

I represent and allowing me to set forth and illustrate the major problems 

of my country before the United Nations. 

I would like to express, first of all, the. gratitude of my country for 

the deep interest and the careful consideration which the representatives of 

the dclegatio~s in this Council have devoted to the examination of the problems 

concerning the politicµl, constitutional, economic, social, and educational 

progress of Somaliland. This confirms~once more the noble function which the 

Trusteeship Council is exercising in view of the progress, welfare, and freedom 

of non-autonomous Territories, and I assure you that my country will never 

. forget the generous and effective. contribution of .the Council to the civil and 

political evolution of Son:aliland. Thanks to this evolution, the sons of 

the new Somaliland are today looking on trustfully to . the future of their 

country and feel ready and worthy for their j_rr,minent admission to the community 

of fully independent nations, 

* Unofficial translation supplied by the Italian delegation. 
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( . ) 
I con:e now to the 'question of ~cal deveiopment. The most important 

(Hagi Farah Ali Omar) 

and urgent issue is und6ubtedly that of the extension in the duration of the 
. . . ,. .. : . . _________ , 

powers of 'the present Legislative·Assembly and that .of the terms within 'which 

it will be possible to ·hold the new popular elections. -----.- ' --
-------'-------,--------:-r-· 

On this point the representatives of all the delegations have expressed 

the hope that an · appropriate solution vi'ill .be found, so that the constitutional 

and political development of my country reaynot be delayed longer than is 

strictly necessary for studying and objectively solving the problems with which . 

we are faced. 

I can assure you that we will live up to such expectations as my Government 

. attaches the highest importance to this issue and is firmly determined to 

arrange the new elections as soon as possible, provided it be with means and 

systems whic'h will guarantee that they are really dernocratic and fully in 

accordance with the 'will of the people. In this respect, I must add that the 

extension of the term of the present Assembly to 31 December 1958 -- announced 

by the representative of Italy -- has beeb preceded by a report stating, 

amongst other things, that any further decision on another extension of the 

term of the Assembly 'is dependent also upon the opinion and vie,rn of the 

Administering Authority and of the Trusteeship Council in respect of the 

political ·el~ctions to be held with or without the ·previous experience of 

a new census. 

Thei~e is · no doubt, therefore, that the prevailing opinion· of the_ 
------ - -

Trusteeshi:g__council _,_ such as has been manifested in the course of the 

general debate and in conformity with the text of the e}..-pected final 

recommendations -- will be held in the utmost consideration and maximum of 

respect by the r~sp.onsible authorities of the Government and the Legislative 

Assembly of Somalia. 

As far as the development of powers and activities of Distri-<:t Councils 
------------

eation of Re,,.io oncerried I must confirm wh~t was an 

already mentioned during the .questioning by the special representative. These 

problems are being examined by my Government, which thinks it its duty to 

proceed with care and caution, as already communicated by the Prime minister 

to the eminent members ·of the Visiting Mission in the course of the talks with 

them on this matter and as set forth at page 57 Of the report. 

\ 
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Regardfog the -izorderline, I thank heartily ~11 .the delegations for the 
. . .,_,__ . . . . . 

recommendaticns · they made on ttis issue ·concerning the absolute need that the 

• a:rbiti·ai tribunal, set ·Up by re·solution 1213, should be speedily completed' by 

the appointment of · the third arbiter ~nd • shou.ld accomplish its· work · in • due 
. . . . 

time in order · th13.t decisio"ns in. ·this respect may be made by the next ·· 

Ge~er"ai ·Assembiy. 
.· 

Somalia ~ouid be in an extremely serious situation if a fair and honourable 

solution shoU:ld not have be~b arrived at by 1960. 

/' .. 

The dev-elopment of my country in the civil and political fields, as well as. 

in the social and edE1 ~n7 one, would be jeopardized and irretrievably damaged. 

Insofar as the econ~problem is concerned, I thank you for the general 

and favourable aclmowle . gement you have sh0vm for the economic and financial 
. . . . . • : . 

developments that have occurred in Somalia. In this connexion, my Government 

• wishe's to confirm its thankfulness to the Ad.ministering Authority and to the 

Government of the United Ste.tes for the financial p.nd technical aid that they 

provided for the improv~ment of the Somali economy. 

I ·wish to than·k also the Consultative Council and the representatives of 

India and Guatemala for their recommendations aimed at setting up a Special Fund 

of the United Nations to face the financial requirement.s of ·somalia· _after 

1960, which are expected to amount to $5 million. I also address 

my special thanks in this ·respect to the representative of the United Arab 

Republic who bas already declared that h.i,s Government is p~epared to 

participate in the creation of this Fund. 
' As to the timely offer of the Government of the United States~ which is 

being added to the one already reade by Itaiy concerning technicians and experts, 
. ' . . . . ~ ' 

I wish to express to the representative of the United States. of America the 

deepest gratitude-! both personal and on behalf of my country. It is in this· 

respect that I wish to read ·now f~r the information of the Trusteeship .Council 

the text of the. reply addressed by the Prime Mini.ster of my Govermr.ent to the 

Consul General of the United States in Mogadiscio. Naturally, we ' intend to 

keep _this Council informed also of further developments of the consultations now 

afoot on the problem of aid after 1960 between my Government and the 

Italian Government in accordance with resolution 12C6. 
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(Hagi Farah Ali Omar, Italy) 

"Referring to the communication you made . to 1ne yesterday ( July ll th, 1958) 

upon instructions of your Gover:nlilent, I wish to express to you, on behalf of 

the .Somali people and of tbe Government over which I have the b_o_nour to 

preside, the _deepest appreciation of the g~nerous offer of economic and 

financial aid, aimed at supporting Somaliland in .view of the problems it will 
. . . . . . 

have to face when attaining full independence. 

"This offer of aid meets appropriately the appealp which, on various 

occasions, the representatives of Somaliland have addressed to the Government 

of the United States as well as to other Member States of the United Nations 

that Somalia may be ade4uately assisted when, after the attainment of 

independence, such problems will arise. 

"The understanding of the Government of the United States cannot but 

arouse the most heart-felt gratitude of the Somali people and I beg you, in 

this connexion, to interpret these feelings to your Government. 

"Further, I wish to thank you for the assurances you have given me 

concerning the continuation and development of the :programme which, in the 

period !)receding independence, is being carried out by the United States 

jointly with the Administering Authority. 

' - "r_ro the gratitude of the peo_ple and Go,vernment of Somalia I add my 

personal thanks and beg you, Dear .Consul General, to accept the assurances 

of my highest considerations". 

As far as the first part of resolution 1206 is concerned, my Government . , ~ 

believes it has complied with it, in consultation with the A&~inistering Authority, 
·' • . 

by sul::mitting the pertinent report on the economic re4uirements of Somaliland 

at the end of the Trusteeship Administration, a report whicb has met with a 

heartening and large approval by the a.elegations in this Council. 

Naturally the needs of financial assistance to Somalia after 1960, at 

present expected to amount to 5 million dollars, will be revised periodically 

in consultation with the Administering Authority and with tbe help of the 

re4uired experts. No possibility of effectively reducing expenditure and 

increasing receipts will be neglected, in order to bring to a strict minimum 
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the need. for outside aid. We are, needless to say, earnestly desirous -and. 

deeply proud to welcome independence at the end of 1960 in an economic and 

fin~ncial situation requiring as little outside support as possible. 

I should not like to close my remarks on this point without recalling the 

considerations of the Intgt__national Bank for Reconstruction and Development • • -­

concerning aid to • independent Somaliland. Tlle opinion of the Bank, shared by all 

economic operators and investors, is that Somaliland not only needs such aid 

but ncccis already • (in 1956, the date when the Report to the Trusteeship 

Council was drawn up by the Bank) a concrete assurance that such aid is forthcoming 

in order to overcome the serious crisis of uncertainty which is discouraging 

present as well ·as potential investors due to a sense of uncertainty in-respect 

of monetary stability and continuity of the ~conomic development. Further delay 

in attaining such a security would result in an increase of financial 

requirements due to lack of new investments in relation to the effective 

possibilities of eA-ploiting existing resources, and might result in disinvestments 

of the business concerns at present operating in Somalia; a trend to which the 

Bank already pointed in 1956, noting the influence of uncertainty brought 

abou~ by the lack of security in the field of monetary stability of future \ 

independent Somalia. In this connexion the statements of the United States 

Government and of the Italian Government regarding technical assistance have 

taken place just in time to restore confidence and to stimulate the present and 

future investments destined to continue and complete the economic and financial 

develo . ent oI'\the country. 

Social ,,a£velopment - My Gave en~~-,preciates highly the suggestions 

~ut fo1~rard by various represe vatives 7,erning• the impulse to be given to 

primary, • It assures that such suggestions will 

be ta1rnn into 

for education of nomads and development of health and social services. However, 

my Goverri.ment intends developing such plans within the fr·amework of the 

financial availabilities which it will endeavour to increase steadily through 

an adequate fiscal policy, a careful administration and wise allotments to the 

items of the budget. 
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Also . on th_e basis of the recommendations contained in the report of _the 

International Banlt, my Government believes that a wise financial policy should 

be the foundation of all effective and lasti11g forms of social development. 

As to the particuJar case of prisoners in the 'district jails, I would 

like to assure the representat~ve of Guatemala tha't'. in reality this problem 

does not exist,, since it concerns only a few cases 9f prisoners who, being 

employed to take care of public buildings, are give~ the possibility of 

beneficial physical and -spiritual _diversions. 

Hhile I renew my_ deepest _thanks · to the Trusteeship Council and to the . 

noble Organization of t _he United Nations which h<ls prepared my people for the 

great day of full independence, allow me, N.r. President, to mention tbe 

name of a ueat fi•ienc1 o:f:' the Scmnli ]_)eorle and·· loyal e,:ecutor of the 

Trusteeship Ac1ministration nnd of tbe principles of the .United Nations, 

Ambassador Enrico Anzilotti, who bas now left- bis task of- Ac1ministrato_r of 

Somaliland for reasons of bealth. To him my country is very much indebted, 

for the faith·and trust he placed from the very beginning in the possibilities 

of development of the Somali people and for tbe consequent legislative and 

executive autonomy which be bas granted, much in advance, to the democratic 

institutions of Somalia. 

Mr. de HOLTE CASTELLO (Coloribia)(Chairman, Advisory · Cotmcil for 

Somalilanµ)(interpretation from· Spanish): I do not wish .to make a long statement 

at this stage in the debate, but I should like to res~rve iµy right to speak 

·when the Council bas finished dealing with the report. I wish to do so because of 

the concei·n of' my delegation and I .an1 speaking now on behalf of my delegation, 

not . on behalf of the members of the Advisory Council -- which, after having 

beard several of the statements which have been made, . wonders whether it is, 

perhaps, superfluourr to include this item of Somaliland in the Trusteeship Council 

agenda. I should like to be able- to discuss this with the representatives of 

the Philippines and the United Ar.ab Republic -so that we could make a unanimous 

presentation of view to the Trusteeship 
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The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The representative of 

Colombia bas indicated that he will mal~e a statement later on. We will . therefore 

leave this point open. 

Appointment of Drafting Co:mnittee on Somaliland ' 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): We now have to appoint a 

drafting committee. I would suggest that this committee be made up of the 

following members: Australia, India, the United Arab Republic and the 

United States of America. If the suggestion of the President regarding the 

drafting committee is aBreeable to the members of tbe Council, this composition 

will be accepted. 

It was so decided. 

AGENDA ITEM 5 

REPORT ON SOMALILAND UNDER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

VISITING MISSION TO TRUST TERRITORI_ES IN EAST i .. FRICA, 1957: DRAFT RESOLUTION 

SUBMIT1.l:ED BY THE UNITED STATES ( T /L. 869) 

Mr. FELD (United States of America): My delegation has the honour to 

introduce a draft resolution (T/L.869) entitled "Reports of the United Nations 

Visiting Mission to Trust Territories in East Africa, 195711
• This draft · 

resolution deals with certain concluding aspects of the reports of the Visiting 

Missions to Trust Territories in East Africa in that year. It follows the 

usual form and is self-explanatory. My. delegation hopes that it will in:mediately 

receive the com~lete support of the members of the Council . 

. The PRESIDENT: (interpretation from French): As there are no other 

comaents with regard to i tern 3 on 01.1r agenda, the Council will now vote on the 

United States draft resolution (T/L.869). 
The draft resolution was adopted unanimously. 
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Sir Andrew COHEN (United-Kingdom): ·. As regards the previous item, 

my delegation was not clear as to the point that the Chairman of the Advisory 

Council was trying to malte. I was not clear exactly on what item he said that 

he might wish to make some further statements. I am merely asking ,for a 

clarification. 

Mr. de HOLTE-CASTELLO (Colombia) (Chairman of the Advisory 

Council for Somali land) (interpretation from Spanish): Naturally, I was 

taDdng of th_e i tern concerning Somali land. 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): I was under the impression 

that we had finished the debate on Somaliland and had covered all of the 

matters related to it in accordance with our agenda. I was merely seeking 

clarification. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): At the request of the . 

representative of Colombia, I reserve his right to mMe a. further statement later. 

I imagine it will be in connexion with the last statements . of the Administering 

Authority. The usual course after the debate is to appoint a drafting committee. 

I think that the members of the Council _might benefit, after th~ recess, from 

listening to what the Chairman of ,the Advisory Council has to say. 

Mr. PLAJA (Italy) (interpretation from French): Is not the deb~te 

closed? Is the general debate op~n or closed? I do not quite understand the 

situation. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The debate is not quite 

closed. We have not completed_ the consideration of the item since we have to 

rest.m1e the consideration of conditions in Som.aliland when the drafting committee's 

report will be submitted. 
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The meeting was suspended at 4.l5 p.m. and resumed at 4.45 p.m. 

AGENDA • ITEM 9 

REPORT OF THE COl1MITTEE ON RURAL ECONOMIC . DEVEI..OPMETu"T OF 'l'HE TRUST TERRITORIES 

(T/1399; T/L.870) 

The .PRESIDE}iT (interpretation from French): There are a number of 

amendments by the representative of the United Kingdom to this report (T/1399). 

As he is also the Chairman of the Committee, he can submit his amendments and 

the report at the same time. 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingµom) (Chairman, Committee on Rural . 

Economic Deve:J..opment of the Trust Territories): I do not .intend to keep the 

Council .very long with,this report which follows the general lines of the report 

on Ruanda Urundi submitted at an earlier time during the present session. I 

should just like to draw the attention of the Council to the main points covered 

in the two annexes which are attached to the report. 

Annex I is a summary based on the information contained in the very long 

report circulated by the Secretariat and takes into account the corr.ments made 

by the Administering Authority on that report. Members will see that 

paragraphs 1 to 7 of this summary deal with population questions, with the 

general social and economic structure of the Territory and with certain features 

of the education and health systems and programmes which have an obvioua 

beuring on the problems of rural economic development. Paragraphs 8 to 19 

deal with land utilization. In the succeeding paragr~phs, the summary deals with 

non-indigenous ccn:mercial farming, and gives Gome st&tistics on forestry and 

mining. 1hen, in paragraphs 23 to 29, the sun:mary deals with development plans 

and programmes and develo:pment financing. Paragraphs 30 to .39 deal with land 

tenure and land alienation. 
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Annex II, which contains some draft observations and conclusions submitted 

by the Committee to the Council for its consideration, follows the same general 

pattern. Paragraphs 1 ~o 3 deal with population and general questions. 

Paragraphs 4 to 9 deal with land utilization and paragraphs 10 and 11 with land 

tenure, land legislation and land alienation. 

I should like at this stage to pay a very warm tribute to the assistance 

r~ceived by the Committee from its Secreta:ry, Mr. Robinson, and other members 

of the staff of the Secretariat who have helped in this respect. We are very 

conscious in the Committee of the very great value of the work put ·into this 

report by .Mr. Robinson and others in the Secretariat. Indeed, this help has 

been an indispensable part of our work. 

I should also like to pay a warm tribute to the part - taken in our 

deliberations by the representatives of the specialized agencies -- FAO, ILO and 

UNESCO. They took an active part in our discussions and, if I may say so, were 

most helpful in connexion with the preparation of the two annexes to the report. 
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(Sir Andrew Cohen, United Kingdom) 

May I a;lso ~say~: , before I go on to · ti1e 'ne:x:t :- point,' that we wer~ greatly 

assisted in our -work by the Special Repre~enta.tiv~ 6f tl~e Administering ·Autho:ri ty 

who was invaluable to us in getting at 't11e facts upo11 "1hich our report was based 

and who generally played a most helpful par't in a~·s:tsting the Commi t'tee in its 

wort. I would like to: expres~ :specihl' appreciation· for· that help. 

I nmst; to some extent,.. 'on this occasion come to the Council in sack cloth , and 

ashes because, having been the Chainno.n of a Committ~~ w·hich has produced a report 

on t his subject, 1 no\-1 have ·to appear before the Council with no less than 

twelve atrnfodmen't;s ~ • The·se amendments I gave to . the . Council . informally yest.~rday 

in the shape of a staten'.ent prepared by my delegat1on~ They have now been 
' .• . 

circulated as ro·r tnal am~·ndments which I wish to submit as representative of the 

United Kincdom. 

.. ;. ._- ,, 

1rhese amenclme11ts arise from the fact that ail members of this Council . are 

partimilarly at this ntage· of our deliberations working under considerable pre_ssure, 

and some clarifications on points of fact could not be obtained until -.tl1is sto.ge • • 

Having said that/ I think I owe it to the Council to make some co~ents on 

these amendments. Although there are twelve of· ti1em, many of them ·are '·or very 

little i mportance indeed. I have taoulated the amendments in four different 

categories. Numbers 1,· ·2, 5,- and 7 are ininor factual amendi,~ents on the basis of 

factual information supplied to me ' by the 'represento.ti ve of the Admini~tering :~ 

Authority' and I do . not'.' think '' they nee~1 ··civ~ lllllCh :pause to ti1e ·c~un~11: 

Amernlment NO. l~ in'. merely · :f.'01~· the purpose err' biar'ify~nci ; a ta1?le ·\-;hich appears 

in pa:cagraph 11 'of · the · summarJ i~ the report~ Here, aGain, there is nothing of any 
I ( · • 

consequence. 

Arriendments tJos·. 3, 8, 91'ancl 10 are :J?u:i~ely verbal ' corrections, and these are 
' .. : .. :· . .... 

of no con·sequence. 

I perhaps should deal at a little greater length with amend~ent. No. 6 which 

relates to the • questioif of avo.ilabili ty of land for a gricultural purpoSes. This 

pm.·agraph , p·aragraph l4 • of the report, perhaps was incomplete in that _it d~d not 

refer at all to -t1.:1e statement ·whibh 'was made in the anm'.ial report ()f _ti1e . 

Administerinr;' Authority and' 1n~re ·: thaii\)nce, J think,' in 'the a.~'lib~;ati~~ii in -~his 
. ' ·. ·, . ·.- ' .. .~-. . , . •• . - . • , • -~ .' • . 

CounciJ., the ·statement ·which appeo.rs ' in · the annual report that there is no land 

shortage at present. Since this is a factual statement, it is obviously necessary 
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that this point she,uld be covered in this factual report. Therefore, we 
•. ' 

propose putting in a sentence to cover this. 

There is also a small correction to make more accurate a. reference too. 

statement by the Minister of Territories., . 

Following that, I have turned to annex II and there are two amendments 

there. They appear bulky, but that is because . I thought it simpler to revea.t ' 

the existing text with the amendments rather than to ask the members of' the 

Council to plow through a lot of detailed amendments. In fact, the changes made 

are not very extensive and I think make very little difference to the ceneral 

sense of these proposed recommendations. 

The first one in paragraph l follows the amendment which I have already 

mentioned in para.graph 14 of the factual report. Since the Administering 

Authority has informed us that there is no land shortage at -present, it is clearly 

undesirable that this Council should put in its recommendation a statement which 

suggests that there is a land shortage at present. The general sense of the 

comment that if the necessary steps are not taken, there may be a serious land 

shortage at some future staGe is the important point, and that remains as it was 

before, 

The same principle applies to the amendment which I proposed to paragraph 11 

of the draft conclusion. I have been informed by the representative of the 

Administering Authority that, on the basis of information which he has obtained, 

there are no alienations of land taking place in heavily populated areas except 

for residential business, mission and administrative purposes, and these are not ' • 

on arable land, But it is clearly most undesirable that the Council should make 

a recommendation in the terms "but expresses some concern that alienations are 

still continuing in certain of the heavily populated areas11
, If this is not the 

case, I think the recommendation arises from a very natural misinterpretation of 

some figures appearing in one of the appendices to the Administering Authority 1 s 

annual report. The general sense of this passage is the same. The import.ant 

sentence is 11 The Council trusts that the Adm:i.nistering Authority will as far as 

practicable limit further alienations in such areas to land required for public 

purposes". This remains the same and, I sucgest, is the important thing. 
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. Although these -amendments, . to sum up, are extensive ~- and I must again 

apologi z.e to the CouncJl for having come . forward with these amend.inents - ·- they 

do not, in fact, in any sense . alter the general tenor of the report, ancl ·r do 

not thinl,;: they are of great importance. I might _ perhaps mention .also . that there 

has been some discussion of a passage aboi.tt nutrition appearine; in paraeraph 6 
of ,-tµe factual report. I thin]'.: it_ possible that the representative . ~!'" WHO 

may have something to say about this. I have nothing m9re to say about '. it myself 

a~- the .. moment. 

I · would lilrn to refer to one other point. During the., course of our 

discussion of. the report on Ruanda-Urundi, the representative of India, my 

friend Mr. Rikhi Jaipal, made some very interesting observations, and I -would 

like to rGfer to them. He sugcested tha.t the Ccrmnittee might attempt in the . 

future to enumerate a set of "do 1 s and don 1t 1 s11 or a set of principles· for 

general application concerning land, and he very mildly and courteously phrased . 

regret that the1·e was nothing of this sort in the .report on Ruanda-Ul'undi. I 

replied to these observations. I said, .· as I have just said now, -that . I thought 

that they were very interesting suggestions and I thought they ,,tere things which 

should be care;fully studied by the members of the Co1mni ttee a.t some future · 

meeting. I added, if I might venture to say . so, that it woulcl be easier to make 

this study after . the Food and AGriculture Organization had sent in its expert 

observations which could then be taken into account by the Committee. I am only 

mentioning these things because I do not want either ,the representative of India 

or any other member of the Council to .feel that we have ignored these suggestions 

in relation to .the current report. The fact is .that .-when the suggestions were 

,made, the current · report was very larc;ely uncoinpl,eted, and in saying that we • 

would do this in the future, I had it in mind that we "'ould do. it at the next 

session 9f'. the Colmcil when I hope we s.hall have .the ohservations of FAO. I 

have nothing more to say except to submit this. report for the consideration of the 

Council. 



FGB/gso 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): He have before us the 

report (T/1599) of the Committee on Rural Economic Development of the Trust 

Territories, to t:·1e Annexes of which the United Kingdom delegat:l.onhas submitted 

a number of amenc1ments (T/L.870). 
/ 

Nr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from 

Russian): The USSR delegation bas carefully studied this report and, as in the 

case of the preceding report, its conclusions are again somewhat disappointing. 

We have the impression that the Com.~ittee on Rural Economic Deveiopment of 

the Trust Territories has largely ignored its prin~ipal purpose under the 

resolution adopted _py __ the General Assembly at its ·twelfth-session. It clid not pay 
-------- -•····· .. --------·· 

nttention t.o the q_ucstion of lnhc1. o.licnntion, S:Jecific.o.lly, 0 1· to that i1nproved 

agricultural methods to be used by the indigenous population. Otherwise, how 

would it be possible to explain the recommendations which have been put forward 

by the Committee and which appear to be in conflict with the genuine needs and 

int,2rests of the ind.igenous inhabitants and of the Territory itself? The 

Cor.:..~i ttee I s conclusions and recommenci.ations are even in conflict with the facts 

ccnta.ined in the descriptive part .. of its report. Those facts cuntainecl. in the 

b0dy of the report show that the conditions of the incligenous inhabitants u.rc 

most adverse ancl that land continues to be alienated. They reveal also very 

primitive agricultural methoci.s and grave economic and social consc~uences of the 

Terr::..tory 1 s c.:ilonial status. 

These facts, even if we do not list theI!l all but talte just a fm1 by way of 

a sample, should not have been overlooked in the drafting of the Connnittee 1 s 

recormnenclatioris and conclusions. Paraeraph 6 of the report, for example, states: 
11 Ill-health may be a contributo:::-y cause of low productivity. From 

hospital stati'stics it uould appear that malaria, tropical ulceni, yaws, 

leprosy 1 tubercuL:>sis, pneumonia 1 - malnutrition and sanitation diseases 

remained the chief causes of ill-health. Pneumonia (y) . -32 per cent), 

malaria (10.81 per cent), T.B. pu1L1onary (6.15 per cent), malnutrition 
I 

(5.64 per cent) and diseases of sanitation were among the principal causes 

of cleath in Administration hospitals in 1956-1957. Malaria io widespread 

and is the greatest caus~ of morbidity ...• Investigations were continued 
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info· the causes of the newly discovered KURU a::i:sea.se. ~. ' 0n~>possible 

cause ~~y be nutritional deficiencies, : and these/ particularly the iaclc of 

adequate protein in the diet, are gerieraily c6risidered to be a prime• cause 

of indigenou$ ill-health .... Illiteracy and ~: l0\-1 ievel of education tend to 

hamper efforts to improve productivity." 

It would seem from paragraph 11 of the report that the total area of the land 

utilized to meet the requirements of the indigenous- inhabitants is approximately 

l,-5GCY;ooo···acres, while the total acreage of alienated or leased land is 

approxfmately 1,700,000 acres. The report also confinns indications that there ___ __ _., 
~ - • • ,--··-

is a s~si±'t?g~ __ of land in certain areas for indigenous agriculture. In the 
__ __ ...... - •• ·· ·--- ··•·· •• :·· -···-- ···· • ··•··· · ··-··· "· · -· ···- ····-·-· -··· ··• ---·· ... ··· ···- ··-···- ·· .. . .. . 
future this land shortage may become serious. 

I shall not list all these facts which the ,Committee includes in the body 

of its report. I merely wish to draw attention to who holds the key posit.ion 

in agriculture in New Guinea. A very accurate indication of this may be found 

in paragraph 17. From the information supplied there it can be seen that during 

the year under review -- the year ended 30 June 1957 -- the indigenous ,inhabitants 

pro~uced 16,500 tons of copra while the non-indigenous producers produced 

approximately 70,000 tons. In the case of cocoa beans, indigenous production 

amounted to 630 tons, encl in the case of cof.fee it was 63 tons compared to 

scme 200 tons produced by non-indigenous growers. All this shows that the l~ey 

position in the Territory's agriculture is held by the non-indigenous population. 

What are the conclusions of the Committee, and ·what are its recommendations'Z , 

Its conclusions and re~Qmmen.42-:.t,ions are ~~~-~sn.ed _to _ju~tify the. ~.':Cl:~~~ng 

-s1~~ the Territory and to encourage the Administering Authori t;· ~l;~ 

continue along present lines. ·---Let us take paragraph 3 of the draft --

observations and cone us-iozw, -for example. It begins by noting that adult 

literacy remains at a high level, and that only about 50 per cent of the 

children of schoo~ age are re'ceiving primary education. It adds that: 

"malaria, tropical ulcers, tuberculosis, leprosy, yaws and pneumonia continue 

to be important diseases; nutritional deficiencies, particularly the lack of 

adequate protein in the diet and sanitation diseases are a prime cause of 

ill-health throughout the Territory; and scosono.J. food shortages occur in . 

certain areas." 
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Ha vine saicl all this, the Com."Ili ttee arrives at the followine; conclusion: 

"The Council commencls the Administering Authority for the action taken to , . ' 

cleal with these problems and trusts that it will devote particular attention 

to them in the future." 
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The.re seems to be a non-sequitur here. 

_(Mr. Lobnnov ,. USSH) 

What is :the reason for sucb:: 

commendation · when ~fter seve-nty years of' fm.•eign administration of the Territory 
• ·_ .• .... : • • \ . . . 

all the se horrible social phenomena are still extant'l I think that even with 
. . . . 

·the utmost liberalism_ in approach, one should have hesitated before suggesting . . . . . ' . . . • • • , -: 

such ·recommendations to the Council. 

The same can be said about the recommendations on ,land aliene.tio._,n • .. 

Instead of a categorical suggestion that .an end. should be put .to such alienation 

and that the land alienated be returned to the indigenous owners, the Committee, 

and especiali)" _the amendments of the United Kin_gdom, in fact justify continuing 

land alienation. I think that it would not be a mistake to say that the report 

:does not ·con~a-in a single recomm--ion of a. radical nature that w~~ld-- • • 

uphold the interests of the indigenous inbabi tants. But there is_ a plethora · 
---•- •_. - ' - •..:...-• - •- •-••-••:...__.:7"--- -••---- ••-r------•--, • ----C, 

of quite -·unjustified pro.ise for the Administering Authority . .. The Soviet 

dele gation cann~t__"."'"'"~-~=-= --~-~~~-'~-ch a_:1. approac:_~! . We . also reserve our r .ight to 

speak on individµo.l _parts of _the_ report as it is. voted on. 

Vir. KELLY (Australia): I should like to invite, _the representative 

of the World Health Organizat.ion_t.o offer any observ?,tio_ns he may feel disposed --to ~ _Q.Qf:fer wi tb reference to a particular phrase in paragraph 6 ,. 
- - ------ - ---------- ·-· ·- -· - ··- ·- --- - ~ -- . - - • 

of annex I of the . report. I am referring to the sentence beginning with the 

words "One possi)J:)..e cause may be nutritional deficiencies". That· part o:f;the 

sentence clearly r~lates to thi~ newly-discovered kuru disease. · The second 

part of the sentence . does not relate to , the newly -discovered-kuru_ disease 

and seems to be a statement of gen_eral application, _?,nd in the form . in_ which _it 

is put it is a statement with _which the Adoiniatcring_ Authority 1:1ould find 

difficulty in concurring. _I would lil<.e to reconsider this pl1rase in the l _ight 

of any observations that th_e represe~ti:;i,~ive of the World Health Organization 

may choose to offer. 
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Dr. SACKS (World Health Organization): I have a brief observation 

on this particular sentence. Recently, Sir Macfarlane Burnet, the distinguished 

Director of the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute . in Melbourne, Australia, has 

reported on the i'nvestigations carried out on the disease which has been . 

"~.· He has indicated in this report that it is probably due to a toz;u:_cause 

or t~neration of genetic or hereditary origin. Nutritional deficiency had 

previously been considered a possible cause of the disease, but in view 

of the continuing research on this problem, and of which there is an unknown 

cause, the Council may wish to consider this particular phrase. 

In addition, as regards the subsequent part of the sentence, namely 

"par:t,icularly the lack of adequate protein ..• 11
, it should be noteg. that 

malnutrition is already listed, in the third line of that same paragraph 6, as 

one of several diseases which are chief causes of ill-health in the Ter~itory. 

The situation as described in the annual report of the Administering Authority, 

and WHO's observations on public health in New Guinea at a previous session, 

is reflected in .the sentence which reads subsequently, namely: 

"The n~ona.Ls:tandard....of' the population is rising but -there _is in 

certain areas an insufficiency of first class pro~ein_inthe diet leading 
to Jllalnutri-tion." _.--------- ·- ·- -- ··- --

I felt obliged to introduce this in view of my own intervention in the Committee. 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): I might' want to say something later 

on this particular point which has been commented on by the representative of 

the World Health Organization. I think that his comment, although put in the 

most courteous terms, possibly may be taken as a criticism not only of the 

substance but of the drafting, in that he has drawn attention to the fact that 

this remark in a sense duplicates, but not quite accurately, two other sentences 

in the same paragraph. I daresay that I am not quite ' sure what conclusion I 

am to draw. He appears to have, I think in the local phrase, pulled the rug out 

from under both sections of this sentence. I wonder whether the Council 

ought to pull the sentence out of the report and whether that would not be the 

best way of doing it. I am largely in the hands of the Council in this 

matter. 
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Mr. r.ASGOTEA. (India): My deleg9,tion has always reserved some very 

s1;ecial affection for the work of this Committee. We have in the past made 

some observations and recommendations and, as the representative of the 

United Kingdom, Sir Andrew Cohen, pointed out, for various reasons it was not 

possible to take those recommendations into account while framing the report 

that we are now considering.:. I wo.uld, however, like to say that on the whole 

my delet:ation finds this report helpful and we are glad of., the opportunity 

to consider the report. I may perhaps add that we are in the peculiar. 

position ' just . now of considering some amendments tabled by the Chairman 

of the Committee in his capacity as the representative of the United Kingdom. 
I 

If this report were to be voted upon as it stands, we should have been very 

glad to support it. · Amendments are, however, a different matter and it r.my 

not be possible for rJy delegation to vote in fa-.rour of all the amendments 

tabled by the United Kingdom .delegation. 

However, we will come to those amendments later. But I would like you, 

Mr. President, to note my request for a separate vote on each amendment at 

the time when the amendments will be voted on. 

Mr. KELLY (Australia): I think it would be helpful to the Council 

if I were to mak~ one or two general observations on .the report on the Trust 

Territory of New Guinea in so far as rural economic develoument is concerned. 
' • .. . i 

At the outset, I would like to express my appreciation to the four :representatives 

who consituted this Committee and who, at great sacrifice to .themselves, have 
. . 

done their .best to produce a. report which will factually reflect the present 

conditions in the Territory. 

The Co.mini ttee has gone to great pains, as has the Administer in g. J..uthor:L ty; 

to present the factual position quite accurately. We brought certain matters 
--- ----·•- ----------- - --- • • • -· - ·-·--·····- --·--... 
to the attention of the Committee while it was in session and subsequently 

found that there were other points, mainly of fact, which have not ·been brought 

clearly to the attention of the Committee, and we subsequently passed them on 

to the Chairman of the Committee for his consideration. 

As far as .all the factual amendments to annex I are concerned, I may . say 

that in principle they reflect the position in the Territory as it is at the 

present time. I will now turn to one or two ceneral observations which I think 

is necessary to emphasize. 
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Page 87 of the annual report -contains this considered conclusion of the 

Administering Authority: 
11 In. all areas, the people have sufficient land for their requirements 

and food is plentiful;'. 

From tim~ to time, iri isolated areas; slight seasonal shortages come into 

existence. As soon as they are detected, they are remedied by the Administering 

Authority which, while it may be able to do much in the Territory, is not yet 

in o. position to command the weather of the Territory . . _Climate escapes its 

control. 

The second point I would like to make is with reference to the word 
11alienation". In Australia, the word 11alienation11 is used ordinarily to refer · 

. . 

to the transfer' of public lands, of national lands, to private citizens by sale. 

In United Uations circles, the word 11alienation'1 seems .to mean primarily 

the transfer of land in fee simple from the indigenous inhabitants to non­

-indigenous inhabitants. So far as the Australian administration of the Trust 

Territory of New Guinea is concerned1 it is true to say that practically all 

the limited amount of land now held in fee simple was transferred -- sold -- prior 

to the taking over of the Territory by the Australian administration. Since 

we assumed command of the Territory -- and I may remind the representative 

of the Soviet 'union that it was not seventy years ago -- vre have not alienated 

land in fee simple. 

What we have done, on a guarded and measured basis is to transfer 

certain lands -to the Administration of the Territory. The term "alienation" 

as used in this report refers to the transfer of land in fee simple, not always 

from the indigenous inhabitants, because unclaimed and unoccupied lands are 

usually in question, but it refers to the transfer of lands to the public 

authority in the Trust Territory. Therefore, if the Trust Territory as we 

all hope, should in. the course of years attain the final objective posited 

by the Charter, the lands alienated to the Central Administration would be the 

public patrimony of the indigenous inhabitants of the Territory. The word 
11alienation" as used in this report, therefore, is really the alienation of 

land, in many,many cases -- perhaps in most cases -- unowned, unoccu:;>ied and 

unutilized, to the c~ntral public authorities. 
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The lancls so acquired by. the central .C1.dministration p.re_ 13ranted in . some 

cases on lease to norl>•-:Lndigenous· j_nha.l,:ita.nts. The terms of the leases are 

strictly-defined. 'They t.re limited in -time, in some iniJtances ., I thipk :to 

thirty · years, in other instances to nine·cy-nii1f.: yea;:s, 1mt there is .no 

indefinite and perpetual lease grt-nt~d of the Administration lands.. In fact, 

the principle here is virtually the princj_pJ.e that obt~ins in ·canbe:rrp, 

tl::c n1J,:t;iona1 capital of Australj.2. , whc:ce Sor ' many yps.rs :iast . the p1~inciple 

of leasing public. lands to private citizens for reuidential ~and erable 

purposes has obtained, 

· That having been said, I need not conceal:.: f~om . this Council that the 

Administering . Authority and the Australian · ,Government .and :people feel 

very proud · of·, their record in the matter o:f la.nd in the Trust Territ9r;y. of--_. 

New Guinea. -rt is true, as the representative of the _ Soviet Union has , 

remarked, that there is to be found in the Territo;ry the presence of certain 

diseases, that many inhabitants of the Territory are illiterate, that much 

has -' yet to be . done ,. in the matter of public health and public education. But 

I would remind: .the · rE:!presentative of the Soviet Union that it . is the 

Administering Authority that hns discovered the presence of these diseases 

in the Territory._ It is the Administering Authority that is doing its bes_t . 

to ·eliminate these diseases. It is the Administe:ring Authority that has_ 

initiated a Territory-wide campaign for primary education and incidentally 

for, .higher education, because here we feel .called upon to discharge this _sacred 

trust which has been imposed u:pnn us. 

In certain respects, I can understand the represen·c2.tj_ves takin€; the 

view that insufficient progress has been made, but in_ the matter of land _ 

alienation, in the· strict sense in whicl;l the term is used .by many representatives 
. , . . . . 

here, I think the Administering Authority has a .record not eg_ualle!i by many 
' ' \. • . 

independent Governments. - It has safeguarded the patrimony of the Territory. 

The representative o_f the ,Soviet Union drew attention to the fact that_ 

so far as the production of cash crops was concerned, the productiyity .of 

-certain non-indigenous inhabitants l{as greater thaq. the productivity of, 

certain indigenous inhabitants. What conclusion are we to draw from that1 



THC/kkt T/PV. 0 931 
73-75 

(Mr. Kelly, Australia) 

Are we to complain that certain non-indigenous inhabitants are more productive? 

Are we to complain that certain indigenous inhabitants are not sufficiently 

productive? Surely, we must not complain if these people, who have emerged, 

within the lifetimes · of men now assembled in this Council, from an extremely 

primitive economic and social order, have only made limited progress in this 

direction? I think, if w~ examine the figures to which he referred, if we 

had the time and opportunity, we ought to congratulate the indiGenous 

inhabitants on the greatly increased productivity for which they have been 

responsible, particularly in this field of cash cropping. 

Furthermore, the Council continuously calls on the Administering Authority 
---- - -·- ·-·- ·-· -·~- - ---- ..... ... ____ ·-

to develop the econom~9- ~pacity of the Territory so that it shall not be · -------- . - ------ -- -· 
indefinitely dependent on the substantial grants that it receives from the 

Australian Treasury. The most effective way .of doing· this isto ensure that 

such lands as can be commercially exploited are commercially exploited under 

appropriate supervision and -- so far as the indigenous inhabitants are 

concerned -- with the full assistance of the Administerin3 Authority. It seems 

to me, therefore, unfortunate that anyone should deplore the productivity 

of some indigenous inhabitants of the Trust Territory. 

I turn now to a table which has, it appears, caused the representative 

of the Soviet Union some concern. It is a table about which I have a number of 

minor reservations, but I am confident that all the representatives here and 

all those who have occasion to study it will study it carefully. First of all, 

this table brings out the ,fact that the total land area of the Territory is 

59,520,000 acres and that the area of the Territory devoted to non-indigenous 

farming actually devoted·--to it at the present time -- is less than 300,000 . 

acres. The table brings out the fact that while the total forested area of . 

the Territory is 42 million acres, the area actually being commercially exploited 

for forestry is only 180,000 acres. Even with the amendment proposed by the 

representative of the United Kingdom, it is possible that some misapprehension 

may exist with respect to the concluding words of this table, where the 

appro~imate total utilized area is sho,m as 3,161,180 acres. 
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Much of that amount of 3 million odd p.Cres is in fact not being used 
. ·,_ :_· ·. 

for arable culttvation at the present time. So you have this vast area of 
• 1· ·. 

59, 520,oco acres of which only a relatively smali proportion is being used now. 

So far as the forested area is concerned, the 42_ million acres of ~vhich 

I s:!.)oke, the indigenous inhabitants are free to use it at any time without 
.. 

licence to acquire such timber as they need tor the erection of dwelling houses 

or the making of implements or what have you. 

The figures if carefully examined will show, first of all; that in no section 

of the Territory, and certainly in no densely populated section, is there at 

the present time any alienation of indigenous arable land and that in tho'se 

heavily populated areas -- and. I make this statement 1-iith the full authority 
·.: ., . 

of the Administering Authority-~ the only alienations or transfers to the 

Administration _that are taking place arie in respect of certain limited 

residential business and mission leases. But not one of those le~ses takes 

away from the indigenous inhabitants a single acre of arable land. 

That hav:ing .been said, _recalling the observations of the representative of 

Australia when he .n;ade his final statement on the examination of conditions in 

the Trust Territory of New Guinea, I must advert to the fact that paragraph 14 · 

reproduces three statements attributed in the first place to the Director 6f 

Agriculture of the Territory, :!-n the _second place to the Dire~tor of Native 

Affairs and in the third place to ~he Minister of · Territories. I ani ·not · in a·' 
. .. , . 

position to confirm the accuracy of any of the three. press statements -- I 
.·~ .. 

presume they are press statements -- reproduced here. Whatever action I may 

take on this report and whatever vote I may caste on it must not pe interpreted 

as implying anything as to the accuracy of these three statements. 

The term "Haghi, V2.lley" is scr::etitr_es used in a limited sense arid sometimes 

in an extended sense. The Waghi Valley contains, as far as my information goes, 

fewer than 150,000 inhabitants if the term is used in a strict sense. If the 

Minister of Territories made the statement that in the Waghi Valley over a period 

of years it might be necessary to arrange for .the transfer to immediately 

adjacent areas of 250,000 persons, th~ only conclusion that an authority on the. 

Territory could reach would be that it would be over a period of very many years. 
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(Mr. Kelly Australia) 

My delegation has ta!cen the view that it is unwise for this council to 

incorpo;r.ate into• its reports and documents unverified and unauthenticated press 

reports. 

That having been sa:i.d, I .think .there is no reason for me to make any 

further remarks except perhaps to advert to paragraph 36 in whi~h there is 

repooduced a statement attributed to the Australian Ccrnmonuealth Minister of 

State for Territories which refers to the somewhat haphazard acquisition of 

certain lands in the past. Now, as the delegation of Burma recently reminded 

this Council,. the Administration has at times been charged with being too 

conscientious. I make this observation -- that if this conscientious 

1'.dministration uses the phrase "somewhat haphazard", it IIDY be assumed by 

standards generally prevailing in the United Nations that the most effective 

translation of the phrase into the Russian language will be that the 

acquisition of land has been highly scientific. 

Russian): 

Mr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)(interpretation from v 
I should like to make a few brief observations in connexion with 

the statement of the representative of Australia. 

I should like to recall to the representative of Australia that New Guinea 

is a Territory that has been unde::.~ foreign admini~t:i:atlon for seventx _ye:~ ".§.1___ forty 
--c~ ----·- ---·-- -

years of which it has been under the administration of Australia. If the 

principal .merit of the administration in forty yea1~s has been to discover certain 
,,..-----·----··-·-· 

dis~..eS-,among-the-inhaoi-tants -oi'-:the ___ T_errit _QEy.., _ I m~~~t recall to the . 

rep re sent at j.ye__oLAustra.1-ia-t,ha.~-.-the s e -diseas_e.s_ were d~~vere-d ·m:a-ny--y~~rs _ag·o ----- ·--·---···•---·· ·---·--· - ·· -·-········ ·····- ·- ·· - • . - ······ ·-

by Miklukha Maldai. Many other diseases have also been discovered since that 
~ ---- ------·------

time in New Guinea but it seems that they have rrade their appearance, i _f I 

understood the. statement of the representati-,re of WHO, since the Australian 

administration. .I am thinking, for example, of the kuru disease, which is 

a recent sickness. The true merit of the MministerinG Authority, acco~ding to 

me, would lie in eliminating these disease rather than discovering them. If the 

Administering A:uthori ty did something a.long this line, then we could tn,ly 

congratulate it. Unfortunately, little has been done and we can h~:r-9-ly ___ . 
-----------·----- ----
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(Mr. Lobanov, USSR) 

I must also mention to the representative of Australia that we have no 

objection whatsoever :to the 'increase ~rsi,g,t1.9:l;iYity_in .. agriculture of the non­

indigenous population. We cal'fattention to a surprising circumstance. One 

million three hundred thousand indigenous inhabitants have far less land than the 

other utilizerp of the land, including all of those who are working with the 

Administration. One million seven hundred thousand ac~es are in the hands of 

the Administration and of those who leas~ land from it. The non-indig·enous 

populati,on does not exceed 14,ooo people. This is the source of' our preoccupation 

and not the increase in productivity of the non-indigenous popµlation. The key 

positions in agriculture are occupied by non-indigenoµs people. It seems to me 

that there has been a certain changing of tpe figures. The report says that only 

two per cent of the land has been alienated. Now, this perc~ntage is calculated 

with account being taken of the entir~ area of the Territory. How does all this 

come about? It is hard to understand. 



CF/hvr 

·, 
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(Mr. Lobanov, USSR) 

We also note that over 70 per cen~gj' the J.and._iJ?_ as yet uncultivated land. 
~' -~-----Now, could we. possibly ask a simple question? Who is it that utilizes-~t1:i:i.s 

weal'.tll in land? I am sure that it is not the indigenous population that makes 

use of this land. What happens is that these lands are leased to the non­

indigeno½s ·population, mostly, of course, to foreign concerns and interests. 

The representative of Australia referred to. the great importance which 

Australia attaches to these leasing contracts~ Of course, this is up to the 

Government of Australia .. This, in fact, is of no particular interest to us. But 

to give contracts which cover the usage and leasing for ninety-nine years of 

land which does not belong to the Government of Australia -- is this what can 

be .~onsidered alienation of land? This is most difficult for my delegation ~o 

understand. 

,I suppose that the representative of Australia feels that there is an 

important difference between leasing of lands for a period of ninety-nine years 

and the expression 11 alienation of lands". This affects not only the generation 

of today but the generations of tomorrow. 

It would seem to my delegation that it would be unnecessary to reply to all 

of the observations that were made by the representative of Australia. Whoever 

has sufficient time and patience to read even a..-mex I of the report and 

appreciate its contents will soon see that what the representative of Australia 

says i2L_in effect, something whid:1- has-- no basis and no-spirit of impartiality, 
..___ .. ---· -------------- ·------------•-----

and certainly will never be convinced by his remarks. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Council will continue 

its discussion of this report and the proposed amenck!ents thereto on Monday 

at 2.30 p.m. 

The meeting rose at 6.5 p.m. 
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TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL -- TAKE 1 

The Trusteeship Council took up as its first item this afternoon the report 

(Doc.T/1390, Corr.land Add.1) of the Secretary-General on the credentials of mem­

bers attending the current session. 

IVAN I. I.OBA.NOV (USSR) said the "only legitimate representatives" of China in 

the organs of the UN, including the Trusteeship Council, were the representatives of 

the Chinese People1 s Republic. 

The USSR, he said, considered that the credentials of "this individual who 

illegally holds the seat of China in the Counc11t1 should be rejected. He asked for 

a separate vote on the credentials of China. 

The President, AI.FRED CLAEYS BOUUAERT (Belgium) said only governments were 

represented on the Council. He urged members not to engage in "discourtesies." 

CHIPING H,C. ICTANG (China) said he represented on the Council the only Chinese . 

government established by free elections and the only government which could "right­

fully speak" for the Chinese people in the United Nations. 

RIKHI JAIPAL (India) said, for reasons which had so often been explained by his 

delegation, India recognized only the right of the People 1s Republic of China to be 

seated in the Council, 

AEMED OSMAN (United Arab Republic) said his government recognized only the 

government of the People1 s Republic of China and considered that it alone was em­

powered to represent China in the Council. 

U THANT (Burma) said that, as had been repeatedly expressed by his delegation, 

Burma also recognized only the People's Republic of China as the ttlawful and effec­

tve government of the whole of China." He therefore could not agree to the seating 

of any other representative in the Council as the representative of China. 

Mr. LOBANOV repeated that he wanted a separate vote on the credentials of "this 

individual who illegally holds the seat of China" in the Council. 

Mr. KIANG protested "strongly" against the language used by the ttprevious 

speaker." It was "almost intolerable," he said, to hear those remarks from a 

representative of a government which had been "condemned" by the General Assembly 

no less than three times during the past year .for its"aggression against Hungary." 

(END OF TAKE 1) 
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MASON SEARS (United States) said the Secretary-General in the report had 

found the credentials of all representatives to be in order. The Council, he 

said, should losically vote on the report as a whole. 

He moved under rule 60 of the rules of procedure that the Soviet request for · 

a separate vot-= on a pa::.~t of the report should be :put to the vote finrb. His 

delegation, l.e said, would Yote against this request.. 

The Council then voted on the Soviet request for a separate vote, and 

rejected it by 4 in favor (Burma, India, United Arab Republic, USSR) to 10 

age.inst. 

Mr. SEARS said the United States nespecially regrets" that the USSR repre­

sentative saw :fit to "interrupt" the work of the Council for "propaganc.a purposes~''. 

The United States position had been enunciated quite clearly and its repetition 

here would serve no purpose, he said. 

However, as the USSR representative had a.gain raised th~ issue, Mr. SEARS 

continued, he would state that, in the view of the United States, the Go-vernment 

of the Republic of China, and only that government, "is entitled" to represent 

China in this and other organs of the United Nations. 

Mr. LOBANOV said his pi·oposal had not been a "propaganda move." It was in 

the "defense of the legitimate rights of the great Chinese people." The USSR, 

he said, would "never cease" to press for recognition of the rights of the 

Chinese People's Republic to be represented in all UN organs. 

The Council then adopted the credentials report as a whole by a vote of 

10 in favor, none against, with four abstentions (Burma, India, United Arab 

Republic, USSR). 

(END. OF TAKE 2) 
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The Council then turned to conditions in Somaliland under Italian adminis­

tration and heard the closing statements by EUGENIO PLAJA, Italy's representative 

on the Council, and by HAGI FARAH ALI OMAR, Somaliland•s Minister for Economic 

Affairs. 

Mr. PI.AJA thanked those members who had expressed "general appreciation" for 

the progress made in the territory during the ~eriod under review. He noted that 

such acknowledgen:ent had come from "all delegations but one, 11 whose attitude 

seemed to stem from a "preconceived position." 

The main points whi'ch had engaged the attention of the Council this year, 

Mr. PLAJA said, were: the question of the frontier between Somaliland and 

Ethiopia, the elections, the economic development of the territory, and the 

problem of external aid to the future Somali state after 1960. 

The "great concern" about the lack of progress toward a solution of the 

fr~ntier question, he noted, was shared not only by all members -of the Council, 

but also by the administering authority and the Somali people. He hoped that the 

.statements made in the Council would contribute to "an early and prompt implemen­

tation" of the General Assembly :.:esolution calling for the establishment of an 
arbitration tribunal to settle the issue. • 

As far as the Italian delegation was concerned, Mr. PLAJA said,· "we very 
strongly hope that it will be possible for the next session of the General 
Assembly to take stock of some substantial results on this question." 

As regards the elections, he expressed gratification that the Council fully 
appreciated the present difficulties. The prevailing sentiment of all members, 
he said, seemed to be that it would not be advisable to make the next elections 
contingent upon the taking of a census. 

He emphasized that the draft electoral law, now pending before the Somali 
Legislative Assembly, was the "best solution" under the circumstances, 
notwithstanding its "inevitable shortcomings~" SUbstantially, he said, the 
plan provided under the law would have resulted in a volunteer registration of 
voters, along the lines suggested by the United States representative. 

(END OF TAKE 3) 
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Continuing, Mr. PLAJA, Italy's representative on the Council, said the 

administration would do its best to see that the new elections would be held in 

the spring of 1959. 
Regarding financial aid to Somalia after 1960, Mr. PLAJA, considered that 

the main question was who would provide the newly independent state with the 

necessary assistance. The requirements might in the long run change, but 

already there was evidence of what those needs wouJ.d be. 

Emphasizing that the necessary decisicn on this matter could be made only 

by the Somalis, he suggested that they be given the opportunity to say what they 

wanted to do. 

The consultations between the Italian and Somali Governmentson this question, 

he said, were "bearing fr1jt. 11 He did not consider it necessary to establish 

a special committee to go into the matter, as had been susgested, or to set up 

a special fund for Somaliland. To the offers of technical aid made last year 

by the administering authority could be added the offers this year by the 

United States and other countries, he said. 

He assured the Council that the administering authority and the Somali 

goverr:r:ent would l~e~p it informed of any further developments on this question. 

He suggested that time should be given to the Somalis to ~onsider the question 

and to reach the necessary conclusions. 

v.r. RAGI FARAH, Sozeliland's Minister for Economic Affairs, assured the 

Council that the Somali government was "firmly determined" to arrange the new 

elections as soon as possible, provided means were provided to guarantee that 

the elections were "really democratic" and fully in accordance with the will 

of the people. 

The opinions expressed in the Council on this matter, he said, would 

receive maximum attention from the responsible authorities of the Somali 

government and Legislature, 

On the frontier issue, he shared the hope that the arbitration tribunal 

would be established as speedily as possible. Somaliland, he said, would be 

in an "extremely serious situation" if a fair and honorable solution was not 

arrived at by 1960. 
(END OF TAKE 4) 
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On tr.e que:::tion of economic aid, HAGI FARAH ALI OMAR, Somali!.and1s Minister 

for Economic Affairs, expressed his thankfulness to the administering·authority 

and to the United. States Government for the financial and technical aid they pro­

vided for the imp~ovement of the Somali economy. 

He also e:iqr~ss2.d ap:p:t:"eciation for the various suggestions mad".! e.iu:.ed at 

setting up a sp~cie.l UN f'i.t"ld to provide financial aid to Somalia afi.:r:?r 1960, in­

cluc.1ng the ~t2..tement by th"! United Arab Republic representative that his govern­

ment ue.s prcp.: .. ::."ed to participate in the creation of such a fund. 

Ila thanked the "timely offer" of aid by the United States Government. 

Ne ::;iosafoi15.ty o:t' effectively reducing expenditures and int.!reasi~.g re.eeipts, 

he said, vou"Lo. 'l'J~ neg'..1.ected in order to strictly minimize the need for ~t:.tside aid, 

Howev€r, a~ the International Bank had pointed out, a conc~ste esst~·ance that 

such c,id 1.-;-c.s forthcoming was needed in order to overcome the 11serio~;.s crisis of 

uncertain"Ly11 in the territory. 

In this connection, Vir. HAGI FARAH said the assurances of aid by the United 

States and Italian governn:ents had restored confidence "just in time," and had 

stimulated present and future investments for continuing and completing the econ­

cmic and ~inancial development of Somaliland. 

The PRESIDE~"T said the debate on Somaliland was now concluded. The Council 

then established a drafting committee, composed of Australia, the United States, 

India and. the United Arab Republic, to prepare a report on Somaliland in the light 

of the general debate. 
Turning to other business before it, the Council unanimously adopted a United 

States resolution (Doc.T/L.869) taking note of the reports of the 1957 visiting 
mission on Tanganyika, Ruanda-Urundi and Somaliland, and the observations of the 
respective administering authorities on these reports. The reports on Tanganyika 
and Ruandu-Urundi were examined by the Council at its previous session. 

The Council then considered another report of the Ccmmittee on Rural Economic 
Development of the Trust Territories (Doc.T/1399). It contains a study of rural 
economic development in the trust territory of New Guinea, administered by Austra­
lia, covering such aspects as problems of pop,llation, land utilization and land 
tenure, land legislation and land alienation. 

Also before the Council were a series of twelve amendments (Doc.T/L.870) to 
various paragraphs cf the report as proposed by the United Kingdom. 

The Council will continue consideration of the report and the amendments to 
it at 2:30 p.m. on Monday, 28 July. 

(END OF TAKE 5 AND OF PRESS RELEASE TR/1433) 




