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AGENDA ITEMS 4d and 5
EXAMINATION OF CONDITIONS IN THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH
ADMINISTRATION: (continued)
(a) ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ADMINIS”ERING AUTHORITY FOR 1956 (T/1351, 1354, 1363
T/L.813) .
(b) PEITTIONS RAISING GENERAL QUESTIONS (T/L.813; T/PET.L and 5/11;.
T/PET.4 end 5/L. 15, 16, 17 and Add.1 and 2; T/COu.h and 5/L.2; T/PET.5/L.416,
417, 430 to 432, u5h to 451)

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Deniau, special representative for the

Trust Territory of the Cameroons under :vrench administration, took a place at the
Trusteeship Council iable.

General debate (continued)

Mr. ZADOITI (Italy): When, last year, the Council was informed of the
promulgation of Decree 57-501 of 16 April 1957 setting forth the Statutg of the
Cameroons, by which a c0n51derab1e measure of self- government was graated to the
Camerconian people, nmy delegetloﬂ after hav1ng sought some clarification from the
French representative, did not at that stage consider it proper to comment on the
various provisions of the Statute. I wish to emphasize that our attitude was not
motivated by lack of interest and appreciation for the very important step taken by
the Administering Authority. Rather, we felt, as we feel now, that a theoretical
analysis of the provisions of the Statute would hardly serve the purpose. We felt,
as we feel now, that it would have been preferable to consider the merits of this
very important document after it had been implemented. In this connexion I can
quote the old English sayiug to the effect that the proof of the pudding is in the
eating thereof. '

Ve are now in a position to state that the adoption of the S ute.was .

admirably plenaed ably timed and very well fitted to the conditvions of the

Territory. Lhe Lerrihorlal Assembly elected in December 1956 by universal adult
suffrage nes now bec0ue the new Legi latlve Aesembly --a truly representative
organ of the Cameroonlan people, Ve know that the Assemoly hes been very active in
its legislative work,'and that it will be calledlupon te solve more ﬁressing and
more importent problems in the future with a view to completing the necessary

implementation of the Statute.
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“ A Camerdonian Government enjoying the confidence of this Assembly was -
formed;ﬁaﬁd it has been replaced quite recently by a new one, as we just learned
from the rqpresentétive of France. In other words, the new democratic o
institutions have not only taken over the responsibilties required of them by
'théAStétute, but have shown considerable vitality in their accomplishments.
Thééé’éécomplishments are recorded in the documentation before us, and I shall not
take the time of the Council to enumerste them. I shall only note that in the
opinion of my delegation the new Trust State now enjoys fully all the powers
granted to it by the Statute. Ve thinlk in this connexion, that the Council
sho&ld;express its satisfaction both to the Administering Authority and to -
the Cemeroonian Government.

© It can be observed that the Administering Authority is still retaining
réertain povers. ;In this connexion we think it useful to point out.that these

powers are retained mainly because, in our view, they could not be surrendered
withoﬁtlpréjudice to the exsrcise of the responsibility incumbent on the
Administering Authority by virtue of the Trusteeship Agreement. In any event,
ve are very“gratifiéd to note that the door is left open by the Statute itself
to further enlargement of the powers of the Cameroonian institutions.

‘We think, therefore; that it would be pointless at this stage to analyse
which powvers could be further surrendered to the Cameroonisn authorities, since

the Statute guarantees that they can at any stage demand an amendment of the
Statute. '

I wvant to note with great satisfaction cne more important fact in the
political field. During the year under review an excellent relationship in the

political situation of the Territory has been noticeable between the
i ssse e I

Administering Authority and the Cameroonian people. In this connexion, we must

note wvith deep regret that while the overvhelming majority of the Cameroonian
people is united in supporting the Cameroonian Government, a small minority is
still resorting to violence. May I say very frankly that we cannot accept the
method of violence. It is well knowvm that violence calls for more violence

and that the inevitable outcome is only bloodshed and loss of human life.
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The Administering Authority, by the adoption of the emnesty law, has now
offered what I might.call the traaltlon..l ollve branch, Ve hope that th:i.s _
opportunity. will not be dlsregarded and that the situation will soon ’curn for
the batter.. In our opinion,’ the.Couneil, vhile commending the Adminl_utenng .
Autbority: for the promvlgetion of the amuesty, shou__ld also make :L-_‘;, clear to -those
congerrned that the observance of normel democratic practice is the prnconditien
for-thr. . attaimasnt of a clinate of complete trust in the Territory ﬁnri for 1its

peaceful and rapld preGress

‘Turning now, tq economic/develcpment, it -con be observed that progress in |
this field has beern TorT

here also there is ziear evidence of the emergetic way in which the

oo less L—;pec‘c{'-cular, Hovever, no cne will deny that

Administering Authority is: facing the problems of the economie development of
the Territory. In ta.s connexicn, it-is worth moting that the burden of financing
the various plaas is still norne by the Administering Autho,rity. But the
Cameroonian Government hf.ts-‘:.!ow teen closely associated not cnly with tl'__).eir
imglenentabion but also with thelr preparation, . ; :

It is true that meny problems remain to be solved, pWMmon
to all under-developed countries: budgetary difficulties, low production, Bt o
deficit in balance of trade and of payments, shortage of .capital investments,
and so forth: D[ut it is alsc true that the Administering Authority is doing
1ts best to remedy this slituation. A ten-year plen, financed mostly by FIDES
funds, has been terminated. Though its results are not known in detail,_lit is _
not impossible for us-to detect at this stage its beneficial effects.  These
effects are more evident in the ficlds of production, industrializ atlon, trade,
credit a=d so forth. . ; s

- Here: again.we believe that, the Council snould a.c:.novleclge its appreclatlon

e s i e D

to-the Adninistering Authority and to the Camgroonian Goverrment.
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Without entering into any details on the various accomplishments in
this field, I would rather confine myself to pointing out three of them
which in the opinion of my delegation deserve the full attention of the

Council, nemely the completion of a new aluminium plant at Edéa, the

i S —
creation of credit co-operatives, and in general the very interesting

ectivity of la Société africaine de prévoyance. We trust that the Council

will consider these dev &65%;;% ith mueh satisfaction.
I now come to thf social educational fields I wish to say, to begin

with, that the development in these fields is of great interest to my delegation.
We realize what an important element this development represents for tihe general
advancement of the Territory. But my delegation finds itself in a rather

peculiar situation. We know that préctically the complete totali —povWers——
have be ed to the Cameroonian Government. So we can say that in

this particular field the Cameroonian Government is entirely self-governing.
Therefore, in the opinion of my delegation it would be somewhat difficult to
comment on what the Cémeroonian Government as a self-governing body has done

in this field. It is for thet reason that we will only confine our remarks to
suggesting that the Council should express its appreciation of and its confidence
in the work of the Cameroonian Government.

In conclusion, I would say that the year under review has been one of
remarkable accomplishment. We should therefore like to.congratulate both
the-EEE;EE;;;;;;ETKETEE?Ity and the Cameroonian people, which, in our opinion,
deserve the commendation of the Council. I elso wish to express the appreciation
of my delegation to the representative of France and to the special representative
who have so well performed the difficult task of giving the Council up-to-date
and invaluable information. It has been through this information that we have
been able to discuss, in the context of the 1956 annual report, conditions in
the Territory for the year 1957 and, if I may add, for the first few months
of 1958.
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Mr. TOMEH While the deliberation in this Council were going
on regarding the Frenc

leading us to essume that there is a turn for the better in the Cameroons: first,

Cameroons, a number of events took place simultanecusly,

the adcption by the French Parliament of an amnesty law to abolish sentences
against Cameroonians for politicel infracticns committed before 2 January 1956,
provided that such Camerconians were not deprived of their liberty for a
twenty-year duration; secondly, the resignation of the Priwe Minister, Mr. Mbida,
Preceded by & change of a High Commissioner. _
Nevertheless, the scanty trickle of information received about the French
Cameroons during our deliberations geoes to show that the situation is not as
happy as we desire it to be. We gather that rebel bandg_gggﬁ;ggg_&hgir
activities in Sanaga-Maritime and the-Bamiléké#;EEZSE:M To put an end to such

r"—‘-'_'__——'-__ e b
a state of affairs, military enforcements amounting to two companies were

declared to come from French Equatorial Africa. 1La Presse de Cameroun wrote
on 14 and 15 December that the UPC need not hope that the army shall be
S

leaving at the end of several weéks or several months -- the ermy would remain

as lcng as the rebellion was takihg place,

At the same moment that the French Parliament granted the awnesty law,
the subdivision of Nganmbe witnessed between 15 Decenber and mid-Jenuery
a massacre in which a large number of innocent men, wemen and children lost their
lives, Political prisoners in Edéa have been compelled to undergo forced labour
without being permitted the visit of medical officers. - Some of them, like

Kameni Anatole, delegate of the Association de Notables Kamerounais to the

eleventh session of the General Assembly of the United Netions, have been
exiled to unknown places. Others, like Jean Bayiha, are subjected to corporal
pﬁﬁiéiéent. ¢ B - T ik —

In December 1957, it was reported thet Dr. Marcel Bebey-Eyidi, publisher

of the Weekly'periodical, LiCpinion eu Cameroun, and petitioner to the Fourth

Committee at the eleventh session of the General Assembly had been arresded
for re-establishing a dissolved organization. '

On T Januvary 1958, The New York Times reported that over a seven-week
period, twenty-nine had been ki%igiﬁgnd seventeen kidnapped ~-- all this to show

e

that the situation in the French Cameroons at the present time is far from being

normal.
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We do not need to investigate at length the causes of this unhappy state
— T —

of affairs. e all know the -facts of history. Whet is teking place nov in

tire Caneroons is but a manifestation of the deep revival that is taking place

--'-'-'-_'-'_-'-'-"—-"—-_——_
thro awakening to their rights and

nd Asiz vhere pe

dignities and revolting against .a rule arbitrarily imposed on them,
The division of the Cameroons.into British and French —arbitrary and

accidentgle. I%t.is enough to quote a short passage from the Encyclopaedia

Britannica: .
"During Vorld War I British and French troops conguered the Cameroons
and in 1916, after the Germen forces had been defeated, France and

Great Britoin agreed upon a temporary divisioning of the Territory,

which gave the former about nine-tenths of the Territory, whereas the
section adjoining Nigerie .came under British control. In July 1919,
the Cameroons was Iormally divided by the London Declaration signed
by Great Brltaln and France.

Those years did not witness only the division and subdivision of the Cameroonsy”

bui many other countries in the world, including my own, suffered the same

fate. Thus, vhereas now we have to deal with +the French and British Cemercons

separately, it is obvious that dqzigg,the~99xm&n_QQaupﬂiéeﬁftﬁié"ﬁsz'ﬁ?ﬂ*“
ﬁf{iiijfgggmétﬁ.

The trouble that we have been facing in the last quarter of the century
stems from this fact, namely, thet peoples under colonial rule have coume to
realize more and more. that tqer ea ﬂnot carry on & neavy load of injustice
aroitrayily 1mposed upon nhem. _

The Cameroonians are no exception to this situetion. In their political
development in recent times, tue problem of reunification has been vasic and
predominant. From 1926 to 1935, the League of Nations had béén flooded with
petitions urging unification. In the last three years, 40,000 petitions were
sent to the Council in support of 1ndepenaence and unlty.

The French Government proceeded with reforms to tranquilize the country,
but the condition necessary for execubing reform, which is to have co-operation
between the indigenous population.-and the Adwinistering Authorities, does not

seen to exist.



ATfib /pV.871
' 14-15

(tir, Tomeh, Syria)

The dissolution of the UPC constitutes an unfortunate development in
the relations between the French authorities end the Cameroonian people, for .- .
my deiegation believes that a better and more pe&ceful situaﬁion would.have
devel_cl;gea if this dissolution did not take place,
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It appears from the statement of a Cameroconien petitioner to the Fnurth.
Cgmmitteg_thai;negotiaticnsfldid et one time take place between French
representanivgé and a representative of the UPC. On 30 Novemwber 1957,
lir. iloumie of the UPC was asked vhat had been the outcome of the meeting betveen
himself end lir., d'Arboussier. Lir. biowiie replied that bkir. d'Arboussier had
sought him out and had invited him to leave the opposition and to collaborate
with France. DMNr. d'Arboussier had told him that if he agreed to taie part
in the elections he would have the support of France, which would endeavour
to find him aministerial post. ir. lioumie replied that he was not fighting
to satisfy his personal smbition but to defend the interests of the Camerconian
people.

With regard to the Seeswia.sf the Cameroons published in the Journal
Officiel of the French Republic of 13 April 1957, for the intrcducticn of Which
the Trusteeship Council commended the Administering Authority end considered it
to be an important step towards the atteinment of its objectives, my delegation
wishes to malie the following observetions.

First, the Snatute does not contain any stipulation sbout intermediate
targets in the development of the Territory for the attainment of self-government

and independence. We wish to observe, at the same time, that neither the opening
statement of the representative of Frence nor of the special representative
contained anything to that effect. The implementetion of the Council's
recommendations in accordance with Article 76 b of the Charter is in order and
would, in the opinion of my delegation,contribute greatly towards bringing peace
to the region and towards better relaticns between France and the Cameroons.

Secondly, e reading of the Statute leaves the impression that the integration
- of thg French eroons into the French UniSE—EE’ggnxam@&a%e&ﬂmsn&m‘ he
creatio en independent Cameroons. 1 wish particularly to refer to article 8
of the :;Z§E€E“grvtngﬂﬁaéég;ons= citizens the right to enjoy the several civic

and socialrights of French citizens and giving at the same time French citizens

by virtve of reciprocity sll the rights ettaching to the status of citizens
of the Camerccns. Ve believe that thisreciprocity is much more in favour of

French citizens than Cameroons' citizens for obvicus reasons as to nugber and
qualifications.
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Thxrdly, in splte of a lond list enmneratlng methods whlch fall under the
Jurlsdiction of the Leglslative Assembly and the local government, the fact
remains that the powers are more formal than actual in view of the great
authority given in the Statute to the ngh Commissioner, 1 believe that this
matter has been amply dlscussed during our deliberatlons and does not warrant
any further analyuls. The normal and logical result both in the interegts of
France and the Camerooos wogid vet fi}st, to ascertain the rights of the
Ca.meroons to indepe_n_dénoe and uﬁity'; secondlsr, to encourage the setting up
of democratic politioallpaf%ieé stending for unity and indepéndenca} and, thirdly,
to inveot the legislaﬁive and egeootive authoritios of the Cameroons with:actﬁal'

powers., P il

With regord to tha(f::;;:iizéi-ugtion, it is obvious that, if the resources
of the country are fully ited and if mining and industry __g_;ie_’__gev'eloped more’
an@_gggg,,ohe-indigenous population would enjoy & higher standard of living. It
would be redundant to bring up again -ell the points that have been raised and

discussed with the speoial_represéntative end the representative of France. But
my delegatioh wishes to subscribe to tho cbservation in peragraph L7 of the
working document (?/1..813) to the effect that African participation in commerce
and industyy-has b relatively emall up to the present time.

As tp lahour 1though toijfﬁggf__gggg_ggz the Overseas Territories lays
down the right to work, the principles of equallty of remuneration and of the
total payment of wages in cesh and recognizes freedom of association and the right
to strike, tho labour situation between employers and employed is far from being

a satisfectory one. lMr. Ngom of the Conféddration Cénérale Cameronnaise de

Travail, petltloner to the Pourth Committee on Monday, 25 November 1957, explained
how since 19k, when the right to form trade unions hed been recognized in the
Territory, that right met with pronounced hostxllty from the employers and the
authorities. He cited as an example of the policy of repression to which the

trade unions and workers had been subjected slnoe 1955 the case of the agricultural
woriiers on the rubber plentation at Dizengué in Sanaga Maritime. Those woriers

had been on strike for a month in 1955 in defence of their trade union rights and '
in protest against a wage of 146 frencs a day. Troops had been sent in and the
organizers of the strike had been given sentences ranging from one to four years

of imprisonment. All the workers who had belonged to the union, who emcunted to
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more than nalf the 3,500 worﬁers on the plantutlon,\had been dismlssed and
ruthlessly turneﬁ out of their huts. - The funds and the carus of the union nal
been confiscated. The director of the company, and this 15 from his statement,

a French senator, had forbidden any activ1ty by the CuKT on the planbation, whlch

covered an area of slxteen by eight uilometres. Other 1nstances vere also
nentione& to yrove that the relations bebwe

‘0%
accordance with Lhe terms of ;

1€ Labour Code of‘ the Cmeroons.

Viith regard to éEEEEEIEEj‘Fy delegation vlshes to lay uﬁ*Etni empha51s on
thise field Tt is our custcm to di:cuss polltlcal 11fe in the beglnnlng and '
eddcaticnal’ llfe at the end.' I bel;eve it woulu be more adequutﬂ to follow the
revﬁ?ée'ordef, for, es I had oceasion to say, political 1ife is meaningless uitnout

an\educationgd foundabion. Hare I way note, as has alreudy been noted, the

grea '“‘aparlty thut exlsts 1n eaucauuon betueep the North and the South _
Cameroons un& also between the nuﬁoer of publac primary'schuola and private _
primary schools. We bﬁlieve that the Aumlnistering Authority should uevute much
nore care than thcy have qo far to the sjstem of public education an& ihs'
necessary ehnanslon. It does seem, on the other hand,, that the number of
lndlgenous teacheru is relatively 5mall to cope umtn the Eituation, and thut

particular attention ouvht to be devoted to Leachers' schcolg and to fundgmental

eﬂucatlon.

74 thin{ it would be appropriaue 1n tbls general debate to umpnub rcsome

basmcprinciples in cuntradxutlncblon to speciflc points, as I om afraid tlat

-

i

5 lengthy discussmon of detamls and particulars wey be conducivc to 1051nw slght
of the ultimate objectives. For here we are face to face not only with sneciflc B
cases pertaxning s speciflé colonial countrles, but also wlﬁh 2 deflnlte _ u
mentality'and paychology inspiring a whole system, for the remcdy of.which the'f
Trusteeshlp System has been &evlsed It haq been customary in certain countrles,
and unfortunutely so, ﬁo descrihn as Comnunist ony nationam anti colonlal
liberatlng movement in Alrica or Asia. I shell hohever, be cuﬁtent to quoba &
Vestern writer -- in facn, an ﬂmericanwrxter -- lir. C L. Sulzborger of Th,

Hew Yori ;ives, commenting On certaln unfortunate and trdgic evcnts that have

teken plece rucently. Under the title "Tnc Lgonies of Giv;ng Up Erplre" ln wrote:
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"It is almost as cruel and bloody & process to relinquish as to make

e
en empire, This old truism of history was learned successively by Ronme,

i ._F_-_______,__————_._.______——'—'N-.__-.-—'—-_.______-__
. Madrid, Vienna and Constantinople. Now again London and Paris are

— ap——" e ———————
acquainting themselves with its sad, bitter verity."

L -
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Partitioﬁ, such as occurred in ‘the Camercons, has unfortunately becowe &
prototyﬁgﬂggﬂgﬁternational settlements. But partition, says Sulzberger, in ..
India produced millions of dead and a permanent brink of var in Rashmir. Partition
in my own country, Palestine, produced twolfull—scale Arab-Israeli wvars. I quote
agein from his erticle:

"When Woodrow Wilson, a coolly reasonable man, unlocked the

Pandora's box of nationelism feorty years azo, he did not foresee

that cool reason was the least element which would apply in solving

the difficulties presented as, one alter another, new groups of

people demended the right of nationhood and their old rulers fought

to check the pace of imperial dissclution.“

We have been reminded by scme representatives at this econference table
of principles of morslity. It is really gratifying to hear this. I can assure
you, Mr. President, in all modesty and humility, that there is no subject on
vhich I like to dwell more than the subject of morality. But morality is neither
slenderous nox arrogant. Morality is humble and loving, because it suifers for
its own and other people's sins. lMorality puts the disturbing, challenging
guestion to every men:. Am I my brother's keeper? Whnen enswers are inscpired
by this question, I cen assure you, ilr. President, that many oi humanity's ills

will be healed, not only in the Cameroons, but elsewvhere in the world.

Mr. KCSCLIUSKO-MORIZET (Frence) (interpretetion from French): I do

not wish to intervene at this stage of the debate; I shall be able to answer the
varlous points raised vhen I make my finel statement on all the comments which
have been mede, But there is one Tactual point rezarding which I should like to
make a correction.

The representative of bSyria referred to talks between Mr. loumie and

—

Fr. d'Arboussier, c rsabicnos to which e Moumie slluded in the Fourth

. -_’—--___-“'_-"- .
Cormittee. At that time, the version which he had piven of these conversations

seenad to me rather extracrdinary, having known lir. d'Arboussier [or a long
tirwe and knowing his struzzle for the emancipation of the peoples cnd the

establishment of a Franco-African community based on liberty, eguality and
——— ——— e ——
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fraternity. 'Nevertheless, as I wished to check these things and their sources,
I said nothing at that time because I wanted to get in touch with lr. d'Arboussier

himself. I am ncw in a position to say, not only with the authorization, but at

the express wish, of Hr. d'irboussier, that this version of the conversations

is absolutely fantastic and that r. d'Arboussier never made the comments which
“*ﬁ-ﬁ-—-—_____

vir. Moumie attributed to him at that tine.

)

The ERESIDENT (interpxytw@ from Spanish): The statement of the

representative of France ﬁ;lk/éppear on the record.

Mr. SYLVAIN (Haiti) (interpretation from Irench): The new Statube
e e e e e e e >, i P-—-—-_—'_

vhich, by virtue of the loi-cadre of 23 June 1956, the French administration,
by the Decree of 28 Januery 1957, grented to the Cameroons, is indeed a step
ab-oi-tie contractuel end of the T-usteeship .

forward towards the

fEreenent by vhich France is committed to lead the Territory, according to the
freely expressed wishes of the population, towards self-government or
independence. _ . _ _ _ ] ‘
The former Territorial Ascembly has been replaced by & Legislét;ve Assenbly
elected by universal suffrage, the attributions of which are still too limited,

in the opinion of my delegation, but nevertheless are a.step towards autonony.

By virtue of the nev Statute, o Cameroonian Government has been established,

vhose Prime liinister, appointed by the Iiigh Commissioner, is invested by the .
Assembly, which can overthrow him throuch a vote of censure adopted by a two-thirds
majority. Finally -- end I think that this should be stressed -- this Legislative
Assembly can, by resoliution, request an amendment ol the Statute. The Cameroons
under French administration has moved, according to the text of the laws, from

the status of an edministered Territory to thet of a Trust Territory.

However, z careful confrontetion of the text with the reality as it now
i

appears in the new Trust Territory since the premalgabticn of tlhe Stabute; has notb
contributed to allay the misgivings which my delegation, vi.ch hay parsicipated
actively in the work of the Council for the last five years, has not ccased to
voice. tould it be timely to recall on this occasion the traditional position

taken by Haiti in colonial metters and those which are comnected with them, such
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as the one now ‘before us? Our thankfulness and cur filial admiration towards
France, to wnich we owe the great benefit of our culturé and our passion for
freedom, has always prompted us to pay careful attention to its moral 1ntere 85
to its influence and prestige throughout the world. That is why the reserva tlonu
wvhich my delezation may have to express in regard to French aduinistration
proceeds from this spirit. The positién of prineciple of thé Heitian Governmént;
in regard to colonial matters in general, and particularly concer nln; the '
Cameroons, is known vy the Administering Authorities, with wnich we wish to
have the most friendly relations, o

The delegation of Haiti, vhirﬁ has always upheld the thesis of ihdependence
and unification for the Cameroons, for reasons of prinuﬁple cnd because ol our
loyalty to the cause of peoples wiho are seeking their liberty, cennot but try to
contribute tovards finding a solution tb this doubla'pfcblem'witﬁin the framevwork
of constitutional evolution. The_65GZEIZ:E%EE;E§E35:*EEEHS£_expect my delegation
to accept without reservation .any development which would not give the greatest

possible degree of satisfaction to publci opinion in theselTerfitorles, as

cociiici iU I W
Treely expressed, and vhich wauld ne%*taxe*+nto aecount the spirit of Artlcle 76
of the Charter.

Ii the texts which we have mentioned earlier seem to bring us closer to the
main purpose of the Trusteeship System and even, to some extent, may have brought
about the achievement of one of these ends, wﬁich is self-governuent, the
evolution of the situation in the Cameroons -- that is to say, the facts -~ does
not seem to allay ﬁhé misgivings expressed by the General Assembly at its
twelfth session in its resolutions 1207 (XII) and 1211 (XII). These resolutions
relate precisely to the zccession of the Trust Territories towards self-government
and independence and to the situation in the two Cameroons.

By virtue of the law of 23 June 1956, vhich instituted universal suffrage,

elections were held in the Territory. One mey doubt the genuineness of the

ballot if one takes into account the atmosphere of exacerbated passions and
some violence vithin which this election was held. I think that we can also
—

doubt the sincerity of ! - s { t pt the fact that o

of the most important sectors of Cameroonian nationalism, the UFC -- which was
__.--l'-""‘-.-
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dissoi{redm"by the Administering Authority -- did not participate in the elections.
e

We do not wish to take up azain the reasons vhich, in the opinion of* the
 Aduinistering Authority, would justify the dissolution of this perty, but I
should like to stress that the absence of the UFC and its affiliated organizations

from these elections has certainly contributed to falsificetion of the results
5%:3§§_pallot'td'an extent which will be evaluated only when the leaders and

political clientele of these organizations have been able to participete freely

in elections -- which my delegation hopes will take place as soon as possible.
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In this connexion, it was extremely encouraging to have heard the
representative of France say, in reply to a guestion put by my delegaticn, that,
although there is no question of abrogating this decree of dissolution, it

is nevertheless true that if the amnesti eribers of the UPC wish to form a

new party which, whatever its political programme, will adhere to the laws

of the Cameroons, ther ibit such a new

One of the Jjus L;fled concerns of tre 5 urth Committee =~ a concern reflected
in the resolution on the situation in the Territory adopted by the twelfth
session of the Assembly =-- was that the Administering Authority, through the
long~-delayed promulzation of the gmnegily law,should contribute to the creation of
a relaxed atmosphere which would promcie the prompt re-establishment of a normal
situation in the troubled areas, as well as the development of democratic
progress and political activities in the Territory.

This amresty law has finally been promulgated, but my delegation regrets

to note that it has not_resulted in a relaxed atmosphere. While we do not
e w

wish to camouflage or Jjustify the violence which has become evident in the

Territory end which continues to evidence itself in plundering, arson and

murder, my delegation believes that it is up thb Authorit

wvhich, under the new Statute, reserved for itself responsibilities in the field

of security and public freedoms -—‘Eg_ggke a _major effort to calm the over-excited

minds by giving satisfaction to the just aspirations of all the elements of the
population, For it seems to us regrettable that the amnnesty law, BEcause it
/"""*_—"

was promulgated so late and because it covers only a limited category of
infractions, has been by-passed by the events and has, as it were, missed the
boat. Because of this parsimonious generosity, the amnesty law as promulgated
appears, contrary to its avowed purpose, to have prompted the nation2list
elements who are receiving their orders from the exiled leaders to stiifen

j tion -- and it.i - -edict thet this will have
their position and it_ls“nnhmggggiggif to predic fi:fi__.:i___d—

unfortunate consequences.
My delegéEE;;HGEETE”ITQE to appeal to the Administering ..uthority to

ngiSS—ﬁt: policy in this respect in order to show a greater and more patient

orderstanding of the reactions of thogs it has undertaken to lead to
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true self-government or independence. It would be desirable that, through
N-_,__________H .

RS —— 3 . - , .
the application of bhioader rweasures, meosures more In llne with the dangerous

political situstion now existing in the Terrwtory, there rhould be cregted

.that atmoaqhe;e of to1cr“ }1th01t which any progress would be a

mere illusion. Vhea one is coﬁ5+ant obliged. to use armed force to maintain
order, it is obvious that thewre is deeg uvnrest, the cavses - of which must be
ascertained. Iiow, we know the cavse of the unreat in the Cameroons: it is |
the undérstandablc impatience of thé Camerocnians to ehjoy fuii independence.
It is up to thé'udministering Auﬁhofitv to colm this-impatience, and not.

by the use of force -~ even though, regrettal bly, the impatience manifests
itself in violence. It is up tq.the acministering Auﬁhority, while there is
still time, to silsuce violerce by persuasion and not to permit violence to
replace constructive conﬁersation. '

Sincé ﬁhe Council is behind its time table, and in order to please the
President, my delegatlon will confine itself to these brief remarhs which we
have just made, I do not, hovever wish to close v1thout paying a w?iindeserved
tritute to the ’dmlnzstratwon fO“ the progress achieved in other fie]ds -
ﬁgzgzzhlarly Lﬁat of educgﬁ}pn - 51nge the last report. We are partlculufly
grateful to the representatives of the specialized agencies for the useful _
éontribution which thej have made to our work. Iﬁ conclusion, we wish once
agaln to express to the spec:al 1epresentative our deep anpreciation for the
courtesy and earneotness thch he has shown 1n the fulfllrent of a bask

that we are the first to recognlze is not alvays an easy one.
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L UJKYAW MIN {(Burma): The delegetion of Burma participates in the
Council's general detate on conditions in the Trust Territory of the Cameroons
unde;_Erench administration with some ambivalent feelings ~- feelings of hope
and anxiety. Our hopeful outlook is based on the fact that this Trust_Territory,
after a- prolonged pericd ~-- dating from 1022 -~ of political stawﬁation and
socio~economic immobil’ty, has now entered into what might appronli ately e
termed a new. phase. This new phase in the life of the Territory, if. given
proper guidance and well-intentioned direction, holds good promise for the
future. The iphabitants of the Territory -- the educated classes in particular,
ard the populece in general -- heve, i{ seems, awvakened to their status and
the status of their_count;y in the ccmpwanity of nations. The enormous number
of-pfzigignz.that_hsve been addre sed to the United Mations and that, wlth
some exceptions, retlect the popular sentiments and aspirations of the
indigenous people; the remarliable number of petwtloners, repreﬂentin maﬁy
shades of political opinion in the Territory, who have hitherto exercised the
right cf oral petition and have presented their cases to this body; the
extraordinary_alacfity with which the people, despite +The unsettled conditions
in certeain partsrof the Territory, have registered their votes and have thus
indirectly voiced theilr demands in'the Terfitory-wide elections of lovember and
Decewber 1956: all these give ample evidence, if indeed such evidence is needed,
of the political awakening of the people and their democratic desire to
participate_in-éhaping the country's destiny and, what is more significant,
of their capacity to do so. This, inlitself, is a very heartening development.

But it is all the more heartening to find that this development to which
I have alluded has not been an isolated phenomenon. As the members Of.the
Trusteeship Council are aware, this political awakening on the part of the
Caneroonians has led, either directly or £;EE;EEET§:"€D a correlated awakening
on the part of France to the inevitable realities of a changing world -~ although
this latter awakening seems to be rather sluggish and, to some extent, forced.
However the case may be, the important thing to my delegation is that
the two factors which I have just mentioned, acting mutually and alternately

as cause and effect, have occasioned in the immediate instance the intro ion

of new reforms an institution of new measures vhich were to some extent
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ovg;dﬁe 5nd the mdst 5ighiflcant of which has been the granting of the new
Statute to the Territory.

“"Iﬁ;‘ﬁ‘Iaféﬁﬁear therefore, that, barring any unforeseeable reverses,
the two forces whlch I mentioned earlier as having a cause-and-effect relationship
“on each other hlll c;:ry everything before them until the objeetive of Chapter XII
of tne Charter has h =N tvuly and speedily realized. '

' ﬂowever as my dclegct‘on sees the matter, the most imnortaﬁt pre-gvarantee

of r'uch a smooth nd ha rmonlous process of evolution is the parity of pace &
,-!—'-"""'""’-""-___-‘__‘__—"

beEEﬂen_tha_natianal_Hﬂang1ng of Lae people, which inspires demands for greater

measur of rlgftﬂ J&*pﬂve%s Pnd the{q‘rel ted_awg rening of the Aéministerlng

Power; which makes that Pcrer yleld to those demands.

A rgﬁrospectlce examination of the reeord of French poliey aﬁd-nerformanCQ
vould indicate that such has not been the case. For, had it been the cese, an
entlfely different svory might have been wrltten of the tragie events of

May 1955, Decemuer 1956 and December 1957.
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My delegation considers that it was the failure on the part of the _

Administering Authority to state and execute a 1iberél and iiberating policy,
the #ailure, I say, to yield to the just and justifiable demands of nationalism
in time and in suffiéient measure, that_has brought about.the fermentation of
the national aspiratiocns of the people and the emergence of thelmore militant

political parties. If the ne& constitutional reforms tituted by the Statute
~ had been made half a decade EE‘EEEE?Eﬁﬁ;‘%ﬁE’EBEEEEZQIFiiiuation in the Térritory
might have been entirely different from what it is today and the harmonious

advancement of the Territory towards the goals of the international Trusteeship

System might have been better assured. Reforwms instituted in time can intercept

revolutionary %enden:ies and avert revoluﬁiqhary behaviour on the part of the
people, but the denirl of reforms, or delay in granting tlem, does nothing but

nourish such tendencies and the people, once possessed of those revolutionary
tendencies, will find it difficult to discard them. We feel, therefore, that
the Adnministering Authority would do well to take to heart the wise truth of

an old English proverb, which if I might tamper with its original form so as to
put it into a politicel context might read, "a reform in time saves nine".

The above considerations are, in brief, the greounds for my delegation’s
anxiety as regards the Territory's future, anxiety not so much for the future
or goal of the Territory, namely, the attainment of nationhood which we naturally
take for granted, as for the undesirable manner in which it might progress
téwards the attainment of that goal. No doubt new reforms have'been introduced
and a new and significant stage, though rather belated; has been reached.
However, the consequence of the currents and counter-currents, the effects of
the clash between the forces of progress and those of reaction vhich are
perceptible in the Territory, are such that the Territory, without persevering
guidance, might be carried away in the wrong direction, Owr anxiety,then, is
{0 ensure that the black patches on the pages of recent Cameroonian history
shall not grov in number or become stained with blood.

Speaking of reforms_sand timely corrective and preventive measures, my
delegation's attenfgg;-;; drawvn to a matter which for some time has, I know,
absorbed the interest of the Council. It relates to the promulgation of the
much-debated emnesty bill and its early execution. As we know,the political
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situation in the Territory, particularly in certain'areas, is still far from

‘being placid. ° The recurrent disturbancdes of pudblic péace attest to the -

prevalence of such a situation and to the existence of dissenting elements
 91tner in exile or in the maquis, Such a sitilation: is, to put it mildly, -
fraught with nany dangers and we feel that the first step towards the
restoration of normality in the Territory is the promulgation of a ‘general
amnenty which should cover not only the incidents of April and May 1955 but also
"the other political disturbances which have taken place since that time. - Ve
hold the view, and this view has in fact been confirmed during the questioning
ﬁéfiod} that the maitter of granting an amnesty falls, under the new Statute,
entirely within the province of French competence. France, in granting the

~ Statute, thought fi% to retain the right of decisi auch £rSw.. What we
g i

40 now 1is to ask France to exercise that right of decision in compliance with

the wishes of the’ Trusteeship Cowicil, the General Assembly, and I beliéve also
“the majority of the Cameroonians themselves: My delegation deplores.the resort
to force by anyone in any form, but we also feel that in this particular case
repentance rather than further violence should be given a ‘second chances i -

" I'have already had occasion to allude to the new stage attained by the
'Caﬁefbons'aé'exémplified by the new Statute. I have also had occasion to refer
" to this new stage as animportant step in the life of the Territory. - May I
now tharefore briefly return ‘to the same subject in~ order to offer a few:

“commentu.‘

" In the first place, although the Statutée gives the Territory a conmsiderable
______________-‘-f-"—"‘*‘-

measure of Home rule, it has not however conferred upon it the status of a full-
ive """----.._._.,.....—-—-——"—"'_‘"——---
' ‘flaﬂFLd ao"creign state, and as regards the Statute itself my delegation, while

renognlzlng it as an 1mportant step forwerd in the political evolution -of the
' Territory, is prepared to glve it two cheers, The third cheer wé shall reserve
for 1ater, and I shall try to ‘indicate in my ouhsequent remarks why it is

npcesqary to reserve the third cheer untiy later.

v Ihnj 1mnortan+ and V1tal—9abﬁeets—hqse-bscn_rﬁﬁéﬁfed to the central organa
'of_EEE_EEEEEQ_Bspubi&ev~‘~I need rot weary this Council by enumerating those

reseryed subjects. I way merely refer you to the relevant chapters of the

‘Statuté. Furthermore, the powers and competences, ordinary and extraordinary,
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that have been vested in one man, the French High Commissioner, appear to my
delegation to be rather excessive -- at. least, they appear to be far in excess

of the powers which the Head of State of the French Republic either ﬁossesses

or can norpally exercise. The basic constitutional conceptions underlying the

Statute would in effect enable the High Commissioner to interfere in the uork
of the Legislative Assembly, which is the elected representative body of the
people, and also with that of the Council of Ministers, even in those fields
where competences have been delegated to those organs, while the latter organs
would have no control whatever over the actions and decisions of the High
Commissioner in many matters which vitally affect the Territory itself. The
recent resigggEigg_2i_3Qg*Qamefeeﬁéanhggiggjghxuﬂmmkxfor instance, occasions
some misgivings as o vheiner it was really due to a ﬁinisterial erisis, which

is not unusual for a democratic parliamentary system, or whether it could possibly

be a "constituti igh ] wg- its roots in the basic functional

arrangements of the Statute determining the constitutional relationship between
the High Commissioner on the one hand and the Legislative Assembly and the
Council of Ministers on the other. j

. Therefore, my delegation believes that we are justified in considering that
the new phase that has been ushered in by the granting of the. Statute, though
admittedly of iconsiderable significance in the Territory's political advancement,
cannot be regarded as anything more than what we in-Burmq_used to call during our

own colonial period the "beginnings of the transfer of sovereignty“t It follows
from this, therefore, that furthe

fers ol powers 1O —Territory must be
rade before it can assume any semblance of an independepni nation, and my

delegation would venture to think that such transfer would be_ﬁettgr sooner than
-later. . -In this respect, my delegation would like to ﬁrge the Administeriné
Authority to set intermediate and final target dates, in accordance with.which
progressive transfers of powers are to be effected. . . .
Another measure envisaged 1n the Statute leaves my delegatlon with some
apprehension. - As we all know, the indigenous peoyles of the Cameroons are not
homoégﬁgsas, either by religicn or by ethnic composition. The,people of the
north are predominantly Muslim by religion apd'Sudanese by ext;action; the people

of the south are predominantly Christian by religion and Bantu by extraction.
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The feelings of distrist ahd separationism which such differences tend to
generate can be ccubatted effectively only by making consistent éfforts designed
to foster a sense of national unity transcending all local differences. It would
not serve this purpose, however, if' the Territory were to be divided and
subdivided ‘into separate legal- entities .along the pattern of religious or ethnic
affini‘bies;. Subdivision of the Territory into administrative units purely for
the sake of administrative convenience is a differént matter, but segregation of
the population along religious'and ethnic lines, 'in our .view, would only make for
further separationism and fragmentation., = Religlous and ethnic plurality and
national unity are ‘not incompatible.  There are numerous societies in the world
vhicH ars plural ye® unified. - e hope, therefore, ihat the Administering
Authority and the Csreroonizn Governnent will give this matter their further
serious consideratict and embark nov upon & planned programme  to promote better
understanding of and respect for differences existing between the reoples of the

north and the south by encouraging closer contacts and intercultural. education,
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And vhile .T am still dealing with this question, I chould like to express
the gratification.of my delegation on learning that the .Lasgislative Assembly
has recently.adopted an of{fgigg;gmhlgm_%nd.motto-as well as = national anthem
for the Cameroons. It is measures such-as those vhich, in our opinion,
‘eontribute immeasurably to,the enhancement of national consqiqusness and,
-consequently, of naticnal unity, . : : . o

‘Turning to the other aspects of development in the political field,

. my delegation would like heartily to welcome the .creation of a:separate
Camgrocnian civil service which is adninistratively independent of the
nmetropolitan civil service.- This separation, we -think, will provide the
necessary ‘basis for Lhe progressive Comerconization of all the cadres of the
eivil' service gecordinag to a-pre-established programme. --Concurrently

‘with the esteblishmerd of this new service,. a programme for the accelerated
‘braining of Cemeroonians in -all branches of civil administration sheuld be
dravn-up and implemeatgds . e understand that, for the time being, advenced
training must perforce be carried out abroad by utilizing the facilities

offered by French institutions such as the lcole nationale de la France d4'outre

mer. However, training in overseas countries necessarily involves heavy
expenses, and it should therefore be contemplated only as a temporary measure.
e wiould urge the competent authorities to blueprint plans as soon as possible
for the initiatlon of a trainlng programme for civil servants in the Territory
itself, for which purpose the services of experienced civil servants and of
those who have returned from their studies abroad can be usefully enlisted.
iie hope that in good time ~- by which we mean fairly shortly -- the Territory
will have its own university system which will meet its nsed for young men
and women of high educational qualifications, wken recruitment for the higher
grades of the civil service c¢an be done on the basis of competitive public
examination

In the econonui« field many of my colleagues who preceded = in the
general debate have, I have noticed, dealt systematically and painstakingly
with various problems pertalning to the Territory's economic developument.
I do not, therefore, propose to weary the Council by going over the same ground

again vhen it has been 50 ably covered by my colleagues. However, there is one
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problem to which my delegation attaches particular importance, and on which
I should like to offer our observations at some length.

As the Council is avare, the Territory has benefited to an apprecizable
degree from the financial assistance for developmental: purpeses rendered to it
by France through the various capital advanciry agencies.  Hewever, my
delegation holds the view that the Territory cunnot-indefinitely remain,
dependent on external financial csaistance, Ve feel it our duty to emphasize
that for long-range expediency dcmestic capital must assuie a principal role .. -
in the financing of the economic development of .the Territory,. and that the-
role of foreign or-outside capitel should be of but a scezadary or suboralnatc
character. Although my delegation can.fully apprecinte -ihe many difficulties
besetting the attainment by en under-developed country such as- the Cameroons
of an economic millennium chiefly through domestic efferts, we nevertheless
consider that the ultimate end towards which econcmic development should sirive -
ils, paradoxicselly enough, not econcnic developrent as such but, rather,
econcrile vighility -and-economic independence. - By this we .do -not.intend to .
say that the finaneial.assistance which Fyrrice ig 24 present ",m1n15+eringlta_
the Territory should: be. cut off altogether -and abruptiy, - That wonld indeed : |
be an inexeusable and irresponsible pronourcement dn-ourmpqrt.aneuﬁeel,;
on the contrary, that outside firanciel aszistance.shouid continue to henafit

=

the Territory -as long as;such agsictance is necessary, and,. furitacrasra,
ve hope -that such assistance will be made available to {he Torritory in il
future. . But:we also, fecl, that,, concurrently. with external financial heid,
efforts should also ‘be. made without undue delay to..guicken the rats of domostic.
capital formation by all possihle means, so thet in Lime. domestic croiial
would constitute the major factor wadergirding the economic infrosizuciure
of the Telribory,...0 o9 5, ¢ S0 500 B W o 1050 8 U SR san €3 L
My delegation would even say that such a situation is the prerequisite. .
of eccncmicuyidbility,;in so far as economic viaplility of any 20umnbry 5 .
possible: in -antdiacrecsingly ineracnencnrt world economy. . Bush a condition
would, at any rate, enable the Territory to plan end implament the social,
political and econcmic policies which, its pecple and goverrreat might ccangider

rnosv sulteble for the raising of their living standaxds, witlout fear of extarral

Pressures.
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It is with the desire to see a healthy éituation of this nature prevailing
in the Territory that I shall now venture to proffer a few suggestions. The
questions in the economic field which I had the privilege of putting to the
special representative during the guestioning period revolved, as a2 Couneil may have
noticed, around the central problem -- the problem of exploring the potentialities
for demestic capital fqﬁg@tion for productive EE;EEEEEZQEZLQg_EQx:iiafy;-the
extent of those potentialities and the possibility of intensifying the
process of capitai accumulation.

Fiaﬁk of all, allow me to say how g?ateful I am to the special
representative for the relevant infcrmetion which he was kind enough to furnish
me with in reply to my various questions, even though, through no fault of his
own, he was unable to give me all the information -~ especially statistical °
data -- that I had wanted. I bave, indeed, found it extremely useful in
fermuleting my views and suggestions, which I shall now place'béfore the
Council.

I find myself in agreement with the special representative that the
capacity to save by the majority of the indigenous population iS“low,'due'
to a low level of consumption., However, I bélieve that, as in all under- -

developed countries, there must exist in the Territory u;ﬂwhibh,'dfter all,

is an under-developed country -- some small-private savings, wvhether in the
form of hoarded cesh or in the form of hoarded property such as precious
metals and jewelry, vhich are convertible into money and vhich, if released,
could be usefully employed for productive purposes. Although, admittedly, =
the total sum of such small non-productive savings is not very large, there
is, nevertheless, an overriding need fﬁ mobilize these small savings and to -
channel them into productive enterprise. For this purpose, mobilizihg
nachinery in adequate quentity must be produced or the small savings will
continue to remain idle. Hence it is extremely desirable, and indeed
necessary, that savings institutions such as banks, post office savings banks,
co=-operative savings societies, social insurance compeanies, ete., should be
established in places where they would be easily accessible to the general
population. And to provide the necessary incentive to save, especially in a

Territory where saving and banking habits are not widespread, these savings
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institutions should offer, as far as pcssible, attractive rates of intarest
within the range that may be determined by gereral economic conlitions. 1In
this way the process of domestic capital formation may be put under vay.

I believe that I have had occesion during *he guestioning 9H2:553 1o

indicate that it might be desirable to effezt some forced sswinz on the rart
. e ———
of the higher and middle-income groups by compuisorily redveing +hois

; [ 305

consumption -~ particularly their luzury consuspiicn, WiEnd , as I dinlicated

earlier, seems to be unnecessarily and conspicuously excegsive.
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My delegation feels thaﬁ the restrictiqns imposed-by the Administeriug
Authority on the imports of lgxuxgﬂgnmgg;:ég for that matter bn fhe retvail
of such goods, have not been sufficiently strict so far. We consider it
necessary at the present stage of the Territory's de?eloymeut to restrict
imports of luxury goods quantitatively by licensing and slso to iupose
heavy duties on all luxury items that are allowed to eﬁter the Territory.
e further consider that in addition a purchase tex should also be imposed on
such goods in the'retail market. This would be the only effeétive way of
restrictirg the luxury consumptioa of the middle and higher classes. Taxing
their personal incomes or their personal properties, in our opinion, is not
enough since imposing heavy personal or income taxes alone would tend to reduce
their savings rather than reduce coasumption.

Iy delegation feels that the only effective way of forcing them to save
and of gettiug hold of their savings for productive purposes, is to em§EE§T?EE§?"
bathods concurrently. If this could be done, considerable savings woﬁld be

released for productive investment and, as such, would be in the public interest.
I do not believe that anyone would be unhappy for long.

Another questiou which bears closely upon this matter is the guestion of
fgzgigﬁ_commercial concerns. These foreign companies are presurably making

fairly large profits in the Territory. I remember requestiong the special

representative Yo furnish sowme statistical deta in this respect, but
unfortunately he was not in a position to provide me with such data. Hence,
I can only presume that these foreign-based companies and enterprises do make
fairly exorbitant profits, for, after all, that is their primary conceru for
going to the Territory in the first place.

My delegation feels strongly that the Administering Authority should adopt
legislation requiring comgg&gg;y_iaﬁa&%ﬁett'iﬂ the Territory of a certein portion
of the profits accruing Lo these companies from their operetions in the
Tezritory. Harez again the current practice of levying comparatively light
taxes on the profits reinvested in the Territory is, in our view, wot sufficient
by itself.
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Furthermore, we consider that more rigid. restrictions should be inmposed on

L -3 ——
the transfer of profits back to fheir respective base countries by these foreign

comﬁgﬁiés, since such a measure would oblige them compulsorily to reinvest some
of their profits in the Territory itself. We have no desire to deny them a fair
and equitable share of the profits earned by their labours. But we think that
the Territory itself, especially at this infant stage of its econowic development,
shouid derive far greater benefits from the activities of foreign concerus
established on its soil thaa it has thus far enjoyed.

I have attempted to emphasize the need for maximum mobilization of domestic

—

éapital and for the provision of adequate mechanfggg‘;;-ensure that the capital
thus mobilized will be invested in the most productive activities. Ve feel: that
ouce started, the process of capital formation, ‘investments, production and
further copital formation and investment will, barring reverses aad given
careful consideration, intensify itself and carry everything before it.

We are glad to note in the economic field that -the year 1957 had been a
good year for the Territory. ts economy, which was put to severe strains last
yeer owing to the fall in world market prices of its principal cash crops, seems
to be making a good recovery, thanks to an upward swing in the world price of
cocoa coupled with a substantial inbrease in gocoa. exports, which reached a
record tounnage of 53,000 tons. We note that this figure is almost equal to the
total production figure of cocoa for the preceding year.

Generally speaking, the various painstaking measures taken by the authorities

to imgzgxg_ggzinnﬁfnrqj praduction seem to be yielding increasingly satisfactory
results. However, we feel it our duty to sound a word of caution. The Territory's
economy, despite its eccouraging trends, is still largely dependent on the
production and export of agriéultural commodities and, as such, is highly
susceptible to the fluctuations in world prices of its major export commodities.

In view of the dangerous and precarious character inhereat in a situation
such as this, we should like to urge the authorities concerned to intensify their
efforts at diversifying the Territory's economy and broadening its economic base,

and to persevere in their efforts ‘o that end.
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cocial/ field ry delegetion notes with satisfaction the progresy pade
in many fields of 8CtiV1tJ, particularly the improvemeats in hf_gxnsv rubllc
rjﬂﬁffﬁ“kaa general’ worling cgnd&mheni end ‘the remuﬂegpttﬂnﬁeﬁh_mgoar. Hy
colleagues have—touched Upon these matters in rather greac detail, and I
therefore do uot wish to conmeub on thosé aspects at length. However, there
‘remains one precsing cocial preblen which seems somehow %o have cacaped the
Council''s attention. It refers to the problem of juvénile &eliuQﬁency, widich,
es pointed out by the special representative in his replies to my questiohs,
is becoming a very grave cociel problem. He has also veen kind enough to explain
to'me the etiolozy of juvenile delinguency in the Territory, whicn sceus
primarily to be the outcome of detribaliz&tion and ‘urbanization, with their
atbendant disruption of the normal patterns of 1ifé.:
I have also néted with gratification the various reform measures taken Ly
the authorities which, to’ my mind, seen to be highiy comendable. However, ‘we
. all Xodw thabt prevention is better thas cure. We should therefore like to'urge
the-'competert authorities to consider ways aind means of preventing the growth of
this problem. ' Perhaps it-migﬁt be desirable to maintain aTEEEIEEEET?EF%EE:%Eung
persons who have migrated to-the towus in searcH. of employﬂenu, 50 that proper
check of their movements and vhareabouts could: be malntalned.
" Furthermore, the authorities might actively encourage the exteasion of
sgfigi_fsggisas—both through private voluntary egencies end tﬁfSGEH_ZS?Egzﬁgﬁtal
“‘agencies la'order to assist the young people in locatiig appropriate jobs
accommodations, and so forth. Thé orgenization of youth social clubs might alsao
e considered, siance such clubs coulé help ‘to absorb the ‘interest of the ‘young
persons, whatever their interests might be, and thus divert “their attention
from any delinquent teudencies.' ly delegation hopes that this problem wiil-"
recelve the close attention of the authorities which its seriousness ﬂﬁrfanﬁs

and clso that qgf&ight receive some further information on this problem in the
'next anuu renort.
Inth

delegations whicli™h

educational -field, ny delegation would like to join with other
urged the authorities to consider the early crestion of a

university system in the Territory to meet its future educational needs.
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The availability of a little over 200 scholarships for higher studies abroad is,
in our view, not sufficient to fulfil the educational requirenents of a éountry
actively engaged in ell-round developueut.

We should also like to emphasize the over-riding importante of teacher
training and of the avaiiability of éufficiently qualified teachégg_;;#;;;;;;;ently
1aréE‘EGEGE§;i This, together with its related problem of promecting higher
school attendance in the North,should receive the persevering attention of the

authorities.
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I nov come to the close of my statement. Bui before I conclude, I should
like to thank thelspécial representative and the representative of France for
the very useful information that they have so courteously and patiently glven us.
I should also like to thank UNESCO d especially its representative here, for
their highly learned and lucid observations regarding the Territory's educational
ﬁrobieﬁs and their recommendations for solutions. Their observations and
reco mmendations have immeasurably ligchtened the task of my delegation, snd I
could do no better than to commend them to the authorities.

Before I close, I should also like to thank the petitioner, vho is
unfortunately not present here with us. Some of the speakers who preceded me
made brief ccrments on;EEgEEEEEE unpleasant encounter with the petitioner.

M
If I am not mistaken, a2ll of my colleagues who had a shof{hgﬁgﬁénge of views

with him did express some meagure of delight and agure with which they
M
eﬁfE?Eﬁ:EEEEEEEW?ffray of light comedy with the gentleman who asserted that he
et M
represented no one and who nonetheless™ great length, ond who was at

great pains to leave this Council with the imor ; e reprecente

W—_—""&-ﬁ_
evdmggggx_;g;gfigfzfiyggxmffom which he came.

His singular prowess at-audek.xepariee was only matched by his ready
—

response to pay-back the inquisitive inquirer in his own coin. Vhatever the
. = _,—n""--:-:“ - M e T — . . .

real motive and misSion of this learned gentleman m&ay be, the timing of his

_A.__,_,_/
arrival, combined with the impact of his dramatic appearance and perfect

performance in this chamber in the course of the general debate, is, to put it
mildly, terri?EEL_gnﬁﬁh&s-acQggQ;i§gQg3E&JEEEEfLEEEE;Egﬂgg;nghggzgﬁiaskéenmani
give comfort to those who really know why he had—te-come herve the way he did.

My delegation for one has never denied the sacred right of any inhabitant
of a Trust Territory to appeaf before this eugust body to petition and plead

his cause.

I addressed a few quections to the petitioner so that, at least in this
particular case, his presence might well be Justified, If anything, the briefl
intermission, such as was witnessed the day before yesterday by the Council, had:
its desired effect, It certainly, in my opinion, succeecded in injecting a certain
healthy and lively atmosphere in this chamber by reviv1nv friendly competition
between the two Administering Powers, which is not bad at all. The question
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as to which of the two Trust Territories is nearer the goal &f self-government or

PO o R i . .
independence is so well understood by the petitioner that no intelligible, no
: s oy 0

caﬁgfgﬁf_§551_L,Has—géven—by_him.

If I wers to make an attempt at using the same languoge in which the
petitioner displayed so much relish and skill, I would have to tell him this:
I would tell him that ny country also produces bananas, but then we have other
more important and lucrative products than bananas to export. Economics aside,
social diversicns are entirely of a different order. However, the medium of
pracvical jokes that we as children take delight in inflicting upon unwary
individuals is the same elusive banana peel. I could tell him that we impishly
derive pleasure and laugih ourselves hoarse when a man entrapped or decoyed by us
slips on the banana peel and falls heavily on the ground.

But we observe a certazin code of nonour even if we indulge in such forms
of amusenents -- anusements not v&thout some purpose. Ve ley the banano skin
in front of chops in the merke%, frequented not by bere fide customers but by
unwe;coma and unweabed individuals, so that we can galisntiy protect our fair
young ladlcs against wolestaions. Viectims of our childish tranks have no
renedy, legal or otherwise; *ney dare not lose their itexper and thus expose
themselves to further ridicule and derision; violen’ retoliation is out of the
question because in all cases of goilty conscience, they too perforce have to
obsarve certain codes of honour,

vooguestlons to the petitiorer Tae otlher day, the idea of a

Vhen I posed

slippery banzna pcel did net enter Ly head at ail. Ifovw “ihah he halped me get

ideas I cannot help wondering whether, in my personal opinion, the petitioner

wes not after all unconscioucly plajing the unenvious i1ole cf an uLwelcowe
HE"GE;;;TAG guitor coming post haste to court, to cojole my fair ladies in thls

Coun011 when he answered my last question.
—_—

Mr. ROLZ PEMIBIT (Guatemala) (interpretation from Spanish): Of the

Trust Territories, the one wvhich presents dramatic chamﬂcteristics in its recent
development is without doubt the French Cameroons and it is nct an exaggeration
to affirm that the state of grisis, especially in the political field, has been

going on for several years now. To determine the profound causes of this state
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of affairs is not an easy task. But it 'is a duty from vhich we cannot shrink;.
that is to say, the Administering Authority, the Govermment of the Cameroons,

as well as the Trusteeship Ccuncil, cannot shrink from this duty, becausec only
in this way can adequate measurcs be taken-to solve a difficult situation,
inasmuch as the date is rapidly approaching when the Territory will achieve the’
goals laid down in Article 76 of the Charter of the United Nations.

- It is not our intention to paint a dark picture. The picture can be plainly
seen, Ve do not wish to change realities by depicting the situstion with
alarming tones. Ve know™that in certain zones of the Territory, especially those
vhich have been agitated by political convulsions,and despite the tensicn
prevailing there and, as a conseéquence, throughout the Territory, certain
political, economic and social reitoims have continued. But it is also true
that unless the underlying cuases are rooted out there will alvays be a
possibility of disordér and it will be even more difficult to achieve loyal
co-operation from all the elements of the population, in fulfilment of the
highest objective vhich for the mcment lies béfore the Territory, namely the
achievenment ‘of independence and the beginning of the Territory's life as a
member of the comronvealth of the ecruunity of nations. :

‘Above 2ll, it is for the“ﬂdminisﬁering Authority to tackle this problem,
because among the fundamental duties of the Administering Authority is the duty
of promoting the progressive development of the inhabitants towvards self-
gpvernmént or independence, with all respect for human freedoms, as is
prescribed by the Charter of the United Nations ds well as the Trusteeship
Apreement. T y
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The present situation in the Cameroons has a remote as well as a more

recent origin, It would be useful on one occasion or another to go back into
the history of this wnatter. This might shed a great deal of light on the
Cameroonian provlems. ' :

But it is more urgent that we concern ourselves with the present and
especially with the future of the Territory. No one can deny that the true-

interests of the Administering Authorities ought to be to see that independence

is achieved peacefully and under circumstances favourable to the maintenance of -

cdjaperation between the_gg@}nistering countries and the new States coming into
exIstence. The United Nations, for its part, has the duty to see to it that

the political aspirations of these peoples are satisfied without meeting obstacles
and under economic, social, and educational conditions which will make their
future viable as mewbers of the international coummunity.

The recent evolution of the Territory and'the'grdve events which have
brought about tensgg;#;; the Territory such as has not prevailed in any other
Trust Territory make it very clear that in the political field the gravest problems
are as foellows: the way to return to normalcy, the evolution of constitutional
refcorus towards independancé, the establishment of new political institutions in
the Territory and the unification of both Cameroons. The events which, for the
last two yearé, have beeh occurring periodically and with violence, seem to be
symptoms of a deeper-seated disease. Impoftanﬁ sectors of the Territory have had
as a counterpart severe measures taken against them by the Adwinistration., As
a conseguence, political disturbances in these Territories has not slackened,
Rather the roots of this trouble seem to heve gone deeper.

Under these circumstahces, certain groups in the Caaeroons end spokesmen
for various political tendencies in the Territory and in France itself asked for
the passage of an amnesty law so as to bring many Cameroonians back to civic
life and thus COnt£;¥Rﬁ§?TEF1neans of political measures, not repressive measures,
to a climate of normalcy in civie life. The United Nations reflected this
request in a resolution approved at the twelfth session and expressed the hope
that as a result of the application of appropriate measures -- in particular,
the early preomulgation of an amnesty law and the renouncing by all political
parties of the use of violence -- it would be possible to achieve a return to

normalcy in the disturbed areas.
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In a statenent made by the representstive of France at:our 863rd neeting
on 18 February 1958, he made known to us that the emnesty law had finally been
voted on T February Egiﬁ_and_that, as 8 conseqﬂggce, all persons under
prosecution or sentenced foi the events of May 1955 or for offences coumitted

before 2 January 1956 would be granted ammesty with the exception of those

responsible for wmurder. Ve felt then that this was a great credit to' the
Adninistering Authority inasmuch as the Administering Authority, only two months
after the General Assembly had passed a resolution, did promulgate an amnesty
law. - Unfortunately, the explanations given by the representative of Frence and

the speciel representative during the questioding period concerning the contents .

of the law have brought dark clouds on 1t izon because they have said

that there are restrictions end conditions in -the amnesty law which somewhat

take away from its validity, . My delegation, vhich hes not had the occasion to
study the text of the law because the Administering Authority has not yet
submitted it to the Ceuncil, will abstain from passing a definitive Judgement on

this law. However, we have a feW'preligiﬁggxﬂggubtsj"ﬁﬁtch are as follows: will
those Cameroonians whq- have not yet been finally centenced for offences which

scarcely exceed a sentence of twenty years not be able to benefit from the aunesty?
What is the situation of those who have lodged an eppeal in cases where the
sentence was for twenty or more years imprisonment? Will the aﬁnesty,cover
those who have been sentenced in gbsentia? . .
T - 1 3 4
We note, on the other hand, that in reply to & question by the representative
of the United States, the special representative said:

(zontinued in English)

“In-other words, persons wanting amlrjes*‘:.y will .heve: -Ereswication
feor amnesty. There haes to be the consent of the Cameroonian Government
— e —
and the sgreement of a comnmitteec.,, Persons Wwanbing tﬁ:ﬂifﬁffgx,ueaid,.
""-—_.____‘________,_,.
need only to submit their application, ' This would be efguined—ey-o—
"‘-‘-—.______.»4

commitiee, and a rﬂpreuentgg;xa~e¥~%he-ﬂamﬂrﬂﬂnéaﬂ_GOyEEEZEEE_Eggki
be a wmember.” (T/PV.864, pp, 8-11)

I S——
(continved in Evanish)
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This reply seems to indicate in the first place that the amnesty is not

automatic and that persons wishing to be covered by it have to make application.

Sébondly, it indicates that a committee -~ the membership ef-which we do not

P

know, but on which a representative of the Cameroons Government will sit -- is

to examine the application for amnesty. Does this perhaps wean that the
e s DS 3 %

comnittee will also have the pcwer to reject amnesty coverage for the spplication?

-What are the procedures to be followed by this commitiee? Why was it felt
necessary to establish a body outside the Jjudicial system to deal with amnesty

—— e

cases? ; i
Further on, in reply to a question from my delegation, the specilal

representative stated:

(continued in English)

"The individuals who wish to enjoy the amnesty must present their

request to the chief of the jﬁdicial service requesting the benefit

ofrggé law of ampesty.” (Ibid., page 54-55)

(continued in Spanish)
It will be observed that the special representative does not speak of

s committee any longer but of the chief of the judicial service, How can the

-—-"_'_'_'__-——._'_
two replies be brought into conformity? We were also informed that amnesty
mey be applied for within the'period of one year. This leads to further

questions in my wind.
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Whet will heppen if, during the time thet a trial is under vay, it is

indiceted thet some person will be sentenced after the one-year period hes

elapscd? - Are ve to understand that, by virtue of the promulgation of  the
Amnesty Law, there will be a suspension .cf gll the triels which were initiated .
because of offerces committed and covered by ‘the present fAnmnesty Law? Allow

me to express the hope that these and other doubts which my delegation has with.
regard to the contents and effects of the Amnesty Law will.be dissipated, because
it would be-discoureging if a measure from vhich so much was expected shculd prove
to be restricted in its scope to too great an extent, and if it should be

self-defeating and not lead to:a pacification of political tension in the
Territory.

The development of the constituti reforms towerds 1ndepe is anotqer

of the great question marks, This is an urgent problem in the Cameroons at
present. By v1rtue of the decree of lo April lQE{, Dromulgated on 9 hay, there
was set forth a Statute of the Cameroons and, frcm that time on, the Adminlstering
Authority, es well as the Cameroonlan authoritles, have devoted_thé greaver part
of their efforts to the implementetion of new institutions provided fdr'in'the
Statute. | . T - )
Duriné éhe nin?teénth sessioﬁ of the Couﬁcil ue'had some onpdrtunity to
exemine -- althougq not to en extent desirable -~ the provisions of the St .atute,
and ve pomnted oub that although it congtituted a atep forwvard, the development
of events seemed to.have left behind these reforms vhich were intro&uced by the
Statute; and, consequently, the Statute wes already far behind the espirations
of wide sectors of Cameroonian public opinion, In particular, we pointed out =--
and nov reaffirm -~ that the_Statule does not contain adequate r f—the
ation of the Territory,and it
mégfgg“;;;;_%y all politicel parties that numerous and decisive powers are
reserved for the French authorities in the politicel, administrative, econocmic,

sociel and educational fields, and that there exist provisions, such as the

desire for independence as evinced by the
achonacaes os .2

representation of the Camsroonc in the central corgens of the French Republic end
the French Union, as well as the reciprocal exercise of citizenship between
Cameroonians and Frenchmen, vhich may lead, whatever the intentions of the parties
concerned, to the integration of the Territory within the politicel framework of

the Aduinistering Authority.
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It is not tno bold to assert that very soon the Cameroons Government and
the Legielative Agsembly will request further modifications of the Statute.
The recent crisis which arose in the Cameroons, and which resulted in a new

Cameroons Government presided over by lr. Ahidjo -- and in whiech Government,

in addition to the importent party of the Prime MHinister, there is also

participation by other groups, such as the Groupg d'Action nationale which, until
recently, vas an opposition party -- constitutes an indication of a desire to
have a clearer definition of the Territory's status in the sense of more
independence, In effect, the representetive of Frﬁnée himself has told us that
the principle points of the Government programne of the new Prime Minister are
indeed unification of the two Cameroons and the establxshment of co-operat;on
between France and_ﬁfrlca on & legal besis.

Pefhaps,one cf the most significant aspects of this political change 1s To
| be fpuﬁd in the fact that it is Mr. Ahidjo, a ﬁember of the Union camercunzise
part&, Which has the largest numﬁer of members in the Legislative Assenbly and

vhich, according to the spec1al representatlve has not yet taken e definite

stand vith regerd to certain aspects of the future of the Territory, who set
forth a programme the first point of which is a de;;;;‘for independence &nd
unification of the two Cameroons. This can only meen, in effect, that the

Union cemerounaise hes nov taken o more definite stand in favour of these
objectives., We must also recall that the Groupe d'Action nationsle, vwhich in
the present Covernment has important representation, has summed up its programme
before the twelfth session of the General Assenbly through Mr. Soppo Priso.

He set forth the following points of a fundamentel programme: first,

recognition by the Administering Authority, without eny doubt whatsoever, of the
desire for independence of the Cameroons;secondly,adcption of a comprcnise
formula so that there could be recognition of the national sovereignty of the
Cemeroons;thirdly, transfer to Cameroonian authorities of the residuel povers;
fourthly, urgent promulgation of a general amnesty law; [ifthly, re-establishment
of the unity of the Cameroons by the freely expressed will of the two Territories.
The Camercons under British administration, as well es the Camerccns under
French administration, are also reeching those stages vwhich will bring them to
the final achievment of the objectives of the Trusteeship System. These stages
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will culminete in consultation of the population in order that the latter may
itself choose the future which it desires; and it is for the pecple and the
people alone to decide their future. The role of the Administering Authorities

ang,zhs5ugg;gg_Ha&i9nﬁ_is_taqannnmL3méE:EEEE:i3E5EEEEii:aﬂmr?ﬁfﬁﬁﬁgg;ga;gzig-

freedom, in complete knowledge of the importa -0f the decision and its
-..___'____._.._-—'-"—_
cousaagcnggfi+_nd in ciyxcumstences which-will not hincer the cholice of any. of the

alternatlver open to the people.

it is for these reasons tnat here and now -- whlle there is still time
adequﬂtel,/, and 'N':Lth gufflcient advance notlce, to prepare those stages which
Jlll lead to the end of the Truateeshlp System in the tvo Came@cons e WY
delegation solennly addresses itself to the

orit S,

France and the United hlngdcm, end ¢glls upon them to orwanngi_gg_glnna__. @ i
cueratﬂon among +hnmae&#e-s—a-p-§.-d;haﬂe::r1tor1 2l Govermments, the plebecites

T

.The delegation of Guatemels is persuaded
_ﬁx1u1es Of 51multaneous plebicites could be resoclved if . enough
good wzll were brought to the prob em, and especially. if a Joint study vere me@ﬂ
qufflclently far ahead, such stuaj to inelude par%lcipatlon by the Territorial
Governments of both Camerccns.
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Before concluding my remarks in the political ield, I should like to

make s few comments' on an interesting aspect of the functioning-of the

Trusteeship System. This aspect has been developing for scuwe time now and

the - preoent position is of concern to my delegation and perhaps to other

delegaticns on the Trusteeship Council. .It might bé well to refer to the mdttéf

in connexion with our consideration of the Caweroons under French administration.
On many occasions, -we have heard representatives of the Administering

Authorities advence the thesis thet the transfer of powers to Territorial

i
Governments sonehow releases the Administering Authorities from their
responsibilities. The delegation of Guatemala will elways defend the right

of the Territorial Governments to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over those

. -.______._-—l—"‘_ . B .
matters which have been transferred to them. We have requestcd and shall
S SRR SERE EE
continue to request that those Governments should be granted broad81 pquers

until the Territories achieve self-government or 1ndependence._ Nevertne¢esu,
we maintain that the AOmlnlstervng Authorities remain bound by the oblluatlonu‘
they have assumed in the respective Trusteeship Agreements and, thus, they

are the intermediaries betveen the Trusteeship Counc1l and the err;tor;el
Governuents in respect of the matters vhich have passed 1nto the hands of the
latter. That is why the Trustees ship Council, in Lulfllment of the obllgatlons
contained in the Charter, mﬁst contlnue to addreos 1tself to the hdmmlsterinL
Authorities until the T”uateeshln Agxeements have been abrogated. TFor their
part, the Admlnlgterlnr Authorlt;es must continue to Fulfil the responsibi lities
vwhich they have assumed under  the Trusteeship Agreements -~ dwrcct1y es rebards
the powers which they have 1eserveﬂ for themselveu, or indWTCCuly as
representatlves of tne Tcrritorlal Governments or, at 1eaut, as ;ntermedlarlea
betwveen the Trugteeahip CouQCLl and the Te“rluarlal Goveznments o8 reqalds the
matters within the competence of the latter.. Lence, we hope that we shall e

able to continue in the future to_examine in the mnost CCmplete way all the

| ——
pects of the political, economic, social and educationsl advancement of the
Trust Terrlturles.

i TR
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™rom the information presented by the Administering Authority in the
conomic)field, it can be concluded that the French Cameroons has decreased in
t&nce as a supplier of rau T - and of products to.bé'ézigéigggﬁif_

the world markets. Exports decreased between 1955 and 195G from about 16 million
francs CFA to about 135 million francs CFA.

In 1957, however, there was & rise in the pricelffljmmxﬁr1nﬂi other products.
This rise in the world price of cocoa has provided a great stimulus to the
Camerconian econcny, esrecially at a time whsn the Adininistering Authority and
the Territorizl Goverpneat are faced with the need to broaden the economic
basis of the Territory in crder to enablic the Territory to support the heavy
finencisl burcens entailed in its economic devwelopmént. I do not wish to
minimize the importance of the industrisl progress vhich hias been achieved and
which is reflectedlprincipally in the activities of ALUCAM and EDIZLCAI{; these
enterprises will play’an e#er-increasing role in the Territory's economy.
Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that the country is still a fundamentally
agricultural couﬁtry and that & large part of the population is engaged in
mere subsistence activities. The integration of the indigenous producers in
more imﬁortant aspects of the economy, the improvement of agricultural methods,
the extension of credit, the improvement of communications and transportation
in order to move the agricultural products: all these are basic problems of
the Territdry. F&rthermore, livestock problems should be examined by the
Administering Authority.

In 1956, exports reachked 10,934 tons, with a value of 13,149,734 francs CFA.
During the saﬁE‘EE;;;&, imports amounted to 350,495 tons, with a value of
16,669,%31 francs CFA. Thué, theére is a trade imbelance, although this may have
been somewhat overcome in 1957 by the increase in the pyice of cocoa.

This situation demonstrates that So long as the development of the econcmic
infrastructure conﬁinues end so long as there is a need to purchese egquipment,
there will be a tendency to hove a trade imbalence. The Administeridg
Authority and the Territorisl Government must watch this situation very closely:
in order to find some remedy which will not restrict the economic development

of the Territory.
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| The decrease iﬂmeéoorte oetween 1955 and 1956 also reveals the vulnerability
of an econowy which ic not oufflciently divergified. - '

My delegetlon has noted the 1n¢ormatlon vhlch has been submltted on the
development of the two large aluminium enterprlees. '”hls informa tion,
originally supplied by the Administering Authority, wae suoplcmentod by the ik
SPeolel repre,enuet;ve derxng the aquestioning peziod. My dblegetlon would N
express the hope th t efforts will be continued to trai in qpa1llled Cameroonlan
worhers to as ume more 1mportunu posts in these compnnlee. ALUCAM, as the
Uounoll well knovu, bas constructed 2 hydroelectrlc plant at Edea, uhlch Wlll
provide electric powver Ior the alum;nlum indue%ry. Ve hope thet the popdlation
of the Terrltoxj vill be given an opportunzty to benefit from the prOVlSlOn '
of electric powver,; in the most favourable condltxons. In this eonnexlon, we
vould recell the staoement made by the repreeentatlve of ‘the Cameroonian o
Federatlon of Iahour at the 717th weebing of the Fourth Committee of the General
Assembly to the ef;eet that electrlc power was stlll not avallable to the
populatlon of Edea itselfl.

| The budbct ry p051tion 1ndlcates that efforts are ‘oeinr made to keep

the expendlture within %he limits of the revenue. Tnis is a hopeful siun.‘_ .
Althou:h the Lcuiolative Assembly has Juriedlctlon over the opexating e?penue33' '
Caiptal 1nvestment for economic development must be approved by the Hanarlng
Coumittee of PIHEu. My delegetlon esked the speciel representatlve for more
detalled 1nform tion on the way in Uthh thie contlol by FIDES is eyercised.

e would tukc the llbcrbj of recommendlng that the Aﬂm1nlsterlnf Authorlty

should allow the authorities of the Cameroons to part1c1pate more 1n uhlﬂ

control of 1nvestments so tnat they ma.y galn ezperlence and grudually nesume a

greater role in this very important espect of publlc flnance..
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The ten-year development plan which reached its end in 1957 has led the

Administegzgg Authoriﬁﬁ_gg-;érry out anﬁ\evaluation of the objecﬁives and
achievements of that'plah; It will be very useful to the Council ﬁd'réceivé
informaticn concerning that evaluatibn, and ny delégétioﬁ now reqveéts that’
this data should te inclﬁdgd in the next annual report, to enable us ﬁot'énly
to examine the results of the ten~year plan but alsc to have a better ba:
for'judgement with réﬂard to our consideration of the new plan which is about
to be put into operation and which, as was affirmed by the speclal repzesonthtlve
will lay speciel emphasis upon the question of rural eqplpment. _
Aﬂrlcultural productlon during 1956 dces not show the increﬂse which-we
would navefEEEEﬁﬁaﬁf"EEEE;:_B11 tobacco and millet dropped in corparlson
with previous years, whereas coffee, palm kernels and palm oil inereas ed,
although only slightly. Other products remained almost sta*nant Wluh a qllblt
increase in such export products as bananas and rice, If it is borne in mind
that the country is predominantly agricultural, and that both for its internal
subsistence and for its foreign trade it depends upon agriculture, it can easily
be seen that an increase in prodﬁétion should constitute, as 1t does indeed
constituté, oné of the major concerns of the Territory. The second part of the
ten?yéér ﬁian did not seem to have given the results which we expected in the
natter of increased apricul*ural'producfion; Forest resources represented
a very 1mnortant part in the Camﬁroonlan economy but tue exvwort of timber is
mainly in the form of sawed 1umber. It does not appear there is yet in the
Territory any plywood 1ndustry or other timber ‘processing facilitics. 'It
might e appropriate for the Adminasterxng uthority to study this problem
with a view to’ ueeing that the processinﬂ should talie place in the Terrltory
elf, so that the finished products could then be exported.

My delegation has taken note of the statement made by the special
representative to the effect that the Minister for Economic Affairs of the
Cemercons participated in discussions relating to the associztion of the Territory
with the Europeanfeewsirie—SomenITys We have also taken note with interest
of the statement made by the representative of France to the effect that the

Administering Authority intends to propose the representation of the Cameroons
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in the central organs of the European Economic Community. However, we must

say that since this is°a measure of considerable 1mportanceifor the econcmic
and political -future of the Territory, it is'indicated == I would almost say

that it is indispenable --.that formal consultation ought to have been rade

with the Government and the Territorial Assembly of the Territory concerning -
this: associati 1 the European Economic Community. - ¢
{ pioblems .in the Cameroons, the- Council has been concerned
in the past with questions relating to the S?EEEE_QE—HQEQEq the'yzfggiggigé i
-and polygemy. The fdministering Authority, as well as the Terriﬁorial’Gbﬁernmént,
havé expressed concern about these matters and my delegation takés note Of
the efforts whicll have been made to improve the status of women. It 1s quite
evident that there is still a great deal to be done and that it will be
necessary to make more and more efforts, not only through legislation but in the
educational and social fields,to give women a role compatible with the role they
must play in a democratic society.

In the French Cgmercons thgﬂgggds_uaéea~m9¥eaent has developed very well
but certain measures taken by the Administering Authority in recent years have
provoked vigorous reéctions from union leaders. The representative of the CGT
has said that the measures taken had infringed union rights, the right of
assenbly and the right to strike, but on the other hand provisions adopted on
5 Januvary 1956 designated the presidents of the unions as experts and arbiters
in labour matters. We draw these complaints to the attention ¢f the Administering
Authority. Some explanation was given during the question and answer period
and we were told that France has always been in the lead in social legislation
and in matters relating to respect for workers' rights. Ve are sure of this,
and we hope France will revise any of these measures which place obstacles in the
way of the workers' rights. The decree of 20 May 1955 seems to have the effect,
in the opinion of those concerned, of restricting the right to strike by

intreoducing a procedure of arbitration which makes it impossible to have lepgal

recourse to the strike as a means-of~d ing union rights.
In its consideration of “educational mdtters in the Territory the Council

has had available to 1t the valuable cbservations of UNESCO, MMy delegation would
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like to associate itself in gereral terms with the recommendations to be found

in the UNESCO document, and we would take the liberty of repeating once again

our concern that school attendance in the two regions of the Territory. is so

out of proportion, 91 per cent of the children in the. South attending ‘schicol
vhile O per cent do so in the North. It is true that these figu:es repfesent-'

an improvement in comparison with the past year, but even so the rate of progress
in the_ﬁ;;gh is véxy slow. The wastage which occurs at various stages in.
education seems to be an ever~recurring problem and my delegation hopes that in
future we shall have more precise information about the causes of the considerable

wvastage which occurs at varicus stages in school attendance.
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The number of pupils in secondary schools seems to be very smell, especially
if we take into account the fgzgﬁggggﬂggﬁzghsecondary and highér education that
will provide those persons who will occupy posts in the civil service, and so on,
in the Territory. . We continue to be interested in the growth of technical =
education in the Territory, and we are very happy to note that during the year
under consideration there was an increase in the interest shown by students in
this type of technical or vocaticnal education -- especially in'vhat is called
"manual education, However, there is a case in which there has been a decrease
in the number of students, namely, the case of the technical school at ‘Douala.
My delegation would recommend that the reason for this should be studied. We are
happy to see that the Legislative Assembly is interested in educational matters,
and. we think that the reconsideration by the corresponding authorities of the  *
objectives:in_fundamental education was. indeed a very fine idea,- ' ’

Finally, my delegation would associate itself with the opinion voiced in
this Council to the effect that the Administering Authority and the Territorial
Government should explore the possibility of establishing & university in the
Territory which could be attended by lpcal_high school graduates. The
establishment of institutions of higher education seems all the more necessary

since the cost of scholarships abroad is constantly increasing, and since there

are many more applicants for those scholarships and the Territory needs more and
more graduates from such higher schools. _

We would not wish to conclude our comments on the Cameroons under Irench
administration without, in the first place, EXFEEEEEEEijﬁg;ﬁﬁjig?nn+4nn with the
development of political, economic and social institutions in the Territory. _We
are very gratified_g§h%he inecreasing participation of éﬂgiiﬁaigenous population
in all these activities. It thereby shows its maturity and gives proof that 1t

is now in a position to exerclse self-government and even to achieve Independence.,
We should like also to extend our c0ngratulatioﬁs to the Administering Authority
for the pertinent and abundant information which has been supplied. In particular
we would extend our thanks to the representative of France and the special
representative for the numerous clarifications which they have been kind enough

to give my delegation and other members of the Council, Ve would also like to
thank them for the very courteous and patient manner in which they replied to 21l

the questions which we addressed to them.
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The FRESIDENT (interpretation from Sranish): With the conclusion

of the staterent of the representative of Guatemala we have concluded the
general debate on the Cameroons under French administration. It still remains
for us, at a later date, to hear the final siatement of the Administering
Authority. I should like to thank members of the Council for the major effort
which they heve made in completing their final statements during yesterday and -
today in order to enable the .Council to adhere to iﬁs programrce of work.

Before adjowrning the meeting, I should like to make the following
statement,  Some representatives have stated that they did not enter iﬁggftoo
many details of the situation in the Territory in order to please the Fresident
and to speed up our work, -I wish to stress that the main concern of the

President is that the Council's work should proceed with maximum efficiency and

care. I think that the earliness of the hour at which ve have finished this
I _—b—--‘_h_“'-—-—
morning iEQEE that we xeally have done very well., e shall meet again at

2.50 DPelle

The meeting rose at 12.25 p.m.
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TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL -- TAKE 1

The general debate on conditions in the Cameroons under French administration
was continued this morning.by the Trusteeship Counecil., :

VITTORIO ZADOTTI (Italy) said the adoption of the new political statute for
the Cameroons was "admirably planned," "admirably timed," and "admiraLly fitted"
to the conditions in the territory, The new democratic institutions, he said,
were not only taking over the responsibilifies conferred upon them, but had .
shown "considerable vitality" in their accomplishuents,

The Trusteeship Council, he felt, should express its satisfaction to both
the administering authority and the Cameroonien people for the progress achieved,

Mr. ZADOTTI also noted with satisfaction two other matters, One, he said,
was the fact that the door was ieft-open in the statute for further enl:rgement
of the powers of the Cameroonian government. The other was the "excell.at
relationshlp“ between the administering authority and the Cameroonian pz ple.

He noted with regret however, that, while the majority of the population
were united in support of the new institutions, a small minority had continued
to resort to violence. .He hoped those involved would not disregard the opportunity
afforded them under the newly promulgated amnesty law., The Trusteeship Council,
he felt, should make it clear that observance of normal democratic practice was a
precondition for the return of a climate of trust..

- After reviewing conditions in other fields, Mr. ZADOTTI said the year under
review had been one of "remarkable accomplishments" for which both the administering
authority and the Cameroonian people deserved commendation. -

GEORGES TOMCH (Syria) declared that the adoption of the ammesty law had
led his delegation to hope for an 1mprovement in the situation in the Cameroons.
However, according to press reports, there had been the recent resignation of the
Cameroonian Prime ldinister, end the continuation of the activities of "rebel bands™
in the Sanaga-laritime and Bamileke regions. Military units had been brought in
. from French Equatorial Africa and many people had been imprisoned and arrested.

The Cameroons, he said, did have unity before the last quarter of a century
when the territory was divided up and placed under British and French administration.
The present trouble, in his view, stemmed from the fact that the "peopi.e under

(more)
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colonial rule" realized more and more that they: could not Mearry the heavy load
of injustices" imposed on tﬁem. The people of the Caheroons weré no exception.

The dissolition of the UPC, he said, had been an "unfortunate development"
in the relatluns bebween the adm*nlstering authority and the Cameroonian people,
he added. ) '

- As for the new statute, Mr. TOMEH made the following comments: it contained
no prov;ezon providing for 1ntermed1ate targeus for self-government or independence;
he had.,he 1mpress¢on that integration with Fr Cance was ccntemplaued rather than the
creatlon of an 1ndegendent cameroons, and ‘there were the llnztao¢ona on the powers
transferred to the Cameroons. _ _

He called for measures to achieve the independence aﬁd uﬁity of the;bamerocns,
10 encourage the polltlcal parties to work toward this, and to invest the Cameroonig
legislature and executive bodies with real powvers,

EDMOND SYLVAIN (Haltl) vieved the nev statute as a step toward tle achievement
of the purposes of the trusteeship. A Cameroonien legislative assembl, and a
cabinet respsuklble to that assembly had been established. However, c ~tain
misgivings of his .delegation with regarq to the situation in the terrl sry had not
been allayed.

' Durlng the last electlons for the leglslatlve assembly, he noted, one important
segment of the population, as represented by the dissolved UPC and its affiliated
- parties, did not talie part. While he was not condoning the activities of thesé
parties, he felt that their ndn—participation had falsifiedlthe results of the
election, the extent of which only the future could tell. ‘

He regretted that the passage of the ammesty law had not brou;iit about the
expected relaxatipn of tensions. This however did not Justify the continuation
of violence. The amnesty law had been passed tardily and it covercd a limited
.rahge of cases. As a result, there had been a stiffening of positions which;
he said, was regrettable.

He appealed to the admlnlsterlng authority to review its policy and to make
still greater effort to calm the more excited elements. He hoped the administering
authority would show a greater understanding of the impatience of those Camerdonian:

to enjoy self-government, while there was still time.

(END OF TAKE 1)
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U KYAW MIN (Burma) said he viewed the situation.in'the Cameroons with both.
hope and anxiety. His hope was based on the fact that,after a "prolonged period
of political stagnation,"” the territory was nov.entering;a new phase. -Given
_.proper guidance, he said, tbe developments held good promise for the futurei!-

-His anxiety, he continued, was not in respect to the.ultimate future of the
territory, for he was confident.that the Cameroons would attain nationhood.-: It
steummed from the possible consequences of the clash between progress and reaction.
He hoped the "black patches," now vieible; would not grow and move the territory
in the wrong direectionie » b2 viedd v v Ede - @0 Tl apen .

~.While his delegation deplored "disruptive forcee ". he felt  that in this: case
repentance should be given a second chance." The aunesty law, he notzd, .covered
events of limited scope. : Ly, : u 0 i . _

. The Burmese representative hoped that. the edminastering -authority would.set
intermediete target dates. for  the :progressive trensfer]of further powvers to the
Cameroons. The new statute, he said, gave the territory a measure of self-rule,
but not yet the status of full sovereignty. As such, it represented an important
. step forward. RN o ; n _

Turning to other developments he considered that the territory had benefited
from the financial aild received from France for its economic development. - How-
ever, he believed that no territory should remain indefinitely dependent on outside
financial aid for its economic development. Domestic capital, he said, must
assume the principal role, . : i

In saying this, he made clear that he was not adyocating that France should
end its financial aid. Such aid should continue, as long as it was necessary.
What he wished to stress was the importance of building up domestic capitel and
of encouraging eeV1ngs for produc»ive purposes._ _

Mr. KYAW MIN suggested that measures ehoulﬁ De taken to require foreign
companies to reinvest a certain portion of their profits in the territory.

JOSE ROLZ (Guatemala) said the "state of crisis" in the territory had been
going on for many years. While it was difficult to find the underlying causes,
.1t was nevertheless the duty of both the Council and the administering authority

to do so. (more)
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The two Cameroons, he said, were both reaching the final stages before inde-
pendence and a populer coneultation ‘of the population as to their future was
envisaged. It vas the duty of the United Nations, he said, to ensure.that the .~
views of the populefion in such consultation should be expressed freelyfend in;_
full knowledge of the implications of their decisions, o

Pending thet consultation, he suggested that both administering authorities
ehould prepare the groundwork for the holding of a simultaneous plebiscite in
both Caueroons in order to ascertain the wishes of the Cameroonian people.

Turning to other fielda, Mr. ROLZ hoped that the adwinistering authority
would provide the Council, in 4ts next annual report, an evaluation of the results
zohieved under the 10-year economic development plan. The second part of the
10-yeer plen, he said, aid not seem to give the expected reeulte in the field of
' egricultural production.

" He urged that most of the processing activities ehould take place in the
_territory iteelf, He alao hoped that the adminiatering authority would provide'
information concerning the aeeooiation of the territory with the European Common
Market, o : '

' The trade union movement he went on, hed developed well but certain measures
teken recently had been regarded by trade union 1eaders as restricting workers'
righte. He hoped that France would examine and modify such measures .

_ He expressed concern at the great diecrepeney in school attendance between

‘the north and the south. Although the figures represented an improvement, the .

. rate of increase in the north appeared to be slow. He hoped the authorities would

' consider the poselbllity of establishing a uni?ereity in the territory.

The Preeident, EMILIO ARENALES CATALAN (Guatemala), said the debate on the.
French Cameroons had been concluded. The adminietering authority, he added '
would make its closing stetement at a later meeting.'

The Council will meet again at 2:30 p.m. today when it will begin discussion
of conditione in Tanganyika.

(END OF raKE.e'AND OF‘ERESS'RELEASE TR/1359)





