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.AGENDA ITEiviS 4d and 5 

EXAMINATIO.N OF CONDITIONS IN THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH 

ADr1iIIUSTRATION: ( cont:i ~ued) • 

(a) ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ADtfuNISTERING AUTHORITY FOR 1956 (T/1351, 1554, 1363; 

T/L.813) 

(b) PE.rITIOJ:JS F.AISING GENERAL QUESTIONS (T/L .• 813; T/PET,4 and 5/11; · 

T/PET,4 a!1d 5/L .. l~, 16~_.17 .andAdd.l and 2; T/_C0~~.4 and 5/L.2; T/PET.5/L.416, 

417, 430 to 432, 434 to 45i) 

At the invitation of the President , Mr . Deniau, special representative for the 

Trust Territory of tl}e Caroeroons under ~-rench administration, took a place at the 

Trusteeship C.oµncil t~ble. 

Mr . ZADO'ITI (Italy): Hhen, last year, the Council was informed of the 

promulgation of Decree 57-501 of 16 April 1957 setting forth the StatutJLof the 

Cnmeroons, ·by which a consider~b~:e measure of self:-government · was granted -to the 

Cameroonian people, my dei~ge.ti~:ri , \1.fter ha.v'ing sought ' so·me clarificat.ion from the 

Freqch representative, diQ not at that stage consider it proper to comment on the 

various provisions of the Statute . I wish to emphasize that our attitude was not 

motivated by lack of interest a,1d appreciation for the very i mportant step to.ken by 

the Administering Authority. Rather, we felt, as we feel now, that a theoretical 

analysis of the provisions of the Statute would hardly serve the :purpose. We felt, 

as we feel now, that it would have been preferable to consider the merits of this 

very important document after it had been implemented. In this connexion I can 

quote the old English sayi·,ig to the effect that the proof of the pudding is in the 

eating thereof. 

i-le are now in a position to state that the adoption of the §.t.at.ute . was .•. _:__ -----admirably plen.ied • ably tirned and very well fitted to the conditions of the 

Terri ory . • • T~e Terri to~ial A~se~ibiy . elected in D~c-ember 1956 by universal adult 
·.· - . .•. . : ' .. . . ·- . : - ' . 

suffrage h~s pow bec_ome the uew Le_gislative Assemb°ly -- a truly representative 

organ of the Cameroonian peop_le,. He know that · the Assembly has been _very active in 

its legislative work, and that it will be called upon to solve more pressing and 

more important problems in the future \Tith a view to completing the :-iecessary 

iraplementatim1 of the Statute. 



BHS/mm T/PV.871 
6 

(Mr. Zadotti, Italy) 

'· A C~eroonian Goverri'llent enjoying the cQl!f_idence of this Assembly -' was 

formed/·and it has bee:1 replaced quite recently by a ne"i- one, as we just learned. 

from the ·representative of France. In other words~ ·the-·ne-w- democratic • 

institutions ·have not only taken over tbe responsibilties required of tbem by 

·th~ ;Statute, but have sliown · considerable vitality in their accomplishments. 

Tiie'~J ~~cornplisbments are recorded in tae documentation before us, and I shall not 

tak.J the tini.e of the Council to enumero.te them. I shall only note that ·in the 

opinion of my delegation the new Trust State now enjoys fully all the. powers -

graritea.· to it by . the. Sta.tute . 1-Te think in this -connexion, that the Council 

shouid 0express its satisfaction both t o the Administering Authority and to 

the Ca,,11~roonian Govc·.::-t"L-nent. • 

·- It; can be obse,.""'red that the Administering Authority is still ·retaining 
J • •• • . 

·certain powers . In i;his connexion we think it useful to point out.that these 

powers are retain.ed mainly because, in our view, they cottld not be · surrendered 
. . 

without prejudice to the exercise ·of the responsibility incwnbent on the 

Administering· Authority by virtue of·.the Truotceshi1, Agreement. In any event, 

we are very· gratified to note th~t the door is left open by the Statute itself 

to further enlargement of the powers of the Cameroonian institutions. 

He think, therefore; that "it .:rould be pointless at this stage to analyse 

which powers could be further surrendered to the Cameroonian authorities, since 

the Statute guarantees_ that they can at any stage demand an amendment of the 

Statute. · 

I want to ·note with great on.ti·Gfaction cne more important fact in t he 

political field. During the year under review an excellent relationship in the 

political situation o-f the Territory has been noticeable between the 

Administering J.:u·bbority and the Cameroonian people . In this connexion, we must 

note with deep regret that while the overwhelming majority of the Cameroonian 

people is united in supporting the Cameroonian Government, a small minority is 

still resorting to violence. May I so.y very frankly that we cannot accept the 

method of violence. It is well kno,m that violence calls for more violence 

and that the inevitable outcome is only bloodshed and loss of human life. 
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(Mr. Zadotti, Italy) 

The AcJ~i:1:.ster:i,ng- Autbori ty, . by the adoption of the aronest:l_ law., bas now 

offered. what I ~ight,- ce.1+ t he :tradi tion!!l oli v.e branch . ;,e hopeiha. t this . 
' . . . ' . ' . : . .. ''; 

opportunity_, ~-ri.ll ~ot be; . disregarded .and. that t he ~i tuation vill. soon _turn for 

the better . . . I~ our op::.:1ion, • the. Ccuncil, wl:iile ~o:¥lllending the Administering_ 

Autuority.:.for t i:,e ,p:pcr.:•.:J..g.:~~0·.:.on o.f. 1,he • amuesty, should al&o make 1:t clesr .to those . . . . 
concerte.d that '.;_he o1:i.::r-rv3n~:e Qf norm~l l'!.emo~ratic ~rcctice is ,~he prncondition 

fo r :tr ... , o.t~ irn.:ient o:~ ~ _cli,mt_e of comp:.~te +Jru.st in the 'Ierri tory and for its 

peaceful and rapid~~ 

• Tu.rning- nmr-. t d_evel .c•pment, it_ c ,::,,:-i be observ_ed that proere.ss i n 

this fiel.d he::;_ !?eer: ·.~•--.L·ac.:i_: .:; J,.ess . ;;;pectr,.cu),ar~ . How~ver, . no one yill cleny that 

here al:10 there is ,:;:i.e£ir 1;v:!.dence of t Lc ener:;r;tic ~,ray in .,,hich the 

Administerine ·/,uth0 r.-:C·\~y L,; ; facing the p:rob.~_em~ of . thf.! economic dcvelo_pment of 

the Territory. · In. 'u':l.:-.s· con.1.exicn, . . it · is .worth __ !,lotins that the: bur_den of f~nancing 

the -variocs :p1a!lS :.s :still 0orne by -the Adminls tering Autho.ri ty . Bu'!=, tl,lf;? 

Cameroonia.n Governme..1-t ~as·. ::1cw be~n closely associa te cl not c-nly with their 

iw£.lemen-t.ntion but alGo wi+,i'l their -preparation. . . , 

·It, is true that -many. problems remai-~ to be. _solved, p~_gre~~ 

to a.11 • under~developed countri~s: . -:budgetary ~ .fficul;ties, low produc~ion,. 

def:Lci t -.in balance of trade _and ~f payments_, _shortage o! . ea.pi ta.1. i.nvcstmerits, 

and .so forth • . -nut it is also tru~ that the .Adr::linistertng Aut'hority is .doing_ . . ' . . . . , . . 

its best to reraedy this •si tunti on. A ten.- year. pl.ap., fina.nc~d :i,nos~ly b;y: FIDES . 

funds, has been terminated. Though its results. ·are not known in detail, __ it is. 

not impossible for us •to detect at. this .stage -~ 1?s 1:'enef~cio.l e_f~ects • .. These 

effects are more evident in the fields of .producti~:>n, :industrializa tion, .~radP., . 

credit e..::id so forth . . 

. · Here: aga:i.n. we believe that .:the Council . s_ho~l~· a.c?..nowl e4ge i ~s a:ppre,ciation 
. ~ .. ------· ··-· 

to , tbe Adr:iiniste:ring Authority .a..nd to the Cerc:::roonian .Gov:ermnent . 
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(Mr. Zadotti, Italy) 

Without entering into any details on the various accomplishments in 

this field, I would rather confine myself to pointing out three of them 

which in the opinion of my delegation deserve the full attention of the 

Council, nemely the completion of a new alur.iinium .plant at Edea, the 

creation of credit co-operatives, and in general the very interesting 

activity of la Societe africaine de prevoyance. We trust that the Council 

will consider these ~opm ith ·mueh satisfaction. 

I now come to t ocia educational fields I wish to say, to begin 

with, that the development in these fields is of great interest to my delegation . 

We realize what an impoi:tant element this development represents for the general 

advancement of the Territory. But my delegation finds itself in a rather 

peculiar situation. We know that practically the complete totality of~ 

ha_ve~~end:t:rred to the Cameroonian Governme~t. So we can say that in 

this particular field the Cameroonian Government is entirely self-governing. 

Therefore, in the opinion of my delegation it would be some11bat difficult to 

comment on what the Cameroonian Go,,ernment as a self-governing body has c.one 

in this field . It is for that reason that we will only confine ou! remarks to 

suggesting that the Council should express its appreciation of and its confidence 

in the work of the Carueroonian Government. 

In conclusion, I would say that the year under review has been one of 

remarkable accomplishment. We should therefore like to congratulate both 

- -----the Adoinistering A~u~~~a~a~r~1 .... ty and the Cameroonian people, which, in our opinion, 

deserve the commendation of the Council. I elso wish to express the appreciation 

of my delegation to the representative of France and to the special representative 

who have so well performed the difficult task of giving the Council up-to-date 

and invaluable information. It bas been through this information that we have 

been able to discuss, in the context of the 1956 annual r eport, conditions in 

the Territory for the year 1957 and, if I may add, for the first few months 

of 1958. 
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Mr . TOMER ~'/While t he deliberation in this Council were going 

on regarding the Fre~roons, a nu.l!Jber of ·events took place simultaneously, 

leading us to assume that there is a turn for the better in the Cameroons: first, 

the adcption by the French Parliament of an an:nesty law to abolish sentences 

against Cameroonians for politicel infractions committed before 2 January 1956, 

provided that such Ca.meroonians we:·e not deprived of their liberty for a 

twenty-year ·duration; secondly; the resignation of the Prime Ninister, Mr . Nbida, 

preceded by a change of a High Commissioner . 

Nevertheless , the scanty trickle of information received about the French 

Cameroons during our deliberations goes to -show that the situation .is not as 

happy as we desire it to be. We ·gather that ·rebel bands continue their 

To put an end to such activities in Sanaga-Maritime ~ the Bamileke region . 
~ -----a rstate of affairs, military enforcements a.mounting to two companies were 

declared to come ·from French Equatorial Africa. La Presse de ·Cameroun wrote 

on ·11~ and 15 December that the UPC need not hope that tJ:1e army shall be --leaving at the end of several · weeks or several months - - the army would remain · 

as long as the rebellion wes tak.i"hg place. 

At the same moment that the French Parliament granted the · ~P"'Sty law, 

the sub di vision of . Nga.mbe • wi tnes·se'd between · 15 De_ceniber and i"-nid- J e.nuary 

a massacre in which a large number of innocent men, wcroen and children lost their 

lives. Pol:t.tical prisoners in Edea have been compelled to undergo forced labour 

without being permitted the visit of medical officers. · Some of them, like 

Kameni Anatole, delegate of the Association de Notables ·Kamerounais to the 

eleventh session of the Oeneral Assembly of the United Nations, have been 

exiled to :unknown· places . Others, like Jean Bayiha, are subjected to corporal 

punishment. 
-----In December 1957, it was r eported that Dr~ Marcel· Bebey-Eyidi, . publisher 

- ---:-----
of the weekly _periodical, L 1Cpinion au Camerou.n, -and petitioner to the Fourth 

Committee at the eleventh session of the General Assembly had been ar~ed 

for re-establishing a dissolved orcanization . 

On 7 January 1958, The New York Times reported that over a seven-week 

period, . twenty-nine had been killed and seventeen kidnapped -- a.11 .thic; to sh::iw - -that the situation in the French Cameroons at the presen~time is far from beins 

normal. 
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(Nr . Tom eh , Syria) 

We do not need to investigate at length the cau~es of t9is unhappy state 

of 1:;1ffaix:s . ile all .know the ·facts of history . Hl::iat is taking place nov in 

tthe . Carue:roons is b.ut a -m~nifestation . of the deep revi yal. that is taking place 

, awakening .to their rights an4 

dign~ties and r .evolting _a gainst _.a rule. aroitrarily imposed on them. 

'.L'he divisiqn .of . the Comeroon.s.into +\ritish and French was._arbitrary and 

a~c identa.l. I_t : is enot,tgh to quote a . short passage from the Encyclopaedia 

Britannica: 

" Durin3 Horld ·War I British and French troops conquered the Carneroons 

and : in 1916, ;3.fter the German forces had been _defeated, France and 

Great Bri t~.in agreed upon. a temp orar:y di visioning of the _ _!.~rr;i. tory, 

which gave the former a'oqut nin.e-tenths of _ the Territory , whereas the 

section adj~ining Nige,ria: .came UJ:1der Brit.ish ~ontrol. . In J~ly ·1919, 

the Camerool'l:s was formally, divi~e_d by_ the London Declaration signed 
. ' . 

by Great Britain .and Franc_e •11 

Thone )rears d?,d not witness Qnl,y the qivision and suqdivision of the Camero~. 

but many other countries in the world, inc,luding my own, suffered the same 

fate . Thus, whereas now we have to deal with ,the French and British Cameroons 

separately, it. ip obvious that -n~s par of 

Af~ .• 

The trouble that we have been. facing in t~1e last quart~r .of the century 

stems from . this __ fact, nai:1ely, _the.t peoples _ under colonial rule have_ come to 

realize more· anp. more that -th_ey eannot carry on a heavy load of injus~ice 

arbitrarily imposed u;ric;>n them. 

The Cameroonians are no exception to this situct.ion . In their politic.al 

development in recent times, t~ie problem of reunification bus been basic nnd 
------::~:----:--- - -predominant•·. From lS,26 to 1935,. t:1e Lea.s ue of Hat ions had oeen flooded with 

petitions urging uni fication . In the last three years, .40,000 petition:; were 

sent to the Council in support of independence and unity. 

'l'he French .Goverr.ment proceE:cled with reforms to tranquilize the country, 

but the condition necessar-y f.or executing reform, which is to have co.-operation 

bet,:een the indigenous populat_ion and the Administering [1.uthorities, does not 

seem to exist . 
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(l•ir • Tome h , Syri a) 

The dissolution of .. the UPC. constitutes an unfortunate development in 

the relations_ bet.ween th_e Fi·ench a.uthori ties and the Carueroonian people, for 
. . . . ~ . . . , 

rny ·de~egation ~elieves that a better and more peaceful situation woul4 have 

developed if this di~solution did not. take place . 
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(iir. Tomeh. Syria) 

It appears from the statement of a Car,1eroonian p_etitioner to the Fourth . 

Committee that negotiaticns, . did at . one time take place between French 

repreeenta~ive_s_ and_ a representativ~. of the UPC. On 30 November 1957, 

Mr. i'-loumie of t he UPC was aslrnd what had been the outcome o.f the meeting between 
• ,.. . . . 

himself end Mr. d'Arboussier. i-lr . Howriie replied that hr. d'Arboussier had 

sought him out and had invited him to leave the opposition and to collaborate 

with France. Hr. d I Arboussier had told hirn that if he a13reed to tal,e part 

in the elections he would have the support of France, which would endeavour 

to find him a ministerial post. i•ir. 1-lourni.e replied that he was not fightinu 

to satisfy his personal ambition but to defend the ~nterests of the Cameroonian 

people, 

With regard to the ~f!!'e .. tjj,) ~f t he Cameroons published in the Journal 

Officiel of the French Republic of 18 April 1957, for the intrcducticn of :Which 

the Trusteeship Council commended the Adminietering Authority and considered it 

to be an important step towards the attainment of its objectives, ri1y delegation 

wishes to mal~e the following observations. 

First, the Statute does not contain any stipulation about intennediate 

targets in t h e development of the Territory for the attainment of self-govern.'Uent 

and independence. We wish to observe, at the same time, that neither the opening 

statement of the representative of France nor of the special representative 

contained anything to that effect. The L~plementation of the Council's 
• ~ 

recommendations in accordance with Article 7o b of the Charter is in order and 

would, in the o):?inion of my delegation,contribute greatly towards bringing peace 

to the region and towards better relations between France and the Cemeroons. 

Secondly, a reading of the Statute leaves the impression that the integration ,..-----
of thEl French F> oons into the French Union ~llL~~:8;';;,ee:-r.:m-e-:~ 

creatio independent ~ameroons. • wish particularly to refer to article 8 
°";?,h.-,;.,..,.,0rr,--ico.meroons I citizens the right to enjoy the several civic 

and socialrii;..~ts of French citizens and giving at the same t~le French citizens 

by virtue of reciprocity o.11 the ri5hts attaching to the status of citizens 

of the Cameroons. We believe t ho.t this rcciproci ty is much more in favour of 

French citizens than . Caineroons I citizens for obvious reasonc as to number end 

qualifications. 
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(l'lir. Tomeh, Syria) 

Thi.rdly, in spi.te of o. long list enumerating methods which· fall undefr the 

jurisdiction. of the Legi~i~tiv~ A~sembly and the local governme;t, the fact 
. - . .. \ . . ' ' :· . . ' . 

rema;i.ns that . ~he :powers.are more formal than ~ctual in view of the great 

authority giyen in_\;11e. Sta.~ll.te to the ·High Commissioner. I belleve • that this 

matter has been amply dtscuss~d during our deliberations and does not warr~nt· 

any further analysis. The normai and logical result both in the interests of 

France and the Camero9ns would be: first, to ascertain the rights of the 

Cameroons to independence und unity; secon.dly, ·to encourage the setting ·up 
. . ' 

of demo.~rRtic politic~l .Parties ~tending for unit;Y ru1d independence; and,'_ thi~dly~· 
to inve~t .the legislative and e~ecutive authorities of the Cameroons w:i.th actual 
powers. • _,,.,,--- • • ·) • , • • • 

With reg~rd to th -~co~om~~ s • ~tion, it is obvious that,· if the resources 

of the cou~t;Y are fully~m::m. and if m~ing anu indust&¥ ~dev~ioped more· 

an~ indigenous popuiati.on would enjoy a. higher standard of living, It 

would be redundan~ .to bri~g up a.gain -all th.e points that have b-een r·o.ised· ·and 

discussed with the special representative and the representative of France. But 

my delegatio~ wishes to subscribe to the observat'ion in paragraph 47 of the 

wor:dng doc1,1IJ1ent (T/L,813) to the effect that African participation in commerce 
. . . . ' . . 

and indust relatively small up to the present time . 

As t ....__~~ although t he Labour Code for the Overseas Territories lays 

down the rig t . :to work, the principle.s of equality of remuneration and of the 
.. 

total. payment of wages in cash and recognizes freedom of association and the right 
.. . .. : . . . . .. ' . • 

to strike, the .labour situation betwe~n employers and employed is far from being 
. . . • ' 

a satisfactory one . Nr. Ngom of the Confederation Generale Cameronne.ise de 

Travail, peti tion~r to the Fourth Committee o·n Monday, 25 November 1957, explained 

how since 1944, when the right to form trade unions had been recognized in the 

Territory, ~hat right met with pronounced hostility from .the employers and the 

authorities . He cited as an example of the policy of repression to which ·the 

trade unions and wori~ers had been subjected since 1955 t he case of the agricultural 

wor:!.;:er·s on the rub be~ plantation at Dizengue in ·sunaga Maritime. Those wor:,ers 

had been. on :S~l;'ike for a month in 1955 in defence of their trade union rights and 

in protest against a wage of 146 francs a day. Troops had been sent . in ond the 

organizers of the strike had been given sentences ranging from one to four years 

of :Imprisonment. All the workers vho had belonged to the union, who amcuntcd to 
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more than ha_lf the 3,500 worlters · on t he plantation, had been dismisse.d and 
• • • • • • , •. \ ~•. • • \ • •• J •' • :: ~ • • .',', I • " • 

ruthlessly t 'urned out of their liuts. . The funds and the cards of the union. had .. ' . ' . ' . • . . i 

been confls·cated~ • 'i'h~· di:rec.tor of· the co1~po.ny, an'a. • this is from his . statement,. 

a French sen'c1to·r, had ·f;rbidden any activity by the CGi(T :;n-- t~~-- ~-l~~;t.atio~; · 'W~ -~~~1 

covered an are~ · of sixt~e~ b:y_ eight k.ilo10etr~s. Oth~r· ini/tanc~,s • w:ere. ~~s~ • • •• • 

ment ioned ~~ : :~r~~e that ~he __ rela~ion~~een er~)ayer~ and __ emplo~ 

accordance with the tenns of 'the labour Code of the Cumeroons . . . 
----- 0 • ' .' • :, • : • . •• • • • ' •,' • I'·• 0 

0 

,; ;, , ' 
0 

I ' ' •.: • • 

0 

• l , 

\Tith regard t6 education, rny delegation wishes . to +aY i:;pecittl emphasis on 
• . ~ . ' ··: . • . :•. . • . . . • . • . : : . . • • • ! : . • .. • . . : . • • • • . . • . .. • • • . ; • , • •. • : • : ! . • • • ' 

this field .. ·rt is our custom to discuss political life in the beginning and . 
edu.cationai' liie • at the ·e1~d. • •• I .b'eii~ve. it ·w~\.d.d -b~ ;·mo'~e· a~eq~~-~e t~ . follo~T the 

re~~::.~;-der, fo·r, . as· 1· had ;o~c~~i~n to . ~ay' ·.~·011t~c-al l :i'f~· ':i.s -~~-aningless . ,-~~tl;out 

f oundation . Hex:e I may _f!ote,, ._as llc1·s aJ,reC\dY. _been na.ted 1 t~1e . 
. . . . . . . . .; .: . • ; ~. : : _.; ,' . ~.: ~ -.•• . ! . :· .- . ; ·-:~:! •. ... ·i .:,.; ,_~ · · ~ ·: . • •• • .. : ; • 

greau • <> arity tho.t exists in education bet.ween the i-iorth nnd :the South . 
: · ·, ::, :· . .; ••. _: .·• !·: . . . ':, . ~ •. • •. ;:: .. •.• ~ ... : : :: :·:. :'.' ... • .... . • • • • . , ·· :: . i '.· · : ' : '. • • • ~ . ' • • • / . 

Cameroons o.nd also between the munber or; pub.lie J?rin;a.ry schools and pri vat~ 
... ·~ • : . : ·, • • • ' ; ·: . • : , • • . ~ • ·. •. • • •. : • • . .. · ; •• : . • • •. : _ : f • •• ·, • ' . ... • . . : ·.' • i •• . • .• . ~ _; • ' . : • • • . . . • • . • 

primary schools . He believe. that t he Adr.iinistering Authority shoul_d : devote much 
j ..... .. . :·• ."' ,.• ;. :·:=: ........ . ; / :·•·~ . . •: !.: . . !,·~ :· . ,.~; ; M' ; , • : • : · · ~ :. : __ • \, • . • • : ! •• • •: 

more co.re than they have so far to the system of public edus::e..tion and. it,6 
i' ; ~ • " • •: ••; ~ • • • : • • • > < • ; • .:: • • •• • '! • • ••••; ; : : ; • :, :: : • • ,:• : • • • : •. • • • • ' I • • • .,, • ••• • 

necessary expansion. · It does seem, on the other hand,, that the numb.er of . 

indigenou/t~ach~-r~ 1/;~l~ti~~-ly s~~ii ';~ , -~~~~ .,;ith the ~~t~;ti~~, a:nd t .l~~t 

parti;uia~ atten~i~n o~ght. \,o. ~e . d~v~t~d· 'to' t~-a~h~~s I ~~l~~;ls· ~~d· to • fu~dam~ntal 
.' I • • • • • • I : • ...:. ,1 :: : : . 1:,-.. • • • ; , •, • • , • • 

education . ..: •' 

I th.inlt. :i~ · w~uid be· a;p·;;~riate in thi~. gen.eral debate to emphni.lizc .some 

basic p~·i~~-ci_;ie~ • ·id • cont~~i-~t~t;:~•t ·~~.1:1 . t~ ~P~:~i·f ·:I.~ i,:o·i~t~ ,' -~~: I_ -~~' afra~a..:_thet 

e. l~~gth/ discu~sion of .. d~tails o.nd 
1

purticulnrs may be c~ndu;iv~· to-. l~oi~,> Gight 
I • ·: :. • • •, • , • • •,. • :• : • • ~ • '• • • •• • • • •: • • • : ~ •, :• • • • • •:,. • • • • •.:,'! • ; •,• • • • • • •• ' • • t) : • • • •. • 

of the ·ultimate objectives . For here . we o_re face to fo.ce not only with specific 

cases pertaining5\o- ;sp~Cif~~, coioriiai ', ribtintli.es, \;~t-als:o • Wi ~i/ a d~,f ~ni·f; .. : • • : .• 
. • • : ~ • : _' • • ' • • ., • ' ': _- l • · .. • ' : . •"' • • • • ; •; • • • • ; '. • ' • : • • • • • • • . ' • ' • • • ; • • • • • . .. 

mentality and paychology inGpiring o whole. sy':>tem, fo:t; the reme<ly of .which . th_e . . . . . . . . : .. : . .. . 
'l'rusteesh:i..p Syste1n has been devised·. . It has been customary ii.:i certain countri~s, 

and unfo;tune.tely -~~ ~ 'to clesc;ib~ ac·' Co~~~i~t., o~/~~tio~~i ~nti-c~{~nt;l •. :·. ,:" .... 

liberating' mov~ment'~ 1;··Af1:ic~· .• or. ·Asia~ •. i ~he.11, ,ho~.;e~~r; be: ;ont~µ~ ~~ ®~t-e , ?, 

i-Te~te~n '.ir~ ter -- • in • fa~t ~ ~n.:/1~eric~n w.ri·be~ .. ~ - '{,ir . C. ,_ L~ · Sulz~·erg~~- ~f . ·T~~ , 
New Yor:i ,Tim~s, • ~cmmenti~g ' b~ 'c~~t~i~ ~nfo;tu~ate c.nd. ~r~~i~ . ~~~-c~ts •• ttia~ ·h~~e • •. 

taken ple.c~ r~cen~ly. U~~er ~h~_/i t:te 11T~!~ 1,g~nie~ ~f _qi ~:i.~;13_ .. lJ.P .Emp~r~" .. , .. 17~ :~~~~~-te: 
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11 It i s alrnost us cruel and bloody a process to relinquish as to make 

en empire . 'fhis old truism of history wo.n learned successively by Rome, • 
. I<actr_i_d_,-___ Viem!~~o.:-:n:-:d;-;C~Q___--n:-s:-:t~u::-n:-:-c~· 1:--. n::-o:_--:p~l~e-. -N;:,::-ov=-=1-=a-=:g:-=a""'1""'n--,Lo'"=n:-:dr:o:-:-:n=--=a::-::n~ar-'ip~e.::-:r-:-:1;-:. s::-:. a:-:r:::-:e::---- - · -acquaintinl3 themselves with i ts .sad, bitter verity. 11

, 
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Parti tiori . such as occurred· in :the Cii!neroons, has unfortunately be<:;9me ?· 

::protot~ternationa.l se·ttlements . ·'But partition, says SulzberGer, in· 

India prod.uced mill ions of dead and a .permanent brink of war in I-(ashmir , Partition 

in my own country, Palestine, .produced two full- scale Arab- Israeli wars . I quote 

again from his article : 

"Hhen Woodrow Wilson, a coolly r easonable man, unlocked the 

Pandora's box of nationelism forty years a go, he did not foresee 

that cool r eason was the least element which would appl y in solving 

the d i fficultien presented as , one after anotherJ new groups of 

people dem~nded the right of nationhood and their old rulers fought . 
to check t he pace of imperial dissol ution. " 

He have been reminded by some representatives at this conferen ce table 

of pri nciples of morality. It is really gratifying to hear this . I can assure 

you, ivlr . President, in all modesty and humil ity, that there is no subject on 

which I like to dwell more than the subject of morality. But rno:ca.lity is neither 

slenderous nor arroGant . Moral~ty is humble ond J.ovin.g, because it suffers for 

its own end other people ' s sins . Morality puts the disturbing, challengin['; 

q_uestion to every men : . Arn I my brother's keeper? When a.nsve::s e.re inspi:i.•ea. 

by this question, I ce.n assure you, i:ir . President, that many 01' hur.1uni ty ' s ilis 

will be heal ed , not only in the Cameroons, but elsewhere in the world. . 

Mr . KOSC~,J:USKO - r-IOR!ZBT (I•':c~ncc) ( interpretation from F:..·cnch) : I do 

not wi sh to intervene at this stage of the clebate; I shall be able to answer the 

various points raised ,;hen I make my final stat,ement on all the comments which 

have been made . But t here is one factual :p0int rezarding which I should l ike to 

make a correction. 

The representative of Syria referred to talks between J-.k . H:iumie and 

Hr . d ' J\rboussier . conversaticns t o which Hr , Mouruie 1;,.lluded :i.n the Fourth ----~- -----c~~e . At that time, the version which he had t iven ..,f these conversations 

seemed to me rather e:xtra~inary, having lmmm r,ir . ri ' A:cboussier for a long 

tirce and lmowin~ his struggle for the emancipation of the peoples end the 

establishment of a Franco-African conummity based on liberty,. eg_ua.li ty and 
--- · --· 
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fraternity. · Ne~ertheless, as I wished ~o check these things and their sources, 

I said nothinG at that time beca.use I wanted ·to get in touch with Mr . d 1Arboussier 

himself. I am now in a position to say, not only with the. uuthorization, but at _ 

the express wish, of Mr . d 11\rboussie_r, that this version of the conversations 

"" is absolutely fc.ntastic and tba"t r1lr . d I Arboussier never made the comments which 

i1ir . Moumie attributed to him et -that ..... .,1roe . 

The PRESIDENT (interp~ from Spanish): The statement of the 

representative of France ~appear on the record . 

Mr. SYLVAIN (Eaiti) (interpretation from F.:·ench) : _ The new Gtatut.e 

which, by virtue of the l•:,i-cadre of 23 June 19:;;6, _the French administratio,n, 

by the Decree of 28 Janue.ry 1957, g::.-e.nted to the Cameroons, is :tnd.eed a step -fonw.rd towards the a cbi "'"eillGnt o1 the: cont ractual end ot the T:::·usteeship 

1mFeen1ent by ,-rhich France is corrI:litted to lead the Territory, accordinc; to the 

freely expressed wis·hes of the population, towards self- government or 

independence. 

The former Territorial Assembl y bar, been replaced by a Lee islat~ve Aoserubly 

elected by universal suffrac;e, tlle D.ttributions ,of wh,ich are still too limited, 

in the opinion of my dcleGation, but nevertheless are a . step_towards autonomy. 

By virtue of the new Statute J e. Cameroonian 9overn0fent has been establi_shed, 

whose Prime Hinister, appoit?-ted by the High Commissioner, is invented by the 

Assembly, which can overthrow him thr ouc;h ·a vote of. censur~ adopted by 0. two-thirds 

majority. Finally -- and I think that this should be st-res9ed -- _this Legislative 

Assembly can, by resolution, reques"~ an amendment of t!1e Statute . The Cameroons 

under French ad.ministration has moved, accordine, to the text of the laws, from 

the status of an P.dminiGte:.red Territory .t9 that of a '.i'rust Tei~ritory. 

However, a caref:'ul confrontatbn of the text with the reality o.s it now ---appears in the new Trust 'I'crri tory since the pr0r.r.t:l.t~ai.j,cu of ,;!.c Ete;r,ni;e, hos not 

contributed to allay the mis~~i vings which my delee,ation, w::~_:,h L<J.LJ :pr..1•T,lc5.po;~ed 

actively in the worlt of the Council for the last f ive years, has not cc1:.sed to 

voice. Hould it be timely_ to recall on this occasion the traditioncl poeition 

ta.ken by Haiti in colonial matters 0nd those ,,hich are connected with the:n, such 
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as the otle now ·-befo~e us 'l Our thankfulness and our filial admiration tmmrds 

France, to which we owe the i;re.at benefit of our _culture and our J?assion for 

freedom, bas al:•,ays prompted us to pay careful attention to its moral interests, 

to its influence ·and presti ge throughout the worl d. That is why the reservations 

which my_ dele6ation may_ have . to expre_ss. in rec;ard to French admini stration 

proceeds from this_ spi_rit .. The position. of principle of the Heitian Govex·nment 

in regard to colonial matters in general, and particularly concerning the 

Came1·oons, is known 'uy the Administering Authorities, with whi ch we wish to 

have the most friendly relatio:ns_. _ 

The delegation of Haiti, whicp has a l ways upheld the thesis of independence 

and unification for the Cameroons, for reasons of principle Gnd because of our 

loyalty to thecaµ~e of peoples who are seeking their liberty, ccnnqt but t r y to 
•, ' . . . . . 

contribute :towards find;ing a s9lution to this double problem w:i:thin the _fre.'.llewor:( 
- . - . - ' · . . - . · . . 

of con~al_ evol utio~~ . T_he Council , therefore, cannot_ expect my delecation 

to accept without reservation ,any .dev.el opment which woul d not give the greatest 

possible degre-;-:of satisfaction to publ ci opinio';-in thes~ 'l'erri tories, "as---

freely expressed, and which would ~-t-a:tre-·;i:nto-·--ac-c_ount the spirit ·of Article 76 

of the Charter • 

. If' the texts which we have mentioned ea.r_l ier seem to brinQ; us closer to the 

main purpose of. the Trusteeship System and even, to some extent, may have brought 

about the achievement of one of these ends, vhich i s self- government, the 

evolution of the situation in the Cameroons -- that_ is to _say, the facts -- does 

not seem to allay the misGivings expressed by the General Assembly at its 

twelfth sessio~ in its _resol utions 12 J7 (XII) and 1211 (XII) . These resolutions 

relate precisely to t he accession of the Trust Territories towards self-government 

a.nd independence and !,o the situation in the two Cruueroons . 

By virtue of the law of 23 June 1956, which instituted universal suffrage: 

elections were held in the Territory. One may doubt the genuineness of the . . 
ballot if one takes into account the atmosphere of exa.cerbatecl passions e.ncl 

sol!le violence ui thin which this election was held. I thinlc that we can also .-

doubt the sincel"i ty of ; ,.. • .J.. o if r..ne ta ,e .... 

of he roost important sectors of Cameroonin.n no.tionalisl2l, the UFC - - which was 
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dissol~ed •• by t he Admini'stering Authority did not participate i n the elections , 

We do not ·vish to take up again the reasons which, in the opinion· of· the 

Adlliin.i st~ring · Autho-~i-ty, vould justify the dissolution of this party, b'ut I 

should' 'like to stress 'that the absen:ce '6-f: the UPC and its affiliated orga.riizations 

from th~'s-~ ei~~ti~ns · has · certainly contributed to· i'ais i f ica.tion of the results 

;f tbe ball ot" to· an extent which will be evaluated only when ·the leaders· and 

p;l"itical c:iieritelc ~f these o.r ganizo.tions have been able · to ·participate freely 

in" elections -- "ihich my dele~ation ho.pes will take place as soon as -possible . 
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In this connexion, :i.t wno extremely encouraging to have heard the 

represents.ti ve of Frunce say., in reply to a que.stion put by my delegation, that, 

although there is no g,uestj.on o-f. abrogating this decree of cl,issolution, it 
- ----- ~ ~ -=- • -

is nevertheless true that if the~estied mfiltlbers of the UPC wish to form a 

new party which, wh13:tE;ve;i.~ its political .progr~mme, will adhere to the law~ 

of the Cameroons, th~r ·hit such a new. 

One of the just::.ficd ~once2_-ns of the Fc:..1rth Committee .-- a concern reflected 

in the resolution on the situation iu the Ter:dtory adopted by the twelfth 

session of the Assembly -- was that the Administering Authority, through the 

long-delayed. promulsation of the g,nme,;~, l aw, sho~ld contribute to the creation of 

a relaxed atmoGphere which would promote the prompt re-establishment of a. normal 

situation in the troubled areas, as well as the de:velopment of democratic 

proeress and political acti.vities in the Territory. 

This amnesty law has finally been promulgated, but my delegation regrets 

to note that it has not,,,,resulted in a relaxed atmosphere~ While we do not - ~-----------~--wish to camouflage or justify the violence which has become evident in the 

Territory and which continues to evidence itself in plundering, arson and 

murder, my delegation believes that it is up tb tbe Cdnini!tcriag twthority 

which, under the new Statute , reserved for itself responsibilities in the field 

• of security and public freedoms - - to~m.,..a...,lc..,e__,.,a._.,.m~a~jt.::o::.:r:.....::e::f:.::f:_:o::,:r:._:t:__:t::o:_:c:a:l:m:::__t:h::e::...o:::.\.:..'::.e.:.r..:.-::.e:,::x;c=-i t,ed --minds by g,iving satisfaction to the ·ust e.spira.tions of all the elements of the 

population . or it seems to us regrettable that the amnesty law, ecause it 
. .,,.,.-- .,,., 

was promulgated so late and because it covers only a limited category of 

infractions, has been by- passed by the eveots and has, as it were, missed the 

boat. Because of this parsimonious generosity, the arnnestyle.w 8:s promulgated. 

appears, contrary to its avowed purpose, to have prompted the nation~list 

elements who are receiving their orders from the exiled leaders to stiffen 

their position -- and it is oat difficult to predict that this will have -------------unfortunate consequences. ____ _./ 

My delegation would Iilte to appeal to the Administering __ uthority to 

, so iL }:loHc;;, j JJ this respect in order to show a greater and more patient 

~erstanding of the reaction nit has undertaken to lend. to 



BC/dk - T/PV. 871 
2'7 

(Mr. Sylvain, Haiti) 

trt1e • self-govei'nment or independence , It woul d be desirable that, throu3h 

the o.pvl:i.cn.tion of b1·oacler 1r.easures, measures more :1.n line with the dangerous 

political s:1. tuation r:oi-, existing in the Territory; there 1,hould be created 

tho,t atmosphe,:e of tol era.nee ani peace witho·.tt which any progress would be a 

mere illu.s ior.. ,lhe~1 one is con.stantly obliged to U8e arrr.ed force to maintain 

order, :i.t is obviou:3 that the:ce is deep unrest, the cau1,es -of which must be 

ascertahied. 1;ow, we know the c::~t;se of the 1mrest :i.n the ·cameroons : it is 

the understo.ndable impatience of the Cameroo:1ians to enjoy full independence . 

It is up to tl1e .. dm:i.niste:i:ing Author.it~, to cc.lm this impatience, and n·ot 

by the use of force -- even thot.:.13h , r cfc::·ettably, _ the impatience manifests 

itself in violence. It iG ttp t~ the ,\c:nJ.nistering t .utr.ority, while there is 

still time , to sil-=1::ce violer.ce by persu.a.·sion e.nd not to permit violence to 

replace constructive conversation . 

Since the CouncH is behind its :time table, and in order to please the 

President, my delegation. will confine itself to these brief remarks which we 

have just !T'.ade . • I do not, however, wish to close without paying a well- desei·ved 

tribute to the !.dmin.:i.str.ation .'ro::.· the procress. ~chieveci. in other fieJ.ds • -~ 
. ' 

particularly that of education -- since the last report. He are particularly 
. ' ----:-· ' • ' 

grateful to the rep::.•esentati ves of the specialized agencies for the useful 

contribution which they have made to our work. In conclusion, we wish once 

again to express to the spec:i.al representative our deep appreciation for the 

courtesy and earnestness which he has sholln in the fulfilrnen:t of a task 

that· we are the fi1·st to recognize is not always an easy one . 
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: : .. U ..JCTAH 1'1.Ill .(Burma): The delegation of Burma participates in the 

Cot:.ncil 's g~neral debate on conditions in the. Trust Territory _o~ t _lle Cameroons 

undei:_ fr.ench adrninist~ettion "!'ith sow.e an:b~valent fee;tings -- fee~ings of hope 

and . anxtety. Our hor,eful ou.tlool~ is based on the fact that this Trust Territory, 

after ii,- prolon~ed period -- dating fror.t 1922 -- of political stagnation and 

socio_-.econ?mic immobility, has now entered into what miu;ht appropriately be 

termed f!, new. phase. Tl:"is new ·pho.se :\.n the Ufe of the Territory, ~f. c;iven 

p:coper gu;i.dan_ce and well- intent:!.oned direction, holds good promise for the 

tu.tur.e ~ T):le inhabitants of t'b..e Terri t?ry -- the ed!..1cated c_la~s~s in particul ar, 

a.r.d the popul(l.p? , in general r1e.ve, it seems, o.waiwned. to their. status and 

the st.atus of their ~ounty in t he cc:r1,1,1~lity of nations. The enormous number 

or P~ that _,i1e".e b~cn addressed to the United Hations and that, . with 

some exceptions, . re:tlect _the popular sentiments and asp::tratipns of the 

i:-idigenous people; the rerr.11.;:·l:able m1mber of p~t.itioners, representing many 
' ' 

shades of pol~tical opinion in the 'Territory, who have hitherto exercised the 

right of oral petition and have presented their cases to this body; the . . ' . 
extra,ordinary ,alacrity with which the people, despite the . unsettled conditions 

in .c~rtain parts .of the Territory, have registered their votes and have th;.is 

indirectly voiced their demand,s in the Territory-wide elections of Noxember and 

December 1956: all these give ample evidence, if indeed such evidence is needed, 

of the political awakening of the people and their democratic desire to 

participate in. shaping the. country's des'tiny and, what is more significant, 

of their capacity to do so. This, in i tself , is a very heartening development . 

But it is all the more heartenine to. find that this development to which 

I have alluded has not been an isolated phenomenon . As the members of the 

Trusteeship Council are aware , this political awal~ening on the part of the 
I 

Cameroonie.ns has led, either directly or indirectly, tb a correlated awakening 

on the part of France to the inevitable realities of a chanGing world -- although 

this latter awal,ening seens to be rather sluggish _and, to some extent, forced . . 

However the case may be, the impo1·tant thing to my delegation is that 

the two factors which I have just mentioned, acting mutually and alternately 

as cause and effect, have occasioned in the immediate instance the introdl,1ct..ion 

of new reforms and the j nstitution of new measures which were to SOJ.r,~~ 
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overdue and the most .si. "'hifican • of which has been the granting of t he new 

Statute to the Territory~ 

- It ·,ic5Uicf" ~ppear , the.ref ore , that , ba rring any unforeseeable .-reverses , 

tn~ t1-ro' forces which I . mentioned . earlier as having a ca.u~e-and- effect relationship 

on each . other will carry everythinG before t bem unt.il the objective ·or Chapter XII 

of t he· Charte·r • has bz,,:n t ruly and speed:LJ.y ·realized. 

Iiov1ever, _a s niy dcleGe.tiori sees t he rr:atte:c, t he most important pre- gnarantee 
. . .• 

of such ·a smooth and harmonious :process of evolution i s the parit y of pace 
., . · ' . . • . . . -- . . 

be~eo th@ noti oraJ rvfll<entng of the r,e ople , which inspires deII!ands for ereater 
· , · , • ' ·, · • . •. -:---~ • . . .. ·~-

meas ures of ric;hts £~rs, r.rid the c•;J::.-reJ:J.ted awaJ~ening of the Administering . . . . :- , • 

. Powe1·, which nial;es 't \,.9.t • Po;;er yield t o tl:ose demands . . ' . . ·. . . ' 

A r~tr_ospectL·e exami nation ·of the record. ·of Fx-ench policy and per:formance 

would indicate tllat such has not been t he ca se . For , had it been the case, an 

entirely _different story mir;ht have been written of t he traGic events of 

May 1955 , December 1956 and December 1957. 
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My delegation considers that it was the failure on the part of the 

Administering Authority to state and execute a liberal and liberating policy, 

the ~ailure_., I say, to yield to th~ just and justifiable dereands of nationalism 

in time and in sufficient measure, that has brought about the fermentation_ of 

the_ national aspirations of the people and the emergence of the more militant 

political parties . If the new constitutional reforms i tituted by the Statute 

had been n:ade half a decade or n:ore ago1 he political situation in the Territory 

might have been entirely different from Hhat _it is today and th~ harmonious 

advancement of the Territory towards the goals of the international Trusteeship 

System might have been petter assured. Reforms instituted in time can intercept 

revolutionary tenden: l.es an:i ave:i.·t revo::..u:~ionary behaviour on the part of the 

"flfOPl~, but the den1P l of r1:forms, or delay in granting them, does nothing but 

nourtsh such tendencies and the people, once possessed of those revolutionary 

te::i.dencies, will find it difficult to discard them. He feel, therefore, that 

the Administering Authority would do well to take to heart the wise truth of 

an old English proverb, which if I might tamper with its original form so. as to 

put it into a political context might read, 11 a reform in time saves nine". 

The nbove considerations are , in brief, the grcunds for my delegation's 

anxiety as regards the Territory's future, anxiety not so much for the future 

or goal of the Territory, namely, the attainment of nationhood which we naturally 

t~ke for granted, as for the undesirable manner in which it might progress 

towards the attainment of that goal. No doubt new reforms have been in:troduced 

and a new and significant stage, though rather belated, has been reached. 

However, the consequence of the currents and counter -currents, the effects of 

the clash between the forces of p_rogress and those of reaction which are 

perceptible in the Territory, are such that the Territory, without persevering 

guidance, might be carried away in the wrong direction, Our anxiety,then, is 

to ensure that the black patches on the pages of recent Cameroonian history 

shall not grow in number or become stained with blood. 

Speaking of reforms and timely corrective and preventive measures, my ----delegation t s attention is drawn to a n:atter which for some time has, I know, 

absorbed the interest of the Council. It relates to the promulgation of the 

much-debated umnesty bill and its early execution. As we know,the political 
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situation in. the Territory~ particularly -in certa·1n·· areas { ·is still :far ·from 

·be'i°hg placid. The :'recurrerit disturbances· of ' pub1'ic:·pence'.· atte!lt.· tb the. • -

pri{valence· o:f° · such· a : si'tuati'oh ar1d· to' -the: exis·tence of· d1ss·enting.:e·lements 

• ·· eith~r. ·in exil·e or· in 'the roa'quis·~ Such'· a . situation·• is~- to -put it · mildly; 

fraught ' with IT.any . dangers and we· feel tha-t the first step, towards: ·the . .. ' . 

re~to'rat':ion of' hormality 'in thk!' Terr'itor·y: i's ·the promulgation'. bf. a. ·general 

amne rrty ,,ihi •ch si10uld •• cover not· ·onl;Y the incidents· of •April and: I~y. 1955 but.·also 

: the·. othe:t·: poli t:i.cai·· 'disturhances .:,h'ich . have :taken :pla'ce s-ince·· thn t time . • We 

hold;the view, : and ·this view ·has · in fad/b'een· confirmed during the questioning 

period~ that· t he ··m~·i:iter of granting ·an nmne·i:ity 'f'a-lls / under·· the new · Statute·, · 

entirely w~thin the prov·:Lrice • of: 1''renc~ cQmpetence; ]fra'nce ' -in granting the 

What we 
: ·c1o · now ·1s to a~;-k E'r:rnce to ··exercise that :r'i'ght of•' decision in compliance. with 

the wishes o:f the· Pruzteeship Coutic'il,· the General Assembly, and I- bel:i~v.e also 

:''. ··,the. ma.jor•ity of the . cani~ro'oni'a1is 'themselves~· My delegation deplores. the · resort 

to ':force by anyo.ne fo aiiy for·m, but ·we·· als·o fe'el that in· this par.ticular case 

repentance rather than further violence should ·be given a ··secon:d .chence • 

. •• :{have· 'already had occa'sio'ri to' a
0

llude :tci-' the nelr."stage· at.taitied .by the 

Ca~e~oohs. ·a ·i ·exemplified by the ·ne~, Stat'ute·. . • · I ha·ve: also had occasion to refer 

to· this n:~,.;- st'a:ge: as' an ·luiportarit'. st·ep ·in' the'. _life of· the .Territory-. • lvl.ay I . 

hbw therefore'· briefly return ·to .the· sa·m~' subject :in . order to ·offer- a:· few .·.,, 
. " • 

•• comrilentn •• ' 

• ,:: In' th·~ f'irst i>li:i°ce, "•alth~ugh 'th'e Statute gives' the -Territory' a: considerable 

measu~e :of nome' .~ule,; it has · n'.ot ho\-(ever' 'conferred upon it the ·status' of a ·full -

: · : rit~d~etl rio:.;~rti1gti'state, and• ris .. regards tlre Statute· itsel'f' ' my delegation, ,-1hile 

reio'gri{i:lng it aJ an iro:porta~t step· for\-tara .in the political ev·olution ,of .. the 

•• Te~ri'tci~y, ··is·:· p~epared t~ give it ti;o · ch~er~;·· 'The thti'cf che.er ,,e· sna1:l reserve 

for later ' and I shall try· tb ' indica'te ' in . my' sub.sequent . remarks 'why.it . is:.·: . . 

~i;~ss~ry t~ ;"a·;erve th'e third che~r until'. l~ter . 

•, '" M~ny .... :i.rnp~rt'erit ~Pd icjt~ l ou-:e\jceis ·11a1.i-e' 'o.iQP reserved to the centt'al organs 
.. ; . 

• of ttie Fr~i::ich UEip11bJ'ie· ~ I need ' .rtot wea;y .this Council by enumerating·those 

res'erved ·subject::; . t may mereiy refer you ·to ·the relevant chapters o'f the

·st-~fi:i-£e·} • Furthermore I the po .. iers and· co~peten~~s, ordinary and ,~xtr'aordinory, 
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that have been ve·sted. -ii+ one man, the French High _Con:..'"lliss ioner, ~ppea.::· to my 

dele1sation- to be · ratner ex_cessive -- -at least, they appear to be far in _excess 

of the powers which the Head of State of ._the .French Republic either possesses 

or .can normally exerci;,~ . The :C,asiq const~tution_e.l concep:tions underlying the 

Statute would in effect enable the High Commissioner to interfere in the work 

of -the Legislative Assembly, which is the elected representat~ve body of _the 

people, and also with that of- the .Council of. Ministers , even ;!.n those fields 

where competences have been delegated to those _organs , while the latter organs 

would have no control whatever over. the act_ions and decisions of the High 

Commi:3sioner in tr.any rr.atter_s .·wh::.ch vite.lly a:ffec:t the Territory itself . The 

recent resignation 0f the Qome:PoeE:!.ttQ .. f_rime i•liui st~for instance, occasions 

sorc.e misgivir:.ss as ~o ·.1he·,:n0~ i1;; was really due _to a ministerial crisis , which 

is not unusual for a democratic _parliamenta~y syste~, or whether it coulu possibly 

be a 
II c~iHooaJ crj sis!' , hrnini:, ., _it~ r-oo;ts. in . the 9asic functional 

arrangements of the Statute determining the .cqnstitutional_relationship between 

the High Commissioner on the one hand ond ~he _Legi slative Assembly and the 

Counc.il of Ministers op the . other,. 

, Therefore , my delegation ,belie_ves _-tha~ we are justified in considering that 

the new .phase that has been ushei:ed in _by the granting -of the Statute, though 

admittedly of ' considerable s:lgnifica!}ce. in the Te;rritory 1s political ad,v_ancement , 

cannot be regar.ded as anything !JlOre than what we in ,:Surma used to call during our . ' . . . . .. . 
own colonial period the "beginnings of the transfer of sovereignty" ~. It follows 

from this, therefore, that furth5;r ,±-ra;.efers of' powerf:3 to tne_ 11·erritory must be-
~ - . 

rr.ade before it can assume any s.emblance of an independent nation , ?nd my 

deleg/3,tion woul q. venture to think that such transfer would be better soone:i;- than . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . 
-later . -In this respect, my delegation wou:J,d J,.ike :t,o urge t~e Adminis~ering 

Authority to set _intermediate ·a??-d final target dates, in accorda1:1ce with wl:ich 

progressive. transfers of powers are to be effected. 

Another. measure envisa~ec'!- in the Sto.~ute let;i,V!:!S ~y delegation with some 

· apprehension. - As we alL.kn(),-1, .the indige_nous ~eoples of th~ Cameroons are not 

homo~s, either by religion .or by ethnic ~omposition • . The _people of the 

north are predominantly Muslim by religion and Sudanese by extraction; the people 

of the s.outh are predominantly Christian by religion and Bantu by extraction. 
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The feelings ' of distrust Bh-'J separationism which -such :differences ·ten·d-:t'o 

generate · can be cc:nbatted effectively ··only by making c·onsisteiit efforts · designed 

t ·o foster a sense of national unity transcending all local differences . It would 

not serve this purpose, -hovrever, • if the Territory ·were to be divided and 

subdivided. :into· sepa-rr.te legal· entities along the pattern of relig-ious or ethnic 

affinities . Subdivision of the Territory into .administrative units purely for 

the sake of · administr·::i.'!',ive convenience is- a· different ··matter, . but segregation of 

the population along religious :'a·na ··ethnic _lines , •in our -view; ·,.;ould· only .make for 

f urther separationism a.nd fragmentation . .. •• Helig1ous and -ethnic ·plurality· and 

national ~unif,y are ,'not incompatible.· . There ar.e·· nurnerOlis societies,. in .the -world 

whicli e.ra. pl~ral yet t.inifiEJd.. l·le hope., therefore, that t l1e Administering · 

Author i ty and the C•iT.<-;:roonie.n Goverririlent :will giv.e this matter their .further 

serious· considerati1.n·-and embarlc nO'W'upon a· planned programmer-to ·promote better 

ur.derstanding cf and respect. ·f'or differences existing bett.een the peoples 6f the 

north a·n0. the south by encouraging closer contacts and intercultural. education. 
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And_ wh~le ,I __ am .si;,ill .. dealing with thi~ . question, I shou~_d like to express 

the . gra.t!f-ication. of ·my delegation. o~ :learn:i,ng -tba~ tbe -Leg~_s:Lative Assembly 

has .. receptly ,•.adopted an offic;l~1 .. _em.blem. and .motto as wel]. as e.. national anthem 
' • . ' • ~ ~ . ' ~ ' , 

for the :Camer.oons . It is measures such -as those -'!hich, in our op:mion, .· . 

·_cqntribute ,:i:mn,i.easurably to , the enhancement. of . nat~onal . coJ:?.scio.usness and, . 

_consequently, . of natiqna.lunity • . . ' ·: ... ... . .: . 

·'l'ur21ing to tlle ·oi;,her aspects of development in the political field, •.:.• 

. : my . d,eleg~t-ion .would like. hea,rt:i,ly to vrelcome . the .creation of a ,-separate . . , 

C~oonia.q c~il service which •is adm:i,.ni~trat:i.:yely _ind~p~ndent o~ the • -- .. , 
metropoli~an <;_i vi:l service, • . ~his- separcJ.tiQn, :we :-~hink; wi ll :provide . th~ 

necessp,::-y ·bas~.s . for tl1e pro~r,e.sci.ve Co.r,,<::roon:i.zatiQn o:(. .o..11 the . cadres. of the 

civil' .cervi<;e. ccco:rr3L'.lg ::to· :a .pr.e:-~stabl.ishe.d .progr8ll;me . .. concurreni;ly 

•with the. esta})lishr.10:.t·:crf\ .this: z:ie:w. servJ..ce,:: a pro.gramme for ·t);le accelern.te d 

·.training .of -C~eroo:uiqns i n ··e:11 branches -of. ;c i vil a.<'lmi:-1intration chculd be 

.dra,m--:up nnd ircplem~nt~.d . , ';Je understapd iihc:-t,· •_f'.o:1-' ·:tihe. t ime :be:i..ng, advance_d. 

training must perforce be carried out abroad by utilizing the facili t:i.es 

offered. by French institutions such as the Ecol.e nationa1e d.e . la France d' outre 

mer . However, training in overseas countries necessarily involves heavy 

expenses, and it should therefore be contemplated only as a temporary measure. 

He would urge the competent authorities to blueprint plans as soon as possible 

for the initiation of a trai ning programme for civil servants in the Territory 

itself, for which purpose the services of experienced civil servants and of 

those who have returned from their studies abroad can be usefully enlisted. 

":.ie hope that in good time -- by which we mean fairly shortly -- the Territory 

will have its own university system which will meet its neecl. for young men 

a.nd women ·or high educational qualifications, when recruitment for the higher 

grades of the c i vil service ca.n b~ a.one on the basis of competitive public 

examinatioy--~ 
In th~field many of my colleagues who preceded rrA in tbe 

general debate have, I have noticed, dealt systematically and painstakingly 

with various problems pertaining to the Terr~toryts economic development . 

I do not, therefore, propose to weary the Council by go5.ng over the same ground 

again when it has been so ably covered by my colleagues . However, there is one 
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problem to whi ch _my delegation ·a.tt-acbcs part::,cular importance, e.~d on which 

I should like to ·offer. our o:bserva-t.ions at some length • . 

As the Coµncil i::; o.uare, the Terr;i.tory has benefited to an app.t>ccie.ble 

degree .. f ,rom ·th_e financial assistance for developmeri.tul purposes :.·(:'~11l0red to ... .it 

by .Frar.c·e through the va:i.·ious capital advancir..;_: ar,enciea ; .. Hcwc·:.:cr,, JT.y , .• . 

delega:t-ion hol·cls. the view tba.t the Terr:i.to:-y Cl.!nnot -· indefinit-ely ·::-.·s-:r11,::,.:i,.n . 

dependent on external ·financial c.ssis-ta~ce. He feel :i:t- our e.uty to e11p;:1q3ize. 

that for long-1·0.nge expediency dcmestic capi to.l must ·ass1.L:,2 • a -pr.1.ncipal • role ,:.- , .· 

in the financing o'f- the economic development of ,the Territory,. S.!1~- .:t:h_,1t .:the · 

role of foreign_ or·_outside capit,al s_hould be of but p.. .scc~,nd.ery o:-. :rnb9.rdinatc_ 

character. -Although -my dele_gation can .fully o.ppreci:.i:te ·Ple n)any cJ.:i;f;ficuJ..:ti.as 

besetting the: ut:tn.iJ?ID.-ent by an under- developed counL:~y such_ as·- t!1e· C~eroons. 

of an economic mil;I.ennium chiefly thl:'o,ugh _domest:i.c effo,rts, . we meverthe_l es.a 

consider that the _ u;Ltiraatc end towards -wb;ic!l ecor:cmic de·velopment- _sho:uld :strive 

is, paradoxically enough, not econc:r.iic developoent ~1:1 such but, r ather, 

economic v1abili ty -aJid- economic i:.1dependenr:~-. . By tt:;_s we . -do . .not . :Lntend _to . 

say that _-the ;f.'j_nancial- assiqtance . which Frt•:.icn ;ts t.';;: present -c,cminist~ring_ t'.) _ 

the Territ9ry s~o-qld:_be .. cu:t. _off .a.J:t.oge:tber --ana. abrup_~l.y.-,- .-. That; -W~i.~ld_ indeed _; 

be an inexcu_sable f),n(l , irresponsible :pronour..c emcnt . on. our, -p~:::-t., . H~- _!'eel, _; _ . . 

on the contrary, -that pu'tside· fir.nn~ial: ass-istance. s:io..)l{i_ c:-r.t.nue to 1)o.ne:<:i ~ _ 

the Territory- ·ns long as_: -cSUCh _0.ssi·f!.tanc~ 1$ necess,n7J . 2,na.,., J:'-:.~:<-~cr.,,~;72, .. •. ·; 

we bop~ -tha:t s.uch a~s-istance-1-1ill be made availabJ.~ 70 J~1e '.J\:,:~r-_i ~;ex~· ~'.:'' :V '? 

future . .--13~t we also. feel : that,. concurrently, w:i.th ~x~-c:'.'r.a-1 f,:'..m:.r,.c:e.l h~:i.l)y , 

efforts , should also ·bi:? . made vithout undue. delo.y to . . g_u:Lcken. tl:c rn!.:-2 of cbll}:)_6tic . . 

capital fox:mation. by all pos-r,i~'.ilc? means, so the.t- ::.:1 tL:10 , c:cn-1.er;,·c1,::: ~r:,.,~_i.;ry__,l. . - . 

would consti:t,ute . . th~ , major fact-:::>r -U~'ldergir.ding '.th'3 ~c0n_o:m.:Lc . i:.,·t.::-2st:'.·v..ctl.:!'e :.-

of the Terr:ito·ry •. , . · .. : • , ,., . · • .- ., • 

My delegation' would -eve~: sl;l:y that. sµ,ch a, Jlituation is_ .the pxr~r.c~q-..~i::.i'~e- :: 

of economic . viability, . in so far ac ecoLoroic viability :of any . . ~.:::i ,:i,t.,:;; ~,5 - . 

possible: in: an:,i~c,:,:-e r~s:lnQ;'.ly -irrterdepe:.~&.ent w·.):.~1p. cc_orn.::1J1~r.: . Sn:h a (_!C-udi~ion 

would, n:t fJ.ny rote) enable t~o 'l'~rri-t<.'!'Y to ,plan enc!. it1.p.l2~1-~::.t tbe_ :,oci-?,i., • .. 

political an·d .. econc~ic policies uhich , its .reo!Jle and (_',ove:.:-1,T.~;r!: r~::.:;ht cc·n~i._::hr 

rao::;t sui tc.b_le for th~. raiG ing of t:1eir -1 :i vine s t2.~c0.:::f.s: w:i. t.::.0·,1.t f e:?,::,.~ of e:-:.~~n::1.l 
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It is 1Tith the desire to see a healthy situation of this no.ti:ire ·prevailing 

in the Territory that I shall now venture to proffer a fe,., suggestions. The 

questions in the economic field which l had.the privilege of putting to the 

special representative during the questioning period revolved, as t:',.19 Ccu~c:11 :may have 

noticed, around the central problem - - the problem of -exploring t he potentialities 
.., 

for dcmestic capital formation for productive purpo::;es in tl~y,-the -= ,......,.. 
extent of those potentialitj_es and the possibility of intensifyinc the 

process of capital accumulation. 

Fi~ of all, allow me to sn.y how grateful I am to the special 

representative for the relevant infcrmation which he was kind enough t◊- furnish 

me with in reply to my various questions, even though, through no· f£.ult .of his 

own, he was unable to give me all the information - - especia.lly statistica l 

data that I had wanted, I have, indeed, found it extremely useful in 

fcrmule.ting my .views and suggestions, · which ! shall now place before the 

Council. 

I find myself in agreement with the sped.al representative that the 

capacity to save by the majority of the indigenous popU:1a·tion is·· lo~,, ciue 

to a low level of coneumption .... However, I believe that,· as iri all unde·r ..:.'. ' 

developed countries, there mus·t eY.ist in the Terrftory _._: \vlifoh, • after all, 

is an under-developed count.ry· -- some small private savings, · whether · in the · 

form of hoarded cash or in the form of hoarded property such as· :precious ·· 

metals and jewelry, which a.re convertible into money and which~ ' if released, 

could be usefully employed for productive purposes . /1.l though,· admittedly,· · 

the total sum of such small non- producti Ve savings 'is not very large', there . 

is, neverthe;t.ess, an· overriding need to mobilize these small savings and to· · 

~hann~l them into productive enterprise . For this :purp·ose, mobilizi°ng 

machinery in rJ.1.equa.te quantity must be produced or the small savin'gs ·will 

continue to remain idle.- Hence it is extremely desirable, and iria'.eed - · 

necessary, that savings institutions such as banks, post office savings banks, 
------ • • co ... operative savings societie·s , social insurance companies, etc . , · $hou1d ·be • 

est3.blished in places- where they would be easily accessible to the general 

population. And to provide the necessary incentive to save, especially ~Ii a 

1I'arri tory 1-1here saving and banking habits are not w:i.denprend, • these stivings 
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institutions should o:ffer, as far as :possible, o.ttra.cti ve r c.·i~i.!:: o:t int,]rc~t 

within the range that may be determined b~, gc.-1:era.l economic con,:!_j_-(;i.) '::'.~. In 

this way the :process o:f domestic ea.pi tal formation may be put u;1c.~---::: ;,;i:;y. 

I believe that I have had occasion during ·:;he questio:ni!::i.z -;>sc'..r.·:..x"\ to 

indicate that it might be d.asirable to ef::'e-:::·:; :::c•iJ'..e force& ss.v~.:,-~ ot~ -~~1c 1art 

of the higher and midd..1-e- income grcups ·:~y -::0:nF:.):1_.;;c,r.i.ly re:liJ_;::,,·.; r,g ·:·.:12.i.:" 

consumption - - partic-.1larly their luxury cons"Lil:,pticn, -;fv •!:C• ,, al.:! I :i n::~i.c.eted 

earlier, seems to be unnececsarily and conspicuously exceesive . 
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. . . 
My delego.tion feels that the restrictions i mposed by the Administering 

. . . 
Authority on the imports of luZlJ..!:.¥ goods, 4r for that matter on the retuil_ 

of ·suco. goods, have not. been sufficiently strict so fa; . . He conside:: it 

necesnary at the present stage of the Territory 1.s development to rcntrict 

imports of luxury goods quantitatively by licensing _an<l. slso _to Lipase 

heavy duties on all luxury items that are allowed to enter the Territory. 

t e further consider that in addition a purchase tax should also be i mposed on 

such goods in the retail market . This would be the only effective way of 

restrictil:g the luxury consumption of the middle and hii:sher classes. Taxing 

their personal incomes or 'their pcrsor.al properties, in our opinion, is not 

enough since iroponing heavy personal or income taxes alone would tend to reduce 

their savings rather than reduce consumption. 

Hy delegation feels that the only effective way of fo.rcing them to save 

and of getti ilg hold of their savings f or productive purposes, is to employ both 

.u.:ithods concurrentl.y. If this could be done, considerable se.vings would be 

released for productiye investment and, a s such, would be in the public ' interest. 

I do not believe that anyone would be unhappy for long. 

Another question which bears closely upon this matter is the question of 

~ign corr,mel'cial concerns. These foreign companies are presun::a.bly making 

fairly large profits in the Territory. I remember rcques!,ing the special 

representative to furnish some statistical de.ta in this respect, but 

unfortunately he was not in a position to provide roe with such da.ta. Hence, 

I can only presume that these foreig~1-based companies and enterprises do make 

fairly exorbitant profi-ts, for, after all, that is their primary concern for 

goi ng to the Territory in the first -place. 

1,iy delegation feels strongly that the Administering Authority should adopt 

legislation requiring cotn~, iAi,rosk:cr.L h 1 the Territory of a certain portion 

of the profits accruing to thGse companies from their operations in the 

Te:::-ritory. Re:r~ again the current practice of levying comparati vel:r light 

tnxes on the profits reiDvested in the Territory is, in our view, not sufficient 

by itself. 



BHS/eig T/PV. 871 
42 

Furthermore , we consider that more rigid.restrictions should be_i mpoi:_;ed on 

the transfer of profi•i:. s back ~heir respective base countries by these forei gn 

companies, since such u measure would oblige them compulsorily to reinvest ~ome 

of their profits in the Terri tory itself. We have no desire to deny them a fair 

ancl equitable she.re _of tl~e. :profits earned by thei_r _labours. B~t "'.-ie think -that 

the Territory itself , especially at this infant star;e of its econoruic . devel _opment, 

should derive far g~eater benefits from the activi ties of foreign concerns 

establfohcd on its soil than it has thus far enjoyed. 

I have attempted to emphasize the need for maximum mobilization of q.ox;;esti·c 
. . ' . 

c~ for the provision of_ !-3,dequate mechaqis_ros to. ensure that the capital 

thus mobilized will be invested in the m_ost productiv_e activities . He feel : that 

once started, the process of cn1ii tal forr,io.ti on , •investments , :production and 

further co.pital formation and investment will,- barring reverses a,1d gi ven 

careful consideration, intensify itself and .carry everything before it . 

We are glad. to note in the economic field that ·the year 1957 had been a 

good year for the Territory; Its eco .. 1omy, which was _put to severe strains last 

year owing to the fall in world rr.arket prices of its principal cash. crops, seems 

to be making a good recovery, thanks to an upward swing in the world price of 

cocoa coupled with a substanti al increase in which reached a 

record tonnage of 53,000 tons . We note. that. t his figure is almost equ~l to the 

total production fi gure of cocoa for the preceding year . 

Generally speaking, the various paL1staking roeaGures to.ken by the authorities 

to improve a r;y; c•1i tiirsJ producti op se.c1TJ to be yi elding increasingly satisfactory -results. However, we feel it our_ duty to sound a word of caution. The Territor-y ' s 

economy, despite its ec.couraging trends , i s still largely dependent on the 

production and export of agricultural commodities and, as such, is highly 

susce~tible to the fluctuations in world prices of its major export commodities . 

In_view of the dangerous and precarious character inherent in a situation 

such as this , we should like to urge the authorities concerned to i ntensify t~eir 

efforts at diversi fying the Territory's economy and br oadening its economic base, 

and to persevere in their efforts to that end. 
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delegatiori note:; with se.tisfactioi1 the 1n·ogrest n?ade 

particular ly tlle improve1aents i n h f lfj n£h-' publ .ic 

~d general'° ,ro_cid.ng C.Ql~, end ·the· reniune~our .• i--Iy • 

·colleagues hav~~ these matters in- rather· Gr.eat · cletail, a11d I 

the:r'e:fore do ·,1ot ·wish to co1iJIDei1t ·on those· aspects at l ength. i101:rcver; there 

• remains· one precsin6 social prcblc@ which zee1:1s sor,1ehow ·to have i:::acaped · the 

Council'. re; · at-bention. • It refers ~·o the p1:obler.J of J uvenile delinquei'1 cy, -which~

as pointed out by the specio.l ' repres·entati·.re in his rc!'piies to m:r que·stious, 

is becoming a tery· ~rave docial p'roblem. lie ha.'s e.iso iJeen k'i t)cl e ,1ough to e.>..-plain 

t ·o·· me· the · etiolo6y of . juvenile del'inque't:cy ii1 the Territoi.;y; which' ::;ceus 

prifuari ly to be the outcome of detribalize.-t;i.on ·end ·urhanization ; with the ir 

attenda.i1t di si:'tiption . of the nornial pattert1s of 'life> . 

I have also noted with ·gratification ·the various refo.:-m· measures -taken by 

the authorit ies which, to·· my mirid,- ·seeni to be highly cointilenclable·: liowev:ei·, ··we 

all ~<~1aw that prevention is· better than cure: • • We ·should the r efor e ' like to urge 

the· compete·.~t authorities ·to · consider wa.~rs a[id nieans ·of preventinri the growth ·of 

this problem. ··· Perhaps it ·niigllt be· desirablc ·to maintain .a ' r'7i;Gister oi' o.~J6ung 

:persons who have rni gre.tcid to ··'che towr:.s in search. of .employnierit , so that ·proper 

c heclc of · 'their moveme,1ts s.ricl whereabouts coulcl · be :'lliei.inta.:t'i,ed: · 

• • • ' Furthe'rmore ,· ·the authod ties ·· mir;ht actively encourage · tqe· e·:>..'tc:1 sio11 of • 
. .. - •-,..:-----~ 

s~ia.l se~o,.. both through · pr • • a.t.e Voluntary -a ~ · ies anc.l: throuc~h gover,·1rue ~1te.l 

•• ·ag·encfes L1 : order ·to · assist· 'the young people in ·locati:18 ·appropria.te jobs, . 

accorr.moda'.tTons·, a nd. so forth . • :The 6rc;anization of y'oi:i.th social clubs' 1iii°13ht tlso: 

·.= \P~'. consi<l.ered, since -such cluo·s ' coula. help to· ab·sorb ·the ·'interest of· the ·young 

persons, ·.whateve·r · their intEir-ests •might be," e.:,d thus divert· 'chei1t attention · 

from any deli•.1qtier1t tendencies . : l 'iy deler:;ation hopes that ·this problem will ·• .. 

r -ecei'.ve ' the ·ci:ose ·attentiOii· 'of '·the authorities ·which ft·s i.:;er-i'ousn'ecs ~ihrraclt S , · • 

a nd· ·o.lso that ,•tc{ might receive soti1e fu'rthe1• information on this j rrobl'em i;1 :the 
. ...-----:- •. • --. .. , 

·next;· o.rmu ·report, =2·; • 

... • rn · th ··educational · ield,· my 'delegati on would lil~e: ·to 'join ,,;,ith .- other 

<leleco.tions whicn-h ur5ed the a.uthori ti.es to c6ns'hi.er' the e arly ··creotion of a 

university system in the Territory to meet its future educational nc ecls . 
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The availability of a little over 200 scholarships for hi Ghcr stuclies abroad i s , 

in our view, not sufficient to fulfil the educational requir croents of a country 

actively engaged in all-round developmcot . 

He should also lH.:e to emphasize the over-riding importance of teacher 

training and of the availability of sufficiently qualified t eacherc in sufficiently ---large numbers . This, together witl1 its related problem of promcting hirsher 

school attendance in the Horth, shouJ.d receive the persevcri.1g attention of the 

authorities. 
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I nm,. come to the close of my statement. But before I conclude, ·I should 

like to thank t he _sp·eci_al repr~sentative p.!ld the representative of. France for 

the very useful information that they ha:ve so courteously and p :i.tiently gl vcn us. 

I should ~lso like _to thank ~d especic.lly its r epresentative here, for 

their highly learned and lucid _observutions_regarding the Territory's cducationfJ.1 

problems and their reco:umenclations fc:;>r solutions . Their obse_r vationn and 

recorr..rnendatio!)s have irn .. --uea.surably li3htened the t ask of my delegation, and I . . •, -. . . . ' • 

could do no better than to commend them to the authorities . 

Before I close, I should also like to thank the petitioner, '1ho is 

unfortunately not :present here with us. Some of the speakers who preceded me 

made brief conments on their not unpleasant encounter with the :petitioner. ------------ ------------If I am not mista1;:en, all of my colleagues who had a short exchange of views 

with whicb they with him did expres ~~ m~:.w.1-L.£""c......:o~f:_:d:=e~l:::i:!g~l_::1t~a~nc!.!d~~......,:i,LI-=~~ 
erftere"<'t:_into_an affray o~ light comedy with t:ie gcntlen:.an who_a_s_s_e_r_t_e_d_t_h_a_t be 

represented no one and who nonethe ess , great length, o.nd who was at 

~eatpains to leave this Council with the ~-he represented_/ 
----- -------------------- ------
ev~~~~;'.!.hich he came . 

His singular prowess a.t.~e was only matched by his ready 

response to pey back the .. inquisitive inquirer in his mm coin. Whatever the 

real motive ana"'itiii~oi~1·ned gentl~ma~~e~ timing of his 
---~. 

arrival, corabined with the impact of his dramatic appearance and :perfect 

performance in this chamber in the course of the general debo.te, is, to put it 

milclly, terri~ and bi '1 rccomplishments cannot fail ~ng sati_sfsction...an.d. 

gi ve comfort ~ose who really know why:J;rn b@'1. tg come here the way he did. 
_.. • - 7'"" --------

My delegation for one has neve!' denied the sacred right of any inhabitant 

of a Trust Territory to appear before this D.UQ.l.St body to petition and plead 

his cause . 

I addressed a few qnestions to the petitioner so that, at least in this 

particular case, bis presence might well be justified. If anything, the brief 

inter mission, such as was witnessed the <lay before- yesterday by the Council, had • 

its desired effect . It certainly, in my opinion, succeeded in inj ecting a cer'cain 

healthy and lively atmosphere in this chn~ber by r eviving friendly competition 

between the two Administering Powers, which is not bad at all. The question 
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as to which of the two Trust Territories is nearer the goal or·self- overnment or 

independence is so we understood by the petitioner that no intelligible, no 

coh~_,__v.a.s e;iv:€&--0¥-. him. 

If I were · to mo.ke an attempt at using the same language in which the 

petitioner displayed so much relish and skill, I would have to tell him this : 

I would tell him that my country also produces bananas,· but .then ·we have · other 

more important ancl lucrative products than bananas to export . Economics aside, 

social di versions a.re entirely of a different order. However, the medium of 

practical jokes that we as children take delight in inflicting upon unwary 

inclividnals is the same elu:-sive banana peel. I ·could tell him that we impishly 

de::-ive pleasure and le.ug:1 ourselves hN'.rse when a man entrapped or decoyed by us 

slips on the banana peel· and falls heavily on the ground. 

But ,re o~serve a cer-!-cL1 code of honour even if we inclulge in such forms 

of ar:1us121:ients -- a:nusements ,1ot without some purpose . lle ley the banc-.nc. skin 

in f';.~ont of ::;h,ps ::..n t.be merke~, fre.c;uented not by ES.:.1:: fi_c1_~ c;;.t1·::;01:iers but by 

umrel.come and u:,.w.<:>;.abd ina.:vid~als , • so that we can gal.iru:.tJ.y pro·~cr.;t our fair 

yon>1g ladies a g;1j ::.,st rwlesto:':.:.ons . Victims of our chi1.disll :r.:canlrn have no 

re::e~y, lce;al or otherwise; ti.1.e::,r <ls.re not lose their te:nper and thus expose 

themselves to fu.rt'cier ridicule ar,.d :J.erision; v:i.oler-.~~ ret8.liation is out of the 

q_uestion because in s.ll ce.s-::s of g,}.ilty conscic::lce, they too ::_:>erforce have to 

llhen I po set!. my cr1cs'.;lo:1S to t ~;e peti tior_c;· t:,,,, other C .. ay , tte idea of a 

slippery banar1a peel did r.ot t:-ite~ r~y l1ead at 5,il . l'T..:ri·r -:·.,:·.:.a~ he 11c1p:::d me get 

ideas I can::i.ot help wondering whether, in my personal 0r,::.n:i.o::!, the petitioner 

was not after all uncon,3cioucJ.y pla::,-'ing the une::1.1.-i0us 1 o:.e cf an U1melcor:1e 

EUi t.or COl'lin ost bas-:e to court, to -:::o.j0i':l my fair la.dies in this 

Council when he answe:•ed my last qul"st.ion. 

!:ir . ROLZ BBJ]1iE'IT (Guatemala) (interpretation from SpaniGb): Of the 

Trust Territories, the one ·uhich presents drema.tic cha:cacteristics in its recent 

development is without doubt the French Cameroons and it is not an exam~eration 

to affirm that the sta.te of ,...c,,risis.., especially in the political field, has been 

going on for sever:i.l years nov. To determine the profound cauces of this state 
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of affairs · i s not an easy task~ •• Bnt ·it··is a duty' f::.•om whid1 we cannot shrinl~;. •• 

that is to · say, ·the·· Administerins Authority, the Government of the Cmneroons, 

as well as the Tr• .. rnteeship Council, cmmot shrink from this duty, ·becau::;c 01ily 

in this way can adequate measures be taken -to solve a difficult situation, 

inasmuch ·as 'the · date is rapidly approaching ,,hen · the Territory will achieve the. 

goals laid' down in Article 76 of the Charter of the United Nations . 

It is · not our intention to paint a darlt pict,ire. Tl1e picture cnn be plainly . 

seen , He do not wish to change·re111itics by depicting the situation with 

alarmine; t ones·. He know'·that in certain ·zones of the Territory, ecpecially those 

vhich have been agi'tated 'by ·political convulsions,and despite the tension 

:prevailing. there . and, ,·a:s a coriseq_t.ience, throuGhout the Territory, certain 

political, economic and social re:L·o·lTas have continued. But it is also true 

that unless the undei·lying cua.ses are rooted out there. ·will always be a 

possibility of disorder and it wili be even more difficult to achieve loyal 

co- operation "from ·a11· the elements of the population, in fulfilment of the 

highest objective which for the moment lies before the 1.rerri tory, namely the· 

achievement • of independenc·e and the· beginning · of -the Territory ' s life as a 

member of the conin::o~·freal t h • of the • ccr-.x.un·i ty • of nations. 

·Above all, it is· for the· Administering l\.uthori ty to tn:ckle this problem, 

oec/3.use among the f 1indamental duties of the Administering Authority is the duty 

of promoting the progressive development of the inhabitants touards self

governin~nt or ;independence, with all respect· for human freedoms, as is 

prescribed by the Charter of the ·United Nations as \-Tell ·o.s the Trusteeship 

Agreement~ • 
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The present situation. in the Cameroons has a remote as well as a more 

recent origin. It would be useful on one occasion or another to go back into 

the history of this r.iatter . This might shed a great deal of light on the 

Cameroonian problems. 

But it is more -urgent that we concern ourielves with the present and 

especially with the future of the Territory. No one can deny that the true 

interests of the AdrninisterinG Authorities OUGht to be to see that independence 

is achieved peacefully and under circumstances favourable to the maj nteaa.m:o of · 

co'-operation between the administering countries and the new States coming ·into 

existence-. The United Nations, · for its part, has the duty to see to it that 

the political as9irationso:f these peoples are satisfied without rneeting .obstacles 

and under economic, social , and educational conditions which will make their 

future viable as merobers of the international community. 

The recent evolution of the Territory and the grave events which have .----
brought about tension in the Territory such as has not prevailed in any other 

Trust Territory make it very clear that in the political field the gravest :problems 

are as follo'l.·s : the way to return to normalcy~ the evolution of constitutional 

i'efo1·r.1s towards independence, the establishment of · new political institutions in 

the Territory ·an'd the unification of both Cameroons . The events which, for the 

last two years, have bee~ occurring periodically and with violence, seem to be 

symptoms of a deeper- seated disease . Impo1~tant sectors of the Territory hav·e had 

as a counterpart sever e measures taken against them by the Atlroinistration . As 

a consequence, political disturbances in these Territories has not slackened . 

Rather the roots of this trouble seem to ho.ve gone dee11er. 

Under these circumstances, certain groups in the Caaieroons and spol{esrnen 

for various political tendencies in the Territory and in France itself asked for 

the passage of an amnesty law so as to bring many Carneroonians back to civic --life and thus contribute by means of political measures:, not repressive measures, 

to a climate of normalcy in civic life. The United Nations reflected this 

request in a resolution approved ut the twelfth session and expressed the hope 

that as a result of the application of appropriate measures in particular, 

the early promulgation of an amnesty l aw and the renouncing by all political 

parties of the use of violence -- it would be possible to achieve u return to 

normalcy in the disturbed areas . 
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In a statement made .. by the representc.tivc of France at : our 863rd meeting 

on 18 February 1958, ·he me.de known to us tl1at the amnesty :law had finally been 

voted on 7 February ~hat, as a consequence, •all· persons . under 

:prosecution or sentenced for the events of Nay 1955 or for offences committed 

before 2 January. 1956 would·be granted amnesty. with the exception of tbose 

responsible for murder . We felt then that this was a great credit to· the 

Administering Authority inasruuch ·a.s the Administering Authority, only two months 

after the General Assembly had passed a resolution,. did promulgate an omnesty 

le.w. • ·l!nf.ortunately, the explanations Given by ·the repres·entative of France o.nd 

the special representative 'ciuring the ~stion1.ng period ·concerning the contents . 

of the law have brought .dark clouds on the hori.zon because they have· said:_ - -~------
that there are restrictions and -conditions in the amnesty law which somewhat • 

take away from its validit~ .. f. My delegation, which has not ,had .the occasion to 

study the .. text, of the 1aw be.ea.use the Administering Authority has inot yet 

submitted it to the. Counci.l, Will. 0,bstain .f1·om passing .a definitive judGement on 

thi.s law • . However,. w~ ha.ye .a few prel~h are as follows : will 

those Cameroonian.s who• have not yet .been finally sentenced for offences which 

scarcely exceed a sentence· of twenty years. not be able. to benefit fr.cm the ar11nesty? 

What is -the .situation of those :who -ho.ve: lodged an appeal in cases ·where the 

sentence was for twenty: or. more years imprisonment:? Will the amnesty. cover 

tho_se wh9 have. been sentenced in. abs'3ntia? 

We note, .on the . other hand, - that in. reply to a ·question ·by the- representative. 

of the, ·United States, the special representative said: 

(~ontinued in English) 
11 In ·.other wo;rds' persons wantinc amnesty ~.12.re~ent an ap,Plication 

fo1: . . amnesty. There he.s to be tl1e cons.ent of the Cnmeroonian Government ----- -----
and . the agreerr.en~u-~i ttee . •. Persons- ·~nmt,i-ne t t'l~--a±d . 

. need.,only to subrn:Lt their ~J?P~~~on •. • This w0uld be_ e..-:mpj no~ e:9 o: . • 

commit~ and a . re-preocnte.t ·, •• aQ.__9_overnment would 

be a member . 11
. (T/PV ,864 . pp . 8 -11) --- .. (continued in Sl)o.nish) 
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This reply seems to indicate in the first place that the amnesty is not 

automatic and thn.t persons wishing to be covered by it have to make applicatio·n. 

Secondly, it indicates that a cornmi ttee -- the membership -e£-which we do not -know, but on which a representative of the C8Jlleroons Government will sit - - is 

to examine the application ~or amnesty. Does this perhaps rnean that the 

committee will also have the power to reject amnesty coverage for the application? 

• What a.re the procedures to be followed by this cqmmi.z.:tee? ., Why was it :f'elt 

necessary to establish a body outside the judicial system to deal with amnesty 

cases? 

Further on, in reply to a question from my delegation, the special 

representative stated: 

(continued in Enf~lish) . 

11The individuals who wish to enjoy the amnesty must present their 

request to the chief of the judicial service requesting the benefit 

of~1 (Ibid • . page 54-55) 

(continued in Spanish) 

It will be observed that the special representative does not speal( of 

a committee any longe·r ·but of the chief of the judicial service . Hou can the 

two replies be brought into conformity'l We were also informed that amnesty 

may be applied for within the period of one year . This leads to further 

questions in my mind. 



1-iH/enl T/PV.871 
,56 

(Er . Rolz Bennett . Gue.temala) 

What . will happen -~f., during the tit1e that:. a trial -is under._~__,_...it :is . --indicc.ted 1':t:iet · some person will be sentenced after- the one-.year period. has 

elapscdJ Are we • to understand ·that , by virtue of the promulgation of , the 

Amnesty Law, there will be -a suspension •Of all the trials which were· . ini t1ot_ed 

because of offer:ces committed and covered by: .'· the -present Amnesty Law? Allow 

me to express the hope that theseond other doubts which my :delegation .-has with 

regard to the contents ancl effects of .the_ Amnesty Law wi11.,be dissipated, because 

it would be · o.is-couracin[; if a_ measure from -which so much wo.s .expected should prove 

'to be restricted in its scope to too great an extent, and if it should be 

self- defeating and .not ,l ead .to :a pacification of political tension in the 

Territory. 

The development reforms towards . . . 
of the greo.t quei::tion marks . This is an urgent 1problem l.n the Camer~o,ns at 

present.· •, By virtue 0°f 
0

th~ d~~~~e ~f- i{P.pril
0 

19~·-,, pr~muigat~d -on 9 1'lay, there 
• • . . ·. • ',. • .·. ' _ .. • . . . • ·. • ·- .- . 

was set forth a Statute of the Comeroo!ls and, frqm tha.t time on, the Administering 

Authority, as well as tbe Cameroon:i.an· authorit:ies, ·have ·devoted thi greater part. 

of their efforts to the implementation of new institution~ provided for- 'in the 
: .· 

Statute. 

During the nineteenth session of the Council we had some opportunity to 
•• o'. 

examine· - - although not to an extent desirable "'.- the provi_sions of the Statute, 

a.ncl we pointe·d out ·that, although it constituted a step forwa~d, the dev.elopment 

of events seemed to . have left behind these reforms which were· introduced by· tl1e • 

Statute; and, consequently, the Statute wc.s n.lready far behind the aspirations 

oi' w.ide sectors of Cameroonian public opinion. In particular, we pointed .out --

and now reaffirm -- that the Statute doea not contain adequate r f'-the 

desire for independence as eYiD,c.ed by the _ • o.tion of the Terr:i:tory,and. it 

m~y all political parties that numerous and decicive powers are 

reserved for the French authorities in the political, administrative, economic, 

sociel nnd educational fields, and that there exist provisions, such as the 

representatil!Jn of t he Cam8roonc in the central organs of the French Republic and 

the French Union, as well as the reciprocal exercise of citizenship between 

Carn.eroonians and French.men, which may lead, whatever the intentions of the parties 

concerned, to the integration of the Territory within the. political frarneworlt of 

t he A&1inistering Authority. 
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It is not t00 bold to assert tho.t ve!'Y s9on the Cameroons Government and. 

the Legislative Asse1:1bly will .request further modifications of the Statute .. 

The recent crisis wl1ich arose _in the Camer oons , and which resulted in a new 

Cameroons Government presided over by Hr. Ahidjo -- a.nd in which Government, 

in addition to the important par~y of the Prime ~linister, there is also 

participation by other groups, such as the Groupe dtAct ion nationale which, until 

recently, was an opposition part.y -- constitutes an indication of a desire to 

have a clearer definition of the Territory's status in t he sense of more 

independence . In effect, the representfJ,ti ve of France himself 11a.s told us tnat 

the principle po~nts of the Government pro~ranune of the new Prime Minister_ are 

indeed unification of the two Cameroons and the establislwent of co-operation 

between Fro.nee and Africa on o. legal bo.sis ~ 

Perhaps Jone cf the most si13nificant aspect s .. of this political change is to 

be found in the fact that it is Mr. Ahidjo, a. member of the Union camerounaise 

party, . whtch h!:l,s the largest num?er of members in the Legislative Assembly and 

whicl:1, ~ccording to the special representat.ive, has not yet taken a. d'2fini:ce 
. . . · ' 

sta.nd vlith regard to cert~n e.s:i;iects of t be future of the Territory, who set -forth a progra!!'.me the first point of which ·1s a desire for independence end 

unification of t he tvo Cruneroons . This can only mee.n , in effect, that the 

Union carnerounaise he.snow to.ken a more definite stand in favour of t hese 

objectives . We must also recall t hat the Groupe d 'Action nationa.le , which in 

the present Government has L~portant representation, has suraned up its programme 

before the twelfth session of the General Assembly through Mr. Soppo Priso , 

He sem forth the following points of a. fundamentel progranune: first, 

recognition by the Administering Authority, without any doubt what soever, of the 

desire for independence of the Cameroons;secondly, adoption of a. comprcmise 

fonnula. so that there cou1d be recognition of the national sovereignty of the 

Cameroons;thirdJ..y, transfer to Cameroonian authorities of the renid.ual powers; 

fourthly, urgent promulgation of a general amnesty law; fifthly, re-establishment 

of the unity of the Comeroons by the freely expressed will of the two Territories . 

The Cameroons under British administration, as well as the Camercons under 

French administration, are also reaching those staaes which will bring them to 

the final achievment of the objectives of the Trusteeship System, These stages 
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will culminate in ~onsulta.tion of t}:le popttlat;i.on .: in .<?rder_ that the lo.tt~r may 

itself choose the future which it desires; apd it is for. the :peop_le and th~ 

people a.lon~ to ?-ecide their future. The role o-£ the Administering Authoriti~·s 

on-9ns is to e~_~11~e that ~uch a decis3on=w.a:i !50u1-.1:m ;trrfull 

freedom, in complete lmowlE:dge _of the .importa.nc-e-:of the decisi?n and its _ 

_ c_~~-~in_ c·jrcumste_ncP-s Phick v;iJJ uot hino.er the choic.e of any .of the 

alterriat:i, vec open· to· _thei _people. 
• • •.• • ~ • l • • • • • • • • • 

It is for these reason_s that J here and now while .there is still time 

a~equutely, o.nd with s_ufficient advance not_ice, to prepare -~hose stages _which 
.. ·. 

wil3: lf::ad, _t _o _the end <?t the_ '.l'rusteeship $ystem in the tyro Cameroons ~- rny. 
. . . . 

delega_tion solemnly addresse_s itself to the tyo l\clmina r.::'",nr_~:Aff; .Cm Cilon .. ·n.es., 
: _ • :· .·• . ' • 

France and the United Kingdom, and ~lls upon them to organize, . in cJ cse 

the :plebe_ci tes 

"' . The cleleg~t~on_ of Guatema~a. is persuaded 

01 simultaneous plebicites could be resolved if , enough 
'.. . • . • . . . t' • ", • ,, •• • ; • 

good wiil. were . brought to tl1e pr:oblem,- and. especially . it" a. joint stucly we:re me.cl') 
. '•• . . . 

suffi!-!:i-ently far ah_ead., sw;:h st~dy to inclu9,e participation by the 'l'err:1,t_orial . 
1 t .' ' • • , " , ,' • ' ' • •• ' , • •• : ,' , • • 

Governments of both Cameroons • .... 
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Eefore concluding my remarks in the political 'field,_ I should like to 

make a few comments· on un interesting_ aspect of the funct.ioning· of the 

Trusteeship S~.ci:u-.- This aspect has been rleve~oping for some tiu~e now and 
~- -

the present p:)::,ition is of concern to my d_elegatio~ _and perhaps to other 

delegaticns on the •rrusteeship Council. It mic-;ht be well to refer to the matt.er 

in connexion with our consideration of the Carueroons under French administration·. . . . 

On many occasions, -we have heard representatives of the Administerinr.; 

Authorities _advance the thesis the.t the transfer of powers to _'l'erritorial 

Governments somehow releases the Administering Authorities frnm their 

responsibilities. '£he delegation of Guat~mala will al\10,ys defend the right 

of the Territorie.l Governments to exercise exclusive jurisdiction over those 

matters which have been transferred to them. We have requested and shall 

continue t9 reg_uest that those Gove:cnnients should be granted broader powers 
' . . ' . 

until the Territories achieve self-~overnment or ind~pendence . Nevertheless , 
. ' 

we maintain that the Ad.rainisteri.nr5 Authoriti'es remain bound by ·the· oblic;ations 
' : . . 

they have assumed in the re,spective Trusteeship Agreemcnto and, thus, they · 
' . •. 

are the intermediaries between the Trusteeship Council and the Territorial 
. . 

Governruents in respect of the metters which have pass~d into the hands of the 

latter.- That is why the •rrusteeship Council, in f~lfil~ent of the oblii;~tionG 

contained in the Ch~rter, m~st continue to address· itself to the .Adrnin:i.sterint:; 

Authorities until the •.rrusteeship Agreements have been abroc;e.ted. For their 

part, the AdministerinE Authorities roust continue ·to f ulfil the respon~ibilities 

which they have assumed under . the Trusteeship Agreementn • - - • directly as regards • ••• 

the powers whi~h they h_ave reserved for the~scl~eG, cir indj_rcctly -~s 

representati~es of the _Territor~al Governments_or, at leas~, · as intermediaries 

between thP. Trusteeship Council and the Te1·ritorial Governments o.s resards ·the 

matters within the competence of the l atter . . Ee~ce, we hope that we shall be 

able to continue in the future to examine in the most complete way all . the 

aspects cl' the :r;olitical, economic, social and educational advv.ncement of the --Trust Territories. 

------
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the information presented by the Ad_ruinister:i.ng Authority in the 

it ca.n be concluded that the French Cameroons has decreased in 

supplier of ra\L-me:'te1'1a:h- and of- products to .be ex.~~o 

---the world markets. Exports decreased betlreen 1955 and 1956 from about 16 million 

francs CFA to about 13 million francs CFA. 

In 1957, h::iwever, there was a • rise in the price ~ other products. 

This rise in th0 world :pr.i.0.e e,f cocoa has provided. a great stimulus to the 

Cnmeroo:nian ec:oncrny, es:r.~~ial}.y a.t a time w:i.:::n tr.e P.dminir,tc1•ing Authority and 

the Ter::titorial Gove::·m,1€Jt are f.:-.c~.i lh.th th~ need to broaden the economic 

basis of the '.!'erritory in c rder to e::1able tl:e T-::!r:ritory to support .the heavy 

financial bunlens entailcl in its eco.::--.omic a_cvn]_opme:::ri:,. I do not uish to 

minimi 7.e the importance of ti.'le in<l.ust·ial progress ~-rhich h'.l.s been achieved and 

which is reflected principally in the activities of ALUCPJ,1 and EDELCAM; these 

enterprises will play' an ever- increasing role in the Territory 's economy. 

Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that the country ·is still a fundamentally 

agricultural coui1try and that a large part of the · population is engaced in 

me1·e subsistence activities . 'I·he integration of the indigenous producers in 

more important aspect's of the economy,' the impi·ovement of agricultural methods , 

the extension of credit, the improvement of communications and transportation 

in order to move the a ~riculturul products: all these are basic _problems of 

the Territ~ry. Furthermore, li~1estock p1·obler.1s should be examined by the 

Administering Aut?ority. 

In 1956, exports reacl!ed ;;l0,9J4 tons, with a value of 13,149, 734 francs CFA. 

During the same period, imports runotmted to 550,495 tons, with a value of 

16,669,381 francs CFA. Th.us, there is a trade -i uibelance, although this may have 

been somewhat overcome in 1957 by the increase in the price of cocoa. 

This situation demonstrates that so l ong as the development of the economic 

infrastructure continues and so long as there is a need to purch~se equipment, 

there will be a tendency to have a trade imbalance. The Administering 

Authority and the Territorial Government must watc:h this situation very closely · 

in order to find some remedy which will not restrict the economic development 

of the Territory. 
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The decrease in exports between 1955 and 1956 also reveals the vulnerability 

of an economy which is no~ sufficiently diverGified. 

My delegnt.ion has noted the information v!hich· ha_s been subrni tted on the 

development of the ·t,,~ larie aluminium enterprises. This __ information, 
'. .. . . . • -: :· ... 

originally supp1i ed _by the Administering Authority, was supplemented. by the 
. ' . . . . • . ·. • . .::·:·. •, 

special re_presento.Jive durinG the questioning period. _Hy delegation_ -,rould ., 

express the hope_ that efforts will be _continued to trai? quaiified _Cameroonian . .. 
workers to ass{ime more i1uportant posts in these componies. .ALUCI{i;J, e.~ the 

Council well ·kno;.;s, • has constru~ted. a· hydroelectric plant ·at" Edea, whlch will 
we· ii~=i,~· t~1at t~~- ;0;~1S:t~on provide electric power for the aiurninium induatry; 

• ' • :· 

of the ·Territory will he e;iven an opportunit? to b_enefit from the proyision . 

of electric po,-1er) i!l the most favourable condition·s , In this connexion, we 

would recall the ;;tat-~ment made by the representati~e o~ the Came~~ooniari . . · .: . . · , ' 

Federati~n of I.-abour at· ti1e 7i7th meeting of the F~urth ' Committe~ 9f' the General 

Assembiy ; to_ th~ . ~ff~~t ~hat electric ~o;,er ·was still n~t \av~ilable .to the • • • •• 
; .. ' . . • .· . . • : 

population of Edea itself , 
~. : : . ' :' ; ' 

The bud~etary :posi t ·ion indica.t.es that efforts are being made . to keep 
,• • • . .. t • • • • ' .: . •• . 

the _~xpenditure within the limit!3 of the revenue . This is a hopeful. si[sn . 

AlthoU[;b the Le~in-.i ~-~i v·e Assembly h~s jurisdi~tion • over the ·operating eip~-~-seo, 
• ' • ' , • '1 ' " •• , • • • , I 

1 
• ' ,. • ; : • ' - • ' , . ' • .,, 

caiptal investm"ent • for economic developo{e~t must b~ . approv~d by the· i-1an£le;_ing ' 
• . . . ' . • • . ' 1 - ~-· . . ~. • • • . • . • • ~ • • • • : • • • • • • : • • • : ! • • • ..,., ',! '. :.. 

Committee of FIDES . lt.ly delegation asked the special repres~ntative for mo~e 
detail~-d i~formatio~ . 0~ the ·way i~ . ,:,h~~-h . this c~n~roi by F-~rnis: is -~~;r~~-;~~ ..... 
\-le would . tu.ke th~ l i be~ty of recommendi~;g· that t'i~~ Admini'st~rins l,.~thdrity ••• 

! ' '.: ; ' ..• :· ,". . . • •,. : • .. :. :: . - • . • .• : • : .. .. • • . ' ' . • •• ·: ·· . : 

should allow the authorities of the Cameroons to participate more in this 

control ~f. in~es-~r;e~ts ·so ' th~.t-. they ~ay -~~-:i.; e';.p~rience ·and gr~-~u~ll~ 'ri~su~e r.i 
; • • • • • ,, • • • • • • • • .' •• • • , • • :, • • ' '• • ~ • I., • 

; , .': 

greater role in this very important aspect of pub~ic finance . 
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The ten-year .development plan which reached its end in 1957 has led the 
~ " • \ ' 

Administering Authority to carry out an evaluation o-r the objectives and 

achievements of that plan·. It will be very useful to · the Counci'l to ·receive 

informo.ticn coricerning that ev~aluation, and my delegation now requests that 
. . . 

this data should be included in the next annual report, to enable tis not only 

to examine the results of the ten-·year plan but also to have a better ba.sis 

for judgement with regard to our consideration of the new plan which is about 

to be · pU:t into operation a~d which, as was affirc:ed by the sp~ci~l repres.entati v~, 
will .lay special emphasis upon the question of rural· equipment.' 

Agricultural production dm~ing 1956 does not show thei increase which we 

would hav~pected. Cocoa, 611, ·tobacco and millet dropped in comparison 

with previous years, whereas ·coffee, palm kernels and palm oil increased, 

although only slightly. Other products rerr.ainecl alm.ost stagnant with a slight 
• -

increase in such export products as bananas and rice. If it is borne in mind 

that the country ·is predominantly agricultural, and that both for its internal 

subsistence and for its foreign trade it depends upon ag·riculture, it can easily 

be seen that an increase in production should consti tu_te, as it does incleed 

constitute, one of the mnjor· .concerns of the Territory. The second part of the 

ten:..'year p lan did not seem to have· given the results which we· expected i~ 'the 

matter of increased· agricultural production. Forest resources represented 

a very important part in the Camerponian economy but the e½'!:JO:i:'t of timber is 

mainly· ·in ' the· form of sawed lumber. It does not appear there is ·yet in the 

TerritorYany' plywood ind~stry or other timber 'processing 'facilities . • It 

might be appropriate for the Administering .uthority to study this problem. 

with · a · view· to · seeing that the processing should tal~e place _in. the Territory 

itself, so that the finished products could then be exported·. 

I:ly delegation has taken note of the statement made by the specio.1-

representati veto the effect that the Minister for Economic ~ffairs of the 

Cameroons participated in discussion.s relating to the association of the Territory 

with the E~rop~Eee!'lct'tti.e Goi-u.r:tty":""' We have also ta.ken note with interest 

of the statement made by the representative of France to the effect that the 

Administering Authority intends to propose the representation of the C~meroons 
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in _the central orc;ans of. the· European Economic Community. • However·, ·we must ' 

say .that si-nce this is~--a. ·measure ·of considerable importance: for the ·econorofo 

and poli tica·l · future of the Territory, it is ' indicated'--- I · would almost say · 

that it .is · indispenable . -- -that formal consulta•tion ought to have been· ir.ade· 

with . 1;.he ,Goven,1-:0.ent • and· the Terri totial ·Assembly of tlle 1rerritory ccfocerning 

:this- ,it 1 the ·-European Economic Corr.muni ty. • 

Amon --~ ·oblems . in the Cameroons, the Council· has been concerned 

in th~ past with questions :r:ela.ting to the st!.ttts of wome~ tl:ie· br:ta:e-:.price •• • • •• 

~nd .polygamy, f'he f,dmil:listering ·Authority, as • we11 • as the Territorial :Government, 

have expres;ed concern about · these .matters and my delegation ta:lces ·note of 

the efforts which have been made to improve the status of women . It is quite 

evident that there is still a sreat deal to be done end that it will be 

necessary to make more and more efforts, not only through legislation blct i n the 

educational and social fieldG,to give women a role compatible with the role they 

must play in a democratic society. 

In the French Cemeroons th~e •mion movettcnt has developed very well 

but certain measures taken by the Administering Authority in recent years have 

provoked vigorous reactions from union leaders . The representative of the CGT 

has said t hat the measures taken had infringed union rights, the right of 

e.soembly and the right to strike, but on the other hand provisions adopted on 

5 January 1956 designated the presidents of the unions ae experts a nd arbiters 

in labour_ matters . He draw these complaints to the attention of the Administering 

Authority. Some explanation was given during the question and answer period 

and we were told that France has always been in the le~d in social legislation 

and in matters relating to respect for worl~ers I rights. We are sure of t h is , 

and we hope France will re_vise any of these measures which place obstacles in the 

way of the worl-;:ers ' rights . The decree of 20 May 1955 seems to have the effect, 

in the opinion of those concerned, of restricting the right to stril;e by 

introducing a procedure of a.rbi tration which reakes it impossible to- have legal 

recourse to the stril~e no a m~§.lls·--of--de union ric;hts . 

In its consideration of ____ .utters in the Territory the Council 

has had available to it the valuable observations of UNESCO. My delegation would 
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like. to associate itself in general terms .with the r .ecommendatio1,1s• to be fQlind 
-=----:---in the UNESCO document, and we vould take _the liberty of . repeating dnce· -again 

r --...... 

our concern that .school. att~ndance in .the two regions of the Terri to1·y . is so 

out of proportion , 9.1 _per cent of t}1e child:cen in the .. South attending ·-school· 

while 9 per cent do so in the North . It is true that these figures represent ·· 

an ioprovement in comparison with the past year, but e·ren so ·the ·rafc of proi:;ress 
--...... • 

in the North is ve17 slow. The wastage which occu1~s at vo.rious ·staues in. 

educatiot1 seems to. be an ever- recurring problem and my delegation' .hopes that in 

future . we shall have more precise information about the co.uses of the considerable 

wastage which occurs at v arious stages in school attendance . 
~ ... 
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The number of pupils in seconc1ary schools seems to be very small, especially 
,____...::-- . 

if we take into account the fact that it is secondary nnd higher edu·ce.tfon t hat 

will provide those persons who will occupy posts in the civil · service, · nnd so on, 

in the Territory. We continue to be interested in the growth· of technirnl • 

education in the Territory, and we are ·very -happy to note that during tlie year 

under consid:eration · thGre was an increase in the interest shown- by students in 

this type of techn.ical or vocctional education especially··in ··'1-i-hat • is called 

"manual education". However, there io a case in which there has ,been a decrease 

in the .number .of students, namely, the case of' the technical school at ·Douala·: •• 

My. -delegation would recommend that the reason for this should be studied;· ·we are 

happy to see- that the Legislative Assembly is interested: ih ·educationai· matters,' · 

and ,_we think that .the reconsideration by the corresponding rrnthP.rit.ies cif t he · •• 

objectives in. fundamental education was indeed a,. very 'ffne i'dea. ·• , • • 

Finally, my· delegation would . associate -itself with the opinion voic·ed ·in 

this Council to the effect that the Administering Authority and the Territoria-i • 

Government should explore the possibility of establishing a university jn the 

Territory whi~h could be_ attended by l?cal .high school graduates. The 

establishment of institutions of higher ~ducation seems ·a11 the more necessary 

since the cost of scholarships abroad is constantly increasing, and since there 

are ~any more applicants for those scholarships and ·the Territory needs more and 

more graduates from such higher schools . 

We would not wish to conclude our comments on the Cameroons under French 

administration without, in the first place, expressing our sati<ifaction ,,,ith the. 

development of political, economic and social institutions in the Territory. We 

are very gratified by the increasing parti~ipation of the indigenous population 

in all these activities . It thereby shows its maturity and gives :proof that it 

is now in a position to exercise self- government and even to achieve independence • . 

We should like also to extend our congratulations to the Administering Authority 

for the pertinent and abundant information which has been supplied. In particular 

we would extend our thanks to the representative of France and the special 

representative for the numerous clarification3 which t):ley have been kind enough 

to give my delegation and other ~embers of the Council. We would also like to 

thank them for the very courteous and ,patient manner in which they replied to ell 

the ques·cions which we addressed to them. 
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The PRESIDENT ( interpretation from Sfanish): With the conclusion 

of the staten::ent of the representative of Guatemala we have concludad the 

eencral debate on the Cameroons under French administration. It still remains 

for us, at a later d~te, to hear the ~t of the Administering 

Authority. I should like to thank members of the C0tmcil for the l!!ajor effort 

which they he.ve made in completing their final statements during yesterday :rnd • 

today in order to enable the -Council to adhere to its programme of work. 

Before ndjou.rning the meeting, I should like to make the following 
• ~ • · •• I 

statement. . Some representatives have stated that they did not enter :l::·[·s· too 

many det?\_ils of the situ~tion • in the Territory in order to please the ?resident 

and to speed up our wo:i;-k. -I w:i.,sh to stress that t he main concern of the 

Pres.ident is that the Council! s work should proceed with -maximum efficiency and 

cnre. -- I think tha_t the earliness- of the. hour at, which we have finished this 

m_orning shows ,,,--- that: w~aJJy have done very well • . We shall meet again at 

2.30 P •~• 

The meeting rose at 12.25 p . m. 
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TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL TAKE 1 . , .• . '. ·• • . . . : ; 

The general· debate .on conditions in tpe ca~eroons under French administration 

was continued this morning. by the _Trustee.~hip Council . 

VITTORIO Zl\.DOTTI (Italy) said the adoption of th_e new political statute for 

the Cameroons was "adr.1irably pJ:anned, 11 "admiraoly timed," and "adn1iro.'..Jly fitted" 

to the conditipns in the territory. The new democratic institutions, he said, 

were ~ot only takinG over the responsibilities conferred upon thera, but had 

shown 11 consiclerable vitality" in their accomplishrne:nts • . 

_The Trusteeship Council, he felt , should, express _its satisfaction to. both 

the admini~terinG authority and the Qameroonian people for the progress .achieved. 

Mr . ZADOTTI also noteq. with sa.tisfact:i,on two other matters . One, he said, 

was the fact that the door was le:f't open in the statute for further enJ; :r·gemeJ?,t 

of the powers of the Ca.meroonian government. The other was the "excell,..;,1t 

relationship" between the admfnistering authority and the Cameroonian p:: iple. 

·He noted with regret ·however, that,- whiie the majo_rity of the population 

were united in sui)port of the new institutions, a small minority had continued 

to resort to violence .. He hoped those involved would not disregard ,the oppo_rtunity 

afforded ther,1 under the newly promulgated amne.sty law. The Trusteeship _council, 

he felt, should make it clear that observance of normal democratic practice was a 

precondition for the return of a climate of trust.- . 

Af'ter reviewing conditions in other fields , Mr.. ZADOTI'I said the year under 

review had been one of "remarkable accomplishments" for which both the administering 

authority and the Cameroonian people deserved commendation.· 

GEORGES TOH:CH (Syria) declared that the adoption of' the a.rimesty law had 

led his delegation to hope. for an improvecient in the situation in the Cameroons . 

However, accordinc; to press reports, there had been the recent resignation of _the 

Camerooninn Prir.1e Hinister, _and the continu?-tion of the activities of "rebel bands" 

in the Sanaga-1---;,ari time and Bamileke regions. Military units had been brought in 

from French E~uatorial Africa and many people had been imprisoned and arrested. 

The Cameroons, he said, did have unity before the last quarter of a century 

when the territory was divided up and placed under British and French efuainistro.tion. 

The present trouble, in his view, stemmed from the fact that the "peopie under 

(more) 
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colonial r.ule" realize.d. more., a_nd ·more . thfl.t the:,, . could not ."carry the heavy load 

of' injustices11 imposed on them. The people .of the cameroons were no except.;i.on. 

Tlie .dissolution of the U'PC, he said, h_ad been an "unfortunate development" 

in the relations between the administering authority and the Cameroonian peopie, 

he added. 

As :for the new statute, Mr. TOMEH made the following comments: it contained 

no provision providing f'or inter::nediate tarc:;ets fo!" self-governr,1ent or independence; 

he ha~ the impression tha-c _integration with France was contemplated .cather than the 

cr.e~~~on o:f an independent Carn~roons; . and there were the limj_t?Lti ons on the powers 

transferred to . the carneroons . 

He called for measures to achieve the independ€\nce and unity of the Cameroons, 

to encourage the political part:.es·to w~rk toward this, and to invest the Camerooni8r 

legit3lature _and e..'Cecu:tiye bodies with real pouers. 
. . 

. . . EDMON~ SYLVAil'I ~Haiti) viewed the new statute as a step toward t l:.e achievement 

of _the :p~rposes of the T!rusteeship. A CarJeroonian legislative assembJ;,· and a 

cabinet responsible .to that assembly had been established. However, c • -.~tain 

misgivings of his ,clelegation with regard to the situation in the terr::. • ... ry had not 

been allayed. 

Dur~ng the last elections for the legislative assembly, he noted, one important 

segment of the population, as represented b:,r the dissolved UPC and :i. ts a.f':f'iliated 

part~es, did not tate part. While he was not condoning the activities of' these 

parties, he felt that their non- participation had falsified. the results of the · 

~lec.ti9n, the extent of which only the future could tell. 

He regretted that the passage of the amnesty law had not brou;;ht about the 

expected relaxation of tensions . 
• . I • • • 

This however did not justify the ..;ontinuation 

9f violence. The amnesty law ha_d been passed tardily and it cover(:;d a limited 

range of cases. As a result, there had been a stiffening of positi~ns which, 

he said, was recrettable. 

He a~pealed to the administering authority to review its policJ' and to make 
' still greater effort to calm the more excited elements . He hoped th8 administering 

authority would show a greater understanding of the impatience of th0se Cameroonianr 

to enjoy self-government, while there was sti ll time . 

{END OF TAKI: 1) 
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r·_J.U .KYAW • MIN (Burma) said he viewed t he s1 tl.:ation :in-·-tbe Carneroons . with · both .. 

hope ar.i,d . anxiety . His hope was base a on the fact thst,.after · a ' "pro2.onged pe~iod 

of P,011,tical stagnation,''. : the ter:t'.itory was now.entering ;a new phase . .. Given 

. pr;c;:>per . guidance , he said, the developments held g9oq :pi:oroi,se ·for the future~: 

. :t{is anxiety, he continuqd, -v~as not in respect to the.·;•ult-imate future of-. the 

i; ~rr.:l;_tory, for he was confident . that the Cameroons would a~tain nationhood . r : .. It; 

stemmed from the possible consequences of the clash between ·progress and reac.tion . 

He J?_oped the 11 black patches., 11 now -v.isible, would not grow :and· move th-= territory 

i!l( ~~.e wrong directi9~;. :': ,:, , :. - , ,, , ;· . , -... , .. , · •:•, -~. =· . . ·, . , • •• -·;.· 

-,1., __ ; r . yJhile his delege:f;.ion d,epl:or.ed; "di-srupt:i;v:e for·c~$, ", b.-e , felt .- 1;};lat in t his .- case 

"repentance should be given a second chance. 11 The amnesty law, he not=d, .covered 

.e'{.~n.t:s .. of limited ~C.:?P!=A _.. :• .. -•· , ., 

• :·: .J.'h.e Burmese ;rep_r.es~nta:t_iv..e .. ,hope:d -th~:t;- the .adu~iniste;ing.:autb..ori ty 1-:ould •.set 

intermediate target .<:l~t~s . for, ·the :pr.ogl:7e$i;.~ye tr~nsfer, of f:urther powers t.o· t he 

c~~~.ro_ons . The new statute, he sai~, .. _gav:e the territory. a -measure of self- rule, 

but.J l;O~ yet the status of full ~overeignty . , As such, it .represented an important 

s:tep ;forward . 

Turning to other developm.ents,, , he considered th:;1t the .territory ha.d b.enef'i ted 

from th~ financial aid received f..rom France for its economic d.evelopment . ·, How

ever ,_ he_ believed that no territory s.h,oul(L remain indefin.it.ely dependent on outside 

financial aid for its economic d!:V:~lopmen.t _ . . Domestic capital, be said, must 

a ~~~me ~h~ pri~cipa l role , 

In saying this, he made clear that he wa s not adyocating .that France -should 

end its financial aid. Such aid should continue, as long as it ·was necessary . 

What be wished to stress was the importance of building up domestic capital and 

of encouraging savings _ for pr9ductive purposes . . 

Mr . KYAW MIN- s~~·~e~ie~· ·-t~a:t' m~~s~;e;···s~ould be taken to require foreign 

companies to reinvest a certain portion of their profits in the territory . 

JOSE ROLZ (Guatemala) said the "state of crisis" in the territory had been 

going on for many years . While it was difficult to find the underlying causes , 

, it was nevertheles s the duty of both the Council and the administering author1ty 

to do so. (more) 
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The two Cameroons, he said, ·were both reaching the final stages before inde

pendence !,lnd a popular cons~·lt~·tion • of the population as to the.i r future was 

envisaged, It was the duty of the United Nations, he said, to ensure.-that ·the .• ,. 
. . 

views of the population in such consultation should be expressed freely _-and in .- _ 
,. ' • •' .. • ! •• ,,: .. . 

full knowledge of the implications of their .dec_isions. 

Pending that consultat:i.on·, ···be suggested that both administering authorities 
.. . . . ' . • ' . 

should prepare the groundwork for the holding of a simultaneous plebiscite ·•in 

b~tb Car~er~~ns in order to a:scertain the wishes ~i' the Cameroonian ·p~ople. ::.·,, 

Turning to other fields, ·Mr. ROLZ hoped that .the administering authority 

would p;~ide the Council, in its next ~nnuS:l report, an evalua:tion 'of the .r esults 

a::~e,;ed u~der the lo-year economic development plan • • The second part of the 
. •. . . . •. . . . 

lQ-year plan, he said, did not seem to give the expected results in the field of 
: .: . . ... . . 

agricul.tural ... production. 

He urged that most of the processing activities · should take place in the 

territory itself. He also hoped tbat the admin1ater1ng authority would provide · 
info,~m~tion ~oncerning ihe · a~sociati6n ;of th~ territo~y ~:i..th the Europea~ ··common 
Market, ' • ; • .• · :: ·!. : . •. • 

The trade union movement, he went on, had developed · well, b~t certain ~·easures 
t~ke~ . ;e~entl.y had be~n ··;eg~rdea' by ·traci~' u~i;n• l ~~-d~rs '·a~ ~estricting wotkers I 

r~gbts • . ~e hoped that F;a~ce· ;o~id .. ~x~mirie( and ciodify su~h measures. . • • • ·: · 

., He ._ expressed concern at : the great discrepancy· 10·· scho~l ~ttend~nce betwee·~ 

·' tiie north and the south. .Although the figur ~s repres~nted ·an . improvement , ···the ' .: 

r~te of incr_eese in the north appeared to be sl.ow. He hoped the auth6ritiCS ').i~uld 

consider· the possibility of establishing· a 'university in the territory. 

•• The Pr'e~ident; EMILIO ARENALES CATALAN ( G~ate~aia ); said the· .. debate ' ~n the ;' 

French ~amer~or;s had been concl,.i°ded. • Th·e ad~i11istering 'authority, he added, · •• 

would make it~ clos·ing statement at a · later· ineetin·g. • · ' • 

The Council will meet again at 2:30 p.m. today -when it will begin discu·ssion 

of conditions in Tanganyika. 

(END OF . TAKE 2 AND OF Jifil:SS RE~SE:_TR/1359) 




