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AGENDA ITEI-1S 4d and 5 

EY...1.J:IIHATION OF CONDITIONS IN THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE CAMER0OHS UNDER FRENCH 

ADI,IINIS'YrtATI0N: ( continued) 

(a) ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ACMINISTERING AUTH0RI'rY FOR 1956 (T/1351, 1354, 1363; 

T/L,813) 

(b) PETITIONS RA.ISIITG GENEFJ1.L OillSTI0HS (T/1357, T/L. Q13; T/PET.4 and 5/11; 

T/PET.li and 5/1.15, 1~, 17 and Add,l and 2; T/COM.4 and 5/L.2; T/PET,5/L.416, 
417, 450 to 432 1 434 to 451) 

At the invitation of t he Pres\dent. Mr. D~au, sp.§._£ial repre~~ttve for 

th~ Tr~t Terrj_~orx.....9..f_~~':'tmeroons una_e1· French Administration, took a place 

at the Trusteesl1ip Co!1Jncil table. ---------·---· -------
Social and educattonal advancement (continued) 

U J<YA\l urn (Burma): My first question is in the social field_. I 

ld like to draw the attention of the special .representatj.'ve to the last 

sentences of paragraph 78 of the working paper prermred by the Secretariat. 

It is stated there that during the 1955-1956 financial yeaT the Credit du 

Cameroun granted 448 l~s totalling 205,641,000 francs, Hhat is the procedure 

for the e.dministration of the-Be 3::ee.ns'l--How are they administe1·ed, and how are -they recovered_? Further, I should like to know whether any interest is charged 

on these loans. 

Mr. DENIAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): These 

are the figures for the financial year 1955-1956. In reply to a question by 

the representative of China, I ind_icated that for 1957 these figures had gone 

up to more than 300 million francs. As to the manner in which these loans are 

administered, conditions are laid down in the regulations of the Credit du· 

Cameroun, which is not a private or ganization,but a State organization managed 

by an administrative board, 50 per cent c:f' whos~ members are Cameroonians 

appointed by the Legislative As~embly of the Cam~roo~s. - The pr esiding officer 

is chosen by the members of the administ:rative board. These are officials with 

special knowledge of credit r;,..atters. 
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The loans are gro.nted by the a _dministrative board on the basis of a dossier 

which is submitted by the applicant. This dossier should state the reasons 

why the lo.J.n is rcqucs:;cd -- for exampl~, to build a house, or to buy or improve 

land. Sc,me deposH is usually indicated by the applicant. As a rule, the 

a pplicant has ,1, title to t he land, and a mortgage might · be taken by the 

Cred.::. t d_i~.-.9.f:n~·e,~,-~ if necessary; or it could be used as a simple guarante~. 

The C1·ed:i.'t c.lu Co1.ncrot1n examj_nes the application and accepts or rejects it, A 

part of the loan is recovered each year. In principle, there is a certain 

livit r20a rd.inc the loans so that v2ry large ones are not cranted. to the 

detr iment of tlie numerous D.1)plicants for small loans. Inter2st has been established 

at the 1·a te of 4. "{ per cent per year. 

U h:r~llH HIN (Burn:a): I wonder if the special representative could 

throw some light on the manner in which these loans are recovered. 

M.c. DENIAU (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): It 

depenc1s whether it is a short-term or a long-term loan. That is to say, the 

individual must make time payments, so to speal~. I cannot give ar;y precise 

information because the terms vary according to the nature of the loan and 

of the guarantee or deposit made by the applicant. 
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U KYAW MIN (Burn.ii,,)_:_ I asked those questions because I wished to know 

:ex on has, I think, been dealt with i n sorue detail by many 

ives who have already put questions to the special represe i.: tative. 

the spes:ia.l representative 's attention to paragraph 72 of the 

retariat wcr l-;: L ig paper, where it is stated that: 

'~he number of collective labour disputes fell from fifty in 1954 

to 25 J.·n 1cy;_5 a ·1-~ d s·x • 105 ·'' 11 (mj'L 81" h '(2) _.,. . i in ,/ o. . . r . ./. paragra:p __ . 

Could the special representative tell me what accounted for these decreases 

between 195~ and 1956? 

Hr . DEEIAU (Special Representative)(interpretation from French): In the 

first place, I shoulcl like to emphasize that this progress continued in 1957 , 
since there were only two strikes, i nvol ving less than two hundred workers. I 

think that the ciecree.se i 11 the .number . of strikes is due, on the one hand, to the 

periodic incrcnsos in_ so.lary and, on the other hand, to collective agreements 

negotiated. between the m1ions and the employers, which have settled the majoricy, 

if not nll, of the possible points of dispute in so precise a way that there 

cannot be any difficulties of interpretation. Furthermore, the arbitration 

procedure introduced in the Dec:i:ee of 20 May 1955, on which I spoke at some 

length this morGing , has made it possible to settle almost all the labour 

disputes before they have reached the stage of a strike. I believe that those 

are the principal reaso~s for this development noted i n 1955 and 1956 ~- a 

development which continued in 1957. 

U KYAU MIN (Burma): I was not referring particularly to the decrease 

in the number of st;j]$es, which, I believe, has beet1 explained by the special 

representative as being attributable to the new arbitration procedure. I was 

not quite clear as to why the number of labour d~sputes -- not str i kes had 

decreased. I thought that perhaps the level of wages and the co ,1ditions of 

~ ;orkers had improved. 

~ My last question in the social field relates to -cy. Viy 

• _\~",_ 

1 

1 ha read with some interest the information provided in section II of 

\ '0 01 the annual report regardine; the progress 1mde by the AtlrJinistration 
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(U Kyaw Min, Bur~~) 

in the rehabilitation of juvenile delinquents at the Borstul in Betamba. 

As the Council knows, juvenile delinquency is becoming one of the most p~essing 

social problems in rnauy countries, especially in those countries which have 

reached, as it were, a hi gh degree of all-round development. If I am not 

mistaken, juvenile delinquency as a social phenomenon does not appear in any 

serious proportions in the less developed cou;itries, where . family ties an.d 

traditional customs, among other factors, remain strong. 

My delegation, therefo1·e, W$.S rather perturbed to hear last year that the 

Borstal at Betamba was in the~process .of being expanded. This, of course, could 

suggest ri:any things. Hence, in an effort to fL id out whether this problem has . 

reached alarming proportio1:s or not, I should like to put the following questions 

to the special representative. First, what is the general position of juvenile 

delinquency .in the Territory? Secondly, have the authorities concerned taken a ny 

steps to uncover the etiology or causes of juvenile delinquency4 Thirdly, if the 

possible causes have been detected, have any measures been taken or are any 

measures contemplated for its prevention? 

Mr. D~lTIAU (/3pecinl Representative)(interpretation from French): I 

should like .first to revert very briefly to the preceding question put by the 

representative of Burma, because I am afraid that my answer was not clear 

enough. The interpretation of the representative of Burma is perfectly correc 

'rhe decrease in the number of strjkD.ioi L not in itself a sufficient indication 

of the im:proverne,it in the labour situation. However, the number of labour 

disputes which did not i nvolve strikes has also considerably decreased. In 

195"/, there were only four disputes) involving only 155 workers. As the 

representative of Burma supposed, the reaso:1 for this progress is to be f ound in 

the regular increases in salary and in the implementation of collective labour 

agreements: which have set down i n a very complete way the working conditions and 

salaries of the various er,terprises. This is a sign of a general improvement in 

the field of labour. 

I shall turn now to the last question put by the representative of Burma,./ 

concerning juvenile delinquency. The problem of juvenile delinquency arises 
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essentialiy i n the tminn, ·)?artich'l.arly in Douala. The ma~jority of casen 

concerning minors are he.i:l.rd by the judges of Douala. L, the other parts of the 

Territory, the · children still live in the tribal structure. 'rhe se tribal ai'td 

family ties are sufficiently strong so that th~ few misdeeds which the minorb 

commit· are pu!, i c;hed id t hin the • franiework • of family and custom. 

As the Cou~cil fs aware, the populati6n of Douala is for the mo~t rort 

detribclized. These people have l eft their villages and ar~ cut off from their 

usual fa;;"Jily ties. Amo ng thece detri bal ized persons ther e are a certain number 

of adolescents -- even children ·sornetirnes -- who live with a relative, do not 

have much to do a0cl do not want to go to s6hool; These adolescents are 

responsible fo:i' the majority of j uven ile cleli!1cj_uency problems in the Territory . 

The · fi gure s co:1cerning juvenile delinquency rnay be found in the table on page 297 

of the arn~ual · report, where it is indicated that 2!~1 persons who were less than 

18 ye·a rs old we1·e sentenced during 1956 and that, of this number, 162 were 

co ~vic ted bf theft. 
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There is a rath_;;E compJete system at DoualaJ which allows us to investigate 

the causes of juvenile delinquency._ We consider each case separately and we 

follow through oh it :until the individual bas left the rehabilitation centre. 

The reception centre at Douala is run by a Canadian missionary society. When 

the youths are ce.ught, tbey are r;ent to the reception centre rather than to 

prison. They receive some eclucation at the centre and they are observed 

to see which ones are really habitual delinquents and which have just happened 

to commit an offence. At the reception centre there :ls a social assistant 

·who is a specialist in this work and who looks into the family of the juvenile 

offender. When the case comes before the judgeJ he has a complete file on it. 

In many casesJ these ju-.renile offenders are sent to a special modern 

prison -- it really is not a prison but rather a type of rehabilitation school 

where there is no excessive supervision or vigilance and where they receive a 

technical as well as general .education. They engage in growing some crops and 

also participate in various sports. There are very few attempts at escape 

from that school. The young offenders remain there until their case has been 

decided by the judge. The system which __ is now in operation is very complete. 

HoweverJ the roots of the evilJ namely the existence in Douala of a large 

population without any roots in the native villages and without any solid place 

in the social structure at DoualaJ cannot be attacked by any measure ·which 

would allow us to reduce juvenile delinquency to any great degree. 

I would add that all youthful offenders who can be rehabilitated and·sent 

to school are indeed sent to school. 

He are also interested in ·students who are sometimes found wandering 

around tmm as vagabonds . 

My reply has been. rather lengthy, but the question put by the 

representative of Burma relates to a very serious problem which bas been of 

great concern to the authorities in the Cameroons. 

U KYAW NIN (Bunna): I should like to put one subsidiary question; 

whether the expansion of the centre at B~tamba was necessitated by an increase 

in juvenile crj_me. 
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Mr, DENIAU (Special Representative)(interpretation from French): 

I spoke of the extensfon of th:i.s detention centre last year'. •• Here . we were not 

faced with a rapid increase in juvenile delinquency; we were merely extending • 

existing personnel in order to take care of all the j'uvenile delinquents who 

had been convict81, and. not only the juvenile delinquentsof the younger age 

U KY/\H i:.IIN (Burma) ~ 
~ .. 

I have one question in the <cononuc field, and 

ve it bas also been dealt with by the representatives of Syria and 

Guatemala, My question relates to the higher scbo:;;i:l.._,a:!:;·tenc1ancc at private 

schools, Is the higher enrolr1emt . at pri:te schools due t: the fact that We -scholastic standsrds at those schools are higher than the scholastic 

at public schools'? -
M:r. DEHIAU (Special Repres~ntative){interpretation from French): 

There are more pupils . in ~rivate cchools beca~se there are more private schools 
' ·• ·, . 

than publi_c schools. Tllis does not indicate any lack of popularity of public 
. . ·. . 

schools on the_ part of students or parents, Since there are morepr:ivate schools, 

those schools are closer to the homes, Many parents in the Southern Cameroons 

wish to give their children not 6~ly a general eclucation but also a · professional 

education, E8.ch school is being usea to the maximum extent by the population, · 

:v~filled, 

Are the activities and the curriculums of these -- J. U KYAH HIN (Burma): 

[ ~te school~ subject to the same kind ·of inspe"ction as the' ;blic ~chools? 

: ---.......... .__. -------
1-ir. DFNL"..~J (Special Reptesentative)(interpretation from French): 

1 'here are different types of private schools, Each private school must have 

a special permit before it is opened., • This permit·· is issued upon inspection of 

the buildings and after the qualifications of the teachers are exmnined, After 

one year, the orerat:i.ons of thes·e s'chools are surveyed so ar. to _ learn whether 

they deserve to be r:;ubsicl:Lze<l. If their' operations are · good they receive a 

subs:i.dy in acco:,:,do.nce with :provis i ons which are set out in the law nnd which 
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provide that a large share of the salaries of teachers ·are taken over by 

the buc113et of the Cemeroons. 

, There are the so-called mission schools;, which often teach in the 

vernacular and which teaching reading, writing and give a course in religinn. In 

the South there a.:-:-e the .~atechisme schools; in the l'Yorth there are the 

corar.iqu.es schools. T} :2.se schools are not inspected by the public m,i.thorities. 

-The author:T.-zed schools and the so-called recognized schools are inspected 

e.t regular- intervals, the same as the public schools. However, the inspections 

are l•::;cs ,fr8c;_uer,t tba.n for the. ,public schools. The recognized schools 

which receive subsidies are inspected regularly. 
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I .have a very minor question in the educational 

a Vay to the g_uestions I have just put. Could. the 

special representative tell me: Wnat is the riurn' - ~ ,,,,:~ • " ' ,1, 

sent abroad on scholarshps who have graduated or who are the products of private 
. . .· 

schools and public schools? Could he furnish me 'with the respective figures? 

Nr. DEHLII..U (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): I run 

afraid that I da not have that informati011.; · It is true that these scholarships 

are issued not because of the origin of tlie: nppJ.icant but because of his 

qualifications. -The proportion may vary. 1 cannot, therefore, reply specifically 

to this question. 

At this point, I should li1,e to supply ;some information which was as:ced for 

this morning but which I could not give at that time. The representative of 

Syria had asked me what the number of certified alcol10lics was; I dicl not have 

that figure at th'lt time, but I do now. 

Alcoholj_sm appears under the heading, D. 80. There were 4711- ce.ses of 

alcoholism tl:at were treated in the Territory. I should like to remind you that 

the total po_pulation is slie;htly over two million. 

\ 
The PRESIDE?-:T (interpretati6,p from Spanish): I think that we now ,rill 

grant o.n oral hearing.,that was decided\pon at the previous meeting, to a 

gentleman from the Cameroons, Prince Al~'xandre Douala. Manga Bell. This decision 

may be found in the documents _of the •rrus~eship Council. 

At the invitation of ti.1e President,- Prince Alexandre Douala Uanga Bel~, 

took a place at the ;:eti tioners I table. 

Pr\0.':'._P._Ai,,;:c1ndre DOUAIA 1:.1\NGA BELL (interpretation from French): 

Mr. President, first of all, may I express my gratitude for having been granted 

this hearing. 

I do not claim to express any giv_en p8litical idea. Hhat I wish to say 

is said on my own res;_)or:sibility. I have ~been g~ 1·cn e. iEc:v;;l<>+.r ,t.... especiall;y~ 

my Cam~::mnt:i::·:,'"l+l@n";-iQ____state what I have to s~ I have only one 

g_ual.it'ication in appearing as a petitioner before you, and that is that I wa::: 

elected in 191+5 as a deputy of the Cemerocns to the F::::-ench IT- ➔• • 
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The pclrpose of my statement is merely to give you a i:n.ur.rnary of wbat is· 

happening in the Cameroons. • I do not propose to enc;age in polemics; I hope, 

on the contrary, that that which I run about to say; which is· not much, will give· 

you an idea of the general situation. 

You have heard for s·o1ne time already of two problem_! that have arisen in the 

Cameroons, whether it should be undsr I~rench "'Tri.ls tee ship or under British 

Trusteeship. Much has 1)een said at the :present time of the unification of the 

Camero ons and of its inctepencience: As ree;ards independence:, I do not have much 

to say, ancl I shall speak about it later. :Now, however, ·r should like to.speak.on 

the problem of unification. 

Many of you already kno1i- th:1.t the French Camerooris. and the British Cnmeroons 

are under Trusteeship. I' shouid like first of all to refer to the texts of the 

Trusteeship Agreements. First of all, there are the Trusteeship Agreements for the 

two Territories. Article G of the Trusteeship Agreement for the Carneroons under 

British Administration otates: 
11 The Administerirtg Authority shall promote the cl.cvelo:pment of free 

political institutions suited t? the Territory. To this end the Aaininis{;cring 

Authority shall assure to the inhabitants of'the Territory a progressively 

increasing share in the aaministrativ-e and other services of the Territory; 

shall develop the participation of the inbabi tants of the 'J.1erri tory in 

advisory and lec;islative bodies and in the government of the Territory, both 

central and local, as may be appropriate to the particular circumstances of 

the Territory and its people; and shall take all other appropriate measures 

with a view to the political advancement of the inhabitants of the Territory 

in accordance with Article 76 b. of' the United Nations Charter. 11 
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I shall now read the same article · in the Trusteeship Agreement for the 

Territory of the Cameroons under French ac1ninistration, which is article 5. 
It sa;ys approximately the . same thing: 

11 The Administering Authority shall talte measures to ensure the local 

inhabitants a share in the administration of the Territory by the 

development of representative democratic bodies, ond, in due course, . 

to arrance approprie.te measures to enable the inhabitants freely to express 

e.n opinion on their political regime and ensure the attainment of the 

objectives prescribed in Article 76 of the Charter.'' 

I should nm, like to read Article 76 of the Charter: 

"T'11e basic objectives of the trusteeship system, in a.ccordm1ce wi-:.h 

the Purposes of the United Nations laid down in Article l of .the present 

Charter, shall be: 

(b) to promote the political, economic, social, and :educational 

advancement of-the inhabitants of the trust territories, and their 

progrcr.:sl\•e development towards self-government or independence as may be 

appropriate to the particulc.r circumstances of each territory and its 

peoples and the freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned, and as 

may be provided by the tenns of each .trusteeship agreement; 11 
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Thus, both in the Trusteeship Agreement for the British ·zone and in the 

Trusteeship Agreement f ·or the French zorie there is a reference to· Article 76 b. 

It speaks of the' unific-ation of the Cameroons. And you may ask me: Hhy •do you 

come here? \Jhy do you come here "to talk about that, Why do you not raise this 

question in the CamerOons? I co.nnot do so, for the simple reason that I' am not 

a member of the lOcal Leg isl'l'.if'i. ·e: J\,,,,cubly in the Cameroons. Then you rr.aY ask 

;.rhy I do. not raise this question in Paris at the National 1.·ssembly of ,rhich I am 

'i member. I cannot do so because the only place where I might meet both the 

Prench delegation and 'the· British delegation is here. 

The tuo problems, in my humble vie\,, are of concern to the •Carteroons, in · 

the first place and in the last 'place because you 1 the world organization of · 

the United' Hations, are· :propounding the principia of the right · of self­

determination of peoples. · Therefore, 'first df all, I would like to address 

myself both to the French and the Brit·ish delegations in order to glean their 

views. We in the Camero ons have the righf t6 speak up. The Cmr.eroons, as you --------know -- and 1-rhy lie abo'..1t it •- has never beeri a nation~ • :tt is only through 

chance, because of 'c:le peace treaties i that ·such country catr.t, into exist2nce, 

The c1ar.s, the tribes~which used to ,fight an1ong each :other-,' have ·riow become a -

people of the Cnrr.eroons. ' And -r think :this is a corttr ibution of old Eur'ope, · 

since in olden days we used to fight' ·aniong -ourselves from morning until •night. 

proble:rp of the unification.of the tvo Cameroons. You must have, 

Mr. R~ntative of tne'-U111tecrlITngc1cl~r~j ruoi'e ' :r>"easbhs 'for beli-ev:i,ng ~l:lat the . 

Camernons undei' 1Yritish admirtistrc1tion'. will'. either decide =to b~ v-oluntarily - ---------
r ~to Nigeria ·or continue under the', Trtisteeship ·regime. But· are .you 

quite sure ~~ is tfie --:-~ Let us assume ·that the British Cameroons ,rould -

say, " He want neither one nor the other; we do not want to be attached to Nigepia, 

nor do we want to continue Trusteeship", what would your reaction be then? 

As a C[iri{eroorifo'n from D'ouala1 from 'the ooastal :~rea,' I know more or · less 

what is happening in our ·area, ·arid I kriow what· is ·•happening on your side of the 

·oorder, •Sir~ • • There are ·certain ' facts .,of an ·ethntcal ·nature} there are c'ertain -

f acts of a· . dialectical ru:iture which plead ·in ·ravo1.l.r of my own thesis, 1na'mel;t,. 
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that the Cameroonians, whatever side they belong to, speak up freely. I will 
; 

quote as an example the very small tribe of the Doualas, and they are not more 

than 30,000 in all. On the other hand, you have the people of Victoria, the 

3ao and the Eakweri. .They read the Bible in the Douala language. In the 

i'!atholic. churches and in the Prot-=starit temples the sermons are read in the Douala 

language. Now let us go a little bit towards the north, towards the Bamileke 

area. One dialect prevails, and it so happens that the Bamilek~ on the British 

side and the Bamileke on the French side ha.ve the same dialect, with very small 

differences. 

Now let us go further north. I know that problem fairly intimately too 

because I .also have family links in the north. There you have people of the 

same blood. I would be glad if you would allow me to address myself to the -----representative of the United Kingdom: IT the Cameroons under British Trusteeship 

spoke up in favour of annexation by Nigeria, a question would never arise; but 

I am not quite certain that this would be the case. That is why I am taking the 

liberty of suggesting here in the ·council that you organize a referendum and that 

vou might even name a date for such a referendum. There is a Visiting Mission 

,1hich periodically visits the Territory on behalf of' the United Nations to glean 

inforrr.ntion on the spot, ,.:::~_ both side,s of the border. Would you deem it 

inconvenient if the rGfeFond,,m l;rere bP.ld democrat ice] J ;;r a+. the time of the next 

v.ir.i.t i;;if tbQ Visiting Hi::ision in the two Territories? 
.. , • · . • •• • . - ' · . 

I was humbly putting a question to the representative of the United Kingdom. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): The petitioner may 

continue making his statement and may even put rhetorical questions to members 

of the Council. Council members will have an occasion later to address questions 

to the petitioner which they deem necessary and adequate. 

they wish. 

They can reply if 

Sir Andrew COHEN (United Kingdom): It may be that the petitioner's 

question to me is not a rhetorical one. I can only say this because I do not 

want to appear to be unwilling to answer any <Juestion even if it is out of order. 

I do not think that we are discussing the Territory of the British Cameroons at the 
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(Sir Andrew Cohen, 
United Kin~do~) 

moment, ~nd if I might addresa a question to the petitioner, it is whether he 
has read the records of what I saicl on this subject, because I think that this -will show him the answer that I am prepared to give at • the present ti1:ne., , 

, T,he PRESIDEN'.f:'. (irit~rpref.aticn frot1 Spanish): .· Before calling upon 

the petitioner again, I shoulc:i' like to point out that the petitioni::r, under .. the. 

resolutions of the General Assembly, and particularly resolution 1211 (XII), is 

in order when he refers to copditions in both Cameroons, especially with regard 

to the problem of unification!... . Hith regard to the matter of the question, the 

President has taken no decision. 

I will now call upon tl1e petitioner once ngain. 

Prince Alexandre DOUALA MANGA BELL ( in~e1·pretation from French)! I will 

therefore proceed, Here you have the broad principles that underlie my petition. 

I will try to be as clo.se to the poirit as I ca::1 and I will therefore pass on to the 

problem of independence. Once again I would like t') say that my statement commits 

only myself; it is my own responsibility; I am speuking for myself. 

We know full 11ell that at the present time no people is really independent, 

Whoever you take in the world, we are all interdependent. But I think that I · 

em interpreting the views of' my fellow Cameroonians when I say that what they 

want is sovereignty, Carueroonian sovereignty. I think, as I alre~dy said in 

1952 in this very room, as one of the memllers of the French delegation at that 
, 

time, that it is up to the Cnmeroonians alone; it is they who uill have the last----say under the very text which you yourselves, sentlemen, drafted, with a lot of 

generosity, with a lot of care, It is up to the Cameroonians alone to decide 

what that sovereignty will be and how it will come. · You have, of course, this 
- ' 

word II sovereignty11 which is supposed to be trans'lated into this magic word --
tl :Lnd.ependence". 
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(Pr:L:ice AJ.e>:andre Douala Mane;n Bell) 

If the Cameroons through their representatives at a e;iven time express 

the wish to achieve such sovereignty,. I am convinced that France will not deny 

this request. It is ,not for anybody, not even for me as an elected representative 

of the Territory, ·to ·express myself in favour or against it.· It is the 

Cameroonians ther:iselves who must state their views on this sub,ject. This may 

come sooner tha1: we think an.d France, I believe, will not deny such independence. -1:lhen we acquire independence, we will, as all people who go through these 

various eXJ)eriences,. have a few unfortunate mishaps. · We will have a few bro1,en 

limbs, a few broken skulls, . a few · twisted anl~les, but that will be our own 

responsibility.. We will at least have a sovereign State, a sovereign Government, 

and that is already three-quart~rs of the way. 

Then there is the last stage. It is up to the Cameroonians alone to . attain 

this stage with the help of itieo, Fra:nce -&ru1 tJ1c _ 

the case before the Council and 

I hope that - easily aole ~to~;s~o;l;v;e=:;:i~t~~~-------:-------------

I have finished my statement. 

Mr, ROLZ BENNETT (Guc1.temala) (interpretation from Spanish): We have 
. V . 

listened with the greatest attention to the statement just made by the 

petitioner from the Cameroons. ·since its substance touches very closely upon 

some of the problems which t::ie delegation of Guatemala raised in its statement 

in the general debate relating to the Cameroons under British adminiptration, 

we should like to take advantage of this occasion to ad.dress certain questions 

to the petitioner. 

Prince Manga Bell mentioned t•,ro problems relating to the future of the 

Trust Territory of the Cameroons under British administration and tl:le-41:rust 
• - -- ------Terri y of the Carneroons under French administration -- unification . and 

independenc~iith regard. to unifif ion, be asserted· that it was for the 

pol)ulation of the two Territories to take a decision freel as tot~ 

their Terri ories. ately gives rise to the problem of the 
----· cons~~-IJ21J.St_]?_~ _ _J.~_tl.9: __ j,.~~ri tories so as to sound out publi-e-

opinion. My delegation suggested not only at the present session of the Council -but also during the meetings of' the Fourth Con:mittee at the twelfth session of 
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the General Assembly that both AdministerinG Authorities should hold continuous 

permanent consultations so as to conduct a consultation of the population 

simultaneously in both Territories. 

I should lib~ t~sk the petitioner whether he feels that it would be 

pocsibl~ for the consultations of the population in both Cameroons to be held 
----:--:---~-------

at one and the same time. In his opinion, would this be possible? 

Prince Alexana.re D~A I~mA BisLL (interpretation from French): In my 

belief, yes. I thinl~ that you have already envisaged how such public 

consultations can be held. 

Hith your permission, Mr. President, I should like to reply to the 

representative of the United Kingdom. I think I should first answer him. lie 

asked me whether I had read his statement. Well, :please believe me, I have not 

only read it, but I have studied it. In fact, most of the time that I have been 

here I have spent studying page after page of all that was said in the Council. 

And I think that in politics, as he knows full well, there can be surprises, 

unpleasant surprises. 

i'1'e have a tremenclous chance of reaching the end purposes of the Trusteeship 

System without shedding a drop of blood. I would not like to go into e}.-periences 
--

which we he.vc unclergone. We do not know about the future. I hope that the 

thesis of the representative of the United Kingdom will prevail, but I am not sure 

that it will. He says that either the Ca.meroons will speak up in favour of its 

integration with Nigeria, to which his country has :promised ind.e:penclonce, if I am 

not mi:::,-tal;:en, next year, or it will continue unc1er the Trusteeship System. But 

for how lone? After all, every trusteeship must have an end. 

,,hether, 

Sir Andrew COBEH (United King
1

dor7''): I can only ack the petitioner 

after all his study, he has coWectly understood what I have said. What 

I ha,ve said is this: that in due time my delegation will mal:e :proposals to the 

United Nations on this subject about the future. If lie tfo.nks tha-r, I have already 

said what form any consultation will take, I must tell him that he is mistaken, 

ancl his last remark su136ostea. to me that he might be mistaken in this respect. 
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Hr. ROLZ BEI'HTSTT (Guatemala) (interpretation from Spanish): .. ·To my 

question the · petitioner replied that in his . op~i or. the c011.3-lH,b+i~ the 

simultaneously in both Cameroons. In -the light of that 

reply, I should li .e • o as ~ him whether he persona y or certain e;roups of public 

opinion in the Cameroons ha~~the preparatory steps ,rhich . 

would be indispensable if such a simul tancous con~·-tcrm::irc-~ 
....:=---~----------- - ··---------
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Prince Alexandre DOUAIA MANGA Pf:LL (interpretation from French): I think 

that one must prepare public opinion by inf'ormin,s the populations that at such .. 
and such a date they will be consulted·as to a given :point. 

Mr. ROLZ BENNET'i' (Guatemala) (interpretation from Spanish): Since 

presumably this consultation of the people would have to be held in close -co-operation with the United Nations, I should like to ask the petitioner~t 

steps he thinks would have to be taken so that the co-operation of the United 

Hations in this consultation would be fully effective. 

Prince Alexendre DOUAIA MANGA BELL (interpretation from French): In 

the history of overseas territories, you have a precedent_. _ That precedent is the 

problem of the "Ewes. I hol)e the repr_esentative of the United Kingdom will forgive 

me .for mentioning it; he knowp the problem even better than I. Well, you have that 

precedent. The l,X)pulations of Togoland were caosuJ+ed in regard to this question 

o~ the Ewes. '1:here wa~eferendum, and it is well kno"m under who.t conditions ~ 
tn1s referendum was held. ----_ 

If the representative of the United Kingdom and the representative of France 

could reach an agreemefit and accede to the desire of the Cameroonians, I think 

that the problem of consultation is not something that should be feared. It 

suffices to take the necessary measures from the political point of view. In my 

humble submission, this can be done. This has been done elsewhere, if I am not 

mistaken. 

Mr. ROLZ BENNETT (Guatemala) (interpretation from Spanish): The 

petitioner has told us that he speaks on his ow behalf. However, I should like 

to ask him whether recently there have been in the Territory any manifestations 

of public opinion and any i:nanifestat10ns in representative governmental organs - -
which would indicate tha·c the problem of unification is increasing, first of all, 

in the French Cameroons and whether any similar feeling in the British Cameroons 

has come to his notice. 
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Prince Alexandre DOUALA MANGA. BELL'. ( interpre.t~t ion from French) : 

I think that I will not be . exacgerating if .I . . say that I lmow the . state of _BllJlic 

opinion__in . the French-aclminist.ered 'l'er:c~.y. Moreover, we are close n~ie;hbours 

t-~ people of British-administered Cameroons, where some of us Doualese have 

very larGe plantations .and therefore have to visit that other zone from time to 

time. I would hasten to say that I hope the representative of the United Kingdom 
- - - ·--· ·- --

will not think that I am engaging in disloyal practices on the~fher-side when I 
______ .:---::....:__:__ _ _:.:_:_::~~~,::__:_;:.~---=:_;_~~ .---

go there. 

~ is up to you to take your_ dec:i.sions. I do not ·know whether you will 

chance your policy. But the problem of the referendum seems to me to be a problem., 

---of major urgency in both zones. 

Mr. ~OLZ BENi'IF.T'l1 (Guatemala) ( interp tat ion from SI?,mish): For the 

moment, I should like to give other member the Council an opportunity to 

put questions to the petitioner. 

richt to ask further questions. 

, I should like to reserye my delegation's 

Mr. TOMEH (Syria): I am sure that we are all aware that the question 

of the unity of the Cameroons has already been raised -- and, to the best of 

my recollection, it was raised in connexion with the discussion of the British 

Cameroons by the representative of Haiti. When the representative of the United 

Kingdom was replyinc nnd arc;uing against unity, he referred to the matter of the 

different dialects and different tribes. This matter has also been referred to by 

the petitioner here. To the best of my understanding, he said that there are 

various lanc;uac:;es and that the_re are various ethnic tribes, but nevertheless he 

affirmed the existence of manifestations in favour of u.11ity among the 

Now, I have three questions, one of which has already been put by the 

representative of Guatemala. 

First, what is the basis of this 1 'nrr of unity amonG the eroonians'Z 

Thirdly, do the Cameroonians believe that independence is a necessary and ..:::::::::.:::.:~_::.:~-=--.;:;_ --------
s u ff i c i en t condition for the realization of union'Z -- --------------
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Pr~E_:~ .l\le:>~:i.ndre DOUAIA MAITGA B:~LL (interpretat:i.on i'rom French ): The 

relations betueen the inhabitants oJ; the British Cameroons and the French 

C~rc~oons ?1:-; excellent. Relations are fine. I would repeat to the representative 

of the United Kin.;;dom that the relations between the British Cameroons and the 
' . . .. ,. . . . 

French Carneroons <lre,excellent . . He are fine . neighbours. 

'i'he first_ que stion was: ' where are these affj_nities? Hell, there are 

certain ethnic affinities. I have cited names of tribes that the members of the 

Council perhaps do not even t now: . the Douala tribe, a very small tribe amonc 

the 3. 5 million inhabitants of the French Crnee\.oons; on the other side,. the 

Bakweri and the Sao, toward Victoria, and GO fo:rth. I apologize for repeating 

this, but I hav.~ been asl:ed to give the infor.rn:Jti<Jn. 

The Bible appec.1~s in the Douala lant:ua;_;e, c:>.nd tb~ sermons in the Catholic 

churches and nlso in the Protestant churches . are civen in t he 1)ouo.la language. 

If one c;oes a bit f urther north, t owa rd the Bamilel;:e and the Earnoun, one finds 

th?.t, alt_hou;:;h they are divided by some smnll dialects, they _h3.ye a common et:b.nic 

bac}:::r;rounrl. . This .cannot be denied, Hhen you 60 to the Crn:ieroori.s :, • :you find that 

on both sj_des the manner of dancinc;, the social life, even the .me.nner of 

buildine, thetr . houses are exactly the same. But there is a big difference 

bet ween the people i n t he North and t he people in t he Bamileke and Bamoun 

country e ncl in the jun:::;le country. That st:cikes one imt:1ediateJ.y . I do not 

wish to insi st on this a.nd repeat myself' over and over again, 
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lk. TOi\iEH (Syria): i•iy second question is I do they believe that --­independence is absolutely necessary for the realization of unity, 
--------,__-------:---------

Prince Alexandre DOUAIA HANGA m~LL: (interp1·etation from French) : 

You asl~ed me whether inde}?enclence is absolutely necessary for unity; Well, one 

is th2 same as the other; everyone ha,s his own interpretation of this. I have 

my is an6. I explained it a little while 

ago.__,If you will allow me , sir, what do you think in ependence is -- coulo. you 

tell us that? 

Mr. TOLER (Syria): I assure the petitioner that I am really on his 

side. My last question concerned in~ Do the people in the Cameroons 

fee l that they are being given proper opportunities for inC.ependence and self-rule? 

Prince Alexnnc1re DCUALA MANGA :OEi.L (interpretation from French): That 

is for the Car,1eroonians to sD.y. I have no political mandate here; .,I t lli 11k it i_:s. 

for them to take a decision,; I have no right to com1ili t the future of my country . 

The situation, after all, can develop and I am certain that when the moment comes 

the Cameroons will achieve independence, and in my opinion that means sovereiGnty~ 
------------------It wou:cl rn,~an that the Co.rneroons would have a Chief of State, whereas now, as • 

a Trust Territory, it is the High Commiss ioner who at present plays such a role. 

If we had own Chief of State he might t hen designate someone to be , 

Prime Minister. In the course of history 

were independent but were nevertheless linked to others, for in$tance Austria, 

which although independent was nevertheless tied to the Hapsbur g family. 

Sir /mdr ew COHEN (United Kingdom): My intervention may be ·a point 

of order ; it arises from what the representative of Syria has just said about a 

statement which I mac1.e at the end of the debate on the Caroeroons under British 

Administration. I understood him to say just now that I spoke against the 

unification of the ·cameroons. I urge the r epresentative of Syria to stuoy my 

very carefully worded speech. I was not doing anything of that kind., except to 

a very limited de gree which I will describe. 
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, rt, will .be rernember_ed .that, w~ were t_olcl that we were. dismembering the 

unity of the Trust .'l'erritory anc, th~t the qoundaries hacl peen clr_awn without 

regard. .to :the _ interest~ Qf the population. I. ifas trying to deal with tho1?e 

matters .;factually, a~d was explai.~ing our. ob}igations und,er the Trusteesh:i.:p 

Agreement an0. t _he way . in w)1ich the , _boundaries had been drawn in 1919 or abo~t 

that time. I ao.l;llit, on .. looking at my speech, that I did aslt who could doubt . • . 

· .. •_ 

that in .. the case pf' the northei:n part of the •rerri tory uno.er British Administration 
• -. : • • ;_ ·· ·. , ' i •. ; . • • ·: 

the be:st arra,ngement yot1ld be for them. to c9ntinue as part _of . Nigeria, wh_ich is .. 

in fact what the people of ~h~t area. _ha,ve . always .ui:1animously said .the_Y wanted, . 

but if the r _epresentative of: Syria will look at_ th_e area where there is a 

question of what will hapr)en in the fut\lrc, namely the so_uthern part of Jlle . 
Territory,, he will fine.. .that there .. was no sugge,stion of a final juc.:•g~ment in 

anything I said either one way or the other. I explained the problem, I said 

there were different yiews, apcl :I:. said the people w,ou1:.cc.: have -a _free . c_ho~ce in 

the future., .. I just wantecl to. put_ tllis right, becaus_e it is a rather important . . . ;, . ' . 
point. However, I quite uncle,rsti:1nd _that., i_n thesec9mp~icateci.. 1~atters one does not 

always give the impres.sion one wants to give .. 

The PRP.SID"SNT (interpre~ation .fro~u. Span~sh): .· '.rhe clarification 

of the representative of the United Kingdom will figure in the record. He die 

not actually bring up a point of order and therefore the Chair is not called 

upon;:to :t~ke any d~r::isioq. _ .-. 

Mr. l-iITRA (In~ .MY:. delegatio_n Jws listened. with great interest 

to ti'.ie ·state.1~ent mao.e by the dist.in6uished p_eti t:ioner and we certainly feel that 
. • . • ·. . . . • -. : . .· . : . .' . . . ~ . . . , 

he is very sincere and holds qu~:te _ a,efin;L~_e views about many su~jects. \12 have 

been very interested in some of the replies he has given to the representative 

of Syria and so the first question I would like to put to him is this. Does 

: •' 

he personally -- I quite understand that he has no responsibility, no mandate, 

exceptin~ to himself -- feel that the Statute now in force in the French Cameroons 

is a satisfactory ste_p towards that sovereignty which he desires for the 
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Prii-1ce J.lexandre DOUALA r1u\NGA BELL (interpretation from French):· I 

should be°' lacl-~ine; in frankness if I tried to deny tllat it exists. He have a 

Statute, which WEI.~ dis~ussed 1·engthily at' the ·Palais Bo'urbon, but that is an 

internal matte1·,wt,ich conc~rris 'F'ran~e and ourselv.fili-. ;. Wriether oh~ 

i{; Ol' not, the Statute has been ao.opted; it has been applieJl•; there is a 
. . . •. . • •...,- • ·. . . .. • . . ~ . -~ 

Camero_ • . Ooviously, thi~- is a f~:teat step abeacl towards 

inc1epeiidei1c e; • :in ·m·y ·opinion· it :i. s ~lso a st'ep t 'awo r<ls '.Overei g1'l-ty. • One can 
--- ~ • . ' ·~ 

interpret it as one pleases, but it remains true that democratic procedures have 

been 1;.~spected. One can be in favour or otherwise of ariy given Carneroonian 

G~ut the 'fact ·1s there, it is up to the electors to open their eyes 

and see what is happening' ·and then choose' men capable of leading the country ..__ ---..;;.__ . ~ 

towo.rds the f~hich .1!1ey clesire, namely indepe'nclence and soverei1:,nty.:, ---- ------

!llr. HITRA (Im1ui,): I thank the peti iioi1er, if only for the one 

That phrase to the effect that thi~ • a tremendoi..,s 'step towards 'in6.epen_g~_:ng_g_. .--~--------
I wanted to l:hi:rw what his feelings is· precisely the answer which I wantea.·; 

were on the subject, and I think he has macie tllern quite clear. Could he now 

giYe any in<:1,ication of what _ft·· s opinion, necessary before 

the Ce.meroons Government an6 people can enjoy the,t independence and sovereignty -of wh:i.--:h ne has spoken, ___ ___,. __ ___ 

Prince Alexandre DOU/tLA M.':;.NGA BEL.i.., (interpretation fi'Om French): In 

my belief, it is the duty of those who represent the Territory in t;Je 

Carneroonian Chs.:nber of Deputies, it is · the ·duty of thci Goverrunent to • [,et in 
. • . . ' 

touch with those representatives, and of those representatives to getLn touc·h 

with the electors I to--l~i·n what the Came.1ioons wants~ 
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• ,-\ .. 

, Th!=? : problem, as I ,-pee ,it, is simple. indeed. ..It ,_ip suffic;ient for the . 

Cam~1·oon,i,?,ns .to say: Starting: :f'i·o.m such an.d such a. date_, we dem~nµ . sovere_iguty 

e.nd independence. Then Fra.11ce holds a referendum, _and after, th_at._,J: _think that . 

we shall have independence. I am not a prophet -- I do not say that this will 

happen, -,qn Thursday _or F;riday ,or SatU:rclay_, but it ;cer,tainly will pa.ppen and 

happen:-autorno.tically. 

}'ir .- MITRA ,{India) .: : He have .been very mµch -. :Lnterested _in ,the difference 

whi,c;h, 4a~ been :pointed.,out -by the petitioner. b~:t:ween sovereignty., on _the one :. , ,­

hand, an<l. i ndependence, on the other. I am not quite clear as to ;exactly what . 

he means by sovereignty as distinct from i ndependence. Perhaps he could explain 

-. Prince /\.lexQ.p9-r.e DOt!l\LJ\, KANQA BELL . (f n~erpr_etation f;rom French): 

Willi~Gly. , The wor_d !'~oy_er..~~n:ty~' :speakp i'o;t: , i .:ts.e_lf. ",, I think tµat the .British 

Commonwealth of Hatio~s .-, i -.s .. ~ .9~;,_e in po_int. ;[ndia. is.-~ State; _it· ip not only a. 

sov~:ecign Sta:te, but . ~n ,in~ep~nden:t State;, .,ancl, . yet it is a ,member , of the British . 

Commorivetll th. of', Na;tio.1s , . is . it ., no,:t? 

,·.·. t!£.=.... MITX!!~ {Ind.j'._a ): : If I may _corr.e_ct .the petitioner, th.e proper phr?,s.e 

is not the British Commonwealth, but the Commonwealth of Hatio:1s. 

Prince Alexandre DOD.ALA MAJ'JGA BELL (interpretation frorn Ftench): I arn 

sorry~ However, I believe that India: has not .disrupted ~ts relations with the 

United Kingdom. I realize that there j s much v!hich I still have to learn, but I --am certai;1ly ,benef_i~ing _ f _rom this rneeti'.1g,_: 

lvir. MITRA (India): My last question also concerns the question of 

sov1;reir1.ntY-:-,, I am interested in ~he; a:nalog:r which ~e has dr~wn with the 

Cornraonwealth .of .Nations. . As he i5 aware, ;the .· r~lationship bet111ee11 the 

Commonwealth countries is ~ one -~~1:_~~r- -~s. ,not defiped by a. :written law of _an_y kind, 

but depends on consultations on a }n1.sis of free and equal sove_rei_gnty,. . Is this 

t he sort of relationship which the petitioner would like to see for the ---
Cameroons? 
-------·- -- - ---- .- .. , . 
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Prince Alexandre lX)UALA MANGA BELL (interpretation from French): Yes-> 
• . • - . . 

I ,personally, would like this, b\1t a.gain 

me, or ·any other politician, to claim it. 

decide dernoc,ratically what· it wishes. 

1 hai:ften· 'td s"ay that it is riot up to 

I think that the country will have to 

Mr. SEAPB (Urii ted 'st'a't'es of America): I should just like to say that we 

are glad to see the petitioner here. Some years ago I paid a privat·e visit to 

his country and I received the greatest hospitality . 
. . . . _. - , . • · , . • 1 _ . :, . • . . . . . . • • . . 

First of all) ·1n the opinio,1 of the petitioner, are the people · of the 

Northern British Cameroon~ cthuicallj more .identified 't-tith Nigeria than with the 

~eh Ci,;mer°oons? 

Prince Alexandre DOUALA MANGA BELL ( interpretation f1~om Frer{ch): Since • 

I am from the North myself, I have good reason to know its history, even though 

it is no·t' .\liscussed in 'public. The people of ·tha~ c~hiitry are mad~ ·up l~rgely 

of so-called Peuls. Th~ 'populatioris ~f both the Brit ish: a:,id' the Fi·ench areas 

speak Peul. I thi11k that there ar'e close ethnic links between them. I am -
acquainted \,ith: the problem,' and I was .. qU:ite -cm-rtafn that°you were going to put 

the question to me in feet, I foresaw it, • I appreciate the statement of •• 

the represe,1tative of the United Kin 13dom. He, of course, has his own views on 
. . 

the . subject' but nevertheless he must adrui t that each i'i entftled to his' own 

opinion. 

Sir Andrew COHEN (un'i ted Kingdom): 1That really · matters is the o:piaion 

which' the people express when they are constilted. 

Prince Alexandre DOUALA Ml\NGA ~ (interpretation from French): Yes, 

exactly; that is quite right. 

Hr. SEA.l~S (united States of America): ' My secorid que'stion is thi's. - If 

con.sultations are held at the same 'tirrie 'in both the British and 

Ca~, wha~, i n the opinioi1 6~eti t:Loner, would. be the 'effect if oc1e 

side voted for unification· and the other did riot? 



~1:L1ce_ P,le:mndr;e :COUALA l,::AIJGA BELL (interpretation from Fre<ich): I 

suppns e that we should have to bow to the opinion of the majority. 
- ----

(ir. _p EAPS_ (Unit ed State s of America): 'l'hat i.s neither a go~d nor a 

fair an swer because he knows perfectly well that there is a conflict there. 

lq last question is the following. During a popular consultation or 
• --- • :plebh'..5.ite, i's · it possible, in the orinion of ~peJ-;i b ore:r, :f-o pnt rnare than --. 

two q_ue sti,Jns before the voters? In other ,rnrds, coulcJ. the people be~,-1;:ed at 
. },; 

the s o.me time whether they wantedlto co1,tinue · un.Jer 1rrusteeshi:p, or t becorne 

i n<lep end811t ., 01.· t3 · oin• t'c1e British C,1meroons? 

... 
Prj_nce Al c;-:a ndr e DOL?.LJ\ i•:Ihi;GA BELL (ioterp retatj_ r., n fro;,1 French): I 

would say tha t this depends exclusively 011 those who are consulted. If, 

:mathematically spea1~i nc , the consul tat.ion re Dul ts in so rno.;iy votes fer such a ~1d 

(;uch i (leo. £L o. so many for r.nother idea, one can m1ly rr.ake · a tiathematical 

e q_u atio;1, and tha.t is the.t. 

'l'b~ PlillSI.QftJ'.~ (interpretation from Spanish): I believe thc.t the 

pet itione r has r,ot fully unde rstood. the que stion of the re_j_Jrese ntati ve of the 

Uni t ed. St a t es. Perhaps 1,!1·. • Sears would. repeat it. 

Mr. _?_¥JI.PS (Unj_ted States of America)': I asked this question because I 

have t hought .G-1lout it 11:any t imes. For example, I cal°J see no reason why the 

people of the French Carneroons should not be given an oppo1·tunity at some 

stage to express their vie11 as to whether or not thev desire unification of 

both s i de s of ·the border, but how that ea,, be arranged is what I clo not --- -under s tand. In other words, as each voter enters the b-a.11,)t booth, can he be 

pre sented with three i deas: does he wish to continue u11der Trusteeship? Does 
• -

he wish to be ind.epend.ent, Or does he wish to join the British C2.meroons? 

I would go one step further. In "t.he cas.c of the Trust Territory of 

Tocp land una.er British admin istration., a voter was askecl whether he wished 

to join the Gold Cciast or to remain under Trusteeship. Nb reeans could be 

found 2.t thn.t tirne wh12reby the Ewes would have a chance to say whether they 

wi shed t o rernaL1 under Trustee ~, hip so that th8y could vote, at a later staGe, 

to join vi th the Fre'.nch Ewes, a,1d them 1:-,.tcr with t he new Sta'.:;e of G}w.na. 
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Prince Alr::x::rnc.,:e r:ou:u.:A !!ft.EGA BELL ( int8rp.cet2,ticn from French): I 

see absolutely no difficulty in putt ing this quest:i.on to t he inhabitants of 

the B:d tish Co.1"eroons. Personally, I can see no inc:onvenience in putting the 

questions in the order inclicc:-.ted by the United States rer;.cesentati ve that 

is, do you wish to c ontinue to live under the T:;.·usteeship System, o:r· do you 

wish to ·be intec;rated. But I, for my :ra:ct, should lite to put a question to 

the Council: ;lhat uill harmen if the reply is in the n-21.:ntive? After all, 

no one can foretell events. This is ?, q_uesti on 1,l1ich I tei.!~e the liberty of 

add]·cssins to the Trusteeship Cour:c il. In polities_. anything is possible ; 

one ne·,e1· l:ncws. 

'I'he E~E3IDE1',T ( interpretation fror!1 Sp2.nish): '11he Council will tal:e 

note of the ciucGtion ,just rn :L ned. !)Y the petition~:-.: . 

r:r. SEARfi (United States of America): I thank the petitioner for 

his c01m:1ents. I sh::.11 read them carefully in the verbatim record , becc.us2 I 

an still in some\ihat of a a.uc.ndc.ry. I 1:now that in my own State, for e}:c1r.tfJlc, 

the voter is very rarely con :f:conted with more than one choice . The voter comes 

to t he polls without any previous study of the matter a nd he usually wants 

to 1:now whether he is votinc; for one me.n or another man. Sometimes, in the ce.se 

of voting concerning a lic1uor licence, there is a choice among three possibilities, 

and the g1·eo.test confusion results; it is almost im~Jo ssible to cour:.t the votes. 

In any case, I thanl, the petitioner and I repeat that I shall certainly 

study his c orr,ments with gre2.t intere st. 

Prince Alexa ndre DCUi\LA ljA1':GJ\_l??LL ( interpretation from French): I, 

myself, shall rely on the wisd.om of the Council. 

1-lr. CUv"SY.S BO:JUAER'I' (Bel5ium) (intP pretation from Fr ench): I Ghould 

first lil,e to tell P:.-ince T.'m1alo. Nansa 

had the pleasure of reeting hJ.111 :i.n t h 

how happy I am t o see him here. I 

in 1949, and I have the. happiest 

memorie s of t he hospitality 

to h im which somewhat develops 

brou~ht up. 

sho1,ed. L,s . I should lU:e to put a question 

e idea of a po1Jular consult[!.tion whlch lle has 
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(Mr. Claeys Bouuaert, Beln:iun) 

I must e,dmi t that I · do not .see what -precise _conclusions c,ould be drmm 

~uch a popular :consJJJ±riticn. Irrmy opinion, no positive results will 

be · obtained from a · referendum involv:ing the -two Territories: of: the Cameroons. 

The peopl~ of the tyro Territories would, I presume, be as],:ed whether -they> 

desired unification. In view, hmrever, of the difference in population rtgures, 

even an overwheiming majority in favour of . linification would not mean very much. 

Hhnt would count would be the proportion · ·of 1.rotes in favour of unification 

obtained in the Carneroons under British administration. And even in that 

Territory account would have to be taken of the regional division of votes, 

for all of us know the: geogruphical conditions of the British Cameroons; we 

know that it is divided into separate zones which a.re not even -adjacent. 

We also know that there is a separate T1·ustecship Ac;reen:ent for each of 

these two T~ries, that thete -have been two Administerins Authorities for 

thirty years now, ' and that the p_oli tical problems of · the two T.erri tories are 

diffE:°rent for historical reasons. Finally, we lmov ,-- and I would invite the 

petitioner to reread the verbatim records cf our discussions here --:- the.t _ the 

highe~t autho~ities of the United Kingdom Government have proclain:ed that there 

is no qtiestion of integrating the populations of- the British Cameroons in .an 

independent State of Higeria against their will: and -that the aspirations of 

the populations will be ascertained in advahce, by, appropri~te ,democratic methods. 

From this consultation of the people :in the Cameroons :una,er B:dtish 

administration -- which ,rill probably take place in the not too distant future 

it will be possible, in my opinion, to dete:rmine whether those :l)e9ple ,-~ish to 

contintte their association with Nigeria or irhcther, ,so~ewhat r -~versing the 

conrse of their recent hist61·y, • they wish to reriew their ancient ties with 

the Trust Territory ·to which they are attached by ethnic considerations • . -

This is the question which I wish to put to .the petitioner; , Doe:;; he not 

believe that, in · fact, this consultation will give the answe:r which he proposes. 

to ootain through the re:f'erendum he has suggested? 
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Prince tJ.'.e.xandre· DOUALA MA:NGA BELL (.interpretation from French): It 

is true that there is a considerable imbalance. There are 1,200,000 or 

1,300,000 itihabitants in the British Cameroons as. compared with about 

,5,500,000 inhabitants in the French Cameroons. The figures speak ;for themselves. 

Personally, I ask only one thing: to have. the correct information. I have 

confidence. I am not seeking in any way to. obtain v9tes. I want I 

think ,,e all want -- to see things clearly. I see absolutely no difficulty 

in putting the. question to the inhabitants of the Cameroons und~r B~itioh 

administration. 
-------

Mr. CLAEYS BOUUP.ERT (Belgium) (interpretation from French): I wish 

to thank the petitioner for that rPp'.ly. 

U h.~AH MIN (Burrr:a): I have only one question to put to the 

petitioner. Before putting it, I wish to state that I do so with the best of 

intentions and in good faith; I hope that my colleagues from France will not 

misunderstand my motives. 

The question is as follows: What, in the opinion of the petitioner, is 
- -

the effect on the Territory's future of the association of th 

with the French Union? To what extent does the petitioner think that this 

association has prejlldiced -- or should I say influenced -- the future of the 

Territory? Finally, what future, in the petitioner's opinion, does France 

envisage for the Territory? In other words, does .the petitioner think that 
---· · " 

the various political and economic measures that France has instituted during 

the period in which it has functioned as the guardian of the Territory are 

designed to perpetuate the Territory's association with the French Union, even 

after the Territory has obt:1.inecl. its independence; or does he feel that these 

measures and their cumulative effect on the Territory would still enable the 

Territory to withdraw from the French Union after the attainment of independence, 

without necessarily having to face hardships? 
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Prince Alexarn1re DOUALA Ht,NGA . BELL (interpretation from French) : liy 

reply will be brief. It is up to the Cameroons to make that decision. ilhether 

the French author:i.ties have this view or that view on the subject is not so 

ir:iporta:µt; . the important thing is what the Cameroons have to so.y .about it. 

U Krnu HIN ,(Burma): I am, of course, a.ware that the Cr.:nerooni~ns 

can say at the time of the terminat,ion ,of . the Trusteeship l!greelllent w~u:it future 

they want .for their avm country. However, my question was wh~ther, .in the 

personal opinion of .the petitioner, the measures which France bas instituted in 

the . Territory in the political end economic fields m:i.ght .. jeopardize or 
• • • I • • ' 

influence the c110J.ce of the . inhabitants of the Terd tory .as to their future. 

Also, whether any hardships or economic .difficulties, for e.xample, would be faced 

by the Territory if it decided to withdraw from the French Union when the time 

comes for. the terra.inc.tion of the . Trusteeship A3reement. . 

Prince Alexandre DOUALA L:11\.:NGA BELL (interpretation frorn French): Here I 

find myself in the case of the .ass o,f Buridl:-n: on the one side, sor1ie vm.ter, and 

on the other sic1e, some hay. . Does not the representative of. Buri.m consider his 

question to bc ,a banana peel for me to slip on? However, I appreciate the 

interest which he .. tal,;:es in. the . development of my country. 

I run not alone in dec;i.ding thE: )ssue • .. However, I feel ~hat I may slip or 

even fall, but.I shall try .to hang on. 

Does the repr~sentative. 9f Burwa L:now how !:',t~ch FIDBS has inves-t.ea in the 

~ameroons; that is to .. say the citizen who pajrs his tax _without lmOi•ring it? 

'Ihe majority of •Citizens .who pa? . their taxes does not lmow its g,eo.graphy _and the 

money just goes, You may lu:we , had the occasion to go to the .Ce .. me,rqcns. .I run 

not always in a8reement . with the French admini .stration far from it. He h,ave 

certainly had rather difficult quarrels inter parientes, .but that ,does not prevent 

me from stating the truth tha.t the Cameroons has a great advantage which I would 

like to see many,;other countries enjoy. 

of Burn,o.? 

Does . r:iy reply satisfy the representative 
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u KY.N T liI N (Bur uo.): I 11 8 ... ,re -
thank the ~ . i .·.,_i ~,-, ·;,-

1:1e l t..-0 •. , . . . fo:c 1,r,e opini.0~1:: 
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no further <;_u,2st ions 

he }~r~s ofic-;red. l iv ., 

and I wish 

clelegat:i.011 

his statements as reflecting · the pex.;:;ona\ opinj_orn::. of ·the petitioner. 

only to 

.will note 

I;r. KELLY (Australia): I should l :Uc.c to zxpress •• rny erati tude to the 

peti ticner for the views that he ho.s cornmun:.i.cP..:~~cl to the Council. I myself was 

pe.rti cula;ly intrigued :with ti1e corupletely mat"ur;; e.pproach that ·he made to the 

concept of independence and to -clie stress he plf2c~cl on practical sovereicnty. 

This word 11 sover.eignty" does not occur in .Articl~ 76 of the Charter. . Instead .----- .. 
there e.re two expressions to which I direct his c1:ttention. Article 76 b of the 

Charter speab:; of progressive development tm-iarcls •• sel·f-gover~ or indepen~e. 

I should.· lil;:e to ask the peti tion~r whether in hi; view a full measure of self--­governraent would be an e:>-rpression of sovereignty. 

Prince Alexandre DOU.ALA fl~~xGA BELL (1rrferp1·etat1on from French): I would 

say yes to t h e representative of !'..ustralia; tho:t is to say there would be P. 

Of wli.at does sovereicnty consist? I · do not hmr~ · to explain that. I believe 

that is 'something which goes ~lithout saying -_;.,· :1:t is i mplied in the word 
11 , • II 

sovereignt:;, . 

T11e representative of · AustraJ.ia h&s re:'-2rrec. 'co Article 76 of the Char.ter · .• 

which speaks of self-government or i:.ndependenc~. · 1:·:hen one is sell ..:governing, 

that is a step forward. I believe tl:,at sovereignty and independence follow 

automatically. I have no hesi t2tion: in sc;.~'ir.r_:: _; _ •:?nd I think I am also 

committing l iiy c :crr.:;:a t::,_• iot.s -- • the:::-. ve shal.l have :; ;:1r{~::-iendence t,i thout fail one ·day. 

He will have it sooner or latei-. I have said t h c>:G (,Ur pr oc;ress rrJty i1ot always 

be smooth. 'Ihere may be accidents t h G same as -~.:-,ose · -,;.rhich might take place at 

home or in training horses.· But si:1ce inc.epenl cence has been :promised, since 

this r.1ngic ,-rord 11 independerice11 !v::i.s beei.1 . acl~·e.ncecl .... and by whom? • ·by you 

Gentle:nen_. i t has beP.n pr ouourice d in tbe Generi:il i:sser::ibly -·· if so many ,,;ords 

and so nuch inl~ have been used by the United :i'Te.t:i.o:n3,· by tl1e Tru1>tc ,:; s.hip Councj_l 

and by France, you can be s1.Ire tlmt it ,Till co:,,e to us. 



BHS/ ai~1 T/Pv.8(,9 
53-55 

i ir. TELLY (Australia): I would sin1ply recall to the petitioner that 

the Charter speats of two fPals of political develop:i1ent us worthy of n self­

respectinG :people: the goal of self-goverrm1ent and the 0oal of independence. 

There ,.iay in fact be a difference of substance or a difference of form. 

now wish to turn to · another q_uestion. 

But I 

It would secr.1 to i.1e frcm wliat I ·heard in the Fourth Co1mi1i ttee last year and 

f rom what I heard more recently here in this Council, that the demand for ·the 

unification of the two Cameroons :i.s based on the judr.;ernent that the peoples of the 

two Cruneroons have a' very great deal in cornrnon, so much in conmon thcl,i;, they ought 

perhaps to forr.1 one state. I heard the petitioner speak of· tl1e Douala people and 

their languac;e as existing on either .side of the frontier. But the1·e are many 

frontiers in the world in 11hich you will find the sanie languaGe spol~en. Can 

the petition.er briefly state· the maj or considerations which led him to believe 

that the two Car.1eroons ·ought to ·oe _unified? He has spol~en of the differences 

between the North of the Canforoohs and the South, ··on the FTench and on· the British 

side. 1il1at are the major factors me.ldng for union which ouc;ht to be brou_::;ht to 

cur attention'Z 

Prince Alexandre DOUALA EANGA BELL: There are reasons of an economic 

nB.ture. For t h e time being, thin3 s are going sor,1ewhat better. However, at ·one 

time the:.·e was a clear boundary line and customs duties were paid on both sides. 

Now things h ave improved. Agreements have been made between the two Administering 

Authorities. Cameroonians art both sides of the border are constantly going back 

and forth. Our relations prove that there is a definite ethnic entity which 
. . 

exists her·e. 
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Mr. KELLY (Auctralia): I should lii .. e to ask the petitioner uhether 

there exists in the French Cameroons any aspirations towards association or. 

unity with Nigeria?_ 

Prince A:.e~':_!.l_dre D0UJ1.IA LAHGA DELL (interpretation from French): Are 

you talking of'. the Frer1ch zone? This is: the first time I ever heard of it . . 

If this . is :;o, this is the first time I have ever heard of it. 

Mr. KELLY (Australia): The question I wanted to • put to the petitioner 

is whether there exists in the. French Cameroons any aspi.l:'ations towards unity 

with Nigeria. 

Prince Alexandre DOUALk !IAHGA BELL (interpretation from French): You 

see wriat a jump they would have to make in order to reach Nigeria; they would 

have to hop and skip over the British Cameroons. I think this sl:ould be a 

tribute to the United Kirigdom Government, notwithstanding all that is happening 

in the British Cameroons because that is not the object of my Cameroons. --:­

notwithstanding all that is happening here. All those who ha~re travelled. in 

our country see that there are such achievements in our area that simply do not 

stand comparison with what is happening in the British zone or even in Nigeria; . . . .. . ' 

Why should .they want to link up with Nigeria? 

. Mr·. KIJ.NG (Chin~): Before I put thi_s question to the petitioner; 

I should like to . ask the representative of .the United Kingdom to forgive me if 

the question which I put to him should give rise to any misunderstanding. Hhat 

I really want to do is to get the reaction of the petitioner. 

i·lher,. my fr:i :::nd,. the representative of the United States, put his last 

question to t l1e petEi•;m~r, I must say that I waited very an ... dously for the 

reactio".l. frorr.. the pet itio:1cr. But somehow, I was very much dis:,.ppointed; he 

did net :;:.:1 :;;i\ cr the r._i."te sticm a·::, all. I think I may help him "by stating the 

same q_uest:i..cn ~-n 2. V8r-·;/ different way. l,ly q_uestion is as follows: When the 

Cameroons unde r British administration is to be consulted on the q_uestion of its 

future, should the questions to be put to the British Ca,.·neroons be limited to 
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(~iang, Chine) 

whether they want to join Nigeria or whether they want to rennin under a 

Tr~steeship regime, excluding the question whether they mmt to join the_ 

Fr@i Cmneroons? Would the petitioner consider the consultation on such a. 
-, 

basis to be unjust and unfair? 

Prince Al~£:i'dl'e DOUA!-·';, J;hHCA BELL (interpretation from French): 

Perhaps I expressed myself poorly; but I thin!~ that here I rely on the uisdom 

of the Council. If you wish t .~ic opi niou ~ British zone, why 

not do so? I see no d~1J1~ra,. .. ..hut - t.l1e-Ca.Se---is--to. the contrary. I do not 

know whether I have answered your question. 

Mr. ICI£,NG (China): I should very much like to pursue the question, 

but as it is quite late I think' I had better drop it altogether. 

Sir 1'!,.drew COHEN (United Kingdom): Nay I, first of all, assure the 

petitioner that I am neither the cross-examine.ting counsel for the defence or 

the prosecution. All I want to say is this; how very much I and my delegation -have enjoyed this period of hearing the petitioner and the replies to questions. 

I do want to make one other remark. There have been a number of questions 

about the method which should be used when the time comes for the people of the 

Cameroons under British administration to be consulted about their future. I 

should lil;:e to recall, particularly to the petitioner, what I myself said on this 

subject when we · ·were discussing this Territor;y. I said, first of all, that the 

appropriate time for discussing this subject would be later. When that time comes 

the Administering Authority will submit proposals regarding the future of the 

Territory. Then, in r,nswer to some remarks which had been made by the 

representative of Guatemala, I agreed with him that we should do this as soon as 

we are in a position to do so. 

I have heard all that has passed h~re today and, as far as I am concerned, 

I suggest the pet:Ltioner should realize that we . will take very seriously indeed 

t his question of ensuring that the people of the Territory of the Cameroons under 

British administration will have the full o essin('J' themselves 

freeli on their future. ~. am not prepared to so.y now how best this can be d.one , 

but at som.2 later stage I shall be pre:pe.recl to say this. I would only se.y 
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(Sir Andrew C6hen. Uni tecl Kinp.:dcrn) ---- • --------
what I said to my friend from Gue.terns.la the other ' d.ay, that the g_uestion is an 

extrernel 

Council . will be prepared to wait to hear wlle:t I shall, at some stage, have to 

tell it. ---

'The PRESIDENT (interpretrJ:tion :from Spanir-:h): As no other member of the • 

Council wishes to put questions to the petitioner, I shall call on him. 

Prince Alexanclre DOUAlA l-'!ANGA BELL (interpretation from French): May I 

express my sincere conviction that Her Majesty's Governm0nt will follow t:nc 

traditional rules of British: fair :play. Hhat I put forward here was merely a 

suggestion. I wo.nt to malrn a correction. I did indE:ed read very carefully the · 

statement of the United Kingdom representative. He r;aid that the population 

would express itself g_ui te freely. I read that and remember it· very well. I 

never doubted it. 

· The PlmSIDEHT (interpretation from Spanish): As no other member of the 

Council wishes to put q_uestions to the petitioner, I believe that we can t;:_ike it 

that we have concluded this sto.ge of the e:-::arnination of conditions in the 

~~rritory. 

On behalf of the Council, I believe that I can thank the petitioner, 

Prince Alexand"re Douala Mange. Bell, for the courtesy with. which he has replie 0l . 

to the g_uestions put by the members of the Council, and I should like to express 

our gratitude to him for th~ inforniation which he has furnished to us. 

Prince Alexnndre DOU/.IA l-IANGti: BELL (interpretation from French): . I thank 

you, Nr. President, and the merr,bers of the Council. 

Prince J..le--.. GJ.ndre Doue.la i:,lanw1 Bell withdrew. 
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The PRESIDENT (interpretat· The President feels 

thn.t perhaps we would be ac~~~L ing our work best if the Council were not 

to meet tomorrow morning, to/,' givinc:; delegations an opportuni ty to make a 

opecj_al effort to prq:,are _)-neir speeches. We will hear the statement of the 

representative of the t;Pited Kingdom at tomorrow afternoon's meeting which 

will be held at 2 p . ✓.' sherp . 
.,.1/ 

The meeting rose at 4.30 p.m. -------------------
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The Trusteeship Council this afternoon continued the questioning · of.' X!:.l,y:ter 

_Deniau, the French special representative, on social and educational cc~~itions in 

the Camsroons ,_;n-::er F:cench admini3tration. 

Ans,1ering a question by U KYAW MIN (Burma), the special representative .· 

explained the housing loans extended by th!= Credit du ~~1:'~- (A Secret:iriat 

working paper states that in 19'.75-56 the Credit du Cm:ieroun granted .448 loans 

totaling 205 ,641_,C0O francs.) T:i.~e special representative:: r.:, id the num1::Jer of 

loans granted by the agency, a s ~:ate institution, had shm-i.:1 a further increase 

in 1957. 

To another question by the representative of Burma, Mr. DENIAU said the 

principal reasons :for the decrease in the number of labor strikes were t he regular 

rises in wages and the implementation of collective . labor agreements co01ering all 

possible points likely to lead to dispute. 

As for juvenile delinquency, the .special representative said the problem 

existed in Douala because large populations without roots lived in the city 

whereas in rural area;:; the population lived in tribal societies. When o young 

offender was caught red-handed, Mr. DEJIJIAU said, he was not sent to jai:1.; rather 

he was sent to a reh2bili tation cent er run by a Cane.dian miss:i.on;c1.rJ soc:iGty, 

The problem, he said, was viewed with grave concern by the authoritj_es. 

The Burmese representative noted that there were more students in priyate 

schools than in public schools. He wondered whether this was due to the higher 

standards of the private schools. 

Mr. DENIAU said there we.re more private than public schools in the terr::.. tory, 

and all schools were II cramped. 11 

Answeri_ng a question .aslrnd of him at an earlier meeting, the special represen­

tative said the total number of alcoholic cases cared for in the territQry was 474. 
He reminded the Council th3t the territory had a population of more than 2 million. 

With the questioning of the special representative concluded, the Council then 

heard Alexandre Douala ~~nga Bell, a petitioner from the French Cameroons, whose 

request fer a hearing had been previously granted. 

(more) 
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The petitioner told the Council that he was not expressing any particular 

political idea. Neither had he been specifically empowered by the Cameroonian 

people to address the Council. Since 1945, he said, he had been an elected deputy 

of the Cameroons to the French National Assembly. 

The purpose of his statement, Mr. MANGA BELL said, was to give the Council, 

as his personal view, a summary picture of what was happening in the Cameroons. 

' ·Two problems, the petj_tioner said, existed i:1 t~e Camf: ·..◄ oon.::::, both · j_-:; the part 

~dministcred by ~r!tain and in thct administered by France. Th~y werq :~~ric~tion 

of the two Cambro~ns &~a in~apendAnce. 

After reviewing the provisions of the respective trusteeship agreements for 

the two Ca11:erooris, he decla:; ... ed t!:at it was the United Natio!:S whj eh adyo:::Bted the 

principle of self-determine.t.ion. In hia view.• j_t wos for the pco:;le oi' -1:he 

Cameroons to ex:i)ress their •wish regardi:1g their :i:-ut·1re, 

He ·said he wished to ascertain frow the Eritis~ ~nd French delegations their 

views on this matter. Addressing himself to the United Kingdom delegate, he asked 

whether the L'ai tea Kingdom ,nuld be prepared to hol5 a pop1.:br consul tAtion in the 

British Camer-J•.ms before t:;_1e integration of the te:rri tory with Nig-:~ria" 

The President, EMILIO AR~NALES CATALAN (Guatemal9), pointed out that the 

Council I s non;al procednre was for the petitioner to make bis ent:l. re stn ~e.:iient. 

There then followed a period during which Council members could question the 

petitioner. 

Sir Ai\T.9REW COHE:'.'r (nnitea Kingdom) said the Council was not now discuf.jsing the 

Cameroons under Bri tii-..;h admin:Lstration. As for the petitioner's specif::_:: question, 

he wondered whether the petitioner had read the Council's recordo on wr ... -1t l1e, Sir 

Andrew, had said on that particular matter. 

The ?RESIDENT pointed out that the resolution adopted by the General Assembly 

last faE .. after the hearing of Cameroonian petitioners by the Fourth Committee 

referred to both Carner 0ons, 

Conti~uing his statement, the petitioner said that what the Cameroonian 

people wanted was Cameroonian sovereignty. At a given time, when C3rueroonian 

representatives expressed the wish to achieve their sovereignty, he ,ms certain 

France would not deny it to them, This time might come sooner than people thought, 

he said. 

(E:ND OF TAKE i) 
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The Council then began the . questioninc; of the petitioli.er from the s·rench 

Cameroonn, ,Uexandre Douala Manga Bell. 

Answering a question by JOSE ROLZ (Guatemala), Mr. M.Al'JGA B:SLL thouc;ht it would 

be possible to hold a popular consultation simultaneously in both Carner-cons. The 

peti tiom:;1.• also told the United Zingdom ;i:-epresentati ve that he hc.d carefully read 

th~ recorcs of the Council's pro~eedinGS• 

Sir A!1DREW called attention to his earlier statement that, when the appropriate 

time came, United ICine;dom would make proposals to the United 11ations reg'J.rding th,e 

future of the Cameroons under British administration~ 

GEORGES TOEEH (Syria) asked what the basis was for the feeling of unity among 

the Cameroonians in the two territories. He also asked whether the Cru.1erocnians 

believed independence to be a prerequisite for realizing their GOal ·of unity. 

The petitioner said the relationsbetween .the Ca.meroonians of both territories 

nare excellent. 11 There were ethnic affinities between them. The names of the 

various tribal Groups themselves were a clear indication of this, he said. 

A. K. MI'.L'RA ( Indfa.) noted that the. petitioner had first used the t81'1n II sover­

eignty" and then the term 11 independence. 11 He asked what distinction the petitioner 

made between the two territories. 

'I·he petitioner said the meaning of sovereiGnty was self-evic.lent, just .J;s was 

the meaning of independence. India, he said, was independent and yet it was a 

member of the British Commonwealth. 

Mr. MITRA said the relations of .India in the Commonwealth of nations were based 

on free consultations and not on a written acreement. He asked whether this was 

the type o:f relationship which the Cameroons had in mind. 

The petitioner replied yes, in his personal view. The 4uestion was for the 

people to decide in a democratic manner. 

(more) 
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MASON SEARS (United States) askedwhat·would happeh.if a consultation was held 

simultaneously in both Cameroons -and the people of one territory voted for 

unification whereas the people of the other territory did not. 

The petitioner said he supposed that th~ minority would have to "::>-::•'.•: ":;o the 

opinion of the majority. 

U KYAW MIN (Burma) asked how, in the opinion of the petitioner, the associa­

tion of the French C;:;.meroo~s with .the French Union w8uld e:'fect the fi.,·\·::e of the 

territory., 'I:J ·what ~x+ent; in his opinion, h-1d th~s associati,:.>c., inf.:;..·.: :: • '3d the 

future cf the r,,s,1rj_tc:.·y and what ::'uture did France envisage for ".;l:e te:: ... ::..tory? 

T_he petitioner said his reply- was very simple .. The question was lor. the 

Camerooniar.s to c!ec::.de:, he saidc 

The i:leari:;.g of tl~e peti tier,_, was C. ➔ cle.:•er1 con..;lti::1ed after ~-.3 he.d :::'2'9l~_ecl 

to other quest:L-:-ins as).~ed by the :;:-epresentativ2., o:'.: :Se].gh:r, ~ Au:c.0•;:;:~r. lia and c:~J.na • 

The Council will begin the general debate on co~1ditio,1;-:, in ·che Carrkiroc,r,s 

under French administration at 2 p.m. tomorrow, 27 February. 

(END OF T:lJCE 2 AND OF PRESS RELEASE TR/1.:357 )' 




