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I. INTRODIICTION

1. The item entitled "Cessation of aII test explosions of nuclear weaPons.'

report of the @mmittee on Disarmamentrr was included in the provisional agenda of
ttrL tnirty-seventh session in accordance with General Assenbly resolution 36/84 of
9 December 198I.

2. At its 4th plinary neeting, on 24 September 1982, the General Assembly' on the
recorunendation of the C*.neral @mmitteer decided to include the item in its agenda

and to allocate it to the First Conunittee.

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 29 Septenber, the First @mmittee decided to hold a

combined general debate on the items allocated to it relating to disanlament,
nanelyr items 39 to 57, 133 and 136. The general debate on these items and on
items 138 and 139, which were allocated to the First Commiitee by the General
Assembly at its 24th plenary meeting, on I October, took place at the 3rd to
28th meleings, from 18 October to 5 November (see A,/C. L/37/PV.3-28) .

4. In connectiOn with item 42, the First @mmittee had before i.t the following
documents.'

(a) Report of the CommiEtee on Disarmament; I
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I. INTRODl'CTION

1. The item entitled "Cessation of all test explosions of nuclear weapons:
report of the Committee on Disarmament" was included in the provisional agenda of
the thirty-seventh session in accordance with General Assembly resolution 36/84 of
9 December 1981.

2. At its 4th plenary meeting, on 24 September 1~82, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the First Committee.

3. At its 2nd meeting, on 29 September, the First Committee decided to hold a
combined general debate on the i terns allocated to it relating to d isarrnament,
namely, items 39 to 57, 133 and 136. The general debate on these items and on
items 138 and 139, which were allocated to the First Commi.ttee by the General
Assembly at its 24th plenary meeting, on 8 OCtober, took place at the 3rd to
28th meetings, from 18 October to 5 November (see A/C. 1/37/PV. 3-28) •

4. In connection with item 42, the First Committee had before it the following
documents:

(a) Report of the Committee on Disarmament~ 11

II Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 27 (A/37/27).
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(b) Letter dated 22 ilune 1982 frour the Charg€ drAffaires a.i. of the
Fermanent Mission of Qrba to the united tlations addressed to the secretary-Generar,transmitting the Final Conununigue and other documents of the t{inisterial freeting ofthe co-ordinating Bureau of the lbn-Allgned ountrles, held at ttravana from 3l Mayto 5 June L982 (A4/37/3331 i

(c) retter dated 11 october 1982 from the permaneRt Representative of cuba tothe ttnited Nations addressed to the secretary-@nera1, transmitting the FinalComnuniqu€ and other documents of the ueeting of Ministers for roreign Affairs and
lreads of [elegation of the lfon-Nigned Ountries held |n tqeu lork fronr 4 to9 october L9g2 (V37/5401 i

(d) retter dated 25 @tober 1982 fron the Pernanent Representative of Fiji tothe ttnited litations addressed to the secretary-General, trananitting the Finalcomunigue of the conunonwealth Heads of Goveinment Regional Meetirrg, held at suvafrom 14 to 18 october L9B2 (A/37/S}G).

II' @NSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLTTTION A,/C. L/97/L.321\ev.L

5. on 16 llcvember, rquado.rr -rreland, Kllya, ttexiqo, pakistan, Sri ranka, sweden,
venezueJ-a and Yugoslavia suumittea a araEee6lution entitled "Cessation of alltest explosions of nuclear rreapons" (A/c.V37/L.32'). on L9 lbvenber, a reviseddraft resolution (A/C.L/37/L.32rlRev.l) ,us 

"u'tb*,itted 
by the same sponsors, whichcontained a neril operative paragraph 4 with the subseguent paragraphs appropriatelyrenumbered. The revised draft-resolution was introduced by Mexico at the38th meeting, on t9 lbvember, and it was later also sponsored by Bangladesh,

Colonbia and Costa Rica

5' At its 4lst meeting, on 23 November, the comnrittee adopted draft resorution
A/C.L/37/L.32/IEv.1 by a recorded vote of 104 to 2, with !.9 abstentions (seepara. 7) . The voting was as follows..

fn favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentinar Austria, Bahamas,
Bahrain, Bangradesh, Benin, Bhutan, Folivia, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian soviet goeiarist Republic, central
African Republic, chad, chire, @lonbia, 6ngo, costa Rica, cuba,cyprus, czechoslovakia, Democratic yenen, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, D9ypt, Ethiopia, Finland, Gabon, German
Democratic Repubric, Ghana, Guatemara, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary,
India, Indonesia, Iran (Islanic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland,rsrael, .ramaica, ,Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao peoprers Democratic
Republic, Iebanon, Liberia, Libyan Arab ilaanhiriya, Madagascar,
Malawi, !{alaysiar Maldives, Malir Malta, l{auritania, Mexico,
Mongoriar Morocco, Mozanrbigue, Iibpal, Nicaragua, Nigerial onan,
Pakistan, Panama, paraguay, peru, philippines, polandr eatar,
Romania, Rlranda, Sao 1tome and principc, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, gri Lanka, Sudan, Surinanre,
Srveden, lhailand, ibgo, Trinidad and llbbago, Xtrnisia, Uganda,
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(b) Letter dated 22 June 1982 from the Charge d'Affaires a.i. of the
Permanent Mission of CUba to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General,
transmitting the Final Communique and other documents of the Ministerial Meeting of
the Co-ordinating Bureau of- the NOn-Aligned Countries, held at Havana from 31 May
to 5 June 1982 (A/37/333) ;

(c) Letter dated 11 October 1982 from the Permanent Representative of Cuba to
the vnited Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the Final
Communique and other documents of the Meeting of Ministers for Foreign Affairs and
Heads of Delegation of the NOn-Aligned Countries held in New York from 4 to
9 October 1982 (A/37/540) ;

(d) Letter dated 25 october 1982 from the Permanent Representative of Fiji to
the Vnited Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the Final
Communique of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Regional Meeting, held at Suva
from 14 to 18 october 1982 (A/37/586).

II. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLl'TION A/C.l/37/L. 32/Rev.l

5. On 16 November, Ecuador, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, ~kietan, Sri Lanka, Sweden,
Venezuela and Yugoslavia submitted a draft resolution entitled ·Cessation of all
test explosions of nuclear weapons· (A/C.l/37/L.32). On 19 November, a revised
draft resolution (A/C.l/37/L.32/Rev.l) was submitted by the same sponsors, which
contained a new operative paragraph 4 with the subsequent paragraphs appropriately
renumbered. The revised draft resolution was introduced by Mexico at the
38th meeting, on 19 November, and it was later also sponsored by Bangladesh,
Colombia and Costa Rica.

6. At its 41st meeting, on 23 November, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A!C.l/37/L.32/Rev.l by a recorded vote of 104 to 2, with i, abstentions (see
para. 7). The voting was as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Austria, Bahamas,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Central
African Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Dominican
RepUblic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, Gabon, German
Democratic RepUblic, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary,
India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland,
Israel, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Lebanon, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar,
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicara~ua, Nigeria, oman,
Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Qatar,
aomania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and principe, saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Sweden, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, TUnisia, Vganda,

/ ...
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ukrainian soviet socialist nepublic, thion of soviet sociaList
nepublics' United Arab Enirates, ttnited RePublic of Carneroon'

trn-itea RepubLic of .Ibnzania, uruguay, venezuela, Viet liliam, Yemen'

Yugoslavia, zaire' Zamibia.

United xingdon of Great Britain and lbrthern Ireland' thited
States of Anerica.

Australial Belgiuru, Canada, China, Denmark, France' Germanyt

FederaL Republie of , Greece, Iceland, Italy' ilapan' tuxembourg'

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, PaPua New Guineat Portugalt
Spain, ltrrkeY.

III. RE@!,fiGNDATION OF THE FIRST COMMITIEE

'7. lhe First @qunittce recomnerds to the General Assernbly the adoption of the

f ollowing_ dr af t resolution:

The General Aseenblyr

Bearing-in-nind that the conplete cessation of nucleal-weaPon tests' which has

been examined for more than 2S yeirs and on which the General Assemb)'y has adopted

more than 40 resolutioas, is a basic objective of the trnited Nations in the sphere

of disarmament, to whose attainm€nt it has repeatedty assigned the highest priority'

Stressing that on seven different occasions it has condemned such tests in the

strongest termg and trrat, sirne Lg74, it has stated its conviction that the

continuance of nuclear-Pelpon teating wil'I intensify the arms race' thus increasing

the danger of nuclear war,

Reiterating the assertion nrade in several previous resolutions that' whatever

may be the diffjrences on the guestion of verification, there is no vaLid reason

ioi a"fuyfng ttre conclueion of an agreement on a conPrehensive test ban,

Recalling that since 19?2 d,he Secretary-eneral has declared that aLl the

technical and scientific aq)cets of the problern have been so fulLy explored that
,only a political decision is now neceseary in order- to achieve final agreement'

that when the existing means of verification are taken into account it is difficult
to understand further deLay in aehieving agreement on an underground test ban'-and

that the potential risks of continuing underground nuclear-weaPon tests would far
outweigh iny poesible risks fron ending such tests'
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Ukrainian SOviet SOCialist Republic, Union of SOviet SOCialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon,
United Republic of Tanzania, uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen,
Yugoslavia, zaire, zamibia.

Against: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America.

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, France, Germany,
Federal RepUblic of, Greece, Iceland, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Portugal,
Spain, TUrkey.

lII. RECOMMENDATION OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE

7. ibe First Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolution:

Cessatleft-of-alltest-explosions-of-nuelear-weapons

ibe General Assembly,

Bearing-in-mind that the complete cessation of nuclear-weapon tests, which has
b~en examined for more than 25 years and on which the General Assembly has adopted
more than 40 resolutions, is a basic objective of the llnited Nations in the sphere
of disarmament, to whose attainment it has repeatedly assigned the highest priority,

Stressing that on seven different occasions it has condemned such tests in the
strongest terms and that, since 1974, it has stated its conviction that the
continuance of nuclear-weapon testing will intensify the arms race, thus increasing
the danger of nuclear war,

Reiterating the assertion made in several previous resolutions that, whatever
may be the differences on the question of verification, there is no valid reason
for delaying the conclusion of an agreement on a comprehensive test ban,

Recalling that since 1'72 the Secretary-General has declared that all the
technical and scientific aspects of the problem have been so fully explored that
only a political decision is now necessary in order to achieve final agreement,
that when the existing means of verification are taken into account it is difficult
to understand further delay in achieving agreement on an underground test ban, and
that the potential risks of continuing underground nuclear-weapon tests would far
outweigh any possible risks from ending such tests,

/ ...
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.. lt:.llitg +"o that the secretary-Generat, in his foreword to the reportentitled noomprehensive nuclear-test bantr, !/ submitted to the General ns-emb1y atits thirty-fifth session reiterated with spdciar enphasis the opinion he expre-ssedl0 years earlier and, after specifically referring to it, addeds "I still holdthat belief. The problem can and should be solved nowr,

lqgting that in the same report, which was prepared in compliance with GeneralAssembly decision 34/422 of I1 December Lg7g. the experts emphasized that
non-nucl'ear-t eaPon States, in general, had come to regard the achievement of aconprehensive test ban as a litmus test of the determination of the nuclear-weaponstates to halt the arms race, adding that verification of compliance no longerseetned to be an obstacle to reaching agreement,

- Ski{rg into account that the three nu.l""r-reapon States which act asdepositaries of the Treaty Banning Nucrear weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in outer
space and under !{atel 3l undertook in that rreaty, almost 20 years ago, to seek theachievement of the discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear. weapons for alltime and that such an undertaking was explicitly reiterated in 1968 in the Treatyon the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, !/

.Deplo-ring that neither the Corurittee on Disarmament nor the twelfth specialsession of the General Assembly have been able to elaborate a comprehensivetest-ban treaty,

Reile:ales oTee aggin its'grave.eoncern' that nuclear-weapon testing
conclnues unabateal against the wishes of the overwhelming najority of Member Statesl

2. Reaffirms.its-convietion that a
nuclear-te 

"" ioipriority and constitutes a vltal elenent
vertical and horizontal proliferation of
nuclear disarmamentl

3' ttrgeg all states that have not yet done so to adhere without furtherdelay to the Treaty Banning ldrclear weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in outer Spaceand under Water and, meanwhile, to refrain from testing in tfrl environments coveredby that Treatyi

' 4. t'rge?'al'8o the three original. parties to the Treaty Banning NucLear
weapons Tests in the Attnosl*tere, in outer Space and under water to abide strictlyby the undertakings contained therein to selk "to achieve the discontinuance of arrtest explosions of nuclear weapons for all tiner and ito continue negotiatlons tothis end'1

treaty to achieve the prohibition of al_L
all t,ine is a matter of the highest

for the success 6f efforts to prevent both
nuclear weapons and a contribution to

u
v
!/

A/35/257.

ttnited Nations,

Resolution 2373

Traaty'Scriqs, vol. 480, Iib. 6964, p. 43.

(XXII), annex.

A/37/654
English
Page 4

Recalling also that the Secretary-General, in his foreword to the report
entitled "Comprehensive nuclear-test ban", ~ submitted to the General Assembly at
its thirty-fifth session reiterated with special emphasis the opinion he expressed
10 years earlier and, after specifically referring to it, added: "I still hold
that belief. The problem can and should be solved now",

Noting that in the same report, which was prepared in compliance with General
Assembly decision 34/422 of 11 December 1979, the experts emphasized that
non-nuclear-weapon States, in general, had come to regard the achievement of a
comprehensive test ban as a litmus test of the determination of the nuclear-weapon
States to halt the arms race, adding that verification of compliance no longer
seemed to be an obstacle to reaching agreement,

.
Taking into account that the three nuclear-weapon States which act as

depositaries of the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in outer
Space and under Water 3/ undertook in that Treaty, almost 20 years ago, to seek the
achievement of the discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear weapons for all
time and that such an undertaking was explicitly reiterated in 1968 in the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, i(

Deploring that neither the Committee on Disarmament nor the twelfth special
session of the General Assembly have been able to elaborate a comprehensive
test-ban treaty,

1. Reiterates>onceagain'its-grave'concern'that nuclear-weapon testing
continues unabated against the wishes of the overwhelming majority of Member States;

2. Reaffirms-its-conviction that a treaty" to achieve the prohibition of all
nuclear-test explosions by all States for all time is a matter of the highest
priority and constitutes a vital element for the success of efforts to prevent both
vertical and horizontal proliferation of nuclear weapons and a contribution to
nuclear disarmament)

3. Urges all States that have not yet done so to adhere without further
delay to the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space
and under Water and, meanwhile, to refrain from testing in the environments covered
by that Treaty;

4. Urges'also the three original parties to the Treaty Banning Nuclear
Weapons Tests in the Atmosphere, in OUter Space and under Water to abide strictly
by the undertakings contained therein to seek "to achieve the discontinuance of all
test explosions of nuclear weapons for all time- and "to continue negotiations to
this end" 1

~ A/35/257.

11 United Nations, TreatY"Series, vol. 480, NO. 6964, p. 43.

!I Resolution 2373 (XXII), annex.

/ ...
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Oonunittee on Disarmament:5. U.rqes Likewise all States members of the

(a) To bear in mind that if the consensus rule should not be used in such a

tnanner as to prevent the establishment of subsidiary bodies for the effective
discharge of tne functions of the Cornnittee neither should it be used to Prevent
the appioval of appropriate mandates for such subsidiary bodies;

(b) Iro assign to the ad.hoc working group on item 1 of the Connitteets agenda
(nuclear test bani, a nandaffiIch shouid- provide for the rnut tilaterar negotiation
of a treaty for the prohibition of al,l nuclear-weaPon tests' to be initiated
immediately after the 1983 session of the @runittee has begun;

(c) Ib exert their best endeavours in order that the Comittee may transmit
to the General Assernbly at its thirty-eighth regular session the rnultilaterally
negotiated text of such a treatYl

5. €alls upon the States depositaries of the Treaty Banning Nuclear WeaPon

$ests in the Ah6iptrere, in Orter -pace and under water and the Treaty on the
l$on-proliferation of Nuclear weapons, by virtue of their special responsibilities
under those two Treaties and as I provisional- measure, to bring to a haLt without
delay all nuclear-test explosions, either through a trilaterally agreed moratorium
or through three unilateral moratoriat

Deeides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-eighth session
ncessation of all. test expl,osions of nuclear weapons".

7.
the item entitLed
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5. U~ges likewise all states members of the Committee on Disarmament:

(a) TO bear in mind that if the consensus rule should not be used in such a
manner as to prevent the establishment of subsidiary bodies for the effective
discharge of the functions of the Committee neither should it be used to prevent
the approval of appropriate mandates for such subsidiary bodiesJ

(b) TO assign to the ad-hoc working group on item 1 of the Committee's agenda
(nuclear test ban), a mandate which should provide for the multilateral negotiation
of a treaty for the prohibition of all nuclear-weapon tests, to be initiated
immediately after the 1983 session of the committee has begunJ

(c) TO exert their best endeavours in order that the Committee may transmit
to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session the multilaterally
negotiated text of such a treatYJ

6. £aIls upon the States depositaries of the Treaty Banning Nuclear weapon
Tests in the Atmosphere, in OUter Space and under water and the Treaty on the
NOn-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, by virtue of their special responsibilities
under those two Treaties and as a provisional measure, to bring to a halt without
delay all nuclear-test explosions, either through a trilaterally agreed moratorium
or through three unilateral moratoria;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-eighth session
the item entitled "cessation of all test explosions of nuclear weapons".
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