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[without reference to a Main Committee (A/78/L.72)]
78/313. World Conjoined Twins Day

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming
our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted a
wide, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and transformative Sustainable
Development Goals and targets, and its commitment to working tirelessly for the full
implementation of the Agenda by 2030,

Reaffirming also its resolutions 53/199 of 15 December 1998 and 61/185 of
20 December 2006 on the proclamation of international years, and Economic and
Social Council resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980 on international years and
anniversaries, in particular paragraphs 1 to 10 of the annex thereto on the agreed
criteria for the proclamation of international years, as well as paragraphs 13 and 14,
in which it is stated that an international day or year should not be proclaimed before
the basic arrangements for its organization and financing have been made,

Reaffirming further the commitment to ensure healthy lives and promote well-
being for all at all ages, including by strengthening health systems and achieving
universal health coverage and all other health-related targets and leaving no one
behind,

Reaffirming the right of every human being, without distinction of any kind, to
the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health,

Stressing the need to ensure that no one is left behind, with an endeavour to
reach the furthest behind first, and address the physical and mental health needs of
all, while respecting and promoting human rights and the dignity of the person and
the principles of equality and non-discrimination,

Reaffirming the need to scale up efforts to build and strengthen quality, people-
centred, sustainable and resilient health systems, and to promote strong global
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partnerships with all relevant stakeholders to collaboratively support the efforts of
Member States, as appropriate, to achieve universal health coverage and other health-
related targets of the Sustainable Development Goals,

Reaffirming also the need to strengthen regional and international cooperation,
multilateralism, global solidarity, coordination and health governance, towards the
progressive realization of the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard
of physical and mental health for all, without distinction of any kind,

Recognizing that the case of conjoined twins is a rare condition where the
estimated incidence can be 1 in 50,000 births, and that the rate of stillbirth is high and
is estimated to be around 60 per cent, while noting the lack of quality, timely and
reliable data in this regard,

Emphasizing the need to address the condition of conjoined twins, by raising
awareness of their cases at all levels and through a life-course approach, in
cooperation with relevant United Nations agencies and other stakeholders, as well as
by advocating for their well-being and social inclusion, while taking into account
relevant agreed international standards, norms and principles,

1.  Decides to proclaim 24 November as World Conjoined Twins Day, to be
observed each year beginning in 2024;

2. Invites all Member States, relevant organizations of the United Nations
system, other international organizations and civil society, including
non-governmental organizations and the private sector, to observe World Conjoined
Twins Day, in an appropriate manner, in order to raise awareness of the condition of
conjoined twins, and to promote their human rights, as well as their well-being and
social inclusion;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the
attention of all Member States and organizations of the United Nations system;

4.  Stresses that the cost of all activities that may arise from the
implementation of the present resolution should be met from voluntary contributions
and that such activities would be subject to the availability and provision of voluntary
contributions.
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