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 Los miembros del Grupo de Expertos sobre la República Democrática del 

Congo, cuyo mandato se prorrogó en virtud de la resolución 2688 (2023) del Consejo 

de Seguridad, tienen el honor de transmitir adjunto, de conformidad con el párrafo 6 

de esa resolución, el informe final sobre su labor.  

 El informe se presentó al Comité del Consejo de Seguridad establecido en virtud 

de la resolución 1533 (2004) relativa a la República Democrática del Congo el 29 de 

abril de 2024 y fue examinado por el Comité el 24 de mayo de 2024.  

 El Grupo agradecería que la presente carta y el informe se señalaran a la 

atención de los miembros del Consejo de Seguridad y se publicaran como documento 

del Consejo. 

 

(Firmado) Mélanie De Groof 

Coordinadora 

Grupo de Expertos sobre la República Democrática del Congo  

(Firmado) Zobel Behalal 

Experto 

(Firmado) Roberto Sollazzo 

Experto 

(Firmado) Maïa Trujillo 

Experta 

(Firmado) Krisztina Varga 

Experta 

(Firmado) David Zounmenou 

Experto 
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  Informe final del Grupo de Expertos sobre la República 

Democrática del Congo 
 

 

 Resumen 

 La situación humanitaria y de la seguridad en el este de la República Democrática 

del Congo, que permanecía afectada por una intensa violencia, siguió deteriorándose. 

Las tensiones regionales afectaron negativamente al conflicto y los enfrentamientos 

en las tres provincias orientales. En el oeste de la República Democrática del Congo, 

el conflicto en Mai-Ndombe siguió en ebullición.  

 En Kivu del Norte, el grupo armado sancionado Fuerzas Democráticas Aliadas 

(FDA) intensificó sus ataques contra centros urbanos en la República Democrática del 

Congo y siguió activo en Uganda. Las FDA cometieron el mayor número de asesinatos, 

principalmente de civiles. El grupo armado estableció fuertes redes en las cárceles, 

especialmente en Kinshasa, donde los detenidos de las FDA reclutaron y movilizaron 

activamente a combatientes y colaboradores.  

 El uso oficial de grupos armados Wazalendo por el Gobierno de la República 

Democrática del Congo para luchar contra el Movimiento 23 de Marzo (M23) hizo que 

los grupos armados de todo el este de la República Democrática del Congo que se 

autodenominaban Wazalendo legitimaran su existencia y sus actividades criminales.   

 La crisis del M23, que se intensificaba rápidamente, conllevaba el riesgo de 

desencadenar un conflicto regional más amplio. Siguió habiendo intensos 

enfrentamientos entre el M23, junto a la Fuerza de Defensa de Rwanda (FDR), y las 

Fuerzas Armadas de la República Democrática del Congo (FARDC), unidas a la 

coalición de grupos armados locales Wazalendo, las Fuerzas Democráticas de 

Liberación de Rwanda (FDLR) sancionadas y los contingentes de las Fuerzas de 

Defensa Nacional de Burundi. Las empresas militares privadas y los contingentes de 

la Comunidad de África Meridional para el Desarrollo, que se desplegaron en 

diciembre de 2023, brindaron apoyo operacional y militar a las FARDC.  

 Las intervenciones y operaciones militares de la FDR en los territorios de 

Rutshuru, Masisi y Nyiragongo se ampliaron más allá del mero apoyo a las operaciones 

del M23 a una colaboración directa y decidida, que permitió a la FDR y al M23 lograr 

la dominación militar en Petit Nord y una rápida ampliación territorial hasta orillas del  

lago Edward. El despliegue de tecnología y equipo militares avanzados impulsaron las 

operaciones conjuntas M23-FDR, lo que alteró la dinámica de los conflictos, en 

particular dejando en tierra todos los activos aéreos militares de las FARDC. Un 

movimiento político-militar creado recientemente, la Alianza Río Congo (AFC, por su 

sigla en francés), no logró reunir a la mayoría de los actores políticos y armados contra 

el Gobierno de la República Democrática del Congo.  

 El Gobierno siguió usando a los grupos Wazalendo y las FDLR como 

intermediarios en la lucha contra el M23 y la FDR. No se cumplieron las instrucciones 

del Jefe de Estado Mayor de las FARDC de dejar de colaborar con las FDLR. Aunque 

las FDLR se vieron sometidas a presiones, siguieron siendo un actor importante en el 

conflicto. 

 La participación de las Fuerzas de Defensa Nacional de Burundi en operaciones 

contra el M23 y la FDR agravó las tensiones entre Rwanda y Burundi.  

 La prolongada violencia armada empeoró la crisis humanitaria, que ya era grave. 

En marzo de 2024, Petit Nord representaba casi 1,7 millones de desplazados internos. 

Otro medio millón de desplazados internos se trasladó a la zona vecina de Kivu del 

Sur. En Goma hubo cada vez más criminalidad y disturbios civiles debido 
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principalmente a la proliferación de combatientes Wazalendo y elementos 

indisciplinados de las FARDC, que gozaban de impunidad general por sus actos. La 

proximidad de los combates y el fuego de artillería frecuente en las zonas urbanas y 

cerca de los emplazamientos para desplazados internos causaron numerosas bajas 

civiles.  

 Todos los agentes armados reclutaron y utilizaron a niños en las hostilidades a 

un nivel sin precedentes. El M23 y el FDR siguieron castigando a los civiles que se 

creía que habían colaborado con grupos armados enemigos, especialmente entre la 

población hutu a la que se consideraba asociada a las FDLR o a Nyatura, en forma de 

ejecuciones, torturas, destrucción de aldeas, saqueos o detenciones arbitrarias. Los 

grupos Wazalendo prosperaron gracias a una violenta economía de guerra en sus zonas 

de influencia, saqueando, extorsionando, secuestrando y asesinando a civiles.  

 La mayoría de los agentes armados activos en Petit Nord se beneficiaron de la 

tala ilegal o la imposición de gravámenes sobre el transporte de tablones de madera en 

las zonas que controlan. Esta fuente de ingresos forma parte del aumento de las 

oportunidades de generación de ingresos fruto de la crisis en curso en Petit Nord.  

 En Rubaya, la producción de minerales controlada por la Coalición de Patriotas 

Resistentes Congoleses-Fuerza de Choque (PARECO-FF) y el comercio de minerales 

controlado por la PARECO-FF, Wazalendo y el M23 no cesaron, lo que hizo que los 

minerales no fueran aptos para el comercio. También había un grave riesgo de 

contaminación de la cadena de suministro.  

 En Ituri, los dos grupos armados principales, Zaire y Cooperativa para el 

Desarrollo del Congo/Unión de Revolucionarios para la Defensa del Pueblo Congolés 

(CODECO-URDPC), reanudaron sus enfrentamientos armados y rivalidad, inclusive 

sobre lucrativas zonas de extracción de oro. El breve compromiso del grupo Zaire de 

participar en el proceso de paz resultó ser deshonesto, como demostró el hecho de que 

el grupo aumentara su movilización y lanzara ofensivas. La CODECO/URDPC 

también se enfrentó frecuentemente con las FARDC, atacó a personal de 

mantenimiento de la paz de la Misión de Estabilización de las Naciones Unidas en la 

República Democrática del Congo y cometió ataques indiscriminados y mortales 

contra civiles, incluidos secuestros y ejecuciones. Los elementos de las FARDC y la 

Guardia Republicana participaron en actividades de extracción de oro. Se desviaron 

recursos financieros y soldados de las FARDC de la lucha contra los grupos armados 

a la protección de intereses privados en el sector minero. 

 En Kivu del Sur, la crisis relacionada con el M23 siguió afectando a la dinámica 

de los grupos armados. El agravamiento de las tensiones entre Burundi y Rwanda hizo 

que ambos países reanudaran sus contactos y colaboración con grupos armados 

extranjeros establecidos en Kivu del Sur. En particular, Rwanda renovó su apoyo a la 

Resistencia en pro del Estado de Derecho en Burundi (RED Tabara), y Burundi 

reanudó la colaboración con el Consejo Nacional para la Renovación y la Democracia-

Fuerzas de Liberación Nacional (CNRD-FLN). Los vínculos entre los grupos armados 

locales, el M23, la AFC y Rwanda crearon más tensiones entre los grupos armados en 

Kivu del Sur. La mutualidad “Shikama”, situada en Uvira, financió a Twirwaneho en 

Hauts Plateaux, territorio de Fizi. Los líderes de grupos armados en Kivu del Sur, 

incluido William Yakutumba, una persona sancionada, se enriquecieron personalmente 

imponiendo impuestos ilegales a los mineros y su producción.  

 En el sector minero, el desarrollo del fenómeno Wazalendo representó graves 

amenazas para la aplicación de la diligencia debida. Los agentes económicos confiaron 

su seguridad a los grupos armados.  
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 Las exportaciones de Primera Gold han disminuido notablemente desde que el 

Grupo de Expertos publicó su informe de mitad de período. Primera Gold se debilitó 

a causa de las diferencias con sus asociados de los Emiratos Árabes Unidos. La 

empresa se volvió menos competitiva en comparación con los precios que se ofrecían 

en otros países de la región. A consecuencia de ello, se siguió realizando contrabando 

de oro, principalmente hacia Rwanda y Uganda.  

 El conflicto en Mai-Ndombe siguió agravándose, y la milicia Mobondo siguió 

ocupando varias agrupaciones tekes en el territorio de Kwamouth. Mobondo siguió 

atacando a civiles y participó en enfrentamientos violentos con las FARDC y la 

Guardia Republicana, y adquirió una potencia de fuego significativa mediante ataques 

eficaces contra posiciones militares. A mediados de marzo de 2024, el Presidente de 

la República Democrática del Congo, Félix-Antoine Tshisekedi, encabezó 

negociaciones de paz en que participaron jefes tradicionales tekes y yakas y miembros 

de la milicia Mobondo, que dieron lugar a un acuerdo de alto el fuego. Sin embargo, 

la viabilidad del proceso de paz se puso en entredicho cuando las milicias Mobondo 

mataron a varios civiles el día después de que se firmara el acuerdo. Varios jefes tekes 

rebatieron la iniciativa de paz por no considerarla suficientemente inclusiva o justa. 
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 I. Introducción 
 

 

1. El mandato del Grupo de Expertos sobre la República Democrática del Congo 

se prorrogó el 27 de junio de 2023 en virtud de la resolución 2688 (2023) del Consejo 

de Seguridad. El Secretario General nombró a seis miembros del Grupo de Expertos 

el 27 de julio de 2023 (véase S/2023/567). Tras la dimisión de un experto en recursos 

naturales y finanzas, se nombró a un nuevo experto el 25 de octubre de 2023 (véase 

S/2023/801). 

2. El informe final del Grupo se presenta en cumplimiento de lo dispuesto en el 

párrafo 6 de la resolución 2688 (2023). El Grupo intercambió información con los 

grupos de expertos sobre Haití, Libia, la República Centroafricana, Somalia, Sudán 

del Sur y el Yemen. 

 

  Cooperación con la Misión de Estabilización de las Naciones Unidas 

en la República Democrática del Congo  
 

3. El Grupo agradece el apoyo prestado por la Misión de Estabilización de las 

Naciones Unidas en la República Democrática del Congo (MONUSCO).  

 

  Atención de las solicitudes de información presentadas por el Grupo de Expertos  
 

4. El Grupo se reunió con funcionarios gubernamentales, agentes del sector privado 

y organizaciones de varios países. El Grupo envió un total de 55 comunicaciones 

oficiales a 25 Estados Miembros, organizaciones internacionales y entidades 

privadas. En el momento de redactarse el presente informe, el Grupo había recibido 

18 respuestas. 

5. El Grupo lamenta que se hayan recibido tan pocas respuestas sustanciales de 

actores del sector privado y Estados Miembros a sus solicitudes oficiales de 

información, y señala que las respuestas a estas solicitudes son esenciales para sus 

investigaciones. El Grupo lamenta que no se haya respondido a las solicitudes 

oficiales para visitar Kenya y la República Unida de Tanzanía.  

 

  Metodología 
 

6. El Grupo aplicó las normas probatorias recomendadas por el Grupo de Trabajo 

Oficioso del Consejo de Seguridad sobre Cuestiones Generales relativas a las 

Sanciones (S/2006/997), y basó sus conclusiones en documentos y corroboró la 

información usando como mínimo tres fuentes independientes y fidedignas.  

7. Habida cuenta de la naturaleza del conflicto en la República Democrática del 

Congo, hay pocos documentos que constituyan pruebas definitivas de las actividades 

ilegales que el Grupo tiene el mandato de investigar. Por ello, el Grupo recurrió a 

declaraciones de testigos presenciales de diversas fuentes. El Grupo también examinó 

el testimonio especializado que aportaron, entre otros, funcionarios públicos y 

oficiales militares de los países de la región de los Grandes Lagos y otros países, así 

como fuentes de las Naciones Unidas.  

8. El presente informe abarca las investigaciones realizadas hasta el 10 de abril de 

2024. Debido a la limitación del número de palabras, el Grupo ha incluido algunas 

pruebas y conclusiones en los anexos. 

 

 

https://undocs.org/es/S/RES/2688(2023)
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/567
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/801
https://undocs.org/es/S/RES/2688(2023)
https://undocs.org/es/S/2006/997
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 II. Kivu del Norte 
 

 

 A. Fuerzas Democráticas Aliadas 
 

 

  Novedades operacionales en la República Democrática del Congo y Uganda  
 

9. Desde mediados de octubre de 2023, las actividades de las Fuerzas 

Democráticas Aliadas (FDA) se han vuelto a intensificar, especialmente en la zona 

norte del territorio de Beni y el sur de la provincia de Ituri (S/2023/990, párr. 16). Las 

FDA siguieron siendo el grupo armado que cometía el mayor número de asesinatos 

en la República Democrática del Congo en 2023, ya que mataron a más de 

1.000 personas, principalmente civiles 1 . El Grupo observa con preocupación que, 

pese a una reducción significativa del número de ataques de las FDA contra agentes 

de seguridad desde que comenzó la operación Shuja en noviembre de 2021 

(S/2022/479, párr. 21)2, se ha producido un aumento simultáneo del número de civiles 

asesinados por las FDA, lo que se ajusta a la estrategia de las FDA de realizar 

represalias contra civiles en respuesta a las operaciones militares contra las FDA 

(S/2023/990, anexo 8). Las FDA intentaron evitar el contacto directo con las Fuerzas 

Armadas de la República Democrática del Congo (FARDC) y las Fuerzas de Defensa 

del Pueblo de Uganda (FDPU), como demuestra el menor número de ataques contra 

agentes de seguridad. 

10. Las FDA siguieron siendo muy móviles (véase el anexo 1). Si bien esta 

movilidad forzada debilitó al grupo armado sancionado (S/2023/990, párr. 15), 

también perjudicó a la población civil, a la que las FDA atacaron sistemáticamente 

durante sus movimientos, lo que causó el pánico y dio lugar a desplazamientos 

masivos. 

11. Las FDA también realizaron varios ataques altamente mortíferos contra centros 

urbanos densamente poblados, en particular dentro de los perímetros de un nuevo 

“triángulo de la muerte” (véase el anexo 2)3. En particular, las FDA intensificaron la 

presión alrededor de las zonas de Mavivi y Beni, a lo largo de la RN4, un corredor de 

tránsito entre campamentos de las FDA al oeste de Oicha y la posición de Abwakasi, 

que se trasladó de Mwakila (S/2023/990, anexo 8) a la zona de Mbau-Kamango. Esto 

causó importantes desplazamientos de población hacia las afueras de Beni, donde los 

desplazados internos establecieron asentamientos que las FDA después atacaron 

repetidamente, entre otras cosas, presuntamente, debido a la presencia de elementos 

Wazalendo dentro de estos asentamientos4. Según múltiples fuentes, al concentrar sus 

ataques en centros urbanos, las FDA pretendían desviar la atención de la operación 

Shuja hacia estas zonas, tras los anuncios realizados públicamente a finales de 2023 

de que las operaciones se concentrarían en los bastiones de las FDA de la provincia 

de Ituri5. 

12. Las FDA siguieron operando en Uganda, entre otras cosas realizando ataques 

contra civiles e intentos de bombardeo (véase el anexo 3). Sin embargo, estas 

actividades disminuyeron después de que las FDPU mataran y detuvieran a varios 

combatientes responsables de ataques a finales de 2023.  

 

__________________ 

 1  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas.  

 2  Fuerzas Armadas de la República Democrática del Congo (FARDC), Policía Nacional 

Congolesa, Fuerzas de Defensa del Pueblo de Uganda (FDPU) o efectivos de la Misión de 

Estabilización de las Naciones Unidas en la República Democrática del Congo (MONUSCO).  

 3  Anteriormente situados entre Oicha, Eringeti y Kamango (S/2019/469, párr. 17). 

 4  FARDC, FDPU, sociedad civil, inteligencia, investigadores, y fuentes de las Naciones Unidas.  

 5  Excombatientes y personas secuestradas por las Fuerzas Democráticas Aliadas (FDA), FARDC, 

FDPU, inteligencia, investigadores, y fuentes diplomáticas y de las Naciones Unidas.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2022/479
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2019/469
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  Redes de financiación, reabastecimiento y colaboradores de las Fuerzas 

Democráticas Aliadas 
 

13. Las FDA siguieron recurriendo a colaboradores para el reabastecimiento, 

inclusive de alimentos, y los apoyaron en actividades como la colocación de 

artefactos explosivos improvisados (S/2023/990, párr. 20). Varios colaboradores 

fueron reclutados por operativos de las FDA detenidos (véase el párr. 18), y a otros 

se los secuestró y se los obligó a convertirse en colaboradores a cambio de su 

liberación (véase el anexo 4)6. 

14. Butembo siguió siendo el centro gravitacional de los colaboradores de las FDA. 

Además, las FDA ampliaron su red de colaboradores a Ituri, en particular 

aprovechando las mismas redes nande de empresarios y personas destacadas de Grand 

Nord con las que había forjado vínculos a lo largo de los años (S/2011/738, párr. 52)7. 

Esto facilitó que el grupo siguiera ampliándose y reabasteciéndose en el sur de Irumu, 

Mambasa y Bunia, donde las redes nande ejercían una fuerte influencia económica y 

política.  

15. Sin embargo, múltiples fuentes indicaron que las FDA habían tenido dificultades 

económicas (véase el anexo 5).  

 

  Redes de las Fuerzas Democráticas Aliadas en las cárceles 
 

16. Las redes de las FDA en las cárceles estuvieron especialmente activas, sobre 

todo en Kinshasa, donde se había transferido a detenidos clave de las FDA desde la 

fuga de Kangbayi en octubre de 2020 (S/2021/560, anexo 19). 

17. El Grupo entrevistó a varios excombatientes y colaboradores de las FDA 

detenidos, que explicaron que en cada cárcel habían establecido un sistema de 

organización con un “líder” y un adjunto (véase el anexo 6). Los líderes eran 

designados por el líder de las FDA sancionado Baluku (CDi.036), con quien se 

estaban comunicando periódicamente, ya fuera directamente o a través de 

intermediarios como Amigo, para organizar el apoyo a los detenidos de las FDA y 

seguir movilizándolos8. La mayoría de los elementos de las FDA detenidos seguían 

teniendo acceso a teléfonos y otros servicios, a menudo con la complicidad de las 

autoridades penitenciarias, judiciales y de inteligencia, a las que sobornaban o que 

también estaban en contacto directo con los líderes de las FDA que se encontraban en 

el bosque. Mediante estas conexiones, las FDA orquestaron la fuga de varios 

elementos clave de las FDA, entre ellos Hamuli, uno de los asesores cercanos a 

Baluku (véase el anexo 7)9. 

18. Además, los detenidos de las FDA siguieron reclutando y adiestrando a 

combatientes y colaboradores dentro y fuera de la cárcel, a menudo usando lazos 

familiares y de amistad, principalmente en Grand Nord (véase el anexo 8) 10 . Los 

detenidos de las FDA recibieron transferencias de dinero móvil del liderazgo de las 

FDA y redistribuyeron fondos para el reclutamiento y la movilización.  

 

__________________ 

 6  Excombatientes, combatientes y personas secuestradas por las FDA, FARDC, FDPU, 

inteligencia, investigadores, sociedad civil y fuentes de las Naciones Unidas.  

 7  Ibid. 

 8  Excombatientes y colaboradores de las FDA, FARDC, investigadores, inteligencia, y fuentes de 

seguridad. 

 9  Ibid. 

 10  Excombatientes y colaboradores de las FDA, FARDC, investigadores e inteligencia, seguridad, 

y fuentes de las Naciones Unidas.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2011/738
https://undocs.org/es/S/2021/560
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  Dinámica de los grupos armados afectada por las Fuerzas Democráticas Aliadas, 

y contexto de seguridad en Ituri y Grand Nord 
 

19. Las FDA siguieron aprovechando la presencia fragmentada de los agentes de 

seguridad estatales sobre el terreno, especialmente en Ituri, en particular debido a la 

capacidad desbordada de la operación Shuja, que tenía que cubrir una zona de 

operaciones mucho más amplia en respuesta a la movilidad de las FDA. Además, la 

operación Shuja ha perdido muchos efectivos de las FARDC, que siguieron 

desplegándose en Petit Nord para combatir al Movimiento 23 de Marzo (M23) y la 

Fuerza de Defensa de Rwanda (FDR)11. 

20. Las actividades de las FDA, en particular su expansión en Ituri y sus recientes 

ataques en las afueras de Beni, influyeron en la dinámica y las actividades de otros 

grupos armados, agravadas por el vacío de seguridad existente. Las FDA también 

explotaron y contribuyeron a alimentar las tensiones intercomunitarias y locales, 

como se observó en el pasado (S/2022/479, párr. 30), lo que desencadenó la 

participación de grupos armados locales.  

21. Se informó de un aumento de las actividades de los Mai-Mai y otros grupos en 

muchas zonas donde operaban las FDA 12 . Los grupos armados, como las Fuerzas 

Patrióticas Populares-Ejército del Pueblo (FPP/AP, por su sigla en francés), la Fuerza 

de Resistencia Patriótica de Ituri y la Unión de Patriotas por la Liberación del Congo, 

usaban la condición de “Wazalendo” y la excusa de luchar contra las FDA en un 

intento de legitimar su expansión y actividades (véase el párr. 60). En particular, las 

FPP/AP se trasladaron del territorio de Lubero a Ituri en torno a 2022, principalmente 

para proteger los intereses de algunos empresarios nandes alrededor de Biakato y 

Mangina, y posteriormente se expandieron hacia Mambasa y Komanda en 2023 

(véase el anexo 9)13. Esto desencadenó enfrentamientos con las FARDC, a las que las 

FPP/AP consideraban incapaces de proteger a la población. Las FPP/AP también se 

enfrentaron a la Fuerza de Resistencia Patriótica de Ituri, que empezó a expandirse 

hacia Komanda bajo el pretexto de combatir a las FDA. En enero de 2024, las FPP/AP 

y Chini ya Tuna acordaron oficialmente colaborar con las FARDC para combatir a las 

FDA, lo que ilustra el continuo uso de intermediarios por las autoridades de la 

República Democrática del Congo (véase el anexo 10).  

22. Si bien decían proteger a la población, estos grupos armados cometieron abusos 

como asesinatos, secuestros y cobro ilegal de impuestos 14 . Sus acciones también 

estaban interrelacionadas con las dinámicas locales y a menudo manipuladas por las 

autoridades locales, las FARDC, los empresarios y los políticos, lo que exacerbó las 

tensiones y la violencia a través de los medios sociales. Los abusos y las faltas de 

conducta por los efectivos de las FARDC también empeoraron la situación de la 

seguridad15. Los frecuentes rumores y alegaciones de que los grupos armados y los 

efectivos de las FARDC eran responsables de ataques inicialmente atribuidos a las 

FDA han causado aumentos de la violencia, por ejemplo en Mangina desde noviembre 

de 2023. Todavía no se conoce con certeza la identidad de los agresores responsables 

de los ataques cometidos en Mangina16. 

 

 

__________________ 

 11  FARDC, inteligencia, investigadores, sociedad civil y fuentes diplomáticas y de las Naciones 

Unidas. 

 12  FARDC, inteligencia, investigadores, sociedad civil, y fuentes de las Naciones Unidas.  

 13  Ibid. 

 14  Ibid. 

 15  FARDC, FDPU, inteligencia, investigadores, sociedad civil, y fuentes diplomáticas y de las 

Naciones Unidas. 

 16  Ibid. 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2022/479
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 B. Alianza Río Congo 
 

 

23. El 15 de diciembre de 2023, varios días antes de las elecciones generales del 

20 de diciembre, Corneille Nangaa Yobeluo, el anterior jefe de la Comisión Electoral 

Nacional Independiente de la República Democrática del Congo, estableció un 

movimiento político-militar llamado Alianza Río Congo (AFC, por su sigla en 

francés) durante una conferencia de prensa en Nairobi (véase el anexo 11).  

24. La AFC se comprometió a unir a los grupos armados, los partidos políticos y las 

organizaciones de la sociedad civil, con el fin de reconstruir el Estado y abordar las 

cuestiones de fondo que alimentaban los conflictos recurrentes, a fin de lograr una 

paz duradera en la República Democrática del Congo17. 

25. La AFC apareció tras meses de preparativos, durante los cuales su jefe, 

Nangaa, viajó a varios países dentro y fuera de la región de los Grandes Lagos (véase 

el anexo 12) para obtener apoyo de varios agentes. En particular, mantuvo largas 

negociaciones con el M23 sancionado (CDe.006)18. Según múltiples fuentes, el M23 

y el Gobierno de Rwanda consideraban a la AFC una oportunidad de legitimar el M23 

y sus reivindicaciones y, al mismo tiempo, reducir al mínimo el papel de Rwanda en 

la crisis. Además, si la AFC obtuviera el apoyo de una amplia coalición de partes 

interesadas congolesas, se podría replantear el M23 como un problema congolés 19. 

También se señaló que algunas figuras destacadas de Uganda y Kenya habían apoyado 

la creación de la AFC20. El lanzamiento de la AFC en Kenya agrió las relaciones 

diplomáticas entre Kenya y la República Democrática del Congo (véase el anexo 13).  

26. El líder político del M23, Bertrand Bisimwa, estuvo al lado de Nangaa en 

la presentación de la AFC, lo que confirmaba la alianza entre el M23 y la AFC. 

También asistieron representantes de varios grupos armados de Kivu del Sur (véase 

el párr. 186). La declaración inicial de la AFC (que al poco tiempo fue borrada de 

Internet) nombraba a varios grupos armados y entidades políticas como partidarios 

del movimiento, aunque muchos negaron rápidamente su afiliación o su apoyo a este 

(véase el anexo 14). 

27. Poco después de la presentación, Nangaa fue nombrado coordinador nacional 

de la coalición ARC-M23. Bisimwa se convirtió en el coordinador político adjunto y 

Lawrence Kanyuka, portavoz político del M23, pasó a ser el punto focal de 

comunicación de la AFC. Varios líderes del M23 fueron nombrados oficiales de la 

AFC (véase el anexo 15). El Grupo observa que el apoyo al grupo sancionado M23 

constituye un acto sancionable. 

28. Desde diciembre de 2023, los delegados de la AFC han venido visitando Kivu 

del Sur, Kivu del Norte e Ituri, así como Kenya, Rwanda, la República Unida de 

Tanzanía y Uganda, a fin de seguir recabando el apoyo de los grupos armados, los 

agentes políticos y los líderes comunitarios. Nangaa viajó ampliamente por la región 

y por zonas controladas por el M23 (véase el anexo 16). A finales de marzo de 2024, 

la AFC celebró una concentración en Kiwanja, territorio de Rutshuru, en la que 

Nangaa amenazó con conquistar Goma y Kinshasa, lo que hacía presagiar un golpe 

de Estado (véase el anexo 17). En esa reunión, Nangaa apareció junto a destacadas 

figuras políticas que se habían unido a la AFC (véase el anexo 18). Otros agentes 

__________________ 

 17  Véase https://alliancefleuvecongo.org/a-propos. 

 18  Alianza Río Congo, fuentes diplomáticas, agentes políticos, investigadores y fuentes de 

inteligencia, de seguridad y de las Naciones Unidas.  

 19  Inteligencia, seguridad, fuentes diplomáticas y de las Naciones Unidas, investigadores, personas 

cercanas al Movimiento 23 de Marzo (M23) y Rwanda.  

 20  Ibid. 

https://alliancefleuvecongo.org/a-propos
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políticos también anunciaron su condición de miembros, o se mencionó que se habían 

unido a la AFC (véase el anexo 19). 

29. Si bien la mayoría de los grupos armados mencionados en la declaración inicial 

negaron haberse unido a las ARC, algunos posteriormente aceptaron o estaban 

contemplando la posibilidad de adherirse a la AFC (véanse los párrs. 187 y 188). 

Cuando se redactó el presente informe, la AFC no había alcanzado su objetivo de 

tener un impacto significativo en el panorama político y militar de la República 

Democrática del Congo. 

 

 

 C. Movimiento 23 de Marzo y Fuerza de Defensa de Rwanda  
 

 

  Expansión territorial y operaciones 
 

30. La crisis del M23 se ha intensificado desde que se redactó el informe de mitad 

de período del Grupo (S/2023/990), lo que aumenta el riesgo de que esta siga 

intensificándose, incluso hasta convertirse en un conflicto regional más amplio, pese 

a las iniciativas regionales de consolidación de la paz (véase el anexo 20).  

31. A finales de enero de 2024 se reanudaron los intensos enfrentamientos entre el 

M23, junto a la FDR, y las FARDC, apoyadas por grupos armados locales que se 

habían unido bajo la bandera de los Wazalendo, así como las Fuerzas Democráticas 

de Liberación de Rwanda (FDLR), dos empresas militares privadas y las Fuerzas de 

Defensa Nacional de Burundi (FDNB) (véanse los párrs. 81 a 87); y S/2023/990, 

párrs. 43 a 46 y resumen). El 15 de diciembre de 2023, los contingentes de la 

Comunidad de África Meridional para el Desarrollo (SADC) se desplegaron para 

combatir al M23. Un alto el fuego temporal negociado en diciembre de 2023 duró 

poco tiempo (véase el anexo 21). 

32. Pese a la presencia de múltiples agentes militares que apoyaban al Gobierno de 

la República Democrática del Congo (S/2023/431, párrs. 47 y 48), el aumento de la 

presencia militar y la fuerza de combate superior del M23 y la FDR (véanse los 

párrs. 37 y 43 a 54) les permitieron ampliar rápidamente las zonas que controlaban. 

En febrero de 2024, el M23 y la FDR conquistaron nuevas zonas alrededor de Sake 

tras fuertes enfrentamientos con las FARDC, los grupos armados Wazalendo y las 

FDLR, con lo que aislaron Goma de la última carretera de abastecimiento que la 

conectaba a Kivu del Sur (véase el párr. 41). Los ataques del M23 contra barcos civiles 

y militares en el lago Kivu cerca de Minova (Kivu del Sur) afectaron también a la 

logística militar y al comercio civil a lo largo de los ejes meridionales21. 

33. A principios de marzo de 2024, el M23 y la FDR progresaron rápidamente al 

norte de Goma y conquistaron nuevas zonas y localidades estratégicas (bastiones de 

las FDLR y Nyatura) en el territorio de Rutshuru, entre ellas Nyanzale, Kibirizi y 

Rwindi (véanse los párrs. 42 y 62), así como Vitshumbi, a orillas del lago Edward. 

Las FARDC se retiraron de su principal campamento militar en Rwindi antes de la 

llegada de la FDR y el M23, con lo que evitaron el combate, y dejaron atrás equipo 

logístico militar (véase el párr. 42). 

34. A principios de abril de 2024, la zona de influencia del M23 y la FDR era la 

mayor jamás registrada, y había aumentado un 70 % con respecto a noviembre 

de 2023, incluidas nuevas zonas que nunca habían controlado antes (véase el 

anexo 22). El M23 y la FDR rodearon de facto Goma, con lo que controlaron 

progresivamente todas las rutas de acceso y abastecimiento que llevaban a ella salvo 

una carretera que iba directamente a Rwanda. El riesgo de que el M23 y la FDR 

tomaran Kanyobagonga, entraran en el territorio de Lubero y siguieran avanzando 

__________________ 

 21  Testigos presenciales, Naciones Unidas, FARDC y fuentes de seguridad.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431


S/2024/432 
 

 

12/298 24-07709 

 

hacia el sur por la carretera Sake-Minova seguía siendo alto22. La expansión territorial 

del M23 y la FDR desembocó en continuos enfrentamientos e intensos bombardeos 

de artillería entre el M23/FDR y la coalición de las FARDC en múltiples frentes en 

los territorios de Rutshuru, Masisi y Nyiragongo23, lo que causó muchas bajas civiles 

y desplazamientos masivos de población (véanse los párrs. 93 a 98). También causó 

fuertes bajas entre todas las partes beligerantes (S/2023/990, párr. 30)24. 

 

  Reorganización, adiestramiento y reclutamiento del Movimiento 23 de Marzo  
 

35. Los ataques eficaces realizados con drones CH-4 por las FARDC con el apoyo 

de empresas militares privadas contra las bases, los depósitos de armas, los centros 

de reclutamiento y el liderazgo del M23 a finales de 2023 y principios de 2024 

obligaron al M23 a reorganizarse (véase el anexo 23). El 16 de enero de 2024, el 

“Coronel” Castro Mberabagabo, el jefe de inteligencia militar del M23, fue asesinado 

en un ataque con drones que también hirió a Erasto Bahati Musanga, el jefe de 

finanzas del movimiento, e hirió y mató a muchos combatientes del M23. Este evento 

conllevó nuevos nombramientos y promociones entre el personal militar y civil del 

M23. La reestructuración se publicitó ampliamente para elevar la moral y consolidar 

la autoridad político-militar del movimiento (véase el anexo 24) y la administración 

paralela instalada por el M23 (véase el anexo 25; y S/2022/967, anexo 23). El 

“Coronel” Imani Nzenze reemplazó a Castro y se convirtió en el jefe de inteligencia 

“G2” del M23, un cargo clave dentro del movimiento.  

36. El liderazgo del M23 siguió bajo el mando militar global del sancionado 

“General” Sultani Makenga (CDi.008), ubicado en Tchanzu. Makenga, a quien los 

oficiales de la FDR criticaban por no estar cerca de sus contingentes, viajó a 

Bunagana, Kitshanga y Rumangabo 25 . El “Coronel” Imani Nzenze, el “General” 

Gacheri Erasto (adjunto del “General de Brigada” Bernard Byamungu), Bahati Erasto 

(finanzas), Benjamin Nzabonimpa (secretario ejecutivo) y el “Coronel” Jeff Kabayiza 

(logística) eran los más estrechos colaboradores y confidentes de Makenga 26 . El 

“General de Brigada” Bernard Byamungu y el “General” Baudoin Ngaruye eran 

los principales comandantes que coordinaban las operaciones militares (véanse los 

párrs. 53 y 107). Ngaruye siguió en estrecho contacto con Rwanda, que presuntamente 

confiaba más en Ngaruye que en Makenga (S/2023/990, anexo 17)27. 

37. La capacidad militar del M23 se consolidó aún más mediante el reclutamiento, 

tanto forzoso como voluntario, inclusive de niños, en Kivu del Norte, Uganda y 

Rwanda (véanse los párrs. 100 a 108), así como el adiestramiento de nuevos reclutas. 

Se estima que a principios de abril de 2024 había 3.000 combatientes del M23 activos 

en Petit Nord28. 

38. Se formó a nuevos reclutas del M23 en la principal base militar del movimiento, 

ubicada en Tchanzu (véase el anexo 26). También se organizaron actividades de 

formación en otros centros militares, como los de Rutshuru, Bwito, Bwiza o 

Nyongera29. La formación, que duraba varios meses, salvo cuando se aceleraba por 

__________________ 

 22  Testigos presenciales, Naciones Unidas, FARDC, fuentes de seguridad e inteligencia y 

combatientes del M23. 

 23  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas, de las FARDC y de seguridad, combatientes Wazalendo y del 

M23, y documentos confidenciales.  

 24  Ibid. 

 25  Fuentes cercanas al M23 y a Rwanda. 

 26  Ibid. 

 27  Fuentes cercanas al M23 y a Rwanda, y fuentes de inteligencia.  

 28  Inteligencia, fuentes del M23 y documentos confidenciales.  

 29  Exreclutas y fuentes confidenciales.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2022/967
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
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necesidades operacionales, incluía desfiles, disciplina, entrenamiento táctico, e 

ideología y adoctrinamiento30. 

39. Los combatientes del M23 que habían sido capturados o se habían entregado 

recientemente confirmaron que el “Coronel” Léon Kanyamibwa todavía dirigía 

actividades de formación militar, con el apoyo del “Capitán” Ernest Sebagenzi y el 

“Coronel” Moïse Byinshi, entre otros (véanse los párrs. 106 a 108; y S/2023/431, 

párr. 51)31. Los combatientes del M23 también informaron de la presencia de oficiales 

de capacitación de la FDR en Tchanzu (véase el párr. 108; y S/2023/990, párr. 28)32. 

Cuando se redactó el presente informe, la FDR estaba realizando “capacitación de 

liderazgo” en Bunagana33. 

 

  Apoyo crucial de la Fuerza de Defensa de Rwanda al Movimiento 23 de Marzo 

y ocupación territorial 
 

40. El Grupo obtuvo más pruebas (fotografías autenticadas, imágenes tomadas por 

drones, grabaciones de video, testimonios e inteligencia) que confirmaban las 

incursiones fronterizas sistemáticas de la FDR y su presencia reforzada en Petit Nord, 

donde la FDR igualaba al M23 en cifras, cuando no lo superaba (véanse los párrs. 37 

y 43). La FDR se posicionó en las líneas de vanguardia, operó armamento de alta 

tecnología y participó directamente en operaciones de combate. Su presencia fue 

clave para repeler ofensivas conjuntas de las FARDC y Wazalendo y ocupar nuevos 

territorios en Petit Nord (véase el anexo 27). 

41. En enero de 2024, al menos 1.000 efectivos de la FDR entraron en la República 

Democrática del Congo por varios cruces fronterizos al este de Kibumba, territorio 

de Rutshuru, y se desplegaron en posiciones militares clave. Tras este refuerzo, el 

3 de febrero, la FDR y el M23 tomaron el control de Shasha, una aldea con acceso 

estratégico al lago Kivu. La FDR mantuvo posiciones de combate en las colinas 

alrededor de Sake, que todavía ocupaba cuando se redactó el presente informe. A 

principios de abril de 2023, la FDR tomó el control de tres posiciones desalojadas 

de la MONUSCO al noroeste de Sake (véase el anexo 28). Cuando se redactó el 

presente informe, 500 combatientes de la FDR y 500 del M23, estos últimos 

comandados por las personas sancionadas Baudoin Ngaguye (CDi.019) y Bernard 

Byamungu (CDi.038) y Julien Mahano Baratuje, controlaban las zonas al norte, oeste 

y sur de Sake34.  

42. Se filmó a una gran columna de soldados de la FDR bien equipados llegando a 

Rwindi, en la zona norte de Rutshuru, el 9 de marzo de 2023 (véase el anexo 29). Los 

contingentes comandados por el Coronel de la FDR Callixte Migabo establecieron 

posiciones y ocuparon la zona, y un día después llegaron combatientes del M23. La 

FDR y el M23 mostraron especial interés en la pista de aterrizaje de Rwindi, en la 

que podían aterrizar aviones bombarderos. Del mismo modo, M23 había mostrado 

interés en la pista de aterrizaje de Katale, de menor tamaño. Después de que la FDR 

tomara el control de Rwindi, las FARDC se retiraron más lejos de Vitshumbi, lo que 

permitió al M23, comandado por el “Coronel” Ernest Sebagenzi, ocupar la localidad 

a orillas del lago Edward, conocida por su lucrativa pesca. 

43. Según estimaciones conservadoras, cuando se redactó el presente informe había 

entre 3.000 y 4.000 efectivos de la FDR desplegados en los territorios de Nyiragongo, 

__________________ 

 30  Exreclutas y fuentes confidenciales, de las Naciones Unidas, mi litares y de inteligencia.  

 31  Combatientes del M23 y documentos confidenciales. Véase también S/2023/431, párr. 51. 

 32  Combatientes del M23, un oficial de la Fuerza de Defe nsa de Rwanda (FDR) y documentos 

confidenciales. 

 33  Un oficial de la FDR y fuentes de inteligencia.  

 34  Documentos confidenciales y fuentes de las Naciones Unidas, de seguridad, de las FARDC y de 

Wazalendo. 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
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Rutshuru y Masisi35. Muchos pertenecían a las Divisiones 2ª y 3ª, esta última bajo el 

mando del General de División Eugène Nkubito. Las fuerzas especiales de la FDR 

estaban bajo el mando del Teniente Coronel Augustin Ryarasa Migabo, que estaba 

subordinado al General de División Ruki Karusisi (S/2023/431, párr. 59; y 

S/2023/990, párr. 30)36. El anexo 30 contiene más información sobre los oficiales de 

la FDR que planificaron o comandaron operaciones en la República Democrática del 

Congo, las brigadas y batallones de la FDR desplegados y los equipos de apoyo y 

reconocimiento compuestos de antiguos combatientes de las FDLR.  

44. Las intervenciones y operaciones militares de la FDR en estos tres territorios 

fueron clave para la impresionante expansión territorial lograda entre enero y marzo 

de 2024 (véase el párr. 34)37. Los combatientes del M23 y dos oficiales de la FDR 

explicaron que la capacidad del M23 para operar simultáneamente en varios ejes y 

campos de batalla dependía del apoyo militar y estratégico de la FDR. En febrero y 

marzo de 2024, varios Gobiernos y la Alta Representante de la Unión Europea para 

Asuntos Exteriores y Política de Seguridad exigieron a Rwanda que pusiera fin a todo 

su apoyo al M23 y retirara inmediatamente a todo el personal de la FDR de la 

República Democrática del Congo (véase el anexo 31) 38. El 5 de abril, el Consejo de 

Seguridad condenó el “apoyo militar extranjero prestado al M23” (véase el anexo 32). 

45. El Grupo señala que el apoyo y la presencia sistemáticos de la FDR en la 

conquista territorial del grupo designado M23 es un acto sancionable. Además, el 

despliegue de la FDR, las fuerzas armadas nacionales de Rwanda, en territorio de la 

República Democrática del Congo viola la soberanía y la integridad territorial de la 

República Democrática del Congo. El control y la dirección de facto de las 

operaciones del M23 por parte de la FDR también hacen a Rwanda responsable de las 

acciones del M23. 

 

  Uso de tecnología y equipos militares avanzados 
 

46. El Grupo documentó una mayor proliferación y uso de tecnología y equipos 

militares avanzados por el M23 y la FDR en las zonas bajo su control (S/2023/990, 

párrs. 31 y 32), lo que constituía una prueba adicional e inequívoca del apoyo de 

combate externo al M23, principalmente por la FDR, lo que constituía una violación 

del embargo de armas. 

 

  Sistemas de defensa antiaérea de corto alcance 
 

47. El 7 de febrero de 2024, un dron observó un sistema móvil de defensa antiaérea 

de corto alcance con un radar giratorio montado y un misil tierra-aire en Bumbi, 

territorio de Rutshuru, una zona controlada en ese momento por el M23/FDR (véase 

el anexo 33). Se informó de otros dos sistemas de defensa antiaérea de corto alcance 

cerca de Kibumba y Mabenga, en el territorio de Rutshuru 39 . El 6 de febrero, un 

sistema de defensa antiaérea de corto alcance derribó un dron armado CH-4 de las 

FARDC (véase el párr. 35) y el 7 de febrero apuntó a un dron de la MONUSCO, es 

__________________ 

 35  Fuentes de inteligencia y de seguridad, fuen tes cercanas al M23 y la FDR y documentos 

confidenciales. 

 36  Un oficial de la FDR, fuentes de inteligencia y del M23 y documentos confidenciales.  

 37  Fuentes de inteligencia y seguridad, de las FARDC, de Wazalendo, de la sociedad civil y del 

M23, y testigos presenciales. 

 38  Comunicados de los Estados Unidos de América (véase http://www.state.gov/escalation-of-

hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo) y Francia (véase 

http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/dossiers-pays/republique-democratique-du-congo/ 

evenements/article/republique-democratique-du-congo-situation-a-l-est-du-pays-20-02-24). 

 39  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas, de la sociedad civil, de seguridad y de inteligencia, y 

documentos confidenciales.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
http://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
http://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/dossiers-pays/republique-democratique-du-congo/evenements/article/republique-democratique-du-congo-situation-a-l-est-du-pays-20-02-24
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/dossiers-pays/republique-democratique-du-congo/evenements/article/republique-democratique-du-congo-situation-a-l-est-du-pays-20-02-24
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decir, un activo de mantenimiento de la paz de las Naciones Unidas, pero no lo 

alcanzó (véase el anexo 34). 

48. Fuentes de seguridad y de inteligencia informaron de que la FDR operaba el 

sistema de defensa aérea de corto alcance40 . En un comunicado emitido el 17 de 

febrero de 2024, los Estados Unidos de América pidieron a “Rwanda que retire 

inmediatamente [...] sus sistemas de misiles tierra-aire, que amenazan la vida de los 

civiles, del personal de mantenimiento de la paz [de las Naciones Unidas] y de otro 

personal regional de mantenimiento de la paz, los agentes humanitarios y los vuelos 

comerciales en el este [de la República Democrática del Congo]”, llamamiento que 

posteriormente repitieron otros Gobiernos41. 

49. El despliegue de sistemas de defensa antiaérea de corto alcance, junto con otras 

capacidades antiaéreas del M23 y la FDR en la zona (véase el anexo 35), aumentó 

significativamente la capacidad operacional del M23 y la FDR y repercutió en la 

dinámica del conflicto en Petit Nord. Las FARDC y las empresas militares privadas 

decidieron dejar en tierra temporalmente todos sus activos aéreos, lo que a su vez 

permitió al M23 y a la FDR reorganizarse y reforzarse 42 . El sistema de defensa 

antiaérea de corto alcance también aumentaba los riesgos de que se atacaran los 

activos aéreos de la MONUSCO, como hizo en repetidas ocasiones el M23 43. 

 

  Proyectiles de mortero lanzados desde drones 
 

50. Durante la noche del 17 al 18 de febrero de 2024, un proyectil de mortero de 

81 mm alcanzó e inutilizó un avión Sukhoi de las FARDC en la pista del aeropuerto 

de Goma (véase el anexo 36). Un segundo proyectil no alcanzó a un helicóptero de 

las FARDC 44 . Los proyectiles de mortero fueron lanzados por un dron comercial 

equipado con cuatro hélices45. Las fuentes del M23 y de inteligencia, inclusive de 

Rwanda, informaron al Grupo de que el ataque fue perpetrado por el M23.  

51. El uso de drones comerciales equipados con proyectiles de mortero u otros 

explosivos, incluidos artefactos explosivos improvisados como los usados contra la 

MONUSCO por la unidad especial de la Guardia Republicana de la República 

Democrática del Congo en Kimoka (véase el anexo 37), no se había documentado en 

el país antes de febrero de 2024. El Grupo señala que la proliferación de estos ataques 

con drones podría alterar significativamente la dinámica del conflicto en Petit Nord. 

Este ataque con drones también pone de relieve la vulnerabilidad del aeropuerto 

internacional de Goma, que el M23 y la FDR amenazaron anteriormente con asediar46. 

 

  Proyectiles de mortero guiados 
 

52. El Grupo también documentó el uso por el M23 y la FDR de proyectiles de 

mortero guiados de 120 mm que proporcionaban capacidad de ataque de precisión y 

alta letalidad, un tipo de proyectil de mortero que no se había documentado 

anteriormente en el territorio de la República Democrática del Congo (S/2023/990, 

párrs. 31 y 32). Los proyectiles de mortero documentados son similares a los sistemas 

IMI o Elbit de fabricación israelí (véase el anexo 38).  

__________________ 

 40  Fuentes de inteligencia y fuentes cercanas a Rwanda.  

 41  Comunicado de los Estados Unidos (véase http://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-

eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo). 

 42  Fuentes del M23, de las FARDC, de seguridad y de inteligencia, documentos confidenciales e 

imágenes. 

 43  Véase https://x.com/lawrencekanyuka/status/1750042492416704626?s=46&t=_n75XfLAI  

YYaxKQtM7ZzVg. 

 44  Fuentes de seguridad y de las FARDC.  

 45  Fuentes de seguridad y de las FARDC y testigos presenciales.  

 46  Fuentes de seguridad e inteligencia y fuentes cercanas al M23/FDR.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
http://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
http://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://x.com/lawrencekanyuka/status/1750042492416704626?s=46&t=_n75XfLAIYYaxKQtM7ZzVg
https://x.com/lawrencekanyuka/status/1750042492416704626?s=46&t=_n75XfLAIYYaxKQtM7ZzVg
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53. Las imágenes confirman la información facilitada por un oficial de la FDR y 

combatientes del M23 según la cual la FDR estaba equipada con morteros guiados y 

los utilizaba en Petit Nord (véase el anexo 39). También se utilizaron morteros de 

120 mm contra los contingentes de la SADC (véase el anexo 40). La unidad del 

sancionado “General” Baudoin Ngaruye, del M23 (S/2023/431, párr. 50), también 

estaba equipada con sistemas de mortero guiados (véase el anexo 41).  

54. El anexo 42 contiene información adicional sobre el armamento del M23 y 

la FDR. 

 

  Participación ugandesa en apoyo del Movimiento 23 de Marzo 

y la Alianza Río Congo 
 

  Apoyo de las Fuerzas de Defensa del Pueblo de Uganda y la Jefatura de Inteligencia 

Militar 
 

55. Desde el resurgimiento de la crisis del M23, Uganda no ha impedido la presencia 

de efectivos del M23 y de la FDR en su territorio o su paso a través de él, incluso 

durante la toma de Bunagana el 12 de junio de 2022 por el M23, apoyado por la FDR 

(S/2022/967, párr. 52). 

56. A pesar de las pruebas que documentan el tránsito regular de efectivos, 

vehículos y suministros militares del M23 y la FDR por territorio ugandés, el 

Gobierno de Uganda, incluido su servicio de inteligencia militar, afirmó no haber 

registrado la presencia de ningún efectivo o material extranjero en su territorio desde 

el comienzo de la crisis del M2347. Sin embargo, el alcance y la frecuencia de los 

movimientos hacen muy poco probable que no se detecte esta presencia. Por ejemplo, 

desde 2022, los combatientes del M23 han informado sistemáticamente de que los 

suministros y los nuevos reclutas que se llevaban a sus campamentos pasaban por las 

ciudades fronterizas ugandesas de Kisoro y Bunagana.  

57. El Grupo también obtuvo pruebas que confirmaban el apoyo activo al M23 por 

parte de algunos oficiales de las FDPU y la Jefatura de Inteligencia Militar. Fuentes 

de inteligencia y personas cercanas al M23 también confirmaron la presencia de 

oficiales de inteligencia militar ugandeses en Bunagana como mínimo desde finales 

de 2023 para coordinarse con los líderes del M23, prestar servicios de logística y 

transportar a líderes del M23 a zonas controladas por el M23. Además, múltiples 

fuentes vieron a soldados ugandeses cruzar por Kitagoma hacia la República 

Democrática del Congo el 27 de enero de 2024 y realizar operaciones en zonas 

controladas por el M23, en particular el agrupamiento  de Busanza y la localidad de 

Rutshuru, desde donde un grupo se desplazó hacia Tongo y el otro hacia Mabenga48. 

58. Cabe señalar que los líderes del M23, incluido el sancionado Sultani Makenga, 

viajaron a Entebbe y Kampala contraviniendo la prohibición de viajar49. 

 

  Movimiento 23 de Marzo y Alianza Río Congo en Kampala 
 

59. Durante el período que se examina, aparecieron pruebas de frecuentes 

actividades del M23 y la AFC en territorio ugandés. Los dirigentes de la AFC, entre 

ellos Corneille Nangaa, que recientemente residía en Kampala, celebraron reuniones 

con representantes de grupos armados congoleses y personas estrechamente 

vinculadas con el M23. Nangaa y Lawrence Kanyuka 50 se beneficiaron del apoyo del 
__________________ 

 47  Reunión entre el Grupo y el Gobierno de Uganda y oficiales de las FDPU en Kampala, 5 de 

marzo de 2024. 

 48  Fuentes comunitarias, testigos presenciales extranjeros y combatientes del M23, confirmados 

por inteligencia extranjera.  

 49  Fuentes diplomáticas y de inteligencia y personas cercanas al M23. 

 50  Lawrence Kanyuka estuvo en Kampala el 18 de marzo de 2024.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2022/967
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personaje público ugandés Andrew Mwenda para ponerse en contacto con varias 

embajadas de Kampala en marzo de 2024 a fin de impugnar  las sanciones impuestas 

a líderes del M23 y suscitar simpatías por la causa de la AFC y el M2351. Mwenda es 

conocido desde hace tiempo como el enlace entre los Gobiernos de Uganda y 

Rwanda52. 

 

 

 D. Uso de intermediarios por el Gobierno y multiplicidad de agentes 

militares sobre el terreno 
 

 

  Grupos armados Wazalendo utilizados como intermediarios por el Gobierno 

de la República Democrática del Congo  
 

  Colaboración y operaciones de Wazalendo y las Fuerzas Armadas de la República 

Democrática del Congo 
 

60. El Gobierno de la República Democrática del Congo siguió usando a grupos 

armados de Kivu del Norte, incluidas las FDLR sancionadas (CDe.005) (véanse los 

párrs. 70 a 79), para luchar contra el M23 y la FDR (S/2023/990, resumen y párrs. 33 

a 40). En septiembre de 2023, el Gobierno creó los Voluntarios por la Defensa de la 

Patria (VDP) a partir de miembros selectos de grupos armados Wazalendo de Kivu 

del Norte para que actuaran como su fuerza asociada “oficial”. Con la nueva 

denominación se pretendía distinguirlos de otros grupos armados congoleses que 

también habían adoptado la bandera de los Wazalendo (S/2023/990, párr. 39). La 

colaboración entre las FARDC y los VDP fue sistemática y coordinada 53 , lo que 

alimentó la convicción de los grupos armados de los VDP de que se los integraría 

rápidamente en la Fuerza de Reserva de la Defensa Nacional, conocida como la 

Reserva Armada de Defensa de la República Democrática del Congo (véase el 

párr. 80; y S/2023/990, párr. 41). Sin embargo, los agentes sobre el terreno siguieron 

usando indistintamente los términos “VDP” y “Wazalendo”. En el presente informe, 

el término VDP se usa para referirse a la fuerza asociada establecida oficialmente por 

el Gobierno (S/2023/990, párr. 39). Además de la fuerza asociada básica de los VDP, 

también participaron en los enfrentamientos otros muchos combatientes Wazalendo.  

61. El mando militar global de los VDP pasó a manos del sancionado líder de 

Nduma Defensa del Congo-Renovado (NDC-R), Guidon Shimiray Mwissa (CDi.033) 

(véase el anexo 43)54 . El líder de la Alianza de Patriotas por un Congo Libre y 

Soberano (APCLS) Janvier Karairi Boingo se convirtió en jefe de inteligencia, el líder 

de Nyatura-Colectivo de Movimientos por el Cambio-Fuerzas de Defensa del Pueblo 

(CMC-FDP) Dominique Ndarurutse (alias Domi) coordinó las operaciones militares, 

la administración y la logística, y el portavoz de la CMC-FDP Jules Mulumba actuó 

como portavoz de los VDP y oficial de enlace con las autoridades de la República 

Democrática del Congo en Kinshasa. Mulumba viajó regularmente a Kinshasa para 

reunirse con el Presidente, Félix-Antoine Tshisekedi, el General Franck Ntumba, jefe 

de la Maison Militaire, y el General Christian Tshiwewe Songhesha, Jefe del Estado 

Mayor del Ejército (véase el anexo 44; y S/2023/990, anexos 23 y 24).  

62. De diciembre de 2023 a abril de 2024, los VDP, junto a otros combatientes 

Wazalendo, participaron activamente en enfrentamientos, en particular alrededor de 
__________________ 

 51  Fuentes diplomáticas. 

 52  Inteligencia, fuente diplomática y un investigador. Véase también http://democracyinafrica.org/  

wp-content/uploads/2021/09/The-Shadow-State-in-Africa-Report_FOR-INSTANT-

UPLOAD_COMPRESSED_10-November_COMPRESSED.pdf, pág. 79. 

 53  Fuentes de las FARDC, Wazalendo, de seguridad y de inteligencia y oficiales de la República 

Democrática del Congo. 

 54  Combatientes, inteligencia militar, fuentes de las FARDC y de la sociedad civil e 

investigadores. 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
http://democracyinafrica.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/The-Shadow-State-in-Africa-Report_FOR-INSTANT-UPLOAD_COMPRESSED_10-November_COMPRESSED.pdf
http://democracyinafrica.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/The-Shadow-State-in-Africa-Report_FOR-INSTANT-UPLOAD_COMPRESSED_10-November_COMPRESSED.pdf
http://democracyinafrica.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/The-Shadow-State-in-Africa-Report_FOR-INSTANT-UPLOAD_COMPRESSED_10-November_COMPRESSED.pdf
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Rusayo, Karuba, Mweso, Mushaki, Rwindi, Nyanzale y Sake. Ya fuera solos o junto 

a las FARDC y a contingentes burundeses, los VDP y otros combatientes Wazalendo 

defendieron localidades estratégicas como Minova y Sake (véanse los párrs. 32 y 83), 

se posicionaron estratégicamente para frustrar el avance del M23 y la FDR hacia Kivu 

del Sur y dirigieron ataques para reconquistar zonas controladas por el M23 y la FDR, 

como Rwindi y Nyanzale, donde había enfrentamientos activos cuando se redactó el 

presente informe (véanse el párr. 42 y el anexo 45). Muchos combatientes de los VDP 

y Wazalendo resultaron muertos o heridos (S/2023/431, párr. 84). 

63. La oficina del Gobernador de Kivu del Norte, el General de División Peter 

Cirimwami, coordinó las operaciones de los VDP55. El Coronel Cyprien Sekololo, del 

Estado Mayor de las FARDC en Goma, era el enlace directo entre las FARDC y los 

VDP y también el responsable de facilitar equipo militar (S/2023/990, anexo 25). 

Fuentes de los VDP informaron de que la oficina de Cirimwami recibía 

300.000 dólares mensuales por gestionar los grupos armados de los VDP. Sin 

embargo, otras fuentes informaron de que la financiación gubernamental en apoyo de 

los grupos armados era al menos el doble de esa cantidad56. 

64. Las FARDC siguieron proporcionando armas y prestando servicios de logística 

a los líderes y combatientes de los VDP (véase el anexo 46; y S/2023/990, párr. 39). 

65. La participación de los VDP en los combates, así como los suministros de 

armamento y logística proporcionados por las FARDC a esta coalición de grupos 

armados (todos ellos actos sancionables) fueron calificados repetidamente como un 

“mal necesario” por los oficiales de las FARDC y los funcionarios del Gobierno. El 

Grupo observa que esta dependencia de los grupos armados refleja la desorganización 

estructural y la debilidad de las fuerzas armadas y de seguridad de la República 

Democrática del Congo, como han reconocido oficiales de las FARDC y personas 

cercanas a la presidencia (S/2023/431, párrs. 84 y 85). En este contexto, el 9 de 

febrero de 2024 se levantó la moratoria de 21 años de la ejecución de sentencias de 

pena de muerte para casos de deserción y “traición” entre las fuerzas de defensa y 

seguridad (S/2022/967, párr. 38). Los funcionarios gubernamentales y las fuentes de 

seguridad y de las FARDC informaron de que el objetivo del levantamiento era 

desalentar nuevas deserciones y traiciones en favor del M23 (véase el anexo 47).  

 

  Disensiones en el seno de los Voluntarios por la Defensa de la Patria 
 

66. A pesar del establecimiento de una estructura de mando y coordinación, los VDP 

siguieron siendo una coalición poco firme en que cada grupo armado mantenía su 

propia estructura de mando independiente (S/2023/431, párrs. 75 a 78; y S/2023/990, 

párrs. 33 a 40). En la línea de vanguardia, los grupos de los VDP a menudo operaban 

bajo un mando conjunto, como en Sake, donde, según se mencionó, Kambuzi 

(APCLS) y Shangwe Dynamique, también conocido como Defender (Fuerzas de 

Defensa de los Derechos del Pueblo), estaban al mando de las operaciones (véase el 

párr. 112). 

67. Los líderes y combatientes de los VDP y Wazalendo se quejaron repetidamente 

de la coordinación ineficaz y la falta de cohesión, confianza y disciplina dentro de la 

coalición. Los antagonismos personales entre los dirigentes de los VDP y la 

competencia entre los grupos armados se volvieron recurrentes, ya que cada grupo 

estaba ansioso por proteger sus propios intereses, controlar la recaudación de 

impuestos en sus zonas de control y beneficiarse al máximo de los recursos facilitados 

__________________ 

 55  Fuentes de seguridad, las FARDC y Wazalendo.  

 56  Fuentes de seguridad y de inteligencia.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2022/967
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
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por el Gobierno de la República Democrática del Congo (véanse los párrs. 131, 132 

y 140 a 144)57. 

68. A finales de diciembre de 2023, varios grupos armados y sus líderes (el 

“General” Kasereka Kasyano Kabidon (Frente Patriótico para el Pueblo/Ejército del 

Pueblo, FPP/AP), el “General” Mapenzi (NDC-R/Bwira), Ephrem Izabayo Kabasha 

(Movimiento Popular de Autodefensa/Ejército Popular de Autodefensa , MPA/APA), 

el “General de División” Bigabo (CMC/Fuerza Armada Popular del Congo), Mai-Mai 

Kifuafua y Raia Mutomboki Hamakombo) se separaron de los VDP para crear una 

nueva alianza, el Frente Común de la Resistencia (FCR). El objetivo que decía tener 

esta coalición era “abordar las causas profundas de la inestabilidad y promover la 

coexistencia pacífica en el este [de la República Democrática del Congo]” (véase el 

anexo 48). Mientras tanto, múltiples fuentes informaron de que esta facción disidente 

estaba motivada por sospechas de que la AFC, el M23 o Rwanda se habían puesto en 

contacto con algunos líderes de los VDP, y que estos estaban en proceso de desertar 58. 

El líder del Movimiento Popular de Autodefensa/Ejército Popular de Autodefensa, 

Ephrem Kabasha, informó al Grupo de que se había unido a las filas de la AFC.  

 

  Reunión de Voluntarios por la Defensa de la Patria/Wazalendo con el Gobierno  
 

69. El 8 de abril de 2024, 48 líderes de grupos armados de Kivu del Sur, Kivu del 

Norte e Ituri viajaron a Kinshasa a petición de la presidencia. Se trataron cuestiones 

como las de fortalecer la cohesión entre los grupos Wazalendo y aclarar que el grupo 

armado sancionado Fuerzas Democráticas de Liberación de Rwanda-Fuerzas 

Combatientes Abacunguzi (FDLR-FCA) era un aliado, a pesar de la presión 

internacional sobre el Gobierno de la República Democrática del Congo para que 

dejara de colaborar con él. La reunión también tenía por objeto preparar nuevas 

operaciones contra el M23 y la FDR (véase el anexo 49).  

 

  Uso de las Fuerzas Democráticas de Liberación de Rwanda como intermediario 

por el Gobierno de la República Democrática del Congo  
 

  Continuación de la cooperación entre las Fuerzas Armadas de la República 

Democrática del Congo y las Fuerzas Democráticas de Liberación de Rwanda-

Fuerzas Combatientes Abacunguzi 
 

70. El 21 de noviembre de 2023, tras las presiones diplomáticas que pedían al 

Gobierno de la República Democrática del Congo que se distanciara de las FDLR-

FCA (S/2023/990, párrs. 33 a 36)59, el Teniente General Christian Tshiwewe, Jefe de 

Estado Mayor de las FARDC, emitió instrucciones que prohibían la cooperación entre 

las FARDC y las FDLR (véase el anexo 50). Sin embargo, en el momento de 

redactarse el presente informe las FDLR-FCA seguían formando parte de la coalición 

que apoyaba a las FARDC y se mantenían activas en posiciones de primera línea,  

inclusive a petición de las FARDC60. 

71. Los combatientes de las FDLR-FCA participaron en enfrentamientos con el M23 

y la FDR, ya fuera solos o junto a efectivos de las FARDC, los VDP y las FDNB, 

especialmente en las zonas alrededor de Karengera, Rusayo, Kibati y Kanyamahoro, 

todos ellos bastiones tradicionales de las FDLR-FCA. Las FDLR-FCA también 

__________________ 

 57  Dirigentes y combatientes de los Voluntarios por la Defensa de la Patria, y fuentes de seguridad 

y de las Naciones Unidas.  

 58  Combatientes, sociedad civil, FARDC, inteligencia militar, fuentes de las Naciones Unidas e 

investigadores. 

 59  Fuentes diplomáticas y de inteligencia.  

 60  Combatientes, dirigentes de las Fuerzas Democráticas de Liberación de Rwanda (FDLR), 

fuentes de seguridad, de las FARDC, de la sociedad civil y de inteligencia e investigadores.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
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participaron en enfrentamientos en lugares estratégicos del territorio de Nyiragongo, 

en particular alrededor de Sake61. 

72. El comandante de las FDLR Fidel Sebagenzi ejerció como enlace entre las 

FDLR-FCA y los VDP, así como entre el “General de División” Ntawunguka 

Pacifique, alias Omega Israel (CDi.024), comandante militar sancionado de las 

FDLR-FCA, y el Gobernador de Kivu del Norte, el General de División Cirimwami. 

Las FARDC también proporcionaron equipo militar y financiación a las FDLR-FCA 

a cambio de su papel en la lucha contra el M23, en violación del embargo de armas 62.  

 

  Estructura y reorganización de las Fuerzas Democráticas de Liberación de Rwanda-

Fuerzas Combatientes Abacunguzi 
 

73. Desde los primeros ataques del M23 y la FDR contra bases de las FDLR-FCA 

en 2022 (S/2023/431, párrs. 86 a 90), algunos líderes clave de las FDLR-FCA y 

muchos combatientes han sido asesinados. Las FDLR-FCA también perdieron 

algunas de sus posiciones clave (S/2022/479, párrs. 73 y 74; y S/2023/431, párr. 86) 

y se vieron obligadas a trasladar su cuartel general de Tongo a Shove, situado más al 

sur, en el territorio de Rutshuru63. Para evitar que sus fuerzas fueran aniquiladas, el 

liderazgo de las FDLR-FCA decidió dividirse geográficamente. Se estableció una 

estructura de mando operacional en Rusayo, en el territorio de Nyiragongo, bajo el 

mando del “Coronel” Sirkoof (alias Gustave Kubwayo). Una segunda estructura de 

mando operacional se trasladó a Mubambiro y Sake, en el territorio de Masisi, bajo 

el mando del “Coronel” Oreste Ndatuhoraho (alias Marinet)64. 

74. El sancionado “General de División” Omega Israel siguió siendo el comandante 

militar global de las FDLR-FCA, y el “General” Victor Byiringiro (alias Rumuri o 

Rumuli) siguió ejerciendo como presidente interino del ala política de las FDLR-

FCA. El “General de División” Cyprien Uzabakiriko (alias Ave Maria o Mugisha 

Kolomboka) ejerció como adjunto de Rumuri y como el oficial de inteligencia de las 

FDLR-FCA. Niyiturinda Placide (alias Cure Ngoma) era el portavoz de las FDLR -

FCA (véase el anexo 51)65. 

75. El 2 de diciembre de 2023, Protogène Ruvugayimikore (alias “Coronel” Gaby 

Ruhinda) (CDi.037), que había sido sancionado y era entonces comandante de la 

unidad especial de las FDLR-FCA conocida como Comando de Investigación y 

Acción en Profundidad (Commando de Recherche et d’Action en Profondeur 

(CRAP)), fue asesinado por un combatiente de las FDLR-FCA66. Al mes de marzo de 

2024, el “Coronel” Sirkoof (alias Gustave Kubwayo) había sido designado como el 

nuevo comandante del CRAP, y Ngabo Guillaume (alias Bagdad) ejercía como su 

adjunto67. 

76. La muerte del “Coronel” Ruhinda desencadenó tensiones en el seno de las 

FDLR-FCA. Además de haber sufrido pérdidas humanas, en el momento de 

redactarse el presente informe las FDLR-FCA estaban asoladas por rivalidades 

__________________ 

 61  Combatientes, fuentes de inteligencia, de seguridad, de las Naciones Unidas y de la sociedad 

civil e investigadores.  

 62  Excombatientes, inteligencia militar, investigadores y sociedad civil . 

 63  Excombatientes de las FDLR, sociedad civil e investigadores. Además del cuartel general de las 

Fuerzas Democráticas de Liberación de Rwanda-Fuerzas Combatientes Abacunguzi (FDLR-

FCA), también se desarticularon sus sectores operacionales, incluidos “Samariya” y “Jericho”. 

 64  Fuentes de las FDLR y de las Naciones Unidas.  

 65  Fuentes de las FDLR y de las Naciones Unidas, combatientes Wazalendo e investigadores.  

 66  Líderes de las FDLR, combatientes, investigadores, y fotografías del cadáver de Ruhinda vistas 

por el Grupo. 

 67  Excombatientes, sociedad civil, FARDC, inteligencia militar, fuentes de las Naciones Unidas e 

investigadores. 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2022/479
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
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internas entre sus líderes, sobre todo porque varios combatientes de las FDLR 

sospechaban que el “General” Omega había matado a Ruhinda a petición del 

Gobierno de Rwanda68. 

77. No obstante, las FDLR-FCA siguieron siendo un grupo armado influyente en 

Petit Nord y se estimaba que tenían entre 1.000 y 1.500 combatientes, reagrupados en 

tres batallones, cada uno encargado de uno de los tres ejes siguientes: a) “Samariya” 

(Kishishe, Kalengera, Kibirizi y Mabenga); b) “Jericho” (Rwindi-Nyanzale); y 

c) “Médaillon” (Sake, Mubambiro y Karuba)69. Se estima que la unidad CRAP consta 

de entre 350 y 500 combatientes. A finales de enero de 2024, 600 nuevos 

combatientes, en su mayoría ciudadanos congoleses que recibieron entrenamiento 

militar en un centro de Mihanja, territorio de Masisi, se unieron a las filas de las 

FDLR-FCA para compensar los numerosos combatientes perdidos en combate70. 

78. Las FDLR-FCA siguieron autofinanciándose principalmente a partir de la 

explotación de carbón y tablones de madera del Parque Nacional de Virunga, 

secuestros para obtener rescate e impuestos recaudados ilegalmente en puestos de 

control (véanse los párrs. 134 a 136).  

79. Mientras tanto, los combatientes anteriormente desmovilizados de las FDLR-

FCA se siguieron redesplegando con el M23 y la FDR, que recurrieron a ellos para 

encontrar posiciones de las FDLR, las FARDC y Wazalendo (véase el párr. 43; y 

S/2023/990, párr. 30)71. Por ejemplo, en los enfrentamientos de 2023 en Kitshanga se 

vio al “Coronel” Bimenyimana (alias Cobra), que había pasado por el proceso de 

desarme, desmovilización y reintegración en 2003. 

 

  Información actualizada sobre la fuerza de reserva de defensa nacional  
 

80. La Reserva Armada de Defensa de la República Democrática del Congo 

todavía estaba en su fase conceptual cuando se redactó el presente informe 

(S/2023/990, párrs. 41 y 42). El anexo 52 contiene información actualizada al respecto.  

 

  Fuerzas armadas de Burundi (Fuerzas de Defensa Nacional de Burundi)  
 

81. El Grupo obtuvo pruebas adicionales del despliegue encubierto de contingentes 

de las FDNB en Petit Nord, fuera del marco del mandato de la Fuerza Regional de la 

Comunidad de África Oriental (EACRF) (véase el párr. 89). Tanto el cuartel general 

militar de la República Democrática del Congo como el Gobierno de Burundi negaron 

inicialmente este despliegue (véase el anexo 53; y S/2023/990, párrs. 43 a 46). 

82. Tras el anuncio de la retirada de la EACRF, los contingentes burundeses de la 

EACRF desplegados en Petit Nord partieron de la zona los días 9 y 10 de diciembre 

de 2023. Antes de la retirada oficial, algunos contingentes de las FDNB desertaron de 

sus posiciones en Kitshanga, Mweso y Kilolirwe a principios de noviembre de 2023. 

A su llegada a Burundi, entre 300 y 500 efectivos de las FDNB fueron encarcelados 

en Cibitoke, acusados de deserción, y desde entonces permanecen incomunicados 

(véase el anexo 54).  

83. Tras la retirada de la EACRF, los contingentes de las FDNB se desplegaron más 

abiertamente en el marco de un acuerdo bilateral entre la República Democrática del 

Congo y Burundi, como parte de las operaciones conjuntas del equipo de tareas 

FARDC-FDNB. Se encargó a las FDNB que realizaran operaciones ofensivas contra 

el M23 y la FDR en la carretera septentrional Rwindi-Mabenga y contuvieran al M23 

__________________ 

 68  Ibid. 

 69  Combatientes y líderes de las FDLR y fuentes de las Naciones Unidas.  

 70  Excombatientes, inteligencia militar, investigadores y sociedad civil.  

 71  Ibid. 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
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y la FDR en la carretera meridional Sake-Minova72. Entre diciembre de 2023 y febrero 

de 2024 llegaron a Goma más contingentes de las FDNB (véase el anexo 55), que 

fueron transportados en barco y camión desde Goma hasta Minova, en Kivu del Sur, 

y Sake, en el territorio de Masisi, entre otros lugares. El General de Brigada Elie 

Ndizigiye dirigió las operaciones de las FDNB en Kivu del Norte.  

84. Los contingentes de las FDNB se desplegaron al sur de Karuba y al noroeste de 

Minova, en el territorio de Masisi73. En el momento de redactarse el presente informe 

no se habían desplegado en la zona de Rwindi-Mabenga, según se preveía en un 

principio. A partir de enero de 2024, los contingentes de las FDNB, junto con grupos 

de las FARDC y Wazalendo, participaron activamente en operaciones defensivas a lo 

largo de la carretera Sake-Minova, lo que impidió la expansión del M23/FDR hacia 

Kivu del Sur. Las FDNB también lanzaron operaciones ofensivas para reocupar 

territorios que las FARDC habían perdido en la zona de Sake-Minova74.  

85. Las FDNB han sufrido muchas pérdidas75. Fuentes del M23 y fuentes cercanas 

a Rwanda informaron de que se ordenó a la FDR que atacara a los contingentes de las 

FDNB en el campo de batalla76. El M23 también indicó que las FDNB eran uno de 

sus enemigos, y cuando se redactó el presente informe todavía mantenía en la prisión 

de Rutshuru a contingentes de las FDNB capturados (véase el anexo 56).  

86. El Grupo observa que el despliegue de las FDNB en Kivu del Norte para luchar 

contra el M23 y la FDR, que el M23 y oficiales rwandeses denunciaron repetidamente  

(S/2023/990, párr. 44), aumentó aún más las tensiones entre ambos países (véanse los 

párrs. 178 a 183). 

87. En respuesta a las preguntas del Grupo, el Gobierno de Burundi declaró que las 

FDNB se desplegaron en Kivu del Norte el 5 de marzo de 2023 como parte de la 

intervención de la EACRF. También dijo que en febrero de 2024, tras la salida del 

país de la EACRF, las FDNB llevaron a cabo operaciones para localizar a fuerzas 

negativas burundesas en respuesta a la alianza de los “grupos terroristas” de las 

Fuerzas Nacionales de Liberación de Burundi y RED Tabara con otras “fuerzas 

negativas” (en referencia a Rwanda) en la subregión.  

 

  Misión de la Comunidad de África Meridional para el Desarrollo en la República 

Democrática del Congo, operación Springbok y Fuerza Regional de la 

Comunidad de África Oriental 
 

88. En su cumbre extraordinaria celebrada el 8 de mayo de 2023 en Windhoek, la 

SADC resolvió desplegar contingentes en la República Democrática del Congo 

durante un período de 12 meses. Al contrario que la EACRF, la Misión de la SADC 

en la República Democrática del Congo tiene un mandato ofensivo para ayudar al 

Gobierno a restablecer la paz y la seguridad en el este del país. El anexo 57 contiene 

detalles sobre el despliegue y las operaciones de la Misión.  

89. El despliegue de la Misión siguió a la retirada forzosa de la EACRF en 

diciembre de 2023, que coincidió con el continuo deterioro de la situación de la 

seguridad en Kivu del Norte, a pesar del inicio por la MONUSCO y las FARDC, en 

noviembre de 2023, de la operación denominada Springbok. El anexo 58 ofrece 

detalles sobre la retirada de la EACRF y la operación Springbok.  

__________________ 

 72  Fuentes y documentos de las FARDC. 

 73  Fuentes de las FARDC, de servicios de seguridad, de la sociedad civil y de las Naciones Unidas 

e investigadores. 

 74  Fuentes de las FARDC y de seguridad.  

 75  FARDC y fuentes de seguridad e inteligencia.  

 76  Fuentes del M23 y de inteligencia e investigadores.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
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 E. Crisis humanitaria sin precedentes y graves violaciones 

contra la población civil 
 

 

90. La crisis humanitaria en Kivu del Norte alcanzó una gravedad sin precedentes 

debido a los persistentes enfrentamientos entre el M23/FDR y la coalición FARDC-

Wazalendo77, lo que provocó el desplazamiento de 1 millón de civiles adicional desde 

octubre de 2023 (véase el anexo 59)78. El flujo de desplazados internos sobrecargó 

los ya congestionados campamentos de desplazados, y alrededor de Goma se 

registraron más de 100 emplazamientos oficiales e improvisados 79. 

91. El agravamiento de la crisis humanitaria se debió a un cambio en los medios de 

guerra en favor del uso de artillería pesada y ataques con mortero en zonas 

densamente pobladas o cerca de ellas, incluidas las afueras de Goma (véanse los 

párrs. 93 a 98). Los niños fueron los más afectados por el conflicto, en particular a 

consecuencia del reclutamiento por grupos armados80. Los incidentes de violencia 

sexual alcanzaron niveles sin precedentes, y la mayoría de los casos afectaron a la 

población de desplazados internos y se atribuyeron a perpetradores armados, 

incluidos elementos Wazalendo y de las FARDC (véase el anexo 60; y S/2023/431, 

párr. 17)81. 

92. Todos los grupos armados continuaron perpetrando violaciones del derecho 

internacional humanitario y del derecho internacional de los derechos humanos, en la 

mayoría de casos con total impunidad 82 . Las violaciones perpetradas por ambas 

partes beligerantes incluyeron: a) ataques indiscriminados con armas explosivas; 

b) persecución y represalias sistemáticas contra civiles a los que se consideraba 

contrarios a los grupos armados, incluso mediante asesinatos, torturas, castigos 

corporales, secuestros y detenciones arbitrarias; c) violación; d) reclutamiento y 

utilización de niños, inclusive en hostilidades; e) saqueo y extorsión; y f) trabajo 

forzoso. Estos constituyen actos sancionables. 

 

 1. Ataques indiscriminados con municiones explosivas en zonas pobladas  
 

93. Desde octubre de 2023, ambas partes beligerantes han empleado con frecuencia 

municiones explosivas (morteros, lanzacohetes y drones) dentro o cerca de zonas 

densamente pobladas, incluidos campamentos de desplazados internos, lo que ha 

causado numerosas bajas civiles. Entre enero y marzo de 2024, el Grupo documentó 

más de 30 incidentes de uso de armas explosivas por ambas partes que causaron bajas 

civiles. La mayoría de ellos se produjeron en zonas con alta concentración de 

desplazados internos y en centros urbanos, y algunos cerca de instalaciones médicas. 

Más de 50 civiles murieron, hubo cientos de heridos y se destruyeron infraestructuras 

__________________ 

 77  Fuentes humanitarias y de las Naciones Unidas. Véa nse también S/2024/251, párr. 95; y 

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/drc-north-kivu-m23-crisis-analysis-15-march-2024. 

 78  Véanse https://dtm.iom.int/reports/drc-north-kivu-m23-crisis-analysis-15-march-2024; 

https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic -republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-north-kivu-

overview-humanitarian-situation-january-2024; y www.intersos.org/en/ddrc-escalating-conflict-

exacerbates-the-emergency-in-north-kivu. 

 79  Fuentes humanitarias.  

 80  Véanse http://www.unicef.org/press-releases/dr-congo-children-killed-injured-abducted-and-

face-sexual-violence-conflict-record; https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/drc-

least-78000-children-displaced-and-families-ripped-apart-fighting-escalates; y 

www.savethechildren.net/news/drc-violence-north-kivu-forces-over-500-schools-close-teachers-

kidnapped-and-students-terrified#:~:text=The%20current%20wave%20of%20  

violence,including%20at%20least%20500%2C000%20children . 

 81  Fuentes humanitarias, de las Naciones Unidas y de la sociedad civil, e investigadores.  

 82  Véase https://guide-humanitarian-law.org/content/article/3/non-state-armed-

groups/#:~:text=Contrary%20to%20what%20was%20foreseen,5.1%20and%206.2 . 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2024/251
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/drc-north-kivu-m23-crisis-analysis-15-march-2024
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/drc-north-kivu-m23-crisis-analysis-15-march-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-north-kivu-overview-humanitarian-situation-january-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-north-kivu-overview-humanitarian-situation-january-2024
https://unitednations-my.sharepoint.com/personal/reigsager_un_org/Documents/2407709/www.intersos.org/en/ddrc-escalating-conflict-exacerbates-the-emergency-in-north-kivu
https://unitednations-my.sharepoint.com/personal/reigsager_un_org/Documents/2407709/www.intersos.org/en/ddrc-escalating-conflict-exacerbates-the-emergency-in-north-kivu
http://www.unicef.org/press-releases/dr-congo-children-killed-injured-abducted-and-face-sexual-violence-conflict-record
http://www.unicef.org/press-releases/dr-congo-children-killed-injured-abducted-and-face-sexual-violence-conflict-record
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/drc-least-78000-children-displaced-and-families-ripped-apart-fighting-escalates
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/drc-least-78000-children-displaced-and-families-ripped-apart-fighting-escalates
http://www.savethechildren.net/news/drc-violence-north-kivu-forces-over-500-schools-close-teachers-kidnapped-and-students-terrified#:~:text=The%20current%20wave%20of%20violence,including%20at%20least%20500%2C000%20children
http://www.savethechildren.net/news/drc-violence-north-kivu-forces-over-500-schools-close-teachers-kidnapped-and-students-terrified#:~:text=The%20current%20wave%20of%20violence,including%20at%20least%20500%2C000%20children
http://www.savethechildren.net/news/drc-violence-north-kivu-forces-over-500-schools-close-teachers-kidnapped-and-students-terrified#:~:text=The%20current%20wave%20of%20violence,including%20at%20least%20500%2C000%20children
https://guide-humanitarian-law.org/content/article/3/non-state-armed-groups/#:~:text=Contrary%20to%20what%20was%20foreseen,5.1%20and%206.2
https://guide-humanitarian-law.org/content/article/3/non-state-armed-groups/#:~:text=Contrary%20to%20what%20was%20foreseen,5.1%20and%206.2
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civiles83. Entre los cientos de lesiones tratadas desde enero en los centros médicos de 

Goma, al menos el 40 % se debieron a explosiones (véase el anexo 61).  

94. El M23 y la FDR dispararon de forma indiscriminada morteros y cohetes contra 

zonas urbanas, en particular en Bambo, territorio de Rutshuru, el 26 de octubre de 

2023. Entre enero y marzo de 2024, el M23 y la FDR dispararon sistemáticamente 

contra zonas urbanas en las afueras de Sake y Goma. Las FARDC también fueron 

responsables de varios incidentes con disparos indiscriminados o imprecisos, como 

los documentados en Bambo el 7 de noviembre de 2023 y Mweso el 25 de enero de 

2024. En el anexo 62 se ofrecen más detalles sobre estos incidentes.  

95. Cabe destacar las siguientes circunstancias en torno a los ataques sistemáticos 

con mortero por parte del M23 y la FDR: a) manejo de armas por elementos 

entrenados (véanse los párrs. 46 y 52 a 54); b) ataques contra zonas densamente 

pobladas; c) conocimiento de la presencia de población civil en las zonas atacadas o 

sus proximidades; d) ausencia de advertencias a la población civil sobre ataques 

inminentes; y e) existencia de informes que indicaban las bajas civiles masivas 

causadas por ataques anteriores.  

96. En los ataques llevados a cabo por las FARDC pueden aplicarse consideraciones 

similares, con la diferencia de que los elementos de las FARDC que manejaban el 

armamento carecían de la formación adecuada, lo que aumentaba la probabilidad de 

errores de puntería y ejecución. A pesar de conocer estas deficiencias, el alto mando 

de las FARDC aceptó los riesgos que conllevaba utilizar armamento pesado en zonas 

urbanas o cerca de ellas, alegando necesidad militar (véase el anexo 62)84. 

97. Ninguna de las dos partes beligerantes minimizó suficientemente el daño a 

civiles aplicando sistemas de advertencia anticipada o dando tiempo suficiente a los 

civiles para desalojar las zonas atacadas. Pese a las repetidas advertencias de agentes 

humanitarios contra el uso de armas explosivas en zonas pobladas, inclusive cerca de 

hospitales, escuelas y campamentos de desplazados, los bombardeos continuaron 85. 

El M23/FDR y las FARDC/Wazalendo incluso establecieron, en ocasiones, posiciones 

militares dentro o cerca de asentamientos civiles, incluidos campamentos de 

desplazados internos, lo que exponía a los civiles a ataques de represalia y daños 

colaterales (véase el anexo 63). 

98. Cuando utilizan armas de efectos indiscriminados como las municiones 

explosivas, los agentes armados deben tener en cuenta los riesgos para la población 

civil y minimizar los daños. El hecho de no adoptar medidas de precaución eficaces, 

inclusive al seleccionar los medios y métodos de ataque para mitigar las bajas civiles, 

se ajusta a la definición de ataque indiscriminado en virtud del derecho internacional 

humanitario (véase el anexo 64). La observancia de los principios de distinción, 

precaución y proporcionalidad es una obligación fundamental que incumbe a los 

mandos militares durante la conducción de las hostilidades y la emisión de órdenes 

de ataque. Incumplir estos principios puede conllevar responsabilidad penal 

individual por posibles crímenes de guerra. Esta conducta también se ajusta a los 

criterios de designación para la imposición de sanciones.  

 

__________________ 

 83  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas y organizaciones humanitarias y no gubernamentales, 

investigadores, víctimas, testigos presenciales,  y pruebas fotográficas y videográficas.  

 84  Fuente confidencial y fuentes militares.  

 85  Véanse https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-drc-

increased-conflict-intensity-ocha-icrc-ingo-forum-echo-daily-flash-14-february-2024; 

http://www.icrc.org/en/document/north-kivu-dozens-injured-arrive-in-goma-during-intense-

fighting; y http://www.icrc.org/en/document/dr-congo-civilians-firing-line-use-heavy-weapons-

signals-alarming-new-phase-armed-conflict. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-drc-increased-conflict-intensity-ocha-icrc-ingo-forum-echo-daily-flash-14-february-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-drc-increased-conflict-intensity-ocha-icrc-ingo-forum-echo-daily-flash-14-february-2024
http://www.icrc.org/en/document/north-kivu-dozens-injured-arrive-in-goma-during-intense-fighting
http://www.icrc.org/en/document/north-kivu-dozens-injured-arrive-in-goma-during-intense-fighting
http://www.icrc.org/en/document/dr-congo-civilians-firing-line-use-heavy-weapons-signals-alarming-new-phase-armed-conflict
http://www.icrc.org/en/document/dr-congo-civilians-firing-line-use-heavy-weapons-signals-alarming-new-phase-armed-conflict
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 2. Reclutamiento y utilización de niños en hostilidades 
 

99. Para principios de 2024, el reclutamiento y la utilización de niños habían 

alcanzado niveles alarmantes debido a la escalada del conflicto 86 . Las pruebas 

recabadas por el Grupo corroboran el aumento del reclutamiento, inclusive de niños, 

durante 2023 y 2024, tanto por el M23 como por la FDR y los grupos armados de la 

coalición Wazalendo (S/2023/431, párrs. 72 a 74 y 146)87. 

 

  Reclutamiento forzoso y utilización de niños por el M23 y la FDR  
 

100. Las actividades de reclutamiento del M23 y la FDR aumentaron tras su ofensiva 

iniciada en octubre de 2023 (S/2023/990, párrs. 27 y 90), inclusive mediante el 

reclutamiento de menores en todo el este de la República Democrática del Congo, 

Rwanda y Uganda88. 

 

  Reclutamiento del Movimiento 23 de Marzo en la República Democrática del Congo  
 

101. El M23 secuestró sistemáticamente a hombres, adolescentes y niños en los 

territorios conquistados, en su mayoría en los territorios de Rutshuru y Masisi 89 . 

Cientos de hombres y niños de entre 10 y 12 años fueron secuestrados en zonas rurales 

mientras trabajaban en el campo, individualmente o en grandes grupos 90 , según 

confirmaron varios combatientes del antiguo M23 que fueron reclutados en estas 

circunstancias. En las zonas urbanas más grandes, como Kiwanja y Rutshuru, el M23 

atrajo a los jóvenes con promesas económicas engañosas91. El M23 también organizó 

campañas de sensibilización a través de líderes locales y reuniones públicas 92. A pesar 

de estas iniciativas de alistamiento “voluntario”, el secuestro sistemático de hombres 

y niños a partir de los 12 años de edad ha aumentado desde diciembre de 2023 93. Los 

reclutas que intentaban escapar se enfrentaban a la ejecución (véase el anexo 65) 94. 

102. Fuentes confidenciales informaron de que el “Coronel” Bahati Erasto y el 

“Coronel” Castro (ya fallecido) se encontraban en la zona de Mweso-Kitshanga a 

principios de enero de 2024 (véase el párr. 35), entre otras cosas para supervisar el 

reclutamiento. Según se informa, instaron a los jóvenes de la zona a unirse al M23 y 

pidieron a los jefes de barrio que recopilaran listas de hombres de entre 15 y 60 años 

para reclutarlos95. 

 

__________________ 

 86  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas. Véanse también S/2024/251, párr. 32; https://reliefweb.int/  

report/democratic-republic-congo/drc-remains-epicentre-child-suffering-war-country-tops-

world-list-grave-violations-against-children; y https://watchlist.org/publications/children -and-

armed-conflict-monthly-update-december-2023. 

 87  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas, antiguos niños soldados, (ex)combatientes, fuentes militares, 

de inteligencia y de la sociedad civil, investigadores, agentes de protección de la infancia,  

pruebas fotográficas y videográficas, y observaciones directas realizadas por el Grupo.  

 88  Excombatientes del M23, incluidos cinco menores, exmiembros de la FDR, fuentes de 

inteligencia, militares y de las Naciones Unidas, investigadores, sociedad civil,  agentes de 

protección y líderes de grupos armados.  

 89  Fuentes confidenciales.  

 90  Fuentes confidenciales y de las Naciones Unidas, excombatientes y personas que habían estado 

secuestradas. 

 91  Fuentes confidenciales y de las Naciones Unidas y reclutas del antiguo M23. 

 92  Fuentes confidenciales, de las Naciones Unidas y comunitarias, y excombatientes.  

 93  Fuentes confidenciales y de las Naciones Unidas y excombatientes.  

 94  Excombatientes del M23, incluidos cinco menores, exmiembros de la FDR, fuentes de 

inteligencia, militares y de las Naciones Unidas, investigadores, sociedad civil, agentes de 

protección y líderes de grupos armados.  

 95  Una fuente confidencial y un recluta del antiguo M23.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2024/251
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/drc-remains-epicentre-child-suffering-war-country-tops-world-list-grave-violations-against-children
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/drc-remains-epicentre-child-suffering-war-country-tops-world-list-grave-violations-against-children
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/drc-remains-epicentre-child-suffering-war-country-tops-world-list-grave-violations-against-children
https://watchlist.org/publications/children-and-armed-conflict-monthly-update-december-2023
https://watchlist.org/publications/children-and-armed-conflict-monthly-update-december-2023


S/2024/432 
 

 

26/298 24-07709 

 

  Reclutamiento en campamentos de refugiados de Rwanda y Uganda  
 

103. El M23 siguió reclutando en el extranjero (S/2023/431, párrs. 146 a 149), 

inclusive en campamentos de refugiados de Rwanda 96  y Uganda 97 , centrándose 

principalmente en refugiados congoleses 98 . Fuentes de inteligencia, antiguos 

miembros de la FDR y cinco niños reclutados en campamentos de refugiados 

confirmaron que se estaban llevando a cabo actividades de reclutamiento en casi todos 

los campamentos de refugiados de Rwanda, especialmente en Mahama 99, Gisagara, 

Kizimba y Gihembe. 

104. El reclutamiento se llevó a cabo principalmente a través de falsas promesas de 

remuneración o empleo por los oficiales de la FDR100. Un antiguo oficial de la FDR 

confirmó que los reclutadores eran agentes de inteligencia entrenados y expertos en 

persuasión ideológica, que empleaban incentivos económicos o tácticas de 

adoctrinamiento para convencer a los reclutas. Aquellos que no aceptaban eran 

tomados por la fuerza 101 . Cuatro niños secuestrados en diversos campamentos de 

refugiados de Rwanda describieron cómo los reclutadores habían atraído a niños de 

12 años o más en las escuelas de los campamentos de refugiados y los habían 

trasladado a Musanze (también conocido como Ruhengeri), en Rwanda. Desde allí, 

los soldados los condujeron a pie hasta Tchanzu para su entrenamiento militar. De 

este modo, Musanze servía como punto de tránsito para los reclutas destinados a 

Tchanzu, que se encuentra directamente al otro lado de la frontera, en la República 

Democrática del Congo (véase el anexo 66)102. 

105. Se informó de actividades de reclutamiento similares en campamentos de 

refugiados de Uganda, especialmente en Kyaka II103, al oeste del país, y Nakivale104, 

cerca de la frontera sur con Rwanda. Varias fuentes informaron de que desde 2022 se 

había llevado a la República Democrática del Congo, principalmente a través de 

Bunagana, a reclutas, entre ellos niños, atraídos por falsos incentivos económicos 105. 

Estos circuitos de reclutamiento también se utilizaron para reclutar a jóvenes 

banyamulenge, incluidos menores (S/2023/431, párrs. 146 a 149). 

 

  Entrenamiento militar de niños 
 

106. Los exreclutas, incluidos niños entrenados en Tchanzu (véanse los párrs. 38 

y 39), confirmaron la presencia de niños de 10 a 12 años de edad en los campamentos 

de entrenamiento, incluidos niños reclutados en Rwanda. Las pruebas corroboradas 

indican que en 2023 y 2024 se ha entrenado a más de 1.000 reclutas en Tchanzu, y se 

estima que al menos el 20 % de ellos son menores106. 

__________________ 

 96  Véase http://www.unhcr.org/rw/list/where-we-work. 

 97  Véanse https://data.unhcr.org/es/country/uga; y https://reliefweb.int/report/uganda/unhcr-

uganda-factsheet-june-2023. 

 98  Excombatientes, antiguos niños soldados y fuentes militares, de inteligencia y de las Naciones 

Unidas. 

 99  Véase https://reliefweb.int/report/rwanda/unhcr-rwanda-mahama-refugee-camp-factsheet-

february-2023. 

 100  Un oficial de la FDR y antiguos niños soldados reclutados en estos campamentos.  

 101  Ibid. 

 102  Antiguos niños soldados.  

 103  Véanse https://data.unhcr.org/es/documents/details/71912 ; y 

https://data.unhcr.org/es/documents/details/91326. 

 104  Véase https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/48488. 

 105  Testigos, fuentes militares, de inteligencia y de las Naciones Unidas, exreclutas e 

investigadores. 

 106  Ibid. 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
http://www.unhcr.org/rw/list/where-we-work
https://data.unhcr.org/es/country/uga
https://reliefweb.int/report/uganda/unhcr-uganda-factsheet-june-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/uganda/unhcr-uganda-factsheet-june-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/rwanda/unhcr-rwanda-mahama-refugee-camp-factsheet-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/rwanda/unhcr-rwanda-mahama-refugee-camp-factsheet-february-2023
https://data.unhcr.org/es/documents/details/71912
https://data.unhcr.org/es/documents/details/91326
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/48488
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107. Se entrenó a los reclutas mayores de 15 años para el combate y se los envió a la 

línea de vanguardia para luchar 107 . También se los sometió a trabajos pesados, 

inclusive cavar túneles subterráneos y trincheras. Los niños más jóvenes, que solían 

tener menos de 15 años de edad, no recibían una formación táctica completa, sino que 

realizaban tareas y actuaban como escoltas o sirvientes de los comandantes hasta que 

llegaban a estar “maduros” para el combate108 . Un chico de 16 años testificó que 

ejerció de escolta de Baudoin Ngaruye. Un antiguo recluta también indicó que el 

“Coronel” Jeff (véase el párr. 36) utilizaba a menores como escoltas.  

108. La mayoría de los instructores eran soldados de la FDR, acompañados de 

instructores congoleses (véanse los párrs. 38 y 39)109, que instruían conjuntamente a 

adultos y niños. Algunas personas que habían recibido formación anteriormente 

también indicaron que habían visto a Makenga en los centros de entrenamiento de 

Tchanzu, inclusive cuando había niños presentes.  

 

  Reclutamiento y utilización de niños por grupos Wazalendo  
 

109. Los grupos Wazalendo intensificaron aún más el reclutamiento en medio de la 

escalada del conflicto (S/2023/431, párrs. 72 a 74 y 87), y diversas fuentes 

confirmaron que casi todos los grupos Wazalendo utilizaban niños 110. Los cierres de 

escuelas, el desplazamiento, la inseguridad alimentaria y la violencia aumentaron la 

vulnerabilidad de los niños ante el reclutamiento, y las familias apoyaron el 

reclutamiento debido a la inseguridad crónica y la escasez de recursos. En los 

territorios de Masisi, Rutshuru y Walikale se informó del reclutamiento por parte de 

los Wazalendo a través de la divulgación comunitaria, prometiendo condiciones 

favorables dentro del grupo111. 

110. Las operaciones conjuntas y la cohabitación entre varios grupos Wazalendo 

complicaron la tarea de asignar responsabilidades, lo que hizo que el Grupo solo 

nombrara grupos específicos cuando se había comprobado inequívocamente la 

responsabilidad de estos. El Grupo pudo determinar la utilización de niños 

combatientes por NDC-R/Guidon, la APCLS, las FDLR-FCA, el Colectivo de 

Movimientos por el Cambio (CMC)-Domi, la Unión de Patriotas Congolesa para la 

Reconstrucción del Congo Libre (UPCRL), la Fuerza de Acción Rápida-Wazalendo 

(FAR-W) y Nyatura-Abazungu de Jean Marie (véase el anexo 67).  

111. Se ha informado ampliamente de la presencia de niños armados alrededor de 

Goma y Sake, en posiciones militares y campamentos para desplazados internos o 

cerca de estos112. Había niños armados con fusiles de asalto tipo AK acompañando a 

soldados de las FARDC o que se movían por el lugar a plena vista de ellos, como 

observó también el Grupo durante las misiones en la zona en marzo de 2024 (véase 

el anexo 67). 

112. Varias fuentes confirmaron la utilización de niños en Sake en las filas de la 

APCLS, del “Coronel” Kambuzi, y las Fuerzas de Defensa de los Derechos del 

Pueblo, del “General” Defender113. Dos niños combatientes que se encontraban en el 

__________________ 

 107  Exreclutas y fuentes confidenciales y de las Naciones Unidas.  

 108  Exreclutas y fuentes confidenciales, de las Naciones Unidas y de inteligencia.  

 109  Exreclutas y fuentes de inteligencia. 

 110  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas, de la sociedad civil, comunitarias y militares, combatientes, 

excombatientes, incluidos niños, testigos presenciales, pruebas fotográficas y líderes de grupos 

armados. 

 111  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas y comunitarias, agentes de protección y antiguos niños 

soldados. 

 112  Fuentes comunitarias y de las Naciones Unidas, sociedad civil, testigos presenciales y agentes 

de protección. 

 113  Combatientes Wazalendo, sociedad civil y fuentes comunitarias.  
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hotel “Chez JC”, en el barrio de Mubambiro en Sake, declararon ser combatientes de 

las Fuerzas de Defensa de los Derechos del Pueblo del “General” Defender114. Varias 

fuentes informaron también de la presencia habitual de niños combatientes en el 

hotel115, que utilizaban como base los elementos de las Fuerzas de Defensa de los 

Derechos del Pueblo, la APCLS, las FDLR-FCA, el CMC y las FARDC116. El Coronel 

Sekololo, de las FARDC (véase el párr. 63) admitió que celebraba periódicamente 

reuniones de coordinación en el hotel con los comandantes Wazalendo Defender, 

“Seigneur de Guerre” (FDLR-FCA) y Obedi (APCLS) (véase el anexo 67).  

 

  La impunidad agrava la utilización de niños 
 

113. Aunque las FARDC y algunos líderes de grupos armados presuntamente 

prohibieron el reclutamiento y la utilización de niños117 y algunos grupos acordaron 

oficialmente liberar a los niños de sus filas118, el Grupo no encontró pruebas de que 

ninguno de los grupos Wazalendo hubiera puesto en práctica tales iniciativas119, y se 

siguió observando la presencia de niños (véase el anexo 68).  

114. Hasta ahora, el Gobierno no ha tomado medidas efectivas para garantizar la 

liberación inmediata de todos los niños menores de 18 años de estos grupos y detener 

a los comandantes responsables de tales prácticas, a pesar de estar informado de la 

utilización de niños combatientes por los grupos Wazalendo. Esto contraviene el 

marco jurídico del país, que exige a las autoridades estatales que garanticen la 

liberación de los niños de las fuerzas y grupos armados (véase el anexo 69)120. 

115. Los oficiales de alto rango de las FARDC entrevistados por el Grupo dijeron 

que el Gobierno priorizaba la seguridad por encima de los imperativos de la justicia 

y que, hasta que se alcanzaran sus objetivos, se veían obligados a aceptar y gestionar 

los “caprichos de menor importancia” y las transgresiones de los Wazalendo121. El 

Presidente de la República Democrática del Congo justificó el fenómeno de la 

participación de niños en combates armados usando argumentos de fuerza mayor 

similares122. 

 

 3. Otras violaciones del derecho internacional humanitario y del derecho 

internacional de los derechos humanos 
 

  El Movimiento 23 de Marzo y la Fuerza de Defensa de Rwanda  
 

116. A menudo, el M23 secuestró, encarceló, torturó y ejecutó a civiles acusados de 

colaborar con grupos armados Wazalendo o con las FARDC 123, continuando así la 

pauta documentada anteriormente de asesinatos y secuestros de personas a las que se 

consideraba enemigas (S/2023/431, párr. 65). El M23 y la FDR atacaron 

específicamente localidades habitadas mayoritariamente por hutus en zonas que se 

sabía que eran bastiones de grupos de las FDLR y Nyatura, por ejemplo las 

localidades y agrupaciones de Bukombo, Burambo y Nyanzale, en la jefatura de 

__________________ 

 114  Combatientes Wazalendo, incluidos niños, fuentes militares, miembros de la comunidad, 

sociedad civil, observaciones directas y fotografías.  

 115  Fuentes comunitarias e investigadores.  

 116  Combatientes y fuentes comunitarias y militares.  

 117  Un líder del Colectivo de Movimientos por el Cambio, y fuentes confidenciales y comunitarias.  

 118  Naciones Unidas y una fuente confidencial.  

 119  Fuentes comunitarias, de las Naciones Unidas y de la sociedad civil, testigos presenciales y 

agentes de protección. 

 120  Agentes de protección de la infancia e informes públicos. Véase también S/2023/363. 

 121  FARDC, fuentes comunitarias y agentes de protección.  

 122  Véase www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2024/03/30/felix-tshisekedi-president-de-la-rdc-le-

rwanda-n-est-pas-seul-responsable-des-malheurs-du-congo_6225115_3212.html. 

 123  Testigos, investigadores y fuentes comunitarias, de las Nacione s Unidas y confidenciales.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/363
https://unitednations-my.sharepoint.com/personal/reigsager_un_org/Documents/2407709/www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2024/03/30/felix-tshisekedi-president-de-la-rdc-le-rwanda-n-est-pas-seul-responsable-des-malheurs-du-congo_6225115_3212.html
https://unitednations-my.sharepoint.com/personal/reigsager_un_org/Documents/2407709/www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2024/03/30/felix-tshisekedi-president-de-la-rdc-le-rwanda-n-est-pas-seul-responsable-des-malheurs-du-congo_6225115_3212.html
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Bwito, y Busanza, en la jefatura de Bwisha, territorio de Rutshuru, donde se informó 

que hubo numerosas ejecuciones y se destruyeron aldeas (véase el anexo 70)124. Estas 

formas de castigo colectivo contra civiles son actos sancionables y pueden constituir 

crímenes de guerra.  

117. El M23 continuó su reclutamiento a gran escala de civiles para trabajos forzosos 

(S/2023/431, párr. 70 y anexo 45), y obligó sistemáticamente a cientos de civiles a 

participar en obras comunitarias llamadas “Salongo”125. 

 

  Wazalendo y las Fuerzas Armadas de la República Democrática del Congo  
 

118. Los grupos armados Wazalendo cometieron graves violaciones, como secuestros 

para obtener rescate, extorsiones, saqueos, encarcelamientos ilegales, torturas, 

violaciones, asesinatos, homicidios en represalia y ejecuciones de civiles acusados de 

colaborar con el enemigo126. Los Wazalendo no atacaron a ningún grupo étnico en 

particular (véase el anexo 71). 

119. La mayoría de las infracciones documentadas, incluidos los asesinatos, se 

produjeron en el contexto de enfrentamientos entre grupos Wazalendo que luchaban 

por el dominio territorial (véase el párr. 67), el arreglo de conflictos locales o de 

cuentas personales, o el hostigamiento a la población local con intenciones 

depredadoras, como el saqueo, el cobro de impuestos, la extorsión o la violación. Los 

grupos NDC-R/Guidon y Nyatura-Abazungu fueron los que se mencionaron más a 

menudo como autores de abusos graves contra civiles127. 

120. Los grupos Wazalendo prosperaron gracias a una violenta economía de guerra 

en los territorios que controlaban y aumentaron la recaudación de impuestos ilegales 

para financiar la compra de armamento128. Los grupos armados que operaban en el 

norte de Goma y Nyiragongo, incluidos la APCLS, la UPCRL, las FDLR y la CMC, 

realizaron sistemáticamente secuestros para obtener rescate, detenciones arbitrarias y 

ejecuciones (véase el anexo 72). 

121. La proliferación de combatientes Wazalendo y contingentes de las FARDC que 

se replegaban para defender posiciones alrededor de Goma y Sake causó un fuerte 

aumento de la criminalidad dentro de Goma y sobrepobló los campamentos de 

desplazados internos. La presencia de estos combatientes también conllevó la 

violación sistemática de la naturaleza civil y humanitaria de esos lugares, ya que los 

elementos armados Wazalendo y de las FARDC sometieron a los desplazados internos 

vulnerables a abusos y graves violaciones, incluidos niveles sin precedentes de 

violencia sexual (véase el anexo 60) y depredación económica129. 

122. El reconocimiento de los Wazalendo por el Gobierno y el público en general 

como “patriotas” que luchaban por la liberación del país dio a estos grupos armados 

la excusa para actuar con impunidad, ya que los servicios de seguridad del Estado no 

podían o no querían detener a los autores (véase el párr. 115) 130. 

 

__________________ 

 124  Ibid. 

 125  Combatientes del antiguo M23, fuentes comunitarias, de las Naciones Unidas y confidenciales, 

investigadores y videos.  

 126  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas, humanitarias, confidenciales, comunitarias y de organizacione s 

no gubernamentales, testimonios de víctimas y testigos, e investigadores.  

 127  Ibid. 

 128  Ibid. 

 129  Ibid. 

 130  Ibid. 
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 4. Ataques contra la Misión de Estabilización de las Naciones Unidas 

en la República Democrática del Congo  
 

123. Tanto el M23/FDR (véanse los párrs. 49 y 51) como las FARDC/Wazalendo 

atacaron al personal, los activos y las operaciones de la MONUSCO, lo que suponía 

una amenaza significativa para el personal de mantenimiento de la paz y los activos 

de las Naciones Unidas. Las pruebas de los ataques sistemáticos contra los 

contingentes de la MONUSCO por grupos de las FARDC y Wazalendo alrededor de 

Sake revelaban un esfuerzo estratégico concertado para impedir los movimientos de 

la MONUSCO y la implementación de su mandato (véase el anexo 73). El Grupo 

reitera que los ataques contra los efectivos de mantenimiento de la paz y el personal 

de las Naciones Unidas constituyen actos sancionables.  

 

 

 F. Cortes de carretera, impuestos ilegales y tala de árboles 

por grupos armados y agentes gubernamentales  
 

 

124. Todos los agentes armados activos en Petit Nord se beneficiaron de la 

producción de tablones de madera o el cobro ilegal de impuestos sobre estos en las 

zonas bajo su control (véase el anexo 74). Desde que el M23 empezó a ocupar amplias 

zonas de los territorios de Rutshuru, Nyiragongo y Masisi, se han cobrado impuestos  

ilegales a los transportistas de tablones de madera, lo que ha provocado un aumento 

de entre el 40 % y el 50 % en los precios de venta finales en Goma. Esto agravó el 

impacto económico del conflicto para la población de Goma y sus alrededores (véase 

el anexo 75)131. Los impuestos ilegales reportaron importantes beneficios a los grupos 

armados, que los utilizaron para mantener a sus contingentes y reforzar su capacidad 

militar. 

125. La tala ilegal e incontrolada también provocó la destrucción de importantes 

franjas de bosque virgen en zonas protegidas del Parque Nacional de Virunga. Los 

datos muestran que, desde el comienzo de la crisis relacionada con el M23 en 2021, 

la deforestación en los territorios de Nyiragongo y Rutshuru ha alcanzado niveles sin 

precedentes (véase el anexo 76). 

126. Los casos que se presentan a continuación se centran únicamente en la 

producción y el comercio ilegales de tablones de madera y el cobro de impuestos 

sobre estos, aunque las oportunidades económicas ilegales generadas por la crisis en 

Petit Nord fueron mucho más lejos. El cobro ilegal de impuestos por agentes armados 

mediante cortes de carretera afectó a todos los tipos de usuarios de las carreteras, 

incluidos los transportistas. Asimismo, los ingresos procedentes de la explotación 

ilegal de recursos naturales incluyen, entre otros, la producción de carbón, el pastoreo 

de ganado, la agricultura, el acaparamiento de tierras y la minería. Así pues, los 

beneficios de la tala y los impuestos representan solo una fracción de los ingresos de 

los agentes armados en Petit Nord.  

 

  Cobro de impuestos y tala ilegales por el Movimiento 23 de Marzo  
 

127. El M23 realizó tala ilegal, inclusive en el Parque Nacional de Virunga, y cobró 

elevados impuestos a los camiones que transportaban tablones por las zonas bajo su 

control. 

128. El M23 cobró un impuesto ilegal de 520 dólares a cada camión Fuso que 

transportaba tablones de madera. Se cobraban impuestos a los camiones procedentes 

del territorio de Lubero en los cortes de carretera de Kitshanga, territorio de Rutshuru, 

o Kirolirwe, territorio de Masisi. Los impuestos a los camiones procedentes del 

__________________ 

 131  Minoristas mayoristas en “Chez Modé”, mercados de Kihisi y Mugunga, Goma.  
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territorio de Walikale se cobraban en Mushaki, territorio de Masisi 132. Por término 

medio, cada semana transitaban semanalmente por Kitshanga 12 camiones, y el M23 

cobraba impuestos a todos ellos (véase el anexo 77). Desde enero hasta mediados de 

marzo de 2024, el M23 cobró impuestos ilegales a más de 125 camiones, lo que 

representa un importe de más de 65.000 dólares (una media de más de 300.000 dólares 

al año). 

129. El M23 controlaba la tala ilegal y la producción de tablones de madera en todo 

el sector de Mikeno, en el Parque Nacional de Virunga, a lo largo de la frontera entre 

los territorios de Nyiragongo y Rutshuru. El grupo armado talaba 40 toneladas de 

madera a la semana, lo que corresponde a 450 vigas, por un valor total de entre 40.000 

y 50.000 dólares a precios al por mayor en Goma 133. 

130. Tras su avance territorial hacia Nyanzale (véase el párr. 33), el M23 comenzó a 

ocupar zonas de tala ilegal a lo largo de la carretera Kalengera-Tongo, en el territorio 

de Rutshuru, dentro del sector principal del Parque Nacional de Virunga. Según los 

informes, la tala ilegal en esta zona también producía 40 toneladas de madera 

semanales, por lo que su valor económico era similar al de la tala en el sector de 

Mikeno134. 

 

  Cobro ilegal de impuestos y tala ilegal por los Wazalendo 
 

131. Los combatientes Wazalendo pertenecientes al CMC-FDP y la APCLS cobraron 

un impuesto de 74 dólares en Kingi, territorio de Masisi, a cada camión que 

transportaba tablones a Goma135. Para los camioneros, este impuesto se sumaba al que 

ya cobraba el M23, ya que Kingi está en un tramo posterior de la carretera de 

Kitshanga a Sake. De enero a mediados de marzo de 2024, los impuestos que 

se cobraron a 125 camiones ascendieron a 9.260 dólares, es decir, una media de 

44.000 dólares al año. Ambos grupos armados cobraron impuestos a camiones 

procedentes del territorio de Walikale en el mismo puesto de control de Buhumba, al 

noroeste de Rubaya, territorio de Masisi, antes del corte de carretera del M23 en 

Mushaki (véase el anexo 78). 

132. Durante el período del que se informa, el CMC-FDP taló 30 toneladas semanales 

de madera en el territorio de Rutshuru, entre Bukombo (centro de mando de Domi, 

líder del CMC-FDP), Pinga, Kitshanga y Peti136. Esto correspondía a 330 vigas, con 

un valor estimado de 37.500 dólares semanales a precios al por mayor en Goma, lo 

que representaba una media de 1.950.000 dólares al año. Domi tenía un almacén de 

tablones de madera en Goma que vendía los tablones que se producían137. 

 

  Ingresos procedentes del cobro de impuestos y la tala ilegales de las Fuerzas 

Democráticas de Liberación de Rwanda-Fuerzas Combatientes Abacunguzi 
 

133. Las FDLR/FCA no se dedicaban directamente a la producción de tablones, sino 

que vendían a mayoristas de tablones el “permiso” para la tala de árboles a lo largo 

de la frontera del Parque Nacional de Virunga, al suroeste de Kibumba, territorio de 

Nyiragongo (véase el anexo 79). 

__________________ 

 132  Camioneros, mayoristas, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y agentes de la sociedad civil.  

 133  Fuentes de la sociedad civil y de las Naciones Unidas, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente e 

investigadores. 

 134  Fuentes de la sociedad civil y de las Naciones Unidas, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, 

investigadores y camioneros. 

 135  Ibid. 

 136  Ibid. 

 137  Testigos presenciales, mayoristas y propietarios de tablones.  
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134. Bajo el control de las FDLR-FCA se talaban semanalmente unas 30 toneladas 

de madera mixta ordinaria y de encofrado138. Suponiendo que se produjera una parte 

igual de las dos calidades de madera, esto correspondía a 5.150 dólares semanales 

para las FDLR-FCA, es decir, una media de 268.000 dólares al año. 

135. La producción de tablones controlada por las FDLR-FCA en el territorio de 

Nyiragongo se vendía a mayoristas y era recogida en Rusayo por transportistas, 

quienes debían pagar 407 dólares a las FDLR-FCA antes de cargar los tablones 

destinados a Goma. En Rusayo, las FDLR-FCA ganaban una media de 1.425 dólares 

semanales, es decir, 74.000 dólares anuales, en impuestos ilegales.  

136. Las FDLR/FCA ganaban una cifra estimada de 340.000 dólares a l año con la 

tala y los impuestos ilegales. 

 

  Impuestos ilegales de los organismos estatales 
 

137. Según una orden de 24 de mayo de 2022 emitida por el Gobernador de Kivu del 

Norte, se prohibía a los camiones utilizar la carretera Goma-Rutshuru (RN2). Sin 

embargo, se estima que diariamente la transitaban dos o tres camiones que 

transportaban ilegalmente tablones de madera, con la complicidad de los agentes 

estatales que operaban el puesto de control conocido como “OPRP” en 

Kanyaruchinya, territorio de Nyiragongo 139 . A su llegada, por la noche, los 

transportistas pagaban 160 dólares a los agentes que vigilaban el puesto de control 

(véase el anexo 80)140. En el primer trimestre de 2024, los agentes recaudaron entre 

25.000 y 37.000 dólares en impuestos ilegales de los transportistas de tablones, lo que 

supone una media de entre 100.000 y 150.000 dólares al año141. 

 

 

 G. Explotación y comercio ilegales de minerales en Rubaya  
 

 

138. Las explotaciones mineras de la zona de Rubaya seguían bajo el control del 

grupo armado Coalición de Patriotas Resistentes Congoleses-Fuerza de Choque 

(PARECO-FF), que seguía supervisando la explotación minera en Rubaya 

(S/2023/990, párrs. 60 a 65). El M23 y la PARECO-FF establecieron una colaboración 

oportunista para el transporte de minerales extraídos en Rubaya a Mushaki, que se 

convirtió en un centro para el contrabando de minerales de Rubaya. El contrabando 

desde Mushaki hasta el destino final, a través de Tongo-Kalengera, estaba bajo el 

control exclusivo del M23. En consecuencia, los minerales de Rubaya dejaron de ser 

aptos para el comercio según las directrices de diligencia debida del Grupo 142. 

139. A principios de abril de 2024, las autoridades nacionales volvieron a  autorizar 

el comercio de minerales procedentes de Rubaya, tras la apertura de una ruta de 

tránsito a través de zonas controladas por los grupos armados de las FARDC y 

Wazalendo. Los minerales se transportaban de Rubaya a Minova, en el norte de Kivu 

del Sur, y de Minova a Goma a través del lago Kivu.  

 

__________________ 

 138  Fuentes de la sociedad civil y Ministerio de Medio Ambiente.  

 139  Ibid. 

 140  Miembros de las FARDC detenidos, justicia militar de las FARDC, Ministerio de Medio 

Ambiente y fuentes de la sociedad civil.  

 141  Entre 2 y 3 camiones x 6 días x 13 semanas x 160 dólares = entre 24.960 y 37.440 dólares.  

 142  Véase www.un.org/securitycouncil/sites/www.un.org.securitycouncil/files / 

due_diligence_guidelines.pdf . 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://unitednations-my.sharepoint.com/personal/reigsager_un_org/Documents/2407709/www.un.org/securitycouncil/sites/www.un.org.securitycouncil/files/due_diligence_guidelines.pdf
https://unitednations-my.sharepoint.com/personal/reigsager_un_org/Documents/2407709/www.un.org/securitycouncil/sites/www.un.org.securitycouncil/files/due_diligence_guidelines.pdf
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  Control de las explotaciones mineras de Rubaya por la Coalición de Patriotas 

Resistentes Congoleses-Fuerza de Choque 
 

140. Las imágenes de vigilancia aérea de enero de 2024 y los informes de los 

habitantes de Rubaya muestran la continuación de la minería en Rubaya (S/2023/990, 

párrs. 60 a 65) y la apertura de nuevas explotaciones en las laderas sureste de la colina 

de Rubaya y la explotación conocida como “D2 Bibatama”, situada dentro de la 

explotación PE 4731 143 . El anexo 81 contiene pruebas de la continuación de la 

explotación y el control de las minas por combatientes de la PARECO-FF 

comandados por Shamamba Barigaruye Enoch, el presidente de la PARECO-FF 

(S/2023/990, anexo 43; y S/2021/560, párr. 62). La Iniciativa sobre la Cadena de 

Suministro de Estaño (ITSCI) informó al Grupo de que, entre diciembre de 2023 y 

enero de 2024, las cooperativas mineras adheridas a la ITSCI habían registrado unas 

46 toneladas de minerales extraídos en Rubaya 144. 

 

  Control de las rutas de comercio de minerales por la Coalición de Patriotas 

Resistentes Congoleses-Fuerza de Choque y el Movimiento 23 de Marzo 
 

141. En diciembre de 2023, el M23 tomó el control de Mushaki y Karuba y cortó la 

última ruta que quedaba para transportar minerales desde Rubaya hasta los puntos de 

exportación en Goma. En consecuencia, dos servicios estatales de la República 

Democrática del Congo (el Servicio de Asistencia y Apoyo de la Explotación Minera 

Artesanal y de Pequeña Escala y la División de Minas, ambos responsables de regular 

las actividades mineras artesanales, se retiraron de Rubaya, lo que obligó a la ITSCI 

a suspender toda la actividad de marcado en el territorio de Masisi a partir del 8 de 

diciembre de 2023 (véase el anexo 82). Sin embargo, la explotación y el comercio de 

minerales no cesaron (véase el anexo 83). Algunos négociants (compradores) 

siguieron transportando minerales sin etiquetar de Rubaya a Goma, arriesgándose a 

que la PARECO-FF, NDC-R Mapenzi o el M23 les cobraran impuestos ilegales. En 

el momento de redactarse este informe, 36 toneladas de minerales no etiquetados, 

extraídos tras la suspensión, estaban en cuarentena en un almacén designado por la 

Comisión Nacional de Lucha contra el Fraude Minero en Goma.  

142. El 17 de febrero de 2024, la PARECO-FF intentó ampliar su control también a 

las actividades de comercio de minerales entre Rubaya y Mushaki (véase el anexo  84). 

Por ejemplo, el 28 de febrero de 2024, unos combatientes de la PARECO-FF 

detuvieron un camión cargado con tres toneladas de coltán en Bihambwe, territorio 

de Masisi145.  

143. Sin embargo, NDC-R Mapenzi cuestionó el monopolio de la PARECO-FF sobre 

el comercio entre Rubaya y Mushaki y discrepó sobre la necesidad de comerciar con 

minerales a través de las zonas controladas por el M23. El Grupo señala que hasta 

principios de abril de 2024, cuando los minerales empezaron a comercializarse a 

través del lago Kivu, estos se habían comercializado exclusivamente a través de las 

rutas controladas por el M23. Los comerciantes que recogían minerales en Rubaya 

pasaban por Mushaki, bajo el control del M23, antes de continuar hacia Kibumba, a 

través de Kilolirwe, Bwiza, Tongo y Kalengera 146. Posteriormente, al menos parte de 

los minerales de Rubaya cruzaban la frontera rwandesa como contrabando147. 

__________________ 

 143  Imágenes aéreas, sociedad civil y habitantes de Rubaya.  

 144  Respuesta de la International Tin Association a la solicitud de información del Grupo.  

 145  Fuentes de las FARDC, de la sociedad civil y de las Naciones Unidas e investigadores.  

 146  Fuentes locales, de las Naciones Unidas, de la sociedad civil, de la Dirección General de 

Migración y de las FARDC e investigadores.  

 147  Fuentes de la sociedad civil y de las Naciones Unidas, investigadores y transportistas de 

minerales.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2021/560
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144. El Grupo observa que en 2023 Rwanda registró un aumento sin precedentes de 

las exportaciones de coltán, lo que supone un 50 % más que en 2022. 

 

  Reanudación del comercio en abril de 2024 y riesgos para la cadena 

de suministro 
 

145. A principios de abril de 2024, el Gobernador de Kivu del Norte decidió abrir 

una nueva ruta para transportar minerales de Rubaya a Goma (véase el párr. 139), con 

lo que se readmitieron los minerales de Rubaya en la cadena de suministro (véase el 

anexo 85). Esta decisión hacía caso omiso del control documentado de los lugares de 

explotación de Rubaya por la PARECO-FF. Sin embargo, el Grupo señala que el 

control por parte de este grupo armado hizo que los minerales producidos en Rubaya 

no pudieran comercializarse. 

146. Además, los mineros, los comerciantes y los representantes de la sociedad civil 

informaron sobre el contrabando entre concesiones en Rubaya (S/2021/560, 

anexo 49), como también confirma el análisis de los datos de producción detallados 

en el anexo 86148. 

147. El Grupo presentó sus conclusiones sobre el contrabando en las concesiones y 

el control de la ruta de comercio de minerales por los grupos armados a la ITSCI, la 

cual dijo que no había recibido ningún informe sobre el control por los grupos 

armados Wazalendo de los yacimientos que supervisa. La ITSCI también señaló que 

la ausencia de control estatal sobre la explotación PE 4731 seguía planteando riesgos 

significativos para los yacimientos que supervisaba. La ITSCI afirmó que había 

comunicado exhaustivamente estos riesgos a las empresas que la integraban para que 

ejercieran su diligencia debida. 

148. El 7 de marzo de 2024, la Responsible Minerals Initiative (Iniciativa de 

Minerales Responsables), una de las principales alianzas de las etapas posteriores de 

la industria, emitió una nota dirigida a sus miembros en la que les alertaba del riesgo 

de que los minerales no aptos para el comercio (procedentes de la provincia de Kivu 

Norte, en particular de la zona de Rubaya) entraran en las cadenas de suministro 

(véase el anexo 87). 

 

 

 III. Ituri 
 

 

 A. El falso compromiso con la paz del grupo armado Zaire  
 

 

149. En enero de 2024, el grupo Zaire reconoció su existencia como “grupo armado 

de autodefensa” y declaró su intención de unirse al proceso de paz (S/2022/479, 

párrs. 101 a 104). Los líderes del grupo Zaire se comprometieron a facilitar la libre 

circulación de civiles, impedir que sus combatientes portaran armas y llevar a cabo el 

desarme, entre otras medidas (véase el anexo 88). El compromiso del grupo Zaire de 

poner fin a las hostilidades duró poco, y las pruebas indican que fue falso desde el 

principio. El grupo permaneció armado y activo en los territorios de Yugu, Mahagi y 

Aru (S/2022/967, párrs. 87 a 91; y S/2023/990, anexos 49 y 50) y siguió atacando o 

repeliendo incursiones de la Cooperativa para el Desarrollo del Congo/Unión de 

Revolucionarios para la Defensa del Pueblo Congolés (CODECO/URDPC), 

defendiendo explotaciones mineras o luchando para obtener el control de nuevas 

zonas. 

 

__________________ 

 148  Mineros y habitantes de Rubaya y fuentes de la sociedad civil y de las Naciones Unidas.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2021/560
https://undocs.org/es/S/2022/479
https://undocs.org/es/S/2022/967
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
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  Obtención de armas y movilización del grupo Zaire 
 

150. Varias fuentes indicaron que mientras el grupo Zaire se preparaba para la 

iniciativa de paz en Bunia en enero de 2024, sus líderes estaban recogiendo armas 

inservibles para entregarlas a las autoridades provinciales, aparentemente para fingir 

que realizaba verdaderos esfuerzos de desarme149. En paralelo, Zaire intensificó la 

adquisición de armas. El Grupo recibió testimonios sobre la continua adquisición de 

material de guerra a través de redes de tráfico en Rwanda, Uganda y Sudán del Sur 150. 

Varias fuentes informaron de que las armas obtenidas a través de redes regionales o 

locales se almacenaron en Mbidjo y Mabanga, territorio de Yugu151. El Grupo también 

autenticó grabaciones de video de marzo de 2024 que mostraban a combatientes del 

grupo Zaire fuertemente armados en una lancha rápida y una camioneta (véase el 

anexo 89). El 10 de febrero de 2024, los líderes del grupo Zaire celebraron una 

reunión en Mbidjo para perfeccionar la estrategia militar del grupo y distribuir nuevos 

uniformes entre los combatientes152. 

151. La dirección del grupo Zaire decidió seguir recaudando dinero de la comunidad 

hema para apoyar su actividad bélica153 , y desplegó a combatientes armados para 

proteger explotaciones mineras y repeler incursiones de la CODECO/URPDC. La 

minería siguió siendo la principal fuente de financiación del grupo Zaire, ya que 

controlaba cerca de 300 yacimientos mineros en Dala, Mabanga, Mbidjo y Nyaka, 

entre otros lugares (véanse los párrs. 167 a 170) 154. 

 

  Contactos de la Alianza Río Congo con el grupo Zaire 
 

152. En diciembre de 2023, tras la puesta en marcha de la AFC, algunos grupos 

armados establecidos en Ituri, incluido el grupo Zaire, rechazaron su presunta 

pertenencia a la AFC (véase el anexo 90). Sin embargo, la AFC persistió en su empeño 

por forjar o consolidar alianzas, entre otros, con el grupo Zaire (véase el párr. 28). A 

principios de febrero de 2024, unos delegados de la AFC viajaron a Dala para reunirse 

con el liderazgo del grupo Zaire, y a principios de marzo de 2024 los líderes del grupo 

Zaire, incluido Logo Marine, se reunieron con Corneille Nangaa en Kampala 155 . Cabe 

señalar que algunos líderes del grupo Zaire tenían vínculos históricos con líderes del 

Congreso Nacional para la Defensa del Pueblo (CNDP) que forman parte del 

liderazgo actual del M23. Además, los combatientes del grupo Zaire recibieron 

anteriormente formación militar en campamentos del M23 en Bunagana y Tchanzu 

(S/2023/990, párr. 77). Algunas fuentes informaron al Grupo de que las opiniones en 

el seno del G5 (S/2023/431, párr. 110), en particular la comunidad hema, sobre una 

posible alianza AFC-M23 seguían divididas156. 

 

 

 B. Cooperativa para el Desarrollo del Congo/Unión de 

Revolucionarios para la Defensa del Pueblo Congolés  
 

 

153. La CODECO/URDPC siguió siendo violenta y atacando indiscriminadamente a 

civiles, campamentos para desplazados internos y agentes humanitarios (véase el 

__________________ 

 149  Fuentes de las FARDC, de inteligencia, de la sociedad civil y de las Naciones Unidas e 

investigadores. 

 150  Ibid. 

 151  Sociedad civil, investigadores, inteligencia y excombatientes.  

 152  Inteligencia, FARDC y grupos armados. Véase también S/2023/990, párr. 77. 

 153  Fuentes de las FARDC, de inteligencia, de las Naciones Unidas y de la sociedad civil, 

combatientes de grupos armados e investigadores.  

 154  Excombatientes y fuentes de la sociedad civil.  

 155  Grupo Zaire y una fuente de inteligencia.  

 156  Fuentes del grupo Zaire, de inteligencia, de la sociedad civil y de las FARDC e investigadores.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
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párr. 159) y atacando a las fuerzas de seguridad (S/2023/431, párrs. 104 a 112; y 

S/2023/990, párrs. 76 y 77 y anexos 49 y 50). Los ataques de la CODECO/URDPC 

aumentaron en intensidad, principalmente alrededor de zonas mineras, lo que rompió 

un período de calma relativa. 

154. Bassa Zurkpa Gershom y Desire Nkuna Kiza, el portavoz y secretario de defensa 

de la CODECO/URDPC, respectivamente, dijeron que el movimiento seguía bajo el 

mando global del “General” Bahati Charite, que coordinaba las diversas facciones 

desde el cuartel general de la CODECO/URDPC en Ndalo, territorio de Yugu, y que 

todas las decisiones se tomaban en el plano del cuartel general157 . Dijeron que la 

CODECO/URDPC estaba definiéndose pero seguía comprometida a poner fin a las 

hostilidades, siempre que su rival, el grupo Zaire, se desarmara y las FARDC dejaran 

de atacar a la comunidad lendu. Por cierto, los dos líderes reconocieron la 

participación de la CODECO/URDPC en el ataque realizado en Lala, aunque esta 

afirmaba que el ataque no tuvo como objetivo a civiles (S/2023/990, párrs. 78 a 80). 

155. La CODECO/URDPC siguió reclutando a combatientes, por la fuerza o 

voluntariamente, y formándolos y rearmándolos158. También siguió participando en 

enfrentamientos por el control de zonas de extracción, como se detalla en el anexo 91. 

156. En sus intentos de frenar la violencia armada en Ituri, las FARDC y la 

MONUSCO lanzaron operaciones militares contra la CODECO/URDPC, con escaso 

efecto (véase el anexo 92). Sin embargo, los grupos armados se mantuvieron activos 

en todo el territorio de Yugu y siguieron actuando de manera desafiante 159. 

 

 

 C. Violaciones del derecho internacional humanitario y el derecho 

internacional de los derechos humanos 
 

 

157. La CODECO/URDPC, compuesta de varias facciones sobre las que ejercía el 

mando y control (véase el párr. 154), siguió perpetrando graves violaciones del 

derecho internacional humanitario y el derecho internacional de los derechos 

humanos, entre ellas: a) ataques indiscriminados contra civiles que constituían actos 

sancionables, como asesinatos, ejecuciones, secuestros, torturas, saqueos y 

destrucción de bienes; b) ataques al personal humanitario y los hospitales, lo que 

obstruía el acceso a una asistencia humanitaria vital; y c) ataques contra el personal 

de mantenimiento de la paz que protegía a los civiles. 

158. El grupo Zaire participó en incidentes esporádicos que dieron lugar a asesinatos 

de civiles, secuestros y saqueos de bienes, aunque en mucha menor medida que la 

CODECO/URDPC160.  

159. Desde enero de 2024, los enfrentamientos entre la CODECO/URDPC y el grupo 

Zaire se reavivaron. De acuerdo con su modus operandi documentado (S/2023/431, 

párr. 125), la CODECO/URDPC respondió con ataques brutales contra civiles (véanse 

los párrs. 160 y 161)161. La población de desplazados internos del territorio de Yugu, 

especialmente alrededor de Drodro y Bule, sufrió asesinatos, secuestros y saqueos 

sistemáticos a manos de la CODECO/URDPC, especialmente cuando los desplazados 

__________________ 

 157  Reunión en grupo con dos líderes de la Cooperativa para el Desarrollo del Congo/Unión de 

Revolucionarios para la Defensa del Pueblo Congolés.  

 158  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas, humanitarias, de las FARDC y de inteligencia, líderes 

comunitarios e investigadores.  

 159  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas, humanitarias, de las FARDC y de inteligencia, líderes 

comunitarios, investigadores y combatientes.  

 160  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas, humanitarias, de las FARDC, de inteligencia y de la sociedad 

civil, líderes comunitarios, investigadores y combatientes.  

 161  Ibid. 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
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internos realizaban sus actividades agrícolas o comerciales diarias 162 . Además, la 

CODECO/URDPC atacó frecuentemente a personal y vehículos humanitarios (véase 

el anexo 93). El 6 de marzo, la CODECO/URDPC atacó y saqueó el hospital de 

Drodro, el principal centro médico que atendía a la gran población de desplazados 

internos, y mató a una paciente anciana hema en su cama del hospital. Debido a ello, 

algunos agentes humanitarios clave se retiraron de la zona, lo que privó de un apoyo 

esencial al hospital y a los centros de salud de los asentamientos para desplazados 

internos (véase el anexo 94)163. La CODECO/URDPC también tendió emboscadas al 

personal de mantenimiento de la paz de la MONUSCO desplegado para proteger a 

los civiles de los ataques de la CODECO/URDPC164. 

 

  Secuestro y ejecución de civiles por la Cooperativa para el Desarrollo del 

Congo/Unión de Revolucionarios para la Defensa del Pueblo Congolés  
 

160. El 16 de febrero de 2024, los combatientes de la CODECO/URDPC 

secuestraron, en su corte de carretera de Tali, jefatura de Bahema-Nord, a 25 civiles 

como represalia por el asesinato de tres combatientes de la CODECO/URDPC 

cometido anteriormente por el grupo Zaire. Al menos 15 civiles fueron enterrados 

vivos en un foso y la mayoría murieron de asfixia. Todavía se desconoce el destino 

de las demás víctimas secuestradas. Se mencionó al “General” Awilo y los 

comandantes Serge Dekana y su adjunto Dany, de la tercera brigada de la 

CODECO/URDPC posicionada en Tali, como responsables de ordenar el secuestro y 

la ejecución (véase el anexo 95)165. 

161. El 6 de abril de 2024, los combatientes de la facción “Bin Temple” de la 

CODECO/URDPC, del comandante Kadogo (S/2023/431, párrs. 105 y 107), mataron 

al menos a 15 personas y secuestraron a otros 18 civiles durante un ataque contra 

Galay, en el sector de Banyali-Kilo. Las víctimas secuestradas fueron trasladadas a la 

base CODECO/URDPC-Bon Temple en Andisa. El 8 de abril, 15 rehenes, incluidas 

tres mujeres y un bebé recién nacido, fueron quemados vivos en Andisa (véase el 

anexo 96)166. 

 

 

 D. Enriquecimiento de los grupos armados y de elementos de las 

Fuerzas Armadas de la República Democrática del Congo 

mediante la explotación y el comercio del oro  
 

 

162. La explotación y el comercio del oro siguieron siendo una fuente clave de 

enriquecimiento para los grupos armados y algunos miembros de las FARDC en la 

provincia de Ituri (S/2023/990, anexo 50; y S/2022/479, párrs. 107 a 123). 

163. En el territorio de Yugu, de las 36 explotaciones mineras estudiadas por el 

Grupo, los miembros de las FARDC, el grupo Zaire y CODECO/URDPC controlaban 

una producción semanal de oro de más de 29 kg (véase el anexo 97). La mayoría de 

los líderes de grupos armados, muchos de los cuales realizaban anteriormente 

actividades de comercio o minería de oro, aprovecharon su posición de poder para 

ejercer el control sobre la producción y el comercio167. 

 

__________________ 

 162  Fuentes de la MONUSCO, humanitarias, de la sociedad civil y de inteligencia y líderes 

comunitarios. 

 163  Ibid. 

 164  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas, de las FARDC y de inteligencia. 

 165  Fuentes de las Naciones Unidas, de las FARDC, de inteligencia, de la sociedad civil y 

comunitarias, y pruebas fotográficas.  

 166  Ibid. 

 167  Agentes económicos, investigadores y fuentes confidenciales.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2022/479
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  El “General” Lango, de la Cooperativa para el Desarrollo del Congo/Unión 

de Revolucionarios para la Defensa del Pueblo Congolés 
 

164. En enero de 2024, el “General” Lango, un comandante de la CODECO/URDPC 

establecido en Mbau, controlaba en la práctica la mina “Morgue”, situada en la 

agrupación de Sésélé, con lo que se enriqueció a sí mismo y a la CODECO/URDPC 

mediante el cobro ilegal de impuestos a los operadores de la mina.  

165. Lango asignaba a los combatientes la responsabilidad de supervisar la 

recaudación de impuestos. Los mineros que trabajaban en el yacimiento informaron 

de que se les obligaba a remitir el 30 % de su producción en la mina a la 

CODECO/URDPC168. Lango pedía también un pago mensual de 100 dólares a los 

propietarios de minas en funcionamiento. Los excavadores y los propietarios de minas 

informaron de que había 40 minas en funcionamiento, que representaban un promedio 

de 4.000 dólares en ingresos mensuales para Lango. El propietario de una mina indicó 

que él y su familia fueron acosados por asociados de Lango después de negarse a 

pagar el impuesto. 

166. En ocasiones se cobraban impuestos más altos a los excavadores que no eran 

lendus, minoritarios con respecto a los lendus. En enero de 2024, por ejemplo, los 

combatientes de Lango exigieron que los excavadores hemas pagaran el equivalente 

a 180 dólares, casi el doble de la cantidad de impuestos que se cobraba a los 

excavadores lendus. 

 

  El comandante del grupo Zaire Baraka Maki 
 

167. Baraka Maki, un comandante del grupo Zaire ubicado en la zona de Mabanga, 

ha establecido un sistema depredador en torno a la extracción de oro, por el que cobra 

impuestos a los mineros artesanales y semiindustriales y explota directamente las 

zonas de extracción. 

168. Varias fuentes, incluidos oficiales de administración minera, agentes de la 

sociedad civil y agentes económicos que llevaban a cabo actividades mineras en la 

zona, informaron de que Baraka poseía excavadoras mecánicas para la extracción de 

oro en el río Shari, alrededor de Mabanga. En su punto máximo, esta actividad 

generaba una producción semanal de 5 kg de oro, lo que representaba un valor medio 

de más de 1 millón de dólares mensuales al precio de mercado. Los oficiales de 

administración minera de Ituri informaron de que, durante una visita de inspección, 

Baraka les negó el acceso a los yacimientos que este controlaba. Anteriormente, 

Baraka vendía su oro directamente en Kampala. En 2023, dejó de viajar a Uganda por 

razones de seguridad. Actualmente, su principal comprador es un comerciante 

llamado “Yankee”, ubicado en Iga-Barriére169. 

169. Varias fuentes informaron de que los combatientes del grupo Zaire comandados 

por Baraka cobraron impuestos a la producción artesanal en todos los yacimientos 

activos en la zona de Mabanga. Entre los diversos impuestos que se cobraban había 

un impuesto fijo que los grupos armados denominaban “impuesto de seguridad”, 

equivalente a cerca del 20 % de la producción170. 

170. Además, cada operador semiindustrial estaba obligado a remitir un promedio de 

1.500 dólares mensuales a Baraka. Este impuesto se complementaba con impuestos 

más altos intermitentes, que en ocasiones podían ser de hasta 5.000 dólares 171. Un 

agente económico entrevistado por el Grupo confirmó que había pagado 5.000 dólares 

__________________ 

 168  Excavadores. 

 169  Agentes económicos, sociedad civil e investigadores.  

 170  Administración minera, excavadores y fuentes de la sociedad civil.  

 171  Ibid. 
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directamente a Baraka en diciembre de 2023. La misma fuente indicó que se obligó a 

todos los demás operadores económicos de la zona a realizar estas contribuciones de 

forma ocasional; de lo contrario, se les habría prohibido funcionar.  

 

  Negociaciones de las Fuerzas Armadas de la República Democrática del Congo 

en el sector minero de Ituri 
 

171. La participación de algunos oficiales y soldados de las FARDC en el sector 

minero y otras actividades económicas ilícitas en Ituri siguió siendo generalizada, 

como se ha documentado anteriormente (S/2022/967, párrs. 97 a 101). Varias fuentes 

de las FARDC y de seguridad informaron de que esto estaba desviando a los 

contingentes de las operaciones militares a las que estaban destinados dentro de la 

provincia. Según un estudio realizado por los servicios de inteligencia de la República 

Democrática del Congo, el 70 % de los contingentes de las FARDC desplegados en 

Ituri estuvieron implicados en el cobro de impuestos en carreteras y la prestación de 

servicios de seguridad de pago para empresas mineras privadas. La correspondencia 

del Gobernador militar reconoció la escala de este problema en la provincia de Ituri 

(véase el anexo 98). 

172. También se informó al Grupo sobre la participación ilícita desde 2023 de 

soldados de la Guardia Republicana en la explotación del oro en el perímetro PE 39 

ubicado en Djalasiga, territorio de Mahagi. Presuntamente, la Guardia Republicana 

estaba protegiendo la mina en nombre de personas y agentes económicos 

políticamente expuestos172. Hasta noviembre de 2023, la Guardia Republicana tenía 

posiciones fijas establecidas en estas explotaciones. Posteriormente, han trasladado 

su base a Aungba y realizan visitas esporádicas a las explotaciones para supervisar 

ilegalmente la actividad minera. 

173. El “presidente” de la AFC, Corneille Nangaa (véase el párr. 23) informó al 

Grupo de que la explotación PE 39 era propiedad suya a través de la empresa conjunta 

“Codo Resources” establecida con la Societé Minière de Kilo Moto (Sokimo), pero 

que a finales de 2019 le fue arrebatada ilegalmente. 

174. Varias fuentes indicaron que la Guardia Republicana también había  encargado 

a un hombre, al que se presentó como Mugisha Saidi, la labor de recaudar el 30  % de 

la producción minera artesanal de la zona173. Las mismas fuentes indicaron al Grupo 

que esta recaudación tenía por objetivo principalmente las minas activas en lo s 

yacimientos de Kolwezi, Zani y Codo. 

 

 

 IV. Kivu del Sur 
 

 

 A. Impacto de la crisis relacionada con el Movimiento 23 de Marzo, 

las tensiones Burundi-Rwanda, y los vínculos entre el Movimiento 

23 de Marzo, la Alianza Río Congo y los grupos armados  
 

 

  Grupos armados en el norte de Kivu del Sur  
 

175. Los grupos armados que operaban en los territorios situados al norte de Kivu 

del Sur, principalmente Raia Mutomboki y el Movimiento Congolés para la Defensa 

del Pueblo y de la Integridad Nacional (MCDPIN), siguieron movilizándose e 

intensificando sus actividades, usando la crisis del M23 y la condición de 

“Wazalendo” para asegurar su legitimidad y pedir apoyo a las autoridades de la 

República Democrática del Congo (S/2023/990, párr. 83). Durante reuniones con el 

__________________ 

 172  Testigos presenciales, excavadores y fuentes de seguridad y de la sociedad civil.  

 173  Ibid. 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2022/967
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
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Grupo celebradas en enero de 2024, los líderes de Raia Mutomboki y el Movimiento 

Congolés para la Defensa del Pueblo y de la Integridad Nacional confirmaron que se 

habían movilizado de nuevo tras el llamamiento del Presidente de la República 

Democrática del Congo a luchar contra el M23 (S/2022/967, párr. 34). 

176. Algunos de estos grupos armados enviaron a combatientes a Kivu del Norte en 

octubre de 2023 (S/2023/990, párrs. 86 y 87). Sin embargo, al cabo de dos semanas, 

casi todos habían regresado a Kivu del Sur. Los líderes de Raia Mutomboki y el 

Movimiento Congolés para la Defensa del Pueblo y de la Integridad Nacional 

informaron de que pese a que una vez llegados a Kivu del Norte se pusieron en 

contacto con las autoridades de las FARDC, incluido Constant Ndima, el entonces 

Gobernador militar, estos grupos armados no recibieron el apoyo previsto, lo que les 

hizo regresar a Kivu del Sur (véase el anexo 99).  

177. A principios de 2024, varios líderes de Raia Mutomboki decidieron enviar de 

nuevo contingentes a Kivu del Norte. No obstante, en lugar de que sus contingentes 

participaran en combates contra el M23 y la FDR, se concentraron en ampliar su 

control territorial, aumentar el cobro de impuestos, explotar los recursos naturales e 

intensificar el reclutamiento, inclusive de niños 174 . En consecuencia, los 

enfrentamientos entre las facciones del Raia Mutomboki y el Movimiento Congolés 

para la Defensa del Pueblo y de la Integridad Nacional, así como dentro de sus propias 

filas, fueron recurrentes. Desde febrero de 2024, las autoridades de la República 

Democrática del Congo emitieron varias órdenes de detención contra los líderes de 

Raia Mutomboki y el Movimiento Congolés para la Defensa del Pueblo y de la 

Integridad Nacional, que dieron lugar a la detención del líder de Raia Mutomboki, 

Shabani, en marzo de 2024 (S/2023/990, anexo 52)175.  

 

  Impacto de las tensiones Burundi-Rwanda 
 

178. Las tensiones entre Burundi y Rwanda (véase el anexo 100) repercutieron en las 

dinámicas de los grupos armados en Kivu del Sur. Ambos países reanudaron o 

intensificaron sus contactos con los grupos armados que operaban en la República 

Democrática del Congo y su apoyo a estos, a fin de ampliar su influencia sobre 

ellos176, con lo que aumentó el riesgo de que las guerras subsidiarias se ampliaran a 

Kivu del Sur (véanse los párrs. 81 a 87).  

 

  Apoyo de Rwanda a RED Tabara 
 

179. Tras brindar apoyo a RED Tabara en 2015 y 2016 (S/2016/466, párrs. 46 a 50), 

y de nuevo en 2018 y 2019177, Rwanda renovó su apoyo al grupo armado a finales de 

2022 (S/2023/431, párr. 140). Rwanda se puso en contacto con el “General” Gisiga 

(también conocido como “Kisiga”), el comandante de operaciones de RED Tabara 

(S/2021/560, párr. 159) para ofrecerle apoyo a cambio de unirse al M23 con 

combatientes, en colaboración con Twirwaneho (S/2023/431, párr. 139)178 . Gisiga 

convenció a varios oficiales y combatientes de RED Tabara para que se unieran al 

M23 sin informar previamente al liderazgo de RED Tabara, en particular a Jean-

Claude Bayanga y Alexis Sinduhije (S/2019/469, párr. 80)179. Esta iniciativa fracasó, 

__________________ 

 174  Ibid. 

 175  Investigadores y fuentes de la sociedad civil y de las Naciones Unidas.  

 176  Ambos países negaron esta colaboración.  

 177  FARDC, investigadores y fuentes de seguridad, de inteligencia, diplomáticas y de las Naciones 

Unidas. 

 178  Alexis Sinduhije, investigadores y fuentes de inteligencia, diplomáticas y de las Naciones 

Unidas. 

 179  Sinduhije negó ser uno de los líderes de RED Tabara durante una reunión con el Grupo.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2022/967
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2016/466
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2021/560
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2019/469
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y Gisiga fue ejecutado tras un juicio sumario por el liderazgo de RED Tabara180, que 

en ese momento rechazaba la oferta de Rwanda (véase el anexo 101). Múltiples 

fuentes confirmaron que RED Tabara había revisado desde entonces su postura y se 

había beneficiado de que Rwanda facilitara la logística, el reclutamiento 181  y la 

circulación de combatientes a través de Rwanda182.  

180. En particular, algunas fuentes informaron de que tras el despliegue de las FDNB 

en Petit Nord (véanse los párrs. 81 a 87), Rwanda facilitó el paso a Burundi de 

combatientes de RED Tabara que participaron en ataques en Burundi, junto a otros 

combatientes de RED Tabara procedentes de la República Democrática del Congo. 

Esto incluyó el ataque en Vugizo en diciembre de 2023, que según se informó causó 

la muerte de 20 civiles183. El Presidente de Burundi, Évariste Ndayishimiye, denunció 

públicamente el apoyo rwandés a RED Tabara, lo que Rwanda rechazó. RED Tabara 

reivindicó rápidamente el ataque contra una posición militar 184 , 185 , pero negó 

cualquier colaboración con Rwanda y el M23, y acusó a los militares burundeses de 

ser los responsables de los asesinatos (véase el anexo 102)186. 

181. Poco después del ataque de Vugizo, el Presidente de Burundi decidió cerrar las 

fronteras de Burundi con Rwanda e hizo más patente su despliegue militar en Kivu 

del Norte (véase el párr. 83). Ambos países empezaron a reforzar sus contingentes a 

lo largo de sus fronteras comunes y dentro de la República Democrática del Congo 

(véase el anexo 103). 

 

  Colaboración de Burundi con el Consejo Nacional para la Renovación 

de la Democracia-Fuerzas de Liberación Nacional/Jeva 
 

182. Desde la reanudación del apoyo de Rwanda a RED Tabara, Burundi reanudó la 

colaboración con el Consejo Nacional para la Renovación de la Democracia-Fuerzas 

de Liberación Nacional (CNRD-FLN) dirigido por Jeva (S/2023/431, párr. 133), con 

el que tenía vínculos de larga data. En particular, el CNRD-FLN facilitó las 

operaciones de las FDNB contra RED Tabara en Kivu del Sur a principios de 2023 

(véase el anexo 104)187. Además, varias fuentes informaron de que Burundi había 

impartido formación a los contingentes del CNRD-FLN desde finales de 2023 para 

luchar contra el M23188. 

 

  Colaboración de Rwanda con el Consejo Nacional para la Renovación 

de la Democracia-Fuerzas de Liberación Nacional/Jeva 
 

183. Varias fuentes informaron de que la colaboración entre Rwanda y Hamada, el 

antiguo comandante militar del CNRD-FLN, había aumentado a lo largo de 2023189, 

sobre todo para contrarrestar los crecientes contactos entre Burundi y el CNRD-FLN 

dirigido por Jeva. Rwanda también alentó la colaboración entre Hamada y los grupos 

armados de oposición burundeses. El liderazgo de CNRD-FLN sospechaba que 

__________________ 

 180  Alexis Sinduhije, investigadores y fuentes de inteligencia, diplomáticas y de las  Naciones 

Unidas. 

 181  Especialmente en el campamento de refugiados de Mahama, en Rwanda. Véase también 

S/2016/466, párr. 46. 

 182  Investigadores y fuentes de seguridad, de inteligencia, diplomáticas y de las Naciones Unidas. 

Sinduhije negó esto al Grupo.  

 183  Véase https://twitter.com/NtareHouse/status/1738612276284756360 . 

 184  Véase https://twitter.com/Red_Tabara/status/1738543742544412921 . 

 185  Véase https://twitter.com/Red_Tabara/status/1738543742544412921 . 

 186  Véase https://twitter.com/Red_Tabara/status/1740784144794239460 . 

 187  Autoridades locales de la República Democrática del Congo, investigadores y fuentes de la 

sociedad civil y las Naciones Unidas. 

 188  Investigadores y fuentes de inteligencia, de seguridad y de las Naciones Unidas.  

 189  Fuentes de seguridad, diplomáticas y de las Naciones Unidas e investigadores.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2016/466
https://twitter.com/NtareHouse/status/1738612276284756360
https://twitter.com/Red_Tabara/status/1738543742544412921
https://twitter.com/Red_Tabara/status/1738543742544412921
https://twitter.com/Red_Tabara/status/1740784144794239460
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Hamada, que se había escindido del grupo principal liderado por Jeva en 2023, 

colaboraba con Rwanda (S/2023/431, anexo 72). Desde la escisión, Hamada se había 

trasladado a Hewa Bora, en Kivu del Sur, con un pequeño número de combatientes y 

equipo, donde estuvo ubicado conjuntamente con el grupo armado de oposición 

Fuerzas Nacionales de Liberación190. 

 

  Cambio de actitud de Burundi hacia los grupos armados congoleses 
 

184. Con el reciente acuerdo militar entre Burundi y la República Democrática del 

Congo (véase el párr. 81), Burundi ya no necesitaba a los grupos armados congoleses 

como intermediarios o exploradores para realizar operaciones en la República 

Democrática del Congo (S/2023/431, párr. 138)191 . Dado que la mayoría de estos 

grupos armados, establecidos en la llanura de Ruzizi, intensificaron sus abusos contra 

la población (sobre todo el asesinato, el secuestro, la extorsión y el saqueo de ganado, 

especialmente contra la comunidad banyamulenge), Burundi detuvo a varios líderes 

Mai-Mai en Burundi y proporcionó información a las autoridades de la República 

Democrática del Congo que condujo a la detención por las FARDC de líderes Mai -

Mai como Kijangala, Kapapa y Buhirwa entre abril de 2023 y enero de 2024 192. 

 

  Vínculos entre grupos armados locales, el Movimiento 23 de Marzo, la Alianza 

Río Congo y Rwanda, y tensiones posteriores 
 

185. Las autoridades rwandesas, el M23 y la AFC siguieron entablando contacto con 

grupos armados congoleses establecidos en Kivu del Sur o colaborando directa o 

indirectamente con ellos (S/2023/431, párr. 142), entre otras cosas para unirse a la 

AFC193. 

186. Varios representantes de grupos armados de Kivu del Sur viajaron a Nairobi 

para participar en reuniones preparatorias que condujeron al anuncio de la creación 

de la AFC en diciembre de 2023 (véase el párr. 23)194. Entre ellos estaba Mkangya 

Nyamachabo, alias Microbe, que representaba al “General” Ebuela, líder de las 

Fuerzas de Patriotas para la Defensa del Congo, así como Jacques Naluhogola, 

Presidente de las Fuerzas Armadas Biloze Bishambuke 195. En enero de 2024, Microbe 

fue detenido por las autoridades de la República Democrática del Congo, que también 

encontraron documentos de viaje en su domicilio con sellos de entrada en Kenya, 

Uganda y Rwanda en diciembre de 2023 bajo un nombre falso.  

187. Los vínculos entre el M23, Rwanda y la AFC ilustran las colaboraciones 

oportunistas entre los líderes de grupos armados (véase el anexo 105). 

188. Estos vínculos con el M23, Rwanda y la AFC causaron tensiones cada vez 

mayores entre los grupos armados de Kivu del Sur y en el seno de estos a lo largo de 

los últimos meses. Por un lado, los continuos rumores sobre la apertura de un 

segundo frente del M23 en Kivu del Sur, en particular con Twirwaneho como 

__________________ 

 190  Liderazgo del Consejo Nacional para la Renovación y la Democracia, fuentes de las FARDC, de 

seguridad, de la sociedad civil y de las Naciones Unidas e investigadores.  

 191  Autoridades locales de la República Democrática del Congo, fuentes de inteligencia, de 

seguridad y de las Naciones Unidas e investigadores. 

 192  FARDC, autoridades locales de la República Democrática del Congo, investigadores y fuentes 

de inteligencia, de seguridad, de la sociedad civil y de las Naciones Unidas.  

 193  Líderes de grupos armados de Kivu del Sur, FARDC, investigadores y fuentes de inteligencia, 

de seguridad, de la sociedad civil, diplomáticas y de las Naciones Unidas.  

 194  Representantes de grupos armados, investigadores y fuentes de inteligencia, de seguridad, 

diplomáticas y de las Naciones Unidas.  

 195  Se indicó que las Fuerzas Armadas Biloze Bishambuke eran uno de los grupos armados con los 

que el Coronel Mirindi se había puesto en contacto a principios de 2023 para colaborar con el 

M23. Véase también S/2023/431, anexo 74. 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
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intermediario, dieron lugar a la reanudación de los enfrentamientos entre los grupos 

Twirwaneho y Mai-Mai desde diciembre de 2023. Por otro lado, los líderes de grupos 

armados usaron acusaciones de vínculos con el M23, Rwanda y la AFC para saldar 

cuentas y eliminar rivales, lo que suscitó más tensiones y enfrentamientos (véase el 

anexo 106)196. 

 

 

 B. Participación de grupos armados en la explotación y el comercio 

de oro en Fizi 
 

 

189. Los agentes armados siguieron controlando la explotación y el comercio de oro 

en el territorio de Fizi. El grupo armado Mai-Mai Yakutumba, dirigido por William 

Amuri Yakutumba (CDi.043), una persona sancionada, controlaba la mayor parte de 

la actividad de extracción de oro en el territorio de Fizi, lo que conllevó 

periódicamente tensiones con otros grupos armados frustrados por la distribución 

injusta de los beneficios de la extracción ilegal de oro (véase el anexo 107). El control 

de los grupos armados también condujo a la contaminación de la cadena de suministro 

de oro. 

 

  Sistema rentable de impuestos ilegales 
 

190. Todos los grupos armados del territorio de Fizi mantenían un sistema de 

tributación ilegal sobre diversas actividades económicas, en particular la extracción de 

oro (véase el anexo 108). En el yacimiento de Kachanga, el más grande de la zona de 

Misisi, con más de 10.000 excavadores y varios cientos de minas activas, había cerca 

de 100 combatientes Mai-Mai Yakutumba (véase el anexo 109). Tanto los combatientes 

como los soldados de las FARDC cobraban impuestos a los excavadores y los 

trabajadores auxiliares, así como sobre el equipo y la producción, alegando que era 

necesario asegurar la seguridad en la zona o en sus alrededores (véase el anexo 110).  

191. Varios propietarios de minas informaron de que una vez que su mina se 

consideró productiva, los combatientes de Mai-Mai Yakutumba los obligaron a 

desalojarla varias horas cada día, y en ese tiempo se apropiaban de todas las menas 

mineralizadas. Posteriormente, la producción de la que se apropiaban en la colina de 

Kachanga se transportaba a la llanura de Miba, donde los propietarios de trituradoras 

procesaban la mena para obtener oro. 

192. Todos los propietarios de trituradoras estaban obligados a pagar el equivalente 

a 18 dólares al mes a Mai-Mai Yakutumba; tan solo con ese impuesto, se generaban 

al menos 10.000 dólares mensuales197. 

193. El cobro de impuestos a cooperativas que operaban depósitos para el tratamiento 

químico de residuos desechados por mineros artesanales era una fuente de ingresos 

adicional para los Mai-Mai Yakutumba. Las cuatro principales cooperativas de 

depósitos que operaban en la zona de Misisi se veían obligadas a pagar al grupo 

armado el equivalente a 45.000 dólares anuales como mínimo.  

194. Personas cercanas a William Yakutumba informaron de que los impuestos y el 

oro obtenidos por los combatientes se entregaban directamente a Yakutumba en 

persona, que los usaba para remunerar a sus contingentes y proporcionarles equipo 

militar198. 

 

__________________ 

 196  Fuentes de inteligencia, de seguridad, de la sociedad civil y de las Naciones Unidas e 

investigadores. 

 197  Excavadores y agentes de la sociedad civil.  

 198  Fuentes de seguridad y de la sociedad civil, combatientes Ma i-Mai Yakutumba e investigadores.  
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  Contaminación de la cadena de suministro por el oro de Mai-Mai Yakutumba 
 

195. Algunos testigos presenciales implicados en el comercio de oro explicaron que 

la mayor parte del oro explotado por Mai-Mai Yakutumba se enviaba de contrabando 

desde Talama-Lubanda, territorio de Fizi, a la República Unida de Tanzanía a través 

del lago Tanganica199. La República Unida de Tanzanía no respondió a la solicitud del 

Grupo para visitar el país. Por tanto, el Grupo no pudo examinar más a fondo estas 

alegaciones. 

196. Otra parte del oro de Yakutumba se transportaba a Uvira. Dos intermediarios 

implicados en el comercio de oro explotado en Nyange y Misisi, dos zonas del 

territorio de Fizi controladas por Mai-Mai Yakutumba, informaron de que en 

septiembre de 2023 y febrero de 2024 transportaron un total  de 7 kg de oro de Misisi 

a Uvira, donde agentes económicos establecidos en Bukavu y Buyumbura compraban 

el oro. Durante el transporte, los combatientes Mai-Mai, propietarios del oro, 

acompañaban a los intermediarios. 

 

  Dificultades en la aplicación de la diligencia debida en Misisi 
 

197. El control por Mai-Mai Yakutumba de la extracción de oro en la zona, así como 

la prohibición por William Yakutumba de la presencia de la policía minera y 

representantes del poder judicial de la República Democrática del Congo en varias 

zonas de extracción de la región de Misisi200, pusieron en peligro el cumplimiento por 

la cadena de suministro de las directrices de diligencia debida del Grupo con respecto 

a la cadena de suministro201. 

198. Cinco agentes económicos que operaban en Misisi informaron unánimemente 

de que habían realizado pagos, inclusive en oro, a Mai-Mai Yakutumba, que 

consideraban un grupo “Wazalendo” legítimo que garantizaba su seguridad. El Grupo 

señala que los pagos a una persona sancionada constituyen un acto sancionable. 

 

 

 C. Financiación de Twirwaneho 
 

 

199. El Grupo documentó el apoyo financiero y material prestado al grupo armado 

Twirwaneho a través de una mutualidad banyamulenge llamada “Shikama”, con sede 

en Uvira. Twirwaneho también siguió cobrando impuestos ilegales en las zonas que 

controlaba. 

 

  Tributación local 
 

200. La tributación ilegal impuesta a los miembros de la comunidad banyamulenge 

que vivían en zonas controladas por Twirwaneho constituía una importante fuente 

de financiación para el grupo armado (S/2023/431, párr. 159). Por ejemplo, se 

obligaba a unos 1.360 empleados de escuelas de Minembwe a pagar una contribución 

de 5.000 francos congoleses al mes, que correspondían a un total de 2.517 dólares al 

mes. Los impuestos eran recaudados por un profesor de escuela y se entregaban 

directamente a Welcome Ndakize Kamasa, el coordinador de los Twirwaneho 202 . 

Además, los civiles que no podían realizar las patrullas obligatorias debían pagar 

multas de 5.000 francos congoleses (S/2023/431, párr. 154). 

 

__________________ 

 199  Fuentes de seguridad, investigadores, excavadores y négociants . 

 200  Policía minera y un fiscal que abandonó Misisi tras recibir amenazas directas de William 

Yakutumba. 

 201  Véase https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/es/sanctions/1533/due -diligence-guidelines. 

 202  Fuentes comunitarias en Minembwe, Uvira y Bukav u. 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/es/sanctions/1533/due-diligence-guidelines
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  Financiación a través de Shikama en Uvira 
 

201. El Grupo consultó dos documentos que mostraban la financiación por Shikama 

en Uvira de artículos y servicios, entre ellos “alimentos”, “medicamentos” y 

“hospitales”, destinados a zonas en la región de Hauts Plateaux, entre ellas 

Minembwe, Rurambo, Bwegera, Bikobogobo y el bosque de Muchohagati -Bijabo, 

donde se encontraban los dirigentes Twirwaneho203. Múltiples fuentes indicaron que 

algunos artículos y servicios a los que se hacía referencia en los dos documentos eran 

en realidad palabras en clave que designaban artículos militares y de doble uso 

destinados a los Twirwaneho (véase el anexo 111), con el fin de evitar la detección 

por las fuerzas nacionales del orden204. Shikama Uvira negó esto último cuando el 

Grupo le consultó al respecto. 

202. Las transferencias mencionadas ascendían a 104.412 dólares entre enero y 

noviembre de 2023. Shikama Uvira indicó que no tenía presupuesto ordinario sino 

que recurría a contribuciones procedentes de financiación externa, como confirmaron 

múltiples fuentes 205 . El dinero en efectivo se transportaba a mano a través de la 

frontera desde Buyumbura (Burundi) a Uvira. Otros fondos se transmitían 

electrónicamente a través de servicios internacionales de remesas y de dinero 

móvil206. 

203. El análisis de las palabras en clave que aparecían en los dos documentos reveló 

que, entre enero y noviembre de 2023, Shikama Uvira distribuyó 31.981 dólares (el 

31 % del importe total) para proporcionar armas y material conexo, uniformes 

militares, servicios de inteligencia y herramientas de comunicación a Twirwaneho, 

29.350 dólares (el 28 %) para atención sanitaria y suministros destinados a beneficiar 

a la población civil y a los Twirwaneho, y 43.081 dólares (el 41  %) en asistencia 

humanitaria para Hauts Plateaux207. 

 

 

 V. Contrabando transfronterizo de oro 
 

 

204. El Grupo siguió documentando el comercio ilegal de oro extraído en la 

República Democrática del Congo a través de sus países vecinos, en particular 

Rwanda y Uganda (S/2019/469, párrs. 178 a 184). El Grupo también siguió la 

evolución de las circunstancias en torno a las adquisiciones y exportaciones de oro 

por Primera Gold DRC. 

 

  Comercio transfronterizo a Rwanda  
 

205. Durante la visita del Grupo a Kigali en marzo de 2024, las autoridades 

rwandesas observaron que en los últimos meses no se había registrado en las 

estadísticas nacionales ninguna importación o tránsito de oro de la República 

Democrática del Congo. Sin embargo, las fuentes entrevistadas por el Grupo en 

Rwanda reconocieron que el oro de la República Democrática del Congo transitaba, 

como mínimo, por Rwanda (S/2016/466, párrs. 151 a 155; y S/2018/531, párrs. 127 

y 128)208. Esto se reflejó también en un discurso pronunciado por el Presidente de 

Rwanda, Paul Kagame (véase el anexo 112).  

__________________ 

 203  Documentos y fuentes familiarizadas con los informes financieros y las actividades de Shikama 

Uvira. 

 204  Fuentes comunitarias de Minembwe, Uvira, Bukavu, Baraka y Goma, y fuentes de Shikama y 

Gakondo. 

 205  Ibid. 

 206  Ibid. 

 207  Ibid. 

 208  Sociedad civil y fuentes confidenciales.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2019/469
https://undocs.org/es/S/2016/466
https://undocs.org/es/S/2018/531
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206. Los négociants de Bukavu informaron de que la falta de competitividad del 

mercado local del oro hacía que vendieran el oro recogido en Kivu del Sur a 

compradores ubicados en Kigali o Cyangugu (Rwanda). Los compradores de 

Cyangugu que adquirían el oro en Bukavu estaban vinculados a personas detenidas 

en mayo de 2023 (véase el anexo 113)209. 

 

  Refinería de oro Gasabo 
 

207. Tras el cierre de la refinería de oro Aldango (S/2020/482, párr. 90), la refinería 

de oro Gasabo, ubicada en Kigali, comenzó sus actividades de refinado el 1 de junio 

de 2022. El Grupo se reunió y mantuvo correspondencia con la administración de la 

empresa, lo que le permitió concluir que la política de diligencia debida de la refinería 

de oro de Gasabo revelaba deficiencias.  

208. En particular, el personal directivo de la refinería de oro Gasabo informó de la 

ausencia de un protocolo establecido para rastrear el origen exacto del oro entregado 

por los clientes a la refinería. Dada la circulación de oro importado de forma 

fraudulenta de la República Democrática del Congo a Kigali 210 y la condición de la 

refinería de oro Gasabo como única refinería de oro de Rwanda, es muy probable que 

el oro que se tuviera que refinar antes de su exportación se llevara a la refinería de 

oro Gasabo. 

 

  Comercio transfronterizo a Uganda 
 

209. Varias fuentes informaron de que Kampala seguía siendo una ruta de tránsito 

para el oro importado ilegalmente de la República Democrática del Congo 

(S/2018/1133, párrs. 97 a 104; S/2018/531, párrs. 120 y 121; y S/2017/672/Rev.1, 

párrs. 119 a 126)211. La debilidad de los controles de fronteras entre la República 

Democrática del Congo y Uganda facilitó el tráfico de oro.  

210. En enero de 2024, el Grupo visitó la localidad de Mahagi en Ituri, un centro de 

tránsito para personas que transportaban oro de Bunia a Uganda. Los servicios de 

seguridad de la República Democrática del Congo indicaron que cientos de rutas de 

tráfico desde el territorio de Mahagi hasta Uganda estaban fuera de su control 

efectivo. Varias fuentes confirmaron que usaban estas rutas, por ejemplo, para vender 

oro a comerciantes establecidos en Paidha (Uganda)212. 

 

  Metal Testing and Smelting Co. Ltd. 
 

211. Varias fuentes indicaron que la mayoría de los agentes vinculados al oro 

ubicados en Kampala adquirían oro a sabiendas de que era de contrabando de la 

República Democrática del Congo213. Se informó sistemáticamente de que la empresa 

Metal Testing and Smelting Co. Ltd. y sus directivos habían adquirido oro extraído 

en la República Democrática del Congo.  

212. Metal Testing es uno de los principales exportadores de oro de Kampala. La 

empresa es propiedad de Himat Dhedi, también conocido como Patel Himat. 

Múltiples fuentes, incluidos oficiales y fuentes del poder judicial de la República 

Democrática del Congo, informaron al Grupo de una transacción entre los directivos 

de la empresa y un proveedor de oro de Bukavu, en la que Metal Testing prefinanció 

__________________ 

 209  Agentes económicos y fuentes de seguridad y de la sociedad civil.  

 210  Sociedad civil y fuentes confidenciales.  

 211  Agentes económicos, fuentes de inteligencia, de seguridad y de la sociedad civil, y oficiales de 

minería. 

 212  Transportistas e intermediarios.  

 213  Agentes económicos y fuentes de la sociedad civil, de seguridad y de inteligencia de la 

República Democrática del Congo y Uganda.  

https://undocs.org/es/S/2020/482
https://undocs.org/es/S/2018/1133
https://undocs.org/es/S/2018/531
https://undocs.org/es/S/2017/672/Rev.1
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el suministro de oro. Este acuerdo entre Dhedi y el contrabandista duró hasta 

mediados de 2023. 

213. Tres personas de Kampala también describieron cómo, en varias ocasiones en 

2022 y 2023, el personal directivo de Metal Testing les envió a Arua, en la frontera 

entre Uganda y la República Democrática del Congo, para comprar oro a 

contrabandistas. El papel de estas personas se limitaba a comprobar la autenticidad 

del oro y transferir el dinero facilitado, ya fuera en efectivo o a través de transferencia 

bancaria. Las personas informaron de múltiples operaciones semanales, cada una de 

ellas equivalente a 20 kg de oro. El Grupo no pudo hablar de estas conclusiones con 

Metal Testing. 

 

  Información actualizada sobre Primera Gold DRC 
 

214. Desde la publicación de su informe de mitad de período (S/2023/990, párrs. 91 

a 97), el Grupo obtuvo un informe detallado de Primera Gold DRC sobre las medidas 

que este prevé aplicar para subsanar las deficiencias detectadas en su cadena de 

suministro. Todavía no se ha evaluado la eficacia de estas medidas.  

215. El Grupo habló con Primera sobre el riesgo de contaminación de su cadena de 

suministro en el territorio de Shabunda (República Democrática del Congo) (véase el 

anexo 114). 

216. Las exportaciones de oro de Primera han disminuido significativamente desde 

octubre de 2023 (véase el anexo 115). De mayo a octubre de 2023, Primera exportó 

un promedio mensual de 500 kg. En marzo de 2024 solo exportó 164 kg. Varias 

fuentes informaron de que Primera ofrecía un precio inferior al del mercado negro 

(S/2023/990, párr. 99) y a los precios que ofrecían los comerciantes de oro en 

Burundi, Uganda y Rwanda. Por tanto, los agentes implicados en el comercio de oro 

optaron por introducir oro de contrabando en esos tres países, lo que hizo que las 

exportaciones de Primera disminuyeran214. 

217. Esta caída de las exportaciones también reflejaba las tensiones entre Primera y 

sus asociados en los Emiratos Árabes Unidos, Primera Group y AuricHub 

(S/2023/431, párr. 173). Desde el informe de mitad de período, en el que el Grupo 

destacaba las deficiencias de Primera (S/2023/990, párrs. 91 a 100), AuricHub ha 

tenido dificultades para vender oro importado de la República Democrática del Congo 

tanto a clientes extranjeros como al mercado de los Emiratos Árabes Unidos 215. Las 

fuentes también indicaron que Primera Group quería desviar la atención hacia la 

minería de oro tradicional en la República Democrática del Congo en favor de 

minerales esenciales más lucrativos, lo que explica en parte por qué Primera Group 

envió menos dinero a Primera DRC216. 

218. El comerciante de oro Sibtein Alibhai (S/2023/990, anexo 60) mantenía vínculos 

económicos con Raza Saqlain Bhai, un agente económico ubicado en Kigali. En 

nombre de Alibhai, Saqlain Bhai facilitó el transporte de oro congolés de Kigali a 

Dubai. El Grupo de Expertos no pudo hablar de este asunto con Saqlain Bhai. 

219. Alibhai siguió siendo un agente fundamental en Primera Group a pesar de su 

dimisión en junio de 2023. Por ejemplo, en febrero y marzo de 2024, en nombre de 

Primera Group, se puso en contacto con varios contrabandistas de oro y les ofreció 

__________________ 

 214  Agentes económicos y fuentes confidenciales.  

 215  Fuentes confidenciales ubicadas en los Emiratos Árabes Unidos.  

 216  Fuentes confidenciales ubicadas en los Emiratos Árabes Unidos y fuentes cercanas a Primera 

Gold. 

https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/431
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
https://undocs.org/es/S/2023/990
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oportunidades de negocio 217 . Primera Group y AuricHub no respondieron a las 

preguntas del Grupo de Expertos sobre su relación actual con Alibhai.  

 

 

 VI. Recomendaciones 
 

 

220. El Grupo formula las recomendaciones siguientes:  

 

  Gobierno de la República Democrática del Congo 
 

 a) Investigar, en cooperación con asociados internacionales, el uso de armas 

explosivas, incluidos explosivos transportados por drones, y abstenerse de usarlos en 

zonas pobladas (véanse los párrs. 50, 51, 93, 94, y 96 a 98);  

 b) Poner fin a toda colaboración con todos los grupos armados, en particular 

el FDLR-FCA (véanse los párrs. 21 y 60 a 79); 

 c) Investigar y enjuiciar a las personas, incluidos los elementos de las 

FARDC, responsables de violaciones del derecho internacional humanitario y el 

derecho internacional de los derechos humanos, y las personas implicadas en 

actividades mineras ilegales (véanse los párrs. 118 a 121, 123, y 171 a 174);  

 d) Aplicar las leyes nacionales (Ley Núm. 09/001 de 2009) investigando 

y enjuiciando a todas las personas responsables de reclutar, adiestrar y utilizar a 

niños soldados, y adoptar medidas de inmediato para lograr su liberación (véanse los 

párrs. 99 a 115); 

 e) Desmantelar las redes de las FDA en las cárceles e investigar y enjuiciar a 

toda autoridad que facilite, directa o indirectamente, las actividades ilegales de los 

detenidos de las FDA (véanse los párrs. 16 a 18);  

 

  Gobierno de la República Democrática del Congo y asociados internacionales  
 

 f) Dar prioridad a la reforma del sector de la seguridad y velar por que la 

Reserva Armada de Defensa de la República Democrática del Congo excluya a las 

personas con violaciones del derecho internacional humanitario y el derecho 

internacional de los derechos humanos documentadas realizando un proceso 

exhaustivo de investigación de antecedentes (véanse los párrs. 65 y 80);  

 

  Estados Miembros de las Naciones Unidas  
 

 g) Impedir la financiación o el apoyo a las actividades militares de la FDR 

que puedan facilitar las operaciones de la FDR en la República Democrática del 

Congo (véanse los párrs. 40 a 54); 

 h) Organizar reuniones con asociaciones representativas de la industria y 

organizaciones internacionales para sensibilizar a los agentes de las etapas iniciales y 

las etapas finales de la cadena de suministro de minerales sobre la necesidad de aplicar 

sus propias medidas mejoradas de diligencia debida al obtener minerales de la zona 

de Rubaya (véase el párr. 148); 

 

  Gobierno de Rwanda 
 

 i) Retirar de la República Democrática del Congo sus fuerzas armadas y 

armamento (véanse los párrs. 40 a 54); 

__________________ 

 217  Fuentes de seguridad, confidenciales y de la sociedad civil.  
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 j) Solicitar a la refinería de oro Gasabo que cumpla las directrices de diligencia 

debida del Grupo, inclusive cerciorándose del origen del oro (véase el párr. 207);  

 

  Gobiernos de Rwanda, Burundi y Uganda 
 

 k) Cesar o impedir la colaboración con grupos armados extranjeros y locales 

activos en la República Democrática del Congo o el apoyo a estos (véanse los 

párrs. 196, 206, 211 a 213, y 218); 

 l) Investigar y enjuiciar a personas y redes implicadas en el contrabando de 

oro procedente de la República Democrática del Congo (véanse los párrs. 204 a 219);  

 m) Investigar el reclutamiento y el tráfico transfronterizo de menores 

reclutados en campamentos de refugiados en beneficio del M23 (véanse los párrs. 103 

a 105). 
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Annex 1 (para. 10) 

 

ADF operational mobility 

 

Mobilité opérationnelle des ADF 
  

During the reporting period, ADF conducted pendular movements in both directions of the RN4 (Beni-Komanda road) and 

from Ituri province to Beni territory, in North Kivu (see map 1 below).1 For example, several ADF ex-combatants and 

abductees explained that the group led by Mzee Meya frequently conducted operations back and forth between Ituri province 

and Beni territory, including as far as the Mbau-Kamango road. However, until recently, Mzee Meya’s group had been 

mainly operating in Ituri, notably west of RN4 (S/2023/990, annex 9). Since their dislodging from Mwalika camps, the 

Amigo and Abwakasi groups (S/2023/990, annex 8) were also roaming along the RN4, particularly at the border between 

Ituri province and Beni territory. The presence of some of Amigo’s and Abwakasi’s combatants was reported near Oïcha, 

where they conducted the deadly October 2023 attack (S/2023/990, annex 8).2 These combatants were also mainly respon-

sible for the attacks around Mavivi and Beni (see para 11).  

ADF also continued to be active west of RN4, in Ituri province, including along RN44 (the Biakato-Mambasa road) and 

along the Mambasa-Komanda road, and in the area between Luna and Mambasa.3 Baluku’s camp, also called Madina (see 

S/2021/560, annex 3) was reported to have relocated at the end of 2023 between RN44 and RN4, to the west of RN4 and 

the Ituri river, (see map 2 below). Similarly, in Beni territory, the ADF “death triangle”, formerly located between Oïcha, 

Eringeti and Kamango (S/2019/469, paras. 17), shifted west of RN4 between Oïcha, Mamove and Samboko (see annex 2).  

These areas in Ituri and in the new “death triangle” offered many advantages to ADF, such as access to the above-mentioned 

roads as well as dense forests, providing protection to its combatants, particularly to hide from drones operated by the 

FARDC and/or UPDF. ADF also benefitted from sufficient water supplies and access to food along the Ituri river and the 

numerous farm fields which they raided in these areas.4 ADF also took advantage of the scarce presence of security forces, 

particularly as Operation Shuja maintained its presence east of RN4, although it was initially meant to extend further west 

of RN4 at the end of 2023. According to several sources, the failure of Operation Shuja to expand west of RN4 was notably 

due to growing tensions between UPDF and FARDC, the latter wanting to keep UPDF closer to the Ugandan border.5   

Several sources reported the presence of a landing strip close to Madina camp and to several other ADF camps concentrated 

in the area.6 While the Group could not yet ascertain whether ADF used this landing strip, it notes that in the past, several 

ex-combatants, collaborators and abductees already reported the existence of several landing strips used by the ADF, notably 

to transport supplies.  

 
 

  

__________________ 

1 ADF ex-combatants, ADF collaborators, former abductees, FARDC, intelligence, researchers, civil society, diplomatic and UN  

sources. 
2 ADF ex-combatants, ADF collaborators, former abductees, FARDC, intelligence, researchers, and UN  sources. 
3 ADF ex-combatants, ADF collaborators, former abductees, FARDC,  intelligence, researchers, civil society, diplomatic and UN 

sources. 
4 Idem 
5 FARDC, UPDF, intelligence, researchers and UN sources. 
6 ADF ex-combatant, FARDC, UPDF, researchers and UN sources.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/113/46/PDF/N2111346.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n19/136/10/pdf/n1913610.pdf?token=2FRsby3Slw77jVSSPM&fe=true
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Map 1 - ADF pendular movements on both sides of RN4, and between Ituri province and Beni Territory 
 

 
Source: MONUSCO. Map annotated by the Group 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.  
 

Map 2 - Location of Madina and several ADF camps in Ituri (early 2024) 
 

 
Map Data: Google, ©2024 Source, Imagery Date: 10042024 

Map annotated by the Group  
 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations 
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Annex 2 (para. 11) 

 

ADF new “Death triangle” between Mamove, Samboko and Oïcha and attacks against urban centres 

 

Nouveau « Triangle de la mort » des ADF entre Mamove, Samboko et Oïcha et attaques contre les 

centres urbains 
 

 

Source: MONUSCO. Map annotated by the Group  

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply offi-

cial endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations 

In addition to ambushes along roads and attacks against farmers (S/2023/990, para. 15), ADF conducted multiple attacks 

against urban centres since October 2023. This included the Oïcha attack of October 2023, and an attack against the nearby 

village of Baeti at the end of January 2024, during which ADF elements killed five worshipers in a church and reportedly 

also abducted the pastor and his wife.7 On 13 November 2023, ADF attacked Kistanga village, on the Mbau-Kamango road, 

killing 37 civilians, including 11 women, five boys and three girls.8 According to multiple sources, by focusing attacks on 

urban centres, ADF intended to divert the focus of Operation Shuja towards these areas, subsequent to public announcements 

in late 2023 that operations would concentrate on ADF strongholds in Ituri province.9

__________________ 

7 FARDC, intelligence, civil society and UN sources. 
8 FARDC, intelligence, civil society and UN sources. 
9 ADF ex-combatants and abductees, FARDC, UPDF, intelligence, researchers, diplomatic and UN sources.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False


 
S/2024/432 

 

24-07709 57/298 

 

Annex 3 (para. 12) 

 

ADF operational activities in Uganda 

 

Activités opérationnelles des ADF en Ouganda 

 
 

Following a series of ADF attacks and failed bombing attempts in Uganda, in October 2023 UPDF killed several combatants 

and arrested others in Uganda who were responsible for the attacks at the end of 2023 (S/2023/990, paras 17-18). This 

included ADF commander Musa Kamusi, killed in December 2023 in Kibale National Park in Uganda, after a manhunt.10 

Before being killed, Musa Kamusi and some ADF combatants had however managed to carry out other deadly attacks 

against civilians in western Uganda.11   

In early 2024, a new group of combatants infiltrated Uganda.12  Ex-combatants and security sources reported that ADF 

planned to continue targeting tourist areas and intended to establish a permanent operational presence in Uganda, leveraging 

the extensive network of ADF cells within the country. 

__________________ 

10 ADF ex-combatants, UPDF, FARDC, intelligence, researchers, diplomatic and UN sources.  
11 Ibid. 
12 FARDC, UPDF, intelligence sources and researchers.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Annex 4 (para. 13) 
 

ADF abductees turned into collaborators 

 

Les personnes enlevées par les ADF utilisés comme collaborateurs 
 

Ex-combatants and abductees reported to the Group that recently ADF had released several abductees on the condition that 

they would become ADF collaborators. For example, a nurse abducted in Ituri in 2023, was quickly released and tasked to 

return to the health centre where she worked, in exchange for providing ADF with medical supplies.    

Similarly, during the dismantling of a few key ADF collaborators’ networks by FARDC intelligence and judicial prosecutors 

in the last months, several former abductees were identified as collaborators, including from the 104 abductees liberated in 

September 2023 (S/2023/990, annex 9). Following the release of certain abductees, the DRC intelligence and judicial au-

thorities in Beni territory put in place an elaborate system of surveillance because they suspected that some had been turned 

into collaborators. This surveillance system allowed the authorities to identify some released abductees who had become 

ADF operatives. This included a young man who reported having been abducted during the Oïcha attack in October 2023 

(see annex 2) and who was found with two IEDs handed to him by Abwakasi with the objective of detonating them in Beni. 

He explained to the DRC authorities that a dozen other young men had also been abducted during the Oïcha attack and were 

given a similar mission to infiltrate other urban areas with IEDs.  

 

Screenshots of a video filmed by FARDC to present several ADF collaborators arrested early 2024 

including a recently released abductee. 

 

      
 

Video provided to the Group by security sources 

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Annex 5 (para. 15) 

 

ADF financial struggles 

 

Les difficultés financières des ADF 
 

 

Several sources reported that ADF was struggling financially, notably due to the dismantling of several key ADF networks 

by the DRC authorities, which ADF was not always able to quickly replace given the military operations against the armed 

group. Sources also stated that the killing of Al-Sudani had disrupted some financial support that ADF had received from 

ISIL/Da’esh (S/2023/431, paras. 29-33).13 Consequently, ex-combatants and abductees, including farmers, informed the 

Group that ADF faced financial difficulties and was struggling to resupply food and essential items.  

As a result, ADF has ventured into new business activities, such as the illicit trade of cocoa, a practice the armed group had 

avoided until now (S/2021/560, paras. 32-38).14 Although ADF’s involvement in the illicit trade of cocoa remained on a 

small scale, the armed group collected, or forced farmers to collect, cocoa in their fields. To minimize resistance, they 

sometimes killed farmers in an area, sparing only one or two individuals15 who were then compelled to harvest, collect and 

sell the cocoa in towns on behalf of ADF.16 ADF also increasingly resorted to kidnappings for ransom. Mzee Meya and his 

group were frequently cited as resorting to such practices.17 They demanded amounts ranging from USD 200 to 10,000, 

including from small-scale traders, motorbike drivers and farmers, who often had to incur debts or sell their families’ pos-

sessions to be freed.18 Those unable to pay the ransom were executed.    

__________________ 

13 ADF ex-combatants, researchers, FARDC, UPDF, intelligence, researchers, diplomatic and UN sources.  
14 ADF ex-combatants, collaborators and abductees, researchers, FARDC, UPDF, researchers, civil society and UN  sources. 
15 ADF also resorted to this tactic more generally, with other types of crops. Systematic ADF attacks against farmers, resulted in 

the regular disruption farming activities, which greatly affected the population.  
16 ADF ex-combatants, collaborators and abductees, FARDC and UN sources.  
17 Idem. 
18 Idem. 

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/123/80/pdf/n2312380.pdf?token=JgjmrK1dySmj69CYJ7&fe=true
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/113/46/pdf/n2111346.pdf?token=IGgbHGkUEk3SKla2Vt&fe=true
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Annex 6 (para. 17) 
 

ADF organizational system in prison 

 

Le système organisationnel des ADF en prison 

 

 

ADF has established organizational systems in prisons where ADF detainees are present, particularly in Kinshasa which is 

far away from the armed group’s traditional area of influence. This system was designed to provide support to ADF detainees 

and continue exerting control over them, including in the event of their release.  19   

 

ADF ex-combatants and collaborators in prison explained to the Group that a leader and a deputy were usually designated 
by ADF overall leader Musa Baluku to communicate directly with the “bush”. For the Makala prison in Kinshasa, Musa 

Kasereka, alias Kasereka Kanubo Jadot (see picture below), admitted to the Group being the designated ADF leader. In 

Ndolo, Musa Swabiro was cited as being the designated ADF leader and Alpha Kayonga his deputy,20 although they denied 

this to the Group. Other responsibilities were assigned to ADF detainees, such as collecting money sent to prison by ADF 

leadership to support ADF detainees and distributing it upon instructions of the ADF leader of the prison. This assistance 

was intended to help detainees pay for their food, a better cell, a bed or legal expenses. For a few key ADF operatives, the 

support went as far as to help them bribe the penitentiary or judicial authorities to organize their release or escape (see annex 

7). 

 

There were regular power struggles and rivalries among ADF detainees, who searched to receive favors from ADF leadership 

in the bush. Moreover, not all ADF detainees received support, as a system was put in place to identify ADF combatants and 
collaborators who had either deserted or provided information on the armed group to the DRC authorities.  

 

Upon their arrival in prison, ADF detainees were photographed, generally by the ADF leader of the prison who sent their 

pictures to Musa Baluku. If the picture was sent back with a cross, these ADF detainees were excluded from any support 

and were generally not allowed to integrate into the main group. An ADF ex-collaborator who had provided information on 

other ADF operatives, leading to their arrests, told the Group that he had seen his picture with a cross and was thus an 

outcast. This also created tensions among ADF detainees, who sometimes denounced one another to penitentiary authorities. 

For example, one of the outcast ADF detainees accused another of using a telephone, hoping that the phone would be con-

fiscated. Several ADF detainees also mentioned that they had been forbidden by ADF leadership to speak with ADF ex-

leader Benjamin Kisokeranio (S/2022/479, paras. 43), detained in Makala. 

 
This support to ADF detainees was made possible by the passive, and sometimes active facilitation or complicity of peni-

tentiary and intelligence authorities. In general, in Makala, most detainees could bribe the guards to buy or let in telephones. 

While this was more difficult in Ndolo, which is a military prison with tighter controls, this facilitation or complicity also 

occurred on several occasions. An ex-combatant explained that one of the Ndolo guards used his wife to bring phones to the 

prison.  

 

Several sources, including ADF detainees, reported that a religious leader21 in Kinshasa also provided support to ADF in 

prison, in coordination with ADF leadership. He also encouraged ADF detainees who were released in Kinshasa to then join 

his prayer place, which echoed concerns among the DRC authorities that an ADF Kinshasa cell was being established to 

conduct actions in the capital. 

 

  

__________________ 

19 ADF ex-combatants, collaborators and abductees, FARDC, researchers, intelligence, security, diplomatic and UN sources.  
20 Alpha Kayonga was arrested in 2014. In September 2023 shortly before the jailbreak, he had been removed from Kangbayi 

prison in Beni to another facility in Beni, as he had already been identified as one ADF main focal point.  
21 The Group is still confirming the identity of this individual.  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n22/338/70/pdf/n2233870.pdf?token=j2k2uJi3otz1YrWGl9&fe=true
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Picture of Musa Kasereka 

 
Picture provided to the Group by security sources 
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Annex 7 (para. 17) 

 

Escape from detention of an ADF operative  

 

Évasion de détention d'un membre des ADF 
 

 

Multiple sources, including ADF detainees, informed the Group about the escape from detention of a prominent ADF oper-

ative, Hamuli Balume Guylain, alias Kanane, alias Charles Saidi Sindani, in mid-2022.22 Hamuli was one of the rare ADF 

commanders with a Congolese nationality,23 and he was a close advisor to Baluku.  

 

Former ADF leader Benjamin Kisokeranio told the Group that Hamuli had killed Jamil Mukulu’s children after they were 

sentenced to death by Baluku for refusing ADF’s pledge of allegiance to Da’esh in 2017. As Benjamin Kisokeranio had also 

refused this allegiance to Da’esh and had fled the ADF camps to South Kivu where he was in hiding, Baluku sent Hamuli 
in pursuit to kill Kisokeranio. Hamuli however failed and returned to ADF’s area of operations. Sources also mentioned that 

Hamuli was often outside of ADF camps, including outside DRC, collecting intelligence for ADF leadership and providing 

support with the recruitment of foreign recruits, possibly even Abwakasi.24 Hamuli also supported with resupply, particularly 

in Bunia where he was arrested in March 2020. According to the military prosecutor who headed the investigations leading 

to Benjamin Kisokeranio’s arrest, Hamuli revealed Kisokeranio’s whereabouts and the fake name he was using in South 

Kivu. His revelations were instrumental in Benjamin Kisokeranio’s arrest in January 2022.  

 

After Hamuli was transferred to Makala in Kinshasa in 2020, ADF tried to liberate him.25 ADF leadership sent him fake 

documents through a guard, but Hamuli refused to use them, possibly because at the time he did not wish to return to the 

bush. In 2022, Hamuli was removed from prison and placed in a safehouse by the FARDC and the Conseil National de 

Sécurité (CNS).26 A few months later he escaped from the safehouse with the help of some FARDC elements and returned 
to the bush.27 The news of his escape circulated briefly on social media, but went rather unnoticed (see picture below). 

 

Sources close to ADF and ADF detainees reported that Amigo, who was also close to Hamuli, played an important role in 

both attempts to liberate Hamuli and used his connections at the highest levels of the FARDC to do so, possibly including 

sanctioned individual Muhindo Ak Ili Mundos (CDi.032), as reported by Hamuli to a source (see also S/2015/797, para 93-

97, S/2016/466, para 198-204 about Mundos and ADF). This illustrates that over the years, ADF has established close links 

with several FARDC elements and DRC authorities, including prominent figures, most of whom had  served in Beni territory.  

 

Example of a post on social media regarding Hamuli’s escape 

 

 
Screenshot of a post on X (then Twitter), published in August 202228 

__________________ 

22 FARDC, ADF detainees, sources close to ADF, researchers, intelligence, security and diplomatic sources.  
23 Most ADF commanders are Ugandans.  
24 FARDC, ADF detainees, sources close to ADF, researchers, intelligence and  diplomatic sources. 
25 Sources close to ADF, ADF detainees, researchers, intelligence security and diplomatic sources.  
26 Idem.  
27 Idem.  
28 https://twitter.com/KabMuanza/status/15585230 01020219393 (last access by the Group on 18 April 2024)  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n15/292/17/pdf/n1529217.pdf?token=fJmDoLXk7MfuPbhpMh&fe=true
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n16/127/49/pdf/n1612749.pdf?token=xBCananuJR6Eb4dRXh&fe=true
https://twitter.com/KabMuanza/status/1558523001020219393


 
S/2024/432 

 

24-07709 63/298 

 

Annex 8 (para. 18) 

 
Recruitment and mobilization by ADF detainees 

 

Recrutement et mobilisation par des détenus ADF 

 

 
Multiple sources, including ADF detainees, Congolese intelligence and judicial authorities, ex-collaborators and sources 
close to ADF stated that ADF detainees continued being active in detention. This included activities of recruitment and 

mobilization of combatants and collaborators.29  

 

For example, in late 2023, Kasereka Kiwere Je t'aime, alias Al Bashir (see picture 1 below), a trusted ADF collaborator 

arrested in 2020 in Butembo with ammunition intended for Amigo and Abwkasi, recruited two individuals, including a 

childhood friend. The two admitted to the Group that Al Bashir had recruited them from Makala prison and directed them 

to go to Uganda and then Kenya. DRC authorities suspected that their final destination was Da’esh in Somalia.  

  

Similarly, Fabrice Kamulete (S/2021/560 annex 19), another ADF collaborator, who was himself recruited in prison in Beni 

in 2020, was involved in the recruitment and mobilization of at least a dozen individuals (see picture 2 below).30 For exam-

ple, from Makala he directed several individuals who were personally involved in the Kasindi and Beni bombings in January 
2023, including Mbusa Mupalalo (see S/2023/431 paras. 24-28), notably by linking these individuals and giving instructions 

on behalf of ADF leadership. Kamulete was also cited by several sources, including ADF detainees, for his involvement in 

a plot to attack the Pope during his planned visit in Kinshasa in early 2023, possibly in collaboration with a prominent 

religious figure based in Kinshasa (see annex 6).31 Kamulete also used his relatives, including his wives or cousins, to buy 

supplies in Beni territory for ADF such as food and medicine. He possessed more than two phones, using several to receive 

instructions from ADF leadership and conduct his activities.32 In early 2024, he was transferred from Makala to Ndolo for 

possession of these phones and due to his continued role as ADF operative from within Makala prison. 

 

ADF detainees regularly received money from ADF leadership, specifically to carry out these recruitment and mobilization 

activities. The Group had already identified that thousands of dollars had been sent in late 2021 to phone numbers belonging 

to ADF operatives in Kangbayi and Makala prisons, including Hamuli (see annex 7), in the framework of a larger scheme 

involving a SIM card belonging to an ADF combatant (S/2022/479, para 42). 
 

This ADF activism was enabled either by the direct complicity of penitentiary authorities or either by lax enforcement of 

prison rules, including those prohibiting the use of personal phones or receiving money above the limit authorized per day 

to cover detainees’ basic needs. ADF detainees told the Group that penitentiary authorities in Makala, Beni and Bunia, 

including at director level, benefitted from this general corruption.33  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

__________________ 

29 ADF detainees, ADF ex-collaborators, FARDC, penitentiary authorities, researchers, intelligence, diplomatic and UN sources. 

Although he denied to the Group any involvement in any illegal activity since his arrest.  
30 ADF detainees, ADF ex-collaborators, FARDC, researchers, intelligence and UN sources.  
31 ADF detainees, FARDC, intelligence and diplomatic sources.  
32 ADF detainees, ADF ex-collaborators, FARDC, penitentiary authorities.  
33 This corruption and laxism did not only apply to ADF, but to all detainees in general.  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/113/46/pdf/n2111346.pdf?token=wXOpltw8aaQv97aWG8&fe=true
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n22/338/70/pdf/n2233870.pdf?token=j2k2uJi3otz1YrWGl9&fe=true
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Picture 1 of Kasereka Kiwere Je t'aime, alias Al Bashir 

 

 
 

Picture provided to the Group by security sources 

 

 

Picture 2 of Fabrice Kamulete 

 

 
Picture provided to the Group by security sources 
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Annex 9 (para. 21) 

 

FPP/AP expansion to Ituri 

 

Expansion des FPP/AP en Ituri 
 

 

In 2022, a group of FPP/AP combatants arrived in Ituri, mainly in Irumu territory along the RN4 Eringeti-Ndimo. They had 

replied to the call of Nande businessmen, mostly from Butembo, who were seeking protection against ADF for their busi-

nesses in gold mines but also their interests in coffee and cocoa production and trade. Until then, the FPP/AP had rather 

operated in Lubero territory (North Kivu), as well as towards Petit Nord, as part of the Wazalendo coalition since the M23 

crisis had also expanded south (S/2023/990, annexes 19 and 24). 

 

Sources revealed that FPP/AP combatants’ arrival was facilitated by FARDC, which considered FPP/AP as one of the more 
structured and disciplined armed groups in North Kivu.34 Their arrival in Ituri also corresponded with increased tensions 

over the growing abuses by FPP/AP in Lubero territory following the important security vacuum left by the massive rede-

ployment of FARDC to Petit Nord, as well as a power struggle with other armed groups and organizations linked to the 

Nande community in Lubero, such as Kyaghanda Yira. 35  

 

As such, FPP/AP first arrived to secure the areas where these businessmen had their businesses, but in 2023 FPP/AP started 

using its Wazalendo status to legitimize its presence and expansion to other areas of Ituri, including to get closer to other 

mining areas.36 FPP/AP claimed to be conducting regular patrols to protect civilians against ADF, however they only clashed 

a few times with ADF, for example in mid-2023 around Libanda Forest, close to Idohu and Biakato. In Irumu territory, 

FPP/AP conducted joint patrols with FARDC. However, in Mambasa territory, relations with FARDC were more tense, as 

FPP/AP accused FARDC of not protecting the population. Yet, sources explained that tensions with FARDC and FPP/AP in 
Mambasa were rather linked to control over mining sites.37 Consequently, FPP/AP clashed with FARDC on several occa-

sions in December 2023 and January 2024 in Mambasa territory (see annex 10). 

 

At time of drafting, FPP/AP’s presence was divided into several sectors in Mambasa and Irumu territories. Sources reported 

that the total of combatants was between 300 to 1,000, as they had conducted recruitment campaigns amongst the youth, 

mainly in Lubero territory, using the appeal of the Wazalendo status.38 Under the overall leadership of Kasanyo Kabidon 

(S/2023/990, annexes 19 and 24), still based in North Kivu, these combatants were notably led by Commander Muhindo 

“Guépard” for Irumu territory, whose headquarters was located around Mambelenga and Ndimo, on the RN4 Eringeti-

Komanda road.  

 

__________________ 

34 FARDC, intelligence, researchers and civil society sources.  
35 Researchers, civil society and UN sources.  
36 FARDC, intelligence, researchers and civil society and UN sources.  
37 Researchers, civil society and UN sources.  
38 FARDC, researchers, civil society and UN sources.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Annex 10 (para. 21) 

 
Agreement between FPP/AP and Chini ya tuna to collaborate with FARDC to track down ADF 

 
Accord entre FPP/AP et Chini ya tuna pour collaborer avec les FARDC contre les ADF 
 

 

On 21 January 2024, during a meeting between Lesse and Nande community leaders held in Komanda under the auspices 
of FARDC and MONUSCO, to advance social cohesion and peace efforts, FPP/AP and Chini Ya Tuna agreed to collaborate 

with FARDC to track down ADF. The meeting followed clashes between FPP/AP and FARDC in December 2023 and Jan-

uary 2024 (see annex 9), and between FPP/AP and Chini Ya Tuna over the limits of their area of operations.39 The clashes 

between FPP/AP and Chini Ya Tuna had exacerbated already existing tensions between the Nande and Lesse communities, 

mainly represented in these two armed groups respectively.40  

 

In a joint communiqué (see below) read by the FPP/AP Commander in Ituri, Muhindo Guépard, FPP/AP and Chini Ya Tuna 

committed to collaborate with “the defense and security forces” to track down ADF. Although they also committed to facil-

itate free movement of persons and goods and to adhere to the Programme de Démobilisation, Désarmement, Réinsertion 

Communautaire et Stabilisation (PDDRCS), multiple sources stated that this was merely for communication purposes, and 

that the key objective of both groups was to officialize their status and activities in Ituri.41  

 

__________________ 

39 FARDC, intelligence, researchers, civil society and UN sources. 
40 Idem.  
41 Researchers, civil society and UN sources. 
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Communiqué provided to the Group by security sources 
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Annex 11 (para.23) 
 

Transcript of the declaration of Corneille Nangaa at a press conference held in Nairobi on 15 December 

2023 
 

Transcrit de la déclaration de Corneille Nangaa à la conférence de presse tenue à Nairobi le 15 décembre 

2023 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-UKfwrc2lI 

 

Transcript of statement made by Corneille Nangaa in the video above [from 00:00 to 06:41], representing a summary of 

the declaration made in French [see the French text of the declaration below the English summary]:  

 

“CALL FOR NATIONAL UNITY FOR THE STABILITY OF THE DRC 

 

Driven by our desire to save our country, our nation in danger and to restore the dignity of the people of Congo, as a state,  

Driven by the desire, moved by the will to live together in DRC, to unite, to achieve national cohesion, and to finally end 

insecurity, widespread killing and massacre of citizens, genocide ideology,   

Driven by negative forces aligned with the regime in Kinshasa which has resulted in internal displacement of people and 
turning citizens into refugees particularly in the Eastern part of Congo 

Convinced that the responsibility to save the state as well as the well-being of the DRC depend on Congolese themselves 

and not none other, 

Noting that insecurity and instability because of weakening if not the absence of the state has lasted for more than 3 decades, 

without any lasting solutions. 

Considering the deficit of governance in national institutions particularly in Kinshasa and their inability to restore the au-

thority of the state throughout the whole territory and to reassure our citizens. 

Whereas, it is unfortunately established that the regime of Tshisekedi has opted for a mode of governance characterized by  

tribalism and as well as corruption, embezzlement of the funds, public  funds, dispossession of public and private properties, 

discrimination, lies, tribalism, witch-hunt, the exploitation of public services and institutions, tribalization and manipulation 

of justice, arbitrary arrests, assassinations, economic crimes, linguistic discrimination and exclusion and  divisions and im-
poverishment of population,  

Given that Kinshasa regime has deliberately chosen to outsource national security, by using war as a business, undermining 

the armed forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, for the benefits of foreign mercenaries and other negative forces, 

which preyed upon the eastern part of the country, sowing death, and desolation,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-UKfwrc2lI
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Given that the government of the DRC, violates the constitution, the laws of the republic and all international treaties, 

acceded by our country,  

Being all witnesses to the hijacking of the electoral process at all levels by the same government and its decision to carry 
out an electoral coup d’état, 

Based ourselves on article 64 of our constitution, we launch on this day a call for unity for all political, social, and military 

forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo,  

We have indeed decided to work together to establish a structured force for the rebuilding of the state and the resolve the 

root causes of the recurring conflicts so as to ensure lasting peace in the Democratic Republic of Congo,  

Our platform is to be known as Alliance fleuve Congo (AFC), in French, we can say it in English, Congo River Alliance,  

Our call is specifically aimed at the following groups: political parties, civil society organisations and platforms, resistance 

forces and community self-defense forces, armed forces of the Democratic Republic of Congo, community, and diaspora 

youth. 

To all patriots sharing this urgent need to change, you are invited to join us without delay to save our country and to establish 

cohesive governance in unity and peace, in rebuilding of our state that resist to its seven responsibilities on the basis of the 
law, and which assure safety of all. 

We are so many components already, armed groups, political groups, political parties, we have already about 70 political 

groups have already joined us, we have political personalities, civil society organizations and the diaspora leaders. 

Thank you very much!”  

 

 

Statement in French:  

 

APPEL À L’UNITÉ NATIONALE POUR LA STABILITÉ DE LA RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO  

 

Mus par la volonté de sauver la Nation en danger et de restaurer la dignité du Congolais et de la République Démocratique 
du Congo en tant qu’Etat;  

 

Animés par la volonté du vivre-ensemble, de l’unité, de la cohésion nationale et d’en finir définitivement avec l’insécurité 

généralisée, les tueries et massacres massifs des populations ainsi que les idéologies génocidaires véhiculées par les forces 

négatives alliées au régime de Kinshasa avec comme conséquences des déplacés internes et des refugies congolais, princi-

palement dans la partie orientale du pays; 

 

Convaincus que le salut et le bien-être du Congo ne dépendent que des Congolais eux-mêmes et pas d’autres;  

 

Considérant que la problématique de l’insécurité et de l’instabilité consécutives à la faiblesse sinon à l’absence de l’État 

dure depuis plus de 3 décennies sans aucune solution durable;  

 
Considérant le déficit de gouvernance des institutions nationales et leur incapacité à restaurer l’autorité de l’Etat sur l’en-

semble du territoire national et à rassurer nos populations;  

 

Attendu qu’il est malheureusement établi que le régime actuel de Kinshasa a instauré plutôt en mode de gouvernance, des 

antivaleurs telles que la corruption, le détournement des deniers publics, la spoliation des biens publics et privés, le triba-

lisme, la discrimination, le mensonge, la chasse à l’homme, l’instrumentalisation des institutions et des services d’État, la 

manipulation tribalisée de la justice, les arrestations arbitraires, les assassinats, les crimes économiques, la glottophobie et 

l’exclusion ainsi que la division et l’appauvrissement de la population;  

 

Vu que le régime de Kinshasa a fait le choix délibéré de sous-traiter la Sécurité nationale en utilisant la guerre comme un 

fonds de commerce, sacrifiant les Forces Armées de la République Démocratique du Congo (FARDC) au profit des merce-
naires étrangers et des Forces négatives qui écument l’Est du pays y semant mort et désolation;  

 

Etant donné que le gouvernement de la RDC viole délibérément la Constitution, les lois de la République et tous les traités 

internationaux conclus par notre pays;  
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Etant tous témoins de la confiscation du processus électoral en cours par le même régime à tous les niveaux et sa décision 

d’opérer un coup d’état électoral; 

 
Nous basant sur l’article 64 de la Constitution de la République Démocratique du Congo:  

 

- LANÇONS CE JOUR UN APPEL À L’UNION DE TOUTES LES FORCES POLITIQUES, SOCIALES ET MILITAIRES 

DE LA RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO ;  

- DÉCIDONS D’ŒUVRER ENSEMBLE POUR LA MISE EN PLACE D’UNE DYANAMIQUE STRUCTURÉE POUR 

LA REFONDATION DE L’ÉTAT ET LA RÉSOLUTION DES CAUSES PROFONDES DES CONFLITS RÉCURRENTS 

POUR LE RETOUR DE LA PAIX DÉFINITIVE EN RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO.  

- NOTRE PLATEFORME EST DÉNOMMÉE “ALLIANCE FLEUVE CONGO” en abrégée AFC.  

 

Notre appel s’adresse précisément aux groupes et sensibilités ci-après :  

 
- Partis politiques;  

- Plateformes de la Société Civile;  

- Forces de résistance et d’autodéfense populaire;  

- Forces Armées de la République Démocratique du Congo;  

- Leaders communautaires et de la Diaspora;  

 

Tous les patriotes partageant cette urgence de changement sont invités à nous rejoindre sans délai pour sauver notre pays et 

y instaurer une gouvernance cohésive dans l’unité et la paix, la refondation d'un État qui assume ses responsabilités réga-

liennes fondées sur la loi et qui assure la sécurité de tous. 

 

 
Fait à Nairobi, ce vendredi 15 décembre 2023.  

 

JE VOUS REMERCIE.”  
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Annex 12 (para. 25) 
 

Countries visited by Corneille Nangaa in connection with the launching AFC 

 

Les pays visités par Corneille Nangaa en connection avec le lancement de l’AFC 

 

 
Prior to launching the AFC, Corneille Nangaa visited several countries to garner support, harness resources and mobilise 

followers among Congolese nationals living in the diaspora, political actors, prominent individuals and armed groups. 

 

Multiple sources informed the Group that a few months before the creation of the AFC, Nangaa travelled to Belgium, Egypt, 

Ghana, Italy, Kenya, Uganda, the United Arab Emirates and South Africa. 42  
 

In Belgium, where he travelled from mid- to late 2023, Corneille Nangaa reportedly organised preparatory meetings for the 

creation of AFC during which he reportedly engaged with Eric Nkuba and Jean-Jacques Mamba,43 as well as other high-

profile individuals of the Hema community. 

  

In Kampala, Uganda, where he travelled to between May 2023 and March 2024, Corneille Nangaa also conducted a series 

of meetings with other individuals of his movement, M23 cadres and other armed groups active in the DRC. Ugandan 

authorities confirmed Nangaa’s first recorded entry into Uganda on 7 May 2023, arriving from Kinshasa. His last departure 

recorded by Ugandan authorities was on 2 February 2024, departing to Brussels via Nairobi.  

__________________ 

42 The Group sent requests for information to some of these countries and is still waiting for the replies, except for Uganda wh ich 

replied in April 2024. 
43 Both individuals reportedly facilitated the travel to Kinshasa of three M23 emissaires in 2022 ( S/2022/479, para. 69). 

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n22/338/70/pdf/n2233870.pdf?token=j2k2uJi3otz1YrWGl9&fe=true
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Annex 13 (para.25) 

 

Diplomatic tensions between Kenya and the DRC following the launching of the AFC 

 

Tensions diplomatiques entre le Kenya et l’AFC suite au lancement de l’AFC. 

 
The launching of AFC in Kenya soured the diplomatic relations between Kenya and the DRC. The Congolese government 

raised concerns over some Kenyan authorities’ role in and alleged support of the AFC’s launching. Congolese authorities 

also summoned the Kenyan Ambassador in Kinshasa and recalled the DRC’s representative in Nairobi to protest the creation 

of the new coalition in Nairobi. 

 
At the same time, AFC leaders engaged in a diplomatic offensive, sending letters to the DRC government’s partners to warn 

against support to the full deployment of the Southern African Development Community Mission in the DRC (see para. 88) 

or to mobilise international support for the AFC. Diplomatic sources informed the Group about the presence of AFC dele-

gates, notably Corneille Nangaa, sometimes alongside M23 leaders, including Lawrence Kanyuka, in neighbouring coun-

tries requesting meetings and soliciting support (see para. 59).  
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Annex 14 (para. 26) 
 

Armed groups initially cited as members of the AFC and their denials 
 

Les groupes armés initialement cités comme membres de l’AFC et leurs démentis 

 
 

Following the press conference announcing the launch of the AFC, the names of the armed groups and other 

personalities composing the AFC widely circulated on social media (see below). Some armed groups cited in 
this message denied being part of the AFC (see below).  

 

AFC’s initial declaration was soon deleted from the web.  

 
Screenshot of AFC initial message with the the components of the politico-military party provided to the Group:  
 

 

 
 

Screenshot of AFC initial message provided to the Group by several sources and circulating widely on social media 
  



S/2024/432 
 

 

74/298 24-07709 

 

Communiqués of armed groups denying their support to or affiliation with AFC: 
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DECLARATION CONJOINTE DE L'ALLIANCE DES FORCES PATRIOTIQUES POUR LA DEFENSE DU 
CONGO PORTANT DENONCIATION DE TENTATIVE DE MANIPULATION DE GROUPES ARMÉS DE 

L'ITURI 
 

Les membres de l'Alliance des Forces Patriotiques pour la Défense du Congo, A.F.P.D.C, constitué de différents 
groupes armés de l'Ituri dont la FRPI, URDPC-CODECO, FPIC, ZAIRE, MAI-MAI SIMBA-FDDP, URC-FPC, 

MAPI, réunis à la date ci-dessous en Ituri, pour consolider leur unité dans l'objectif de soutenir les efforts de 

pacification de l'Ituri tel que proné par le chef de l'Etat; 
 

Ayant été surpris de voir circuler sur les réseaux sociaux des textes politiciens reprenant sans consensus les noms 
de certains groupes armés de l'Ituri dont FRPI, ZAIRE et TCHINI YA KILIMA, pourtant engagés au sein de 

l'A.F.P.D.C, pour promouvoir la Force-Wazalendu-Reserviste de l'Ituri; 
 

Dans le souci majeur de prouver au monde entier sa détermination pout défendre le territoire national congolais 

en union avec la FARDC; 
 

Déclare unanimement ce qui suit: 
 

1. L'Alliance des Forces Patriotiques pour la Défense du Congo, A.F.P.D.C, en sigle met en garde tout politicien 

congolais avide d'argent et de pouvoir qui vise à intoxiquer et surtout à détruire le processus de pacification de 

l'Ituri en cours, en faisant campagne médiatique mensongère et diffamatoire au nom des groupes armés de l'Ituri. 
 

2. Dément farouchement toute implication et toute  participation des groupes armés de l'Ituri composant 
l'A.F.P.D.C, aux alliances traitres conclues à Nairobi entre les M 23 et un nouveau  mouvement politico militaire  

attribué au leadership de  Corneille NANGA. 
 

3. L'A.F.P.D.C réitère son engagement pour la Défense décisive  de l'intégrité territoriale du Congo, en franche 
collaboration avec les Forces Armés de la République Démocratque du Congo, FARDC en sigle, pour faire 

preuve de son adhésion au sein des Forces réservistes Congolaises. 
 

4. L'A.F.P.D.C attend juste voir la mise en place de l'équipe de la Coordination provinciale des Forces réservistes 

Congolaises en Ituri, pour actualiser son engagement. 
 

Ou le salut de notre RDC ou la mort. 
 

Pour l'A.F.P.D.C 

Le Porte-parole 
 

 

Above documents received from armed group sources 
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Annex 15 (para.27) 
 

Appointment of AFC leaders 
 

Nomination des dirigeants de l’AFC  

 
 

Communique posted on the X 9formerly twitter)’s page of AFC  https://x.com/afcongo/sta-

tus/1760775346851385754?s=48&t=oT9StWa0RjcInyuvFVEygQ 

https://x.com/afcongo/status/1760775346851385754?s=48&t=oT9StWa0RjcInyuvFVEygQ
https://x.com/afcongo/status/1760775346851385754?s=48&t=oT9StWa0RjcInyuvFVEygQ
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Annex 16 (para.28)  
 

AFC delegates touring regional states and M23-controlled areas since late December 2023  
 

Les délégués de l'AFC visitent les États régionaux et les zones contrôlées par le M23 depuis fin décembre 

2023. 
 

According to multiple sources, Nangaa returned to Uganda in early March 2024. On this occasion, Corneille Nangaa held 

meetings with representatives of the Zaïre armed group from Ituri, including Zaire leader Logo Marine (see para. 152). 

Nangaa also met with an individual who is known to have been associated not only with key figures in the former M23 

rebellion in 2012, but also with individuals from former  RCD-KML44  networks and with Mbusa Nyamwisi (see also 

S/2013/433 paras. 62-71 and S/2016/466, para 193). 
 

 

Corneille Nangaa was also seen alongside M23’s political leader Bertrand Bisimwa, M23 “general” Sultani Makenga and 

M23 “colonel” Nzenze in Rutshuru, in late December 2023 (see picture below).  
 

 

 

 
 

From left to right: Corneille Nangaa (in blue), unknown, M23 “general” Sultani Makenga, Bertrand Bisimwa, Eric Nkuba 

and M23 “colonel” Nzenze 

 

Picture provided to the Group by Erik Nkuba 

__________________ 

44 RCD-Kisangani Liberation Movement  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n13/369/82/pdf/n1336982.pdf?token=TTVzMk3m8D4nfEaauK&fe=true
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n16/127/49/pdf/n1612749.pdf?token=6zkWMqNVfhz5HSrk2y&fe=true
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Annex 17 (para. 28) 

 

AFC rally in Kiwanja, Rutshuru territory on 28 March 2024 

 

La réunion AFC à Kiwanja, en territoire de Rutshuru le 28 mars 2024 
 

On 28 March 2024, AFC held its first rally in Kiwanja, Rutshuru territory. At that meeting, Corneille Nangaa, threatened to 

conquer Goma and Kinshasa. This declaration hinted at the AFC-M23 objective to destabilize and undermine the Govern-

ment of the DRC. On a video shot45 during this rally, Nangaa appears claiming: 

 

“We will conquer Goma and Kinshasa.” 

 

“Nous allons prendre Goma et marcher sur Kinshasa” 

 
 

 

 
 

Pictures received from sources linked to M23 

__________________ 

45 On file with the Secretariat.  
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Annex 18 (para. 28) 

 

Prominent political figures joining AFC  

 

D'éminentes personnalités politiques rejoignent l'AFC 

 
At the rally held in Kiwanja on 30 March 2024, AFC leader Nangaa appeared alongside prominent political figures including 

Adam Chalwe, Yannick Tshisola and Henry Maggie Walifetu, of the former DRC ruling party, People’s Party for Recon-

struction and Democracy (PPRD).  
 

 

 

 

 
 

From left to right: Adam Chalwe, Yannick Tshisola and Henry Maggie Walifetu, all members of former ruling party, Parti 

du Peuple pour la Reconstruction et la Démocratie (PPRD) in Kiwanja on 30 March 2024. 

 

Picture provided to the Group by Civil Society 
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Other political actors joining AFC: Jean-Jacques Mamba Kamamba defecting MLC and assuming official AFC 

membership 

 

D'autres acteurs politiques rejoignent l'AFC : Jean-Jacques Mamba Kamamba quitte le MLC et devient officielle-

ment membre de l'AFC 

 

On 26 February 2024, Jean-Jacques Mamba Kamamba, a former member of the Movement pour la liberation du Congo 
(MLC) who was a candidate in the December 2023 legislative elections, announced his adhesion to AFC during a press 

conference that he organized in Brussels.  

 

Lawrence Kanyuka, in an official communiqué on 26 February 2024, announced that Jean-Jacques Mamba Kamamba offi-

cially adhered to AFC as “high cadre of the Alliance (AFC)”. AFC leadership issued a welcoming letter to that effect (see 

below). 
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Communiqué published on 26 February 2024 

https://x.com/lawrencekanyuka/status/1776589059806105692?s=48&t=oT9StWa0RjcInyuvFVEygQ 

 

 

https://x.com/lawrencekanyuka/status/1776589059806105692?s=48&t=oT9StWa0RjcInyuvFVEygQ
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Annex 20 (para. 30) 

 

Update on regional initiatives 

Mise à jour sur les initiatives régionales 

Regional initiatives to improve peace and security in the region intensified from February 2024 onwards (see also 

S/2023/431, annex 16 and S/2022/967, annex 22).  

Initiatives such as the African Union Heads of State summit in Addis Ababa on 17 February 2024 and the Heads of 

State meeting in Angola on 27 February, organized by AU mediator and President of Angola President Joao Lourenco, 

aimed at relaunching the peace process and initiating a direct dialogue between the governments of the DRC and 

Rwanda.  

A ministerial meeting on the security and peace situation in eastern DRC was held in Luanda on 21 March 2024 under 

the auspices of the African Union. The meeting was facilitated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 

Angola and attended by delegations from the DRC and Rwanda, led by their respective Ministers of Foreign Affairs. 

According to the minutes of the meeting obtained by the Group (see below), participants proposed concrete commit-

ments to the heads of state of the DRC and Rwanda, namely that:  

(1) the Luanda and Nairobi Processes remain the main reference instruments for achieving peace and security in 

the eastern part of the DRC;  

(2) cessation of hostilities, including a supervised ceasefire, accompanied by a process of disengagement of 

forces;  

(3) the DRC delegation committed to present a plan to neutralize the FDLR accompanied by a program of action 

to be presented at the next ministerial meeting;  

(4) following the implementation of this plan to neutralize the FDLR, the Rwandan delegation committed to 

review the measures and arrangement adopted to ensure its defense and security; 

(5) the adoption and reinforcement of confidence-building measures between the parties, including  

 (a) the joint information exchange cell created as part of the American initiative. Participants proposed 

to the Heads of State the integration of Angola in this cell);  

 (b) a mutual security guarantee mechanism between the DRC and Rwanda;  

 (c) the establishment of a climate of appeasement avoiding, in particular, hate speech and verbal attacks 

between the two parties;  

(6) pursue discussions with a view to finding a peaceful and lasting solution to the challenges of peace and 

security in the eastern part of the DRC; 

(7) the holding in Luanda of a second ministerial meeting in preparation for the next summit of heads of state to 

be held in Luanda, Angola, in April 2024. 

At the ministerial meeting, the two parties also noted the following dissents over the cessation of hostilities: 

(1) For the DRC delegation, the disengagement of forces implies the withdrawal of RDF from DRC territory; 

(2) For the Rwandan delegation, the cessation of hostilities implies a supervised ceasefire between the FARDC 

and the M23, accompanied by a process of disengagement of forces. 

It is noteworthy that the minutes of the ministerial meeting refer to “the two parties”, i.e., Rwanda and the DRC, sitting 

at the negotiation table, discussing the “cessation of hostilities”, “a supervised ceasefire” and the “disengagement of 

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/123/80/pdf/n2312380.pdf?token=JgjmrK1dySmj69CYJ7&fe=true
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2022%2F967&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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forces”. This asserts Rwanda’s role as a key party to the conflict. The Group also notes that the ability to negotiate and 

implement a ceasefire demonstrates the Rwandan Government’s effective authority and control over the troops present 

on DRC territory, engaged in combat (see also annex 21).  

At the time of drafting, the Presidents of the DRC and Rwanda had expressed their readiness to meet, albeit under 

certain conditions.  

The Group notes that at time of drafting, there existed a real risk of further escalation of the conflict into a wider regional 

conflict involving Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda and the DRC, as documented in the report.  

Annex 21 provides information on other confidence-building measures. 

 

  



S/2024/432 
 

 

84/298 24-07709 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 
S/2024/432 

 

24-07709 85/298 

 

 

 
 

Document received from confidential source 
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Annex 21 (para. 31) 

Temporary ceasefire brokered between the DRC and Rwandan Presidents in November and December 

2023 

 

Cessez-le-feu temporaire négocié entre les Présidents de la RDC et du Rwanda en novembre et décembre 

2023 

 

• In November 2023, confidence-building measures were agreed upon by the Rwandan and Congolese govern-

ments under the aegis of the United States. Diplomatic and intelligence sources informed the Group that the 

agreement included (a) the withdrawal of RDF troops from Petit Nord; (b) the engagement of FARDC to stop 

collaborating with, and supporting, the FDLR (see also paras. 70-80); and (c) the engagement of the DRC 

government to keep its CH4 armed drones grounded for an initial 4-day ceasefire period. The latter engagement 

was subsequently extended to 28 December 2023. The U.S. government made explicit reference to (b) as being 

one of the terms of the negotiations when, in a statement46 issued on 17 February 2024, it called on the DRC 
government “to continue to support confidence building measures, including ceasing all cooperation with the 

Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR)”47 (see also full text of the statement below). 

 

• The agreement under the aegis of the United States was driven by the desire to ensure stability during the 

electoral process and the presidential elections which were held on 20 December 2023. In light thereof, a 

further escalation of the tensions between the DRC and Rwanda had to be avoided.   

 

• On 11 December 2023, the U.S. National Intelligence Director Avril Haines and other US officials brokered a 

temporary (72 hours) ceasefire between the Presidents of the DRC and Rwanda and called for M23’s with-

drawal from several localities including Karuba and Bihambwe, north-west of Goma. Diplomatic, intelligence 

and security sources also reported that the engagement of the DRC government to keep its CH4 armed drones 

grounded was extended. 
 

 

  

__________________ 

46 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/12/11/statement-from-nsc-spokesperson-adrienne-watson-

welcoming-the-ceasefire-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/  
47 https://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/  

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/12/11/statement-from-nsc-spokesperson-adrienne-watson-welcoming-the-ceasefire-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/12/11/statement-from-nsc-spokesperson-adrienne-watson-welcoming-the-ceasefire-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
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Statement also available online 
 

• Immediately after the announcement of the temporary ceasefire, several hundreds of RDF soldiers retired from 

RDF main positions in Masisi territory,48 including from the “trois antennes” area in Mushaki and from their 

positions in Kilolirwe, as shown on the picture below.49  Aerial footage of 14 December 2023 also showed 150 

to 180 RDF soldiers in Mabenga, Rutshuru territory, in two trucks which thereafter moved towards Kahunga, 

prior to returning to Rwanda.50 Other RDF troops, however, remained at their positions, including in Kibumba 
area, as shown on a video shot on 17 December 2024.51  

 

• Aerial footage of 15 December also showed RDF soldiers retreating in the vicinity of Kilolirwe (see screenshot 

below). 

 

__________________ 

48 Security, intelligence and UN sources, and confidential documents.  
49 Security and intelligence sources.  
50 Intelligence, diplomatic and security sources.  
51 Aerial footage on file with the Group.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/12/11/statement-from-nsc-spokesperson-adrienne-watson-welcoming-the-ceasefire-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
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Screenshot of the 15 December aerial footage provided to the Group by a confidential source 

 

• Following the end of the ceasefire on 28 December 2023 which had triggered a partial retreat of the RDF, RDF 

elements again entered DRC territory and recaptured their previously abandoned positions, following which 

M23 and RDF were able to rapidly extend the area under their control (see annex 22 and annexes 27 to 29). 

 

• It is noteworthy that in the context of the negotiations brokered by the United States in December 2023, it was 

not publicly discussed in what capacity Rwanda’s president Paul Kagame was sitting at the negotiating table, 

agreeing to a ceasefire, while continuing to deny any involvement in the conflict, and while the United States 
did not hold any negotiations with M23 representatives. The United States explicitly acknowledged having 

negotiated with the two Presidents, Felix Tshisekedi of the DRC, and Paul Kagame of Rwanda. Consequently, 

Rwanda negotiating a ceasefire agreement and effectively implementing it – albeit temporarily – asserts 

Rwanda’s role as a key party to the conflict. The Group notes that the ability to negotiate and implement a 

ceasefire, with immediate effect, leading to troop withdrawals, demonstrates the Rwandan government’s ef-

fective authority and control over the troops present on DRC territory and engaged in combat.  

 

• On 17 February 2024, the escalation of fighting led to the United States once again publicly52 condemning 

Rwanda’s involvement in the conflict through its support to M23 and called on Rwanda to “immediately with-

draw all Rwanda Defense Force personnel from the DRC and remove its surface-to-air missile systems, which 

threaten the lives of civilians, UN and other regional peacekeepers, humanitarian actors, and commercial 
flights in the eastern DRC”.  

  

  

__________________ 

52 https://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/ 

https://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
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Statement accessible at https://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/ 
 

• In a statement issued the following day, on 18 February 2024 (see below), Rwanda swiftly responded to the 

US government’s specific request to remove its surface-to-air missiles systems from the DRC, in addition to 

immediately withdrawing all its Rwanda Defence Force (RDF) personnel (see full text of the statement below). 

Rwanda retorted that it was exercising its right to self-defence, and faced with threats from and by the DRC, 

it “has adjusted its posture accordingly”, including “measures to ensure complete air defense of Rwandan 

territory, and to degrade offensive air capabilities, following the introduction of advanced Chinese CH-

4 attack drones by DRC in 2023, and repeated violations of Rwandan airspace by Congolese fighter jets” 

[emphasis added]. The Group recalls that the last CH4 armed drone was shot down 7 February 2024 by a 

highly sophisticated mobile short-range air defense system (SHORAD) with a mounted, rotating radar and 

surface-to-air missile (see paras. 47-48, annex 23, and annexes 33 to 35).  
 

• The Group recalls that such a sophisticated weapon system could have only entered DRC territory by road, 

through a neighbouring country, and its presence was recorded for the first time in eastern North Kivu, in M23- 

and RDF-controlled territories. The Group sent a request for information to the Government of Rwanda on 12 

April 2024 regarding the diversion of military materiel from its intended legal and end-user and/or end-use, 

including with regards to the SHORAD system. The Government of Rwanda responded on 25 April 2024, 
dismissing the Group’s inquiry in the following terms: “Regarding short-range air defence (SHORAD) systems 

allegedly identified in Bumbi, Rutshuru Territory, the Government of Rwanda rejects the use of drone imagery 

from undisclosed sources to give credence to pre-conceived narratives regarding Rwanda’s advanced wea-

ponry in DRC. The Government of Rwanda does not attach any credibility or importance to such unverified 

evidence.”  
  

https://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
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Accessible at https://www.minaffet.gov.rw/updates/news-details/rwanda-clarifies-security-posture 

https://www.minaffet.gov.rw/updates/news-details/rwanda-clarifies-security-posture
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Annex 22 (para. 34) 

 

Maps showing the M23/RDF area of influence and the encirclement of Goma town, and details regarding 

the increase of M23/RDF area of influence 

 

Cartes montrant la zone d'influence du M23 et des RDF et l'encerclement de la ville de Goma, et détails 

concernant l'augmentation de la zone d'influence des M23 et RDF 
 

 

• Map of M23 and RDF area of operations in February 2024 showing the encirclement of Goma 

 

 
 

Map received by the Group from confidential source on 18 February 2024 

 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 

 

Red bullets: M23 and/or RDF presence 

Red areas: M23 and RDF areas of influence 

Green areas: Projected clashes [as of February 2024] 

Yellow areas: Contested areas 
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• The Group notes that as of 10 April 2024, when the present report was finalized, M23 and RDF’s area of 

influence was the largest ever recorded and included (see also a visual illustration on the map below): 
 

- most of Rutshuru territory 

- eastern Masisi territory 

- northern Nyiragongo territory 

- part of Lake Kivu (Minova area) 

- part of Lake Edward (Vitshumbi area).  

 

• Between November 2023 and 12 March 2024, M23 and RDF’s area of influence increased by almost 70 per-

cent.  

 

• The map of M23 and RDF’s area of operations mid-March 2024 (below-map 2) showed significant expan-

sion towards the north, which increased M23 and RDF’s area of influence by 30 percent in one single week 
(4-11 March 2024). 

 

• By comparison, the maps below illustrate the M23 and RDF’s area of influence in March 2024 (below-map 2) 

and July 2023 (below - map 1). The Group notes that M23/RDF did not increase its area of operations between 

12 March and 10 April 2024.53 

  

__________________ 

53 The present report covers investigations conducted up to 10 April 2024.  
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Map 1 - M23 and RDF’s area of operations in July 2023 
 

 

Maps received from confidential sources 

Map Data: Google, ©2024 Source, Imagery Date: 13072023 

 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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Map 2 - M23 and RDF’s area of operations in mid-March 2024 

 

Map received from confidential sources  

 

Map Data: Google, ©2024 Source, Imagery Date: 12032024 
 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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• For another comparison, the maps below, obtained from another source, illustrate the M23 and RDF’s occupied 

areas on 28 December 2023 (map 1) and 8 April 2024 (map 2):  
 

Map 1 - M23 and RDF’s area of operations in December 2023 

 
Map 2 - M23 and RDF’s area of operations in April 2024 

Maps received by the Group from a confidential source 

 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on these maps do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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• The Group recalls that information regarding M23 infiltrations in other areas including Kalehe territory (north-
ern South Kivu), Beni territory, Kisangani area (13 km north-east of Kanyabayonga) were regularly reported 

at time of drafting, however the Group was not yet able to corroborate this to the required standard of proof.  

 

• Several recently captured or surrendered M23 combatants, as well as an RDF officer captured by the FARDC 

in January 2024, conveyed to the Group that seizing Goma remained one of the stated objectives of M23, 

although this was denied by an M23 communiqué (see below). In this regard, several sources claimed that 

RDF’s objective was also to capture Goma and Bukavu, but other sources, however, reported that the Rwandan 

authorities were reluctant to seize both cities. In the meantime, AFC coordinator, Corneille Nangaa, during a 

public meeting in Kiwanja on 28 March 2024, announced that they would soon take Goma, among other loca-

tions. 

 

• All M23 combatants reported that M23 alone did not have the military capacity to take Goma or Bukavu. This 
analysis was confirmed by researchers, RDF officers, sources close to Rwanda, intelligence and security 

sources.  

 

 

M23 communiqué refuting allegations that M23’s intention was to seize Goma 

 
 

Document received from M23 source and available on social media 
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Annex 23 (para. 35) 

 

Examples of CH4 drone strikes targeting M23  

 

Exemples de frappes de drones CH4 visant le M23 

 

• On 6 January 2024, 22 M23 combatants, including several young trainees and several RDF officers, were 

killed in a CH4 drone strike carried out by the FARDC on M23 positions in Nyongera military camp, 2 kilo-

metres north of Kiwanja.54 According to intelligence and security sources, the drone strike was carried out 

because FARDC had received information regarding the holding of a meeting in Nyongera that day, and also 

because Nyongera reportedly hosted an M23 ammunition depot.  
 

• On 16 January 2024, “colonel” Castro Mberabagabo, M23’s military intelligence chief, was killed in a second 

CH4 drone strike carried out by the FARDC. Another high-ranking M23 officer, Erasto Bahati Musanga, M23’s 

chief of finance, was severely wounded, along other M23 soldiers. During a conversation with the Group that 

same day, sanctioned individual Willy Ngoma (CDi.044), M23 military spokesperson, acknowledged the kill-

ing of Castro and Bahati.  

 

• In a communiqué of 17 January 2024 (see below), M23 reported the killing of two of its commanders and 

qualified the CH4 drones strike as a violation of the ceasefire (see below). However, information obtained later 

by the Group revealed that Erasto Bahati had been severely wounded but not killed during the drone strike. 

After his recovery in a hospital, Erasto Bahati returned to M23-controlled territory. On 28 March 2024, he 
appeared publicly during a meeting organized by AFC in Kiwanja.  

 

• On 18 January 2024, a third CH4 drone strike targeted M23 positions close to Rumeneti and Kilolirwe. Secu-

rity and intelligence sources reported that M23 stored weaponry and ammunition in these positions, which was 

the reason for this new drone strike.  

 

• The Group notes that at time of drafting, all three CH4 drones of the DRC Government (S/2023/990, annex 

20) had been neutralized, setting back the FARDC air attack capabilities to previous levels. On 6 January 2024, 

the first CH4 drone was neutralized by M23 or RDF while operating at 7 kilometers north-west of Kibumba, 

Rutshuru territory. On 24 January 2024, the second CH4 drone crashed on the airstrip in Kavumu, South Kivu, 

following a collision with a fire-fighting vehicle while landing. On 7 February 2024, a mobile short-range air 

defence system (SHORAD) in Kahunga, 5 km north of Kiwanja, shot down the last CH4 drone. 

 

  

__________________ 

54 Security and M23 sources.  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/364/37/pdf/n2336437.pdf?token=w4nX1bM6CwmTFE7qmb&fe=true
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Document received from M23 source and published on social media 
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Annex 24 (para. 35) 

Appointments and promotions among M23 military and civilian staff 

 

Nominations et promotions au sein du personnel militaire et civil du M23 

 

• On 23 January 2024, M23 leadership announced the promotion of the following M23 officers, “considering 

the need to regularize the administrative situation of officers of the Congolese Revolutionary Army (ARC) for 

their bravery and feats of arms in the performance of their mission” (see below): 
 

• “Brigadier-General” Gacheri Musanga Justin (previously “colonel”) 

• “Colonel Nsanze Nzamuye Jimmy (previously “lieutenant-colonel”) 

• “Colonel” Karangwa Bihire Justin (previously “lieutenant-colonel”) 

• “Lieutenant-colonel” Nsengiymva Mutekano Innocent (previously “major”) 

• “Lieutenant-colonel” Mbanjimbere Innocent (previously “major”) 

• “Lieutenant-colonel” Makomari Ruben (previously “major”) 

• “Lieutenant-colonel” Kasongo Papy (previously “major”) 

• “Lieutenant-colonel” Mwiseneza Gakwaya Christin (previously “major”) 

• “Lieutenant-colonel” Ngoma Willy (previously “major”) 
 

• The Group notes that Willy Ngoma is a sanctioned individual (CDi.044) 

 

 
Document received from M23 source 
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• On 23 January 2024, the M23 leadership also announced appointments of M23 department heads and deputy de-

partment heads (see below): 
 

 

 
 

Document received from M23 source 
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Annex 25 (para. 35) 

 

M23 parallel administration, and heavy-handed control over civilians and humanitarian actors 

 

Administration parallèle du M23, et un contrôle rigoureux sur les civils et les acteurs humanitaires 

 

• M23 parallel administration 

 
M23 continued to operate and develop its parallel administration, and taxed civilians and economic actors in all areas 
under its control (paras. 127-130 and 141-144). The parallel administration established by M23 also included intelli-

gence networks, as confirmed by civil society sources and eyewitnesses in M23 controlled areas.  In the area under its 

control, M23 seized by force public and private properties to install its administration and parallel services.  

 

Several administrateurs de territoires, chefs de groupements, chefs de localité, security officers and other local author-

ities were installed by M23, for example: 

 

In Rutshuru territory: 

• M23 Territorial Administrator; Prince Mpabuka 

 

In Kitchanga town (Masisi territory): 

• M23 Chief of Kitchanga cité; Mangunga Kibanja Patient 

• M23 Deputy Chief of Kitchanga cite: Batachoka Niyomugabo Faustin 

 

In Bweza groupement (Bwisha chefferie, Rutshuru territory) : 

• M23 Chief of Bweza groupement: Nsengiyunva Rukeribuga Emmanuel 

• M23 Chief of Tanda locality: Bahati Sinabajije 

• M23 Chief of Ntamugenga locality: Habarugira Gasigwa Jean-Mondo 

• M23 Chief of Kabasanza locality: Kabirigi Senyamarwa 

• M23 security officers of Rutsiro locality: Bizamana Sebaya 

• M23 security officer of Ntamugenga center: Innocent Kibirima 

• M23 Chief ANR in Rutshuru territory: Ntiriniga Bashoboye Papias 

• M23 Chief agriculture of Bweza groupement: Nsanzimana Sekinanira 

• M23 Chief peace and security Bweza groupement: Dusabe Muvuzankawaya 

 

In Gisigari groupement (Bwisha chefferie, Rutshuru territory) : 

• M23 Chief of Gisigari groupement: Nzamuye Kabaya 

• M23 Police commissioner and Chief peace and security of Gisigari groupement: Charigufi Baraka 

• M23 Chief of Rubare village: Maguru 

 

In Kalengera locality (Gisigari groupement, Bwisha chefferie, Rutshuru territory), M23 nominated four chiefs as the 

locality was split into 4 sections by M23: 

•  Ndazeya Kanuma, Kigani Bodoue, Kabera Batega and Nyabade. 

 

In Kako locality (Gisigari groupement, Bwisha chefferie, Rutshuru territory), M23 nominated two chiefs as the locality 

was split into 2 sections by M23: 

• M23 Chief of Kako Nord: Kasengele Birusha Nyarubwa 

• M23 Deputy Chief of Kako Nord: Dogo Mayaka 

• M23 Chief of Kako Sud: Bahati Bideri 

• M23 Deputy Chief of Kako Sud: Sibomana Mafara. The Group notes that Bahati Bidera was arrested by M23 

in early March 2024 because he was accused of collaborating with FDLR. He has remained incommunicado 

since.  
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In Jomba groupement (Bwisha chefferie, Rutshuru territory): 

 

• M23 Chief of Jomba groupement: Mwambutsa 

• Chief of Bunagana town: Désiré Kanyamarere 

• Chief of Bunagana locality: Sekabara Rumazimisi 

• Deputy Chief of Bunagana locality: Nziza  

Example of a M23 communiqué announcing appointments of individuals part of the parallel administration network: 

 
Document received from M23 source 
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• Heavy-handed control over civilians and humanitarian actors 

 
 

Multiple sources reported that M23 increased its heavy-handed control over the populations living in the territories it 

controls, in particular since the 16 January CH4 drone strike (para. 35). On several occasions, civilians were forced to 

attend public coordination and/or public outreach meetings organized by M23. During these meetings, instructions and 

orders were given, including instructions to send youth to training centres, curfew orders and orders to participate in 

communal works called “Salongo” (para. 117).  

 

In parallel, M23 drastically decreased the free movement of humanitarian agencies and NGOs in M23-controlled areas, 

and increased pressure on, and control of, humanitarians in these areas. Multiple sources reported that heavy-handed 

control over humanitarian actors increased since the CH4 drone strikes of January 2024, i.e., since “colonel” Imani 

Nzenze Idi became the M23’s liaison with NGOs and humanitarian agencies after the killing of “colonel” Castro Mbera-

bagabo. Between January and April 2024, five NGO staff were arrested by M23. They had been released at time of 
drafting. M23 aimed at controlling all activities of NGOs and humanitarian agencies on the ground and prevented the 

holding of some activities. M23 also tried to orient aid distribution, which was refused by humanitarian actors involved 

at time of drafting, putting pressure on their relationship with M23 leaders and combatants on the ground. At the time 

of drafting, NGOs and humanitarian agencies were still subject to cumbersome conditions for access to M23 controlled 

areas.  

 

The M23 communiqué below is an illustration of instructions given to NGOs in M23 controlled areas, and criticism 

levelled at NGOs:  
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Document received from confidential source 
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Annex 26 (para. 38) 

 

Military training camp at Tchanzu 

 

Camp d’entrainement militaire a Tchanzu 

 
Aerial imagery captured on 19 December 2023 confirmed the existence of a well-established M23 military camp and 

associated training ground in Tchanzu (see below). The first image depicts the main hilltop section of Tchanzu military 

camp, occupied by M23. The large gatherings of men in the second and third image, depicting more than 60 persons in 

organized formation, is consistent with testimonies describing ongoing military training at that location during that 

period. 
 

Former M23 combatants, who have spent weeks to months at the camp, confirmed details about its location, layout, 

and organization. This camp, serving as M23's primary training centre, also houses the largest prison and an important 

medical facility. 
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Source: Aerial images provided by UN sources. 
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Annex 27 (para. 40) 

 

Additional information on the presence and strategic positioning of RDF elements in Petit Nord, in-

cluding aerial footage and photographic evidence  

 

Informations supplémentaires sur la présence et le positionnement stratégique des éléments des FDR 

à Petit Nord, y compris des images aériennes et des preuves photographiques 

 

• Regarding the presence of RDF soldiers on DRC territory, see also: 

 

- S/2022/967, paras. 47-51 and annexes 29-32. 

- S/2023/431, paras. 54-61 and annexes 28-35. 

- S/2023/990, paras. 29-30 and annex 17. 

- Present report, annex 22, annexes 28 and 29, and annex 42 

 

• RDF soldiers’ presence at an elementary school in Kibumba, October 2023 

 

Aerial footage taken on 29 October 2023 showed RDF soldiers in uniforms equipped with weaponry and backpacks 

similar to standard RDF-issued equipment sitting next to (picture 1), and marching/standing in close vicinity of (-
1.493924°-29.340560°) (picture 2) the Emmaüs elementary school in Kibumba (-1.4923371-29.339487°). Aerial foot-

age also shows a vehicle on the primary school grounds (picture 3) and a vehicle with RDF soldiers sitting in the back 

in close vicinity of the school (-1.492741°-29.339585°) (picture 4). 

 

Civil society sources, eyewitnesses and intelligence sources identified the uniformed men in/around the elementary 

school in Kibumba as RDF soldiers, and reported that the elementary school was used by RDF as a logistical base.  

 

Picture 1  

 

 
 

 

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2022%2F967&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Picture 2 

 

Picture 3 

 

Picture 4 

 

Above: Screenshots of aerial footage received from confidential source 
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Map indicating the location (in red) of the elementary school Emmaüs  

 

Map data ©2024 Google 

 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 

 

• RDF south of Kilolirwe, November 2023 

 

Aerial footage shot on 22 November 2023 showed a large gathering of RDF soldiers (pictures 1 and 2), as well as RDF 

soldiers marching in columns on a road south of Kilolirwe carrying boxes, most likely boxes of ammunition (pictures 

3) (-1.4374778°-29.0189361°). The soldiers in the imagery were equipped with uniforms and helmets similar to stand-

ard RDF-issued equipment and were identified as RDF soldiers by eyewitnesses, civil society, security and intelligence 

sources. 

Pictures 1 and 2 
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Picture 3 

 

Screenshots of aerial footage received from a confidential source 
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Map indicating the location (in red) of the RDF on 22 November 2023 in the vicinity of Kilolirwe 

 

Map data ©2024 Google 

 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United  

 

• RDF east of Kilolirwe, December 2023 

 

Aerial footage taken on 23 and 25 December 2023 showed RDF soldiers few kilometres east of Kilolirwe 
(1°24’45.04”S-29°01’08.03”E), some carrying ammunition. The soldiers were equipped with uniforms, helmets and 

backpacks similar to standard RDF-issued equipment, and were identified as RDF soldiers by eyewitnesses, civil soci-

ety, security and intelligence sources. 
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Screenshot of aerial footage received by the Group from a confidential source. 

 
• RDF in Bunagana, DRC, December 2023 

 

On 21 December 2023, soldiers and new vehicles were spotted in Bunagana. Intelligence and M23 sources informed the 

Group of RDF and UPDF presence in Bunagana during that time.  

 

Picture received by the Group from a confidential source 
 

 

• RDF east of Kilolirwe in January 2024 

 

On 27 December 2023 (picture 1), as well as on 5 January (picture 2 and 3), 9 January (picture 4), 15 January (picture 

5) and 20 January 2024, soldiers in uniforms equipped with weaponry and backpacks similar to standard RDF-issued 
equipment were spotted east (1°24’53.80S-29°01’34.88”E) and southeast of Kilolirwe (1°24’54.05”S-29_01’32.02”E). 

Intelligence and civil society sources identified the soldiers as RDF soldiers. 
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Picture 1 

 

 
 

Picture 2 
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Picture 3 

 

Picture 4 

 

Picture 5 

 

Screenshots of aerial footage received by the Group from confidential sources 
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• RDF on the Kalengera-Tongo road 

 

On 27 January 2024, eyewitnesses, civil society and intelligence sources reported the movement of some 800 RDF 

soldiers on the road linking Kalengera and Tongo, in Rutshuru territory, through the Virunga National Park (VNP). The 

Group notes that the road linking Kalengera and Tongo was frequently used by RDF to transport logistics from Rutshuru 

territory into Masisi territory. The Group received multiple reports of a supply of both manpower and logistics through 

this road. The RDF soldiers observed on 27 February reportedly belong to the RDF Special Forces. 55 

 

• RDF on strategic positions 

 

Since the reinforcement of RDF troops in Petit Nord in late December 2023 and early January 2024, RDF presence was 

observed at several positions close to the frontline (see also annexes 28 and 29, and annex 42).56  

 

The following annexes provide additional information on RDF presence and strategic positioning of RDF troops. 

__________________ 

55 Intelligence and security sources.  
56 Confidential documents including aerial footage, FARDC and security sources, Wazalendo combatants and intelligence 

sources.  
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Annex 28 (para. 41) 

 

RDF troops entering the DRC in January 2024, and RDF and M23 elements taking control over addi-

tional areas around Sake and North of Sake 

 

Entrée des troupes du RDF en RDC en janvier 2024, et prise de contrôle par le RDF et M23 de zones 

supplémentaires autour de Sake et au nord de Sake 
 

• Aerial footage shot on 6 (picture 1 and 3), 17 and 20 January 2024 (picture 2) showed soldiers in Kibumba in 
uniforms equipped with weaponry and backpacks similar to standard RDF-issued equipment, and a vehicle 

carrying RDF soldiers. An earlier video shot on 23 December 2023, on file with the Secretariat, also showed 

a column of soldiers in uniforms crossing the road from the east (border with Rwanda) to the west (DRC).  

 

• In the second half of December 2023 and January 2024, civil society sources, local authorities and eyewit-

nesses reported that RDF troops and RDF vehicles arrived from the Rwandan side of the border and entered 

the DRC through Kabuhanga, south of Kibumba, and other border crossings in Kibumba/Buhumba. Aerial 

footage shot on 25 January 2024, on file with the Secretariat, showed 90 RDF soldiers crossing a road in 

Kibumba from the east to the west, into Virunga National Park. On two other videos (pictures 4 and 5) shot on 

25 January 2024, three pick-up vehicles and three trucks with RDF soldiers were observed on the same road 

going towards the north. 
 

 

Picture 1 
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Picture 2 

 

Picture 3 
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Pictures 4 and 5 

 

Screenshot from aerial footage received by the Group from a confidential source 

• In the first days of February 2024, RDF took control of a large number of hills southwest of Sake, including 

Ngingwe and Kiluku, close to Minova. On 3 February 2024, following heavy fighting with the FARDC, the Wazal-
endo armed groups and the FDLR, M23 and RDF took control of Shasha and Kirotshe villages in Masisi territory, 

southwest of Sake and only few kilometres away from the border with South Kivu, thus cutting off access to the 

road connecting Goma to Bukavu in South Kivu. Since the takeover of Shasha village, heavy fighting resumed (see 

also S/2023/431, para. 42) in the vicinity of Sake, only 20 kilometres from Goma, and was ongoing at time of 

drafting 

 

• The Group notes that RDF interventions were critical to the M23 advances southwest of Sake, including taking 

control of Shasha on the RN2. This was confirmed by M23, intelligence, security, FARDC and Wazalendo sources, 

as well as by sources close to Rwanda and one RDF officer.  

 

• Following the deployment of additional RDF and M23 troops in the area, on 7 February 2024 M23 and RDF 
attacked FARDC and Wazalendo positions on Jerusalem, Malehe and Nenero hills, only a few kilometres north of 

Sake. FARDC positions soon collapsed under the military pressure, and FARDC withdrew towards the Sake-

Kitchanga road. Consequently, MONUSCO defensive positions were the only ones remaining to block further 

advancements by M23 and RDF towards Sake and Goma at that time.57 On the same day, M23 and RDF advanced 

towards the so-called “three-antennas” area, 5 kilometres northwest of Sake. Clashes were reported in several areas 

in close vicinity of Sake and along the Sake-Mushaki axis. The 7 February clashes were particularly deadly, leaving 

around 150 fighters killed, including FARDC, “Wazalendo”, PMC elements, M23 combatants and RDF soldiers. 

 

• On 12 February 2024, M23 with RDF support relaunched offensive operations in the direction of Sake on the 

northern, northwestern and western axes.58 On the northern road, they captured Luhanga, 10 km north of Sake. On 

the western axis, they reached Mitumbala, 5 kilometres west of Sake. On the northwest axis, they advanced on the 
Malehe and Nenero ridges.59 

 

• The Group notes that since the reinforcement of RDF troops in early January 2024, RDF presence was observed at 

several positions close to the frontline, in particular around Sake. This was a shift in operational strategy, as RDF 

troops were previously positioned mainly on more remote positions, leaving M23 at frontline positions, with RDF 

intervening only to capture new territories and withdrawing again to the more remote positions.60 In mid-February 

2024, most RDF positions at the frontline around Sake were again handed over to M23. However, since mid-March 

2024 RDF had returned to frontline positions and were involved in fighting around Sake. At the time of drafting, 

around 500 RDF and 500 M23 were reportedly positioned in Sake-Karuba. 

 

__________________ 

57 UN report, security and FARDC sources.  
58 Idem 
59 Idem.  
60 Confidential documents including aerial footage, FARDC and security sources, “Wazalendo” combatants and intelligence 

sources.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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• During the offensives against the FARDC and Wazalendo, heavy weaponry such as mortars, artillery, and 120/122 

mm rockets, as well as sniper fire, were used, thus showing that M23, besides receiving support in manpower, also 
received substantial material support (see para. 46-54). 

 

• Since the escalation of the conflict in Sake area early February 2024, clashes between M23 and FARDC, Wazalendo 

elements, SAMIDRC and MONUSCO were recurrent, as there were also repeated exchanges of artillery shelling 

involving FARDC/SAMIDRC and M23/RDF in the vicinity of Sake and Minova, ongoing at the time of drafting.  

 

• On 4 April 2024, RDF took over MONUSCO blocking positions northwest of Sake after the Indian contingent of 

MONUSCO had withdrawn from those positions. RDF and some M23 were still positioned at the three positions 

at the time of drafting.  
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Annex 29 (para. 42) 

 

RDF troops providing critical support in the occupation of Rwindi in March 2024, and FARDC with-

drawal 

 

Les troupes du RDF apportant un soutien essentiel à la conquête et à l'occupation de Rwindi en mars 

2024, et retrait des FARDC 
 

• RDF entering Rwindi, and RDF and M23 occupation leading to massive population displacement 

 

- Two videos filmed by a MONUSCO peacekeeper on 9 March 2024, i.e., one day after the RDF’s takeover of 

Rwindi, showed a large column of RDF soldiers passing in front of MONUSCO FIB position in Rwindi (see 

picture below). Eyewitnesses reported that the soldiers spoke English, wore RDF uniforms, and identified 

themselves as being Rwandan.  

 

 
Screenshot of video received from UN source and on file with the Secretariat 

 

- Subsequently, RDF soldiers occupied Rwindi and established positions, including some positions immediately 
adjacent to MONUSCO bases.  

 

- Several sources reported that the RDF troops which were deployed and active at the northern front, notably 

Mabenga, Rwindi and Katanda, included members the 201st brigade as well as members of the RDF Reserve 

Force, totaling an estimated 1,000 soldiers. They had come from Kibuye, Rwanda. RDF troops of the 405th 

brigade were also active on the Mabenga-Rwindi axis.  

 

- Eyewitnesses, MONUSCO and security sources reported that M23 arrived only after RDF had taken and oc-

cupied Rwindi, and that both RDF and M23 settled in Rwindi. M23 troops on the Rwindi-Mabenga road were 

reportedly commanded by “colonel” Ernest Sebagenzi, commander of the 1st M23 Brigade. At the time of 

drafting, Sebagenzi was based in Vitshumbi, further towards the North. 

 

- In March 2024, there were several reports of M23 reinforcements in the Rwindi area. In late March 2024, the 

total number of both M23 and RDF in the Nyanzale-Rwindi area was estimated at 2000 in total.61 RDF and 

M23 still occupied Rwindi at time of drafting. 
 

- Nearly the entire population of Rwindi vacated the town prior to, and immediately after, the arrival and occu-

pation by RDF and M23 of Rwindi and its vicinity. Humanitarian sources reported that on 10 March, an addi-

tional 76,810 IDPs had been displaced towards Kanyabayonga and 6,000 persons had fled further north to-

wards Kirumba, in Lubero territory.  

 

__________________ 

61 Eyewitnesses. security sources, UN sources and confidential documents.  
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- Eyewitnesses and security sources informed the Group that RDF and M23 had expressed particular interest in 

taking over Rwindi’s ICCN62 airstrip, which is able to receive bomber aircraft. Earlier, M23 also showed in-

terest in the smaller Katale airstrip which they still occupied at time of drafting. M23 took measurements of 

Katale airstrip. 

 

 

• FARDC withdrawal prior to RDF arrival and FARDC military logistics left behind 

 

- FARDC had retreated, without fighting, from their main military camp in Rwindi prior to RDF and M23’s 
arrival. While FARDC retreated towards Kanyabayonga with most of their military supplies, they left some 

supplies behind, as reported to the Group by several sources on the ground. When M23 arrived in Rwindi, it 

recovered weapons and ammunition abandoned by FARDC, poorly hidden in a small building with a small 

locker, including:  

 

▪ 28 small arms and light weapons 

▪ 12 boxes with 12.7 mm ammunition 

▪ 7 SPG9 bombs 

▪ 3 bombs 82mm 

▪ 50 anti-tank grenades 

▪ 20 bombs (type unknown) 
▪ 4 boxes of 7.62x39 mm ammunition  

▪ 5 boxes of 7.62x54 mm ammunition 

 

- General Chiko Tshitambwe (S/2023/431, para. 80), FARDC commander of the Rwindi axis, was called back 

to Kinshasa on 20 March 2024. 

 

• MONUSCO FIB challenged position in Rwindi  

 

- The MONUSCO FIB elements had been  deployed in October 2023 in Rwindi as part of operation “Springbok” 

to block any advance by M23 further north. Documents consulted by the Group corroborated that MONUSCO 

FIB peacekeepers did not engage with RDF troops on 8 March 2024 when they arrived in Rwindi.  

 

- While MONUSCO was criticized on social media after Rwindi’s takeover, the Group notes that the 

MONUSCO FIB had received orders to use all methods at its disposal to neutralize any sighted M23 elements, 

including “firing upon armed groups”. The orders given, and the actual strength of MONUSCO FIB deployed 
at blocking positions in Rwindi (400 soldiers and mortar platoon), showed MONUSCO’s firm engagement 

and readiness to stop M23’s territorial conquest (see below). However, FARDC troops had already retreated 

from the area prior to RDF’s arrival, leaving the MONUSCO FIB alone facing RDF troops. RDF’s overwhelm-

ing combat strength reportedly prevented the planned military engagement by MONUSCO and compelled the 

MONUSCO FIB to leave the positions in Rwindi, as also requested by the FARDC hierarchy. 

 

- RDF, and subsequently M23, occupied Rwindi without any opposition from either FARDC or MONUSCO.  

 

• Counter-offensive 

 

- In early April 2024, FARDC launched a counter-offensive to recover lost territories in Rutshuru. On 3 April, 

exchanges of indirect fire between M23 and FARDC were reported in Rwindi area. Two days later, on 5 April, 

in the area north of Kibirizi, FARDC clashed with M23/RDF. 

 

- Prior to the counter-offensive, on 10, 16 and 17 March and the week of 18 March 2024, almost 3,000 FARDC 
had been sent from Goma and Kisangani to Beni, with the objective of reaching Rwindi area through Lubero 

territory.  

__________________ 

62 Congolese Institute for Nature Conservation  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/123/80/pdf/n2312380.pdf?token=gGLrWCgBTvwrdafniF&fe=true
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Annex 30 (para. 43) 

 

RDF division, brigades and battalions, RDF officers, and former FDLR combatants involved in opera-

tions in Petit Nord 

 

Division, brigades et bataillons des RDF, officiers des RDF et anciens combattants des FDLR impliqués 

dans les opérations dans le Petit Nord 
 

 
1. Additional information on combat support and reconnaissance teams, RDF use of former FDLR combat-

ants, and mobilization of reservists  

 

• Combat support and reconnaissance teams and sue of former FDLR combatants 

 

In its previous reports, the Group documented that RDF and M23 were supported by several combat support and recon-

naissance teams totaling 250 former FDLR combatants, and operating under the command of the Rwanda Defence 

Intelligence Department (DID) (S/2023/990, para. 30). These combat support and reconnaissance teams were first 

formed in April 2023.  
 

The Group documented the continued return to Petit Nord of formerly demobilized ex-FDLR-FOCA in support of M23 

and RDF operations. Several ex-FDLR/FOCA individuals interviewed by the Group and/or interviewed by UN sources 

reported that they had been demobilized in earlier years and repatriated to Rwanda. When repatriated, they were sent to 

demobilization/training centers, such as the one in Mutobo, Rwanda, managed by the Government of Rwanda, as wit-

nessed by the Group during its visit in Rwanda.63 Demobilised FDLR/FOCA combatants reported that in late 2023 they 

were called upon by Rwandan authorities and sent to training camps, including in the Mukamira Military base in 

Rwanda. After the military training, which lasted several weeks, they were sent back to the DRC as members of RDF’s 

reserve force and were actively engaged in search and/or military operations against FDLR/FOCA combatants.  

 

The Expanded Joint Verification Mechanism (EJVM) also documented the case of a former FDLR/FOCA combatant 
who was demobilized in 2011. In 2023, he was remobilized by Rwandan intelligence to collect information on the 

cooperation between FARDC/PMC and FDLR/FOCA.64 

 

• Mobilization of reservists 

 

On 30 December 2023 and 31 January 2024, RDF summoned RDF reservists (former RDF who had retired) to reinforce 

RDF units deployed in Petit Nord. This mobilization of reservists was reported by several sources, including a retired 

RDF officer who was mobilized in December 2023. Summoned reservists received a refresher course at the military 

base of Gabiro, Rwanda, before being sent to the DRC. This summoning resulted in two new battalions totaling 500 

RDF being trained in Rwanda and sent to the DRC in January 2024.  

 
2. RDF Division, brigades and battalions, and RDF officers involved in operations in Petit Nord 

 

• RDF troops and officers from the 2nd and 3rd RDF Divisions, RDF Special Forces, the Reserve force (see 

above), as well as combat support and reconnaissance teams with former FDLR-FOCA combatants (see 

above), were deployed and conducted operations in Nyiragongo, Rutshuru and Masisi territories (Petit Nord). 

 

- The 3rd Division was commanded by Major-General Eugene Nkubito.65  
__________________ 

63 Mission to Mutobo, March 2024. 
64 Confidential documents.  
65  The Group notes that prior to his appointment as 3rd Division commander, Major -General Nkubito was the overall 

commander of Rwandan forces in Cabo Delgado province, Mozambique. Major -General Nkubito was replaced by Major-

General Alexis Kagame who became the commander of Rwandan troops in Cabo Delgado. The Group notes that Alexis was 

involved in operations in Kibumba, DRC, in May 2022 (S/2022/967, annex 32). The Group notes that other RDF officers, such 

as for example Brigadier General Pascal Muhizi, were involved in operations in Petit Nord, DRC and Cabo Delgado, 

Mozambique.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2022%2F967&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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- RDF special forces were commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Augustin Ryarasa Migabo (Deputy 

Special Force Commander) who reported directly to Major-General Ruki Karusisi (Special Force 

Commander) (S/2023/431, para. 59 and S/2023/990, para 30).  

 

- RDF combat support and reconnaissance teams have been commanded and/or planned by Major John 

Nkurunziza (2nd Division intelligence officer), who reported to DID Head of Operations Emmanuel 

Ruzindana. Lieutenant-Colonel Sam Ruhunga (DID) organized their training (see also below). Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Charles Rutagisha (3rd Division), Lieutenant-Colonel Augustin Ryarasa Migabo and 
Major Jean Paul Shyaka were also involved in commanding and planning the combat support and 

reconnaissance teams.  

 

• Deployed RDF troops included members of the 201st, 301st, 405th and 509th Brigades. 

 

• More specifically, RDF soldiers of the 3rd, 4th, 7th, 19th, 25th, 37th, 41st, 67th and 101st battalions were deployed until 

at least July 2023.66 From October 2023 onwards, RDF soldiers of the 11th, 17th, 31st, 39th and 83rd battalions were 

deployed in Petit Nord.67 

 

• Following the US-brokered ceasefire (see annex 21), RDF soldiers of the 11th, 17th and 39th battalions retreated to 

Rwanda. However, in mid-January 2024, new RDF soldiers of the 201st and 305th brigades and special forces were 
sent to Petit Nord and engaged in operations.  

 

• The following RDF officers have also commanded operations in Petit Nord in 2023 and/or 2024: Colonel Emery 

Kayumba (11th battalion), Lieutenant-Colonel Emmanuel Mugabo (71st battalion), Lieutenant-Colonel Alphonse 

Kigenza (101st battalion), Colonel Rugambwa (201st brigade), Colonel Nelson Rwigema (305th brigade), and Cap-

tain Ibrahim Sinzabakwira (special forces).68  

 

3. RDF training to M23 

 

• Lieutenant-Colonel Sam Ruhunga (DID) was one of the instructors identified as providing command and leadership 

training to M23 cadres (see also para. 39). 
 

4. Rwandan officers involved in organizing operations in Petit Nord 

 

• Regarding the design and coordination of the RDF operations in Petit Nord, see S/2023/431, para. 60.  

__________________ 

66 These battalions were not all deployed at the same time.  
67 It is noteworthy that RDF battalions are regularly transferred between divisions depending on operational needs.  
68 This list is non-exhaustive. 

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Annex 31 (para. 44) 

 

Governments and the EU calling upon Rwanda to halt support to M23 and withdraw RDF from DRC 

territory 

 

Appel des gouvernements et l'UE au Rwanda de cesser le soutien au M23 et le retrait du RDF du terri-

toire de la RDC 

 
On 17 and 20 February 2024 respectively, the United States and France, among other governments, called upon Rwanda 

to halt all support to M23 and immediately withdraw all RDF personnel from the DRC. On 4 March, the EU High 

Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-President of the European Commission 

(HR/VP) also issued a statement urging Rwanda to immediately withdraw all its military personnel from the DRC, as 

well as to terminate support to and cooperation with M23:  

 

• U.S. Department of State Press Statement on the escalation of hostilities in Eastern DRC, 17 February 

2024: 69 

 

“The United States strongly condemns the worsening violence in the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
caused by the actions of the Rwanda-backed, U.S.- and UN-sanctioned M23 armed group, including its recent incursions 

into the town of Sake.  This escalation has increased the risk to millions of people already exposed to human rights 

abuses including displacement, deprivation, and attacks.  We call on M23 to immediately cease hostilities and withdraw 

from its current positions around Sake and Goma and in accordance with the Luanda and Nairobi processes.  The United 

States condemns Rwanda’s support for the M23 armed group and calls on Rwanda to immediately withdraw all 

Rwanda Defense Force personnel from the DRC and remove its surface-to-air missile systems (Group’s empha-

sis), which threaten the lives of civilians, UN and other regional peacekeepers, humanitarian actors, and commercial 

flights in eastern DRC. 

 

It is essential that all states respect each other’s sovereignty and territorial integrity and hold accountable all actors for 

human rights abuses in the conflict in eastern DRC.  We call on the government of the DRC to continue to support 
confidence building measures, including ceasing cooperation with the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda 

(FDLR), an armed group named as a “negative force” by regional bodies and the government of the DRC, and which 

exposes the civilian population to risk.  We continue to support regional diplomatic efforts that promote de-escalation 

and create the conditions for lasting peace in DRC and we call on all sides to participate constructively in reaching a 

negotiated solution.” 

 
• France Diplomatie – RDC: Situation a l’Est du pays, 20 février 2024 :70 

 

Original statement in French [English translation below] :  
 

“La France est très préoccupée par la situation dans l’Est du Congo, dans le Nord Kivu et en particulier autour de Goma 

et de Saké. Les atteintes à l’intégrité territoriale de la RDC et la situation des populations civiles sont inadmissibles. La 

France condamne la poursuite des offensives du M23 avec le soutien du Rwanda, et la présence des forces rwan-

daises sur le territoire congolais (Group’s emphasis). 

Le M23 doit cesser le combat immédiatement, et se retirer de toutes les zones qu’il occupe, conformément aux décisions 

prises dans le cadre du processus de Luanda. Nous appelons le Rwanda à cesser tout soutien au M23 et à se retirer 

du territoire congolais (Group’s emphasis). La France appelle l’ensemble des groupes armés à mettre un terme aux 

violences. Conformément à leurs engagements, les forces armées de RDC doivent cesser toute collaboration avec les 

FDLR, mouvement issu des milices ayant commis le génocide perpétré contre les Tutsi au Rwanda en 1994. 

La France réitère son plein soutien aux processus régionaux de médiation pour trouver une solution négociée au conflit.” 

__________________ 

69 Escalation of Hostilities in Eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo - United States Department of State; 
70 République démocratique du Congo – Situation à l’Est du pays (20.02.24) - Ministère de l’Europe et des Affaires étrangères 

(diplomatie.gouv.fr)  

https://www.state.gov/escalation-of-hostilities-in-eastern-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/dossiers-pays/republique-democratique-du-congo/evenements/article/republique-democratique-du-congo-situation-a-l-est-du-pays-20-02-24
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/dossiers-pays/republique-democratique-du-congo/evenements/article/republique-democratique-du-congo-situation-a-l-est-du-pays-20-02-24
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Unofficial English translation :  

"France is very concerned about the situation in eastern Congo, in North Kivu and in particular around Goma and Saké. 

The attacks on the territorial integrity of the DRC and the situation of the civilian population are unacceptable. France 

condemns the continuing offensives by the M23 with the support of Rwanda, and the presence of Rwandan forces 

on Congolese territory (Group’s emphasis). 

The M23 must stop fighting immediately and withdraw from all the areas it occupies, in accordance with the decisions 

taken as part of the Luanda process. We call on Rwanda to cease all support for the M23 and to withdraw from 

Congolese territory (Group’s emphasis). France calls on all armed groups to put an end to the violence. In accordance 

with their commitments, the armed forces of the DRC must cease all collaboration with the FDLR, a movement derived 

from the militias that committed the genocide against the Tutsis in Rwanda in 1994. 

France reiterates its full support for the regional mediation processes aimed at finding a negotiated solution to the 

conflict.”  

 

• Statement by the HR/VP on behalf of the EU on the escalation of hostilities in the eastern part of the 

country, 4 March 2024:71 

“The EU is extremely concerned by the escalation of violence in the east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

(DRC) and the worsening of the humanitarian situation exposing millions of people to human rights abuses including 

displacement, deprivation, and gender-based violence. The military build-up as well as the use of advanced ground to 

air missiles and drones is a worrying escalation that further endangers the situation, in particular around Sake and Goma. 

The EU reaffirms its steadfast support to the Luanda and Nairobi processes. There is no military solution to this crisis, 

only a political one: this must be reached through an inclusive dialogue between DRC and Rwanda to address the root 

causes of conflict, aimed at implementing the decisions taken within the regional peace initiatives and ensuring the 
respect of the sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of all the countries in the region. Existing roadmaps must be 

implemented; existing verification mechanisms must be reactivated. 

The EU condemns the latest offensive by M23 and reiterates its strong condemnation of the actions by armed groups in 
eastern DRC. These groups must cease all hostilities, withdraw from the areas they occupy and disarm in accordance 

with the decisions taken within the Luanda and Nairobi processes. 

The EU underscores the obligation for all States to stop any support to these armed groups. In particular the EU con-

demns Rwanda’s support for M23 and military presence on Congolese territory. It strongly urges Rwanda to 

immediately withdraw all its military personnel from the DRC as well as to terminate all support to and coop-

eration with M23 (Group’s emphasis). It strongly urges the DRC and all regional players to terminate all support to 

and cooperation with the FDLR, who have their roots in the genocide against the Tutsi, and any other armed group. 

All parties must do their utmost to protect civilians, prevent violations of international law and ensure safe and unhin-

dered access for humanitarian assistance to all those in need immediately and without preconditions. 

The EU reiterates in unequivocal terms its condemnation of hate speech and xenophobia, as well as ethnic-based politics. 

The EU urges all political and civil society actors to contribute to a peace-oriented dialogue and refrain from escalation. 

The EU calls upon all sides to refrain from confrontational and inflammatory rhetoric including threats of military 

escalation. 

The EU remains committed to support peace, stabilisation and sustainable development of Eastern DRC and the region 

as a whole. This includes addressing all the root causes of insecurity and regional instability including poor governance 

and corruption, lack of inclusive institutions, entrenched impunity and abuse of power, and violent competition for 

__________________ 

71 Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC): Statement by the High Representative on behalf of the EU on the escalation of 

hostilities in the eastern part of the country - Consilium (europa.eu) 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/03/04/democratic-republic-of-the-congo-drc-statement-by-the-high-representative-on-behalf-of-the-eu-on-the-escalation-of-hostilities-in-the-eastern-part-of-the-country/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/03/04/democratic-republic-of-the-congo-drc-statement-by-the-high-representative-on-behalf-of-the-eu-on-the-escalation-of-hostilities-in-the-eastern-part-of-the-country/
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access to and control of land and other natural resources as well as the use of illicit networks for the trafficking of 

natural resources. 

The EU condemns the recent attacks as well as the dis- and misinformation targeting some EU Embassies and 

MONUSCO. The EU underscores the legal responsibility of all states to protect the security of foreign citizens, as well 

as of the personnel and assets of diplomatic missions. 

The candidate countries North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Republic of Moldova, Bosnia and Herze-

govina1 and Georgia, the EFTA countries Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, 

as well as Armenia align themselves with this statement.” 

• Message of Minister Hadja Lahbib, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Belgium, 7 mars 2024:72 

 

Original statement in French [English translation below]: 

 

“ Je dénonce et condamne la poursuite des violences a l’est de la RDC et l’impact sur les civils, comme autour de 

Nyanzale. 
 

Nous appelons le M23 a cesser les hostilités et le Rwanda a mettre fin a tout soutien au M23 (Group’s emphasis).  

 

Les forces armées rwandaises doivent se retirer de la RDC (Group’s emphasis).”  
 
Unofficial English translation:  

 

“I denounce and condemn the continuing violence in the east of the DRC and its impact on civilians, as around Nyan-

zale. 
 

We call on the M23 to cease hostilities and on Rwanda to end all support for the M23. 

 

The Rwandan armed forces must withdraw from the DRC (Group’s emphasis).” 

 

__________________ 

72 https://x.com/hadjalahbib/status/1765674042369966471?s=48&t=QtBJqV8EG4vH -D6-PJD9UQ  

https://x.com/hadjalahbib/status/1765674042369966471?s=48&t=QtBJqV8EG4vH-D6-PJD9UQ
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Annex 32 (para. 44) 

 

Security Council press statement on the situation in the DRC 

 

Communiqué de presse du Conseil de sécurité sur la situation en RDC 

“The members of the Security Council met on 27 March 2024 to discuss the situation in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo. They were briefed by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

and Head of MONUSCO, Bintou Keita. 

The members of the Security Council strongly condemned the resumption of attacks by the March 23 Movement (M23) in 

North Kivu and in other areas, worsening security and stability in the region and exacerbating the current dire humanitarian 
situation. They also condemned all armed groups operating in the country. They demanded the immediate cessation of 

hostilities and of any further advances by the M23 and its unconditional withdrawal from all occupied areas as agreed 

through the African Union-endorsed Luanda Process. 

The members of the Security Council expressed concern at the number of internally displaced persons in the provinces of 
Ituri, North Kivu, and South Kivu, and called on all donors to scale up support in response to the 2024 Humanitarian Re-

sponse Plan. They called on all parties, in particular the M23 and the Congolese armed groups, to allow, in accordance with 

international law, including applicable international humanitarian law, and consistent with the guiding principles of human-

itarian assistance, safe, timely and unhindered humanitarian access to those in need, and to refrain from any violence against 

civilians. 

The members of the Security Council expressed concern about continued violations of international humanitarian law and 

violations and abuses of human rights, including gender-based violence and sexual violence in conflict, recruitment and use 

of children. They further expressed concern   about the intensification of misinformation and disinformation.  They renewed 

their condemnation of hate speech targeting any community and fueling intercommunal violence. They emphasized the 

importance of protection of civilians and ensuring accountability for these violations, including sexual violence in conflict 

and post-conflict situations. 

The members of the Security Council condemned foreign military support provided to M23 and any other armed group 

operating in DRC (Group’s emphasis) and demanded the cessation of such support and the immediate withdrawal of any 

such external party from the DRC. They expressed deep concern at the reports of the Group of Experts on the DRC on 

foreign military support for M23 and direct military interventions on DRC territory. They also condemned support, notably 

provided by military forces, to certain armed groups such as the FDLR and demanded the cessation of such support. 

The members of the Security Council condemned in the strongest terms recent attacks against MONUSCO, its personnel 

and its assets, resulting in severe injuries among peacekeepers and wished a speedy and full recovery to those injured. They 

reiterated their strong support for the active steps taken by MONUSCO to implement its mandate, including targeted offen-

sive operations in the DRC to neutralise armed groups. They requested the Secretary-General, Member States, and the 

Government of DRC to take all appropriate measures to ensure the safety and security of MONUSCO’s personnel, in line 

with resolution 2518 (2020), in line with UN guidelines and best practices to improve safety of peacekeepers. They reiterated 
the importance of enhancing MONUSCO’s local community engagement in its use of strategic communications and stressed 

the importance of preventing and countering disinformation campaigns and misinformation aimed at undermining the mis-

sion’s credibility and hindering the implementation of its mandate. 

The members of the Security Council reiterated their support to the gradual, responsible and sustainable withdrawal of 
MONUSCO. In this regard, they emphasized the importance of enhanced communication among MONUSCO, T/PCCs and 

DRC authorities in this process. They strongly encouraged DRC authorities to take concrete action, including acceleration 

of the security sector reform and timely implementation of the Programme national de désarmement, de démobilisation, de 

relèvement communautaire et de stabilisation (P-DDRCS), in accordance with the disengagement plan to avoid any security 

gaps in South Kivu in order to ensure effective protection of civilians, especially women and children. They reiterated their 

readiness to consider further steps of this process at the end of this first phase based upon progress towards satisfying the 

objectives and criteria set out in the disengagement plan and taking into consideration the situation on the ground. 
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The members of the Security Council called on all parties to maintain diplomatic dialogue and to engage on concrete steps 

towards de-escalation.  They expressed support to all efforts aimed at reaching a cessation of hostilities, and commended in 

particular the efforts of the president of Angola and Chair of Southern African Development Community (SADC), H.E. 
João Lourenço, to mediate between DRC and Rwanda through the Luanda Process. They welcomed the meeting between 

the Foreign Ministers of DRC and Rwanda in Luanda on 21 March and encouraged further progress between the two coun-

tries in furtherance of durable peace in the region. They further emphasised the crucial role of regional peace processes, in 

particular Luanda and Nairobi processes, and their continued support by Angola, MONUSCO, the Office of the Special 

Envoy for the Great Lakes, and international partners. 

The members of the Security Council took note of the African Union Peace and Security Council communiqué adopted after 

the meeting on the situation in DRC held on 4 March 2024. They also took note of the communique of the Extra-Ordinary 

Summit of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) Organ Troika Plus SADC Troika of 23 March 2024. 

They acknowledged steps taken to operationalise SAMIDRC and expressed concern at reports regarding the attack on a 

SAMIDRC base on 27 March.  They stressed the importance of protection of civilians and of coordination and information 

sharing with MONUSCO and the need to carry out all operations in strict compliance with international law, including 

international humanitarian law and international human rights law, as applicable. They recalled the provisions outlined in 

resolution 2717 regarding the conditions under which MONUSCO could provide its support to an AU mandated regional 

force deployed in DRC. 

The members of the Security Council reaffirmed their strong commitment to the sovereignty, independence, unity, and 

territorial integrity of the Democratic Republic of the Congo as well as all States in the region. They reiterated their full 

support to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Bintou Keita, and for the stabilising actions of MONUSCO.” 

5 April 2024 
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Annex 33 (para. 47) 
 

Characteristics of the SHORAD system spotted in Bumbi 
 

Caractéristiques du système SHORAD repéré à Bumbi 
 

• The SHORAD detected in Bumbi included a rotating antenna acquisition radar and surface-to-air missile and 
was mounted on an armored infantry vehicle. 

 

• By design, the SHORAD system’s first mission is “to provide low-altitude protection for armored units against 

fixed-wing aircraft, helicopters, unmanned aerial vehicles and other airborne threats […] the system also has 

an anti-cruise missile capability”.73 As shown on the imagery below, the system “consists of eight canister-

launched TY-0 infrared homing missiles and two sensor systems mounted on a turret [and] the radar systems 

include a rotating antenna acquisition radar on top”.74 The range is between 300 and 6000 meters. Four crew, 

i.e. one commander, two operators and a driver, man the system.75 

 

• Schematic overview of the SHORAD system observed on 7 February 2024: 

 

Source: UAV footage received from UN source 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance 

by the United Nations 

• Analysis of the drone imagery shows that (1) the SHORAD system has characteristics virtually identical to the 
Norinco Type 92 Yitian TL-6; and (2) the SHORAD system was mounted on a vehicle identical to a WMZ-

551 6x6 vehicle, both of Chinese manufacture (see below).  

 

• The Group notes that, even if it was confirmed that the SHORAD system and/or the vehicle were of Chinese 

manufacture, this does not mean that the material was transferred to an armed group in violation of the sanc-

tions regime. Rather, if confirmed, it would imply that the materiel was diverted from its intended legal end-

use (see also below). 
  

__________________ 

73 ODIN - OE Data Integration Network (army.mil)  
74 Ibid. 
75 Ibid. 

https://odin.tradoc.army.mil/WEG/Asset/Yitian_Chinese_6x6_Self-Propelled_Short-Range_Air-Defense_System
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• Schematic overview of the Norinco Type 92 Yitian TL-6 and WMZ-551 vehicle 

 

Schematic overview received from UN source 

 

• The Group notes that a representative of the Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the United 

Nations informed that Group that “after verification by Chinese competent authority, based solely on the in-

formation provided [i.e. drone footage] […], we cannot confirm whether the SHORAD system mentioned […] 

is produced in China”. It was also stressed that “the Chinese government has all along taken a prudent and 
responsible attitude towards military exports, rigorously managed the relevant exports in accordance with 

China’s international obligations and domestic regulations, and strictly followed the three principles of arms 

exports, namely that the exports should be conducive to the legitimate self-defense capability of the recipient 

country; the exports should not undermine peace, security and stability in the region concerned and the world 

as a whole; and that the exports should not be used to interfere in the internal affairs of the recipient country”.  
 

• The Group sent a request for information to the Government of Rwanda on 12 April 2024 regarding the diver-

sion of military materiel from its intended legal and end-user and/or end-use, including with regards to the 

SHORAD system. The Government of Rwanda responded on 25 April 2024, dismissing the Group’s inquiry 

in the following terms: “Regarding short-range air defence (SHORAD) systems allegedly identified in Bumbi, 

Rutshuru Territory, the Government of Rwanda rejects the use of drone imagery from undisclosed sources to 

give credence to pre-conceived narratives regarding Rwanda’s advanced weaponry in DRC. The Government 

of Rwanda does not attach any credibility or importance to such unverified evidence.” 



 
S/2024/432 

 

24-07709 133/298 

 

Annex 34 (para. 47) 

 

Drone footage of SHORAD system that failed to strike MONUSCO drone, and picture of SHORAD sys-

tem in Kitshanga 
 

Images de drone montrant le système SHORAD qui a échoué à frapper un drone de la MONUSCO, et 

photographie du système SHORAD à Kitshanga. 
 

 

 

Screenshots of drone footage video received from confidential source 

• On 7 February 2024, a mobile surface-to-air missile (SAM) was fired at a MONUSCO surveillance drone 

while the latter was taking footage of that SHORAD system (see screenshot above). One day earlier, the 
SHORAD system had been detected in a compound controlled by RDF and M23 (1°06’31.0”S, 29°23’37.0”E), 

close to Bumbi, along the RN2, where the SHORAD system relocated to after the failed strike targeting 

MONUSCO UAV. 
 

• The SHORAD system fired one missile at the MONUSCO drone on 7 February, as shown by video footage on 

file with the Secretariat. 
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Map indicating the location of the SHORAD system in Bumbi 
 

Map Data: Google, ©2024 Source, Imagery Date: 10042024 
 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
 

• During the same period, intelligence, civil society and security sources reported the presence of three 

SHORAD systems along the RN2 between Kibumba and Mabenga, Rutshuru territory. The locations of the 

reported presence of SHORAD systems are indicated on the map below. On 12 February 2024, a SHORAD 

system was photographed in Kitshanga (picture below). 

 

Map indicating the location of SHORAD systems observed along the RN2 
 

Map Data: Google, ©2024 Source, Imagery Date: 10042024 
 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations 
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Photograph of a SHORAD system circulating widely on social media 
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Annex 35 (para. 49) 

 

Anti-air capabilities of M23 and RDF 

 

Capacités anti-aériennes du M23 et des RDF 
 

Besides anti-aircraft systems, small arms and light weapons continue to pose a major threat to air assets in Petit Nord (see 

also S/2022/967, annex 15).  

 

As documented by the Group, on 17 June 2022 one FARDC Mi-24 helicopter was shot down and crashed near Kabindi, 

Rutshuru territory, after having conducted a bombing raid on Tchengerero which was then under M23 control. M23 issued 

a communiqué only few hours after the crash claiming that “with our RPG-7 weapons, our forces have destroyed a FARDC 

combat helicopter that had come to attack our positions in Kabindi and Tchengerero” (see also S/2022/967, annex 15 for 

further details).  
 

Two months earlier, on 29 March 2022, direct fire originating from a hill under M23 control had also hit a MONUSCO 

helicopter causing its crash, during which eight peacekeepers were killed (for further details, see S/2022/479, para. 63).  

 

M23 and RDF small arms and light weapons threats to air assets are, amongst others, AK-type assault rifles, RPG’s, PKM’s, 

SPG-9’s, M-20’s and 14.5 mm AA guns, which remain a significant threat to low flying air assets.  

 

More advanced anti-air capabilities documented in the areas under control of M23 and RDF are man-portable air-defence 

systems (MANPADS). 

 

The most advanced anti-air capability documented in the areas under control of M23 and RDF are the SHORAD systems.  
 

Eyewitnesses also reported that RDF had installed artillery (25-30 kilometre range) close to the DRC border, including on 

the road between Gisenyi center and Bralirwa brewery in the hills east of Gisenyi – in direct firing range of Goma Interna-

tional Airport (see map below).  
 

 

Map  indicating location of the Bralirwa brewery 

Map Data: Google, ©2024 Source 
 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations 

http://www.undocs.org/s/2022/967
http://www.undocs.org/s/2022/967
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n22/338/70/pdf/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Nyakiriba,+Rwanda/@-1.6850978,29.3298854,12z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x19dd03daafdd37b3:0xf1c139b7efe021d3!8m2!3d-1.6728245!4d29.3591956!16s%2Fg%2F11bwn3k26v?entry=ttu
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Annex 36 (para. 50) 

 

Picture of the remnant of a 81mm mortar shell hitting a Sukhoi aircraft on the tarmac at the airport of 

Goma on 17-18 February 2024 

 

Photo des restes d'un obus de mortier de 81 mm frappant un avion Sukhoi sur le tarmac de l'aéroport de 

Goma le 17-18 février 2024 

 

 
 

Picture received from FARDC and security sources 
 

As markings on the remnant of the 82 mm mortar shell with fins were not visible, the precise origin of the mortar shell 

could not be identified. The Group notes that the 82 mm mortar shell has most likely been diverted from its intended 

legal end-use. 
 

The black collar under the mortar shell corresponds with an anchoring point for a transport and release/drop off by a 

commercial drone. Elements of the PMC Congo Protection, FARDC and other eyewitnesses reported to have seen and 

heard a drone when flying. The reported advantage of a drone drop is its precision compared with conventional mortar 

fire, as well as the complexity to trace the flight direction of the drone.  
 

82 mm mortar shells are documented as being part of the FARDC and RDF arsenal and have also been documented as 

part of the arsenal of several armed groups active in eastern DRC, including the M23.  
 

The Group notes that the explosions occurred at 2 a.m. at night (17-18 February 2024) when airport activities were low 
and when no commercial flights were operating. This could eventually show the intent of the perpetrator not to disrupt 

airport activities on that occasion, and/or to avoid damage to civilian assets.  
 

The Group sent a request for information to the Government of Rwanda on 12 April 2024 regarding the diversion of 

military materiel from its intended legal and end-user and/or end-use, including with regards to the 81 mm mortar shell 

dropped by a commercial drone mid-February 2024. The Government of Rwanda responded on 25 April 2024, dismiss-

ing the Group’s inquiry in the following terms: “the Government of Rwanda does neither have any details on the incident 

nor does it understand why Rwanda should be asked to explain anything about the presence of different forms of weap-

ons and ammunition in areas that the DRC Government has outrageously weaponized.”  
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Annex 37 (para. 51) 

 

Drone-borne IEDs used by the DRC Republican Guard Regiment Special Unit in Kimoka 

 

Engins explosifs improvisés transportés par drone utilisés par l'unité spéciale du régiment de la garde 

républicaine de la RDC à Kimoka 

 

• Facts and Figures of the attack 
 

On 12 February 2024, between 11.30 a.m. and 1.00 p.m., three MONUSCO blocking positions in Kimoka (5 km north-
west of Sake - see map below), part of operation “Springbok” (see para. 89), were attacked by eight drone-borne IEDs 

or so-called “kamikaze drones”. Eyewitnesses and analysts reported that the attack with multiple drones was meticu-

lously coordinated. Drone-born IEDs had not been documented in the DRC before that date. The Group notes that 

drone-borne IED attacks were documented in other conflict areas, including in CAR, Sudan and Ukraine. 

 

The three MONUSCO camps in Kimoka were attacked simultaneously. A total of eight drone-borne IEDs, but also 122 

mm rockets and small arms, were used during the attack. According to UN sources, five drone-borne IEDs attacked the 

Kimoka “Top camp” and three others attacked Kimoka “Spur position”. Six drone-borne IEDs detonated on 

MONUSCO tents or in their close vicinity. One drone was intercepted and neutralized by the Indian battalion of 

MONUSCO, while another one remained intact upon impact in Kimoka Top camp, as the charge did not detonate.  

 
After the drone attacks, 122 mm rockets hit the three positions. About 15 minutes later, VDP combatants, some wearing 

FARDC uniforms, attacked the three positions with small arms and light weapons (SALW). About 25 VDP combatants 

also entered the Kimoka positions and set the MONUSCO tents on fire.  

 

 
 

Map indicating position of the drone-borne IED attacks at Kimoka received from UN source 

 

Map Data: Google, ©2024 Source 

 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations 
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Picture received from UN source of one of the damaged MONUSCO tents  

 

• Elements regarding the perpetrators of the sanctionable attacks against peacekeepers 

 

While the FARDC and Republican Guard did not officially claim the 12 February attack, several sources – including 

FARDC, security and intelligence sources – informed the Group that the drone-borne IEDs were piloted by the Repub-

lican Guard Regiment Special Unit, also known as the “Hiboux” (see also S/2023/990, para. 56-58). Other elements 

also point at the involvement of the Hiboux in conducting the drone-borne IED attack: 
 

- Security sources informed the Group that Congolese Special Forces and the Republican Guard Regi-

ment Special Unit do possess commercial drones and have necessary expertise to modify commercial 

drones and add explosives; 

- Security sources and FARDC reported to the Group that the Republican Guard Regiment Special Unit 

does have drone-borne IED capacities; 

- Several sources informed the Group that a “Hiboux” unit was near Kimoka positions prior to the attack; 

- Flight recorder data extracted from one of the recovered drones’ black boxes show that the starting 

point of one of the drones’ flight paths was located at hills controlled by the FARDC at that time;  

- Flight recorded data extracted from one of the drones’ black boxes also geo-located the drone to the 
Kimbembe camp near Lubumbashi, Haut Katanga province. Kimbembe camp is a Republican Guard 

training camp. 

- The “Hiboux” received training in operating surveillance drones in 2023 in the Kimbembwe camp, 

also near Lubumbashi. 

- The aftermath of the drone-borne IED attack was recorded by a drone piloted by Congo Protection, 

one of the PMCs in support of the FARDC and the Republican Guard. UN sources reported that a 
drone surveilling the unfolding attack had indeed been observed.  

- General Fall Sikabwe, the commander of FARDC operations in North Kivu, acknowledged the in-

volvement of the Republican Guard in the drone-borne IED attack to several sources of the Group. 

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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The stated objective of the drone-borne IED attack was an act of revenge against the MONUSCO peacekeepers of the 

Indian contingent, which manned the Kimoka positions, and which the FARDC special forces accused of collaborating 

with M23 and RDF,76 and of being responsible for an earlier attack against the FARDC (see below).  

 
Additional elements regarding the drone-borne IEDs, characteristics and use 

 

The drones used are commercial drones that were modified, as they were equipped with an IED and pressure-plate trigger 

mechanism. The explosive charge activated upon impact against an object on the ground: 

 

Picture and schematic overview of the drone-borne IED that failed to explode in Kimoka received from confidential 

source 

 

__________________ 

76 FARDC, security, Wazalendo, M23 combatants and confidential sources.  
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The drone recovered is a IFLIGHT Chimera7 Pro V2 6S which has a maximum range of 18km. The figure below provides 

the specifics of the drone model: 

 

Scheme received from confidential source 
 

 

Drone-borne IEDs are low-cost and low-tech explosives and provide precision-strike capability. Analysts stated that these 

drone-borne IEDs are able to target small spaces and can thus typically be used against trenches and bunkers, such as those 

used against MONUSCO blocking positions. 

 

The Group stresses that these new tactics, techniques and procedures (TTP’s) could – if their use is confirmed – significantly 

alter conflict dynamics in the near future. Notably, cost-risk calculations for the safety and security of UN civilian and 

military personnel, as well as for FARDC, SAMIDRC troops, other deployments and civilian populations, could be reas-

sessed and reshaped.  

  



S/2024/432 
 

 

142/298 24-07709 

 

Annex 38 (para. 52) 

 

Analysis of the recovered 120 mm guided mortar shells 

 

Analyse des obus de mortier guidé de 120 mm récupérés 

 

• Photo of unexploded 120 mm guided mortar shell recovered in Murambi, close to Mushaki, Masisi territory (picture 

1) and a sample photo of a similar, functional 120 mm guided mortar shell (picture 2). See also S/2023/990, annex 

18. 

 

 
Pictures provided by UN source 

 

Type of ammunition: Guided Mortar 

Size of ammunition: 120 mm 

Condition: UXO 

Effect of ammunition: HE or HE-FRAG 

Addition: the ammunition contains electrical and electronical components for laser and GPS-measurements 

 

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/364/37/pdf/n2336437.pdf?token=w4nX1bM6CwmTFE7qmb&fe=true
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• Photo of the remnants of the 120 mm mortar recovered on 24 October 2023 some 15 metres from the FARDC 

camp in Kanyamahoro. See also S/2023/990, annex 18. 
 

 

 

Pictures provided by confidential source 

 

Type of ammunition: Guided Mortar 

Size of ammunition: 120 mm 

Marking on the base of the drive unit: I.M.I 1-21 

Year of Manufacture: 2021 

 

• The Group notes that both mortar shells are similar to the Israeli “IMI” or “Elbit Systems” (depending on 
model and year of production)-made “120 mm Guided Mortar Munition”. The type of ammunition could be 

“DOKRAN” or “STYLET”, and the color pattern might be final-user specific. 

 

• Characteristics of the high-precision 120 mm guided mortar munition, as articulated on the website of Elbit 

Systems, are the following:  

 

- 1 to 9 km range depending on the mortar system 

- Guidance-based GPS 

- First bomb effective without targeting 

- Minimal collateral damage 

- High lethality by enhanced precision and multi-mode (PD/PRX) fuze 

- 5 charge propulsion system 
- Multi target assault with single position 

 

• The Group requested the Government of Israel to provide information regarding when, and to which end-

user, it authorized the sale or transfer of the materiel, in particular export details of 120 mm mortar munitions 

to Rwanda, DRC and Uganda between 2020 and 2024. At time of drafting, the Group had not received a re-

sponse. 

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/364/37/pdf/n2336437.pdf?token=w4nX1bM6CwmTFE7qmb&fe=true
https://elbitsystems.com/product/stylet/
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Annex 39 (para. 53) 
 

Imagery confirming the use of 120 mm guided mortars by RDF units 
 

Images confirmant l'utilisation de mortiers guidés de 120 mm par les unités des RDF 
 

The Group obtained video imagery of RDF units77 in Karuba, Masisi territory, firing 120 mm guided mortar shells from 

their position (RDF position coordinates: 1°34’24” S – 28°59’27” E) towards the south (1°35’27”S – 29°00’46”) on 2 

February 2024.  The RDF units left this position 20 minutes after the shelling, as they were most likely informed about 
the planned FARDC CH4 drone attack to target their mortar system. The FARDC CH4 drone neutralized the 120 mm 

mortar on the same day.  
 

 
 

 
 

Screenshots of a video received from security source and on file with the Secretariat 
 

The Group sent a request for information to the Government of Rwanda on 12 April 2024 regarding the diversion of military 
materiel from its intended legal and end-user and/or end-use, including with regards to 120 mm mortar shells recovered. 

The Government of Rwanda responded on 25 April 2024, dismissing the Group’s inquiry in the following terms: “While the 

Government of Rwanda reserves the right to take any necessary measures to defend its territory from attacks such as those 

indicated above (…) it does not “control hills” in DRC and cannot be held responsible for alleged findings in the indicated 

areas.”  

__________________ 

77 Security, intelligence and M23 sources confirmed that RDF soldiers manned that specific position in Karuba.  
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Annex 40 (para. 53) 

 

Use of 120 mm mortars against SADC troops 

 

Utilisation de mortiers de 120 mm contre les troupes de la SADC 
 

On 27 February 2024, four 120 mm mortar bombs landed in the SAMIDRC camp of the SAMIDRC’s South African 

contingent in Mubambiro, near Sake. One armoured personnel carrier (APC) was destroyed and four South African 

soldiers were wounded. The suspected mortar position from where the shelling originated was identified by aerial foot-

age on 18 March 2023. The position was manned by RDF soldiers at the hilltop called “Muremure” which overlooked 

Sake, Mubambiro military camp, Lake Kivu, Shasha and parts of Kalehe.  

 

The MONUSCO base in Sake, as well as the FARDC and SADC positions in Mubambiro, were repeatedly hit by mortar 

fire in March 2024, resulting in MONUSCO, SAMIDRC and FARDC elements being injured. On 27 February 2024, 
mortar shelling of Mubambiro center also resulted in 15 civilians being wounded and two others killed (para. 94). 

 

The photo below showed the remnants of one 120 mm mortar recovered on 27 February 2024 at the SAMIDRC camp 

in Mubambiro. While military analysts refer to the 120 mm mortars as being guided mortars, the Group could not 

confirm this. 

 

 
 

Photo received from UN source 
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Screenshot of aerial footage of the RDF concealed mortar position on Muremure hill received from UN source 

 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations 
 

 
On 6 April 2024, SADC troops positioned in Mubambiro, close to Sake, were again attacked with 120 mm mortars. 

SADC announced that three SAMIDRC soldiers were killed in the attack and three others injured. The Group could not 

confirm whether the 120 mm mortars were guided.  
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Document received by the Group from SADC 

https://www.sadc.int/media-releases-and-statements 

https://www.sadc.int/media-releases-and-statements
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Annex 41 (para. 53) 

 

The use of guided mortars by Baudoin Ngaruye’s M23 unit 

 

L'utilisation de mortiers guidés par l'unité M23 de Baudoin Ngaruye 

 
Captured and surrendered M23 combatants repeatedly reported the use by RDF of 120 mm guided mortars (see above).  

 

Captured and surrendered M23 combatants also described the use of 120 mm guided mortars by M23, including in 

Mushaki. They reported that the unit of sanctioned individual Baudoin Ngaruye (CDi.019), based in Rumeneti, had 

several 120 mm guided mortars and a mortar system. 
 

Within Baudoin Ngaruye’s unit, the M23 combatant in charge of the 120 mortars was known as “Burora”. M23 com-

batants reported that 120 mm guided mortars were used only for “special operations” such as the one against the FDNB 

and FARDC based in Mushaki in November 2023 (see para. 82). 

 

The Group recalls that this weapon system is new and expensive; the transport of this system, as well as its storage, is 

complicated and sensitive, due to its electrical and electronical components; and the use of the weapon system requires 

extensive training (S/2023/990, annex 18). The Group therefore concludes that M23 was unable to either possess or use 

this weapon system without external support.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Annex 42 (para. 54) 

 

Additional information on RDF and M23 weaponry 

 

Informations complémentaires sur les FRD et l'armement du M23 

 

• Information on M23 and RDF weaponry: see also S/2022/479, para. 68; S/2022/967, annex 30; S/2023/431, 

annex 26; S/2023/990, annex 17. 

 

• The use of 122 mm rockets by RDF and M23 and shelling of Goma neighbourhood: 

 

On 7 April 2024, at 5.45 am, the Mugunga neighbourhood of Goma was shelled with a 122 mm rocket. Sake town and 

Mubambiro were also shelled.  

 

The shelling was most likely carried out in reprisal for earlier FARDC and SAMIDRC artillery strikes on M23 and RDF 

positions located west and northwest of Sake on 6 and 7 April 2024. Two months earlier, another 122 mm rocket also 

fell in Mugunga neighbourhood which resulted in one civilian killed and two others wounded.  

 

The 7 April shelling originated from a position north of Karuba (1°33’31.36”S-28°59’27.93”E), known to be manned 

by RDF soldiers and where the presence of a 122 mm rocket launcher was documented on 25 March and 8 April 

2024.78  

 
Imagery showed that RDF troops, amongst others those observed in Mushaki, were carrying what is likely to be 2 

single-tube 122mm rocket launchers on 22 March 2024: 

 

 
 

Picture received by the Group from a confidential source 

__________________ 

78 Confidential document.  

http://www.undocs.org/s/2022/479
http://www.undocs.org/s/2022/967
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/364/37/pdf/n2336437.pdf?token=w4nX1bM6CwmTFE7qmb&fe=true
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On 26 December 2023, RDF troops were carrying what is likely to be a 122mm rocket launcher close to Karuba: 

 

 
 

Picture received from confidential source 

 

On 19 March 2024, one 122 mm rocket was fired on on Nzulo (-1.601947°, 29.119027°), Lac vert neighbourhood, close to 

Goma town (see also paras. 93-98): 

 

 

 
 

Picture received from confidential source 
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During the takeover by RDF and M23 of Rwindi (see annex 29) in early March 2024, a 122 mm rocket was fired on the 

FARDC base:  

 
 

 
 

Picture received from confidential source 

 

 

• RDF and M23 sniper fire, use of surveillance drones and night-vision goggles  

 

RDF and M23 operations were generally preceded by commercial drone overflights, allowing them to conduct precise at-

tacks.79 RDF also used night-vision binoculars and VHF radios80 (see picture below) 

 

The Group also received several reports, including from eyewitnesses, security and intelligence sources, of RDF and/or M23 

sniper fire, killing FARDC, armed group combatants and PMC personnel on the ground, but also being used against air 

assets.  For example, two PMC Congo Protection elements were killed on 8 February 2024 by sniper fire. Also, in 2023, 

suspected M23 or RDF sniper fire killed one crew member of a MONUSCO Oryx utility helicopter and wounded another. 

 

On 8 November 2023, an RDF soldier carrying a precision rifle with telescopic site/scope and marching with other RDF 

and M23 was seen in Kilolirwe (see picture below). Civil society sources, eyewitnesses and confidential sources had reported 
the presence of RDF troops in the area. See also S/2023/990, annex 17.  

__________________ 

79 M23 and RDF sources, UN, FARDC and security sources, eyewitnesses.  
80 The picture was taken on 25 December 2023, close to an RDF position west of Kilolirwe (1°24’43.63”S-29°01’02.47”E):  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/364/37/pdf/n2336437.pdf?token=w4nX1bM6CwmTFE7qmb&fe=true
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Photos received by the Group from a confidential source 
 

 

• Additional weaponry observed 
 

- Mortar bomb container observed on 25 December 2023 close to an RDF position west of Kilolirwe 

(1°24’43.63”S-29°01’02.47”E): 
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- SVD Dragunov (sniper rifle) observed on 25 December 2023 close to an RDF position west of Kilolirwe 

(1°24’43.63”S-29°01’02.47”E): 

 

 
 

Pictures obtained by the Group from confidential source 

 

 

 
- Anti-tank missile container, observed on 23 December 2023 close to an RDF position west of Kilolirwe 

(1°24’43.63”S-29°01’02.47”E): 
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- Multi-rocket launcher (107mm) observed on 31 January 2024 close to an RDF position west of Kilolirwe 

(1°24’43.63”S-29°01’02.47”E): 

 

 
 

Pictures obtained by the Group from confidential source 

 

 

 

 

 
- 12.7 mm machine gun, observed on 26 December 2023 in Karuba:  
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- 5.56 x45mm assault rifle, observed on 6 December 2023 on an RDF position north-east of Mushaki 

(1°30’23.07”S-28°58’56.69”E): 

 

 
 

Pictures obtained by the Group from a confidential source 

 

 
 

 

 

- Possible anti-tank missiles, observed on 27 December 2023 close to an RDF position east of Kilolirwe 

(1° 24’53.52S-29°01’30.63) 

 

 
 

Picture obtained by the Group from a confidential source 
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Annex 43 (para. 61) 

 

Letter signed by Guidon Shimiray Mwisa as VDP “commander” 

 

Lettre signée par Guidon Shimiray Mwisa en tant que « commandant » des VDP 

 

 
In the letter dated 12 February 2024 (see below), sanctioned NDC-R/Guidon leader and “the commander of the VDP”, 

Guidon Shimiray Mwisa, called for the general mobilization to defend the country [excerpt with translation by the Group]:  

“[…] our country is threatened, under attack and in danger of unprecedented balkanization. It's now or 

never that the fatherland needs the involvement of everyone, anyone and everyone animated by the spirit 

of patriotism. That's why, as Commander of the Patriotes résistants et Volontaires pour la défense de la 

Patire (VDP), I'm calling for the general mobilization of all young people in the DRC, wherever they may 

be […]” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document received from civil society source 
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Guidon Shimiray Mwisa has been part of VDP’s leadership since its creation (S/2023/990, annexes 23-25) and has remained 

in close contact with FARDC leadership (S/2023/990, annex 25).81 The Group notes that in April 2024, Guidon was trans-

ported by an FARDC helicopter with PMC Agemira crew, to his headquarters after he had returned from Kinshasa, where 

he attended the meeting with Wazalendo armed groups organized at the Presidency’s request (see para. 69).  

 

 

Screenshot of video received from Wazalendo source 

__________________ 

81 FARDC, security and VDP sources and government officials.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Annex 44 (para. 61) 
 

On 7 December 2023, Jules Mulumba, VDP Spokesperson, met with President Felix Tshisekedi in Kinshasa 
 

Le 7 décembre 2023, Jules Mulumba, le porte-parole des VDP, a été reçu en audience par le Président Felix 

Tshisekedi à Kinshasa 
 

 

 

Picture circulated on social media 
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Annex 45 (para. 62) 

 

Examples of VDP attacks to recapture areas controlled by M23 and RDF  

 

Exemples d’attaques des VDP pour reprendre les zones contrôlées par M23 et RDF 
 

 

VDP and M23/RDF often clashed in Nyaragongo, Rutshuru and Masisi territories since the armed confrontation resumed in 

late December 2023.  

 

For example, from January to March 2024, the VDP as well as other Wazalendo combatants were mobilized by the FARDC 

to defend strategic towns such as Sake in Masisi territory and to thwart M23 and RDF progress towards South Kivu (see 

also paras. 62, 71 and 83).  

 
In February and March 2024, the VDP also launched several attacks in Bindja, Kansiru and Nyazale, Kihondo groupements, 

Rutshuru territory, with the intention of recovering some villages controlled by M23 and RDF. In March 2024, during a 

mission of the Group in Sake and Mubambiro, many VDP combatants carrying weapons and wearing uniforms, including 

FARDC uniforms, reported to be engaged in fighting M23 positions on the Sake-Minova road. 

 

Also, in March 2024, VDP clashed with M23 around Kitshanga, Bashali Mokonto groupements, Massisi territory. In early 

March, VDP combatants attacked M23-RDF positions on the Mbushi hills in Mweso.  Around the same period, VDP and 

FDLR-FOCA were involved in combats around Rwindi, Bambo and Katsiru, Rutshuru territory.   

 

VDP combatants, other Wazalendo combatants, FARDC and security sources informed the Group that VDP combatants and 

other Wazalendo combatants were often engaged at frontline positions while FARDC troops were at more backward posi-
tions. This resulted in many VDP and other Wazalendo combatants having been killed during clashes, as also corroborated 

by photographs on file with the Group.  

 

Whereas the VDP has been successful in stopping M23 and RDF advances towards South Kivu, Sake and Goma, VDP 

attacks to recover M23- and RDF-controlled areas were rather unsuccessful given RDF’s and M23 superior combat strength 

(see also paras. 32 and 40-54).  
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Annex 46 (para. 64) 

 

Arms, logistics, training, and cash money provided to the VDP armed groups fighting in Petit Nord against 

the M23 and RDF 

 

Armement, munitions, entrainement et argent liquide fourni aux groupes armés VDP actifs dans le Petit 

Nord contre le M23 et les RDF 

 

 
The FARDC continued to provide arms, logistics and cash to VDP leaders and combatants (see also S/2023/990, para. 39 

and annex 25, and S/2023/431, paras. 79-84), in violation of the arms embargo and the asset freeze.  

 
VDP armed groups were regularly requested to identify their needs in terms of armament and logistics and submit them to 
FARDC authorities. For example, in early January 2024, at the request of the military authorities, VDP armed groups sub-

mitted detailed lists of logistics and military equipment they needed. These lists (see one reflecting the request made by 

CMC/FDP below), consulted by the Group, were given to the office of the Military Governor of North Kivu and included 

boxes of ammunition, mortars and rockets, which the FARDC Etat-Major provided to the VDP.82 

 

 
 

Transcript from a confidential document seen by the Group 

The Group notes that at least two VDP armed groups, APCLS and CMC/FDP, were given surveillance drones which they 

operated in their areas. VDP combatants tasked with piloting the surveillance drones were trained by the FARDC for that 

purpose, with the support of the PMCs.83  

 
VDP and government sources reported that $2,000 in cash money was distributed to each of the 48 VDP leaders who trav-

elled to Kinshasa on 8 April 2024 at President Tshisekedi’s request (see para. 69). 

 

__________________ 

82 VDP combatants and leaders, FARDC, security and intelligence sources.  
83 Security sources, VDP leaders and combatants, eyewitnesses.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile
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Annex 47 (para.65) 

 

Lifting of the moratorium on the execution of death penalty sentences 

 

Levée du moratoire sur l'exécution des condamnations à la peine de mort 
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Document received from FARDC source 
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Annex 48 (para. 68) 
 

Communiqué of the Front Commun de la Résistance (FCR) of 29 December 2023 
 

Communiqué of the Front Commun de la Résistance (FCR) du 29 décembre 2023 
 

 

The Group notes that in this communiqué, the FCR stress their “perfect collaboration with the FARDC”. 
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Document provided by armed group source 
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Annex 49 (para.69) 

 

VDP and Wazalendo meeting with the Government on 8 April 2024 

 

Rencontre entre le Gouvernement et les VDP/Wazalendole 8 avril 2024 

 
On 8 April 2024, 48 armed groups leaders from South Kivu, North Kivu and Ituri, including sanctioned individual Guidon 

Shimiray and one leader of the sanctioned armed group FDLR, travelled to Kinshasa at President Tshisekedi’s request. On 

10 April 2024, a preparatory meeting gathered these armed group leaders and representatives and Government officials 

including Mwindo Nzangi (Minister of Education), Crispin Bindul, (Member of Parliament) and Jules Mulumba (VDP 

Spokesperson and Liaison Officer).  
 

During that meeting, Government officials told the armed group leaders and representatives that there was pressure on the 

Government to dissociate itself from the Wazalendo. Government officials added however that this was not their intention 

and advised the armed groups to protect the FDLR as Wazalendo’s ally on the battleground. 

 

A follow-up meeting took place on 16 April 2024 between armed group leaders and Jean-Pierre Bemba (Vice-Prime Minister 

and Minister of Defence), General Padiri (Reserve Defense Force’s national coordinator), Jacqmain Shabani (advisor to the 

President) and Kahumbu Mandungu Bula, known as Kao (advisor to the President). The Government representatives and 

advisors to the President reiterated (1) the need for the Wazalendo to remain mobilized as the ongoing war could last and to 

continue mobilizing “young” recruits; and (2) the need to remain united and not fight other VDP or Wazalendo groups.   

 
The Government representatives and advisors to the President also told the armed group leaders during that 16 April meeting 

that at the end of the conflict, they could join the RAD through the Disarmament, Demobilization, Community Recovery 

and Stabilization Program (PDDRCS). Armed group leaders were thus requested to prepare the list of their combatants for 

the RAD and PDDRCS processes. Furthermore, the authorities explained to the armed group leaders that while their de-

mands for positions within FARDC would be examined, they should not be too ambitious. A joint RAD-PDDRCS team 

would be set up to manage the process, and the Government would mobilise the resources.  

 

Finally, armed groups were advised not to target MONUSCO and SAMIDRC as they were the Government’s partners. 
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Annex 50 (para. 70) 

 

FARDC Chief of Staff’s instructions banning collaboration with the FDLR 
 

Les instructions du Chef d’Etat Major des FARDC interdisant toute collaboration avec le FDLR 
 

 

Document received from FARDC source 
 

Arrest of General Bruno Mpezo following the instruction to halt collaboration with the FDLR 
 

On 30 December 2023, General-Major Bruno Mpezo, Commander of the 34th Military Region, was arrested, reportedly 

because he collaborated with FDLR/FOCA. However, sources with knowledge of the matter casted doubts over these alle-

gations and claimed that he had in fact been arrested on suspicion of corruption. The official announcement that he was 

arrested because of his collaboration with the FDLR was driven by the DRC authorities’ desire to prove that they really 
planned to end FARDC-FDLR collaboration.84 However, the Group obtained extensive information attesting to the contin-

ued FARDC-FDLR collaboration. 
  

__________________ 

84 FARDC, security and government sources.  
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Document received from FARDC source 
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Annex 51 (para. 74) 

 

FDLR-FOCA Leadership 

 

Les dirigeants de FDLR-FOCA 

 

 

• Ad interim President of the political wing: “general” Victor Byiringiro (alias Rumuri, alias Rumuli) 

 

• Military wing of the FDLR/FOCA: “major-general” Pacifique Ntawunguka (alias Omega Israel) 

 

• Secretary-General: “brigadier general” Sibomana Stany (alias Gakwerere) 

 

• Defence commissioner: “general” Hakizimana Apollinaire (alias Amikwe Lepi, alias Poète) 

 

• Military spokesperson: “lieutenant-colonel” Sacramento Mahongue 

 

• Political spokesperson: Cure Ngoma  

 

• G2 (military intelligence): “general” Nyembo 

 

• G3 (operations): “colonel” Parker 

 

• Liaison officer: Fidele Sebagenzi 
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Annex 52 (para.80) 

 

Update on the national defence reserve force (RAD) 

 

Mise à jour de la force de réserve de la défense nationale (RAD) 

 
The national Defence Reserve Force (RAD) remained in its conceptual phase at time of drafting (S/2023/990, paras. 41-42).  

On 4 December 2023, a presidential ordinance appointed Lieutenant-General David Padiri Bulenda and Major-General 

Janvier Mayanga, respectively, as the national coordinator and deputy national coordinator in charge of planning and intel-

ligence for the RAD. Brigadier-General Emery Godas Nsumpa was also appointed with the responsibility of coordinating 

recruitment, mobilisation and logistics.  
 

Many VDP combatants and leaders saw these appointments as a step toward the conversion of the VDP into the RAD.  While 

they were convinced that all, including sanctioned individual Guidon Shimiray, would be offered official positions,85 as 

reportedly promised in exchange for their support in fighting M23 and RDF, Government officials told the Group that per-

petrators of human rights and IHL violations would be excluded through a vetting procedure.  

__________________ 

85 Combatants, civil society and FARDC sources, researchers.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Annex 53 (para. 81) 
 

Additional information on the covert FDNB deployment and analysis of the minutes of the FARDC-FDNB 

meetings 
 

Informations supplémentaires sur le déploiement secret de la FDNB et analyse des procès-verbaux des 

réunions FARDC-FDNB 
 

• FDNB covert deployment 

FDNB covert deployment  was agreed upon following a bilateral DRC-Burundi agreement to jointly combat M23 and 

RDF (S/2023/990, paras.43-46). While this covert deployment outside the scope of the East African Community Re-

gional Force (EACRF) was initially denied by both DRC military headquarters and the Government of Burundi,86 a 

confidential FARDC-FDNB document of November 2023 stipulated that one FDNB brigade intended to be deployed 

in South Kivu had instead been sent to North Kivu “given the M23/RDF aggression”. The same document also con-

firmed that FNDB troops were provided with FARDC uniforms, as reported by the Group in its previous report 

(S/2023/990, para. 43), and that joint operations were “successfully carried out”. Covert FDNB deployment was con-

firmed by multiple sources.87 

• FARDC-FDNB meetings in June and November 2023 providing additional information on covert FDNB 

deployment 

 

A meeting of FARDC and FDNB military experts was held in Goma on 29 and 30 November 2023 to evaluate past 

joint FARDC-FDNB operations and plan future ones (“Task Force Joint Operations”- TaFOC-CB”). The meeting was 

led by FARDC Lieutenant-General Sikabwe Fall and FDNB Major-General Sibomana Ignace, who opened the meeting 

referring to the “joint and historical past of the DRC and Burundi”.  

The minutes of the meeting (see below) referred to an earlier meeting of the FARDC and FDNB Chiefs of Staff held in 

Bujumbura on 30 June 2023 during which the deployment of two FDNB brigades in South Kivu “with extension to 

North Kivu” was decided.  

The same document also states that given “the M23/RDF aggression”, one of the two brigades intended for the deploy-

ment in South Kivu had been switched to North Kivu, and that “TaFOC-CB received weapons, ammunition, FARDC 

uniforms […]” thus confirming that FDNB troops were allocated with FARDC uniforms (see also S/2023/990, para. 

43).88 

The November 2023 document states that "regarding TaFOC North Kivu, thanks to joint planning, an operation [i.e. 

FDNB-FARDC; not EACRF] to halt the M23/RDF enemy advance towards Rusayo and Sake was successfully carried 

out". 

The headquarters of TaFOC-CB North Kivu was established in Mubambiro, close to Sake in Masisi territory. 

The document also stated that BURCON/EACRF had been compelled by M23/RDF to withdraw from its area of de-

ployment in Kilolirwe-Kitchanga-Mweso, and reorganized in Mushaki, and that EACRF, scheduled to depart the DRC 

on 8 December 2023, could “grant certain facilities to M23/RDF in order to justify its [i.e. EACRF] importance”. 

The document referred to the TaFOC-CB being reconfigured into TaFOC (i.e. “Task Force Opérations Conjointes”.  

Several recommendations in the document clarified the objectives of TaFOC and mandate/tasks assigned to FDNB, i.e.: 

• Send two new FDNB battalions to TaFOC North Kivu; 

• Take all necessary measures by TaFOC North Kivu following the planned departure of EACRF; 

__________________ 

86 Burundi acknowledged to the Group that FDNB troops were deployed in North -Kivu in February 2024 following a bilateral DRC-

Burundi agreement. However, the Group documented the presence of bilaterally deployed FDNB troops in North Kivu since early 

October 2023, as documented in S/2023/990, paras.43-46. 
87 FARDC, security, intelligence and civil society sources, eyewitnesses and researchers.  
88 FARDC, security, intelligence and civil society sources, eyewitnesses and researchers.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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• Focus the main effort on the northern axis (Rwindi-Mabenga) with an offensive operation, and contain 

the enemy on the southern axis with a firm defence, possibly followed by local offensive actions; 

• Rehabilitate the Bukavu-Goma road; 

Multiple sources – namely FARDC, intelligence, security, civil society, UN and eyewitnesses – confirmed the continued 

covert deployment of FDNB in November and early December 2023, as described in the Group’s midterm report dated 

30 December 2023 (S/2023/990, paras.43-46). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Document received from confidential source 
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Annex 54 (para. 82) 

 

FDNB EACRF troops’ withdrawal from Kitchanga, Mweso and Kilolirwe, and arrest of FDNB troops in 

Burundi 

 

Retrait des troupes de FDNB EACRF de Kitchanga, Mweso et Kilolirwe, et arrestation des troupes des 

FDNB au Burundi 
 

On 8 November 2023, the Burundian troops of EACRF withdrew from their bases in Kitchanga, Mweso and Kilolirwe, 

towards Busumba and Lushebere, Masisi territory.  

On 9 November 2023, a total of 526 FDNB soldiers were transported by air (2 flights) from Goma to Burundi. Eyewit-

nesses also reported the transport by boat from Goma to Bukavu of several hundreds of FDNB in mid-November 2023, 

from where they continued to Burundi. Other FDNB priorly deployed in North Kivu were seen in Kamanyola, on the 

road between Bukavu and Bujumbura, Burundi, in November 2023.  

On 9 November 2023, the FDNB spokesperson, Floribert Biyereke, stated in a communiqué (see copy below) that “for 

some time now, clashes between the M23 and other armed groups have been resuming in several locations in North 

Kivu in the DRC”, and that the fighting “is having a negative impact on the execution of EACRF's mandate”. He stated 

that “on October 21, 2023, the convoy of the Burundian contingent of the EACRF carrying supplies to Kitchanga and 

Mweso was refused passage by the M23, who blocked the road leading to these two towns. The same thing happened 

again on October 30, 2023, when a convoy of the same contingent heading for the same positions was blocked by the 

same M23 elements. The EACRF commander was called in to resolve the matter but was unable to bring the M23 to 

its senses.” Several sources confirmed FDNB’s discontent with EACRF’s management and constant M23/RDF pressure 

against them (see also below). 

Floribert Biyereke announced that “this situation cannot continue. The Burundian contingent deployed as part of the 

EACRF is obliged to take appropriate action”, i.e., the withdrawal of FDNB troops. The communiqué concludes as 

follows: “despite the above-mentioned challenges, the FDNB reminds the command of the Burundian contingent of the 

EACRF to scrupulously follow the orders of the EACRF command”. 

The FDNB withdrawal was the first EACRF contingent withdrawn since EACRF’s deployment in the DRC in late 

2022.  

FDNB’s withdrawal occurred in a context of repeated M23/RDF attacks against the Burundian contingent, which re-

sulted in the killing and kidnapping of FDNB soldiers, as also reported in the Group’s last report (S/2023/990, annex 

27). In this regard, combatants of the Wazalendo armed groups, ex-M23 combatants, security sources and researchers 

reported to the Group that FDNB were often the first in line on the frontlines.  

Several sources, including in Burundi, informed the Group that between 300 and 500 FDNB, as part of EACRF, were 

imprisoned upon arrival in Burundi, on charges of desertion. At time of drafting, many were reportedly still held in 

Cibitoke prison.  

  

http://www.undocs.org/s/2023/431?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Annex 55 (para. 83) 

 

Additional information on FDNB deployments from December 2023 onwards, and FDNB command  

Informations complémentaires sur les déploiements de FDNB à partir de décembre 2023 et sur le com-

mandement des FDNB 

 

• FARDC, security and intelligence sources informed the Group on the following transports – by air and 

by boat – of FDNB troops from Burundi to Goma, and from Goma to Minova: 

- 17 December 2023: Flight from Burundi to Goma with 241 FDNB troops 

- 18 January 2024: Transport by boat from Bukavu to Goma of 90 FDNB troops 

- 3 February 2024: Flight (Iliouchine fixed-wing aircraft) from Burundi to Goma with 340 FDNB troops 

- 3 February 2024: Transport by boat (“Espérance”) from Goma to Minova of an unknown number of 

FDNB troops 

- 5 February 2024: Transport by boat from Goma to Minova of 250 FDNB troops 

- 7 February 2024: Transport by boat (“Anglebert”) from Goma to Minova of unknown number of FDNB 

troops 

- 7 February 2024: Flight (Iliouchine fixed-wing aircraft) from Burundi to Goma with 349 FDNB troops 

- 12 February 2024: Flight (M30 helicopter) from Burundi to Goma with 21 FDNB troops 

 

The Group also obtained a list of 614 soldiers of the FDNB from the 9th TaFOC battalion, deployed around Sake, 

Masisi territory, and in Minova in South Kivu. The order for their deployment (see below), signed by FDNB General 

Prime Nyiongabo, was signed on 2 February 2024. The Group also observed several trucks transporting FDNB soldiers 

in Goma in January and March 2024. 

According to information received by the Group, most of the FDNB sent to the DRC to fight the RDF and M23 were 

deployed to Minova, on the border between South Kivu and North Kivu, to carry out operations in North Kivu. Other 

FDNB units were deployed in and around Sake, and in Goma.  

Brigadier General Elie Ndizigiye, formerly a member of the EAC Verification Mechanism (EAC-MVM), was the com-

mander of the FDNB's North Kivu operations within the TaFOC at time of drafting. This was acknowledged by Burun-

dian authorities. According to the Group’s information, General Ndizigiye had also been the commander of FDNB’s 

covertly deployed troops (i.e. FDNB troops deployed bilaterally in parallel to FDNB-EACRF troops).89  

The TaFOC North Kivu headquarters were based in Mubambiro, near Sake, in Masisi territory. 

  

__________________ 

89 Security, FARDC and intelligence sources.  
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Annex 56 (para. 85) 
 

Examples of M23 communiqués identifying FDNB, alongside FARDC, FDLR and PMC, as 

its enemy, and additional information in FDNB killed or captured by M23 

Exemples de communiqués du M23 désignant les FDNB, aux côtés des FARDC, des FDLR 

et des PMC, comme son ennemi, et informations complémentaires sur les FDNB tuées ou 

capturées par le M23. 

 

In a communiqué of 3 December 2023, Lawrence Kanyuka, M23 political spokesperson, conveyed “its heartfelt thanks 

to EAC for the tremendous work done by its force (EACFR) in full respect of its mandate” and simultaneously con-

demned the heavy bombardment by the DRC Government coalition’s Forces, “mainly FARDC, FDL, mercenaries, 

militias and Burundi national defence forces”: 

 

 

Document received from M23 source 

On 29 December 2023, M23 “President” Bertrand Biwimwa, claimed that “the FDNB joined the FARDC-led coalition 

of local and foreign armed groups, including the FDLR, which is seeking to uproot Congolese Tutsis under the pretext 
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of fighting the M23. Since October 2023, the FARDC-led coalition has launched attacks against the M23 but has lost 

territory, while several FDNB soldiers have been killed or captured by the M23.”90 

On 19 January 2023, Lawrence Kanyuka, M23 political spokesperson, stated that “the coalition forces of the Kinshasa 

regime, in particular the FARDC, FDLR, mercenaries, militias, Burundi's national defence forces and SADC forces, 

are continually massacring the civilian population in Masisi”,91 thus counting the FDNB and SADC troops as adver-

saries.  

The Group also obtained additional information indicating that during the operations, a significant number of FDNB - 

deployed as part of the EAC Regional Force and/or under the DRC-Burundi bilateral agreement - were killed or captured 

by the M23. For example, late January 2024, around 70 FDNB were killed by M23 and RDF around Sake-Minova. On 

4 February 2024, the bodies of several FDNB killed by M23 and RDF were transported by boat between Goma and 

Bukavu, and then by road between Bukavu and Bujumbura.92 

Several of the captured FDNB soldiers were still imprisoned by M23 in Rutshuru at time of drafting (see also 

S/2023/990, annex 27).  

__________________ 

90 Bertrand Bisimwa sur X : "President Ndayishimiye is looking an excuse to continue his massacres against Congolese tutsi in 

DRC. On 29 Dec 23, President Évariste Ndayishimiye accused Rwanda of supporting and training the rebels of RED -Tabara he 

accused of killing elderly people, pregnant women, and… https://t.co/HVktLQsXkI" / X (twitter.com)   
91 https://twitter.com/LawrenceKanyuka/status/1750042492416704626   
92 Intelligence, security and FARDC sources.  

http://www.undocs.org/s/2023/431?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://twitter.com/bbisimwa/status/1740863174021112242
https://twitter.com/bbisimwa/status/1740863174021112242
https://twitter.com/bbisimwa/status/1740863174021112242
https://twitter.com/LawrenceKanyuka/status/1750042492416704626
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Annex 57 (para. 88) 

 

SAMIDRC deployment and operations 

 

Déploiement et opérations de SAMIDRC 

 

SAMIDRC deployment commenced in December 2023. In January 2024, the first SAMIDRC troops were deployed in and 

around Goma. On 13 February 2024, the South African Government announced the deployment within the SAMIDRC 

framework of an additional 2,900 troops for one year.93 Malawi and Tanzania also contributed troops to SAMIDRC. At 

time of drafting, SAMIDRC had not reach its full deployment capacity, neither in manpower nor logistics. The full deploy-

ment of the initial 5,000 SAMIDRC troops was delayed due to difficulties in mobilizing resources, uncertainties regarding 

SAMIDRC’s operationalization, and formulation of rules of engagement.94 

The Government of Rwanda firmly opposed the deployment of SAMIDRC. In early March 2024, Rwandan authorities sent 

letters to both the African Union (AU) and the United Nations Security Council raising concerns over the international 

community’s support to the deployment (see below). However, the AU endorsed and supported the SADC mission. 

RDF and M23, in anticipation of the SADC troop deployments and reinforcements, escalated their attacks and accelerated 

their territorial expansion. This, in turn, prompted SAMIDRC’s first active engagement on 15 February 2024, as M23 and 

RDF captured the hills around Sake and reportedly planned to also take Sake. Similar to MONUSCO a few days earlier, 

SAMIDRC faced M23 and RDF mortar attacks and suffered casualties (see below). M23 and RDF shelling of SAMIDRC 

positions was ongoing at time of drafting. 

__________________ 

93 https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/sa-deploys-2900-troops-eastern-drc  
94 Researchers and diplomats.  

https://www.sanews.gov.za/south-africa/sa-deploys-2900-troops-eastern-drc
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Mandate of Southern African Development Community Mission in the DRC (SAMIDRC): 
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Document received from security source 
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Rwanda’s letter dated 12 February 2024 protesting SAMIDRC deployment: 
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Document received from confidential source 
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African Union’s Communique dated 4 March 2024 endorsing SAMIDRC Deployment  
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Document available of the AU website https://www.peaceau.org/en/article/communique-of-the-1203rd-meeting-of-the-

psc-held-on-4-march-2024-on-consideration-of-the-situation-in-the-eastern-democratic-republic-of-congo-drc-and-the-

deployment-of-the-southern-african-development-community-mission-in-the-drc-samidrc  

https://www.peaceau.org/en/article/communique-of-the-1203rd-meeting-of-the-psc-held-on-4-march-2024-on-consideration-of-the-situation-in-the-eastern-democratic-republic-of-congo-drc-and-the-deployment-of-the-southern-african-development-community-mission-in-the-drc-samidrc
https://www.peaceau.org/en/article/communique-of-the-1203rd-meeting-of-the-psc-held-on-4-march-2024-on-consideration-of-the-situation-in-the-eastern-democratic-republic-of-congo-drc-and-the-deployment-of-the-southern-african-development-community-mission-in-the-drc-samidrc
https://www.peaceau.org/en/article/communique-of-the-1203rd-meeting-of-the-psc-held-on-4-march-2024-on-consideration-of-the-situation-in-the-eastern-democratic-republic-of-congo-drc-and-the-deployment-of-the-southern-african-development-community-mission-in-the-drc-samidrc
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Annex 58 (para. 89) 

 

EACRF withdrawal and Springbok 

 

Retrait de l'EACRF et Springbok 

 
SAMIDRC deployment followed the forced withdrawal of the EACRF in December 2023. DRC authorities had raised 

concerns over EACRF’s inaction and ineffectiveness in containing M23 and called for its departure by 8 December 2023. 

The EACRF also faced attacks by armed groups, along with mounting pressure from civil society activists demanding its 

withdrawal.  

 
The withdrawal of the EACRF coincided with the continuous deterioration of the security situation in North Kivu, despite 

the launch by MONUSCO and the FARDC, in November 2023, of the operation code-named “Springbok”, still operational 

at the time of drafting. Springbok’s objective was to prevent M23 from capturing Sake and Goma before the full deployment 

of the SAMIDRC troops.95 As part of this operation, MONUSCO peacekeepers were deployed in defensive positions to 

counter any advances by M23 towards Sake and Goma (see para. 34).  

__________________ 

95 https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/north-kivu-monusco-and-fardc-launch-codenamed-operation-springbok-to-protect-city-of-goma 
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Annex 59 (para. 90) 

 

Changes in the movement of the displaced population in North Kivu since the beginning of the M23 crisis  
 

Évolution du mouvement de la population déplacée au Nord-Kivu depuis le début de la crise du M23 
 

By the end of March 2024, the intensity of the M23-related conflict led to nearly 1.7 million internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) in North Kivu.96 

 

Data published by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) shows a surge of over 830 per cent in population 

displacement since the onset of M23's territorial expansion in North Kivu that began in October 2022 (see inphographic 

below). Displacement dynamics are in direct correlation with the intensification of the fighting triggered by M23 and RDF’s 

territorial expansion. For example, from October 2023 onwards, when M23 resumed fighting with RDFsupport, a surge of 

over 1 million IDPs was recorded, at least half of them children,97 with the number of displaced growing in a steady upward 

curve. 
 

As a result of the ongoing fighting, in addition to the displacement recorded in North Kivu,98 the Kalehe territory in the 

northern part of South Kivu province accounted for over 538,000 IDPs, accommodating the influx of civilians fleeing the 

conflict in North Kivu, notably from the direction of Sake and Minova.99 IDP movements also expanded towards Lubero 

territory.100 
 

 

Infographic depicting changes in the displaced and returnee population in North Kivu affected by the M23 crisis, from 

October 2022 to March 2024. Source: IOM, dated 15 March 2024. See https://dtm.iom.int/reports/drc-north-kivu-m23-

crisis-analysis-15-march-2024 

__________________ 

96 IOM https://dtm.iom.int/reports/drc-north-kivu-m23-crisis-analysis-15-march-2024 (DRC -North Kivu: M23 Crisis Analysis 15 

March 2024); OCHA (https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic -republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-north-kivu-overview-

humanitarian-situation-january-2024), UNHCR https://www.intersos.org/en/ddrc-escalating-conflict-exacerbates-the-emergency-

in-north-kivu/  
97 As reported by Save the Children in March 2024. See also report of February 2024. 
98 See also OCHA at https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic -republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-north-kivu-overview-

humanitarian-situation-january-2024 .  
99 Source: OCHA at https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-south-kivu-humanitarian-

snapshot-31-january-2024. 
100 See S/2024/251, paras. 35-36, humanitarian and civil society sources.  

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/drc-north-kivu-m23-crisis-analysis-15-march-2024
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/drc-north-kivu-m23-crisis-analysis-15-march-2024
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/drc-north-kivu-m23-crisis-analysis-15-march-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-north-kivu-overview-humanitarian-situation-january-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-north-kivu-overview-humanitarian-situation-january-2024
https://www.intersos.org/en/ddrc-escalating-conflict-exacerbates-the-emergency-in-north-kivu/
https://www.intersos.org/en/ddrc-escalating-conflict-exacerbates-the-emergency-in-north-kivu/
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/drc-violence-north-kivu-forces-over-500-schools-close-teachers-kidnapped-and-students-terrified#:~:text=The%20current%20wave%20of%20violence,including%20at%20least%20500%2C000%20children.
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/drc-least-78000-children-displaced-and-families-ripped-apart-fighting-escalates#:~:text=The%20renewed%20fighting,area%20remain%20closed.
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-north-kivu-overview-humanitarian-situation-january-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-north-kivu-overview-humanitarian-situation-january-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-south-kivu-humanitarian-snapshot-31-january-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-south-kivu-humanitarian-snapshot-31-january-2024
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/068/18/pdf/n2406818.pdf?token=jX6leZeIk1jYAa7hPE&fe=true
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Annex 60 (para. 91) 
 

Unprecedented levels of conflict-related sexual violence  
 

Des taux sans précédent de violences sexuelles liées aux conflits 
 

1. Conflict-related sexual violence reached alarming levels in North Kivu, particularly affecting IDPs (S/2023/431, 
paras. 68-69, annexes 17 and 43).101 Rapes became endemic in the IDP settlements. Due to the extreme poverty 

and poor living conditions in the camps, many women and girls resorted to engaging in transactional sex, leading 

to the emergence of thousands of brothels (“maisons de tolérance”).102 

 

2. Masisi and Nyiragongo territories, as well as Goma – areas hosting the highest concentration of IDPs in the Petit 

Nord103 – had the highest number of cases of rape recorded by humanitarian organizations in 2023. Since the re-

newed fighting in October 2023, cases of sexual violence further increased due to the proliferation of Wazalendo 

armed groups around Goma, including in and near IDP settlements.104 For example, Nyiragongo health district 

recorded approximately 100 cases per month in November and December 2022 (see S/2023/431, annex 17), 

whereas in the second half of 2023, medical and psycho-social service providers reported receiving well over 100 

cases daily.105  
 

3. Statistics however only reflect a fraction of the actual violations. Reporting was strongly influenced by factors such 

as physical access to survivors or the presence of protection actors in a certain area, security challenges, fear of 

reprisals and stigma among survivors.106 Cases reported to MONUSCO or Congolese judicial authorities were only 

a small fraction of figures reported by humanitarian actors providing medical or psycho-social support to survi-

vors.107  

 

Challenges in identifying perpetrators  

 

4. Community leaders, women’s representatives and humanitarian agents working in the IDP camps have all stressed 

that the presence of armed Wazalendo and FARDC elements was the primary cause of insecurity, rampant crimi-

nality and increase in sexual violence in IDP settlements.108 Out of hundreds of sexual violence cases recorded by 
protection actors between November 2023 and March 2024, the vast majority have been committed by unidentified 

members of armed groups or military personnel.109  

 

__________________ 

101 See also the Report of the Secretary General on Conflict-related sexual violence, 22 June 2023, S/2023/413 paras. 32-34. See 

also https://www.stoprapenow.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Twenty-Four-UN-entities-urge-immediate-action-to-protect-

women-and-girls-from-sexual-violence-in-and-around-IDP-camps-in-eastern-DRC-EN.pdf. 
102 Humanitarian and civil society sources, medical professionals, testimonies of survivors, individuals and organizations working 

with sexual violence survivors in IDP camps around Goma. See also also S/2024/292, paras. 10-11. 
103 UN sources. At the time of writing, there were more than 104 re gistered IDP sites around Goma, not counting the numerous 

makeshift sights that were not yet accounted for.  
104 UN sources, humanitarian and civil society sources, medical professionals, testimonies of survivors, individuals and 

organizations working with sexual violence survivors in IDP camps around Goma. See also 

https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/why-sexual-violence-rise-gomas-displacement-camps and https://www.msf.org/drc-

alarming-numbers-sexual-violence-victims-camps-around-goma  
105 In addition, Doctors Without Borders (MSF) reported that it was treating an average of 1,500 female survivors of sexual 

violence monthly, in only three IDP sites near Goma, according to statistics published in September 2023 – see 

https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/why-sexual-violence-rise-gomas-displacement-camps. See also S/2024/292, 

para.34.  
106 See the Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo, 21 March 2024,  S/2024/251, para. 33. See also S/2023/413 paras. 12 and 32.  
107 S/2024/251, para. 33; Humanitarian actors, including individuals working sexual violence survivors. See also a Report by 

Doctors Without Borders (MSF) dated 18 September 2023 reporting that MSF treated 1,500 female survivors of sexual violence 

in only three IDP sites near Goma in July 2023 alone.   
108 UN sources, military sources, humanitar ian and civil society sources, community leaders, researchers, and as observed by the 

Group during visits to displacement sites between Goma and Sake, in March 2024.  
109 Records and statistics examined by the Group, provided by a humanitarian NGO providing medical, psycho-social and judicial 

support to survivors of sexual violence, and confirmed by three other community -based NGOs working with survivors in the IDP camps.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=S%2F2023%2F413&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.stoprapenow.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Twenty-Four-UN-entities-urge-immediate-action-to-protect-women-and-girls-from-sexual-violence-in-and-around-IDP-camps-in-eastern-DRC-EN.pdf
https://www.stoprapenow.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Twenty-Four-UN-entities-urge-immediate-action-to-protect-women-and-girls-from-sexual-violence-in-and-around-IDP-camps-in-eastern-DRC-EN.pdf
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/report/report-of-the-secretary-general-on-conflict-related-sexual-violence/202404-SG-annual-report-on-CRSV-EN.pdf
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/why-sexual-violence-rise-gomas-displacement-camps
https://www.msf.org/drc-alarming-numbers-sexual-violence-victims-camps-around-goma
https://www.msf.org/drc-alarming-numbers-sexual-violence-victims-camps-around-goma
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/why-sexual-violence-rise-gomas-displacement-camps
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/report/report-of-the-secretary-general-on-conflict-related-sexual-violence/202404-SG-annual-report-on-CRSV-EN.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/068/18/pdf/n2406818.pdf?token=tW4rIdDfttOwqcVSMm&fe=true
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=S%2F2023%2F413&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/068/18/pdf/n2406818.pdf?token=tW4rIdDfttOwqcVSMm&fe=true
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/why-sexual-violence-rise-gomas-displacement-camps#:~:text=%22During%20the%20month%20of%20July%20alone%2C%201%2C500%20female%20survivors%20of%20sexual%20violence%20sought%20care%20from%20MSF%20teams%20at%20Rusayo%2C%20Shabindu%2C%20and%20Elohim%20camps%E2%80%94more%20than%20twice%20as%20many%20than%20in%20May%2C%22%20said%20Rasmane%20Kabore%2C%20MSF%20head%20of%20mission
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5. However, identifying perpetrators posed significant challenges (see also S/2023/431, annex 17), as most survivors 

were unable to identify the perpetrators beyond distinctive features such as wearing a uniform or carrying a weapon. 

Discerning the specific affiliation of armed actors was notably difficult in the case of Wazalendo armed groups, 
due to challenges in determining the area of control of a particular group, given their frequent shift in operational 

zones, compounded by the cooperation and mixing of multiple groups (see para. 110), including joint operations 

with FARDC soldiers and the adoption of similar uniforms.  

 

6. Identifying the affiliation of armed actors was more straightforward in the case of M23 and RDF, as they were the 

sole armed actors present in areas they controlled, where rape cases, including on minors, continued to be docu-

mented.110 Additionally, distinctive features such as physical appearance, attire, equipment, or spoken language 

aided in their identification (see S/2023/431, paras. 68-69, and annexes 43 and 44). Similarly, in areas under the 

control of a single Wazalendo armed group, attribution of responsibility was less challenging,111 such as in the case 

of NDC/R or certain Nyatura groups operating in Masisi and Walikale, who were most often cited as perpetrating 

sexual violence.112 
 

7. Similarly, multiple sources implicated combatants of FDDP (led by commander Defender), APCLS (of commander 

Kambuzi), FDLR-FOCA (of commander “Seigneur de Guerre”), as well as FARDC soldiers, all operating in Sake 

(see also paras. 112 and 121 of this report), in the conduct of rapes perpetrated against women residing in IDP sites 

situated within their area of operations; i.e., along the main road leading from Goma to Sake.113 In the area of 

Kanyaruchinya, APCSL, UPCRN, as well as FARDC elements were most often cited.114  

 

8. Judicial authorities were unable, and occasionally unwilling, to investigate and prosecute perpetrators of sexual 

violence, including FARDC elements (see also para. 115 of this report). Widespread impunity regarding incidents 

of sexual violence fosters the continuation of this phenomenon.115  

 

__________________ 

110 UN sources, confidential and community-based sources. 
111 UN sources, humanitarian and civil society sources, community leaders, researchers.  
112 Idem  
113 Community leaders, humanitarian and civil society sources, researchers, individuals working with sexual violence survivors in  

the area.  
114 Idem 
115 UN sources, FARDC source, humanitarian and civil society sources, community leaders, researchers, individuals  working with 

sexual violence survivors in the area  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Annex 61 (para. 93) 

 

Rise in civilian casualties due to use of heavy artillery in or near urban areas  

 

Augmentation du nombre de victimes civiles en raison de l'utilisation de l'artillerie lourde dans les zones 

urbaines ou à leur proximité 

 
Humanitarian, medical, and civil society actors highlighted the alarming increase in civilian casualties since the fighting 

drew closer to the provincial capital of Goma, notably as of January 2024. In January and February 2024, the rate of hospital 
admissions for wounded patients was already double the number recorded for the entire year in 2023.116 

 

 

 
 

Excerpts from ICRC report, published on 1 March 2024, highlighting the alarming rise in number of victims injured by 

heavy artillery. Full report accessible at  

“THE FORGOTTEN PEOPLE OF NORTH KIVU” 
 

 

With regards to the humanitarian consequences, the International NGO Forum in Congo – a group of non-governmental 

organizations working in the region – also highlighted that the escalation in fighting, involving artillery attacks on civilian 
settlements and causing a heavy toll, forced many health and aid workers to withdraw.117 

__________________ 

116 See ICRC report of 1 March 2024, “The Forgotten People of North Kivu”, page 4. See also https://www.intersos.org/en/ddrc-

escalating-conflict-exacerbates-the-emergency-in-north-kivu/  
117 https://www.hi.org/en/news/escalating-conflict-in-eastern-drc-raises-concerns-for-civilian-safety-and-humanitarian-access  

https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/285379/icrc_report_the_forgotten_people_of_north_kivu.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/285379/icrc_report_the_forgotten_people_of_north_kivu.pdf
https://www.intersos.org/en/ddrc-escalating-conflict-exacerbates-the-emergency-in-north-kivu/
https://www.intersos.org/en/ddrc-escalating-conflict-exacerbates-the-emergency-in-north-kivu/
https://www.hi.org/en/news/escalating-conflict-in-eastern-drc-raises-concerns-for-civilian-safety-and-humanitarian-access
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Annex 62 (Para. 94)  

 

Incidents involving heavy artillery fire by M23, RDF and FARDC, resulting in civilian casualties 

 

Incidents impliquant des tirs d'artillerie lourde par le M23, les RDF et FARDC, entraînant des pertes 

civiles 
 

1. As M23 and RDF were rapidly expanding the areas under their control, heavy fighting, including the use of heavy 

artillery, affected civilians in the areas where clashes between M23/RDF and the FARDC/Wazalendo coalition 

occurred. For example, in October and November 2023, fighting over control of key road axes in Rutshuru led to 

heavy fighting around Bambo (see also S/2023/990, para. 25), and incidents of heavy shelling were reported (see 
below paras 13 and 32).  

 

2. Since early January 2024, localities along the strategic Mweso-Kitshanga-Sake-Goma axis have been the sites of 

heavy artillery shelling (see also S/2023/431, para. 42). Mweso, Sake, and the northwestern suburbs of Goma were 

the areas most affected by the systematic use of heavy artillery.118  

 

3. In January and early February 2024, FARDC carried out several airstrikes over various areas occupied by M23 and 

RDF (see annex 23). A precision airstrike targeting an M23 position in Kitchanga on 16 January 2024 killed and 

wounded several high-ranking M23 officers, and destroyed an important arms depot, leading the M23 leadership 

to vow retaliation (see also paragraph 35 of this report).119 Multiple testimonies confirmed that M23 changed its 

tactics after this deadly airstrike and began moving its bases, including the officer’s quarters and weapon stockpiles, 

into civilian dwellings to avoid being targeted by FARDC airstrikes. This M23 tactic exposed civilians to the risk 
of FARDC bombardments (see also para. 97, and annexes 27 and 63).  

 

4. On 3 February 2024, following heavy fighting against FARDC, the Wazalendo groups and FDLR-FOCA, M23 and 

RDF took control of Shasha village in Masisi territory, only a few kilometres from the border with South Kivu, 

cutting off access along the road connecting Goma to Bukavu in South Kivu (see also S/2023/431, para. 42).  

 

5. In particular, since the takeover of Shasha village in early February 2024,120 heavy fighting resumed in the vicinity 

of Sake, only a few kilometres from Goma, with frequent incidents of M23/RDF shelling populated areas (see 

below paras 17-31 below).  

 

6. FARDC and SAMIDRC forces repeatedly shelled M23/RDF positions from their Mubambiro military base in Sake, 
as well as from artillery positions located along the main road in Sake, including in proximity of IDP camps (see 

map below).121  M23/ARC responded by firing heavy artillery rounds, including mortars and rockets (see paras. 

50-54 of this report), that landed in populated areas, causing significant civilian casualties (see para. 18 below). 

According to reports received by the Group, FARDC artillery also inadvertently released rounds that landed in 

populated areas near Sake on a few occasions.122 The FARDC positions were eventually moved from these loca-

tions on 18 February 2024 in order to minimize the exposure of the civilian population to collateral damage.123 

  

__________________ 

118 UN sources, humanitarian sources, civil society sources, researchers, victims and witness es. 
119 In a public communique dated 17 January 2024, Lawrence Kanyuka, the M23 Mouvement Spokesperson stated that “the M23 

has understood the message sent to it by the Kinshasa regime and will respond accordingly”. See  

https://twitter.com/lawrencekanyuka/status/1747525428409958876?s=48&t=oT9StWa0RjcInyuvFVEygQ   
120 The Group documented clashes also in January 2024 in vicinity of Sake. 
121 Direct witnesses, military sources, UN sources, humanitarian and civil society sources  
122 UN sources, local sources, researchers, witnesses.  
123 Military and intelligence sources, and a confidential source  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/364/37/pdf/n2336437.pdf?token=qdfQtPl08fPAsZXYaW&fe=true
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://twitter.com/lawrencekanyuka/status/1747525428409958876?s=48&t=oT9StWa0RjcInyuvFVEygQ
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Google Earth map annotated by the Group depicting existing IDP sites and other key locations along the Goma – Sake 

road (N2), as well as areas occupied by M23 and known FARDC/SAMIDRC artillery positions in proximity of IDP sites, 

up until 18 February 2024124 

 
Map Data: Google, ©2024 Source, Imagery Date: 18022024 

 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations 

 

7. On 7 February 2024, heavy fighting and frequent detonations of heavy artillery around Sake caused panic among 

the population, with thousands of civilians fleeing Sake towards Goma and Minova.125 On the same day, in the 

Ndolero neighbourhood of Kimoka locality in Sake, at least six civilians were killed, including children, and more 

than 15 were gravely injured by exploded ordnance. The Group was unable to ascertain the provenance of the 

shelling that caused the civilian casualties due to the heavy exchange of fire between the two warring sides.126 

 

8. Between January and March 2024 alone, the Group documented over 30 incidents of explosive weapons used by 
both sides in densely populated areas that caused civilian casualties, including many women and children.127 

  

__________________ 

124 Military and intelligence sources, community-based sources from the Goma and Sake area, confidential sources, direct 

observations by the Group.  
125 Humanitarian sources estimated that at least 135.000 individuals fled Sake that day in the direction of Goma, which included at 

least 75.000 IDPs who had previously sought shelter in Sake.  
126 UN sources, military sources, humanitarian and civil society sources, community leaders.  
127 UN sources, humanitarian and NGO sources, reserachers, victims and eyewitnesses, photographic and video evid ence. See also 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/dr-congo-civilians-firing-line-use-heavy-weapons-signals-alarming-new-phase-armed-conflict; 

https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20240209-rdc-la-situation-sécuritaire-à-l-est-du-pays-est-de-plus-en-plus-inquiétante-alerte-msf; 

https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic -republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-drc-increased-conflict-intensity-ocha-icrc-

ingo-forum-echo-daily-flash-14-february-2024 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/dr-congo-civilians-firing-line-use-heavy-weapons-signals-alarming-new-phase-armed-conflict
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20240209-rdc-la-situation-sécuritaire-à-l-est-du-pays-est-de-plus-en-plus-inquiétante-alerte-msf
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-drc-increased-conflict-intensity-ocha-icrc-ingo-forum-echo-daily-flash-14-february-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/democratic-republic-congo-drc-increased-conflict-intensity-ocha-icrc-ingo-forum-echo-daily-flash-14-february-2024
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9. The Group was not able to ascertain attribution of liability under IHL128 for all the incidents documented, mainly 

due to insufficient evidence allowing it to ascertain the source of the artillery fire, including the inability to conduct 

impact analysis, lack of access to witnesses or material evidence, partial insight into military planning and execu-
tion processes, or a combination of these factors. In most cases, material evidence, such as remnants of explosive 

ordnance, were either not preserved or the chain of custody was tainted.  

 

10. The Group considers that the incidents listed below which are attributed to perpetrators have been proven to the 

requisite standard of proof, in line with the Group’s methodology as referenced in paras. 6-8 of this report.  

 

11. The circumstances of the attacks detailed below, carried out both by M23/RDF (section 1 below) and by FARDC 

(section 2 below) – including the targeting of densely populated areas without prior warning, with awareness of the 

civilian population’s presence near the military position(s), along with the apparent failure to take all feasible pre-

cautionary measures in selecting means and methods of attack to avoid or to minimize civilian casualties, injuries, 

and damage to civilian property – constitute indiscriminate attacks prohibited by international humanitarian law129 
and amount to sanctionable acts. 

 

12. The Group notes that despite the ability and willingness of M23 to issue communiqués, including warnings to the 

public, no such warnings were issued prior to artillery operations that subsequently led to significant civilian cas-

ualties, denoting a failure to consider the indiscriminate effects of such operations. M23 has, on occasion, issued 

warnings to civilians to vacate areas that were predictably going to be affected by armed clashes.130 Although M23 

also issued curfews and restrictions of movement to the population in areas under its control – arguably to minimize 

exposure of civilians to consequences of potential armed clashes, the imposition of such measures coincided with 

massive RDF reinforcements in the affected areas (see also para. 41 of the report), and the primary intention thus 

would have been to maximize the secrecy of such operations. For example, the M23 issued a statement signed by 

its Executive Secretary Benjamin Mbonimpa on 20 January 2024 imposing a curfew from 6:30 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
throughout the area under M23 control, announcing that all civilian activities, without exception, were to start at 6 

a.m. and end at 6:30 p.m. It was emphasized that those who violated the curfew would be severely punished. 131 

Around that same time, RDF troops entered the DRC and moved along roads in areas controlled by M23, mostly 

at night (see paras. 40-45 of this report). The curfew was subsequently lifted on 17 February 2024.132  

 

13. Similarly, the FARDC did not issue any specific warnings and did not take any preventive measures to protect 

civilians in the context of the attacks detailed in section 2 below.  

 

 

(1) Indiscriminate use of heavy artillery by M23/RDF 

 

 

Attack on Bambo town, Rutshuru territory, on 26 October 2023  

 

14. On 26 October 2023, Bambo town in Rutshuru territory was attacked by M23, causing thousands of civilian inhab-

itants to flee. According to witnesses present in Bambo at the time, the attack began around noon, without any 

advance warning, targeting FARDC positions in the centre of town with mortar fire. Two persons were killed by 

an exploding bomb behind the primary school of Bambo, two young children were injured, and at least seven 

houses destroyed in the centre of town.133 Unexploded ordnance was subsequently found inside the CEBCE church, 

__________________ 

128 Additional Protocol I, art.51 and art.57 
129 Additional Protocol I, article 51 outlining the prohibition of indiscriminate attacks, and article 57 outlining the precautio ns to 

be taken in case of a planned attack. In additon, see also rule 7 and rules 71 and 72 of the Customary International Humanit arian 

Law on the prohibition of indiscriminate attacks and of certain means and methods of warfare, as applicable to all belligeren t 

parties, including non-state armed groups.  
130 For example, M23 issued a warning to civilians nearby the M23 headquarters in  Kirumbu to vacate the area on 21 September 

2023. Source: UN sources and confidential local sources.  
131 Reported independently by 3 confidential sources.  
132 Public communique issued by M23 on 17 February 2024. See  https://fr.igihe.net/local/cache-

vignettes/L852xH1080/whatsapp_ 

image_2024-02-17_at_18.53_21-17308.jpg?1708272756  
133 Confidential sources, eyewitnesses, photographic evidence  

https://fr.igihe.net/local/cache-vignettes/L852xH1080/whatsapp_image_2024-02-17_at_18.53_21-17308.jpg?1708272756
https://fr.igihe.net/local/cache-vignettes/L852xH1080/whatsapp_image_2024-02-17_at_18.53_21-17308.jpg?1708272756
https://fr.igihe.net/local/cache-vignettes/L852xH1080/whatsapp_image_2024-02-17_at_18.53_21-17308.jpg?1708272756
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and in at least two other locations in town, including close to the Bambo primary school and the general hospital. 

Traces of two explosions were also documented close to the Bambo hospital, with no reports of casualties.134  

 
15. Subsequently, Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) condemned the use of heavy weapons in, around or against 

healthcare facilities, such as the immediate vicinity of Bambo hospital on 26 October, limiting access for patients 

to receive medical care and endangering the lives of patients and medical staff.135  

 

16. Witnesses attributed the mortar fire to M23 forces, as FARDC soldiers and policemen were seen fleeing alongside 

the population, abandoning their positions in the centre of Bambo.136 The Group in its previous report presented 

visual evidence of the presence of RDF forces in the vicinity of Bambo, advancing along the Tongo-Kalengera 

axis, prior to the attack (see S/2023/990, para. 25 and annex 17). Their presence in the area was also confirmed by 

testimonial evidence.  

 

Systematic mortar and rocket attacks on Sake and Goma suburbs, between January and March 2024  

 

17. On 3 February 2024, following heavy fighting against FARDC (together with the Wazalendo armed groups and the 

FDLR), M23 and RDF took control of Shasha village, few kilometres south of Sake. Heavy fighting resumed in 

the vicinity of Sake, also affecting the nearby towns of Bweremana and Minova.  

 

18. From the end of January 2024, FARDC and allied SAMIDRC forces began shelling M23 positions established on 

the hills located west of Sake,137 nearly on a daily basis.138 FARDC carried out shelling from its military base in 

Mubambiro, as well as from artillery positions set up along the main road in Sake, including in proximity of the 

Bulengo and Nzulo (Lac Vert) IDP camps. M23/RDF responded by firing heavy artillery rounds, including mortars 

and rockets, that landed in densely populated areas around Sake (including Mayutsa neighbourhood) and the north-

western suburbs of Goma such as Mugunga, Bulengo, and Nzulo (see map above) causing civilian casualties, in-
cluding children.139  

 

19. The Group documented the following incidents attributed to M23/RDF that caused civilian casualties: 

 

(1) Mayutsa (Sake), 27 January 2024 

 

20. In the afternoon of 27 January 2024, two explosive projectiles fired by M23/RDF from their positions west of Sake 

landed in the Mayutsa neighbourhood of Sake, killing a 10-year-old girl and gravely injuring two other young 

girls.140  

 

21. According to witnesses, the incident occurred in the context of an exchange of fire between M23/RDF and FARDC 

forces based in Mubambiro. The latter bombed M23/RDF positions towards Mushaki hill. M23/RDF responded 
with heavy artillery, aiming at FARDC and SAMIDRC positions in Mubambiro (see also para. 53 of this report).141 

At least two shells fired by M23/RDF landed in Mayutsa neighbourhood, which at the time hosted a high concen-

tration of IDPs, situated in the direct line of fire between FARDC positions in Mubambiro and M23 positions 

located on the hills above Sake (see map above).  

 

(2) Mayutsa (Sake), 29 January 2024 

 

22. In the late afternoon of 29 January 2024, explosive projectiles fired by M23/RDF again landed in the Mayutsa 

neighbourhood of Sake, near a school known as “Institut Mululu”. At least 8 civilians were seriously injured, 

__________________ 

134 Confidential sources, photographic evidence.  
135 See https://x.com/MSFcongo/status/1717941928560374104  and https://x.com/MSFcongo/status/1717941920436007100  
136 Confidential sources, eyewitnesses.  
137 Local and military sources reported M23/RDF positions westwards of Sake including in Mushaki (9 km northwest of Sake), 

Karuba (7 km southwest of Sake) and Muremure (13 km southwest of Sake). These positions were used by M23/RDF to lauch 

heavy artillery fire onto various targets within Sake.  
138 UN and military souces, humanitarian and civil society reporting 
139 Direct witnesses, military sources, UN sources, humanitarian and civil society sources  
140 Three confidential sources, researchers. See also https://aupicinfo.com/guerre-du-m23-une-fillette-de-10-ans-tuee-et-deux-

autres-blessees-dans-un-bombardement-du-m23-a-sake/ 
141 Confidential sources, researchers, UN sources, military source.  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/364/37/pdf/n2336437.pdf?token=EAtQMfGKMlbo1Cl7HG&fe=true
https://x.com/MSFcongo/status/1717941928560374104
https://x.com/MSFcongo/status/1717941920436007100
https://aupicinfo.com/guerre-du-m23-une-fillette-de-10-ans-tuee-et-deux-autres-blessees-dans-un-bombardement-du-m23-a-sake/
https://aupicinfo.com/guerre-du-m23-une-fillette-de-10-ans-tuee-et-deux-autres-blessees-dans-un-bombardement-du-m23-a-sake/
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including 6 children. A 12-year-old girl later succumbed to her injuries. At least two civilian houses were de-

stroyed.142  

 
23. Three independent sources confirmed that the bombs were launched from the M23/RDF positions on the hills above 

Sake, after clashes between FARDC and M23/RDF were recorded earlier that day.143   

 

(3) Nengapeta school in Mugunga neighbourhood, Goma, 2 February 2024 

 

24. During the afternoon of 2 February 2024, a rocket shell landed in the Mugunga neighbourhood of Goma, in the 

vicinity of the Nengapeta school, killing one person and injuring at least two others. In addition, several civilian 

dwellings were damaged, including the school building. Witnesses attributed the firing to M23/RDF.144  

 

25. Military sources ascertained that the artillery shell which landed near the school was likely a 122 mm calibre rocket 

round (see also S/2023/990, paras. 31-32). 
 

 

Maps (area map and zoom-in on impact location) indicating the impact location of the rocket near the Nengapeta primary 

school in the Mugunga neighborhood of Goma.  
 

Map Data: Google, ©2024 Source, Imagery Date: 10042024 

 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  

official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations 

  

__________________ 

142 Three confidential sources, photographic evidence.  
143 Two confidential sources, UN source.  
144 Five confidential sources. See also https://actualite.cd/2024/02/04/bombardement-dune-ecole-goma-denis-mukwege-denonce-une-

violation-grave-du-droit-des; https://linterview.cd/explosion-dune-bombe-a-goma-un-mort-et-trois-blesses-en-bilan-provisoire/  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/364/37/pdf/n2336437.pdf?token=EAtQMfGKMlbo1Cl7HG&fe=true
https://actualite.cd/2024/02/04/bombardement-dune-ecole-goma-denis-mukwege-denonce-une-violation-grave-du-droit-des
https://actualite.cd/2024/02/04/bombardement-dune-ecole-goma-denis-mukwege-denonce-une-violation-grave-du-droit-des
https://linterview.cd/explosion-dune-bombe-a-goma-un-mort-et-trois-blesses-en-bilan-provisoire/
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Remnants of the exploded artillery shell, identified by military experts as a 122mm rocket round. Source: video and photo-

graphs received by the Group from a confidential source. 
 

(4) Mayutsa (Sake), 25 February 2024  
 

26. Local sources reported that in the evening of 25 February 2024, a artillery projectile fired by M23/RDF from the 
direction of Vunano hill in Sake landed in a residential area in the Mayutsa neighbourhood of Sake, near the Mululu 

Institue (see also paras. 22-23 above). The explosion killed a 27-year-old woman and seriously injured two of her 

children and two neighbours. The previous day, local sources reported that at least 20 bombs fired by M23/RDF 

landed in various locations in Sake, without any civilian casualties reported.145 
 

(5) Minova, 20 March 2024 
 

27. Four independent sources reported that on 20 March 2024, in the context of ongoing clashes between M23/RDF 

and FARDC/Wazalendo, an explosive artillery shell fired from a nearby hill occupied by M23/RDF landed in Mi-

nova town, instantly killing a woman and injuring her two children. 
 

(6) Mubambiro, village of Shove, 27 March 2024 

 

28. On 27 March, heavy combat was reported in the hills surrounding Sake, as FARDC and Wazalendo attempted to 

retake control of key road axes in the area. In this context, M23/RDF retaliated by firing rocket and mortar shells 
towards FARDC and SAMIDRC positions in Kimoka and Mubambiro. An explosive ordnance that landed near the 

Mubambiro camp, at the entrance to the village of Shove, killed three civilians and injured at least five others. The 

victims were allegedly IDPs who had returned to search for household items in their abandoned homes.146 That 

same day, at least two mortar shells landed near the SAMIDRC base (see annexes 28 and 32).147  
 

(7) Sake and IDP sites near Goma, 6 and 7 April 2024  
 

29. On 6 and 7 April 2024, as FARDC and SAMIDRC troops conducted offensive attacks on M23/RDF positions west 

and north-west of Sake, M23/RDF retaliated with rocket fire that hit several locations in Sake, Mubambiro as well 
as locations sheltering IDPs in the vicinity of Lac Vert.148   

 

30. On 6 April, at least 17 houses burnt down in Sake as a result of an exploded ordnance in the Birere neighbour-

hood,149  and several IDPs were severely injured by bombs that landed in the midst of the IDP shelters in the 

__________________ 

145 Confidential sources.  
146 Confidential sources.  
147 Confidential sources, UN source, photographic evidence.  
148 UN source, m ilitary sources, civil society, and video evidence. See also See also https://estinfo.net/2024/04/07/nord-kivu-

plus-de-17-bombes-larguees-en-une-journee-sur-des-habitations-civiles-a-sake-et-a-mugunga/  
149 Testimonial and video evidence, UN source, civil society and military sources.  

https://estinfo.net/2024/04/07/nord-kivu-plus-de-17-bombes-larguees-en-une-journee-sur-des-habitations-civiles-a-sake-et-a-mugunga/
https://estinfo.net/2024/04/07/nord-kivu-plus-de-17-bombes-larguees-en-une-journee-sur-des-habitations-civiles-a-sake-et-a-mugunga/
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Lushagala IDP site (see location on the map above), killing four civilians and injuring 14 others.150 On the same 

day, RDF also shelled SAMIDRC positions in Mubambiro, injuring four SAMIDRC elements (see annex 40). On 

7 April, another shell landed in the midst of an IDP site in Mugunga, Goma.151 Video footage received by the Group 
depicts severely injured civilians, including children, being evacuated by members of the crowd. One civilian was 

killed and several wounded.152  
 

31. Confidential military sources reported that the artillery fire on 7 April originated from the hills around Sake, north 
of Karuba, involving 122 mm precision-guided rockets153 fired by RDF units (see also annex 42).   

 

 
 

Screenshot from video received by the Group from a confidential source, depicting the damage caused to civilian dwell-

ings in Sake, on 6 April 2024 
 

    

Screenshots from a video received by the Group on 7 April 2024 from a confidential source, depicting the shell impact’s 

location within the overpopulated IDP camp in Mugunga neighbourhood in Goma on 7 April 2024 (left), and the remnants 

of the exploded shell found at the site of the explosion (right), which was inspected by military experts (see annex 42). 
  

__________________ 

150 Idem  
151 Civil society sources and a military source.  
152 Military and civil society sources.  
153 According to military experts, this rocket has a 20km reach.  



 
S/2024/432 

 

24-07709 207/298 

 

(2) Indiscriminate use of heavy artillery attributed to the FARDC/Wazalendo coalition 

 

Attack on Bambo town, Rutshuru territory, on 7 November 2023  

 

32. On 7 November 2023, the Wazalendo armed groups supported by FARDC soldiers launched a counter-offensive 

against M23/RDF positions in Bambo with the intention of retaking control of the town, following its capture by 

M23/RDF on 26 October 2023 (see above paras. 14-16). By this time, part of the population that had fled the attacks 

of 26 October had returned to Bambo.154  

 

33. While heavy artillery rounds were reportedly used by both sides, local sources including eyewitnesses reported that 

projectiles fired by FARDC since the morning of 7 November had landed in areas inhabited by civilians, in the 

centre of town and near the local health centre. One local source reported that FARDC was bombing “the commu-

nity” since early morning, and by noon they had already counted 4 civilians killed and 17 injured. By the time the 

attack was over later that day, the shelling had claimed the lives of five civilians, including four children, and 
injured over 30 persons. This included over a dozen civilians injured within the concession of the CBCA Bambo 

health centre, where they sought refuge along with more than 240 households. Several civilian homes were also 

destroyed, and the Bambo health centre was partially damaged.155   

 

34. A few days prior to the aforementioned incident, on 2 November 2023, the Group had obtained intelligence from 

sources affiliated with Wazalendo, which indicated that three out of four military installations previously estab-

lished by M23 within Bambo town (subsequent to its capture on 26 October 2023) had been relocated to the nearby 

Mburamazi hill, situated approximately 2 kilometres away from Bambo. According to this intelligence, only a 

singular hostile position remained within Bambo town prior to the attack launched by FARDC.  

 

 

Attack on Mweso, 22-25 January 2024  

 

35. M23/RDF fought against FARDC/Wazalendo over control of Mweso town between 22 and 25 January 2024, with 

both sides resorting to the use of heavy artillery.  

 

36. Witnesses reported that on 22 January, FARDC fired two bombs, allegedly by mistake, that killed two civilians.156 

The following day heavy artillery fire was again heard over Mweso, without any civilian casualties being reported. 

On 24 January, FARDC Colonel Senzira, involved in the military operations in Mweso, had called someone in 

Mweso warning them that fighting would continue, but did not specify that there would be any fighting or shooting 

of heavy artillery in town.157  

 

37. The town was encircled by belligerent forces and the population did not evacuate.158  
 

38. On 25 January, the presence of M23/RDF was reported very close to the centre of Mweso, including in the vicinity 

of the general hospital, where a large number of civilians had already taken refuge. M23 confirmed in a public 

statement issued on 25 January 2024 that the armed group was firmly in control of Mweso.159 FARDC troops based 

in Katsiru fired several rounds of heavy artillery to support Wazalendo troops who were fighting M23 on the 

ground.160 At least three rounds fell onto populated areas of Mweso that day, including close to the hospital, pre-

sumably targeting M23/RDF positions.161  

 

39. According to witness testimonies, the first round landed on a brick house in the Himbi neighbourhood, killing 10 

persons, injuring another 13, and completely destroying the house. The victims were all civilians who had sought 

__________________ 

154 Local sources 
155 UN sources, confidential sources, reserachers, victims and eyewitnesses.  
156 Reported by two confidential sources  
157 Confidential source 
158 Confidential sources.  
159 See statement by Lawrence Kanyuka, M23 spokesperson, posted in the morning of 25 January 2024, at 

https://x.com/LawrenceKanyuka/status/1750388870913421649   
160 Eyewitnesses, FARDC sources, researchers, confidential sources.  
161 Confidential sources.  

https://x.com/LawrenceKanyuka/status/1750388870913421649
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shelter in this house, as it was one of the few solid constructions in town. A second round hit the house of a protestant 

pastor in the Kadaf neighbourhood, where 3 civilians were killed and at least another five injured. At least 13 

civilians were killed and 17 injured that day,162 with a final death toll of 19 civilians subsequently reported.163 
 

40. On the day of the attack, M23/RDF positions were located on hills surrounding Mweso town, including the 

Bushanga hill in Mweso, and on a hill commonly called “Chaine Gaza”. Mweso town lies nestled beneath these 

hills. FARDC elements were positioned in Katsiru and a tea plantation commonly referred to as “JTN” (Jardin 

Theicole de Ngeri), located approximately 10-15 kilometres east of Mweso. Witnesses reported the presence of 

mortars at these locations, and of a 12-tube multiple rocket launcher in the FARDC arsenal based in Katsiru. The 

troops based in Katsiru were under the command of FARDC Colonel Bwira of the 3412th regiment.164 Several 

sources confirmed that the mortar rounds that killed the civilians on 25 January were fired by FARDC who was 

targeting M23 positions in Mweso and on the surrounding hills.165 In addition, confidential sources, including mil-

itary sources, confirmed that the FARDC hierarchy acknowledged that it was a mistake in targeting, and claimed 

to have removed the person who fired the weapons from his post, because he was “undisciplined” and had made 
such mistakes before.166  

 

41. Despite this acknowledgment, FARDC issued a statement blaming the M23 for the bombing and civilian casualties 

in Mweso (see copy of the statement below).167 In a communiqué issued on the same day (see copy of the commu-

niqué below), M23 vehemently denied this claim, accusing in turn the FARDC and the armed forces supporting it 

of bombarding Mweso with “mortar 120 mm, 107 mm rockets (Katiusha) and 122 mm (BM)”.168 The Group could 

not verify the calibre of the shells used. 

 

42. Several sources also reported that the following day, on 26 January 2024, the FARDC ordered the evacuation of 

civilians granting them three hours to leave Mweso, and that M23 allowed the civilians to leave. Local sources and 

witnesses confirmed that most civilians evacuated Mweso on 26 January. While such a measure may have contrib-
uted to preventing casualties, it further denotes the negligence of FARDC commanders in considering proportion-

ality or taking all precautions prior to issuing attack orders (see para. 96 of the report). 

__________________ 

162 Eyewitnesses, FARDC sources, researchers, confidential sources.  

163 UN source, humanitarian and civil society sources, reported publicly. See 

https://www.radiookapi.net/2024/01/29/actualite/societe/nord-kivu-la-communaute-humanitaire-profondement-troublee-par-les; 

and https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20240209-rdc-la-situation-sécuritaire-à-l-est-du-pays-est-de-plus-en-plus-inquiétante-alerte-msf  
164 Two confidential sources  
165 Ten confidential sources, and military intelligence source  
166 Confidential military source, direct witness  
167 See https://estinfo.net/2024/01/25/masisi-voici-la-reaction-des-fardc-apres-le-bombardement-des-civils-a-mweso/  
168 See https://x.com/LawrenceKanyuka/status/1750750646251221386   

https://www.radiookapi.net/2024/01/29/actualite/societe/nord-kivu-la-communaute-humanitaire-profondement-troublee-par-les
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20240209-rdc-la-situation-sécuritaire-à-l-est-du-pays-est-de-plus-en-plus-inquiétante-alerte-msf
https://estinfo.net/2024/01/25/masisi-voici-la-reaction-des-fardc-apres-le-bombardement-des-civils-a-mweso/
https://x.com/LawrenceKanyuka/status/1750750646251221386
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Official FARDC communiqué signed by Lt-Col Ndjike, FARDC/Nord Kivu Spokesperson, issued on 25 January 2024, 

blaming M23 and RDF for the bombing in Mweso 
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Official M23 communiqué issued on 25 January 2024 related to the bombing in Mweso 
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Annex 63 (para. 97) 

Military positions established near or within civilian settlements   

 

Positions militaires établies à proximité ou à l'intérieur d'agglomérations civiles   

 
Military positions were often established close to civilian settlements, significantly increasing the exposure 

of civilians to indiscriminate or targeted attacks. In armed conflict situations, IHL prohibits the use of civil-

ian property and possessions as a shield for military operations or objectives.169  

Regarding the installation of artillery positions near civilian settlements by FARDC and SAMIDRC, until 

their removal on 18 February 2024, see annex 62, paragraph 6.  

The Group received testimonies from multiple sources, including witnesses in M23/RDF-controlled territo-

ries, confirming the tendency of M23 to set up bases near or in civilian settlements, and housing officers 

and/or ammunition in civilian dwellings, to protect them from aerial bombings (see annex 27, and annex 62, 

para. 3). 

Aerial imagery confirmed that as M23 was consolidating its positions after recapturing Kitchanga on 21 

October 2023 (see also S/2023/990, para. 26), it was setting up military positions in the immediate vicinity 

of IDP camps. As shown on the images below captured on 6 November 2023, a M23 camp was set up 

between two IDP camps on a hilltop around Kitchanga, as the digging of trenches around the camp was still 

ongoing.  

 
  

__________________ 

169 Additional Protocol 1, article 51.  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/364/37/pdf/n2336437.pdf?token=qdfQtPl08fPAsZXYaW&fe=true
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Aerial images above provided by UN source  

 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance 

by the United Nations. 
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Annex 64 (para. 98) 

International Humanitarian Law provisions regarding use of indiscriminate weapons 

Dispositions du droit international humanitaire relatives à l'utilisation d'armes à caractère 

non discriminatoire 

 

Explosive weapons such as bombs, missiles and artillery shells, are considered indiscriminate by design 

because they have a wide area of impact and cannot be precisely targeted to minimize harm to civilians and 

civilian objects. As a result, collateral damage from their use, including civilian casualties and damage to 

civilian infrastructure, is both likely and predictable, especially in densely populated urban areas where 

civilians are more concentrated.  

Failure to adopt effective precautionary measures in selecting means and methods of attack to mitigate ci-

vilian casualties, injuries, and property damage aligns with the definition of an indiscriminate attack under 

International Humanitarian Law, notably Additional Protocol I, articles 51 and 57, as well as I rules 7, 71 

and 72 of the Customary International Humanitarian Law on the prohibition of indiscriminate attacks and 

of certain means and methods of warfare.170 

__________________ 

170 The large-scale commission of such acts can constitute war crimes, in virtue of article 8(2)(b)(iv) or  (v) of the Rome Statute of 

the International Criminal Court.  
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Annex 65 (para. 101) 

 

M23 child recruitment in DRC  

Recrutement des enfants par M23 en RDC 

1. Multiple sources, including several former M23 combatants, some minors at the time of their recruitment, described 

a heavy recruitment drive by M23 which has intensified in recent months. The sources reported incidents of forced 

recruitment as well as recruitment by deceit, whereby recruits were promised the payment of several hundreds of 

dollars in return for joining M23, money which was subsequently not paid. Most children were forcibly recruited.171 

An ex-M23 combatant, recruited by deceit into the group commanded by M23 “colonel” Erasto, reported that over 

70 Hutu recruits were taken from Mweso to Tchanzu for training in 2023. 

 

2. On 18 December, 450 local authorities, community leaders, including village and locality chiefs, were reportedly 

taken by M23 throughout Bwisha Chefferie, in Rutshuru territory, and sent to Tchanzu for training. Aerial imagery 

taken on 19 December 2023 of Tchanzu shows ongoing trainings of groups of men in civilian clothing (see annex 

26). 172 In January 2024, recruitment of young civilians was still ongoing in the Bwisha and Bwito chiefdoms.173 

Several hundred men, including children, were reportedly recruited in such circumstances and sent to military 
training centres, notably to Tchanzu and Bwiza (see paras. 37 to 39 of this report).174  

 

Sensitization campaigns led by M23 through local leaders and public meetings 

 

3. Since November 2023, it was reported that M23 had convoked the local population in several areas under their 

control, demanding local authorities and community leaders to mobilize young men to join the M23, including by 

setting minimum quotas for recruitment.175 In December 2023, local sources reported that more than 100 young 

men had fled their villages in the Groupement de Jomba, Bweza and Kisigari, in Rutshuru territory, to seek refuge 

elsewhere for fear of being recruited into the M23, as awareness-raising campaigns promoting the recruitment of 

young people were underway in M23 areas through local chiefs.176  

 
4. Witnesses reported that such campaigns were ongoing from January 2024 in the Bwisha, Bwito and Jomba chief-

doms in Rutshuru territory, and Mweso-Kitchanga area in Masisi.177 Similarly, M23 requested neighbourhood lead-

ers (“Nyumbakumi”)178 to identify youth from each household for recruitment. Witnesses reported that compliance 

was mainly due to fear of reprisals; namely, those who did not comply were abducted.179 Sources also reported that 

ideological training was provided to local leaders who accepted allegiance to M23, such as in Nyongera and 

Tchanzu in early January 2024. These leaders were then used for sensitization and recruitment efforts in their com-

munities.180 Recruitment, as well as ideological and military training for M23 recruits, continued to be documented 

after January 2024 (see para. 38 of this report).181  

 

5. It is noteworthy that on 23 January 2024, Bertrand Bisimwa, president of M23, issued a decision – “considering 

the need to strengthen the political activities of the [M23] in order to maximise its results”, in consultation with the 

high military command, “having regard to the necessity and urgency” of the matter – naming Rukomera Désiré 
and Kulu Jean-Louis as the head and deputy, respectively, of the “Department for mobilisation, ideological training 

of leaders and setting up the movement” (see annex 25). 

  

__________________ 

171 Former M23 combatants, UN, FARDC, humanitarian and NGO sources, researchers, local sources including eyewitnesses, and 

community leaders. 
172 UN source. The camp grounds on the images matched descriptions of Tchanzu camp by former conscripts, including children.  
173 UN sources, Local and confidential sources, UN  
174 Former M23 combatants.  
175 Former M23 combatants, local sources, researchers, confidential sources, UN, NGO and h umanitarian sources.  
176 Local sources, confidential sources, UN source.  
177 Confidential local sources, UN sources, civil society sources  
178 Traditional chief ruling over 10 households.  
179 Confidential local sources, demobilized combatants, UN sources  
180 UN and confidential local sources  
181 Former M23 combatants, local sources, researchers, confidential sources, UN, NGO and humanitarian sources.  



 
S/2024/432 

 

24-07709 215/298 

 

6. In reaction to widespread reports of forced recruitment on a massive scale conducted by M23, civil society actors 

and FARDC publicly alerted and condemned the systematic practice of forced recruitment and training, including 

of children. See below a statement issued by FARDC on 19 January 2024 and a statement issued on 6 April 2024 
by the representative of the Youth Council of Rutshuru territory.  

 

 

 

Press statement issued by FARDC/Nord Kivu spokesperson on 19 January 2024, denouncing the practice of forced recruit-
ment, as well as the recruitment by deceit, of youth and minors by M23/RDF in areas under their control. 
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Statement by the president of the Conseil Territorial de la Jeuness de Rutshuru dated 6 April 2024. Document provided by 

confidential source 
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Annex 66 (para. 104) 

 

Recruitment of children by RDF officers in refugee camps in Rwanda 

 

Recrutement d'enfants par des agents RDF dans les camps de réfugiés au Rwanda   
 

1. A former RDF officer interviewed by the Group explained that recruitment in Rwandan refugee camps is conducted 

by trained RDF intelligence officers, who chose the subjects to recruit. He explained that recruitment is carried out 

in secret, but even when families become aware of the recruitment, they are not allowed to object, as it is considered 

a “violation”. The recruiters confiscated the phones of the recruits and forbade them to be on social networks.  

Testimonies of children recruited by RDF in Rwanda about the recruitment scheme and smuggling 

route to Rwanda  

2. Five children ranging from the ages of 14 to 17 testified having been recruited in refugee camps in Rwanda – three 

in the Mahama refugee camp, and two in the Gisigara camp. The boys all reported having been taken in similar 

circumstances. They described having been taken from the refugee camp – the majority from school and together 

with other children of their age – by Rwandan men (speaking Kinyarwanda), who were in fact soldiers dressed in 
civilian clothing, driving black pick-up trucks. They were all taken to Tchanzu for training, where they have all 

testified having met many other children recruited by force, some as young as 10.  

 

3. Three children – two recruited in Gisagara and one in Mahama – claimed having been driven to the border between 

Rwanda and DRC, in a place called Musanze, Rwanda [also known as Ruhengeri],182 and from there taken to 

Tchanzu, on foot, without crossing any official borders. The Group notes that Musanze (or Ruhengeri) is directly 

opposite from Tchanzu, on the other side of the border, in DRC. The two localities are only separated by Mount 

Sabinyo (see map below), M23’s historical stronghold. The existence of footpaths linking Tchanzu to Rwanda, 

used by M23 and RDF, has been confirmed by multiple sources.183 

  

__________________ 

182 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musanze_District   
183 Intelligence sources, ex-combatants, UN source.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musanze_District
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Map depicting the area of Musanze /Ruhengeri (Rwanda), near the border with DRC and Uganda, 

directly opposite from Tchanzu (DRC) and in proximity to Bunagana (Uganda) 

Map data ©2024 Google 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance 

by the United Nations 
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Annex 67 (para. 110)  
 

Recruitment and use of children by Wazalendo groups in Petit Nord  

 

Recrutement et utilisation des enfants par les groupes du Wazalendo dans le Petit Nord 
 

1. The recruitment and use of children by Wazalendo armed groups has been widely reported. Most armed groups 

increased their recruitment drive to replenish their troops, considering their active engagement in ongoing fighting. 
Children were an easy target for mobilisation, and the majority joined voluntarily, not by force. Many children who 

were separated from their families due to the conflict ended up joining the Wazalendo groups. Amidst chronic 

insecurity and ethnic tensions, parents and communities accepted or even encouraged children to join armed groups, 

viewing it as their obligation to offer one or more children to a group claiming to defend their community.184    
 

Challenges in attributing responsibility  
 

2. The Group's findings on the use of children by Wazalendo groups are first and foremost based on direct observations 

by members of the Group during field missions, including in various locations and IDP camps around Goma and 

Sake. The Group also interviewed children separated from the armed groups, and interacted with children carrying 

weapons and wearing uniforms, operating alongside other adult Wazalendo armed group members and/or FARDC 

elements. The Group has a database of photographs depicting very young children wearing uniforms and/or weap-

ons, on active military duty in various locations in Goma and Sake. Photographs are not published to protect the 

identity of the children, but they remain on file with the Secretariat. The Group also collected information on child 

soldiers from adult ex-combatants who served in armed groups, active combatants, community and civil society 

leaders, IDPs, FARDC officers and eyewitnesses. The Group also consulted UN agencies and partners, including 
local transitory care centres for children associated with armed groups. 
 

3. While the recruitment and use of children was widely reported and acknowledged by the community and armed 

group members alike,185 attribution of responsibility was challenging, as several groups often operated together and 

were referred to globally as “Wazalendo” or “VDP” (see also para. 60). Further identification was sometimes pos-

sible based on names of commanders or location. For example, a 17-year-old boy from Walikale was lured by his 

friend into joining a Wazalendo group in Kibati. He underwent military training and in December 2023 participated 

in combat near Mubambiro. He had spent several weeks in the armed group, yet he was unable to identify the group 

beyond its Wazalendo denomination.186  
 

4. Sometimes the combatants themselves intentionally hid behind the Wazalendo banner to avoid identification. For 

example, a child combatant, armed and wearing a uniform and a Wazalendo armband, identified himself only as a 

Wazalendo combatant.187 The Group also witnessed on two occasions how FARDC soldiers and adult Wazalendo 

combatants were hiding or chasing away the child combatants, whom they called “kadogo” in Swahili188 in the 

presence of the Group, to prevent them from interacting with the Group.189 
 

Identification of armed groups using children 
 

5. Several sources identified the presence of children within the ranks of NDC/R of Guidon, notably in Pinga, and 

reported the recruitment of at least 9 minors in March 2024 in Walikale, as part of an ongoing recruitment effort.190 

Similarly, the presence of children among the Nyatura Abazungu of Jean-Marie, APCLS of Janvier, CMC of Domi, 

UPCRN/Nyiragongo, FDLR-FOCA, FAR-W were consistently reported, including by several Wazalendo combat-

ants and leaders.191  

__________________ 

184 UN, civil society, community and military sources, combatants, ex -combatants including children, eyewi tnesses, photographic 

evidence, armed group leaders  
185 Interviews conducted by the Group 
186 Child interviewed by the Group 
187 Interaction by the Group with a child soldier in Goma  
188 Swahili term for “small” or “child”, generally used to identify child soldiers.  
189 In Goma and in Sake, in March 2024.  
190 Community sources, confidential sources, a high -ranking member of an armed group.  
191 Community sources, UN and confidential sources, members of armed groups, demobilized children, individuals working with 

armed groups. 
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6. The presence of children among the Wazalendo groups operating in Nyiragongo and the wider Sake area was easier 

to document due to the proximity of these locations to Goma, where protection actors as well as the Group could 

have direct access to witnesses, and witness first-hand the presence of the children.  
 

Wazalendo armed groups operating in the area of Nyiragongo  

 

7. Nyiragongo was dominated by the presence of UPCRN under commander Gentil, CMC/Domi, FDLR-FOCA, 

FAR-W and APCLS.192 FDLR-FOCA commander Gaston had a child soldier among his escorts.193 One source 

closely affiliated with the group of CMC/Domi stated that these groups were “making the law” in the Nyiragongo, 

operating visibly including within the vast IDP settlements north of Goma, such as in and around Kanyaruchinya.194 

Several sources cited the well-known case of a 15-year-old boy called Dieudonne Kasereka Byaluba, a child com-

batant within the ranks of FAR-W/Nyiragongo, who was killed in combat in February 2024. Images of the child 

wearing a t-shirt with the FAR-W inscription and a Wazalendo logo, holding a weapon was also posted on social 

media.195 An obituary announcement celebrated him as a hero (see photographs below).  
 

 

 

Photographs provided to the Group by a confidential source 

__________________ 

192 Idem 
193 Source close to FDLR-FOCA leadership.  
194 Community sources, confidential sources, members of armed groups, demobilized children, individuals working with armed 

groups. 
195 https://x.com/maishardc/status/1756243448707858830?s=46&t=_n75XfLAIYYaxKQtM7ZzVg   

https://x.com/maishardc/status/1756243448707858830?s=46&t=_n75XfLAIYYaxKQtM7ZzVg
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Wazalendo armed groups operating in the area of Sake  

 

8. The main Wazalendo armed groups operating in Sake area, which was the most active theatre of operations over 
the last few months, were APCLS under the command of “general” Kambuzi, FDDP of “general” Defender (see 

para. 66), UPCRN under the command of “general” Black, Nyatura Abazungu under the command of “general” 

Ignas, FDLR-FOCA, and CMC.196  

9. The Group has seen, interacted with, and photographed very young children who appear to be well under 18 years 

of age, with weapons and occasionally in full military uniform, in Goma and Sake (see also para. 111). Photographs 

are not published to protect the identity of the children but remain on file with the Secretariat.  

 

10. For example, on 10 March 2024 the Group visited various locations in Sake, including the military camp in Mu-

bambiro and other locations reportedly used by Wazalendo combatants, such as the “Chez JC” hotel near Mubam-

biro. The presence of many children in military uniform and carrying weapons at this location had been reported 

to the Group prior to this visit. The Group was able to confirm the presence of two children, visibly under 18 years 
of age, among other adult combatants. Both children were wearing full military uniforms and assault rifles. The 

Group interacted with the children, who claimed to be members of FDDP group of “general” Defender. Among the 

over a dozen adult combatants who were present, the majority identified as FDDP combatants, and a few as APCLS. 

The Group also observed the presence within the compound of at least six FARDC soldiers with a FARDC pick-

up vehicle. Some were aggressive towards the Group and asked the Group not to interact with the child combatants 

who were present. Individuals based in the area confirmed that the hotel was used as a base by Wazalendo combat-

ants, and that child soldiers were regularly among them.197  

 

11. Multiple sources confirmed that FARDC Colonel Cyprien Sekololo (see paras. 63 and 112 of the report) has been 

using “Chez JC” as his base to conduct meetings with Wazalendo groups. FARDC Colonel Sekololo admitted to 

this fact himself, stating that the Wazalendo combatants could not be seen within the FARDC camp at Mubam-
biro.198 Colonel Sekololo denied having seen any children at the hotel, and claimed that it was the first time he 

heard about the presence of children among the Wazalendo.199 

Presence of child combatants among Wazalendo groups in Goma  

12. The Group also observed the presence of a child combatant in the centre of Goma, at the entrance of an FARDC 

base. The child was wearing full military uniform, an armband with the Wazalendo inscription, and carrying a 

weapon. The Group saw him exiting the military camp in the company of other soldiers, and in plain sight of the 

FARDC elements guarding the entrance of the base. The Group briefly interacted with the child, until the FARDC 

guards noticed the interaction and ordered the child to go away, threatening the Group to immediately leave and 

not take pictures. They addressed the child in Swahili, calling him “kadogo”. The Group was able to take photo-

graphs of the child, which remain accessible in the Group's confidential database.  

 

13. A similar incident was reported to the Group by a confidential source, who was present in Sake and witnessed 
FARDC Lieutenant-Colonel Ndjike Guillaume, spokesperson of FARDC/Nord Kivu, ordering “kadogos”, armed 

and wearing military uniforms, to leave since foreigners were present in the area. Photographs of the children in 

question are on file with the Secretariat.  

__________________ 

196 FARDC, members of armed groups, individuals working with armed groups, communnity -based confidential sources, civil 

society, UN sources, researchers, and direct observations by the Group.  
197 Three confidential sources 
198 Interview with the Group of experts in March 2024  
199 Idem 
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Annex 68 (para. 113) 

 

Impunity exacerbating the use of children  

 

L'impunité aggrave l'utilisation des enfants 
 

1. Wazelendo commanders were more reluctant to release children from their ranks since the Wazalendo/VDP were 

recognized by the Government, and praised their contributions in the fight against M23. In some cases, initiatives 

by protection actors advocating for the release children from the armed groups yielded limited and temporary re-

sults, as most children returned to the armed group shortly after release.200 Other sources reported that commanders 

were often hiding the children from the FARDC command or other actors who could oppose or report the use of 

children (see also annex 67 above).201  

 

2. Such initiatives proved insufficient and ineffective.  
 

3. For example, a high-ranking member of CMC/Domi claimed that the group’s leadership prohibited the use of mi-

nors, but at the same time he was unaware what the punishment would be in case of transgression. He also stated 

that the most recent instance of FARDC issuing instructions against using children was in December 2022 in 

Kitchanga. He denied the presence of children, although various sources reported the continued presence of chil-

dren within the ranks of CMC/Domi (see para. 110). Nevertheless, he stated that all the other Wazalendo groups 

were using children.  

 

4. A civil society representative from Sake informed the Group that the presence of child combatants among the 

Wazalendo groups operating in Sake was reported to an FARDC commander called Papy, who was coordinating 

operations with the Wazalendo groups in Sake. In response, commander Papy informed the Wazalendo during a 
meeting in December 2023 that it was forbidden to use children, but his verbal instructions were not followed up 

by any action. The commander left the area soon after the meeting and the presence of children continued to be 

reported. 

 

5. During an interview with the Group in March 2024, FARDC Colonel Sekololo, provincial coordinator of the Wazal-

endo and reporting directly to the Governor of  North Kivu (see para 63), declared that he was responsible for all 

matters related to the Wazalendo, including discipline. He denied the presence of child soldiers but admitted there 

were “disciplinary issues” with the “Wazalendo”. He declined to respond when asked about these “disciplinary 

issues” and measures taken in response to transgressions/violations committed by Wazalendo.  

__________________ 

200 Community-based source working with armed groups  
201 Community-based sources, civil society representatives, UN source  
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Annex 69 (para. 114)  

 

DRC Legal framework on the prohibition to recruit and use children in armed conflict  

 

Cadre juridique de la RDC relatif à l'interdiction de recruter et d'utiliser des enfants dans les conflits 

armés 
 

The DRC ratified numerous binding international and regional legal instruments regarding the involvement 

of children with armed forces and groups,202 constitutionally setting the minimum age for voluntary recruit-

ment at age 18. Notably, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involve-

ment of children in armed conflict, and the Paris Principles and Guidelines on the association of children 

with armed forces and armed groups. These instruments establish clear standards for the protection of chil-

dren during armed conflict and require state parties to take measures to prevent the recruitment and use of 

children in hostilities. Violations of these provisions are subject to penalties under national laws, with the 

aim of ensuring the safety and well-being of children in conflict-affected areas.  

Enacted in 2009, DRC’s Child Protection Code203 strictly prohibits the recruitment or use of children under 

the age of 18 by armed forces and armed groups. Violations of this prohibition carry severe penalties ranging 

from 10 to 20 years of imprisonment (Article 187). The Code criminalizes abduction, arbitrary arrest, rape, 

and torture of children under Article 53. These offences are atrocities often experienced by child soldiers.  

The Code considers a “child” as any person under the age of eighteen, and recognizes the category of “child 

in exceptional circumstances”, referring to children in situations of armed conflict, tension, civil unrest, 

natural disasters, or significant and prolonged deterioration of socio-economic conditions. Children in this 

category receive enhanced protection under the Code, and offenses committed against them are subject to 

more severe punishments. Furthermore, the Code mandates state authorities to ensure the release and rein-

tegration of children from armed forces and groups (article 71).  

On 4 October 2012, the DRC also signed an Action Plan with the United Nations to prevent the recruitment 

and use of children and sexual violence against children by the FARDC. A Road map to accelerate the 

implementation of the Action Plan was adopted in September 2015.204 

__________________ 

202 The DRC has ratified the Convention of the Rights of the Child (1990), International Labour Organization Convention 182 

(2001), the Additional Protocols to the Geneva Conventions (1982 and 2002). It is a signatory to the African Charter on the 

Rights and Welfare of the Child.  
203 Loi No. 09/001 du 10 janvier 2009 portant protection de l’enfant . Full text accessible at 

http://www.leganet.cd/Legislation/JO/2009/L.09.001.10.01.09.htm   
204 https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/DRC-Fact-Sheet-September-2016.pdf 

http://www.leganet.cd/Legislation/JO/2009/L.09.001.10.01.09.htm
http://www.leganet.cd/Legislation/JO/2009/L.09.001.10.01.09.htm
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/DRC-Fact-Sheet-September-2016.pdf
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Annex 70 (para. 116) 

 

M23 and RDF targeting of civilians, notably killings and executions  

 

Les M23 and RDF prennent pour cible les civils, notamment les meurtres et les exécutions 
 

1. Similar to their previously documented modus operandi (see S/2023/431, para. 65), M23 and/or RDF continued to 

attack predominantly Hutu areas, where they systematically abducted, tortured and executed men and destroyed 

villages, predominantly in FDLR-FOCA and Nyatura-CMC strongholds.205 M23/RDF undertook these operations 

with the aim of either punishing civilians suspected of having ties with FDLR or Nyatura groups, suppressing 

perceived dissent against their territorial authority, targeting individuals viewed as threats, or instilling fear in the 

civilian population to ensure compliance and obedience.206  
 

2. The pattern of attacks documented by the Group reveals a particular concentration of incidents in the localities of 

Bukombo,207 Burambo and Nyanzale in the Bwito chefferie (Rutshuru), in Busanza, chefferie of Bwisha (Rut-

shuru), traditionally considered FDLR-FOCA and Nyatura strongholds. The majority of victims killed, documented 
by the Group, were of Hutu ethnicity. It is noteworthy that Bukombo is the native area of CMC leader “general” 

Domi.208 Killings, including executions, were however recorded in other areas as well. 
 

3. Below is a selection of the most representative incidents, although it is not an exhaustive account of all the incidents 

documented by the Group.  
 

Bwito collectivity 
 

4. On 15 July 2023, M23 elements abducted 15 persons from neighbouring villages, forcing them to carry baggage. 

Of the 15 individuals, the bodies of 11 male victims were later found on Rubona hill, near Bukombo centre. The 

victims were identified by local sources.209 Several victims presented gunshot wounds to the head.210 The fate of 

the other four individuals remains unknown. The killings were preceded by clashes between Nyatura-CMC and 

M23, and the victims would have been abducted as M23 were retreating towards their position on Rubona hill, 

which they eventually abandoned. The bodies were discovered after M23 vacated the hill.211  In the village of 

Kashavu, several houses of civilians were burned down.212  
 

5. On 25 November 2023, 13 civilians who were fabricating charcoal in the Virunga National Park, were shot and 

killed in Burambo by M23. Among the victims, presumed to be associated with enemy armed groups,213 were nine 

men, three women and a young girl.  

 

6. Between 17 and 27 December 2023, at least nine civilians were executed by M23 in the Bwito chefferie, on grounds 
that they were supporting Nyatura-CMC. Among the victims was the village chief of Shonyi, who was abducted 

and subsequently killed.214 

 

7. On 3 January 2024, in Mashiga, groupement of Bukombo in the chefferie of Bwito, three civilians were executed 

by M23 combatants. The victims were strangled. The men were abducted to carry baggage and were subsequently 

killed, as they were accused of supporting Nyatura-CMC and FDLR.215 
  

__________________ 

205UN and confidential sources, military sources, witnesses, community-based confidential sources, researchers, photographic 

evidence.  
206 Confidential sources, witnesses, community-based confidential sources, researchers  
207 Bukombo is comprised of the following localities: Bukombo, Karambi-Kahemba, Katsiru, Makomalehe, Mashiga.  
208 According to sources close to “general” Domi.  
209 Identified by name in the document listing victims of killings in the Bukombo groupement, on file with the Group.   
210 UN sources, community-based confidential sources, researchers, video and photographic evidence.  
211 Community-based source, video evidence, UN source.  
212 Idem.  
213 UN sources, confidential community-based source  
214 UN sources, confidential community-based source. Wictims are identified by name in a document listing victims of killings in 

the Bukombo groupement, on file with the Group.  
215 Five community-based sources, UN sources, video evidence.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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8. On 5 March 2024, in Nyanzale, 18 civilians were reportedly killed216 in the context of fighting between M23/RDF 

and FARDC supported by armed groups, mainly Nyatura-CMC who have been based in Nyanzale. While the ma-

jority were killed by bombs launched by M23 targeting Nyanzale, at least four were victims of targeted killings by 
M23, who accused them of being family members of armed groups fighting against M23 in the area, notably Nya-

tura-CMC collaborators.217 

 

9. During the night of 30 March 2024, M23/RDF elements killed at least four civilians in the village of Kiringa,218 

groupement of Kihondo, Bwito chefferie in Rutshuru territory. Witnesses reported that M23/RDF raided Kiringa in 

search for members of enemy armed groups. However, they tied up civilians and began executing them. Two civil-

ians managed to escape and reported the incident. Four bodies were found burnt inside a house that was also burnt 

to the ground. Houses in the village had been set on fire or destroyed.219 Photographic evidence received by the 

Group from confidential sources depict burnt houses and at least two male burnt bodies inside a burnt dwelling. 

One visibly had his arms tied behind his back.  

 

Bwisha collectivity 

 

10. On 2 February 2024, the mutilated bodies of 13 Hutu male victims, including a 15-year-old boy, were found in 

Nyuondo, groupement of Busanza, collectivité of Bwisha, in Rutshuru territory. Some of the victims had their hands 

tied behind their backs,220 as clearly seen on photographs received by the Group, leading to conclude that they were 

executed. The Group received a list with the age and the identity of 12 of the 13 victims. The victims were identified 

as shepherds and farmers from the area, who were ambushed on their way home from their fields.221 Busanza was 

firmly under the control of M23 at the time of the incident. However, a Nyatura breakaway group, MPA, who had 

allied itself with M23 and was following M23 orders, was also active and seen in the area during the time of the 

incident. One source attributed the killings to this group, while other local sources attributed it to the M23.222  

__________________ 

216 The Group received a list with the identities of the 18 victims killed that day, from a confidential source from the area.  
217 UN sources, confidential source and community-based source. 
218 Rwanguba locality 
219 UN sources, community-based sources, three confidential sources, photographic evidence.  
220 UN sources, civil society and community-based sources, photographic evidence.  
221 Idem  
222 UN sources 
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Annex 71 (para. 118)  

 

The Wazalendo did not target any particular ethnic group 

 

Les Wazalendo n'ont ciblé aucun groupe ethnique en particulier 
 

On allegations of targeting the Tutsi population  

 

1. The Group found no evidence of systematic targeted killings by the Wazalendo armed groups of a particular ethnic 

group.  

 

2. Conscious of systematic public accusations by M23 and Rwanda of an ongoing genocide against the Tutsi in the 

DRC, the Group took steps to ensure that potential crimes against the Tutsi population were not overlooked. The 

Group was aware of the potential risk that the local population sympathising with the Wazalendo would be reluctant 
to report crimes (notably killings) against ethnic groups perceived to support M23, notably the Tutsis, although 

such incidents have been reported in the past. The Group interviewed several leaders of the Tutsi community in 

North Kivu, who stated that while the threat of reprisal killings continued to be real, they had not reported any 

incidents of targeted killings by Wazalendo armed groups since October 2023 (see S/2023/990, para. 54). Another 

determining factor may be the fact that most ethnic Tutsi had already fled the areas under the control of Wazalendo 

armed groups.  

 

3. In addition, the Group was informed that prominent Tutsi leaders from North Kivu had either been arrested by the 

Congolese authorities or had fled for fear of persecution by these authorities, who systematically accused and ar-

rested Tutsi individuals on suspicion of collaborating with M23/RDF.223 The Group obtained a nominal list of over 

170 Tutsi individuals currently detained in prisons in Kinshasa and Goma.224  The Group was unable to inde-
pendently verify the status of these detentions or whether the due process rights of the detainees had been respected. 

 

Targeting of FARDC officers of Tutsi origin: incidents of mob violence  

 

4. The Group documented several cases of public harassment, assassinations or lynching of FARDC officers of Tutsi 

or Banyamulenge origin. The below excerpts were provided to the Group by a leader of the Tutsi community from 

North Kivu. The majority of these incidents were also reported on social media and were confirmed by various 

sources. 225 The Group found no evidence of direct involvement by Wazalendo armed group members in these 

incidents. 

  

__________________ 

223 Public reporting or interviews with the concerned individuals.  
224 Provided by a representative of Tutsi civil society. The list is available in the Group’s archives.  
225 UN sources, civil society, researchers, in some cases family members of the victim.  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/364/37/pdf/n2336437.pdf?token=w4nX1bM6CwmTFE7qmb&fe=true
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The lynching on 9 November 2023 of FARDC Captain Gisore in Goma was documented and widely publicised 

on social media.226 The Group has yet to verify the killing of FARDC soldier Gisore, allegedly the cousin of Cap-

tain Gisore. 
 

 
 

Location of the first incident is Goma, confirmed by several sources;227 the second incident occurred in Kinshasa 

and the video was widely publicised on social media228  

__________________ 

226 https://x.com/kivuresidence/status/1723036790708228330?s=46&t=_n75XfLAIYYaxKQtM7ZzVg   
227 Civil society, UN sources, published on social media.  
228 Video on file with the Group. Also published on social media at  

https://x.com/kivunews24/status/1765138800072589546?s=46&t=_n75XfLAIYYaxKQtM7ZzVg  . The Group received an 

unofficial translation of the conversation taking place between the soldier and an unknown person: “You were in the firs t defence 

zone of the FARDC, how did you end up here?  

https://x.com/kivuresidence/status/1723036790708228330?s=46&t=_n75XfLAIYYaxKQtM7ZzVg
https://x.com/kivunews24/status/1765138800072589546?s=46&t=_n75XfLAIYYaxKQtM7ZzVg
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Location of the incident is the Ndosho neighbourhood of Goma229 

 

 

Location of the incident is Beni, North Kivu 
  

__________________ 

Q: Looking at you like that you're not Congolese, how did you end up in the Congolese army?  

A: I found myself in the Congolese army in this way when I was growing up in 2014 I was 16 years old, I joined the army of the D RC 

because I wanted to be a soldier but I did not know how to join the army. To get in I gave a sum of 5000fc, we came to Kinsha sa in 

2014, we went to Maluku, in Maluku we did the parade after the parade we came here to the place where there was a stand.  

Q: Who was the Congolese head of state? A: it was Joseph Kabila  

Q: who was the chief of staff? A: Didier Etumba  

Q: Is that where you became a soldier? A: Yes. I went to Kitona where I did training,  

[Unknown speaker]: Leave him alone, what do you drink? A: I drink everything.  

[Unknown speaker]: Take some water, drink, don't say we put things in there to poison you, drink too to show there's nothing 

there. He said he drinks everything, we offered him the time we needed to finish the discussion. We are Congolese, Bantu, we 

have no problem with anyone. You are Hutu or Tutsi?  A: I know I'm Tutsi according to the ideology.  

Q: So you're part of Kagame's family line? A: Yes”  
229 Incident confirmed by local sources.  



 
S/2024/432 

 

24-07709 229/298 

 

Annex 72 (para. 120) 

 

Kidnappings for ransom, arbitrary detentions, and executions perpetrated by Wazalendo armed groups  

 

Enlèvements contre rançon, détentions arbitraires et exécutions perpétrés par les groupes armés du 

Wazalendo 
 

 

1. All Wazalendo armed groups committed serious abuses against the civilian population in areas under their control, 

including killing/executing civilians accused of cooperating with M23/RDF, with full impunity.  

 
2. Although incidents were widespread and frequent, the targeting and killing of civilians as a form of punishment 

was not recorded on a systematic scale, or with a modus operandi comparable with the killings perpetrated by 

M23/RDF (see annex 70).  

 

3. Most killings were recorded in the context of either clashes between rival Wazalendo groups, robberies, punishment 

of civilians for their perceived dissent against the territorial authority of the armed groups’ leadership (such as 

refusing to pay taxes), or to settle personal scores that members of armed groups had with targeted civilians. These 

killings most often occurred following kidnappings. The armed groups that were most frequently involved in such 

incidents documented by the Group were NDC-R, APCLS, CMC, UPCRN, Nyatura Abazungu, and FDLR-

FOCA.230  

 

Execution of civilians on accusation of collaboration with M23  
 

4. The Group documented several incidents of civilians executed by Wazalendo armed groups on suspicion of collab-

oration with M23. One individual witnessed a woman being executed – beaten to death – in November 2023 on 

commander Gaston’s orders because she was accused of being an M23 spy. The same individual witnessed another 

five persons executed within two days, three of whom were women.   

 

5. Two sources close to the FDLR-FOCA leadership reported that FDLR-FOCA executed several individuals on sus-

picion of being M23 spies,231 summarily executing them.  

 

6. In one incident on 24 February 2024, in Butale village, chefferie of Bashali, in Masisi territory, elements of Jean 

Marie Bonane's Nyatura group killed five people, including two women and seriously injured another person, all 
of Hutu ethnicity. The combatants killed the three men on suspicion of being M23 collaborators, together with their 

wives. The commander in the area where the killing took place was Commander Ignas.232 

 

7. On 4 March 2024, elements of Jean Marie Bonane's Nyatura group killed a man and his child after they accused 

the father of being an M23 collaborator.  The incident took place in Mpati village, Bashali-Mukoto groupement in 

the Bashali chiefdom, Masisi territory. The elements were under the command of Bigirabagabo.233 

 

Kidnappings for ransom as source of revenue  

 

8. Kidnappings for ransom as a means of securing income became widespread, and particularly affected the area north 

of Goma and Nyiragongo. The groups operating in the area that were involved in such practices were APCLS, 
UPCRN, FDLR-FOCA, and CMC. These kidnappings were often accompanied by violence, including torture and 

sometimes executions.234 Sources reported that hundreds of individuals had been kidnapped in such circumstances 

over the last few months.235  

 

__________________ 

230 UN sources, civil society, researchers, individuals working with armed groups, military sources.  
231 The sources were unable to give specific numbers, merely pointed out that it was a frequent occurance.  
232 Civil society sources 
233 Idem 
234 UN sources, sources close to these armed groups, a victim of kidnapping, community leaders, civil society sources  
235 Idem 
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9. Several sources reported the existence of underground prisons, called “kiboro” (a dungeon), where prisoners and 

kidnapped individuals were kept.236  

 
10. Sources informed the Group of the existence of a “kiboro” in the Ka-Lac area of Nyiragongo, close to the volcano, 

which served as a detention site for individuals kidnapped by APCLS, UPCRN, FDLR-FOCA and CMC. The chief 

of the prison was commander Biringiro of CMC.237 FDLR-FOCA leader Gaston and CMC leader Domi were aware 

of the existence of this prison, where individuals were also executed.238  

 

__________________ 

236 Sources working with FDLR-FOCA and CMC, and a victim of kidnapping.  
237 Confidential source, a victim of kidnapping.  
238 See incident mentioned at para. 8 above.  
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Annex 73 (para. 123) 

 

Systematic attacks on MONUSCO  

 

Attaques systematiques contre la MONUSCO 
 

During the reporting period, MONUSCO has been systematically targeted by both M23/RDF and by 

FARDC and Wazalendo, the latter particularly around Sake (see also annex 32), seriously hampering 

MONUSCO’s mandate implementation.239 

Non-exhaustive list of threats and attacks on MONUSCO by FARDC and Wazalendo groups240 

• On 8 November 2023, FARDC elements fired on a MONUSCO convoy which was part of Operation 

“Springbok” in the Kibati area, northeast of Goma along the RN2 national road, while escorted by 

FARDC. FARDC reportedly wanted to inspect the vehicles. FARDC fired on the convoy, causing dam-

age to vehicles.  

 

• On 14 November 2023, in the Kibati area, approximately 10-15 Wazalendo elements, presumably Nya-

tura CMC/FDP, threatened to open fire on MONUSCO contingents who were in the process of estab-

lishing a blocking position as part of Operation “Springbok”. The FARDC elements who were escorting 

the MONUSCO troops reportedly tried to convince them that they were aware of the deployment. Nev-

ertheless, the Wazalendo elements asserted that the zone fell under their jurisdiction, and that no other 

forces could deploy there. The MONUSCO contingents aborted the mission and returned to their base.  

 

• On 10 December 2024, Wazalendo elements and the local population hindered attempts by MONUSCO 

to establish a new “Operation Springbok” blocking position on the Sake-Minova axis. FARDC elements 

also harassed UN peacekeepers twice that same day.  

 

• On 6 February 2024, UN vehicles were stopped at a checkpoint near a FARDC position, and staff were 

forcibly removed from their vehicle, brutalized and robbed.  

 

• On 8 February 2024, intoxicated FARDC and Wazalendo elements breached a MONUSCO position in 

Kimoka, threatening peacekeepers with a hand grenade and stealing valuables. 

 

• On 7 February 2024, Wazalendo fired hundreds of small arms rounds and RPG rockets towards a 

MONUSCO blocking position at Lushangi. 

 

• On 8 February 2024, intoxicated armed FARDC personnel and MaiMai cadres fired off rounds to intim-

idate UN staff at MONUSCO’s blocking position at Kimoka and threatened the peacekeepers with a 

hand-grenade, while searching their position for alleged M23 elements.  

 

• On 9 February 2024, Wazalendo fired RPGs, machine guns and assault rifles at MONUSCO’s blocking 

position at Kimoka, while later that day Wazalendo indiscriminately fired on the MONUSCO’s blocking 

position at Lushangi. 

 

• From 9 to 18 February 2024, over 14 incidents were recorded against or involving peacekeepers in the 

wider Sake area.  The frequency of the incidents escalated from two incidents to three incidents per day. 

Several Operation “Springbok” positions were targeted including by RPG, mortar, and machine gun fire, 

and drone-borne IEDs. During the same week, several MONUSCO peacekeepers were wounded. The 

MONUSCO convoy evacuating the wounded was fired upon by Wazalendo while evacuating, but the 

__________________ 

239 pr_united_nations_condemn_attacks_against_its_personnel_in_kinshasa_and_calls_for_investigations.pdf See also S/2024/251 para. 23. 
240 MONUSCO sources, unless otherwise indicated  

https://monusco.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/pr_united_nations_condemn_attacks_against_its_personnel_in_kinshasa_and_calls_for_investigations.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/068/18/pdf/n2406818.pdf?token=NQxmhkET9xoDfyibxu&fe=true
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convoy managed to move through. High-level engagement with FARDC by MONUSCO, a field visit 

by Military Governor Major General Peter Cirimwami to Sake, meeting with VDP members and FARDC 

units there, as well as joint public relations of MONUSCO, DRC Ministry of Defence and FARDC did 

not deter further attacks.  
 

• On 18 February 2024, a MONUSCO convoy was blocked by Wazalendo combatants on the way to Sake, 

forcing the convoy to return to Goma.241 
 

• On 19 February 2024, a group of 30-40 Wazalendo combatants indiscriminately fired between 100 to 

150 small arms rounds and 5 to 8 RPG rounds upon MONUSCO’s Kimoka camp.  
 

• On 25 February 2024, MONUSCO troops reported between 10 to 15 rounds of RPG and 700 to 800 

rounds of small arms fire against a MONUSCO logistics convoy.   
 

• Between 26 February and 3 March 2024, several MONUSCO blocking positions were targeted every 

day by Wazalendo/FARDC, sometimes several times a day, with the firing of small arms ammunition, 

RPG rockets, machine guns, and automatic weapons. A total of 14 firing incidents were reported, with 

thousands of rounds of ammunition fired. In five out of the 14 incidents, the involvement of FARDC 

elements in addition to Wazalendo, was reported.  
 

• On 9-10 March 2024, further attacks by Wazalendo elements on MONUSCO blocking positions were 

reported, with at least 1,500 small arms rounds as well as RPG rounds fired towards Kimoka and 

Lushangi blocking positions. 
 

• On 21 and 24 March 2024, MONUSCO supply convoys moving on the Sake-Kimoka axis were fired 

upon by Wazalendo elements.242 
 

• See also para. 51 and annex 37 

Threats and attack by M23/RDF 

• In a message posted on X on 24 January 2024, M23 Spokesperson Lawrence Kanyuka issued a warning 

to MONUSCO, “whose surveillance drones continue to collect and transmit information on M23/ARC 

positions and activities to Tshisekedi Tshilombo's coalition forces”. He added that “The biased and bel-

licose behaviour of the UN peacekeepers, as well as the killings of the civilian population, have forced 

us [M23/ARC] to take appropriate measures for self-defence and protection of the targeted civilian pop-

ulation.”243  
 

• On 2 February 2024, M23/RDF shot at a MONUSCO helicopter that was performing evacuation of 

wounded FARDC elements near Karuba, gravely injuring two peacekeepers and killing one, and causing 

significant damage to the helicopter. The helicopter was flying over an area controlled by M23/RDF.244  
 

• On 7 February 2024 a mobile and radar guided short-range air-defence system SHORAD, shot at, but 

missed a MONUSCO drone (see annex 34). 
 

• On 16 March 2024, eight peacekeepers were wounded in Sake, after mortars presumably fired by M23-

ARC landed inside the MONUSCO base in Sake.245   
 

__________________ 

241 MOSNUCO sources, video footage  
242 https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/03/1147651  
243 https://x.com/LawrenceKanyuka/status/1750042492416704626  
244 See MONUSCO press release of 2 February 2024 at pr_monusco_denounces_attack_on_helicopter_which_wounds_ 

two_un_peacekeepers_in_north_kivu.pdf 
245 pr_monusco_condemns_the_attack_that_wounded_8_peacekeepers_in_sake_north_kivu.pdf 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/03/1147651
https://x.com/LawrenceKanyuka/status/1750042492416704626
https://monusco.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/pr_monusco_denounces_attack_on_helicopter_which_wounds_two_un_peacekeepers_in_north_kivu_1.pdf
https://monusco.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/pr_monusco_denounces_attack_on_helicopter_which_wounds_two_un_peacekeepers_in_north_kivu_1.pdf
https://monusco.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/pr_monusco_condemns_the_attack_that_wounded_8_peacekeepers_in_sake_north_kivu.pdf
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• On 17 March 2024, in a communiqué signed by Lawrence Kanyuka, the AFC spokesperson, accused 

MONUSCO of lending its bases to the FARDC and their allies, explicitly mentioning FDLR, mercenar-

ies, militias, FDNB and SADC, who would be using them as rear bases and refuge from which they 

would conduct attacks on civilians. AFC called on MONUSCO to stop. 
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Annex 74 (para. 124) 

 

Map of the transport routes of wooden planks and checkpoint locations 

 

Carte des routes de transport des planches et emplacement des check points 

 

 

Source: Global Forest Watch. Map annotated by the Group 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance 

by the United Nations 

 

Lubero road Walikale road RN2 road        Check point 
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Annex 75 (para. 124)  

 

Type, size and prices of wooden planks sold at wholesale markets in Goma 

 
Types, dimensions et prix des planches de bois dans les marchés de gros de Goma 
 

Illegal taxes paid by wooden plank transporters to armed actors operating in Rutshuru, Nyiragongo and Masisi 

since the beginning of the M23 crisis led to a significant spike in prices at markets in Goma. On the 400 km 

stretch of route between Lubero and Goma, each 8-ton Fuso truck driver was compelled to pay approximately 

$1,000 in taxes to different state actors and armed groups.246 Heavier duty trucks or “ten wheels” with a payload 

of 14 tons each paid $1,500 in taxes on the same road.247 Several wholesale traders revealed having trucks waiting 

in Lubero for the money to cover the illegal taxes along the route, causing significant delays in the supply. 

 

8-ton Fuso trucks were the most widely used form of transportation for wooden planks, because they can with-
stand any road condition. Fuso trucks can carry 110 to 120 “driers” (beams) of redwood. The Group observed at 

the “Chez Modé” and Kihisi wholesale market in Goma that a beam of redwood weighs an average of 90 kilos (a 

density of 700 kilos per cubic meter), while planks of ordinary wood, which have a density of 400 to 450 kilos 

per cubic meter depending on the age of the tree logged, weigh 22 (shuttering wood quality) to 28 kilos. 

 

Trees were transformed into planks directly at the logging sites. A log was first cut into smaller portions measuring 

4 to 6 meters, called « grimes ». Each « grime » was then chopped down into beams, called « driers ».248 The 

typical redwood “drier” would measure 450x30x10cm. Wooden beams intended for exports to Uganda, Kenya 

and Tanzania were chopped into a measure called « Size» of 560x32x6 to 7 cm. A cubic meter, or ton, of redwood 

yields 14 to 15 “driers”. 

 
The price increase resulting from the illegal taxes was added to the final cost of the wooden planks. This price 

increase affected all types and qualities of wooden planks sold, which further aggravated the economic strain of 

dwellers in Goma. For example, a beam of the highest quality timber, called “red wood (mahogany)”, “afromosia” 

or “muvula”, which was sold at $85 before 2022, was sold at $125; the intermediate “Libuyu (yellow wood)” saw 

its price ramp up from $65 to $85, while the ordinary “Licheche” rose from $20 to $32. The lowest qualities “bois 

de coffrage” (shuttering wood) and “bois local” (framework wood) rose from $5-7 to $7.5-12. 

 

 

Type, size, origin, and prices of wooden planks in March 2024:  

 

Red wood quality 

• Afromosia redwood 320x35x12/15cm beam– from Grand Nord and Kisangani, is worth $100-110 per 

beam. A beam weighs 94 kilos. 

 

• Libuyu or “bois jaune” (yellow wood) 450x30x9cm beam– from Beni, $80 -90 per beam 

 

• Muvula (acajou /mahogany) – same size and price as Libuyu – from Beni and Kindu 

Licheche quality 

• Widely used in carpentry and wooden tools making. Origins from Beni (Nord-Kivu) and Bunyakiri, 

Hombo (Sud-Kivu). Sold in 415x15x9 cm beam or 400x40-35x5-4cm plank « panneau » - both worth 

$28 – 32 per unit. 

“Bois de coffrage “ quality (Greveria, Mutiku, Muhazi, Musave) 

• 360-420x35-40x2-5cm plank « panneau » - from Pinga (Walikale), Lubero territory and Rutshuru terri-

tory was sold at $12. A plank weighs 22 kilos.   

__________________ 

246 $1 = 2700 Congolese francs as of 28 March 2024.  
247 Ibid.  
248 Interviews with wholesale plank retailers in Goma, Ministry of Environment, civil society actors and researchers.  
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“Bois local” quality (generally eucalyptus) 

• 340-360x18-20x4/6cm, is the most widely used for housesframes. They were logged everywhere in 

Masisi, Rutshuru and Nyiragongo territories and, in particular, in Kisharo and Nyamilima in the Bwisha 

chefferie of Rutshuru territory, Kibumba in Bukumu chafferie of Nyiragongo territory and Kalembe 

berween Wanianga (Walikale) and Bwito (Masisi) chefferies. A beam weighs 28 kilos and was sold 

between $7.5 and 12. 

 

Legal and illegal taxes paid on the Lubero-Goma axis for which receipts were issued: 

 

 

 
 

Documents received from a transporter at “Chez Modé” wholesale plank market in Goma 
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Transcription by the Group of the different taxes  
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Annex 76 (para. 125)  

 

Net forest loss in Petit Nord 

 

Perte nette de forêt dans le Petit Nord 

 

Data from DRC Ministry of Environment, the Congolese Institute for Nature Conservation (ICCN) and the non-govern-

mental organization Global Forest Watch, as well as change detection from Sentinel 2 satellite imagery, concur in showing 

that since 2020 and the resumption of M23 activity in the area, deforestation in Nyiragongo and Rutshuru territories has 

reached unprecedented levels. 

 

Deforestation clusters in Nyiragongo territory in March 2024 (below): 

 

 

Source: Global Forest Watch and Copernicus. Map annotated by the Group 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance 

by the United Nations. 
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Deforestation clusters in Rutshuru territory in March 2024 (below): 

 

 

Source: Global Forest Watch and Copernicus. Map annotated by the Group 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance 

by the United Nations. 

 

Deforestation in the Virunga National Park in March 2024 (below): 

 
 

Source: Global Forest Watch and Copernicus. Map annotated by the Group 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance 
by the United Nations. 
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Annex 77 (para. 128) 

 

Receipts of illegal taxes levied by M23 on trucks transporting wooden planks 

 

Recettes des taxes illégales prélevées par le M23 sur les camions transportant des planches de 

bois 

 

The proofs of payment issued by M23, seen by the Group (see pictures below), were from receipt books printed 

in English, a kind not found in the DRC, and rubber stamped with the mention in French “Department of Finance”. 

To protect the sources, the exact details (serial number, date, plate number of the taxed truck) were redacted by 

the Group. Original documents are on file with the Secretariat.  

 

The serial number observed by the Group on a proof of payment delivered by M23 in early March 2024 was 

smaller than one from a similar proof delivered in September 2023, thus suggesting that serial numbers were 

periodically reset. 
 

Trucks coming from Lubero were taxed in Kitchanga, while those logging within the Viruga National Park were 

usually taxed in Kirolirwe, which also served as control point for M23 to check that the tax had been paid in 

Kitchanga. 

 

14 tons “ten wheels” trucks were taxed between $700 and 800. 

 

 

Receipts from 2023 and 2024 taxed Fuso trucks 
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Annex 78 (para. 131) 

 

Receipts of illegal taxes levied by the Wazalendo armed groups 

 

Recettes des taxes illégales prélevées par le Wazalendo armed groups 
 

The various armed groups comprising the Wazalendo coalition imposed illegal taxation on road users in the areas 

they controlled. The Group obtained several proofs of payment of illegal taxes levied on pedestrians and motor-

bikes at roadblocks in Rutshuru and Masisi territories by the different Wazalendo armed groups, notably by 
CMC/FDP in Kitshanga, by FPP/AP “Etat major” in Mbwavinwa, by Front Populaire pour la Libération du Congo 

(FPLC) in Binza, and by the “Jeunesse patriote”.249  

 

Notwithstanding the proofs of payment shown below, the Wazalendo did not deliver “jetons” or proofs of payment 

to truck drivers for the illegal taxes levied on planks. 

 

 

"Jeunesse patriote" proof of payment (below): 

 

 

“Jeton” (proof of payment) received from a taxed moto driver 

  

__________________ 

249 Some self-proclaimed Wazalendo youth that mostly tax road users.  
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FPLC proof of payment in Binza, Rutshuru territory (below): 

 

 
“Jeton” (proof of payment) received from a taxed moto driver 

 
FFP/AP proof of payment (below): 

 

 
 

“Jeton” (proof of payment) received from a taxed moto driver 
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CMC/FDP proof of payment in Kitshanga, Walikale territory (below): 

 

 

“Jeton” (proof of payment) received from a taxed transporter 
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Annex 79 (para. 133) 

 

Illegal logging in FDLR/FOCA controlled areas 

 

Abattage illégal dans les zones contrôlées par les FDLR/FOCA 
 

 

In areas under FDLR/FOCA control, an average of 55 young and 12 mature eucalyptus trees were felled every 
week250. This corresponded to 680 planks of shuttering wood, worth $6,500, and 535 planks of ordinary wood, 

worth $15,000, at wholesale prices in Goma per week, or up to $1,118,000 per year.   

 

In particular, in areas under the control of FRLD/FOCA, young eucalyptus from the outskirts of VNP that can 

yield 10 to 15 planks, and which usually sold in wholesale markets in Goma as “bois local” (ordinary wood) 

quality between $7.5 and $12 each, were now sold at $50. 

 

Older, bigger trees from within the VNP that can yield 40 to 50 planks, sold as “bois de coffrage” (shuttering 

wood) or Licheche quality and usually priced between $12 and 28 per plank, were now valued $200 or more251.  

 

Another factor which influenced the price of a tree was the distance from, or ease of transport to, a main road, 

with a tree closer to a transport route being sold at a higher price than the same yielding one located in a less 
accessible area which requires logs to be manually transported up to the point where they can be loaded onto 

trucks252. 

__________________ 

250 55 trees * $50 + 12 trees * $200  = $2750 + 2400 = $5,150  per week.  
251 Civil society in Nyiragongo territory, Ministry of Environment, researchers and UN sources.  
252 Ibid. 
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Annex 80 (para. 137) 

 

Illegal taxes paid by road users at OPRP check point in Kanyaruchinya 

 

Taxes illégales payées par les usagers de la route au poste de contrôle OPRP à Kanyaruchi-

nya 

 

Truck drivers informed the Group that transit between plank-producing areas in Beni and Goma via the national 

road 2 (RN2) along the Kanyabayonga-Kiwandja-Kibumba-Goma road required 350 litres of fuel, in comparison 

with 850 litrws needed to cover the only authorized route through Lubero – Kibirizi – Nyanzale – Mweso – 

Kitchanga – Sake – Goma. This was cited among the reasons why trucks continued to transit through Kanyaruch-

inya despite the 24 May 2022 ban.253 

 

State agents that manned a checkpoint known as “OPRP” in Kanyaruchinya belonged to the general tax agency 

of the North Kivu Province (DGR-NK), ANR, FARDC, Police Frontière, the national forestry fund (FFN) and 

Chefferie. The bulk of the illegal taxation was paid to the DGR-NK, while the FARDC received a share of $10 to 

$20.  
 

State agents did not deliver proofs of payment to truck drivers for the illegal taxes levied. 

__________________ 

253 Transit at OPRP check point was still authorized only until 6.00PM for vehicles and 10.00PM for pedestrians.  
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Annex 81 (para. 140) 

 

Incident records from mining pits belonging to Shamamba in Rubaya and evidence of continued exploi-

tation and control of mines by PARECO-FF 

 

Rapports d'incidents dans les mines appartenant à Shamamba à Rubaya et des preuves de la poursuite 

de l'exploitation et du contrôle des mines par le PARECO-FF 
 

 

(1) The Group received reports from medical sources and miners in Rubaya of incidents at mining pits in Rubaya. 

Multiple sources confirmed that these sites operated under the control of PARECO-FF’s “president” 

Shamamba. 

 

a. Medical report from an incident on D4 Gakombe mining site, inside PE-4731 

 

Excerpt reproduced from the original document, in French [see below for English translation]. “xx” 

indicates information omitted to protect the person’s identity. 

 
Original text in French: 

 

« [Nom XX] 18 ans, creuseur, provenance de bunje/lumbishi Sud Kivu adresse actuelle [xx], chef de 

puits [nom xx] ce lundi le xx/xx/2024 vers 10h15 suis blessé au niveau de la tête par un coup de pierre 

qui aurait tombé sur lui dans une fosse minière dans le site minier de D4 Gakombe dans le chantier 

Hazarani à 50m de profondeur ce victime est hospitalisé au poste de santé de Kalambairo, numéro de 

téléphone de l’infirmier [nom xx], numéro de téléphone de chef de puits [nom xx]  [numero xx] »  

 

English translation:  

 

“[XX] 18 years old, digger, from bunje/lumbishi South Kivu current address [xx], pit manager [xx], this 
Monday xx/xx/2024 around 10:15 am injured in the head by a blow of stone which would have fallen 

on him in a mining pit in the mining site of D4 Gakombe in the Hazarani site at 50m depth this victim 

is hospitalized at the health post of Kalambairo, nurse's telephone number [xx], pit manager [xx]'s tele-

phone number [xx]”  

 

Photographs of the miner and the injuries he sustained are on file with the Secretariat. 

 

b. Text message from a miner in Rubaya on an incident in D2 Bibatama mining site, inside PE-

4731 

 

Below is the redacted version of a text message sent to the Group by a source in Rubaya, which relates 

a deadly landslide that occurred on 14 February 2024 in D2 Bibatama mining site at PE/4731 in Rubaya. 
The source specified that the site was under PARECO control.  

 

Original text in French : 

 

BJR PAPA ........CE MERCREDI LE14/2/2024 VERS 13H DANS LE SITE MINIER DE D2 

BIBATAMA UN EBOULEMENT A ENSEVELI PLUSIEUR CREUSEURS ET DES FEMMES QUI 

VENDENT DE LA NOURITURE ET CHERCHE DES PIERRES PRECIEUX PARMI LES 

VICTIMES IL YA JEAN DE DIEU ****** 22ANS SA FEMME ELISEE ****** LAISSE 1ENFANT, 

GULAINE ***** 24ANS SA FEMME ASIFIWE ***** LAISSE 1ENFANT DE 2SEMAINES, LES 

SURVIVANTS IL YA ***** JUMA, ***** EDOUARD, JEAN DE DIEU ******, MANI ****** 

 
English translation:  

 

Morning Papa ........This Wednesday 4/2/2024 around 13H in the D2 BIBATAMA mining site a landslide 

buried several diggers and women who sold food and sought after precious stones. Among the victims 
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there is Jean de Dieu ****** 22 years old his wife Elisée ****** is survived by a son, Gulaine ****** 

24 years old her wife Asifiwe ***** leave a 2-week baby, among the survivors there are ****** Juma, 

****** Edouard, Jean de Dieu ******, Mani ******* 
 

(2) The Group obtained proofs of payment of taxes imposed by PARECO-FF and APCLS in Rubaya. Rubaya 

dwellers and miners shared evidence with the Group of taxes levied by PARECO-FF on both sites, PE4731 

and PE76, such as a monthly fee referred to as a contribution to community development in mining areas, 

amounting to $10 per month. 

 

a. Contribution to community development in mining areas, levied in Nyagisenyi, inside PE-76 

by PARECO-FF: 

 

 
 

Proofs of payment (“jeton”) received from a miner in Nyagisenyi at PE-76 in Rubaya 
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b. Capitation tax "Lala salama" (“sleep peacefully”) – PARECO-FF: 

 

 
 

Proof of payment (jeton) received from a Rubaya dweller 

 

c. Issued and blank receipt for the taxation of motorbikes issued by APCLS and PARECO-FF: 

 

3  

Proofs of payment (jetons) provided by users of the roads between Rubaya and Mushaki 
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Annex 82 (para. 141) 

 

Communiqué on the suspension of ITSCI Program in all of Masisi territory 

 

Communiqué d’ITSCI Suspension du Programme ITSCI dans le territoire de Masisi 

 

Below is the reproduction of the text of the ITSCI communiqué, which is available to consult online at 

https://www.itsci.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Public-statement_ITSCI-suspended-in-Masisi_Dec-

2023_final.pdf 

 

  

https://www.itsci.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Public-statement_ITSCI-suspended-in-Masisi_Dec-2023_final.pdf
https://www.itsci.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Public-statement_ITSCI-suspended-in-Masisi_Dec-2023_final.pdf
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Annex 83 (para. 141) 

 

Screenshots from videos showing mineral smuggling from Rubaya 

 

Captures d'écran de vidéos montrant la contrebande de minerais à partir de Rubaya 
 

This video was shot in December 2023, after the suspension of mineral-tagging operations in Masisi. It shows 

some 60 motorbikes loaded with minerals from Rubaya transporting them to Mushaki. The Group authenticated 

this video through testimony and analysis from Rubaya dwellers, miners and traders, civil society actors in Masisi 

and UN sources. 

 

 

Selected screenshots from a December 2023 video received from civil society sources 
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Annex 84 (para. 142) 

 

Communiqué by PARECO-FF against mineral trading from Rubaya 

 

Communiqué de PARECO-FF contre le commerce des minerais de Rubaya 
 

Shamamba Barigaruye Enoch was a former employee of mining cooperative COOPERAMMA,254 who owns 

several mining pits in Rubaya, and led mineral exploitation in the area since the occupation of Rubaya by the 

PARECO FF armed group (see S/2021/560, para.62). 

 

Several sources reported to the Group that since the beginning of the M23 crisis, individuals close to 

COOPERAMMA, led by Shamamba and MP Justin Ndaishimiye (S/2021/560, para.64) incited young people, 

including miners, to join the Nyatura armed group to fight against the M23 (S/2023/990, para 70 and annex 43).  

  

__________________ 

254 Coopérative des Exploitants Artisanaux Miniers de Masisi. In a few instances in previous reports by the Group, and more 

frequently in literature, COOPERAMMA is misspelled as COOPERAMA.  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/113/46/pdf/n2111346.pdf?token=TzRiQ62RqU8fU6u0xn&fe=true
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n21/113/46/pdf/n2111346.pdf?token=TzRiQ62RqU8fU6u0xn&fe=true
http://www.undocs.org/en/s/2023/990
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PARECO-FF communiqué 
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Annex 85 (para. 145) 

 

Communication dated 5 April 2024 on the resumption of mineral trade from Rubaya to Goma via Mi-

nova and Lake Kivu 

 

Communication du 5 avril 2024 relative à la reprise du commerce des minerais de Rubaya à Goma via 

Minova et le Lac Kivu 
 

 

Document obtained from confidential source 
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Annex 86 (para. 146) 

 

Production data from selected sites in Masisi that show inconsistency of tagged production 

 

Données de production provenant de sites sélectionnés dans le Masisi qui montrent une incohérence 

de la production étiquetée 
 

Mining sites under the Congo Fair Mining (CFM) PE-76 concessions and the artisanal exploitation zone (ZEA) 

in Rubaya are covered by the tagging of origin and supply chain integrity system provided by the ITSCI program. 

Sites in the PE-4731 (which belonged to SMB until cancelled in August 2023) were also monitored under the 

ITSCI program until December 2018. 
 

The Group had informed ITSCI multiple times about doubts on the tagged mineral production originating from 

these sites, since the levels of tagged production appeared consistently too high compared with the observed levels 

of activity at these sites (S/2022/479, paras 78 to 80 and annexes 44 and 45; S/2021/560, paras 59 to 70 and 

annexes 41 to 49; S/2020/1283, paras. 42-44; S/2020/482, paras. 102-107; S/2019/469, paras. 149-164).  

 

By contrast, ITSCI maintained that the volumes tagged were within the limits of each site’s expected production, 

assessed periodically by the teams supporting the implementation of the ITSCI program in the field. The follow-

ing are discrepancies between level of activity and tagged production: 

 

During the period under review, the Group analysed production data from all the sites in Rubaya area, which 

showed monthly fluctuations compatible with cross-concession smuggling reported. In particular, the site of 
Mushuawu (also spelled Mushwau), located in the ZEA outside both PE-4731 and PE-76, recorded positive var-

iation in production volumes of 7,727.95 percent since the first recorded production in April 2022. In particular, 

Mushuawu recorded a monthly production increase of 6,956 percent in February 2023, in conjunction with the 

suspension of activity at SMB sites at PE4731. Such ample variations in monthly production should have raised 

ITSCI’s awareness.  

 

Production at the site of Mushuawu increased from 174 to 4,099 kilogrammes between May and July 2022, before 

dropping to almost zero in December 2022 and January 2023, and finally peaking at 3,528 Kg (a 6,956 percent 

increase) the following month (February 2023), in conjunction with the suspension of activities at SMB, peaking 

well above five tons in June and July 2023, to then drop to 378 Kg (minus 93.54%) in August 2023. The magnitude 

of these variations is beyond geological explanation and suggests that minerals of different origins, and likely not 
eligible for trade, were brought to Mushuawu to be tagged as originating from there and then sold. This should 

have raised ITSCI’s awareness.   

 

The Group also observed that the production tagged under the ITSCI programme at the sites within the PE-76, 

notably Nyagisenyi, Mutanga 1, Mululu, Mayi Vuno and Bihula was approximately five times higher than what 

could realistically be expected, considering the observed level of activity in those sites during the period under 

review.  The same discrepancies between level of activity and tagged production have been observed on sites 

outside of the CFM concession, and notably Mutanga 2, Biholo, Bitonga, Lutso, Kasholero and, as detailed above, 

Mushawu. There, the tagged production was well over ten times higher than the production estimated in accord-

ance with the observed activity levels.  

 
In its April 2024 reply to the Group’s inquiries, ITSCI rejected these findings, claiming that the production levels 

in all the above-mentioned sites were plausible. 

http://www.undocs.org/en/s/2022/479
http://www.undocs.org/en/s/2021/560
http://www.undocs.org/en/s/2020/1283
http://www.undocs.org/en/s/2020/482
http://www.undocs.org/en/s/2019/469
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Annex 87 (para. 148) 

 

Responsible Minerals Initiative (RMI) statements 

 

Communiqués du RMI 

 
On several occasions, from 18 December 2023 onwards, RMI recalled the obligation to enforce supply chain due 

diligence to its members in order to qualify for RMI’s Responsible Minerals Assurance Process (RMAP). RMI 

also widely informed its members of the suspension of ITSCI recognition for the purpose of meeting RMAP 

standards, and that it was ready to support its members with technical actions needed to enforce their due dili-

gence. 
 

To assist upstream industry in meeting the challenges of the suspension of tagging of minerals from Masisi and 

RMI suspension of ITSCI’s recognition, RMI organized a workshop in Goma from 12 to 14 March 2024 to sen-

sitize the exporters (entités de traitement) on the need and techniques to enforce their own due diligence. 

 

On 18 December 2023, RMI issued a press release to its members reminding them that solely declaring adherence 

to ITSCI would not be deemed sufficient to qualify for the RMAP. RMI affirmed in the press release that it 

“remains open to constructive engagement with ITSCI and other stakeholders to support due diligence of all 

supply chain actors and responsible sourcing from the African Great Lakes Region”. The full text of the document 

is available to consult on RMI website.  

 

Excerpt from RMI’s communiqué to its members on 7 March 2024 (below): 

  

https://www.responsiblemineralsinitiative.org/news/status-of-itsci-application-for-upstream-recognition-and-support-for-smelter-rmap-participation/
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Document shared with the Group by RMI  
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Annex 88 (para. 149) 

 

Zaïre armed group’s letter of commitment to adhere to the peace process. 

 

Lettre d’engagement du groupe armé Zaïre en faveur du processus de paix 
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Document received from a civil society source 
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Annex 89 (para. 150) 

 

Zaïre armed combatants in a speedboat and pickup vehicle 

 

Des combattants armés de Zaïre avec une barque motorisée et un véhicule pick-up 

 

 

 
Screenshots of videos received by the Group from an armed group source 



 
S/2024/432 

 

24-07709 261/298 

 

Annex 90 (para. 152) 

Ituri-based armed groups rejecting their alleged membership in AFC 

 

Les groupes armés de l’Ituri démentent leur soutien à l’AFC 
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DECLARATION CONJOINTE DE L'ALLIANCE DES FORCES PATRIOTIQUES POUR LA 

DEFENSE DU CONGO PORTANT DENONCIATION DE TENTATIVE DE  MANIPULATION DE 

GROUPES ARMÉS DE L'ITURI 

 

Les membres de l'Alliance des Forces Patriotiques pour la Défense du Congo, A.F.P.D.C, constitué,  de différents 
groupes armés de l'Ituri  dont la FRPI, URDPC-CODECO, FPIC, ZAIRE, MAI-MAI SIMBA-FDDP, URC-FPC, 

MAPI,  réunis à la date ci-dessous en Ituri, pour consolider leur unité dans l'objectif de soutenir les efforts de 

pacification de l'Ituri tel que proné par le chef de l'Etat; 
 

Ayant été surpris de voir circuler sur les réseaux sociaux des textes politiciens reprenant sans consensus les noms 

de certains groupes armés de l'Ituri dont FRPI, ZAIRE et  TCHINI YA KILIMA, pourtant engagés au sein de 
l'A.F.P.D.C, pour promouvoir la Force-Wazalendu-Reserviste de l'Ituri; 

 

Dans le souci majeur de prouver au monde entier sa détermination pout défendre le territoire national congolais  

en union avec la FARDC; 
 

Déclare unanimement ce qui suit: 

 
1. L'Alliance des Forces Patriotiques pour la Défense du Congo, A.F.P.D.C, en sigle met en garde tout politicien 

congolais avide d'argent et de pouvoir qui vise à intoxiquer et surtout à détruire le processus de pacification de 

l'Ituri en cours, en faisant campagne médiatique mensongère et diffamatoire au nom des groupes armés de l'Ituri. 
 

2. Dément farouchement toute implication et toute  participation des groupes armés de l'Ituri composant 

l'A.F.P.D.C, aux alliances traitres conclues à Nairobi entre les M 23 et un nouveau  mouvement politico-militaire  

attribué au leadership de  Corneille NANGA. 
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3. L'A.F.P.D.C réitère son engagement pour la Défense décisive  de l'intégrité territoriale du Congo, en franche 

collaboration avec les Forces Armés de la République Démocratque du Congo, FARDC en sigle, pour faire 

preuve de son adhésion au sein des Forces réservistes Congolaises. 

 
4. L'A.F.P.D.C attend juste voir  la mise en place de l'équipe de la Coordination provinciale des Forces réservistes 

Congolaises en Ituri, pour actualiser son engagement. 

 
Ou le salut de notre RDC ou la mort. 

 

Pour l'A.F.P.D.C 

Le Porte-parole 
 

Documents obtained by the Group from civil society sources 
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Annex 91 (para. 155) 

 

Examples of CODECO-URDPC Attacks  

 

Exemples d’attaques menées par la CODECO-URDPC 

 
Security sources informed the Group that following the arrest in December 2023 of three CODECO-URDPC combatants 

suspected of being involved in arms trafficking in Mona village, Mahagi territory, CODECO-URDPC retaliated by abduct-

ing 20 civilians of the Alur community. Concomitantly, in Kpandroma, Mahagi territory, CODECO-URDPC combatants 

abducted five individuals including two priests and a police officer, obtaining in exchange the immediate release of their 

combatants.255  
   

In addition to kidnappings and retaliatory attacks causing the deaths of dozens of civilians, CODECO-URDPC targeted gold 

mining sites and workers, including in areas under the control of the rival Zaïre armed group. In early January 2024, the 

CODECO-Bon Temple faction attacked the Kombokombo mining site in Bayali Kilo chefferie, in Mongbwalu. During the 

attack, nine mine workers were killed and their gold was looted.256 Between February and March 2024, there were several 

other attacks around mining areas including in Gbado, Mbinza, and Mbijo, Mabendi chefferie. In particular, the attacks in 

Gbado resulted in eight mine workers killed, 12 individuals kidnapped and mine materiel destroyed. A CODECO-URDPC 

group under the command of Lango, gained control over a gold mine in Morgue, Djugu territory and chased away workers 

from Hema community.  

__________________ 

255 FARDC, UN and civil society sources, researchers and combatants.  
256 Ibid  
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Annex 92 (para. 156) 

 

FARDC Spider I and II operations against armed groups  

 

Opérations Spider I et II des FARDC contre les groupes armés 

 

 
In attempts to curb armed violence in Ituri, and in parallel with dialogue and other non-military initiatives, FARDC with the 

support of MONUSCO Force Intervention Brigade (FIB) launched military operations codenamed Spider I and Spider II in 
October 2023 and March 2024, respectively. The Spider I operation resulted in eight killed CODECO combatants and camps 

in Masikini and Mbau mountain destroyed. Spider II operation was still ongoing at time of drafting. 

 

Despite these operations, armed groups remained active across Djugu territory and combatants continued to operate defi-

antly, such as in Masubuko where the 3002nd FARDC regiment was commanded by Colonel Sibambe Willy; in Pimbo, 

Walendu Djatsi sector, where the 3401st regiment was commanded by Colonel Butare Remi; and in Mongwalu where the 

1301st regiment was commanded by Colonel Bahati Nuru. 

 

During a meeting with the Group in Masubuko, the FARDC leadership clarified that FARDC only engaged armed groups, 

in particular CODECO-URDPC, when armed groups attacked FARDC and that it did not have the mandate to initiate attacks 

or disarm armed individuals. 
 

The Group raised this issue with the Governor of Ituri who noted that clear instructions had been issued to target armed 

groups, adding that the Government opted for both military and non-military approaches.  

 

The Group is of the view that in light of logistical problems, shortage of manpower, and dysfunctional FARDC command 

and control, the balance of power in the area remained in favour of armed groups.  
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Annex 93 (para. 159) 

 

CODECO-URDPC attacks on humanitarian vehicles and personnel 

 

Attaques de CODECO-URDPC contre des véhicules et du personnel humanitaires  

 
Several attacks on humanitarian vehicles by CODECO-URDPC occurred during the reporting period, along a stategic road 

often referred to as the “Lidha road” or the “triangle of death”. Lidha is situated in the Bahema Badjere collectivity, at the 

intersection of three roads that connect the Walendu-Tatsi, Walendu-Jatsi and Walendu-Pitsi collectivities.257 It remains the 

only practicable road leading from Rho and Drodro to Bule and is frequently used by the local population, merchants and 

humanitarians. The road was also used for transportation and trade activities to and from Kampala, Uganda. CODECO-
URDPC combatants used the road to move among the three Walendu collectivities, where strategic CODECO-URDPC 

bases are located, notably at Pitso, Jiba, Pimbo, Petro, and Sambuso. CODECO-URDPC frequently ambushed FARDC on 

the road, killing soldiers and looting weapons and ammunition. Passengers, merchants and trucks were also targeted and 

regularly looted.258  

 

On 21 November 2023, CODECO-URPDC combatants attacked a vehicle of the NGO Mercy Corps on the Lidha road. The 

vehicle was marked with the logo and the flag of the organization, clearly indicating its humanitarian status.259 The staff in 

the vehicle were held at gunpoint and robbed of their belongings.260 On 16 December 2023, the vehicle of the humanitarian 

NGO CARITAS was ambushed by the same CODECO-URDPC combatants. They robbed all the belongings of the staff and 

a generator.261 Similarly, a vehicle of the NGO Solidarités International was attacked in similar circumstances along the 

same strech of road. All these NGOs operate in the area serving the tens of thousands of IDPs living in the areas of Drodro 

and Bule, and use the road regularly to travel between the various IDP sites.  
 

On 3 January 2024, a World Food Programme (WFP) truck transporting food items for humanitarian aid was ambushed 

along the same road, looted and set on fire by CODECO-URDPC combatants. 262 

 

These frequent attacks on civilians and humanitarians alike severely impacted movement in the area, including the distribu-

tion of aid, which was already reported to be rare and challenging to organize. The civilians and merchants circulating on 

the road were offered protection by FARDC against CODECO-URDPC attacks in exchange for payment of taxes. Sources 

reported that taxes amounted to minimum 15,000 Congolese francs per motorcycle, and at least $200 US per truck.263  

 

When the Group visited the area in January 2024, it travelled along the Lidha road and observed first-hand the signs of 

roadblocks and prior ambushes, and noted the presence of armed CODECO-URDPC combatants from afar, in the forest.264 
 

Multiple sources reported that commander Chura of CODECO-URDPC265 was in charge in the area of Lidha, leading all 

the attacks along the road.266 Commander Chura reported to the CODECO-URDPC command in Jiba,267 who had authority 

over Chura and his men, including ordering them to move, withdraw troops or disengage from attacks.268 CODECO-URDPC 

leadership denied any involvement in the attacks on humanitarians along this road.269 
  

__________________ 

257 UN, FARDC, intelligence, humanitarian sources, civil society, community leaders, researchers.  
258 Ibid. 
259 UN, FARDC, NGO source.  
260 The stolen goods were subsequently recovered, after the intervention of the Walendu -Djatsi sector leader, who negotiated with 

CODECO-URDPC leaders to return the goods. See https://lesvolcansnews.net/2023/11/23/ituri-des-biens-des-agents-de-mercy-

corps-pilles-pres-de-lidda-par-la-codeco-retrouves-autorite-coutumiere/  
261 UN, FARDC, NGO source.  
262 WFP, UN, FARDC and civil society sources.  
263 Community-based sources, local leaders, civil society, FARDC, UN sources.  
264 FARDC soldiers indicated that those were CODECO-URDPC combatants surveilling the road.  
265 Not to be confused with Zaïre commander Chura, cited in the context of the Lala attack of 12 June 2023 (S/2023/990, paras. 

79 and 81) 
266 FARDC, civil society, community-based and UN sources.  
267 FARDC, intelligence, UN sources.  
268 UN and intelligence sources.  
269 Statement made by Basa Guersom, spokesperson, and Désire Londroma, defence secretary of CODECO -URDPC, during a 

meeting with the Group on 22 January 2024.  

https://lesvolcansnews.net/2023/11/23/ituri-des-biens-des-agents-de-mercy-corps-pilles-pres-de-lidda-par-la-codeco-retrouves-autorite-coutumiere/
https://lesvolcansnews.net/2023/11/23/ituri-des-biens-des-agents-de-mercy-corps-pilles-pres-de-lidda-par-la-codeco-retrouves-autorite-coutumiere/
http://www.undocs.org/s/2023/990
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Annex 94 (para. 159) 

 

Attack on Drodro hospital during the night of 6-7 March 2024  

 

Attaque de l'hôpital de Drodro pendant la nuit de 6-7 mars 2024 

 
During the night of 6 to 7 March 2024, CODECO-URDPC combatants attacked Drodro, including the General Hospital, the 

primary medical facility which serves the extensive IDP population living in the area. Armed assaillants broke into the 

hospital and killed an eldery Hema woman in intensive care who could not be evacuated. She was shot on her hospital bed. 

The rest of the patients and the medical personnel were evacuated to the Rho IDP camp. The attackers looted the hospital 

building, taking mattresses and medical equipment.270  
 

According to witnesses, the hospital was attacked twice in the same day. At first, the assailants entered the hospital but did 

not harm the patients and the medical staff. As fighting continued with FARDC and MONUSCO, who attempted to push 

back the assailants, reinforcements arrived and CODECO-URDPC continued to fight. It is during this second assault that 

CODECO-URDPC killed the elderly lady.271 

 

Eyewitnesses, FARDC and MONUSCO peacekeepers told the Group that they had seen the CODECO-URDPC combatants 

converging on Drodro from several directions, in a coordinated attack. Zaïre combatants also engaged in repelling the at-

tackers. FARDC and MONUSCO engaged in heavy fighting against the attackers. CODECO-URDPC reinforcements ar-

rived the morning after the attack to retrieve bodies of fallen combatants.272   

 

The attack had a profound impact on thousands of civilians around Drodro and in IDP sites and disrupted the provision of 
humanitarian assistance. Thousands fled to the Rho IDP camp, which was already massively overpopulated and struggling 

to ensure basic needs for the over 60,000 IDPs.  

 

The hospital resumed its activities one week following the attack, after the provincial government donated mattrasses and 

reinforced FARDC personnel to secure it.273 Immediately following the attack, at least six humanitarian NGOs temporarily 

withdrew from the area or restricted their activities due to threats and risk to their personnel. Only one NGO remained, albeit 

with reduced personnel and serious restrictions to its activities. Doctors Without Borders (MSF) remained present in the 

area but suspended its activities at the General Hospital, relocating most of its medical operations away from Drodro.274 

According to humanitarian sources, the humanitarian and security implications of this attack have been immesurable, leav-

ing civilians without medical care.275  

__________________ 

270 Confidential sources, including medical staff, local community -based sources, civil society, UN and intelligence sources. 
271 Confidential sources, including medical staff.  
272 Confidential sources, humanitarian sources, FARDC and UN sources.  
273 Humanitarian sources.  
274 Humanitarian sources.  
275 https://www.msf.org/democratic-republic-congo-msf-calls-protection-patients-medical-facilities-and-civilians 

https://www.msf.org/democratic-republic-congo-msf-calls-protection-patients-medical-facilities-and-civilians
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Annex 95 (para.160) 

 

Kidnapping and killing of civilians at Tali  

 

Enlèvement et assassinat des civils à Tali 
 

Clashes between CODECO-URDPC and Zaïre combatants increased in early February 2024, notably in eastern Djugu ter-

ritory, in areas along the shores of Lake Albert,276 where the two armed groups have been fighting over areas of influence 

(see S/2023/431, para. 128 and annex 69).  

 

Between 11 and 16 February 2024, the two armed groups clashed around Kafé and Mbogi, 277  when Zaïre attacked 

CODECO-URDPC to dislodge them from the area. At least five CODECO-URDPC combatants were killed.278 In a spirit of 

vengeance consistent with their modus operandi (S/2023/431, paras. 125 and 127, and annex 69), CODECO-URDPC com-

batants based in Tali village279 kidnapped at least 25 civilians at one of the roadblocks they had erected along the road 
passing through the village.  

 

The abductees were held hostage for a short period of time at a nearby location. Several abductees managed to escape and 

alerted MONUSCO and the authorities. According to the testimony of a survivor, the abductees were ordered to undress and 

to gather around a large, several meters deep pit. Thereafter several were thrown into the pit and buried alive.280  

 

MONUSCO and FARDC only managed to identify the location the day after the attack, and discovered the bodies of 15 

individuals buried in a pit.281 Videos of the unearthing of the bodies confirms that all 15 victims, including one woman, were 

undressed. Forensic analysis confirmed that most of the victims died of asphyxiation, although several also had wounds 

suggesting that they were either tortured or shot before being buried.282 The victims were Hema, except one from the Nande 

community.283 
 

The CODECO-URDPC combatants responsible for these killings were identified as elements from the 3rd CODECO-

URDPC Brigade, under the general command of Serge Dekana, seconded by a commander known as Dany. Some of these 

elements participated in the fighting at Kafé and Mbogi the previous days and had lost comrades in the fighting. The 

CODECO-URDPC position at Tali already existed prior to the attack, with combatants manning roadblocks and guarding a 

nearby gold mine belonging to a Lendu businessman.284 Several sources confirmed that the attack was premeditated by 

combatants who wanted to seek vengeance against Hema civilians over the killing of their fellow CODECO-URDPC com-

batants.285 The commander in charge of the position at Tali, an individual named Awilo, was cited by multiple sources, 

including FARDC military justice, as having organized the kidnapping of the 25 civilians and execution of the 15 victims.286 

According to an eyewitness, he was also present when FARDC unearthed the bodies. 

 
The incident led to the complete suspension of civilian traffic for days and triggered retaliatory acts by Zaïre and further 

clashes between the two armed groups.287 

__________________ 

276 Notably in the localities of Kafé and Mbogi  
277 Situated in Lossandrema groupement of Bahema Nord collectivity. Also referred to as “Café”. 
278 FARDC, intelligence, civil society and UN sources.  
279 Locality in the Singo groupement of Bahema Nord collectivity, situated along the Bunia - Katoto-Kparanganza -Saliboko axis 

leading to Drodro, largely controlled by CODECO-URDPC combatants. 
280 FARDC, intelligence source, UN and civil society source sources.  
281 FARDC and UN sources, video evidence.  
282 FARDC and intelligence sources. Two victims had visible headwounds and traces of blood were found in the vicinity of the 

burial site.  
283 FARDC, intelligence, UN and civil society sources.  
284 The nearby Kparganza gold mining area was under CODECO-URDPC control. Community-based source, civil society.  
285 FARDC, intelligence and civil society sources  
286 FARDC investigation report consulted by the Group.  
287 FARDC, intelligence, UN and civil society sources.  

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F431&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Kidnapping and killing of 15 civilians at Galay and Andisa  

 

Enlèvement et assassinat de 15 civils à Galay et Andisa 

 

 
Tensions that have been broiling in the Banyali-Kilo sector, in the western part of Djugu territory (see para. 149), escalated 

in early April 2024.  
 

On 6 April 2024, CODECO-URDPC combatants of the Bon Temple faction, coming from Andisa and Mbau-Kodolu in the 

Banyali-Kilo sector,288 attacked Galay village in the early morning.289 According to FARDC and intelligence sources, the 

attackers killed at least 18 persons during the attack, including 15 civilians of whom four women, as well as two Zaïre 

combatants, and a FARDC soldier who succombed from his injuries one day later. During the same attack, the assailants 

kidnapped another 18 civilians who were forced to carry looted goods to the CODECO Bon Temple’s base in Andisa. On 8 

April, news of the killing of 15 hostages was reported, of whom were 12 men, two women and a two-week-old baby. The 

hostages were reportedly burnt alive.290  

 

Andisa and Mbau-Kodolu have been under the command and control of CODECO Bon Temple commander Kadogo over 

the past year.291 Commander Kadogo controlled the southwest part of Banyali-Kilo sector, from where he attacked key Zaïre 
positions in Pluto, Lodjo (headquarters of Zaïre leader Logo Marine), Mbidjo and Galay, in attempts to control the key 

mining areas in the region.292 

__________________ 

288 West of the national road RN17 leading from Bunia to Djugu  
289 Mabilindey groupement, Banyali Kilo sector, approximately 40 km North -West of Mongbwalu.  
290 FARDC, intelligence, civil society and UN sources  
291 FARDC and intelligence sources.  
292 FARDC, intelligence and UN sources.  
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Weekly production on a few mining sites in Djugu territory 

 

Production hebdomadaire sur quelques sites dans le territoire de Djugu  
 

 Mining sites Groupement Weekly production (g) 

Zaire Lyikidha 

Dix sept 

Désert 

Paradiso 

Nokono 

Bianda 

Kopi 

Belgica 
Itendey 

Penge 

Lony mokili 

Dhalo 

Usine 

Shabani 

FM Bogoro 

Budjokpa 

Gayi 

Mabilindey 

Mabilindey 

Mabilindey 

Mabilindey 

Mabilindey 

Mabilindey 

Mabilindey 
Agonema 

Agonema 

Mandje 

Kpandhinga 

Mandje 

Mandje 

Mandje 

Taratibo 

420 

800 

1500 

3500 

1200 

540 

410 

300 
420 

420 

2800 

160 

450 

230 

380 

220 

CODECO Gbado 

Mayolo 

Amena 

Sodu 

Andasia 
Makako 

Kimbangu 

Mondinga 

Banya 

Mayolo 

Amérique 

Brésil 

Kilongozi 

Anyolo Tchulu 

Anyolo Tchulu 

Anyolo Tchulu 

Anyolo Tchulu 
Kabakaba 

Anylo Tchulu 

Anyolo Tchulu 

Anyolo Tchulu 

Anyolo Tchulu 

Anyolo Tchulu 

Mabilindey 

320 

80 

140 

230 

50 
400 

120 

140 

140 

155 

90 

150 

FARDC Beberse 

Makala 

Senzere 

Mulanday 

Kpangba 
Lony mokili 

Usine 

FM Bogoro 

Wazabo 

Wazabo 

Wazabo 

Mabilindey 

Tchibitchibi 
Mandje 

Mandje 

Mandje 

500 

3500 

3200 

920 

2200 
2800 

450 

380 

 
Table prepared by the Group based on information collected during its investigations 
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Selection of correspondence relating to the involvement of FARDC in mining activities 

 

Exemples de courriers sur l’implication des FARDC dans les activités minières 
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Documents received from confidential sources 
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Annex 99 (para. 176) 

 

Return of armed groups from North Kivu 

 

Retour des groupes armés du Nord Kivu 

 
 
In late October 2023, several armed groups of northern South Kivu sent combatants to North Kivu, mainly around Sake and 

Bweremena, to fight against M23 and RDF (S/2023/990, paras 86-87 and annex 54). This included several RM and 

MCDPIN factions and Mai-Mai leader “General Kirikicho”. However, in early November 2023 all RM and MCDPIN fac-

tions had returned to South Kivu except for “General Kirikicho”, who remained in North Kivu until he was wounded in 

January 2024.293  

 

RM and MCDPIN leaders explained to the Group that they had not received the expected support by the DRC Government. 

In particular, in mid-2023 in Bukavu, RM was promised support during a meeting with South Kivu authorities, notably the 

Governor, Theo Ngwabidje Kasiand, and the commander of the 33rd military region, General Yav Avul who had encouraged 

RM factions to unite under one command and send troops to North Kivu.  RM leaders admitted having received a few 

weapons and ammunition as well as food, but reported that some of the support they were meant to receive had been diverted 

notably by General Clément Bitangalo, the commander of the FARDC’s 32nd military region in North Kivu. On the other 

hand, several sources reported that RM and MCDPIN had never intended to remain in North Kivu but were pressured to do 

so by DRC authorities, who had given them an ultimatum to send troops to North Kivu in order to be considered as Wazal-

endo and hence avoid forced disarmament.294 Several sources explained that the recent arrest warrants against RM and 

MCPDIN leaders (see para. 177) were a consequence of RM and MCPDIN’s inaction or reluctance to send troop to North 

Kivu.  

 

RM and MCDPIN continued to claim that they would send troops to North Kivu (see para 176) and refused to participate 

in the P-DDRCS in light of the ongoing M23 crisis. RM and MCDPIN leaders also told the Group that there would be 

consequences if they did not promptly receive similar support in weapons and ammunition as the support provided to the 

Wazalendo armed groups in North Kivu. They explained that meanwhile, some of the taxes they imposed on the population, 

including at illegal checkpoints erected on their way back to South Kivu between Sake and Bweremena, served the purpose 

of maintaining themselves.295  

 

Several sources also reported that since their return to South Kivu, MCDPIN and especially RM combatants were more 

violent, increasingly committing human rights abuses and acting as de facto authorities in a number of areas, including the 

exploitation of and trade in natural resources. 296  They were sometimes wearing FARDC uniforms.297  

__________________ 

293 RM and MCDPIN leaders, FARDC, security, intelligence, researchers, civil society and UN sources.  
294 FARDC, security, intelligence and researchers.  
295 At time of drafting, M23 had taken control over that area.  
296 FARDC, security, researchers, civil society and UN sources.  
297 Ibid. 

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Tensions between Burundi and Rwanda 

 

Tensions entre le Burundi et le Rwanda 
 

Since mid-2023 tensions between Burundi and Rwanda have exacerbated. Although rooted in years of complex regional 

dynamics, these more recent tensions have been the consequence of several converging factors, some of which are presented 

below.  

 
Multiple sources interviewed by the Group reported deep political divisions within the Burundian ruling party Conseil 

national pour la défense de la démocratie – Forces de défense de la démocratie (CNDD-FDD) which have had direct 

repercussions on regional dynamics. These political divisions were notably linked to the relations between Burundi and 

Rwanda. Indeed, in order to gain importance within his own party, President Ndayishimiye tried a rapprochement with 

Kigali shortly after his election as President of Burundi in mid-2020. One of his objectives was to obtain the extradition of 

the alleged putschists of 2015 hosted by Rwanda, notably Général Godefroid Niyombare. Although Rwanda had been ame-

nable to the request at first, it suddenly shut it down in the first quarter of 2023. This was considered as a political failure 

and humiliation for President Ndayishimiye. The majority in his party, notably the secretary-general Révérien Ndikuriyo, 

considered that President Ndayishimiye had been outsmarted by Rwanda and started pressuring him to distance himself 

from Rwanda. This impression was further worsened by the resumption of Rwanda’s support to the armed group Red-

Tabara.  

 
President Ndayishimiye thus began getting closer to President Tshisekedi and agreed to send FDNB troops to North Kivu 

to support FARDC in the fight against M23 and RDF (S/2023/990, paras 43-46 and paras 81-87 of the present report). 

Several sources reported that President Ndayishimiye received economic incentives by President Tshisekedi,  for him per-

sonally and for troops to be deployed and economic trade. For example, officials involved in the fight against gold smuggling 

in South Kivu have been instructed not to expose the networks linked to Burundi, in order to preserve the security partnership 

between the two countries.298 The sending of FDNB troops and subsequent recruitment campaigns were however unpopular 

within the CNDD-FDD and the FDNB leadership. Several FNDB soldiers and Imbonerakure also refused to join operations 

in North Kivu.  

 
Tensions between Burundi and Rwanda reached a peak after the refusal by President Kagame to intervene for the liberation 

of FDNB soldiers taken hostage by M23 in November 2023 (see para 85) as well as after the Red-Tabara attack in Vugizo 

in December 2023 (see para. 180). Shortly after, President Ndayishimiye unilaterally decided to close land borders with 

Rwanda, which was also not unanimously approved within his own party. The closing of the borders had a significant 

impact on economic activities, including for DRC nationals who used to pass through Rwanda to enter in Burundi around 

the Ruzizi plain.  

__________________ 

298 Confidential and security sources 

https://www.undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=s%2F2023%2F990&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
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Annex 101 (para. 179) 

 

Rwanda’s offer to support Red-Tabara and parallel initiative 

 
Offre du Rwanda de soutenir Red-Tabara et initiative parallèle 
 
In parallel with the offer of support by Rwanda to Red-Tabara leader Gisiga (Nicolas Niyukuri) in exchange for Red-Tabara 

combatants joining M23 (para 179), Rwanda encouraged Gisiga to surrender to Burundi in early 2023, along with other of 

his combatants.299 Rwandan intelligence services facilitated the negotiations with Burundian intelligence services through 

several intermediaries, including Mai-Mai commander Demayi who was close to FDNB,300 an individual called Madame 

Dorcas Ndausso,301 and the UN Special Envoy for the Great Lakes region. During the negotiations, over 200 Red-Tabara 

and possibly FNL combatants were identified for demobilization.302 However, shortly after, the initiative failed.  

 

Several sources stated that the initiative was meant to fail, as it was a manipulation by Rwandan intelligence services to 

distract Burundi from its rapprochement with DRC. Some sources also attributed the failure of this initiative to the growing 

tensions between Rwanda and Burundi, while others, including Alexis Sinduhije, explained that the Red-Tabara leadership 

had rejected the demobilisation initiative as well as the original offer of support by Rwanda in exchange for Gisiga and his 

combatants to join M23. Red-Tabara leadership thus arrested and summarily tried Gisiga303 as well as a dozen Red-Tabara 

officers, including the Red-Tabara spokesperson, Patrick Nahimana. At their trial, Gisiga and Révérien, Red-Tabara’s of-

ficer in charge of logistics, were both sentenced to death and executed in May 2023.304  

__________________ 

299 Alexis Sinduhije, intelligence, researchers, diplomatic and UN sources. Rwanda however denied any involvement in such 

initiative in a letter to the Group in April 2024.  
300 Demayi used to be in charge of logistics in MM Buhirwa and as such facilitated FDNB infiltrations in DRC in the Ruzizi plain 

(S/2022/479, para. 74).  
301 Former combatant during the Second Congo war, she remained close to armed groups, particularly from the Bafuliiru 

community.  
302 Alexis Sinduhije, intelligence, researchers, diplomatic and UN sources.  
303 Alexis Sinduhije, intelligence, researchers, diplomatic and UN sources.  
304 Alexis Sinduhije. 

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n22/338/70/pdf/n2233870.pdf?token=DJoMyYZSmK3o3Y79CZ&fe=true
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Annex 102 (para. 180) 

 

Reactions to Red-Tabara attacks in Burundi  

 

Réactions aux attaques de Red-Tabara au Burundi 
 

Following the Vugizo attack in December 2023, the Burundian government immediately condemned the attack and accused 

Red-Tabara of killing 20 civilians, including 11 children.305 On 29 December, President Ndayishimiye went further during 

a press conference, denouncing Rwanda’s support of the Vugizo attack and calling on Burundians to support DRC in the 

fight against M23.306 As mentioned in para. 179, while Red-Tabara quickly claimed the attack, it denied any collaboration 

with Rwanda or M23, and accused Burundian soldiers of being responsible for the killings, calling for an independent 

investigation.307  

 

Several sources, including one with access to eyewitnesses testimonies, also stated that Red-Tabara had only attacked the 

military position at the entrance of the village, fleeing shortly afterwards, and that it was the FDNB together with Imbon-

erakure who had killed the civilians.308 Other sources claimed that the Burundian authorities purposefully arrived almost an 

hour later at the scene of the incident to use this attack as an excuse to escalate tensions with Rwanda and further justify 

their involvement in fighting M23 and RDF in the DRC.309 A few days later, Rwanda rejected Burundi’s accusations.310 

Both countries continued blaming each other in a series of communiqués and press conferences between January and March 

2024.  

 

During a meeting with the Group, Sinduhije warned that Red-Tabara attacks in Burundi would increase as Red-Tabara had 

recruited new combatants and was receiving additional financial support from the diaspora. He also explained that the 

current tensions between Burundi and Rwanda had offered Red-Tabara an opportunity to conduct attacks in order to force 

Burundi to change its strategy towards the armed group. Similarly, multiple sources considered that the Government of 

Rwanda had an interest in reactivating Red-Tabara’s threat, in order to provide a distraction for FDNB operations in North 

Kivu.  

__________________ 

305 https://twitter.com/NtareHouse/status/1738612276284756360 . 
306 https://www.facebook.com/PresidenceBurundi/videos/7530037490360256/ . 
307 https://twitter.com/Red_Tabara/status/1738543742544412921. 
308 Researchers, civil society and UN sources.  
309 Researchers, security, diplomatic and UN sources.  
310 https://www.gov.rw/blog-detail/no-truth-whatsoever-in-burundian-presidents-allegation-referring-to-rwanda  

https://twitter.com/NtareHouse/status/1738612276284756360
https://www.facebook.com/PresidenceBurundi/videos/7530037490360256/
https://twitter.com/Red_Tabara/status/1738543742544412921
https://www.gov.rw/blog-detail/no-truth-whatsoever-in-burundian-presidents-allegation-referring-to-rwanda
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Annex 103 (para. 181) 
 

Troop reinforcements along the borders of Rwanda, Burundi and DRC 

 

Renforcement des troupes le long des frontières du Rwanda, du Burundi et de la RDC 

 
 
Following the unilateral closing of the borders between Burundi and Rwanda, both countries intensified the reinforcement 

of their troops along their mutual borders and with DRC’s South Kivu borders. In a letter to the Group, Rwanda acknowl-

edged “any RDF deployment is guided by the need to counter the threats to Rwanda’s territorial integrity. Following the 

plan and public announcements by the Presidents of DRC and Burundi to support regime change in Rwanda, the Govern-

ment of Rwanda has taken appropriate defensive measures”.  

 

The RDF deployment at DRC’s borders created nervousness among the DRC security forces, the population and armed 

groups in South Kivu which considered these troop reinforcements as a possible sign of additional infiltrations by Rwanda 

and M23, amidst persistent rumors of the opening of a second front in the area.311  

 

For example, Rwanda regularly sent reinforcement of troops to Nkombo island, just south of DRC’s Ibindja island on Kivu 

Lake, close to Bukavu. This triggered FARDC deployment of troops in the area. 

 

In February 2024, FARDC also jointly deployed with FDNB on Idjwi island.312 More generally, FDNB not only reinforced 

troops at its border with DRC to prevent Red-Tabara attacks, but also intensified joint patrols with FARDC at the borders 

between Burundi and DRC and in some cities such as Baraka. This sometimes led to restrictions of movement of the local 

population and suspension of farming activities.  

 

In northern Burundi, FDNB troops were reportedly mixed with Imbonerakure, particularly in Kirondo province. 

__________________ 

311 Mai-Mai representatives, FARDC, researchers, civil society, local authorities and UN sources.  
312 FARDC, local authorities and UN sources.  
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Annex 104 (para. 182) 

 

Background on Burundi collaboration with CNRD-FLN 

 

Historique de la collaboration entre le Burundi et le CNRD-FLN 

 
 

In the past, CNRD-FLN used Burundi as a safe haven, including for the armed group’s relatives, and as a rear base for 

training and launching attacks against Rwanda.313 During the rapprochement attempt of Burundi with Rwanda in 2022 and 

early 2023, Burundi distanced itself from CNRD-FLN. However, since the renewal of Red-Tabara support by Rwanda and 

the exacerbation of tensions between Burundi and Rwanda, collaboration between Burundi and CNRD-FLN also re-

started.314  

 

In early 2023, Burundi notably used CNRD-FLN to facilitate its operations against Red-Tabara in DRC and to coordinate 

with other Mai-Mai groups. One of the key CNRD-FLN officers was “colonel” Fabien Mukeshimana, alias Kamayi, alias 

Kamari, who was based in Kibira forest with Jeva. In March and April 2024, Mukeshimana, crossed several times into DRC 

to organize meetings with FDNB and local armed groups that Burundi used as proxies or scouts, such as Mai-Mai Makanaki, 

Mai-Mai Kijangala, Mai-Mai Kapapa and Gumino (S/2023/431, para 138).315 Kamari was however arrested in Cibitoke by 

the Burundian authorities in mid-April 2023.316 Despite Rwanda’s requests, Burundi did not transfer Kamari and released 

him shortly after his arrest, which added to the already existing tensions between the two countries. Rwanda confirmed in 

a letter to the Group that Kamari continued “enjoy(ing) the freedom of action and movement in Burundi and lives in Bu-

jumbura, supervising CNRD-FLN activities and serving as a Liaison Officer.”  

__________________ 

313 Researchers, civil society, intelligence, diplomatic and UN sources.  
314 DRC local authorities, researchers, civil society and UN sources.  
315 Mai-Mai leaders, researchers, civil socieyt, intelligence and UN sources.  
316 Although the Burundian authorities denied the arrest and even knowing of Kamari’s existence in a letter to the Group.  

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n23/123/80/pdf/n2312380.pdf?token=v46VonT8nYok5TrZiI&fe=true
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Annex 105 (para. 187) 
 

Example of opportunism of Congolese armed groups based in South Kivu 

 

Example de l’opportunisme des groupes armés congolais basés au Sud Kivu 

 
 

The links between M23, AFC and Rwanda and several Congolese armed groups based in South Kivu demonstrate the 

opportunistic approach of some of these Congolese armed group leaders. Over the years, they have constantly echoed and 

used xenophobic rhetoric against “balkanization” and foreign infiltrations, in particular against Rwandophones and Tutsis 

(S/2021/560, paras 153-155) and therefore continued clashing with Twirwaneho and attacking the Banyamulenge popula-

tion (see para. 188). However, they were ready to collaborate with their so-called enemies as soon as they could gain from 

it.  

 

For example, “General” Ebuela Mtetezi, leader of FDPC whose collaboration with Twirwaneho, Rwanda and AFC were 

reported by multiple sources,317  issued several communiques and appeared over the years in many videos openly attacking 

the Banyamulenge community and Rwanda infiltrations. 

 

As an additional example to the videos linked in the Group’s final report of 2021 (S/2021/560, annexes 99 and 101), Ebuela 

explained in a 2023 propaganda video that largely circulated on social media that he was “going on operations” (i.e., against 

Twirwaneho and the Banyamulenge community) because Makanika “gathered all his Rwandan brothers who call them-

selves Banyamulenge who are those spreading destruction amongst our populations by killing and raping”. This is a com-

mon discourse in South Kivu, inciting hatred, discrimination, hostility and violence, by amalgamating Banyamulenge with 

Rwandans and thus as enemies (S/2022/967, paras. 72-77). 

 

 
Video sent to the Group by several sources  

 

Ironically, in response to a letter of one FDPC’s deputy commanders, Justin Kakobanya (S/2021/560, annex 99) accusing 

Ebuela to collaborate with the M23 “terrorists and aggressors” (see annex 106), Ebuela continued a similar discourse of 

“balkanization” and “Machiavellian plans” referring to M23, Rwanda and Twirwaneho. He also referred to them as the 

“terrorist and genocidal enemy” (see below).  

  

__________________ 

317 Armed group representatives, researchers, intelligence, security, diplomatic and UN sources. In addition, the collaboration of 

several of the collaborators and commanders of his coalition FDPC with M23 and Rwanda was also reported. For example, in 

2022, Samy Bakasane, the then president  of FDPC was arrested in Goma as he was returning from Rwanda where he had held 

meetings with authorities and M23 representatives.  

https://www.undocs.org/en/S/2021/560
https://www.undocs.org/en/S/2021/560
https://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=s/2022/967&Lang=E
https://www.undocs.org/en/S/2021/560
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Document provided to the Group security sources 
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Annex 106 (para. 188) 

 

Examples of Congolese armed groups using accusations of collaboration with M23 to settle internal rival-

ries 

 

Exemples of de groupes armés Congolais utilisant les accusations de collaboration avec le M23 pour régler 

des rivalités internes 
 
In some cases, accusations of links with M23, Rwanda or AFC were used to settle internal rivalries between armed groups 

and within their own ranks.  

 

For example, in February 2024 Kakobanya, one of FDPC’s deputy commanders (and leader of his own group, FDDC), 

denounced the collaboration of Ebuela with M23 and declared the dissolution of the FDPC coalition (see below). While 

multiple sources reported that the accusation was true (see annex 105), some also mentioned that the underlying reason for 

this dispute was related to tensions between Kakobanya and Ebuela regarding the management of gold mines and other 

financial interests, and that this accusation was the most efficient way to cast aside Ebuela.318 FDPC’s spokesperson had 

already mentioned this in a communiqué published in January 2024, stating notably that accusations against Ebuela were 

linked to “jealousy”, and then accused the “detractors” of being themselves allied with “M23, TWIRWANEO-

Gumino/AFC” (see below). In a counter-communiqué of February 2024, Ebuela also claimed that the accusations against 

him were linked to a “tribal and/or community power struggle” (see annex 105). In March 2024, following the reported 

collaboration of Ebuela with M23, FARDC/FNDB planned operations against his headquarters in Kipupu, resulting in 

Ebuela fleeing the area and an important group of his combatants joining other Mai-Mai groups considered as still fighting 

M23.319 

 

Similarly, infighting between FABB leaders broke out early 2024. First, in March 2024, FABB military commander, Ngo-

manzito, suspended FABB president, Naluhogola, for allegedly collaborating with “the invaders” (see communiqué below), 

although Ngomanzito had sent Naluhogola to represent him in Nairobi for the announcement of AFC in December 2023. 

Sources reported that tensions had arisen between the two, following the AFC meeting, as Naluhogola had not shared the 

money he received in Nairobi to seal the collaboration with FABB.320 In addition, shortly after, FABB commander Hassani 

Mbakani Célestin (S/2021/560, para 139) clashed with Ngomanzito as Hassani refused to continue collaborating with Red-

Tabara, and thus with M23 and Rwanda.321 Indeed, since the dislodging of Red-Tabara around Bijombo by FDNB in January 

2023, Red-Tabara and FABB have been closely collaborating, especially for the exploitation of gold mines in Bigaragara 

and Rugezi.322 This collaboration between FABB and Red-Tabara had already created tensions with Yakutumba in Decem-

ber 2023, with which FABB was in alliance too. However, the tensions between Ngomanzito and Hassani were also related 

to a broader power struggle and financial issues, as Ngomanzito had replaced Hassani as FABB military commander in 

2022 and had moved to Hassani’s area of operations around Bigaragara, where he benefitted from most of the revenues of 

the illegal mining, creating tensions between the two individuals.323   

__________________ 

318 Mai-Mai representatives, intelligence, researchers and UN sources.  
319 Mai-Mai representatives, FARDC, intelligence, securi ty, researchers and UN sources.  
320 Mai-Mai representative, researchers, intelligence and security sources.  
321 Mai-Mai representatives, intelligence, security, researchers and UN sources.  
322 Mai-Mai representatives, FARDC, intelligence, security, local author ities, civil society, researchers and UN sources.  
323 Mai representative, researchers and security sources.  

https://www.undocs.org/en/S/2021/560
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Kakobanya communiqué of 21 February 2024 accusing Ebuela of collaborating with M23 

 

 
Document sent to the Group by several sources  
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FDPC’s spokesperson communique of 27 January 2024 defending Ebuela against accusations of col-

laboration with M23 

 

 
 

Document received by the Group from several sources  
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Ngomanzito communiqué of 1 March 2024 accusing Naluhogola of collaborating with M23 

 

 

Document received by the Group from several sources  
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Annex 107 (para. 189) 

 

Clashes between groups over the gold revenue sharing 

 

Affrontements entre les groupes armés pour le partage des revenus générés par l’exploitation de l’or 
 
The Group was informed of clashes between armed groups operating in Fizi territory, most of them essentially motivated 

by disagreements over gold revenue-sharing.324 For example, on 24 August 2023, FABB elements clashed with Mai Mai 

Yakutumba elements around gold mining sites in Nyange. Several sources told the Group that FABB had launched the 

attack to force Mai-Mai Yakutumba's group to leave the area for a few days in order to allow FABB to collect taxes from 

artisanal miners.325  

__________________ 

324 Armed groups leaders and security sources.  
325 Miners, security and confidential sources.  
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Annex 108 (para. 190) 

 

Receipts of illegal taxes levied by Mai Mai Yakutumba 

 

Reçus des taxes illégales prélevées par les Mai Mai Yakutumba  
 

 

 

 

Receipts received from confidential sources 
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Annex 109 (para. 190) 

 

Mission order confirming the presence of Mai Mai Yakutumba on the mining sites Zone and Miba  

 

Ordre de mission confirmant la présence des Mai Mai Yakutumba sur les sites miniers Zone et Miba 
 
The document below, authenticated by the Group, is a pass issued by a leader of Mai Mai Yakutumba  to one of its members 

to allow the latter to move freely between one of the hills where gold is mined in Zone and  Miba, where mineralized ore is 

processed. 

 

 

Document provided to the Group by a confidential source 
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Annex 110 (para. 190)  

 

Illegal taxation by FARDC in Misisi 

 

La taxation illégale par les éléments FARDC à Misisi 
 
FARDC elements stationed in Misisi mining area, Fizi territory, benefitted from revenues collected at a checkpoint between 

Miba and the Katchanga hill. FARDC members charged bicycles carrying mineralized ore (see below), i.e., the equivalent 

of $0.50 per bicycle per crossing. The Group estimates that at least 4,000 bicycles crossed the checkpoint every day, yielding 

at least $2,000 daily. 

 

The image below shows a demonstration on 9 April 2024 of bicycle owners in Misisi area against the illegal taxation 

imposed by FARDC members. 

 

 

 
 

Screenshot of a video received from a confidential source 
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Annex 111 (para. 201) 

 
Codewords used in Shikama Uvira’s financial statements 

 
Mots codés utilisés dans les états financiers de Shikama Uvira 

 

Several sources, including members of different mutual societies (“Shikama”) in the DRC and other countries, community 

members in Minembwe, Uvira, Goma, Bukavu and Kinshasa and FARDC elements provided a converging interpretation 

of the codewords used in documents provided to and reproduced by the Group (see below). The excerpts from the financial 

statements presented below were redacted to preserve the identity of the sources.  

 

The statements used codewords to designate military support activities. For example, the word “ibishimbo”, translated 

“beans”, designates ammunition; “amahuzu”, translated “jobs”, designates military fatigues. The statements also referred 

to “inkoni” (sticks), and “umutekano” (security).326 

 

The statements referred to several military support items and services including ammunition, military fatigues, arms, intel-

ligence missions in the DRC, Rwanda and Burundi, as well as money paid to the FARDC not to attack the Twirwaneho, 

military communications and transport.327 

 

The statements refer to humanitarian aid provided, including seeds, sugar, school and “aid” to population. The Group also 

obtained records of $8,000 sent to obtain the release of four Banyamulenge civilians  abducted by a Mai Mai group.328 

 

Some items referenced in the statements designated activities that were meant for both civilians and combatants, such as 

food and medical treatment. For example, “kuvuza abagway” (treatment for patient), defined medical treatment, although 

without specifying clearly civilian or military destination. Nonetheless, sources informed that health-related aid was mainly 

meant for the Twirwaneho, since wounded civilians were usually already taken care of by international humanitarian or-

ganizations active in the DRC329. Likewise, sources informed that the word “ibitaro / imiti” (hospital and medicines), des-

ignated services intended for use by Twirwaneho combatants.330 

__________________ 

326 Shikama and Gakondo sources, community sources in Minembwe, Uvira, Bukavu, Baraka and Goma.  
327 Ibid. 
328 Ibid. 
329 Shikama Uvira, humanitarian sources and community sources in Minembwe, Uvira, Baraka, Bukavu and Goma.  
330 Community sources in Minembwe, Uvira, Baraka, Bukavu and Goma, and interview with a detained Shikama Uvira member.  
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Information provided in the financial statement covering the period from January to June 2023 (see below):331  

 

IBYAGUZWE AMAFARANGA 

IBYOKURYA $2,087 

IBISHIMBO $4,473 

AMAHUZU $3,213 

IBITAR0/IMITI $11,150 

COMINICATION $1,750 

INKONI $3,500 

UMUTEKANO $4,050 

MISSION ZAKAZI $1,900 

ABATURAGE BAKARERE $2,500 

ISUKARI $6,000 

 
 

 

Information provided in the financial statement covering the period from July to November 2023 (see below):332 

 

 

ICHAGUZWE  MONTANT  

UMUTEKO  $11,345 

IMBUTO KUBAHINZI  $15,124 

KUVUZA ABAGWAYI   $10,200 

AMATA YABANA $6,900 

 

Translation and interpretation of the codewords provided in the two financial statements (see below): 

 

ORIGINAL Translation Purpose 

COMINICATIO

N   

Military communication 

equipment and fees.  

Military 

MISSION ZAKAZI Intelligence missions in 

the DRC, Rwanda and 

Burundi 

Military 

INKONI  Literally “sticks”, defines 

weapons.  

Military 

IBITAR0/IMITI Hospital / Medicines Mixed civilian 

and military 

ABATURAGE 

BAKARERE 

Support to displaced pop-

ulation 

Humanitarian 

IBYOKURYA Food Mixed civilian 

and military 

AMAHUZU Literally “jobs”, defines 

military fatigues, uni-

forms 

Military 

ISUKARI Sugar333 Humanitarian 

UMUTEKANO Money paid to the 

FARDC not to attack the 

Twirwaneho 

Military 

IBISHIMBO Literally “beans”, defines 

ammunitions 

Military 

  

__________________ 

331 The information has been reproduced by the Group in order to protect the sources.  
332 The information has been reproduced by the Group in order to protect the sources.  
333 Sugar has a separate entry from food because of its traditional importance in the Banyamulenge society.  
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ORIGINAL Translation Purpose 

UMUTEKO Similar to Umutekano above Military 

MBUTO KUBAHINZI Food for farmers Mixed civilian 

and military 

KUVUZA 

ABAGWAYI 

Treatment of patients (similar 

to Ibitaro / Imiti above) 

Mixed civilian 

and military 

AMATA 
YABANA 

Infant milk Humanitarian 
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Annex 112 (para. 205) 

 

Extract from the speech of President Paul Kagame 

 

Extrait d’un discours du Président Paul Kagame 
 

During the swearing-in of new Ministers of the Government of Rwanda on 30 November 2022, President Paul Kagame 

made the following statement (see below). The video was last accessed by the Group on 22 April 2024.  

 

 

« Some people come from Congo, whether they smuggle or go through the right channel, they 

bring minerals but most of it goes through here but does not stay here. It goes to Dubai, to 

Brussels, to Tel Aviv … » 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Opf0b_svQl8&t=2632s
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Annex 113 (para. 206)  

 

Operation against gold smuggling in Bukavu 

 
Opération contre la fraude aurifère à Bukavu 

 
On 1 May 2023, the DRC security services arrested several government officials and economic actors in Bukavu on suspi-

cion of gold smuggling or fraud. The Group consulted a confidential document prepared in advance of the operation, which 

identified 30 Indian and DRC nationals. Some worked for the Audisha, Socreat, Namukaya, Kivu Com or Wanainchi comp-

toirs. Others worked for the DRC Customs office, the governor of South Kivu province, or the FARDC.   

 

Several sources reported to the Group that this anti-gold smuggling operation, which was coordinated by the DRC military 

intelligence services based in Kinshasa, was primarily aimed at targeting the comptoirs that facilitated gold smuggling from 

Bukavu to Rwanda.334 

 

On 5 May 2023, the DRC authorities presented 25 individuals to the press and announced that they had seized 4 safes, 15 

computers, 41 telephones, 26 kg of gold, $406,000 in cash and more than 6 million Congolese francs in cash. Five individuals 

(3 Indians and 2 Congolese) who reportedly had been warned in advance of the operation were not arrested.335  

 

On 10 January 2024, the Military Court in Kinshasa convicted all 25 individuals for having violated Law no 22/068 of 22 

December 2022 regarding the fight against money-laundering, the financing of terrorism and the proliferation of weapons 

of mass destruction. According to the DRC military justice, by facilitating gold smuggling to Rwanda, all convicted individ-

uals had also enabled Rwanda to buy weapons for M23. 

 

At the time of drafting, all 25 convicted individuals had appealed the judgement. 

__________________ 

334 Bukavu-based mining administration and intelligence.  
335 Ibid and economic actors.  
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Annex 114 (para. 215)  

 

Risk regarding Primera Gold DRC supply chain in Shabunda 

 

Risque associé à la chaîne d’approvisionnement de Primera Gold DRC à Shabunda 

 
Most of the gold that entered Primera’s supply chain originated from Shabunda territory, South Kivu. Primera DRC reported 

to the Group that between January and March 2024, the company purchased gold from 87 mining sites in total, including 

56 based in Shabunda territory. Some 348.92 kg of this gold came from the mining sites in Shabunda territory and repre-

sented more than half of the total purchase. 

 

The risk of contamination of the chain was exacerbated by the weak presence of DRC state services, in particular the Mining 

Police and SAEMAPE, at production sites in Shabunda territory.  

 

In addition, the system of négociants sending illegal agents, also called rémiseurs, to the sites in Shabunda to purchase gold 
resulted in challenges to trace the exact origin of the purchased gold. Still, this gold purchased in Shabunda territory was 

sold by the négociants to Primera’s buyers.  

 

Primera DRC reported to the Group that it only purchased gold from validated mining sites and from négociants recognized 

by the national mining administration. The company also said that it had 11 local focal points who regularly monitored all 

the risks including the role of rémiseurs associated with its supply chain.  
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Annex 115 (para. 216) 

 

Primera Gold DRC Exports (May 2023 – March 2024) 

 

Exportations de Primera GOLD DRC (mai 2023 - mars 2024) 

 

 
Month and year Export (Kg) 

May 2023 549,08 

June 2023 623,07 

July 2023 574,23 

August 2023 596,7 

September 2023 626,23 

October 2023 545,73 

November 2023 371,37 

December 2023 380,35 

January 2024 248,64 

February 2024 237,15 

March 2024 164,28 

 
Table by the Group based on information provided by Primera 

 
 


