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DXAMINATION OF THE ANNUAL REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE TRUST TiRRITOR

OF THE CAMCROOWNS UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION: NOTE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
DATED 6 MAY 1957 (T/131k) [Rgende item 3¢/ (continued)

Mr, DORSIMVILLE (Haiti) (interpretation from French): The delegation
of Halti has taken considerable interest in the study of the Statute of the

Cowmeroons, which was promulgated in the decree of 16 April 1957, as published
in the Journal. officiel of the French Republic, transmitted to us in
docwaent T/131k,

It is not our intention to discuss the Statute at this advanced hour in
our work, but we should like to state briefly our view, having now become
;cquaintgd with some of the provisions of the Statute. Ve fear that some
of these observations may ve repetitious, as we shall be repeating what we
stated on 5 April during the general debate on the situation ia the Territory.
Ve stated that two things were to be noted which made it possible, in our
view, to consider the evolvement in a serene manner. First, the granting of the
Statute was not accompanied by any choice between the Statute and the ending
of the Trusteeship System. The aspirations of the Cameroonian people made f.
this impossible, Secondly, the assembly which was called upon to study the '
draft of the French Government had been renewed by means of universal suffrage.

We do rregret that an amnesty did not take place which would have made it possible
for a number of citizens to participate in the voting.

e have said, and we repeat it, that the difference in the methods used
by the Administering Authority and the final aims clearly recognized and procleimed
by all the parties which disagree only on the time period by which independence
will be reached, are not negligible factors, As far as we are concerned, we
see reason to have confidence in the political leaders, both on the side of the
Administering Authority and on the side of the Cameroonian people, who have
worked so as to allow the Territory to take a major step forward. The
delegation of Haiti has not Torgotteh even among these latter the members
of the Assembly who voted against the adoption of the Statute, for in their
conscience as free men they felt that the; could and should desire more

end that it should be obtained immediately.
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I know some of those people, and therefore I mey be permitted to say
that my delegation is convinced of their sincerity. They are not sterile
negators. Their part in the debale and their objections even sexrved the causz
of the Cameroons. The road on which the peoples of the Camercons have
embarked is one on which they can never return. One of these leaders, in
speaking before the National Assembly, told his French colleagues that to
grant the claims of the peoples of the Cameroons was not an act of abandon,
because the Cameroons, as a Trust Territory, was not under the sovereignty
of the trusteeshlp powver.

The forcefulness of the Cameroons will also be noted in the way in which
the draft Statute was studied by the Territorial fAssembly. All the amendnents
which were submitted were, of course, not adopted, but we noted the clear
indication of the presence of a distinct personzality of the Territory. The
Trusteeship System was deliberately mainbtained by choice.

I stated earlier that it would be interesting to compare the final text
of the Statute of the Cameroons with the one now in force in Togeland,
which we shall be able to do during the coming months. At the moment we
are eble to say that it does not seem to us that the powers reserved for
the central organs of the French Republic and for the High Commissioner are
so different in the two Territories that in one it is necessary to maintain
for a time international supervision and in the other to desire the suppression
of it in stating that the aim of the Charter is achieved,

I now have some points of detail to mention. The Council knows our
position on the granting of political rights to persons other than
indigenous inhabitants of the Territory. We find the principle of dual
citizenship in the Statute of the Cameroons. This is regrettable, for we
are moving fast towards the independence cf the Territor,. To present a
reasoning ab absurdo: 3 million French citizens might suddenly go to the
Cameroons. What would then happen to this independent Staté.which we hope
to sce some day in the Cameroons?

The Legislative Assembly might be dissolved by the Council of Ministers
of the French Republic, on the advice of the Cameroonian Council ol liinisters.
This seems to us to be a step forward in comparison with the original text

vhich reserved this privilege to the High Commissioner.
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The inmunity of the members of the Legislative Assembly is limited, since

it applies'oniy to their opinions and to their votes within the Assembly.
| As regards the Prime Minister, it 1s said that he is appointed by the

High Commissioner after consultation, but ve wonder with whom., That is not
indicated. ¢

It is also said that the High Commissioner notes by decree the
confirmation of the Prime Minister end the appointment of the ministers
chosen by the latter. Ve do not quite understand vwhat this decree means,
Can the High Commissioner refuse to pronounce officially this confirmation?
The normal procedure would be for the Prime Minister to -appear before the

Assembly with his Cabinet and to request confirmation.
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Here, it seems that the step is personal and that only after he has has been
appointed must he choose his Ministers. The delegation of Haiti has already
expressed its views and its fears in connexiocn with the establishment of the
province of the Northern Camercons and as regards the powers attributed to the
provincial Assembly of the North. We shall limit ourselves to saying here that
nembers of the Territorial Assembly have éxpreSSed similar fears to ours.

In the Statute it is stated that the provincial Asseimbly notes, drafts and
ratifies customs, in particular those concerning the status of persons and
customary rights. This is one of the most objectionable provisions to usy; it will
favour the petrification of customs, for no chenge will be possibdle.

Iy delegation will not dwell on peaxrt IV whichi deals with the office of the
High Commissioner, the exercise of Trusteeship and the services of the French
Republic. We wish however, to stress once again the lucidity with which the:
Cameroonian Councillors have studied the Statute and the mark which they have left
on it.

‘the Territory has become a State which will become independent in due
course. Two observations must be made in this connexion. It is provided that the
seat of the Legislativé Assenmbly and, by implication, of the Camerocnion Government,
will be in the capital of the Trust State; but is it by design or otherwise that
the name of the capital has not been mentioned? On the other hand, we are told
that the High Commissioner resides in the capitel city, vhich is Yaoundé. Is it
by design or otherwise that the expression "chef-lieu" is used here instead of
"Copital”? Ve ask these questions because we have noted the cere with which all
the other articles of the Statute have been drafited and the word "Territory" has
been replaced by the word "State" and so forith.

In accepting, for the duration of the Trusteeship System, the rights attaching
to French citizenship, the Territory has accepted certain obligations in cconnexion
with military service which will help the Camerconians to take over national
defence. It is recognized that the Cameroonians have further received legislative
authority over exclusively Cameroonian affairs.

The provincisl administrator as well as the chefs de circonscriptions and their

assistants are not appointed, as was envisaged in the original text, after
consultation, but alter agreement with the Prime Minister. The High Commissioner

delegates urban and rural police powers to the Prime liinister, who is immediately
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informed of any measures which the High Commissioner considers to be necessary as
a matter ol urgency.
Finally, by means of resclutions, the Legislative Asscmbly mey ask for the
modification of the Statute. I have recalled carlier a comment mede by one of
the national deputies in the Cameroons, Hr. ibida, when he addressed the French
National Assembly. Ve already know in what way this modification will be affected.
The Heitiean delegation will conclude, as it did during the general debate on
5> April, by congratulating the Administering Authority on having paid attention
to the desires of the Camerocnian people and having lefi open the door to the
future. Ve congratulate the Territorial Assembly, which is soon to become the
Legislative Assembly, on having been a lucid interpreter of the immediate
possibilities. Ve congratulate the entire Cemeroonian people on having
courageously maintained their national aspirations. They have but one gecal,. vhich
is to achieve the full independence of the Cameroons end ve nhope that this will
soon be achieved. -
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Lir. K@éﬁg_(China): My delegation heard with much interest the

statement of the representative of Fronce yesterday when he presented the text of
the new Statute for the Camercons under French administration. Ve wish to thank
the French delejation for having complied with the request first wmade by the
representative of Guatemala by nov méking the text of this Statute available to
this Council. 1In all fairness this Council should, as sug;ested by our collezgue
fron Guatemala, hold o brief discussion on the Statute and incorporate the results
of such an examination in the report of this Council to the General Assembly.

Iy delegation will ncw offer some very brief comments on the text of the Statute

N i R s - . . - .
sg s2t out in documens P/131%. My delegaticn; hovever, would have certainly been in
n vetter position to mnke su-: detailed ovservabicns zs tie usv Statute deserves,

had the document been made available to the members of the Council a little earlier.

Tirst of all, wmy delegation fully agrees thei the new Statute represents a
piece of work resulting from very close and cordial relationship between the
people of the Camercons and the French Administering Authority. The new sStatute
reaffirms the desire of the people c¢if the Caweroons o rewsin under tie Trusieeship
Systernn . As the regards the status of the inhabitants of the Territory, it is
cratifying to note that the new Statute has formally established Camerocnian
citizenship.

According to the new Statute,'the Legislative Assenbly to be elected by
direct universal suifrage will have more pcwers as compared with the Territorial
Assembly. It is the belief of my delegation thal to grant powers of a genuinely
lezislative character is not to hold in reserve many cf the matters of importance
and direct interest to the Cameroons.‘ The earlier the Legislative Assembly
acquires & real sense of responsibility the better. It is our belief that with the
extension of legislative powers and the process of evolution or transition of the
Cameroons under lrench administration from its present status of Trusteeship to
self-government or ind%pendence will undoubtedly be accelerated .

On the question of parliamentary immuwity, it is gretifying to note that full
political liberties are now guaranteed to members of the Legislative Assembly under
the new Statute. Iy delegation has certain reservetions on the question of
provincial organization and the immediate creation of a province of the Northern

Camerocns, Ve are not certain of the effect wihich the conferring of a special
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status on e part of the Territory will have on the political evolution of the
Territory as a wvhole,

In the matter of preovineciul administreteors, the appointwent ¢f these
officers should, in our view, be left to the discretion of the central Governument.
It is for this reason that the intervention of the High Commissioner in such
appointments seems to us Qot to be in harmony with the whole spirit underlying the
nev Statute. I would not be frank if I did not say that my delégation has certain
reservations in resﬁect of the rights of Irench citizens as referred to in article &
to which the representative of laiti has just alluded.

Having said all this, my delegation does consider that the new Statute
represents a step forward in the political advancement of the Territory. We are
confident that, while taking this stride in the political reforms in the Territory,
the French Administraticn will continue to exert its efforts of bringing the
rresent Statute into conformity with the tires and espiraticias of the people of
the Cameroons and we believe il is in full anticipation of such an evclution, as

we see it,lthat the new Statute has laid down the provisions set out in article 59.
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Mr, JATPAL (India): As I explained yesterday, my celegation is in scme
difficulty cver offering its final observations cn the new Stztute for the Trust
Territory of the French Camercons. The text of the Statute was presented to us
cnly yesterday and it has to be sent to my Government and stuuied by it, and
thén opinions have to be furmulated., With this express reservation, my
deiegation will now make a few general counnents which are in the nature of
preliminary reactions. .

Bafore looking at the Statute, it is nzcessary for us to remind curselves
of the circumstances that led up to it. In my earlier statement on this Territory,
I think I said that, after the incidents of April and May 1955 and the subsequent
dissolution of certain political parties, there was created in the Territory a
political vacuum,which began to be filled rapidly by the growing national
consciousness of the people in general and of the undissolved political parties
in particular. This national consciousness found expression in the fermulation
of a popular demend for the political c¢bjective of independence. Shortly
thereafter a national front comprising nearly all political parties was formed
and it put forward in very serious terms a demend for national independence
as the ultimate goal of this Territory.

It is perhaps unnecessary for me to refer to this in detall, but we have,
for instance, the statement of the speciel representative that all politicel
parties represented in the Territorial Assembly are agreed on independence as
their ultimate goal, though some would prefer a more rapid progress than . others,
The important thing to bear in mind is that this popular manifestdtion nust
have had an impact on the Administering Authority, and the response of the
Administering Authority is clearly visible in the drafting of the new Statute.

A significant depafture pade Ly the Administering Authority in ccmparison
with the procedures adopted by it in the case of French Togouland is that in the
present case elections were first held to the Territorial Assembly on the basis
of direct universal suffrage, and the Assembly thus elected was then consulted
in regard to the provisions of the new Statute. Ve commend the Administering

Authority for having teken this eésentially democratic step.
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The discussions on the Statute in the Territorial Assembly, as we all know ,
took a serious tuirn, and several amendments were proposed. It is not my intention
at the mcnent to refer to those amdéndments, but I think I should admit readily
that the Administering Authority hes taken them intc account in preparing the
final Statute. I have no doubt that sume of those amendments were accepted by
the Administering Authority in a suitably mcdified monner. S.ome amendments have
obviously not been accepted; but the fact is that, acccrding to the .
representative of I'rance, the final Statute has been approved by the majority of
the Territorial Assembly, vhich is based on full sufirage. Cunsequently, we
agree vith the representative of France that the new Statute is indeed the result
of an agreement between France and the people of this Trust Territory.

Now, to take a loock at the Statute itself in its final form: I may say at
the outset that, though the Statute has been cast. in the general mold of the
Statute for French Togcland, I cannot help feeling that the spirit thnat has
animated the authors of thisStatute is somehww very different, which perheps
explains the refreshingly different final product. For example, the consultations
vhich the Administering Authority heid with the Territorial Assenbly elected by
universal suffrage esre a concrete indication of this new and, if I may say so,
more chaste, if not chastened, epirit. In the result, the final product teo has
been influenced by this spirit. For example, this Trust Territory, unlike Frenph
Togoland, wlll have under the new Statute a Legislative Assembly elected by
direct universal suffrepge, right from the very beginning wi the practical
application of the Statute. _ _

Another importent difference is that in the present case the field of local
sutonomy and the powers transferred to the territurial institutions are very
clearly enumerated and specified in the Statute.

However, the similarities between this new Statute and the Statute for French
Togoland are there and must be taken acccunt of, elthough I might add that
these sinilarities somehow dc not overvhelm one in such a manner as to ubscure
tine virtues of the differences. Ve note that the powers reserved to the French
Fepublic are extensive and we have no doubt that these powers will be progressively

handed over to the territorial authorities.
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For the present we would withhold further comments on Parts I, II and IV of
the new Statute, with the brief explanation that our views on these Parts vere
expressed very fully by lr. Krishna Men-n in the Fourth Committee vhen he
discussed the similar sections in the French T.goland Statute.

With regard to Part III of the Statute, I must confess that we have been
quite impressed by the extent of autonomy, though limited it certainlyis, which
is pruposed to be granted to this Territory. This is undoubtedly an important
step in the direction of the final truteeship objective of independence.

Undoubtedly further measures for the development of the Territcry's
executlve and legislative organe and the extension of their powers will be
necessary from time to time until the ultimate goal 1s attained. It is in this
connexion that I would refer to the erticle in the Statute which provides for
its emendment. We see that the Legislative Assembly may by resolution request
such amendment. Ve should like tu see that the further pulitical evolution of
this Territory is undertaken in accordance with the wishes ¢f the Legislative
Asscrbly 2nd we have no doubt that that will be so, but we would like'to sound
a note cof caution abouvt any hasty ettempt to consult the population by referendum
on the final regime of the Territory. Any premature action in that direction
will be bound to frustrate the normal processes of growth within the Trusteeship
System towards the final trusteeship goal.

After all, for the first time in the Territory, the people have elected their
representatives by direct universal suffrage to e Legislative Agsembly which will
be given a list »f subjects on vhich it will have the sole authority to

legislate.
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Thus, the beginnings of responsible parliomentery democracy will be
established in this Territory. We think that the Territory must be sllowed to
consolidate these beginnings before the population can be consulted on the final
system which it wishes the country to adopt., The need, however, for such
consultation is not at all clear, for there can be no mistake about the
espirations of the people, which have been clearly manifested in the Territorial
Assembly by the people's representatives in the form of a unanimous demend for
independence as the ultinate political goal for the Territory. There are no
major differgnceé of view as was the case in former British Togoland,
necessitating the holding Qf a plebiscite there. In the circumstances of the
Frenéh‘Cameroons, it sééms to us unnecessary evea to think of a referendum at
this stage, for the Statute does provide a basis for the Territory's evolution
towérds indépgndence by the progreséive transfer of powers frowm the Administering
Authofity to the people'!s representatives.

I do not have very much more to say on the new Statute itself. I feel,
however, that I should express our reservations in regard to that part which
deals with provincial orgaﬂization. ’

" We note that, in response to the wish of the majority, e Horthern Province
has been created. Ve observe, also, the limited powers granted to the provincial
essemblies, Ve should like to hope that this trend towards the creation of
provinces will not provide encouragement to the separatist tendencies within the
Territory and will not result, for instance, in the fractionalization of this
country. As it is, the Cameroons is a smell area with a relatively small
population, and it would be a pity to cet in train a development which might have
disintegrating results. We do hope, therefore, that the Administering Authority
vill teke great care to ensure that the national unity of the State 1s preserved,
and we have no doubt that the experience gained by the people!s representatives in
tackling common problems together will bring about a greater feeling fof national
discipline and unity and will help the provinces to subordinate their regional

interests to the need for common national action.
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Another matter on -which we should like to offer some teuntative observations
relates to article 50 of the Statute. We find that -a number of services'in the
Territery are rogarded. as services of the French Republic, and they constltute a
charge on the French budget. DBut at the same time we see that the personnel wlll
receive their instructions.from the Terrluorlal Govexnment 1n regard to matters
which coucern that Government. It is not quite clear to us how this Wlll work, in-
practice on the field. What is important, however, is that the Axricanlzatxon _ '
of the services should be speeded up to keep pace with the pollnlqal evolutioq of
the Territory. h ) ) - '

-Lastly, we should like to pay our warmest tributeu not only to the pe0ple of.
-the Territory for. their achievewent, as represented by the Statute, but also to
the large numbers of French administratbrs_past and present, like Mr. Bargues and
Mr. Deniau, without whose imagination, intelligence and hard work under very
difficult conditions the present achievement would not have been possible. Ve nbte
that this Territory is entering a new phase in trusteeship administration: if T
way sey- 0, & period of apprenticeship with the Administering Authority in |
partnership, actuated by an entirely new and welcowe spirit which we hope w1ll

continue in the best interests of the Territory and its inhabitants.

M. GIDDEN (Unmted KiﬂguOﬁ) I am sure that other deiegationévwili like
my own, have found the study of the final text of the new Statute for the French _
Cameroons to have been both interesting and 1nstructive. The study has been the
more interesting, es the United States representauive p01nted out yesterday, by
reference to the .amendments proposed to the orlglhal text by the Terrltorxal Assembls
and the final version as it has emerged in document 1/151&._ '

Before deallng with certain 901nts of detail upon which my delegatlon has
comments to offer, 1t is necessary I belleve, for us as memoers of the Coun01l
to endeavour to uppralse the effect of the new Statute as & whole, Aftel all _
the methods by which en Administering Authority fulfils the obligations assumed by
it under Article 76 of the Charter and the Trusteeship Agreement are matters"
Jargely for the Administering Authdrity itself., It is the results of the
Administering Authority's actions with which the Council is first and forenost

concerned.
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As my delegation sees it, the situation which will exist in the Territory
contains three essential elements. These ére: first, a Legislative Assembly
empovered to enact laws for the Territory except in certain reserved fields;
secondly, an Asseibly elected by universal adult suffrage and thus properly
representatife of the people; and, thirdly, an executive responsible to the
legislature. It is quite clear that these three ingredients represent a very
advenced stage of self-government indeed. I do not wish on this occasion to
endeavour to assess to what extent;'if any, the Statute falls short of self-
governmeut itself, since there is no reason for us to attempt to do so. There
cen be no doubt; however, that the inauguration of the new Statute brings to the
Territory a completely new political structure for which the Aduinistering Authority
and the repfesentatives of the Territory itself who have helped to elavorate that
structure deserve the Council's weruest comuendation.

From all we heve heard during receat years of this Territory -- as, indeed,
of VWest Africa generally -- it is clear that the people of the Territory have
shown thenmselves wost ready to accept major responsibilitles, and the Council's
main desire will, I am sure, be to express Lo bhe new Government of the Territory
and its pecople, as well as to the Administefing Authority, our earnest wishes for
the successiul exercise of their unew responsibilities,

As I said earlier,lan examination of-thé Statute itself presents considerable
interest. There can be no doubt that the acceptance by the French Government of
the major amendments proposed by the Territoriel Assembly to the original statute
represents a wost couvincing proof of the desire of the former to esteblish the
fOTLfofrégime in the Territory vhich wvas desired by the elected representatives of
the Cameroonian people themselves. Continued benefits are now to accrue to the

Territory from the Fonds d'Investissement pour le Développemeut Ieonomique et

Social, following the request of the Territorial Assewbly, and the Legislative
ministres rather than by the High Commissioner.
There are two small amendnments to the original text which strike my delegation

as being of particular significance.
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It will have been noticed that article 33, dealing with the appointment of the

Cicfs Ge province and erticle Sk, -dealing with the chefs de circonscriptions, ..
state that the persons concerned can ouly be nominated by the Iligh Commissioner =
after the agrecment of the Prime Ministery In the original text, it vas-

consultation only, and not agreement, which was reqiired. .
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Other members vill no doubt have reached the conclusion vhich my delegation
has reached in regard to the elaboration of this final text of the Statute and the
extent to which the Territorial Assembly's wishes have been met.

ith regard to the powvers which under the Statute are still reserved to the
metropolitan Power, these, apart from certain technical services which it is
clearly in the interest of the Territory should at present remain under central
control, consist,in the main, of defence, external affairs, internal security and
the power of veto. 8o long as the Territory is not to be an independent State, it
is difficult to see how any of these functions could be passed into the hands of
the Cameroonian Government.

I do not propose to draw attention to a number of provisions in the Statute
which, in the opinion of my declegation, have been very wisely drawn up. Members
will have observed, for example, the dispositions regarding the alienation of land.
And there gre, of course, other important provisions vhich contain similar specific'
safeguards.

Iy delegation believes that the Council, having been seized of the Territory's
new political reforms, is now under an obligation to appraise the effect of these
new reforms and present its conclusions thereon to the General Assemtly. In these
brief remarks I have endeavoured to bring the assessment which my delegation has

made of the ncw Statute before the members of the Council.

U PAU HTIN (Burma): It will be recalled that during the general

debate on the French Cameroons, on L April 1957, my delegation observed that it
avaited with interest the publication of the text of the new Statute in respect of
the future political development in this Trust Territory. Ue are happy that the
nevw Statute is now available for our study. ‘

Nevertheless, the Council will no doubt appreciate the inadequacy of the
time at the disposal of my delegation and, perhaps in this matter, of other
delegations, in order to have it scrutinized by our respective Governments with a
view to offering clear observations. Ve are dealing with a serious matter, namely
the political future of a Territory, of which this Council, in no less degree than
the Administering Authority, has a speciel function to perform and a special
responsibility to discharge. If any useful contribution is to be made in this
discussion of a highly vital document, I must stress that my delegation will need

more time than what the Council now seems able to provide.
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Iy delecgation wishes to acknowledge the fact that the new Statute ie Gesigned
to make possible the progressive realization of self-government in the Trust
Territory under discussion. - But we cannot, however; dispose of such a vital
document without detailed examination of the objectives and implications inherent -
in It '

-In no far as a new Statute has been bestowad upon the Territory of the French
Cameroons, we welcome the significant reforms embodied therein and regard it merely
as a step tovards the ultimete achievement of self-govermient or ‘independence, a
step vhich can be regarded, and I quote the words used by the representative of
Burma on 4 April, "as a beginning of the transfer of sovereignty”. In such a
situation we féel that the only practical thing to do at this late.hour, it seens,
ig for the Council to take note of the Stotute and transmit it to the General
Assembly as part of its report, as suggested by the representative of India, and
that the actual examination of the Statute should be deferred until the twenty-first

session of the Trusteeship Council.

ilr. MUFTI (Syria) (interpretation from French): Iy delegation did not. - °
yesterday ask for a postponement of the examinetion of document T/1314 so that today
we'might-uﬁdertake a detalled examination of the French Decree llo. 57-501, dated ’
16 Agrii“lQE?, setting forth the Statute of the Cameroons. ' That was not the:
intention of my delegation and I want once agein to emphasize this today so that: -
there nmay be no misapprehension.

- Some delegitions made preliminary statements yesterday on the text of the: -
Jtatute and therefore my delegation felt it necessary to present our views today.:
)f course, these will not constitute elements for a reccmmendati~n as to the
solitical situation in the Territory. There will be no precise directive; there
rould simply be preliminary remarks, for the fdllowing reasons: TFirst, because
the only official document which could serve as a basis for the discussion of the
Jhatute in the Council is document T/131L, submitted by the Secretary-General,

and thig document was not circulated early enough to enoble a detailed
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study of it; secondly, because the document in question does not indicate whether
the text of Decree No. 57=~501, of 16 April 1957, relating to the Statute, was .
published in the Official Journal of the Comeroons. Therefore, this Decree cannot
be considered ac being actually in force in the Trust Territory if the publication
of the Decree in the Official Jourral of the Territory is officially required.
Thirdly, because the present stage of the debates in the Council will not allow for
a lengthy discussion of this text; and fourthly, beczuse most celegations, among
them my own, would prefer to have such a discussion as this put off until a, later
date, because all the elements for Judgement will then be aveilable to them.

Having meds these remarks, I chould nov like, as briefly as possible, to make
the preliminary comments on the, text, which was the object of a statement yesterday
by the representative of France. My delegotion, first of all, would lilte to express
satisfaction at the efforts made by the Fronch delegetion to keep the Council
sufficiently informed of the political events which have recently occurred in the
Territory of the Cameroons. However, ve regret the delay with which the text of
the Statute was officially communicated to the members of the Council, a delay
which, of course, is involuntary and accicdental. ;

With regard to the text of the Statule iiself, my delegation is of the opinion
that if this can be considered as constituting an important step in the evolution of
the Territory towards self-governument or indepsndence, it nevertheless gives rise to
cervain doubts as to the effectiveness of the reforms set forth. These doubts are
due to the large number of powers which are reserved to the Adninistering
Authority; the imprecise distribution of respongibilities between the Government of
the Cgmeroons and the Adminiétering Luthoritys the rights glven to the IFFrench
citizens in the Trust Territory by invoking the principle of reciprocity, which
cannot come into play between two entities which are of equal strength; the creation
of the Province of the North, and, subsequently, the powers recognized for the
Provincial Assembly with regard to the status of pergons and property, powers which
allow that Assenbly to resist any measure tending to adapt the local customs to the
social evolution of the Territory. |
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This will be a mortal blow to the unity of ‘the Territory, and finally to the
powers ;h.r*nlz=d to the High Commissioner in the designaulon of “the Chief
of the Ivorince. ' ' '

Tucss various powers show very clearly that the Adninistering Authority is
not ouly 2atermined to tzcp the Northera Province in a stabe of perticularism, -
but 2Lluo to maintain its ascendancy there.

Tiie doubts which my delegation has with regard to the Statute are based .
finally vpen modification of Article Lk which has become Article 59 and which .
says that cuch 'a modification of the Statute "will be carried out in conformity
with the procedure which governed the establisiment of this Statute", or by
the sole will of the Administering Authority,

Howevef, these doubts do not prevent us from recognizing that the
Administering Authority has to a certain measure avoided committing, in adopting
the Statute of the Cameroons, the errors which it had committed  in French
Togoland. In effect, this cessation of the Trusteeship System was not an-
absolute condition for the implementation of the Statute. - Furthermore, the
Terrltorial Assembly, which was called upon to pronounce judgement on this -
Statute, had been previously renewed so as to make it more representative.
Finally, certain amendments propoged'by the Territorial hssembly were in effect
adopted By the Aﬂmlnlsterlng Authority and 1ncorporated in the text of the Decree
of 16 April 1957. ' o t

These facts obviously constitute encouraging signs which authorize us to
hope for better days in the Territories under French Administration.

These are the few preliminary remarks which my delegation wanted to make
in all haéte; without.prejudging the positicn which it will adopt later whern
the Statute will bé'ﬁhelsubject:of a more thorough and detailed discussion.

 Mr. SMOLDERGN (Belgium) (interpretation from French)z ' A superficial

L
roE

study gives me the impression that Togoland and thé Cameroons under French
Adm¢nlstration now have ulmllar Statuies. Incidentally, I do not see what-we.

could say here on this matter since it is qulte normal that Territories-about -
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To become self-governing hesitate to embark alone and isolated on this perilous
adventw > of independence without sufficient experience, without a diplomatic
corps alrzady formed to represent them in the outside world, without an army,
without the necessa;y resources and vithout sufficient credit to make the
indispensable investments, without recourse, finally, against all the difficulties
which may arise in a population which is suddenly called upon to administer‘
itself.

The two Statutes have, among other common characterictics, that of having
been worked out in consultation with the population. As regards the Cameroons,
this method was applied by the Administering Authority with particular care.
Elections, held for the first time by meaus of universal suffrage on
23 December 1956, with electoral participation which was more than impressive
for Africa, have made it possible to elect a Territorial Assembly which is
indeed representative and wvhich has been able for long weeks to discuss paragraph
by paragraph the provisions  the new Statute. The latter was amended to such
an extent that it is difficult to recognize there the signature of France. Of
forty-five articles of the original text, thirty-five have been modified, deleted
or added. _

I also wish to stress the original method which was used in describing the
powers which were transferred to the indigenous authorities. Article 11 of the
Decree ‘on the Statute of the Cameroons enumerates, while the Decree relating
to the Togoland Statute merely describes the powers reserved to the French
Government, thus leaviﬁg the balance of powers for the Canmeroons themselves to
exercise. This last concept, which ismre in conformity with the principles of
our Western public laws, nevertheless presents the drawback of not having been
entirely understood by certain Members of the United Nations, and it has also
led to some confusion in the Territories which are not too familiar with
juridical techniques. The spirit in which these two Statutes have been
conceived mark the difference between them. The Togolese people pronounced
themselves unambiguously in favour of ending the Trusteeship System. Their

Statute therefore marks the final phase of the development under the control of
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the United Nations. Subsequently, there will of course be modifications and
adjustments} but thooe will be bilateral acts which concern only the two
partners -- the French Republlc and the autonomous Republic of Togolana -
who will act on a basis of equalitj. S TR

The Camecconiahs, on the other hand, have come out in favour repeatedly
of the maintenance of the Trusteeship System.  The relationship therefore of
guardian and ﬁard is maintained for a certain period of time. W T

The Statute which we are studying presently reflects this situation sinbe'
it is to remain in force until the inhabitants of the Cameroons are called upon
to pronocunce themselves on a final system; This latter assertion, which is
reproduced in article 2 shows us clearly the aim proposed by the Administering
Authority, namely, to lead the Territory to a new phacse which is particula¥ly
important in the ?olitical field. Thus it brings closer the moment when the’
aims defined ‘in_Article 76 of the Charter will be achieved. e

My delegation wishes to congratulate the Aﬂministering Authority and
the Cameroonian population on the consicerable Step forward which hag been
taken. We also wish to express the hope that the introduction of new
institutions will have a calutary effect upon the political life of the
Territory and that it will lead the representatives of all shades of public
opinion to conform scrupulously to the rules of democracy.

The Tinal date for the termination of the Trusteeship System should be -
determined before taking due account of the political maturity of the Cameroonian
citizens, and we have the firm conviction that the Cameroonian citizens will
show themselves able to rise to the height of the constitutional events which

have recently taken place in their country.
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Mr. LOBANOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation
from Russian): When it spoke in the geuneral discussion, the Soviet delegation
stated its opinion regarding the general principles underlying the Statute
for the Cameroons. However,we cannot speek now on this final version of
the document which was submitted yesterday by the French delegation. Our
silence is not due at all to the fact that we do not attribute significance
to this document. Quite to the contrary, the Soviet delegation attributes
exceedingly great importance to this document. Unfortunately, however,
the Soviet delegation has been deprived of the possibility of studying this
document thoroughly which emanates from the French delegation, since to this
hour we have not received this docwnent in the Russian language.

I reserve my right to speak in the future after a thorough study of this
document. Guided by the desire to appraise the significance of the document
correctly, the Soviet delegation supporis the proposal put forward here by
the representative of India that the Statute on the Cameroons should be

referred to the General Assembly for further study.
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Mr, ROLZ BENIEIT (Guatemala) (interpretation from Spanish): At our meeting
on 5 April, when we were debating the situation in the French Cewmeroons, the ‘
delegation of Guatemala took the litverty of drawing ettention to the fact that a
custitutional Statute was about o Le promulgated for the T ’*1r1tory, that

o

. iatroduced several

werocns Assembly had debated the dvelt Statute an
anendnerts, and that after the Asgenmcly hed aporoved it the Loewt hizd vesn

pregenced to the French Union, so that 1t was »possible thet the Freuch Periiament

L"l

mickt heve coproved it before tne end of the present session of the Council. Ve
acled that if possible the Statute should be presented to us during this session
and Ve lc'bopcn discusgion ci that dtem sgo that if we did reccive ths Statubte in
time -~ and I euwrrasize the expreselion in time -- we night devetzs a‘iew'mcetiﬂgs to
its study and formulate our recomuzniiztlcis to the General Lesembly.

The criglnel purpose of the Guatesmalon delegation has lLieen hchleved becauso
at least we can send in our report to the General Assembly the text of the new
Statute and thus bring the General Leooetly up to date on the constiitutional
changes that have taken place in th2 Tzrritory. We regret, howvever, that because
of circumstances which are known to all of us, including the fuct that {the spproval
of the Statute occurred very late in cur’present session, we have not hed an
opportunity to devote to it the amount of time which it deserves. My delegation
would like to express itsc satisfaction that France was able to present the text of
the Stetute to us, but at present we can only present preliminary remarks on the
subject, leaving its fuller examinaticn to a later date.

It is encouraging to observe that the rew Statute for the French Cameroons
was promulgated by means of procedures which correspond better with democratic
methods. In fact, the Statute was promulgated after the election of a Legislative
Ascenmbly in the Territory, an Assembly elected on the bacsis of universal adult
sufrrage and therefore representative of public opinion in the Territory. That

figsembly undertook an exzmmination of the draft Statute and was able to make its
observations to the Administering Authority. I believe most of those observations
were incorporated in the text which was finally approved. It is indeed encouraging
that the Statute was examined by a representative Assembly elected on the basis of

universal adult suffrage.
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On numerous occasions we have said that the political development of

dependent territories,and I refer not only to Trust Territories but to others, at
last reaches a certain stage when it becomes necessary to clear the political
atmosphere if they are to proceed peacéfully towards the attainment of those
objectives which we have all in ﬁind, namely, self-government or independence.
Such 2 stage now seems to have been reached in the French Camerocns, and it is
appropriate to recall this when we are beginning an examination of the Statute.
Public opinicn and the degree of political maturity now reached in the French
Cameroons, among other things, now demonstrate that all the political organizations
of the Trust Territory aspire to independence and differ only in the degree of
independence to be reached rather than the date at which it is to be attained.
They are all mnanimous in asking independence for the Territory.
This is the setting in which any examination of the Statute must take place.

The Statute representsprogress in the constitutional development of the Territory,
but my delegation is not sure that in the form in which it now stands it actually
corresponds to the state of public opinion in the Territory. My delegation also
has certain doubts that the Statute may have lagged behind the aspiratibns cf the
population in regard to their political future. It is for that reason that my
delegation feels that the Statute may well have to be modified fairly guickly
and btrought into closer correspondence with the aspirations of the poﬁulation.

Turning to a few prelimirary remarks of a more particular nature, my delegafion
would like to point out in the first place that in this Statute a provision is
maintained upen which we have already commented.in connexion with French
Togoland; I mean the provision relating to the participation of the local
inhabitants in the organs of the Frgﬁch Republic, We cannot fail to express our
concern about this, and I might indeed recall that ever since our meetinés of
last year my deiegation has been stating that the participation of the inhabitants
of the Cameroons in.French parliamentary organs, as vas explained by the Administeriﬁg
Authority on many occasions, has been granted in favour of the interests of the
inhabitants and because it is considered preférable for them to have some
varticipation in the legislation which the Administering Authority approves for
them.
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This however is no longer the case ncw that the powers enumerated in the
Statute have been transferred to the Cameroonian authorities, allowing.them to
rass lavws of a very wide nature. There is therefore no justification for.
continuing the participation of the inhabitants of the Cameroons in the organs
of the French Republic, and while we do not gquestion the sincerity of the
Administering Authority's motives we cannot fail to express our ccncern lest
this participation should contribute to a deraturalization of the Juridical and
political status of the Territory and comproﬁise the free determination by the
inhabitants of their future destiny.

e also observe that the second part of the Statute maintains dual citizenship,
that is to sey, citizenship of Camerconian nationsls in the French Republic and of
French nationals in the Cammeroons bty way of reciprocity. Ve wish to reiterate
the same reservations which we have made in regard to this provision on previous

occasions.
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e note that in the new Statute certain words are included which leave the
door open to the hope that this situation will be modified in the future in
conformity with the natural desires which may be expressed at a given moment
by the public opinion in the Cameroons.

In the final sentence of article 8 we read: "French citizens shall enjoy
in the Cameroons by virtue of reciprocity all the rights attaching to the status
of Cameroons citizens." The inclusion of the phrase "by virtue of reciprocity”
presupposes the fact that this is a tewporary measure which may be changed in
conformity with the desires which may be expressed by the local government.

In article 11 we see an enumeration of the powers to be enjoyed by the
Legislative Assembly of the Cameroons as the legislative organ of the Territory.
These powers are set forth in a more concrete and detailed manner than was the
case in the Statute for French Togoland. e must note this progress wvhich has
veen made, ile observe, however, that there are still certain matters which may
give rise to some confusion., For the moment I shall mention only econonmic
and financial matters, which are so impdrtant to the development of the Territory.
Article 11, paragraph (14) states: "Organization and development of the
economy of the Trust State of the Cameroons" -- this shall be under the
Legislative Assembly. However, in other provicions of the Statute certain financial
and economic powers ere given to the Freanch authorities and the High Conmissioner
There mway be difficulties and friction in connexion with this overlapping of
authority.

There are certain provisions which are nct sufficiently clear to my
delegation. For example, in article 42 of the Statute, paragraph 2, we read:
"The High Commissioner shall have the authority to negotiate with the said
authorities and representatives after consultation with the Prime Minister, any
conventlons, particularly those of a commercial nature, applicable in all or in
part of the Trust State, within the limitations of the Government's instructions,
and to enter into such conventions subject to their approval by the French
Government,"”

My delegation is not clear whether the reference to "the Government's
instructions” applies to the Cameroons Government or to the French Government.
There are limitations or restrictions upon the powers granted to the organs of

the Cameroons Government, and my delegation hopes that these powers, which eare
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still reserved for the French authorities, will be ﬁanded over to the Camaroons
Government without much delay. ' N
e hope that the evolution of the Statute,_ﬁhich is provided for in part VI
f the Statute itself, will proceed without interruption, and will take into
account the wishes expressed by the Leglslatlve Assembly. ‘We shall follow
closely the resolutions of the Legislative Assembly for the modification of the
Statute. We hope that the Administering Authority will observe the desires of
the people ef the Cameroons as”expressed'through their legitimate'representatives.
In article 4l the High Commissioner is given the authority to maintain -
public order and the security of persons and property. That is to say that he -
shall have under him the forces of public order and security, iﬁ other words,
the gendarmerie of the Territory. My delegation shares the view that in order
to allow the Government to menage its own affairs, it must have not only
legislative povers but also the practical elements which will allow it to
implement and execute the decisions taken by the Leﬂivlative Asserbly. So long
as the Cameroons Government has no authorlty over the services of public safety
and uecurlty, that Government will be restrlcted in the exercise of its poaers.

e note that the High Commissioner may delegate his powers in respgect of
urban and rural administrative police to the Prime ilinister as heed of the
Cameroons Government, My delegation expresses the hope that such delegationl‘
will be made and that the Prime Minilster will indeed be given these powere which,
it would seem to us, are necessary if he 15 to conduct his Government.

Aside from these preliminary remarks, and certain others which I may present
after we have studied the Statute in more detail, my delegation finds encouragement
in the provisions of the Statute, and particularly in its spirit, ile believe
there is a very different spirit here from the one which anirates the Statute
for French Togoland. We do not hesitate to congratulate the Administering
Authority for having undertaken this course in promulgating the Statute for
the Cameroons under French administration. These are the preliminary remrarks

~vhich my delegation wished to present.
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Mr. HOOD (Australia): I address myself to some quite general comments
on the item of the agenda of the Council which is, in effect, the note by the
Secretary-General in connexion with the examinaticn of the annual report on
the administration of this Territory. To some extent, the discussion by the
Council of the note by the Secretary-General containing a ccpy of the Statute
adopted by the French Government in Parliamenc, is indeed exceptional.l

One need say no more on this point, nor need the Council, I think, be at
all rigid in its attitude towards this information supplied by the Administering
Auvthority of the French Cameroons, or in respect of the procedure to be adopted
subsequentily. As the representative of Guatemaia has just rightly pointed out,
the submission of ihis information was partly in respoase to suggestions [rom
certéin members of the Council at an earlier stage of the discussion of the
annual report for 1955 on this Territory. The Council should express, and I
certainly do express, the warmest appreciation of the action of the
representative of France in the submission of this information.

It is not necessary to comment upon the shortness of time available, which
has been pointed to by one or two speakers before me, because this was indced
inevitable in the circumstances, and the action of the representative of TFrance
chould receive the cormendation of the Council. It is an action of co-operation

and it is an action which will in fact assist the Council in its preparation of
the current report.
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So what do we have? we have before us the actual content of an intention --
8 Tulfilled intention on the part of the Administering Power in this Territory =--
to expand the institutions of self-government in the Territory. At the
seventeenth session, the Council, in commenting on the political development in
the French Cameroons, expressed the hope that there would be continued and
intensified pursuit of programmes of reforms in the Territory. It viewed with
appreciation the promising constitutional and institutional reforms contemplated
by the PPrench Government and expressed the hope that those reforms would shortly
be enacted into law. It went further, to uvrge the Administering Authority to
take positive and energetic steps to implement its intentions as soon as possible.

Various repfesentatives in the Council, &t an earlier stage in the discussion
of this report, did indeed note the significant advance, of which the Council was
given prior knowledge, in this respect. The adoption of the Statute, its
formulation in consultation with the representative population of the Territory
and its final endorsement by the Government of the Administering Power -- this is
the position with which the Couwncil has to concern itself now -- and I do not
think that detailed comments on the provisions of the Statute are called for. Uhet
the subsequent handling of this information submitted by the representative of
France will be is a matter, of course, for the Council to determine; but I think
it would be proper that the views which have already been expressed by very
many members of the Council, both yesterday and todeay, should be duly taken note of
and duly recorded in the proper place.

Since a year apo, it cannot be denied that events in connexion with the
Territory of the Cameroons under French edministration have moved with
extraordinary rapidity end two developments are of course of the greatest
significance. I have already referred to the adoption of the law in the niddle
of last year, authorizing the French Government to proceed to widen institutional
reforms in the Territory and I have also referred to the adoption, on the basis
of this law, of the Statute which in a matter of a day or two -- as I understood
the representative of France to have stated yesterday -- will be promulgated in
the Territory and thereafter it will be in the course of implementation. An
important point, of course, is that the Statute in its present form has been
adopted after close consultation with a Territorial Assembly specially elected and

elected, of course, on the basis of universal adult suffrage.
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It is furthermore the case that suggestions by that Assembly for modifications
in the draft.Statute, as it was then, have to a‘very large extent been accepted
by the Administering Power. This is a point to be taken very careful note of.

It is furthermore the case that the Statute contains an explicit provision
Tor subsequent alteration and change, a provision whicﬁ hes been pointed to but
which T think needs again to be emphasized, whiéh is entirely in consonance with
the principles of the Trusteeship System. It is stated that this institutional
organizetion, shall continue in force until the ihhabitants of the Territory, in
conformity with the Charter and the Trusteeship Agréement and in particular with
the provisions.of erticle 5 of that Agreement, are ablé to express an opinion on
the political regime in the Camerocons. _

I submit that in our examination -- if we proceed at a later stage, to a
more detailed examination of the provisionsoi the Statute -- this broad and
overriding provision for the possibility of counstitutional change should be very
carefully borne in mind. ‘

In brief, the Administering Authority -- as my delegzation stéted in the course
of the general discussion a week or two ago -- would appear o have fulfilled in
e striking manner the hopes previously expressed by the Council in respect of the
political development of this Territory. bHany of the implications of the Statute,

v

of course, will not become clear in prectice until implementétion hes been in
force for some time and the Council will doubtless expect and will receive from
the Adnministering Authority an account in due form of the working of the Statute
in practice. At that stage it would, of course, be incumbent on the Council to
exanmine ~- and the Council will no doubt do so -~ some of the more detailed
provisions in their practical applicaticn.

In the meantine, it would, I submit, be right fcr the Council to express
commendation to theAdministering Authority; first for the prompt submission of
this Statute to the Council et a late stage in its considerétion of' the repoft
for 1955, which was nonetheless an uppropriate act and deserves coumendation.
Secondly ol end I have no doubt that a majority of the Council will wish to endorse
this -- it would be appropriate for the Council to express its satisfaction and
indeed its Telicitations to the Administering Authority for the execution in fact
of intentions which are-broadly based on and in congcnance with the principles of
the Charter and the Trusteeship Agreement and which will without doubt redound

to the advancement of inhabitants of this Territory.
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Certain of these more general remarks -- and I do not mean mine in particular
-- will cerbainly find their place in the records of the Council and it will be
for the Council to decide shortly how and in what form these observations are to

find their place in the report of the Council to the General Assembly

kMr. BARGUES (French) (interpretation from French): Uy ériginal

intention was to read these statements to which I have iistened after the
verbatim record had éppeared and only to reply to them then. However, if the
Council cares to hear my reply now I will speak right away, although my statement
may perhaps not be grammatically perfect, in order to save the Council's tiue, as
ve still have & heavy agenda and have already had to prolong our session which
has lested & conciderable time, )

Incidentally, I have little to say, for I have noted that, generally speaking,
most of the delezations have made very few observations concerningthe Statute.
Some delégations, of course, have formulated reservations and have declared that
their observations were of a preliminary'nature and they reserved their right
to speak before the Council at a later date giving their more detailed opinions
on various provisions of the Statute. There is no doubt thet the Council will
alvays be able to deal with this question when it considers the question of the
Cameroons under French administration in detail when the report of the
Administering Authority for the Cameroons is submitted to the Trusieeship Council;
there will of course be the necessity to consider this situation and the

conditions in which the new institutions have been made to work.
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Nevertheless it is tnme that even superficiallacquaintance vith the Statute
has made it possible for the majority of the delegaticns here to formulate
rertinent cobservations on the whole of the structures involved in this new
Statute. What would ueem to be more 1mpornant at this time is to know

the opinions of the delegetions on the very essence of this new Statute,
namely, the int;oduction in the Cameroons of political systems inspired by
those of democratic governments along Western European lines. I con therefore
linit my observations to a fev detailed remarks on some of the reservations
made Ly some members of the Council., Of course, I an motivated merely by
the desire to make note of the views expressed and to malke known the vievs
of my Government on the questions raised. .

I must also say that the ma dorlty of iy colleagues have expressed *
con51de;able satisfaction; thev have been good enoubh to congretulate the
Aunlnisteang Authority on the reforms 1ntrodaced in the Tiust Territory. I
wish to thank tlem on behalf of ﬁy Governuent. They ‘have also, quite rightly,
congratulanﬁJ the population of the Lameroons both on the GOod sense showi
in the sﬁudy'of n2 problems and on the u1sdom with vhich the Cameroonians
have u1scu_ueu the text of the new St &Lute whlch was p*efent54 by the Government
of the Adm;n;stu"ln Pover, ' '

The representstive of Haiti has paid special tribute to this population,
vhich he knows su well becance he.was in such close contact with it &uvin"'-
the mission of 1955; I ossosiste 1vself w1th the tribute he has paid to
all the political ieaaers, TFrench and Cameroonian s and also to the opposition,
vhom he included in the tribute paid to the political leaders of the Territory.
I do not doubt his sincerity. Incidentally, the members of the opposition
in the Assembly have shown sincerity; they have acted courageously; they
have participated in the votes; and they have bowed to the opinion of the
majority without in any way yielding their fundamental opinions. In the precence
of democratic institutions, they will be able to defend, and perhops impose
their opinions in the Cameroonien assemvlies as well as in France, and
particularly within the metropoliten asseriblies, vhere some of them are now

called upon %o sit or might at a later date be called upon to sit.



NR/dlk T/PV.791
b7

(l4r. Barpues, France)

Since I am now dealing with congratulations, I must also tell the
representative of India that I was most grateful for the congratulations
he addressed to the officials of the Adwministering Power, I am too modest
to note vhat he said about myself, and perhaps he was carried away by the
excellent relations which have existed between us for some years. However,
may I say, not in my own name but on behalf of my coclleagues, that the
activities of the administrators have of course plajyed a conciderable part
in the development of the Territory for a nwiber of years., It is undeniable
that these administrators have had to shoulder the delicate Jjob of bringing
the development of the Territory to a happy conclusion. They have also had
the heavy burden of educating the populations politically in acéordance.with
democratic principles,

The representative of Guatemala has taken up an objection already made
by him earlier on the subject of the representation of the Cameroonian
population in the parliamentary assemblies of metropolitan France. I can
only repeat vhat I have said before in this regard, As Tar as France is
concerned, becuase of the legal principles which apply in France, there
was a question of good sense as well as of honesty.

The Statute provides that certain questions are reserved for the
central orgens of the French Republic. In other words, the parliamentary
assemblies of France will have to vote laws which will apply to some extent
to the Territory of the Cameroons. It is normel that the populations of
the Cameroons, which directly or indirectly will feel the effects of these
laws, to participate in their formulation and should vote on them. I
have repeatedly drawn the attention of the Council to the role, sometimes
very considerable, played by the representatives of the Trust Territories
within the French Parliament. I might mention an example concerning the

Cameroons, vwhich, incidentally, I believe I have elready pointed out.

2
Article 9 of the loi-cadre, which applies especially to the Cameroons and
which the Statute follows precisely, was voted on the initiative of Cameroonian
parliamentarians who imposed their views upon their colleagues in the French

Parliement., I believe, therefore, that it is necessary to maintain this
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participation by the Cameroonian population in the work of the two parliamentery
assenblies in France which are called upon to originate laws which will benefit
the Territory.

In this seme connexion, I should like to make an observation concerning
the provisions of article 8 of the Statute, concerning the principle of
reciprocity. ;

Certain representatives have used the expression "dual ditizenship". I
do not think that this is juridically correct., In reality, a French citizen
and a Cameroonian citizen do not have automatically both citizenship of France
and that of the Cameroons.. The Statute provides merely that Caneroors
citizens who are on'French soil should enjoy the civil, civic and social rights
of French citizens; it was normal that,reciprocally, French citizens residing
in the Cameroons should enjoy the civil, civic end social rights of Cameroons
citizens. But this does not mean dual citizenship; it is an advantage which
does not attach to the person of an individual; it attaches to the Statute,
the text of vhich says clearly that this principle. of reciprocity will. apply
"for so long as the Trust State administered by France continues to be governsd
by the provisions of this Statute". Hence, for the period ol the validity
of this Statuté, there will be a measure of. reciprocity which will make it
possible for French citizens, not to become citizens of the Cameroons
but simply to enjoy the rights of citizens of the Cameroons while they are
in the Cameroons, and make it possible for citizens of the Cameroons to
enjoy the rights of French citizens while in France. This is an impoxrtant legel
distinction. If the Statute should be modified or cancelled when the
Trusteeship System is brought to ean end, this advantege would be removed, _
If there were dual citizenshlp, en individual holding such citizenship could.
not have it withdrawn from him.

I should like to make a briefl observation on a point which has not given
rise to criticism; I merely wish to emphasize the fact that this Statute was
very freely discussed by the population -- in the first phase, during
conversations which took place between representatives of the I'rench Government
and representatives of the population of the Cameroons in the assemblies,

and then within the Territorial Assembly itself.
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Incidentally, as another representative has recalled, the Assembly proposed
about sixty emendments, slmost all of vhich were accepted. Thirty~five articles
out .of sixty -- that is, more than half -- have been modified, deleted or added.

The representative of India has noted that considerable powers are still
reserved to the central organs of the French Republic, and he has expressed the
hope that these powers will be gradually reduced. I can assure him that that will
be the case. Before this Statute existed, the local crgans already had extensive
povers. Since 1946, the Territorial Assembly has been voting the budget and the
taxes. That is a very important power. The powers of the Territorial Authorities
have been increesing and the povers reserved to the Administering|authority heve
been decreasing. The introduction of the new Statute marks conly another step in
a Gevelopment which had started previously. O course, this trend cunnot be '
reversed, and it will certainly continue in the future.

Certain representatives also expressed some concern about the establishment
of provinces. Actually, as I have already said on other occasions, the creation
of provinces is in conformity with certain local trends vhich we cannct overlook.
At the same time, it gives wider latitude to the Administration. I would pcint
out that in the original text -- incidentally, it is not my intenticn to go over
the Statute erticle by article, indicating the changes which have been made at the
various stages; I think that such a procedure could have only historical
interest -- provision vas made for a provincial orgenization which did not call
for the immediate esteblishment of the Northern Province, and this provincial
organization vas aéraed to by the Camerocnians. The Northern Province wves
created on the insistence of the majority of the Territorial Assembly. It would
have been difficult, or even impossible, for the Administering Authority not to
accept this emendment of the Territorial Assembly; the desire of the majority
of the population of the Territory could not be disregarded.

ilith respect to poiitical procedures, I must clarify scme points in
statements made by some members of the Council vho are perhaps not always
Tamiliar with the political procedures in [rance. The persons who drafted the
Statute -- vhether French or Cameroonian -- have, of course, been steeped in
French juridical concepts, and, consciously or unconsciously, they have in mind

French institutions.
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As T have said, the High Commissioner has the role ¢f Head of Otate. He
designates the Prime linister, after the usual cunsultaticns. DNow what do the
words "usual consultations" mean? They mean the consultations which are usually
undertaicen by the President of the French Republic before he designates the

Président du Conseil; that is, the Prime kinister. The President of the French

Republic, before designating a Prime Minister, consults the principel leaders of
the fissembly, the most representative elements of public opinion cutside the
Assembly end the heads of the political parties, whether or not they are
represented in the Aseembly. Only after the President of the French Republic has
found cut from these consultations what are the prevailing tendencies and opinions
does he designate the person whe has the best chance of being confirmed by the
Assembly.

Replying tc an observation vwhich was made in.this connexion, I would say that
first the Prime linister of the Camerouns will be confirmed in office by the
Lssembly., Only after that will he apponnt his Ministers. This is the system
prevailing in France, with the exception that in France the Piime lLiinister, after
having been personelly ccnfirmed . in office, must ask for the confirmation in
office of his Cabinet. Incidentally, this scmetimes leads to difficulties in
France, when a Prime Minister who has been confirmed in office fails tc cbtain
the confirmaticn of his Cabinet. . Thus, the system to be followed in the
Cameroons may be even better than that followed in Fronce. In the Camerosons, thé
High Commissicner designates the Prime linister, whu, once he has been confirmed
in office by the Assembly, appoints the ilinisters who will share the burdens .f
government with him and assume the risis entailed in his policy. Of course, the
Cabinet will also be responsible to the Assembly.

Once a Prime liinister has been confirmed in ofilice by the Assembly,’the High
Commissioner must by order declare that confirmation officially. This is
mandatory; it 1s simply a proclamation of a fect. This provision was included
in the Statute-at the request of the Assembly; 1t was not in the original draft.
In France, the Prime Minister znd his linisters are appouinted by decree of the
President of the Republic. It was perhaps because of that rule that the members
of the Assembly in the Cameroons requested that scme official record should be

made of the Assembly's confirmation in office of the Prime Minister.
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I spid at the cutset that my remerks might sound somevhat disconnected; I
am afraid that has indeed been proven to be true. I shall now revert to the
question of the provinces.

The chafs de provincewill be appointed by the High Commissioner because

they will be called upon to play a dueal role. They will represent both the
services of the French Republcc and the services of the Cameroonien Government.
The Statute, however, provides for the concurrence of the Prime Minister, which
is a guarantee that the High Commissioner will not be able to appoint a chef de
province without the agreement of the Prime Minister.

‘The representative of Guatemalzs and some other representatives expressed
certain misgivings concerning the distribution of the public services. To reply
fully in this respect, of course, would entail a detailed study of the text of
the Statute. I would only say, in the first place, that the enumeration in the
Statute of the povers of the Legislative fssembly is not a limitative enumeration.
The only limitative enumeration is that of the powers reserved to the central
organs of the French Republaic. ‘or reasons which‘I have already had occasion to
mention in vavicus sbatements before the Council =- particularly in the statement
vhich I made on the present subject -~ certzin matters have been reserved to the
French Republic, but it must be borne in mind that thiese nmatters are limited to
legislation and regulation. ALl neasures connccted vwith tie organization of the
public services snd all measuves of implementation are vwithin the powers of the
Trust Territory of the Comsrceons. ,

The represcaitctive of Cuabemsla referred Lo parvegraph (1b) of article 11 of
i

the Statute, vhich defines the povers of the Legislative Assembly.



AY/ra T/PV.70L1
56

(#r. Bargues, France)

e e

As I said, this list is not linited. Paragraph 1b gives to the Legislative
Asgembly powers concerning the organization and development of the econony of the
Trust State of the Cameroons. The representative of Guaterale has polrted out,
hovever, that certain attributions concerning the organizational developmént of
the economy of the Cameroons have remained among the powers reserved for the
central organs of the French Republic. Thet is true, because to the extent'to
wnich certain operations of foreign trade are reserved for the French Republic,
it was necessary to provide for its intervention. The organization of the general
economy of the Territory is a matter of general policy, which is incumbent upon
the Government and the Assembly of the Cameroons. But problems concerning financial
assistance by France, or the problem of currency -- and I have said this before,
and this is one of the principles of the Statute -- are problems reserved to the
French Republic, )

There is,- therefore, no iﬁconsistency or incompatibility Letween the two
provisions appearing in two different parts of the Statute. There is simply a
reservetion concerning matters reserved for the French Republic, a reservation
which follows from the fact that the French Republic is respousible for sll
problems concerning money, foreign exchange, and so forth, and because the
Cameroons belongss to the franc zone.

A similar observetion concerning article L2 was cited by the representative
of Guetemala. Article 42 indicates that the High Commissioner assures the
cormmunicaticrs of the High Comnissioner and the Cameroonian Governuent with the
orgens of the metropolitan country and, equally, with the authority of foreign
countries in Africa and the representatives of the French Republic in these
countries, and also with the consular representatives of foreign Goveraments who
are duly accredited and whose Jurisdiction extends to the Trust Territory. The
article goes on to say:

“The High Commissioner shell have the authority to negotiate with the
said authorities and representatives after consultation with the Prime
Minister, any conventions ... within the limitations of the Government's
instructions," ’

It is the French Republic wvhich is responsible for external relations.
Nevertheless, provision was made for an intervention by the Government of the

Cameroons, since the High Commissioner must consult the Prime Minister. Iiot only
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must he consult with him, but there must be negotiations with him. -In other
words, there must be permanent contact between the Hish Commissioner and the Prime
Minister. As long as the French Republic will be responsible for external

- relatioas, he will be under obligation to serve as the intermediary between the
Cameroconian Government and the foreign rgpresentatives, either in the Territory
or in neighbouring territories.

I should like to make a minor observation concerning the capital. Frankly, I
an certein that The location of the capital was forgotten during the different
transforrations which the article in question has undergone. Article 39 indicates
clearly that the capital will rewain Yaoundé, until of course there is a further
change. )

Article hl, vhich was also cited, proviﬂes that in conformity with‘article 3
of the Trusteeship Agreement, the iligh Comuiissioner shall be responsible for public
order. But a provision has been inserted concerning the delegation of his powvers
to the head of the Cameroons Goverrment. As regerds urban and rural police, there
vas e possibility of such delegation. But as a result of an amendment by the
Cameroonian Assembly, this delegation of powers is now mandatory. In the original
text it was optional., It is clear that once the Statute has come into force, this
delegation of powers will be obligatory.

The representative of India has advised the Administering Authority not to
hasten too much to have popular consultations. He said that if in British Togoland
this consultation was mede necessary by the divergence of opinion, the same reason
did not prevail in the Camercons wnder French administration. But I would point
out to him that the referendum is after all one of the procedures which was
accepted by the United Nations under the Charter, namely, to determine the
aspirations of the population. It is quite evident that since the Statute has an
evolutionary character, the time will come when it will be necessary to ask the
population to pronounce itselfl definitively on the direction which it will wish to
give the political development of its country. Above all, it will have to
pronounce itself on the political system which it wishes to introduce. Therefore,
I think the day will come when this consultation will be necessary.

I hesten to add that the Statute does not fix any dete. It merely provides
that the Statute will remain in force until the inhabitants of the Cuameroons, under
the Charter and the Trusteeship Agreement, are called upon to take a position on

the final political system of the Territory.
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I velieve I have replied generelly to the detailed observations which were

rede. If I have omitted some, I snould like to couvince my colleagues that this

wes not intentiounal. I am available for any informabticn which may be required of
Le by my colleagues,in private conversations, so as not to prolong our debate here.
In conclusion, however, I should lilte to make two observations. I should like to
refer to a misgiving expressed by the representative of Guatemala. The
representative of CGuaterala has woudered whether the Statute rezlly reflected the
desire of public opinion. I say "yes", becausce the Ascembly which epproved the
Statute by a large majority was elected under universal sufiraze. It represents
publiic opinion very well. Dut the gquestion was asked whether the Statuie is not
out of date in view cf the rapnid developwent of though® in Africa.

It sometimes heppens thet when certain measures are implemented, it is
-discovered that they have come too late. Dut may I say sincerely that I do not
thirk that this is the case in the Comeroons. I believe that the majorxity of my
colicapgues will share ny opianion. Ve shouvld recall Th:iud véfy little %time has

elepeed. I thinkt it wss last year thet the Wrusteeship Couazil presented to the

Afministering Authoriiy recommendations concerning the political development of the
Territory; the Council suggcsted that, first of all, there should be uaiversal
suf<rage -- and this hac been introduced -- and that then a governieat council

s

with o Canewxoonian melority should be inlroduce

L

The Stotute goes Tar hayond thet recommenlatiorn, since we nct only have a
rajority ol Comeroonisns, but we %ill have a true government conmposed of
Cameroonian wministers, respousiktle to an Ascsenitly eandoved with wajor legislative
puvers. - Therefore, I think that the Trusteeship Council can only note with
setisfaction that the Admlnistering Authority, not belug content to meet the

recompendations, nas gone much further.
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In conclusion, te give scme clarification concerning the scope of the Statute,
Which has given rise to the expression of certain doubts or certain expressions
of alarm on'the part of several members of the Council, I could do no better than
to read the report which, in the neme of the French Government, vas addressed by
the High Commissioner to the Legislative Agsembly at the time when the Assenbly
vas called upon to study the draft Stetute. The High Commissioner said:

"France has undertaken, through article 5 of the Trusteeship

Agreement of 13 Beneubcr 10h6, to place the Cameroons under the

Trusﬁeeship Systen, ard to take all the necessary steps 1n order to

ensure the participation of the local popalculons in the adminis trat;on

of the Territory by the develcpment of representative democratic organs.

"In the first phase, France has fulfilled its commitments in
achieving, as early as 1946, importént refor:s including, on the one

hand, the representation of the populat;on of the Territory in the

‘letropolitan parliamentary assemblleu, thus cnabling that ropalptlon

to participate actively through these representatives in the drafting

of laws apprlicable to the Cameroons and, on.thelotﬁer,hand,.in the

creatién_of a Territoriai Assembly which has widéldaiibéfative poweré,

especially that of voting the budget. _ .. | .

"Later on, France has called upon the Cameroonians to administer
their owm affairs locally, and it has introduced this by means of
sctting up municipel administrative organs.

"/ new phase has now been completed in this democratic progress.

The law of 23 June 1956, which introduced universal suffrage and the

single electoral college in the Cameroons, provides in article 9 that

by decree, taking into account the provicions of the Trusteeship Agreement,

the Government may, efter consultation with the Territorial Assembly and

the issembly of the French Union, proceed with institutional reforms in

the Cameroonsees
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"The Statute specifies thet the Trust Territory of the Cameroons
will have a specific system, and will not be administered in the same
way as other overseas territories. The Statute will be transitional
and provisional until the Trusteeship System is terminated. The
Cameroonians will be called upon, in accordance with the stipulations
of the Trusteeship Agreement of, 13 December 1946, to pronounce themselves

on their final political system."

The High Commissioner then analyéed the various articles of this Statute
and the different headings of the Stetute and he then concluded. I wish to
draw the attention of the Council to these lines in particular because they
reflect exactly the intentions of the Administering Authority. He said:

"This draft Statute places in the hands of the Camcroonians all
of the povers of administration concerning the affairs of the Cameroons
with the exception of those concerned with the maiﬁtenaﬁce of the

Trusteeship System and therefore of the regponsivilities which were

assured by France under the Trusteeship Agreement of 1946, which I

reserve necegsarily for the trusteeship Power. This constitutes a

major step of the Cameroons towards the goals defined in the Charter '

of the United Nations."
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‘The TRESIDINT: ey I suggest,. now that we Have heard all theé members of
2

the Council and the representative of France, that, subject to your approval, the
ocbservations made by members be referred to the Drafting Comuittee on the Cameroons
under IFrench Administration for its action. I see no objection to this.

It vas so decided.

FUTURE PRCCELDINGS OF THE COUNCIL

The IPRESIDENT: I should like to cbserve that the Council hag completed’

its work for the present session except for the consideration of two reports:
first, the report of the Drafting Cormittee on the Cameroons under French
Administration, and the report of ‘the Drefiting Committee on Tegolend under French
Administration, May I express the hope that these Drafting Comittees will submit
their reports in time for the Council to consider them by next Tuesday at the
latests It is therefore decided, if you approve, that we will meet on Tuesday
afternoon in order to finish the work of this session. Is that agreeable to the
Council?

It was so decided.

The FRESIDELT: I have e request from the representative of Burma to ueke

a statement.

U PV ITIN (Bwma): At this late hour I vish to propose, with the
approval of the Council, the placing on the apgenda of one of the next meetings of
the Council of the following item: "Revision of rule 19 of the rules of procedure
of the Trusteechip Council". The merbers of the Council will note that rule 19
governs the election of the President and Vice-Fresident of the Council, which
election should take place at the beginning of the Council's regular session in
June,

For reasons which I shall present later, I will introduce an amendment to the
present provisions of the rule. In proposing this item, my delegation is fully
avare of the lateness of the hour, and it in no way wishes to prolong the session

of the Council any more than is necessary. However, the very nature of my proposal
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itself, which has a direct bearing upon the first two items now on the provisicnal
agenda of the next session of the Council, has motivated my delegation to request

the Council to take up this item before the present session concludes,
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Mr. GRI@;Q_(Italy): I should like to know from the represeatative
of Burma whether he means a suspension of rule 19 or an amendizent of the same
rule according to rules.l06 and 107. In either case, I would understand from
vhat he says that such amendment or suspension would imply that the elections
will take place some time later in the year or even in Januery of next year.
I suppose that members of the Council will need time to study the propcsal,
according to which; I understand, the election of the Vice-President will take
place at the same time as the election of the President. If it is adopted
- I imagine that I shall have to serve as Vice-President until the end of 1957.
I am afraid I have to state that I am not prepared to serve as Vice-President
of the Council until that time, and for very practical reasons. On 29 May
‘the representative of Italy to the United Hations is,leaving.for Furope and
I shall have to dedicate myself more.to the work of the delegation proper than
to the work of the delegation to. the Trusteeship Cbuncil. Before this proposal
wvas made I was planning to serve as Vice-President until the end of this session,
to participate in the activities of the Council at tihe beginning of the next
session vhen the debate on Somaliland will take place, and then leave the daily
care of Italy's seat in this Council to some other member of my delegation. If
and when the ﬁfoposal of the representative of Burma comes up for consideration,
therefore, the Council will have to take into consideration the fact that there wil

will be no Vice-President as from the end of this session.

The PRESIDENT: In reply to the represcntative of Italy, vhat we are

discussing now is merely the placing on the agenda of an item. I am not myself
avare of the details of what the representative of Burma has in mind; since you

have put the question, I should like to call on him.

Mr. GRILLO (Italy): I understand perfectly what we are discussing, but
since we are almost at the end of the session, I thought it would be useful .
for the members of the Council, and especially for the representative of the
Administering Authorities to know thet I can only serve as Vice-President until

the end of this session. I thought it was my duty to give them that information.

-
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U PAV HTIN (Burma): What I made was a proposal that an item be
included in the agenda of the present session, I did not wish to go into the
substence of the question at this point, but intended to do so when I present
the reasons for making such a proposal. At the moment I am merely asking the

Council to agree that this item be inscribed on the agenda.

Mr. BARGUES (France) (interpretation from Frencéh): I wonder whether
it would not be appropriate for the representative of Burma to tell us, ét
least briefly, the reasons for his proposal? If he docs not-do so until our-meeting
on Tuesday neri, perhaps scme of us will need to comsult our Governrents, since
it is a question of some importance invelving a change in the rules of procedure.
This might have the effect of prolongiag our session. If the representative of
Burma could tell us now his reasons, those of us who need to consult our
Governments could at least give them an outline of the prograrme.

-

The PRESIDENT: I think the suggestion of the representative of

France is quite pertinent and I shall recess the Council for fifteen minutes

to provide an opportunity for consultation.

e N————
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The meeting wes suspended at 4.45 p.m, and resumed at 5 p.m,

U PAY HTIN (Burme): As it is the desire .of some of the delegations in
this Council to hear me explain the reasons for my proposal, I am.quite prepared to
do so, with the President's permission.

.My ‘delegation wishes to introduce a propossl which is simple and .which reads
as follows: _

- "The Trusteeship Council desires to amend the text of rule 19 of the

rules of procedure by substituting the word "January" for the word "June",

to conpl vith the calendar yeer.":

Ruie 195 wmonld then . read:

"rre Trusteeskip Council should elect, 2t the beginning of its regular
segsion in January, a President snd a Vice-President from among the
rapresentatives of the members of the Trusteeship Council,"”

With the President's permission, I shall state briefly the reasons for my
propocal which I believe are cogent and convincing. I hope that I shall not take
too much of the. Councll's valuable time to make my point clear. I might recall the
history of rule 19. Ve note that the Council approved its rules of procedure
during its first session in April 1947. .The original text proposed by its Drafting
Committee provided that the election of the President and Vice-President of the
Council should take place "at. the beginning of its first regular.session, of each
year", document T/AC.L/3.-- ' _ , _

During the discussion of this draft in the Council, the representative of the
United States of America suggested that thié wording be changed to "at the beginning
of its cpring session", and the Council finally adopted the wording "at the
beginning of its regular session in June'.

I wish, however, to emphasize that this final wording did not change the
understanding end general agreement of the Council that the election should take
place at the first regular session of each year, because rule 1L of the then accepted
rules provided that "the first regular session of the Council shall be convened
during the latter half of June and the second during the latter half of November" .
Consequently, the regular June session was the first session of each year. It was

later during its fifth session in June 1949 that the Council amended rule 1 by
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altering the dates of its regular session from June and November to January and
June. The change in the regular sessions has been agreed to in consideration of

the dates of subwission of the annual reports submitted by the various Administering
Authorities and the appropriate arrangements of the work of the Council.

It is evident that since that time the June session tecame the second regular
session of each year. Navertheless, the Council did not take into consideration
the effect of the new rule 1 on rule 19,which would have required a logical
amendirent preserving the original intention of the Council in holding the election -
during the first regular session of each year. '

The original intention was -- and I believe that I interpret it quite
correctly -- to enable non-administering members of United Nations elected to
the Trusteeship Council by the General Asseuwbly in accordance with Article 86 of
the Charter for three year terms, to perform effeztively and fully their rights and
duties in the Council, including their right of being elected to the Council's
offices in according with rule 19.

We know that the election of non-administering members takes place in the
General Assembly each fall, and that their terms of office in the Trusteeship
Council begin on 1 January of the following year. We are also aware of the practice
of the Council that members administering Trust Territories and non-administering
menbers change after each year at the head of our table as Council President and
Vice-President. Under the present rule 19, electoral chances.of non-administering

members during their three year term of office are considerably restricted.
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Thus, the non-ﬂdmlnlvterlng mﬂmber Joins the Counc;l 1n Janu?ry, when he
attends the Counc1l‘s Tirgt reg lar session == the January scssion. lowever, the
election, tekes place in the CounC1l in June, during the second regular session of
the year. The first six mohths of the yeer are consequenfl& lost for him.,

Secondly, a difficult situation would be created if a non—aamlnisbcrlng member
were elccted during his third end last year of service in the Council; he would be
elected at the June session for a period of one year and his term of office would
expire on 31 December, uit months earlier.

Thirdly, it may be concluded that the electcral chances of non=-administering
members under the present system are practically and actualpy restricted to two
years only out of their three years! éervice on the'Council.

My delegaticn has no donbt that the Council took these considerations fully
into account vhen it adopted the provisiong, of rule 19 vhich correspond to the
original text of rule 1 as auopfed in 1946, I believe that it is sufficiently
clear that it was the intention of thc Council to hold eclections dur’ng the first
regular session of each year; but under the provigions of rule 1 which wau amﬂndeu
in 1949, the Council cmitted to adopt a corresponding amenduent to rule 19. Iy
proposal provzdes for this evidert cmigsion. I do not go beyond this, but, sinply
reaffirn the original idea which motivated the adoption oflrule 19 in 1946, I an
gure that all members of the Council have clearly understood 1y reasons for

proposing such an item and I hope they will accept my proposal. j’_

‘The PRUSIDEIT: The original proposal of the deledation of Burma was to

place an item on the agenda. Then the representative of Burma, in order to as aist
the Council, gave us the subutance of his proposal. But the duty of the Council
is, first, to put this item on the sgenda. Are there any objections to putting

this-ltem on the agenda of the present session?

lir, HOOD (AuntraiiQ)' f-h"#e ro objection at this stage; i'merely wish
to ask a queut¢on concerning thc implication of rule 107 1n conjunctxon with the
propoued iten rebardlnv rule 19. In rule 107 it is of courge luid dovn that no
decigion can be taken by the Council on & pr0pooal to amend the rvles of procedure
until four days after the amendment has been suhmitted. Has the rcpresentatlve of

Burma considered the implication on the business of the Council of this provision?
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The PRESIDENT: I tgke it that if we put thls 1tem on the agenda today,
four days will have elapsed when the matter is voted upon next Tuesday.

lr., HOOD (Lustralia): I accept the President's statement with the
question as to the meaning of the word "submitted” in rule 107. Is a proposal
submitted until it is actually on the agenda?

U PAV HTIN (Burma): In reply to the representative of Australia,
rule ;OT ig very clear and I have merely asked for the inséription of this item on
the agenda. I think, therefore, that the Council should consider whether this

proposal should be inscribed on the agenda first and then rule 107 would apply
later,

Lir. KL.NG (China): I would like to seek some clarification; in fﬁct, I
should raise this after the Council has decided to approve this request. However,
I think for the information of my delegation I would like to esk the following
duestion: ©Should an amendment, as proposed by the representative of Burma, be
approved Ey the Council, will that rule, as amended, take immediate effect? 1In
other words, will that amendment, as proposed and approved, affect the present _
gituation in the Couneil? Does it mean that the Council will elect a President and
Vice=-President from January 1958%

U PAW HTIN (Burma): All I can say is that it would affect only this
calendar year and before I answer fully the question raised by the representative

of China, I would ask the President to be good enough to put my proposal toc a vote,

Ir. SMOLDEREN (Belgium) (interpretation from French): Before I can take

a position on the placing on the agenda of the proposal made by the representative
of Burma, I wpuld like to have some information from him regerding the urgency of
this quesfiﬁn. liy Burmese colleague has raised a problem which is undoubtedly of
interest, the problem of the possible candidature for the Y’residency of menbers who
are not permenent members of this Council. In accordance vith tradition, if

rule 19 vere not amended, the Presidgpcj would normally go to a member of the

Adninistering Povers in this Council. If this were the case, therefore, I do not
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see how the present situation could affect the candidature of non-administering

members of this Council during this year. The question will arise in 1958, but I
do not understand vwhy this question is so urgent that it must be raised during the
last few days of a session vhich has already been considerably delayeds I should

like my Burmese colleague to give me some explanation which will bear on my vote.

U _PAV ITIN (Burma): I think my proposal was quite clear. I proposed
that the Trusteecghip Council decide to amend the text of rule 19 of its rules of
procedure by substituting the word "Januery" for the word "June", so that the rule
would read: ' '

"The Trusteeship Council shall elect, at the beginning of its regular
session in January, a President and a Vice~-President from emong the
representatives of the members of the Trusteeship Council.”

In other words, my idea was that this amendment should teke irmediate effect from

the current year,

lr. SEARS (United States of America): May I ask & question from the
roint of wview of clarification regarding rule 107? I understand that all we are
considering nov is a matter of putting this item on the agenda. Are we to consider,
than, that by putting it on the agenda a propocal for amendment has been submitted,

or Goes it mean that vhen we meet on Tuesday the proposal will be submitted?

U PAV HTIN (Burma): Since my idee was to put my proposal on the agenda
of this session, in accordance with rule 107 I could put my proposal in vriting

after the Council has considered vhether the item should be put on the agenda.

lir, HOOD (Australia): In th. + case I think what you said earlier,
Mre President, should be taken very firmly into account because vhat we have beflore
us now is a proposal to place an item on the agenda. It is not a proposal for
anything else of a substantive nature and I think the representative of the
United States implied this. Therefore, rule 107 is applicable only from the day of
the submission of a substantive proposal in relation to ‘the item which it is

proposed to put on the agenda,
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The PRESIDENT: I think that the ruln is very clear. It stipulates

four days from the minute a proposal is ubmltted. Hovever, what happened in

the Council today was that the representat*ve of Burma asked to put an item on
the apende end then ha subm_tteu the proposal at the request of some members of,
the Council. Tﬂio is a situatlon which has not been faced before. However,

it is up to the Council to decide, as the Council is master of its own rules

of procedure.

, U PAY HT IV (Burma) Mr. President, I agrée;with your interpretation
of rule 107+ I merely asked for the inscription of this item., I have Jjust

explained my proposal but. I have not introduced it officially in writing.

lYr. HOOD (Australia): .Of course, any memher of the Council is
entitled ta ask for the inscrlption of an 1tcm on.the agenda, and it would be
unusual for the Council to refuse such a request, but there is a subsequent stage:

narely, the adoption of the agenda.

The BRESIDENT: What tﬁe_representative of Australia has saild is quite
corrects Now we have two thoughts on the matter:  first of all, to put an item.

cn the agenda, and then to adopt the agenda. After the item has been placed on
the agenda, if the Council considers that 1t has no time to discuss it, it can
' certainl& take a decision t6 postpone it until the next session. That is up
to the Council to decide, and that would be another decision.
Our .first concern today is wvhether or not we shall place this item cn the agenda,
Since the representative of Burma has asked me to put that proposal to the vote,
it is my duty to do so.
The proposal was_adopted by 7 votes to 1, with 6 abstentions.

The PRESIDENT: This proposal is placed on the agenda.' ¢ shéll not
carry this matter any further today. Anything that should be done will be done

at our next meeting.
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Mr. MUFTI (Syria) (interpretation from Freneh): I should like to
explain my vote rapidly. Iy celegation voted in favour of the inscription on
our agenda of this item proposed by Burma. Our reason for doing so was that
we wished to be consistent with the principle according to which any point proposed
by a member of the Council should be inscribed on the agenda. However, this
affirmative vote does not prejudge the position my delegation will adopt when
a vote is taken on the concrete proposal that the representative of Burma will

present to the Council.

The FRESIDENT: I should like to remind members of the Council that

the Standing Committee on Petitions and the Drafting Committee on Togoland under

French Administration will meet at 10.30 a.m. tomorrow. The Drafting Conrnittee
on the Cameroons under French Administration will meet at 2 p.ms If there

are no observations, the Council is adjourned until 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday.

The meeting rose at 5.25% p.m.






