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NOTE 

The present edition of the Final Act and Related Documents of the United 
Nations Maritime Conference has been reproduced from the text of the sig
nature -copy with the following editorial corrections in the Final Act and 
Annexes: 

Page 8: In the enumeration of the countries in. paragraph 2, • "Iran" has 
been placed before "Union of South Africa". 

Page 16: Annex B, 3rd paragraph: the word "Inter-Governmental" has 
been substituted for the word "International". • 

Page 17: Annex C.: the line "The United Nations Maritime Conference" 
has been inserted after the 3rd paragraph. 



. FIN AL ACT 

OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS MARITIME CONFERENCE 



FINAL ACT OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
MARITIME CONFERENCE 

The United Nations Maritime Conference was convened by the Eco~ 
nomic and Social Council of the United Nations by the following resolution 
adopted on the 28th ~arch 194 7 : • 

"The Economic and Social Council 

"Requests the -Secretary-General: 

" (a) To convene a_ con£ erence of interested· Governments to consider 
the establishment of an inter-governmental maritime organization. The · 
draft convention prepared by the United Maritime Consultative Council 
on this matter, concerning the scope and -the purpose of the proposed 
organization, will serve as a working paper forming the basis of discussion 
for the Con.£ erence. The Conference will __ also consider if the scope and 
purposes of_ the Organization should include t)le removal or prevention of 
unfair restrictive practices by shipping concerns; 

" ( b) To circulate the above-mentioned draft convention to all the 
Governments invited to the Conference; ..... 

" ( c) To inform the Governments which are invited to the. Con£ erence 
that any comments which they may wish to make on specific articles of the 
draft convention or amendments which they may wish to propose in advance 
of the Conference, should .be submitted to the Secretary-General for circula
tion to all Governments participating in the Conference and for considera
tion by the Con£ erence itself; 

" ( d) To draw up a provisional agenda for the Conference including 
. the items mentioned above; 

"(e) To invite all the Members of the United Nations and the follow
ing Governments to participate · in, the Con£ erence: Albania, Austria, Bul
garia, ·Ireland, Finland, Hungary, Italy, Portugal, Roumania, Switzerland, 
Transjordania, Yemen. 

"The Economic .and Social Council 

"Expresses the hope that the Governments invited to the Conference 
may give their respective delegations full powers enabling t~em to sign such 
Convention on the establishment of an inter-governmental maritime organ
ization as may be .concluded at the Conference. · • 
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"The Economic and Social Council 

"Requests the 'Secretary-General to invite the specialized agencies, 
inter-governmental organizations and international organizations in this 
field, as may be appropriate, to send observers to the Conference. The 
Conference shall meet, if practicable, in the autumn of 1947, at a place to 

' be determined by the Secretary-Qeneral after consultation with the Presi
dent of the Council." 

The United Nations Maritime Conference met in the City of Geneva 
from 19 February 1948 to 6 March 1948. • 

'I;he Governments of the 
Con£ erence by Delegations: 

following States . were represented at the 

Argentina 
Australia 
Belgium 
Brazil 
Canada 
Chile 
China 

. Colombia 
/ Czechoslovakia 

Denmark , 
Dominican Republic 

·Egypt 
Finland 
France 
Greece 
India 

Ireland 
Italy 
Lebanon 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
Panama 
Peru 

1/ Poland 
Portugal 
Sweden 

_ Switzerland 
Turkey 
United Kingdom 
United States of America. •• 

The Governments of the following States had 
ference: 

observers at the Con-

Cuba 
Ecuador / 

Iran 
Union of South Africa. 

Th~ following organizati~ns were represented by observers: 

A. Inter-governmental organizations 
International Labour Office 
World H~alth Organization 

• International Civil Aviation · Organizati~n 
International Telecommunication Union 
International Meteorological Organization. 

8 

/ 



B. Non-governmental organizations 
International Chamber of Commerce 
International Co-operative Alliance 
International Law Association 
International Transport Workers' Federation. 

The Conference had before it and used as a basis for discussion the 
draft agreement for an inter-governmental maritime organization prepared 
by the United Maritime Consultative Council. This document was sub
mitted as a working paper for the Conference in accordance with the resolu
tion adopted1 by the Economic and Social Council on the 28th of March 
194 7, at its fourth session, on the recommendation of its Transport and 
Communications Commission. 

On the basis of its deliberations, as recorded in the records and reports 
of the respective Committees, and of the plenary sessions, the Conference 
prepared and opened for signature and acceptance a CONVENTION ON THE 
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION. 

In addition, the Conference adopted the following resolutions: 

( 1 ) A resolution for the Establishment of a Preparatory Committee 
of the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization ( appended 
hereto as Annex A to this Final Act), 

( 2) A resolution on the Safety of Life at Sea Conference ( appended , 
hereto as Annex B to this Final Act) . 

( 3) A resolution relating to the Report of the Preparatory Committee 
of Experts on Co-or?~nation of Safety at Sea and in the Air ( appended 
hereto as Annex C to this Final Act). 

The Conference also approved the substance of a draft Agreement on 
R-elationship betweed the new organization and the United Nations 
( appended hereto as Annex D) · and decided that it be used as a basis for 
negotiations by the Preparatory Committee with . the United Nations in 
conformity with section 2 of the resolution establishing the Committee. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the r~pective representatives have signed this 
Final Act: 

DoNE in the City of Geneva _this sixth day of March 1948 in ·a single 
,,copy in the English, French and Spanish languages each text being equally 
authentic.* The original texts will be deposited with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations who will send certified copies to each of the Go~ern-
ments invited to send representatives to the Conference. . ' • 

* The delegates at the Conference placed their signatures after the English text only 
although it was understood that all three texts were equally authentic . . 
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Argentina 
Argentine 
Argentina 

Australia 
Australie 
Australia 

Belgium 
Belgique 
Belgica 

Brazil 
Bresil 
Brasil 

Canada 
·eanada 
Canada 

Chile . 
Chili 
Chile 

China 
Chine 
China 

Colombia 
Colombie 
Colombia 

-~~~~~ 
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Czechoslovakia 
T checoslovaquie 
Checoeslovaquia 



.: 

Denmark 
Danemark 
Dinamarca 

Dominican Republic 
Repub11que Doi:n~nicaine 
Republica Domm1cana 

Egypt~ 
Egypce -~--p,---
Egipto 

Finland 
Finlande 
Finlandia 

France 
France 
Francia 

Greece 
Grece 
Grecia 

India 
Incle 
India 

PR~ ~~~~1 

Ireland 
Irlande 

- Irlanda 

Italy 
Italic 
Italia 
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Lebanon 
Liban 
Ltbano 

Netherlands 
Pays-Bas 
Holanda 

New Zealand 
Nouvelle-Zelande 
Nueva Zelandia 

Norway 
Norvege 
Noruega 

Pakistan 
Pakisran 
Pakistan 

Panama 
Panama 
Panama 

Peru 
Perou 
Peru 

Poland 
Pologne 
Polonia 

Portugal 
Portugal 
Portugal 



Sweden 
Suede 
Suecia 

Switzerland 
Suisse 
Sui7..a 

f~ 

~~. I 

~~ 
Turkey 
Turquie 
Turqufa ~ -

United Kingdom of Greac Britain 
and Norchern Ireland • 

Royaume-Uni de Grande-Breragne 
er d'Jrlande du Nord 

Reino Unido de Ja Gran Brecana 
e lrlanda del Norte 

United Stares of America 
Ecats-Unis d·Amerique· 
Esrados U nidos de America 

The President of rhe Confe_rence 
Le President de la Conference 
El Presideme de la Conferencia .... , 

The Executive Secretary 
Le Secrecaire execurif 
El Secretario Ejecutivo 
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ANNEX A 

UNITED NATIONS MARITIME CONFERENCE 

RESOLUTION ON ESTABLISHMENT OF 

THE PREPARATORY Cm,IMITTEE OF THE 

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION 

The United Nations Maritime Conference convened on 19 February 1948 
in Geneva by the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations; 

Having agreed that an ·international organization to be known as the 
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization shall be established, 
and 

Having agreed upon a Convention for the Organization, 

Hereby resolves that a Preparatory Committee should be established, 

And r~solves, further, that: 

1. The Preparatory Committee of the Inter-Governmental Maritime Con- . 
sultative Organization shall consist of representatives of the following twelve 
States: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Greece, India, Nether
la_nds, Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom, and United States of America. 

2. The functions of the Preparatory Committee shall be: 

(a) To convene the first session of the Assembly of the Inter-Govern
mental Maritime Consultative Organization within three months from the date . 
on which the Convention of the Organization comes into force; 

(b) To prepare and submit to the Governments represented at the United 
Nations Maritime Conference, and to any other Governments which have 

. signed or accepted the Convention, at least six weeks before the first session 
of the Assembly · of the Organization, the provisional agenda for that session 
and necessary documents and recommendations relating thereto, including: 

(i) Proposals for the implementation of the functions of !he _Organiza
tion and a budget for the first two years of the Orgamzat1on, 

(ii) Draft rules of procedure, 
(iii) Draft financial and staff regulations; 

(c) To suggest a scale of contributions by members to the budget of the 
Organization; 

. . 

( d) To prepare a draft annex to the General Convention on the Privileges 
and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies in accordance with Part B of the 
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' resolution adopted by · the General Assembly of the United Nations on 21 
November 1947 relating to this subject; 

(e) To enter into negotiations with the United Nations with a view to 
the preparation of an agreement as contemplated in Article 57 of the Charter 
of the United Nations and in article 45 of the Con~ention, using as a basis the 
draft agreement approved by the United Nations Maritime Conference. 

In carrying out the functions of this section due consideration shall be 
given to the deliberations and decisions of the United Nations Maritime Con-
ference. • 

3. The first meeting of the Preparatory Committee shall be held in 
Geneva immediately after the conclusion of this Conference. 

4. The Preparatory Committee shall elect a Chairman and adopt its 
own rules of procedure. 

5. The expenses of the Preparatory Committee other than those of the 
members of the Committee shall be met from funds which Governments may 
advance .to the Committee or from funds which may be loaned by the United 
Nations. The Preparatory Committee shall explore the feasibility of obtaining 
a loan from the United Nations and, if mutually acceptable, may enter into 
a loan agreement. The obligation under any such loan would be considered 
by the Governments represented at the Conference as a first claim for repay· 
ment by the Inter-Government.al Maritime Consultative Organization within 
the first two years of its existence. In the event of advances of funds to the 
Preparatory Committee from Governments, such advances may be set off 
against the contributions of the Governments concerned to the Organization. 

6. The Prepa-ratory Committee may enter into agreement with the Secre
tary-General of the United Nations concerning the possible provision of person
nel and other secretarial services under mutually satisfactory arrangements. 

7. The Preparatory Committee shall cease to exist upon resolution of 
the first session of the Assembly of the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consulta
tive Organization. •• 
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ANNEX B 

·UNITED NATIONS MARITIME CONFERENCE 

RESOLUTION . ON THE SAFETY OF LIFE 

AT SEA CONFERENCE 

Whereas the United Nations Maritime Conference has approved a con
vention for the establishment of an Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization whose scope inciudes matters relating to maritime safety, and 

Where as the conference for the purpose of revising the Convention on 
Safety of Life at Sea of 1929, will be held in London in April 1948, and 

WhereaS' the matters to be considered by the Safety of Life at Sea Con
ference fall within the field of responsibilities covered by the Inter-Govern
mental Maritime Consultative Organization Convention, 

The United Nations Maritime Conference 

Recommends that the Safety of Life at Sea Conference examine the con
vention on the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization with 
a view to drafting provisions in its final acts which will take into account the 
duties and functions relating to maritime safety which have been accorded to 
the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization. 
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ANNEX C 

UNITED NATIONS MARITIME CONFERENCE 

RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE REPORT OF THE PREPARATORY 

COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS oN Co-ORDINATION OF SAFETY 

AT SEA AND IN THE AIR 

Whereas Part VII of the Convention on the Inter:-Governmental Maritime 
Consultative Organization places upon the Maritime Safety Committee the 
duty of co-ordinating its activities with those of other inter-governmental bodies 
in the field of transport and communications having an interest in maritime 
safety, and 

Whereas a special Preparatory Committee of Experts, representing inter
governmental organizations in the fields of aviation, meteorology, shipping 
and telecommunications, has recently met in London to consider principles for 
the co-ordination of activities in those four fields, 

Whereas the report of the Preparatory Committee ( circulated to the 
Conference as Documenl E/Conf.4/8) will be considered at the forthcoming 
conference to revise the Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, to be held 
in London in April, 1948. 

The United Nations Maritime Conference -

Resolves that this Conference direct its President to inform the Confer
ence ~n Safety of Life at Sea that the conclusions contained in paragraph 21 
of .the Report of the Preparatory Committee of Experts were taken into con
sideration by this Conference when drafting Part VII of the Inter-Govern
mental Maritime Consultative Organization Convention which establishes the 
Maritime Safety Committee. 
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ANNEX D 

UNITED NATIONS MARITIME CONFERENCE 

DRAFT AGREEMENT ON RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS 

AND THE INTER-GOVERNMENTAL MARITIME 

CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION 

Article 57 of the Charter of the United Nati~ns (herei~after called "the 
Charter") provides that specialized agencies, established by inter-governmental 
agreement and having wide international responsibilities as defined in their 
basic instruments in economic, social, cultural, educational, health and related 
fields, shall be brought into relationship with the United Nations. 

Part XII of the Convention on the Inter-Governmental Maritime Con
sultative Organization provides that the Inter-Governmental Maritime Con
sultative Organization (hereinafter called "the Organization") shall be brought 
into relationship with the United Nations as one of the specialized agencies 
referred to in Article 57 of the Charter of the United Nations . 

. Therefore the United Nations and the Organization agree as follows: 

Article I 

The United Nations recognizes the Organization as the specialized agency 
responsible for taking such action as may be appropriate under its basic instru-
ment for the accomplishment of the purposes set forth therein. ·· • 

Article II 

RECIPROCAL REPRESENTATION 

1. The United Nations shall be invited to send representatives to attend 
the meetings of the Assembly of the Organization, the Council, the Maritime 
Safety Committee, any subsidiary organs, and .such conferences as the Organ- ' 
ization may convene, and to participate, without vote, in the deliberations of 
these bqdies. • 

2. The Organization shall be invited to send representatives to attend 
meetings of the Economic and Social . Council ~£. the Un~ted Nations ~nd of 
its commissions and committees, and to participate, without vote, m the 
deliberations of these bodies, with respect to items on their :agenda relating to 
matters within the scope of the activities of the Organization. 

3. The Organization shall be · invited to send representatives to attend 
meetings of the General Assembly of the Unite~ ~-ations for purpo~es ?f con
sultation on matters within the scope of the activities of the Organization. 
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4. The Organization shall he invited to send repr~sentatives to attend 
meetings of the main committees of the General_Assembly when matters within 
the scope of its activities are under discussion and to participate, without vote; 
in such discussions. 

, 
5. The Organization shall be invited to send representatives to attend the -

meetings of the Trusteeship Council and to participate, without vote, in the 
deliberations thereof with respect to items on the agenda relating to matters 
within the scope of its activities. 

6. Written statements of the Organization shall · be distributed by the 
Secretariat of the United Nations to the M~mbers of the General Assembly, 
the Economic and Social Council and its commissions, and the Trusteeship 
Council as appropriate. Similarly, written statements presented by the United 
Nations shall be distributed as soon as possible by the secretariat of the Organ
ization to all members of the Organization. 

Article III 

PROPOSAL OF AGENDA ITEMS 

Subject to such preliminary consultation as may be necessary, the Organ
ization shall include on the agenda of the Assembly, Council and the Maritime 
Safety Committee, items proposed to it by the United Nations. Similarly, the 
Economic and Social Council and its commissions and the Trusteeship Council 
shall include on their provisional agenda: items proposed by the Assembly or 
Council. 

Article IV 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

1. The Organization having regard to the obligation of the United 
Nations to promote the objectives set forth in Article 55 of the Charter and 
the functions and powers of the Economic and Social Council, under Article 62 
of the Charter, to make or initiate studies and reports with respect to inter
national economic, cultural, educational, health and related matters and to 
make recommendations concerning these matters to the specialized agencies 
concerned, and having regard also to the responsibility of the United Nations, 
under Articles 58 and 63 of the Charter, to make recommendations for the 
co-ordination of the policies and activities of such specialized agencie~, agrees 
to arrange for the submission, as soon as possible to the Assembly, the Council, 
as appropriate, of all formal recommendations which the United Nations may 
make to it. • 

2. The Organization agrees to enter into consultation with the United 
Nations upon request, with respect to such recommendations, and in due 
course to report to the United Nations on the action taken by 

0

the Organiza
tion or by its members, to give effect to such recommendations, or on the 
other results of their consideration. 
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3. The Organization affirms its · intention of co-operating in whatever 
further measures may · be necessary to make co-ordination of the policy and 
activities of specialized agencies and those of the United Nations fully effec_. 
tive. In particular, it agrees to participate in, and to co-operate with any 

, bodies which the Economic and Social Council has established or may establish 
for the purpose of facilitating such co-ordination and to furnish such informa
tion as may be required for the carrying out of this purpose. 

Article V 

EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS 

· 1. Subject to such arrangements as may be necessary for the safeguarding 
of confidential material, the fullest and promptest exchange of appropriate 
information and documents shall be made between the United Nations and . . 

' the Organization. 

2. Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of paragraph 1: 

(a) The Organization agrees to transmit to the United Nations regular 
reports on the activities of the Organization and programmes of operation for 
each ensuing year; • 

(b) The. Organization agrees to comply to the fullest extent practicable 
with any request which the United Nations may make for the furnishing of 
.special reports, studies or information, subject_ to the conditions set forth in 
article XV; . and 

(c) The Secretary-General of the · United Nations shall upon request, 
consult with the Secretary-General of the Organization regarding the provision 
to the Organization of such information as may be of special interest to the 
Organization. • 

Article VI 

AssISTANCE To THE SECURITY CouNCIL 

The Organization agrees to co-operate with the Economic and Social 
·council in furnishing such .information and rendering such assistance to the 
,Security Council as that Council may request, including assistance in carrying 
out decisions of the Security Council for the maintenance or restoration of 
°international peace and security. 

Article VII 

AssISTANCE To THE TRUSTEESHIP CouNCIL 

, The Organization agrees to co-operate with the Trusteeship Cou~cil in 
)he carrying-out of its functions and in particular agrees that it will, to the 
.greatest extent possible, render such assistance as the Trusteeship Council may 
·request, in regard to matters with which the Organization is concerned. 
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Article Vil] 

NaN-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES 

/ 

The Organization agrees to co-operate with the Members of the United 
Nations concerned in giving effect to the principles and obligations set forth 
in Chapter XI of the Charter with regard to matters affecting the well~being 
and development of the peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories. -

Article IX 

RELATIONS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

1. The Organization agrees to furnish any information which may be 
requested by the International Court of Justice in pursuance of article 34 of 
the Statute of the Court. 

2. The General Assembly authorizes the Organization to request advisory 
opinions of the International Court of Justice on legal questions arising within 
the scope of its activities other than questions concerning the mutual relation
ships of the Organization and the United Nations or other specialized agencies. 

3. Such request may be addressed to the Court by the Assembly, or by 
the Council acting in pursuance of an authorization by the Assembly. 

4. When requesting the International Court of Justice to give an advisory 
opinion, the Organization shall inform the Economic and Social Council of 
the. request. 

Article X · 

PERSONNEL ARRANGEMENTS 

1. The United Nations and the Organization recognize that the eventual 
development of a single unified international civil service is desirable from the 

.,11~tandpoint of effective administrative co-ordination, and, with this end in view, 
agree to develop common personnel standards, methods and arrangements 
designed to avoid serious discrepancies in terms and conditio~s of employment, . 
fo avoid competition in recruitment of personnel, and to facilitate interchange 
of personnel in order to obtain the maximum benefit from their services. 

2. The United Nations and the Organization agree to co-operate to the 
fullest extent possible in achieving these ends and in particular they agree to: 

(a) Participate in the International Civil Service Advisory Board estab~ 
lished for the purpose of contributing to the improvement of recruitment and 
related phases of personnel administration· in all of the international organ
izations; 

( b ). Consult together concerning other matters relating to the employ
mer{t of their officers and staff, including conditions of service, • dur~tion o( 
appointments, classification, salary scales and allowances, retirement and pen-
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sion_ rig~ts and staff regulations and rules with a view to securing as much 
uniformity in these matters as shall be found practicable; 

( C) Co-operate in the interchange of personnel, when desirable, on a 
temporary or permanent basis, making due· provision for the retention of 
seniority and pension rights; 

( d) Co0operate in the establishment and operation of suitable machinery 
for the settlement of disputes arising in ~onnexion with the employment of 
personnel and related matters. 

Article XI 

STATISTICAL SERVICES 

1. The United Nations and the Organization agree to strive for maximum 
co-operation, the elimination of all undesirable duplication between them, and 
the most efficient use of their technical personnel in their respective collection, 
analysis, publication and dissemination of statistical information. They agree 
to combine their efforts to secure the greatest possible usefulness and utiliza
tion of statistical information and to minimize the burdens placed upon 
national Governments and other organizations from which such information 
may be collected: 

2. The Organization recognizes the United Nations as the central agency 
for the collection, analysis, publication, standardization and improvement of 
statistics serving the general purposes of international organizations. 

3. The United Nations recognizes the Organization as the appropriate 
agency for the collection, analysis, publication, standardization and improve
ment of statistics within its special sphere, without prejudice to the right of 
th~ United Nations to concern itself with such statistics so far as they may be 
essential for its own purposes or for the improvement of statistics throughout 
the world. 

4. It is recognized as desirable that the collection of statistical informa
tion should not be duplicated by the United Nations or any of the specialized 
agencies whenever it is practicable for any of them to utilize information or 
materials which another may have available. 

5. In order to build up a central collection of statistical information for 
general use, it is agreed that data supplied to the Organization for incorpora
tion in its basic statistical series or special reports should, so far as practicable, 
be made available to the United Nations on request. 

Article XII 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND TECHNICAL SERVICES 

1. The United Nations and the Organization recognize the desirability, 
in the interest of administrative and technical uniformity and of the most 
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efficient use of personnel and resources, of avoiding, _whenever possible, the -
establishment and operation of competitive or overlapping facilities and services 
among the United Nations and the specialized agencies. 

2. Accordingly, the United _ Nations and the Organization agree to con
sult together concerning the establishment and use of common administrative 
and technical services and facilities in addition to those referred to in articles 
X, XI and XIII, in so far as the establishment and use of such services may 
from time to time be found practicable and appropriate. 

3. Arrangements shall be made between the United Nations and the 
Organization' in regard to the registration and deposit of official documents. 

4. Officials of the Organization shall have the right to use the laissez
passer of the United Nations in accordance with special arrangements to be 
negotiated between the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the com
petent authorities of the Organization. 

Article XIII 

BUDGETARY AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

1. The Organization recognizes the desirability of establishing _ close 
budgetary and financial relationships with the United Nations in order that 
the administrative operations of the United Nations and of the specialized 
agencies shall be carried out in the most efficient and economical manner 
possible, and that the maximum measure of co-ordination and uniformity with 
respect to these operations shall be secured. 

2. The following arrangements shall gov~rn budgetary, and financial rela: 
tionships between the United Nations and the Organization: 

(a) In the preparation of the budgetary estimates of the Organization, 
the secretariat of the Organization shall consult with · the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations with a view to achieving, in so far as practicable, uni
formity in presentation of the budgets of the United Nations and of the 
specialized agencies for the purpose of providing a basis for comparison of the 
several budgets. • 

( b) The Organization agrees to transmit its budget or budgetary estimates 
to the United Nations by 1 July of the preceding year or such other date as 
may be agreed upon by the United Nations and the Organization. The Gen
eral Assembly shall examine the budget or budgetary estimates of the Organiza
tion and may make recommendations to it concerning any item or items con- _ 
tained therein. -

( c) Representatives of the Organization shall be entitled to participate, 
, without vote, in the deliberations .of the General Assembly or any committee 

thereof or established by it at all times when the budget of the Organization 
or general administrative or financial questions affecting the Organization are 
under consideration. -
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{d) The United Nations may undertake the collection of contributions 
from those members of the Organization which are also Members of the , 
United Nations in accordance with such arrangeinents as may be defined by 
a later agreemen_t bet~een the United Nations and the Organization. 

{e) The United Nations shall, upon its own initiative or upon the request 
'of the Organization, arrange for studies to be undertaken concerning other 
financial and fiscal questions of interest to the Organization and to other spe ... 
cialized agencies · with a view to the provision of common services and the 
securing of uniformity in such matters. 

• (/) The Organization agrees to conform, as far as may be practicable, to 
standard practices and forms recommended by the United Nations. 

Article XIV 

FINANCING OF SPECIAL SERVICES 

1. In the event. of the Organization being faced with the necessity of 
incurring substantial extra expense as a result of any request which the United 
Nations may make for special reports, studies or assistance in accordance with 
articles V, VI, or VII, or with other provisions of this agreement, consultation 
sha,11 ta~e place with a view to determining· the most equitable manner in 
which such expense shall be borne. 

.. 2. Consultation between the United Nations and the Organization shall 
similarly take place with a view to making such arrangements as may be found 
equitable for covering the costs of central administrative, technical or fiscal ' 
services or facilities or other special assistance provided by the United Nations. 

Article XV 

INTER-AGENCY AGREEMENTS 

. The Organization agrees to inform the Economic and Social Council of 
the nature and scope of any formal agreement contemplated and to notify the 
_Council of the conclusion of any formal agreement between the Organization 
and any other specialized agency; inter-governmental organizations, or non
governmental organizations. 

Article XVI 

LIAISON 

1. The United Nations and the Organization agree to the foregoing pro
visions in _. the belief that they will contribute to the maintenance of effective 
liaison between the two organizations. They affirm their intention of taking 
whatever further measures may be necessary to make this liaison fully effective. 

· 2. The liaison arrangements provided for in the foregoing articles of this 
Agreement apply as far as appropriate to the relations between such branch 
or regional offices as may be established by the two Organizations as well as 
between their central machinery. • • 
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Article XVII 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations and the appropriate 
authority of the Organization may enter into such supplementary arrangements 
for the implementation of this agreement as may be found desirable. 

Article XVIII 

REVISION 

The agreement shall be subject to revision by agreement between the United 
Nations and the Organization. 

Article XIX 

ENTRY INTO FORCE 

This agreement shall come into force on its approval ' by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations and the Assembly of the Organization . 

• 
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CONVENTION 

ON THE 

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL MARITIME 

CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION . 



CONVENTION ON THE INTER-GOVERNMENTAL 
MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION 

The States parties to the present Convention hereby establish the 
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization (here~nafter re
f erred to as "the Organization") . 

PART I. 

PURPOSES OF THE ORGANIZATION 

Article 1 : • 

The purposes of the Organization are: 

(a) To provide machinery for co-operation among Governments in 
the field of governmental , regulation and practices relating to technical 
matters of all kinds affecting shipping engaged in international trade, and 
to encourage the general adoption of the highest practicable standards in 
matters concerning maritime safety and efficiency of navigation; 

( b) To encourage the removal of discriminatory action and unneces
sary restrictions by Governments affecting shipping engaged in interna
tional trade so as to promote the availability of shipping services to the 
commerce of the world without discrimination; assistance and encourage
ment given by a Government for the development · of its national shipping 
arid for purposes of security does not in itself constitute discrimination, pro
vided that such assistance and encouragement is not based on measures 
designed to restrict the freedom of 1shipping of all flags to take part in 
international trade; 

( c) To provide for the consideration by the Organization of matters 
concerning unfair restrictive practices by shipping concerns in accordance 
with' Part ti; ' 

. ( b) To provide for the consideration by the Organization of any 
matters concerning shipping that may be referred t~, it by any organ or 
specialized agency of the United Nations; 

( e) To provide for the exchange of information among Governments 
on matters under consideration by the Organization. 
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PART II 

FUNCTIONS 

Article 2 

The functions of the Organization shall be consultative and advisory. 

Article 3 

In order to achieve the purpos-::s set out in Part I, the functions of the 
Organization shall be: 

(a) Subject to the provisions · of article 4, to consider and make 
recommendations upon matters arising under article 1 (a), ( b) and ( c) 
that may be remitted to it by members, by any organ or specialized agency 
of the United Nations or -by any other inter-governmental organization or 
upon matters referred to it under article 1 ( d) ; 

( b) To provide for the drafting of. conventions, agreements, or other 
suitable instruments, and to recommend these to Governments and to inter
governmental organizations, and to convene such conferences as may be 
necessary; 

• ( c) To provide machinery for consultation among members and the 
exchange of information among Governments. 

Article 4 

In those matters which appear to the Organization capable of settle
ment through the normal processes of international shipping business the 
Organization shall so recommend. When, in the opinion of the Organiza
tion, any matter concerning unfair restrictive practices by shipping concerns -
is incapable of settlement through the normal processes of international 
shipping business, or has in fact so proved, and provided it shall first have 

• been the subject of direct negotiations between the Members concerned, the 
Organization shall, at the request of one of thos~ Members, consider the 
matter. 
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PART III 

MEMBERSHIP 

Article 5 

Membership in the Organization shall be· open to all States, subject to 
the provisions of Part III. • 

Article 6 

Members of the United Nations may become members of the Organ
ization by becoming parties to the Convention in accordance with the pro-
visions of article 57. • 

Article 7 

States not members of the United Nations which have been invited to 
send representatives to the United Nations Maritime Conference convened 
in Geneva on 19 February 1948, may become members by becoming 
parties to the Convention in accordance with the provisions of article 5 7. 

Article 8 

Any State not entitled to become a member under article 6 or 7 may 
apply through the Secretary-General of the Organization to become a 
member and shall be admitted as a member upon its becoming a party to 
the Convention in accordance with the provisions of article 5 7 provided 
that, upon the recommendation of the Council, its application has been 
approved by two-thirds of the members other than associate _members. 

Article 9 

Any Territory or group of Territories to which the Convention has. 
been made applicable under article 58, by the member having responsibility 
for its international relations or by the United Nations, may become an 
associate member of the Organization by notification in writing given by • 

. such member or by the United Nations, as the case may be, to the Secretary
General of the United Nations. 

Article JO 
" 

An associate member shall have the rights and obligations of a member 
under the Convention except that it shall not have the right to_ vote in the 
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Assembly or be eligible for membership on the Council or on the Maritime 
Safety Committee and subject to this the word "member" in the Conven
tion shall be deemed to include associate member unless the context other
wise requires. 

Article 11 

No State or Territory may become or remain a member of the Organ
ization contrary to a resolution of the General · Assembly of the United 
Nations. 

PART. IV 

,· ORGANS 

Article 12 

The Organization shall consist of an Assembly, a Council, a Maritime 
Safety Committee, and such subsidiary organs as the Organization may at 
any time consider necessary; and a Secretariat. 

PART V 

THE ASSEMBLY 

Article 13 

The Assembly shall consist of all the members. 

Article 14 . 

Regular sessions of the Assembly shall take place once every two years. 
Extraordinary sessions shall be convened after a notice of sixty days when
ever one-third • of the members give notice to the. Secretary-General that 
they desire a session .to be arranged, or at any time if deemed necessary 
by the Council, after a notice of sixty days. . • • 

• Article 15 
• 

A majority of the members other than: associate members shall consti-
tute a quorum for the meetings of the Assembly. 
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Article 16 

The function~ of the Assembly shall be: 

(a) . To elect at ~ach regular session from among its members, other 
than associate members, its President and two Vice-Presidents who shall 

· hold office until the next regular session; • _ -

( b) To determine its own rules of procedure except as othe·rwise pro
vided in the Convention; 

( c) To establish any temporary or, . upon recommendation of the 
. Council, permanent subsidiary bodies it may consider to be necessary; 

( d) To elect the members to be represented on. the Council, as pro
vided in article 17, and on the Maritime Sa£ ety Committee as provided in 
article 28; ' 

( e) To receive and consider the reports of the Council, and to decide 
upon any question referred to it by the Council; 

(f) To vote the budget and determine the financial arrangements of 
the Organization, in accordance with Part IX; 

(g) • To review the expenditures and approve the accounts of the 
Organization; ' 

( h) To perform the functions of the Organization, provided that in 
matters . relating to article 3 (a) and ( b), the . Assembly shall ref er · such 
matters to the Council for formulation by it of any recommendations or 
instruments thereon; provided further that any recommendations or instru
ments submitted to the Assembly by the Council and not accepted by the 
Assembly shall be ref erred back to the Council . for further consideration 
with such observations as the Assembly may make; 

( i) To recommend to members for adoption regulations concerning 
maritime safety, or amendments to ·such regulations, which have · been 
referred to it by the Maritime Safety Committee through the Council; 

(j) To refer to the Council for consideration or decision any matters 
within the scope of the Organization, except that the function of making 
recommendations under paragraph (i) of this article shall not be delegated. 
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PART VI 

THE COUNCIL 

Article 17 

The Council shall consist of sixteen members and shall be composed 
as follows: • 

(a) Six shall be Governments of the nations with the largest interest 
in providing international shipping services; 

( b) Six shall be Governments of other nations with the largest interest 
in international seaborne trade; 

( c) Two shall be elected by the Assembly from among the Govern
ments of nations having a substantial interest in providing international 
shipping services, and 

( d) Two shall be elected by the Assembly from among the Govern
ments of nations having a substantial interest in international seaborne trade. 

In accordance with the principles set forth in this article the first 
Council shall be constituted as provided in Appendi?C I to the present 
Convention. 

Article 18 

Except as provided in Appendix I to the present Convention, the 
Council shall determine for the purpose of article 1 7 (a), the members, 
Governments of nations with the largest interest in providing international 
shipping services, and shall also determine, for the purpose of article 17 ( c), • 
the members, Governments of nations having a substantial interest in pro
viding such services. Such determinations shall be made by a majority 

· ·vote of the Council including the concurring votes of a majority of the
members represented on the Council tinder article 17 (a) and ( c). The 
Council shall further determine for the purpose of article 17 ( b), the 
members, Governments of nations with the largest interest in international • 
seaborne trade. Each Council shall make these determinations at a reason
able time before each regular session of the Assembly. 

Article 19 

Members represented on the Council in accordance with article 17 
shall hold office until the end of the next regular session of the Assembly. 
Members shall be eligible for re-election. 
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Article20 
' 

(a) The Council shall elect its Chairman and adopt its own rules of 
procedure except as otherwise provided in the Convention. 

( b) Twelve members of the Council shall constitute a quorum. 

(c) The Council shall meet upon one month's notice as often as may 
be necessary for the efficient discharge of its duties upon the summons of 
its Chairman or upon request by not less than four of its members. It shall 
meet at such places as may be convenient. 

Article 21 

The Council shall invite any member to participate, without vote, in 
its deliberations on any matter of particular concern to that member. 

Article 22 

(a) The Council shall receive the recommendations and reports of the 
Maritime Safety Committee and shall transmit them to the Assembly and, 
when the Assembly is not in session, to the members for information, to
gether with the comments and recommendations of the Council. • 

( b) Matters within the scope of article 29 shall be considered by the 
Council only after obtaining the views of the Maritime Safety Committee 
thereon. 

Article 23 

The Council, with the approval of the Assembly, shall appoint the 
Secretary-General. The Council shall also make provision for the appoint
ment of such other personnel as may be necessary, and determine the terms 
and conditions of service of the. Secretary-General and other personnel, 
which terms and conditions shall conform as far as possible with those of 
the United Nations and its specialized agencies. 

Article 24 

The . Council shall make a report to the Assembly at each regular 
session on the work of the Organization since the previous regular session 
of the Assembly. 

Article 25 

The Council shall submit to the Assembly the budget estimates and 
the financial statements of the Organization, together with its comments 
and recommendations. • 
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Article 26 

• The Council may enter into agreements ·or a~angements covering the 
relationship of the Organization with other organizations, as provided for 
in Part XII. Such agreements or arrangements shall. be subject .to approval 
by the Assembly. . •• . . 

Article 27 

Between sessions of the Assembly, the Coun.cil shall perform all the 
functions of the Organization, except the function of making re~ommenda
tions under article 16 ( i) . 

PART VII 

MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE 

Article 28 

(a) The Maritime Safety Committee shall consist of fourteen members 
. elected by the Assembly from the members, Governments of those nations 
having an important interest in maritime · safety, of which not less than 
eight shall be the largest ship-owning nations, and the remainder shall be 
elected so as to ensure adequate representation of members; Governments 
of other nations with an important interest in maritime safety, such as 
nations interested in the supply of large numbers of crews or in the carriage 
of large numbers of berthed and unberthed passengers, and of major geo
graphical areas. 

( b) Members shall be elected for a term of four years and shall be 
eligible for re-election. 

Article 29 

( a) The Maritime Safety Committee shall have the duty of consider
ing any matter within the scope of the Organization and concerned with 
aids to navigation, construction and equipment of vessels, manning from a 
safety standpoint, rules for the prevention of collisions, handling of danger
ous cargoes, maritime safety . procedures an~ require~ents, hydrographic 
information, log-books and navigational records, marine casualty investiga
tion, salvage and rescue, and any other matters directly affecting maritime 

safety. 

36 



( b) The Maritime._Safety Committee shall provide machinery for per
forming any duties assigned to it by the Convention, or by the Assembly, 
or any duty within the scope of this article which may be assigned to it by 
any other inter~governmental instrument. . 

( c) . Having regard to the provisions of Part XII, the Maritime Safety 
_Committee shall have the duty of maintaining such close relationship with 
other inter-governmental bodies concerned with transport and communi
cations as may further the object of the Organization in promoting maritime 

. safety and facilitate the co-ordination of activities in the fields of shipping, 
aviation, telecommunications and meteorology with respect to safety and 
rescue. 

Article 30 

The Maritime Safety Committee, through the Council, shall: 

(a) . Submit to the Assembly at its regular sessions proposals made by 
members for safety . regulations or for amendments to existing safety regu- . 
lations, together with its comments or recommendations thereon; 

( b) Report to the Assembly on the work of the Maritime Safety Com
mittee since the previo~s regular session of the Assembly. 

Artie!~ 31 

The Maritime Safety Committee shall meet once a year and at other 
times upon request of any five of its members. It shall elect its officers once 
a year and shall adopt its own rules of procedure. A majority of its mem
bers shall constitute a quorum. 

Article 32 

The Maritime Safety Committee shall invite any member to partici~ 
pate, without vote, in its deliberations on any matter of particular concern 
to that member. ' 

PART VIII 

THE SECRETARIAT 

Article 33 

The Secretariat shall comprise the Secretary-General, a Secretary of 
.< the Maritime Safety Committee and such staff as the Organization may 
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require. The Secretary-General shall be the chief., administrative officer of 
the Organization, and shall, subject to the provisions of article 23, appoint 
the above-mentioned personnel. 

Article 34 

The Secretariat shall m_aintain all such records as may be necessary for 
the efficient discharge of the functions of the Organization and shall pre
pare, collect and circulate the papers, documents, agenda, minutes and 
information that may be required for the work of the Assembly, the Council, 
the Maritime Safety Committee, and such subsidiary organs as the Organ
izati"on may establish. 

Article 35 

The· Secretary-General shall prepare and submit to the Council the 
financial statements for each year and the budget estimates on a biennial 
basis, with the estimates for each year shown separately. 

Article 36 

The Secretary-General shall keep members informed with respect to 
the activities of the Organization. Each member may appoint one or more 
representatives for the purpose of communication with the Secretar-y
General. 

Article 37 

In the performance of their duties the Secretary-General and the staff 
shall not seek or receive instructions from any Government or from any 
authority external to the . Organization. They shall refrain from any action 
which might reflect on their position as international officials. Each member •• 
on its part undertakes to respect the exclusively international character of 
the responsibilities of the Secretary-General and the staff _and _not to seek 
to influence them in the discharge of their responsibilities. 

Article 38 

The Secretary-General shall perform such other tasks as may be 
assigned to him by the Convention, the Assembly, the Council and the 
Maritime Safety Committee. 
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PART IX 

FINANCES 

Article 39 

Each member shall bear the salary, travel and other expenses of its 
own delegation to the Assembly and of its representatives on the Council, 
the Maritime Safety Committee, · other · committees and subsidiary bodies. • 

Article 40 

The Council shall consider the financial statements and budget esti
. mates prepared by the Secretary-General and submit them to the Assembly 

with its comments and recommendations. • 

Article 41 

(a) Subject to any agreement between the Organization and the 
United Nations, the Assembly_shall review and approve the budget estimates. 

( b) The Assembly shall apportion the expenses among the members · 
in accordance with a scale to be fixed by it after consideration of the pro
posals of the Council thereon. 

Article 42 

Any member which fails . to discharge its financial obligation to the 
Organization within one year from the date on which it is due, shall have 
no vote in the Assembly, the Council, or the Maritime · Safety Committee 
unless the Assembly, at its discretion, waives ~his provision. 

PART X 

VOTING 

Article 43 

The following provisions shall apply to voting in the Assembly, the 
Council and the Maritime Safety Committee: 

(a) Each member shall have one vote. 
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( b) Except as otherwise provided in the Convention or in any inter
national agreement which con£ ers functions on the Assembly, the Council, 
or the Maritime Safety Committee, decisions of these organs shall be by a 
majority vote of the members present and voting and, for decisions where 
a two-thirds majority vote is required, by a two-thirds majority vote of those 
present. 

( c) For the purpose of the Convention, the phrase "members present 
and voting" means "members present and casting an affirmative or negative 
vote". Members which abstain from voting shall be considered as not 
voting. 

PART XI 

HEADQUARTERS OF _ THE ORGANIZATION 

Article 44 

(a) The headquarters of the Organization shall be established m 
London . .. 

( b) The Assembly may by a two-thirds majority vote change the site 
of the headquarters if necessary. 

( c) The Assembly may hold sessions in any place other than the head
quarters if the Council deems it necessary. • 

PART XII 

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 

AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

Article 45 

The Organization shall be brought into relationship with·the United 
Nations in accordance with Article 57 of the Charter of the United Nations 
as the specialized agency -in the field of ·shipping, This relationship shall be 
effected through an agreement with the United Nations under Article 63 
of the Charter of the United _ Nations, which agreement shall b~ co,ncluded 
as provided in article 26. • 
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Article 46 

The Organization shall co-operate • with any specialized agency of the 
United . Nations . in matters which may be the common concern of the 
Organization and of such specialized agency, and shall consider such mat
ters and act with respect to them in accord with such specialized agency. 

Article 47 
· -

The Organization may, on matters within its scope, co-operate with 
other inter-governmental organizations which are not specialized agencies 
of the United Nations, but whose interests and activities are related to the 
purposes of the Organization. 

Article 48 

The Organization may, on matters within its scope, make suitable 
. arrangements for consultation and co-operation with non-governmental 
international organizations. 

Article 49 . 

Subject to approval by · a two-thirds majority vote of the Assembly, 
the Organization may take over from any other international organizations, 
governmental or non-governmental, such functions, resources and obliga
tions within the scope of the Organization as may be transferred to the 
Drganization by . international ag~eements or by mutually acceptable 
arr·angements entered into between competent authorities of the respective 
organizations. Similarly, the Organization may take over any administra~ 
tive functions which are ·within its scope and which have been entrusted to 
a Government under the terms of any international instrument. 

PART XIII 

LEGAL CAPACITY, PRMLEGES AND IMMUNITIES 

Article 50 

The legal capacity, privileg~ and immunities to be accorded to, or in 
connexion with, the Organization, shall be derived from and governed by 
the General Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized 
Agencies apprcwed by the General Assembly of the United Nations on the 
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21st November, 1947, subject to such modifications as may be set forth in 
the final ( or revised) text of the Annex approved by · the Organization in 
accordance with sections 36 and 38 of the said General Convention. 

Article 51 

-Pending its accessio~ to the said General Convention in respect of the 
Organization, each member undertakes to apply the provisions of Appendix 
II to the present Convention. • 

PART XIV 

AMENDMENTS 

Article 52 

Texts of proposed amendments to the Convention shall be communi
cated by the Secretary-General to members at least six months in advance 
of their consideration by the Assembly. • Amendments shall be ·adopted by 
a two-thirds majority vote of the Assembly, including the concurring votes 
of a majority of 'the members represented ori the Council. Twelve months 
after its acceptance by two-thirds of the members of the Organization, other 
than associate members, each amendment shall come into force for ·all 
members except those which, before it comes into force, make a declaration 
that they do not accept the amendment. The Assembly may by a two-thirds 
majority vote determine at the time of its adoption that an amendment is 

- of such a nature that any member which has made such a declaration and 
which does not accept the amendment within a period of twelve months 
after the amendment comes into force shall, upon the expiration of this 
period, cease to be a party to the Convention. • 

Article 53 

• Any amendment adopted under article 52 shall be deposited with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, who will immediately forward a 
copy of the amendment to all members. 

Article 54 

A declaration or _acceptance· under article 52 shall be made by the 
communication of an instrument to the Secretary-General for deposit with 

42 



the Secretary-General ·of the United Nations. The Secretary-General will 
notify members of the receipt of any such instrument and of the date when 
the amendment enters into force. 

PART XV 

INTERPRETATION 

Article 55 

Any question or dispute concerning the interpretation or application 
of the Convention shall be referred for settlement to the Assembly, or shall 
be settled in such other manner as the parties to the dispute agree. Nothing 
in this article shall preclude the Council or the Maritime Safety Committee 
from settling any such question or dispute that may arise during the exrrcise 
of their functions. 

Article 56 

Any legal question which cannot be settled as provided in article 55 
. shall be referred by the Organization to the International Court of Justice 
for an advisory opinion in accordance with Article 96 of the Charter of the 
United Nations. 

PART XVI 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Article 57. Signature and Acceptance 

Subject to the provisions of Part III the present Convention shall 
remain open for signature or acceptance and States may become parties 
to the Convention by: ' 

(a) Signature without reservation as to acceptance; 

( b) Signature subject to acceptance followed by acceptance; or 

( c) Acceptance. 

Acceptance shall pe effected by the deposit of an instrument with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
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Article 58. Territories 

(a) Members may make a declaration at any time that their partid
pation in the Convention includes all or a group or a single one of the 
Territories for whose international relations they are responsible. 

( b) The Convention does not apply to Territories for whose inter
national relations members are responsible unless a declaration to that effect 
has been made on their behalf under the provisions of paragraph (a) of 
this article. 

( c) A declaration made under paragraph (a) of this article shall be 
communicated to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and a copy 
of it will be forwarded by him to all States invited to the United Nations 
Maritime Conference and to such other States as may have become . 
members. 

(d) In cases where under a Trusteeship Agreement the United Nations 
is the administering authority, the United Nations may accept the Conven
tion on behalf of one, several, or all of the Trust Territories in accordance 
with the procedure set forth in article 57. . . 

Article 59. Withdrawal 

(a) Any member may withdraw from the Organization by written 
notification given to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who will 
immediately inform the other members and the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of such notificatioh. Notification of withdrawal may be given 
at any time after the expiration of twelve months from the date on which 
the Convention has come into force. The withdrawal shilll take effect upon 
the expiration of twelve months from the date on which such written notifi
cation is received by the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

( b) The application of the Convention to a Territory or group of 
Territories under article 58 may at any time be terminated by written 
notification given to the Secretary-General of the "(Jnited Nations by the 
member responsible for its international relations or, in the case of a Trust 
Territory of which the United Nations is the administering authority, by 
the United Nations. The Secretary-General of the United Nations will 
immediately inform all members and the Secretary-General of the Organ
ization of such notification. The notification shall take effect upon the 

. expiration of twelve months from the date on which it is received by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. ' . . . • 
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PART XVII 

ENTRY INTO FORCE 

Article 60 

The present Convention shall enter into force on the date wheri 21 
States of which seven shall each have a total tonnage of not less than 
1,000,000 gross tons of shipping, have become parties to the Convention 
in accordance with article 5 7. 

Article 61 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations will inform all States 
invited to the United Nations Maritime Conference and such other States 

. as may have become Members, of the date when each State becomes party 
to the Convention, and also of the date on . which the Convention enters 
into force. • 

Article 62 

The present Convention, of which the English, French and Spanish 
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, who will transmit certified copies thereof to each 
of the States invited to the United Nations Maritime Conference and to 
such other States as may have become Members. 

Article 63 

The United Nations is authorized to effect registration of the Conven- . 
tion as soon as it comes into force. • 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned being duly authorized by their 
respective Governments for that purpose have signed the present · Con-
vention.* • 

* The delegates at the Conference placed their signatures after the English text ·only 
although it was understood that all three texts were equally authentic. 
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Afghanistan 
Afghanistan 
Afganistan 

Albania 
Albanie 
Albania 

Argentina 
Argentine 
Argentina 

Australia . 
Australie 
Australia 

Austria 
Autriche 
Austria 

Belgium 
Belgique · 
Belgica 

Bolivia 
• Bolivie 
Bolivia -

Brazil 
Bresil 
Brasil 

Bulgaria 
Bulgarie 
Bulgaria 
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Byelonissian Soviet Socialist Republic 
Republique sovie'rique socialiste de Bielorussie 

• Republica Socialista Sovietica de Bielorrusia 

Canada 
Canada 
Canada 

' 

- Chile 
Chili ~- v-aLuA.:p")-1.~C\_. IA (k,..Pf)J-·1-o accer-4~) 
Chile 

China 
Chine
China . 

Colombia• 
Colombie 
Colombia 

Costa Rica 
Cosca-Rica 
Cosca Rica 

Cuba 
Cuba 
Cuba 

Czechoslovakia 
T checoslovaquie 
Checoeslovaquia 

Denmark 
Danemark 
Dinamarca 



Dominican Republic 
Republique D.ominicaine , 
Rcpublica Dominicana 

Ecuador 
Equateur 
Ecuador 

Egypt 
• Egypte 
Egipto 

El Salvador 
Salvador 
El Salvador 

Ethiopia 
Ethiopie 
Etiopia 

Finland 
Finlande 
Finlandia 

France 
France 

· Francia 

Greece 
Grece 
Grecia 

Guatemala 
Guatemala 
Guatemala 



Haiti 
Hatti 

·Haiti 

Hondura, 
Honduras 
Honduras 

Hungary 
Hongrie 
Hungrfa 

Icelam;l 
Islande 
Islandia 

India 
111) • 1. , l • (~.,\..:-t""tlo» .. ~ ... ~)• lnde ,n<,_o...~,.-•»--o ► .....,.., /VJ ► .,.....A! - 7 

India . - ~ -

Iran 
_Iran 
T~ 
J.li:ln 

Iraq 
lrak 
Irak 

Ireland 
lrlande 
Irlanda 

lcaly 
Italic 
Italia 



Lebanon 
Liban 
Ubano 

Liberia 
Liberia 
Liberia 

Luxembourg 
Luxemhourg 
Luxemburgo 

Mexico 
Mexique 
Mexico 

Netherlands 
Pays-Bas 
Holanda 

New '.Zealand 
Nouvelle-Zelande 
Nueva Zelandia 

• Nicaragua 
Nicaragua 
NLcaragua 

Norway 
Norvege 
Noruega 

Pakistan . 
Pakistan · 
Pakistan 



. ·Panama 
Panama 
Panama 

Paraguay 
Paraguay 
Paraguay 

Peru 
Perou 
Peru 

Philippines 
Philippines 

. Filipinas 

Poland 
Pologne 
Polonia 

Ponugal 
Portugal 

• Portugal 

Rumania 
Roumanie 
Rumania 

• Saudi Arabia 
. Arabie saoudite 

Arabia Saudita 

Siam 
Siam 
Siam 



Sweden 
Suede 
Suecia 

Switzerland 
Suisse 
Suiza 

Syria 
Syrie 
Siria 

Trans-Jordan 
T ransjordanie 
T ransjordania 

Turkey 
Turquie 
Turqufa_ 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic 
Republique soviecique socialiste d'Ukraine 
Republica Socialista Soviecica de Ucrania 

Union of South Africa 
Union Sud-Africaine 
\J nion _Sudafricana 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
Union des Republiques sovieciques socialistes 
Union de Republicas Socialiscas Sovieticas 

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland _ . • 

Royaume-Uni de Grande-Brecagne 
et d'Idande du Nord · 

.Reino Unido de la Gran Bretana 
c Irlanda del None 



United States of America 
Ecats-Unis d'Amerique 
&tados U nidos ,de America 

•• Uruguay 
Uruguay 
Uruguay 

Venezuela 
Venezuela 
Venezuela 

Yemen 
Yemen · 
Yemen 

Yugoslavia 
Y ougoslavie 
Yugoslavia 

, 
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APPENDIX I 

· (Ref ~rred to in Article 17) 

COMPOSITION OF THE FIRST COUNCIL 

In accordance with the principles set forth in article 17 the first Council 
shall be constituted as follows: •. • . • 

(a) The six me~bers under article 1 7 (a) being _ 

Greece 
Netherlands 
Norway 

Sweden 
United Kingdom 
United States 

( b) The six members under article 1 7 ( b) being 

Argentina 
Australia 
Belgium 

Canada 
France 
India 

( c) Two members to be elected by the Assembly under : article 17 ( c) 
from; a panel nominated by the six members named in paragraph (a) of this 
Appendix .. 

( d) Two members elected by the Assembly under article 17 ( d) from 
among the members having a substantial interest in international seaborne 
trade. • 

APPENDIX II 

(Referred to in Article 51) 

LEGAL CAPACITY, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 

The following provisions on legal capacity, privileges and immunities shall 
be applied by members to, or in connexion with, the Organization pending 
their accession to the General Convention on Privileges and Immunities of 
Specialized Agencies in respect of the Organization. 

• -Section I. The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each of its mem
bers such legal capacity as is necessary for the fulfilment of its purposes 
and the exercise of its functions. • 

Section 2. (a) The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each of its 
members such privileges and immunities as are necessary for the fulfilment 
of its purposes _and the exercise of its functions. 
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( b) Representatives of members including ·.· alternates and advisers, 
.. and officials and employees of the Organization shall similarly enjoy such 
privileges and immunities as are necessary for the independent exercise of 
their functions in connexion with the Organization. 

Section 3. In applying the provisions of sections 1 and 2 of this Appendix, 
the members shall take into account as far as possible the standard clauses 
of the G~neral Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Spe-
cialized Agencies. • 
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