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vm1BNl'IM RECORD OF THE SEVEN HUi:iDP.ED AND EIGHTH EEETL:G 

Held at Eeeclq_uarters, New Yorl~, 
on Montley, 18 June 1956, at 2 p.rn. 

l-1r. ASHA (Syria) 

:Ez -.:Jr:. ·.iat::..on of co :1.di tio:1s in Somaliln.nd uncJ.er Italinu 
adr.1 5 ··:.:.Dtration /_1~1;;, 5, 1§/ ( contir:.'1e c1) 

'11he Officie.l Re coru. of this me e t ing, i.e., the surnmo,ry record, wJ -:.1 

appear in mimeographed form under the symb:>l T/sn.708. I'::lego.tio.13 

ma~' subrni t corrections to 'the summary record fo~ incorporation in 

the final version w:1 :i.ch will appear in a printed volume. 
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1\T QT..._,, co·.1,JDI'.rIOliS IN SOi,'iALILAND Uifu1i:R ·rTJ1 . .LI!iN lilli\1IIUS1J'R'\'I1ION ( 'l'/L. 6'{0 ) : EXl'f-1If ATIOi·1 

( a ) fjf 'H.J.AL R:~1'0R'l' OF THE ADMil'T:i:S'liEIUUG AUTHORI'rY ('r/12!16 , 1~2!.18, 1253) h\rJend.9. 

j_t ,,111. l{ ( e [j 
(b) PE'i'ITim;c ClHCULA'l'ED Uf.JDER RULE 85, Plu1A. 2, OF THE RULZS OF ?FOCBDUP.E or. 

TH.~~ '1'17.US :.', :i<.:SliIP COUECIL ('11 /PET .ll/L.18 to 21.f ; T/COM.ll/;., . 177 ) / :TJemfo iteu !../ 
( c) HE '.\At'l' O:.i' ']_1;11: mnTED HATIONG ADVISORY COUNCIL POR Tm~ '£HUST 'l'BhR:::'J.'ORY OF 

~10: ,.ltJ,ILfli,JD UI!DER I'l'J'i.LIAN ADr.Ul'USTRATIOF ( T /121.1 5) /_Agenda item lrj/ 

11.t the invitation of the Prc~si~lent, ; :r _ . de Hol tE: Castello ( Co_J-cmbia), 

1,ir . Galah (Eg:.pt ). and Mr. Btv: e. :1 i (Pr, ::. ~.ip_ ·ines), ;r.'3lilb ·,1·s of tl, ~:! A6.\ i so:ry Counc.C 1 
- ·-· --~=·-·· • - ·----... ·--~ ... -- .. •····· .. . - ._----- .,-·- ··--· - -·---- ··------------- -- - ---· · ·-
for fiomnlile.nCi. , anrl Nr . 2',adotti, speciul repres,.:!n cG.tivc for ·c;;, c 1.'r',:, +, Ten·j_:·.or :,: 
---·---··---·- · ·•- ·-- •--.-- ·•··•··· - ··--·--·----·- ·-··-··-- ------------·---·--·--~-- -··----
of Sor.m.liland uncler Italia,1 admhdi;tra.U0 1 , tco];: nlaccs at tl::e Council t :1.bL~ ~ _______ ,.. ____ ______ ~----... ---·-·- ··•- ·- ··--~-- -·- .,----· ·- ---- ·- ··-- ----

Ge:ne1·al d,:=bate ( continued) 

~1r . . .!\rffi•~?:f (France) (jnterprek:Uon i'ro1i1 French): The me,:1bers of the 

Trustecsh:i.p Council are fully c.ware that SornclliJ.and h::i.s been l :i. ving throuf)l the most 

i npor t:i.nt p ,··riod of :i.tu poli i.ical life s:Lnce 21 lfovernbe :::.- 19!.:9, the dn.y on -."'hich tile 

United Eationn Gcne?'al Asnerr:1Jly ado:pt.;-d the resolution whereby it rcc :: :r:nenJ.cd that 

this Terr:L tm.·y should be Il l aced under the Internatlonal 'l'rusteeship System for 

ten years, at t'1e expiry of which it would lJecorne o.n indepen\lent and so'..rereign 

S·i;atc. DurinG the yea:.·s t hat have elapsed since then ti1e I ta2 . .:i. an Governn::ent, whi e: h 

was appointed. as the Adm:iniste:cing Authority, bas very consr;:L e'..1tiously curried ou L 

the task entrusted to it and so far has advanced along the lin,:c s l e.id dovm for i t 

with great care and. perseverance. Its task was , officially, to se;t up a legisla.ti ve 

assembly as widely representative of the population as :possible and to est:.iblish 

for the Territory a new. political structure together v :L t;h a new econonric ancl social 

frarnewor·k which would respond. to the needs o:i.' t } ,e adi,L~::-Lstration of a modern country. 

In a word, the Territory hus bee:;nn t0 live on modern democratic lines, and the 

population, which is traditionally a't.tu.chcd to tribal f oI·ms of civilization, lw.s 

begun to 1.mdc1·sto.nd what l'.'.10(krn d::mocracy me anG. We must congratulate J.:he 

Adrn:inistering Authority for tbe work it has done~ i n this conn2xion. No doubt its 

effor ts will be continueJ, and the rcsult ·s so f r:r obtained are extremely substantial 

and encouraging. rl'hey lead us to entertain the gre:1test hopes that very soon the 

Somali people will know how to lh e in the modern world. 
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(Mr. Bargues, Fr_?_2ce) 

Thr:i Trustcesh:i.p Council si.1oulc1 , I believe, express its satisfaction ut the 

j_ntcr::: :t whicli the ItaJ.io.n Gov~rnrc.ent has devoted to the setting up of new 

incti ti..tions and the establish2ent of tranquil govcrnrrent, anu. at tile efficiency 

irith vhich ti .:e :l.nd5.genous inhe.bi ta.nts are t aking an ever-increasing r·oJ..e in the 

·"Ghat tl1e pre::,cnt s";ate of ai'fail·s, which is co sat:i.sfactory, is tlle l'rui t of 

cf:C' icicnt collaboration bet,,ee:1 the Jl.c.lmird.s ~ering Authority and the re11:::esentat~ ,·.~s 

of the admin:i.sterecl peoples. Nci ther has stinted any effort and. both have rece:'..'i :. ~. 

c;n)at hcl1i from the Aclvisory Counc i l of ·U,-= 1
J.

1:>: ,st2eship• Council on Somc,lilancJ.. 

I·t would, however, be vain to close our eyes to cert:;:,.i.n :9rob:..;.;1c1s w:,J ::11 };;_;.re 

not co f al' been solvecl. Under the be.:;t of conditions Sornaliland is now facin::; 

the last period before its indCl)endence·, but we lmow very well that thic=; sta;-~e of 

the road will be e~{tremely difficult too. It is, therefore, up to this Council ::i.nd 

to the Adu:Lnict c:1·i.:1c; Artl1ori ty to solve those }:rob len s if we want to s e e a c:M.f.i' • '.", !. 

the air.is whicr1 lmve b ·~en set furth, and j_f, also, we want to see the cour.it:..·y i-:n.: :~ 

:i.n posses:,j on of all tl1e neces:.rn.ry rr:e2xw to enable it to live an 2ut,onorr.cus arnl 

sovc:reign lif'r:::. 

We lmow that the period between now antl 1 J·anuary 1960 will be c :r:_e of 

trc.nsition aml ada,t>tation. A very im_portant f"Lrst stt:;p has already been taken in 

the setting rrp of o.n uJected Asse::nbly with wide lecj.sJ.::i.tj_v~ -;•m-re:rs oy;d the 

estabb.shment of a Som::..li Gove1·i.1ment. It would, I am afra~,l, be :i11 ·'.:iila.tnre to :pa,, ':;; 

ftne.l ,judgement on an institntlon that is as new as tbi s, 1j1,:s at first sisht j _: 

t,p-pears that the r0presentatives of the po1rnlation ha•;e realizecl t he role thci;'; thc-,y 

uill h,:i.ve to I)la;y in the prepa:tation of tLc:.:.1· :ountry and in the guidinr; of 1w.blic 

nfftdrs. Perhaps the ordinances es tabli:=;hing the flssembly and setting forth its 

:pcwers dicl not tnke account sui'ficiently oi' the ncec fer a Sll8cific delimitat:l.on 

of the powers of the legisLi.tur\) an<i those of the cx.,: i:utive auth::i .::·ity. 

AG cording to the Trust,2eship i\grcemeLt , t :1e ArJ.nri.nistering Autho:ri t:,' lw,s "~ 

G.ssume certa.i.n responsj_bili ties, and these lmv:: to be a ccounted for to the U1rted 

Ifo:tions General Ass embly. 'l'his entails delicr:i.te co--ordl.rw.tion, bl,t w.:..th :i.ts us.1,J.l 

pcrspicaci ty the Administering ALrtl1or:Lty wl.11 know f'ull we=.J . 110w ~o fulfil this 

task, wi tl1 the co-operation of the representatives of' the p-opulat:Lon. But however 

that mc.y be, my delego.tivn feels tht;t the limi tatj_on of the two fields -- the 
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(Mr. Da.rgues, Fr~nce_) 

le3islature on the one side and the executive power on the ocher wi11 be fully 

underst.~oa whun tLe LE:3islative Assembly hc,s acquired cufficient e;;.pe:cience ari-.l has 

stretched :i.ts wings Gufficientl-y tmcler the p:r:esent system, ·which is sup:p8rtd. 'by the 
·, 

JVlmi.rd.stra.i:ior anti by the Asser.ibl~'• We · feel that unless this limi t; :,.t.~ on d' po;.r-,rs 

exists com8 co f ,ision will arise. 

It rmwt Lee! rccoenized that as far as the population is concerner1.. attc:,chrnent t.o 

a c2rtuJ.n :eel~ glovs be1:Lef has certain civil connotatj_ons, but the pe:;:•sir;tence o :!:' 

nom,1d:i.sm or semi-nomadism in the 'l'erritory is an obstacle to the rnpid. s e tU.ng u:;,., 

of the structr1r.r~ of a iJOdcrn stute e.s well cw t , ) the applic:.\tion oi' certf1.::.:1 

losing . oigLt cf the goel to be nch:L0 '1c i , we rnu.st not in an~• ,., -a.y hurt the :'.:8cl:i.1 .c. s 

of the rnajori ty of the riopulation. Although, from tlle Ues'cern point of view, 

this may seem rr.1.thcr difficult, it is :l.mp,J :c •:~r.r .. 7. i:. for t!1e :li.droiniGtering Authority, 

for instance in :re J..,·ttiun to 8lectol'al questions,. to 112.ve admitted t r:::i.t nt h !as·G 

:in Che ffrst stD.5e t;n11>er,rn,li.t~: of suffrncc· co cilci no·~ be grant8d aw1 t lmc women 

could not he allow .:: ,i. to vote f ()r t i1e tlme ':, cing , the ·,rotes l.Je:Lng tck,.::n in o. s1)ccifi c 

way in aceor ,1anc:e wi t h tr :i.baJ. custom. This is co becau□ e ~t is the first stage 

and be cuuse t l:e ~eopl:) a.re being eclucr..tell g::.·8.duo.lly, but in due colu·s0 +;his system 

also will be bro-..1g'i1t ur to date. 
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(Hr. Bargues, France) 

But it is. no:t .in the political :field tha.t we see the moGt irr:p0rtant obstacles. 

He mus l~ not f or ge::. th.at the r e can be no true political independence without 

econoi:l:i.c ind.epend.ence. The imba lance of the talance of payments and .the corwtant 

deficit in t he bud.get of the public servic,'s :9lace the: Territory in a ch:ccnic 

po~: id.on of L Jc r :l.o:d t :.r and dlff:i.cu.lty. At t he present time Somalia. do0G not 

uuf'fer, not e·.rt·n. i n appe0.rance, be co.use t:1e lmdt:;et balance is guaf[mtced. throur;h the 

cenerous a s sistance of the Itn.J.iun Government. Up to 31 December 1955, the 

contribution of the Ailininistering Authority t o .civil and military ex:percci.i tures 

amountecl t o l~5J234 milb.0,1 li1"e, or i~TJ mil.l:Lon. Thi:; is a consi c"ter21,le sacrifi:e 

for the Itul.Lm budset. I rlo not think that I am U1:i.clc:reGtin:.e. ting the s::. twJ,ti •:m 

when I state tLat it must only be a tcrnporo.ry solution. 

a 1·apid increo,'.: e in Ilroduction. 

'I'lle only real Goluti,,n i.s 

The fulfilnient of pla,ns of economic development in the Territory are beine; 

cc.rried out s~'.t i:·.i'a Gto ::cily. We trust that the International Bank f or fa,coast~:1;;-- ::, :' -: ;1 

ancl Development will b i a·bie soon to carry out investments in the Territory. 1 + "' , . 
• J .J..o..) 

no less necessary, however, to examine seriously all the diffe:tent as11ects of the 

question. The pc:puJ.at:ton must realize that to,_:cther with political autor_o:my come 

certain sacrifices awl obligations, wh:Lch have to be met in order to se.f ::c;,lard thc..t 

autonomy and inderendence. 

Legislathm on :fi s, :ol matters, which is too primitive c,r. the rr,oment, will have 

to be review8d ::i,nd. revh·ed if the Territory is to achieve f •.1~.1 ec0110:-nic independence.. 

A strict aus terity programme will have to be set up ancl, if nc~essary, t he pub lic 

services will have to be chancec1. The lead.in[~ of a people to pol:Ltical inrle:pcr:derice 

must be linl-~cd to a similar progranune on the . administrative level, the economic 

level, the financial level and tlie fiscal level as well. 

In the past the Admin:i.sterinc; Authori t J has c;i ven sufficient proof of .i tG 

wisdom o.nd energy so that the Trusteeship C:.ilm'.::il may :? lace its trust in it. The 

presence here in the Council chamber of.' the :ceprescntLl.ti ves of the Lee;islati ve 

Assembly, who have already been welcomed by all of us, is sufficient guarantee that 

the indigenouG 1>0:pulation is being given constantly incrc)aslng :par-ac::._;·.i,tion in the 

t-;overrnnent of the Terri toT;y. Furthermore, the reports of rnmsco, the Secret_ariat, 

the Advisory Council and. the Visiting Mission have been extremely useful in enabling 

the '11rusteeship Council to realize the complex problems inherent in the administra­

tion of a great territory. 
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(~,ED,rgues, ]'ranee) 

To the substantive staterr,ents ths.t ho,ve been niade by the Administrator of 

Somali:...",rnl and by the representatives of the Legislative· Assem·Dly, we rr.ust add all 

the othe r re.nnrks that v~re m2.de hGre und the ans·,;ers that were given by the specio.l 

representative , · uho ha.s replied to our · q1.test:.ons with his usual cotT!~,c,sy and 

l\}J_ of tJ:ese statements have gi.ren us extreme2..i ve,luc}Jj_e in:~orm::., ':-.ion . 

M:~ delecc:.tion i·; isr,ss , the::efore, to e:cpress its gro.ti tude to these re:i;resen~ative:-; 

for n.11 the assistance that they have given to the 'l'rusteeship Council ir~ its 

con::d.d.eratiOil of the present item. 

Ur•_XOnSifl:[ILIE (Haiti ) ( interpretatio::: 'fi·o':1 Fren~h) ~. At the e:r-d of le.:;t 

year I stated t.,12.t rw delegation expressed its sc.tisfti.ction cc the action of tl:.e 

Administering A~thorit~' in having a Soi!,2..li re:prese ~1:ta:ci ve inclutl.eu. in its uelec;c1.c:j _c:-::. 

so that we cou.ld be further nssisted in our cLe·oo,tec . 1.rhis year our satisfaction wa.:; 

even greater , ;-hen 11•: · s::,.w that t:1e Italian d,3Je c~: .t:i.on ·included such e ·,ine:,.i; 

• represent;::1",d.vc's e.s . the Prime :i/2:J.::-iister ·or Scrnu:i.::..J.a11cl;. the P:::-esident of the' Legisl1~J-~.V:) 

In other ,10:rds, it is the s t "1 ff of the Gov0:.:·nmer:t that iG r cprcse~1ted here, The 

Truste~s:i1ip CotF1cil has. une..';. :.mov.sly exrre::;,:;·~ci. ;;_ ·1;s satis:fc.ction at see:i.. 1~ these 

representatives :;)recent. ·we must also, hmi0vc~·, co:1gratulate the Adrdi.1istering 

Authority e.s veJ.l o.s tl:o:.ie eled~ed n~:::iresentatives, for the J\·::dnLteri11s Auti:1ority 

has bean e.ble t ·::> fulfil ~he cle;::;ir2: that we 0t~rselvcs ex:9:·ei,'SC.i . 

A:i:ticle ~c:5 of the Trus teeship Psree1;1ent states that eic'):1+,·en month,;; oe:Corc -!:.: ·,: 

expiratio11 of the •r:custeeship Ag1-eerr.ent the Trusteesl1ip Co'..lnc.Ll shc~ld be presc ;~_'.; ,::.::l 

uith a regula1· plar1 for the transference of government :!.:'rom the Aclminis-cerinc; 

Authority to the indir;enous population. 'l'he Italian Auministratio!l, hovever, • has 

cone one ste:9 further . • Let us therefore pay our tr:iJ~u-:,e to the ItaliaD 

i\.duinistrntion and. to the pe,oplc o:f Son:aliland. who he.Vi..' al:i:·eaJ.y taken this great 

step in the:tr political life. 

Havi:1g ma.de thir3 statement, I th:Lnk it would Le app:i:opriate to consider ce-rt o.:Ln 

other aspect s of the situation , i;e' have -had a lengthy llebe.te and. cm c :·::,i•e:mely 

interesting d.iscuss:i.on of this item. Certain things that .-ve felt ~,rere :wrong will 

be correcte rl, I am sure, in the course of t l::.e evolution of the Territory. My 

delegatiori -feels • tlLP.t rrihch ltas been done an ,.:~ ire ,:lo not sha.:re the views of some who 

are somewhat pcss iuistic. 

this q_uestion. 

ifo, .:'or our pa!.'t, have been as objective as :p.ossible on 
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(Mr. Dorcinville, Hni ti) 

I nhould lil;:e to mention one q1.;est:.io;1, namely the statistics in connexion with 

-r bcl:.cve tho.t t:·,e Act:d.r.i .::; '•.ering AuthJ::·ity is as conscious o.s we are 

of the ::..:iml.eqUf.'.te sy::.te,!1 of clecticns - that e::ists. 

the r,1l,ltiple :Lnclusion of nm'.les co\rc:dng la:i:c;e parts of the nwistclic :;:,op-.;latio:1 which 

c.:11m0t b~ cct~, \"' 8d bJ the Adminis -cering Authority . 

No na:tter where reople corr.e from, thc;;r reguh·e their 

mm rep:cescnto.tives. • So1!l.e system should be adopted with rec;o.rd t_o elections ar; :1.; 

i~I particu;_;--_T, w:i. th ree.;['.nl to --t~1ose t~1c-.t ru·e to ta.1~e pla,ce in 1958. 

s-..:.i'f:o.se will r.-c direct thrm.lf;Lout th-:: Territory -.JY i ncli vidm .. 1 votes. 

'l'i1C::re is t,,lso the qu~stion of the rcpresentction of for,:ign grou1,1r.:; :: n the 

I.ezi s lative Ass2mbly. Ten sco.ts a:te di vic1eJ. o.mong the !talia.n, Arab, Inclio.n ~1.r.1J. 

l'akLsta.ni c;ro·...1.l)s , while representation was :ccf1}::,ed to the Britrea.n-Ethiopinn c;i·ow.1 . 

Tl:e ""·eply of t Le r.,·~-.dn.·.stering Authority oci t1::i., point was rathe~ cl3ar, n8-!-:1.el:r t 1.iat 

the ta;:en by the -,::embers of Viy c:clegatio:: 

~:o}:ml a question co"1cc1~ni11(t • the sritcria that we:te useu iri dcte111.1in::.nz the 

c1istrfbution of sc3, cs gi·1cn t.c, f o:cej_gn groui,s, bu'c. we clicl n'Jt receive 1m r.Jequate 

reply. 

living :1.n the T__._~ust Ten:J.t:.or~' , ::m.d ar::cordin~ to tbg snmc ·i1~"d!·g_u:::,:L'e forr.ula , if one 

one Incli':ln ancl_ one Pal~:1.s-cnni sect per 5co people. · 

1,1y delege.:tion feels that this rceasure i,s all the r;,o:;:e l'CGretta"ole now that ·t;he 

countr:,, iG about to achieve its independence . Normally, the politicn.l staff should be 

s e t up Ets 1:ru.ch o.s poss ible by national groups of Sorr:c.J i.J ., 

in·lepe~1dcnce can b:2 properly ad1ie-.-ed or prcserveLl if t, 1'8se 

We do not .believe that 

non-So,aali inhab1to.nt d. It mie;ht be a pain:ful tasl~ but it woulcl nevertb.r.; :.cs s be o. 

heroic ce ::: tm:e for t.hc Somali people·· to 1icalize that they -themscl,/es have to rur1 

their count1·y. Eithct the::;e ten 1·eprescntativcs should. be sc1mrr-,t::cl ~·~·o:n their 

posts or the Sonc,li Goverr~'ncrit should do whn.t my colu:1tr~r d:'Ld. :',Then u: achieved its 

indepcnclcncc, namely nat-..iralizc· all foreignc:::s in the cci_-mtr·y. , In that imy, ,the 

forei(;n g::.·ol,l)S would beccme Somali ancl wouE_-b:::c.Jmc members of the smnc family. 
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(~lr. porsinv:i.lle, Haiti) 

We 1-Hwe ulso referred to the rccpc:-iGi1)ili-':.ies c::' tl2o MinistcrioJ. Ct.'binct. 

It iE obviously within the ccmpete1: ce of each of the Ministers to consider 

cer.J.:;e.:.n aspects of the life of the Territory. That is lihy we discussed the 

powers rese ried exclu:Jively to the Ad!nin:i.c.tr:;i.\:;or aro.d the role of thr:; Itclicn 

coa nciJ.l or~ .. 

fa; I i .1, :.ict-,i_ ':!d duri,1g the coursa of the g_uestion period, my a.r.~2.ego.tion 

w-as sorry to see t hat the Administering Authority still reserves certain fielrJ.2 

such as foreign relationc, def ence and so on ., but as far as the Mi :r1icters of 

So:nalilnY1 W'::re concerned I munt say t 1mt tli e experience tbat they mfly e.chie,·c 

at this tin: e in their lives :i.s hel]?ful, but I ~: ind t}:.a;t tb2::.r tr1e pc,'i\:;r is 

st0 ictly li"l:'..:tes.1. I c.sked whether the sugces'::ions of the counc:i.llors were 

me:ccly su[.;gections or whether they were obligatory on the Ministers. The r eply 

of the s1J 2ciel reriresente.ti ve did not dirninish my fears because the special 

11;.f.ne :.,~'i·T ·r,lcfi.rly stipu.lo.tes tho.t the councillor particip:.i.te in 

t Le n in:l.stcrial L1eetinc;s but wi thoat the right to vote. 

t llat the cuuncillor of a liliniEn,er mcr2ly Las the right to advise ', .1,e 

I-linistcr but i1es no r::.-L;l1t to ·vote. 

When e. councillor c;ives his advice to e. Minir;ter outside of the 

cabinet.J it is Oi:.e thi:1c;, but if he gives that ad.vies vithin the 

co.binec,. it goe s 1iltho11t saying ·i:;bxt; he docs noi:; lw.v.::: ~'he richt to 

vote in the ministe riaJ.. Council. He is simply prese~rt, at that mectinc 

as the adviser to a l'-i iuistcr." 

, My delegation docs not C:.::mbt that the Somali Govcrmr.ent has need of' 

\ councillors. He do not wish to criticize a me1;;.surc which is imposed b~r 
\ 
~ircw:istanccs. However, the special represen-~ati v r~ :'.'3ulizes, I am sure, that 

th e1·e is a substantial di.ffe r ei.1ce bec,~een an exper t. /ho II a CLvises II the chi2f of 

a \,µepa:ctmi2nt . and one who talces a dir2ct part in t he deliberations of t ·1:.c 
\ 

Hil\ isteric.l Council even thouc;h he does not vote. 
,· 

To cor:.c!lude the political chapter, I should like once again to n,,;_,eat the 

unxicty of' my delegation with r(,gard to the frontier question. Each day tbat 

passes shows that there is mor·e and more difficulty in this problem. The feeling 

re1:mins. with us that many cares threaten the tranquillity of the coming Somali 

State. 
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He will not d:L::pute with those A11) think there is reacon for satisfnc·tion 

tho.t tbe clelec;r.t i Jns of th8 pa:cties coricerne<l can proceecl to meet J to quote an 

ex-:.ro. ::<.; fror:1 a joint crnm111.miq_1,.c rcucl here twice, "to an e:;~change of vic,1s i:1 a 

f::::-ie:1<1ly e.t1.:os2hc:r:e despite the difficulties underl;</ing the settle.,1.ent of tl1is 

old. uHJ. ccm~ .1 '.cated. frontie:r.' problem o.nd have o.chieved substantlc.l 1..igrecncnt on 

funde: .·c 11 to.l J. ,J:1.n t;::;. 11 

l'.y delegation listened very ce.i·efully to the statements made here by the 

President of the Legislative Asseubl;/ which expressed some concern with the 

p::.·Dgress 2ch:Le1ed. The Pre sicl.ent of tLc J;_;;g:Lslo.tive Asscnibly could renlly nc•-1:; 

was spes.l:in0 co us in the some way that he did t'i:'o years nco. He a.i 1l not 

hesitate to :..:uggest that mediation a11.d. o.:,,iitration were being considered 

e.ccordfo3 to the resolution of 1950. Hy dele5ation also noted the last statem,mt 

made by the r •22r~'! '::en-·~u.tive of Ito.ly in \11::l.ch ~1e told. us: 
11 '1.'he 1.'.:;siJ.i':in Gc,verni:-:.:mt is fu:i Jy awe re of the need to .solve the 

CJ.i..1.estic.n of the frontier :; as soon ns i;ossH,le . . • . together ~ri th 

,,Lo.tever mec.surns mcy r egulate the r<.: .. • ·:-.:.cal s~.tuation a.nd taking 

o.ccow-rt. of its res_por· ,ibilities ".:;o Scrn.8.lilana. and its relation,: ·i:::.th 

E-chic{lia . I wish to ac}d tbc my Gover;upent drew the attention of the­

ccii1p0ccr;.t Ethiop:i on aut]:orL:.ics to this c_;_ue.stion. 11 

He are now o.w3.iting t:c.G repcrt t h c.t ve hope will be sti)mittr::"l to the next sorrnion 

of the Gci,8:t al Assembly on th:'.s question. 

~l'he e conomic future of the 'l'erritory is still a subject of c;reat concon, .• 

It could not be otherwise if we take into account o.lJ .. the ele1;,ents of info:nno.tion 

that ,re hc.ve before us, anu. ue have to stre ss tho..t we d.o not foresee any in;mediate 

and consiclera-ble increase in tLe resources of the •1,,r;:,:i .. tory. 'This shoulcl be 

forth coming to co:r.;_pensate for the g:rac1ual \Tithdrmn ~~-- Jf the AdJuinisterfoc 

Authoricy. Last year·, our hopes were centred on a visiting missior. of cr:e 

Intcrmrcim1al De.nk. The Mission went to the Terri·~or:.r and ;re are m-m.iting :i t s 

r e]?ort, 'Hh:i.C;h will permit us t.o orient our observations correctly. 
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The clelcgs.tion of Haiti is ·still of the opinion we exrressed last time, and. 

''Alti1ough the aid of the International l:32.nk is desir2ble, the 

m1.it.i.f.'.n delegat ion feels that the Awninist,er:i..:r.g Authority sh01.1lcl. 

cor:.:tir:.·. ') rccoJ.11.tely wit,h its own mE.:..'1:ui.s to or,ply m1c.1 :i.:.:13:. J.crc.mr.. 1:·.r:c 

•• 
111r:1ere ere tiTo 1•2,'.lsons for tr.::.s. . One is a practical one and 

the other ·c. · poycholou;icrl one. D.1cler the present circumstarice t~ , 

• we· llo.vc to take full accr,,;mt of coaerete ::'acts. They will no doubt 

lc2.cl t:) the setting t'.p of confider c,J b ,. ··~:1 lnsi.dP. a.nc.-;. m,ts:tde t':1e 

country, 'l'he l'(;St ~,111 ccme J.c'.:.er . 

Hilt the sf;,;,1e ttr,1e, we have to avoid lulling the people of 

Sor,ialilo.nd with false hopes by ;uc.king the::i. believe that aid and 

heJ.p, if nut :i:'crthcominr~, mea,t:., there i3 no future for them •• • • II 

'l\ie /~d;nir;ir.;t.ra.1;:J:..· to:. d. us that the Legislnti ve Asscliibly I,ltould consider 

the pre::pe1·ut.::.c:1 of ·a 01.1.dc;et es its first ta:::,k, ta1":in3 into nccoun-c what that 

buuget ~:ill be in 1960 . 0~1e of its princip2l dut:.:;s shoulc':. be tl~e bc.l:.ncing 

ce,tegoricnl i:cfusa.l to increase -..mc;cs, sC'.laries and indemnities. 

He were told b~' ::;i-ie rey~·eser,e,:',tive of frd1a t.l:iat no1cvl.y i::; 'l'.11,)J?Y t o ho.ve 

taxes · inc:cea,:ed. g is tr~.~e that it would be prefe1.T::>J.e i' :·•~· a 1:;cvereign 80,:10.J.i. 

Gover.n!1ent not to have to cor:.sid.er that problem, a:t aJ.l. 

because no nmtter how bitte:r· the pill is it has to bo . ELwnL::i. s t e1·ed, and it L::-;: 

to be gtven when the person is oicI: . N,:, the moment Somaliland is an i1ivalid 

and the bi ttc:r pili m,wt be administerec.1.;. 

'l'J:--1erc is another thing 'l'hich conceras rny clelece:~~.on encl it is the ovzrclue 

1·evision of salaries and i ✓ aGeJ. E'.'i,-•c::.·ytLinc; indicc:t. :s that reductions c.:rc c;ciing 

to be giv..:m to the · SomalL J.) ·3rsonneJ. . Mention ho.s been made of a recl1.~ ~-~i01l :if:' 

1 per cent :i.n 1956 conpa:::cd to l955 for ::~ho.~ type of 1,ersonnel. 'l'he speciyl 

represento..tive told. us that as far us t :1c non - Somali l)e.cconnel w2:i.'e '.'u:.1cerncd 

no rcduct:i.on wa.s envisc.ged. We l-;:1:.ow ti1at you cannot e::pect a foreign expert , 

lil-;:e a~l ir,JJ,1io~~:mt , to wo:d: for o. rather ~.ow salary. There e.rc meny valid 
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reo.cons, but then thc:ce is also a.no '.:/,.er question that must be taken intc account, 

en(:. t·!e lcd.;dniste:dr..3 A.1thorit;~ lrnows tdi;:; better then unyone, the g_uestion of 

maint, ,:uivg nu:aerous l'ore:lzn personnel pa,iu. for 0~r the Territory I s budt:;et . 

\Ie .rec•wmend_, as we dic1 ic:~st ye0.,:: ·0hat the list of non-So,ni, l ·'.. e:qierto "'.1 e 

clro,st i r':·3-ly ::c;viscd., th.:.t e~'.}Jenditures be r 2J.1 lce d by t akb.g into .;:"::co·.ln-~ : t ~,2 

stric ~j_y er..;; t:rt'.:- :.i.:.:..].. che.rJ.ctc r of the personnc-. l employed, c 1..ttting ·;:;o the . bone of 

ste.i'f; o.r\c!. if possi·o1e the replacewent by Somalis oi' foreign personneL. 

Uc cennot rei'rain from r eferi·inG to the rumours that we have hec.:i:C~ , e.nd I 

hope our Jtc,.2 ian. fl'iends will excuse us fo=- ;::;_,'2-e.kinr_; of it, but I refer t o the 

r UJ.wu1· t he.t the Italians intend to .ri t.l1c:Lrm1 fr·c .u So:c1[:lila:1.c: 'befo:i.·e the c~d o:..· 

'1'L.e c.1.ecle.:;:atioE3 r::_3.,Je uy the ::.-epre se:nLc.tl..i"CS of 

the Ac1rdEiGt(;ring Authority at the pre:.K\nt. session of the Council have; I ain 

sure, dissirJe.ted. all c.oubt::;, if anyone hwl any d.oubts in r.iind en ths.t p otnt. 

My delegc.t:Lm cm1<;irr..;.es to f'ecl this yef.'. 1• a .::· .~ r to.in conce:rn with r ::-e;an1. t o t >.c 

rcticcr,cc shmm 2 :1u t.Le co~1fL,·1aticn c;:t en in pare0ra.ph 7e of the r r,p o:ct of tl-': e 

Advisory Coura::! :Ll. 

it dces not 1·0glly :reply tu t 1.1e quest:Lon. '.Che special represen:i.; at..:.v0 told u s : 
11I.s f ar a s the c·:mmitments for futn::e cont1·ibut i ons of t:,c It.alien 

Gover11.msat to SoL'tlilai.-d ar·) conce1·ned, ;:here i s ore 1 > . .Lng t hat h:e,s to 

·l)e col• : ' ··:l by +.l, > I ·'·. 0 1 ·i "' ll r ·r, •;-•·· i· )'1>-r,e v1·. ·t h 0 "' O'"err•~ ("' ') b c6 ,;- 1.· n +l, r> ,_,..,J-t..,-,r II Q ..... \t.. . \,:,...1 ,.. t.H .... _c..; . <;i. .... .L, e....-:J ._. -'-- ... ,, \,.;. j;.) V -~l:,)··- fo V ....... u. -.. ,h l.J V • 

Obv:Lm1. r3 ly the Parl iemcr:t is covereign in ti12 matter, but we must also t.::y 

to C:i.etern1inc the intentions of' the t.dministering AutLo:dty :cegar-:::.ing the eco1i.~'l'.ic 

values and also the saving[5 t'he.t wi.11 be achieved. b y cuttfog n ilitary expend.itm·cs 

in t he Terri tory. W'nen tl~,c econcny. is a primitive one., savings on military 

expenclitu.rcs are ex:t:;.·emcly i nrporc6rrc . 

In the social field much has to b e done . He l1r,:;e to t ake into ac count the 

dif f erence in the l evel of life in the cliffs .. :ent conu~,unities. Society ic nee 

static but d;y:1.rudc, and the people who coP.111osc i ·:; net and reo,ct pe:..'petmJ,lly 0n 

thenselvcs in the st::cum:;le they ri'.l.Dke towards a bet.tcr ctar!.dard oi' l~--.;-~·.11g . 
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We do not have c.ny cor.cre~:,e e~-:p-::r~.c.1ce with regard to who.t is called 

We only i1nve an :1 1 te.llectual i.mcle2.·stand.i.ng of it. \le c.o not see 

how cr'1 to whnt l)Oint the desire for ths ,;rcn,''-s rlust con:es from the incide of a. 

person or i'r o,:1 the ne c ,.'3ssity i mposed r ,y t Le c:.esire to earn u livin7 ;, or wlwtL2r 

it is rn1 e sc":1.tinll:{ subj~ctive phenomenon o ,~ i 1.,1posed l\'l cr.v.~.t>cu:,:;.1 . t·•· :L do 

not kL-;w if t 1erc is a 1:-orn nomud or .fr.1:-1uer or uhether th<',re is a bo;:,1, lu\;yer or 

doctor. Very .oi'ten a profession is the resu J.t of a chain of circumst:mces tlv::, '.; 

he.ve been irc:9osed ul)on a person. O::~e therefore can wish only· one th~.r.6 , that ·, c~ 

Gcr:u.li cmc11ort ties uce ell poEsibilities, img l enent r,11 possibilit ies for the 

dif:f:'e r·ent eJ.-.=, tlE:nt s of the J.)01.J11.latio~1. t.:J open a1··_ )?O[,sible meo.ns cf eo.:·11 tns a 

livir1g to c.J.J. the different cle~11e1:ts of' the po11nlat::_cm; an j.LJ.mense E:nJ cor.:p l c: :< 

t esk for whic:1. it must r e ce ive all t11e neccsso.ry inte:mati.onal aid and 

co-opc:co..tl°on, . in order that. t he nomo.ds may be :pcrml ttecl to set up the ir hcmen 

in one p lace 7 i h.:. c:1 1:ould · be a great a c.vu,1t c _;e f or the Trust Terr:L·'.:ory, 

egpeciaJ.l;/ e.s i t is about to become indcpenc1eLt. 
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Therefore, we ha·,c to consider that not 200_, not 100, and not eYen fifty years 

sto.::cl r.:·,e ,,d. of us. T;:;clmo1ogy hcs today created a nc',, ty_r,e of greatness in the 

world >:Lerarclly, but at the u<1me tirr:e it bas also imposed upon it the conc:-:1Jt of 

th2 i::.::te~:,Jc;i~md.cnce of peoples and. the colic:tarity of human 2,d.veni",'\~_-:•cs, pcrhg,:x, to 

a.void er, t :.wt::.. ~;he, :9erlla.9c, to fece it. Let t :'.. ' express the ho)e tL:: t, li·ct 1_e by­

little 1,,ai~ w< i. ov,.:rcor.ne his dizzy mnbit::..ons and that little by little 3or:::~1.lila.nd 

will recej_ve the a.id. tliat it 1v2cds to re.rnlve its problems. 

In conclusion, I should lil~e to m-si,ke a few· corrm2nts on the question of lm:;:;,::'.f':, 

He Lnow tlmt .::.t is fo:c the _pc o.,_;l.e of Somelilaui to bJ;.e the final d<;cj_sicn on i-:1.:_c 

liOi1.:t, but, c.;':e1· t heless, we m<1y asl:, with all ·Ju:! respect to the PresiJ ,:::r.t of t;h f, 

LegislD.:ti•:e 11.:::scmbly, whether the ref,lsal to adopt e. written form of So:wali l...,,n,5'(1L ge 

is a decision the.t hns been suf:i' icienUy we:ighecl. w~ do not quite understo.nd tlvC? 

argument tbat was re.L,ed 'I-Tith regard to foreign affairs. I do not think that ej_the.J..· 

Italian or A: .. ·'.Jb:'.c 'Jou~.d ever be a.one away wit:1 altogethe1·. Somali is E;._:c,1wn '->:.r the 

r.ajcrity of the 1,o}:)1.11~•,tion, r..md Arabic aurJ Ito.15.nn by a minority. A:..'ablc o.nd 

It:J.lian 3TC lc~ngt..:!.f.sCS of ct.:itu:·e, but u1.~b could Go.y that w.:::-itten 80:r:2.li would not 

u.o j,1st a:.; ,rell? 

Uc, f()el tl-ic.1t it i::; do.ngerous to iguorr; or overlook the languc,Z,e +.hat is spol:e::1 

by the majo:city of the population. We :feel tl1::,t the view of the United Nations 

Educnticna.l, Ccic:ntific 2rid Cultural Organization on this q, 1c;;ti-)n shcu:1.c:. be 

ce.rcfu.lly prn.1derecl. '.?i::: p-2:03,. le will re,D8,in att0.ched to th~ l·~vi:11:; :1..nnguo.ge, 

ancl, a;:; Sowi~:.:Ll::rnd bec:om-2s con:..,olidatea., it. will also '.i~nt its own lc,ng1.t2.3e_, 

in spite of the fact that the oli3n.rchy rui3ht adopt a, diffe:'.,1:1t Lnguage. Tv;n 

years ago, when my d.elc gatj_on took }in.rt tn th:~ ; disc1.wsion, we underst_ood. that 

the diffic:1.:lt:l.es that were r:1ised o.-c. thL: qnestion wc:r·e political and religious. 

'Two syster.,s cf' alphab2ts \,•.::re :i_n·oposed_. u::e of Osrnan:L ;::hara cters and one of Latin 

ch:iracten,. 'Ille Latin al:ply;,brc:t was not Pu.cce s tdul, u ·c was the Osrnani nlphe..bet. 

We suggested then that the ju·abic alTJhebet migl1t be corn, idcred. for the 80,r.0,li 

lo.ngus.ge. We rene"ii our B1.,ggcstion, a(Ldressi:nr; our wo1·dr.; now to the 

reprer.;ento.ti,:es of the Somali :peot)le vho are listening to us. 
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1I'tese wer·e the r ernarks my rJelc gatior, f elt impelle d to ro.J.l:e at the _r,rcsent 

sessic; . '.)f the r1'r ;..wtecship Counc:l.i. Fe t.!:ust that tl:2 Admini:Jtering Authority 

will nut feel hurt because i7e havo spolwn u.s ,.,;:; he.ve, My del ,~ gation renews its 

congratult:i.tic.'1<1 to the .Aominis !:.crir,g f-: .··.•.tho::ity for tlle effici'.::n t n.'::, •:r::ures it l:ns 

tal;:en t o J.er.16 ';.Le IJeople of Som9.liland to 1.q .. -:.,;:i.rrete independence. Wu expr ~c;s c-:..::..· 

warmest hope ;:; for ·i:,hc fui:.ure . of Somal.:.land , and we congre.t·_,lute the el~ct<;d. 

rcprescntativeu of the Somali Legislative Asse,nbly. We were happy to see them 

here. 

M1· .. }RUJYAKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Rc!publics) ( interpretat lc-n :;:·ro;n 

Russian): The Soviet deleg:..1.tion consid-~rs that the i tem we a.:re now discuss in:; is 

one of the most important problems f;i..guring on the a genda of this session of 

Trusteeshj_:p Council. 11.'hc inportance of this issue rests in the fact that 

Somaliland \Till h?."e to be gro'1t~ct indepencicnce not later tln.n 1960 . Ito yeoJ,l . .: 

will then start c·?:;.· ori ·:.;i.1eir long mrc.itecl indere1ic1.ent e:dstence . 

of thi :::: pro~)lem ir,; also s tres r.:; '...:d by the :t'act that at this se s sion of the 

'11rustl~ csll:i.:p C'ot.mcil eJ.ected r el)resente.tivt?. :; of t'.w Son::.i.li peo1)le l:lave oee~1 J>re~;e::t. 

'L'hus, t he r,rcsent thee c.iffers consia.erab] y frorJ the time wlwn th:~ 'L:ustec3ship 

Agreement was signed . Therefore, the a1iF:u,.: ci.J. of the 'I'rus i:eeshi11 C-:>uncil in 

cliscuss ing tl:8 :prol;ler.s of Sorn<.:<~ilnnJ. Ul.'lclc:r Italian ad,nlni s ·: .. ·a tion must d i.ffer 

sornewim.t from its nppr0 .. ich ,;,ith rego..i:·cl to other Trust Tcrr:i:to:.:ie s . What is tbe 

difference? Ia 01.,ir tc:l:Lcf', the differenc ~ is J:.;hat at this t ·i rne th2 Adc:1inJ. st ,2l~inp; 

Authority must to sor,1c extent chane:e th0 pl'inciplE" s which have govel~ned its 

auministr[ttion of the 'l'erritor;r in tLe past, for in th0) past the Administering 

Authority has e:-:ercised a.irect. o.L:t hor~.ty :in the Territory, from m'.ljor issues to 

minor is sue,J . 

At this point these principl es mus·t. under 6o a cL~. ilGe , anct they are unde:r c oing 

a cho.ngc . 'l'hc /.drniniste1·ing Authority, having su1.)r.:::me o.uthor ity in the 'I'er:d.t::;"y 

and beo.:rino; int;ex·national resi:ionsj_bility before the Unite d Nations, to some e::ter.:t 

will have to restrict i ts activities to observing and supervising the u,ctions oi' 

the organs oi' o.dministration th::i. t; are set up by the indigenous inhabito.nts. For 

that re:J.con, a conclusion cc;:ncs to 01.ir nind . 'fhe cons ide:ca.tion of th.:: reforrnc 

carried out by the Administering Authority will also be analysed by us accordingly. 
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Ffrct of all, the Administering ;'\;.itbrrity went even further than we.s envisaged 

in th:, ::::- cor:u::e~1d2.tions made at th2 lac·t; session of tbe Trusteeship Counc;i..l in sat.ting 

up a I,l,Ji.Gl-'.1.ti-;re Assembly a.ud. a Council of Minis bers in So:rr:al:~land, On the other 

h<:.nc1, I 'thi11!c. tl:at in o.11 objecti-.rit~• we shoul.d give a rno:ce de;'~a :i.J. , ,1. cons:i.0.:;:rco'.:. ion 

of soir;e: r;f u ~,~ elements that characterize these State bodies. 

Tt:2 Le(.;L, .at:~ve As;,cnbly has sixty mem .. Jers, together ,-iith four re:i.,rer;entativ~.'; 

from the Italian group, four from the Al:ab group and one each from the Indian a~tec 
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My delecation alsa has some mi sgLd r :;s about tlli s r ep1'esentat ion 1 as was 

also 1>;lntcd· out by the r epresentative of Haiti. Tllese mi sgivings weYe a l reE:dy 

voiced. at the last session of the: Trust rceshJ.p Council und a1°e as :follo,.Ts: .Fir";t 

of all, our :1 cJ.ec;a-tion bases i "~3el f en ·'·.he p:r.i1;1ciple that t :E· int c: e :.;·cs ,:;f ti., e 

no.tior.aJ. mi1.c :·i t:i.es should be lrP.hclu.. Th 1.ly mnst b e guG.rar:.t eed.. 'l'lle nat :•. ona1 

minol'ities n:u::.: t '\Jc t reated in the same 1:.ac.ne ::.· as the ma jority of ·che pcpnlation, 

However , what we have in Sonalilnnd is not -1mt iouaJ. minorities in the C.ire ct s e :. ·s -~ 

of the vord b,1.t persons who m:e not clti zer:s of the Tel'rito:r-y of Sorr.aliland or 

of t he S0112.J.:~ S t::-.te. Therefore_, the:·_·c 1:·ill :i.n:r::i ,rUatcly b e a coll:i.s ion once 

Somaliland l.an been crnnted its inde~' ~.mdenc~J. 

iHth r·e,:,ard to non--citi~ens, one cannot, for instance, allow for t :iei:c 

·pc,rticipa.tion in the Pc.rliament, in l eci s lati ve councils, etc. If thes e perso~!S 

were to becorrrc f tll- fledgctl citizens of' the nor State, then ,:hat ue wot,l.tl. ha.ve 

thc:c.e .:i.s not so ,' t:.ch t~ national :i.·epresont 2.t :i.on l;Pt a :;:·cprE:•:::,e::otation the.t woulJ. 

ref l ect the n1.n::~,J:ical L~trer!;th o:r t l:e group, and ther e fore the new S'.:;at '; wo1.1ld 

have to fttcc th oLs cor,flict in:nedie:ccly. If 0118 cuts clown O!". the rights of tt8se 

peop1c .• then it 1:ould. rierhrrir, be infrino; ine; on t he rJ. ghts of these ::·:.tim:nl 

minor i t ie rJ . If one 1-:ishes t o uphold thc h· r:i.g}1ts, then one must r eflect not only 

on the f act -tLe-t t hey m· c) a m.i_tional minorj_ty but c'.lso tl1at you need a numerica l 

repret~entntioil of t hese mi no:dty groups . 

\ One mu.y have an electo:ct.1.l district which sends a dept~cy to the As sei:..bly J 

but one cloes not have r;uch national mino:::itics in nat :-" .. onal C:-..:i.s t~·icts. 'l'hey 8..re 

just scattered throu13hout the S~rn:alilancl r oi,1.1.lation. 

The Administering .. t'\.utJ.1orH;r mi~,;ht find an opporc11nity, until 1960 01· at least 

uctil the next electio1~s, to review this Git ,. :::.0.t ion so th9.t the new SomaJ.i 

Govcrrn::ent m:1.y not in:mediately be faccrl with a n1ajo1~ i .. d.fi'iculty the moment j_t ho.s 

embarked upo1.1 t he course of ind.epenc.lence. However, t l.e est&.blishrJ.ent of a 

legi s l ative council is only one of the aBpects. Hhat is important is the rig'.1ts 

and functions of this body. In t he 01)inion of my delegation, the Ad1":1.·.1:i.sterin0 

Authority acted quite rightly in scttinG up the Legis lc.1:tiYe As se,11.Jly. On the 

other hand, i t Goerns to be too cautious. I do not wish to impl:'{ that this is a 

token of d.ist.rust of the local population. My delegation -Delieves, nevertheless, 

that this approach is a some,ihat t Do c3.utious one. 
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1:7,:J,t is -this approach? Unti.J. Nay o": 1957 tlle Le:.3islative Ji.ssembly can 

cor:sl.de .c only such mnttcrs to which the Aclministration agrees. This arpli•:·s not only 

vrith respect to 1-1ay 195,.(, becat1se, e..s we lrno,1, according to the ln-:r tl~c sess:: 011s 

of the T.cgl. s :c. 'l.tive Assev,bly e:ce helJ. iu April and. in Octobei'. The:..·e:fore, untn. 

the rn0~1Lh of '.Jctu"i. er 19'.:i7, until the autu-:un session of tbe Assembly is callr~cl, 

members of the Cmmci.l cmrnot • raise any J.ssue wit:hout the agreement oi' the 

1,dministra.tion, evea t:-1.ough such matt.:::rs may be fairly insignificant, arid may 

refer to clr:ite stic affairs. 

Acco1•cl j_n(; to article 5 of Ordinr: nee No. 2, the Aclmin:i.st1·ator can vP.-co o,r;y 

d:..•aft bill. Accordine; to the ai·ticlc in Ordinance Ho. 1, if the 

Ac1ministrato:c desires it, he can dissolve the Assembly if' he feels thn.t 

the legislation which tlie f,ssr,mbly is about to enact m:.1.y be dangerous. It is 

true that the LJr,d.nir:trat:i.on has pointed out that this is the right. which appEes 

in many count:i:-::;.e ,_;, i ncluding Italy. IJcverthele Gs, the Actministrstor has too 

brond powers here, powers that are completely unrestricted. 

It is po:~sibJ.e t:10,t thi r:, measure will nev21· be resorted to by the 

lldmini :::,trati ·J:1. It is possible that it merely figures as a precatrtJ . .irary 

provision. Hmrever, one rmrnt place oneself in the position of the ir:2mbers of the 

Assembly over which s uch a suord of Damocles hc.ngs. In oth,~ r wor'.ls, th·w must see 

to it that tl1ey do nc,c ""et in such a way as to incur ·::.he w1·rth of the 

Administration. Th:i.r; restricti, the activities of the mel!ll•·~1·s of the Lcg:lslo,ti ve 

Assembly. Ordinance No. l -- and this wa.s all'eaa.y st:::essed -- also provides for 

the rules of procedure of the Assem1)ly. It is_ possible that dnring the first 

period of the existence oi' the L,'?.gislative Assembly, such detailed trusteeship 

rec;ulation over its activ:i.tes was callee;. f o:>.', ·0ut onr.e: the Legislative Assembly 

had started to function, I think that it would be hj.2;:~ly des iro.ble to free it from 

this petty regulation of its activities. This would give the Assembly further 

freedom of action. It would encourage the initiative of its members; it would 

heichten tbc sense of reGponsibility of the members of the /wscmbly. 

It is the belief of my delegation that a recommcndntion should be made to the 

Administcrinc Authority to the effect that in accordance with the spirit of 

co-operation which has prevailed. hitherto and in accordance with the spirit in 

which measures were tal(en last year to set up the Council of Ministers and the 
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Legisloti ·;c Asscrnb}y, the Administering Authority st1ould go further and take the 

next :.;~ep th2t is reg_uired :for the political clc:felJpment o:f.' the Territory, nnmely, 

to go into the problmn of este.l>lhihin1:3 the full competence of the Legislative 

Ascem1.,ly :i.n r.'eTtain fields ,1he:::e the Asseniuly woulcl 1)e compL-:tel;y • :ei:ipor::,:i.bh: for 

g_uestJc.ns ol.' ,lor:.c~itic cconoi:;y,. domestic f:i.ne.nce, public health, eclucatiou, 

well cs ull thcJse matte:.:·s dealing with lancl legislation and J.ancl te1A1ru. 

It is the belief' of' my delegation that the Lec;islati ve Assembly shot!ld h.0,_,c 

conpletc cuthm:ity in all these matterG. 'l'hese matters deal with the domestic 

life of th2 •:::~1.-ritory and tl1e decisions on ther:e problems wM.ch affect the 

dorJ.er;tic exir.tence oi' the 'l.'erritory· caunot in o.ny m.".:,mer a:t'fect the way in which 

Italy is perfonnir,g its functions as a tl·twt i,drninistration; neither c2,n ::..t :~n 

any we.y affect Italy's action with rega::d to other interrw.tional rcsponsbilities 

connectcl1 with its aclministrn:-,:Lon in the 'rerr}.to:ry • 

.. 1J"i:th rcc;m·a co exec.:: t:i.ve aul,;ho1·i ty, as we tnow, the AcLn::..nistration cont:, j:,,t.", 

to deal witL q,;~estio:iS of' i'orcign affairs, cle:~ence, personnel, econot,1ic plnnn5.:1g 

and i'orcj_gn traCte. 'l'he Admini.strator aproint : the Prime Hinlster and tl~c 

aclv1se:1·s tc) each of the Min:1.sters. These are also 1:10.tters wl1ic:1 c,v..1s e some 

misgiYinc;s fer my delegation. G:Lnce Itr:ly is ca:::rying out its respor,sibilities 

to the Ui1itcd l'Ie:t:Lons -- and ther_;e are ihterne,tional obligations -- then perhaps 

On the_ g_nention of' dei'er1ce, one could also say that Italy :i.s duty bound to defend 

the '.forritory as a trusteeship. :Cut when one 13oes :i.nto the ;;irobl.e1n of cccr:cr:.J.:: 

planning and fore:i.gn trade, and 'i·Thcn one dc~als with such matters as acl.ministi·ative 

personnel, personnel employed in Sor1iali institutions 9..nd. in the administ.,·ation, 

then I think that Erb t:1is stage o:t' the devel.:ipment o:f.' the Territory,' the Italian 

authoritie:c: • are pc1·haps assuming too much of a burdr.1 of responsiM.lity,. a 1mrden 

of resporn:,i.bility whj.ch the Legislative; Asse:ubly and the Council of l,1iu13ten; could 

full vell perform within thc:i:::· normo.l tenrn of reference. Of course, the 

Administering Author:Lty could supervise these activities; it co\1Jcl co,1t·coJ. the 

acti vit:les nnd could gj_ve ac.vice in the p·21·fo:. ,nance of th;;se 2.cti vj_-cic:s, • 
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'rhf> Spcaki.ng of advice, I should likt" to r,ay somethi.11c; about the odvi sers • -

Admir:: :: ·'~r(1tcr uppcints the Pr:t.me Ministc:.: ox 11 the adv:.scrs for each lHrd .st ,2r • 

i\J.thulY)l j_t in r c::•.sm,acle for ~.: 1e J.dminL:tra.tor to a-ppoint the Pr:tme 1'1in is ter, Why 

does he a.ls '.) oppGint the adviE el:s, who p~.:.rticipntc Without r:i ght of vote but a re, 

nev-2rt1.c.lc s s_, attnched to each llin:i.strJ~ I ~ .. agj_n? that th21~e nre plcnt: 0 o:f:' 

cxpf':;:•j_211c cd lkO;_)le in the Territory w:1'..) could perform thes e functions, nnc:i Hh2n one 

r emcn.:b c,1·s thn.t in 1960 the MinisterG Wi ll ha.\ e to Wor]: Wi th'.:)Ut advisers, even i i' 

such c,dvis ern ,1re needed at the 1.1r2sc:1t otage, at least they should be sHbordiu:; t~ 

to the Mi11:i stct·s. If the Conncj_J. of r1init,ters believes_ that, without the 

o.ss:i.st:mcc ni' Ital.5.an expF:!rts, :Lt is ne t possib].e to function, they c ould invite 

nuch experts t o hcl11 the:n. It is not as if t.he •re:-cri tory wuuld be uncler 

trusteeship for another generation, or even for ten or fifteen years longer; the 

point is that the 'l'err5 tory Will be intlepenc1ent in three years' th:2, and if it is 

necessa ry, up to t l1e ·very last f-:ta.ge of the trus,teeship, f or every ~-lini:::.:·ce:t O. iY1 

every Mini stry ·,o 1)e ;::;ubj ect to a sort of tute l age by a fore:ir,n e::pe:-:t, r 2spor1.s :'. .0J.~• 

to the Ac1min:. .• ; tr1c:t Lon a nd not tu the Council of Mir,iste rs, then I think that cuc:1 

a.dvise1·s -- Hb o rc:·.y even be required o.f'ter the J.'erri t ory achieve;3 :i.tc indcpendcr.:~c 

nhould be c:1:p17( ,t utc;1 by the :1~ 1.d .nters r.md by those others ·,·1ho are 1·es pc'1s:'blc for 

these institutions. I do not believ~ that there is any justification for such 

tutelar-;c in tbe Counc Jl of Minist~1·t:. Afte::.· c." 1, the Prj_me ~-Iini :Jter an.: the 

fully res1x:,i1cj ble for the:t.1· o-Wit o. ,1 in:i.stro.t:i.ve ric:bts. 

It would seem to me t hat tl1c Administering Autl10:::ity sllould c.J.so take a 

different vicu !-rith rer;ard. to the establ:L::1mc 7·,_- t o:f dic.trict anc1 munieipal 

administratiorrn. At thi8 st2.ge in the dcveJ.opaent of the Territory the Whole 

q_uNrtion of district and munic.i.pal nuthor1t:l.es shoult b e tranaferred to t:1e 

competence of the Legislative Assembly an1 the Coun,::::'-~- of Ministers of the Territory. 

These are tmportn.nt prol:JJ.Gmf), but they are problems Which are en senti[ilJ.~, o.nd 

completely c1ome::rt:i.c in charo.cter. _ There is no conflict of internationaJ. 

reoponsibilitie s in this conncxJon. One whole che,pter of the an-:1ua l r 2port is 

elevated to the Somuli~·,ation of inoti tuth"ms, and it is said thp.t even the poctal 

officials in •::crt.:J. in e reas are selected i'rcr.1 nmons the Somal:i.s. I thinl-: that this 

is rather artific i al because; 'in th2 so-called Somalization p;roceos., these •matters 

need not be dealt W:ith 1Jy the Adl11in:i.stering Anthority at all. 
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Purtherr:ore, the local dist:i.~ict a nd municipal nutho;dtJes should be subordinate 

c:le2.l ,.f/J.inst the :f:'c1.ct. that the Somali .uL·:i.cj als m:-e appointed, that. th(o ;nnyors 

ere o.pp:i:l.r.tccl, but I think that, o.t thiG point, '\·,e. would not be 2.c 1:,::.e,:;Lr!g ov.I' 

l)Tcpr.::;:c :.f i'c cr:i.t:l.ci zcd the i\.clministet·~ng f .,.;l;ority in th:~ 3 com1e:c:~on . i:e bell.0.ye 

that -~hir:; \( ::.1le m'd:,ter dwulc1. ·Je withc.~r <: '.Wn from the purvieir of tl:e !ac1r:iini::,tro.tion~ 

I bel5.E'; v0. tl·:r,t the AcJministeri::,g f.utlior~.ty itself wonld be :r-eJ.ieved to have m:c'.: 1 

adnin:~stre.t:.cn. 

'111':.i n is all I w:Lsh to so.y Dbout t:1c poli t:1.ca l (:ev'JJ.O}Jr:ent of the Ter::::Lt,)1~y. • 

I should like to pay tribute to the Ac"imir.ict(:::ring Ai:rth,:irity for having acted in 
4 

the sptr;.t of :the t:i.mcs, bu.t, c1.t the same ~·,im2, we r:r'.i.st voice some mjsp;ivJric;s with 

r e: card to c :: rl:.a,in r-t,.:.:ps Which it has taken.. L'e think that it should go even 

fu:::thcr c.nd th'.i:L ~Jvt:1 the fact t ::.1,::'i.t the Terri t'0ry is abcut to achieve :i.ndcpe:1d~, .. ,,'. c 

we hu:ve dru1.:n s.tt,.::r.t:Lon to the b1.1clgct def'j_c :::..t, the unfavourable ·t.rade. b!l.lance, and 

so on. 'l'h:;r.G ru·e re1Tr.f1:1.ts e,f the r:J.::t colcmiaJ. rule in t}y, ':'.:er1·:tory,. The land 

tenure cor,tr.d.nrJ buth :!>: ul"aJ. and colt)niaJ. traits. F or e:'.gn co.::ii ta}. prevails in the 

remunerf1.tiv,.:: fields of' the 'l'c;::d.'l:,cr:,, Wh:Ldi . was forr.!erl.y a c olony nnd , e.ltro11.c'l:1 it 

has become a Trust Tcrr).tor;y, it has not been able to free itcel:;:' of tl1esc 

At the f,::urtccnth s0ssi c•:1 of tJie 'J.r~.1cteesh:Lp Council, and also in ·the 

Gen•::ral 1\snsmbJ.y., a i}ecis::. :::m wc:s tab.:n to s end e:q):~:~-t:.3 fror:; the Interna tional Bank 

to the Territory. 

Assembly er a Council of 1-linis'Lero i1 the '.2erritory, o.ua if we cons:Lder -Lhe ::·cL,nrt 

of the: Inte1·n2,t;i.011e.l :B:1.nk , arid t hat 1·eri,.:irt a lone, we: ;Jhall be igno:ring •• 

unj1.wtii'j_e]) 2.y the opini6ns of th,; rd:por,sible insti tut:i.on:, of t'.'le fEt·ire Ejto.te of 

S0rc.aliLn'd• Ik.turalJ.;y, the econ•:mic s:Ltu:).tion of the 'l'erritory is of concern to 

those b oclj_es l,'hieh Will r2no.in in Somalilr,nd after l.960 and wh:i.ch Will be 

responsib le f or tl1e administration of the '.I'erritcry . 'i'herefore, at tM.s point, 

• 
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·.;~ _.:;_·l;,··:cr the opinion of the Intern-:,.tional Bank Which may or may not be good 

:; t 1.s :iLi!,'·1•'..;2::t to lw.ve the o:p:I.nion of ti1e Legir;lati ve .A.sseinbly, and not the 

, _ _;.' -.Lon hh5 d1 we hu<l bef,_;re frorn ti.ie '.i.'c:i:-r:i.torial Cpuncil, Which endorsed blindfold 

c·. :c:;tL:L:c:__; \.;dcil ,,as d;:,ne or rmid by oth2r i·eports. We should like to have this 

:Ln th·,~ Legislative Assembly and the Council of 

Il:r,i::;t,;:rT, \:e cnn -tc:':c c.J_:) kind.::; of decisions here, but they Will be carried out 

e:itllcr by :tte / ·•1·.LrLL0,ter.~n:j i,uthc1·ity er, after 19Co, by the independent State of 

SomaJ.:lla,nd •. It :1.s tJ:.c: o:::.:~rl:Lc1n c,f. the Lcc:i.slsti1:e Assembly and the Council of 

1-lininters ,1h:Lcll .is of_ nnjcr :·npo1·'.:.m:,.c~ at this stage in discussing any mat¼rs, 

errpcci::-·ll:-'" _t1--i.ou: (\or:.linc; \;Jth ec::,non:ic dev2le:pment. Therefore, if we adopt 

,::-' th:'L s t:r1x::, we s1:aJ.l be a~hieving r:or.1e purr)ose only if such . ' 

rrc dec.lt with in the pe:i:ioc1 before 1960. All our recommendations 

i:my be a ·n:i.ce in the Wilderness unJ.esG we take into account the opinions anc the 

vie-We of the Gor;,.ali lcgislatl,lre and the Council of .Ministers, or. unless they are 

enc1orc:iec1 b;y- th,:::,-:! two bodies. 

Some c0nc1·cte elements :Ln the develor,ment of the Territory call for comment. 

I shall net take up too m•ch of the Council,' s time in this connexion, but I think 

that it is In? duty to r:itrec:is certain things. 
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Cattle breeding is prospering in the Territory, and the growth of cotton and 

ban2..r..as i s also increasing. The processing of these resources, however, is not 

dcr.e within the Territory. If it w.ere, it would. increase not on.1y the income of 

the Terri t Qry 1mt cr:i:ployment as well. I am sure that that will be one of the 

firct ste:ps t ;,c~c the l egis1at'..lre ai1d the Council of Hinistc1·s will take . 

An i w:po:i: t·~r.t ro.rt co.n be :played by mining. Thi. s :ms.y be one of the main 

aource~ of inc'."J,.x~ of the fu-'~urc inde1)emlent State of Somo_1iJ.a.'1cl. That is why 

my delege.tion pointed out a.t the 16.st session, and we shoul d like to stress again, 

that in regard to the future develop:i;;ent of the economy of the Territory the 

AdministerinG Ac.,thority chould show a certain unclerstand.inc; of the neecls and 

problere. s that w:LJ. l be faced by the population. My clelegation h8..s alrec0.y pointed 

out that a f ew years a go the AdJc1inisterins Authority granted concessions for the 

prospecting for and the extraction of oil for a period of forty-five years to 

some forei gn firms. Prospectine for oil, of course, is 'a good. thing. It rcay 

assist in the <lcvelopment of the Territory. But at this point one should not 

bipd the Terrii;ory tq a corr.mitment which is not endorsed by the legislature~ 

He do not lmow what the Government in the future will think about the conditions 

of these concessions. Therefore, to grant a. concession for forty-five years, 

which constitutes a c01:1mi tment on the part of a population which is not yet 

responsible for its own affairs i .s in fact unjustified and. may prejudice the 

interests of the locnl population. 

I may point out that the 1.rrustecship Council at its last. session asked the 

Administering Authority to submit informat :Lon on this subject. The Administering 

Authority htcs refrained from carrying out this recommendation of the Trusteeship 

Counc11. A year has elapsed since then, and no further information has been 

r ecc:L ved.. 

We think that such a step as the granting of long-range concessior.s should be 

careftu.ly discussed in the Legislative Assembly and by the Government of 

Sor:ml ila~1d. Only when that Government is independent can it take sovereign 

decisions. You cannot dra-1 upon the population a blank cheq_ue the terms of which 

may be a1)Soll~tely unacceptable to the free people of SomaJ.iland. Anyhow, the 

future Govcrnr~ent of Somaliland should not be overburdened by this commitment. 
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I cihould like l>rief.;t.y to clwell on two f,1rther matters: . . . public health mid 

edt1catior1. TLe 11a::,t year _did. not see e. deteriorn.U.on .in the health or 

cc1..uco.ticn0.l ficlcl::;. In bo:t;hJ there wus some progress. But as in other matters 

one cr,.n fincl mo.,:iy reasons to criticize the Ac1ministering Authorlty. One can 

c ri ticL:e it .for not in er co.sine the nur:iber of hos:pi tals or the muuber of 

the muibcr of schools has inc1·easedJ the a~cunt does 

not correspm:d t~; the nceJG ,Jf the 'J:cr.ri tory. As I said befdrc, in this case 

these q_uestions ·of public health nnci educa tion, includjng their financi:nc, should 

be ti·an:3ferrecl to tl~c Le0islati vc~ Acsed)ly nnd. ~he Council of Ministers. 'l'he 

Adr.iinisterinr; A1,tho:rj.t:;· c2n help <"W it sees fit, but it is the Somali administration 

vhich should •)e :r os:pon,r,ible for ed.,1cation and hec.l th matters. Thus less 

cri·:.icir,r.i uucd. -1 08 aro1J.secl in recpoct of the Italian administtation, ancl I am sure 

that the ':::'erritory s.s a whole will benefit from such a transfer of authority. 

'l'.o suro u1,_, ny delcc;atioi.1 deems it necessary to 1ioint out that it is very glad 

to see the rel!rcscmtatives of the Somali :people sitting alongside the representatives 

of the Ac1:-~_ir1.istcr.ing Anthority at thts session. I slloulcl like to wish them 

further .sµcc;;sr:; in theil) activit_ies :Ln setti.nc; up an indepenclent State of 

S01-:-ialilc.nd. . . 

N1: .. : .... _I'-IY1'. _?_l~II:~ (Burr:-a): Wo ho.ve ler.;.rnecl much from the reports or 

observations of the U01Hali delegat'ion, the Ad.ministering Authority, the Secretariat 

of this Council, the. Unit eel Hat ions Advisory Council, :the Visiting Missions, the 

speciali~ea. a 6e~1cies concerned ancl · lnst but not least the special representative, 

o.11 of whom have ril::i,;yecl a fittinc r,o.rt in the spirit of Chapter XII of the Charter. 

Ey rleler;atio::i would like to ta1:e this 01iportunity to 1xi.y a tribute to them a.ll. 

I have no doubt that w~10":1 'l'rusteesllip enc.1c and autonomy and independence begin 

in So::-1a.J.i10.nrl in J.9Go. the IJCoples of the United Nations will stand up ancl take 

note of the good worl: cl.one. 

I lwve listened ,,ith great interest to the statements rna,le by the previous 

spt=:o,l~ers. Like them, I shaH now sub::1i t the views of my delegation, which may be 

influenced by the c:-::pei➔ iences of my country in its struggle for freedom, equality 

and democracy. Hy inspiration I shall draw from the Charter, which represents 

for each and alJ. of us the conscience of the world. 
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He see that much progress has been :nadc ir:. Somc1J.ilo.nd. With honesty, we 

also see thot S01:mlilund ha.G still a lone wci.y to go. All in alJ., my delegation 

feels tlLat nmr is the tj_rne to look forward, to take stock of cu:rrent problems· 

arccl to fincl theiJ~ solutions in the hope of s;!apinc; a desired future. 

i1.ccorlin5l y , an o"b.iect ive study of reports Md observations available to us 

This stateriicnt r;hould not be 

r:isconstruecl ·k rEcan the lJelitt linc; of efforts r;;ade and the :prcgrcss ocr.ieved. 

On the contrary, it is a fri endly rcLJindcr for s, ft1.rther intensification of 

efforts, with a view to fulfilling cor.pletely the aims of the trust and the hopes 

I sh2.,ll be ::_;in with tlle politic al field. In the matter of political 

institu:tions and. governmental r:mchinery, it is obvious t~at much c;round ho.s been 

covered. I b ear in mind the peaceful elections, th_e Legislative Assembly ancl 

the re..:pid Sornalization in the branches of Government. It is true, of course, 

that nll this tool: place under the shadow of "reservecl subjects~, and the 

Administration veto. But. the:1 tl:1is is not considered. to be contrary to the 

provisions of the Trusteeship Agreement. The:re is, however, the responsibility 

for :politica.l advancement, to which my delegation attaches imp,)rtnnce. By this 

I mean the :political unity of Somaliland. I do not fully know what has been 

the 1)3ychologiccl pre:oaration of Somaliland by ·the Aclministering Authority, but 

one :pcint seems cler.r. In the nc.?11e of honouring local customs and traditions, 

serious or;d.ssions are evidcr;.t. 'l'he highly important problem of tribal 
) 

tensions and dangers flowing out of the allowed existence of a vague customary 

law, uhich is not even simplified, is the greatest setbac~,;: to political 

advancement and unity. The dm1.3el's of this were visible in the indirect male 

electoni..1 s;s/stern applied tl1rou5h the tribal councils or shirs. 'l'his lack of' 

conditions for political unity is a c;rave point and, in view of Article 76(b) 

of the Charter, it is a matter for concern. 
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Thus, whi.lewe see Somalization of the governmental machinery, we do not see 

a de::ioc.ratizat:!..o!l. of t::ic electoral system -- a success side by side with a failure• 

It .is, ther?fore 1 to be hoped tho.t political division will give· place to political 

unity by .1958, wn,en anoth8+ general election is clue far the Legislative 

and Cc;nstituent hpsemhly. Direct universu.l adult ouffrnc;e in the enow(;r. 

Next to t:i:1is prob~.cm of democratization, - and of equal j_mportance, is the 

frontier protJ.,:;:w. Ho amount of ar[;,urncnt can lessen the trust responsibility of 

returning to -cr..e So11;olj_ people a weJ.1-clefined Sorualiland in 19$0. That is to say, 

an uncertain frontier - in 1$60 may mean a breach of trust ~nder Chapter XII in 

general and Art.:.i.cle 76 (a) in pm·tic:uJ_.ar. I have yet to hear of burninc; problems 

of und2:Jnree.t,:: J. :i:'rontiers contributing to international peace and secm:ity. 

This recpo;u,j::. : L_ ty :falls on the Administering Authority in the .first instance, 

and on thP. Unit e, d _ Nations in the final instance. I am convinced that the United 

Nations will treat the problem with deep concern. 

this frontier br,~,d.icap be removed ·oy 1560. 

It is thiw imperative that 

In ,pa9s-ing, at any rate, I feel that regret should be expressed at the 

non-existence of a cencus of the Somali population. After many ydars of 

ac11-:-iinistration this is an unusual situation. When I learned about it for the 

fi:rst time it took my breath away. · Notwithstanding the difficulties, the r..eed 

of a _·census is cJ_ear - - the more so because of' the trnrisfer of po'wer expected in 

1950. Anc. while I ara .on the subject of a census, I 1;:iight ·also point out that it 

shoul.d _·c;() farther than the mere counting of heads. It should be comprehensive, 

taking account, for instance, not only ·of age; sex, race and religion but also of 

academic and vocationnl gual:Lfications / e;.::;;ierieuce, linguistic ability, aptitudes, 

income, and so .. on, in 01~der tbat it might be of assistance in organizing national 

welfare activities. 

I now turn to the econ0r1ic field. I have stressed the need for a well-defined 

Soma.L.land in the· polit_ical field. Now; -in the economic field, I will stress the 

need ·for a· solvent Som'1lilo.nd in ls,SO.· The difficulties of a solvent Somaliland 

relo.t3 to the dorr.estic : 'budget ancl the balance of payments. - Should oil reSources 

be di3coverecl the econcmic .positj_on of Somalilnnd would, of course, improve·. This 

aJ?art, the clif'ficulties are not insuperable, and plans are already ·taking shape in 

the form of' development programmes, a new system of taxation, and so on. 
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m1ile these are steps in the right direction, my delegation would. like to 

point out the i nr,ortanc:.; of formulating a n equitable land policy vlth o.p::,:,ropriate 

land legislation. Thi s couJ.d pave the way to inc1'ensed production in agriculture 

and the s3ttlcment of many nomads as well. On the other hand, the balance of trade 

position is like:..y to i mprove from efforts to secure new ma:r.tets for primary 

product s and f r om the ent ebl:.. shrnent of processing industricn. But thi s is not 

enough. In th~ i nter e sts of self-suf ficiency a measure for controlllng both 

imports and ex::::1ange may have to 1:Je intr oduced. Ways mny also be found to save 

on shipping frej_ ght rates . 'l'he Somt~li Government might socn be able to organize 

ban:i::ing a:r;. d. J.n i:=. ::·:ance, c,en if on a small scale. This rough catalogue of 

poss i bil~~~ s s L 2 ~ jus t oae aim namely, to mobilize the energies of Sormliland 

to r en!].er it.:; •: :~f solvent by 1560 . 

I(nowing 8. s we do t he limited material and manpower resources of Somaliland, 

the need f or f:Lr.a:ncial airl fr om outside is a foregone conclusion. What is 

pertincnt1y impcr'.;:mt is tho.t Somaliland should get a fair ueal. In ot her words, 

Somaliland would have a better chance for a fair deal if financial aid could be 

received from or through the United Nations, because no strings would then be 

attached to its d2 ·criment. For this reason, long-term bilateral agreements, 

reached without the free consent of the Somalis bef'ore Somali sovereignty can find 

its feet in 1$60, coul<l. he an act of harm. Thus I would welc ome the e.cpected aid 

fr om the International Bank meant f or the development of Somaliland. 

If I reme.:nber correctly, I was .told by the special representative during the 

questioning period that there , :as no d.ata relating to the per capita income of 

Sornaliland. I ::;hull not labour this point but shall only express the viev that, 

in the light of' development p:..~ograram~s, it is useful; to have such data. 

I shall now turn to the social and educational field~ Here the position of 
I 

women in Somalilnhd seems not to be satisfactory. While I am appreciative of 

the local customs, 1 could not help wondering if Article 76 (c) of the Charter 

must go unapplicd. What h!:ts been done in other similarly placed countries which 

are alrecH\Y indspendent? I d.o not really know. .The Somalis themselves will have 

to clecide who. t is to be done. It is to be hoped, however, that fundamental 

fre e doms and human rights . will be ta1~en into accou.nt when the constitution comes 

to be dr~fte ,l in 1958 or 1959. In this connexion, franchise for wo~en and equality 

of or,p0r t unity f or both sexes are points worth considering. 
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: ;-hs J.l n -) t dwell at o.J.l upon the officie.l language of Somalilo.nd or the need 

For J.:,;,c, ,T :•_E:-- _3.: clntion for the sir:1ple reason that the Council, at its si:~teenth 

::~::- s::., ,?:1 ., has :;.lr22.:::ly mo.ue suggestious on these points, and because, according to 

tL<:; o.'.::;·_,1:ar.cc of the A3:..ii11isterins Authority, certain steps will be taken in 

I should. 1:io:.nt out J in _ the mo.tter of pubJ.ic healtb, th2,,t there is again no 

datn rco2 .. nt iLC t -·., ":-1Ja incicLmcc of tub;rculosis in .Somalile.nd, although the incidence 

of the cU.eease is :Cel~ to "Le very serious. 

'Ihc po~:;itioD. of pl~blic e c'.ucatinn in Sor:1:1liland is not too unfavourable by 

H:;re ac;c, :I.n, J.ocal custom is standing in the ,-my of' larger 

'Ihis, i n a sense, has led to the under-production of' students 

fit for t.:i.3:c.""'2 e:~1-:cation, and the result ls that there :Ls no nationo.l university 

I ir1fer that this state o:f affairs also goes to explain 

the lacl,;: of' n2ws2ap~rs, except for one the exact c:Lrculation of vbich nobody 

reall;y- lmo,rn. 

Thst ·brings me to the encl of my statement. On an overall consideration I 

woulr.l. venture just one 1ast oriinion. If apl_)::·01n·iatc action could be taken in 

t1,~, o.forementionccl dir 1~ctions, thea it would not be unduly optimistic to expect 

the success of' the Trusteeship f3ystem. If, on the contrary, there is or.J.y 

perfunctory implementation without resolution and effectivene s s, the story of the 

T:custeeship System anc1, alon5 with it, the United. Nations will have lost much of 

it~, lustre in tI:e eyes of th2 world.. 

I ta!,;:e great rileasure in speaking in the general 

debate on ,.._o~ditions on Sorialiland. in the presence of the President and Vice­

P:.'r-.2:Ld.enc o:i.' tl1e Legislnt:Lve Assembly and the Prime Minister of the First Somali 

GGv c:~•;.1,r,cr,:::. Jt ic my :pleasant <luty, on behalf of my delegation, to extend a 

h ,,:;arty iff,J..come to the representatives of the Somali people. 

J:!2~;: I take this or:portunity to say that China t s position on the attainment by 

thr,;: rr2.·ust 'I'e!':rito1·ic:}s of the objective of independence is positive and beyond 

c::1y cha cb,-r of doubt. I must also point out that my Government has always attached 

imJ;ortm1ce to evc?:y provision of Article 76 of the Charter, and is fully aware of 

the prirw.ry ts,sk of the Un::_ ted Nations, namely, the maintenance of international 

pe~,ce and sbc:ur:L ty. It is in the _interest of the freedom-loving peoples of the 
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Trus~ Territories that there shotD.cl be !Jeaceful and orderly changes toimrds progress 

wh:'...ch le2.ve no va~uum or anachronisrJ behi.nd. 

My delcgci:tion bo.s studied with care and. interest the current annual report of 

the Administering Authority., together with the Advisory Council! s report and the 

obrJerv"ations of T.Jl'IBSCO. ·we appreciate the elucidations which the special 

rcpreroentativ2 li2.s p9.-c:.cntJy c;ivea in his r2plies to all cte questions which my 

delq;ation has 1~ hovgl1t it necessa:ry to asl:. 
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; ,•t:;- I :d; t.11~~ very out:::et exrn·ess the ho::,e of my delegation that in its 

-.::·.: J:~:::· ... :,: 0::: 1I:Lt 1) ·t:11c AclvJ_so:;:-y Council, the Administering Authorit;)' will continue 

/\Cu,..:Lni:.:rl;cr:.Lng Jmthcr:i.ty has c 2:.tain specific r,nclertakinc;a towa:tds . the Advisory 

Council. ' 

It gives my c1.e).e ,;:_;..:,t ion opecic..l saticf'actj_on to obser':e that a vi6orous stride 

11::.i.s been made i:: the poli~ieu.l ad.vc,ncerncnt of Sor.•.:1lihm<l: tbe establ:!.shment of a 

Legislo.tive Ass::mb:Ly in place o/ tllc 'i'crrJ.tori.al Council ancl the inauguration of 

the first [:om2.li Gover:r,mcmt. '.rllis is the sost sicnif':Lcant 1iro[sress towarc.s the 

objective of independence of the T2rritory. For this achievement, the Afrnlnistering 

Authori t :, rho,,Ll ~l~ co1:m.;en6ed for j_t:::, good fa:i. th nnd f c.: rsi1:;htednesn, e.nd tile 

members oE the J'.-~vLso 1:·y Council for their asoistance. Above all, it is the Somali 

people whc have, by their own exertion, made this progress possible. 

I should LL\e to express our full sa.tisfu.ction, particularly at some of the 

words spol:t.~n by the Pre.sident of the Legislative Assembly to the 1.rrusteeship 

Council. Hr.. C:.;r;:w,n s :,d(l.: 

"'I'h~ conduct, -2volution end outcome of the consulte.tions in Sm,12.liland 

for the formation of the new Legislo.tive Assembly constitute cause for pride · 

and ho;10ur f'or the Somali people, ,rhich: has thus proven to the whole war ld 

J.tr: ·r·.:.: lj_t:Lc:::J. nnd. ··ivic ratur-lty 11 (rrhv 7 0)- D"'",. "" 1. 2) 
.... - ~ ...,.; ,.. .J.. \. • . • · • : .: ·- ~ !. ' . -'- t.., ' '7.1 "' 

r.I1·. Os:,1w1 w.:mt Cl1 to s ny : 

. "He nlso would lJ.ke to :J.sourc the J.dr;linj_ste1·ing Authority thnt the Sonialis 

have,vroven themselvea wor~hy of the faith. which has been placed in them. 

We find in thut a new :Lncentive to 1~1·crarc ou.Tselves for ,the assumption of 

tlle rua~io::· 1·es.9on:3Jbilj.t5_8s cf tbt.:: ad:nin:;_strat:Lon of the Ter:rj.tory." (Ib:i.d,) 

'l'lle order . o.Ld security of a territory, essential to its econom:i.c and social 

(levelopm2:nt, a1·e p1·irnci.rily guaranteed. by the definite clernm·co.tton of its boundary. 

It is i'or th:Ls . reason .that n.y delegation has viewccl with concern the direct 

negoti.ations on the .question of the definj_te de1?1a:;:cation of the frontier betwe,en 

Ethiop:Lo. und S01i1alib.ncl. Since the Governments of both Italy and Ethiopia are to 

report to the elm·c:ntti session of the General Assembly on. this ~tter, we shall 

refrain from exJ)ressing o.ny views now but will remind the Council. of the measures 

foreseen in Gene!'al . Assembly resolution 392 (V) of 15 Dccet}ber _1950. 
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,rith the establishment of the Legislo.tive Assembly, the Somali people have 

acsur..e: d. tor -~l:.em:::elves the legislative responsibilities and. a more active role in 

the 8:1:ninistr~tion of their own affairs. The Legisla.ti ve Assembly will certainly 

come to appreciate and ree.lize the natu:ce and dimension of the problems of the 

Territory. f,s I o:1ce c2.lled attentj_on to the importance of the early submission of 

the draft legislr;.t i on m1 the national status o:f the inhabi t o.nts, may I say that this 

legislution is c,. m3.t ·~e1.· of great i t iportance to which, we hope, the Legislative 

Assembly will give its prompt attention. 

Now the So:'1::tli :recple have a Govero.ruent of their own with definite 

reaponsib i J_i ty . To enjoy tl1e support and confid8nce of the Assembly, the politic al 

partie :,, to i-ThL:::h c:~edit is due for their conduct in the first elections, should 

send thetr nJ(~:?:"1 ot .l.ntegri ty and competence, regarclless cf polities, to the Council 

of Binistcrs. The duty falls upon the political leaders of the Somali people to 

foster the politic:i.l traditions and the constitutional development of the future 

indep endent So~ali State. 

In the constitutional development, a matter of major importe.nce is the 

electoral lm·,. In the light of the experience of the l955 elections in the shirs, 

we feel that in the new electo1.·al le.w sa.feguarcls should be devised with a view to 

eliminating possj_ble irregularities in the ge~eral elections to be held in 1958. 

'l'he electoral lm, may have to _ provide :for a proper system of the registration of 

qualified voters of the rural and nomadic populations . 

Another matter of importance to which the Ad.ministering Authority should gj_ve 

its immediate attention is the nev plan of educational development to follow up the 

fi,~st five-year :plan . We understand that Professor H. Grandjean had made an 

im!}ortant contribution in the formulation and implementation of the first plan . 

It is also gratifying to know that Professor Grandjean will be further asked to 

help in the redJ:afting of the second plan. We hope that the new plan of educational 

development will soon be conpleted. and put into execution without delay. 

r-.1r. J\nzilotti, the Ac7.ministrator, has warned us that it seems unlikely that the 

Somali Government ,·:rill succeed in balancing its ordinary budget by 1960 . . His 

warning has broug~1t into focus the finances and economics of the Territory. Tne 

dancers inh~rent in a deficit budgetary operation are quite obvious in all the 

years since t~e inception of the Trusteeship ad.ministration. While we can hardly 
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rccmm:r:e:1d any curta.il:rr.ent of the present li.svc:i.o:;1ment prograrrrnes, which should in 

fact be expanded in view of the '£E'l':..'i te;~·y I s imr,ending independence, we thinl~ that 

the milJ.tar;r expencii tures, still a substa.ntia:i. i tern in the 1\FIS .bulget in s::;:i te of 

recent cuts, could be f11rther rec'tJ..ced aud. "':he money so saved civeri,,J to other 

ir.ipoe-in; ne,r ·i.,,c};:r]s., such as a cattle tax, ancl by effectively collect::.ug the 

exis·i.,ing ta::-:en. In t:ne mutter of tax collection., 'the Some.Ii Governmer..t ::ihould 21·:o 

exert its fruitful effortn. 

It wo,.,Jd. 'be a. ea.la.mi ty to the So:uali pe•:iple if they should have to fu ·:~e an 

econcmic cris:'.o u,.pi·e_pared when th"'y atts.:ln their :pol;_tical inrlepeLd.ence :i.01 19c:o. 

If this W8re to h£i..f:rpen, it would be no c;:edit to the Ad.rrd.nis.,~2ring Autho: •. i.ty. 

He believe that the Administering Authority l:nows perfectly well that the 1-ecec.:.t 

transfer of pouer and responoib:Lli ty to the Somali people by no means absolves 

it of its obl:'_ga_~.ions for the f .i.na:1cial solubility and economic viability of the 

Territory, wllj_ch a. ... ·e exprr::ss provisions of the r_;:rustees~liP J\greement. PoJ.:i.tical 

independence means much to the Eomali peopl·:1 _, b-. t indepc:mdence with cconcn:i.c 

security 11ilJ_ mean mo1°e. 

We await with anxiety tb:) findings of the survey mission of the Ie:.r--cr::!ational 

Bank, wbic:h should be able to pro.:Jose prc.ctical msasures for fj_nancit:.g the economic 

development :plans for Sonal:U.and. l\r'.:.il we ha'. e see~1 an6. dLt"'~tecl the ro.r.')o:rt of the 

International Be.nl-;: 1 s mi..;;rdon, any cJ.isc~1ssion of the econc:r:1ic Pl'1)ble,Js of the 

Territory nClw ancl here would be unreaJ.i::;t:Lc. But dm·ing the irnminent trnnsition 

to independence between now and lS CO., much could be cwne to pilot the economic 

development of the Te:i:ri tory and sol'.1tions could be found to n:,ny urgent proble:.:us. 

It is for this :reaoon that my delegation supports the :proposal of the rep:i:escntative 

of the United States that the re~0ort of the Internatio10 fal Bank r s nission on 

Sonaliland should be inclucled in the agc'.1C.a of a. specie.l session of the Council, if 

there is one bcfo1•e the next regula:- session of the Council. 
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In ll18.1r:i!lG its contril.mt:_Lon to the Co'lmetl I s 

debate on tr.e '.i:ei•ritory of Somelilancl unde:;.~ :u.~:lian e.cl:-.,inistre.tion, r:i:r dele ,~;o:tfon 

woulr~ J::~c first to E.:1.-press i ts r,Jcu.s1n·e and ap:preciatton at the m~mncr in ·d :icll the 

Council he.s been assisted by the p:i.ese1.ce be:.:e of the represencati1 r,:: '.~ of the 3ornaJ.i 

people, :i 11cJt1c':'.nr,; the Chairrr·:m of ·the neily-cJ.cctecl L~gi s la~~iv.:; AGf;12:·,;°1)J.y e::1d tlic 

these u;cntlC:1ilCU with us and wish them all succ:;ss as tl:ey enter W?On their new ol:. ·;::.2s 

and TeGponsiM.lities. 

The Ccu1,::l.l lmr3 also ha.cl the aclv:rntac:e, as on prcvicius occ:ar.i:tm·!::.;, of the 

presc:1~8 here of the men:bcrs of the Advisory Co11.r; 2i l . :for Sor:,c~l :L lanD. whom w2 wouJ.'1 

age.in \Tish to thr:.nk most uar1"1ly for their t~ss:Lst8:1ce . 

FJ~10.lJ.y, , ~(;! would. ,;ioh to exprc::.:.s om.· ap:prcc:i.ati0n to ·the AcJniniste:rins 

Authorit1 •.h:l.cll haa provided the C-:mncil uith a voJ.u1n:Lnous o.nd well-::_irepe;r2d ann-.wJ. 

report, an(, ·,n.:d.e:;, 1v~ n urr:.u1,r;;e'-'l for th~ ntt,:i.:r:r.1n~e n:t thi~ Council oi' a oin+.inc;uL~ ·::': ll 

delecatio;1, inclu·:.~.' :.:,g c.'u~· Vice;..}'re::.;idcnt and t:1e Sf_) C_cio.l repn:!sentat:;_'.·e, r- ·:r·. Zal~_:_,·, ti) 

,;rith whom rnembr;rn of the Counc:;_J are wclJ. c.1: (\1.1_,,,inted. 

in tco L el,;iect: c l 0 a fash:i.on ·'.,he c.,::)'cai.l::; of the anrrnal repo.ct before 1.1c. tie feel 

that the impo:rtn.rrt 8tory in · :::-elation to de ·.·c: .~.c:;c~1ents in Sonialilc.nd during 1955 and 

the eru~ly pa.rt or this y2~,r J.i ,3:::: not in the d.et ··.::..1s but in t l•c bruc,d outJ.ines . 

In t::1c poJ.:i_·;_;i-::al :i.'L::lcl ttere has b2-3n wl.s'.:; we muct rcgr·.:•:-_'.!. as fa r1.:;st sip,nificant 

ancl clec i si ve -~ransf'.er of riowrc:;r fr01 ;1 tlt~ l\.dministe:cins Authm·.i. ty to new ly-es·Gabli :.; llc:J. 

Somali institutions. At previous sessions of this Cou:1cil my clelcgation hr..s r:0tcc1 

the c;raduo.l ,::lcvelopl"!ent of the polj_tico.l insti tut:Lons of the T2rri tory, which 

appeared to us o.t the time to be leading to an effective assumption of fi..1.ll politico..l 

responsibility by the Soma.Ji J:.lCopk. • We are most hu.rcn1· the:cefi:n;e thnt re cen-b -- ... , ' ' 

deveJ.011ments lmve, it se0ms to us , rr:o:te than borne o~rc. '.)ur earJ.ier optirn:i.sm. It now 

ap1Je0,rs to us quite clear that, provitlcd the SomaJ.j_ representd;i ves rise, c.s i-~e ,;,J1.1.lcl 

expect then to rise, to the respon::;j.b:Ll.i·l;ies which now lie l~pon them, the achi2vcment 

by Somalilancl of comple tc inde:1endence in 1960 is, a:t least as far as t:1e poli ticr~l 

institutions oi' the ~rerri tory o.re con(~erned, assul'ed .• Tlm first Legi:::lo.ti ve 

Asscm1bly of tl~e Territory, comprisj_ng r;i:x:ty rr.er:bers, wo.r.; elected early in tl'Jis year 

by a comple:~ electoral procedure involving ·,,oth direct p,ml indirect vot:t,nfs• 
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The Ad.n inistrator of the Te:.rito::y, .v}·":'1 he addressecl us le.Gt weel:, referred to, 

in h:i.s :)wn ,ro:cds, :r the truly refoarlmble discipJ.ine c11d orcler which have been 

I:Jy delegation a~:ree3 with tht~ 

Adr.:inir;tra:tc r that thin j_s a most sign-1.±'ican·'v E,:3I•ect of the whole :r •:0 .:ic:scd5.nc;s P.~1d 

/ one ,1llicl: rof:,.r ;·c8 great credi.t 1.·.po~1 the poli::..tco.l lea.de::.·s, U>3 poJ.:'_ti::::a.l ::1art:;.2s and 

It i.s true, as the Admin:i atrator lY:.s :pointed out 

n.nd o.s se ,icral rJ.clecacicms in their addresses to the Cc1.·acil have rsmc.r1:cc1, that ··./ .~ 

i.:Ollt1tL1[; of heo.rfo in the shirs has given some ste,rtl:Lng results when crn:apared wi;;·1 

~rilat is lrnu,:n s1)out the d;:)nsit;y 0f the populat:Lcn in certain areas of 8'...)r..~.olila!i(<., 

rt ic o.:1..so tl'l :e thu;I:. the cliscovcry of cer:tain irrs.)c;u.le.1·ities :L>-1 the :poJJ_·.'.rs 10..1· Le :.:..':. 

ncccr., s ary to :tnvnl:i.tJ.atc some of the shirs. 

to attach too m.ach :i.mportance to these mntcern. The fact is that for the fil•st ti-.,,·: 

the So:~f.1.1.i :flCOI)le have ho.,l the expe:rience of nation-wide democ:::atic elections. It 

Wb.S to be cx:9ec-c c:J. +;he.,·:., in some re,,pects these wouJ_c1 fall short. of r• 1rfect. :_on, 

pc,r~rculr,1~J.Jr e.s st"'~ t is";:i.c:r'.l :i.n:eormation :,ie::a':'.'d.inc; t.he po1::iulacc of the Terri.tory j_~ 

Dnt the f,J. c;ni:f.'ic.o.nt th1n0 is that they have O'.:ea ef:'..'e ~tivclJ 

ca:c:::·iec1 out ,~:i.thout 1.m C:1.1.1e d:tcturbance. 1-;e 0.8c .pt the view of the Ac1m:t.n:l,s ~re.tor, 

which he e:::p:re:;;;.;ccl be:fore this Counc:7.1 1 
1_;:.. :it the results of the elect:L,)',S bave 

provirle l'l \Jllat he re:C'erc ·to a 1_; 
11 

~. fa.L:ly accurate representation oi' t he trend of 

opinion o·;: the 2eop:.!..e c!,t J.ar:):;:'.. 

'Ihe new An ~,emb:L~,r l1t.'/:l been r:J.ven. .fuJ.1 lec;islative po"',er s.; )ject to the sanctj_on 

of the Admini.r; c1.·e.tor, which ,,e :1:egard. as a forr:'l3.l n:: ~cntion u:: ret,pono:l:) .il.:Lt y n:~ 
the A&ninis t.erinc Authorit y rather thu.n an cffecti ve lJ.,ni tath~i.1 on the powc::cs cf the 

new l\.:,rnem"i:iJ.y encl the fm•ther Umit.e,tion :c·egm·ding the initiation of legisla:c~on which 

FollowL1l; the eler..:tion of the Legislative Assemo ~.y. the Administering Authority 

(tC •:! iaea. to tnke ulK-1.t we would rcga::..-d 2.s a momentous s-\.·_; :;? forward in the d.evelorment 

Gi re~:poncible f:\omali :i.:nsti tntions of gove:::.·nJn.er,t. This was the formation of t.::.e 

first Somo.l:i. Government. 'l'he arrange:r:cnt is that a Prime Hin:Lster possessing the 

confidence oi' the Legislative Assernbly h::ts been selectccl by the Aclminis~;ro:t,or and 

tha,t he in turn h:J.s seleeted. the five Ministcr::i who, with the Primf~ Minister, vrlll 

mal:e up the new Somo,li Government. 'I'h.c Cabinet o.s a whole W.?,s then obliged to seek 

a mandate from the Lc 6islative Assembly. 
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We simply do not feel that any useful purpose would be served by exmnining too 

closclJ tl1e dcta:Lle(1. pr,:.,v;i.sions of the consti tutiane,l enactments which lmve b r ought 

'Io c"..o so, as fo11 instance -,.-re obse :cved the :::cp:..·cs~ntativc 

of the US8H dcinG, woulc. tend, we think, _ to obaeu:r:e the ove:::-ric1ing :;,o) :~ tic:d 

sicnl:C'icrir.r::e c / these :recent C.evelcrpmrmtc. It :: __ j true that t12 :F:d.L,c ;.:in::.ster i1r,;st 

enjoy t :.e co!l. ~'.Jl::c i:c~ of t)1e AltL13.!Jistrator as W:!ll as of the L,2gislr,ti,.-e Assembly, o.nd 

that t e chnically, therefore, he r'ay be dismissed. by the Acl.:minictr·ato:t. 

trv.c that the Adninistrator r·etains an ulttG"o,te 11ower of veto over le6:i s lation 

as uell as the }Jowcr to s,:ur,.;non the As::;einbly in an eme::.·cency or clissolve it :i.f it 

shoul,i f'aiJ. to d.:Lseho.rce its 1'unctionc. 

not the p :::ccise c1el inition of -these lecal powers ·v:hic}· (.?te:c .111 are ve:,:y much :Ln 

line wi th 1:ho.t· i s provit'.cil for iL come fo :::-m or another in almo,.,t any cons t:J.tut :,.0:1 , 

but who.t is ir. ,:porte.nt is the 1:canne:c in wh:i.ch by conventior.al trad...i.t.iou they c01i1e to 

J.s I rJ<:: in-\;ed out during the qv:::st::.oninr.; ')erj_o·i, my d.,::legation 

oelievcs that f 2·c.., tl1c polit:; .:.::al l'Oir,t of view wLatever 1n:1y be the st:cicc 

consti·'.:;ut::.ono.l : ,.:-,s : t ion, the Aclminist:n::.tor would. fincl it, ext1·emely d::.:fficult, to 

sei.y the lc£,.S':.; to ~xer:..::i sc an~' of the"'.e :.:·eserve powers ago.i:1S'c the wish~s of tLe 
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In :'c:c';,;, fron t!1e -polii:. icel poi11t of view it seems to us that it'he 

f. -.~~·· -'::,:.::,u•::.ng ,";.u ti1ority has put itseJ0f ::.n -·~h': p osi ·:~ i ,.• n in which_,for the r ema.:i.nder 

c<' ~:·, ~ pcrbd of ·:.;rustec:::hip, it ic com.,'1'\it t ed t o the exercise c:t its 

r c :::; roi--,s :.1ij_ 1::.tics under tLe 'IrusJ:2esh:i:;;i Agree:nent, whicl-1 con-~i:1u0: r1.:.tu.:,·c.ll~---; 

with -':.l:c c:);,sGnt of tbe re-prcsento.ti"-/es of the Somali pco 1_)}e. 

IIcnt:. ,.::,,, h ", ::; been mad.e in the .Council today of ce1·ti:-.in othe1· linrlte,tlons 

on Vl0 ccr::i-nl.ete t:.:ansi'er o; sovereignty. Mention has been mad.e of tlle ten 2, 3.•;.::, ;c; 

re nc:tve rl in the Assenbly for :national minorit:i.es. 1-:ention has Leen made of ·:· ·, . ..:: 

aprolLt:.rn~ b-y the /i.drn·.!.ni c.~:,rato:i.· o'!: counsellors f or ea.eh of the five JI'5.nist -: ,·t, 

Wel l, fro.n~(· y , my delegat ion .i •· s :- cnnno·c, 0c t LY-c i t--::ll allcut this at E'J j __ i b e,: ,j.lS ~ 

1 this, ue feel, is a m2.tter 1rhich :i.s e.lread.:." j_n the Lan1:ls -::::f the Som::c:..i p:;oy .. tc . 
I i' e i tl1e:c o:: the se mc:.,tte~s, for ins c:mc·~ , ~:.s thGy o,1'.'e fll-ranged at present, si10uL-. 

t~1.rn out not to 

in the ·; ro:clc1. :.c- )re mnt -::,t1er:, :.nt i.•o ;:'::.1 . .tciric new lc gisJ. G.tion -'co ch,.n:~e oll t~1:i.s. 

I:' the A,minis'i.,r :x::;cc :..:hot'hl td:2 t he ::.· ~. ; l: ,J.~ C::.enyin:; them the r).rr:.1 .. _., to :Lnt:r•o r·l: ::r: 

such J.ecisJ_c,tJ_c.,n, ., ... , 
oe r.1.. .J1..e i o :Lr:c:::·c-,J.uce :i.t ,iitho'x~. h:i.s conse~1c in 19:i'7 

0 , ,-!· 
\.,. ,_., , 

di \°'1. pnsJ l'3c isJ .. atio;.1 to 2.i ·::.er t he l",.'Ssent w.·1·ar1gen:mit in tbe r:l'.J.ll)K:i.' I h e.VG 

Gi.1f;f!: ·2Gt2ll, the ~'.dni::dstn;;tor wculcl :.:.·1.nd it ex·:;:cenel:,- difficult net to give 

the Scm:i'J.'.i_ r001)le, a-:1cl nr::,- uE.:le0a.,_;ion bopes that in hancE1.ng thece mntters, .Lt, 

dcc h'U.ng on their futu::ce course of action,, the . Soma::..i I_Jeo·J}.e w:i_3,l use th2:i.1~ cwn 

juc:.ecrne:1t a:-; to the us-8:i:ulness of these at'rane:;err:~nts ond r.ot be sttrrqxid.ed into 

action by 81.'..Ch cri ticim:r of t hem as may be voiced. e.rourid this Council table. 

The r ecent cons t itutional clc-v-~lopments • in Sc :-:-: :.,.: :D.r.nd constitute; we think , 

u most <.1rrn:12ct:tc develcl_)rnent ~i' which the Council s':t.:ulcl • talrn note in c:..0 .:ir a.'1d 

'I·he 1.:otives wh::.ch lec1 t t.e Italian Govez-nment , o:.i its o-.-.. n 

initic,ti'..-e, to the f'orr:1ation oi' the fi1·st So,noli Government were set out qy~_-::.e 

clea:cly hn'ore the Cc'--lnc il by the Adm.in·' s t:.:·n:;or of t.~10 T2rritcry . 

plo.cc, i t cee1uecl lo.:;'lco.l, in vie,:r of t he election of a r.ew legislative bodY, tho.t 

Secondly, there 

we.s a. desire to g ive the Sm:,a.l.is on o-p:_)c:::tunity to lee.rn by p•ac•tic:e ·:::.e art 

of goYermr..:;nt. l~e feel -thc:c by takins tb:.n step o.t this stac,e, e.pproxinintely 

three and a hal f yeo.rs l iefore the Soiaali peo-:::ile w"lll be obliged to· assume full 
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responsibility for their own govermcen-::_. is a state::imanlU:e measure designed to 

give t he SJlJ.e.li pco;ile the fullest opp:n·tu.nity to ri.se to the reGpOlLsibil'lties 

wbi.c1: ·..rill shortly devolve up::m them. 

As we see it, the :present situati1T .' is a che.ll t::nge to the Sor1e1i people o.nd, 

part:.c-t:lnr~L~·-• to ·tLeir leaders, the n:.ember:: of the LegislG.tlve J~r;: ::mtbl~,. ancl 

the m::-;..r Go ; . 1·1112 ·:1t. If they do rise to th~ challen~e ,•:hic!:l co:1:.L'ronts tl:em· nncl 

c.c:cept with e ffr1'r bmd. t.hc resp'.)nsibilit:,r now offe:::,ed them, 1;c can- look foru: .::. :::. 

with confide nce to a smooth al'ld effective final transfer of aut,1crity in 1960. 

Presur.:G.!Jly between now and 1960 further steps will be tnken by tbe Au.ministe'.l'.':.nc; 

Authority, v,i th due regard to the exper:.i.ence i:1-th the rn:escnt a:::-ran[;C:'.wnt r ·i -~ + .• _, 

the p:ractic c.l requirements of the situation. The clectiono to be 1::-:; J.d in 195J 

will proviclc a furti1cr opportunity to improve t he facilities for the exercizo o:. 

democratic franchise, particularly, we would say in parenthesis, if steps are 

taken betw1.:E':n nmr onc.l 1958 to improve the statistical information whicl1 is 

a.va.ilo.ble regs:; ('..J.l1f, -~-he Smw.l i population. 

Ue wou1.cl clso like to :ref.er to enocb::r- matter which we believe the Council 

shoulcl not2 ·with sa.t.fofo.ction, t hat is, the further satis:Zr.".! tory develfYpment of 

the procecs of Somulizat ·.:. ,)n of t l.ie ac1mini&tro.tivc services, both o.:. the hi5her 

and at t he lower levels. The Administering Authority has perse vered with its 

efforts in ":·his field., despite considerc.ble d:i.fficul tier, and r.n.s earned, we 

believe, the cmmner:clr-,t ion of the Council. 

Befo1·2 leaving the pol1.tical fielu., I should like to rmt on record, somm-:hc:t 

parenthetically, some views of my delegn,tion regar-d :'..ng the poJ.itical objecti·,-es 

of the Trusteeship ,System, particularly insofar as they ap}?ly to Somaliland. 

We sira-ply do not believe that thrse objectives irould be achieved in 

SorualilanJ. or elsewh2re by the es t ablishment and cc rnmlidation of a So:nali or a 

local, as distinct from an --.a.ministering Authorit;; 'fl, government and 

aclr.iinistration. It has often been asserted in this Council, as elsewLere, that 

self-govern.~ent, whether well or badly orcc.nizecl, ifj bE:thr thar.. :foreic;n r ,.,l c: . 

In fact, I believe I heard a few days ae,o i?.1 thin Council the ste.t .,; .,.::nt that 

seli'-goverrm,cnt is, after all, the riGht to govern onets self' ill or well, as one 

chooses. This is a point \;hich, as a seneral philosophical assertion, I just 

would not cru.~e to ar13ue, but I should l ike to say that, so far es the Trusteeship 

System "ls concerned -- and I erqfr.o.sizc that my remarks are limited to this -- we 

1-,"1 ~"""' +hA+ tri·:c: SvRt.Pm wi1J ha.ve failed i :• all it -produces is badly orgonized 
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Th~ hac::.c object:!.ve of the _TTusteeohip System, we feel, is the establishmcmt 

c.n·:~ c:·_.\::; :,J_idet;_on of a ·democro:cic system of self-govcrnmen-c., anrl I ernpbasize the 

·..ro:.'cl. •·,~:.-2;;;ocr0:t:i.c 11
, wherein the e:rncu::·.tve is responsible to the legisla"ctll'.'·'c!, and 

• t.hc lccislature to ti.te people. 

SonoJ.·.!.J sncl ~r.. 1S·6o mwt, in our view; b_c a tr'1!1s:f.'er of : autho:.·i ty ·i:a th2 :_Jecp}.0 oi' 

this ne w St ,,-.;,:;'! ) eEt1 not rne:cely to an i nc1:i. vi{.!.:<al leacler o.r collect i011 of lead.ers. 

'I'his 1.s a point wf :ich- I believe tLc representative of Burrp.a also h0,d in mind 1:i.~ :n 

he s;:i0l~e a few minutes o.go. As i/e see it, in Somo.1iland the democratic forms 

ho:ve t. f'J~e: ;1 :ccr, iu. shape in recct::t ~:ee.rs .• c: .. 10. :: ·:.; "c.s our car;1est h0re that i:1 the 

th1·e:e ornl a half yea:cs that rer'lain t:.2 Adr;lini ,:; •t;:;:,,t:i.0:1_. wi,.:,h the i'L~ll co-r.-::7,2::.~::t io~; 

of the l)rescnt political leaders 01' the 'J:'e rri tc::.:·y , v:1.ll ins i:.ill into t·'. \e 1:1in::e, 

s.ncl, i.nclecd., :i nto . tbe hearts of the Someli people an unclerstanding and o:pprec:l.c.~io.: 

of nnd. nn abi<lin;:; devotio:1 to t he prinei-ples of clenocracy. 

Hi th rc.3:r<L' ,~ ·;_ o tb-2 bounc18.ry dispute between Ethior,ia cmcl Somo:. :i.lo.nd, to ,:;d.ch 

sorr.e rc:::·creLce h::,s b:-.2n DO.•.':.c:_, my deJ.egation -;rould. not ,Tish, in vicn of t!1e 

ncgoti.atio~1s c,t preuenc in t:c ,.in between the Aclnin:i.stcring Authority and . the 

Gove1·nmc:nt o::· Et·tio·;:,ic:i., to c/ id anything at thi.3 stoge to ·i.;ho views :it hns 

prcv:!ou.nJ.y c ;;?l' essecl on · t h:i. s g_v.3stion, except to say we clo view witl1 concern the 

continued. e:xistence of this cU s1Ju.te ana. believe that its early se t;·'.:,lement is of 

the utmost i m:_lJ1:te21ce to the ~:'rust ':2erri tory. 

With:)1:t irisl'J:lnc; tc, appeoJ'.' ove1:-optin is t ic, we wonld cx_:~:-',2ss tLc co.ntiou.s 

hope thet th.'! t~ro Gove::.·nment(, will bave some favourable r f ~y,::.•ts to give to th" 

General f1:3cc:·ably at its eleventh session, e.s they ere called to r eport under ·l':·1e 

General Assembly resolution in qyes t ion. 

Hi th rcgrrd to the econorn i 1::: a?,;ects of ·~he AnnuaJ. Report before us, I 

5.n11:l.catecl d1.u':i.ng the questionin0 :r,c:~ioc3. tliat rny de lE; _·::;"'t:.ion feels it would be 

somewhat tmrcaliGtic to attempt a dct. .?,iled analysis .y_· the economic situ~tion . in 

the 'l'crri tor;v withou.t the ber:e:'::'l ts of the r cp::-rt of t he mission of the 

Intern0.tional Bank which recently visited. the Ter1·itory for the -purpo::,e of 

surveying its economic.: potentic.1. r-'~ is true, as the :..·epTesentai".i ve ::if' the 

Sov 1.et Un-Lon ho.:; pointed out, \Te he.v.J ot1·21· material befor3 us to P~·ovide the 

basis for an exo.mina.t·.:.cn of the e conomic ai'i'airs of the 'l'erritory, but, frankly, 

my delego:tion hnc little hC3l't for a detc ilcd ex::uaination of material which will no 

doubt be superser"e(1 by the Intern8.tiona.l Bank's report. 
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If :Lt 1:,:,ou1d be c1ec:t.derl, for 1::.1c.~eve r re1.s0:-:1, to hold a special ces!~ion of 

the: cc ,,rn.: ~.l lacer tn the yenr and if at t:hl'l.c time thrJ Br,nk' s ~epurt we::.1 e 

o.v2,il ·.,."iJJ.2, m:>r ciel,:Gf:,1:.icn would be prer:arr::d tr~.m to ta}ce up the q·u.estions nssociated 

,Tith tLe f:··'.·.1.:.re eccnou:.L~ c1ev:~1.uprncnt of ~r..12 'l'erritory. Of c 01n·r:o, 7f' t.he3~e shonJ.a 

be n:J crcc :~:1: . nc ssion for an~r othc:r rea:;0n, 02· if the Bar.k: s rep.n·t :31101.,1,1 not be 

o.vaiL,ble o.-;,:, t:w.t ti,ac, then t} 1.ese qnel, ·i:i :.ons Will h5.vc to be tel:en up at the 

f01·thcom1ng seosicm of the General .".ss8ic.':) ly ., nerc I ag;:ee With the re1J:resentD/;l.vr:! 

cf the UGSR thri.t one could hai1 ,1ly C( ·,sh1.e:r t.be r e co::.m:r-.ern1at~.ons of the J:nt:'!rno.t:i.::.i .i':'l 

Dnnk w:i thuu. t having before one at the scr:ie th:e the c onrme~2ts the:r.eon an( the y:~ -'o .. ,.s 

cf the Somal:i. :r-cpre sentati vcs. -;+ _.., 

because ,re fccJ. thnt i .t goes Wit:1out saying -- th8.t '\!hen tl~e time come s i'or ·:;he 

Bank' r.i report to be consic10:?:ed. in the COi.mcil or j_n the Generc.J. AsserJbly, th,3 

Aclr.1in1stering At.thor:Lty wouJ.d r.rro.nse to hav':) alr;o before the Cotincil., in some 

fashion i_-;r otl 1 c: r, the views of the Somali Govcrn: ·1ent and tiie Lcgj_E:1_3.ti v-2 !\scc,L:)J.y . 

\.;e not only ho·:_1c , blrc Ve p:~·esum.c that· this wtll be c1onc. 

f, t this s·~[~ce we W'.:lti.l:2 n,-:it 'llj_sh to se.y more than that Wh:1.lc consiclc1•:i,ble 

econ.or,1ic sitt:1.'l.t::.cn of the 'l.1errj_tory nppears fnr froa ,mtisfactor;r o.nc1 gl·res the 

Co-.incil l:l.t·~ J.e. cac-..se for c oni'idcnce th9.t the Territory Will be econor.ikc..lly 

vir.ble in l S:6O . ':i.1l1e:-:c :~s nt5.J.l a very considerable buclget0,•7 dl';a:ici.t, l'hich is 

made up l)y P.. s 1~l,stt<nt::.o.l c ,.n~t.:ributi")n by the Italian Govermr.211t, :Sve;:;.•~rbod.y Vho 

bo.3 spoken 'on the subject su:ms a.creed tl:.J.t i·,; is most uni-i_Jccly that it 'Jill oe 

possible to close this gap by J.96C. The::.·e ::.s also P.. serious baJc.nce-of-payrr:t,::1;1; 

problem . ~l:he Au.minintrator of the Territory fra:'.11:J.y i!'ldicated to tl,e Counc i:;_ t}w.t 

SomaljJ.cu:id ·will require, after. 1960, finat1C ial aid on the sea.le of rouGhly between 

4 and 5 milJ.:i.on doll:irs a :rco.:·. He went ,)11 to so.y, an:J. again I us8 his exact 

words: 

"Hot only must such a.id 1:;ic provided f!.ftcr 1960, but we must be sure 

th~1-t we can de:t_)end o~ it; else Li.Ost l ) f our wcrk in Somali land must be held 

up :.JJ.nce there would be no sense in leaving the Govern.rncnt of S0.,:12, liJ.and 

burr.1.en(;d 1,ith a nur!,ber of pucl;ic works µnd enterprises it would be unable 

to ca:.:·ry en or even to keep up. 11 (T/rv .7O3, pap;e 11) 



r., /-·,.'1! ' i ('8 .l / J: • • I . .' 

57 
(Mr. Cutt.s, Auotralio.) - -- ·----

It cocr: Without nc.yinc;, :in the v~. -2:,: of my L1elecat:ton, that the new Str:tte I s 

pro~r,,, r.tc of obtainJni e.rs:.:..Dt'.u,ce in an acceptr..1)}.e fc,rm nnC: en the ::;co.le r cq_uired 

vill ·r. •: affc~ted to a c:ins ~c:er£ ole e:-:t<: :·"~ 1;;:r ·:~he c.q,:;ree of confic'lence ~rhich :tt can 

. . -im:pJ.re, e.nd to tLe tic;:;rec tho.t tl:'.e S ·;1r.t1ll GL~rernment nn,J p~::iple l'J.:r re tlicr:se~.ves 

cor:0: ev:r~tt/ _j •1;; pc,ssi.ble as fL.r as their oVl": sourcec pcrm:Lt. Th:, s is an :1.n:me 

W:i.th WhLr~h i;! ;__::,, m~\:, Gc:;,vernmcn~ ai1d th :~ Le gisl~~ti ·;c Assembly W:ill hc.0rc to grapple 

in tl1e near f:rt1.~rc. 'they ;,rill be r cc~u:i.red trJ investigate all -possible mpasu:::-er, 

o-f :i.ncree sj,rig revenue, inch:cJ.:i.ng th0 olwious tac:urn of ir.xposinc; new taxes. ·;ie 

In a.dJ:i t ::on, the :1ew ParJ.j_,:.ment and Goverm,1cnt Will lie requi:.~ed to sc:::-u~·.:_n::.z.::~ 

closely aJ.1 e::ppnrli tur-:.~ in t)1e budget und particularly the . very h:Lgh l eve l of 

I wan c::trcL.1el.y int(~1·estcd in ,ilmt t>2 ,:'e ·9rencnto.ti vc of Indi:::. had to say in 

the course oi' a most -::icnet1·e:l;j_:·;.:~: o.~·:.d ·,rc:•ll::.c.1~:.e anc:.lysj_c of t:·.•2 si tuat:Lon. i!1 

the v:;_cw -- ;;-it l~ Which my dc J..c ] .t::.cn ent ::..::.·,;J.y 2,5r,:!es -- tl:::-,.-:~ Lr.v::.ng deciclcd th:t 
' . 

nom.irr.eci c. r8:::pons:l.ll:ilit:r :l.n ,ihich its prestige is int5.:::YJately involvf-d, to cn:mre 

th::1t t:.1ir: is c: on,:; in a way vihlch :5.s r,c,t. o. mockery of its intentions . •re re:cei ve 

politic::i.l ince:1cnc1cncc on the com1:i.tions W;;:ich would :Lnvol·:e i, ermanent banl:ruptcy 

cnc.1 o. stancbrcJ. of living ot:t o:f keeping With the st:::.r_:-,c1r.ds genernlly acceptecl. in 

thi::; c;enor::-,.U.on or, <m the other hand, rie1"T".ammt dependen:::e on the_ support of 

othero, wo,l1_i.1 leave a bi ttcr t nstc,, we feel, in the r.10•.1tl1G of the Somali pco1,le e.nd 

r eflect gr1.1ve (l.i2crcdit t:pon uc 8.11. 

'l'he r ciprc!1,cnta.ti ve of Inclia did m8.l:e 2. few :-.:emo.rks cm the m2.nncr in whicp. 

other c: e J.,:;~u.ticns h ,id vie' .. Tcc.1 this question of Sor:aliland independence in 1950. I 

am not (lt1ite certo.i.n of the wc.y he put it, but I do not think he put it that this 

problem Ho:.ild ho.,'e 1:1een less oe:r:i.ous if Somalilo.nd had b2come :i.ndependent in 1950, 
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ns the deJ.egct ion of India , as he inf.or.11:a tis, bad urged at the t ime . In this 

ccnr.e::~ on I would 2.lno sa;y·, s cmewhat parenthetically, th2 t , WhiJe j t :i.s true tJ1at 

the S··.1.;ali ricople · and the Son:ali Goverm:cnt , '.ill have c:xre:C'1:.lly t o scr·,.:.tL:i ze the .. 

forr:, of ceo!1omic aid -;1hich tliey a.ccc::lt t o cnsl.n'e that accertance, n:f.' thj_s ,dd does 

not inYul 7e -::0~1rir :Jr:ise in a1,y i iay of t L.1.;ir h3.rc1-',--Ton indepentlenc e . 

Dccpit --" ti1j s, it cloes occur to us t1mt scme rneml)ers of the Council do intend 

t o advise t he '.3cn:o1i people to take wh.3.t we, woulc1 rec;crd as an unneceso2 riJ.y 

f:uspicious r:.pp1·0ach to bilaterul o.:::i s:i.l~tance. He do not feel that it i ~3 i mpossJ :i :i.:2 

and sliou:i.c1 1.)c rt'.led out of the g_uc r:J tion thc,t 'bilateral a r.sistm:c e could :x! o:':':,.'--<:. J 

po}.i ticnl ;inclc:penc1ence . However, that is inJ.eeJ a i-:12.ttcr fo r the Somn.:1.:i. 1,co~\1.0. 
\ 

themsel ves . 

ifhat ever th-2 situa:t:i.on rega rdinG these various matters I havE: mentj_ ,'Jned, :i.t 

is the r csp,)r:E.;::.•J:l.lit:r o:f WJ all to ensure thnt 1l:1en SomaliJ.and beccmes :,.:1e1ep<:·,·.J.::nt 

in 1960, i t i s in ci::-c,urn t m-.ccs invoh ::.11c; re :11 o.nd. d:i .. gnifl1.:;d nati o:--1i1oo(l and 

Without the rl rL, as I r~a i d ; that ri.-~wl:r.-won indepenuenc e rn~.[iht n e:2cl t o bs: 

c or:1prordsed t 0 c:wure econc ... .i.c survl ·val. As ;,o the steps uhJ.ch Hill. r:r',Ve to b e 

tal:en to t :1:i.s end, my c1ele: ,::;;-;tir.' n c ce :-i ~:,.t feel. that it can say e.nytLL1g usefully 

until it s ees the r q)ort of t ile Ba,1.k 's rn:Lss ion. llhen that r eport :Lo before us, we 

Will be r>rcra::crl to r;i·,rc the !:lost s 0.:;rio' 'G coDGider'ltion to its r ecor:rrncr:dc::.tions nnc1 

to any cth~r r ecr.,::m:ner.1.c.:.:.t i o:1s r egarding the ec onomic C::e ve l opnKmt cf Som~liJ.ancl. aLd_, 

as a Nemle:.• of the United fo.:d;:·.o~s, we Will not be un11i lJ..in:; to fac e up to our c: ·.;:.i, :.:e 

of the collective responsibility which I have ment ion2d . 

He she..re With the represent~.ti ve of Indio. the si::1cere hope that WE;ys and means 

Will be f mmd to increcoe tpe r,r oc:ucti vi ty of the SomD,li nation, to ensure iJcs 

ultimate ec: onomic vi2.bility. We ac;:tee With the ;rcpr2nc:1tc.tive of the United States 

that this is a problem f or 1957 and not for 1960 . '1'11') solut:l.on to th:i.s pr obl en, 

it seems t o us, Vill have to come from two d::rections : f:i.r::tly, from t ile 

dete1"Il!inat:i._on and Will--power of the Somn.li people thenlselvea , and on wh om the 

heavies t r c::::)cns:i.bj_]_it~.r lj_es, and ::,econdly, from the good.rill and ass:i.s-'~ance of the 

friends of Somo.1:i.lnnd j_n providing the aid w}iich Will be necesoary, aithough,, we 

feel thc.t so far as the r-:;ic1.r;:rent normal budgetary expenses of the country are 

concerned, the a1d needed micht not be so great, nor for so long as s ome r.~embers 

of the Council appear t o f ear. 



(Mr. Cutts, Atu,:cralia) 

In the social and ec.1ucationa.l fields -- which I shall treat together, as they 

rcre treated. during the questi.oning of the speciul representative -- the situation 

Ls also mw which cannot entirely reassure the Council and wnich poses many extremel:. 

::,erious 1;roblems :Cor the future. 

The pr :i.nc ::.,:,a}. s oc ic.l problem is, of colli: se, the nom!ldism. 'I'he :fo.ct thn t nearly 

tllree-que,rters o:· the po:pula.ti.on is nornad.::.c o.p:pcf,rs to us to lie o.t the root of' all 

other problems and. t ·o impose a very serious restraint upun e:fforts to improve living 

stanclo;rds nnd la hour conditions, to stimulate the spread of education and elevate 

the status of women in the Territo:cy. The approach to this p:roblem must, of course, 

bo lurgely on the eco!lomic f1•ont. As the special representative has pointecl out, 

the nomads pm·suc their wo.nd.•::d.ngs becauGe of ecoD.omic pressuyes ,and thG p:covision 

of aclequate water supplies and opportunities · for cultivation are necessary before 

any ch'.:i.nge c::i.n be made in this situation . 

However, at the same time, it does seem necessary- to stimulate the spread of 

ed.uce.tion among the nor:lad:Lc peoples, to give them a glim11se of the advantages offered 

by a more settled existence, and. to persuade theru to fo1·sake their centuries-old 

tradition of rovin3. 

So m1.lch remo.ins to be clone in the field of education that one can fairly say 

that, despite the constant efforts of the AdrninisteriEg Authority, the surface hns 

hardly been scratciled as ;yet. I would remind the Counc:i.l that the ~,pecial 

:r·erJresento.tive has confirmed my delegation ts assessment of the situation that by 

~960 only some 25 per cent of the urban population -- that is 8 per cent of the 

J:io1mlation as a. whole -- will have attencle:d or will be attending school. He was 

o.b l e to hold out few hopes for any si{;nificant extension of educational facilities 

to the non:adic _population. In 1960 those who will be receiving a secondary 

education wiJ.l be in the vicinity of 2,000, while few will be receiving higher 

education. 

We do not recite these fo.cts to persuade everybody to be pessimistic. We do 

not recite these fc.ct s to add gloom t o the burden which is being shouldered by the 

Administerinc; Authority 2.nd by the representatives of the Somali people, but we do 

mention them to emphasize the magnitude of the cha llenge which, as we have said 

before, we believe faces the leaders of the SomaJ..i people. This is a proulem which 

clearly cannot be resolved by 1960 with all the will in the world and with all the 
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financic.l c.ssistt.ncc .in the world. It is a problem w:.1ich will ·be residual after 

1960 anil w:1ich will hs,ve to be met oy tha Somnli :people; and the mo.nncr in whi~h 

they face up to this challen.ge will, we believe, determine in lc.rge measure their 

success, or the r.:.iverse, as an independent country . 

I'inaJ.ly, I. :,:·t,~l 0:.:1:i.:i.e;ed t ~ s:,y a worcl about t:1is qv::.:stion of tl::e S,::;1?..li 

rer:::·0;:: 3nt?.tives nr. the Counci:. . It 5-s true that ti1is Council cons:Lclered this 

question of the Soma.J.i language at :previous sessions. It made recommendat ions 

to the General A::;sei·.:bly. Th:.:ioe , in turn, were considered by the Sorr:3.li p eogle, 

who took a certa:Ln v ie~: about t'.1em. This view w2.s ex2J12ssed to us by the Clmil·man 

of the Legislati~,re Asscr.,·:'J l;y. 'l'ho.t., (~ G my c_clega! 5.m1 s ec•'" ::; it_, dispo :c es of t he 

rnattct. It is tn.,,2 that we repres ·::!1tatives oi1 the Council may feel that. t.ho 

Sornali-re:p1·esented instit'..-..t ions are misgui<lecl in this matter. We uiay believe 

that they wHl regret this decision.. We tl9,J" even hope that they may find cause 

to :::evise this decision. But the fo,ct. is the.t it is a m,J.tter which must be 

decio.ed. by the Sorr.ali people themselves. They having come to a. certu.in co:1clusion, 

we feel , frankly, that anJ f,,rther debate on th:i.s question in this Coun:::il is 

som0wh::1t :p1·csur.:ptuc,..1s, if the.t is not too strong o. word. 
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The meeting wo.s suspended at l.~. 5 p .rn. and resumecl at l+ ,2U•.E!.• 

~fr. TIIJ/AI (S:rria): I believe it is unn~cessary for me to preface this 

statement with the reiteJ..·ation of rny country'' s deep interest in the future of all 

Trust 'rerri to::.::i8s, nor for that matter to open th3 past record of our unrelenting 

We s"r1:::ll nc..-c res"c t:.ntil we see its ne:"ble ideals translated into living 

realities. 

Having seid this, I rni e,:--i.t pe:::.·haps be permitted to stress a particular frailty. 

The historical wtd cul:~.urai "cies thr;i:; bind. us to the 80c::ial:. peopJ..c make their 

cm,se ano. destin:r a q:.~ ,::; stio:1 of s:;,1ccia.l concern i.:. o t:1e peop~.·~ of S:::-1::ia. Iu my 

con.'2try, the inclepend~nce of Somalilund has alwnys been lookecl upon with fraternal 

sentiments, and it i .s o.wai ted with no le::;s fervour by us than by the Somalis 

the1:1selves. 

We a:ce happy to r,ay tho.t at no time since Italy assu.."llecl the Aaminictrution 

of the Territory did we entertain any doubts as to Italy's oi:icere intentions to 

discharge its noble duty with efficiency and hcinour. ':'herei'ore, our 1:11..~in anxiety 

during this period of transition has been not whether Sornaliland will emerge as a 

sovereign and incapendent State when this period expires but rather whether the 

years of tutelac;e will have :prepared the Somalis for a life of gem.1ine and sustainecl 

freedom. After all, we chould reu;ember that it is not fr,3cclom pc, e ~e which is at 

stake, but how to live free under the strenuous conditions of our modern world. 

In no other sense could the idea of international trusteeship f'ind moral 

justificntion. Freedom in itself is an inalienable hur;:ian right, and no nation or 

group of nations can mo:::ally take it from or bestow it on others. 

The task before us, then, is the preparation of So::1al:Uand technir::ally and 

materially for its independence -- or, better, the creation of conditions in that 

Territory whereby it can become a viable, political entity in the :present world. 

Six years have already clnpi:.:cd 3ince we launched this vorthy endeavour. Every 

one of us is well aware, I am sure, of the r:.any socicl, econoDic and political 

problems which beset the Territory at the inception of the Trusteeship period. 

During this span o:f time, a great deal was accom:plishe (l, although until this year 
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the pace of progress did not seem to us the b~st under the circumsl:iances. We are · 

h(ilJPY to stnte, however, that the latest develop:nents in the '.L'erritory have been 

the source of great satisfaction to us. Poli tic.ally, at least, the evolution 

seems to l)e. in the right direction. '.Lue establishment of the Legi alative Assembly 

war, the most nc+ ,,-,Jlc ecl1iev8nc.:.~t :Ln this connexion . The fact th2t the elections 

we:. ·e c onducted. in a ct•.~.::i and. rl!spor..sible atruosr,'.1ere p:i.:·oves beyond a shddOl•T of c1oubt 

tlnt the Somnli :,:;corle 11,~re ,ro:cth:r ::if the ac1.de ll confic~•~i:1ce placed in them and. of 

the new responsibilities that have thus dl:'vclved •n their shoulders. l-le wish to 

congrntulate them for their hie;h se:1Se of duty, and to co:nmeacl the Ad.ministering 

Autbo1·ity f or tnking ·~11i.s im:9ortar:.t step in the political life of that country. 

Jn spenking 01' the Le0islative Y.ssercbJ.y, ,;e s:10ul<:.t like to exp::tesu om· 

surp:i::i.se at one of th8 :;..i mits. tionb to its legi sl :,tive pc,wers. J.lthouc;h it is 

int ended t o L::ist on:)..y until l t-1ay 19~;7, the necessity of obtaining the 

Administrator 1 G appr ovnl_ before the Assem·oly can take the initintive in proposing 

fu•afl, laws does not neem to us necessary under the circumstances , :particularly 

when the Administrntor already has the power of sanction. Bu-~ now that a 

provision of this natu::ce is there, we hope that the Act:!linistering Authority will 

not allow it to ac:t as a hind1~ance or impediment to the initiative of the Asse:nbly, 

and that the a:pproval of the Administrator will 1n·ove in practice to be merely a 
sort of a preliruin.0.17 ndvice. 
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I,;y dclesation welcor.ies also the establishment oi' the first SoT.ali Government• 

We share th.:; vie,; of lir. Anzilott:i., the Adru.n1. s·!;rator, tliat this step ,ms not 

only logical but also appro:?ria.te for the snooth functionine; of the u:achinery of 

GOvernucnt a. :;:"tc r the establish:nent of a Legislative Assembly vested with appreciable 

powc:·s . 1-;ith r, , .. ;.~ years r eu : ::.•1ing for the Sotm~J.i :c; t,.:i b2come ir.dc:,, :::·.1cle n-'-.,. the 

fc1T .. : ';j_or1 of a .-:. r-,:<s cu"· ~,:e n,,_..; :v:us (~ould no lon,;;,:,: b e :1 :;:),ored~ IJv , ;,:;, ,; ·::.: .•::i.~ for the 

Sc:-,::,.:.i people t,, i:,ce;in to acci.1-'a,in-~ ·\;~1emselves w:Li~ll t ri.0.J varioun prch lC::rns 1,{(lich 

confront their 'l1eri:itory today and which may continue to confront it even after 

inc.1cpenc.1ence is attainer).. Dnt 11hJ.le cxpressinc our sat:Lsfo.ction a.t this 

desrc lopw,,,t, we shoulc.1 :L:!J,e 2.J.so • -~o state that t:":e pos 3:t~ion -~hich c:·w r~-.2:..:i.an 

pu z,.::_emerr'.; to us. '.rhe s11ecial re1Jrcscntative has attcm:,rtec1, u.uri113 the questioning 

p eriod, to allay the fears express8d by several delegations in th:L::; connexion. 

One mu.st confess, however, that the role uhich the counsellors play in the Co.bi net 

d ,::i_i.l)erations has not been fully justified. Having sa.J.J. thir,, I should like to 

ad,l that while we are c:i:itico.l of this lLnitation of both th2 legiolutivc and 

executive' powers of the Somlli peo'[llc we do not ccnsider them as detrac-c:i./1{~ in 

any sense from the importance and the value of the uew c1evelopment in the 

~1.1err1tory. 

Another sour ce cf satisfactj_on to us j_s the r emar tabJ.e :.-roc;rc-,::;s in the 

Somalization of loc::.1.l governm~nt. Fe have alwa7s str i2 ,,::ied :Ln the ·90.st t he 

importance of such action in the development of Somali capacit~r for :i.nd,2pendence. 

'rl1e speecly f1omaJ:i.za·i.;ion of' the nu.mini strati ve machine is not only use::.'ul from this 

point of view-·1:Jut is also an :Lmportt,nt and necessar·y contribution to compressing 

the territ0:rio,l 111:dcet within the limits :::·:Lxcd l Jy the 'l~ c~1-rit,ory 1 s assets, My 

clelec;ation hc)pes that this Srnnalization pr:Jcess will s <.ion a .::'i'0ct the re:rtr!.L:ling 

poGitions which e.re still occ"<1pied by Italinns in the 2.:rmed forces and the central 

Governnent. We arc sure that the Ad.r:iinisterinc; Autho:·ity will spare no effort to 

effect this change ,,d:t.hcut causing ahy harm to the efn_ ·:·.ier. ,~:r of the machinery of 

Government. 

With the new chances wh~_ch have taken place :Ln the 're:crL-.ory e.nd. wh:~ch have 

considerably increased the part:i.cipation of the 8or-,ali peo~le in the conc1Ll::t of 

th0ir affairs, one may hopefulJ.y expect that by 196o Sornnlilan,i will have a solid 

foundation on which a i'rec and democratic Government can operate smoothly. In this 
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connexion it might be ac1visabJ.e to start directing one's thou;shts towards the 

ela.1:>orn.tion of a Constitution for the Territory. Hy delcea.tion believes that 

preliminary studies for this purpose should not be delayed until 1958, as I was 

told was cc,nt i:::~ipl.ated liy the .Administering Authority. A great deo.l of difficulty 

is u:rnally encr,;u_:tcrei :i.n the fre.;ning of any cc,1::;t i tutj_on. The difficulty 

ob-,r~_ounly woulcl. be irr,:nw,,_ surably g:::-eater in the case o:f a new nation. For this 

reason alone it Bight not _be too hasty to think of this question very soon. 

'rhe Legislative Assetr.bly could easily establish a special committee which, with 

the help of the Adruini,;t ,~rinc Authority, would _ start to pr•8l?are the c;round 

f'or the eventual draft in(~ of the Cr:mstit~~tion. 

Before I turn to -chc examina-l;J_on of the economic problems of Somali.land I 

wish to refer to a quei,tion "hich, uhile not falling strictly within the purview 

of the political development __ of the •rc:rritory, is nevertheless fraught wit;h danger 

to 1ts future politico.1 sta.bility. I have in mincl the border problem with 

nei13hbouring Ethiopia. 'l'hat this problem is an important one, is confirmed in 

many ways. It has been referred to in terms of urgency not simply ·by the 

Visiting Missions but also by the Advisory C01mcil, the General Asseri'.bly, the 

Somo.li people and the Ad1;1inistering Authority itself. Irrespective of all 

exhortations for its settlenent in an amicable ancl friendly fashion, no progress 

towards its solution has been repo:r-ted so far. 'r11e situation,. as far as we are 

concerned, appears unchanged. Neither the statement of the representative of 

Italy nor the communj_que which was read out by the represer:ctat:Lve of India on 

the progress of the present negotiationc has reassured us. On the contrary, both 

frcm the s·r,::tenents of the members of the Adv:i.sory Cou::lcil and fr·o:u the statem::mt 

of t:i1e Pre:., ::.dent of the S01:1ali Lec;islativc Assembly,we h&.ve c;atherecl iDri,)ressions 

vM.ch have heightened om· concern. 

I do not wish to be gloomy or pessimistic in this connexion, but I must confess 

thc,t no matter how it ic s011sht to justify the pl'esent situation I find it a little 

di:Cf'icult to understnnd. The problem io, e.d:nittedly, a difficult one wi-~h roots 

go:Lnc; back to the pre--war period when the .map of Africa was often altered to 

satisfy imperialistic ambitions and to give effect to certain politicul views. 

Yet, with goodwill on both sider:, even such a difficult problem shoulrl not escape 

solution. _ 'rhe dnngcr inherent in the existing demarcation line must, we think, 
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lead both parties to st1·ive for an expeditious settlern.ent. Owing to the arid 

terrain, the shortage of water in places for hu.'110.ns and livestock alike, and the 

fs.ct that the people on both sides of the present line of demarcation are 

Somalis it is difficult to allow the problem to J.inr;er on without its givinc rise 

to n~11y evils, -- re should i:c,•~ for get what the r :'present a.i:;j_ve of E~;rpt on the 

Ac-:.·,_: '- ~;ory Coun ... :i 7. ~ Ifr, iJ ,:lal-: ·:;old us -- only l .::~:;·~ yr:2-.r I believe •··· ai'•c.c:>:: he 

h~.D. visit ccl. the d.ispu-t.Jc.l bor~l::::r cJ..t::o.s, namely, :~hat the people on J._;he Somali 

side of the line were showh1J signs of desperation and were threatening to attempt 

to settle the dispute them~;elves. Without any review of the histo:r·y of this 

c_:1.lestion before the Un:t0d Na.tiers J we shoulcl not. hes:i.tate to str:.t •) tr.E>.t we have 

b (' c.oue somE,,rhat 1)er-tl1.:> ' ')e d by the r,:i.nw r.i.ovement ·:: ,_,;m.rc1'; its solutio1·1, ~f:·12r: I 

l' ,~cS!.~.l that durj_ng th,~ tenth se::; r:; j_c,:i of the General lwceml,ly some <lclcga.tions 

objected to the aild ex.prcssj_on of hope that a scttlem.errc mic;ht be arrived at, 

preferably before the eleventh session, I cannot, help feclinc that something is 

wrong somewhere. 
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It is naturnl for us, as well v,s for the S.omali people, to. bec;in to show . 

sorne conc:(~rn in the J.i [.:;ht of these developments. We wlch, houever, to c1.iscover 

soon that · our concern was unfoundecl. and. that only t.echnical problems have co.used 

the delay in the settlement so far. If by .the time we r1eet at the eleventh 

t;ec:::ion of the (: ·~rn)ral Asse:r~ ·.J y we find that t:1:.2 prob1'2m remains uncett lecl, we 

sha:'.} then fec.1. ::.t o,x,:- . sacrerJ. duty to pres s for sorae ot:1c:r :procecl'~re to enc;urc 

the c:uick i.::oluLicn oi' '. -1':is r,,•cble -:-, in the interest of all. 

\Je must not forget that the General A::rnem~lJ-" has alreacly gone on record tuice, 

in 1950 ancl in 195!~, in sugc;estinz me•.liation ·oetwecn ths pnTties should direct 

nec;otiations fail. 

I do not want to concluQe thi:.: part of rny s tr.,tcr.K·rct without , cx:J.res ci c ;:; ac;o.in 

an cppeal to the d.elcca:ion of Ethiopie. and to tl1e RcJ-1.i,)pian Governm.cnt to double 

their efforts in orcler to brin0 ti1is mo.tter to o. quick and. ho.ppy er..d. 

Mrmy delegations have already r::.·eceded me :in evo.1uatinc; the ecc;mornic 

situation in :3omc.lila.'1c:.. Al:rno:~t everyone ., includint; tlle Ac:r.1:l.nistering Authority 

and the Ac1yisory Council , agreed that here Jies the main difficulty confrontinc 

Sorncliland. Deficitc are a com.rnon featn;re of the Territory's econorriy, b:)th in 

the budget and. in the balance of ]?['"yr:ier.ts. '.i'he ':i'erritory for many ye[:.rs will 

1n·obably ,need i'ore:Lc..1 ait1, unlern the seard1 for oil shou.lcl leG.d to the great 

discovery. 

So far forcJ.c;n aid ,ms secured through the dire ct and lr1c:.ircct co:1tributions 

of the Ac.binistcl'ing Authority ancl,, to a limited de(;:::' i:•:, , lJy the United States 

anc1 Ec;yptian Governments and some L:pecinlized agencies . I believe the aid never 

totalled n:orc thon $7 m:i.llion in onCJ yen:!:'. I mei~tion thlr, sum in order simply to 

Se·1sn million 

shotLld not ca,ucc: us or ,;::-.. c 

if the economic deveJov .ne~:L; G::: -~ ;~.c I'erritory is '.'3J: ~: '. '. r: ,::C:. up wtth t! ·,, 1.11:! J. :p of some 

gm~c .. :ous i,·,ternationnl c;:..·axrc :~ a:c, J 'ii~.th the r.:a:d.1;;-,, ~, '/ ,; :•:~_,:ibl,tion <.1~ i /~ • .. ::: lJ.ion 

so 1:it 7-os fr,"im the Adm:Lnisteri 1 • ·; A1.1: ,}i.;:,,:ity, the d·~::-·:: c:,_.;-, :m the bucl[.(:'·, r,·: ' f:k,•:1,:i,l ilo.nd 

wo,.11d l1e e1111recia'Jly reclnced :' t :Y ,t co:~})lctely ·: l i .. :::-~,·.:.teu. , ,in a L.1 ._; ; h •.,. • _,.r years. 
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We know that various possibilities exict for increusinc; local production 

so as to reduce a_ependence on e}:ternal sources of supply. '.I:he Administering 

Authodty has told us on several occasions that aJl that it needs is capital 

in reasonn.ble s,1µis and. technical aid to develop the latent economic posoibilities 

If we e/.:1. to this effort o-;.~ s:9e3J~_ng up the economic 

c.e· ;,_,loprncnt c•f -~he °I <; :..· :: ·ito-r;t the effort to revi ;:.;e it::; t8.xation s~rr::tcri , we should 

r.uc be far f::or:i our sod of l)l'Ovi:'..:i.nc; Som1::uiland with a relatively self••sufficient 

economy. 

In connexion with tm:es, I shculcl .like to sup1)ort the sugc;estion of the 

reJ,resento,tive of Ind.::..c., who comrnc.ll_ed the revision of tho taxation sy,:-;i;,.,m 

of the Territor~,r is not great arlC'1 that the So!!k {.Li peorle tend understarnlnbly to 

resist the idea of payinc taxes. But here again possibilities for increasing 

the taxes do exist, nncl we believe that the Sor.1ali people ,1ill not stat1d in the 

·1;;0,y of any action that.; is deG:lgned. to strengthen the f'ounc.lz;tions of their 

I do. not have rr,uch to say on the social and educational conditions in the 

Territory. I am sure that development in the ,je fields w.ill continue to 

progress to our satisfaction now that the Legislative Acsembly and the Somru.;L 

Gover1ment have ta}:en to a J.arc;e clegree the responsibilities in these fields. 

One shoulcl not fail to obset've that the p:coblems which still exist in these 

fields will henceforth consti tut.:: et testing grcuncl f::ir the [;omali Government, 

e.nd we hope that that Government ,rill live up to our e:;,,.'})ecte,tions. 

In onr opinion, the most dif::'icult problem in these two fields, a -problem 

which ha:; aJ.so affected the ove:r.-nll clev·,fLopni.~r~.t of t :,e T,:,::.·1•itory, is the 

Somali Goverr:.ment c,1101.:.ld rn:'curnlly ccll on the expe ".' · ; ,.;'Jl\.r:Lce of' tL.e appropriate 

specialized agencies, this _lJrob:l.em will in a short _"'"i<.)d c1,l cf t:i.r:e Jeri.cl. itself to 

a ln'oc;ressive solut:i.on., iYly d.elegaticn has no reaFe;., to ,1::.1.1:J+; t.::1 ~·.t t t..-2 Somnli 

otherc in the social and ed'..:r:!e,tional fields, so thn:s the Territ-01·:,· nmv not find 

itself in any_ way encumlJerecl in the exercise of its :i.ndcpendence uhen the time 

comes in 1960. 
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B8fore concluclinc; rny s tu.temf:)nt, I wish to refer briefly to the q_uastion 

of the lancuace of the Ter;t'itor;:;7. • m11· '. · •• b t . 1 • 1. is ques-cion nas een c. con r0vcr s:1a issue 

in the Trusteeship Cou:icil. Some of our coll eag~.,es have ac.voca.ted tho.t special 

efforts shoulc1 be macle to devise a written form for tlle Gomal.i lanc;ua5e in order 

to :1akc i t the '.;:·:£'icial lan:;,.:c.ge of the •rcrrito:-s;y . I t1o not wish to corm:;ent on 

t l::~.'.: qucst:ton, e:,:cc1,t ·,;o sny that He must, not oc more royalist tl~:1n the king 

1n "enc opir.:;_::m of r:;y cle:..i:•gn.tion, tr.,e :;ettlcr;ent of this issue must be 

le:t't entii-ely t.:i the 8(')ma1i people themselves. I 2:l:J in full u[!reement iTi th the 

vim1s of the re:proscntat ive of the United Kincc1orn on this point, ac ~,el;i. as with 

the ,i-i•2!WS of the reprc~:;ente.tive of /'.ust rr:,lia, ,ii.10 spo::e ·before rne tocJ.ay . Any 
, , 

otl:ar pos:;_tion in this rcr;c.1:a., no !'.i::J,ttcr what j_ '.;:::; me:, •il;s a:i•c:, 11ic;ht snn.cl: of a 

-..ri :t::·1 11 des ire 0:1 our }J1.irt; to force ou1' mm vie,-.'::; on the Somali lJCOl)le, a 

conclusim::. w:iich I am :.mre no mer.;ber of t his Cotmcil would C:llmr to be 

inferred. 

Hi th this, I e1ld ;·.ry remo.r}rn. I have, as r-.;e;:iberG of the Council have 

surely noticed., avoicl2c1 reference to points of (1etail. T:1is shou1cl not be 

construed as meaning that we have no views to offer on them. We fel t_, however, 

that with the asrJum:ption of 1•c::;ponsil)ilitieG for these matters by a nntioncl 

Somali Coverrn:,ent , it vas crily the part of visd.om to leoxe the problems involved 
----~ 

in these c1etails to tho.t Govern~ent. 

I n concJ.us:~on, I Vish to ava:Ll myself or th:i.s o:rlporttu~.t ~r to e:\.'}lress • to 

the specia.l repr i·::sentati ve ~ ns well as to the Prin:c Ii~ nj_st'3J:, the Pr..:isident of 

the Lcgisle.ti ve Assembly of Comru.iland, the Vice-PreGj.cler:t miu. the 8t=icrcttn·y , 

the de:rp c;ra:Gitud.e of 1:1y delegat i or: for their ass:Lst8.nce a:1d co .. operatiol'1 in the 

couJ:se o~: cu1:· cuc1.1:i.ci.erat:Lon of the r epcrt on S01i:a.liJ.e,:1·'-·· 

J.elecatio11 does uot intead. at this tir:e to nake a brief sto:tenent . At the 

pre·,•:i.odi :.1eetin;; oi' the Council on Fri6.ay, 15 June, the re:r>resen~~ative of lndj_e,, 

N'!.' , .. <::•-~:,_;: ~_,1::1 Menon, r.;ade o. stc,temer~t., with the general terms of wL<:o I?' ,:'_,~leG::.t-ion 

is :'i.n, ag:reemev.t, although there we1·e some details wiJ~h which my a.c:;_ec;u·::~ ... :m cannot 

ngroe. 
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i ·,; , ;o_s not o!l::t.: · !·'!~, KT ;_dma Menon vLo spol~e of th:LG, but there were other clelee;a·~ior, 

\,l,.:i.ch expre.sr.:<·,.l i:.,L-riiL,,::.· viewpoints th:Ls afternoon. My delegation will therefore 

clE:vote itself and lir:1i t itself to rep-2at:i.ng certa:Ln questions mentioned by other 

tleJ 2sati0m: i~, o:ra."~r to g:L v0. ~.;hese important points more em:phasj_s. We rnny sometimes 

r_;; h·t=~ o, <3:' .? '.: .:,:.•er,:~; mea.r,.:i. :n c; to ,: ,· ctn.j_n of the q_uesi-.ions :::aiscd
7 

and :Jerhaps we may 

Hm:ever, be:::'0'.".'e :-:: _ il,g 5.i.;to a. cureful study of tl1e question, I should like to 

make three general _observations. First of all, if the fundamental political 

obj2ctive j_n th2 '.[';_•ust 'l'-21-rj_tary is t l.10 n.c!1ievenent of inde~iende~ce or sel:f­

coven:..y::c:1:.·~ J '.1Ur~11 a i't1t1~lamc:r·t,,.J . pc<LL t :i.sul c~) iect::.-.re in the ce.se of S::>maJ 1.land U!Hler 

ltaliili• a,11,;2.n '. st.i.--at:l.o:-;-_; h ·Js by no rr:.:Ja :1..; d ,_r ;c.pr,e:1r·t.:d bt.t; st..bject _ m, it is to the 

t ir:ie-limit adopted. and c'.pprove(i oy the Adlai.nis~ering Authority, tlle political 

:problem, if it does not disappear, at least changes in its aspects. Therefore, the 

other fie:ds of dcvelop:n2nt in the 'l'crri t ory, st~ch as the economic, soci~l and 

eJucational fields, at the same tiwe also c~1e.nge their perspective, acquiring new 

proportio:10. On this basis our delegu:0ion, as well as a number of others, considers 

that the rnain dLf:ficul ty and the mnin obstacle in the path of the Uni te~l lbtions and 

the Administering Authority, o.s well as in the way of the Somali people themselves, 

is to be found in the economic fielcl. This is all tile more true if we take account 

of the social aml eclu(!ationa.l dl:'.)velopment which have to unde;rgo certain changes 

and solve ce:ctain :problems which l:i.ttle by little will be solved either by the 

Som: ~i people or by the Administering Authority before the time-limit, with the 

co-operation of person_s and instj_tutions of good w:tll. 

However, if the economic problem j_s r.ot solved, this will not permit the 

c~ysto,ll:lzation of the true inde:pem'ience of the Territory according to 

Clla:pters XII o.nd XIII of the Uni tecl No.tic::-1s Cbn.:rtcr. 

My second observation is of a general cha~acter which :perhaps I should hcwe 

started with and it is this. The special cliaracter of the Trusteeship Agreement on 

t)- :! Somuli Territory, no matter what reflectj.ons we may _ make on this point, 

confronts us with u fu:i.t accompli. This f'ai t accompll natU1·1tlly has certain 
• • ------'"-·•- . -··------

•!Onsequences. One of these, and certainly not the least importantj is that the 

observations and recommendations of the Council are usually addressed to the 

Ad.ministering Authority for a period of three and a half to four years, and it is 

obvious that with nearly four years ahead of' it it is impossible for the 
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Administering Authority to solve all the problems that may crop up in the Territory 

of Somaliland. 'l'hcrefore, the observations or reconnnendations of the Council must 

carry a double weight. On the one hand, they are addressed to the Administering 

Authority specifically if they are recomLendations that imply immediate action. 

9n the otber hand, although this may not be the intention of the Council, they are 

also ac..dressed to the people and. Government of Somaliland. We have had a number 

6f proofs of the civic conscience of the people of Somaliland. Undoubtedly, when 

they weigh the problems of their country and when they' endeavour to find solutions 

to those problems, they will no doubt take into account the opinions given in the 

United Nations not on:1..y from n•.,w on, but tl1ose opinions which have been registered 

since the beginning of the problem and since the setting up of the Organization. 

This does not mean that my delegation or any other d~legation here has any 

intention of giving advice to the people of Somaliland. We know full well that the 

people of Sorrialiland have their mm Governnent although that Government ns yet still 

has certain limitations to its powers. In other words, this remark up to a certain 

point justi:i'ies the abs·tention of my delegation from making reconunendations or 

suggestions. We ~,ill limit ours -2!1 ves to genere.l observations only or, in :problems 

that require immediate action, concrete recommendations. 

The third remark that I wish to malce refers to two or three very general 

problems. These problems are extremely serious and have repercussions on all four 

fields under which we in the Council usually classify a territory. In other 

words, they have repercussions on the social, political, educatlor.al and economic 

life of the Territory . .Among these problems is that of the nomadic population, 

the r elative poverty of the land or economy and, perhaps concurrently with that, 

mass education. I,Jy delegation intends to circt.:mscribe its statenent to 

observations on this matter. We shall no·t make any specific recommendations except, 

as I said before, in cases in which we feel irnmed.iate action is required. 

Under the framework of educ'1.tional development I should like to make a few 

remarks with regard to education e.s it cro!)s up in Somali land. I should first like 

to touch on language. During the question and answer period my delegation mentioned 

the unheard-of fact that the leaders of the Somali people themselves rejected their 

own vernacular language as the language in which teaching should be given. My 
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delegation prefers to interpret this as a mere rejection of the Somali language as 

a.n official l 2nc;uage or a l anguage of ad.1ninistrative work, but that they have not 

rejected the possibility of using the Somali vernacular in teaching. In some 

}:iro~1•a;;_:.1H~s of riass educatj_on specif:,i.c:nlly, the.t would tend to contribute to the 

soluticn ::::·f' th,. v·0bl c:n of tt<' nomaC.i c population. 

This leal:2 ,.x~ ~0 ,\'_; secc r.d. re:J::.r:i,: under the headine; of cducrrt:.O'l '>.l o.:-:;p2cts, 

The co,,tribut:i.on t.n,~·:: J. speG:Lal programme of mass education might rep:::esent towar<'ls 

the solving of this grave problem of tlle nomadic population should be carefully 

weighe(1.• I ag:·:"~e -m"~ircly ,vHh cU·cr t',elegations tha"!; the root of this IJrQblem is 

esscnt.~.::..lly ",.n •2conorc.•:_c ow,, .. De:.'. ·'jhe trov.ble t.1-:cre is thnc ccor_o:r11~.c ph~:~,::; ;·,1-;na have 

limits the e,lncationel as:r.:,ect to a lar-ge (..Xtent. IIowcve:c much we may try to stress 

t½e different forms of social and political organization, it is very difficult to 

.·yJ·,1<Jld tb~ i rl ca tb'.xt; the precervetlon of nomad.ism might in e.:ny contriln~tc to the . 

,,::: .. :a·::: ,cc: ha;p:L~i.::·s~ of the Sorr.:.i1i i.Jc20I>le. I am :positive_ that this id a p1·colem ?f 

;;n:::h comph~xity that we have to get a.t it from all possible angleG,. It is because 

d' tbi0 thet I CP.l:c! the liberty of sugc;esting :cl:.at one of the ways in wl.1ich we can 

tackle this problem is from the educational angle, but not in the -orthodox und 

traditiona::.. meaning of the word 11 educational". I am referring to "educational" 

ns it is b8sea. on a special study which would _ set forth a concrete pla!1 of action 

c..:~"d., if I rn.?,y br: :permitted to touch on a 1°atter sensitive nerve centre, it could 

o.p::,,2.y to . otiv;r · Terri torics. It wou:!.d be a plan of action. that might include such 

a thinz a.s a time-limit. My delegation is positive that we .might surely _count on 

the co-operation of UNESCO · in the· fu•aw:Lng up. of such a. pJ.an. 'l'he problem of a 

nc•,,10. ::'.:Lc :r,n::,-ulnthm '·is, to my mincl) cne of;' the two most important p:o:oblems confrontir. 

",: ha,t 'l1>S1T_;_to:ry, s.nd it goes he.nd iil hand with the pro:JJ.em of the poverty of the lane 

'l'he nomadic population has been estimated by some to be 80 per cent of the populatic 

and 70 per cent by the npecial repr e sentative in some of his answers. If it has not 

alre<1.dy caused it, it · :i.s causinc; the con;:_:ilex and thorny :p'.ro1Jl.em of the 1~:!:. te, which 

caused so many misunde:rste.ndings at previcus secsions because the danger of social 

stratification, which we strest~ed in our statem-2nts at the seventeenth session of 

the Council, is no longer a· danger in Somaliland, It is a fact and. it is being 

faced. 
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The stratification of classes in the Somali society has now crystallized, and 

the line: naturu,lly, is drawn between the nomadic population and the sedentary or 

urban population. It is obvious that the barrier that exists between the two parts 

of the population wil1 become hi :;her and higher as a result of the greater 

coefficient of evolution in t:1e ur1mn population, which receives social c.ncl 

educational services and which is closer to the sources of production and also 

clos er to political po.rticipn.tion in the government of the Territory. 

AlthouGh I have apparently slipped. into the field of social development, 

because I am tall~ing about stratification and the ~li te, it is obvious that, 

contrary to what ha11pcr~ea. in t;1e .'.i;eE'iJ~ories we studied at the se·,renteenth session 

of the Trusteeship Councj_l, the solution of the problem of this profound social 

divisiqn will not be found exclusively nor, primarily, in education or in educationa~ 

policy, if we use that word in its orthodox sense • . Any education of a European 

character that mig11t be given to the urban population would .not contr.ibute to but 

rather di."'.linish the possibilitJ of a solution to this complex problen. But there 

is another aspect in which ve may consider th!).t education can play a special and 

irc,portant role in the question of the nor:iads. .·. I . am not referring to the programme 

of mass education, which. I 1i1entioned earlier, but to the possibility of setting up 

a system of scholarships. I do not refer t(, scholarships for courses in the 

humanities or post-graduate courses in a 6ricultural techniques, but rather 

scholarships that would give the possibility of' leading the nomad populat ions into 

corm:1unities or smaller groups so far as the Terr·itory is concerned, in a. land in whic} 

the energy and dyno.mism of. the ~caclers, with economic and technical knowledge, hn.s 

set up . a sedentary economy. 

In his statement, which unfort1.mo.tely I w::~s 1.mable . to hear, although I have rea, 

it very car.ei'ull~', the representative of Imlia stressed what is happening in the 

Gobi Desert. May I point out that that is not only the desert of the world where 

the hand of nan and his energy has caused mira(!J.es. Uhat my delegation does ·want 

to stress, however, is that, without den:,ring the advantages of scholarships in other 

fields of study or human activity, and without d.enying the advantage of technical 

assistanc·e through the help of experts, if a member of a community could see 

exar.iples and .learn of the experiences of other communities that have faced and 

solved similar problems, the so.cia.l impact on him when he returned to his own 

cornmu.rii ty would be inm1easurable. 
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At previous rneetin(t,~ the Cm.mcil has reconnended tr) the Administering Authority 

thc:>,t the leaders o:i.' the Somali Government should be given, an opportuni t.y of seeing 

how democratic govcrru.1ents and ac1:iinist:cations function elsewhere. The suggestion 

we now make is on the · same lJ.n:):: ., but we do not refer to the Government but to 

elerr.ents of tli•::: nons,dl.c vcpu~ r,tlom, on which we are nmr focusing our at/; ·..!ntion. 

B,:!fo:r.e I 2..1.::::ve ,,0c:I :•,]. ,:1::, ,:-:io::ri , I should l:li'::e to cite some of t}·,,~ r:9inions of 

my colleaguec ou t~d.:::: s t:,i jc.::t. He were very encourace<l by . the f ;J,e:t tiuc the 

Visiting Mission reyo1.'t,ed. that the population of the. '11erritory showed a great desire 

:for an improvcrn~l~t in cocial se:,:·v·i ~~eG. lH1iloubterlly this desiJ:·e, sooner or later, 

ir::rr.n·ov:c r•-•~nt, r~ ]_-~hougt ,,n2e again V · .. =; Gl,o.<1,,: ',r cf :r.(;me,dicm hanr-;s ov0?' t:1is, because 

there 2,re c;:coups of t 11e :;;opulation \,hi (:ih v::..11 ;im1 it d~:ffictilt to receive the 

benefits of social services~ 

Second, with regard to proble1:1s of public health, my d.eleGation is e::·~-re:·,1ely 

nattsfied to not e the ef'forcs maclci l::; the Aduin:!.sterine /~uthori ty to co,;;: ,,,,.i~. cc1·tgJ_n 

(}_is eases suc.11 as t1.lberctllosiG ;- raa.lur:ta, lep1·osy a11cl other er1&qmic. sicknesu,. 

Eowever, we do hqie that these effort.G wJ.11 be inten;-:;ifiecl even further 1;.r~ c,::;:,•di ng to 

the needs of the people, the plnce and the time, and, mo1.·e specifically, w~ ubc1ld 

stress the need for :plans of hyciene ar.cl heaJ_th, not limited only to cities and 

munic:i.pali ties but integrateu. and co-ordinated in e. gcr.cral !)lan llncler the 

su1,erv:Lsj_on of :,echnice,l o:cgo.nizat~ ons. 'l'his prcoccu.1/ntion is, I thir1k; jus<;:i f.i.ed 

tuberculosis of the lungs has L c:tec.sed rather ti1an diminished. 1''urthe1·mo:re, we 

11O:.9c that, within this , plan of ir.1p1·0,iing . health and combating siclmesn, ·the nurnber 

of rural. l,.v,p:i.tn.::'. ,:,c:rv:t ces w~ll be Jnc'.renseJ. an:l that the nn~r½er of iridte.enous 

r,,Y;_;c1-.>t.ton the u:; :L'C' JcuJ.ties c;f the };Yoblem a.re cxtrei1t:;lJ :gr-':c,t, ·bnt. we );.:;, 0re lc:: •-,:r.-1, ,~<L; 

:from a mu::iber of pcti tions sub1~i tted to the Council, that patl. <.mts h'J.VC 1:: tli to letwe 

lcospitr..l before they ha.cl complete(l the t:i:eatmerrt for which they :first ent2red the 

hospital. 

Thirdly, wr:~ o,re c::ceeclingl~r pleased ·t"1io.t :::;cma.li ,rornen nre now en.joying all 

fundamental rights ancl f:c-eecloms and that the ;moral dic;ni ty of woman is respected and 

honoured on unequal rooting w:i.th that of mu.n. He understand that because of 

respect for certo.in customs or mores of the incligcnous population, the inferior 

I 
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conditions of women have not been entirely remedied. However, we hope that the 

/;.dministering Authority will intensify its ef:forts to educate the people to 

integrate women into the l)Oli.tical life of the country and to prepare. the road so 

that, little by little, women will be able to use their right to vote. 

Fourthly, some time ago the Trus➔;eeship Council re_commended that special 

attention: be given to the adoption of lesislative measures on the question of basic 

minimum wages and the reculation of labour conditions so that the workers would not 

only be guaranteed their inalienable 1•ights but would be provided with incen:tives 

that would redound to the benefit of the total productivity of the 'l'erritory. 

My delegation is somew:mt sac1d.enec1 by the fact that aprreciable progress has 

not been achieved durir:.; the pa~-,:.; few months. As we have pointed. out at other 

sessions, there is no system of 11rotectton for the worker. Furthermore, sufficient 

encouragement has not been given to the orca,nization of trade unions, which has _led 

to the cons'eq_uer:ce that -'che trade un:!.on mo·rement has not developed. spontaneously. 

Notwithstanding this, thP. Adr11inister:Lng Authority nevertheless has recognized the 

importance of lmowinc; the desires of the workers so _that in due course legislation 

can be drafted for the Legislative Assembly to adopt. 

This might be the right moment to recall some of the answers given by the 

special representative dliring the question and. answer period, sin_ce many of these 

problems have to be solved by the people of Somaliland themselves. My delegation 

agrees with the Administering Authority that_ it has to await the expression of the 

opinion and will of the people of Sorualiland. However, we must say that, so far as 
1 legislation is concerned -- particularly legislation that will better protect the 

future independence of the people of Somalilnnd -- the Administering Authority might 

tal:e the initiative, and perhaps should do so before the dead1ine of 1960 is reached. 

This being the case, and without in e,ny way prejudicin13 the o.ction that the 

Legislative Assembly might take in its expression of the will of the peopJ.e of 

Somaliland, the Administering Authority could rnake use of some of the prerogatives 

it has reserved for itself to set up certain programmes of law that would lead the 

Legislative ,Assembly to discuss ~cnvcntions with the International Labour 

Organisation. Such an initiative would in np we.y prejudge the final decision the 

Legislative Assembly might take on the matter. 
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Fifthly, an:l finally within t:1e social ,aspects of life in the Territory, there 

are bw very di:i:'fc:cent •problems that may _be linl,ed together by some of the:lr 

r.ian:!.festations. My <.le legation w;i.sl:es to mention these problems because we feel 

the~/ will continue to be stuJ.ie_d very ca:cefully by both th~ Government . of Gomalilaml 

J shal.l ::.~efer :fir.-, t::.y to the quc,:,tio;:. of 
• · .; , · ' 

1.memployr:1ent ', ,:.,:.~i. G(::c0r.c:-:,.y ·t,,--_. ·,;l:e .1_;.roblem of deli21q\l·:.)r,cy and. the .. creat, _:,~r.t of 

c7.e linq_t:ents. 
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I shall now proceed to deal with the question of econor.1ic development. We 

have already stated that we consider the economic and fiscal problem of 

Somaliland as the key problem in the territory, and I do not think that we are 

setting forth ony new statement. Apparently there is agreement in so far as the 

problem itself is concerned, namely, the problem of money. That seems to be the 

main problem in Somaliland. Apparently there i .s a.J.so a majority opinion with 

regard to the origin or causes of this situation. It in not only a questitm -of wha 

or why, but rather how. In other words, if we are in agreement that this is 

the problem which must be solved ineluctably, how are we going to solve it7 

Recommendations and observations have been made to t.he effect that this 

problem should continue to occupy the thoughto of the Administering Authority 

and the Trusteeship Council. The greater part of that attention will, no doubt, 

natura.J.ly depend on the results of the report of the International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Develo1;ment. l-iy delegation shares the opinion of the 

delegation of the United States tho.t it is urgent that the Council should be 

informed of that report as soon as possible und, if necessary, that the 

Trusteeship Council should consider it at the special session in the autumn ofthis 

year. lo the meantime I however, it i::; i·c:'tt.cr difficult to r ocuo :.ttar.t:tro on the 

programme of economic development, the question of the budgetary deficits and 

the fiscal situation of Somaliland as a whole. Notwithstanding this, my 

delegation wishes to state that it is in complete agreement with the fact that 

the time being we ought not to count on oil as a source of income or as an 

improvement for the Somali economy. 

I mention "oil11 specifically because pe1·haps it might be the right mcment 

for 

to mak;:e some allusion to the cor;tesponding legislation. Once again I must recB,11 

those planned laws which tbe Administerinc Authority has 1':ept as its nr\ 

prerogative. Would it not be time for the l\ctJinistering Authority to :i.'e-stuJy 

and, if neccsoary, ratify the laws that will regulate the exploration and 

exploitation of oil in Somaliland? M;y deleGation feels that if this economic 

problen is to be solved to permit -the political independence of Somaliland, then 

it munt also be solved ·with that end in view. 
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But outsidt:, of the matter of oil an~the Bo.nk's report, we would like to 

make a few remo.t-ks o.nd perhaps stress some possibilities. First of all, I do 

not thinlt e.nyone can doubt that for a certain number of years the economy and 

the financial a.spect of the life of Somaliland -- and I draw this distinction 

bet\{een ecom,my o.nd the finuncioJ. o.spect because in Spanish "economy" and 11 finance'' 

are different wilJ. ho.ve to . rely on l\Ssistance, be it from· intornationnl 

organiza:tianQ or from o. contimmtion of a.id on the part of the Administering 

Authority or.f~om o.id of other :Powers. Certainly my delegation does not reject 

this; .on the contrary,• it insists that ercater scope should be given to the 

possibility or studying syotcms of co-operation between the regional economies 

r f .tho.t part of the world. I want to say, :first of nll 1 that I am not thinking 

of any country or group of. count1•ien or territories in particular, but ·that I 

am merely limiting the aclvantages inherent in possible regional economic 

co_-operation, which in our part of the world has now been termed ueconomic 

integration 11. Natµ_rally, when s_peQ.king in that way, -my de],egation is referring 

to neighbouring countries, wbatev~r . they r,1ight be .• 

Thirdly, we 111:eet the problem of ncr.w.di:::m. I think that with this 

problem we are touchine the very roots and orit3it1 of' the situation. 

My delegation feols .that even though this problem may be focussed from the point 

of view of education and the social angle, and it ro.ay have its repercussions in 

the political aspects of the . . country,. we cannot deny that the marrow of the 

problem is strictly economic. Until the economic root is straightened out, a~l 

other efforts will_ be .in vain. .But it was in this economic field tho.t my 

delegation, spol~e . ea:i;lier of. tJ1e nee a. for . educational efforts. . In other words, 

the economy of the. country mu:3:t be staple .and one of' the best ways of making it 

so is through programmes . of mass education which are adequate for the encl. in v:.ew . 

Another wa1;/ .would be to have a :programme of scholarships for non-political eler.1c:nf-. , 

of the nomnd groups, and so on. 

In the fourth place, I should like to stress something that is worrying us, 

the fact that · the A<:4ninistering Authority and perhaps our O'l-m delegations may be 

considering the . economic problem of Somalilo.nd with eyes that are somewhat alien 

and with ears that are somewh~t deaf to the intimate desires .and aspirations of 

the people of Sornaliland. 
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We have the impression -- it is only a passing impression and I e.m not making 

a f'inn statement -- that the utilization, of the criteria of' the Administering 

Authority, or even the opinions of our own delegutions, might lead to results 

that are very far removed from the true economic situation of the Territory, or 

might even go counter to the profound aspirations of the people of Somaliland. 

If we could see the neea.s and if we could view the problems of the economy of' 

Somaliland with indigenous eyes, then we would have a better perspective. 

The difficulties with regard to domestic finance and the balance of payments 

arise, to a great extent, from the super-position of interests and alien criteria 

which are quite separate from the true interests of Somaliland. The only 

constructive proposition that comes to our mind at this moment, as regards this 

question, is immediately to organize a national Somali council composed exclusively 

of representative elements which are not political but which are representativcG 

of the people of Somaliland, members of the most important fields of production, 

of the consumer class, of the la1)ouring class, a.nd so on. This body would study 

the entire financial problem in all its details and propose what measures should 

be put into practice while the Italian administration is there, so as to facilitate 

the birth of the !lew State and formulate the economic and financial policies of 

the new Government. This council could carry out its work with entire freedom. 

It could be granted all the necessary facilities; it could be given all the 

indispensable powers so that its worlr. would be useful and effective. 

I do not think I am going too far if I point out that the International Bank 

for Reconstruction and Development, when it presents i_ts report, is not going to do 

anything to stop this; on the contrary, that report is one of the docwnents that 

might be the starting point of some of the work of this council. 

Fifthly, I should like to express a hope, which is no longer a worry or a 

concern, that both the Administering Authority o.nd the new independent sovereign 

State of Somaliland will in due course be able to utilize the co-operation and 

integration of international programmes of technical assistance in order to prepare 

legislative plans that will regulate investments of :private capital in the TerritorJ 

so as to attract that private ca.pito.l, and in order to utilize it in the economic 

development plan of the Territory or of the State, a.nd also to protect the 

sovereignty and independence of that future State. 
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Finally, I can only make some concrete remarks with regard to specific 

problems of the economy of the Territory which are not directly affected by 

the problem of nomadism. I refer to the high cost of production which is 

primarily due to deficiencies in the system of the cultivation of crops and 

perhaps the inau.eqaate manipulation and handling of crops; a problem which · is 

par~icularly acute as far as crops that are used for export sre concerned. 

Both Visiting Missions to the •rerritory have stressed the situation with ·· 

rec;ard to the banana trade. The production of . this article has been greatly 

stimulated by the high prices :paid by the Italian State monopoly on bananas. 

The prices set by that monopoly are higher than those on the world market and 

they have permitted the Somo.li producers to be compensated for the very high 

cost of production. 
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But that artificial situation is basically undesirable for the Territory 

becnuse a change .in .the policy of that monopoly _or a decision to stop purchases 

anc1 this may occur on the day of indepenc;l.ence -- would place one very important 

field of Somali trade in a ·very dangerous . position, to the extent that it might be 

fearecl that b:..,n2.nas .would have no other .possibility of being exported; despite, the 

fact that they com,titute one of the highest sources of the Territory's income. 
} 

I do not th:.nk that the gro.vity of this problem need be stressed, but the high 

cost of production should .be comba.tted by overcoming the deficiencies ip the 

cultivation of the fruit and in its handling when it has been harvested. 

I shall proceed :to the last part of my statement, namely, the matter of 

polit:i.cal development. In this I shall be brief because, as I said earlier, we 

feel that tpe deadline sives this aspect of the question a very different 

perspective. 

Somalilanrl Will be independent in 1960, at Which time we hop~ and pray that 

it Will take its place in the United Nations as a sovereign State. 

I shall not deal Wj_th the question of the frontier With Ethiopia. I merely 

wish to say that we have this matter strongly in mind, ancl we hope that the 

negotiations bei.ng undertaken by Italy and Ethiopia Will result in abolishing this 

nightmare, that today hurts and tomorrow might seriously dronage the fate of the 

Territory. It is With great hope that we await the :>:-esults of these negotiations. 

Nor do I Wish to discuss the problem of tension between th!;! different tribes, 

Which occupiec1 the attention of the Council at previous sessions. He are 

convinced that the Ac.ministering Authority Will continue to concern itself With 

this question in the liBht of the recommendation of the Trusteeship Council Which 

was adopted last year. In the meantime we have taken note of the reply given by 

the special representative to the representative of Syria to the effect that the 

problem was brought to the attention of :the Commission of Political Parties Which 

was created to advise the Administration. No final decision was taken before the 

elections, but the Administering Authority had at that time decided to bring this 

entire question to the tittention of both the Government of Somaliland and the 

Le[!;islHti ve Asserably. 



MH/gd T/IV .798 
97 

(Hr. Arenales Catalan, Guatemala) 

I shoul<1 J.ltl:e to mal~I'.= one specif'i<? observation as to tbc statistics 

W:Lth re32.rcl to population, and that is thP. fact that there is no census, but that 

tl:ere .is what the opec.ial representative called an evaluation, and the incon13ruity 

in the statistics Which the ,.Administering Author:lty has drawn up, relating to the 

mu:ibc;r of votcrn. and composed of adult men, in accordance With the legislation in 

force. My deJ.ec;ation does not Wish to stress an incongruity Which has been 

referred, to a nuraher of timen, but, in nddition to the need for organizing, 
; '· 

prograrmnin3 and carrying out an adequate census of the population, we should like 

to s:tresG two other pro1)lems -which are corollaries to any election thut may be 

held. Firr;t of all, v1hatever ~rror may have occurred in estimating the number of 

the riop-.1J.a"tion and,.the ··v·ot~rs/ ev~~ytl~ing fJeems to inclicate that, as far as the 

nomadic group::, are concerned, there Were many votes Which would ensure a 

represento.tive che.racte:t· to the present Government of Somaliland._- .However, i:f 

.. ab.stention in politic;:i.l ;voting is a proof of civic immaturity, we cannot but 

conc.lude that the extraorqinary number of votes, showing many voters, among the 

nomadic groups, is also a proof of sufficient political maturity for the 
• ' i 

Administering Authority and the present.Government of Somaliland_ to. consider the : ·r . . -

possihil:i,ty of granting direct suffrage. 

My second remark on election questions relates to the female vote. I me.de 

some previous rer:1arks. on this point, and other representatives have also spoken 

of it • . All I need. saynow is _that we hope that the elections. in 1958 Will include 

among the voters all women able and old enough to vote. 

In conclusion, I Wish . to repeat the agreement of my delegation With the fact 

that the ess,entinl problem, fucing the people of Somalila.nd,, facing the Administering 

Authority, and facing the United Nations is the economic UI").d financial question, 

the effortn to aolve wr.ich have, I think, been assisted somewlmt by our remarks, 

and we hope that it_ W;i.11 be aideµ_ considerably by, a later e::e.mination of the 

report of the International Bank. We repeat that the two circumstances }'lhich 

Weic_;h most heavily are the nomadism and the relative poverty of the ·soil. Ue feel 

that the efforts to solve these problems m~st come from an organized and integrated 

e.ttack thrc:.1gh nll spheres of dev,,.lopment in the Territory, progrrur.ined and 

integrated on realistic lines, taking into account all sources of finance and 

havi ng e.s its main objective the solution of the economic problem of Somal:i.land, 

guaranteeing its independence and serving as a prcrequiflite to the assured 

evolut:i.on in other spheres of life under the guidance of its own people. 
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Finally, my delegation Wishes to reaffirm its Welcome to the representatives 

of the Government of Somaliland who, in a f~w years, I am sure, Will be able to 

joi n us in juridical equality at this table, At the same time, I Wish to rep~_~t 

my trj_bute to the Administer:i.ng Authority for the manner in Which it ip • 

e:1L1ea vourine; t u fulfil the task embodied in the Trusteeship Agreements. 

The r RESillENT: The Council Will recall that, at its 706th meeting, it 

decided to extend an invitation to the permanent representative of Ethiopia to 

address the Council. 

At. the :Lnvttat1.on of the President, Mr. · Heywot, representative of Ethiopia, 

tock a scat at the Council table, 

Mr. IIEYWCT (Ethiopia): First of all, I thank you, Sir, and members of 

the Council for having. extended the courtesy of an invitation to my Government to 

make its position clear on this vital, question of the frontier between Ethiopia 

and the Trust Territory of Somaliland, As permanent representative of Ethiopia, 

I take this opportunity, on behalf of my Government, to give expression to the 

interest Which Ethiopia has taken in the dis~ussions in the Trusteeship Council 

as regards the Trust Territory of Somaliland. 

In the first place, I should like to express the very deep sense of 

satisfaction Which my country feels in noting the presence here, for the first 

time, of officials of the newly-established Government of the Territory and to 

greet the ;flrime Minister, the Chairman of the Legislative Assembly, and their 

colleagues, Ethiopia feels particularly entitled to salute these representatives 

and to rejoice w~th them in the progress achieved,since Ethiopia is the sble 

Member of the United Nation~ to have a constant record in favour of the 

independence of the Territory. At the same time, I Wish to express the view that 

congratulations and appreciation should be extended to all Members of the United 

Nations and placed on record as regards, the contribution and the achievements of 

the Administering Authority to that end. 



M.A/bs 'r/P,v_. 708 
101 

(Mr. Heywot, Ethiopia) 

As the members of the Trusteeship Council are well aware, Ethiopia and Italy 

have for some time been dealing 'With a problem of unusual complexity, namely, the 

fronLier between Ethiopia ,and the Trust Territory of Somaliland. Those negotiations 

hnve tal:en place in a friendly atmosphere, a't1d progre:ss has been achieved 

not.:iithstanding the complications involved. · At this juncture, I venture to 

observe that one thing is clear; that is, that Italy is animated by a sincere 

and firm resolve to fulfil to the letter the terms of the United Nations resolution 

providing for the independence of the Territory by 1960, We would like to believe 

that, for its part, Italy has learned from the negotiations that Ethiopia. r'emains 

firmly attached to the same princi'ple of independe11ce for the'Territbry, wh:i.ch it 

he.s constantly supported·. Both sides are desirous of providing on ·agreed 

frontier for the independent· State to be established in 1960, and the course of the 

negotiations fully confirm that this objective is •sincerely sought by both sides, 

if I may say so without entering in o.ny way into the substance or form of those 

negotiations. 

As · I have just indicated, · this is not the time or the place to enter 'into any 

discussion of the negotiations under way between the two Governments. However, in 

keeping with the observations of the Italian representative, I should like to point 

out -- and I am sure he will agree with me ih this ..::. that these negotiations have 

riot remained on the level of any pious or insincere generalities, but have been 

directed to the solving of the specific and difficult problems involved in the 

light of specific requirements and in an attitude of good will and the desire 

to expedite . the solution, ' s ·uch being the case, I should like, if I may, to 

address myself briefly to ce:ctain comments that I have heard expressed at the 

Council table.these last few days. 

The Chairman of the Legislative Assembly of Sop:1aliland has expressed his 

appreciation of the attem:pts; of Ethiopia and Italy to reach an agreement, but 

he asks that the neGotiations under way be abandoned in favour of other procedures. 

I must state with all respect that there is some obvious difficulty with such a 

suggestion, which, in effect, will immediately suspend if not put anend to the 

negotiations between Ethiopia and the Administering Authority. My Government has 

repeatedly stated·-"" indeed it has done ·so so often in this Organization that I 

/ 
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surely have no need. .to insist on the point -- that_ it has always been prepared to 

negotiate directly with the Somali Government itself. _However, if we are to 

negotiate now, as we are asked to do, we .must necessarily negot_iate with the 

Administering Authority which alon,e , ha.s _com:petence today in the mntt<=r. Perhaps the . - . • . ~ . . 
negotiations have not proceeded as fn~t ~s Ethiopia or the Administering Authority 

or ot hers had ho1jed. But I can assure eve91:one here- that they are beinc; pressed with 

the utmost sincerity and with a determination to succeed. I fail,. therefore, to see 

with what ,,ustification we are now _ asked to abandon the only acceptable -normal 

procedure. }1oreover, the Chairman of the LegisJ..ativ-e Assembly will himself recall 

that he and others had particularly requ.ested, along with the Aclminister:l.n13 Authority, 

that mernbers of the loca,l goyernment be added, to _ the .negotiating, parties. Our only 

difficulty then uas of a purely tec~nica_Lnature, namE3ly, whether such members 

could negotiate in regard to a matter which, by the terms of the Trusteeship 

Agreement, fell exclusively to the Adluinistering Auth~ri.ty, as Italy has repeatedly 

stated. 'tfaen a r.10lution was reached permitting their participation in the 

delegation, they were most cordially welcome_d in Ethiopia. - I am positive that the 

Chairman is well aware of .the fraternal welcol:lle extended to those members of the 

delegation. As and when an agre_ement ,is _Feo.ched ~n the relevant principles 

according to where the line of the frontier is to be . drawn, . then, as I have 

repeatedly stated here, there should be no reason why that frontier should not 

be properly delimited and the entire question settled to the satisfaction of all 

concerned. 

I now turn briefly to the remarks made by the representative of Egypt on the 

Advisory Council. First of all, I wish to dispc_ise of a. reference which he made to 

a letter which I addressed to this Council on 22 Jt1;ly of last year. The 

representative referred to alleged events that -he asserts have taken place in 

"the disputed Ogaden area", and then he ~uoted a .~ragraph from my communication, 

at the same time, I am afraid, lifting it out of context. ·I deeply regret that the 

representative of Egypt should have chosen to do so, for, if I may say so, his 

comments appeared to me to be quite unwa.rrant;ed. My let_ter of last_ .year referred 

to remarks made in the Council by certain representatives concerning certain regions 

in the interior of Ethiopia, such as the 110gaden, the Reserved Area and the Haud.11
• 
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Naturally, every :Member of the United Nations in, entirely justified in , opposing 

cliGcussion of its internal affairs, and I am sure that my colleague from Egypt 

would be the first to d,o so w~re sim_ilar questions to o.rise regarding his_ own 

CO"J . .ntry. However, he has again _compound~d the injury by introducing his remarks 

on 12 June last with a fresh reference to a term reserved exclu,sively for a well­

defined region of Ethiopia. Were I to suggest t,hat there were any doubts ns to 

whether Egy:pt could lo.y claim to any of its territory, I am sure that the 

representative of Eg;ypt coul,d take clear exception to my remarks. I make 

no such inference, and I feel entitled to expect the same consideration from my 

colleague from Egypt. 

'.l'he . representative of Egypt has stated the view that the fears and anxieties . . 

of the Somali people . have their roots in the frontier q\lestion.. It seems that the. 

representative .of Syria. has associated himself with the concern expressed by the _ 
~ - . -

representative of Egypt. This _concern, I am afraid, is somewhat. exaggerated, to 

say the least. The representative of Egypt . showed concern with respect ~o 11 attempts 

by certain foreign Powers, both Afripan and n~m-:-African, to bind_ . the independence of 

Somaliland to their cha.riot". (T/PV. 704, E._. .11) I do not interpret this last . 

statement as ,directed against my co1,Jntry . . However, for the benefit oi' those here 

present, I should rec?1ll to ;you that whereas for years , foreign Powe~s. have had . 

substantial misi:,ions and personnel in the Territory, and whereas those mission~ 
. . . . . . . . . . .. -·.·•-· . 

have_ given risen to not inconsiderable.comment abroad, Ethiopia, on the.contrary, 

has been criticized for not having any official or other connexion with the 
I • , 

Territory• Only in the lo.st few months has Ethiopia. had a liaison off;ice; . in 

the Territory. Even today, whereas there is an intricate network of _airlines and 

radiocommunic~tiop~ between Ethiopia and surrounding te1:i:i~ories, . there are no 

such links between Ethiopia. and the Ti·ust Territory. This .is so not out of .any 
. ' ' 

lack of fraternal interest on the part of my country but, _out of• our sincere desire 

to avoid influencing in ~ny way t~1e full and free exercise of ;the right of political 

choice and self-determination within the Territory. 
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Eowever, ruy colleague from Egypt; in his oral remarks, has made a reference 

which, by definition, appears to apply to the neighbours of the Trust Territory. 

Ifo nllt.,;.ded to the -ambitions of those who seek territorial expansion. Inasmuch as 

Ethiopia borders directJ,y upon the Trust T.;rri tory, I cannot nllow this reference 

to :pa::.;s by in stlence. As representatives are all aware, this Territory is 

bounded by Ethiopia, Kenya 1'1.nd British Sorualiland. It would, of cource, be 

high:y impertinent foi• me to speak about other territories, but with regard to 

Ethiopia. I must a:ssert that my Government emphatically and indignantly rejects any 

implication such as that which the Eeyptian representative seeks to draw against 

its neighbour. For the very reason which I have just indicated, relations between 

Ethiopia and the·· Trust Territory are more limited than those existing with other 

countries fo.r removed. · On the other hand, my colleague from Egypt seems to have 

forgotten -- rather conveniently, I might add -- that the history of the frontier 

question as raised at the United Nations is totally inconsistent with any so 

gratuitous an implication·. It is inaccurate that, as he has asserted, · the frontier 

question ·ho.s appeared before the General Assembly and the Trusteeship Council since 

1950. In fact, it has been discussed since 19+9, when Ethiopia repeatedly drew 

the attention of the United NationS to the fact that no agreed frontier existed, 

and that it would, in consequence, be extremely difficult to envisage the 

establishment of trusteeship ~,ithout a well-defined and agreed frontier, if for no 

other reason than that the occupying Power would be necessarily compelled to hand 

over possession according to some arrangement. 

I stated a moment ago that this is necessarily a matter that vitally concerns 

Ethiopia. Yet the United Nations chose in 19+9 to ·determine that this matter was 

unimportant. The representative of Egypt at that time absta'ined on the issue. 

Ethiopia remains deeply grateful for the sympathetic support and consideration 

given to it on this vital question by the Soviet Union and others. However, the 

majority having decided otherwise, arid notwithstanding the rebuff and scant 

consideration given to Ethiopiats views, we loyally accepted the line ad.opted by 

the 'l'rusteeship Council and have at no time claimed any territory beyond the line 

adopted by the United Nations itself. And yet my colleague from Egypt, perhaps 

unintentionally, has ~npugned the purity of Ethiopia's motives. I do hope that, 

I 
I 
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Ot.lt of considerations of accuracy and friendship, he will withdraw his remarks• 

In that case I , shall be pleased to ask to have the paragraph of my remarks devoted 

t-~) tLis .questi,on deleted. 

Pinclly, my colleague from Egypt has remarl<.ed that the negotiatio~s with the 

A:ll:;i::1.is-:;ering h1thority were deadJ.ocl:ed and that no agreement -wha:tsoever was reached. 

He is no doubt aware of the joint communique issued by the two negotiating parties 

which states, on the contrary, that 11 substantial. agreements on :fuo.c.amental points 

have _been reached". - .. -1.s not aware that the representative vf Egypt was a party. 

to _thos e ncgoti,ations or that he was in a position to contradict what was affirmed 

by the purties themselves. His statement really is completely uhjusti.fied by the 

facts. I can only ref'_er the Egyptian representative to the very fair statement 

made by t he re1;_resentative of Italy to the effect that the two delegations agreed 

to suspend their work in order to allow the Italian representative to report 

verbally to his Government and receive further instructions. 

I am grateful to thP representative of India for having drawn the -attention 

of the Council to the terms of the communi']ue in question. It seems to me that, 

in his customary way, Mr. Jaipal has brought the d_isc_ussion back to its, general 

high level where negotiations between Ethiopia and Italy have placed it. I am 

also grateful to Mr. Krishna Menon, the distinguished .statesman of _ India, for- paving 

introduced into the 1Tusteeship Coun~il discuss~on his wise counsel.sand advice, 

to which we are accustomed to listen attentively since we deeply respect his views. 

Speakine; from wide experience, and with his usual ability to grasp and solve 

difficult problems, he carefully showecl the need for a greater understanding of 

this d.elicate frontier problem, and left with confidence the task of seeking a 

solution to the GovernrJents of Ethiopia and Italy. 

We have noted with sntisf'action that most of the members of the 'l'rusteeship 

Council have also approached the problem with a sense of realism and objectivity. 

I can assure members of the Council that my Government will leave no stone unturned 

to reach a satisfactory solution ol' the frontier probl.em, which is of great concern 

equally to us and to the future independent State of Somaliland. As Ethiopia 

pointed out to the United Nations as long ago as 19+9, the frontier issue is not an 

easy one to solve. With Italy, we have deployed and will ccntinue to deploy our 

best efforts for the attainment of an early solution. However, we cannot surely 
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be expected. to succeed if at every turn we are confronted with false and 

gratuitous accusations such as the assertion that the negotiations have been 

deadlocked and that no agreement has been reached. I feel quite entitled to ask 

that our will tho.t the negotiations succeed be reciprocated and shared by the 

States here represented. Anything less will lead to precisely that deadlock 

which some members would appear to solicit. Such an attitude is far from 

contributing to the solution of the problem. Neither will it serve the best 

interests of our Somali brothers, whooe welfare and progress we deeply cherish. 

We believe that they will grow and prosper only through disinterested assistance. 

For our part, we wish to extend to our Somali brothers a wholehearted, fraternal 

co-operation in their effort to attain full independence in 1950, and in achieving 

and maint aining the social and economic advancement of the Territory. 

The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of Ethiopia, and call now 

on the representative of Egypt. 

Mr. SALAH (Eeypt) (Member, Advisory Council) : In view of certain 

comments which the representative of Ethiopia has made on my statement, I should 

appreciate it :..,ery much if the Council would afford me an opportunity to make some 

observations on those comments at a later stage. 
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The PnESIDEI'iT: I was going to malrn an announce~ent to the Council in 

this connexion. I have been informed by the representative of Italy and the 

special representative that they would wish to make their statements and replies 

on Weclnenday. For that reason, I should like to assure the representative of 

Egypt that he will be siven an opportunity to do so on Wednesday. 

At tomorrow's meeting, we shall first hear a statement by the Secretary­

General of the United Nations on the subject of community development. Following 

that statement, the Council will begin its examination of conditions in the 

Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands. In this reEjpect, the Council will hear 

the opening ::;tatement of the representative and the special representative of the 

Administering Authority, and we might perhaps begin our questioning on political 

advancement. The Council will then conduct its hearing of the Ngondo Traditional 

Assem1Jly of the Douala People of the Cameroons under French administration. It 

has come to my l:nowledge that their representatives have now o.rri ved in New York. 

If time permitn and if the Council so asrees,the Council will then examine the 

draft report to the General Assembly prepared by the Secretariat (T/L.683). 

The meeting rose at ~.50 p.m. 




