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The outcome document of the Fourth Review Conference of the Programme of
Action to Prevent, Combat, and Eradicate the illicit trade of small arms and light
weapons should consider the following language:

[2024 Declaration]

* We commit to take review our internal procedures to ensure that industry and
private sector entities operating under national jurisdiction conduct their
business consistent with the Programme of Action. We likewise commit to
provide better policy and operational guidance to industry in supporting our
efforts in the effective implementation of the Programme of Action.

We recognize the need and importance of in-depth discussions on the role of
industry in responsible international transfers of small arms and light weapons,
and ensure that the work undertaken in the framework of the Programme of
Action includes the involvement of external stakeholders, such as
representatives of the business and financial communities, international
organizations and civil society, including NGOs with specific expertise on
responsible business conduct, arms transfers and the effects of their illicit and
unregulated trade.

We welcome the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights and the
Information Note by the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights on
“Responsible business conduct in the arms sector: Ensuring business practice in
line with the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights”.

[Action-oriented measures for effective implementation of the Programme of Action
to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons
in All Its Aspects, 2024-2030]

» To take necessary steps to ensure that industry and private sector entities
operating under national jurisdiction conduct their business consistent with the
Programme of Action.

To promote and facilitate opportunities for industry to develop and adapt their
respective processes and oversight to contribute to supporting the
implementation of the Programme of Action.

To provide policy and operational guidance, as well as support, to industry
efforts to conduct diversion risk assessments taking into consideration the
Programme of Action.

To raise industry awareness regarding the UN Guiding Principles on Business
and Human Rights and the Information Note by the UN Working Group on
Business and Human Rights on “Responsible business conduct in the arms
sector: Ensuring business practice in line with the UN Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights”.

To develop operational guidance for different industry entities in the SALW
supply chain as to how to assess human rights risk with respect to specific
contracts/transfers.

To enhance dialogue with and outreach to State’s industry to raise awareness
and exchange of information and of best practices for the implementation of the

gl
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Programme of Action, as well as to better understand the specific challenges and
needs of a State’s industry in relation to the provisions of the Programme of
Action.

To promote the use of technological innovations from production in precluding
diversion and ensuring SALW physical security throughout their lifecycle.

To encourage producers to invest in research and development efforts to develop
innovative technologies and solutions for enhancing the traceability, security,
and accountability of SALW.

To enhance oversight and follow-up of manufacturers/producers known to have
facilitated trafficking and/or diversion.

To engage in multi-stakeholder consultations with communities affected by
irresponsible or negligent SALW industry practices.

To ensure that victims of negligent or unlawful SALW industry conduct that
results in diversion or illicit trafficking have access to justice to hold
perpetrators accountable and obtain compensation for harm.

To initiate or enhance focused deliberations on the role of industry in
responsible SALW transfers and share their experiences and practices of
effective measures including existing processes, guidance and related materials,
and written guidance materials relating to national efforts to ensure industry
awareness and compliance with national transfer control systems.

To implement or enhance rigorous procedures for thoroughly assessing both the
end-use and end-user of exported SALW with the aim of preventing their
diversion, misuse, delivery, or re-transfer to unauthorized recipients.

To promote that producers conduct thorough due diligence on potential
customers to ensure that SALW are only sold to authorized recipients.

To give due regard and special attention to exports and transfers to and from
unregulated civilian markets.

To strengthen verification of end-user certificates and ensure that SALW
transfers are only conducted for legitimate purposes to authorized end-users,
including through the adoption of verifiable and robust procedures for the
issuance and authentication of end-user certificates.

To enhance the regulation of SALW brokering activities through licensing,
registration, and stringent monitoring mechanisms to prevent illicit brokering
and trafficking.

To ensure that brokering activities be transparent, accountable, and aligned with
the Programme of Action in order to close a significant avenue for trafficking
and diversion in SALW.

To enhance controls and monitoring of suspicious bulk transactions that
contributes to the stockpiling of SALW by criminal networks.

To enhance oversight of the digital SALW marketplace to prevent anonymous
and unregulated transactions by unlicensed private sellers that facilitate and
perpetuate illicit trafficking and trade.

To consider requiring contractual penalties and contingencies in SALW transfer
agreements, including the cancellation of further SALW deliveries and the legal
termination of relations with the client, in case diversion has occurred.
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* To implement industry outreach programs and improve regulatory oversight as
to ensure that manufacturers adhere to strict export control measures to prevent
the unauthorized transfer of SALW across borders.

* To ensure awareness and continued updated for industry, especially exporters
and brokers, for compliance with relevant UN Security Council-mandated arms
embargoes and sanctions.

* To promote partnerships between producers and governments to sharing
information and best practices, participating in capacity-building programs, and
supporting initiatives to strengthen legal and regulatory frameworks related to
preventing SALW diversion and trafficking.

[Action-oriented measures for effective implementation of the International
Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trace, in a Timely and Reliable Manner,
1llicit Small Arms and Light Weapons, 2018—-2024]

* To enhance diversion prevention from production through proper marking and
tracing.

* To enhance resilience to diversion and trafficking by implementing robust
traceability mechanisms in SALW production processes.

* To ensure that SALW have unique and permanent markings at the point of
manufacture (including the country of manufacture, manufacturer’s name, and
a serial number), to significantly enhance the ability of law enforcement and
regulatory bodies to trace SALW across their lifecycle, facilitating the
identification of diversion points into the illicit market.

[Action-oriented measures to promote effective international cooperation and
assistance to ensure the effective implementation of the Programme of Action to
Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the lllicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in
All Its Aspects and the International Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trace,
in a Timely and Reliable Manner, lllicit Small Arms and Light Weapons, 2024—2030]

* To enhance capacity building of industry for better client assessments that take
into consideration the potential client’s intended end-use, prior record of lawful
use, and known or suspected relationships with criminal organizations.

* To promote capacity building to support States’ producers in providing
comprehensive training to their employees on the risks of diversion (including
training on identifying suspicious activities, reporting irregularities, and
maintaining accurate records) and the importance of compliance with relevant
regulations and standards.

[Follow-up to the Fourth Review Conference of the Programme of Action]

* One of the biennial meeting of States in the period between the Fourth and the
Fifth Review Conferences be dedicated to the theme “The role of industry in
supporting implementation of the Programme of Action and the International
Tracing Instrument”.
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