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2 . Examination of petitions L-ljf (continued) 

The Official Record of this rneetin~ , i.e., the summary record, will 

appear in mimeographed form under the symbol T/SR.662. Delegations 

may submit corrections to the swum~y r ecord for incorporation in the 

'.final version which will appeai· in a pri:1ted volume . 
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EXAMINATION· CF : COI\1DITIONS n; TOGOIJ:ND mJDER FRENCH ;\.DMII'-TI:3TR/,TION (T/:.,.630 ) 

( contin~ca): 

(a) /J,JNU;\L llliPORT OF TH2 1~HGIE:::'.i'·Er.IEG AUTHORITY FOR l954 (T/1202, 1202/t.dd .l, 

1 223 ar.d 1232) {f.genda item 3 ~7 
(b) PE'.::' ITIOixS CIPCUIN:!:ED· UiDER RULE 85 , Fi1R\CR.i,F1I 2, CF TF.E RU!..ES OF T-RSCEDURE 

CF THJ T.Ri.JSTREGHIF c om:CIL (~/Ff.T . 7/1.10 to 13) /i.gem:a i'l~em 1:!:._7 . . . - • 

( c) m~:o.R'i' CF THE UHITED Et1'l'I0!1!s vrsr~nw r,;rcsron rfo THE TRUST TE:RRITORIES CF 

TOGDL'\:ND U!ID:SR BIU'!.'I3H /\rn,lII!I8~1P/1TION iiND TOGOLJ'JID UtlDErt _FI<ERCH :,DMil'!I3TR'.\TION, 

1955 (T/1211 e.nd 1228) LTgcnc.a iten 2] 

At the _i'.",,i."t-nt i on of the President, Hr . '!1 0 ;_.u•·-~~-, s-;:,ccial rc~:rcBentative for 

Togcl~nd uricei- Ji':':"lc:-ld,. adm:nistration , took a place at the 'Ir1ts t e-=::.h:i:p Council 

table . 

i,Ir . (}_ERIG (United. States of America) : l-ie heo.r d ,;ith tbe ~:::-~;a°t'3st 

interest the oignificant statement tmc'1.e yesterda y by the rel);:~8 r;e::-,ta:::,i ·,e of' France 

that profosnls for determining the aspirations of the peopl e r..s to the.ir futt:.re 

woul d be laid befor e tbe next sesoion of the Council, or before a special session 

which might be called . I_t is therefore, of course, premature t o pursue this 

matter f urther at th:;.s ti:ne . My del egat ion, however, would be inter ested in 

havin3 some information on the following points : 

Fir~t, nre the people gener:::.lly, both in the Noi·th· a:1<l in t:.:e South, already 

awar e t hat they ·.-,ill s:iortly be called upon to take such a :':';:;y -rcaching decision? 

Seccndly, a re· the developments in nei3hbouring British Togoland being 

followed and dis(!ussed by the people? 

Thir dly, will the pr opos~ls which will shortly be laic. befor e the Council 

be considered first by the Territorial Council or o-~her r epresentative organs ? 
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;-,t:•, _IV:T?r;r~:3 (F~ance) ( interpretation from French) : I should point out 

in the f'i -rst :.J:.'_a:::e tl1;3.t . in a country such_ as Tcgoland there is really no general 

and infonned _publi~ o-pi?::ion . 'fhe uncler- develo;,ed mass of the population, 

especially in 'vh(! rural areas , is actually unaware o:f the uia<Jo;r political facts . 

But this mass is called upon to choose its !'epresentat:'..yeso Furthe:nLcre there . ' . , .. 
is an elite in To13oland, and that elite is inc_reasing in . size every day. It is 

certain that that elite is informed s3-bo1.\t and cliscussP.s the major political 

facts affecting tt,e 'l'err~tory' s life . 
I • 

I should add j_n this connexion that, although, as :f have said . there is _.no 

general publi~ opinion in the Territory, progresi:, is being made very rapidly, 

and such a pub~.k o-~inion is be_ginning to emerge . 

The population ha~ hot been officially inf'or~ed that it will have to pronounce 

itself on the '.f:<:>-:·::-ito:ry' s future, put this inforeation is b.eing received by 

ever- growinc; 0:,,o,;:ps o:f inhc.bitants . . . . . It is a f'act that the majority of the 

inhabitants of Togoland is aw~r e that_a turning point is about to be reached 

and that the . population will be consulted . on ~ -ts fut.ure poli ticul life. The 

French Governr.ient, of course, could not make an official declaration in this 

respect to the population of Togoland before the United Nations had authorized 

it. 
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Thio is my reply to the :first part of the question , I might add tho.t the 

population F ~~-1 nut o·e at ·all surprised if the Government of France , in agreement 

with· the 1Ur.it~d i-bti~r.s , asks it ·to pronounce itself. on the fate .o:f its 

Territ ory, It will r.ot. be surprised because , ·as I have pointed out, the n;.ass 

of the ·' ropuiation , through its eli te, is, after ell; inf'or::aed of the major fac~s 

of political life. Also , for several yeo.!'s now, the l)opulation has been called 

upon t6 participate in v~tes in vhfch representatives were ':!.lected to dif:ferent 

bodies either in the Territory itself or in metropolitan France . 

I come now to the seccnd part of the question, and I an basing my. reply- on 

what wa s 6bs.::;•,.,~d ·in t he Te.rrit,?ry a nd what ·r h2.ve re:riorted about the Territory 

to the ·cou~1c :::..J > na m01y; t:.1a.t operations ··which will i;oon t£1ke place in 'l'ogolan d 

under Bri tiGh A:.l:::iinistration in which the popul~tion wfli' be conGu_ltccl on the 

fate·· of· that . ~..:erri tory are li ttl~ .ki~~,.;n to . tt:e n:ass of Tog0lanclci:-s , especially 

in the north: •?:;"?:c, the p op'..L12.t ·::.on: is· still q,ui te under.dP.·✓e1oped . If public 

opinion in 'L)golnnd ~nder Br.itish Admini~trs.t~on sho;;~ much inte r~$t i!l ti1is , 

t he fact ren:ains that there is rio:t. much of an echo am~ng .the mass of :.he population 

of Togolancl Ul.G.er French Administration, especially, as I have ·,juct f;d.id' in 

the northern regions . 

Thirdly, it is certain tha t the Government ·of · ':F;~nce· could n'ot make any 

decision on this until it had consulted the elected representatives of the 

population -- that is, in t he first place, the parlian:.entarians v1ho sit in 

the xr.etropoli t an par J..iament, and then the Assembly in Togolancl . ifnile it 

has not been :possible yet to work out the details of the procedure for the 

consultation of the population, the French Governn:ant has nevertheless considered 

varj_ous phases of thi3 procedure . A 12.w wi l l be required f'or this, fo-:::- the 

French Government, uri/l.er the -:onrrt1·u1tion, would not be free to hold a :popular 

consultation wi thout being authorized by Parliament . And, above all , it could 

not permit the population to pronounce itself in favour of becoming a member 

of the French Union until elections had taken place . 

The question would have to be studied and clarified, and it. could. :Oe for 

the French Government, in agreement and in co-operation with the United Nat i ons, 

to submit to the population of Togolnnd under French Administration the main facts 

and an outline of the solutions sre open-to the pop~lation , 
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(~~ . Bargues, France) 

If we 1:-:iok at the matter specifically, we know that the populati"on · of 

Togola:nd unc.er. :i<rcnch Administr ation will have the choice between t.io solutions : 

either the· indep~nde~ce of Togoland j_n isolation -- that is to say that Togoland 

under French Adr,.lnistra.tion would become · independent wi ~hout being interdependent 

with a larger political entity -- or ·else it mig~t remain without merging with 

Togoland under British Administration, if indeed it should express, through its 

voters, its desire for the solution which was proposed by the Territorial Assembly, 

namely, accession in soree form to this great political entity which is represented 

by the French ur.ion . ·rt is certain that the Territory could not. be incorporated 

in the Frenc:h Union without Parliament ' s approving this sol ution. 

The Frend1 Government, therefore, would have to be authorized by the French 

Parliament to ask the population of Togoland to take a position on its 

future fate , e.nd this is mandatory because one of t he solutions contemplated 

would be for T:·0olan<i und3r French Administration to becoree a permane~.t member of 

the French Union . The procedure then w0uld be as follows . The French Government 

would study the question and would outline its basic eler:1ents . The ;.1:.➔.tter would 

go before the Council o'f: Mi nisters and then before the Conseil d 'Btat under the 

Constitution. The legal view of that high body would be .called ~or . Once a 

draft was: prepared it would be . submitted to the Territor.ial ·Assembly~ and once 

these · conditions had been fulfilled the French Gov~rnment wouid be able to submit 
'' 

proposals to the United Nations . Only after decisions· had been re2.ched by the 

United Nations could there be any direct consultation of the population. 
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,M:·, G:-i:UG (United States of .Ai::erica),: ' 
- - . -~a<( .... -·-. - -- . • • • • 

I should like espcc;i.nlly __ to 

th::-.n!c th;: ~-.:.:pr~ ~;entri.ti ~~ of France for g:iv~~g a. fuller and morE:? com-prehensi ve 

/epl1_.ev2n~ I t~inl~\ them my ques:.ion called for in the first place, and_ 1 -, 
apprc;iate tho.t ..;~ry m·..ich. I thi.nk thnt there are aspe_cts of this quEestion 

' ;,;hich it· -i-,oiild be p:re1!:a ture • to follow up now . 
.; ., • . ... 

-·My s~c:'ond question · 1:iert:i.i~s· to the 1.!:'crritorial Assenoly, and I should like 

to' 'ask the spe
1

cial'. representative, who r~fe~red 'to this ! ioi1~t in 11.is remarks 

·y~s·t;erde..:/, • for some '{nf~rmation as to the extent of' thes~ expand~d 
• . :··. •. 

It would interesi? my delegation 

·other del~liations, ir' we could hn.ve some additional 

info:rrm:i.tio,1 ::·e 3ard:Lng the 'nature of these new powers, especially t11cse . 

whidi ·~; :' o~ybnd the po,ier to adopt . the' budget . I notice that . there was 

sorr:e ~i tt::..e' di.s'cre:i;i'ancy betweeri the Vii i ting . l•}is sion Is . report' and, ~h; 

sta.te~nen~ 0t t!1e special re:presentative in regard to.; this •• matter a~,~- - in 
. . . ·. ~- . ': I •, ,. : ~ • • 

case, ou-:· im·orn:at:.'..on is not complete on :this po.rtlcular point. 
• ? ~ • 

h~ wou:1.d eb .borate a little more on these new powers of the Tcrritc~·:Lal 
: :- • 

I wonder i;f 

. . 
Assembly ~ 

, •. 

~~ . TOUR.OT (Special represe~tative)(inte~pr~t~tion· f~orn Fre~ch) : · Ir 

repiy' to the question of the :.representati~e oi the U~ i tecl States J. i .~hall \ake 

the 'iiberty_ of recalling briefly the n:ain poHers e;riint~d to the Territorial 

Asserrioly . '.I-hese neT,r r,owt=!l'S. a~~ th~ foll ~wing. • Ii delib~;ates. ·~1{ . th~ 

proposals ' concerning loca{ •• n:atters 'which ai•e not subj~ct to legislat io~; 

it discusses the implementation of laws and decrees in the Territc,ry, 

especially in the economic , social and administrative fields , and also in the 

field of the e.G.rain::.stro.tion of justice; it debates the progra.r.1mes of 

equipping and developing economy; it discusses the gran"t,ing of agricultural ' 

and forestry concessions and all per:nits for certain economic exploitations . 

All this is of local significance . • It also determines the codification of 

customs and certain administrative' matters . It gives its views on the 

adnptution of laws to the requirements of the Territory; it deals with 

budgetary expenditures , especially those regarding Government staff .· Thus , 

the number of officials in the Territory who ar e :paid out of the Territorial 
1 budget can be i ncreased only With the approval of the Territorial Asse6bly a t 

the tirr.e of a vote on the budget: 

_,; :·, 



MW/bs T/PV.662 
r( - 10 

(Mr . Tourot , Special 
representative) 

The s2c-0.':!d part of the question concerns the r ecent sc-:.! t.~.on on t:ie budset , 

ani in th~s r egard I msy be able to give some clarification. 

During the session of the Territorial Asse:nbly last October , the 

Assemtly ha.d occasion to debate the tex":-s concerning family taxes e.nd 

family g1~,-..nts and allocatio::is . It also choi:;e. its re:9resentative on one 

of the fiscal bodies of the Territory. It gave its approval of a 

loan for agricu.l tural credit::;, as well as its .approval of another loan 

for a different purpose . 

of indust:r.iRl equiprJent. 

It discussed regulations concerning the impor t 
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(1-ir . Tourot , 
Special r epresen-tati Ve) ---------------· 

In the i'iscal field , the Territorial Assembl y discussed the discontjnuo.nce 

of· ~ertain t -..:.:~<:?·s ~i:~d •• it a;ne~ded finane:tal and taxation re3u:..ations . Finally, it 

also discus::::P-d, though without adoptin6 any decision, the question oi' the deficit 

in the mana.I,ement of ·t:ne· r a i l ways. I t also dealt with a~ increase in tlle number of 

local officials . 

iUl tl~:'..s shows to what extient the 11.ssembiy tock a he.nd in such r.1atters di.tring 

its recent sess-ion . It is obvious that the Territorial ·1"ssem.biy does not have all 
, . 

the deliberative· powers of an erit'i:!:'ely sovereiJn aiser-1bly, but at this time, as 
~ . ' 

can be ~e-~-n~· ··2-t · 1~F..s rat11:e1· exte.nsive c1elibe.rath.-e powers ·which give it 

unquestiona'b~,'! ::mt::;.orj_t y in the legislative field . It is acti,_re in £>.n effective 

manner and influences tr,e !i.dmin:Lntration in the deve :'..opmE:-:'1t oZ the Territory . 

Moreover, t his applies to ell general pro'Jlems. It is not the letter, but 

the spirit wh::.ch counts , and. I would emphasize that in ti:le framework of' the 

exis~in8 leg::.S:i. ~.-;,,ion the n,aximum of freedom is given to tlle Te1°ritoria.l I.ssembly. 

I recall th2.t t 11e Visiting Mission came ;into -contact with members of the .. 't'.::sembly 

and was presen~ at a special session 01· this Assembly at Lame . I bel::.2,e t hat 

the Visiting 1-iission was in a position to realize how earnestly this 'body ho.s 

worli::ed and I thinlc it appreciated rightly tl1e i mplementation of these new 

institutions . 

~lr. Gi~!}IG (United States of i,merica) : I WE.s interested in a phrase 

which the special re-p::-esentative used just now, when he ::::-e:ferred to these new 

powers being exercised as confe1-ring extensive autho:.·ity in the legislative field. 

I do not ,-,ant to go b<tck to the di::;cuszion which we !1a d a yea':..- aeo , a discussion 

which· may ha·,e mai.~ly resulted from a difference in usaGe in the French and English 

language . As I recall, we had quite a prolonged discussion as to what constitutes 

legislation and a'bout whnt body can have legis:!.ative authority. In any case, even 

with this extended power, thc..t body is still called a territo:::-ial assembly rather 

than a legislative assembly. 
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t~ E~\RG-Y--.8S (France) ( ~nterpretation from French) : ·The · question 

raised 0y t:r.~ ::::-e1:_)re·aentati ve of' the United States was referred to during a • 

prev::.ous session of the T:tusteeship Council. I must recognize that some 

confusion might Rrise in the minds of certain represe~tacives, but this results 

from i·~ht.t is per~1aps a defect in the .French cha1·acter ·which, in this and i n many 

othe;;.• mat-te:::-s J is a heritage of ancient Rome . That i s , they attach much 

ir.1portance· to legal precision . ·The rep1·esentatives of Italy and of Belgium 

probably are sy,npe.'1:het i c in this case because t hey have the same h·eritage . 

F·rench law, wh:tch was L1herited from HoriJ.e , has preserved this predilection for 

precision, e.!1~:. in French law thei·e is a t ext which is called the l~~, c:i.nd the 

voting of that. is t:ie privilege of a parliament . That does not mean that texts 

which · a1·e not e:al led laws - - arr~tes and deliberations -- do not have the same ----- - . 
force as la;;, but they are not laws since they are not voted by a parliament . 

• In fact , certc.~.n decisions are voted by t he t erritorial asse,11b l ies of the 

territorj.e,:; for which F rance is responsib l e . Such assemblies a:re ce.lled 

territorial assemblies or representative assemblf.es o:f an oversezs t .::.:rritory, 

but the de~iberations voted by such assemblies very o~en have the s"'ne force as 

laws voted by parliame~1ts . 

I will tal<e as an example the budget . The Territorial Assembly of Togola:nd 

votes the budget . That is a very important act beca-use the bud3et lar5ely 

det ermines the policy of the country . The budget is voted by t i1e Terr1torial . 

Assembly and then promul gated by the Governor . It may be esl;:ed what the i .. ssembly 

can do when it disapproves of the action of t he Governor . I think it has very 

effective means . It can refuse to vote the budget . That , of course, i:ould upset 

the functim:ing of tlle a.dministrati ve services . The executive power of the 

Metropolitari Power m2.;y enact a budget ,and that would mak e it possible for t'r1e 

administrative services to continue funct ioning, b~t the executive pmrer does not 

have the right to vote e. new budget; that ri~ht belo'ngs exclusively to the, 

Territorial Assembly . Therefore, the Territorial Assembly alone is in a position 

to vote a budget which , as I have said, is a r.ecessary instrument for the 

conduct of policy and the i mplementation of policy . Therefore, it can ·oe said 

that the Assembl y really controls the policies of' the executive power in the 

Territory . 
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In i-ietr9politan·. Frav.ce , incidentally, the budget · is vot~a by J?arlivment and, 

hence, it .. ber c . .ic~ a law . Similar bl~d6et s , but on the level of the territo:·ies , 

are not form,:lated in the form of laws, but they .a1:e . called del1ber~~1ons . It · is 

a que!,>tion simply•: Of te:cminology. Our territorial assemblies are _not cal led 

legi,slati ve . 8:t..,-,erc.olies because the l egislat:i. ye power is the m9nopoly of oi.lr 

Parliament. •. Th~tt .. simpl y meai::is .that acts whiph arc lea:i.slative . a cts j_ \Thi eh are 

lmrs, can be voted onl y _by Par~iament, whereas equi vafen~ acts vo~ed by _terr_itqrial 

assemblies are. . r.qt called laws . The only reason why these dec:is ions are not called 

laws :i,s ,that -:the t e1:ritorial assemblies do not have wha1:? we call leGis l o.~ive power . 

O:ily the Fren(.:1 · l-\1rliament . has the . power to v.ote ,;hat we ,.call laws . 
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. ; , Mr.~ .GERIG ,.(Un~ted Sta:tes of Americ~) : I just wan:t to follow tpis up 
• • • , , • f • • • I • • • • • • • •• • • .,, • ,. • : • J • • ,. • • •• ' . • •• • •" • • • ' • • I • •• ~ 

on one_ additional. poL;t . I take it that the French Pariiam~nt in Paris ;an . : ·. . ' . .: . . . • . , . • ' '•: .. ·. .. . . . . . . ·· ·. 
extend ana does ~xtend some _of its l egislation to this Territory. Now in case 

• • ~ ' ~ '• ' ' f ' • ,,_ '• • : . • : I • . • , • , , l , ; ~ , . , , •• . • _.: ;" • , • ' - . / ' ' ' 

of a · .conflict .. of :la_\TS between Lome and Paris, I take it that undoubtedly the_ . . ' ' . . . . . . · .• ~ . . ' ; .,. :·. .,. : ,· 

. ,, . . ::-... 
. Mr. BAllG1JES _(~ranee) (interpreta.tion froro French)_: Yes. , I _ vould 

like siI?ply t? _ad4 a_n _._observatior1 t _o ~h~ .question w~ich ':'a~ just put by the 
. . :.' . ~ . ~-. 

repr'Tsentat:i.;ve of the . Unite~ ~_ta~~~ -- . Qnce ~l:ie la'°' . v~ted_ by _the Fre~c~ ~arliament 

does not ~revail over the 9-elJ.bera~ions of the Territ?ri~l Assem1)~y and when 
, ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . : . : ' . •,• 

it wLl..1. be th;:. deli.'H?rations of the .Territorial .Asse!Dbly which will have the 

force of law, .f~u-- ~-ha; day on th/T~rri~or;· 'will. h~ve acq~ired its i~d~;eridence 
' . . '• ·- . . . ' - . . . '. . .. . ' . . . • . • . . ' . : . . ~ : ; : .• 

and this is the objec~:ive. for wriich .we are aiming. 

·. , . . . 
Mr. GERIG .(t;nited .. Stot~s of America) : . He heard vith interest the . . . . . . . . I , . .. 

description of the newly-established Government_ . . . ' ' ... • . and par~_icular ly the 
' " ·: ' . 

s t at ement t hat this bocly should 1.;e viewed as the forerunner of a cabinet and 
: . : .. : . • .. 

that already it par.t~ci;pate& ,in a . most .effective _and. total manner in the . .. . . . . . ·. . . .. •, . •, { ·. . . 

administration _ of the Territory . I would like -t.o __ ask , ~i~st, to. wha_t ex~~??-t 

ar~ the ~_ureal.l:X: which .. as.sist th~p.e .q.onncillors 9taffed by indigenous pe1~sonnel , . . .,. . '· . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . .. 
and secqndly ,- : wh_e,the1~ .. :t:he -;v1=1rious ?ounc~l;t.or.s , in _:pr acti~e, d<;, __ enjoy r3: . ia~ge 

degree of.,e'.utonomy in. i;.hE:i_r_ ~ilY: a~tivitie.s •. ,., 

Mr . T0UROT (Special r epresentative) (interpretation from French) : 

In reply., I -wocld _ssy -"t:hat. while _we. are. waiting ,for 1;,he pi!':lter:i,.al ,and the 
• .. • • • • • • •• •. 4 • • . . . , 

definit,i_ve_-. installoti_o~ of . the Gov.er_nment cqunc.i_l , which wa~ o~~y r~<?ently . ' . . . . . . . . . . ~. . . . ' . 
establ ished, a part of the administrative building has been set u~ for the . . . . . . 

councillors and there are quarters available to the councillors where they can 

. work evex:y ~y . -~fl:•::>1•c 1~,o also been made .avail9b],.e ~~ .!hem_ a .. ,~~~r~t~riat 

service , such as a ,Ae~r.~tary , a typist, . a t~~ephqne _operator , : a?a so on. 

In co-ope:catior;i -=1i th _the -service chiefs, t hey . also h_ave avatlable the· material 
• • • 1 ~ • • .. ' • • . ~ • • 

as ... ist ance .Ofi tl::le per:sonnel of the service with wh:(.ch ~_hey arc concerned. 
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(Mr . Tourot, Special. representati\· 

With regard to the q·i.1.estion of autonomy in their worlt, I can say tbat they 

attend regular conferences every week in the government ~ouse, at which there rir e 

brought t ogether the territorial chiefs and the chiefs of service concerned. 

At those conferences which are attended by the councillors and in which they 

participate , they discuss and settle all service matters or technical matters 

concerning t heir various spheres . They are in frequent contact with the 

personnel and I must say th~t they have the greatest freedom to work in their 

given sector,. As I have /said, . the spirit of co-operation which exists among 

all of them has provided all the necessary l~tftude for t hem to develop their 

work, especially as they gain more end more experience. 

Fm·therroore , I should like to quote a sentence from a speech of the 

Governor of Togoland on the occasion of the inauguration of th.e budgetary 

~e1rnicn of the Assembly last year . This is t he conclusion : 
11 1 ::ieed not again emphasize the i,uportance of the political 

evolution which has been noticed in Togoland during. the past few years • 

. This i::; a sort of pilot Territory. " 

Then he went on to say t he following : 

"From now on, it is your own Ministers who will develop the 

:projects of the Government . " . 

That shows the spirit , the intentions , of the Governor. The Governor 

has made his career in the Territ~ry ~nd he ~news :perfectly well what the 

situation is there , and he knows about the actual administration of the 

Territory , 

Mr . GERIG (United States o:f .America) : I mer~ly want to thank the 

representative of France and ~he special representative f or ~heir very full 

and adequate replies to my questions . 

Mr . KAUL (India): At the fifteenth session of t he Trusteeship Council , · 

the representative , of France had infornied the Council that studies were being 

carried ou~ on the que.stion of the status of the inhabitants of French 

Togoland. The Council had expressed the hope that the Ao.ministering Authority· 

wouill.d consider t he possibility of establishing a Togolese citizenship . Will 

the special representative please state the progress made i n this connexion . 
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Mr . BARGUES (France) (interpretation from French): I should like 

to inform the: 0ouncil. -that ·the:. studi'es undertaken have no=t -yet'.Jichiey_~_g _. 

concrete results·. · ·-The ' problem -is a complex one· in fact . • Its -complexity has: · • .. ; 

been stressed. repeatedly in the course of· preceding discussions· in _. the .coi.mc·il. -· •· 

May I add that the problem not only relates to -Togoland under French· 

administration but to: all Trust Territo:ttes~ r ·aro sorry that these studies 

have not yet been c ompl eted. They are very complex ones . 

• ' . 'Nay I · add; ·however; ' that i'or Togolond under French administration; they 

are les·s and less· important . · · ~he -legally: precise det·errilination of a nationality . 

or citizenship of· nationals of l'rust Territories is of importance· only to- t he· 

extent to llhich these Territories remain under trusteeship. Inasmuch as we 

envisage for ' Togoland:unc'J.er French =administratl-1'.ni · a fairl.y rapid _termination 

of the trusteeship regime, t'he· question · will 1·oecome moot fairly soon, and then 

· the nationality· of ' tb.e Togol:ese will have to be· ·settled :on a completely new 

basis. The · status ~·of the · inhab'itant-s . of- the Territory is: in close function 

to the st:atus: of · the Territory- itself. Since: that status will' be . a new one, 

hardly any ·-usef'uJ.. ·purpose· will-be · served in : attaching to these people now a 

status \.rhich they will soon have -to forfeit an~-way. • · • . . 

Mr. KAUL (India): My next question relates to the law-lllaking precess 

in F:cench -Togoland· • . •. The- Visiti ng . Mission had·. noted that ~no . or_ga.n _:of_ the 

Territory·p la:yed an · effective 'part in rnaking-· laws ahd- had .considered it • · 

appro:Priate = • ,li' t he inhabitants of the· Te-rri tory could begin to participate· 

in the ·iaw-mak'ing process·. : :will the special. :'t"epresehtat'ive .please·· ·state if. 

any beginning has been made "in this matter·. 

Mr~ ;rOURGT '(Spe~•ial r eprezentative) • (interJ)retation from French): · . • 

This is what· ,;,e :referr~d t o a while ago : the queoticn ·or the expansion of the 

powers of the Assembly~ -- --Provision has -recently been mode for this. I wonder · 

whether any · specific · detail:o : ure- \tb~t the representative of India is trying 

to elicit,' and if -'·so·; what kind? 
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Mi . BARGUES (France) (interpretatton from French) : May I simply -add 

that the progressive e·xtension of the powers of the Territorial Assemoly moves 

that . Assembly toward the attainment of complete legislative -powers without 

control by a superior authority. If such control still exists, it is precisely 

because the Territory is still a Trust Territory and because Trusteeship is 

exercised on behalf of the•United ·Ne.tions by the Adlllinistering .Authority. Once 

it has been recognized that the Territory no longer needs .to be under Trusteeship, 

then the Administering Authority will siniply step aside and the plenitude of · 

legislative power will be exercised by local organs of governr.ient. 

We realize the point which the 1·e_presentative of 

France has mad.-e, and we re0;lize that· the· l ·aw-making powers e.t present rest with 

the French· Parliament. • But we seek a fur t her clarification -regarding all the 

spheres of activity i 'n which the local inhabi t~nts can play a. part, in the 

decrees-; etc. • For instance, can they play 1:tny part in the penal legislation? 

Or ce.n they have- a.ny voice in its amendment or ·alteration? 'We would like to 

ha·-re further c.l::i.rification of the spheres in which the local inhabitants can 

play an active part . 

Mr . BARGUliS (France) (int·erpretation from French): Original ly, when • 

Togolant:. was under French Mandate under the League of ·Nations, legislative power -­

was exerci·sed exclusively by the French ·Parliament or through delegation by' the • 

French Parliament to the central exeriutive institutions in Paris. As indicated • 

a while ago, considerable evolu~ion, especially since 19lt6, has occurred over 

these last few years . At the present time, it may be said that the legislative 

power is! divided between-the French Parli'ament arid the local assemblies.- This 

evolution is of such a nature that the part allocated to the French Parliament 

is shrinking:, whereas the part assigned to the local a.s·semblies is growing until 

the day will be. reached, as was pointed out, when the part assigned to the 

French Parliament simply will disappear. The local assemblies will then have 

received all the power, which of course will be the end of that development . 

Togoland is not a French Territory. Under the Trusteeship Agreement, which 

takes up in this sense the provisions of the Mandate· of the League of Nations, 

the Territory of Togoland under Trusteeship is administered as if it vere an 

integral part of Territories administered by the French Parliament, and, 
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(Mr. Bargues, France) 

in virtue of that fact~ subject to: l egislation. enacted by · the· Fr_e~c? _P,;:-~r.1.~arnent . 

The Constitution ·has reserved to .' the French Parliament exclusi:vely, .c .ertain . . • .. • 

spheres of legislation , ·f'or- ·example, criminal l egislA.tion and legisls.tior.. · , 

concerning ci·vil liberties. PP.nding fu:rt her • evolution along. the line.·wbich, I · 

have indicated -- •• ar,d su·ch evolution occurs continually . -- penal or criminal 

legislation · :U: ·' i::;till in the -province of · the Par liame11t. 

cbiefs. 

Mr . l~_l\UL (India): ' · My next question ' relates - to· the powers of. t he 

The \'i.sitJ.ng Miss ion · expressed itself in terms . of .a progressive 

transfer · of s oro~ of toe· powe·rs-·of ',:;he chiefs to democratic ally: ele.cted bod;i.e_s, . 

ar..d haci approved a :r,lan proposed by the local adroinist1·0.ti.on. The Mi ssion had_ . 

ai·so expressed the hope . -that the· gradual· establishment of modern ~~ 

governed. by a clemoctD.tic' system "WC'..U.d- be effect.ed ih the near future. - Will the_, 

special representative :rlease ·state what progress has -been made in the Terr;l.to:ry?. 

t<lr._~0URO~ (Special ·represente..tive)(interpretation from French): At 

the l evel of t he administrative circonscriptjons_ since 1951 the cqiefs of 

circ~riBc_ripti6!:.__havc bcen . cissisted by circonsc:dpticn cour~cils e.lect<:d in .· 

e. t~,,0-u.egree b8.1.lot &'1.d. -charged 'Vi th advising the chief s of circo11scription 
' who , together wi.th therri or with this ·advice, ,exercised authority in \ihe . 

ci~~~E_i:ct:i.:_~-· More recently, these circonscri:e_~.2!!, councils have had their 

powers extended. At its last Gc!3s:Lon in October, the Territorial. Assembly , 

acting on a motion from the Council of Government, bestowed rnoral personality 

upon these cir~~ptio~~ so as to enable them legally to act more effectively 

and more independently in the administ ration of their respective circonscriptions. 

Would the special repres·entati ve kindly state vhat 

efforts have been made _to intensify the training of qualified Africans for 

service in the Administration? · In audition, what progress bas been made in 

organizing a civil sen·ice for Togoland'? 
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Mr . TOUROT (Special representative)(interpretation trorn French) : The 

Administration has made great effort~ a~ong these lines • . Of course, one cannot 

become an administrator or fill executive posts which require the assurr,ption_of 

responsibilities and certain qualifications from one day to the next or over~ 

night. In order to train executive-type personnel, the Togoland Administration 

has appointed indigenous officials to responsible posts such as Assistant Chief 

of circonscripti2!:_, Chief of Subdivision, Attache to the Governor ' s Office and 

P,olice Commissioner -- so that even though there are not ~any, there are seven 

or eight indigenous officia.1;s -who , for more t:han two years now-, ho.ve fill.ed 

responsible posts. I m_ay add that they have coped with thei_r duties e}{tremely 

well. 

In order to f oster this policy of what we call Africa:nization of personnel - ­

I spoke about that yesterday. during my p1·eliroinary statement; .-- a curriculum has 

been devised at the National School of O~erseas France for indigenous 

inhabitants who are members of our African personnel . After two years of study, 

they may thus qualify for executive posts as adIDinistrators, in the Labour 

Inspectorate, etc . To ~ermit . accession to these posts , the age limit in that 

school has been r aised by fi ve years so as to enable inaigenous inhabitants who 

have been delayed en route to be able to gain admission. The Togoland 

Ad..-ninistrat,ion , following the -policy of the French Government , has endeavoured to 

the best of its abi lity to open wide the doors of the higher administration to 

qualified Africans. 
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Hr. KAUL (India) : He appreciate the efforts made by the French 

administration. to throw open .the doors_ o:t; a,cJ.mi1~~str9:t~ ':~. posts to _the _ in~~genous 

population,: but all._th~ sarne_ . l,e woul~ be grateful .. if t .he speci~l r~pi;-e~entative ... , . . . . . , . ... · · •• 

would kindly indicat~ -~f it . is . _the. intention .of tl}e Admi,nistration t9 try anli 
I • • , • • 

est a'))lish • sqme sort of .. civil : se,:vice .for Togo.J,and . . .. . .. ... . . . : . . ~ . . . 

. . 
~ . . . . . . . ' .. 

i•ir . ,TOURO'.l' . (Special ;rep:resentati ve) ( interpretation from French) : . He 
• • ... • ,\ ' ' • , • ; · : • • .. • • 4 • ' • • .... 

have the que$tion of the· Territorial c13.rh:::.; of personnel. This is under study • . . • . , . . . :. : . . . .. . • . . . . . . . . . -~ :· ' ·. . . 
in Paris . . .I think it _will .be eciopted soon . . That will greatly open .':lP ac~~ss 

, , . . . . . ,, . . . . ... .. . . . •.. : . . . ...... : : " ' : . -.· 
to these posts .. for the Afri-.::a1.1-s , nr.d then .we v5.J,.l have ter~:itorial adnlinistrative . . • . . . ' . · . . :. . .. . . . . . . .. _:, ; . · :. · 

stn1c:t~res . .. . That ,-1.ill. be ':l.dmini.stered :t>y _.the l ocal au'lihori.i;_i_c.fi. and e.rranged .. 
• • ,, H ,. ••••• •• • • • • • • • I, . .• • . . • • . •. 

by them . They •,rill tal~e into account all the questions of salary., promotions , . . . . ' .. . : :, • . ... : . . . . . . . . 
etc . , and this will be governed by the local system in Togoland. The 

<?,d.m:Lnist.re:i:.i0n _of this perso~~el structure 8.l;1d all of th~ ::<~: .. ,:;or:,)22. structure 

trill be ]19-ndled_ in To3olo.nd , 

. t-ir:...~.':RGU~~ (France )(interp .. ·eta~~?n .from F:i: c-mch): 'rhe draft text 

mentioned by the. special representn.tive. just now c:110. also in his statement 

yest.erdaY. ~~-· .t .he _Tru:3tee.sh.iP. Cou~ci~ {~sts th{s bi~l _as. exactly -~ong .tl~e: ·li~e . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . : . · ·. 

of thought Gta.t'3d by t.h'= representative of I ndia. This is a legi tirnate nnxiety 

indeed, the more so as. until fairly recently the participation of indigenous 

inh~'.bitants, i .n :~xecu~ive posts was fairly .J,ow in .Territories administered by . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Fronce.. The .objective is ·to enable the local 

• •, I • • • • :. • • • 

which will • sop_n be 
.· .. ,, ; 

assemblie.s .elected by . universal s~ffrage , to settle all the details of. the . . . ·: .,. ·. . . .. . . . . . : . . '• 

r.dra.J.n:i.s\t:_o.t ic.:i of ~he .t;3rritm:i~$ .they will ru11. . Up until the ree:ent past this 
' . • •• . .•. .. - . . . . . . ' .. 

was impossiol~ . to envisage ,. in . vi~.,-~. of the inadequate maturity of . the population . 
, , • • • # ;, • • • • .. • • • ' • • • .' • • 

of the T~_r:1;itory._and.:t he .. manifest ~poss~bility of recruiti_ng e.dminis~rative 

personnel from this population . . , . ., . . . . : - .. . .. . . .. . . .. ,.,. 

The bill, .recently draf'ted 'by _tI;e French Goverrm1ent 'l'rill _apply .~o . 

Trust 'rerr;i.:tor;i.es. ~nd . Territories 1?el~nging t~ the French Uniop ~.li!te . S.:t::'.Ce :u.1 

this respect , . as . in 1:11any ot!1ers , }ru:st . T.:.r.~~ tor:l.es are admin i stered. like other 

French- administered territories, the objective will be to have each territory . . .. . , . .. . 
with its mm administration . At tne .P;resent time the bulk of the personnel 
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is furnished by the Metropolitan Territory; under the new system things will 

change . The local administr~tion, the Territorial Assembly, will set the 

rules fo:r the recruitment and operation of administrative personnel. Such 

personnel will essentially be recruited locall~. It is likely that for some 

years the Territory will not have :mffic:i.cnt local resources to fill all_ the 

necessary posts , and persons from the outside will have to .be called upon . 

But these persons from the outside will be recruited locally-by the local 

authorities,and they will be subject to the same rules as local indigenous 

personnel. Once local resources have improved as educational conditions 

improve, it ,rill surely be possible to recruit such personnel exclusively from 

indigenous inhabitants of the Territory. 

Hr . K.~ (India) : 1-iy n:ext question relates to the extension of 

suffrage . He notice from the statement made yesterday by the representative 

of Fronce that the National Assembly voted in November 1955 on a law which has 

not yet been aiopted, bu~t which provides for the· total application of universal 

adult suffrage. Ue should like to know what legislative processes still remain 

to be completed and ·when it is likely that ·this ne\-t law would be applied to the 

Territory. 

l:lr. BARGUES (France) (interpretation from French): I shall sum up 

very succinctly the French legislative procedure . Bills are drafted by the 
' Government , by the responsible Minister, a member of the Government , approved 

by the c·ouncil of Ministers and then submitted for its advice to the Assembly 

of the French Union, to the extent to which these laws are of concern to 

Territories other than Hetr:_opolitan France; then it• :i.s voted _by the National ·· 

Assembly, after discussion before the Conseil de la Republique. • 

The bill is therefore drafted by the Government. It obtains the 

agreement of the Assembly of the French Union; it is voted by the National 

Assembly . It is transmitteQ to the Conseil de la·Republique, but at that 

point , incidentally, the session came to an end. Therefore, this particular 

bill w:!-11 have to· be voted on again. • Ue are sure that it will be voted in 
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exactly the same conditions as it.was three months ago. Once.it has been 

voted by the Hat:!.ono.l Ass.embly, it w.ill go before the Conseil de .. la R~p.uqliq1.1e, : 
. . . , .. . ,.. . . .. . . .. . . . 

and . once a_dopte.~ ther~ it ,rill .be pro~ul gated by the Presid~nt ?~ thE! _ fE=!pub],~~~-. 

Unless more. ure;ent matters hold up the pace o.f the work _of the .. National. /~_sse1nbl y , .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . ;, :· ' • . . . ,. , ,\ . . 

i t i s very li~;:cly thai? this ;bill will GO through within the next :(ew ?eeks. . . . 
. . . . ; . . . . . .. ~ . . ' . . ; .. - . . 

ConcerninG uni\'(; rsel F-U,ffraGe , . I should like to make thi,s Gamment . As. I 
... . , .. .. . ·. . . .. . . . 

pointed out ii;i uiy stat~ment ;yestf;'!_rday_, g_re.at :y:i;og:r~ss has been . achi eved in 

this field. . ~efore -~-b~ wo.r :there _was no surtr?-ge at alJ. e:~cept ~ a v,~r-:r fe.V 
fixed_ faS~s~ .. ~-~1en_: the Territorial_ Assembl y ~~as ,. set up in ;:t.94_G ,_ :the method _ 

was ;restricted b~llctinc wj th . re~t::.·~ct .ed suff:1:aGe . . 'l'here were _about 6 , 000 y_oters 

if my me.mory is . correct i • At . "!;)le last ~egi _~l~ti 1{e. e_lections·_. there wer e ;2_13 ~000 . 

of them on 2 J unuarY, . In thJs . fi~ld , as. ~n many othe:cs , we must proce~d .. 
•' • • ; • • + .. • ' \ • •• • ~ • 

deliberately ~~d pro0ressi_vely_- . , .. I .t i o really ~ two-fold_ problem. On the 

one hand. it ic the cctt.;_ne up of d,~mocratic inst i tutions; on ::.he other hend, 
' : . '. ' 2·· • • • • ·~: . • • . • . • • .. 

to avoid clash in~ too drastically with cen.-~u:·~·- c l C:. ·;.;:.:;::,d.i <~:•.o;::i.s . He feel i t i s our' 
' : . •, . ·. • • . , . ' . ' . • :_ ' • ... ~· . 

duty ~o harmoni?.e t:ra9-_itional _ins t itut i ons with _our desir e tq institute_, as . •. . , · . . . . . . . . . .. • . .. . 

rapidl y o.s }_)O ~c: ·•.b l e, system_s u~1.chch woul d. :t~ . c~,r.pa~eble , ii:i- : so far as poss ib_le , 

and. ident ical _to. those . ~n force . in . Uestern eountries , especi~ll y Fl·anc_e • . 
•. . . •• : • . .. . . . ~ . . . 

In thi~_ co;-inexio~1, I micht recall that __ :th~ . institution of univerral. s_uffra13e 

in a democratic count;ry like Francr: is very recent . 
• • • • • r .• • •• ;· • '1 • • • ' 
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Universal suffrage was instituted in princ;i.ple in France in 18.48, just over 

one hundred year!:, ago, which is not so long ago . However, in reality- it was only 

partly univer~al . Homen did not vote and some categories of men were likewise 

disfranchised, such as military p ersonnel . It has only been. very recently that 

universal adult suffrage has really been instituted in France . It has only been 

during the last few years that military personnel have been allowed to vote . 

There are some countries which are usually shining examples of democratic 

institutions in ,,rhich women have nj right to vote . In some countries there are 

r el .tgious obstacJ es to the Lwtitution of tbe right of women to vote . 

::!:n France the b &llot is universal except, of course; that only adults can 

vote and except fc.::- a few crr;;egorie~ , such as insane · persons and prisoners or 

othe:::-s who have 1.'E:en depri ve:1 of their political rights through legal processes . 

T':1:1.s has b?~l1 a -:!fmtury-old e.,olution which has only recently been completed 

in '\·ll, ;:: ~ ern Europe . S-::me ·time will be required for this evolution to be gone 

tbrcr,).gG by Afri~an countries, which only a half century ago were in the midst of 

a f;:::·.~<la l regiue. ifo do e:x:p:?ct ·to have universa l suffrage in Togoland copied 

f:r".''J:., the Hei:;tern countries in gene:r.e.l, and France in particular . If we succeed, 

it 1:i,0.y be said t;iat in less than a half century ve shall have gone through an 

evolution whi~h took tl1e metropolitan countries , and especially France, centuries 

to go through . 

Mr . KAUL (India.) : I r1ish to thank the representative of France f'or 

his very exhaustive ?.X-pJ.2natior.. . My next question relates to the system of 

courts in French Togolond. The courts of first and second degree are generally 

presided over qy administrative officials, wher~as the customary courts are 

presided over by notable and traditional chiefs . The Visiting Mission had 

thought that th:i,s situa.tion might be improved either by the unification of the 

judicial system or by a reorganization of the customary courts which would ensure 

their independence ·in relation to the Administration. Hill the special 

r epresentative please stetc the extent to which it has been i'ound possible to 

ir:rplement this suggestion made by the Visiting Mission? 
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Mr . TOURC/1' (Spec.ial representative) ( interpretation f'rom French): 

In Togoland at the present time in the circonscription~ .there _are tribunals of the 

first and second degree as well as custoIDr:i.r.y. tr::.bumds . The custo~ary 

tribunals are presided ove~ by chiefs and paramount chiefs . In their areas 

they settle any litigation that may arise and are eA-pected to engage in 

conciliation . As a matter of fac+,, conciliation is their .pril~ary:function . 

Tribunals of th~ fi~st and second degree administer civil justice exclusively. 

Criminal problems are dealt witµ by the Tribuna_l correctionnel at Lame. The 

cus-ccmary courts obser·re cui:i-';cn . 'I'hey have op~rated to our great satisfaction 

and at the preser:t s"tage we ::ce no need to ch2.·1;,,e this stat~ of afta:ti::s . The 

system as it pr2,ails ~an st .. 11 perform useful nervices for some time . 

t1r . KJ\UL. (India): Hy final question relates to the nunber of advocates 

in French Togolana. By an order --:i-r.' 8 April 19:i:j, the number of advocates in 

the Ter:::-itory was limited to three. The acxocates were nominated by the 

Con-missioner . The Visiting Mission has recommended that the order should be 

modified so as ·:.-c free the p::~::-~ic,' of the profi=::csion. \iould the special 

represenJ~"'-.ti ve j?] ease state ~,l1cthe:::- t ;ie said o .. ~c-.er has been modified and whether 

the numbe:: o:: ac.Y~cates has increas,;1, 

M~.:..-1_0iT~C11' (Special represe~tative) (interpretation from French) : 

Thi3 measure had originally been adopted in order to prevent undesirable 

individuals from hanging out their shingle and abusing the mar€ naive indigenous 

inhabitants . The measure is under review, and the permissible nur.iber of lawyers 

allowed to practice in tne Territory will be increased as soon as certain 

obstacles are el~minated . 

Mr . CLAEYS BOUU/~ERT (Be lgium) ( interpretation from French) : • A nUlllber 

of clarifications which I was going to request have already been given to the 

Council as a result of the questions which have been put by the representatives 

of the United States and India. However, . I should like to call upon the 

special representative for certain details . 
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It is evident thiit the powers ... of the Territorial Assembly are of a 

legislative character. Of course, there ·is the right of veto of the High 

Colmlissioner and the··High ·ccrr:mi$sioner may carry over the budget of the previous . 
. ·" . . . 

year . But the Territorial A~sembly does vote upon the budget and does adopt 

certain l egisli:1.t:i:~,;e • deci~ioils , fo!' . e>mmple, • the . :fixing of · the rate of taxation. 

In the iist of t~1e po•;rers • exercis;:!d ·auring the paot year, there · is the granting . 

of permits for · mining exploration·~ • . I suppose that this is within the framework·. • 

of mining legislation . I wonder ,-;hether thec·e permits ere granted for the 

bene·fi t of the ':r.'erri -cory ar:..(1. whether the Terr~.tprial Assembly determines the 

l ei"!gth of time t .hat those p f;~·rui ts -~ill be ve.11..:1. , 

Mr~ TOURoi'· (Special representati ~,e) ( i::iterprete.tion frcr.i Fren<?h) : 

It is true that p·erinits o.re grant~d onJ.y under certa;in conditions . This ·is a 

sa::~gu<1rd ·which has been ins'ti·.:.u":.~d by tr.e Tec:i tory. The conditions imposed 

ar.·c ch2c.ked by the r::!.;1i~fI serv1.ce. It: is necessary to see that mining. 

poscibilities ·ao ex5.st ;in the •re~-~itory~ i'ie oid not ·know about · that before but 

we ;,:.~ know aboJ_:~ it n-::>W. • 'Eve;:i i ~ the Territ.m::i.al fssembly considers the matter 

in c•:::m~ral, the ::.·.in:i.r;;; sex·vice is c- harged with Yi=:rifying whether ·the mining 

ind5.genOU8 inha1.,itant ., especially as regards the ownership of land. 
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Mr_. · CLI\EYS Botfu:'\ERT. (Belgium) ( i nterpn?etation :from Fre!1ch): One further 

que3tion or .::.,.:-;:.ail c:0ncerns the traditional chiefs -- the hiµ;her chiefs , the 

chiefs of co~ton and so forth. These tradition~l chiefs play a valuable role 

at the precen-:. t;_;ne in the social and political life of the Terri tcry. In the 

report of the Vl~tting Nission, I read that in the south especie.lly the political 

parties natu:::-ul ly a,~terept to win over the traditional chie~, and thus the 

traditional n~t,.ll'e of the chiefdom is being lost, and so on. On the next page , 

the .Visiting Hissio~1 says that the Ad..-ainistering Authority feelr; that in many 

regions . the c::i:.-f ·,..rould s~.m:ply be . the traditional g1mrdi3.::J. of certain rights 

and cus~o.mr, .. E,w > tl:.-e 1·ole of a political party chief, and so forth, may come · 

t'1 be :i.c.0~1.tj ·:":i.c J. wi +.;b them. I wculd l ike to know ·the ex::i.ct po::;i-tio:i of these 

chiefs in the present stru~ture. • At the present time, they have administrative 

and-·judiciP.l :fl'.!1::!tions or po,-rers: they collect taxes , they i:ccp r~gi::;t':',.'o of 

police, an\"'',_ t:,c y have conciliatory functions, Could the special reprE.s~mta.ti ve 

com_,nent. u~~m tl:e development of the fiscal judicial ·powers, ·espe:cially in the 

south, in vj ew of the evolution which has been noted in the role pJ.a:tf.a. by these 

traditional .chiefs in the Territory? 

Mr . TOUROT (Special representative) (interpretation from Frer..ch): 

In Africa , custom and tradition are still strongly entrenched. The chiefs -­

param)unt chiefs and canton, village, and other chiefs - - are all , so to speak , 

an e□an::i:~ion. of cu3to11. They embody the customary insti tu.tions . • If, as a result . 

of an evolution of the present political situation and of the present social 

structure, chief's ten<i to f0rfe _;_-;; J;heir traditional character and lose prestige 

in this respect , th~i~ influence nevertheless remains consio.erable. 

At the ,pre..:;<:>nt stage, the Ad.ministering Authorit y bases itself on them for 

the management of the ndministrative circonscription. That is where custom and 

the administration actually come together. They represent custom as agJ:J.inst the 

administration, and they represent the administration as against the people. They 

are the hyphen, as we call it , between these two ele::nents - - and they • p2rform their 

functions as a hyphen very effectively, if I may say so. 

Of course , political leaq.ers may eve:ri•,ua11y become more and more influential, 

but this is not yet the case. The Administration finds it useful to use them in 

thei r present functions because they are surely an element of stability which is 

of benefit to the country as a whole. 
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. ~~.:!~_9!-:ft.~YS ; BOUUA~RT (Bel1sium) ( interpretation from French) : One final 

question c('.:r ., .. e:r. :1i~~g. the m1::r:'ibership ·· of the customary trib1..:nal3, which, I · am 

happy .to; lea.".'nJr:-•rnder greo.t se:::-vi.ce : As to theee . r::ustoinary 'tribunals vhich exist'. 

in al],. th~ di yi;,:: ons and sub-di visions, . a.re their members c:.i5efs or other indigenour 

inht;l.bitant~ q,:o.lified to interp:::et the customs ? 

!Yir. 'IOl~~OT (Special representative ) (int erpr etc.tion from French): · 

The customary tribunal is presided ovcr ·'by a chief named by the Administration . • · ., 

These •.·:chiefs. er-:: a::;niz~_;ed. by as::;~~scrs , who are regional n~tables . This depends · 

on the · ~ustc:~1 ,~ ·_.c-;.:1. t.lLa; in the locality concerned. 

·. -r-t:-_. AGUA . (Syria) : Be!'ore putting · ·my questions to · the repre::;entati ve • . ' 

of Fra nce. a::,J. tt,e special representative, I z hould like ~o try to clurify exactly • 

where t he Co:,;ncD: st~~1ds as f ar as .Toe;olo:nd :under French i:a.;,1inistrs.tio,1 is 

ques:t-io:1s and_. if there is any overlapping; both the ·represen:to:ti ve of .~::r2.nce -.and 

the special rcp reserrt;ative may ignore my questions·. ·I shall try to ::;0,e that they .: 

are not re~~titious . 

The .representative of France· said yesterday that this year th.e Trustee-ship 

Counci-1 has. a .s:pecial interest in -this .matter because of· Gc:nc•;a,1,· Assen.bly 

resoluti9n 944 (X) ~ <5.~aling-with the general Togoland problerr,. Part II ·of that 

resolut ion deals . exclusively with · French Togoland, and it re Quests · the C0t.iriciI', 

a~ its seventeenth· session; to 11 u.:cl0:r ·:.a1rn a. special study c'!: this n:atter'1 
--

namely, the que~tion • of whether and under what conditions Fr ench TogoJ.and· will" 

be ready to have popular consultations to determine ·1·;,;s fuhi.r~ .. I understand 

that . this matte:c of the special. study will come before us- later in- the session. 

I hope· that my understanding is correct; in any event, I see that it .is inscribed 

on the agenda . But it seems to my delegation at · this n:omei;l"t that the ·council will 

have to s~udy · it -- whether· the Territory is close enough to self-governrrent or 

independence ·to· call for a • decisi,·e plebiscite · or other co11sultation, arid ·what 

kind of self- government is in p:r.ospect for it if it wishes, as ti-ie ·representative 
\ 

of France stated yesterday as far 'as the Territorial· ·Asl3embly · i s concerned; to· 

stay within·the .French Union :more or less on the present basis . 
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We are a~so aware that the representative of France explained yesterday 

that his Go\· :::_·m1·..::nt was not yet ready to submit any p:.·oposo.ls • concer!'.ling these 

consul~ations but ex~ects to do so either at the next S8~sion of t he Council 

or , as he :p1.tt i ~ , , .t n special sess:i.on which it niig:it .request. This is a n:ost 

interestln::; c·i:a·!;ei~=nt , e.nd we attach great ir.i:portan•~e ·to it. However, this does 

not elin,in:->.te tte n0ed which my delegation s ees for a sp~cial stud.y of the 

consul tation q_1..1as·.;ion nciw~ This is purticularly the case because the 

representative of ?ranee told us yenterday that , in hie Governinent 1s opinion, 

the objecti·.e., -of t:;--usteeG:c:Lp have very nearly i:>een achieved in Togoland and 

that its fu"'-;.1~. 2 :.~ t:.rtus can be decided without too nuc:: d~la~r . 
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In our view·, that means that the special study will have to be undertaken 

in any ca::.e, . because the Council will have to advise the General Assembly whether 

it agrees that the trusteeship objectives a.re on the point of being achieved. 

• · I hope thct · the. Council will forgive me if' I elaborate somewhat on this 

statement 1 '.because my questions will depend upon it. 

My.·delegation • feels a special responsibility in this matter because it had 

the honour of providing one of t he members of the Visiting Mi ssion, which has . 

placed . two reports before the 'l'.r·usteeshi p Ccuncil: one a special report , and 

the o+,her .. a .regular report. i~e g::.·eatly regret the fact that Mr , Tarazi. has 

had t0 leu.Y~ New Yo::'k before bej_ng able to take part in this discussion, but 

we h,:wc ha::} e:.q,lanatio~s from him of the meaning and intentions of the Visiting 

Mission I s reports; it is my delegation I s dGsire to u phold those intentions , 

I have f e::.t it necessary to say this because I have been sor.:euhat 

astonished at the r eaction so far expressed to the Visi•~ing Mission r s report 

by the Admir..istering Authority, both in its written observations and in the 

statements which its r~presantatives made yesterday. I almost cc.1cluded 

that the report which the representative of France was talking about yesterday 

was an entirely different document from the report which my delegation has 

studied and wholeheartedly supports . 

I now begin my questions . I feel bound to ask the representative of 

France if he would. be good enough to make some further comrr:.ent about his 

Government 1 s att i tude tovards the rcain theme of the !Yiission 1 s r eport . What 

my delegatj_on understands from the Mission's report, taken together with the 

earlier, s~ecial report, is this: that while good progress has been made, 

with some imp::>rtz.nt excepticns, in the economic and social fields , the 

Territory is lagg:i.ng behind in political developmebt. In factJ whereas 

the representative of France believes that Togo],and j_s almost at the point 

of self-government or independence, the Visiting Mission implies just the 

opposite . 'The Mission take G the view in :p-P.rnf,re;h 120 of its special 

re:por~ (T/1206 ) that it is only after certai n reforms have been undertaken 

that the Territory will be able to think about decidjng its political future . 

In its regular r eport, which is summarized in the outline of conditions 

prepared by the Se'cretariat (T/L. 630), the Mission explains more fully ' 
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what those reforms .should be. In particular,it notes that : 

"no o--:~,,.n of the Territory played a:1 effective pa:::-t in making 

lovs/:,hat. t ::c powers of the Territorial Assembly were limited to the 

rw.ki:ig of rules and regulations and that the French Parb.ament 

reniai:ied sover.:!ign ::.n all matters. 11 (T/L. 63O Ja:.·a. 17) 

. In pa.:--agrc.ph 28 of document T/L! 63O, we see- that the Visiting _Mission 

took due account of the provisions of the ~ aw of J6 ApriJ. 1955, on whic;b. 

t he Adn;inisteri.':lg Authority has _been placing . all the eIPphasis, but pointed 

out tl:ia.t the.;;e reforms shouJ.d be.supplemented by other measures if the 

Territor y ,,a.s to att[J.in sel f-E;overn:rne::i.t and thus be in a position to emerge 

f;i;-om its ~:, 1;_,;-!';e~sh:i:p sta+,us . 'Ihe M-:.ssion went on to express t~1e hope that 

the ref'orns fotroducE:d by the law of 16 April 1955 would in the course of the 

next few years be followed u_p by other· measures to n:ake the Territorial · 

Assembly i :,t..:J a legislative body with full budgetary pc· .. ers elected by direct 

universi•:l S'..:.tfrage and to rcake the Government Council a true cabine't 

r e sponsible to. the Assembly. 

,Now, t!".:i.s is a l ittle bit _con_tradictory. The Admin:istering A,.,_thority. 

says that Tq~oland is near self-government : the Visiting M:i,ssion says that 

self-governrr.ent is a f'ew years away, and can cOI::e at that time only if the 

Territory is given its own legislature and cabinet -- things which it is 

obviously far from enjoying now. So far as I e:an see, however, the 

Administer:i.ng Au~h0rity has not yet said a single .word abuut this contradiction 

or a.bout the exact proposals and recbmn:endations of the l-1ission. I would· 

therefore very much appreciate having some comme nts a:1d clarification on -these 

matt ers . 
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tl~~-~ARGlJ:ES (France) ( interpretation from French) : The 

represent.;.tive .of Syria notes that .;he Trusteeship Council has a special· 

interest c:uring·: the present session in the ·problems connected with the· • 

administr-'.l.tion of French Togoland, because the General Asser;ibly a ~lopted •• 

at its te1~th session .a resoJ.ution \:>n the ·subject, part· II of which 

the reprei8ntati~e· of Syria read out 

Togolrind ·und~r. French adrr,iniEtra.tion . • 

the part conc2rning the future of 

In iny opinion:, · that resojution does not justify ·a.riy special interest -

bece.:1s,: . ;:~,<. '.".:··:.;::; ':;ic;esi.:..:.;> Co·,.mcil, since -it was established, h1>.s sho,m the 

greatest JJ<;-.,sible jr,:';erest in Togolarid under French a:l."!!.inistration,, as 

in all the IT--t.st ':i.'er:r-it()ries . The Council ' s interest is certainly very 

great; in fa.et, that interest has r.eached its greatest point, and I do • 

not thir!k 1;lia.t there are 'any special reasons why _the Council should have 

a greater ir.terest than usual in the ·:present problem. 

D1.a·::.ng the ·la.st sess:.on of the Trusteeship Council and d111;in6 the tenth 

session of the Gen~ral Assemhl::,r, the French delegation stated. th;lt its 

Gover::iment ['2,:r.·~ed i-::. r::~,'!r•-::j.:r;l~ +,o ·tb~- c6~cluf'.~.or.c ··=~t-sd.~,~a in t!!.:::: Visiting 

Mission I s report . I use the words . "a.gr<c!ed in principle :,) which n:ean · that 

the French Government a.greed that, 'in confor'inity· with the ·united ·Nations · 

Charter, it was appropriate to ascer·ta:in the wishes of ti:le population· on .- th·e 

Territory's· political future ~- . 'r understand that the French d'3leg:J.tion I s· • 

agreement, -ex:pre0red in the name :of the French Government , relates to · the : 

principle of the proposals in question and that there r.,ay be certain 

differences as to the methods suggested by the Visiting Mission . 

these n:ethods has scree importance; that is, the one concerning the date· on 
which the pcl)ulat ion might be asked to decide on its future. 

The Visiting i11ission, referring incidentally to certain statements 

made by various persons on the scene, feels that, before the population 

is called upon to pronounce itself on the Territory' s political future , 

certain new political institutions should be established -- which means that 
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the popula~ion could be consulted only after . a c erta_in number of years had 

passed. (lr. tl1is po i nt., the Fr ench C'-overnrnent is . more o_ptiri1istic than the 

Vis~-t.ing Missie:n . The French Government bel=i:-eves tha+, , in view of the 

Territory's de, ·_elopr::eni; during t _he. past years an9- of the pr ogress which has . 

been made by tl':e popul::rt:ion in all_ fields , and particularly in the p0liti cal 

field , the populathm can be consu:..ted on. the Territor~' s political future 

sorr,0 tin;:~ i!1 tht: very n.~ar future -- and not after severo.l years have passed. 

:Before_ c,.mtiriuing with this :poir:it , .I wi.Jh to m:1.ke an observation . The . 

r eprcsente.t jv::! of Syx:i.a attr i butes .to. the French Government intentions which 

it h~1.s n e v •) l -2):1;i-.:e ss(;d . I would even se.y tha.t the French _Government has come 

to s :1are t .. , c, ')i_: :i.:1ic:r1 t hat was 12:-::p-r-essei,l .dur ing the Asserubly 1 s tenth session 

~y some petitior.e~s from the Terr.itcry; .n~fficly , the opinion that the -future 

status . of T')60J.a ::1d , after the end of t,he ~rHS.tP.~sr. :; p) r _err.c:~ined to be deter mined 

but woul.d t. '.Y:- i.e ces s.J.rily be the sa1r.e as ·i:;tat which is in _effect at 1J:r.~s ent . • 

Certainl::J T">~;o: ,u::'~ now h~s - a pol itical ,status , _wµich , it must be stated, is- · 

copied son:•~~, hat a:fte r t~w:t of t he t err i tories which we ca.=.. l Oversea::, 

T8rritories and whic:h are . an int~gra;i. :part of the French Republ ic . ~fuen the 

population of Togoland is called upon to pronounce i tse l f . and to take. a 

position,. it will have to decide what ties shoul d ex ist , betwee n .. France and . 

the Terri tory once the trusteeship has con:e -to . an .end, . but it will also have . . 

to pronounce itself on the Territory 1s polit,i cal structure . 
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Th~. ·po:rulat ion will be free to ask for ind~pe1~dence. for the Territory; 

I n that case the question wi.ll i1~P.vi tably arise . But it will also ' arise , in my 

view, if the Territory _:,i~he·s to rereai~ .,ithin the French Union; ·ior the French· 

U::1ion inC:lude·s ,· '?r reay· include , different catego.ries of territories . At the 

presen"t . ti!':'!e Togclahd un<ler French Administration belo~gs to one of these 

categor:i.'es which we call associnte territories. 'It is not at all :mandatory · 

and perhaps not even desirable from 'certain .points of view --· and this is a · 

view which was ~x.pressed, I repeet; by certain petitioners who ·are actually 

re.embers of t he.'F:rench Parliament -- that the Territ8ry1 s ·future status should' be 

the · same as i ,_:; sta":.us now. 

T~1e que:;~.icn -:r..c,,y a:::-ise, of co~rse; whethe r · there should first .be -a further ·: 

consultation to d'=!t~rrr.i':r.e the · ties · betW'een :Tog0land under French Administration and 

the Frcmch 'J::-~::.on ·and. tee e~id. of- the Trusteeship system, and th•;:::i to o.sk the populatim 

to give: it$elf a nev ccna':;.tution ·which would. ·aetermine the ne,-7 !JOli tic~.l 

status a:Qd. r;:igi:"le of the 'Ierri tor-y, · or -whether it· would be better to ·proceed the­

other way r:0· 1.r.d, narr.ely, to clet·ermine first :the political structure a.·:1-i then 

decide whethe1· an end should be put to the Trusteeship system and wh.'.!the r there 

should be accession to the French .Union.. I believe .that logic demands that 

first of all, ·.before the .political adrninistrat.:Lve structure i's fixed internally, 

i t is necessary to ·decide whether Togoland under -French Administration shall · 

become an independent State , an isolated State, without ·any ties to -other 

political entities, or whether, on the contrary, under its new regin:e it shall 

be linked to another political entity such o.s Togoland under British Aclministration 

or the French Union. This, at least, is the view of the French Governn:ent , which 

believes that in the first place the population should be consulted on the 

question whethe::- it ia desirable to put_an end to the Trusteeship system, and 

whether, once that is done, Togoland under French Administration wishes or dr:P.r, 

not wish to belong to some other larger political entity, which could ' be the 

French Union for instance. 

Then, once these points have been decided, the internal political structure 

and. the administrative structure of the Territory will have to be determined. 

In fact, if I were to draw the final conclusions, one might say here that we 

should. iwr.ediately proceed with the consultation of the population . However, 

the French Governrr.ent asks for some time , and this request for time was explained 
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by me yesterc.n.y. T:1e delay could be very brief. Perhaps it mi;;ht be necessary 

to call a Z}::.::t:i0.1 session 8.t ·which to fix the tirr.e .1.iJllJ.t . Why does the French 

Government not tbi.nk it :possible to have an imme:ciate consultation? I have 

alreac.y explc.inc·:i. wlly . First, 'because the previous legislature hus come to an 

er,d and. a nev g0·.··e.r.nr.:ent is being forned. Bcca.us,e at firct it is ne~cssury to 

have some t~.:!lc to develop t he procedure which will be f'ollm7ed in the consultation 

of the :population. Then we already have political institutions which have 

recent ly been e:star.,J.isl1.ed, They are about to begin to function -- in satisfactory 

condi tic•ns, • fr,~i.dc~'l·::al:!..y, u.s v.an pointed. out by the s:-i;iec:l 2.l r.eprescntati ve . 

Fina 11y :, !.:l ,, '..~w o'!': the dev~2.oJ_.;ment of' the prc,ced.ut'e whicl1 has been 

follc.wed j_n •P.-. ,t:.,J.a~1c'l 1.i.nder British Adrri.nistration it vou~.cl be a good thing to 

wait to see this procedure b~ing conpleted so that s i milar experiments might be 

carried out in ':!.1ogoland under French Administration, 

To s-..m: n11, ·,re ::q;rce in principle with tr.e Visiting Hiss:i.on. We o~:Y.ri.ously 

agree 1.-dth tne resolution z.dopted by the General Asserably, f'or whi.ch , 

incidentally: the French delegation voted. · He ·are convinced that it i3 neces_sary 
. . 

and desirable to have a di:::-ect consultation· of the population of Togc,J.and under 

French Administration. We believe that this consultation should take place as 

soon as possible . We even believe that it could take place ·ir:,media.t ely if there 

were·not the certain minor obstacles which I have ·enumerated. These make it 

desirable to bave a brief delay, after which the population will be consulted 

on its future politi~P-l fa.te. 

This consultation -should precede the establishrr.ent of an ·acbinistrative and 

internal political structure, which must de:pend on the decisicn which will be 

taken by the po::;;u.12.tion with regard to the external relationships of the Territory 

with other political entities of' wider scope~ For the internal structure will 

vary depending upon whether Togoland under French Administration becomes an 

independent isolated State or an autonomous State within a large political 

entity, which might be the French Union. 

Mr: ASllA.. (Syria): I am very grateful indeed to the representative of 

France, but if I understood him correctly today when he was replying to a question 

put to him by the representative of the United States with regard to popular 

consultation he said that there was no public opinion in Togoland but merely the 
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opinion: of t he eJ.ite . I am not sure whether he said that there was no public 

opin1.~~, aG :;·,l::.:h , . in Tog~lnnd, but only the. opinion of 

he ca'iied • ,i tne el::. ten . . Cculd he please . clar~fy this? 

SClliZ representatives 0f :what 

!if-. _ B!~?G~J.6S (F~ance) (interp:::-et2-.-l;:i.on from F:i:-e~:::h) : _. I said that 

unques·t~on::.-::; 1_y: in a country such as To~o:!.and unde:i:- French Acir:rinistrr,.tion , and 
- . 

gene:>:"ally spea~cing in Black Af:::~ ea, there is no general p...!blic opinion 

representing all t:.1e regions . This mA-y not be entirely true for the southern 

part·s ·;;f'· T~g}1_e.1;cl, perhr-:.;s 
1 

b~t ::.a certainly true for !).O):>thern ToGoland. 

Nevert:'.'leiess ; ~ i is t::'."L~e c.lso t:1.e. r. th:l.s po:pu2.ation rr.ay be e.:tfe<::ti vely consulted 

on the f':lte ·uf 1.~:s Te1-rik:ry. I did not say this on '(flY 0\-,:1 i nii.:.iutive. I 

said it when 1 il8.S asked a specific question by the represc!ntative of the 

United States. 

If I rc;:r, ... ":'ber correctly -- and I should ,like -to be ccrrected if I r.m wrong 

the represc-n;;.ative of the U,1:i.ted States had aslced. n:e whetb?.r , general}y speaking, 

the :populn.4_ion both in the nort_h and south was already infomed_ that 1_t mig ht 

soon _be consulted and calle?,- upon to state its position on the futur<~ fate of . -

the Territory. In reply to that q_uest~on I . said. that. the population •,m_s not yet 

generally info~med. There are certain advanced circles -- more of them in the 

south than in the north -- which are informed, but the population of t~e north, 

generally speaking, is not inforn;.ed because public opinion there _is n.ot yet as . 

devel oped as it is jn the western countries . The people do not have radio 

recei:ers, a~d there is_ no widely circulating press . . On the other hand, the 

French Gove~nment w~s not free to make kncwn its intenti~ns to the population; . 

and it would have been clJ.scourteous of it to have . dor:e. so before it had th~ 

approval of the .Unit~d Nations General Ass~mbly. 



• i-i'J/ gd T/PV.662 
51 

(Mr . Bargue s , France) 

Nevertheless , even if public opinion has not been informed, it is true that 

the popul2tfcn is sufficiently advanced to take a position O!'!Ce it has been 

consulted . I thirit t hat the population of Togola.n<l under French Administ::.·ation 

is in about tne • s2.ri1e position as the population of Togoland under B:::-itish 

Administrati.on . Our population was admi nistered, first, by Germuny £",r.d, for 

forty yea :,:-s, by F:re.oce. They \Till U.'1C:ersts.rid perfectly we•11 when they are asl::ed 

whether they wish to have the present French administration under _the superv'ision 

of the United Nations~ Tr.e probler.1 is very simpl e ; they will understand it . 

I:verr the ·rucl~:r.?.nt:1.ry pl'.l)::.ic opinion uhich we have now will understand. I have said 

that public cr->:i.on was not yet info:1.·med that t his cons ul tat:ion was impending, but 

I did not s·ay -~•.1,.t t~1e pormlatio.1 l.'oul d not be in a position to pronounce itself 

once it had l>een informed of this consultation . 

I have anothe:;: question with respect to i:,hc 

statement m'lci.e •!arlier by the represent·ati ve of ·Fra nce. I should li};:e to ask how 

there ca:1 be c ,:>!1sultation uitho1..'.t universal suffrage. Cer·:ainly the r·~sults will 

not reflect tru::.y popular opinion. Can the 1·epres8ntati ve of France ci.nrify this 

point? 

Mr . BAHGl2S (France ) (interpretation from French) :. It should be 

understood ·- - an::l. I beli eve that the United Ifa-tions does not interpret it in any 

other way • __ that tb-=; consultation uill apply the principle of universal suffrag<; . ) 
~x, 

It will be a direct cons ultation . I am referring to paragraph 1 of resolution 944/ 
part I I, to the effect that the wishes of the inhabita nts as to their future will 

be ascertained iJY direct a nd democratic methods . This is quite clear and precise 

and can mean no-:;hing but a consu l t ation under universe.l suffrac;e . I n replying to 

a question by ~he representative of India, I sai d thut pro'bably the law on 

universal suffr ag·e would be voted very soon -- perhaps within a few \,eelrn . Of • 

course:, it wi ll be necessary to establish the voters ' lists, but there, again, we 

have a similar situation to that u hi ch prevails· in British Togoland, wh";re electoral 

rolls have not yet been completed but are being prepa r ed. This also will take 

several lreeks . 
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I am indeed gratefu~ to. the rep1·esentative of France 

for his cla:•j f ic:1tion. I wish. to assure him, before I come to my next question, 

that ther_e is noth::.ng _ critical in my questions . . I at, not criticizin6 the 

1\dministering i;.uthority at all. All I am asking for is cla1•ification . If I ,Tish 

to offer any o'.:>SE!Yvations or comments , I shall. _do so later in my sto.tc1:1ent . 

In parac.;r,~ph 17 of t}:qe' OutUµe of Conditions ... 

1-lr . i3IiIICi:JC:S (France)(interp1:etation f::.-om French) : I wish to assure 

the represer.tati v<.? o_f Syria that I s,ee no c'ritico.::... ir.1plicat.ions in his questions. 

I cr.deavoured t _o reply as extensi vcly as I could . I si1:1ply 

said that . the F::e;1ch Government , taking account, of cou1·se, of local considerations, 

of the evolutilm of the Ter::.·itory, etc . , felt that the populatj_on had reached a 

degree of matw.·ity which made it possi"ole for it to pronounce :i.tself on the 

·question oi' j :~:; '.l\1ture political fat<: . I ·oelieve that the Un~.t.ed N:i.tions .rill 

agree with the J,.drr..inisterin6 Authority's view. 

I thank t;:ie representative of :!!'ranee fo:,_· having 

understood me correctly. 1\ccording to paragra-r;h 1 7 of' the wo-::-king paper prepared 

by the Secretariat (T/ L . 630), the I--lission pointed out that there was no provision 

of the French Constitt~tion wnich stood in the way ·of granting. full ·lcgislo.ti ve 

powe~s . for the Trust Territory ~ince q.rticle 72 of' that Coni::.titution, w;:iich 

• de:'ines the po·.rers . o-:: Parliament, applied only to the French Overseas ':'e;rritori es_; 

and .the Trust Territory is not a French overseas territory, even under, the 

Const~tutio~, although it is.described as an associated territory. Does the 

Administering /: .. utllo;r:i.ty c.i ff'er from this view? 

llr. I3J,HGlT~S. (France)(interpretation from French) : _ I agree with this 

stateme~t. The Cor.stitution reserves for _Parliament certain subjects .- - I quoi;ed 

from th": .C_onstitution a mori1ent ago in repl ying to a question by the repres~ntative 

of _Ii:tdio. - - such as penal legislation, exercise of civil liberties, .etc. other,rise, 

legislative power ir.ay be delegated to local assemblies, and that is what has been 

done . As already pointed out, the powers given to the ilssembly have t he charc:.cter 

of le{sislati ve powers . -We simpl y do not call them legislative powers, fo:c reasons 
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which I have expk.ined. They are essentially reasons of lecal te::.·minology. If 

the French P :-.rlic..t.,ent felt that it ·should. not g1·ant immediat.ely and fully all 

legislative powers to the Assembly, it was because it was ins?ired by the 

principles ,fr1i.ch I recalled yeste:;.·day in r:Jy statement. It felt that it would be 

preferable to 9::oi::ced progressively . P011er is riow e.h-tcnsi ve . It may be that 

only a lant phase is to be covered beb·,een what has already been es-tablished and 

lTh3.t uill be reached. uhen the T::.·usteenhip System no longer applies to the 

Territory. Ir the Te:r..rit6rial I~s:.,embly had all the legislative powers, then, by 

definition, 'ci~usteesliip ~multl nci lon0e r prevail. If it is • felt that t::us"'ieeship 

r.iust be a:aini:2. ·.n.cJ, it .w. i::.;ev::. ta:;le that the l\dt::inistering Aut:1ority would 

reserve· CF.-rtt).::. ·; ro· .. ,c,s for 5.tsclf, which is the ·ense~ce of trust.eesn:i.,. )nee· the 

power .of decision is fully transferred to the population, then trusteeship no 

longer exists. 

i, monent ago the rE;presentc:.tj_ve said that 

weelrn· inight; oe needed for the preparat:i.on of · the electoral listG. For the sake of 

argume!lt, l e7. us suppose t h.1t universal suffrage will be enacted _with:'..11 si_x weeks , 

or perhaps three raonths , from no.:1 . How soon, ·then, ,,tould Togi)land be · able to 

apply it i •n practice, either for parliamenta1~y elections or for elections to the 

Territorial f;:ssembly? 

bodies ·ciue to ·be held? 

In other words; when are the next elections for these main 
,, 
' 

Hr. D/,TIGlJ.ES (France)( interpreta.t.ion from French) : · r rei:;ret that I 

cannot make a pi·ecise reply to this question . · This is up to ·the ?arliament . The 

Assembly is now in of fice; it was elected rather recently, and the terms of office 

of its members were i'ixed for a, ce:r·tain period. Chan(;es • may be made , and that is· 

what happened for ' the Territorial f.ssernbly :::.ft er · the vote on the law of April 1955 . 

The Mandate· of the ii.ssembly had not corr1pleted "its term, "but·, ·a new law having 

been passed, it was judged advisable to dissolve the .li.sseinbly and to procc':!d to 

new elections. It may be that when the law on universal suffrage is voted upoh , 

the Frerich Parliament will see fit, ·since the electoral college ·will he.ve ch3.nged, 

to hold new elections on the basis of this new electoral regime. But I do not 

uish to predict what uill oe decided by Parliament . 
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I should be grateful if the r epresentative of France 

could give rn3 an e~lanation of the followinc;. Certain p:>litical par-cics, one in 

the south and the othe.r, I think, in the nqrth which is composed of nc:rthern chiefs, 

had no opposition either at the Territorial Asse~bly elections last year or the 

parliane.~1tu.ry elections this yerir . Is the one -party system being developed in 

Togcland, or is there another reason? 

Mr. BARC'UFS (France) (interpretation . from French): It would be. paradoxical 
' . 

to blame· Fran-::e fo:t anything J.ike a one-party system . The reverse reproach is 

usually levelJ -~11 c.t F:car:c<:! and, I suppose, France partly deGerves that. If in the 

Togoland electio,:.s onl.y two parties presented candidates, t~1at was per!1!:1ps because 

the othe~ partic:.!S d.i.d not . consider it advisn.ble to present any candidates . 'Ihey 

probably thousr.t that tl:eir success would be rather less than striking, and hence 

they found it i:1advi~able to present candidates . 

~.A8_:.tt'\ (Syria) : I can assure the representative of Franc,: that I :was 

not .blaming, F:-at.1c·e for the one-party system . I merely asked a. questi,::m, but I will 

not pursue it any f urther . Nay I now address a question to the special 

representative1 Could he give us some details about the parliamenta~y elections~ • 

Could. he tell us how .i;iany candidates there were, how the votes were cast,. and 

how the votes were divided between the northern and southern parts of the Territory? . 

V.ir. TOUROT (Special representative) (interpretation from French): At the 

parlil:ll!lentary e.lections which took place on 2 January, all p.ecessary freedcm was 

give~ .to .the entire popul~tion. Anyone could be a candidate . There were no 

restrictions. It fr'> happened there vas only one candidate, and it l?ust be 

recqgnized the.t he wal:l elected by a rather large number . of voters, and . this 

indicates his standing in the Territory. I believe thay scmetimes, especially 

from a distance, one may give different interpretations to such a single cand.idacy, 

but I am in· a position to say that the other candidates who might have run did not 

do so deliberat~ly because they knew, and rightly, that if they d~d they would 

meet with failure. Usually a candidate, when he knows that he will fail 

automatically, prefers not to run, for personal reasons. Then, there were certain 

I 
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(Mr. Tourot .• Special rep re sentati ve) 

political parties which wanted to give a false impression of the politi~~l 

situation iJ>. t:.!G Territory. Those, in a few words, are the comn::ent.s I can make 

on this question. 

J.1.-::-.- l~:'.~.G:JES_ (France) (interpret~tion ·from French) : If the party 

s i tuation i:r.i Toguj.and is some··that the rever·se of that i n r:r~nce , this is due 

to t~e fact that grouping takes place when there are clear-cut issues . The 

determining fa-:ters e.re si.rcple an.d clear - cut issues, and ,:hen opinion is 

divided., t:,~n t~::c::e ar-.' e. Great nwnber of candidates~ If two gr0ups or parties 

divide puo2:1.y '): •::!i5. o!J._,. as is 'L~1e case in To30J.a;:1d.,wb3re there is the party of 

the c:1ief's i:1 ~-:::t..': r .u::t!i7 nnd if one J.)arty do2s not ,;ir;h t0 put :for'i',ard a!ly 

candidates, -~~iu-c :in because opinion is crystallized around s:i.mple idaas. For 

instance, tl'.:;:·,·e r.,ey be t=1e question of whether Togoland at tl1e end of the 

Trustecs::Jip S1stcm should join the French Union or, on t'he otbP.r hand} whether 

it should ;·1.::~"!: (~ ,:ith a neiJ r:'..lcur1ng Territory. The parti.cs which weru ·J'ictorious 

in the electior.s were par-1:.ies which are i n favour nf evc,J_t:.tL:m l,'i.th t:--.e French 

Union. 'I'he o,,'n3r parties are not in favour of this .- Hheh the day e..ni·J'es when 

Togoland is concerned with a gr eater number of questions, · I am sure that at 

that ti~e the inhabitants, especially those ~,ho were trainac, in Fre.nce, ;rill 

form a greater number of parties and there will be real electoral battles . 

rlr . 1-~!!':: (Syria): I should like to ask either the rep:?:"P.Se!ltative of 

France or the special representative whetper a civil servsnt can be elected to 

the Territorial AssembJ.y or to the new Government Coux1cil wit:ho:.1t having to give 

up his govern..r.:i-J:1t~l job . 

.Mr . :.:OL?OT (Sp,~cial represe:ntativ8) (interpretation from French): I 

believe that there are no obstacles to prevent an official being a candidate . 

He would simply be placed on special leave of abse:nce duri:..1g his term in th.e 

Assembly. 

Jfir . Bll.RGDES (France) (intecyretation from French) : If I did not 

reply to the representative of Syria it was because I did not know exactly what 

the administrative status of the official would be once he was elected. But I 

am quite sure there are no restrictions . French law provides for special leave 
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of absence for officials _w9:o _are members of parliament . I _d:!,d not know what 

the_ re3ul..:.1 
.. :Lons ere in respect of members of .territorial asselllbli-:!s • 

~iE...:_~~'.R~ (Syria) : I am not certain that I co~rectly understand 

the a::-isw~:-:-s to : .. y que~tion • . ~iy question. was: . Can a civil servant be elected 

and retoin .h:..s government job? Tne an_swer .. was -that he wmllc:l tal<::e leave of 

absence ; in ot her w~rds , he could not retain his goverrunent- job . Is that 
correct? 

. ~~. _T.',f'(~".;'"'!'2-3 (France) (interpretation from Freuc b) ._: Yes . He doP-s 

not lose .his l'Csitlon; he is given leave of abs'3nce a:-1:l. at t:!."ic e:1a. of his term . 
as represer~ta·i,i ve he resumes his office . An_ offic:!,al caur.ot conti_nue his 

official dt.·.t ies and at the snme tiw.e . fill the position of elected. rcpresentativ~ . 

While he ::..n cJ.ctins _as rcpresentativ:e , he is not in office ; but he. r es,J:ces h:Ls 

office o;:1-:e his te::-m has expired. 

[~~_ ASHA_ (Syria) : Now I understand that . if a c::.vil se::.·v£.~1:. is 

elected he takes leave of absence from his g9vernment job,. C,ould the special · 

repres_~~tative. tell us for how long he. is . aJlowed to be· on leave and act as · an 

eJ,.ccted r epresentative? 
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ti-E.:_.~~~gUEs (France) (interpretation from French): Throughout his 

legal · terrn of office . 

-~jl'.'. ro_1}B_OT { S:pe 'cia.1 r e_presentati ve) ( interpretation from French) : Lest 

there \be e,,ny mi sin-~erp:retation , • I should like to · raa.ke it clear thP.t if we are 

speaking o:t elections to · the Legf slati ve Assembly; tiiat is so, but if we are · 

speal~ing of elections to the !J}erri torial Assembly,· · elected o·fficials retain 

their · administrative · posts ·throughout the durat:l.on of their term of office. 

( c-,..,.1· a) · 
L • I ,._ • • My q_uestion was in conne;:ior.. with a person 

elected to ti.1c T•:r:.:::: torial Assembly. But I understand. j_t. no\, . ln ot:ier words, 

a person· elt::..::tc;d to the Terri to'rio.1 Assembly can r -eta.in t.1 s governmE.nt position 

for the durt·.tion of his term of office . That is very clear. I would now lilce 

to ask th':! f •)ll owir.G ·qu~stion: Is it advisable to purzue such a p:::,l:~::::y and. does 

it not hrcv .:: .l~s inherent dang ers'? 

Mr .. PARGUTsS (F:::·a.nce) ( interpretation from French): • To ~Le extent 

to which assemblies have no extensive political'· pm-iers, ti.1is raises no 

difficulty. As the pol i .tical powers of the Territorial Assemblies are 

extended, tr.e same rule woul d have to be applied as appl:'..tse t-:::i the :French 

Parliament.· I did not quite understand. previously the q_--.lest~o1~ of the 

representative of Syria. I had in mind only -the lt'rench Parliament.. There · 

would be criticisill if a. high official- retained his job ,,hile serving in the 

Assembly , because after all -there might be improper influence of one position 

on the other. w:..:h regard to the Territorial Asse;ublies , this obsl,acle did 

not arise , · but in t).1e near future it may be necessary to enact similar kind of 

provisions. In tbe.t case, of .course, the1·e would have to be a. compensation 

for :nembers of the Assembly. There has .not :been any such cor.1pensation so far . 

l.viernbers of the French Parliament are, of course, paid. 

Mr . ASHA (Syria) : · That is exactly what I was driving at. When I 

asked the question, I had in mind the day when the Territol'ial Assembly _will 

have more powers , as has been expressed by the representative of France . 
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Now I unclerstand that some l~incl of arrangement must be made if the Assembly will . 

have Inore powers in the futu:::-e, and that the members of the Territorial Assembly 

would. ha.v·e to receive compensation. I am quite catii;fied with the re:ply . 

For ·my last question oh political advancement , I .wocld like to invite the 

specie.:; representative, if he · would. be good· enough, to comment on t h P. serious . 

questior.sof political. f'reedom which were raised bJr the Visiting Mission and -which 

appear ..in· paragraphs 63 .to. 71 in the outline of conditions (T/L.6":;0) and on w}?,iqh 

I could find no reference in the observations of the Administering Authority 

(T/1228). 
.. •·.·,. 

Hr. rvUROT (Special· representative)(int_erpretu.ti0n fro'!ll F:i:-ench)~ May .I 

ask 'the re:presenta.ti ve of SY1·ia to. tel.l me precisely. on . v ho.t µoint J...:: '1otlcl. 1::..k~ .me 

to . cororoentT 

i-.•1• , A0H/'t (Syria) : The Visiting Mission, in its report (T/1211) 

stated t'nat -t:tt::! polit::.ca.J. -f -::-eedoms ::vere not a,s they should be. In ,'. ·! 

observations e,i the Administering Authority th~re wer.e no ren:arks on t.1at 

particular point. ·Could the special .;r.epresen,t~tive -~nl:i.,ghten. us .. 

~£_(~ (Special representative)(interpreta.tior. from i;:r en~h) : I Illust 

say that I have been ''ffry well informed · on these me,'Gters. , .. I accompcmied the 

Visitin{i, :£,Iission t :irou6hout 1Jost · of'· its jou:.mey in the Territory. To my 

knovledge·• there has beeo no obstacl~ -placed .in the. way of the exercise of 

poli ticai. ·freed,>ins j • r..vr '. has ·there: been an: attempt ;-to hampe r anyone. There . mo.y 

have oeen sor.ie ;tiffic,uties b'etween the various local poli t~.cal parties., each of .. 

which sought to exe1·t s o,nt·· ii,fluen-ce an.d :asser·:;·, itself., hut as e. whole it cannot 

be argued that any difficulty was raised. :; If there is any .:partic1..1lcr point 

which the representative of Syria wishes me :to . bring .o.ut, : I shall do so. with 

pleasure, But in general t here have surely been no such instances that I can 

think of. ·' 
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In ra:i.~ing his 

question, . -1: ··.'!e representa.ti ve of __ Syria cited · para.gre.ph 71 of t}:le. working paper 
' .· . . 

prepared by the Secretariat . ·.. . The document is well drafted, _ 9ut of course it 
' . ' 

is a surrJl!Rry; it is a survey of the contents of the .report of the Visiting 
' . · . . . . 

~ussion . I .h~ve read in detail, and very carefully, the paragraphs which the 

Visiting i':iission in its two reports -- .the special report and the regular 

report -- devoted to the exercise ·of public and civil liberties in French­

adrninistered Togoland. 

Here is how the i::lission envisaged the problem: the Visiting Mission 

received. C C''c : ..11 . :: . .:.r:t., from the rep:r:esentati ves of certain . pol::. tic al parties who 
, I' , t 

charged the A:1i:-~. n:!.T':.rJtion wit)1 failing satisfactorily t ') secu:i:-e tl:.e 

observance of :po.J.itica.l freedoms . 'i'hey accused the Ad.ministration of takirJg 

measures d.e:::;°igneC: to encourage the reajori ty parties which wished to retain 

TogoJ.and ·-,~ t -.1i n the French Union, anci. tl:i,ey said that . tt.e Ad-:ninistratton also . . . . . . 

sought to hamper the activities .of other .parties. The Visiting Mission 

hastened to add, however, that. the complaint~ thus presented were r,o~ 

supported by o.nY: .pr.obati ve evidence . 
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.. ' 
«ue ~ahhot • arrive at final 

conclusions ·6·r make a ' fina.1·· j\J.d.G~In~nt on these complaints ·since they are not 

supported by evid~iice of a ·probative nature. However; ·· we • have noted some 

minor facts ,-rhich have • given us some vague impression . that not everything 

thafwas • said to us by the peti't:.ioners is wrong· o~ untrue."· ·The Visiting 

Hiss ion ' stresses "that . this is me:;ely the impression gathered by some of its 

members· •• •• Bi.it the l-Ii°s's:i.6ri thought· that it was its· duty t'o draw tbio 

impression to the Council's attention. 

\·Jha.t ·1s it that · g~·,e · t0:fo inin;css:L6n -~o the members of the Hiss ion 'l 

Wheri' \,hey . n:,--:•i··~.d at Lome, ·th~y r'~und along the road· ahd in the streeti of the • • 

tmm large nu.'ll~J~rs of representa.t:i. ves of the forces . of public order. I must 

spe·ak now as an old Overs.ea.s"Territory· official•~· • The ·young Governor, whose·· 

and. ·the Visiting i-Iissi6n paid tribute to it 

but who; by -. j:•tue of his youth arid since · he ho.s • been Governor for· only a 

fnj_:...·ly short time, · may· lac'\ a ctfrt~in•· seli'~con:fidence:,· a · ·sureness of touch, . • • 

was confronted with the ard Val' of the· Visit"in1f1'liss'ion· sent· there t'Y' th~ • • •,' • 

United Nations, You know how great the prestige of. this Or{ianizati01. is among' 

the people of .Overseas Territories and among the officials there. This young 

but importE;nt executive was impressed by the arrival in his Territory of four 

im.portent personalities who were, so to say, the envoys of this international 

Organization. At the same time he was aware of the procedures which uere 

employed occasionally by opposition parties. In the past, thesP. parties 

always tried to press their ccmpJ.c.ints &nd dP.mands by methods which resulted 

in disturbances of public order. I do not wish merely to 'blame these parties, 

but I must men·~·ion t:1e occasionally excessive intransigence of the re-p;.4 esenta.tives 

of the aajorit~, parties also. 

I .have said that the J'.~:'rican population had achieved sufficient maturity 

to pass judgement on the future of the Territory. This maturity, howeyer, may 

not be sufficient to support with calm and quiet all the tribuJ.ations of 

political contests. It is hot in Africa, and political rivalries have 

sometimes given rise to hot incidents. Africa, may r ·say, does not enjoy a 

~otopoly of this feature of political act.ivity. You may imagine what 



.EA/ek T/PV. 662 
c ~-
0( 

: (Ilr . Bar[{Ues , France) 

consequences this may have had _on the career of the youn3 Gove:rnor if inci<J.c::.T~G :-::.af:1. 

occurred ri~ht in tb~ middle of . the visit of. the Visiting-,~il:;sion, if the 

members of the Visiting Mission had not been welcomed- there . in .an a');mos:phere of 

calm and diE,rnity commensurate _with , the importance of their personalities end·. 

mission? Hhat would have happened, the Governor thought.! iZ incidents had 

occurred, if disturbances or riots bad occurred between partisans of the 

various political groups_?, .. ·He a:dop:ted the method of the. young offici al. who 

was not very_ e::periencec.. He called _upon .l arge police forces. 

Lyautey said . . .".You have to show a . stl.~ong hand . in order no:t to be forced· : 

to use it . " As it ,ras , nothin3 ha:)pane.d . 

because there ,;e:re mimy police;:11Jn o.:..·c-..md.. 

it is conceivable . • 

Perhaps nothing happened just 

I a.~ not sure that this is so , but 

The members of the Visiting Hission made some coranents .on t hat to the 

Ccrunissioner of the Republic, who realized th~t the point was . well taken . lfnen •. 

the Visit i ng Hiss ion cnr:ie ba.(!k_ to Lcme che second time, the police forces had 

disappeared. 'I·he young official to .whom .I am re.fe1·r-ing is. an efficient and· 

able .. 9fficial. • The police forces on the·_, second occasion r-smaineo. w:i.thin call , 

so he cou-ld have co.lled upon them if necessary . 

These incidents have to be reduced to the modest pro:por.tions .which apply 

to them. I am· su·re thnt my interpretation is not remote from the. interpretat ion 

of the members of the Visiting 1-iiss.ion who spoke of impressions. They had 

such and such impressions , stimulated perhaps by members of' parties that had 

aslced for audi ences . They -may have thought that the police deploymen..t was . . 

excessive . One cannot deduce from thi~ -- o·nd the Visit:i.ng Uission does not 

that the exercise of political freedoms iS, not secure in Togoland .. 

:. Hr . · ASHA (Syria) : . I did not say .that political fr.eedo:ra_ is not secure 

in 'I'ogoland. That is something to which I have never referred~ I was referring 

to the question that reference was not made in the. obser;v-ations of .the 

.\{r,Ji:.,.is·ccj;'i~:G Authority to t he observations of the Visiting Mission . 

I wish to raise one .f .inal point in · order• .to explain· why I asked this 

question , In the outline of conditions in Togoland under French Ac.mi..--:is·~ratic:11 
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(ldr. Asha , 3yria) 

111·!ith reGard to the .opp1·essive measures to. wi1ich sU})porters of 

. :.' the .C. U.'f .. and JUVEHTO claimed to have b~en subjected, the 1-ii ss,ion 

fltated that it ,~as · i ncli!1ed .to believe that .many of.: ·the . complaints 

we.re . exaggerated." .. - - \ie accept that as ~t ·is. -- ,.~'' I!evertheless, the 

iiission sta.ted;it ·ha.d .received so many cor:1,laints of this ldnd t.hat . . 

. it~,telt that real .difficulties t1ust exist ... •• (T{:~~6.30 ;, ~n.J i:,.~::,ap!1 TO) 

I was referrin(; to .that . •. \lhat .. ~re • these real .diff icul·tieG ? in1y clicl the 

1,11ssion ·.state that, and .wl1y was. the Administering t,uthority .silent on this point'? 

That was .my. G.'1•7-«tion. . .: •. • • 

Ur . :a'\RGUES (r-'rance) (interpretation fro1n French) : I apoL:>0 i?.e . .I 

did not ·quite crasp the scope of .. the ·.questio·n of. the representative of Syria. 

T'ne. text .::.:i.P1:.,:0- ; ·says : •. 

" Ui ,;., .regard ··to the .;oppressive :measures .-to. which .supporter s of . 

the C.;U .'r. ,.and ·JlNEiIT,O .claimed .to have .been 'subjected,; the His~·1on 

'. >.stated tbat it wes inclined to .believe that many. of :the complo.~ .•• ts • 

lTere e:~aggerated . Hevertheles.s; the• 1-lission , :,,tat':!_ri, .. ,i t . had l"eCeived· 

.. so µieny : complaints .of _this kind · that i =c :.,felt th3,t reA.l .. diff.icul ties 

:;· · · . must exist . . • Noting·•in·.particulo.r .that one of :the communications it. 

had re.ceived .a:t .?alim~·. was a memorandum .submi tte.d . by -the local Chiaf 

of .Police and·. seven of his · subordinates supporti ng ,the ·views. of the 

J? . '.fi . P ., the •Niss ion stated that it o.ppreciated. tha.t under French lm, 

0it- was .pennissible for public., .. servants • to be ..members of : p.olitical 

partie.s, ')ut. :felt .that active political campnic,1i:nG ,by· .a~ents of the 

GovernmE.n-c who might be required to protect the civil rights of 

• persons su:pporting riv'll pa~ies might create misu1\de:rstan_d~ng_. 11_: (Ibid. ) 

The representative .of s;rr1:a feeJ.s that -,the .,Admini'st.ering /,u·thority has not 

e.ns,rer~cl this observation . ,. ··I will . . supply such··an answer and I will request· .the 

President and.the :oembers. Of :the . :council to regard my .answer .as .an . .01:>s.er::vation 

of the l:d,n:i_i'lii:rtc;.•ing f\Uthar.itY: '·.±n respect of this ,:paragraph~ 
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(Mr. Bar(.;Ues. France) 

. . . 
I was caying a whil e aco, that political liberties ,,ere a.nsured in 

Togol~Il~, and the representative of Syria \ras ltind enough to _tell me that it 

was not his intention i::? q_ues~i on this po~it-ion of the iidministeri ng Authority. 

Hot only .are these freedcms assured, but perhaps they are assured too liberally. 
: •• • J'" 

A public· offici~l . in F'.rance and French-administe:ced Territories ' has the right 
• • • • , .# • 

to adhere to .a po],itical party and. is entitled t o be a -miiitant ·member 
0

0:f • such 

a party . 
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(Mr. Bargues . France) 

Perhaps it is regrettable f or a militant member of a party to be a local 

police. conunissio~e.I." .. P;f.. ch,ie;(' _of . po~ice . This_ has . ha:pp_c~ed in Metropolitan 

France. . Police .o~fi~iP.:i~ .L:-:-e -;~t ,.precl~de<;1 :from bel9~'g:i.ng . to p;litical p~~ti~s, . 
. • .. . .• , \ ,. .. . .. . . . : . . . ~ . . . ' · ... './.' 

and certa;!.nly not .. precluded from belonging to opposition parties . Parties • • •• . ·~ ~· .. . . . . . . ... : . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . 
which,?,re. oppositipn, partie13 today ar e likely to beco;ne the Government Party . -. - . . , . • . ,... . . . . . . . . . , • .... 
t omorrow. . .?-n democrat_ic ,. countries •.-.'. It woulc1 therefore _be. rather difficult t? 

discr.~~.iz:iate i .n this_. . :field. It .rna.y :tie regarded as regrettable, . but if' you 
. . . 

accept the political reg~.me you haye to take all of it; you have to accept its 

advantaces o.n,.:: ~-:- ,, drawbacks alike . 

Today the. <;c:U~ of a police chief was mentioned who was a meaber, in fact a 

militant.menber of the majority party, the party which represents the overwhelming 

majority • It :ri·-1st be recognized the.t there is. intolerance, if I. m<1y • 

. say so '1ith a:.l :.,:'i:-iendzhip to .hf'rican populatio_ns which ·r have he.d to admire , 

in politier- l. m.::. .. ·ters, altho:..ich it is not o.n e:-:clusi VP. privilege or monopoly 

of fd'ricc. -- fa::- frci!l :i.t -- t~1at in nevertheless particularly notice,.>.'• 1.c 

For a po:iice c~1icf to be a mili t:;.nt m0r:iber of 

the majority party e.nd forh:i.m t o have avail<::d himself of the power oi' his office 

in order to favour members of his party, and perhaps thro,m monkey wrenches into 

the activities of rival parties, well I do not contest that the possibility 

exists . Perhaps the special representative may g;i. ve us mo:;:e precise information 

on. the specifi~ incident mentioned in paragraph 70 of T/L. 630. 

However, I should like to raise the debate to another level. Hay I add 

that if this hac:i not happened the::-e at this particular 'time and pl ace , it might 

have happened e:1.sewhere . It may happen every day in terri·;;o:.~y administered by 

France where this broad politica;i. freedom exists and where officials are permitted 

to belong to any political p~1-ty . That a police chief ctid belong to a party is 

quite possible . If he abused his rights or powers to favour that party, then 

the Administering Authority should certainly take measures t o see to it t hat it 

should not be done, or it should talte measures to punish him. 

I ,~ould not pe in favour of proh~bi ting officials from being members of 

.,. political parties . Militant action may indeed create misunderstandi_pg, as the 

. Visiting i:,Iission says . I agree with that . 1lhen the population sees that a 

militant member of a party has an important office, the people may think that tl1e 

position of that particular party has been officially consecrated or supported . 
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(Vir . Eargues, France) 
• 

If a careful inqu:!.rywer~ maq.e,, I am sure that it would be found, especially 

in Southern Togoland, tha~ instances have occurred where police chiefs have 
' . . . . . 

every opportunity· to belong to the P . T .P . and C. U. T . and. also to the JUVEI'iTO, 

which are minority particG now; the latter two are minority :parties but they . . . . ., . 

used to control the majority of'. the Terri.tor.ial Assembly. The police 

con:.~issioner in ·this case is a member of the P.T. P. Since he was a member . -
of the P . T .P.,, an opposition party, should he have been fired· ·rrom his post 

as police chief? . No more than.now. Either. t he man ·does have his political 

freedom like anybody els~ , or else public officials become sec~nd-class 

citizens and thus are precluclcd from engaging in. political activity, which is 

the privilege of all citizens_, irrespective of their. pursuits or occui;ations, 

whether th8y are public officials or not. 

'J•he special represen,tative _might perhaps .add some information on this 

precise incid~nt. 

• Mr,. '!'Ol1ROT (special representative) (interpretation from French) : 

Iri ·order to give a corr~~t noti~~ -~:f··_~he importance ·of the •act attributed to 

this chief of police; I should like ~o makeitq~te clear . that what ·was 

involved was the presentation of a peti tion .to the Mission. :· People wish 
. . ' • . . 

to assert themselves ; they wish to present petitions; and the police chief 

may .have wished ' to present a petition like anyone else .w~o ~ishes t o present 

a petition; it se8wed to be a very popular pursuit , and ·be did so too • 

Mr. J\SF.A (Syria) : 
.. 

I 'wish to thank the representative of France 

and the special representative for their .kindness in giving me ·such a 
,' , · 

full explanation . They have answered my question with all· ·possible courtesy, 

and ·I hope r ·asked my questi;n with all possible co~tesy too . 

Mr . Tourot withdrew. 
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• ' · . • • • • \ . ~ • • · • • • •• • ; ; -:. • • • ., J • .. • ~ ' .. --: . • . : • :. • • • • ••• .-', • • : • • •• 

ExAi,1m\Trbi/ of ·.l-~TITIONS; .. '1:/8rH;•:j,in .J.42IID REFO!\T~ OF THE. S1~f~ND-nia CQt:~iIT~EB. OH 
.-.•., ? -~ .::. · .. ·• ·.: ... ·:·• .-:.· .... . ,:_. .··. ·. -~. ,,. . :.' . : . ... ~ ::• ~·- . : •.. • •. ·, •. :·t. . • . ; ••• .,< 

.FETIT~W.fr3 .Jr/i.. 619., .. 6~.~ and_ ~3_2)_ f[.gen?a .. i~em 1!.l (conti~ued) • · ... ·' , ·, 

• ;·.:-.,.. The F:.1?.f:°:'.:DLNT~ Y2sterC::ay the representati_ve . of Austr.ali a pres~nted a. ... 
• ... • • : · 8 .. ' ... . ,. • • • • • •• • •• • , •• • • • ,,· • •• ./ 

number of ar,1endme~ts to resolutions .contained in the 138th report of. the 
o-:-•• ' • • • • • • ' ' ,. • • : '• ' • I • ,' 

Stanc1ing Co1rnnittee on Petitions . He was then asked to put :th~~e .ai)len?,IDents. 

into wri~,~~~-- • •• Th~~: ~a~ b~~~ d~n~; a pd th~~~ am-~n~ents ar.e contained . in 
•, .. "· .• ~· .• . :.. ··: =:' ·: • • • .. • . · · ·,: :·: • .. ": ·~ • . . .' • •• • • .._· : . . • • 

document T/L. 632 which is before .. the. Council. 

'.;e w11:( ;;~· c;~s~der . ~h~ . {js~~:-~·ep~rt of the Standi-~~ Cclulnittee on. 

Peti tiont ~~-~~tR~_:::~:.:t' i'~ ao'c~.m~~t •• T /L .~19 , • ;nd • t:1~ ·: ~f~r~~;i·/ Au~~~a:l {an -~ncnd~,1ents ~ ' 
. • .. ·:· . .. .. ·.' • .• ·; ·:. : : .. . .. ·.:::. • .. ' ... :·,1: : ,I • • •• • , ; : • • • • • • • , ... •. ,f:• •• • .... ' · • \ · · .. :.I •~ ,: .. . • • • • • • • • ••• ·. ·~ • 

In its annex the report contains four draft resolutions. ;·i e shall first turn to 
·: ' . ~ ., .. ..•. : . . . . ·--: . . . .. ' : 

draft res9lution I . on page 1 of the annex. There are two amenuroents _to. this 
:-: :.-·: : . . ; · :-·:·:...... . ..... ·-·· . . , ": :-:. ; •• .. : ··: .. , , . : ;• .... \ ... ,:. .'· ,:.. ..... • 

draft resolution p~esented by the Australian delegation. 

, _l•lr . BiiRGUES (France) ( in-~erpretation from 'French):.. .Th~ French delegat i on 

is happ~. t; ~{1p:i:;o~t •• the. ;\.u~t~nli.~n; 'nr~~·~·d;;~t·~·' };ht~h.i e:;::~c~t •• dr aft resoJ·· :cions I 
. . ·:.: . ·, .• . ·~ ', \::, •.•.· · . : .·:· .. : ·.; · , ... :. ··:- :.: :· ,: :'; . : .... · .... "': . . ·: :. :~~-:: ·- ~ • • •••• ~ . 

. and IV, especially draft resolut;i.on I .. .There i s n~ need fpr ~e . to r,E:peat. the . . . .. 
• . :. ' . ... : ·,; •• -~·· . . . ••. ~- - . ,; .:,-~ • . ::, ::'• }. -. : · · . ! , ' -: :·:.• . • • _ i __ : .. ~ : ',, · . ·.·:~· • •• • •.;. ·.:. : •• !.: 

arguments a_lrea_?Y .J?,ad!:! ve~;y; -~~ly_ ?Y t~e -~~l)r~,s~n~at~~e ... pf _.£\1:1.s1t .~13.:li_~,vh9 spoke_._. ·: ;-
• , .. · • 

0
1 • l • , , .. . • • . , . \ • ,. • •• ,.. 1 , .. , : • , . . . . ,., • • , ~,I , • .,. .~ .-, • , , , • , , • 

with comp;J.~_te .c;I.µri ~Y • .. T._1:11s. !~P<trt._ wa~-, .~~-:fte9- on. ?l _f';llY 1~5,5., ~nd. __ the .rn~e~tngs 

of the. 9~~pdin~ Coimn,i:t,~~~ sm··'iet-i t :i.?.~~ ·t~ok iii~c\:!_·; !1·· 19>. 20, .. ·a~a_ .• ? l .Juiy ~~55, '. • .. :. 
' ! • •• • ... • • •• • • .• • ' • . • . • . • • .. • . • . ;. • • • •• _, . . ! •. • •. ' , • • • :. • • • •• • · .: • .. • • • •• • • .. • • • ..... . 

much t oo early to al;I,ow the adm;i.pistrative measures iriv_olved to be brought. to the. - • . .: : . • • • . ; : .. 1: ~. . . -~- • . • ••• •. . ! ~ ; .... .. • : .. . ~' . •. . ~ • ~. • .. , .• : • . . : :, . .. . . . • ... : ' •, 

attention of the lhited 1:~:r~io::is. 

The Jmstra],ian arnend..'nents are rn~1·e2.y designed to harmonize the. text of the 

draft re~~~~ti;n~ .. witi{ ~h~ ·p_;~~~~~-./~/t ~:1 . s~at~: pf ·?-~f:~i,r ~,'_:-~- cle~is_i-~n. ~ctuallY ... 
,. • : • ✓ • ... r· . ,.., • ·. .• . .. • .. • :. '\ • . • • •: .: • ' , . . , • • •.• . ; . . • • • •. • ,. • , ': • 

adopted by . t~e A,i!1;in_i _~~cring 1,: uthori_ty . . T~e. j:;e_~t .. c;,.f ;~h_e , :t:? so:.i..uti<;ms subseq 1;,lently 
.... . • . •• • • ._ • • ' . • . . j. . · . . ••.• .. .. . ... .' , ' ... . , . • • ·.: •· • . • .. ... '· ••• •. ; • :_ • ·.. : • • • ·• ,J . ; ' 

adopted by the Standi,ng C_om;ni_t _t~e _on .. PeJ itiops t.9pk acco.1:1.nt_. oJ the ,alter.E=d ~tii:~e. 
t •• • ' , • • - • ~ • • • • , ,. • • .' •"•• - • • , • ' • • o \, • 0 0 .' .; • • .. • • • • • 1

1
1 ; • •• • •• ' • ' 

of' affairs in the Trust Territories, the altered state o:f .affairs rP.f.er:::-ing tp 
. ·. '•. 

the new administrative weasures, which as I _have just· i na.fca:tecl, uere adopted . 

'.['he H ~~SIDEl\iT: :ie shall now vote on the first, i (a), or the Australian 

amendments . 

Amendment l (a) was adopted by 8 votes to 5, with 1 abstention . 
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Amendment 1 (b) wus adopted by 7 votes to 6. with 1 abstention. 

Draft ·resolution ·r · as amended was · adopted by ,7 votes~ to 4,. '1-[ith .3 . 

abstentions~- • 

'Mr. BEND1_3~fg8V_ \ Union- •of Soviet Socialist Republics) ( int~rpre·tation: ·: 

from Russ1,,i;\r)..J.;_ . I . ~!10.w~ :-i jk_~, -to.:_add to _-pra:ft .r~s·aiution .II · the· .fo1Idwfng.text '. 

as a new paragraph : 
114. Expresses the hope that the Administering Authority will take the 

necessary :::ieasu:r.es to satisfy the petitioners 1. legitirnate rights to the 

l and. 11 

Mr ~£.:!:~GUES_ (France) ( lnterpretation from French) : I do not see what 

useful purpose would be served by the ru.--iendr:ie!.'lt presented by the representative 

of the Soviet tniono The AdminL.:.:;ering Autllot'ity • always takes the measures which 

are designed to satisfy all the legitimate rights that may exist . I shall· 

therefore vote against the Soviet amendment . 

Tbe Sovi ,.•i· arcen0ruent was rejected by 7 votes to l, with 6 abstentions . 

Mr!.~~IP~ (India).: I should like to explain why I abstained in the 

vote on the Soviet amendment . It was simply because the effect of that amendment 

i s more er le~s the same as that of paragraph 3 of draf't resolution II . 

Draft resolution II_wes adopted by 13 vot.es to none , with l abstention. 

Draft resolution III was adopted by 13 votes to none, with 1 abstention. 

The PRESIDENT: The Council will now vote on the three Australian 

amendments to draft resolution IV as co:1.taincd in document T/L.632. 
Areendment 2 (a) was adopted by 8 votes to 4 ! -with 2 abstentions . 

Amendruent 2 (b) was adopted by 0 votes to 4, with 2 abstentions . 

Amendment 2 (c) wns adopted by 7 votes to 5, with 2 abstentions . 

D=eft resolution IV as amended was adopted by 7 votes to 3, with 4 
abstentions . 
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The PRESIDENT : Th~ Council will now vote on the recommendation of .. · : 

the Standing Committee that the Council decide that no special information is 

required concerning the action taken on resolutions I, III and IV, as contained 

in the report , document T/L. 6l9 , page 2 , paragraph} . 

The recommendation was adopted by 7 votes to none, with 7 abstentions . 
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(_· .'·; :. . 
• • .. • : .,;·· ..... : .. . . : • ., · - .. . . ... • > · • • . ~ •' 

The PRESIDENT : ' \-le now ·come to the next and last report,_ namely, 

the 142nd rE.port of the. Standing Cor;imittee _on_Peti_t _io~1sJ _d~cum.ant T/Lt6'2.6 . . . . . ' . '.. . . . . . . . . . .. . ··. .. . . ' . : • . . . . .. . ~ . . 
Dr<i.ft resolution I was_ ~/c~';ed ty 7 vo:tes to none, with 7 abst.'.;r.:-~,. 

Draft re-solu'vion -II A wo.s ado-p:!;ed by 7 votes to .. 4.1 w.ith 3 _abstent~_ons . 

Draft r e solut5.o:1 II B was __ o.doptcd by }votes t.o 1 , . witn- 6.abstentio;.1s ._._. 

P!°'l.ft :r~-:;ol·..l.v_:; ');t:1 .III. we.s. r_>foptea,_ b~r. 7 -v 0··~""s ~:o:· 3:; . 'l.-~-~·-h ~ 1-;.:'1stentions . • 

-;,-,-~aft- :;~ _sol1x-~J1"ln -:i;_1o.:_:::,\s- aco·µted by ·7 votes :tc ·r.one, .. uit~ 7 abstentions-, .~·· .. _-_ 

~a:ft 1·ea0Iut2-~>li -'-'V ·\•m.s ' e.il.0E-f;ed by ·,r votjs ·to ·non~ z with .7 abstentions;. ;~ .. : .. 

Draft -.resolut'.:Jn VI \r:>.s':a.dopted by- 7 votc.s -·t.o :4 , ·wHh '3 abstentions.-· :! • ·.• .. 

: :.1v£.t< .. l\ErI:1:JYSftEV . (Urtion· of Soviet Socialist·-R~pub'lics) (':i.nter;pretatio'n -.. : 

from RJssfr.,,)~ - 1 '\.rot t:::'. aga:tr,s'~- the last dr~ft .. J~·solut.:ion be6ause it doe·s .. . • 

not sat_isf~r t.'i:ie -;~'c,iti6n8~s 1 :~o:npl;int~ , -~s-pediali'Y-w'it'i:t;~gard to the ' 

. displaceir.cu-: of the '{ndigr,inou:. -i~hab~tant::: fro~ ;t1~Cir 'ia;ds. ' ' 
}.;raft~ ;~·s~lut.:i.,:J,.l ·, VII ·wa:~/r do~t-~d- o/ 7 .·,.,;tes t -~-.no~'~:, ~i th '·7 abste-~t'ioris . 
~-. . -,-:: ·-!':: _, ·\ t .J .. ~ ·z:···· .. . • .. , ·:-: ·-.. -.. -, -·---' "' !, · . . : . 1 ••• . : · •• • • . : : •• ~: : -~ ,. .:• ' : • 

D:;:-af't res0luti-:m VIII was aclopte:d by ? votes _to 4, with :,; abst entions . 
--.- --• • : :-- , ~ ·~: - · •• •• ,: ._ . .. • · , ~-~ . , . - . • ~ > •, •• . .. , . : .. - • ,. • ...... · ,. • ~ · · .~~ · · -

}~af_t: ~-.::._.:~ol~~-~--on D{ waz aa9,12ted by 7 vo.~:s to 5, w~t-~ 2 abstentions . 

Draft 1·0:: ,olui;j_0n X W3S ac.op'0ed by 7 votes to 4. with 3 abstentions . 

Tl-',e recorr:rr.endat~_on contair.eJ. in paragraph 3 , on page 2 of document 

T/L .• £~ -w;, s ndop-:;20., by -.7 vatc:s ,to -,none , ~! th .. 7 abstentions , 

~~":JRESIDI::NT: • ,I.no,·1 :.ca:ll _pn the -Undex: -Secret,ary, Mr . Cohez:i. . ... . 

. . 

1,ir . COHEN (Under-Secretary, Department of Trusteeship): The Council 

ado:pted yesterday, and has just adopted today, a considerab::'..e number of 

resolutions on petitions concerning the Cam~roons under French administration, 

Of these, many emanate from the UPC or its branches or from affil iated 

organi~ation::;, all of which o:;:-ga.n.;,.zE.:t,:::..ons have , since the date of these 

petitions, ceased to be legally reco~Dized in the Territo~y. Although 

the resolutions are not expressly addressed to these organizations, I 

wish to point out t hat rule 93 of the Council's rules of procedure prov ides· 

as follows: 
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/ 

(Mr . Cohen, Under' -Secret ary) 

i1The Secretary-General shall inform ... the :petitioners concerned 

of the actions taken ·by the Trusteeship council on each petition, and 
shall transmit to them the official records of the public meetings at 
wbich the petit i ons were examined. II 

The 'secretariat wishes .to state, without e.ntering into. 'any question of 
princip.le which may be inv9lve.d, . tha:t it is not pos5.iblc for it to communicate 

with ·the peti"tioners at . th~ _addr_e_sses given in their petitions and that .i n 

most cases no other addresses for. the persons signing them are known. In 

explanation, I wish to state that a large nur.1ber of communications addressed 

by .the· .. S~cr e;tariat to the .UPC .and its branches and t o related organizations 
have been returnee. to the Secre~ar1at during the latter half of 1955 with 

such indications as "dissolved organization" and "departed without leaving . . . .. • . .. ., 

address11
• Those communications were intended to inform these organizations . . . . 

of the action taken on previous petitions or to acknowledge the ~~c~ i pt of . . . 

further peti tions or, corrimunications sent by them. The .Secr ~.t ari nt would 

welc~me an indica.tiqn· fi:om ··the . Council as to t _he manner in which rule 93 

should ·be applied in ·the ca:se ·of the resolutions i:-ecently ·a.dopted by the 

Council . 

'I • 

Mr . ASHA (Syria) : I should like to ask. the representative of France 

whether these communications could not be handed to them since , if I understood 

correctly, they·were serit before the organizations were·dissolved. -- at least 
some of them, according to my under standing. 



BC/ jm T/PV .662. , 
86 ... • .. ·, 

·.,,. Mr. ; BJ\RGUES . .(F-re.nce} ·,(-intcr)?n:tat iol;l :from Fre.nch:}: . :· sur~:?,Y ,. w,e:.are not 

going to study the substance. of this question ,to_day. ,·: :r .should ·like, howev.er 7 : to _:·_. 

say -this:.· .. -- , 

; ]t :.is·:Frarice 1 s . desire ·to .. fa.cili tate tl:ie Secr etariat I s task in : every possible 

way. Had :the- solutton·.propcsed by the Syriarr . representative 'been .likely to .: .. ,,:: 

atbinthe.t ob.jective., I shnuld c?.rtai n·ly have ·endors·ed: it~:' , 1ri .:so ' far; • ' .. • 1 ... .. 

however·, :.as• .secret B.r.~at cor~L<unica:tions. are addressea.~·to 'parties 'Khose :existence 

France '.does .. :rtot -.legally recognize? :the French .. ·.d~lc:ga-:tioh .cannot .~e held· . . '. ·.:. :·.; ··", 

responsible fo'1· handir.g the corrmu1'licat16ns ·over. to the :addressee's, ··, 

I should like· t.) . propo;.:a a · solui:i6n -which ·may, be:~appl:'.cable in -Som~ of. ·, · 

the, case'-"./ ·if :::-,o:t ih r: .. ll. : I::' the i::etitions ·bear·.:a n.a:ne and; ·address, and·-if' the. , 

na1te is nc,t n;.e:ely· .thv.t ·of o.n ·association vhich'•ha·s been· 'di.ss'Olved, • I -·would sa.y , 

that, instead of o.d.dressi pg .. the ·.comnunico.t1.on' ,to: •ai>1 a ·ss.oc'ia tion -·-. or··to ·a · .. 

person .in· the "e;epacH,y.·.of •.an :off;;_, •:S.:.nolde:r: . in: the.:a:s·sociat.ion' '.- ;.;• the· Secretaria:.t 

might , adclre·s~:F the:, corrinu>1i.ca..t-:i"on: ;d~/9ct'ly: to: :a,':: ::perso'n ·.a:tl :that : person' S ' domicile.- · .. 

In that case, t t e con:rr:unication would go through the mails in the nomal vay. 

Of ·cotit'§le :,, .:.a n • adC:'re.ssee may · have .~depa::r.ted: \-1i thout : ,Iea:(J·J{ns:_ .a.~ f P:,ty~ar_;ii_n'g 

address·. -::,~!or· t he:.,post·· off·ice· may stamp i3. Tetter· 1'Di'sso1£•.;re·d ·Orgah1za:tion1• 1 _._:-:,' • •• 

although. :r- ·,·do ·.not :know tthe.t hei- i.t·-~is r<:rea:J.li ' up·, to•;.tfie' ·post/ offi·ce'·:t 'o~bfake· that ,,: ' 

jud~ent;· :,;:;::J.t: . has.' ha'.?•:i:)ened!i 'if• tt'l.a.t.' t-ne·-post 0ff:ice -' has hot been a.hie :·to· fiJ'id ';: 

the addressee•. . If· ·the1Se'cretariat : cdrt:rduni•catioi1 • is aadresse'cFtc ; a,·>perscn. wh6 was·- ·. 

a n:e:nber of o ne of the groups in question, and not dirE;ctly to the gr6up, · tile 

postal services in the Ca?Ceroons will see to it tha.t the con:munication reaches the 

addressee.:, · Son:.e of the'.•addressees' :, '· or·: 'p·r~s\m.ea. address·ee's ; ; may ' hav:e:::left'~the 

French Cazr:-eroons e:rid ' their :pre·sent ·· adffre ·sses·-:irlaY ·be '\mkno-wiU .. ·:some · are-~n6w·'be:i1ig .. 

detained/ ;:' ·I ri -the latter case,: · the :-c~rununieat iori$' w'111 · stifeiy :be handed over ' 'td .... 

the addres$'ees.·.,: Of cotirse ,' ·i:t ·the<acldref.seei's !lla.'ve ·:1r.Jt.''wit'ho'i.1t "g:l vi'ng foniardfri'g • 

addresses , it wiJ.l be very difficult for the postal services · 'tb t 'rs.n'sblit the 

comunications addressed to them. 

The French Admin:k-tration i s not, of course, in a p~~ ition to summon members 

of a dissolved organization. In fact, if t hose members were so surru:r.oned, they 

"10\lld hardly answer the surr.rnons with great e nthus iasm. 
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Mr. J .1\IPAL (Indi~~: Befo~e I comment on _the statement made by the 
. . . 

Under_ Secre~ary, I shoul~ li,ke to explain ,why ~ --:oted _aga;nst many of t he 

resolutions in which the Trust.eesl11p Council merely took note of t he observations 

of t~e ~dtlinistering Authority, In_?ur o~in~on, taking note .o~ the observations 

of the Administering Authority is a somewhat. . curious method of dealing with 
, . . . .. . . . 

petitions, a re~t~od with wh,ich we do no~ ag~ee~ 

As _rega~ds the sta1=,emei:'lt ma~e by_ the . Under Se.cretary, ~e cannot agree just 

now under any circumstances to a _suspension of· rule 93 of the rules of procedure. 
' . . 

We ··do, hovever , see that the Secretariat is faced with a very practical 

difficulty. We feel that, if the present a ddresses of t he petitioners are not 
. ' . ;. . ' _. . / , • • • ' • 

knovm, the doc~ents might be kept in the Secretariat's files until the petitionerE 

write ·to: the Secretariat a·gain to inquire about their _petitions,; it is quite 
' • • t 

likely that the petitioners will write after some tiree has passed. 
•, , • • •, • • • • I 

The suggestioa,.rr:ade by the representative of France to send the document s . . . ·. . . : . . . • . 
to the persons vho may _have signed _the petitions finds ffvour with my delegation . 

• Mr. G'.{UBY/1.KOV (Union'· of Soviet Socialist Rep.ubii~~) • (interpretation 

from Russian) _: ·Before ·pr~nouncing my~elf ~n' the ·substanc~ of , the issue raised 
• • I • o • • • • • • 

by the Under Secretary 
I 

I should iike to ·know how many letters have been returned 

With the indication t hat the addre~s~es · couid ~ot be f~und~ Could a breakdown 

also be supplied as betveen letters sent to organi·zat~ons and' letters sent to 

private persons1 

• Mr. COHEN (Under se·cretary' Department of Trusteeship): i understand 

that the' posta1 ·authorit1es of the French Cameroons have returned to us between 
.. . 

sixty and eighty · cornmunications: I ·am sorry that I cannot at this moment _give 

the breakdown between communications addressed 'to individuals and communications 

addressed to organizations • • 
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.u~ .. GTIUQ!iu~qy ( un:~<?:1-'. or'..Sov~?t .;~oci~?-is.~ _H~p,uf .. l~~s )( int erpretat_i~~1 :from 

Russian)_: , , I _un~e~stancl fro17: :? u 1:: b1;_ie:Z_ discussi~~ ?f' ;th_i _s _quest.ion· that the :· . 

Secretariat will ,perform the .f'u:nc·~io.:1s . and duti~s . vestec'!, Jn it_ .:under tne r _ul~s .of 
' • • 0 , ' H .. .' > •• •' 0 • ' 0 0 ' • • , • , • • < • < ' • 0 / ' < 

procedure . .. , µ es ol ut;i.ons a dopted !)n, these_ pet;i.tions uil;J.. . pe __ forwarded tp th_e . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . ·, 

addresse,s ment;i.oned in the petitiops . In a number. of ca~~s an organization is 
.:.. .. . . . . . . .: . '. . . . . . : . . . 

indicated it:i the l)eti'~i on , , but _. a _person is als_o freqi;en~ l y mentioned, ~Sl..\ally a 
• • • •• • • • .- • • . . • .. • • • . r • • • . . • 

person in the Tc:.:rito:ry . If such .a per.son is .in pris?n, as the representative of . . . . . . ; 

Fl·ance has pointed out might be t he case, the Administering Authority would surely 

find ways . and. me.'ln:3 of' forua·::-o;~e; such . a _re_solu~;in~ to -that. person . The Secretary­

General;, . f'or his- pa rt> sho~l? _ perfo:rm ~lis :func~ions in t~e ordinary ~,ay . 

The members, of .t~1c Coun~:a wh;:), have _spo!~en, including the representative of 
• • • •• • , • . • • • . . • , • • • • • • : ~ •. r: 

France, sc13m t _o f'~el t:;at the .letters sho~ld :b_e ~~nt in .. the ordinary t_i!anner . Nay. 

I add :th~~ if .th~. situation is ~uc:1. that __ letter.s are r~t u~·ned, µrn;l if :that_. 
, , . 

situation 'becom~:-. crit'i.cal in the :,cnse that very many letters are retu1·neq on t he 

grounds that t h e adclres ::;ee cannot be found , then perhaps the Secretariat will have 

to draw up .a _list of the resolutions whic_h _ll.8,:ye ,:1:e>J_ r~Q.Ghe:d th~ ~etitioner~ • -- of 

petitions on '\'Tl: .. '..t:h ·!;he Council adopted resol~tions which could not •• be . delivered to 
• 

the petitioner . t .t t~1at time the problem certo.inlywould have to be discussed in 

greater cl~t a il here . i .t:, the rr.oment , of course, there is no such problem. as such, 

as :;: !lave. so.id . . . . . . . • ·' • .. • . . . .. ' ... . .. . . .. . . . 

~Ir. n:~~c:i.ms (France) ( interpretation from French) : I fully acree with 

the representative of the Soviet Union . I might even go further and add 

specifically t hat when a petition has been submitted by an organization but 

contains some clue to ·t.he identity of an individual among the members of that 

organization, with his address perhaps, then the resol ution of the Council on that 

petition might be sent not directly to the orga nization i n question, which might 

have been dissolved, bt;.t, to the individual men"tioned in the document in some 

capacity. 

Mr . J .AIPJ;,L (In<J.iu) : I should merely like . to explain that we accepted 

the position of the representative of France on the .understanding that no action 

would be . taken against persons for receiving thes~ docu~ents from the Secretariat. 

I wonder if the representati ve of France could confirm this? 
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Mi- . BARGUES (France)(interpret ation f'rom ·French) : r · can give the 

representative of India a ·rormal assurance on that score . As I indicated at ·the 

beginning . ·of my first statenient , we are •merely discussing he.re a procedural 

problem confronting the Secreta-rin.t , • and we should: contribute to the solution of 

that pro0l em. I am in no uay touching upon ·the substance of -the problem, All I 

. am doing is trying to help the Secretariat delivei~ to the proper addressees 

correspondence whose nature we are not discussing at all at the present stage . 

·Mr ·. I...SI!A (S~rria) : • I merel ·y wish to thank the representative of France 

for his co- ope:::"ation with t}1e Council -on this important matter . nay I add that 

perhaps depa::.-b1ents othe1; than the Post Office ~1ould assist in locating some of 

the addressees, and that no effort should be spared by the Authorities in the 

Territory to see that these · corill!".unications reach the hands of those to whom they · 

are addressed. 

• The PIIBSIDE[T :· The Council will meet · acain at 2 p . m .- on I-1Ionday . 

The meeting rose at 5 . 40 p.m. 




