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WELCOME TO MR. CLALYZ-BOUUAEKRT

The PIESDANT:  On behalf of the Council, I wish to welcome
Governor Claeys-EoLuaert who will revresent Belglum on the Trustees hip Counecil .,
He will take the place of Governor Ryckmans, vhose knowledge and wisdom about
African affairs was much respected in this Council. I should like to point cut,
however, that Governor Claeys-Bouvaert has served for many years as Governor of
Ruanda-Urundi, and has spent most of his life in Africa. The Cowmeil will be
interested to know that the Governor has actuzlly served on visising missiocns as a
revresentative of Belgium,

We are glad in every way to welcome you to the Trusteechip Ccuncil.

'Egbwgggzgg (India): We should also like to take this opportunity to
velcome the ex-Governor of Ruanda-Urundi, Mr. Claeys-Beouuzert, end to wish him a
very heppy and successful time in New York,

Yesterday, when the representative of Australia made a statement, I was
inclined To yield to the impulse of the moment and reply to him immediately, but
I did not do so0 because I wanted to read hislgtatement first. I have now read
his statement,

There is only one thing that I should like to corment on at this stage.

The representative of Australia was perfectly free to disagree with our statement,
but he said that I had not been to New Guinea and that I had not bLeen long in this
Council, I do not quite see the relevance of these two points. Members of the
Couneil are not required to visit Trust Territories, nor are they required to be
in the Council for a certain length of time before making statements, L feel,
therefore, that these personal references to me were unwarranted.

The representative of Australia referred to certain observations reported to
have been made by the Indian High Commisgioner in Australia. That reference also
is not relevant. Ve are here as-a member of this Council. We have read the
annual report and the replies pf the distinguished special representative, and have
made our oyn observaticns. Our statement, as I saild yésterday, is based on facts

drawvmn frem the annual report and from the replies of the special reprasent ative,



DR/ns : {T/PV..625

(Mr. Jaipal, India)

. The facts are theve, bach ‘person may . interﬂret them dlffereptly, and one may
disagreg.with tre IrberpreSaticn of the other., To-say thet it is a
misrsprecentiatior or to atoribute unworthy wotives is, I feel, most. unfortunate,
My delegeticn recerves the right to intervene again if it should be necessary.

- I thark the President for having given me this opportunity to clarify our
position, - R S B, LR e & R g

ﬂh; CTﬁﬁV“JBOJUA.BT (Belgium) (_nterpretatlon ‘frem French): I.wish to -
thank you, Mr, Fregident, ard the representative of India for the kind words ‘of -
welcome which you have addressed to mes I also wish to tell all ny-colleagues
that I shall apprcach my taéks with a spirit of loyalvy. .I have confidence in. -
the constructive aims of the Trusteeship Council, which will be achieved through & -

mutual understanding and a frenk study of the problems befcre -us,

EXAMINATION OF COWDITIONS IN SOMALILAND UNDER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION:
(a) . ANNUAL' REPORT OF THE. ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR 195k ”"/l 7+, 1176
1177, 1188 and 1189) /Agenda item hal; " i e 18
(b) PETITIONS CIRCULATED UNDER RULE 65, PARAGRAPH 2, CF THE RULES OF PRCCEDURE
OF THE TRUSTEESKIP COUNCIL (T /COA.J.].{'L 128; T/PT, ll/L 13 to L,17) [ Agenda’
.. item 573 _ : . fi o
(¢) REPORT OF THE UNITED NAT::ous VISITIWIG MISSICN TO TRUST TERRITORIES.IN EAST
AFRICA, 1954 (T/1143 and 1143/Corr.l, English only) /Agenda item 6/;
(d) .REPOKT OF.THE UNITED NATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR THE TRUST TERRITORY OF
SOMALILAID UNDER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATICN COVERING TEE PERIOD FROM'1 APRIL: 195h
TO 31 MARCH.1955 (T/1172) [Agenda item 17/. gor o :
FINAKCING OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMOIT. PLANS OF THE TRUST TERRITORY -OF SOMALILAID
UNDER ITALIAN ADMINISTRATION /GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 855 (IX)/ - (T/1186) .~ ..
[Rgenda item 13/, . e % 5 il

The P%TSIDLJ?; Since items 2 and 3 an our agenda are closely related,
I should like to suggest that they be considered at the same time., As there is no

objeetion, it is so decided.

It was so decided.
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éﬁ_thé irivitation of fhe President, Mr. de Holte Castello (Colcrbia),

Mr. Salszh (Ezypt), members of the Advisory Council for Scmaliland, and Mr, Spinelli,
special representabive for Scmeliland under Italian administraticz, took places
at the Council table,

Italian Government to the Trusteeship Counecil, I have the honour to subuit the annuc
report of the Italian Trusteechip Administration of Somaliland for 1954, It is
coupleted, in compliance with the reccrimendation voted last year, by a document
summarizing the principal events of the first four months of the current year.

The Couucil is also in possession of other documents for a comprehensive
examination of the situation in Somaliland., We have at hand the annual report
of the Advisory Council, which speaks of a year of intense activity and of fruitful
co-oPéfétion with the Administration; we have the report submitted by the
Visiting Mission that went to Somaliland last autumn; we also have a number of
observations by the specialized agencies, ;

Finally, the Italian Government presents an additional document, which, at the
turning point representing the half-way mark between Italy's assuuption of the
Trusteeship Administration and Someliland's final independence, sums up the aims
acvtained so far and furnishes an outline of the programme for the five remaining
years, We believe that this document may be of perticular interest in the coming
discussions, | 1

The Visifing Mission's report contains; as this Council is aware, varicus
observations upon certain aspects of the ITrusteeship Administration's activities,
particularly in the econonmic and financial field. I want to assure you that the
competent Italian authorities have given to the report their most careful
examination,. Onthe other hand,as my predecessor said in the course of the
previous sesslon of the Council, if some of these observations may be'considered
justified (as such, you will have noticed, we take them into account in the- above-
mentioned document), with regard to others we beg leave to entertain, in our

capacity of Administering Power, & different point of view,.
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(Mr. Casardi, Italy)

The position is that, in carrying out its concrete work, the Administering
Authority daily Taces the reality of situations and facts; and these, alas,
do not always coincide -- and, indeed, this may be an uﬁderstatement -- with
the desireble optimum and with the theoretical premises upon which we, too,
would like to base our action. _

We trust, therefore, that our point of view, which leads us to regard
some of the critical obgervaticns as unjustified -- or, at least, not fully
Justified -- will be better understood when the Council gets a clearer picture,
for an objective evaluation, of the achievements of the past five years, cn
the one hand, and, on the other, of the organic programme snd the aims that the
Administration proposes and plans to achieve in‘the coming five years. And we
hope that the document which we now submit will help to mainitain the discussion
on a realistic and concrete level, as 1 believé that this would be desirable
in the interests of the Territéry to which we all dedicate our most vigilant
care.

I shall leave to Mr. Spinelli who, until a month ago, has served as
Secretary-General to the Trusteeéhip Administration, the task of illustrating
the document and of clarifying the position of the Administering Authority.

I feel that no one could be better qualified to do this because of the personal
experience and insight in the various complex problems that Mr. Spinelli has -
acquired in fulfilling the most delicate assignments within the Administration,
during the past five years, which, indeed, may I point out, cover the entire |
stretch of the activity of the Trusteeship ever since it came into being.

Fdr wy part, I only wish to add a few considerations concerning three
aspects of the situation in Somaliland.

First of all, I should like to mention the development of the political
institutions. It is with great pleasure that I avail myself of this
opportunity to make an announcement here which I consider of particular
importance; On 16 June the Trusteeship Administration'adopted various measures
designed further to increase the participation of Somalis in the political and
administrative life of the Territory. The first of these measures was the
aprointment of the Somali official, Mr. Hassan Nur Elmi, as head of the Hiran

region. Representatives on this Council will realize, no doubt, the
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(Mr. Casardi, Ttaly)
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significence of this move; the a@miqistration of one of the six régions
corprising the Territory is ﬁﬁué entrusted completely to Somali officials.
This is a new decis;yewstgp in the direction of the progressive "Somalization"
of political and administfative services, which has been the consistent

policy of the Trustecship Administration.

The second measure concerns the setting up of a Committee, composed of
representatives of the various Sorall political parties, with the purpose of
assisting the Administration, in an advisory capacity, in the exercise of its
executive power. This also is a step the importance of winich it is hardly
necessary to st;ens, as it is inténded to provide Somali elenments with the
necessary experience in the delicate functions of government that they will
be called upon to fulfil. We foresee that, in its opening session, this new
Committee will deal, among other things, with such funcamenial questions as
“thé incidents between tribes, which are the objeect of constant preoccupation
on the part cf the Italian Administration.

Other measures of 16 June include: first, the appointment of five new
Somali district chiefs, in Beletuén, Brava, Itela, Bdla and Margherita,
respectively, thus raising the total of Somali distriet chiefs to twelve out
of thirty; second, the appointment of two new vice-district chiefs, in Obbia
and Itala, respéétively, raising the total to twenty-three out of thirty;
third,the appointment of the Somali official as assistant to the Directdr
of Economic Development, bf anothef Somali official as head of the secretariat
of the Seoretary—Geﬁeral, end of a third as merber of the Administrator's
private secretariat. Thesellast three appointments have the effect cf
increasing considerably the participation of Somali elements in the activitieg
of the most important and delicate offices of the central Administration.

I wish particularly to point out that these measures are even ahead of
the time schedule foreseen by the programme which is before this Council. They
also follow, within a few days, the arrival in Mogadiscio of the new
Administrator,-Ambassador Anzilloﬁti, clearly bearing out =-- should proof be
.r2quired -- his firm intention of giving particular care to the achievement of
the process of "Somalization" with the maximum speed and amplitude ébnsistent

‘with the efficient workings of the Administration.
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(Mr. Casardi, Italy)

I now come to the quéstion of the economic developrent of Somaliland and
the problem of ité'financing. ‘The Itglian Trusteechip Administratibn has
continued to implemen* the plan tha% vak submitted to this Couneil at dits .
fourteenth session. This plan, the Council knows, was drawn up on the lines
suggested by the report ﬁrepared in 1453 by Dr. Malagodi, én expért cf
iﬁtérnétional répute in eéonomic and finencial matters. The documents before
the Council show the firét important steps towards the implementation of the
programmre, | - i T E

Neturally, the Territory's limited economic and financial resourcae are
deéisife factors in conditioning the rossibilities of its development., Tae
Italian Administration is the first to realize that this raises serious

" questions with regerd to the economic and financial situation of the Territory -
vhen, after 1960, it will have acquired full independence.

It vés precisely for this reason that the Itelian Admiristration viewed
nost favourably the decigion reached last vear by the Trusteeship Council and
by the General Assenbly to ask the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development to undertzke the study of the situation in Somaliland.

Actually, we are already in possession of a considerable nuiuber of reports
drafted by internationdllj well known experts and specialists bearing on the
various sectors of economic activity which concern Somali territory., The more
important of these reports, enumerated in the list which we distributed last
veek, are at the disposal of represertatives on the Trus%eeship'cauncil.
Bum‘what the Aﬂministration'wnuld particularly welcome at this point is that

the Bank, with all the authority conferred upon it by its epecific competence

and high technical_qualifications, would give an over-all and general opinion
on the situation'and on the resl possibilities of economic development in the
Territory. | .

' T know that the Courcil has been informed by the Secretariat of the
contacts which have already taken plece with the purpose of cerrying out the
survey in question and, in particular, of the reply given by the Bank., In
view of the corsiderations which I have already stressed, the Italian

Government considers it purposeful to insict that the Bank, ag foreschadoved
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(Mr., Casardi, Italy)

in its reply, should be willing to consider the matter again and, therefore,
to éccept to undertake the mission. On its part, the Italian Governuent will
naturally be very glad to address a direct invitation in this sence to-the
Bank, reguesting also that the final report should be presented concurrently
to this Couacil. _

In this attitude the Administering Authority is inspired by the sincere
concern to have available, with the shortest possible delay, a report which
will énﬁble it to present to this Council defiﬁife propcosals concerning the
establishment of the various problems which independent Scmaliland will bhave
to deal with after 1960. Thus, the United Nations and Italy may undertoke
immeéiaﬁely to seek the mosﬁ adeguate means towards the eventuel solution of
such problems, in the best interests of independent Somaliland and in compliance
with General Assenbly resolution 855 of 14 Deczenber 1954. '

I shall close thece remarks with a brief reference to the question of
the frontier between Somaliland and Ethiopia. Purguant to the resolutions
voted at their most recent sessions by the Trusteeship Council and the
General Assembly, the Italian Governmént has not ceased in its-efforta to
proceed with cirect negotiations with the Ethiopian Government. We are
perfectly aware, in fact, of the importance that the Council and the Asgembly
rightly attribute to the solution of this important problem. Accordirgly, the
question has been raised again, on various occasions, by the Italian
Arbassador in Addis Ababa in his contacts with the competenf Ethiopian
authorities. From a recent message I now undergtand that, following a new _
step by the Ambassador on 20 May, the Ethiopian Foreign Minister informed the
Ambassador that he would receive him today -- 28 June -- in connexicn‘with our
past'proposals for direct negotiations. No further detailed information is
available so far on this matter. Needless to add, the Italian Government,
for its part,sincerely hopes that a final settlement satisfactory to both
parties concerned may be reached, and it will continue to make every effort

in that direction.
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Mr. SPINELLI (Special representetlve for Somaliland under Italian
edministration): Despite my many yeers of experlence in Somalzlend it will not
be easy for me to try to claxlfy some of the most important aspects of the basic
problems of that Ter ribory. I have used ‘the word "clarify" because lately I
have read and listened to nany ideas abouu Sonallland which, to anyone familiar
with the real problems of the ceuntry sound somewhat confused and certainly
unrealistic, I think this is me;rly due to a certaln tendency which I have
noticed lately to "discover" Somaliland or to discover at a certain moment or
from time to time that the prohlems of Someliland are really very ccmplicated
and very difficult to solve. _ .

In my oPinion, this is not at all new. The fact that the problems of
Somaliland were and are verﬁ complicated e d very difficult to solve was very
well known to the United Nations in 1949 and in 1950 when the United Nations
entrusted the administration of 1:,he Territory to my counfry, and requested Italy
to foster the development of free politieal institutions in the couatry and to
promote the social, econcmic and educational advancemeﬁt of its inhebitants.

In my opinion, if we really'wishlto'appraiee in a reaiietic way what has
been done up till now iﬁ;Soﬁaliiend and what thelAdministration_intends to do in
the next five years, ve must first of all heve a cleer idea of whet Somaliland
was like in 1950. I went to Somaliland in‘l9§0;'ahd.i will_noﬁ try to give the
members of the Council a resume of the slﬁuatieh as it waslﬁhen. In thls
country of just over a million inhabitants, 80 per. cent of the people vere llving
on what may be called & subsistence econcmy. They led a nomadlc life. The
remeining 20 per cent of the populatlon llved on the margln of what at that
time was the monetary economy of the country. There were no leglslatlve organs
of any kind and the Somalis did not take any 1mpertant part in the
administrative -organization of the country. _

In the other fielda,“the situation wes no more encouraging, I remember
that in the health and sanitary ineti‘t.utions of the country there were only
twenty physicians, and they were lxmlted to the most 1mportaut centres of
Somaliland, About 2, 800 Chlld;@ﬂ and adults were attending elementary classes,
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(Mr. Spinelli,
Special representative)

mainly in the three most important ecities of the Territory, Mogediscio, Merca
and Kismayou. The only secondary school which was open in 1949 had an enrolment
oi about 25 young Scmalié.; Aetivity in agridultu:e, induvgtry and trade was

very linmited on account of the war and the pcstwar period, and the part played by
" the Somelis in this activity was very limited and quite insignificant.

1 will now try to show what we have done in the last five years and what
ve intend to do in the next five yeors. I cannot say that we have registered
remarkable or notable progress in all Tields, but I can assure the rermbers of the
Trusteeship Council that the inadequate results achieved in many instances
should not te &ascribed to a lack of good wiil on our part.

In the political field, and to a lesser extent in the educational field,
ve feel that substantial progress has been made in the last five years. By
reang of the Territorizl Council and the other couneils that we have ereated in
the Territory since 1950, we have succeeded in preparing a sufficient number of
Somalis for the-législative activities of the Assembly, which will be elected
within the next two months by universal suffrage. Up to the present, the
Territorial Counecil haé been a consultative and advisory body, but I have to add
that in the last few years, although an advisory body, the Council has in fact
represented what can be called a real legislative body to the point that the
electoral ordinance, which was enacted a few months ago for the new elections,
was entirely proposed by this body and was accepted and approved by the
Administrator. )

As the members of the Council heard a few minutes ago from the
representative of Italy, within the last few weeks we have been able to appoint
a committee of representatives of different parties to assist the Administrator
in his functions as chief executive officer of the country. _

In order to prepare personnel qualified for administrative funetions in the
Territory, in 1950 the Administration founded a political and administrative
school. During the last five years this school has been attended by more than
150 students, and the first graduates from that school have already been entrusted
with the most important posts in the centrsl and loesl governments. And as the
members of the Council also heard a few minutes ago, about ten days ago one of

these graduates was appointed es head of one of the six regions of the country.
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Turning frcm the polltxcal to the educatzonal field I must state that wve
have encomtered sone- dlfficult:.es in our work of develo;m.ng the. educational
organ:.zation of the country, The me.in difficulty enccuntered was that of the -
limited num’cer of Somali people who entered the vocation of teaching. « Until a
few months 8go, - unfortunately we have not been able to '£ind sufficient Someli
teachers to open all the schools ve imended to open, Luckily, however, in
March last mhen the new tegcher'tra_ning couxse. started, we found there were
more than 130 applicrticns for tl_;a.t new course, compar_ed with an average of 30
or 35 %uriegdthe p{st four ysars. - Thie for us was extremely encouraging hews,
because'welfecl thet frcw'noﬁ*onwerds we shall be able to increase the pace of
derzlopment in the educational system af the ceuntry, in which there are now
23,000 pupi"s in the elementary schools and about S00 in secondary and
ProfesSLOnal eelaele. We hope that it will be easy for us to go. even beycnd
the objective ve had set for 1960, that is, to have 50,000 pupils.in the
elementary echon s and @bout 2,000 students in the secondary and professioaal'i'”
schools._ When + arrived in Somalilend in 3.950 there was one Somali student

ebtendlng a seconlary school abroad.
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Now, thanks also to the generosity of the Egyptian Government and the
Egyptian people, there are frecm 300 to 40O young Somalis who are studying
abroad, They are following courses in secondary or professional schools in
Italy, in Egypt anﬁ many other Arab countries and in the United States of
America, and some of them are already entering colleges or universities. _

If we have encountered a few difficulties in our development plans for
education, I am bound to say that the handicaps with which we have had to deal
in the social and economic fields were much bigger. In the economic and
social fields, the most important factor, much more important than money,
is time, #nd we have realized that in our work in Scmaliland the same rule applies
to that country. I am not going to say that we have made no real progress
in the econcmic and social fields during the last five years. On the contrary,
if you read the docﬁments we have presented to the Council, you will see among
other things that the consumption level of the Somali population has
substantially increased. You will also see that the internal revenue. has
increased to over 37 million Scmalos frcm a little more than 20 million Somalos,
and that the total figures for external trade, which amounted in 1949 to about
50 million Scmalos, has now reached the average figure in the last few years of
130 million Scmalos. You will see that Somali-managed firms, which practically
d24 not exist in 1950, are now taking contracts for public works in ever
increasing nunbers,

You will see that the Scmali farmers, through the co-operatives which we
have been able to organize and with the help of the new banking institution
created and financed by the Administration, are quite rapidly learning new
methods and techniques for cultivating the land. You will see that we have
started a large-scale programme for transforming the main tracks of the country

' roads. In the last six months we were able

into what are called "all-weather'
to stabilize, if that is the right word, about 100 miles of the 500 miles of

roads we intend to stabilize by 1960, so that the main communication lines from
Mogadiscio to Chisimaio and from Mogadiscio to Belet Uen will, by 1960, be roads

which can be used all year round.
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You will see’ in our- docuniénts- that- hospitals and disﬁensaries have
increased in number. and that the old ones have. been renovated,_while.against .
tﬁenty.physicians who were in the country in 1950 we have now reached a total
of over seventy. - You will see that a new social insurance system has been:
established and that,. -since the beginning of 1954, the Administration has begun
a. 1arge progrerme of .well drilling, which is being carried out by special teams-
organized ‘in. the last two yearsa. . .. @ : o

" While on the sthject of this programme of well. drilllng, £ saould like to
say == end I hop: the menmbers of the Visiting Mission will take this in the -
right spirit ~- that I have been unable to understand the concern of the ...
Visiting Mission about this matter. Before starting on this programme, the
Italian Administratlon asked a number of United States and Italian- ground water
experts to comz to the country and make surveys of the ground water possibilities.
After the surreys had been made, we had, meny teams of Italian specialists
tr2velling thrcugh the various. regions of the country to select the localities
most suitable tor the new wells, and naturally in choosing the localities the . ..
teams, which as I have Just said were composed of Italian specialists who had
known the country for meny years, took intc consideration the ratio between the ..
waéér’suppiy and the pastures, and they also took into considersation the
livéstock population of the area. It was not the Administration's idea, at .,
least for the moment, to increase the livestock population of the country. by
means of this large-scale programme, of well drilling. What we. really intended
to do wes to exploit meny of the innumerable- pastures which existed in
Somaliland and which it had not been possible to exploit hitherto. because. of
the- lack of water supply. At the same time, we intended that the programme
would assure all the tribes of Somaliland sufficient water supplies during all
seasons of the year. In addition, the drilling of the wells will naturally
induce many of the tribes gradually to chenge their way of life from a really
nomadic life to what might be called a semi-ncmadic life.
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I cannot understand the preoccupation of the Visiting Mission with the
idea of controlling eaccess to the wells, since everybody wh6 knows the country
and has a feir knowledge of the habits of the Somali people knows very well that
in Somaliland each pasture zone belongs to a certain group of tribes, and 1
naturally once in a while it happens that one group of tribes will try to enter
the zone of another group, but the control of access to the wells existed before‘
the new wells were bored. In the great majority of cases the tribes would
always use the water which existed in their .own pasture zone and it was oniy in
a -very small percentage of cases that there was any difficulty. There is
therefore no need to worry about the control of access to the water.

On the gquestion of the new wells, all the possible inconveniences that could
arise are mentioned in that part of the Visiting Mission's report which is devoted
‘to the rroblen of the wells. It is stated, for instance, that the pumping
facilities miglt break down. Naturally, that happened quite often at the
beginning, but we shall not stop boring new wells Jjust because the pumping
machinery is liable to breek down. To do so would be as if, Tifty years ago,
we had refused to use electric power because the machinery was liable to break
down. We have to take risks, and it may be that for the next two or three
years the arrangements in connexion with the wells will not be the most perfeét”
but we are improving our organiza ation day by day and this programme, of providing
new wells is something which the population has greatly appreciated. We have
proof of that every day from the different tribes which are using the water.

This is not the only point on which we caﬁnot share the view of the Visiting
Mission, but I shall limit myself to one more point, which is concerned with thé
development plan we presented to the Trusteeship Council last year. According
tc the Visiting Mission, this is more a cétalogue of public works than a
comprehensive econcnmic development plan. Apart frcm the fact that half of that
plan is dedicated to the development of the agricultural and zootechnical
resources of the Territory, do not the members of the Visiting Mission feel that
in a country like Somaliland the creation of what might be called "social
capital” -~ meaning roads, harbour facilities and so on -- is an essential

prerequisite of the real economic development of the country?
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I have tried up to now. o give you a genelai idea of what the
Italian ﬂdminlutration has been able to do in the last five years and what
it intends-to do in the next five years. -, ,

In the. political field, the encouraging results we have had up to now . i =
make  us fecl certain .that by 1960 the country, by means pf,£r¢e end democratic
institutions, will have reached a stsble orgenization which will allow Somaliland
to continue its political life. ; :

In:the econoisic end social: field the results of the large-scale investment
plea, the ever-increasing porticipetion of the population, the contribution of the
population to the revanue of the country end a decrease in the deficit of ’
the balance of payments -- if these will not allow the new country to rgachi
complete self-sufficlency, it will surely put the country in a position which
will be quite ncar to what I could call "a chance of viebility". If the |
country will not be viable, if will be much nearer po vigbility then it
was five years ago. . That is what we expect to accomplish by
1960, . S e m eal® N v
.. Perhaps, come moy feel that that is not enough, Anyhow, I say égain
that Italy will not spare any effort as it has not spared any. effort in the
pest, or any financial sacrifice Lo fulfil itp duties. In fulfilling its:
duties, we hope that we will elways be able to count on the help of the
Advisory Council which has followed our work very closely and with real.gnd
great understending.. T 5

My .country has underteken this duty. ol helping. bomaliland towards
independence without expecting any returns -- I repeat, without expecting any
returns -- and I think that my: country should be considered as one of the
great contributors to the couse of the Unilted Nations. I am_no# going to
say how meny millions.of dollars we spend.or leave in Somalilan& every year.'_

I 7o not: wish to. stress this point. I only vamtto sey -- end I think that I
am repeating what I have. said previously in this Council -- thet in fulfilling
our duty we have been sble to count on the cb-ope:ation of- the Somali peoylé,

and we consider that our real and best reward.
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Mr. de HOLTE CASTELLO (Chairman of the Advisory Council for Somaliland)
(interpretation from French): On Behalf of the Advisory Council -and in my capacity
ag Chaiman, I have the honour to pregent to the Council a report on our
acuivitiés from the period 1 April 1954 to the end of March 1955 (T/1172).

I should like to draw your attention to the special importsnce not so

much of our report, but to the period vhich 1t covérs._ On the one hand,
this period mérks exactly the half-way mark on the road which Somaliland must
cover under the aegls of the United Nations and of the Government of Italy
before its independence 1s proclelmed, The year 1955 therefore constitutes

" a date of importance in the history of Someliland for, as we look behind us,
wé mey see the rcad slready covered and the progress echieved since the :
signing of the Trusteeship Agreement. 1In looking shead, we can also begin
to form an idea of what this country will be when it receives 1ts national
sovereignty. '

On the other hand, the period which has Just elapsed is of special
importance for another reason. It is in fact a perlod of transition between
two epochs; one of these epochs was especially devoted to study end research,
while the other saw the implementation, and continues to see the implementation, |
of final end precise plens and the beginning of their implementation. As can
be seen from the report of the Advis ory Council, this latter period is
characterlzed by the establishment of specific projects end of decisions which
will determine the future of Someliland, particulerly in the political and
economic fields.

The fact that the first months of the year 1955 constitute & period of
exceptional impbrtance for the development of Somelilend is shown, not only
in such achievements and such results as the sipgning of the Italian-fmerican
Agreement for the development of the Territory or the establishment of the
district councils, but also by the declaration mede on 21 March to the
Advisofy Council by the hcting Administrator of the Terrifory, Mr. Spinelli,
who, in broad outline and with precision, recalled the results up to nov that are
leading the Territory to the achievement of its independence. He has indicated
the broad outlines of the actions that the Administration contempletes for the
conlng years. ;
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The Advisory Council has considered 1t 'necessary.to reproduce these y
stetements in its report since they.constitute the reply of the Administration
to important questions which the Council has raised in expressing its views or
sugpestions. - These declarations constitute, in a way, en encouraging .
conclusion to the werk of the Advisory Council for the period which has
elapsed, since the ueasures contempleted by the Administering Authority == the .
edvice of the Council end now the statements.of the Acting Administrator -~ .
constitute a cpherent whole. . | i .

This period is of great importance in the preparation of Someliland for : ;
independence, ‘and it was eccompenied by specisl activities on the part of
the Advisory Council.. On the éne hend, the Council met for 189 days during
thé period. . This requires-a quorum of two members present. For eighty-three
days all three members of the Council:were in Mogediscio. - These figures
have never yet tecn attained, ~On tlie other hend, a rapid and hasty glance
at the report of the hdvisory Committec-suffices to:show that the nwuber and
importance of t&z opinions given during this period meke.it the most active
and the most signlficant in the history of the Council, -

In fact, if it wes possible to dispose -of the backlog vhich was accumulated
for various reasons, end to give these opinions to the Administerng Authority, -
which called for reseerch and for difficult end delicate studies, this vas
only due to the careful utilization of time end also due ‘to the presence of the
members of the Council for e long time in-Hogadiscio-and to & very close . .
co-operation between the Council and 'the Secrctariat: : In fact, the presence
In Mogedisetio of two, and then of three, members of the Council in September end
in October, and the meeting of three members from January to lay 1955, made it
pPossible to study thoroughly, pending questions vhich vere then discussed with
the responsible authorities of the ‘Térritory. oo ® S

It was during {this latter period that the Administering Authority, in close
contact with the: Advisory Couneil, :proceeded in the political and econcmic fields
to make a particularly close study: of certaln problems which are among the most -
important.for. the development of Somaliland,. % W ) o

i . Yo P L=
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The Advisory Council has deemed it necessary to submit its report in s
diiferent form, & form which is clearer and more adepted to the growing number
of problems with which it deals. . '

The first chapter is devoted to general questions such as the functioning
of the Council, its relations with the Administering Authority end the local
population, the dissemination of information on the United Nations. The
Trusteeship Council will elso find in it the statements made to the Advisory
Council by the Acting Administrator of Somaliland on 21 March 1955, statements
which, as I have pointed out, have a special significance.

The four following chepters deal with political, economic, social and
educational questions. Each of them is divided into two parts: on the onc
~ hand, a statement of the facts which the Council considered should be presented,’
so as to make more pluusible the advice given to the Administering Authority, and
some suggestions were also given; on the other hand, a statement of theée
opinions was given, accompanied by the action teken, if any.

Chepter IL deals with political questions., It is obwvious that in this
field the Territory has entered a period of rapid development. The activities
of political parties, the sense of responsibility which is developing cmong
the political chiefs, the interest which the Somelis take in the administration
of public affairs and the establishment of institutions -- vhether they be'new,

- like the district councils end the municipalities or old cnes which have been
improved and better adapted =~ are proof that the effort made 1s general on the
part of ‘both the Administration and the populations.

One must note in particular the interest which the Territorial Council has
“displayed on the question of the orgenization of.the impending general elections.
With the agrecment of the Advisory Council, the Administering Authority has let
the Territorisl Council free to choose its electoral procedures which all
political parties wish to see followed to the exclusion of all others. The
discussion in the Territoriasl Council lasted for more than one week, and it hes -
shown not only & sense of responsibility, but also the political sense acquired
by the members of that Assembly, These elections will take place throughout
. the Territory, and the rural populations will, for the first time, be in a position
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to participat-e in the balloting,' ’I’hg Comicillora Hﬁd"will" ‘thus be electpd
will remain in office until 1958,  Kew elections will' be held on 'bhat date ;
vhich will leed to the formation of the Assermbly which will have the jon of e
preparing end adopting the Constitution of the future Semali State.

On the regional level, the nmiber of municipalities t_ull be increased,
as will the povers of the manicipal ccuncils , While at the 'same time.the new
distfict counci.“-_ 1ill moke it pogsible for the rural poﬁulations to teke ét:_t o
ever- lncma.,ml, part in the adnmini stration of lccal affairs. .

‘, It is with gpcial setisfaction that the Advisory Council has welccmecl the
daclaration of i1 Admintsta ing huthority to the effect that en effort will be
made ai‘*'ex the pencrel slseuioas cielusively to entrust to ucmali officials, .
the adninist“duou os entire regions. It hes also welcc'ued with the seme
sa’clﬂfactncn the »l en ‘Lc entrust exclusively to bomali personnel poste of 3
district chiefs ndi to berin the practicel-training of territorial comc:.llors
fc the _fL_:nqt_if:A._, of councilloxs of the chiefs of the Terri’gory.
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I do not wish to overlook the fact that the Territorial Council has
chosen the national ewblem of Somaliland, e five-point white ster on e
background of United llations blue. The Somell flag was raised for the
first time in Mogadisclo on 12 October 1954 in the presence of en immense
and enthusiastic crcwd. :

The section of the report on political advancement deals with the
difficult problem involved in the settlement of the frontier question between
Ethiopia end Somelilend. There is no question but this settlement should be
mede as early as possible. The Trusteeship Council has received the protest
lodged in January of this year by the chiefs of the political parties with the
Advisory Council, On theoccasion of a demonstration in which approximately
20,000 persons participated, a protest was made against the signing of an
agreement between Ethiopia and the United Kingdom concerning the regions
in which the provisional frontier line between Ethiople and Somaliland
lies. It 1s obvious that, in recommending that the populations concerned
should be consulted, the Advisory Council had in mind only the populetion
which is directly concerned with the drawing up of the frontier between
Ethiopla and Somaliland under Itallan administration, and not the populations
referred to in the protest of the politicel parties of Somaliland.

Finally, I should like to point out that, on 20 April 1955, the first
organized elections took place in two newly esteblished municipalities and
that the nunber of voters reached such a high proportion as to be worthy
of wention. In the community of Dugiuma more then 93 per cent of the
registered voters participated in the balloting. We ecan but congratulate
the Somalis on thelr sense of civiec responsibility.

Chapter III ias devoted to economic end financial questions. These sare
the most delicate and complex questions, as the Council is aware, which

arise in the Territory. 1In fact, by means of & real tour de force, one

must convert in a few years the economy of & decidedly under-developed
eountry into that of a country which is self-sufficient -~ not entirely
self-sufficient perhaps, but at least to an extent vhich will assure it of
e certain independence. The Advisory Council, for eighteen months, has
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devoted most of its etiention to thése ‘Provleéms, as may be séen from the
report of last year and alsd from the ‘report which I have the honour to
present todey., The désire of the Aduwinistering Ahthorify to ensure the
econcmic ‘development of the Territory was menfest, first,'io the pion‘ -
dravn up in 1952. It was evidént next in the despstch of ﬁissiono;to“
Someliland, particularly that of Doctor Halagodi, whose report is a
remarkeble crystalizaetion of the prohlemu which ere faced in promotiog fhe
economic and social development of the Territory. : , o
Finally, it was evident in the discussions and from the conclusion
of a number of egreements between the Governments of the United States and
Italy, & series of ‘agreements which does not yet seem to be exheusted. L
Neither should I overlook the precious ald given by certain speclalized
agencies, particularly by the Foreign Operations Administramion of the
United Stetes, in the mattér of drilling welle, end, finally, by the
Egyptien Government in the field of cotton cultivation. I miust point out _
that the advice given by the Advisory Council during recent months could not
incorporate the new importent fact of the programme of work undertaken under.
the Itelo-American agreements. In fect; it was only at the time of adopting
our report.thet we received the detailed information on these projects. The
Advisory Council has welcomed these agrecuents with satisfaction,‘sinoe they '
furnish the prerequisites for the basic structure necessary for the opening;'
up of regions which are the most likely to produce food and industrial c'*;ops,
without ‘wvhich the population could subsist oniy prccariously and meagerly.
The Advisory Council wos enxious to express in its report its recognition
of the assistance rendered to Somaliland, this Territory sdopted by the i
United Nations and entrusted to Italy, and of the profcund interest shown .
by the Government of the United States, vhich has given %o Semelilend the
technicel and financisl assistance of which 1t was in need., 0il prospecting
is continuing at en accelerated pace. Ve must wait a little longer fo.find
out vhether Somaliland will be among those which owa the black gold, or
vhether its econcmy will be based essentislly on ogriculturé'and cattles:
raising.
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The Advisory Council has made known to the Administering Authority
ite opinion, long withheld for vafious reasons, on the mining law enforced
in the Territory ahd oh the contracts concluded by the Administering Authority
wvith the two companies ree;onsible'for oil prospecting and also, possibly
the productibn of oil. TWe have stﬁdied these questions thoroughly. The
Advisory Council had in mind impartielly the interests of the Territory and
the necessity to ensure its development. This was one of the most delicate
questions in regard to which the Council had to teke a stend. Various
aspects of the economic and filnanciel poiicy of the Territory have also
been the subject of numerous studies on the part of. the Council and of
many conversations with gfficials of the Adnministering Authority. The search
for outlets for the products of the country, the organization of industrial
and agricultural'credits, the support of crops end industrial operations,
such as sugar and bananes, thelrevision of import end export duties, and the
adaptation of a finencial system to the needs of the treasury and the
situntion _of the taxpeyers to the organization of the territorial budget,
together with its transformation into en independent budget, tire launching of
municipel, financial and other problems, such as'the construction of an
economic framework with adequate port facilities and a network of roads,
represent the major outline of the precccupations which obliged the Acdwinistering
Authority and theAdvisory Council to ctudy jointly the problems of economic
'develppment in Somalilend last year.

Chepter IV deals with eocial advencenent. Certain information will be
found there éoncerning studies devoted to the improvement df puvlic health
facilities and the progress achieved in the carrying out of plans drawn up
by the Administering Authority and the ILO for the protection of workers.
This chapter also describes a discucsion of qﬁestions pertaining to hygiene
and to the construction of cheap housing. Tinelly, there is the problem
of the revision of the penal system.

The fifﬁh and last chepter is devoted to questions of cducation. The
Advisory Coﬁhcil felt that it should express a detalled opinion on certein .
questions, _
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As regards the five-year plan, from 1952 to 1957, the Council felt
that, since it had been drawvn up on the spot with the assistance of UNESCO,
it would no doubt be desirable that that specialized agency should be
~ consulted on'its implementation and on the results achieved.

"I should note here.the effort made by the Egyptlen Government in the
field of education. One hundred and fifty scholarship students from
Somaliland are studying in Egypt at the expenece of the Egyptian Government
and, under the same conditions, five Egyptian professors are teaching‘id the -
Mogediscio Institute of Islamic Studies. The Council also noted with interest
the statement of the Administretor perteining to the sending to Itely, et the
expense of the Itelian Governwent, of twenbty Somali students graduated from
the School of Political and Adninistrative Studies of Mogadiscio, who, after
several months of training, will - be given responsible positions in Somaliland.
The last period, particularly the first wonths of 1955, have been, without
eny question, the most productive of decisions end the richest in effort
since-thé=éigning of the Trustrechip Agreement. Certainly}-many'decisions
remain to be taken and much effort is yet to be made, decisions end effort °
which:might-discourage more timid souls, but, during the recent months which
ve spent in Somaliland, the members of the Advisory Council had the clear
impression thet a new impulse, a voluntary and determined impulse, to overcome’
all obstacles has enimated both ‘the Administration end the Somalis. - The *
generous aid granted by certain countries, the climate of confidence, of
devotion and goodwill which prevails in the Territory, added to the will to

sucteed are tokens of future success.
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The meeting was suspended at 3.55 p.m. and resumed at 4.25 p.m.

Mr, SALAH (Egypt): The report of the Advisory Council for the Trust
Territory of Scmalilend has thoroughly covefed all aspects of the Territory in
question, It is in my capacity as the representative of Egypt that I should like
to call the attention of this Couwncil to certain points in the political and
econcmic fields which my delega®ion considers of particular importance.

Since I had the honour of appearing befeore this Council last year,

I have had the opportunity to undertake a number of field trips into the hinterland
of the Trust Territory cocvering more than 4,000 kilometres by car and about

3,500 kilometres by air. Owing to language facility and religious ties, I was

able to speak directly to the local inhabitants in Arabic and they were encouraged
to approach me opcnly on several important matters, This close contact with public
opinion has made me move conscious of the urgency of seeking solutions to some of
the problems to which I propose to draw the Councilfs attention at this time.

The report has described adequafely the cordial relations that happily exist
amongst the Somali political parties on the one hand and between these parties and
the Administering Authority on tlhe other. It gives me great pleasure to add that,
as a result of a closer and more fruitful collaboration between the various Somali
political parties, a Somali National Frent has been recently formed which has for
its mein purpose the unity of action vis-ai-vis national issues and problems. This
Front which consists of four prinecipal committees, namely, political, economic,
educational and administrative, is still a further tangible proof of the growing
maturity of the Somali people and constitutes a good ormen fér a promising future,
Another symptom of the political meturity of the Somali nation is the ever
increasing interest manifested in the forthcoming netional elections for the
Territorial Council, During my presence in the Territcry since April 195k, I have
heard several political leaders explaining to the people, in towns as well as in
the hinterland, in simple terms and by simple means their parties' constructive
platforms, and this, as well as other achievements of the political parties, fully
Justifies the confidence of the United Nations in the constructive role of the

parties. It is worthwhile noting in this context that the Territorial Council,
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realizing the important fubure role which it will shortly be called upon to play in
the progressive political evolution of the Territory, has examined between 24 and
30 March 1955, a draftordinance on elections to the Territorial Council which was
adopted after a number of useful amendments and revisions had been introduced.
This ordinance provides, inter alia, that only Sowalis who are thirty years of age
or above and who are literate in either Arabic or Italian can present their
candldacies to the Territorial Coun011. This will be a great improvement over the
present Territorial Council amongst whose merbers are a number of illiterates.

These are ell promising factors, but it would be erroneous to assume that
similar progress -is being made in the solution of certain other problems which are
essentially of a political natufea- The most serious and complex knot that threatens
the peace and security ol the area, and which is capable of leading to tragic -
consequences, is the question of thé delimitation of the frontier with Ethiopia.
This question, as is well knownto all of the merbers of the Council, has been
pending since the establishment of the Trusteeship Administration itself. Several
resolutions have been adopted by this Council as well as by the General Assembly
urging an early delimitation of‘fhe frontier, but unfortunately nothing has been
done along that line. - _ o

In the first two operative paragrabhs of its resolution INo. 854 (IX} of
14 December 1954, the Generel Assemblys: _ '

- "lotes with concern that no prczress has been made to date in the direct
negotiations between the Governmente of Ethiopia and Italy on the delimitation
of tﬁe frontier between the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian
administration and Ethopia” ... ' | ‘

. "Urges the Governments of Ethiopia and Italy to exert their utwost efforts

to achieve a final settlement of the frontier questicn by direct

negotiations" ... ‘ : '

"Recommends that, should direct negotiations fail to achieve any results
by July 1955, the two Governments agree to the procedure outlined in General

Assembly resolution 392 (V) of 15 December 1950, ‘
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'Heraré now at the end of June and I regret very much to say thet there is as:
yet no evidehce that direct or indirect negotiations béﬁween Italy and Ethiopia
have been initlated; notwithstanding the request of the General Assembly to that
affect, _.I visited the frontier'area'duripg September 1954, whefe I net several
chiefs and notables of the disputed Ogaden area who had taken refuge inside the
Trust Territory and I reported to the Advisory Council - my-findings (A/C.%/277
of 10 November 1954), I visited the sanme érga agein in April this year end was
quite disturbed when I discovered that there had been a new wave of immigration
into the Trust Territory. I have been informed by some of these imm#grapt§ that
the situation has continued to deteriorate and that if no early action wes taken

to relié%e‘ténsion, the Somalis of Ogaden would not be able to cxercise patience
for ever. ' I was told of a series of incidents, the latest and most serious of
which had takenﬁﬁlace at Callafo, in the Oga@en ares, vwhere eight Somalis were
killed and a larger number wounded in & clash with an Ethiopian force.

I must make it clear that most of my informatlon -concerning the situation in
the disputed areas has been gathered from Ogaden réfugees now living in the Trust
Territory, and that I have not had the opportunity to visit the Ogaden to confirm
the accuracy of this information., Iy delegation deems it essential, however, that
a United Hations Javestigation Committee should be sent to these arsas as soon as
possible to find out the facts and to report to the United Hations, :

-+ This frontier problem is the legacy left by the British Militery Adﬂinistrdion.
to the future State of Somalia, It is a well-~known fact that when thg_British
forees occupied the areas inhabited by Scmalis they found a territory previously
unified under Italian rule, Even when the Ethiopian Government was restored in
19&2,'the British Military Administration .continued to admirister the Ogaden és a
Somali provinece, with headquarters in Hogadiscio, It is knownas well that the
British conquest and occupation of Someliland and adjacent areas had been completed
by ;QME. What wes then the reason for the British keeping the whole of the Ogaden,
which is now claimed to be Ethiopian, under their rule for a period of six years,
namely between 1942 and 19487 The only convincing explanation is that the
British authorities, who knew the area well, must have beén aware of the historical

and geographical fact that this area was always an integral part of Scmalia,
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It seews that in 1948 a large part of the Ogaden was returned to Ethiopia. In
1950, the Bratish Military Authorities withdrew from the 1948 line merking the
eastern boundary of the Ogaden and established the present provisional boundary,
wuch of vhich is a stralght line which cuts across certain tribal areas.

The United Kingdom-Ethiopian agreement of 2§ Hovédher 1954, rade public on
5_ January 1955, over the "Havd" and the "Reserved Area”, has complicated the
problem and wes met with widespread demonstrations in Somalia protesting
against the ceding to Ethiopia of additional Scmali territories irhabited by a
purely Soneli population, nawely, the Havd ard the Reserved Area, the eastern
part of which adjoins the provisional tourndery. IWe have resd about tihe
dissatisfaction and protests even inside the British protected part of Sowaliland
which culminated in the sending of a Someli delegation to London to protest
and to explain the facts and the actual situation to the United Kingdom Govei'nment
and Parliament, Ia

I have been asled by & number of oubstanding political leaders of the Trust
Territory to inform the Council that the territory inhabited by Sowmalis is their
own, and nct the personal property of any Power which can dispose of it as it
pleases, The Somali people detest the terms "Reserved Aree" and "Disputed
Ogaden Area", and "Provisional f{rontier line" which denote parts of their own
homeland, and consider it a mere political ereation by certain Powers to Jjustify
arbitrary disposal of pure Somali territory,

Ky delegetion stresses its earnest wish that a fair and satisfactory
setblement to this inflammable problem should be sought as soon as possible,
and not lelt to the infant State of Scmalia. Taking into consideration the
fact thet the Ethiopian delegabion to the United Netions wmade it crystal clear
in the CGeneral Assewbly that it no longer recognized any previous agreements
concluded with Italy on the Somali-Ethiopian frontier, it seems that the only
alternative is to focus our attention on the landmark year of 1935:. [Ethiopia has
the right to claim the areas over which it did then actually exercise rights of
sovereiguty and administration, but would it be fair and just to cede to Ethiopia
territories inhabited by people who are ettihically, religiously, and
linguistically foreign to Ethiopia, and over which it has never exercised any

vestige of sovereignty?
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The Urited Natlonu, the champion &nd guardian of rights of nations, must not
lose sight of the sacred ;1ght“o£ self-deb evmination in seeking a fair solutlon
to this problem, The Egﬁntian'delegation suggostﬂ therefore that a plebluclte
should be held in. the disputed areas in the very near future, under international
supervision, so that the people of thcse arces can express freely thelr choice.,
~ Nlow turning to the economic f*eld my delegation can only reiterate with

greater emphasis what it stated bﬁfore this Council last year end what has been
confirmed in the findlngs of the Visiting lesicn, nanely, that the task of leadir,
the Territory to effective 1ndependence is the responsibi 1ity algo of the United
laetions and not alone of the Administering Authoriuy, and that in the' economic
 field it is active initiative from the United Nations vhich is needed,
-Greet efforts have been made over the past year by'tﬁe Administering Authorit;
to get the econouwic development programme started. -But the pace is relatively
. slcw covsmderlng that only five years rewain for the achi evement of 1ndependence.
This is no criticism of the Administering aAuthority; it takes time to get things
started when there still exists a shortage in financial resotrces and technical
personnel., .

' The United States of America has been actively co-operating with the
Administration in economic development; but much more assistence is needed and
would, .I am confident, be heartily weicomed‘by the Administering Authority. My
Government has been able to assist recentl" with the services of an expert in
cotton cultivation, India has 1nd1cated 1ts willirgness to glve a number of
hand looms and I hope tho Inuﬂan Gove*nment will be able to satlsi" the Somalls’
request and send expert weavers to teach the Somalis how to build and use them.,
The United Nations Educational, Scientilic andICultural O:ganlzutlon‘fundamental
education expert in the Territory'has_volunteere@ £o direct the work in various
centres where the handlocms would be used. : ' '

~ + Gratefully though these forms of assistance have been or would be accepted
-in-Soralia, they are far from adequate to the task which conffonté the
“Administering Aﬁthority._ Large-scale aid from the United Nations and its
specialized agencies is required in order to accelerate the developuent of the

econcmic structure,
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Far too much emphasis has been laid in the past on the need for capital and
far too much is said of the alleged poverty of the Territory. Loans, grants or
equity capitel can do little without whet the Americans call technical “know-how".
The Territory is not poor in natural resources; it only lacks sufficient technical
"know-how" for exploiting them. I can sey this from my personal impressions gained
in the course of meny tours throughout the Territory and from my contacts with
technical experis. There are two long rivers traversing the whole width of the
Territory, with much good soil. With two seasons of flood, there is abundant
water; its use only nceds to be rationalized. There asre excessively large numbers
of stock rcaming the bush in pursuit. 6f water and sparse pasture and dying of
starvation and thirst or of diseases. The highly commendable well-drilling of the
Italo-Americen co-operative programme is improving stock watering; but the balance
needs to be maintained between water and forage, by the seeding of pasturage with
grasses and the cuitivation of fodder on the shambas., ~ To enable the use of
draught animals on the cultiveble riverine areas, serious efforts need to be made
to clear the bush of tsetse.fly.

In this conrexion, I am glad to reﬁort that follcwing the recent investigation
made, end views expressed by the Egyptian technical expert on cotton, the
Administration realizing the great possibilities of successful cotton cultivetion
in Somalia has decided to pay special attentidn and to concentrate greater efforts
in that field. As a first step in this direction, the Administration has
informed my Government that the services of two experts from Egypt on canal
irrigation, are needed to start work before the end of this year on cenalizetion
systems,

At the same time, on a neﬁ technical basis, agriculturesl experimentel.
stations are to be established in different parts, ﬁarticularly for cotton
researches, but also for other plants in order to select species which may be
cultivated in the Territory. Such scientific selection of crops and proper
measures to ensure their cultivation would be'really effective in replacing - -the
present virtual monoculture of bananas. In this respect, I wish to pay tribute
to the initiative of H.E. Minister Spinélli, who in his capacity as Acting

Administrator, endorsed these plans and gave them his full support.

1
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+As in agriculture so in animal husbandry, scientific techniques need to- be
introduced. Hides and skiné, even under present primitive and. ungulded methods
of processing, gvading, packing and marketing, are second only to bananas as
an export of the Territcry. | } |

A most commendable effort has been made this year by the Administration to
introducg somg.mé&sgre of regulation into the incense gathering of the .
Midjurtein, by énsouraging the creation of co-operatives for sorting, grading
and marketing the product. - . _

These three fields oflproduction s agriculture, animals and incense -- and
theiricommefce constitute the source ‘of the livelihood of the indigenous people
and most of the indigenous etports of the Territ01y Their promotion could
have far-reachlng and beneficial effects on the Territory's economic prosperity
" within a very shert reriod. It is only in oan atmosphere of optimistic progress
and prospérity thet industriel development can take place naturally end that
private capital nay “be at+racted to the Territory. )

The balanC1ng of the publlc budget has always been regarded as a paramount
problem, It 1s sometimes urged that efforts should be mede to find new sources of
tax revenue. My delegation feels thaf, only within strict limits such as,
perhaps, a livestock.tax, should such a éoﬁrse be pursued. Ingreased revenues
nust bé realized not by 1ncreasirg tax bﬁxdens but from an expanding economy
yielding greater revenues at the present; or eveﬁ;réduded_levels of taxation,

Foremost in balancing the quget, however, should be drastic reductions in
expenditu:es. ‘The Territory is qa;rying_an.excessivé burden of expenditure,
even exclusive of Italian ﬁdministration'expenses. At present, the total revenues
of the Territory are barely sufficient to mPet the ray and allowances elope of
indigenous and local non—indigenous personnel -in the Admlnlstratlon.

The existlng levels of salaries paid to indigenous personnel will, if
continued, constitute & heavy burden on the future state. The educat*onal
qualifications of the presenﬁ indigenoué étaff are uspglly not even of high
school standafd. Whén suitably highly educatedISomalis will seek positions in
the Goverament administration in future, how high will the celling on salaries
necessarily have to be raised in order to give them a remuneration commensurate
with their relatively higher qualifications? -
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This is, I know, a very delicate and even embarrassing problem, but it
should not be bequeathed to tihe infant Somali Staote. It is clearly essential
and urgent that a sound and ressonable system should be established within the
means of the Territory's public resources, however drastic and unpopuler the
re-organization must be., There should be established a chart of departmental
staff requireménts, and a proper v graded system of joﬁs, with salaries attqched
to them on the basis of scientific job enalysis. If the present encumbent of
the job does not have the educational qualificaticns called for by the job, he
should draw s ccmmensurafely lower salaxy. Only in this mwanner cén'the way be
kept open, without involving dangerous inflation of public expenses,for the
Efadual filling of administrative posts by Somalis who will have attained the
educational qualifications called for by the job. . '

I must state, however, that in my discussions with the Administration, I
have reelized that they are Quite avare of the problem and that it is the subject
of serious 'study.

Finelly, I wish to urge the Council to give some thought to the moral
responsibility which rests on the United Netions to assist the Somalis to develop
their country in the years beyond 1960. It seems clear thet this will require
financial aid from the United Nations in the years to come, and I feel that the
United Nations must at this stage take a realistic view of the situation and take
steps to grant this erergency aid, as it has in the past when the urgent nced of
such aid was menifested in other parts of the world. The immediate
implementation of a programme of international technical a2id must be carried
out together with a progremme, perheps of necessity a very modest one, of
financing vwortn-wkhiie developrent projects. It would be unrealistic to expect
the Somalis to find solutions to their problems without the kind of aid which
many countries have received from outside sources. In the case of Scmalia it
seems clear that the reéponsibility will rest on the United Nations to prcevide

this assistance.
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The PRESIDENT: Before beginning the question period in which the

representative or Syria has asked to speak first, the representative of the

United Kingdom has asked to speak,

ir Alan BURNS (United Kingdom): I merely wish to indicate that
tomorrow I should like to reply to certain statements just made by the

representative of Egypt.

for intervening before him, but I should like to refer to the remarks made
by the representative of Egypt ccncerning the introduction of hand looms into
Scmaliland and the possible lpan for a few months of soﬁe Indian experts to
train the Somalis to build hand looms locally and teach thein to operate them.
If the Administering Authority will meie a request to us in-such terms, we

shall naturally be very happy to consider it sympathetically.

Mr, SPINELLI (Specieal representative): I can assure the representativ:

of 'India that the Administration will be very glad to make that request.

"Mr. ASHA (Syria): Before putting my questions to the speciél
 representative ‘and the representative of Italy, I wish to express on beﬁalf
of my delegation our thanks for the statements made by both those |
representatives as well as the Chairman of the Advisory Council and the
representative of Egypt on that Counéilr- I shall have the_opportuﬁity to
comrent on the statement of the'special representative at allater_sfage,
but I will now proceed with my, questions.

.~ From all the available.documents before us, the impression is gathered
that there is still too much centralization of authority in the person of
the Administrator, while there is an inmediate need to expand Somali
participétion in poliecy-making., What steps has the Administering Authority
taken in view of this most urgent problem and in view of the recommendations
of the Trusteeship Council and the General Assembly, and why does the

Administrator consider that no Somalis are to be brcught into the executive
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organs of government until the_generél élections are held? The Visiting
Mission has rightly noted in-paragraph 28 of its report that a number of
Somalis have already risen to positidns of poliﬁical leadership and that
their gualifications and experience are sufficient to ensure their effective
participation in an executive organ. As we know, time is ruﬁning out, and

by 1960 there will be a vacuum, the consequences of which cannot be minimized.
When I formulated this question, I was not aware of the statement which has
been made today by the representative of -Italy, but my guestion still remains
and needs some kind of' an answer. The mere appcointment of a few Somalis to

some positions of responsibility does not alter our view.
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Mr. SPTIIELLI (Special represcntative): As you have heard frem the
representative of my“country, one. of the few acts of the, new adminiétraﬁbr was
to speed the proéessﬂoi"Somalization.as much.aé possible. This has been in
progress for some time, . This new coumittee vhich will assist the administrator
in -an executive cabacity is Just the first step in this direction. We have
already éppointed one person as head of the region,. This posifion‘corresponds
more or less to a governor of the region. . Already twelve out of the thirty
districts are headed by Somalis. In vhat is called the Administrative Council
of the.Administration, there are four Somalis who hold the posts of Asgsistant
Director;, one in the post of Economic fLiffairs, one in perscunel, cne in Lhe
Legislative Office, and the fourth one is in the Cabinet of the Administrator. .

They are participating regularly in their official capecity in all the meetings.
. If we have decided that very active participation in the executive power
will start when the new legislative board will be elected, it is because we feel
that by then we will have enough people to take care not only of the direction '
of the Standing Ccrmitices of the new Legislative Assembly, but also of the
parliamentary function in the executive power, as it is our intention to appoint
all the Presidents of the Standing Committees of the new Assembly as
Parliamentary Assistants to the different Secretaries of the departments of
government,

I can assure the representative of Syria that we are doing our utmost to
give positions to eny Scmalis who are ready to take on any important posts in
the administration, either in the administrative or executive branch of the
Administration. .

There are about twenty or thirty young Somalis studying in Italy. They,
came from the political school, and we are awailting their return to Mogadiscio.
They will return in about three or four months to complete the Scmalization of
all the districts, to increase the Scmalization of the regions, and also to |
provide a deputy director for every deparfment in the central administration.

I think that this will take place before the end of the year or before
- January 1956. According to our plan, we shall be able at that rate to do this
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withopt_fﬁrcing the issue; We do not wish to plate a'persoﬁ in 2 position for
which he is not completely qualified, but.he should'have certain qualifications.
I can assure the representative of Syfia thet we will have Somalis in 811
important vosts without exception before 1960, I think that scre of them will
need advisers. An examp“u of this wouldlhe in the financial department. Our
intention is to have the cadre for the new government completely Somalized before
1960 -- and we hope that it will take place long before 1960,

gg;mgggﬁ (Syria): I shéll not make anyiccmmen% on, the reply of the
special representative, but I wish to thank him for his reply. I shail make
my observatilons in my general statement.

‘The report of the ﬁdmipisteriﬁg Authority states on page 52 that measures
will be taken in order to enlarge fhe povers oflfhe Territorial Council when that
body has been eleéteﬁﬁl | Fafagraph 51 of the'Report of the Visiting iliesion
(T/1143) stetes: | | o '

"The Missicn also suggests that the Administration should submit
to the sixteenth session of the Trusteeship Council" -- that is, this
session of the Council -- "its plans for progressive transfer of

legislétive povers to the elected Territorial Council."

Could the special representative tell the Council whethker pleons have been
prepared, whether they will be submitted to the sixteenth session of the

Trusteeahlp Council, particularly in matters concerning finance?

lr. SPIZELLI (Special representative): I think there is an answer

to this question in the document we circulated last week. If, perbaps, the
answer is not ‘clear, I shall’ try to clarify it. -

The intention of the Administration is to give the aggenbly -- I do not know
if it will be irmediately, but it will be in a very short time after the new
aésc:miy'ia convened in Homadiseio®-- 211 the legislsbive pover. That
means that they will have what is called the deliberative power. The
Administratien, I think, will retain the right of veto.
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Mr. ASHA (Syria): I should be grateful to the special representative
if he could inform me on what page of the new document this information ig to be
found. I have gone thrcugh it very carefully.

Mr. SPINEILI (Special representative): It is on page 30,
. paragraph 37.

Mr. ASFA (Syria): My question wes whether the plan will be submitted
to the Council at its sixteenth session in accordance with the recommendation of

the Visiting Mission. If not, I shall not press the point.

Mr, SPINSLLI (Special representative): I think that the special

representative and the Administrator were present at the discussions vhich
took_plaee in the fourteenth session of the Council. It is the intention to
give legislative power'to the asserbly gradually. In that case, naturally,

the Trusteeship Council or the Gemeral Assembly asked for a plan for the gradual
transfer of power. However, we have cianged cur minds, and we want to give

all the legislative power to the-new'Council. I remeniber that when I was in
Mogadiscio we thought first of giving this new body the legislative power as
regardes the imposition of taxes and on financial questiocns. After & few months,
we would have granted some other powers. However, as long as the decision is

to grant all legislative powers, I think that the Administration does not feel

that a detailed plan to be submitted to the Trusteeship Council is necessary.

Mr. ASHA (Syria): In document T/1172, the report of the Advisory
Council, it is mentioned that the rural population will participate in the next
election, On the other hand, the same document explains that Crdinarce No. 5
of 30 March 1955 hag ereated thelDistrict Ccocuncils and modernized the traditional
shirs of the tribes. Those two measures will have a certain effect on the
'political life of the rural population which so far has not, participated in the
political life of the Territory except in a traditional way. Is it possible

to have any ldea of the repercussions of those two measures on the nomadic
pepulation? Are they popular emong the tribes?  Have they provoked any special
interest?
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Has the Administering Au%hority in mind any other’ measures ‘with which
it intends to follow up the’ action thus begun? ' What steps are being taken
to organize these elections, particularly in rural areas where there are two

stages of elections?

Mr. SPINELLI (Special represéntativé): The problem to which the

represéntative of Syria'refers'pertaiﬁs to the repercussion'of-an electoral

experiment smong the trlbeu, which was exemined very carefully by the
Administration before the ilest wee propoaed. Incidentally, I must repeat what

I said in my general statement, namely, thet the final text of the law was
proposed by the Territorial Council, which means by the oomalis. We had
‘notning to do with that. We accepted it one hundred per cent from firsu to
last. The proposal of the Territorisl Council, in Tespect of the uhirs,_did
not: differ much from our draft prdposal. ‘Ag e were not sure that the

tribes would understand or would like the idee of an election for the appointment
of en electoral’ :epresentative, who would be entitled to vote with the |
citizens of the villages in the final’ election of the Terriborlal Council,

we thought of having at the same time, for each tribe, two elections in
progress on the samé day. In other words, ‘vhen the trlbes met in their
traditional shirs they would elect first théir head, who would autamatically,

as head of the tribe, become o member of the District Council. Then they would -
elect the electorel representative, who would have the right to vote in the

final election of the Territorial Council,  The reection which we received

in that connexion was quite favoursble. I hed occasion to ﬁalk'ﬁo'mahy of

the representatives of the tribes, and they thought that it was not & bad idea.

I cannot say that they understood wholly the meaning of that second election, .
but, on the whole, I think thet they would be willing to participate. We had
‘been worried ebout a possible unfavourable reaction on the part of the tribes, =
thinking that many of the tribes mibht possibly refuse to participate in tne
election of an-electoral representetive.
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Mr. ASHA (Syria): The distribution of seats between the directly
elected members of the Council and the 1ndirécbly elected groups has not
yet been determined. I read in paragraph 46 of the Visiting Mission's report
~ that the Administration is studying the problem. Could the special
representative throw some light to the Council on the question of whether such |
plan is envissged? Whet seems to be the balance of proportion? In this
connexion I should like to remind the gpecial representative of a.statament
which I made last year that a proper balance should be struck between the
urban and the rursl populations, I wonder vhether the Administretion has made
note of that suggestion.

Mr. SPINTLLI (Special representative): Apparently the representetive

of Syrie is referring to one of the previous drafts of the clectoral lew, since,
at present, the law establishes that the number of seats to be assigned to each
region vill be degided after the indirect election when the shirs have given the
number of voters in each region. Until then, the sixty electoral seats are
not assigned tc the different regions. When ve know the total number of voters
in each region, according to a certain celculation which is established in the
lew, the sixty seats will be allotted to the different regions.

In regard to the second part of the guestion asked by the representative
of Syria, I cen say that the Administration has thought many times of the
svgpestion made in this Council last year, and our first proposal was exactly
in line with the suggestion made then by the representative of Syria. As a
natter of fact,'we presented certain proposals. I remember my own, which was
to give to the cities and villages which had a population of 2,000 or 3,000
inhabitents the right to have one seat, which would have given a certain
edvantage to the stabilized population. Unfortunately, all the Scmelis,
without distinction as to party, were against that. The idea of giving a
different value to the votes of the urban populations and those of the nomadic
population was not accepted at all. I have seldom seen such & unanimous

opinion expressed by the Somalis.
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Mr, ASl ASHA (uyria) In paragrcph 55 of the Visiting Miseion's Report
it is steted that "The Administrator téid. the Micsion that a draft lew granting
deliberate powers to Municipal Councils would be'sabmitted to the-Territorial
Council in Novemver 1954". Could the special representative tell the Council
the vhereabouts oI this draft law, whether it has been pagsed whether it is
fUnctioninn nnd vhat are ‘the results? L :

‘lr. SPINELLI (Spectal representative): The law was'péssed; it was
discussed by the Territoriel Council, exemined by the Advisory Counéil,.and ‘
passed in lMarch of this yeaf. Unfortunately , I am not db;e to answer part .
of the question because I left the Territory in March. All I know is what
I have read in the newspapers; which is that the 'Municipal Council of Mopadiseio :
has been fery active in the last two months, that meetings are held every two or
three-days. But T have no direct knowledge .of the results of the new law.

dr ASTIA (Syria): 'Perhaps the spacial representative or the
representative of Italy, later on in our discussions, could throw some light
on this matter 1if they reéeivelany fresh information from the Territory.
I shall proceed to my next queétion; Does the -Administering Authority
contemplate the establishment of executive councils on the lines of the
recommendation of the 1954 Visiting Mission?

‘Mr., ‘SPINELLI (Special represemtative): The new Comittee was appointed
two weeks ego by the new Administrator. Up to the present time, it has : '
acted in an edvisory cepacity to the Admlnistrator, T think that this is the:
beginniﬁg of the new development which we intend to promote in political -
organization == to have in time an executive council, or what might be considered

a Cabiheti

Mr. ASHA (ujria.) On-page 15 of the :report of the Advisory Council it
is stated; . ' .. - -
"Although the opznion was held that the trans;er of -administrative
functions to Semalis was too slow, no complaint in that respect was made
by the Someli peoble themselves.s. " ' '

>3
o:‘; (f"
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Would the special representative comment on that statement, in view of
the fact thet the Visiting Mission's conclusions were somevwhat different,
slthough not radically so? i | |

F

Mr. SPINBLLI (Special representative): I am not sure whether I

mentioned that in my opening statement, but I agree fully with the opinion of
the Advisory Council, I have never heard in Somelilend any compleint -- I am
specking of résponsible Somalis -- about slowness or delay in the process of
Somelization. As a matter of fact, I remember very well that when some of
my friends in the Adainistration wished to eppoint some of the first graduates
of the Politicel and Aduninistrative School'to'important posts in the central
orgenization, most of those youhg Somali students came to me and said: "VWe do
not want those zppointments because'we iknow that we need more experience. We
prefer to work first as assistant district heads‘of regions or districts. We
wish to go a stzge further before receiving such appointments as you are
thinking of givinz to us. We do not want to have a post jusb because we could
say to somebcdy else that those posts are given to us. We want to have the
posts when we feel that we are ready for them,f I very much eppreciated that
frank expression from ten or eleven of the best young Somalis.

Mr. ASHA (Syria): I come now to a very difficult problem. We have
heard the statement of the representative of Egypt, we have heard the statement
of the Thairmen of the Advisory Council, and we have heard the stetement of the
representetive §f Italy on the question of the frontier between Ethiopia and
Somaliland. Some of my Qﬁestions I shall have to leave until I have heard the
comments of the representative of the United Kingdom on the agreement lately
concluded, bué my qﬁéstion now is this:' no prcgréss has been nmade ot 211 --
and I do not know whether I should put this cuestion to the representative of
the Administering Authority -~ since a year ago when this Council spoke of the
ur-ency of the problem, and the representative of'Italy said in his statement
that, on 28 June -~ vwhich is today -~ the Foreign Minister of Ethiopia would be
meeting with the Mmbassador of Italy in Addis Ababa. Does it take such s

long time -- twelve months -- to arfange for s meeting to discuss a most vital
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problem, & problem which affects peece end security? . As I said, it méy not
be possible to heve an answer from .the.specilal representative now, but I
should like to know. what steps were: teken by the Administration during the
vhole year to try to arrange a meeting with the responsible authorities

in Ethilopia. . '

- Mr. CASARDI (Italy): I do want to emphasize, as I said.in my
opening statement, that we recognize fully the importance of reaching a _
solutlion on the problem of the frontier. It is quite true that the letest
developments refer only to today, but I want to stress that, on our part, -
during the past twelve months, and particularly during the last six months,
we have not failed, according to the measures which are dictated by every
politicel relationship, to insist on bringing the matter to the attention of
the competent Lthiopian. authorities. It is not up to me, in this Council,

to pass judmueni on the attitude of the other Govermment, -

Mr. ABHA (Syria): I seid when I put my question that I would not
seek & reply on behelf of another Government. My question was whether the
Administration had sought to do everything in its power, and I understand that
it has.

If negotiations fail to take place in June or July -- and we have only
two days left in June -~ is the Administering Authority in a position to |
request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to eppoint a mediator,

in accordence with recolutions adopted by the United Nations?

Mr. CASAKDI (Italy): I sppreclete the pertinence of the guestion
of the representative of Syria., I vould say that an answer cen best be given
af:er we know the result of the meeting which should have teken place today
and the immediate developments thereof. I do not feel that I can give a
reply with regard to what is going to happen between now and 30 June. I can
only repeat that we are extremely desirous of finding a solution to this problem.



M/db - - T /PV. 625
51

Mr. ASHA (Syria): I am grateful to the representative of Ité.ly. X

do not wish ﬁo put him in an embarassing situetion. The question occurred to
me: "if" and "vhen". It is & hypothesis. I shell not press the question
but reserve the right of my delegation to bring it up egein during future
discussions. ;

I come now to the judicial system in the Territory. In paragraphs 103
and 104 of the report of the Visiting Mission it is stated that complaints
were voiced by the politicel partiee regarding the complex body of civil and
criminal law which is applied in the Territory and which consists of Moslem
law, custom, pre-war Italisn decrees, British Military Administration,
proclamations and ordinances of the Trusteeship Administration. Ve must admit
that there is a state of confusion in the mind of everybody, including my own.
In view of the statcment of the Visiting Mission, could the special representative
tell us what progress was made by the Conmission which was esteblished in Rome
and whether, in that connexion, on the advice given by tae Egyptian rerresentative
on the Advisory Council, the Administration has sought the essistance of a
* Moslem Jjurist or Jurists. We know that most Somalis are of Moslem faith and
that the suggesiion of the representative of Egypt was quite pertinent. I
should 1lilte to hear from the special representative. sbout the latest developments
along this line.
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) Mr. SPINELLI (Speciel representative): < A draft of the new Jjudicial
regulations was submitted recently to the Advisory Louncil and the Territorial
Council., The Territoriel Council Wlll discuss this et one of its next
meatingv in the near future. We all agree that so far as legislation is

concerned there is much confusion in Somaliland ‘A few days efter he errived
in Mogadiscio, the new Auministrator eppointed commissions comprised of
Somelis and the Italien heads of theI;espeot;ve departiments to fev;ew all

the lavs and to dreft new legislation which would be much éimpler' than

the present legisiation. The new legislation will naturally also teke care
of the local and loslem lawse

Mr. ASHA (Syria): I would appreciate a feplf to‘fhe second part of
my question,  whether the Administration has occepted the suggestion of the
representative of Egypt ebout seeking the assistence of Moslem Jurisﬁs in
the reorganization of the Jjudicial system of Somaliland. ‘

Mr. SPIELLI (Spegial-fepfosentative): I do not think that up to

nov we have asked for a specialist on Islamic iaw, but I om'quite sure that.
viien this new committee starts 1ts work =-- es I expiainod before it was
enpointed a few days ago ~- a request will be made for e specialist'to some

of the Governments eble to furnish such specialists.:

. ir. de HOLTE CASTELLO (Chalrman of the Advisory Council)( nterpretation
from Spanish): A few days before my deporture from Mogadiscio, the Administering

Authority submitted to the Advisory Council the new judicial regulatlons.
These were studied very closely by the Council at long meetings which were
attended by a. representative of the Admlnisteflng Aumhoritj. The new
regulations were submitbted only four or five days before my departure, and
the representative. of Egypt had alreadj 1eft, since we had already completed
our work. This fect was borne in mind by the’ Colombian delegation, and we
postponed the discussion on those points dealing with Islamic law, since ﬁe

felt that we might begin our study, as we intend to:do, within a few days with
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the effective co-operation of the representative of Egypt, who is very closely
connected with these problems. 0f course, the representative of the
Philippines and I are more ignoranﬁ of these problems. That was why the
Advisory Council postponed its disbuésionrof this matter until it reconvened
in New York.

fr. ASHA (Syria): I should like to hear also the views of the
representative of Egypt.

Mr. SA%&@_CEgypt): Vhen this question of thé Judicial regulsations
was exawined by the Advisory Council, I expressed the view, which I had already
expressed to iir. Spinelli as Acting Administrator, that it would be well
to give satisfaction to the feeling of the people that in the drafting of the
new laws for the Territory one must take into consideration the fact that the
Destour and tiie .Asharia are all taken from the Islamic iaw and therefore
it would be much better if an expert on judicial affairs from a Mosiem country
participated and . assisted in the work of the, coumittee, Mr. Spinelli was ‘
good enough to tell me that he understocd my point of view and that in
due time the Adwministration would seek the help of these Moslem jurists.

tire ASHA (Syria): In this connexion, I should ask the special
representative on whet basis the cadis are appointed. Are they appointed on
a religious basis or on the basis of the efficlency and experience of the

person concerned?

Mr. SPINELLI (Special representative):; I do not know how the

cadis were appointed before we arrived in 1950, but since 1952 regular

~ examinations have been held for the cadis. If I am not misteken, at the
last examination a member of the Azaric mission was a member of the commission

for the examination of the candidates.

‘Fr. ASHA (Syria): I wish to pursue the question of Moslem law in
the Territory. Could the special representative tell the Council whether
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there is @ procedure instituted in-order to apply the law, From my reading‘.
of the various documents, in particuler the petitions, there seems to be a h
leck of concrete regulaiibns and procedure., - Could the.special represéntatiﬁe
enlighten the Council on this point? ‘

Mr. SPINELLI (Special representetive): I do not fhiﬁk l;éan say

more than is countained in the report. - My impression is that meny of the .. .
cadis who are now in the different parts .of Somaliland do not have a Sufe ;
knowledge of the Islamic ard Jocal laws. However, through the help of the
Egyptian Goverumeut and the Unlversity of El Azar we have started a;school,

in Somalilend to prepare the cadis in Islamie lew.  Besldes that, many .
young Somelis have gone to. cther countries, mainly to Egypt, to study Islemic
law and I em sure that in a few years time we ghall have really qualified =
Judges. . My tupression, -although-I knoﬁ nothing of Islerpic law, is that
this is ndbt tne cage at the present. -

Mir, ASHA (Syria): When an eppeal is made against the judgment of .
a cadl, the cage is transferred to the Court of Appeals. Could the special

representative tell us of how meny persons that court,is composed.

.Mn@_S?IHELLI-(Special representative):. An sppesl againet a- decision

of a.cadi goes to the Tribunel of the Cedis, which consists of three cadis,

Mr. ASHA (Syria): . In paragraph 1l of the Outline of Conditions in
the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italien administrotion, it is stateds
"he intervention of the police was required odiy in one instence
when a-éemonstration by ex-servicenen clgiming special indemmities
.. got out of. hand.," ) ; | '
The stabement goes on to say that the incident resulted in the death
of two persons, while thirty-two persons were wounded. It 1s further
stated that the claims of the ex-servicemen were submitted to a speciel

committee set up for this purpose. iy delegation déeply regrets the loss of
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life, and we are most anxious to know from the special representative what
satlsfaction has been given by that special committee to the claims of the
ex-servicemen or of their widows and ‘children,

Mr. SPINELLI (Special representative): There is a mistake in the

report beceuse, fortunately, only one life was lost in that incident. I can
assure the representative of Syria thet this special comnittee, the majority-
of whose members ere Ocmalis, has been dolng good work. Every ex~-serviceman
who has served a carxtain nvrber of years in the Italian army or who was wounded
or lost working capoacity has received an allowance from the Adwinistretion.

The Italian Govertment and Parlisment is discussing a law concerning pensions
for former soldiers in Eritres and Libya, and in a few months time it will also
discuss a similer lew for Scmeli ex-servicemen. OSince no decision has been
reached by the Italian Parliament with regard to pensions, the Administration
has given to every ex-serviceman and every famlly of ex-servicemen entitled

to a pension an allowance varying from fifty shillings to sixty shillings a

moath,

lir. ASHA (Syria): I do not know who is wrong or who is right, but
in parcgrsph 14 of the Qutline of Conditions 1t is stated:
M. .. the Administering Authority stated that two persons had
died while eleven policemen, thirteen demonstrators and elight passers-by
haed been wounded.™
I essume that the Secretariat btased its information on the report of the
Administering Authority.

Mr. SPINELLI (Speciel representative): Perhaps Mr. Acsha did not
follow the first part of wy ansver. I sald that we were very sorry, but we
hed made & mistoke in the report. We stated that two perscns had diled,

when actually it was only one.
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Mr, ASHA (Syria): I am perfectly satisfied, although I regret the __'i.oss :
of even one iife;" My next queetieh deals #ith the treeﬁﬁent of petitions.
I am sure ‘bhat the speca.al representative has read with care the observations 1
of the Vipciting Fiselon, in which the Council's attention wes drewn to cemplaoints
by Sowalis on the handling of pet:.t:.ons submitted by them to the Standing
Committee ‘on Petitions of the Council. I do ﬁot wish te take the time to read.
the Gbservations of the Visiting 1‘«I:L.;sic:.r:;‘, whieh are familier to all of us,
but I Ehould VE“ymuLh eppxcciete the comments of the speclal repreeentative, - %
view of the fu.c*c that t‘&eze .tu:-d. been some complelnts and we must e.dmit them,

Mr, SPINELLI (opecial repreeentetive) I should lik_e_ to ask 'bhe- -
representeteve of Syria whether the observations he has referred to were directed
to us or to the Petitions Committee, because for our part, when a petition is
sent and we axe asked to submlt our obee“vations, we prepere our observations and
I think we are very punctual in sending 'bhem. Fuxthermore, we also send the
special repreeeﬂtative, who is elwaye at the diepesition of tne Petitions Committee._

- My, ASEA (Syr;a) T will concontrate my question on one poinb,
because the Visiting Ulssion stated that ;u*omief‘petitienezjs had claimed that
the explena@ions given to the Council by fhe Administering Authority and its
specigl representative were not correct, I am 'ba.lking avout the _explanations.
given by the special representative to the Committee on Petitions regarding the
claims of the petitioners. Could the special repreoente.tu.ve tell us if he was
cporoached in Somaliland regarding the allegations that some of the answers glven

by the special representative in the Committee on Petiﬁions were incorrect?

~ Mr, SPINELLI (Special -repr‘eue'ntative) I should very much lir:e to Xnow .
vhich cases the representative of Syrle has in mind I was the speeial
representative to the Comm‘btee on Pet:.t:l.ons in 1952 and 1955 ’ and as far as I know
there was only one case, which concerned a group of quite important Somalis who were
members of a co-operative which they celled the "Thousand Arfns". They came to me
after I went back to Hogadiscio and told we very nicely that I had mede en incorrect
statement. I had seid that the land of that co-operative had been bought by the

Gov_rmment whereas, as a matter of fact, it was the only co-operative for which the
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Governuent had not bought the land, although it had given it many subsidies.
I told them that I vas very sorry I had wade that incorrect statement and they
were satisfied with my explanation,  That is the only case I know of, |

br. ASHA (Syria): I will pursue my second point under this heading.
In the same paragraph, paragraph 112 of the report of the Visiting Mission, it is
stated that "still others asserted that the action which the Administering Authority
informed the Councill hed been or would be taken to meet the request of the
petitioner or to resclve certein difficulties had not been carried out,"
I am not singling out any speciel petition, but I should like to know how the
Visiting Mission was able to gather such complaints and what would be the answer
-to the Visiting Mission's remarks,

Mr. SPINELLI (Speciel representative): It is not easy for me to answer
that question, first of all because I have not been in charge of petitions for

the last two or three years, but I could explain the complaints in this way.

If a man has been sentenced or thinks that scmething wrong has been done to him
and he makes a ccmplaint, unless the Admlnistration does something for him or
completely changes its attitude it is quite normal for'him to say that the
Administration has not done what ought to have been done. As I saild, however,
it is a little difficult for me to enswer since I have not been dealing with
petitions for scme time, especially without being told what caces, 6r what type
of cases are meant by the passage quoted from the Visiting Mission's report.

Mr. ASHA (Syria): Perhaps the special representative will seek the
assistance of the competent official of the Italian Administration and reply to
' the question at a later meeting. The reasons which prompted me delegation to put
the question are contained in the conclusions of the Visiting Mission in ’
paragraph 113, where it is stated that "the Mission wishes to draw the attention
of the Trusteeshlp Council to this situation, which, 1t feels, constitutes a

serious problem,"
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T have one or two more questions,.- ‘The Standing Committee on Petitions had
before.i£ & number of complaints sent bﬁ'various petitioners, the tﬁeme of the
complaint being that the tradltional animosity between certein tribes have elweys
led to the loss of life and property. ‘Would the syecial_representatife care to |
conment on any measures taken by the Administration to ease the tensicn between
traditionally hostile tribes,as I am sure the Administration is quite intérestgd'

in the preservatlion of peace and order.

Mr, SPINBLLI (Special representative): This is one of, the probleus _
vhich have worried the Administration since the very beginning, and I have discussed
it with the leaders of the Somell people hundreds of times. The Administration
has taken many measures, but I do not think it is a problem which can be settled

by means of & law, or even by doubling our police forces. Just before I left the
Territory, when I was handing over the administration to my successor in March of
this year, I hal. a meeting with my successor and with representatives of the
different parties and I told them that the most iwmpoitant problem we had to face
was the problem Jjust mentioned by the representative of Syria. I was glad to

see in the telegran we received yesterday or the day before =-- and my friend the
representative of Italy menbioned thils In his statement =~ that the new Advisory
Committee set up by the Aduinistrator as chief of the executive has already begun
to examine the gquestion., My advice had been to set up a group of Somali leaders
frem the different parties and from the different +tribes, men of experience and
prestige, togebher with one or two Italian counselors, to travel in the arees where
tribal fights were most frequent, That group could then make a report on measures
which could be teken, I do not say to prevent but at any rate to limit this
inter-tribal warfare which, as I have said, is one of the few serious problems we

still have to solvec,

Mr, ASHA (Syrie): With the Precident's permission, I should like to
address nyself to the representative of Italy. The Council and particularly I
myself lictened with greet interest to the statement he wade today and I wonder
whether it would be possible to have more details about the cormittee to which he
referred. The facts quoted by the special representative and by the representative
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of Italy are not in my view sufficient, and if he could cable to Somaliland and
get us some information on the scope, the powers and the plan of work of this
cormittee, my delegation would certainly be very grateful,

- I have no more guestions under this heading except one relating to the'
border, which I should like to put affer I have listened to the representativé
of the United Kingdom.

Mr. CASARDT (Italy): I shall be very glad indeed to esk Mogadiscio

to send me the informalion asked for by the representative of Syria.

The weebing rose at 6 p.u.
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