
U f.! IT.ED 1Vll TIO N S 
~ ~ • . . . ~:·. 

~=:1f~:·1:-;E; 
·-- - -.. -·-----,._ .. _,. __ 

•.· . . .. PROVISIONAL -

T/PV.625 
28 June 1955 
ENGLISH 

. . 
" " 111111 ' " 1 11111 flltl'111 U l 11U ll l , ll •l~IIH l11110 • 1,111{ 11111111 111,111H~l1Hliltt,1111u\11111uh1~~ 11t1n11 11~1.11,~1•1i••• 11u111ul-t.~11u1U1l l lUHIIIIHHll1IUH .. Ullll!.''~'.'.''IUl llt,III IUll1'tllll llll ll'llllllllfll l1lt ll l :I I IOOtllltlllllllftl' 

13ixtee:-:1tb Session 

VEIIDA'l'IM .R8CORD . ·01? TllE S:J~ !. iMTDBED. AND 'IW'.3NTY'...FIFTH l-1ZETING 

·.·. Held a.t Headquo:rtel'a , . . New .. York, 
. on Tu_esday, 28 Jurie 1955, at 2 ·p, m. 

-(United States of America') 

; ' ·. 

·. ; . . 

Exa'llinution of cnnditions in Somalilancl under. Italian ad.'1linistr.ation 
[¼,.~nd.a items 4 i, /~ 6,. ~d ·1y 

r. : : .•. 

. .·. ,' ., /· 

~: · .. '.rhe Of:fiqial·Hecord o:t: this .meeting, i.e., the .euuu:na.ry rec0rd,. 
. .. . . . . . 

will. appear;in prqvisional mimeographed :form,under the, symbol . . . . . . . . . . 

T/SR. 625 un0: will be. subject to _representativ~s I corrections . It · 

will appear in final. fprm in n pr,inted v0lume. 

55-16857 



DR/ns 

WELCOME TO !•ffi . CL..~Y3•·BOUU1illf'\T 

T/PV .625 
2 

Th0 __ ~~~!~.: On behalf of the Co_uncil, I wish to welcome 

Governor Clo.eys--B.::n:.u~ert, who will represent Belgium on the Trusteeship Council. 
. . 

Re wi:...l take the plD-ce of Governor ·Ryckmans , whose .knowledge and wisdom about 

African affairs ·fras much ··respected in this Council. I should like to point cut, 

however , that Gove:-1"!•:">r Claeys-Bou~ae:.-t has_. serve~ for many yeurs as Govm:·nor of 

Ruanda-U::.•undi, a.nd has spent most of' his life in Africa.. The Council will be 

interested to knew that t p.e Governor bas act~.:.lly se:.·ved on vi,;:•:;; :ing minsicns as a 

rep:r·esentative of Belgium. 

He are _Blad. in every ··,my to welcome you to the T:-usteeshi:p• Ccuncil. 

Mr , JA:!:PAL (India) : We should al.so like to to.ke th"'~s or,por'Guntty to 

·welcome the ex-Govt!rnor of Ruanda-Urundi, Mr . Claeys-Bcuuaert, c.nd to -wish him a 

very happy and successful time in Ne,, Yorl< ~ 

Yesterday, when the representative of Australia U1..ade a statement, I wns 

incl~~ed _to yield to the impulse of the moment and reply to him immediately, but 

I did not do .so because I wanted to read his statement first . I have now read 

his statement . 

There is only one thing that I should like to con:ment on at this stage . 

The representative of Australia was perfectly free to disagree with our statement, 

but he said that· I had not been to New Guinea and that I had. not been long in this 

Council . I do not quite see the relevance of these two points . Members of' the 

Council are not req_uired to visit Trust Territories, nor are they required to be 

in ·the Council for a certain length o:r time before m9.l:~ing statements . I feel , 

therefore, the.t these personal references to me were unwarranted. 

The representative ·or Australia referred to certain observations r eported to 

have been made py the Indian High Commissi8ner i~Australia. Taat reference also 

is not reley~nt . We are here as · a member of this Council . We have read the 

annual report. and the replies. ?f the distinguished spec~al r ppresentative, and have 

made our ovn .observa.t-icns . Our_ statement, as I said y~sterday, is based on facts 

dravm frcm the annual report ~nd frcm the replies of the special represent~tive. 
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• The fnct_s aY."e t:1e:::-~. • Each -p~rson may . interl)ret the~ differently,· and . one may ·,, . ·- . ,. . ' .. . . . . _. . . 
disagree .with tpe _::.r:te_r.p1·e~o.ticn of t ·be other •. . . To · say the:t :j.t._is· a 

. . • • .. . ' -.. ., . . . . ' . ' :, .. ' 

misr~r,reeent.~ti0r. or to at·~rtbute unworthy' t~otives is, I feel,' most . un'f'ortµna:!;e-. : 

I'iy delege.ticn ::eceryes -the ri3ht to inter-vane again if it should be necessary • 

. •· • I , ,thar.~" the Prer,idcnt for . having gi v~n me .this opportunity to · clar_ify our 

positio:1_. • . 

. . .. 

M1~ , C_L 1~YS -BO-.JUA.:i-;;1ui (B.elgium) • ( interpretation frcm French): .. I . ,;ish to • 

thA.nl_~ YO'.J, . Mr: . F:.:<:s i ~1.en-c, ar;d. th~ represe:itati ye of J11dia .fc~ t~e k:i nd wo:-.-ds .'of •· 

welcome which y011 h<J.·/E.. ac"..Jrc,sr-;~d to me . I also wioh tp ·tell. ~jll rriy ·· colleagues 

that . I . Q~al.l a";,)proa.,J.1 my _tasks with .a spirit ·of loya.:lJ~y. . I ·nave i::0nfic..•:m.c·~ 'in 

_th_e-_constructive _aimc of tlie Trufoteeshi:p Council:, which ·will .'be. .a(.!;1ieved t:frouGh 

mutual unders'camlin3 and a .frg,nk study of the ;:problems .be'fcre .·.us·. . . . ' . 

EXM.UNATION OF CONDITIONS IN SOMALIL.t,ND UUI:ER ITALIAN AC:4!NISI'Rf,.Tl:C'l1'1: --· 

(a); ,{u'l~lJ~' REPORl'_ OF _TH~. /JlMINIS:rERING .A,llrHOR!TY FOR THE TliillR J.9;4 ('!!/J.174,: 1176, 

1177, 1~88 and 118~) [_Agenda item 4!:f ; · .. . . . •. .. 

(b) PEl'I:rIONS CIR~ULATED llNDBR RULE 651 P~AGBAPli 2 1 CF THE: .ROLES OF ·PRQCEDURE · : •• 

OF_ THE TRUt?TEESnIP COUNCIL . (T/c0!1 .• 1+/L.).28,; T/PbT .. ll/L,13 to. 1.17) ffigenaa. ·. 

item 5/; 
• - ' 

:- ' .. 

( c) REPORI' Qi<' THE UNITED l'JATIOHS vrsrr;rnG MISSION TO TRUST TERRITORIES. IN EAST 

J\FI_UcA, 1954 _(T/l:_43 an,d 1143/Corr.l, .English -only) /J.eenda item ·.27;: 
(dt. -~POF\T . . OF THE UNITED NATIO!iS. ADVIS_ORY COW{CIL FOR THE TRUST TERRITORY OF 

SOMAL;J:l.AND u.1'i1)ER ITALIAN ADNINIS'l'RATIOIJ COVERING TEE P:c:RI8D FROi•l' l AF.RIL· 1954 : . . .. ~ . . . . .. . ' 

TO 31 ,M.l\RCH. 1955 (T/1172) fF.genda item l'JJ~ '• I • 

FINAI(CI HG OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPNBNJ:!. -PL1\rTS OF THE TRUST TERRI~ORY ·O.F SOMALILAND • :.: .. . . . ~· . , ' 

UNDER ~ALBU ADMIN.ISTRATIOU L'ffi~rr~ .ASSEM3L'Y,-HESOLUI'ION 855 . . (,ncl7,. · (T/1186) _:-.· .. ·, 

ffigena.,a i~e?l ll.7• . .. ... :· .. · ·.' : (- ' 

The PRB~l!"E_: ,-S~nce it.ems .. 2 ,and .. 3 on QUJ::-_ agend~ .are · closely r :e lc.i;,ed, 

I should like to sucgcst that they be considere:d at the same time . As there is no 

objection, it is so deGided. 

It was so decided .• 
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At. the iriv~.ta+,ion of the Presi~~nt, Mr. de Holte Castello ( Colcrr.bin) , 

Mr". SaJ.ah . (E~.;zI?tlt. _r.:embers of th~ Advisory_. Council for Somali land.. a.na. Mr. 8-pinelli, 

special ~ ~sento.:tive for Scmaliland under Italian adrutnfo-:;rat.~c::, tool~ p:..aces 

at the Counc:.l table . 

Mr . CASARDI (Italy): In my capacity as permanent representative of the 

Italian Government to the Trusteeship Council, I have the honour to submit the annuc 

report of tho Italia n TrustceGhip Ad~1nistration of Somaliland for 1954. It is 

completed, in compliance with the reccn:mcndation voted last yea-::.·, · by a documep.t 

SUll'Jnarizing the -prir..cipal events of the first fou:::- months of the current year. 

The Couucil is also in posseqsion of 9ther documents for a comprehensive 

examination of the situation in Somaliland. We .have at hand the annual report 

of the ·,Advisory Council, which speaks of a year of intense ac·;;ivity and of fruitful 

co- operation with the .Administration; we have the report submitted by .the . 

Visiting Mission that went to Son:a.liland last autumn; we also have a number of 

observations by the specialized agencies, 

Finally, the Italian Government presents an add;i.tional document, which, e:t the 

turning point representing the half- way nark between Italy's assumption of the 

Trusteeship Adm:Lnistration and Somelili:md1 s final independence, sums· up . the aims 

attaiped so far and furnishes an outline. of ~~e pr9gramme for the five remaining 

years. We believe that this document may be of particular interest in. the coming 

discussions. 

The Visiting Mission's report contains; as this Council is auare, various 

observations upon certain aspects of the Trusteeship Adm:i.nistration I s activities, 

particularly in the economic and financial field. I want to assure you that the 

competent Italian at..-thorities have given to the report their most careful 

examination• •. On the other hand, as my predecessor said in the course of the 

previous session of the Council, if some of these observations may be considered 

justified (as such, you will have noticed, we take them into account in. the· above

mentioned document), with regard to others we beg leave to. entertain, in our 

capacity of Administering Power, a. different poi~t of view. 
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The position is that, in carrying out its concrete work, the Administ·ering 

Authority daily faces the reality of situations and· facts; · ar.d the3e, ·alas, 

do not al,7ays coincide -- and, indeed, this may be an ,_,_nderstatement -- with 

the desirable optimum and with the theoretical premises upon which we, too, 

would like to base our action. 

We trust , therefore, that our :point of view, which leads us to regard 

some of the critical obzervations as unjustified-· or; at least, not fully 

justif'iecl · -- will be better understood when the Council gets a cleurer picture, 

for an object:ixe evaluation, of the ac~1ievcnents of the past five years, en 

the one band, and, on the other, of the organic programme and tlle aims tbat the 

Administra"t,ion :pro:poses and plans to achieve in the co:ni.ng five year::;. And we 

hope that the document vrhich we now submit will "help to maintain the discussion 

on a realistic and. concret~ level, as I believe that this would be desirable 

in the interests of the Territory to which we all dedicate our most vigilant 

care. 

I shall leave tq Mr. Spinelli who, until a month .ago, has served as 

Secretary-General to the Trusteeship Administration, the task of illustrating 

the document and of cl~rifying the position of the AdministerinG Authority. 

I feel that no one ~ould be better qualified to do this because of the personal 

experience and insight in the various complex problems that Mr . Spinelli has· 

acquired in fulfilling the most delicate assignments within the Administration, 

during the past f~ve years, which, indeed, may I point out, cover the entire 

stretch of the aGtivity of the Trusteeship ever since it came into being. 

For my part , I only wish .to add a few considerations concerning three 

aspects of the situation in Somaliland. 

· First of- all, I should like to mention the development of the political 

institutions. It is with great :pleasu~e that I avail myself of this 

opportunity to make an announcement here which I consider of particular 

importance. On 16 June the Trusteeship Administration adopted various measures 

designed further to increase the participation of Somalis in the political and 

administrative life of the Territory. The first of these measures was the 

appointment of the Somali official, Mr . Hassan Nu:r Elmi, as head. of the Hiran 

region. Representatives on this Council will real iz_e , no doubt, the 
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significv.nce of this move : the administration of one of the six regions . .... , 

• comprising the Terri tc.ry is thus entrusted completely to Somali officials . ... . . 
'I'M.s is a new decisive step in the direction of the progressive "Son:alization" 

. • ' 

of political aud adm~nistrative services , which has been the consistent 

pal.icy of the Trusteeship Administration. 

The second measure concerns the set ting up of a Committee, composed of 

representatives or the various So~ali political parties , with the pur~ose of 

assi sting the .Administration, in an advisory capacity, in the exert!ise of its 

executive power. This also is a step the importance of which it is hardly 

necessary to strer:s, as it is intended to provide Somali elet1Emts with t l1e 

necessary experience in the delicate functions o f government th~t they will 

be ca lled upon to fulfil. We foresee t.l1at , in its opening session, this new 

Committee will deal , at.ong other. things , with such func.amento.l q_uestions as 

·the incidents between tr:tbes , which are · the ·ob ject of constant preoccupation 

on the part of the Italian Administr ation . 

Other measures of. 16 June include : first, the appoint ment of five new 

Somali district chi ef~ , in Beletuen, Brava , Itala, Bala and Margherita , 

respectively, thus r aising the total of Somali district chiefs to twelve out 

of thirty; second, the appointment of two new vice-district chiefs , in Obbia 

and Itala, respectively, raising the total to twenty-three_ out of thirty; 

third, t he appointment of the Somali official as assistant t o the Director 

of _Economic Development , of another Somali of:f:'icial as head of the se(!retariat 

of the .Secretary-General, and of a third as member of t he Administrator ' s 

privu._te s e cretariat . These l ast thr ee appointments have the effect c'f 

increasing considerably the participation of Somali elements in the activities 

of the reost important and deliccte offices of the central Administration. 

I wish ·particularly to point out that these measures are even ahead of 

the time schedule foreseen by the programme which is before this Council . They 

also follow , within a fe11 days , the arrival in Mogadiscio of the new 

Afuninistrator , Ambassador Anzillott,i , clearly bearing out should proof' be 

required -- his firm intention of giving particular care to the achievement of 

the process of 11Soma.lization11 with the niaximura speed a nd amplitude c·onsistent 

with the efficient workings of. the A4rriinistration . 
, .... 
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I now coree to the question of the economic development of Somaliland and 

the p:-oblem of' :tt s •·r:.ne.ncing. The Italian Trusteech:.p Adm:l.nistration has 

contini.l.ed to implercent the plan tbat ,:: as submitted to this Council at ·its 

fourteenth session. 'Itiis plan, tbe Council knows, was drawn up on the lines 
I suggested by -the report prepared ::.n lS,53 by Dr . Malagodi, an expert cf 

international repute in economic and financial mat·t;ers . T.-ie· documents before 

the Council _shov the first important steps towards the implementation of the 

prog:.g,:mrre. 

Ifa.t~·o.lly, the Territory 1s limited economic· and fiaancfa.l resoureae are 

decisive f'acto:rs in conditioning the i;ossibilities of its c:.evclopri:ent. T.ae 

Italian Adlnini.::;tra.tion :!.s the first to realize that this re.:!.ses serious 

quest ions with r egard to the economic and financial situation of the Territory 

-when , after 1960, it will. have acquirec. full independenc:eo 

It -was precisely for this reason that the Italian .Admir.istration viewed 

most favourably the decision reached l .~st year by the Trusteeship Cou..'1cil and 

by the Genercl AssembJ.y to ask the International Bank for Reconstruction and ' . 

Development to undertake
0

the study of the sit uation in Sorna.lila::id. 

Actually, we· are • already in possession o-:f a · considerable nuraber of reports 

drafted by ir:cf.i:..·untior!o.lly .. rn·11 • known experts end · spe?iclists bearing on the 

various secto:!:'s o:f economic ·a.ctivity·which concern Somali territory. The n:ore 

imr>ortant of these report s , en\!Ir.erated in the list which we distributed last 

week, are at the•·.disposal of _reI?resentatives on the T~usteeship. Council. 

But -what the A~1inistration wm.ild particularly welcome at th:!-s point is that 

the Bank, with . all the authority conferred upon it by its .specific competence 

and h::.gh technical q_ual ifications , would gi~re an over -all and. gzneral opinion 

on the situation' and on the r eal. possibilities of economic develop·:nent in the 

Te~ritory. 

I know that the ·_c·ouricil has· been tnforit.ed by the Secretariat of the 

contacts which have ·alrea'dy taken plc~e with th·e pUTpose of carrying out the 

sun·ey in question ana., in pa:rticulo.r , of the reply given by the Bank . In 

view of the cor..s i de:ratio~s which I have al!'eady stressed, the Ite.lian 

Government considers it purposeful to insist that the Bank, as foreshadowed 
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in its re:9ly, should be willing to consid_er the matter again and, therefore, 

to accept to un3.ertake the mission, On its part, the Italiun Govc:::-n.,1ent will 

naturally be very glad to address a direct invitation in this senc~ to the 

Banl~, requesting also that the final report should be presented concurrently 

to this Cou;.1cil. 

In this attit_ud.e the Administeri!lg A1,;,.thority is inspired by the si:icere 

conce~~ to have available, with the sh~rtest poss~ble delay, a report which 

will e!lable it to present to this Council defi!li te propc:mls concerning the 

establishn:en~ of the vo.rious problems which independent Somc-:.liland -will have 

to deal with after 1960_. 1:'hus, the Unj_teci Nations and Italy may undcrto.ke 

irnroeo.io.tely to seek the most adequate means towards the eventual zolution of 

such problems, i11 the best interests of indepe!3dent Somaliland and in compliance 

with General Assen:bly resoluti?n 855 of 14 December 1954 . 

I shall close these remarks with a brief reference to the question of 

the frontier between Somaliland and Et-hiopia. Purei.ant to the resolutions 

voted at their most recent sessions by the Trusteeship Council and the 

Gene::.'al Assembly, the Ital ian Governmellt has not ceased in its efforts to . 

proceed with c.irect negotiations with the Ethiopian Government . We are 

perfectly aware, in fact, of the importance that the Council and the Assembly 

rightly attribute to the solution of this important problem. Accordir.gly, the 

question has been raised again, on various occasion~ , by the Italian 

A~bossador in Addis Ababa in his contacts with the competent Ethiopian 

authorities, From a recent message I .now understand that , following a new 

step by the Ambassador on 20 May, the Ethiopian Foreign Minister _informed the 

An:\bassa.6.cr that be would receive him today -- 28 June -- in connexion with our 

past proposalz for direct negotiations . No further detailed information is 

available so far on this matter . Needless to add, the Italian Government, 

for its part , sinccrely hopes that a final settleme~t _satisfactory to both 

parties concerned may be reached, and it will continue to make every effort 

in that direction. 

I 
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r-~r. SP:1:i\1E!,I,I ·(sp;~ial represent~tive· for Somaliland. under I talian ______ .,___ . , •• 

administration): · ·Despite my·many"year~· ·of ~xp~fi~·nce in Somaliland, it yill .not . 

be eas-;j' ior me to try' to· c·l~rif} s~~~. ~/ th~ ~os t i ·~portant asp~_cts of the basic 

problP.ms • of that Territory. • I have used the word II cl~rify1
' because _ lat~ly I 

have read and listened· to reany ideas about ~o~aliland which, to anyon~ ~a~iliar 

with the real problems of the country, sound s_omewhat conftised and certai!lly 

unrealjstic . I think this is mair.ly due to a certain tenden~:t which I have 

noticed lately to "c1iscover11 Souialiland or to discover at a czrt?..in moment or 

from time· to tit::e tl:a:t the problems of Some.liland are. really very complicated 

and very dif::'icult to solve. 

In my o~iniori, this is not at all new. The fact that the problems of 

Sorealiland were and at~ very complicated and very difficult to solve was very 

well known . to the United ·Na,tion~ ii:1· 1949 anc1 in 1950 when the United Nations 

entrusted the administration of the· Territory to my country, _and requested Italy 

to foster the development·· of free political institutions. in the col.!!ltry_ and to 

promote the social, economic ancl educational advancement of its inhabitants . 

In· my opinion; if we really wish to appraise in _a realistic way what has 

been done up till now iri'Soinaliiand and what the Administrati on .intends to do in 

the next i'i ve years, we must fi;st of all have a cl~~r idea of . what Somaliland 

was like in 1950. • I went to··somaliland in '19~0~· a~~ I wni. no; ~ry to give the 
. . • . 

members of the · Council a resume of the situation as it was then. In this. 

country of just over a million inhabitants , 80 per. cent of. t~e-people wer~ _living .. . . • . • . ' . 

en what may be called a subsiite~~e -~concmy. They led a now..a.~ic life. The 

remaining 20 per cent··of th~ 'popula·tion lived ·on the margin of what at that 
. . : 

time was the monetary economy cif the co~try~ Ther~ were .no . legislative organs 
. ' . . . . ' . . • 

of any kind and the Somalis did not take any important part in the 

administrative organizati on of the counti-y. 

In the other fields, "the _si tuatio°n was no more encouraging. . I remember . 

that in the health ·and sanita ry i~stitutions of the country there were only 

twenty· physicians, and·they ~ere limit~d t~ the most impor~ant centres of 

Somaliland·. About 2~800 • chil~en and adults were . a:ttendi~g, _ele~ent9:ry classes, 
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mainly in the three most importapt cities o'f the Territory, Mogadiscio, Merca 

and KiGmay0u. The only secondary school which was open in l949 had an enrolment 
of about 25 young Som9.lis. J\.c::t:l.v:tty in ag:r.1iuJ_t,.::!'e, i ndt:stry o.nd trade 'W'as 

very limited on account of the .ra.r and t:1e postwar period, and the part played by 

• the Somalis in this a~tivity was very limited and quite insignificant . 

I vill now try to show what we have done in the last five yeo.rs ana. what 
we intend to do in the nex.t five yec.rs. I cannot say that we have registered 

re~arkable or notable progress in all fields, -but I can assure the meobers of the 

Trusteeship Coun~il. that the inade9.uate res~·~s achieved in ms~;y instances 

sho\tld not be e.scribed to a lack of good will on our :part. 

In the political field, and to a lesser extent in the educational field, 

we feel tho.t substantial progress has been mad_e in the last five years. BJ' 

n:.eo.ns of the Territorial Cqu!)cil and the other councils that we have creo.ted in 

the Territory •since 1950, we have succeeded in preparing a sufficient number of 

Somalis for the -legislative activities of t he Assembly, which will be elected 

within -the next two months by universal suffrage . Up to the present, the 

Territorial Council has been a consultative and advisory bocly, but I have to add 

that in the last few years, although an advisory body, tl1e Council has· in fact 

represented what can be called a real legislative body to the point_that the 

electoral ordinance, which was enacted a few months ago for the new elections, 

was entirely proposed by this body and was a~cepted and approved by the 

Administrator. 

As the roembe::.·s of the Council heard a few minutes ago from the 

representative of Italy, within the last few weelts we have been able to appoint 

a committee of representatives of different parties to assist the Adnri.nistra.tor 

in his functions as chief executive officer of the COlL~try. 

In order to prepare personnel qualified for administrative functions in the 

Territory, in 1950 the Administration founded a political and administ rative 

school. During the last five years this school has been attended by more than 

150 students, and the first graduates. from that school have alreedy been entrusted 
with the most important posts in the cent ral and local governments . And as the 

members of the Council also heard a few minutes ago , about ten days ago one of 

these graduates was appointed as head of one of the six regions of the country. 
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... .. . ,, ·. 

Turning from th~ political to the educational. '.:field, .l ;nust st;~e t~a.t we 

have encountere 'd ~ome-diffi.culti~·s ··1·n.·our work of. de~eloping the _ •• educational ' 

organiiat:t6n ~f· the c~unt.ry. • The ,ma.in . difficulty encc~nteri-d. waa' ~iiaf. of the· · 

limited. nuniber· of Some.l~- peo;le wh6 ·ente~e~ the vocation of teaching! ·.-. Until a • • 
, . • ' . l 

few months ago, ·unfortur.atelywe have not be~n able to find sufiicient Soreali •• 
-

teacher:s· to open all the schools vre · inten.ded to open. · Luckily, however, in .. ·.. . . • 

March last~ when the r.ew. tea~her training cou:i;s~--star.ted, we :found there wer~ 

more than 130 • app].J c,., tic.ns for t~a·t new course, compar~d with an a.ve;age of 30 

or.3~ ~urin~ __ l;he _p:.~~t f'our y~ars . •. This. for us was extremely encouraging news, 

because ' we feel th,~:t f-rr.;m ·no,.:,: omm~·ds we 
' ► -· ·' • ' • • 

shall be able to increase.the pace · of 

·t;he country, in· which there are now. 

and. about 900 in secondary and 

de·,;'!_l.opment in t he educational system of . . . . 
.23,000 pupil~ ~n the e·lementary schoo1s . , , . : 
p:rofessiono.l s r.1:ools . • We hope that it will be easy for us to go. ev:en beyo~d 

the objective v e l'lad set for 1%0, that is, to have 50.,000 pupils.in the · 

ele!l).e~~ary schoc,1.3 and about 2 ,ooo students in t he secondary and professional:: : · : ',: · • • · . • ' . ' 

schools ~. When : err:i.·-red in Somaliland in 1950, there was one Somali student · •• · 

atteridi.r.1g ~ secondary s~-::hool abroad. .. .. . . ' 

; • ..... , .. , . . . 
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Now, thanks also to the generosity of the Egyptian Government and the 

Egyptian people, there are _frcm 300 to 400 young Somalis who are studying 

abroad. They are following courses in secondary or professional schools in 

Italy, in Egypt and many other Arab countries and in the United States 9f 

America, and some of them are already entering colleges or universities . 

If we. have encountered a few difficulties in our development plans for 

education, I am bound to say that the handicaps with which we have had to deal 

in the social and economic fields were much bigger. In the economic and 

social fields, . the most important factor, much more important than n:oney, 

is time,und we have realized that in our work in Somaliland the same rule applies 

to that. country. I am not going to say that we have made no real progress 

in the economic and social fields during the last five years. On the contrary, 

if y,ou read the documents we have presented to the Council, you will see among 

other things that the consumption level of the Somali population has 

substantially increased. You will also see that the internal re·1enue . has 

increased to over 37 million Somalos frcm a little more than 20 million Somalos, 

and that the total figures for external trade, which amounted in i949 to about 

50 ~illion Somalos, has now reached the average figure in the last few years of 

130 million Somalos . You will see that Somali-managed firms, which practically 

d::.d not exist in 1950, are now taking contracts for public works in ever 

increasing nuobers . 

You will see that the Somali farmers, through the co-:operatives which we 

have been able .to organize and with the help of the new banking institution 

created and financed by the Administration, are quite rapidly learning new 

methods and techniques for cultivating the land. You will see that we have 

started a large-scale programme for transforming the main tracks of the country 

into what are called 11all-weather11 roads. In the last six months we were able 

to stabilize, if that is the right word, about 100 miles of the 500 miles of 

roads we intend to stabilize by 1960, so that the main corununication lines from 

Mogadiscio to Chisimaio and from Mogadiscio to BeletUen will, by 1960, be roads 

which can be used all year round~ 
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You · wiil see; in _ our-d.ocutlents that·.· hospitals and. dispensaries have . 

inci-easec1 in number . and that. the old 011es _ have .. been renovated,_ wh~le. against 

t\1enty. l)hyS'icians who were in• the coun:try in 1950 ,.,~. have now reached a total 

of over seventy~ •. You will ~ee -that a new social insurance syst_em has been: .• 

established and that,. since the beginning of 1954., . -the: A~inistratio~ has begun .-. 

a.. ·la rge progre.mne of' . well drill.ing, which is 9eing carried out by spec fal . teams • · 

organized ' in . the:. last two yep.rs . · . . 

•• • ilhi'le on -the snbjcc.t of. this programme of well. drilling, . I sho'l.lld like to • 

say -- -- e.nd I hop:! :t}?.e~memb(or-s ·of' the Visiting Mis.sion will take this in the 

right spirit i--- . t~-:at.. I have been unable to understand the concern of the ... • 

Visiting Mission about·. this. matter. Before starting on this progrrur.m~, - the 

Italian Administration as.ked a number of' Un~ted· Ste:tes . and _Italian· ground water 

experts to c·o··,e to the. country and make surveys of the ground uater poss.ibilities . . . . . . 

After the sur··,~ys hac been mac1e, we _had, many_ te~s of Italian specialists . •. _, -

t~--'! vellihg th-.:c-ugh the various . r egions of the country to select t~e localities 

most suitable 1or the new wells, and. naturally ;in choosing the localities the 

t eams, which as I have just -said were . composed of_ Italian specialists who . had 

known ·the country for many years, ~ook into consideration the ratio between the .. _ 

water· suppiy and the pastures, and they also. took into consideratfqn the . 

livestock population o:f the area. It -was _not the Administr_ation' s . id_ea, at 

least for the-moment, to. increase the livestock population of' the C?Ul'.ltry by 

means of .this large-scale progrrumne; of well drilling. What .we. r.ea):1.y intended 

to'· a·o was · to exploit many of' the ·innumerable · pastures . which · eiisteq in 
. . . . . 

Somaliland and which it had not .been possible to exploit hitherto. because_<of 

the· lack of water supply. At the same time, ,we intended :tha:t tµe pr()gramme ._ .. _ 

would assure all the tribes of Somaliland suffi_ci~_n'4 '.'rate_r s_upplies during all .: 

s·easons of the year. In addition,· the .dr;i.-lling ,of the wells will naturally 

induce many of the tribes gradually to , change ·the_ir way of: .life from a __ really 

nomadic· ·li:fe to what might be ·called a semi- nomadic life. 
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I cannot understand the preoccupation of the Visiting Mission with the 

idea of controlling access to the wells, since everybody who knows the country 

and has a fair knowledge of the habits of the Somali people knows very well that 

in Somaliland each pasture zohe belongs ~o a certain group of tribes, and 

naturally once in a while it happens that one group of tribes ~ill try to enter 

the zone of another group, but the control of access to the wells existed before 

the new wells were bored. In the great majority of cases the tribes would 

always .use _the water which existed in their ... own pas·ture zone and it was only in 

a -very small percentage of cases that there was any difficulty. ';l'here is 

therefore no need to worry about the control of access to the water. 

On the question of the new wells, all the possible inconveniences that could 

arise are mentioned in that. part of the Visiting Mission's report which is devoted 

··to· the problem o-f the wells_. • It is stated, for instance, that the pumping 

facilities migl.-t break down. Naturally; that happened quite often at the 

beginning, but we shall not stop poring new wells just because the pumping 

machinery is liable to break down. To do so would be as if, fifty years ago, 

we had refused to use electric power because the machinery was liable to break 

dmm~· We have to take risks, and it may be that for the next two or three • 

years the arrangements in connexion with the wells will not be the most perfe~t; 

but we are improving our organization day by day and this programme. of providing 

new wells is something which the po~ulation has greatly appreciated. We pave 

proof of that every day from the different tribes which are using the water. 

This is not -the only point on which we cannot share ~he view of the Visiti6g 

Mission, but I shall limit myself to one mor e point, which is conc~rned with the 

development plan we presented to the Trusteeship Council last year. According 

to the Visiting ·Mission, . this is more a catalogue of public works than a 

comprehensive economic development .plan. Apart from the fact that half of that 

plan is dedicated to the development of the agricultural and. zootechnical 

resources of the Territory, do not the members of the Visiting Mission feel that 

in a country like Somaliland the creation of what might be called "social 

capital" -- meaning roads, har bour facilities and so on -- is an essential 

prerequisite of the real economic de_velopment of the country? 
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I hew~ tried._ up 1;o nm-1 . to gi v.e yo~ . a gene1·~l idea of .wr,~:t _:thE: 

Ito.lien Aclminintration has peen -able to do in, the ,l~st fiye year~ .. and, what. 

it intends.· to do in •ti1e next five y~ars. . . : , 

!n -the ... ,politica.l _field, t~e . .encouraging ~esults we have had. up to now . 

make . us feel ·certain ,. th~t py 1960 t~e 9ountry, by means of. f'i:ee ,and democratic . . . . . . . . . 
institutions, will h°: ve .reached a stable ~rganization which will aUow Som,E1-:liland 

to continue. its political life. . _ 

I.~ : the . econo;:t.~.c nnd soc_ial· f'.ield1 __ the _ results of the large-sca~e ~nv~_~tme.1;t 

pl•·:1 , the e·,er-in-~.:-sas!ng part;icipc.tion .of tb~ population, the contribution of the . . .. \,' 

population to the rev-~nue of . the country end a decrease in the defic~t of_ . 

the balance of pay1uent_s .-.- i f these will not allo,1 the new country _tQ r~ach· 

complete self-sufficiency, it will surely put the country in a position 'lfhi_ch_ 

will be quite n::-,ar to _what I could ca.l:l "a .ch9:nc_e ot vio.bil_ity". If the 

country \Till t!•:.it be v~able , · it will be much ne8:!'er ~o Yiability them it 

was ·fiYP. -yea.:-~s . ngo . That. is .wha_t we .expec_t . tq ac;:comp_lish· by 

19_6o . 

. · --Perhaps,., .tome may f~~l that that i~ ,not enough. Anyhow, I say -~~a.in 

that Italy will not spare any ·effort, . as it has- not spared ~Y .. -effort in the 
.. . . . . . . 

past, or any financial saG:t:ifice to fulf'~l it_s d-:..tties.. In fulf~13:1ng its , 

duties, we }lope- that we _wi~.1 -_a;i,weys be o.ble .to. count on the help of the_ ., . . . 

Advisory Council which has followed our work very closely and wit~ real. and 

great unders.tanding •. 

MY:: ,cquntry _has undertaken -t}?-is dut;y,. or .. _h_elping Somal_ile.nd towards . • . 

independe_nce without .expecting any returns --. ;r. .repeat, •.without expecting ~ny 
- • • - · t • .., •• . • 

returns -- and ;r think _that.. my: co.untry shou;l.d ,be _considered as one of; t):le 

great contrib~tors -to the Go.use of the United Nations . I 8.!n not go~ng_ to . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . .. . •.. '. . 
say how many mill.ions.·. of ·dollars we spend .. o_r :leave in Somaliland e_very year. 

\ • • ' • • ~ - 1 • • • • . : •• 

I :1 ;:>, not_._wish to. st~ess t~s point. . I (?nlY ,-~ant_tp say .'" -. and ! think th~t I 

am repeating what I have .' so.id previously. in this Council -'." that · in fulf'illi1;1g 
• . . ' .. . . .. ' . . . 

our ·duty we l:\ay~· be~n .able. to ·count :on the co-op~ration of- the Som_ali peoI?le, 

and we consider that our real and best reward. 
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Mr. de HOLTE CASTELLO (Chainaan of the Advisory Council for Somaliland) 
'. ·. 

( :ln-berprctation from li'rench): 011 Behaif of the Advisory Council -arid 1.n my capac:i±y 

ao _Chairman, I have the honour· to preoent _to _ the Council a. report on our · 

a(; t i vitics f-rom the period l April 1951i to the end of March 1955 (T /1172). 
I should. like to draw your e.t·tention 'to the special importance not so 

much of our r~port, but to the pe.riod which it covers. _ On the one hand, 

this period marks exactly the half-way mark on the road which Somalilond must 

cover under the aegis of the United Nations and of the Government of Italy· 

before its independence is proclv.imed~ The year 1955 therefore constitutes 

a date of importance in the his t..ory of Sorualiland for, as we· look behind· us, 

we may see the read already covered and the progress achieved since the 

signing of the Trusteeship Agreement. In loolting ahead, we can also begin 

to form an idea of what this country will be when it receives its national 

sovereignty. 
On the other -bond, the period which has just elapsed is of special 

importance for another reason. It is in fact a period of transition between 

two epochs; or.e or these epochs was· especially devoted to study and research, 

while the other saw the implementation, and continues to see the implementation, 
. • . 

of final and precise plans and ·the beginning of their implementation. As can 

be seen from the report of the Advisory Council, this latter period is 

charact~rized by the establishment of specific project~ and of decisiohs· which 

will determine the future of Somaliland, particularly in the political and . 

economic fields. 

The fact that the first months of the year 1955 constitute · a. period of . 

exceptional importance for the .development· of Somalilo.nd is shown, not only 

in such achievements and such results as the sicning of the Italian-f,merican 

Agreement for , the development of the Te;ri tory or the e.stablishment of the 
' district councils, but also by the declaration made on 21 _March to tpe 

Advisory Council by the Acting Administra.tor of the Terri t 'ory, Mr. Spinelli, 

who, in broad outline and ?ith precision, recalled the res,ults up to riolt that are 

leading the Te:r:ritory to the achievement .of its iridependence. He has indicated 

the broad outlines of the actions that the Administration ~ontemplates _for the 

coming years. 
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The Advisory Co',,fficil ·,has considered .. it :-nece.ss_ary_, to 1:·eproduce _these 

statements in ·1 ts report since they.constitute . the ~eply of the Aclminis·tration 

to important ciuest:i.ons which the Coun6il has raised .. in -e;...1>re.ssing its views or 

sugce::;ti"oris.· • 'I'liese declaro:t;ions constitute, in a way, e.n encouraging . 

conclusion to the work o-f . the Advi.so1·y Council for the period which has 

elapsed, since the weasures contemplated ·. by the Administering Authority .... · th~ . -. 
" 

all:vice of the Counc-il and now: the sto.tcmentQ. of: the Acting · Administ::ator· .-~ . 

constitute a coherent; whole. 

'J.l'hio period ;_z of great importance · in the preparation of. Soma.liland for : 

independence, • o.ud i ;!; 't!a.s s.ccq!r.pe.nied by ·6pecial activities on the-part . of 

the Advisory CoL~nci l. . On t he one hand, the· Council. ·met for 189 days during 

the period.. 'l'his r0quires · a quo:r.um or two members present. For eighty-three 

days o.11 three :nembers of the Council-: were in Mogadiccio. These figures 

have never· yet, ·t.-ecm attained. • On the other he.nd, a rapid and hasty glance. 

at the report of the Advis?l'Y Commi ttec. • suffices to , show that . the m.unber l;ltid 

importance of ·t.:.~.<:? opinions given during this pe~iod:malre .it the most active . 

and the ·most s±[snificant in the history of the Council. -

In fact·, if· it wus -possible :co · .-d:tspoc;e .-of .. the backlog which was a.cc1,unulated 

for various .reasons-, eild· -to give. the:.e. opinions t o t;he Administerng Authority, 

Which called: for resee.rch o.nd for · difficult and· delicate .studies, this was. 

only due to ·the· careful utilization of time ·cmd also due .to the presence of the 

members of the Council for a ·1ong time in-Mogadiscio. and to a very clos.e •:. , • 

co-operation betwee::i the Council and:the Secretariat. : In fact; the presence 
' . 

in Mogadisoio of · two; and then of three, members of .. the Council in September and 

i~ October, and the meeting of three members from January t9 Nay 1955, made it 

possible to study thoroughly, ·pendit1g q1:1estions which were then discussed with 

the responsibie· autl1orities of ·the·-'.rerri'tory. 

It · was during this lo;tte1·. period · t hat, the Administering Author! ty, in close 

conta.~t ,with the· AdviSory Council, -,proceeded· in tb,e political and economic fields 

to make a particularly clone study.'-of certain problems which are am9ng 'the most 

• importa11t . fol! .' the . developmen·t of . Somaliland.. . ·, ·· 
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The Advisory Council has deemed it necessaxr to submit its report ·in a 

d::..:ferent form, a form which is clearer and more adapted to the growing number 

of problems with which it deals. 

The first chapter is devoted to general questions such as the functioning 

of the Council, its relations with the Administering Authority and the local 

population, the dissemination of. informat-ion on the United Nations~ The 

Trusteeship Council will also find in it the statements made to the Advisory 

Council by the Acting Administrator of S?maliland on 21 March 1955, statements 

.which, as I ho.ve pointed out,,. have a special significance. 

The f,our following chapters deal with political, economic, social and 

educational questions. Each of them is divided into two parts: on the one 

hand, a statement of the facts which the Council consi_d~red should be preocn·tcd1 • 

s~ as to make more plti.usible the ad.vice given -to the Administering Authority, and 

some suggestion~ were also given; on the other hand, a statement of these 

opinions was given, accompanied by the -action taken, if any. 

Chapter II deals-with political questions. It is otvious that in this 

field the Territory has entered a period of rapid development. The activities 

of political parties, the senae of responsibility which is developing among 

the political chiefs; the -intei·est which the Somalis take in the administration 

of public affairs and the establishment of institutions -- whether they be · new·, 

lL~c the district councils .and the municipalities · or old ones which have been · 

improved and bet·ter adapted •- are proof that the e;ffort made is general on the 

part of·both the Administration and the populations. 

One munt note in particular the interest which the Territorial Council has 

· displayed -on the question of the organization of the impending general elections. 

With the agreement of the .Advisory Council1 -the Aclministering Authority has let 

the Territorial Council free to choose its electoral procedures which all 

political parties wish to see followed to ·the exclusion of all others. The 

discussion in the Territorial Council lasted for more than one week, and it ·has· 

shown not only a sense of responsibility, but also the political sense acquired 

by the members of that Assembly. 'I'hese elections will take place throughout 

. the 'ferri tory, and the rural populations will, for the first time, be in a position 
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Chainnan of the ldvisory Council) 

to l)c.rticipute in the 1mllot1nG.' Th~; Cou11cillo1·s.~)lho\rill thus be. elected 
. • •' •. , ••• . ' • • • •. ! , •• • 

will remain in o:ffice t 1.hti.i 19:58. Hew elections w111 ·lie held . on that da:te 
. . \ • ~ : • • • •• . t. . . . : : ·· : 

'1hich will lead to the f6rreation o·f the Af;isembJ.y ~rhich vill have the job ,o'f: .. . .. . 
preparing ,ind adoptin1 tl ie Constitution of the t:uture Somali: State . . . . . . . • .. . •' 

On the re0 io:ml level, the mm.:ber of municipalities will be incre.ased, . . , . . . . . . , , 

as will t he po~T(.;rs oi' the .mmic:pal ccuncilG , wh5.le. o.t t,he i:;wne time the _new 

dis~rict counci2.s ~rill raoke it po::wible .for the rural populations to take .al'.l . 

ever- lncre·o:dn~ part in the adr:linistration of J..ccal affairs, . 
•. •• • ! . . 

,. It ic w::. t!1 ·c,? '.•c iul rw.tiofaction tho:t the Advisory Council has velccmed the . . • • .. , •, · 

de_c._le.r~tion ·bi' tl11 Ac:i,1:•.:rtGtc:1 lnc J,t1tl10ri ty to the effect that an effort .will be . . . . 
me.de tJ.fter the t;c nc..r~: E:: .:::c :.;ioas .:::-:elusively to entrust to Somali'.officie.ls . , . . . . . . . . . 
the adminis tra t-ion OJ., entire regions. lt has also wel_cc!lled , with the sfli!le 

saticfact,icn tlie pj.c.n to entri.wt c.>:cluoively to .Som9.li }lerso_nnel p~sts o,f . ,, .. · . ,:.. .. ' '. 
district chiefs v.ncl._ to be[.:in the l)r acticcl--training of territ_orio.1 councillor.s 

·..:, . . 
fc ~ the f'uncti::-,::::; o f cowicillora of the chief:, of the Territ.ory. 

. .. . 
. • .. . t 

•' .: 

: .:' 

•·, :; . 
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Chairm':l.tl o:f the ~·01•y Council) 

I do not wish to overlook the fact that the Territoria.1 Council has • 

chosen the natior.e.l eroblem of SomaJ.iland, a five-point white star on e. 

background of United l!a.tions blue. The Sorn_eJ.1 flag was raised for the 

first time in Mogadiscio on 12 October 1954 in .the presence of e.n immenc-c 

and enthusiastic crcwd. 

The section of the report on political advancement deals with the 

difficult problem involved in the settlement of the frontier question between 

Ethiopia and Soma.liland. There :i.s no question. but this settlement should be 

made as early as :possible. The •rrusteesbip Council has received the :protest 

lodged in January of this year by the chiefs of the political parties with the 

Advisory Council. On the occa.sion of a demonstration in which a:pproximately 

201000 persons participated, a protest was ruade against the signing of an 

agreement between Ethiopia and the United Kingdom concerning the regions 

in which the provisional frontier line between Ethiopia and Somalilend 

lies. It 1s obvious that, in recommending that the populations concerned 

should be consulted, the Advisory Council had in mind only the population 

which is directly concerned with the drawing up of the frontier bet-ween 

Ethiopia and Sornalilo.nd under Italian administ~ation, and not the populations 

referred to in the protest of the politica.l parties of Soma11J.-a.nd._ 

Finally, I should like to point out that, on 20 April 1955, the first 

organized elections took place in two newly established mun1cipa.11t1es and 

that the number of voters reached such a high proportion as to be worthy 

of mention. In the community or DugiUina more than 9; per cent of the 

regiGtercd voters participated in the balloting. We can but congratulate 

the Somalis on their sense of civic responsibility. 

Chapter III is devoted to economic end financial question~. These are 

the most delicate and complex questions, as the Council is aware, which 

arise in the Territory. In fact~ by means of a real tour de force> one 

must convert in a few years the economy ot a decidedly under-developed 

eountry into that of a country which is self-sufficient -- not entirely 

self-sUff1c1ent perhaps, but at least to e.n exte~t which will assure it of 

a certain independence. The Advisory Council, for eighteen monthsJ has 

\ 
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(Mr. de Holte Caotello; 
Chairman of the Advisory council) 

. • . • :. • . r \ ..... ·• • • • • . • - • .• '- • • . • · • - - .. . 

e.t cention to · ·these ·problems, as may be seen from the 

arid als6 from the '.:report. which I have· the 'honour to 

desi r 'e ··or the A'ci1iiini'~teri'ng Authori t 'y to erisu~~- the 
economic . development of the · Terrftt>ry .,,as· manfest' first' i~ the plan 

drawn up in 1952. It wo.s • e·:ident next; ixi" the despatch of mission~ to •• •. 

Somaliland, parti-cula;ly tbat of Do;tor Malagodi , whose· report 'is a 

remarkable crystalization of the problems ·which are faced !n promoting ,t~e 

economic and social d·evelopment of the .. Territory. 

Finally,·· it· was • evident in the discussions and· from the conclusion 

of a number of·agr eements between the Governments of the Un:!.ted States and 

Italy,· a · series c:rf ·a·greements v;hich docs not yet seem to be exhausted. 

Neither should I overlbok the precious aid gi~en by certain specialized 
: , · 

agencies,· parti"cule:rly by the Foreign Operations Administration of the 

United States, in the matter of drilling welJ.s, and, finally, by the 

Egyptian Government in:- the field of cotton cultivation. I must -point /out 

that 'j;he advice given by the Adv!.sory· Council ·during _recent months could n·ot .. 
' . 

incorporate the new important fact of the progra.inme of work undertaken under 

the Italo-American agreements. rn-·fact; it was only at the time of adopting 

our report, that we received the detai:led· :i.nformation on· .the·se projects . The· 
Advisory Council has welcomed these arirecroents with satisfo.ct:!.o!l1 ·since they 

furnish the prerequisites for the basic structure necessar·y for the opening · 

up of regions which are the most likely to produce food and industrial ciops, 

without ·,which the population· could subsist on:i.y ·prcco.rionsly and rneat;er.l y~ .' • 

s . 
j"• • 

The -Advi:::ory Council was anxious to e}..']?ress in its report its recogriitf~n· •• 
' . ' 

of the assistance ·rendered to Somaliland, this Territory adopted· by the 

United Nations and entrusted to Itru.y, and of the frofcund interest shown 

by the Government of the United States, w::ich -ho.s given to Somo.liland the 

technical- and financial assistance of which it was in need. Oil prospecting 

is continuing at an accelerated pace. Ue must wait a little longer to find 

out whether Somru:iland will be among those which ovm: the black gold, or 

whether its economy t,iil be baied essent:!.al°ly on o.gricultur~ and cattie.:. 

raising. 



WI// jmc T/PV.625 
28 

(Mr. cle Holte Co.otello, 
Chairman of the Advisory Council) 

The Advisory Council has made known t.o . the Adr,1inistering Authority 

i ta opinion, long withheld for var~ous reasona., on the mining law enfoz:ced 
. . . 

in the Territory a.nd on the contracts concluded by the Adlllinisterin~ Authority 

with the t,ro companies resi:m:sible ~or oil prospecting and also:, possibly 

the :production of oil.. Ws tla.ve studied these questions thoroug~y. The 

Advisory Council had in mi~d impartially the interests of the Te~ritory .and 

the necessity to ensure its development. This was one of the most delicate 

questions in regard to which the Council had to take a stand. Various 

aspects of the econo~ic a.nd .financia.l policy of the Territory have also 

been the subject of numerous studies on the part of . the Council and of 

nany conversations wlth officials of the Administer~ng Authority. r1'he search 

for outle:ts :for thz p:-oducts of the country, the 01·go.nization of industrial 

and agricultural· credits, the support of· crops and industrial operations, 

such as sugar and.bananas, the_ revision of import and export duties, and the 

adaptation of a fine.ncial system to the needs of the treasury and the 
. . 
situation of the taxpayers to the organization of the territorial budget, 

together with its transformn.tion . into en independent budget, t~1e. launching of' 

municipal, financial and other :problems, such as:· the construction of an· 

economic framework with adequate port . facilities and a net·work of . roads , 

represent the major outline of the preoccupations ,.hi~h o'bl:1.gecl t:1e.Act·,1inistaring 

Authority and theAdvisory Council to ducly jointly the problems of econo.mic 

• devel?pment in Somaliland last year. 

Chapter IV deals with social acJ:vc.ncement . Certain information will be. 

found there concerning studies devoted to the improvement of public health 

facilities and the progress achieved. in the carrying out of plans dra,m u:p 

by the Administering Authority and the ILO fo~ t~e protection of .workers. 

This chapter also describes a discucsion of questions. pertaining to hygiene 

and to the construction of cheap housing. Finally, there is the problem _. 

of the revision of the penal system. 
1rhe fifth and last chapter is devoted to questions of _education. The 

Advisory Council felt that it should express a detailed .opinion on c.erta.in 

questions . 
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As regards the five-yeal;'.- plan, from -1952_ _ _:to-·.195.7, the Council felt 

that, since it had been drawn up on the spot with the assistance of UNESCO, 

it would no doubt· be desirable· ths.t that speci'o.lized· agency should be 

consulted on·-its i mplementation and on the results ·achi·eved. 

I ·sho.uid note here . the effort macle by· the Egyptian Government in the 

field of educati.on. One hundred and fifty scholarship· students from 

Somaliland ur-e studying· in Egypt at the expense of the Egyptian Government 

and, under the same conditions, five Egyptian professors ·are teaching' in the -

Mogadiscio Institute of Islamic St-ud.ies. ' The Council also no"ted with interest 

the statement of the Administ:rator per·taining_. to the sendin·g to Italy,· at ·the 

expense of the Ite.lian Government, of twenty Somali students graduated from 

the School of ·Political and A<l1i1inistrative Studies of Mogadiscio; who; after 

several months of training, will ·be given responsible positions in Soroaliland. 

The. last period, :particularly the first wonths of 1955, have been, ·without 

any question, the most productive of decisions e.nd the r1chest in effort 

since the· -signing of the 'rrust,;echi'P Agreement. Certainly) ·-many ·decisions 

remain to be taken · and much effort is yet to be made 
1 

decisions· end ei'for·t -~ 

which .might -discourage more timid souls, but, during the recent months which 

we spent in Somaliland, the members ·of· the Advisory Council had ·the clear • • • 

impression the.t a. new impulse, a voluntary and determined impulse, to overcome· 

all obsta.cles has animated both ·the Ad."ninistration and the Somalis. The 

generous aid granted by certain countries, the climate of confidence, of 

devotlon ·and goodwill which :prevails in the Territory, added to the will to 

suct·eed, are ·token·s of future success. 
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The meeting was suspended .at j.55 p.!!!. and resumed at 4.25 p.m. 

Mr. SALAH (Egypt): The. report _of .the-Advi-scry Council.. for the Trust 

rerritory of Scmaliland has thorougl1ly covered all aspects of the Territory .in 

question. It is in my capacity a.s the representative of. Egypt that I sho_uld like 

to call the attention of this Coµncil to certain points in the political and 

econcmic fields which my delegation considers of particular i mportance. 

Since I had the honour of appearing before this Council l ast year, 

I have had the opportunity to undertake a number of field trips into the hinterland 

of the Trust Territory . covering more tl:,an _4.,ooo f'ilometres by car and about 

3,500 kilometres by air~ Owing to language facility and religious ties, I was 

able to speak directly to the local inhci.bitants ;ln Arabic and they were encouraged 

to approach me openly on sevexal important matters~ This close contact with public 

opinion has made me more conscious of the urgency of seeking solutions to som~ of 

the problems to which I propose to draw the Council's attention at this time . 

The report has described ade~uately the cordial relations that happily exist 

amongst the So~ali political parties on ~he one hand and between these parties and 

the Administering Authority on t:ie other. It.gives me great pleasure to add that, 

as a result of a closer and mo1·e fruitful collaboration between the various Somali 

political parties, a Somali National F:::·ont has been recently formed which has for 

its reain purpose the unity of action vis-a-vis national issues and problems; This 

Front which consists of _four principal cocinittees, namely, political, economic, 

educational and administrative, is still a further tangible proof of' the growing 

maturity of the Somali people and constitutes a good ocen for a promising future. 
' ' 

Another symptom of the political maturity of the Somali nation is the _ever 

increasing interest. manifested i!l the forthcor:iing ne.tional elections for the 

Territorial Council. During my presence in the Territory since April 1954, I have 

heard several political lea_ders explaining to the people, in tmms as well as in 

the hinterland, in simple terms and by simple meens their parties 1 constructive 

platforms, and this, as well as other achievements of the political parties, fully 

justifi~s the confidence of' the United Nations in the constructive role of the 

parties. It is worthwhile noting in this context that the Territorial Council, 
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realizing the important future role which it will shortly be called upon :to play in 

the progressive political evolution of the ·T~rritory ; · has exami'n~d between ·24 and ,. 

30 March 1955, a draft ordinance on electioi.1s to ' the Territorial Council which. was 

auopted after a number of useful amendments and revisions had been . introduced. 

This ordinance -provides, inter alia, 'tliat onJ:y Somalis who are thirty years o:f' age 

or al:love and who are literate in eithe:r Arabic or · Italian can present th_eir 

cand~dacies to the Territorial Council. Thi.s ·will be a great improvement over the 

present Territorial Council amongst whose members ·are a number of illi-tefates . 

These are all prom,ising factors, but it would be erroneous to assu~e that. 

similar progress -is being ·made in.the solution of certain other problems which are 

essentially of a political nature.' The most serious and complex knot . t~.at threatenr 

the peace and security o:r the o.rea, and which 'is capable of leading ·to tragic • 

consequences, is the question of the delimitation of the frontier with E~hiopia . 

This question, as is well known to all of the m~mbers of the Council, bas. been 

pending. since .the establishment of the Trusteeship Administration itself. Several 

resolutions have been adopted by this Council as well as by the General ~ssembly 

urging an early delimitation of ·the frontier, but unfortunately nothing ·has been 

done along that line. 
/ 

In the first two operative paragraphs of its resolution rfo . 854 (IX) of 

14 December 1954, the General Assembly: 

• 
11 Notes viith concern that no p:rcgress has been made to date in t.he direct 

~egotiations between the Government:;; of Ethiopia and Italy on the delimitation 

. of the frontier be~ween the ';[';r:ust Territo;y of Somaliland under Itaiian '. 

administration and Ethopia" • •• 
"Urges the Governments of Ethiopia. and }taly to exert their utmost efforts 

to achieve a f~pal settlement of the frontier question by direct 

negotiations11 • • • 

"Recomnends tha.t, should direct negotiations fail to achieve any' results 

by July 1955, the .two Governnents a~ree to the procedure outlined in General 

Assembly resolution 392 (V) of 15 December 1950." : 
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Ve are n'ow ·a.t the end of _June and I . regret very much ~o say -that the.re is as · 

yet no evidence that direct or indirect ne~otiatioris between Italy ·and Ethiopia 

have b~en initiated; notwithstanding. t}je reg,ues~ of the General Assembly to tha;t 

r~f::'cct ; _.I ·_vfsited t he ·f:contier ·area ·-duripg _September 1954, where I met s.everal 

chiefs and notables of the disputed Oga.den area. wh~ had taken refuge inside ·the 

Trust Territory and~ reported to the Advisory Council on my findings (A/C . 4/277 . " . . 

of 1,.,0 ·r.Iovember 1954) . I visited the· 5f3:tll!=!_ area. ago.in in Ap::dl this y:_ear and was 

quite qisturbed ~hen I d;i.scovered that th_ere had b'een a new wave of .imµgration 

into the Trust Terr::.tory. I have been·· in:formed by some of these imm;igrapts that 

the situatibn • has. ·continued to deterio1·ate and t hat if no early act-ion w~s taken . • 
' . 

:to· relie;.re· tension, the Somalis of Ogaden would not be al,)le to exercise, ,patience 

for ever . • I mi.s told of ·a series of· i ncident_s ., _the latest and most· serious of 
. ' 

whicq had ta.kc;m __ plac·e at Ca~lafo, in the Ogaden area , where eight Somalis were 

killed and a ·la:rger number wounded in a clash with an Ethiopian force . 

I must .make it clear that• most of my information •concerning the situation in 

the disputed areas has been 8fX~hered from 0gaden refugees now living in tbe Trust 

Territory, ~nd that I have not had the- opportunity to visit the Ogaden to confirm 

the accuracy of this information . My delegation deems it essential, however,. that ' 

a United Nat .ions Investigation Corr.mitte~ should b_e. S€:!Il:t: .to those !:l,reas as soon:. as 

possible to find O\lt the facts and to report to the.. United Nations .• 

· • This frontier problem is the legacy left_ ~Y. the British Milita.r~ Aa6inistrsl:ion 

to the .future State .of-Somalia . It is e. well-known ·fact that when the British . . . : ·. . . 
' forces occup,ied the areas ;inhabited by Scmalis they fo'7nd a territory previously 

unified under Italian rule . Even when the Ethiopian Government was restored in 

19.42 , ·the British Military Ad~inistration .continued to admi.rnter the Ogaden as a 

Somali provinc~,· with ·headquarters in fllogadiscio , It is 1nim-.ne.s well that the 

British. conquest and, occupation of So~aliland and adjacent areas had been completed 

by 191+2. What· was then the reason for the British keeping the w:!:lole of the Ogaden, 

which -is now claimed to be Ethiopian, under their rule for a period of six years , 

namely between 1942 and 19481 The, · only convincing ~xplana.tion is that the 

British authorities, who knew the area well, must have been aware of the hi.storical 

and geographical fact that this area was always an integral part of Somalia . 
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It seeu:s th:-:i.t in 1948 a larGe part of the Ogad.en was returned to· Ethiopia . In 

1950, the_ British r•1ilita:::y Authorities_ witho.rew from the 19!~8 line marking the 

easte:.-n bo-andu:.:y of' the Ogat'len and e~tablisl1ed the present P!Ovis:i..onal poundary, 

mu.,ch of 1rhich i::; a straight line wbich ctrts across ce1,..,:;ain tribal areas . 

The United Kingdom-Ethiopian ag::.~eement of 29 Nov~r.iber 1954, n:ade public:' on 

5 J anuary 1955, OV(:!r the 11Hava." and the "Rese·rved Area11
, has complicated the 

problem and was Tl'!et with t-ridespreaC: . demonstrations in Somalia protesting 

against tlle cedj_ng to Ethiopia of additional Somali territories inhabited by a 

purely S01:10.li pop1lation, namely, ·the Havd nr..d_ the Reserved Area , t he eP-stern 

part ·or \rhich adjoins the provis.ional bouDde.ry ~ We have reed. about tl1e 

dissatizfnction andp:-a~ects even inside the British protecJced pa:.·t of Somaliland 

which culminated in the sending of a Sorn,.li delegation to London to protest 
. ' 

and to explain. the facts anu the actual situation to the United Kingdom Government 

and Parliament • 

I have been asl.:ed ·by a number of outstanding political leaders of the Trust 

Territory to inform the Council that the territory inhabited. by Somalis is their 

own, an!l not the personal p1·operty of ~n;r Power which can dispose of it as it 

pleases . The Somali people detest the terms "Reserved Area" and "Disputed 

' Ogaden Area11
, and. "Provisional frontier line11 which denote partf- of t heir m:m 

homeland, and consicer · it a mere political ~reation by certain Powers to justify 

arbitrary dispose,l of pure S01_nali . territol'y, 

Ny delegation stresses its· earnest wish that a fair and satisfactory 

set:tlement to this inflamrna.ble probleu shou;!.d be sought as soon as possibl'e, 

and not left to the infant State of Somalia. Taldng into consideration the 

fa.et that the Ethiopian delee;ation to the United Nations made it crystal clear 

in the General Assembly that it no longer recognized any previous agreements 

concluded with I taly on the Somali-Ethiopian frontier, it seems thi:1-t the only 

alternative is to focus our attention on the landmark year of 1935. Ethiopia has 

the r:i.ght to cla:!.m the areas over which. it did t hen actually exercise rights· of 

sovereignt;> and. administration, but would it be fair and just to cede to Ethiopia 

territories int.abited by people who are ethnically, religiously, and 

linguistically foreign to Ethiopia, and over which it has nevar exercised any 

vestige of sovereignty? 



RSH/ns -~/PV . 625 
• 35 '. 

(Mr. Salah, EgyI?.!_J 

T~:ie . U~.ited Nations , the ~ha,mp;Lon &.nd guardian of rights of nations, must not 

lose s~ght of the sacred ~i~hi ~f . self~q.~t.erroination i~ seeldng a ~air soiution . ,• . . . . . . 
t9· -phis p1·0~::..em. The Egyptian · delegation suggestc therefore th~t • a plebiscite 

• . • . - ' • . ·. 
should be held . in -_~he disputed a~~~as in th~ very near future, . un~er internatiopal. 

supervi sion, sq that the people of these areas can express freely the.ir choice. 
' . . -

•. Now_ turning to _the economi<? fi~ld, my . delegation can only r eiterate with 
• l • • • •• 

greater e;nphasis what it stated before this Council last year e.nd ·what has been 
' • , . • . : 

c_onfir1~ed in the f;i.ndings of _the Visiting Mi _ssicn, namely, that the te.sk __ of 1.eadir ~ 

the Territory to effe~'Give inq_ependence is the responsibility also o·-r the United . . - -. . . ; 
Nations and .not alone of the Administej:i~1g Authorh;y, and that in the. ·e~onomic 

field it is. active initiative from the United Nations which is neededo 
~ . 

. Great. efforts have been made over the pa.st year by the Admini stering Authorit~ 

to get the economi c development progr.amme started. Eut the :pace is relatively_ 
·· '· . 

slow considering that only five yeai·s rerr.ain for the achiever.ieiit of independence . 

This is no criticism of the Administer;i.ng Authority; it tal;:es ti!:l.e to get :things 

started. i-;l1en there still exists a shortage in f i nancial resot:.rces end technical 

personnel. 

The United States of America has been actively co- operat i ng with the 

Administration in economic d~velopment; but much more assi's;teri'ce is neede<:l and 

:w:ould, .I am confident, be_ heartily w~lcqmec"!- by the Administering Authority. My 

Government bas been able to assist recently with the services of an· expert in 

cotton cultivation. India has i ndicated its willingness to give a number o:f 

hupd l_o(')ms anq I hope the Indian Gove:rnment will ' be able to satisfy the Somalis 1 

request end. sen~ e?{Pcrt weavers to t each the Somalis how to build and u·se them . 

The United ~ations Educational, Sc~enti:?ic and_ Cultural 0:.:-ganization _fundamental 

education expert in the Territory has vol~nteer~?- ~o direct the worl( in various 

centres lrhere the he.ndlocms uould. be used. . 

. Grate~lly though these for:as of assistance have been or would be accepted 

. in _-Sorcalia, they o.re fa;r from adequate to the ta,sk \,hich conf1~0~1ts the 

·Administering Author~ty. LarGe- scale aid f rom the United Nations · and its 

specialized agenci~s is required in order to accelerate the development o~ the 

e conomic structure . 
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Far too much err.phasis has been laid in the· past on the need for capi ta.l and 

far too much is sa:ld of the alleged poverty of the Territory. Loans , grants or 

equity capital ca::i do little without whe.t· the Americans call technical '1lmow-how". 

The Territory is not poor in natural resources; it only lacks sufficient technical 
11 k l II f ' • now-1ow or exploiting them. I can se~' this from my personal impressions gained 

in the course of mcny tours throughout the. Territory and from my contacts with . 

technical e;~perts . There are two long rivers traversing the whole width of the 

Territory, with much good soil. With two seasons of flood, there is abundant 

water; its use only needs to be rationalized. There are excess:i.vely large numbers 

of stock reaming the bush j_n pursuit. of ,rater and sparse ,'pasture and dying of 

starvation and thin~t or of diseases. • The highly , con;mendable well-drilling of the 

Italo-Are.ericcn co-operative prog:ramn.e is improving stock watering; but the b.alance 

needs to be ?naintained between water snd forage, by the seeding of pe.stur.ege with 

grasses and. the c'.lltivation of foddGr on the sha"Ilbas , • .T0 enable the use of 

draught a.nimo.ls on the cultivable ·riverine m.·eas, serious efforts need to be made 

to clear the bu$h of tsetse.fly. 

. In this connexion, I am glad to report tho.t follcwing the recent investigation 

made, and views expressed by the Egyptian technical expert on cotton, the 

Administration realizing the great possibilities of successful cotton cultivation 

in Somalia has decided to pay spe~ial attention and to concentrate greater efforts 

in that field. As a first step in this d.irection, the Administration has . 

informed my Government that : the services of two experts from Egypt on canal 

irrigation, are needed to start work before the end of this year on canalization 
systems . 

At the same time, on a new technical b~sis, agriculturel e:>C1)erimentel

stations are to be established in different parts, particularly for cotton 

researches, but alDo for other plants in oTder to select species which may be 

cultivated in the Territory~ Such scientific selection of crops and proper 
.. 

measures to ensure their cultivation ·would be really effective in replacing -the 

present virtual monoculture of bananas. In this respect, I wish to pay tribute 

to the initiative of II."E . Minister Spinelli, ~ho in his capacity as Acting 

Administrator, endorsed these plans and gave them his full support. 
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, As in agr~cul.ture so in animal ·l).usbandry, scientific techniques need to- be 

introduced. Hides and sl<ins, even under present primi ti v~ and.. ~ g•1idcd methods . 

of processing, grading, packj_ng und marketing, are second only to bananas as 
• .. • . . 

an export of the Territcry. 

A most connnendable effort he.s been made this year by t he Administration to 

introduc~ sm:1~ -~e-as_ure of regulation into thE: incense _gatherin~ O! the . : . . 

Midjurtein; by encouraging the creation of co-operatives for sorting, ~rading . 

and rr..a.:.keting the . product. 

These three fields of production agriculture, animals and incense and 

their .commerce, constitute the source of the livelihood of the indigenous people 

and .IO.Jst of the ind.igenot:s exports of the Territory. Thei_r promotion could 

have far-reaching and beneficial effects on the Territory's economic pros~erity 

within a very short period. It is only in o.n atmosphere of optirai.stic progress 

and_ prosperity tho.t ~ndustric.l development can take :place no.turally and .that 

private capital may be attracted to the Territqry. 

• The balancing of the public budget has always been _regardeq as a . :p_aramount 

problem. It is sometimes urged that efforts should be me.de to f .ind new sources of' 
. . . . 

tax revenue . My delegation feels that, only within strict limi~s su~h as, _ 

perhaps, a livestock tax, should such a course be pursued. Increased revenues 

must b~ realized not _by in~re~~ir,g tax b~;t"dens but .from an expandin/6 economy 

yieldinG greater revenues at t~e ~resent, or eyen ,reduced_l evels of taxation. 

For~most in balancing the budget, however, shou~_d be drastic reductions in , . . . .· 
expenditures. The Territory is c~rrying_an excessive burden of expenditure, . . . . , . . . . 

even exclusive of Italian Administre.t ion ·expenses. At present, the total revenue~ 

of the Territory are ?arely su!fic.ient to_ meet the pay and al~owances ~~ of 

indigenous and local non-indigenous person~el ,in the_ Administration. 

The existing levels of salaries pai~ to indi!5enous perso~nel will,_ if 

continued, constitute a heavy burden on the fu.ture state. The educat:!.onal 

qualifications of the present indigenous staff er~ usually not even of high 

school standard. Wheµ suitably_ highly educated Somalis wi~l seek positions in 

the government admini~tration in f~ture, how _high _will the ~eiling on salaries 

necessarily have to be raised in order to give_ th~m a remuner~tion commensurate 

with their relatively higher qualifications? 
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• This is, I know, a very delict1.te and even embarrassing problem, but it • 

should not be bequeathed to the infant Somali State . It is clearly esse!'ltial 

and urgent that a sound and reasonable system should be established within the 

means of the Terri tor;y I s public resources, hove·,er drastic and unpopular the 

re-organization must be. The:::e should be established a chart; of departmental 

staff requi1•err:entr., and a propcrl:r graded system of job~, with salaries attached 

to them on the basis of scientific job analysis . If the :iiresent encumbent of 

the job does not have the educattonc.l qualifications called for by the job, he 

should draw a cc,:naensnrately lowe1· salary. Only in this U:anr.e::- ca.n the way be 

k~pt o~n, without involving dangerous inflation ·of public expenses,for the 

gradual fillini:; oi' administrative posts by Sorr.alis who will have attained the 

educational qualifications called for by the job. 

I must state, however, that. in my di scussions with the Administration, I 

have reP~lized tho.t they are quite aware o:i:' the ·problem and that it ·is the subject 

of serious 'study. 

Finally, I wish to urge the Council to give some thought to the moral 

respons:!.bility which rests on the United Nations to assist the Sorea.lis to develop 

their country in the ;years beyond 1960. It seems clear that this will require 

financial aid from the United Nations in the years to come, and I feel that the 

United Nations must at this stage take a realistic view of the situation and take 

steps to grant this en:ergency aid, as it has· in the past when the urgent ncec1 of 

such aid was manifested in other parts of the ,rorld. The immediate 

implementation of a prograrr..me of international technical aid must be carried 

out t ogether with a programme, perhaps of necessity a very modest one, of 

financing worth-while development projects. It would be unrealistic to expect 

the Somalis to find solutions to their problems without tlie kind ~f aid which 

many countries have received from outside sources . In the -case of Somalia it 

seems clear that the responsibility will rest on the United Nations to prcvide 
this assistance. 
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Th::..: P~~IDENT : . Be:fore:.beginning t~e question period ~n which the 

rep::.·csentati ve or· Syria has as:ied. _to Gpeak first, the reprenentati ve of the 

United l(ingdom has asked to _speak. 

• Sir Alan BURNS (United -Kingdom) : I merely wish to indicate ti1at 

.tomorrow I should -like to re-ply ~o certain statements ju9t made by the 

representative of Egypt , 

Mr.!.. JA!PAJ:! (India): .·.I _a!)ologize to the rep::..·esentative of Syria 

for intervening, before him, bu_t I should like to re~er to the remarks m~de 

by ·the 1·epresentative of Egypt concerning the introduction of hand looms into 

. Scmaliland and the possible l~mn for a few months of so,ne I::idian exp_erts _to 

train the Somalis to-build hand looms locally and teach them to operate them. 

If the Ad.ninistering Authority will mal~e a reg_ues t to us in such te;rms , ;te 

shall naturally be very happy to consider it sympathetically. 

Mr . SPINELLI (Speci~l _representative): I can assure the representativ, 

of · India that the .Administration ,will _ be very glad to mal:e that request • 

. • Nr . Ji.SHA (Syria): ·Before -putting my questions to the special 

representative 'and the representative of Italy, I wish to express on behalf 

of my delegation our thanks for the statements made by :both those 

representatives as well as the Chairrean .of the Advisory Council end the 

representative of Egypt on tho.t Cou_Ylcil .... I shall have the _opportunj.ty to 

. comu:ent on 'the statement of the· epecial r epresentative at a -later .stage, 

but I will now _proceed with .my, questions. 

From all the available.documents before us, the -impression is gathered 

that there is still too much centralization of authority in ·the person of 

the Adm:i.nistrator , wl,1ile there is an irrmedia.te need to expan?- Somali 

participation in policy-making. What steps has the Administering Authority 

taken in view of this rrost urgent problem and in view of the recommendations 

of the Trusteeship Council and the General Assenbly, and why does the 

Adrr.inistr ator consider that no Sorr:alis are to be brought into the· executive 
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organs of government until the general ~lections are held? .The Visiting 

Mission has ri~htly noted in l)aragraph 38 of its report that a numoer of 

Somalis have already risen to positions of political leadership and that 

their qualifications and experience are sufficient to ensure t heir effective 

participation in an executive organ. As we know, .time is running out, and 

by 19€0 there will be a vacuum, the consequenc~s of which cannot be minimized. 

When I formulated this question, I was not aware of the statement which has ·. . 

been. made today by the representative of Italy, but my ~uestion still remains 

and needs some kind of· an answer.. The mere. appointment of a few Somalis to 

some positj_ons of responsibility does not alter our view. 
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Mr·~ SP:1:I~LLI (Speciai representative): As you have heard :frc:n the - - · - • . . 
'• ' 

rep::..·esentative of my cot~ilt:?.".Y, one. of. the :few acts of the, new administrator was 

to speed the process'' .o;r · s.omalization .as much as possible. 'Ihis has been in 

prog:·ess for some timeo . -T~is new committee which will assist the administrator 

in ·an :e:::ec1.lt_ive captcity is just the first step in. this dj_rection. We have 

alNady a:ppointed one person as head of the region!. '£his position· corresponds 

mor0. or· less to a governor of the region. _. Already twelve out of the thirty 

districts are .headed by Somalis. In what is called the Admin:t..strative Council 

of the Administration, ." there ... -are four Somalis who hold the posts of Assistant· 

Director;. one in the ·post of Economic f;.f'fuirs, cine in p<=~sc11nel, cne in -Ll1e 

Legislative Office, and the fourth one is in the C~binet of the Administ~ator. 

They ar8 participating regularly in their official cap~city in all tbe meetings . 

If we have decided that very active participation in the executive power 

"rill start when the new leginlative board will be elected, it is because we fee]. 

that by the:1 we will have enough people to take ca:::-e not only of the direction 

of the Standing Ccir.rdttccs of the new Legislative Assembly, but also of the 

parliamentary function in the exec'...ltive power, as it is our intention to appoint 

all the Presidents of the Standing CoILinittees of the new Assembly as 

Parliament?ry Assistants to the different Secretaries of the departments of 

government . 

I can asst1.re .the representative of Syria that we ar e doing our utmost to 

give positions to any Somalis who are :ready to take on any important posts in 

the adnr.i.nistration, either in the administrative or executive branch of the 

Administration. 

There are about twenty or thirty young Somalis studying in Italy. They, 

came from the political school,. and we are awaiting their return to Mogadiscio . 

They will return in about three or four months to complete the Scmalization of 

all the districts, · to increase the Somalization of the regions, and also to 

provide a deputy director for every department in the central administration. 

I think that this will take place before the end of the year or before 

• January 1956. According to our plan, we shall be able at that rate to do this 
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without fo:rciric; the iss~1.e . \·le do not \Tish to place a. person in a p·os·ition for, 

which he ia· not compietely qualified, but..°i1e should•ha.~e cert~in qualifications ~ .... , 
I can assure the representative of· Syria tho.-t we will have Somalis in all 

important posts without exc_eption. bef~1;e 1960. I think that sc-:me of th~m will 

need advisers . 
' . 

' An example of this would be in the f'inancial department . Our 

intention is to have the cadre for the new government completely Sonialized befote 

19?0 . and we hope that it will take place long before 1960 . 

I i:;hall not mal~e o.ny corrJnent on the reply of· the 

special representa.tive, but I wish to thank. him for· his reply. 

my observations in my general statement~ 

I shall make 

The report o~ the Admipis~eri~g Authority states on page 32· that measures 

will be taiten in orq.e;r- to enlcrge the powe:rs of the Territorial Council' when · that 

body has been e l ected. . Paragraph 51 of tb_e Repo:rt of the Visiting Mission 

( ~/l_;J..43) states : 

"The Mission a,lso suggests. ~hat the Adm.inistration should submit 

to -the sixteenth session of the. Trusteeship Counc.il11 taat is_, this 

session of the Council -~ "its plans for progressive transfer of . . .· . 
legislative powers to the elected Territorial Council." 

Coulu the special representa.t:i.ve tell the Council whether plcns ho.ve been 

prepared, · whether they vill be submitted to the sixteenth session of the 

Trusteeship Council, ·particularly in matters conce:a:ning 'finance? 

l-ir. SPI!·IBLLI (Special represent~tive) : •• I . think there -is an answer 

to this question in the document t?e circulated. last week, If, perhaps, the 

answer is not • clear, I sh~ll: try to clarify • it . ... 

'I'he intention ·or· the Admini3tra.tion is to give the ·assembly - - I do not ·1mow 

if it will be i rr'.medfo.tely, but it will be in a very abort ti~c 9,ftc1· the .new 
•• ' 

ar.;sc:~.bly ia c onvened in i'-iccad:i.scio·; - ·- all the lei:;i slative· po;rer:- That 

means tbat they will have• wbat is · called· the· deliberative po1-rer . . The 

A_dminictration, · r think, will retain the right of veto. 



DR/cl~ T/~V .625 
43-45 

Mr. _ASH~ (Syria) : I s!l.ot1.ld be grateful -to ~he spec5.al r:presentative 

if' he. couJ.d inform me on whe.t page of the new dqcument this inf"ormation is to be 

found . I ha.,,e gone through it very carefully. 

Mr. SPINELLI (Special representative) : 

paragraph 3.7 . 
It is on page 30, 

~r . ASHA (Syria) : My question we.a whether the pian will be submitted 

to t he Council e.t its si:cteenth session in accordance with tbe reco:lllreendation of' 

the Visiting Mission, If not, I shell not press the point. 

Mr~ SPINELLI (Special representative) : I think that the special 

representative and theAdministrator were present a:t the discussions which 

·took place in the fourteenth session o-£ the Counci] .• It is the intention to 

give legislative power to the a.ss~r:.bly gradually. In that case, naturally, 

the Trusteeship Council or the General. Assembly as}ted 'for .:i ·pJ.an for the grodu.eJ. 

transfer of power. However, we hove clmnged our minds, and we want to give 

all the legislative power to the new Council . I reir.ember that when I was in 

Moga.discio we thought first of giving this new body the legislative power as 

regards the imposition of taxes and on ;financial· questions, After a few months, 

we would have granted some other powers . However, e.s long as tbe decision is 

to grant all legislative powers, I think that the Administration c1oes not fe!Ell 

that a detailed plan to be submitted to the Trusteeship Council is necessary. 

Mr. ASlli\ (Syria): In document T/1172, the repo:--t of tqe Advisory 

Council, it is mentione-d that the rural population. will participat_e .in the ri,ext 

election. On the other hand, the same document explains that Ordinar;ce No . 5 
of 30 March 1955 ha~ c::-eo.ted the District Councils- and modernized the traditional 

~ of the tribes, Those two t1easures will have a certain effect on the 

political life o'f the rural population which so far h€'.s not. participo.ted _in tbe. 

political li:'e of the Territory except in a traditional way . Is it possible 

to have any ia.ea of the repercuss i ons o'f those two measures on the nomadic 

population? 

interest? 

Are they popul~r among the tribes?- Have they provoked any special 
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Has the Administering Au'thorl ty . in, mind any ~ther- ine~sures . with: which 

it intends to follow up the:·a.btior(thus· begun? • t-ihat steps···are ·being ta.ken 

to otga.nbe these elections, pe.~tituiarly in· ruro.l areas 'whei·e · there are two · 

stages of elections? 

·Mr . • SPINELLI • (Special i·epreseritati ve): The problem to t1hich the: 
' . . • , i. ' • . • • • 

representative of Syria refers pertains to the repe:r·cussion of e.n electoral 

e:;..-perimcnt ·among · the 'tribes,. which ~tas exomi'ned v_ery carefully by the . 

Administration 'b'efo;e the iaw w·a.s· propcised. Incidentally, • I must repeat what 

I sai d in my general sto.terr.ent, nomcly1 that the final text of the law ·was 

proposed by the Territorial Council, which means by the Somali_s. We had 

nothing to do .with that. · We accepted it one ·hundred per c~~t from•.first to 

. last. The proposal of the '!1errito'rial Council, in respect of ·the· ·sbirs,· did ·· 

not: differ much from ·our draft proposal. · As • ,re Jere not -~~re that· the 

td:bes·· would unders.t:.and or would like the idea o:f' e.n· election . for the appoi~tment . • ' 

of an electoro.l' represento.t:Lve·, who would. be entit-J.:ed 'to vote with the 

c1tizer'l.s of the. villages in the ·r1na.1 : ei'ection of' the TE:i°rr:Hori ~i Council.., ;. 
- • .· 

we thought of° having at the same time I for eo.ch trib~, two. election·s in 

proGres s on the ·same do.y. • ln other words; 'When the tribes met in. the:J.°r 

traditional shirs they would elect firs-t their head, who would automatically., 

as heo.d of the tribe,. become a member· of the District Cotmcii. ··;rhen they would 

elect the ·electoral representative, who would have the ri~ht to vote· 'in · the· · 

final election· of the 'l'erritorial Council. · The reaction whibh we received 

in that connexioh was s_uite favourable. • I h!:L°d occasion to talk. to 'many of· ._ 

the representatives of the · tribes; and they thought that it; was not a bad i~ea. 

I cannot say• that they understood wholly the meaning of · that sec~nd election., •• 

but, on the ·whole, . I think that they would -be w!lling to participate~ We h;cl 
,been worried c.p·out a possible unfavourable reacti on . on the part of the ·. td.bes' •• : 

thinking that· many of the tribes :mi@lt possibly refuse to part'icipate in the 

election of an-electoral ,representative. 
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Mr. ASHA (Syria): The distribution of seats between the directly 

elected members of the Co~cil and_ .the indirectly elected groups has not 

yet been determined. I read i n paragraph 46 of :the Vii;;iting Mission •·s . repor t 

that the Administration is studying the problem. Could the special . 

representative throw some light to the Cowicil on the question of whether such 

plan is envisaged? What seems to be the balance of proportion? . In this 

connexion I should like to remind the special representative of a statement 

which I made last year tho.t a proper. balance should be struck between the 

urban and the rural populations. ·r wonder whether the ~dministration has made 

note of that suggest :ion . 

Mr . . SPIN.ELLI (S;:iecial representative): Apparently the representative 

of Syria is referring to one of the previous drafts of the electoral law, since; 

at present, the law establishes that the number of seats to be assigned to each 

region will be decided after the indirect election when. the shirs have given the 

number of vot0.r~ in each region . Until then, the $ixty el ectoral seats a.re 

not assigned to the different regions. · When we lmow the total number of voters 

in each region, uccording to a certain co.J.culation which is established in the 

law, the sixt~, seats will be allotted to the different regions . . 

In regard to the second part of the question asked by the representative 

of Syria, I ce.n say that the Administration has .thought many times of the 

st13uestion made in this Council last year, anq our first proposal was exactly 

in line with the suggestion made then by the representative of Syria. As a 

matter of fact , we presented certain proposals~ I remember my own, which was 

to gi~e to the cities and villages which. had a population of 2,000 or 31000 

inhabitants the right to have one seat, which would have given a certain 
. . 

advantage to the stabilized population. Unfortunately, all the Somalis, 

without distinction as to party, were against that. The idea of givi ng a 

different value to t);ie votes of the urban populations and those of the nomadic 

population was not accepted at all.. 

opinion expressed by the Somalis, 

I have seldom seen such a unanimous 
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it is s·t~tecl ;that '1The ' Admfnistratoi t6fd the Mis~ion thai • a draft law granting 

del:Lberate powers to Munfcipa:J. Councils wdllld be ·•s\lbmitte.d· 'to the ·Territorial 

Council in. November 1954". Could the special representative. tell 'the .Council 

the whereabouts of this draft law, whether it has been passed, whether it is 

fun<::tioni~5, and what are ~-the re.sults? . • 

I1r. SPINELL,L(Special representat:1:ve): The law was· passed; it was .· 

discussed by the 'l'erritorial Council; ·examfned ,.by . tlle Advisory Council, o.nd 
• + • ' 

passed 'in Harch· of this yenr. Unfortuno.te ly ,, I em not able to answer part 

of the question because I left t 11·e -Terr-itory in March. All I know is ·What· 

I have re·ad' in the newspapers , which is ._that the··Municipal. Council o:f Mogadiscio 

lla.s been very active • in the last two months, that meetingc. are held . ever-; t,10 or 

three ·days . But I have no direct knowledge .of ·the results· of the new law. 

~QIIA (Syria): Perhe:ps· the special representative or .. the 

re_presentutivc or Italy, later on in· our discussions, couid throw sonie light 

on this matter if they receive any fresh information from the Territory . . 

:I shall proceed to my next q~est1on~ Does ·the Administering ·Authority 

contemplate the establi.sbment of executive councils -on the· lines of the • 

recommen.do.tion of the 1951~ Visi tin3 Mission 7 

• Nr. 'SPINELLI (Special ·representative): The new· -Committee was appointed 

two weeks ago -by the new Administrator. Up to the i)I'esent time, it hao · , ·· 

acted in an a.clv'isory ·capacity 'to the Administrator. · I think tha.t· this -is the· 
. . 

beginning of the new development which we int end to p·romote • in political · 

organization 

a Cabinet-~·: 

to have in time an executi·,e council, or wha:t might be considered 

Mr. ASHA (SyriaY: • On- ·pa.ge 15 .of ·the !report of .the Advisory Coundl it 

is stated: ' 

•• ."Although the opinion wa.~t held that ·the transfer . o'f ·ndminiatro.tivc 

functions to som'alis · was t'oo ·slow, no compla.i~·t in that respect was made 

by the ·Somal:1. people -themselves; ... ": . 
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Would the special representative comment on that stateraent, in view of 

the fac~ that the Visiting Mission ' s conclusions were somewhat different, 

although not radically so? 
,· 

Mr. • SPINELLI ( Sp.ecial rep re sentati ve") : • I am not sure whether I 

mentioned that in my openin.3 statement, but I agree fully with the ·opinion of 

the Advisory Council. I have never heard in ~?mo.1.iland a.ay complaint - - I am 

speaking of responsible SomaJ.is -- about ·slowness or delay in tbe process of 

Somalization. As a matter of fact, I remember ve~y well that when some of 

my fri ends in the Adn~.nis tr~.tion wished to appoint some of the first graduates 
- ' . 

of the Political and Acb.inistrative School to important posts in the central 

organization, most of those young Somali students c8Il!e to me and said: "We do 

not want those appointments becau~e we lmow th8:t we need .more experience. We 

prefer to work first as assistant district heads of regions or districts. We 

wish to go a stl:'.ge further before 1,eceiving such appointments as you are 

thinking of gi v:l.ng to us. We do not want to have a post just because we could 

say to somebcdy else that those posts are given to us. • We want to have the 

posts when we feel that we are ready for them~ ir I very much appreciated tl'l.at 

frank expression from ten or eleven of the best young Somalis . 

Mr . ASHA {Syria) : I come now to e. very difficult problem. He have 

heard the statement of the representative of Egypt, we have .heard the statement 

of the 'Chainnan or" the Advisory ·council, and we have heard the statement of the 

repi·esentati ve _of ItaJ.y on the question of _ the frontier_ between Ethiopia and 

.. Soro.a.lila.nd. s'ome • of my questions I • shall have to leave until I have heard the 

comments of the -~epresentative of the United Kingdom on _the agreemen~ lately 
~.. , 

concluded, but my question now is this : no progress has been made at ull --

and I d.o not know whether I should put -:~~'lis 9_uestion to the representative of 

the Administering Authority - - since a yea.i~ ago when this Council spoke of the 

ur~en~y of the problem, and the representative of Italy said in his statement 

that , on 28 June - - which is today - - the I•'oreign Minister of Ethiopia would be 

meeting with the f1l!lbassador of Italy _in Addis Ababa. Does it take such a 

long til:le - - twelve months -- to arrange for a meeting to discuss a mos~ vital 



MW/db T/PV .625 '. :._ 
50 

. ' : 
(Mr. Asha , Syria) 

problem, a problem which affects peace .and .security? .. As I said, it may not 

be possible to have an answer · from .the . s11ecial representative now, but .I 

shouJ.d like to lmow. what steps were: taken by ·t,he Administration during .the 

whole year to try to arrange a meeting with the responsible authorities 

in Ethiopia. 

Mr. CASA1'1DI (Italy): I do want to emphasize , as I . said . in my 

openina statement, tho.t ·we reC06fl!Ze fully the importance of reaching .a 

so:ution on the ·problr:mi of the .-frontier. It is quite true the.t the latest 

developments refer onl:( to tcq.ay, but I want to ·stress that, on our part, •· 

during the past. twqlvE;! ::nonths, and particularly during the last six months, 

we have -not failed, according to the measures which are dictated by every 

political relationship, to insist on bringing the-matter .to the attention of_ 

.the comp~t.ent Ethiopian- ~uthorities. .It is not ·up to me , .. in this Council, 

to pass judgment on the attitude of the .other Government . 

Mr. A~ (Syria): I said when I put my question that .I would not 

seek a reply on behalf of another Government. My question was whether the 

Administration had sought to do everything in its power, and I understand that 

it has . 

If negotiations fail to tal~e place in June or July and we have only 

two days left in June -- is the Administering Authority in e. position to 

request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to appoint a mediator, 

in accordc:.nce with recolutions adopted by the United Nations? 

~fr . CASf.RDI (Italy): I appreciate the pertinence of the question 

of the representative of Syria. I would say that an answer can best be given 

aL,3r we know the result of the meeting "Which shou.J.d have taken place todo.y 

and the immediate developments thereof. I do not feel that I can give a 

reply with regard to what is going to happen between now and 30 June. I can 

only repeat that we are extremely desirous of finding a solution to this problem. 
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Mr. ASHA (Syria): I am grateful to the representative of ItaJ.y. I 

do not wish to put him in an embarassing situation. The question occurred to 

me: "it'" and "when". It is a hypothesis. I shall not press the question 

but reserve the right of my delegation to bring it UJ;i again during future 

discussions. 

I come now to the judicial system in the .Territory. In paragraphs 103 

and 104 .of the report of the Visiting Mission it is stated that complaints 

were voiced. by the political parties ·regarding the COillJ.)lex body of civil and 

• criminal lo.w which _is applied in the Territory and which consists of Mol:ilem 

law, custom, pre-war Italian decrees, British Military Administration, 
proclamations end ordi..~ences of the Trusteeship Administration. We must admit 

that there is a· st0.te of confusion in. the mind of everybody, including my m,m. 

In view of the statement of . the Visiting Mission, could the special representa.ti ve 

tell us what progress was made by the Commission which was established in Rome 

and whether, in that connexion, on the advice given by ~~e EGYPtio..n reprcccntative 

on the Adviso1y Council, the Adtlinistration has soucht the assistance of a 

Moslem jurist or jurists. We know that most Somalis a.re of Moslem faith and 

that the suggestion of the representative of Egypt we.s quite pertinent. I 

should lilce to hear from the special representative . about the latest developments 

along this line. 
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Mr , SPINELLI (Special representative) : · A draft of the new judicial 

regulations was s~bmitte~ recently ~o the ~dvi so.ry Council and the_ Territorial 

Council . The Territorial. Council. will discuss this e:t; one of its next 

meetings in the near future . We ED-1 agree that so far as legislation is 

concerned there is much confusion in Somaliland, A few days after he arri ved' 

in Moce.discio, the new AGlliinistrator appointed coilJ1llissions comprised of 

Somalis .and the Italian _heads . of the .. respect~ ve departments .to review all 

the lm·rn and to dreft new legislation which would be much simpler than 

the present legj olation . The new legi slation will naturally also take care 

of_ the local and I-ioolcm. laws • 

. Mr . ASHA (Syria) : I would app1·eciate a reply to_ the second part of : 

my' qu.estion., -. whcther the Administration has a cc~pted the suggestion of the 

rep~ei.;;en~o.ti ,re of Egypt about . seeking _the assistauce of. Moslem jurists in 

the reorgani~ation of the Judicial system of Somaliland. 

tir . • SI'H!ELLI _(Spe<?ial representative) : . I do not think- that up t.o : 
. . .. 

now we have asked for a. specialist on Islamic law, but I ~ quite sure that . 
- . 

when: this new committee starts its work - · as I explained before it was 

e?pointed a few days ago -- a request will be made for a speciaiist . to some 

of the Governme~ts _able to furnish such specialists. · 

· . . . 

. f-ir .. de HOLTE CASTELLO (Chairman oi_t.he Advisory Councii)(:interpretation 

from Spanish): A few days before my departure from Mogndiscio, the· Administe~ing 

Authority submitted to the Ad,•isory Council the new judicial regui'ations·. 

These wel'.e s~udie,d very closely by th,e Council at. lon& meetings, which were 

attended by ~ -represez:itative oi the AclJninisterin.g ·Authorit.y. . The new 

regulations were · submitted only four .or five days before my departure, and 

ti1~ _r-epresentativeof _Egypt had ~lready.left, since -we had already compl~ted 

our work. This fact was borne in mind by the · colombian delegati~n, and. we 
• -. . , . 

postponed the discussion on those points dealing with Islamic law, since we 

felt that ye might begin oµr stud.y, as we intend t~ ;do , within a few days With 
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the effective co-operation of .the representative of Egypt, who is v_ery closely 

connected with these problems. Of course, the representative of the 

Philippines and I are more ignorant of these problems. 'l.'hat was why the 

Advisory·Council postpaned its discussion of this matter until it reconvened 

in New York, 

i'fir. ASHA (Syria): I • should like to hear also the views of the 

representative of Egypt. 

Mr . SALAg, (E~ypt): When this question of the judicial regulations 

was examined 1.>y tbe Advisory Council, I expressed the view, which I had already 

expressed to i'-'ir, Spinelli as Acting Adm:i,nistrator , that it would be well 

to give satisfaction to the feeling of the people that in the drafting of the 

· new laws. f or the Territory one must take into consideration the fact that the 

.Destour and t l:.e .Asharia. are all taken from the Islamic law and therefore 

it would be much better if an expert on judicial ~ffairs from a Moslem country 

participated and .assisted in the work of the, colllillittee. Mr, Spinelli was 

good enough to tell me that he understood my point of view and that in 

due time the Administration would seek the help of these Moslem jur.ists. 

Mr . ASHA (Syria): In this connexion, I should ask the special . 

representat~ve on what basis the cadis are appointed. Are they appointed on 

-a religious basis or on the basis of the efficiency and _experience of the 

person concerned1 

Mr. SPINELLI (Special representative): I do not know how the 

cadis were appointed before we arrived in 1950, but since 1952 regular 

examinations have been held for the cadis. If I am not mistaken, at the 

last examination a member of the Azaric mission wap a member of the commission 

for the examination of the candidates. 

• hr. ASHA (Syria): I wish to pursue the question of Moslem law in 

the,Territory. Could the special representative tell the Council whether 
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there is .a pr.qce~ur~ institu~ed in -.order .. _ ~o apply ; the law!· Fr~m my reading . ' ... 
of the. va.rious.·.,docwnenta,. in .par~icule.r_,.the 

lack of concrete regulations nnd pi;oceclµre._ 

enlighten the Council on this point1 

petitions, . there .. seems to ·pe !:!-. . ' . 

Could .. the .. s:peci~ representati v~ 

Mr . : SPil'lELLl (S:p~cial, repr~seni;;ative): I do not tp.ink I , can s~y 

more than is contained in-the r:eport .. .. · ·My iD'l!)ression is that ~~ny o~ the 

cadis • who 0,re. now in the differe\1:t po.rts .of 9omalila.nd do_ not h_ave o s.µre 

knowledge of the I slarnic ar.d -lpccl lavs. However, thro~gh the help . of the 

Egyptian Gover:.'1ment • o.nd the. University of El ,!\.za.~. w:e have started a: school 
• • • • . ,. . ; t 

in So:maliland to :prepare the ea.dis in Islamic le.w. . _B.esides tha:t 1 rnany _. . _. . ::

young Somalis have gone to. other countr~es, mainly .to EgyPt, to st~.dy IslruJ?cic . • 

law and I am sure that in a. few y1pars. tin1e . we . sh~ll have .really qua.J,ified 

juclges • . • t:iy ·L:ipressiop., ·although -I kno_w nothing of Islor.;ic law, is tha:t 

,this is. nbt tne c~se at -the present . . 

: 1ir . ASHA ·(Syria): m1en an appeal. is mo.de against the judgment of_. 

a cadi 1 the caoe is transferred to the Court of Appeals. Could the special 

repre.$ento.tiye .tell, _ us _of ho~ m~y _persons t~o.t court: is, composed. 

i-k . :$PJ;i~ELLI . (Special r~presenta~ive) : . An . ~p:peal against a,. decision 
J . • • . ' 

of .a,:cadi e;oes to the Tribunal_- '.of the Cadis, which copsists of three cadis, 

Mr. ASHA (SJTia): .. In paragraph 14. of. the .O\J.tline of Conditions in 

the Trust Territory of Somaliland under Italian adminioti:o.t.iop , it is _stated: 
11'l1he int.ervention of the police was required only in one instance 

when a · demonGtration by •~x-ser~~ceroen clairninge~e~ial. i11demnities 

· •. eot out of. ho.qd." 

The .statement goes on to say t~ay the incid~nt resulted in th~ death 

of two persons, while thirty -two persons were wounded, It i .s further 

stated that the claims of the ex- ·servicemen were submitted to a special 

committee set up for this purpose . My delegation deeply regretn the loss of 
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life, and 't-re are most ·anxious to know f r om the special r epresentative what 

satisfaction ho.a bean given by that speci al committee to t he claims of the 

e x- ser viceroen or of their widows and 'children. 

·Mr . SPINELLI (Special representative): There is a mistake in· the 

r eport because., fortunately, only one life ve.e lost in that incident. I co.n 

assure the representative of Syria that thi s ·special committee, the majority · 

of whose members are Scmalis , has been doing good work . Every ex- serviceman 

who has served· a csrtain nt1m~er of years ·1n· the It~ian army or who was wounded 

or lost worki ng cap~ci'ty has received an allowance from the Administration . -

The· Italian Goverr.ment and Parliaruent is discussing a law concerning pensions 

for former soldiers in Eritrea and Libya, and in · a. felT months time it will also 

discuss a similar law for Somaii ex- servicemen. Since no decision has been 

reached by the Italian Parlio.mer.t with regard to pensions , the Administrati on 

has gi ven to every ex- serviceman and every family of ex- servicemen entitled 

to a pension an aJ.lowance varying from fifty shilli ngs to sixty shillinGs a 

moath. 

Mr . ASHA {Syria) : I do not know who is wrong or who is right, but 

in paragraph 14 of the Outline of Conditions it is stated: 

• 
11 

••• the .Administering .Authori ty stated that two persons had 

died while eleven policemen, thirteen demonstrators and eight passers -by 

had been wounded." 

I assume that the Secretariat based its information on the report of the 

Admini sterinc; Authority •• 

'Mr . SPINELLI (S:pecial, ·repre.sentative): Perhaps Mr . Asha did not 

follow the first part of my answer . I said that we were very sorry, but we 

had made a mistake in the report . We stated that two persons had died , 

when actually it was only one , 
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Hr . AS~ (Syria): I am perfectly _sati sfied, a~t~oug~ I regret the Jos.s ._ 

of even one iif'e / .. .My next question deals with the tre_atm~n'j; of petitions, 

I am sure 'that· the . s:p~cial· r~·p:i:'e~ent'ative . has ·~ead· with . ~a~e the ~bse;vations : 
. . . 

of the Vicitinz Mis.ei°i6n·, in which .. the Council I s attention was drawn to ccmplaints 

by Somalis on the handling of petitiops submitted by them to the Standing . . ... . ·. . ' . . 
Coll!Illittee 'on Pet'itions . of the Coui{cil, I d_q not wish to tal~e the time to read. 

the ob_servations of the'° Visiting l~ic~ion, wh~ch are . familiar to all of us' 

but :I should. . ve~much appre6iate the · co~anent
1

~ of the special repr~s~ntative_, ·.in .. . : . • .. , . 

view of the fa~t .that there ·h~d been some complaints and we ~ust admit them. 

Mr~ SPI'.NELLI ( Special rep re senta.ti ve): I should like to ask the, 

representative . of Syria wheth~r the o·oservations he has referred"t9 were .di~ected 
. . 

to us or to the Petitions Committee, because for our part, when-a petition is 

sent and we a.:::e ~.sked to submit our observat;!..ons, we prepare our observations and 

I t!link ··we are ·.;ery \)unctuai in sending ~h~m. Fu.1:ther~ore, we also send ·.the 

special rcpresent-a:tivc, who is always at th·e· dispo~ition of _the Pet~tions Committee. 

Mr . ASIIA (Syria.): i vill conc.entrate my question on one point,. 

because the· Visitinc 1-iissio~-stated that ~om~~-petitioners had claimed that 

the explanations gi v~n t ·o the 'Co~ncil by the Administering Author_ity and. its 

special rep;esentat i ve were not .. correct. I a~ t~lking 'a.bout the . ~xpl~nations_ . 
. . . . • . . . . . · 

given by the i:ipecial repre·serit~tive to the Committee on. Petitions regarding the 
I . • 

claims ·of :the · p·etitioners . Coul'd • the ·: special ·,repr~sentative tell us if he was 

o:pproachccl iri Somalilan:a. regarding··the allegations that some ·of the answers given 

by the special representative in the Corr.mittee on Petitions· were incorrect? 

·:.= . 
i1r. SPINEi,tI (Spi:!c~·al .representative): I ,' should _vecy much like to know· . 

which 'bases the -'representative o:f ·syria has in mind.. I · ,m:s: the special 

represcmto:tive to the·to~ittee ~n .Petitions iri 1952 ~nd i953, and· ~s _far as I know 

there was 0111,y · one ease, which ~onc·erried a 1;1:•oup of quite im:i,otj;a.nt Somalis who wer~ 

members of a. co-6peri3.t·i ve which they ·called· the "Ti~ousand A~s" • • They came to. me 
' • . . 

after I w,:mt back to U~ga.discio e.nd told me very· nicely that :c-- ha.d ma.de an incorrect 

statement. I had Qe.ia. that the land of that co-operative had been bought by the 

Go-v_::-nment whereas, as a matter of fact, it was the only co-operative for which the 
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Government bad .. hot .. bought the. land, although it had given it many subsidies . 

I told them .that I was very sor~y ;r ho.d made that incorrect statement. o.rid they 

were satisfied with .my explanation. : · That is the only ·case I know of. 

~~ (Syria): I wilJ. pursue my second ·point under thi·s ·heading. 

In the r::ame parag1·aph, pa1·agraph 112 of'the report of the· Vis•iting Mission, it is 

stated that "still others asserted that the action whi.ch the Administering Authority 

informed the·council had been or would be taken to meet the request of. the 

petitioner or to r~solve certain difficulties bed not been carried out.11 

I am not singling out any special petition, but I shotild like to know how the 

Visiting Nission was able to gather such complaints and what would be the answer 

, to the Visiting M:ts sion ' s remarks. ·· 

Mr . SPINELLI (Special representative'): It is not easy for me to answer 

tht1.t question, first of all because I have not been in chai·ge of petitions ;for • 

_the last two or three years, but I could explain the complaints in this -way. 

If a man has been sentenced cir thinks that scmething wrong has been done to him 

and.he rr.akes a ccmpla1nt, unless the Administration does something for him or 

completely changes its attitude it is quite normal for h~m to say that the 

Administration bas not done what ought to have 'been done·. As I said, however, 

it is a little -difficult for me to answer since I have not been dealing with 

petitions for scme time, ~s-pecially without .being told what caees, or what ~ype 

of cases are meant by the -passage quoted · from the Visiting Mission I s report. . 

Mr. ASHA (Syria): Perhaps the special representative will seek the 

assistance of the competent off~c1al of the Italian Administration and reply to 

the question at a later meeting , The reasons which prompte?- me delegation to put 

the question are contained. 1n the conclusions of the Visiting Mission in 

·paragraph 113, where -it is stated that "the Mission wishes to dra'li the attention 

of the Trusteespip Council to this situation, which, it feels, constitutes a 

serious problem. •11 
• 
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I have ·one.-6:r two· more questions . i The Stan.ding Commit:t;ee on ~~ti~ions _had 

before it a. ·numh~r of complaints · sent by ·various petition~rs J. the theme of tho 

complaint being that the traditional animosity betwee.n certain tribes have ~l?ays 

led to the loss. o:t'-' life and property. · • Woul~ the special_ represento.t;ive_ care _to 

comment on a:ny measures taken by the Administration to ease the tension between 

traditionally hoetile trfocs,.as I am sure the Administration is quite interested 
. . ~ . 

in the preservation of peac~ and order. 

Nr. SPHTKLLI ( Spec::::il • representative):. Th:1.s i s one of. the problems 

\.'hich have worried. the AG.ministration since the very beginning, and I have discussed 

it with the leaders of tlle ·somo.11 peopie hund:-e~s of times . The Administration 

has taken many measures, but I do not think it is a pro'b;I..em which can be settled 

by means of a. law, or even by doubling our police forces . Just before .I left the 

Territory, when :!: ·vas handing over the aam.i_nistration to my successor in March of 

this year, I hac. a meeting with my successor and with represent atives or the 

different; I)arties and I told them that the n:ost important problem we had to face 

wa.s the problem just mentioned by the representative of Syria. I was glad to 

see in the t elegram we received yesterday or the day before · - - and my friend the 

representative of Italy mentioned this in his statement -- that the new Advisory 

Committee set up. oy the Acludnistrator as chief of the executive has already begun 

to exnruine the question. My advice bad been to set up e. group of Somali leaders 

from the c'iifi'erent parties and from the different tribes, men of experi,ence and 

prestige, together with one or two Italian counselors, to travel in t he areas where 

tribal fights were most frequent . That group could then make a report on measures . 

which could be taken, I do not say to prevent but at any rate to limit t his 

inter-tribal warfare which, as I have said, is one of the few serious problems we 

still have to solve. 

Mr. ASH.-!\. (Syria) : With the Presic'\.ent 1 s permission, I should. like to 

ad.dress r.iyself to the representative of Italy . The Council and particularly I 
• ' 

myself lieter.ed with breat interest to the statement he made today and I wonder 

whether .it would be possible to have more details a.bout the col!'.mittee to which he 

referred. The facts quoted by the special representative and by the representative 
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of Italy are not in my view sufficient, and if be could cable to Somaliland and 

get us· some · information on the scope., the powers and the. plan of work of this 

cormnittee, my delegation would certainly .. be very grateful . 

I have no more questions under this heading except one relating to the 

border, which I shoul9- li!{e to put after I have listened to the representative 

of the United Kinadom. 

Mr. CASARDI (Italy): I shall be very glad indeed to e.sk Nogadiscio· . 

to send me the ini'orLla~ion asirnd for by the representative of Syri8:• 

The meeting rose a.t 6 p.m. 




