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EY .. AMINATION OF CONDI'l'IONS Hl Tl:E CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH ADJ.,il!USTRATION: 

. (a) ANNUAL REPORT 01" THE llDMINISTERING AUT'dORITY (T/1137, 1150, 1154, 1155) 

LAgenda item; if! 
(b) PE'rITIONS CIRCULATED UNDF..R RUIE 85, PAR!\GMPH 2, OF TEE RULES OF PROCED1JRE 

OF THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL (T/COM.5/L.;i'5; T/PET . 5/L ,16 and Ada..1, L.18, 

L.21 to L.31; T/PET.5/225) {Agenda item Jj] (cont::.n_ued) 

Economic Advancement 

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Becq;1ey, cpe:i:-_:::.l ~:•::~~<::r,e:.::;tat.:i:Je 

for the Cameroons under French adininis'cro.tion, took a place at th~ Trusteeship 

Co11ncil table. 

Mr . LOOMES (Australia): I basre two questicns with rega.rd to ste.tistics. 

I note on :page 364 of the annual report that 1,278 tons of cotton textiles were 

produced in the Territory in 195}• I wonder ·whether the special representative 

could indicate to us whether this is an entirely new f:i.eld of' prcc.uction or, if 

not, wbat was the comparable figure for the previous year, 19)21 

Mr . :BECQUEY (Special represente.t~ve) (inte1·preti,tion frcrr. French): 

The production of cotton in the Cameroons ic indeed a new type of production . 

Of course., before 1939 there had ·been atte;n:pts to grow cotton, but these attempts 

were abandoned when the market felJ. . In the past two or three years we h9.ve 

again sto.rted to grow cotton in the Ccmeroons • . At this stage there is a relativel) 

im!.)ortant production of this agricultural product in the north of the country 

and it is growing . I think that I can give sone specific figures . I see that 

the production of raw cotton amounted to 7:000 tons fer 1954 as ccmpGred to 4,500 

tons last year. You may note that the 1 , 278 tons that are in the report is the 

figure that applies to the cotton that has already been .processed into fibre. 

It is \he i.ntention of the Administration to set ui, a cottonseed oil mill in 

order to fully utilize the cotton produced. 
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Mr . LOO~S (.Australia): I think that it is very_ gratifying to hear of 

~his new deve:op~ent in ~h7 economic field . 

. My . ~ext ~ues~;on relates to the statistics which appeo.r in table l on page 384 

of the Annual Report,. These f~gures reveal that there has been an increase of 

·some 19 ,oo~ tons in goods loadr:,d at ports :ln the 'l'erri tory in 1953 compe.red with ., 

1952. The figures for the tonnage of goods unloaded - -- t:C.at is prestUIL~bly 

i!irpo.-:ts - - a~pear to ~efl_ect a decline of some 100 ,ooo to:i.s. Could the s;iecial 

representative give us some indication of the cau~es of this decliue1 

Mr. BECQ,T~ (Br-.~:J.e.l representative) (interpretati~n from French): It is 

clear that in 195.3 iro::t-•OJ .. •ts for the Cameroons declined shacy:!.y. This is Illr'l:lnly due 

to two ra~sons. The ~ost important reason, which in fact may be a perw~~en~ one, 

is the fact that the .major investments for carrying out the main projects cf the 

plan have reached e.n end. If there was a considera~le increase in imports in 1951 
and ·1952; the • figure for imports now .tends to be'!ome s-t,abilized at a somewhat 

lower level. The second reae:on is that in 1_952 the va!'ious trading c;o:npanies had 

accumulated rather large stocks. During 195.3., and po.:.~t.ic:J.e:cly during th~ first 

pa~ .of 1953, orders decreased ruid, as a result, imports dropped. At first glance 

this .m;i.ght be considered to be a slackening of . activity. Yet, a further cha.'lge 

took place in 1954 with an increase in imports. However, these figures would hardly 

catch up -with the.figures for 1952, which can be regarded as rather abnormal 

figures, owing to a period of activity which was really out of the ordinary. 

Mr LOOMES (Austr:tlia): My last question relates to the matter of 

forests. I observe from pages 125 and 126 of the Annua.i Report· , the ·situation with 

regard to the classification of forests. I should be grateful if the special. 

representative could indicate what progress has been re,'J.cJ.e in the last twelve reonths 

in breaking clown the opposition of the indigenoua inhabitants to the progre.mme for• 

the classification of forests. 

Mr. BBCQtiEY (Specia.1. representati~e) (interprctP..tio~1 from French): In 

connexion with the classification of forests, I must admit that little progress has 

been made . We are witnessing a fact which is undeniable; The objections cf the • 

indigenous inhabitants to the classification of forests is further ~ccentuated by 
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(Mr. Becauey ,~p~c:t.al. repr~s'3ntati ve) 

purely :politiceJ. reasons. I thi::llc that with due patience the Administering 

Authority, in adopting the recommen1.ations of the T,:u.steeship Counc:1.1 e.s e. ba.sis, 

will be able to convince the natives that it is in their ~nterests to preserve the 

forest do::iain of the 'Eerritory. I hope that in the future t~e political parties 

'will change their platforms accordingly. . • 

Sir Alan BURNS (United Kingdom):I have read with interest' the account of 

the constructio~ of the d9.Ill and power station at Edca. I wonder i:.'hcther the 

special representative -can t :aJJ. us ·whether the power ave.ilc.ble from th:.s c"la:n has 

already been fully exploited. Secondly, can he tell us whether the Adrn:l.!listration 

has contemplated any further hydroelectric schemes/ 

V~. BECQUEY (Special representative)(interpretation from French) : The 

hydroelectric station at Edea has a potential prod~ction capacity cf 8o,OOO kilo­

-watts during every season of the year. This f'igure is ·of coursa high~r tl:an tl1e 

present consumption for · the area. There is a transportation networl: between Edea 

a.nd_Douala, and the power is used almost exclusively in the two open centres of 

these to,ms. t~t present there o.re only two power groups of 10 ,oco kilmra.tts ead 
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(Mr. Becquey, Spee_~ 
represen':.ativ-e) - -

· As I said, they go for beyond the conoumption needs of the· nrea and, ther efore, 

only one paver group 1s operating at one time . At the present stage a third 

grour is being pl?3-nn~d and it is only necessary to buy the equipment i _n order to 

. insto.l thio g:-oup. The druns o.re built in such a way that, withcut chan3.J-:1g 

the.plant, one can increase the nur;iber of power posts frcm three to cjght and 

can extend the presept plant in area; it is only necessary, as ·r saio.1 to • 

:.l.nstal the equipment. During the past yco.r f· . .rrthcr conversatior,s have· heen 

held between the Administration of the •.rerritory and n group of French • 

businessmen for the purpose of studying· the possibility of bµilding in Ee.a~, 
in order to utilize the power, nn aluminium -processine plant. I think. th3.t 

the negotiations have been successful nnd tbat., early this year, equ:i.pm~nt will 

be installed so that the building may be begun.· . · 

We have not:·yct any lmown deposits of bo.uxite in the Cllmeroo .. 1s. • The 

plan i3 to bring o.lu."!linium frcm Frc.nce o.nd to. process it on the spot -in the • 

Cameroons. Other projects are in ra.ind, but I do not thick that they arc 

sufficiently advanced for me to sp~ak of them here •. A paper plo,rit and a 

fertilizer plant were envisaged, but these ideas o.r.e ptill too vague for me 

to describe ttem clearly to the Council .at the moment. 

Sir Al~_BURNS (United Kingdom): Turning to the chapter dealing with 

forests, -on page 124 oi' the nnnual report we read of the difficulties which 

confront the Administration in clastifying forests by virtue of the objections 

raised by the local inhabitwts, o.~d I ~ully ·r ealize how difficult a task it 

is to persuade these people that some such measures are. necessa~y, _and i~decd 

essential, ·1n ·a territory which is largely agricultu~o.l. · Would the special 

representative explain more fully the present intentions of the Ad;ninistration 

in this respect? I r ealize that r ~fercnce io maµe t~ a sea::·ch fo:::- a solution 

to this problem on page 126 of the annual rep~rt. 

Mr. BECQUEY (Special rep;,1 esentativc ) (interpretation from French): 

The main effort now is one · of persuasiop nmong the indigeriotis inhabitants and 

the members of the Territorial Assembly • . They are elected o.nd, of·course., 

• we realize that they must bear in: mind the opinions of their c.onstitut!nts. 
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(~~. Becqu~z.: Special 
representativt:!) 

But it is proposed too.mend the forestry ~egulations . In practice, they cannot 

be changed to such a degree es to enable the natives t~ destr oy the forests 

which are needed, but the changes envisage~ in these regulations have been 

designed primarily to change their wording. Instead of' saying that the f9:!'csts 

belong to the Territory, we would say that they belong to the ,ccrr.rnunities. But 

so long as th~ local c_orununities have not become active democratic inotituticns, 

it is very difficult to entrust to them the protection o~ these forests ri.na., 

therefore, so long as there are not in existence firmly est~blisbcd rural 

ccmmunities, it will not be possible to entrust to their c~re the ~reocrvation 

of their forests; it' would be much too danger ous, _I think. 

Sir Alan BURNS (United Kingdom): I am grateful to the npccial 

r epr esentative for his r eplies, and pa~icular-ly for the. very interesting 

information which he gave in answer to my :first question. 

Mr. SCOTT (New Zealand) : · I had intended to ask the special 

r epresentative some questions on the classification of forests, but I believe 

that he has covered all. the points which I had in mind_, unless he could tell 

us whether the Territorial Assembly, du:cing the last year, h::ts in fact 

considered the recommendation that was IDQde by the Trusteeship Cou,.,cil with 

regard to the classirication of forests and, i f so, was its reaction the same 

as has been experienced i n earlier years? Was this recom:iendation specifically 

discussed in the Territorial Assembly? The special representative will 

remember that last year the Trusteeship Council urged the Administering 

Authority to take appropriate measures in r e::ipect of soil conservatiop and 

~rotection of _fbrests, and particul arly the classi~ication of forests . It 

expressed the hope that 'the Administering Authority woµld receive the :full 

co- o·per n.tion and support of the indigenous ivl.1abi to.nts . 

Mr. BECQUEY (Special representative) (interpretation from French) : 

When the Territorial Assembly had an opportunity to deal with the problem of 

:forestry the Commission of the Government .drew its attention to the 

reco!llnendations of the Trusteeship Council. I must say that the Trusteeship 
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(Mr,. Bccqtiey, S'pecial _ 
r epr esentative) __ _ 

--Council must ho.ve aeemecl, to the members of the Assembly, a less dangerous 

agency tban the constituents were, because the position of the Assembly was not 

- affected. They recocnized tba.t it was a problem but they recog:iized aJ..so that, 

for the time being, they were so\}lewhat outbidden by their conotituen:ts. They 

could not withstand the pressure . 

Mr. SCOTT (New Zealand): In this section of the nr.nµe.l r eport d.enling 

with foreots I note that there is a technical forestry sc·hool . •. Could the 

special r epr esentative tell us whether this school is opera.ting satisfactorily 

and, in po.rticular, do the grnduo.tes. have any difficulty in finding e!11;;ilo~~ent7 

I think that the report says that the students who leave the school. fine', 

employment both in the public nnd in the. private sector of industry, I wonder 

whether be could ex.p.:md on that a little . 
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Mr. BECQUE! (Special 1:epresento.tive)(interpreta.ticn from French) : 

Most of the alumni of the Fol"estry- School. :find e!llployment as forest o.g<mts 1 a.s 

officials . · The othe;rs find jobs among the various timber or lumber ccmpan:i.es . 

I have no fieures here but I do not think that any difficulties were eneountered 

this year in finding jobs for them . 

Mr . SCO'IT (New Zealand) : Continuing w:i.tb this question of forestry, 

I note from th~ ~nual report that some 270 hecta~es of land W6re ~~L-itci~~Et~d 

in 1953 and that this was an increase over the area of land reaforested in l952 . 
Is it .the inte~tion of the ·Administering Authority t~ expand this policy of 

reaforestation and, if so, what possibilities are there of i~teresting the 

indigenous inhabitants in ta.king part in it? 

Mr. BECQ.lJEY (Special representative)(int,erpretv.:tion from French! : The 

reaforestation activities were pur::::ued by the local adzn.inistra:.ion and I do not 

at this stage have concrete figures regarding 195!~ . But wi tbin t he f'rnni.ewo:rk of 

the activities of the Forest and Water Department, we are pursuing the ~rogramroe . 

It is an administrative action which is being token there . Refor estation is 

carried out by means of tl::.e a.gents of the Forest and Water Service according to 

the plans that are drafted by the Service . Within the figures quot.ed here there 

is no loco.l participation on the part of the native :r-cpulation . Ldo not think 

that at this stage the native popu1ution is sufficiently concer.:ied with the re beir. 

reforestation of the land. Neither do I thin.it that it .would be possible to 

ask them for o.ny- effective co- operation at this stag~ . 

Mr . SCOTl' (New·Zeale.nd) : Pages 91 and 92 of the a."l..'1.ual report give 

an account of the rural developr:ient :plans tu-ider the gener.al rubric of 

eg~ipe".nent rural . This scberue appears to be making encouraging progress . In 

the second to· last paragraph on :page 92 of the report it is said that the 

intervention of this planper.:i::.t-> the integration of t he rural population .in 

the general movement of economic exi:a,nsion in t he Territo;:-y. Could the special 

representative give us some indication of the ways in which the rural inhabitants 

are able to play a part in this rural ~~anning? 
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Mr. BFCQUEY (Special representative )(interpretation from French): 

This prog~omme' of smull ru1•o.l. equipment ~s soxp.ethipg very original. o.nd 

constitutes the ~ination point .of efforts of the Admin1s.tration to equip the 

co,-1.ntry. As we sta.te in t!le repol.'t, perhaps in Gomevhat s\.11!'.l.!ll.ary • fonn, 'r,hese 

progrsm.-ues of rural equipment are ca::..·ried out at a v-€,ry low 2vel, that is to· 

so.y, at the village group level. Tbe local. bud.get, of course, has its sh2.1·e , 
of the 

as well as the budget/ Fund for Economic end Social. Investment1 end Development. 

It is also envisaged that contributions will be made in kind by th.a.tl.oce.l 

con-.rnuni ties . A joint effort has · been pursued there . The loc,s.l popttlo.tion brings 

its work and, _eventually, some materials. The local buqget and the plan budget 

finance the whole effort and grc..~t credits to the so-called ~ocie'.~83_9-..~ 

pr~voyance or' to the co-ope1·0.tives, within the framework of this joint action. 

I find, for instc.nce, in a repo::.♦t on the second part or the plan, a. summary 

list of the mensures that w~re taken . 'nlis report bears on the first pe.rt of 

1954. The report says the fol~cwing: 
11The credits enabled one to tra.11spose a number of wells, to retrace 

roads, to retrace the cattle tracks. They he.ve been sui,plied with wells, 

with schools , with dispensaries, the breeding of s~all home cuttle and 

the setting up of fisheries, the supplying of various produce in order 

to improve their crops, the buildine up of smalJ. processing plants, the . . 
introduction of new types of culture su.ch as Eurol)ean vegetabl,~s, the 

developing of :food crop in ncr~culture . 1I'be action which has thus been 

undertaken has led to tl1c imrnedie.te iinprovement in the living _conditions 

of the fo.nners by helping to perf.ect their own economy." 

One sees here e. type of activity which was carried out within the framework 

of that plan. There has been. placed at the disposal of the rural popule.tions 

material. or equipment or techniq_ues -which these por:,ula:tions would not have been 

able to create by themselves. 

Mr. SCOTr (New Zealsnd): I note frcm the annual report that a new 

. agricultural. school was to be opened e.t H',wlbisson in i954 . Has this school been 

established e.nd what is the no.ture of the work that the graduates of this school. 

will undertake 'l 
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Mr. BI:_9QUEY (Special_ representutive)(inte:i:'prete.tion from French): 

The official opening of the SChool of Nk.olbisson has indeed been inaugurated this 

year. ,The promotions which arise from the school a.re designed to provide . 

supervising agents. They will work in the agricultural o.d:-:i.inist:::-o.tive services. 

Mr. SCOTT (New Zee.loud): On page 110 of the onnual rerort, 

pare.graph 55, mention is made of the problem of· over-population in the Bemileke 

region and it says that the Administration is·. seeldns e. solution. Would the 

specie.]. representative perhaps elaborate on the problem nnd indicate wh~thcr 8.I\Y 

solution has been found. or is in the mind of the Adm.inistre.tion? 
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~~_),~9~X ·(special 'representative) (interpretation from French): 

The Bamilek~ a::-ea is indeed ·over-populated~ •• The land, miich.-;i.s not ·flat, is 

threatened by drought and erosion. 'l'he C:mncil has a.lread.y had a chance to . 

co~aider the. problems in connexion with • o. -petition fro.n the ~nbuto • 

The Administi:ati~n °l-iished to· achieye en unJ.erstane.i!":g betw8en the local 

farmers ant. ' a !!:~opean co:npo.ny t~.a.t • is exploiting the r,ci:atur~s. on the hillsides, 

but for reasons whic!l c.ro:: appa:ren.tlJ of o. political nntm:·e, no ag::-e~:r..ierit has as 

yet "t?een arrived at. However, the i:;tate :)f nelo.ise seen~ t.o be cooling off, 

and an agL'eemen-t may soon b"! ;:-c-.D~he,i. 

is rather di.!Tie>i:l;: to rei:!.i:~y 1. as are· all 

production of fo:)d in the al'ea .. , kn experimental station has been ae.t U]? to 

improve · the qun.lity' of the coffee planto and other fooe. crops ~h:'.ch are 

srown in tbo.t :pa.rt of. the country 7 and adapt them to the high o.-1 t:itu,~es . 

This station, of course, · vdll not provide the final o.nsve.r to the ?:vblem of 

over-populat::.on. 
forced to mi~·o. te . 

•• T:l.e Bamilek~ p::ople are very. proli:fic, un1. they are often 

They constitute what )re cull in the Ccmeroons the 11in:vad.inB 
• . 

llamil~kes11 
• • They spread over ~nto neighbouring o.reo.s and request. land. They 

quarrel ,1ith the local farmers and have cor..flicts which come before the 

tribunnls e.nd before the Coir:raittee on Petitions and th~ T.r.-11steeship Council. 

These con:flicts o.re not ecsy to resolve, and the AdL"linist;-o.tion c:9.ri only co.rry 

out 16,-.g-ra:16e meo.aures. Under the land tenure progra;,:!:l~ 7 whid1 is designed 

prog:-eesively to gran.t to , the inrli.genous inhabitants who o:r.e ~x:iloi ting le..."'ld 

reccgnition of ·the o,mership of that land, the Ad.ministeriria. Authcr:l.ty may be 

able to e.r:.hieve acme resu:_to. 

Howev~~, the problem is not easy of solution because when the Bo..~il~k~s 

have eii:ploited o. plot of land for five or six years, they then ask for 

recognition of their rig.'lts over that plot.. Protests ore then forthcoming 

from the local population, o.nd it is •said..that the land -wo.s merely lent, but 

now the Bruni.lelc6s v:!.sh to becoti1e the ownero. 
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. • Those are some .. of' the: aspect$, of'. the __ land. tenure .problem upon -which the .... .. . ~ . . . : . . ' . 

Administerins Authority _1£,J_focµasing. its attention. 
' . . . -· . 

Mr• SCO'l'r (Ne-.r .Zealand.): : I rea1. vi th inte~~st the acco~t ~ the . 

annual .report of .the development of rice production in .the northern part of 
.. . . I • • •. • . . ·- .• 

the: Cameroons. Ha.a_ the special representative any_ comment :to make on the . . . - I . . . . 
_ .progress of -~hat achemet 

• ·Mr. BECQUEY (Special repres~ntat:lv~)(interpretation ·:rrom: French): 

~ice ie indeed nn interesting crop because it provide~ the Cameroonia.n.s with 
' ·, • ,. ' ·. . " . 

e. basic foodstu.t'f which ia highly. appreeio.ted. In addition to the results 

which h~ve.,been ~eacribed. in' the ~ual report, I can state that" credits have 

been ins.de e.vailable· '\ti thin the frrucewr~ of the four-ye·ar plan .for the :, . . 

develo-pment of rice culture·., and explorations ho.ve been made in the valley of 

the So.nagn River · 1n order ·to· study the poasibili ties ·of growing rice there. , , . 

An eJtperimental sto. tion ha.a-- been · set up n t l'{anga--Eboko in order to improve 

the- seed. speciei.. . Tracks have also been lo.id. down in or_der "to link up . the 

• • vario~ rice-growing centres in other parta of- the country. .. Simil~ • 

activities are beins pursuen in the Logone region and in other nreas. _The 

Logone • region is an · area of f;Loods, and mechanical methods of p,::oduction are -;' 

being experimented with there. Finally, credits are also available :to other. 

regions, particularly Mbam, · forthe development of rice culture. 

I 

MI". SCOTT (new Ze~land): Am I correct in unde~standing that ell 

this -rice is consumed in the Territory, .or is &~e of -it exported'l 

Mr. BECQUEY· (Special·:representative) (interpr~~tion from French): 

So tar as I am aware, •all.pf it is. consumed on the spot. 

Mr. SCd.rr (New. Zealand): . I ;notice fr.cm ~he stati_stics . contained in 

the annual report that there has b.een a decline in the production, and . 

particularly in the export, of palm kernels and palm. C\il. Can the special 

representative give us_ an explanation for this decline in production? 
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Mr. BECQUEY (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

There has been a decline. in the expo~ of palm _oil, and there are several 
) . ' . 

reasons for this decline. The first r~aaon is that, _of_ ·course, there has been 

a fall in the "!Orld prices of palm oil. When the price o:t: palm oil is low, _. 
the indigenou~ producer does not feel inclined to climb the trees in order to 

pick the nuts. There has also been an increase in domestic consumption, and 

this incre~se is due to the overall rise in the standard of living of the 

-population.. The third reason is that perhaps there bas been a decline in 

production. Most of the palm groves have been badly maintained and neglected, 

and as a r esult the trees produce leos and less oil. Measures to imprpve the 

situation have been taken within the framework of the development plan. Under 

this plan, a so-called sector de modernisation pas been set up in the south of 

the Territory in an effort to improve the crops. Stations have been set up in 

the neighbourhood of Douala, in order to carry out a programme of maintaining 

the natural ~alm groves, cleaning them up and improving the soil. The plan 

also provides for the ~etting up of nurseries to provide seedlings for the 

indigenous inhabitant~. 

Mr. SCC1IT (New Zealand): My ·next. question r efers to _public works 

and public buildings in the Trust Territory. In the annual report there ar e 

a number of excellent photographs cfpublic buildings,. and my delegation was 

impressed by the substantial nature of these buildings. I noted also, ~n the 

section dealing with public works, that that service was very active in 195;. I 

would like to ask the special r epresentative how far the resources of the 

Territory can provide the construction material for public works, such as 

bridges and buildings? I notice, for instance, that despite this expansion 

in the building programme of the Territory, there has been a decline in the 

import of cement. Are the buildings con3tructed of local timbers or stone, 

or is there a cement industry in the Territory7 

Mr. _BECQUEY (Special representative) (interpretation from French)~ 

At present, few local .puilding materials are used in the building of large 

bridges or other works. In the past, local timber was used for the bridges, 

but now steel girders are imported, as is cement and the other necessary 
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Mr. Bee 'o::ia l 
repres 
.. J. : ·- , . • • 

mat erial~. The de~line in the import of $;.efu~nt :1.s· due to •. :tb~ ~io~ing d qvm of' 

the plan. WhEm .t~e Ed~~· barr~ge :·~a. 6th~/b~idg~~ ~ere b~~l~, ce;ent ;,as. :. 
, . • ' . • , • ·.,. r .. . • ' • • • , . 

imi;:ox:ted in _li:u-ge. ,quantities, but a t the . pref!~nt stage the' cernent· import~ h av e ~: . . . . , .. . .~ , . . . 

beco~e ·more ·normal. . . . • . 
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• • • .: •• ' : : • • . ' : • •. ~ . ~ ' :· • . . ·~.. . . ' ' .. • • . < . 

Of course,. the local. industries ohotil.d try t6 :make 'use ot" loeail.:y· produced . .. • 

materiai~ ~re-~:tsely-' i~ : 6·:rder t~ me.Ki' ~e~nt '6.r tb l)I"Oviae oth~n-··• ~uiJ..diug' materials. 

For the ~ime ~~i~g, in Doual~; th~re· is a n~t and bolt ' manu:facturing. plant ·but. it 

uses• .. ~a~ ~te;ials that ~re imported·. it does not work with locally produced. 

iron. The point is vhethe; l.ocal. ~on~umption will be suf'ficient to justify the 

setting up of native industries. All this applies to major projects or major 

artistic works· fo·r the building of .nat·ive housing o'i:- smalier ·ouil,~ngs_. 

• • Eff~~s ba.ve been made, particularly· by the Soc'i~te :innnobi~i~re du· Cemeroun, 
, . . • • •, ! ~ . . . 

which is a firm that is operating partly on public funds ~d partl.y -0n native 

fwicis,in. drder_ to improve the utili'zation· of' loca.l_materi_als. • This company·, . i n 

cl~se • co-;oj_icratiotl_ wi ih the §.£Siete:;' de J.)r~voyance' has dra:fted pilot building 

plans which sr~ base~ on the consumption of local ma.terials. of· course, the · 

re~ult is that the cost of building is reduced. 
- , ' : . 

.. We hope that with the help of the credits that the SocHte immobiliere . . du 

Crunercun reay grant _to these societies, this type or construct~ori ·may expand .and 

will result . in radical improvements in rural. housing. 

, ' , &: sca:rr (New Zealand): ~ have no further questions. r ·should like 

to thank the special -representative for ·h1s full answers. 

• , -
Mr. SCHEYVEN (Belgium) ( interpretation :from French) .: On ·page llO of the 

annual, ·report, I read ·>Ji th se.tisfact~on that the Bureau de·s sols hss ta.ken ··up·· ~he 

question of erosion in the • Bamil~k~ ~ountry ~. - -Unfortunately, ·I also read . that the 

recomm~ndations of the technicians go counter to tradition or are forbidcen hy 

c~st~m• •• The tra.dition~ · th~r~ have ~de it necessary for the ·work to go very 

slowly. 

The Visiting Mission in 1952 .was concerned With the question of 'erosion in the 

Bamil~k~ region. This question appears in paragraphs 184 and 185 of ~the Visiting 

Mission's report. It is suggested there that since the Bamilekes do not want to . ' . . 
take .the advice given to them, the .Visiting Mission"would' suggest·:waya to send 

Bamil~k~s- to .oth~t. re~i~ns, for · example, ··so · that they could see some of the: . . . . . . . . 
terrace f _a.rming e.nd_. then . change their methods of farming; • This measure may or may 

not have .~een adopt~d. I ;~nder if t he special· re.presentative coul,d give me any 

information. I also wish to a~k a corinected' question. Do-they really realize 
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how great the problem· is'l • As I said at: another me.e_ting,: Africa is dying. 

• The erosion o-r the soil 1a rA.vaging- all Afric~. · • If so~thing is n(\t .~or14:, 

the -whole continent will' become steril.e. .In view of this si tµation, I wonder, 

as did the Visiting Mission, whether some definite and obl igatory ~easures should 

not be taken so as to remedy this, very grave· situation. . . · 

Mr. BECStJZY (Sp~ciru. representative) (interpretation from French): As 

regards the first question, I em somewhat perplexed because I do not know whether 

the agricultural services have sent Bamilekes into the Mokolo region to study the 

plantations there. -I have not heard of such an experiment;. but it may be that 

such an experiment was carried cut . In any .case_, I do not think that it produced 
' ~ • 

fruitful results because the situation does not seem to have been improved. Of 

course, some farmers have listened to the advice of the agricultural technicians 

in that it is .better to plant their crops according to the contour of the terrain 

rather than the old method. 

As regards the strict regulation of an obligatory character, it is definite 

that it would be useful. I must, however, s-tate with regret that a strict 

regulation of an obligatory character already exists for the protection of forests 
. . 

and that the local administration is encountering steadfast opposition on the par:t 

of the local population. It is also encountering ill will and there are 

continuous complaints .either before the courts or .before_ the political 

organizations . At this stage, I think that the local administration is hard.J.y 

able to institute rigorous regulations unless that had the voluntary support of 

the population. 

The two suggestions which are -made here are very useful indeed. However, 

they have to be thought of in connexion with a continuous propaganda action. . It 

. is a very thankless task. Yet we are urging our agricultural technicians to 

pµrsue it relentlessly. 

Mr. BARGUES {France) ( interpretation from Fr~nch): , May I add a few 

words to what the special representative has just stated. The problem.that was 

raised by the representative of Belgium and. also by the representative of 

New Zealand deserves to have the attention of .the .Council focused on it for it is 

one of importance among the many which bear on our administration of Trust 
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Territories." It :i.s ·a ~vei·y grave problem bec:ause these Territories, and generally 

all the Territories of tropical Ai'rlca, suffer ,t this stage from constant 

deforestation e.nd· low-grade agricultural practices. This has gone on for 

centuries and perhaps for thousands ot: years. Very:.Tecently, since the European 

peoples became responsible for the administration of .Territories, some measures 

have been taken to protect the land.. Whatever measures we take, it is of course 

not possible in a few decades to repair damages which were caused over a period ·or 

perhaps thousands .of years. 

The Trusteeship Council should pay attention to:this problem because it is 

only within the framework of international co-operation that it will be possible 

to remedy this progressive sterilization of African soil. I understand that a 

conference was held recently in Leopoldvill~ in order to study this problem. · 

However, as the special r epresentative pointed out, the main obstacle, whether it 

is a ques~ion of measures of persuasion or measures of :oercion, is the lack of 

comprehension by the native population. Thus is it important and I be1ieve 

that I pointed this out in the Standing Committee on Petitions -- that we undertake 

a campaign of persuasion, accompanied by sanctions against the indigenous 

population. 

Mr. SCHEYVEN (~elgium) (interpretation from French): I thank the 

representative of France a.nd the special representative for their explanations. 
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Mr • . s. s .. LIU '(China):-·· .-·· i'be anntllli~•rep.ort-. r .~i'ers:,.1n sections 56 .to 60 -

on page· ll4 to vari'ous experiments which the Mminil>trat~on-cond.ucted 

duritig the .year m.th a view to -increasiµg .. -.agr:i,cult\U"al -l)]:'oduction~ 

The repres-entative .of New Zealend ha.a .already .JDentioned the -cu.1:-~ivation :of. rice. 

Here·~the :report .a'lso mentions .the attempte:4: :t.;ntroduction of. tea _.and the . · 

plan~ing of: new varieties of .cotton and tobacco. .. I-- shoul.d lik_e to know 

in greater detail ·about ·the things th~t. pr_~ being don_e by the. _Administering. 

Authority, what progress haa been achieved and what a):'.~_-,~h~. P.,x:ospec_ta for i;;he 

futur~ ·developm~mt, of· aU _:~be.se-prociucts.; . 

.. . Mr . BECQ,ll'}.'Y (Speci{ll.-•?:~pr.esentative) (inter:pretat;!.on from French): . 

I ahOllld. lik~ to ask. vbether _:the question .applies to tea, and tobacco or to .. 

other products also. 

Mr • . s, s. LIU {China): , . Tea; to):iacco and cotton • 

. Mr. · BECQUEY (Specia.l representa:tive) . (int~rpre,tation from -French): 

• As regard~ tea , we are onl.y at the experiments1 stage as regards acc1ilnat~zing 

tea, and thi_s is being done in the region of Dscbang. We have importe~ 

plant~~ _Their growth and their yie1d are beil'!g closely watched. However, 

I do n~t h~~e definite informati~~ as ·to the con~lusi~ns .which the technicians . . . .. . 
have reached up to now. B~t up to the present time, the indigenous 

inhabitants have not themselves undertaken the growth of these agricultural 

products through the spreading 0£ pl.ants in the country. There are no native 

grovrers, 

As regards tobacco, there are two types of production. One type is 

done by a body directed by Europeans. It i~ done by the Societe d'exploitation 

industrielle des tabacs frangais. This company owns plantations. 

Nevertheless, in the eastern part of the Territory there are_also indigenous 

producers . 

two _cases. 

Production seems to be maintained at the same 1eve1 in the 

There does not seem to be much possibility of developing this 

product on a very large scale because of the nature of the soil. I am not 

a technician,and I therefore cannot give you the reasons for this. 
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I think that· the· soil which .is . favo~able· for -the .. growth ·of· tobacco-
•• · ·• · : • • •·~, t · :· : ::' .t.:~ .. l' . ' .' ! /' • .. : ~•::.• . . · •:: ~: J • • . , ~.•·• ... :·. ' •, : ~, .. ··- \ 

, is not; very' ext~nsive at the present time, and it ·does not se.em that great 

• pro~~ss can be· envi·s~~ed 1~' t.hi~ fi~l<i:al~o i:iechus~ of the pre Jent state · of . '. ; · . . . 

our knowledge • 

. : .As ·regards cotton, . we have w;i_t~essed; ·fn"the pa'st three ~r . four years 

a ;esurr~ct,i~n· or:·- cotton p;~d~cti'i:,:_ i -~ : th~· -~'or~·herri :part .of· \ ·he Te;ritory·~ 
• - • ' l •, ••• • • • • 1 / ' 1 •' •. • • ; • • • • \ • ' • 

We :produced l,000 .tpns of, raw · cot.ton last year, and we will perhaps produce . . . . . . ' ' ' .. . 
8,000 ton_s: ·tliis . year• . I think ~hat the ·production. ~i' cotton: can . be expanded. 

•. . • . • - . . . . 
Nevertheless;t ve .. are ·faced with another problem in this field: 

. . . . • ' 

·that .. of 

the balance of crop~. in t he northern reeion·s. • • The mechanized produc'tion 

of cott~n is rath~/ Q.iffi~ult in thes~ r~gi;ns. as cotton· requites much manual 

l~bo~ •• : • :r~ ,'.voul.d be 4a.rmful. to 1,.:.I1balan~~ the ·wh~le . situat~on.· In other· 

wor~s, i~.·-~ould not. be _ vis~ to .int;t'.oduc~ cotto~ on sucih ·a scale ,so that·._the 
. ' . . ' . . ' ' 

pr:ocl.uct·1on .of . f~od crops woul.d suffer. • There is al.so a human. probl.em t here, 

a human .. limitation.. • It is possible that in the :future these er.ops can be . , . , . . . . . . . 
develope_q.. l?Y. i!lc7easing t he areas of _production ._ It is ·not very likely that 

we · cap in :the .. ~-~tu.al producing areas increase the cul.tivated. land area, 
... . . ' . -· . . . , 

for that pol~~y voiµ.d inevitably involve a decrease in t he l.ands devoted to 
' ... , ; . . • . • 1 

food products ,-_ ,· . }:t . 1s however possible to extend these crops to zones which 
. ' 

~r:e n9t: no~ ·Pf-Oducing_ f.qod products • 

.. •·: .. ·-Mr. S.. S. LIU (China) :·. -One • of t he conclusions r eached by the 

Trus:t_e.e_ship C_ouncil at its thirteenth session was related to the question of . .. .. . •: 

financial returns to the cocoa farmers. . 

In-the· resolution adopted by the Council at that · session, some concern was 

expressed: over the close reJ.ationship between these returns ··an·d ·the . . . ~ . . . 
f1:uctt1,ation~ in. the.wqrld market price of cocoa. . . . . The T~uste~·ship Council 

; 

nlso requested the Administering Authority to study .further measures which 

might be taken to ensure stability oi returns for the cocoa producers. I do not 

know whether the Administra~ion ha~ taken any measures· or i s c~nt~plating 

any meas~es 'to .• implement that resolution of the Trusteeship Council. I do not 
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I do not remember whether there is;,such a 't;bing as_ a stabilizat_ion 

fuod in this Territory as exists in some other Territories . If there is none, 

is it the intention of. the-Administering ,Authority to establish one~ 

Mr. BECQUEY (Special: representati-ve) . (interpretation from French): 

The n~ed f or a stabilization fund has of course-no~ escaped the ettention 

of the_ Adminiote_ring Authority whicl) has welcomed with pleasure tpe 

recotIIIIlendations 0£ the Trusteeship Council on this FOint. . Neverthe1ess, 

I think we should stress th~t the Administering Authority is not the only 

interested party as regards this q~estion ,and that in a field of this kind 

it does not take decisions on its -ovm initiative a~y more; it must obtain 

the co-ope~ation_and approval of _the Territorial, Assembly. I do _not wish to 

say.that the Territorial Assembly is not aware of the problem and that 

it is not convinced of the need to do ·s omething about it. I . would therefore 
' ' .. ' ,, . .. 

.be discrec;liting the locai_administ~ation and letting it be thought that its 

power of persuasion is very weak. I am certain -- and I have spolcen 

to several -interested parties--. that the members .of .the Territorial Assembly 

are convinced of the need to do something. However, to establish a 

stabilization fund means the compulsory reduction of .the ,Price now l)Bid 

to producers , a price which at the present time is relatively high;_ you also 

have to find some funds -available in the budget which each area or de,Partment 

t ries to use for the. needs of its own section or in the public interest. 

I must say that the problem was taken up this year and that the members 

of the Territorial. Assembly seem to have _made . some progress, but _.for the 

moment no concrete achievement can be noted. No funds have been set aside 

from the budget for the creation of this stabilization fund, and at this s_tage 

it has not been deemed possible to reduce the prices that are paid to the 

producers. 

Mr. S. s. LIU (China): I have a ~ost question with regard to 

income tax~s. This question has ~ngaged the ciose attention 0£ the Council 

for some time, and at its thirteenth session the Councii noted progress 

that had been made in attem~ting to introduce a progressive income tax 

in place of th~ flat-rate _tax now imposed in the Territory. I wonder if the 

6feciai representative would be good enough to tell us whether any further 

progress has been made in this matter. 



BHS/mlw T/Pv.566 
31 

Mr. BECQUEY· "(Special' r~p;es·entative) (~terpretation .from French): No 

basic structural reform has been enacted this year, and therefore there has been· 

no progress on that score. However, I would like to note the fact that the _tax 

is not of a ::;'ingle type .... • The tax is a· unique tY3?e, and ·the minimum tax is 
. :..: ~. ' • • .. 

staggered according to the paying capacity of the taxp..•iyera. ·· AG regards the 

obligatory minimum tax, there are four categories. The basi~ category 

1s category No.3; the second category is the tax multiplied by two; the first 
. . 

category . is the tax multipled by three; the fourth category, that of the lower 
• ' I • 

echelon, involves ·a d~vision by two. 

, As regards the contribution for solidarite sociale, the rates ot 

multiplication and division are different -- we have the coefficients 31 6 and 

0.25. • Thus, thete is a otnggering of the tax in accordance with the earning 

capat?ity ·of the people concerned~ The • 1deal solution would be to establish 

a progressive tax which would apply to all i~xpayers . However; that is an . 

objective which is rather far removed from reality. In order to draw up 
. . . . , 

rosters I a. deta.iled census 'would have to ·be taken, periodic inventories would be . . 
required and a tax return verification system would have to be drawn up. All 

this would neceosarily involve considerable personnel. I do not believe that 

this can be done 1n the near future. Nevertheless, I think -that some progress 

can be noted in the· fact that the census which has been carried out does enable 

us to ascertain the resourcl.a's of ea.eh person checked. Gradually we _shall have 

a roster, and this roster .will have to reflect the fact that the recei~t of the 

truces is carried out on a village basis~ Nevertheless, the· chiefs who collect 

the taxes will be able to impose them more .fairly among the members of the 

CO!Illllunity. 

Mr. SINGH {India):- In reply to a question on ·forests; the op_ecial 

representative said that the recommendation ot the Trustee3hip Council ··was 

brought to the notice · of the Territorial Assembly when it dis.cussed that 

quezt1on. I should. like to clear up a doubt 1n my mind in that connexion.· 
Are the resn:ut1ons and coocluaiono ·of the Truoteeehip COUD.cil brought 

to tht; . n· :·~ice of ~he Territoria~ As sembly as a .rule, or c, J..y when e. relevant 
. •. 

question · is disc·ussed oy the Territorial Assembly1 
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Mr. BECQUEY {Special representative) (interpretation from -French): 

There is no rule in this field. 

Mr. SINGH (India): . In connexion with the ten~year plan, :in the 

outl,~e I find that ~be_.main economic aims are given; They ·are all very · _ 

admirable, and I am sure that they will bring great benefit to the Territory. 

I should like to know whether the special representative or the Adminiaterin~ 

Authority has_some sort of an estimate -- I do not expect exact statistics -- . 

as to what would be the rise in per capita _income, if not in the villages then 

perhaps in the main towns, when this ten-year plan is completed. 

Mr. BECQUEY (Special representative) (interpretation from French):. The 

local administration has attempted t~ make an assessment of the per capita income 

of the populatiqn. This was not successful because of the varied local 

conditions of the economy. ~ some .areas , the economy i s not of a monetary 

nature, and the exchange values vary from place to place, even in those removed 

from each other by only a few miles. It was therefore not possible to assess 

reliably the per capita income of the inhabitants. 

Mr. SD'lGH (India): I find in the outline that the production of some 

crops has increased and for one or two crops it has decreased. I have not 
been able to learn whether the total area c;,f land under cultivt..tion has increased 

from 1952 to 1953 or whether it has remained the same. 

Mr. BECQUEY (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

Page 349 of the Annual Report contains a table of the planted areas in hectares. 

There are, of course, rather unusual variations.. ·For example, in the first line, 

as regards mils and sorgho1 the area has decreased; . as regards corn and rice, 

it has i ncreased. It is obvious that we are witnessing at this stage a decline 

of planted areas for products which bring poor prices in the world markets. 

Th~re is an increase for those crops which bring a more f~vourable return. Of 

course, too much importance should not be attached to these figures. • However, 

there has been a fairly large increase between 1952 and 1953. We do not Qave the 

total stati stics for all the planted areas. 
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Each official of the agricultural service r~s~onsible for a given area must 

supply figures for areas tt.·: ' ,ave been planted and figur~s for the production of 

the areas . This ii; done in a rather arbitrary manner, e:1,ther by :personal 
. ' ' . . : . . ~' . •• ' 

inspection or by making inquiry on the spot. This i s· not a very reliable 
. . 

procedure. Nevertheless, an increase can be noted in the planted areas, which 

i s due to certain fairly obvious reasons. On the one hand, there has been an 

improvement of the road system,· which enables one to go ·rarther' inland. There 

has also been a change in the structure of the economy. Until now each family 

lived within a closed economy and produced the food crops and industrial 

products which it required. We are now witness ing the slow diversif ication of 

agriculture. 

Mr. SINGH (India): In industrial production, I :find that ~h_ere was no 

increase in the production of soap. :Also in the production of butter I note 

that there was a consider able decline. Can the special representative tell us 

why there Wa8 no increase in the production of soap? Was that the maximum 

amount they needed and why has there b·een no increase in the import of soap? 

Secondly, why did the production of butter fall off so much? 

Mr. BECQUEY (Special representative) (interpretat.ioz:i from French): I 

have no infor mation on that subject. As regards the production of soap, it 

results from the production of palm oil. I can therefore assume that if there 

was no increase in the p'roduction of soap it was due to the fact that the price 

for palm oil was,not very satisfactory, and therefore the oil was· not brought to 

the soap plants . 
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Perhaps the supply fr(\Jll overseas covers the local needs, but thatis, of course, 

a.personal impressfon. 

decrease in production. 

As r egards butter, I do not know what has caused the 

I know that it is produced by a single farm, but I have 

no detailed information on the subject, 

Mr. SINGH (India): I have no more questions in this field, but I 

should like to propose, for the _consideration of the Council, that . the 

recommendations of the _Council, at least in the economic, social and educationa1 

fields, should be brought to the attention of the Territorial Assenbly every 

year. 

Mr. SEARS (United States of America): I understand that a geological 

map of the French Cameroons is being compiled. How soon will this map be ready 

for distribution? 

v~. BECQUEY (Special representative) (interpretation from F~ench): 

I regret that I do nc;,t have the map with me. It is in my office in Yaounde • . 

Mr. SEARS (United States of America) : My question was, .is it 

avaiiable for public distribution? 

Mr. BECQUEY. (Special representative) (interpretation from French): Yes . 

Mr. SEARS (United States of America): In l.953 the report said that 

foreign ·investments in the Cameroons bad fallen off. What was the reason for 

this, and how were they last year, 

Mr. BECQUEY (Special representative) (interpretation from French): 

I have no figures for i954; I do not know whether they have increased or not. 

As regards their falling off in the past, .I do not think that we should consider 

the rhythm of investment year in year out because t here is no actua1 rhythm. 

Ther~ were fo~eign invest~ents when the storage plant for hydro-carbides was , 
buiit. This is due to th~ fact that the Cameroons is not a Territory which 

appeals to foreign investors -- and I use the word "appeal.", in the English 
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. sense of the word. It is no-'; a co,mt:..~y which is well kno'W'l"\; investor.s 

hesitate to invest the j_r money .the!'e . The ste.tus of the Tei•rito17 i s uuknown. 

Unless sa.fegU?.rds of a political nature are provided, there is so:ne reticence 

in :-egard tc invest:i.r.g rr-oney. Saf egu.;.i::.·ds m.ie,lrt be :pro....-ir_ed by local goverum.ents; 

this' has ·been c.one in other parts of t:,e wo:::-ld. 'Wi.,en I sr,eak of foreign 

investment, I include French i n•restment . .The difficulties are aue .to the 

degree of uncer caint:y al.out the , :hole pla-:.e . 

Hr. SEARS (UnHed States of America) : There b<:J.s been some talk about 

starting a ~ellulos e industry in the Territor;> • Who.t are the prosp1:.cts for such 

an industry, if any, tou.ay? . 

M!' . P.-EC~u~EY (Spectal r epresente:tj.ve) (interpretation-from F:i.·ench) : 

As far e.s I know, no progress bas bee.n made ec; yet in this . reg~::d, although I 

h:1.ve no doubt that it will be co.rried. out in t,he n.e.:1r i'~,.:;1\l"e. 

M!". EGUIZ,'\I:litL (El S31 vad.or) ( inter:?retation fr~:m Sp2:1ish) ~ I do not 

-see in the re:r:;ort any fig,ures -with r egard to the c:~.ount of m.tive ir,dnstry 

p!'oduction. I should lil(e to ask the Special re:i;re~entative to be kind enough 

to give us Borne estimate of the indlgeJOUs industri~l producti0c ani whether 

such a1;ount can be considered as a sig.1ifica~1t fe.c. t(ir, a;ii wh::.t wou:..~1. ·te the 

pe:rcer..tage cf indigenous p:roduction as co:n.;;,ared with ncn-indi[e.QOUs \ -:.'eduction. 

~. BECQ.l"EY (Special representative) (interp::-etation from Frcnci:l) : 

I have no i':i..:I•J.:::-es a.t my a.isposaJ. in that cnn:-u'!xior.. S:ich fig1 ,.:•::es a:·:e of a 

glc.bal na.tu::c ~ But I should. like t.o a.3k the repTe;3eutati ve of _El s.-.~ .... ~clor exo.ct< 

'\.: l1at he metms by 5.r.dust!' j_al producticn. 

M ... . EGUI7ABAL (El Sa1vado.r) ( intcrpret-:.tion from Spai:lish): I am 

referi·in.g to the uma.l1. ind.ustr :Les wl1ic:h are operated by t-he ir:digee'.ms 

popula.tkn in e;eneral , but it Geems to me 'that the answer has been z;.ven since 

I h~ve noted that there are no figures in the report . I should like to asl~ now 

whether the Administering Authority has any specific plan for encoure.ging .small 

induGtry production in order to cor.vert it into an impor tant factor in the 

over-all industrial prc,duc·tion of the Territory and thus to ir.iprove the g€!11era.l 

standard of living. 
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Mr :..Y.FCQtf§..! (Spec:La.l rerrese:ntati.v-e) ( ivte1·pret2.tion from French) : 

• The i ndustrial produ.-~tion of the indigenous popuio.tion is of c.n o.rtisc1:1 o:l.ture, 

although th~ building of houses , for ext,."T:plE>, is o. type of industri:.il production. 

Several housing development ccncerns are in t:ie hands of Cr..re:<'::::-con:bn:.;, bi.xt I have 

no figures in this conne~:io:i . Gener ally speaking, however, inc.u5tri2.l -pi·oduction 

is of an artisan type . Of course, the nati....-es who o-wn the 1.utul)e:' ml.J.2.3 con 

scarcely contribute significantly to the forestry exploitatio::1 of the country, 

as the report indicates . Actually, the J.a:rgest ·inc.ustrir.l enter:;irises have 

been supported by foreigr. ea.pi tal and are , of ccurs~, l:l3.n1scd 1::y cut::;icicrs . 

As r egards the projnctn of the Awr,i.uir.ter ing A1.1thor1.-+.;y, we roust distinguish 

betveen two factors . First of ~ll , the J\drr,:!..nistering Authority is , o .·: course , 

concerned. with 1ncre1s1ng tlle industr1~i.:uzation of the Territory and of putting 

the means of industrialization in the bends of the Africans. I referred just 

now to the butter 1'<1.ctory at Meignnga; I could mention e.lso the heri•in(;-curlri.g 

plant at Fort Foureau and the stockyard at Uaroua . 
. . 

A provident society is directed by the Chief of the Sub -clivi sio~s; 
f 

it belongs to the p0pulati6n . The nmnagement is elect e<l. by the pcpnl a-1;:i.on, and 

the vice-precid.ent is elected by the board of the or13ani7.ation . One ·mic;ht say 

that that is a type of industr y which belongs to th~ Ca:ileroonie,n:, . 

The same can be · said er the her ring-•curing plant at Fort Foure~u. As 

r eGards the stockyard at Haroua, it was built by public SQbscrivtion and has 

been farmed out. The pe!'son who operates the concession is a Eur·0pea.n; 

nevertheless he is serving the commu..-r1ity, o.nd it is difficult to see whether 

that industry is Cameroonian or foreign. 
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. ...... , . ... _, (Mr. Becquey, Special representative) 

0~ 'the other .band, ~thin the fr~etrork of the so-called societes de 

prevoyence and the su:pery~sQ~ servi,<;~ • o~_ t~q_ GQ:-opere.tj,ves , _ a V:igorous · 

encouragement is offered to induatriaJ.ize.tion •. . A_ coffee p~~ter, for i .tl!,lt8:nce, 

may own a. coffee lilill. The Cr~dit du CameroU?l and the so~called coiomu,nal .F'.und, as . . . . . . . . 
well as t~e _ sec iete de prevoyance ·and t _be su~~!viso:ey service c-f tp_e . co-o;perati ves, 

off er ere di t every ye_ar_ ,. as large as ,possible, f _or the c1evelopmep,t . of the native . . . , . . •' . . - . . ' . 
art~cles and cr~fts. . . . 

The situation in this field is of course fairly fluid. It is difficult to . •' ,.· ~ • . . ' . . . . . . . . 
give ~ta~~~tica.l de.ta. _on the 61.l.bject._ _That :i,s why euch date. does not __ figure in. 

. ; . ·. . . ' .. . . . 
the report. Nevertheless, I can say that ~here is clear-cut progress ~P that 

field ·and, indeed, indi viclually or collect~ v~~, th~ Csn:eroo:r:iia:ns a~e· -~artic~;ating 

in indus~ry to a. growing extent, and ther_e _is valid llope tha:t the Territory will 
+ • • • • • • • 

b~- industriaJ.i~~d with the growing pa.rt~ciJ?ation of _~he nat;1ve_s, as w~s _ r~~._9~ended 

1:ly the ~ru_s:teesbiI\ Council. .. _ . r 
. . 

. . ' : . . ' 
~?JJ.Z.~BAL (El_ Salvador)( :!nterpre~t\tio~ from Spanish): I have one fina1 

qu~sti~, . Concerning the industrial field, . I would like to know whether, aa 

regards t~e ~ecommendation which the ~rusteeship Council issued.at its thirteenth . . . . ·. . 
session, to the effect that the Administering Authoritr ought ~o encourage -~d -. 

stimulate the development of light industry with the greatest pcsaible participation 

of indigenous inhabitants, the Administering Autnor1ty._.pas dra~ ~:P W:lY specific 

project f~r the establishment 9r creation of li_ght industry, _ as indi?at(;!<:1, by :the 

reco~endat1on'l For example, I have in mind_ textiles, the processing . of .b;ides ~nd 

leather and the manufacture of' shoes_. I should like to have some reply with 

regard to this pe.rt1cuJ.ar matter .. 

Mr. BECQUEY (speciaJ. representative)(interpretation 1'~011: French): The 

Adpd.nistering Authority has not looked at the. problem from the same viewpoint as . . . . . . . ' ' . . . ' . . . . . . ' ~ 

seems _tp be the case with the representative of EJ. Salvador. Tbe Administration . . . . . . . . . . . · ... 
said: We have t9 _industria11ze .. What shall we do_ aboµt it? We must draw up_a plan. 

• . . . .. . . . .. ' .. . . . . 
I remember _a petition which vas filed, for example, _request~ns _tha~ a_ sard+ne , . . . . . . . . . . ' 
industry be set up in the _B~l~ke area. But there _y~s no sea there, there wer~ no 

. • . ' 

boats, there were no fishermen and there wss no tin or metal to ~ake the cans. . .. . . ,· . . . . 
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Therefore, the Adminintration va~ rather embarrassed in having to answer such 

a petition. our :problem was not to consider it t'rom that angle. It was based on 

.the premise that on~ bad to give the native population a chance to direct its 

attention to certain industrial projects when it felt like it. No deta11ed plan 

was dre:wn up following the r_ecornmenda.tion of the. Trusteeship Council. This already 

existed before. We found in the recommendation pf the Trusteeship council an 

encouragement to ·pursue the fulfilment of that plan so as to give the popul.ations 

an :opportunity to market their goods by means ·of the co-o:per~t1ves, by means of 

the societes de prevoyance or by .means of credits provided by the Credit du 

Cameroun. 

For the time being this tYl'Je of action is being carried out. I do not think 

that we can deliberately direct the :popul.ation in one way or another, except by 

setting an exampl.e. The societes de prevoya.nce or the societes d I economie mixte 

have set up oil mills t'or transformation of pa.lm oU. They have set up stockyards, 

butter holds, a.nd so on. We have left· it to the natives to set up the small plants 

fo1: the processing of coffee grain·. At this stage in any case, I do not think that 

cine can .say_in detail what "1ill be the type o-r industry towards which the 

:popul.ation would be inclined. 

Mr • • EGUIZABAL (El Salvador)(interpretation from Spanish): I have no 

further questions. I siiqply wanted to have~ clarification here. I said nothing 

a.bout sardine fishing. i mentione~ the me.nu:fa.cture of shoes and a few things of 

that nature. I tried ·to be very practical about this. I think that it would be 

a very good idea to establish some light industry there. 

Mr·. TARAZI (Syria) (interpretation f'rom French): In chapter I of the 

sixth part, the Administering Authority has mentioned the powers of the Territorial 

Assembly in the budgetary field. On page 62 we note that the budget is prepared 

by the Finance Bureau and 1s debated chapter by chapter by the Territorial Assembly. 

Then, on ~age 65, paragraph 35, we find restrictions and reservations, with regard 

to the power of the Territorial. Assembly, as concerns taxes. 

The question X would 11ke to put to the sp~cial. representative· is the 

following: If the Territorial. .Assembly is competent in the budgetary field, does it~ 

competence stop in the budget field, or does it also enter into the field of 



AW/eig 

(Mr. Tarazi 1 Syria) 

fiscaJ. legislation? The authority which· ·has the power to draw up the budget -would 

also seem to have the power to modify fiscaJ. legislation bearing on the budget. 

Mr, BAEGUES (France){interpretation from French): The deliberative 

power of the Assembly only as regards the budget is total. e.nd unrestricted. · The 

fiscal deliberations which are not part of the budget are merely one of the 

elements wlu.ch reflect on the budget. These deliberations of a fiscal nature 

fall within the category which I outlined yesterday. They are ttandatory only · 

under certain conditions. Some of thuee deiiberations can be decisive oi:u.y if 

within a period of ninety days they have not been e.nnulJ.ed by the executive power 

of the metropolitan country. Other types of deliberations become mandatory one~ 

they have been sanctioned by the executive power of the metropolitan country. 

As regards the truces , the deliberations with the view of modifying the basis 

and collection of taxes - - the basis on which . the ta,xes are established, the , 

categories of t3.Xpayers and the rules for the collection of the taxes -- must be 

approved by the French Conseil d 1Etat. The del~berations which apply merely to 

the rights of taxation, according to the ·categories that nave already been set up, 

become mandatory if they have not been vetoed by the executive power. 



RSH/bd 

(Mr. Barguea, France) 

Therefore, the powers of -_the Territorial Assembly are tp.e so.me as the . poy1ers 

of the legislative acsemblies in the more adv~nced WesteJ;'n European ~out:1trie1;1. •· 

In the .fiscal field, the powers of the Territor;f.al Assembly are restricted 

because they are subject to approval from above~ • • . ,. , • 

Mr. TARP.ZI (Syria) (interpretation fr~m French): On page. 69 of the 

annual report .reference is made to :the issue of paper money. _He are told tpat . 

aut~ority for this is held by the Caisse centrale ~e ln France d'outre~ under 

. th~ Ordinances of 2l~ July 1942 a.nd,2 February 1944. In :view of the fo.c-t;. that 

the CCFOM is an institution which : issues paper mon~Y .. th;-oughout the French .. Union, 

-with the exception of the roet~opoliten territory, has the Administration 

envisaged the creation of some inctitution, separate from the CCFOM, sinpe the 

. Cameroons, as we~l a.s Togoland, has ~ special status i _n the French Union'l 

Nr. Ri\RGUES. (Fra.nce) ( interpretation .. fr<;>m French): 'l'his problem has 

secured the attention of the F~ench Government. T~e system that applies to the 

' territories ur.ic.er French administration is a very complex one. The Ca.isse 
/-

centrale de la France c11 outro.-mer does not·hav'e th~ privilege of issuing paper 
' .. • .. 

money· in all the territories . In the metropolitan territory that privilege 

belongs to the B~nque de France; in Alg~ria and Tunisia, it is exercised by 

the Banque d1Algerie et de Tunioie; in Morocco, it is execised by the 

Banque d1Etat du liloroc; in the Associa1ed States of Indochina, by three 

institutions which were set up quite r ecently; in Madagascar, by the Bnnque de 
I • 

Madagascar;. and in Heat J\frica and Togoland, by the Ban9.ue de 1 1 Afrique 

• occidentale. The Caisse centrale de la. France d 1outre-~!:! has this privilege 

of · issuing money only in the oversee.s departments, such, as the Antilles, Guiana 

and Reunion Island, the Cameroons and Equatorial Africa. Quite recently, so 

r ecently, in fact,that the information I have is based on reports of the 

Agence France~Presse which I received two or three days ago, two decrees have 

been enacted under the specio.l poyrers that were given to the French Government 

recently by the French Parliatnent. Under these two decrees, two new 

institutions have been set up. One will replace the Banque de 1 1Afrique 

occidentale in Togoland and in West Africa, and the other will replace the 
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Caisse centrale de la France d 1 outre-mer in the Cameroons and Equatorial _ _ ..;...:;.. ____ ,..:..;.;...__ , ___ _ 

Africc. 

Tbia in the·only in:fomation I have, and. I know thc.t it will not f:lntisfy 

the objection which wo.s voiced by the r cp't'csentative er' Syric.1 n~mely, that 

Togoland and· the Camcroons hove n r;:;-r..:tern -S:cr the iseu~ of p •:>;.,ier reo~ey 

which docs not apply to them a.lone, but which 1s also r.J.pplicnble.to certain 

othe:o overseas territor:.es or to other pa:::ts of the Frr:!.i!Ch Union. The?•efore, 

t!le regime is the sa,·i1e for ter:d tories which do not b:1:,re the sn:-ae political 

status, but I do not think th:i.t is a major objectio.1;, :ecl'.Use ;it is not a 

matter of adr.iinistra.tion onl:;·, bat of bank adti.inistrc.b.on, t:>o. For instance, 

Fro.nee a~d the P.d.ncip:i.J.it:,· o-r Mcnu-:o ho.vc the satne s,;·.:;ter:i f'or the issue of 

money, but they havz a dif:f'e~·ent pol:1.tical sta.tuG. 

Mr • .12:.:!II.ZI ( Syrii::.) ( :~ nte.::-pret:,:,, tion fro:-:i Fr~nch): I +.hank the 

r 0presentoti ve o-: frc-.ncc fc~ his s ,~.:ii,ement but I wctC.<'.t t a.'--:e the liberty of 

pointir:r; to a fact. T'..1e rej_",:::·es~ll"t·-~~•,ive o-:: France spo:~c of 'runisia and 

Morocco o.s b ein~ po.rt of the rr,mc·r~ Union, but the • sovc:re:.@lty of the~e 

territories wo.s. rocor,11i~ed by Mr,. R:-,bert Schumc.n of .F-1·ance in a speech which 

be nw.~e in• 1952 . • He suid the:1 that the~e States were sove;:reign, and I take 

the liberty of r.J.oking this comment now. 

~ -E~R~~1ES (France)(interpretation from Frer.ch): ~ apologize for 

my lapse, whicr.. has bc.-~n noted by the representative of Syria. Morocco and 

Tunisia are not part of the French Union, they ·are part of the ~~~-fr~~, and 

since I was refe~~b.g me:·ely to the moneta~y problem., I ha:l to quote th-::m. 

Mr. TA~'\.ZI _(Syria) (interpretation from Fren-:-h): With regard to 

foreign trade, the Administering Authority informs us that ~tere are no 

restri<:tions on this trade, and that the only restr;ictionswr..ich exist .are 

concerned with the availability of forejgn exchange •. For e:!sn exchange fo mo.de 

available to the territory by the Office de_~hn:1ges_. Could the special 

representative tell us whethe"i· there is such an. office in the territory or 

w:iether it is the · Cnisse centr·alc d ' outr2-mer which makes f'oreign exchange 

available to the territory? 
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Mr. BEQ._s._UEY (Special represente.tive) ( interpretation from French) : 

There is e.~1 Office des ~hange~ in the tcrr:!.tory, and t:iis is connected with the 

Office des changes in the metropoJ.Han country. Under ito rath•~r compl;icated 

rules, it receives instructionsfrom the Di~ector of the £.~~:.£!!_~ra~..!. It is 

rather an intricate orgo.nizat:f.on, but tLe Of'f~£.':. d.:::s cha.n..;e~ i;:; a separ ate 

oiganizntion. 

Mr. TA~_~:f. ( Syria) ( in~erpreta.tion from French) : It ,·ill be recalled 

that under resclutions adopted at previous se:::sicns o-? the 1r1~uste;:).1hip Council 

it was recommena.ed that the Administering Authority c:-:.o"clld u-;;ilj_z0 t!1<.! 13ervices 

of the cpecio.lized. age::icies w:i.th r egard to the econc-m.y of the tcr::-ito:..-y . 

Reference to that also appca:,:s in the working document prepared by the Secretariat. 

That document, I would. add, iH a very excellent one and we .:i.re vc::r~' gratef:1J. to 

the Secr~tariat for it. On p;:,~c 12 of tao.t d.oc1nH:mt, refer0nce is ma.de to the 

utilization of t~a services of the speci~lized agencies . Has the Administering 

Authority hud rccout·se to the scrv:Lces of the Foc-d a:nc. Agriculture Oreanization, 

for eXX.:i)le .• du:::-::.ng t~e year t.:.nder review? 

Mr. B~CQ:.JE:f_ ( Specie.l rep1•escntati ve) ( interpr~tation from French) : No. 

Kr., TJIJ.:i~(Syria) (interpretation from French): In par~G!'C.Ph 53 in 

the working pape~ pr e~c~ed by ~be Secretariat, it is stated: 
11.At it,s thirteenth sess.ion, the Coun-::il noted with satisfaction 

the measures taken by the Administering Authority tow.::i.ras the industrial 

development of the Territory e.nd the extensio~ o:f financic.l c.ssistc.nce 

to existing craf'0 industries, o.nd recommtmded th~.t the ACminj sterir.g 

Authority encout'at;e the development of ligh:t industries vith greater 

p1:1rticipation by the indigenous inhabitants . " 

Have the indigenous inhabitants enjcyed greater participation in the light 

industries, or are they still in the hands of fcreig~1 investors7 

Mr . BECQUEY (Special representative) (interpretation from Frenc~): 

There has been inc:.eased participation by the indigenous inhabitant:::; within the 

framework of the action whicµ I described just now, action which escapes the 

atte?:tion of foreign capital. 
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Mr. T.ARA.Z! (Syria')(interpretation from· Fre·nch) : 
--- •«- <•-

You will recall that 

during th~ _th:i.~d sess_ion my delegation raised the_ la.r:.d quest:ton . 'rn view of • _' 

the petitions which h::?/1 been sent in prior thereto and whtch were stud.:i.ed by 

the Standing Committ-~e _ on Petitions durinz the thirte~nth as well as the 

fourteenth sessions, there was so:r;c genercl feeling for a si;& •.c! Jn:.ization of th~ 

land _ syst~m th~re. • Accord.L"lg to the obser..ratic-v .. ~ w~~,.ch my dele3ation made • 

durinG the general debe.te, we· asked that the la.'1d. reG1~1ter syst.en. be ext ended 

n1l over the 'l'ei·r.itory so as to do away with the cam:~::; for conRlict ex.isti!1g 

ther13. 

Has the Adminj_stering Authority cnYis~ged a..·iy w':,f:!.:i.a.arc.:!.c.ntion : of the land 

recordinc ~ystP..m so as to al.low the ter1·i toria.1 farmc-::-s to · work their la::ids with 

full sec1.1rity? 

~ ..£:£9,~;f (SlJec::.::i.."i. reprei.;en"':-ative)(interpretatio:l from French): 

I will stress fi:cst of all t:.w.t the la.r1cl t enure nyst c.n i.s un :.form in its 

d:!.ve--rsity since it a!)pltes t o n.11 t.~e Territory. • Shc,·,1ld a s i ngle system be· 

esta"!)lbhed wh5.::h would be coJ:_plete ly rigid? Our adT.inistrat;ton d,:>,;?S not 

:propose to carry 0ut :!:-zneclJ.~~te.ly the rec0rrr.ienc.n.tions issued aJ.ong these li~es 

because e.s my ac.r.:.infotratj_on is responsible .Y.~:-a -vi.?. the United Nations it is 

also respon·sible ~ -it3~--~ t!'.e peep.le of the Teri·itory and it d-:ies not feel that 

it is entitled.· to do a"r:ay ove:::night with t~e customary· laws that govc:...'7J. ·1and 

tenUxe. We · a.re r.ot entitled at this stl:l.ge to chenge the wh~:i.e land terrnre system · 

to a rigid systrnn. 

Last ~rear, I had the opportunity to sl)eak in the debate on this point. At 

that time , I poi;1ted out thi:.t it would probably be a c-2.tastrcphe if the system 

were ~~0bil:1.zed in the p resant otagc cf its dcvelop~~nt . 

The customary l e.n·i tenure sy9tem is a regime whi,,h is of a coJ.lective nature . 

Tne chief has , the land not as a human being bu.t o.s a c;hief .• as a symbol, as a 

personification of the CCJn".munity. The chief of the lm1d area, according to t he 

custa.n· which yarie_s , is entitled to allocate the use of a plot of land to a 

meob~r of the corr..munity·or even· to a foreigner to the community, but he 6.oes not 

issue any land grant~ 
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The a'tlendments ·which we are making a:re in ccnf'lict. with the customary J.o.ws • 

This conflict exists be"c,-i'een a more modern law a'1d a custcma:r.-J law. And if there 

are violent disputes tbo.t sometimes l_eo.d to physica.l violence , such objections 

are sometimes justified. 

While my odminii::tration hes the deep!:!s t respect ·for the reco_1:?n.3nda.tions 

which may be me:de to that effect a!\cl even reco1:p:i zes-t;;.1e fa.et ~hnt they mo:y be 

well fou~ded, our ideal is to bring the native po_pulation closer to a system of_ 

land tenure or land ·utilization th.:i.t will assure to t~1e pr·oducers ereo.ter 

guarnntee3 :' while reco13nizinc that ·Ghe system is des:i :t·r.:~le ~d. co::is~ious of the 

difficulties that actuaLly c_p~ose it in its o.pplicatio:i . 

As regards the system of the cA.da.r.tre or. land ren~~stro.t:'.o:i, my ndministro.ti on 

is atteopting to haYe the registrations proceed at on accelerated pace. 

Mr . G:-:r~~o:,z (Unio:-1 of Soyiet DociaJ.ist Republics )(interpretation 

from Rus s::..nn) : On paga ll3 of thz report , . it is poi;1ted out tbo ·•: agricul turo..l. 

implements that are usad by 4;he locru. populo.tion are conf'ined to the p16usb, 

so-call~c'l. I do not k1:,cw wh(~ther there is any indust1-y which is produclng 

agricult11rol irr;.;_:>l~nen-'.;s. 

On page 337, it is pointed out that 101 tons of ogricultural machinery were 

im:rorted.. If onJ.y 101 tons of agricultural implements were imported, it is 

obvious:i.y inadellu.ate ~ I should like to ascertr.in whethier t1.:~ h.omir.ister:l.ng 

Authority is doi..'1.g anyt hing or pro~csing to do enything in order to int:..·oduce 

nore u:9-to-do.te types of agric::ulturel implements either by building plants for 

the production of agricultural machinery or by increo.sii.1g imports of such 

machinery. 

Mr . BECQUEY. (e,:i;ieciol representative)(interpretation from French): 

The Soviet representative was kind enough to say that agrict:.ltural imp:J.cmcnts 

were, practically speaking, limited to . t~e plough. We:!.11 tl!e ·plough is not to 

be found ell over. They use scmethL'1g that is call ed. o. mache·c:e 
7 

a hoe with a 

very short handle,because they are used to bending o'.•er and worlCing the c:o.rth . 

This is not a very encouraging picture. 
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The question of producing o.gricultural equi:2ment in the Cameroons is very 

important . 

studied it. 

Personally, I run 11.ot in a position t? discuss it since r ·havenot · 

However, it seems to me that it ,rould. be a -ques~~ion of havi:'lg 

minerals and coal available, technical ex:oerts present and creating factories. 

This is all ver:y ex:9ensi ve . Ifatural ly, we have to cet :th:!.s equipm:mt from 

outs.I.de the Territor,J~ · We hs::e to :: .. .':nport it . 

The representa.ti ve of. tn.:! Sovi<:?t Union was }dnd encugh to dra·,r . atte:1tion • 

to . the figure of lCl to:is . I must say that- these are sta.tls-::;ics with respect · to 

customs e,1.:.d that ngricultural rno.chj_ncry is · sonethi.ng ve--:--,t ·cy:,~cial !n • customs 

terminology. ·. • It may be that tractors end such thinc;:3 figure U11der another 

heading~· Howe-,rer , I have no precise info:.rua.tion ·,rit.h regard to th:Ls rnat·cer • . 

Meverthele:;s , r sho•lld lilrn to say that my adm:!..n.istration is not just folding its 

arms, standing by and al.l0\41ng this primitive si tuat1on ·to 30 on and on ruid .. on . 
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(Ya-. Becquey, Special 
rep~:escnte. ti ~) 

I refe:c t~ local ogri.culture, o:f course. By means of theac socictes de 

prevoyarice, with the· aid of co-ope:c•a ti ve societies and by the action of certain 

quarters that ara interes'l?ed in modern equipment, my Adminiotration .is me.king 

• o. yigoi:-ous effort to instruct the fo.rmH·;:; by word of mouth, by pictures and 

by example so as to help the farrr..ers to get bett.er e.q_i.:ipment and to assist them 

in. the better care of their crops, the im:prove,.c.c·nt of their soil, etc. This 

is a long- te:..··m p:-og:::-~2nme beco.use w~ alreo.cly l:::now that in t :1e old. countries of 

Western Europe the rieasants are trao.i tion-bound. a.nd. they hesi :.o.t.-a to 1.!hnnge 

their methodo . The :':cx.ners in the French Ccrc~roor~s c.re ve::y much like these 

old :fa1,na,;-s in ~rope; they do not _like any chong2. \le hnve set u:i wha.t \le 

call moe.ernizo.tion sectors, ,c.nd we ho:;?e to improve the si tuo:tion; we hope to 

.import ll'.lllterial and equipment and. we hope progressiv~ly to develop the use of 

anino.1s to pull the mo.chine·cy over t!te fields . 

situa tion. 

We hope to improve the 

~ ! ... :7.:?!:fBY.Al07 (Un.:.0n of Soviet Socialist Republics) (ir..tcrpretation 

from Th:.asian) ~ This is rny seconl and last question. On pages 125 and 127 

of the report thc~e a~e fig:;res regarding the forest conce30ions, and on 

pa ge 127 it is pointec'J. out tllat the iasunnce of these permits d:i~. i:-ot 

r!>.i~n :;;inc!.:. 0.3>1,osi tion on the pa:..~t of the loca.l populations :for va.ric•,ls 

rea oons . I s hould. like to k..'1.ow whethe::- this neons tha. t the per.n:t ts for the 

exploitation of furc5~s are erantGd .to companies as r~saras forests which are 

situated on co~nur:.mi ty lnnd. I am inclined to arrive at this conclusion 

because we see that there were not r.11J.ny object1.c~ ~ I ns m;.me that these 

objections could only ariae if' the ,mods were ei tnatoCJ. on lend t 1:w.t wa~ 

privately o,;m.ed m.· O't;Jl.F.d. by the cormunity. Is it correct t:ia.t t-he pe:r.:nits 

are issued on lands that are owned by the native cortr.1~it::. ; tJ or by native 

private persons? 

Hr. BECQUEY {Special r epresentative)(inte~--pretation from French) : 

I -would change the phrc.sing scmewhat, and I would say that 1)er,!l.i~'3 to 

eY.ploit :forests have ~een issued to individuals or to conpanies valid for 

parcels of the f'orests occupie d. by certain collectivities. We must mo.l<::e a. 

very clear distinction. The forests in the Cameroons,as I believe I have 
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{!i!:: Becquey. S cial 
!.~J>reeentative 

You cannot cut down certain trees unless 

you ho.ve a :permit; you cannot clear the -woods in certain regions unless you 

have a permit. As long us these woods are not classified as forest reser-ves 

the indigenous comnunity m:i:!.ntains the right to the use of th~se forests, 'and 

. they have a right to clear _the lb.ml. They ha;re the right to colle~t wood and 

ho.ve vcrious other rights of transit end so on. Tho indi•riduals or comp.1nies 

who get ouch permits to exploit the forests in a given zone by no mecns infringe 

the rights of the com::1unities involved. The locc.l o.ut'.1ori ties g:i.ve them a 

permit nnd authorize them to cut dovn certo.in trees m,d sell them as firewood. 

or to ex:::,ort them. T'L1i0 is q_uite different frc!!l tbe une of the soil or over-a ll 

e·xploita.tion. Of cou:r8e, the f?rests are over the soil w.d. the soil is 

under the forests. Therefcre, t~iere is some overlo..riping, af":.er · .a.11, between 

the vorio,;.s rigJ,ts to the fcr1::st c..nd the r.igh'!:,s to th-3 {;Oil> o.nd , some friction 

or conflict docs arise. 

The PFF:SI1J:i':!':I' (in:;c:t'pretation :fr om Spanish): We will no--.., take a 

short recess . 
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~1r. SINGH (India): I find that, according to the Dacrae of 

• 14. September 1951, the High Cor.miissioner h; empowered. to fix by ordi~r the n:.ax:l.!!lm~ 

bride-J?rice rate . Could the special representa.t5ve t eJl us what developments 

have taken ple.ce in tbis connezion?_ I want to find .out whether the bridc-rrice 

rate has been loweyed further end further so that we c~n see tnat fina.lly it wlll 
. . 

be elimlne.tt=d in the near future . 

Mr. BECQllBY (Special representative) (inte:rfrctation frcn French): It is 

a. 9_uestion of fixing not the meximum br::.de-price but the amo•mt above which the 

demands of the po.rents of the young woman shall be considered as excessive unde~ 

the tcnns of arti~le 3 of tl1e Lecree of' 111- September 1951. I'.y a Decree of 

1 March 1954 the Ligh Ccm:nissioner fixed this sum at 5,000 f:cr-.!'lcs· O'A. lie did so 

on his own responsibility sin~e the Territorla1 Assembly had refused to make a 

fevourabl.e pronour;.cemem; on the draft decree in question. 

M.r . SI~:rm (India): I was glad to see that, aloncsid.e these measures , 

e. propaganda carn::;a.ign has also "been u..7.dertaken . I should li!<e to know scmething 

in connexi9n with the reccmend~tion made by the Counci 1 about the Laroine-Gueye . 

ls.w. The Council did se.y that, if necessar,{, nodificat::.ons sl'1ould be made to any 

measures pc>.ssed ?or the application of that law. 

reodifi~ations have been made recently. 

I wonder if any such 

~!!CQ.U!~Y (Special representative) (inter?:..·etc1.t:.on fr~)m Fre:n<.:!1) : 

Neither the Govern;nent nor the Htgh Co~ssj_oner has fo,,md e.r.y practical 11eans of 

satisfying the recommendation of the Council •at present . 

Mr. SINGH (Ind.ia): I find that restrict.ionG on tlle fre~dom of ·t.h~ press 

are extremely ra:::·e. Could the special representative tell. us vhether, in 1953 or 

since then, there have been any occasions when restrictions have had to be impos~ , 

on the freedom of the press? 
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~~..9-~! (Special ·representative) (interr,re'tation :from French): For 

1953 the info!'IW.tion is given in the annual report . For 1954 there is a Decree 

of l} January which forbids the sale of certain :publ1catio!1s to minors up to 

eighteen years of age . There are a1£o: a Decree of 18 Augus t 195h forbidding 

the introduction into the Territory of the neirnpaper {;:b. Hay~~, which is printed 

in Arabic and publish~d l:'.t Beirut; a Decre e of .l Sept~:uber 1954 forbide.i ng all 

publicatj_onG isf.ued by an org-=Iliza.tion ce.lling i ~.;f:elf the All-China Democratic 

Women t s Fede r::i.tion and. the All-Chir.1a Federation of Deraoc:..4 atic Yout t1; ar.d enot he:r 

De~ree, also dated l. S2;,Ytiember 1954, forb:lcld.ing publ:7.ca:t-,ior.s :ssued by t he 

International Aes ociation of S~udents, whose heaQquart~r.s i s at PrQgue. 
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-Mr. SINGH (I~dia): I was very glad to see this r~port of the 

l·?orld Health Organizat:ton on the health condition3 . in the Cameroons U...'1der 

French administration. . I would lj_J_rn to ask one question of the representative 

of mm and then of the special representative~ 

It states here t ;ic:t nthe AdminiG_ter:'. .• :·g Aut-hod.ty bas dr.:vclopr!d quite an 

extensive govcrnt1ent mcdlcal n~rvice covering alropst th::: enti re Territc:~y~. -

(T/1152...t..K::::.2:e 2) • . I wonder w:1icn pa::ts haYe bt:.;.;:'.l J,.cft out and whet n:eesures 

the Jd.ministeri:1g Au.t::~0.1: ity is tak5ng to m::i.ke tl.e medical fc.cait:~es av.:d.lable 

to the inhabitar..tn of those territories also . 

rf. • . EI'.-~Q~'EY (Specio.l repr~sents.tive) (inte:.·_;,,"!:·etat:.C:'! frorr. Fr.er.eh): It 

ls rather difficult fo:c r.1e to com.,:wnt on the report of an u&;2,1cy c•f which ·I am not 

a. member. I wocld say that the governmen.,_, health services c::iver the whole 

Ter:-:itory. '11h15 senten~c ml~.ht be interpreted to mea~ t hat t:1e coverage is 

insufficient in c .~;:•tiin a!'eas . The r.etwort of cover:1€C e;:t2:1ds 0°:~r tl!.e whole 

Territory, but in certain pa:.-tc thic networ:( is not :;t:.;~lic:i.en\.ly c.lase and 

the1.•eforc it m:!c;1xc be C;)nsic.e:.:,:d tc be inarlequate . II~wever, I belJ.eve that the 

,reprecentat ~.ve of that organi.i:atio.:-i chould be a sked to colll!tle:.t on that sentence . 

The PRESIDE!\'T (interpretation from Spmish) : Would the r epresentative 

of the World. Health Organizatic.-.n c~e to reply in this co!me;,-:ion? 

Dr. ~N(!f' .. 1,Lf> (~·lorld Health OrgA.nization): I am afraid th::>.t I cannot 

add very much :info:-tnation to what is given in this document, because the document 

has just arrived he!"e e1~d I hav-e not had any further or more aeta.iled in.rcrmation 

on it. Ifo,;ever, I think tha',.; I can say that t:1e expl1:1 r-,ation of t!1e r.;pec:.2.l 

representative is abou·c the correct one . While the services cover the entire 

Territory and go a s far as its limits, some areaD within it c.:·-=: not as well 

covered as they might be . Furthermore, the ty-pe of health activity carried out 

by _the3e mobile units mj_ght be enlarged in scope and mere kinds of' services given 

in the future wit:h more m?ney and more personnel to carry out the work. 

I should 11:i':e , if po::isible, to say a -!:ew words now in connexion with the 

presentation of this World Health Organization pa_per, if that fo in order. 
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The PRESIDEl'lT ( interpretation from Spanish) : The representat:ive of 

WHO may continue . 

Dr . JJ\GAL~ (World Health Crgen:lze.tion): The World Health Organization 

t~kes great pleasure in presenting to the 'l'rasteeship Council this document} 

T/ll55, a report of the i-,~orld Health Organization on pn'blic health conditions 

in the Ce.~roons under rrench administration for · r,~1.e year 1953·. Siruilar reports 

have also been su::,ro.itt~d. on the five other Territo:,:ies w!lich the Cv:.mcil will 
' co:nsic.er during this ses sion. It i s ho:ped that these :;.•e_.;>crts will. aid the mem~ers 

in thEir e~mtnat::.on of :public health conuitions in t~icse Terri-:;ories. 

T:iQ "K-'.)rld Hes.l"<:,h O:::-ganizction is in no wise ai.1Xi0us to sw2ll un:l11ly the pile 

of docu...>nen'.";ation before tl1e Cc,uncil; in view of the very se::isible c,,nd va:r:-ious 

resolutions of the General Asse1-;Jbly on the limitation of doc,".!I,ents and on the fc-··'"'l 

of Trusteeship re-ports. In tl:<? ft::ture, we shall try to keep down to a minimum 

the comments and c·:.'.,:;,lyses of ~erritories to ·..rhich the VioitJ.r:g Nis:,i,:m is not 

going in those year3 . 

HO'\·,e:·-;r, as t:1is i c the first ti:.r.e that WHO has submitted material on the 

African Tr1wt Tcrx-itories, it 1-ras des:'1:led essential to give the background 

information on h8alth ccnditions and facilities, the conditions and facili·!;ies 

on wl::..ich WI:O has be.sed any suggwti0r..s or cor.'lments made in these pc:..pers, e~ren 

thm.:gh this infon:a tion duplica,:;es a great deal of mate::·ial v~!lich the Covr.t.~il has 

had before it in t:1e p£".st in va?:ious annual repcrts. 

T:1ese fact.::i o.nd fig~res, it munt als.o be rernP-mberr~d, are the basis on which 

the World Health Orgar.iz~tion, in conjunction with the Administering Authority, has 

made certain plans for health p::-ojects, come of wl1ich a:..-e be:!.ng car;:-ied • out now 

and some of which are still in the plennir.g stage. 

I wish to thank tr.e .Presic.<?nt fur allowing me to m:1ke this short explanation. 

The PRESIDENT (interpretation fror.i Spanish): I ·am very grateful to the 

representative of the Wo~ld Health Organization . . 

:t,A'.r , SINGS (India): I should also like to say that the· Indian d.clegat:i .. c 

is very grateful to the World Health Organization for iti; report . It i s 
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(~r. _ _eingh, India) 

particularly gratifying that this r eport was n:adc after a special visit ~o the 

Cameroons under :French a-iministro.t:!.on by the s,caff of WHO . We are sure that 

t he · Trtwteeshil?. Co"uncil and ·the Adm;.n;i.ster:L.,g _.:l.\lthority will find it useful. We 

do hope that the 'futuTe size of'- the::;e doc1.1n.;ent.:; will not be governed by J,;he 

li;nitation ond cont1·ol ·or documentnt:i.~n, but by tl1e uzefi...lncsc of the inforru~rtion 

contained in them. 

in that connexion,. I would like to 1sk one question . I f1nd in the outline 

that -the indigenous doctors of · medicine . were 3 in 1952 and e-.gc.in i:1 ·1953; a.hd 

that the African ' doctors were 16 in 1952 and again 16 in 1953; t°:)3.-!:i i:::; to SG.Y, 

there was·no increase . I lmcw that the ;Sl)ecicl represent,.t.:.,_,e i11 hi::; f.:t-::1te.11r:nt 

on the :first day 8aid that the number of doctors in tl:a Te,-ri ;~ory incrP.ased· from 

48 t(? 91. That is very e11ccn.:r.a.ging . I should like to knc,.r Yhet.her tl:e increa:;e 

was in th~- numbe:- · of indig.anou::, .doctor::; or Af:1::f.csn doct~rs, or more an increase 

in the:: number of Et.ropenn doct'JrG . 
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(~h·. Oingh India) ______ .1,. __ _ 

Lat.er o!l he said that m0re than fifty studl~::its w0re studying medicine 

in France through the ~chnlarsbip and fe:llrwsbip systcrus. I sbou.~.d b e .g1·ateful 

if he , rould gh·e s0me s0rt of inc:J.cation as to what he thi.oics will be the average 

increase in the nmn'l)er nf A.:~7.'ica.n clnctor;; in the Terri t('ry. 

Mr, pECQUS:I (Spee::, e.l re:;?rcsentative) (inter_pr etati'"'n f:r0m Fr.e!:lch): 

A drstinct.ion ::mst be made between ,:hat_ ~•ie c2ll Afric~.n c_octc,:?:"s P-nd thr>se wto, 

in effect, are alsn African ci.oct0.re but vho have :10t stud.i.~d. medicine f.:,rmaJ.ly. 

The nur.,be:r of tl~ese A.fr:i.cen c.octo.!'s has not in~ree.se.i :Jecaus e tb:? A::1rn:!.n~.s tl:!ri:c.g 

.A'-1.tr..ority bal::.cv,)d th~,t it ·was better n"t to t!"ain -t-llr;::;e co-cail~d aw~i.2.ia.i:y 

Af'rican ~octor;, since ·there w~,s aa adequate number of stu-:3.:)nto wl:o cm.u.d ur,dertake 

r eal medicc.l s➔.:.u.d:ies a:::id acquire fvJ.l m~dical k:1owledge. There are still only 

three dr·,ctors of African origin because, up t'J the present, no student posse3si:ig 

a university . d::.:;::.l "'ma r.as retu-rned tri th6 T~rr:i. tory. ?he re:,:.,rese:.-i;ati vc of I:odia • 

asks wbe~.:,bar I can gi·•-= est;;.i:ca.tes regarding the incre:s.se ol' A.fric1::.;1-::>orn dnctrirs 

in the Cai:c:1·,or.o . I~ is d::.fficult tc do co. ()n the 01:ie he.nd, the degree of 

MD is n.,~; gran:--ed au4.:..':'lmatic:;..lly a.ft :::r six 0r ·seven years of study, 'i:lut after· 

submissi,m of e. '!;~12s1.s ancl after e. diplnn,a has been eward.ea.. The stuC:.cnt himself' 

must be satisfi~d with tbe diploma which he has ·acq-.;ired and not reque::;t e:JRti:a"H 

continuat~~n of his studies . The Ai'rice.n doctor who bns ~n~ertaken t0 Gerve. in 

the Territ"'rY chould agree t:, retnr;:1 in '):;:-der to take up his ta3ks as a dnctor 

instead of g.-,ir.zJ fc: e;cample; to :rrractis~ in a ville.gc iu France. T'herefcre, 

there are a n·.u;,;ber cf C'1nd.iti-me- which can end.anger any estiraa.tes which might be 

given, and I ha,d r r .. ther net make any estimate,· 

If the Te1•ri torin.l AsiH:•.·,:bly P..llots sttffieient crP.c!.i ts, it ·will 1:l~ p.JssibJ.e 

to r ecruit a lz.rger number .-,f d0ctors, either Eur.,,pce.n. rir African . On tile athet 

hand, out ~f the fif~y stude~ts menti0ned here, we h0pe the~ five nr ten of them 

will ret..u:-n each yenr to the Territory. 

Mr . SCOTT (Ne~ Zealand): On page 201 of the report there are S8~e 

I>hotogra:pbs nf children at the Camer')cns Institution for Children . Appa;~ently 

this I nsti tutir,n looked after sc-me thirty-nne children, in 1953, under the age 

of sixteen years, who had been entrusted to it by a declsion of the c0urt. My 

question to the special representative is, are these children orp:ians or juvenile 

delinquents? What type of decision of the court wnuJ.d .entrust the childJ.'en t~ 

this institution? 
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Mr& BECQlPZY"_ (Special repres-2!ntati'le) (interpretation from French) : 

This is a • Cameroonien institution which takes in juyenile delil~q1.,entn :-1ho have 

been tried and condemned. 

Mr . SCO'I'r (New ZeaJ.and): Ther<'? is on paGe 18'{ v.;1 int erzstir.:g account 

of the dif'ficuJ:ties encounte-red by the A:Ji.1in:i s i;ra-tion. in -tryin:; to re1~ove the 

abuGes of the dowry system, and I note t'!:le or,p:>dti0::1 of the Territo:cial A3r-em1Jly 

and of mar:::io.geable girls to the ei'forts that have b ::'!e::l me.ie by t~.e AC;;l.lni.s·i::,ra.tion 

to fix so!'le reasonable amo11nt for t:ie dowry. Can the specicJ. r ep:.·cs~:r:t ,~-l;iYe 

tell us whether any further r,rogi~ess bes be~n rnP..de c,m ::ern.:.:~g th:i.s prn'.:Jlem 

since tt;e accou..'lt given in the ann'.~l report '1 

Mr. !3EQQUEY (Specie-1 .representative) (interp1•etati on f rom French)~ 

It was, I thir.::,. to this problem that the repreeentati ve o:f India referred ji.u;t 

before t:ie rec~u: . I q_".lqted then a decree 'ithich was enactec~. in ~054 setting a 

l.imit to tlle dowry, "b'!yond v1·.1ch the d.emr:.~ds nf the ::)?..r ent:; couJ.d be regarded as 

unreasc,:caole. rerhai;;;,; I die. not explain· in suffici2nt det 9.il. 

Th:~s decr:::e defi:tes trn a."l:ount beyond. which a girl can appeal . to the 

tribunal in or.ier to rece i ve permission to marry witl::out her parents agreement, 

• and it was enacte1 :purniant to the revision of the dc~:i:ee cf 1951 . .It am0un".;s 

to 5,000 1ocal fra~cs) v'hich i s the equiYalent o:f 10>000 F:r·ench francs. It i s 

a low amount, D'.:t it ensurer. the cirl's cor.iplete protection. 

Mr . S'],9TT (r:e•,r Ze~land) : I apologize for not haying been here ,or not 

having listened carefully, to the earlier rep:y to tb::.s qu.es·cion by t t E> specia l 

representative. l wou.1.a. aslt him, however, if he does r.ot consider that this 

decree would enta il [;Ome di::?f i culties in application. 



Mr~ BEC9UEY (Special representative) (interpretat~on from French): 

It is cer<;a.in that the application of this decree entails g::eat diffJ_cuJ.ties, 

P.ot as regards the tri1::l1mals, but because the families, a.ni the girls themselves, 

do not appeal to the courts in orcler to '-:":ree themsel:,•f!s fr(lrn the rt:les of the 

dowry. There are ver·,r few inntances .I do not kno:,, ,,hether th:~:t"e were any at 

all dwin::; the last year -- of girJ.s going bef,·-:c2 thz tribtu'.!nls to asl: pertission 

for freedcm fr::-n pare:1tal a'1thori ty bect.',,lSC the daw--ry dell1E:-.n~8d b~r the parents 

had been exce£Sl.Ye . Nev~rtheless, I kn01.-r of co.ses witere th'::' mere thr8 at of going 

before a t ribu.7al on . the qucr: ~ion of a a.awry has ca,i:-.ed the d.err•'.3..!<:.s of the 

parents to di·o?; th~y prefcT.red to receive, fcir ezs.:-i;ile, 50 ,coo franc 3 rather 

than go t0 the tribunal and to learn that nothing w.:,,.G.a 'be c.,iven :.,!1em beyond 

5 ,OOO francs.. Therefore, the dec::ee ha3 some degree of ef:'ectiven.ess, e.ltbough 

the Adminjsti-at:;.on wotld like to have more success ir. this f'ield. 

~·1~. SCOTT (l~ew Ze:::.j_-=.uc.): My lest question is, cc,_'ld the special 

~epresc0•1t;ative tell me how ::-.. :rny luoour in!:.pector.; t::1e.re are in the Trust 

Territcry. 
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Mr. DEC(),'UEY (Special repre£enta.tive)(interprc.tation 'from French): !l'here - . • ' 

were six in 1952 w.d .eight in 1953. 

Mr. S.S. L.IU (China): Some of the questions I had on my list have been - • · , _ 

asked by precedfo.g rep:-r,s,:mtat:5.ves . . But I still have ~.- :iuestion wllich I· should 

like to :put to the spec~nJ. representati Ye. The q_u2stion is · :Ln • relation to• the : 

wages and st<'.lldards of l .i1ring :of the inhabitants c.? t:-18 Terr:i.tory. Son:e 

informatio.i. • is p:::ovid.ed in tn~ .a..1ums.J. report in re6ard to the L.1ve;:.-tigE1:tions 

·which ho.ve been t:1e.de by-tl1e .Adreinisterlng Autbori ty. . 1:ovever, sine e the :.::tudy 

is by no m0.a.ns con..;:;ilete; I wonoer ii' it is the intenti-:n of tte Ad.~1.:; n:l;Et·:n·J:ng 

.. Authority to proce:ea. furtner with the investige.M.oris a :r:d to p1·ovic.•.~ the Council 

with x::.ore accurate information in future reports. 

!"~. BBCS,UBY (speciaJ. 1·epresentatfve) (ir:terprstatio:i from Fi•:mch): The 

inquiries ,,hich were mac-_a with regm:d to ·th:~ star.dard 0-:' livh,g and the budgets 

did not- resnlt i n an over-a.lJ. study, for we deemed,perhaps 1..:1.i.o ;ly L1.:.lestly, that 

while our information ,:o.s ins•:i'ficient , it nevertheless cont:ci:?utetl to the 

establisb.:.n~nt oi' pilot ~-udgcts for workers, and it was these pilot budge~s which 

the J.d:visory !.,a.boi.:,r Co,;:n:rj,ttee discuDsed before setting up a. m.i.nimwn wage scale. 

There was a fair1y important increase in wages in October of 19511. These wages 

.. ere set in orde~ to reach the level of the pilot budget'3 which were dre.:f'~ed by 

the statistical ser•1ices. 

As regards the st:.::d.a.rd of liviD$ and nutrj_ti;.maJ.. lGvel of t:.rn Carr.erconians, 

• large-scale studies are being undertaken now ,in liaison with t:1e ste.tistical 

services of the Territory and the get1era.l work ins.:pection, by the te:.'.:hnicians 

of the l3uraau of Scien~ific R3search. These technicia.ri.s have infor~atio!'. , which 

is not perhaps complete b·.1t which 1s fairly a.bm1d~nt. These ~ocu•11er,:i:;s ar.:: 1'eing 

screened by the staff of the sta-i:,istical departr:ie:nt o.nd whe:.i t~1is work has been 

c·ompleted I hope that the technicians will have sufficient time to draft ·their 

conclusions · a.nd corunents. These conclusions and coruments will be published and I 

can assure the Council that a copy of these conclusions and Salll!Ilations will be 

forwarded to the Secretariat. 
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Mr. HJ'tMILTON (Australia): Could the special represmitati ve tell us 

whether the e:ntry into c:i'fect of the labour code on. l J :;,.nuary 1953 be.s resulted 

in any sig,'li~icant incre3,::;e in ·unemployment :f.n the Terr:i.tory1 I should also be 

interested in any observations the S?acial represcnta.ti ve m5.g.":rc like to Il!ake on 

the workings of the coc!.e since its ent,ry ir)·.o force . 

J,.~r. B":sCQUEY (S~t:')eciel repre.s.;:::-.tativc) (:1.n~_: . .:: 't"'.i,Jre-;; ►,,..tion from F:rencll) ~ the -------·---
putting b.to cfi'ed of the ln'bo1.:.r code entailed, ~.: courr-.e, quite a lot of 

agi tution in. the la'b·,)ur wt.i:::-ld in the Gameroons. :F,'r(ploy~rs a!!d, 0:up.l oyees had to . 

adc".pt ·;:;he1!lc;elves t0 the n:::>vel. s::.tua.t::m1, h;t this a.d.a.1,te;! icn ~c.,:; be:o.n gexi.(~;.•eJ.ly 

sat:l.sfR.cto~y, I bcllevo . I do n•::>t thirlk the.t o:qi=.: cr;,.:i e:t·i~:rib1.~t0 the :i.:1crea.se of 

U.'1eoployme:2t to tb.>3 coming into effec'.; of the le.bour coa~. 'I:i::.:' pro·~.r::ctio:::i of 

e1:1p}.oyees ws.;;; alrr;i?.dy ensured. '!Jy e&.rlier te:cts- -perha._ps more incomp~.ete a:1d. less 

up to date but ncverthGl.ess I do not think that the code caused S1!ch a 

reYolution in rel.:.r:;:.ons b:.,twef:::J. C:mployers ar!(l emr,loyees &.s to f~·!:;tri'!::•ute to i t a · 

vio:.er:.t effect or: 1c.bour conditions. 

Lr.st ;.•~ar I had tt.c: oppor·t;1.:.::J.i.ty of pointing out ch~..,ges , :::;ot in unemploymen~ 

in th~ Eurc-;.:,mm 6:-.nse of the ,mrd but as to gener~J. uns:9.tis!'actory conditions of 

emploJment. r b-el !.ave that in DouaJ.a, for example, so1:1a 3 ,ooo _persoris who had 

been working in various labour projects were unemployed. This was, of course, not 

due to the co::ning; into effect of the :i .. abour code, . but it was cl::.e to the c.or..::pletion 

of certain major pro~iects and to the closi)'.g of r\ numbe:: of la.rge Europea:n concerns . 

The situation se;:,;1i:; to hese evolved satisfactorily this yea:-. I do not th5.nk that 

the probl em of un;mplOYJ!lGnt is really an urgent one in the Cameroons. 

The coming into cffAct of the lilbour code also entailed e..n.umoer of auxiliary 

regulations since tbe bcginnin3 of 1953. The re:port l:.sts a l.Lll!!l'oer of tc~~-t.s. I 

have pointed out elsewhe.~e, in en additional I:!C~o:i:andu;m, that o. n1.r::her of other 

texts bad been euacted. I think that we should stresf? that riz,a3uros have b·aen 

taken to reguJ.ate condi t:i.ons of employment _and work contracts, as well as the 

regulation of weekly rest days, ni-ght labour, and t~e e~lo~~:it of women and 

chil dren. In 195 3, for instance, the Advi sory Labour Committee was set tt:? w.'.. th an 

equal membership of representatives of e:r:iployees a.nd employers . This colilillittee i s 

consulted prior to the enactment of any major measure. AJ.so in 1954 the first 

labour tribunaJ.s were set up which, from the very outset, have been extremely active. 
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I do not think that it is D9cessary to list all tne measures that have been 

t~en in 19)4: Nevertheless, . a number of decrees regu.le.ting hygiene and securlty 

conditio~s io the various plants• haYe 'b,?ell sigi:cd by the R:i.gll Co.:nt1:~ssloner. I 

should ~i!-s:e to draw the attentioil of tht; Council to ·the :f3ct th3.t in 1951+ and, 

foJ.lo.-ting the prcnu.lg~,t ::. on of t.h13 labo"J.r C:!lde , sJ.x int~.::.'nationa.l 1~-:.,our conventions 

were proi::ml{_;ated :!.n t he Terri t.ory .. , ~'IbsBE ttra com•enti..:.,::·s whtch bear· on the 

emp.lo:yme,J"t of woman an_i c:.iild.1·ta'n, wed~.ly .r·est aa:.: :i ; rtl~1imuni wag-= 1,c1:-.J.es, ~rade "union 

fre~cloms a'1d. the pr~tccti.or+ of' :trade uu1on rights . · Th~i.s tl:c:..·6 .:.l:"3 ::-.bune.f.t:.1t . . 
regulations affecting labour activity. Th£ se ac·do:..1s have .P.. Dt ccm.'1 to ~n t) nd J but 

Il'c!Verthele:·ss imp·::>:..~';ant cteps hn. ·:e been takm:1 an:1 I thi:..'!k tt.ct the res'..l.l ts h1t:1erto 

• achieved e,::-e sat:!.r.f a.cto:('y. 
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Educati.on{'.l o.dvn.ncement --- - - - -- --· 
Sir Alan BURNS (Un:i.ted Kingc1om): • The tables of_ fJ.B'll4eS on ·C?c1ucation, 

wh~ch begin .on po.gc lt26 of the· anmtal r ~port, show: a most gratifying-increr.s·c 

in all. f'ields . I ,:o-;,1ld d.ra:w pxrt:..cula.r c..tte~:tion to the figures en ·technical 

education;, which zhcw a laree inc;.~C=a0e iP- the r,uv1ber cf in:;titutions, o.r..d. • 

the nu:cb0a:• . of p1.1.pils, ,.;l'J.ich !'laG ne~rdy doubled e l nce the l~st a11:1t:al r er,6rt . 

Turning -to t'he ·te.blc of scho::.archip holders in Fra~ce: giv.e1.1 on pc.~e lt28, 

coul.q. the opcc:Lt-.1 r .::p:::-eccntn:t,i ve c;:l vo un any :tnd k at :!.G~ cf the p.r:oporti c!l of 

tl:ose who atte~d institutic-:ns of higher ecl.ucation in France w:io return to the 

Ter3:"itor;:- o.!ld o:ppJ.y f'or Government servlce, nna whether 't,h.:! c cnd:.tions of 

service un~1er the GoverrJI1ent c.re tho...ight; to be su1'f ic iently n.ttrnc·t:.:. ve to 

obtain the best men a.vo.ilabJ.e? 

~..!_:} :!QUE:[ (Spec i al r3pr~senta tive) (inte:cr,rcta:'.,::..on :f:rom French) : 

As tlle r r>ps.·esentative of the: Unit~d IHngdom pointed 0u-c, there are o. number 

of Come:!."'o.::mio.n ::. tc1ae;1ts in F r ~nee. The question which he put is i:ideed. an 

important one . He acJ(ed w!i.c t pro1)0:-tipn of' student::; who a. ttend ir.sti tuti.ons 

in Frcnce ente:.· the Govcrmne:r.t service . During the past t,~o yec:rs, th·Z! 

Adm1.nistration t.a s bnd a rather pleasan:t surprise . It has noted ti1c-.t the 

stud-2nts do not return to the Territory,, Thie is ver y encvct:-aging bec'11..we 

it ir.eq.ns that - ·;;he· .stuq.ehts .rho ha,e reo.ched a certain i;rade wc.nt to obtain 

more und more uegrees. Having receiv8d their bachelor qf ~r ts degree , they, 

want ·to go on to obtain a mcster of r-r ts degrc~, and then a doctor ' s degree . 

This, of course, _is very encoura,s:l.r,g . '111.e Adr.tinistexinl? 1\.1.,:i:,~ori ty has leen 

lllc"lny times inv;i.ted not to int•::rfc::-e in such me-tt.ers 1 butJ ne-;er-thc:lesr.;_, the 

problem exists. Ue >op,; that in th~ years to corne these stt:ients ,rill r~turn 

to the Territo:cy, and we hope that they will. join the Govc.rrn;1ent service . 

The scholarship holders hc.ve undertaken a cor.md.tincnt to serve a ce::-tain 

n\J1llber of years in the Territory a~ter they have graduated, if not in Gov~rntJ1ent 

servi ce, at any rote in the Territory. We hope they will n~t eve.de th2.t 

responsibility, and we hope that most.of them will return home and se;rve in 

the Territory. 
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Perhaps my r ~ply to the first two questions will give the reply to the 

thi1•d, the g_uention whe f:;her e;nployment conditions· can be regarded a:, satisfactory 

or adequate . At the present, ve have hnc1 no cJ.ea.r indicat:Lon in the Cameroons 

of the desires of the s-tudent;3 or· cor:c..,:,nts by the studen·J;s on the conditions 

offered by the public ·service . It is cei-cc.in t~1at those studento whicli are 

capable of opcHpying the top posts will find th :! empJ.oyment ccndi tions 

satisfacto:..--y. Nevertb8less, there are additic,np.l fieJ.ci.s wl; i<;h ar8 ve-.rJ 

e.ttractive, namely,, those of trade and politics . Bu::ii:1eso pc.ys m.'.).!'e t:J.an the 

Administra-i~io~ c.ocs . • A stude:.1'.; who sets up_ a l awyc:-r: .J of:ficc will make r.;ore 

mone~r , we hope, ·i;han, for instance, a ju..ige . T'..iera i3, t::1erefore, a problem, 

and this problem is all the more acute beco.use of cert a.in co11d.i tj ();.1s of' 

ineligibility which ap;:,lies to offieials and ,,hich may hn.v·e 2. ;r<:ltan:ling effect 

on the Cam.eroonian students who would like to take up politics. For instance, 

a young I'1:1milek6 ctude;;t wl:o would :'..ike to join the 1\-.l:.,inj_s·'.;ratio.:l: may be given 

a -i;:ost as a judc;c ., a district officer or en officer o-:: a s1.?bc':.ivision in the 

Ba>;lilek,~ region. It iG cer-;-;,:::Ln t:.1nt at the ne~t elec+,ion, as a fo1'mer student, 

he will haYe fc.::':'eited hi.s r~. 0.ht to be elected. This :i.s not a very att::.1 e.ctive 

prospect, but it seer&ed. nececm1ry to the Administering Authority th'.:l.t such 

safeguards shoµld be laid dovm in order ulti.Eatcly to protect the rights of 

the electc."ate. 

Perhaps . I heve c on,:nented too long on this problem. I would briµfly recall 

that, up to the ~resc~t, f ew students have ret~ned to ~he Territory. These 

students are committed morally to r eturn to the Territory for a given ntl!llber of 

yea.rs and. to e:r;;er public service or to cngc.ge in private pr~ctice in the 

Terr itory. We believe that the conditio?1.s of en:;?loyre0P.t. fo:..· a student who 

ce.n >:·each a high administratiYe l evel s hould constitute an adequate inc<.:!nt:i.ve . 
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Mr. SINGH (Ind.ia): • r· have a number of points on .the ed.ucational 

fiej~d. I will be very happy to put them now if the ques'.;io::1s on the social 

field can be put 'on Mai.day bi othe:..· dele5a.ticns ~ 
First of all, I should cgain like t ,, say that t!.le report of IBIBSCO on the 

educatfonoJ. conditions in si>~ Ter:citories in Africa ~(:.J.s oe1m grca·~ly welcomed • 

by my c.F.?lq~ation and we a.ppreciat3 their c~mtr:Lr...-..1tions tc the vorl: of this 

Council. . I..1 this repor t; , t:-1ey havE: ask2d for a consic.e:ceble omcu.r .. t of 

inforinatic,n from the . Administering Authority, or..d I run stfre that ~chey will be 

supplied Hith it . Ho\-!ever, I T.,or.·l2r if some of it C?'J.ld n◊t:• 'be 3J.ven nc,w. I • • 

sha.11 ask o:1e or two queGticr:.s that wj_ll pcrh:i~s heJ.::-, us· in the genera.i 

statemen':.s. 

Iri p~rJ.gre.ph 34 of this r eport, n:ention he.s been made of an exper:!.mental 

school at Pitoa. I wonder when this scht,ol was opene:d and i-ihether some 

informa:ticn cou:i not ba ·g::. vc-1 at this ;:;ta0e o.l:,o',J.t ::. t., 

l:-~:::- ~ Bf.CQUEl (Spec::.Rl repn:isent:at-:i.ve)(i~tei;rretation frob French) : 

Unfcrtu:-ifl.tely, the F,·ench r.!?:r--: u num".oer of defects . Cue of their g!'eatcst 

defects in oven;-3as a.~-n.inist,:-ati ve fields is to .spen-'l<: of cxperi!ne.1ts . If I am 

not mista!.<en, tl.e s9-called . e:-:perim.ental school at Pi tea was set HP . in 1953. 

It. ,,ras the beg5..n:i:i.ng of the s_chool Y,ear in the North · C~mercons. The scr:ool 

opened then. It was called o.n exr,erimenta.J. school becau~1'! it intro_duced a ne·.-: 

method of teact1ng in that Te!'ritory. It is a type whic~ is adapted to 

po:p~lcticns wl-1::.ch are still very poorly d<a!veloped in the intellect•.lel field and. 
. . . . . 

which are not u.s'=d to hrmdling bocks . 

This school is designed to stuciy new metl:.odi, of _teaching and a!.so to prepare 

so- called. ~}-!~ i:1 t!1ut areo., the northern :par.t of the Car.ie:roons I w:1ich is 
-

very useful. They are trair.cd by Europea.Tl.s ec.u-'.!ated ::.n Frn:1~e, c.1nd the pupil 

po:rtic_ipate~ m&.rkedly in the work that is desig.'1E:d ➔.:,o t::::-ain ~iim for . teaching. 

The .textbooks are drawn up by the pupils _therocelves under the guidance of the 

teacher . Very interesting results have already been achieved, but it is nn 

experiro.ento.J. Gtation. 
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Mr. STIIG!!, (India): In paragraph 50, :i.t is mentioned that. the primary 

scho:_arshi:;?s declit1ed f1·om 1952 to 1955 by 145; that is to say, in 1952, there 

were 652 and that in 1955, only ')ff{. Could the special representative give . us 

some reasons why the!"e vas such a. ccnsicle,.~able decline in local primary 

scholarships? 

!i!:~~~~X (Special. reprenents;~ive )(:L':'iterpretat.ion fro:n Frer..ch): 

These loc::ll scholarshi;}S a.re designed to enable first st.>J.der.ts to live near the 

echccls to the e'.l-:tent that they ret1•,;.ire. assistance. :i: ~nnnot say ,;hy th€!·e has 

been such a drop between 1952 and 1953. I note only that t1:. is h '1.s been broadly 

co!UIJensa.t~c!_ for by scholarships in the secondary educnJvion i':.eld. It is possible 

that, in th~ face of the budGr,t whic:h was not absolutely ur.2.imi tec.1, :preference 

was given to scholarsh:!_ps in t~c secondary educational field since secondary 

schools o.re sti2.1 not very m.ir.-:rous. Therefore, more of t!1e 2upils have to t ravel 

further in ords~.- to atte:ld. C:1 the ::rt.her ~1:md, the ,;i::: :i'!lo.ry £~hoo:.:..s o.re 

nultiply:t.:1 g and ussistc:.nce to pr:Lrnnry stuc.-';!~1ts is bec,:.a:.ing less anc! less 

necessa:!:'y. 

~T"~'."l-J! (fr~dia): I find that in 1953 there were 109 s~holo.;:-ships 

for higher ed.ucction o.b:::-oad and the special representative told us the other clay 

that a.t t~e end. of 195~ there ·-rere 154 students who received. scholarshi1:s for 

adv3nced study i!'l Fran~e. That is a very cons:-.:l~rab:.e inc:r:ea.se '1llich is very 

gratifying ino.<:?~\rl. Are there any ctudents who are stuoyins abroa·:: in other 

countries outside France'? Have they received any scholarships for such studies·; 

n:-: . BBSG.T:§! (S:pecicl representative) (inter-.(lrc,ta.t:Lo::1 fro:n Frenc-1~): 

For the time · beir.g, in t.he fi2.\d of higher education, all :;;·eq.,ues .. ~s for 

scholarships the.t were addressed to the local acbliniPtratic:. were £rantE:d, and all 

students went ·to France to study. Theref0re, it was not deemed useful to send 

stud.ents that o.pplted for such· scholarships to other countries. 

I note, furthennore, that scholu.rspips offered by the Terri-tory incl'..lde 

not only the complete travel costs but also living allowances in the m.etr.-)politon 

coui1try, the cost of tuition, which is free as in the cuse of French students and 

. .further benefits are awarded to the students for holiday trips. These constitute 

a sum of benefits which the Territory grants its students , The Administering • 
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Authority does :r..ot de~ it ne_cessary to renpond to · the very ge_nero1is offers that 

were made by othe~ countries . 

• Hi.::_ snmH (India) : May I asl~ how ru.any o:ff~rs were re eel ved from 

other countries .· I lt.r..ow thot the~' Vt:!re al.so offerec"t schola.r3hi1?s on the same 

basis: ol.l th~ travel c._nd li·ri.ng e::renses, tui:-:: on f e r-.ls and holiday allowa:ices. 

Could he eive \.W so:ae :f5.gure:c; on ho·.1 moJiy offers wei·e rece"ived frc:n other 

countries'l 

Mr • . n~g_sUEY (Special represento:tive)(inte11):cetatio:1 from Frenc~): 

No, I am o.fraicl t~: o.t I c.o not have ~he5e figures in rr.y mini. The~e offers are 

not ulwo.ys very expli cit and I have no lmowleclge of the exect. nurr.b:;r of offers 

that have been ma.de. --~ r e fe:i::-ence book ,is, of course, the . mr;~sco p:1blico:tion 

where yi...1 have fu.irly rl.eto.ilerl inc ications. I ~1ave received fairl:r detailed 

information frc?':! the Govern1n~nt of Tndia through the C-overr,,-a,~nt c~ France whel·cas 

I have not received ver y ap:9:.·opriate inc1.ications from other countr::es . However 

I must roint out that i·,l-,e Ge..,·,-, r!lffic1t of the United States, through the 

Consul-General :.!l. Leo:poldvilj_B~ ol.;;c, contacted the local o.drninistrntlon ond 

su_ppl.ied de:taifod.. inf'o::.:::ia.tion. 
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Mr. BPI-IGTJES (France) ( interpreta:tion i'rom French): I should like to -----
make a ·point of clarific8tlon in connexion with the granting of scholarships . 

This does not o.pply exclusively to the Cameroons . It so hu:ppens tha,t tbe bids 

for scholarshi.ps are addressed to the French Go,1en1ment. 1rhe rules that prevail 

a.re the sa.>ne, whet her t}iey a.pr,ly to the ov.:;rseas Territories of France or to 

integ,~al parts of the F:tench Republic. The dif:.'icnlt~/ that a:dses in th;~s 

conne}~ion in granting t l1ese sc.i:-ol.arships is that '\.,be stt:.clen-:;n that might benefit 

from them a ,:e req_uirecl · to kr10~-1 a language which is not the French lc.nguage . 

Therefore, it is scme .. ~h0,t diffi.cult at ti11es to send. sttidei::.ts to countries except 

to those coi.:ntries where the :F'rench l~"lguai:;e is spoken c~ner.'..!.1:.y since fe:1 st·1dents 

in t'he overseas Te!~rito.,..ies have adequate knowledge of f0rei3;1 J.anr;u J,s;cs, 

espec:!ally of English, which is the most pr8:cti;;ed i.n order -co use:.:'t;lly follow 

their courses. F.oweve:r, I thin!{ that th~.::e regulations apply in t:..e Trust 

Territories too. • SomG count:ries o:':' i 'J~ scbJlarsr..ips, b :1~I tl~h!<, ccr.trarJ to what 

the representati ·r~ of !nd~a see:ned to imply, that the travel e.c-penc-- % will have 

to be covered either by the Te.rritoi·y fron which the stu.lent corees oi: by the 

student h:i.ms~lf . 

The F.?.'8SIDE.N'l: . ( illte:rpret.ation f'rcm Spruiish) : As there are no further 

questions jn the field of education, at Monday's meetir.g we .. ,:i.:1 rEs.1..11e our 

. questions in the s::>cial field a:id after that we will co1"-:.inue . with the field of 

education. 

The meeting rose at 5.35 E·m• 




