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EXAMINATION OF ANNUAL REPO.RrS ~ ADMINIS~B!NG AUl1MORITIES ON THE ADMINISTRATION 

OF TRU3T TERRITORIES: CAMEROONS ·tJNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION, FOR THE YEA.RS 

1949 AND 19'50 (T/788, 903, 910; T/L~l82) 

'l'.he PRESIDENT: We ~m,11 ~egin consideration this afternoon of the . 
annual reports on the Cameroons under French Administration. I ahall call first 

on the represe.ntat.ive of France. ' ' 
•, , ~' 

. . ... .. . 

Mr. PIGNON (France) (interpretation from French): The French delegatior 

is ready to be3in discussion on the annua.l re11orts on the Cameroons under French 

Administration for the years 1949 and 1950, and would be grateful 1f the President 

would e.utho:rize Mr. i-latier, the Special Re:presentative for the Territory, to take 

a seat at the Council table. 

At the invitation of the President, Mr. Watier . S~ecial Representative for th6 

Can~roons under French administration, took a place at the Trustceship Council 

table. -
The PRESIDENT: We are very 131.ad to welcome Mr. Watier, and hope tmt he 

will be able to aeeist us in our consideration of these reports. 

Mr. WAT:ŒR (Special Representative for the Cruneroons under French 

Administration) (interpretation from French): First of all I should lilœ to thank 

the President for hie words of welcome •. 

In orJen1UG the session of the Cameroons Re:presentative Assembly of 

16 January 1950, the Hit:;h Conmiiesioner, Mr. Soucadau.x, made the following sta tement 

"A principle which aeema to me :fundamental, and which co:rnm.on sense 

elicits from·an ~xa.mination of the facts, is the· ne~essity for rieoroua 

• economy of forces. Eowever important our achievement~, thay are still litt1e 

enouch in relation to what still remainS to be done. • What is more: everythinc; 

impresses urgency Ul)on ua -- the time which is J?aBBing, the aspirations of the 

Territory, ourkeendesire to achieve everything Which ie lackit:G, our 

bitterness as we compare the 11st of wnat ia desirable with the means which 

we actually bave at hand, and the impatience of all concerned a.t the unavoid­

able delays in fulfill1~ our aspirations. 
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.. '
11A11' tlieae ~~.;ds .' i~i)OS~ ; eb~~c;,i i. 6-t l~~-ce~ if tiie b~a_t possible realùt iB 

to be obtainéd._ -Frctn thia :r~6t ':rid\f ltmple :principles for action ... the 
• _. • I' J.,. 1 .. ~ .,, ' • • 

discipline- ~f actfo~ itself, the ---h~~ràrchy of needs aztd, pqu1lrtrium bètweon 
•• .. • ; . .. • . •. • • . . . ~- ,'! .:· · .. ·.' :·:· . ; • • ·' 

work and yiold." _ 
. . . -.· . ' - , -

This statement of 
.!. :/~·}' ·Y 

the _, hea~ of t~ ~~rritory qualifies t~~ act1od of \11e __ .· 
•· .. . . . '· . 

Adminietering Power during the two yeara _which the Council now bas to . çoneider. 

This acti,on, both in the politi~al fi~ld :and 1n the f_:1,_eld- of ~-c~~~~itan'.a.; .~\;~ial 
. ~ . •.. .- : : ·: ·•• : . ·.: : . i'_• , . ':. ' ·-~-,- ': . :. .. · ·,) ,,t~.;-~ i..:• . 

achievement. }las been dominated by the aame regard for econOQJ,y ,~f- !orcèe from whic 
. ~ -... . - - • . . • ~ , : . · . ·--.~-~-~~ .. ••. ::·; ··• ;. _ - ~ .'·:-; ; _, -: . . : .·J.'.. , :i .... \:._ . . _ ". • · . 

have spr.~G the )?rinciple reforma whic_h _Illa:_k this perio~ •,:-, _. _ , 

In the .international field the most import event was the establishment of 
.' . • ' - . . . ' ' .. ~.. '·~ . . . . . 

contact between th.a Cameroons and the Truste~ship . C,~,lffi?!l• In ~anua~y 1949 the 
· ' : ' . • . • • .. .. , J •.·;.;;- : . ... .. 

Special Repreeentative for the Ca.meroons was called,to defend before the Council 
. . ..' • • ' . . . . · .•.. ""';, . •.. ,,; <.· • ,; -,,: _;. :-;;: . . 

the re1)ort for 194 7. In the same year ~ Via:tt~~ M~e,siqn ~f the Trusteeship 

Council made a stay in the Cemeroons for the first time. It is ,not _necessary to 
' . ' . • ., - _. • .. ' ' • . ' .. ,,, ,·.... ' . · : ",: ' -. . ' .. _, : ' 

dwell at len0th on the resuit of the-se c,ontacte:, which hae boo,n set forth fully 
• • ,. ' ,: • . • •j. ..i, . • 

here in connexion wit_h the discU,lfl_~ion,,-of _the.Yie:1,ting Missi9n's report. Let us 
.. , • • • • 1 ... • • • • .. . • · , ' • • • ~ -· . • ' 

point _out, howEJver_, that .~he people of the Cameroons were greatly impressed by the 
. . • :. / _;, -i, . ' _., •••• ' · ,· .. . : ' ,_._ . • • ·-. • . _, . . • • • . ·- - .. . 

visit _of the d~legai;_ion from, the _T~ust;eeship Council, _and tha.t ev:en in '!;he moat . . . . . . . .. - . •· . • .... . . . · - .- •. .. -., '~ . . . . .- . .- :• . . · . • 

remote areas tµey were yery conEJcious of the a:pecial statua of the .Terr:,.tory _and o:! 
. . : . . ~ . ·~ : . ~ . . . . "" ' • . , . • , .... .,, . .. .. • : . 

the w1vL!.e3es which, tl1ey derived therefrom, 
.. f ·-- • • •• •. .• • ·•· ·. • ':, • - ' , .. • . ' • . ·..--. ! ;· ·: ,. 

ot1:ier persona.li tiee ._belonc~ng :to the speciali._zed ~_gel}_cte.i;J of ,:.:the ,VAi'tïed _ . , . . . .. . .. . . : .. - . .... •.· . . . ' ,.- .... ' . .-.. . . ., -
Nati<:>ns have also vi.eit~d: th$ Territor;y. _ These in,c~uq.t:3,.n~:rt{:l.ply, .,1Rr-• Barkhus :-

. • ' . . ,• • .. . • i •. ,... • • •' ..... • ..... • 

of WHO, an?- Mr, Philippe _Sou1)8.uJ.t, a repres_entativ~. _of ~sço .. __ EpA_ I,lfl,B ale_o. shmm . . . . . ' . ' ·, , .... " . .... .,.. ' .. .·.. . _. ... . ...... . . .. . 
an interest in th_e Terri tory, and aeveral mission.a_ from ~hie pog.y _,:v:isited the 

• • ~ • • J •• • : J • • • • • : • • • • .._. .. • ~ • ., • ' --

Ca meroons _ both in 1949 and in 1950. 
: ' -· . . • ·- ' ·.• ' . \ ; , .. ._,. ~ . 

.... .. ... _ 

• .. ,· ·:1.· ·· 

' . j .. • ! , • . .. • .. 



!'.A . • . . • 

The participltion of the ôanieroons in Afriean life we marléed._ i~ a 

~triking. ~nner )>y th~ Internàt:toµ~l Ç~;retice of ~fr~cim -Tranel)ort vhich was 

he-ld. at .D-eohang in November i95Ô, .·a.a wii a.a by ·vi~i t~ oi high officials 

b~long~g t6 ~~ighbo\U:'ing Afriç:~~ terri to~ies, : French,~~glieh_ ~~ Belgian. 

In .1nterna.l policy _ thia pe:riod w.s ~rlœd by an awn0i~trâ~ive reform 

designed to· simplify the relations between the ~gione and the capi ta.l. . ' • 

Thi.B reform. waa sho~, among other things, by ~he creation of four new ·. . . •. 

regione~ a Ôreation ~hich repreeent~ in :part a ret~ to the previous 

orga.nizatipn ~hich th.è _ri~~c\Jof ~r- econOJI\Y had oom~~~èd :ua to simplify. 

The reform Qf the Counoila of NotaSles, vhich have beoome regional counc11s 1 .. . ·' ~ ··1:; . .. ;\ t . ' , · . • • 

' waa _oarried out during tpia :perio~. - The demooratio spirit wlrl.ch inepired thia 
• ; . ' •. • ' . ; ·, ·~- •. t • ,· , . • • •• .. • •• . • 

reform enoountered in oè~tà.~~ pinces a "oerta.1n ~ount of resietance on the 
' ; :" ; • . .. ~. ; : ··~ i ~: /~ •. / à' ' .• •. • •• ' _, 

1 
, ' · · 

ile,rt of the ooneerva.tive e_lementa, but .it would ap:pear tllat the population as 
a ·whol.~ ·;~loom.èd. 1t ~th-~f~vo~: : -,-:We me.y èxpect a great deal from ~ • _, 

9rganization wh:loh mor~·;,~1oe6 ~ ·eraaooiatee indigenoua inhab1 tants ··wfth. the 
; . ••. ' . i \ ..... . . : : • . • , • • . . ' • - • • . . 

administration of thèir modeat intèreeta~ • • 

• We ' bavè had o~à~:1on· to point ·, ~\.\t· the :faot that the s~tting up of an • 
. . . i . . 

-eleètorat body of q~lified. eleotoratë wâs -1,t1tended 'to· take a ~eater and· 

''greater extena1,on1 • arid. we 'no~ 'thât the · number i;>f fègiatered persona on the 

electoral lista :pasaèd f'rœn ~bout 12 1 000 ·:in 1946 to 71,000 in 19491 and to 

116,0Q0 ~ _ 1950. On the oocasion of the l.egialàtive è1ectiona of 1951,· the 

eleot,ore.l 'i.aw ~v;ae'd° the body . of the elè~to~l qùallfied. pereona in order to 

includ.e ~ ··imioh • grea t _e7 number of eleotol'à ;· ând a n~_w • ete:p towà.rds uni versal 

suffrage i+eiè t:m,ie bê'ên taken, Although we are apeak:ing here qf eventa in the 
. ,! • 

year ·1950, 1i°'fè n~t ,ino:pportune to poirit out that .iri Spite of the apeed of the 
. . 

application of the appllcati9D- of thie new J.aw, the 0àmeroona electors ha.a' nov 

paesed tQ 503,000. 
The eleotoral re.form which me now been etarted and Which hae had four . . ; . • ' 

yeara qf application ia functionmg to the aat,1efaction ?f the li tigents. 

The separa.t1on between politioaJ. and judiciaJ. power is beÇQllling more and more 

xœ.rked by the arriva+ in the Territory of a great number of oareer magistratea. 

Asto c1v1+ Ju~t;ce; it continues to be aàJniniatered by the customary tribunals, 

the number _of whiqh haa been multiplied. 
In the econq:no :field, the a1tuat1on in the Territory con~il\ues to ahow 

oonaiderabl~ progresa. Foreign trad.a shows a constant riae, Exporta have 

passed from l::!ll,900 tons in l.949 to g24,ooo tona 1n l950. - Illlpor~a have amounted 

to 210,26o tons 1n 1949 and 226,000 tona in 1950. For the firat tilne in the 
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hiatory of the Camer?ons,. _the fi~ . of im]?qrts.~~ ~~e_I' tha:n that of ex:ports. 

We do not aet::: _ he~· the aign of' _ the . .ay !3temtl tio ind.~btecln,e ~s . ot the Terr_i tory, __ 

b_ut -~-~het, ,~he .. sign of . the a;-~our ~ th ~ll_ioh -the _ Ca.me.roone a:r.e , . .oon~inuing their 
. .. . . ,. .. . . ' ,. .. : 

inte~l.1;ode~zation of th~i;r eoanoiey_. The difi'e~nee :which appears between 
. ~ • . . • . , • • J.,. -: • • ' . . • . . • " .• , . • ', ·, .~ . • • ' . . • 

1;evenue_, of exporta an.d:- ,:~he_ -pri~ of imP;Orts ia compen~ ted, for _the majoi- . ~;-_t _. 

-br o.r~tl~ ta .~h+ch the ,,metrq:pçµs i _s granting under the- _ten~s,~r J;llan. Thee,e . . . . .. . .. . . ., . . . •-~· .. -

cr~dite, for the major :par-t;, _coneti tute a fi,nal donation., 
• ' • • • , , , • . ' .• I •, •• · •: . 1- •· • 

._ Wtth regard to the soc~~- field,- ~he ,Cameroona o<;>ntinuea_ the. gen,~,;a.~ , 

develo:pment of sohool and health ~ork.. ~ r ,eapeotive reporta indica.te the 
~ .. ·- . . .. . . . . - . . . .. . -· .,· ' . 

progreaa achieved in theae ·fi.elds., Let us aimpliY' point out .that the school 
. • .. . ' ' • : ~ . '. . ... .. . . . .... . . . . . . . 

, :popula.tion, shows a r~p:td inçreaf3,e poth in t _he first degree .and in seçondary _ . . . • . • ~ . ' . . _. ~~. . .. 

education, an~ _that the cameroq~a •already ha.a _in ~he metrop~li_s 221 echola;rs .-. 

_.w,h9 are raot~1y1Iig the necesflary higher e;nd technical eduoa ~ion. fpr the crea~ion . .•. . . . . . . . .. . . .. -· ~ ' ' . . 
of high indigcnoua posi ti.ona. The .-basic etruotUJ:"e of public hea.lth r _ema.f?s _ 

what l'~. describ~d in ·previo.ue -reporta • . O:ur i'inanoial means and. hea~th oonstruc-. ' • . . ' .• .. ·. . .... . . . . , • ' 

tion and aleo the health :personnel, .. show, a _t!~tiafactopy progress_ on aµ :pointa. 
·, '' -~ ., . - .. . ·., ' . . . : ••, . . . ,;: ,- . - . ~ 

On the•· other hand, the social service orea ted in 1949, and the housing and. 

urban d:evelo:ppient . eervioe.s a.re . e.~eQ ~ealt w1 th, and w~ -are attemptina to bring thE. . . ' .. . . .. ., •. . . . •·· . . '. ·. ;, .. . 
beet ~oss_ible'. , aolu~ion to the~-~ i;>ro~l.ems_ • 

. Thue the Cameroona continues to ad.vance along the way to :politica.l an_d . . . ' . ~ . . . ' ~ . . . . 

social adva.ncem.ent, which ha.a been indioated by the Adm1n1aterJ.ng ~ower., : and 

theee 1mprovements have thue far received the approval of the Trusteeship 

Counci~ •. _ •: , 

That., in 1ta min linea, ia a pioture of what the Adlll:tnistering Power has 

.. dona- ,Jor the t'Wo ye8:l:'.S-· with w}µ~h we are, Q_onoÇ)rned.. I • ha.ve not dealt at 

greater length on thia pre~enta.tiqn, as I know, by e:icperience ~bl3.t the questions 

whioh Will be :put to the Special Representa.tive will perhaps help to elucidate 

all :pointe u:pon whioh the ~teeship Council: ~Y' wish :to. hav:e , ~J.ar;tfication. 
• • ., "T · __ •. .. ,-,.. · '· • • .• / • ... .1 

'rhe PRESIDENT:Wa ax:o .very mu.ch obliged to. the S:pecia.l;: Repreaenta~ive. 

The Council_ 'Will now :prooeed-w1'tp. -ques_t1ons,_re;ia~ to P,O;LI-ti~l. a,d~~oe~~ 
. ·, .. . - . 

in the Ca:m.eroona -~d.er -Franch administration. ' ::' -. :. ,.- ._. 

·.* . •' 
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Mri DAVIN (m:~w z~ala~d) ~ I 11a'.ve a few questions on poli ti~;l 
. . . 

advance~nt wh:tch I would. ~ke0 to aak .i;he Spocial,; .Represen:tative.. .On.:•pa.ges :34 

and 35 of the ·rE_3por.t there 1~. a de soription .of :/~he electora te 1.n t,ge- ~t3tti tory• 

It· ia . stated· that ~he ,~leo.~r~ a;-e grouped in ~wo collBges, ont3 com:pri~ing •• 

oitizens of French F,Jtatue _and . the other citizens _who· have kept their personal 
111 . • .- • ••• • . , • • ,. • • • 

statue and that unive_r~~l _. ~uff~ge app"=ef3 onlt to_ .tpe i'iret ~up. A,s -regards 

the s~oond gr~up, , wh+ch con~in.e varioue;?at~go~iea, f~r e~ple the advànced 

notables,. mempers_ ~~ fo~r membera of _loc~l ;~asembli!}S ;~ncl ,thos~ .who can 

sJ:iow t:hat ~hey r~d French ~~ .Arabie .... the:i;:e are other categor~es, .but I 

oitee thoee· ~s +llustr~t~ve .•• it_ 1~ etated -~ha.t °!ihe orsa,niza:t.ion '?°! civil 

statua ~ that is vhe bi;ls-ç translation I can think of .;_ nia.kea the system still . . . " . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . , . 
. neceseary and that a broad- interpretation of the categories def.j,ned in the . . ,• ~ ~ ' .. . ' ~ . . . 

electoral lave permit . the insertion of à. grea.ter ap.d .greater _number of ·candidates . . ' . . ~ . . ., . .. . --

on the 11st, thua :t?e~ding to~rds univer~al .eu_ffrage._ • -~ _ 

l<zy firflt question on ~hi-~ pqint ia the i'ol~owing: What would be the 

-· a:ppro:dmate ,Qf eJ.eotors in t}le_ firs.t oolleget . . . ,. . . "' . • ' .. --

.) .. :.: 

Mr. WATIER (Spec1al Represe~t~;pivt3) (1nterpr€:tat1on fr9m Frenc_h): If 
! . . . . . 

I unde:i;-stood _:~ha repreeenta.~J ve of .New. -Zealand _correctly., he 'Wishee to know 

mainly the number _of members .of the f'.;Lrst coU~se; that 1,e~ FrE;lnch citizens, 

is that--correctt ·. • . . \, 

•. , 

l4r •. WATJER (Speoial Re:pr~aentia,tive) (inter:pretati~n from Fre_nch): The 

firat college, 1n E'ebruary 19511 had 5,-970 members. . ~ . . . '· •. ,. . 

Mr. PAVDT (New Zealànd): As regard~ the second collage, 1 t eeems from 

the. figures quoted on pa,ge 189 of the .l.950 report, that._ t~e sec_?nd college had 

70,88Lmembe~s .• • • Accordihg to a S~cre~;i:-iat report ~ - the _0e,mer?ons whic_~ _I have 

aeen, I ga.ther that there are about 200,000 altç>gt3_t~er who might be enti ~led to . .. . . . . . .. . . ' . . ~ . 
adtµt suffrage~ ~d I would therefore guesa that thé preeent membership of the 

second college 1s about 35 percent of the total Mrican population which would 

otherwiee be entitl~d to vote. Would the Specia.l Repre&enta.t+vè perhapa 

oonfirm. that the f~ 1B a.bout 35 per cent. 
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_. -. Mr. ,WÀTlER .(Special ··Repreeenta.tivé} (1.ntèrpretatlon • from Fi-ënch): Two 

yeara ago I .. ha.d the ooca.e1on· to po1nt ·out that •• the :f'ourtëen :posèiblë ·èeta of 

qualif.icationo :f'or electors of the decree· of 1946 waa aup:posed. to auov •. 
_/2~ , 

150, ooo CameroontantV i~ve the right eventù.8.~ , te;- l)articipa. te in the e lectiona. 

The. ra~her. .ra.pid grovth in the- nuin.ber of :electors, a·s shèwn in '·the tabie • 
referred toby the repreaentative o:r ·New iealand, ého'W'a that the Oameroorüa.na 

have p;rogre·ssive~ diepl.ayed· intereat :tn: ele'cto~1·1:œ.tters ·and. have ·-increa.aed 

th13 nu,n'lber of. :re-giatratione on the e1ectoral rolls. '··lie note fu :particular' 

that from one yea.r to the other· the f1-gure · has gone Üp ~from 4-8:,ooo to 70,000 in 

1949. - Iif-1950 ..._ that is· tl1e. time when the. report wâs wr1tteh -~ the •figures 

were not yet knmtn, but 'now Wè 1~110~ thà.t the- nm:nbe~,. ·of regiatra.nts ha.a gonê up 

to 116,000, which 1s a aubotant1al :proportion of the whole 1·potentia':l e·leotora~ • 

. r ,, 

, -
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That figure was considerabq mod~fied mib~equently by the ,a.mend.ment of 

the ele<H;ora.l 1a.w on. the oc~a.sion of recent l~gisl1;1~iv:e eleotions which t~ok 

place in France. Tl.le ele_ctora.l le:w wa.s mod~fied e.nd the categories of 

potentially ·que.lified persona, althou3h of .~ourse universal suffrage wa.s not 

a.pplied in tota.:1,.- to .the Ter~itory,_ wa.s increa.sed. -There a.ré new categories, 

for instance, tha.t were a.dnµtted ~o the ~xerc1se of'. franchise. All agricultur­

a.lists can .now be eleo:t;o:rs ~4 -,the mothers of two children .or mo~e .ca.n be 
• •• • ' • • •?' -· . ' ' ... • • •. • ' · . • 

e~ec~ors •. - .In addition ~o thoae new .categories of qua.lified ele~tors, a new . .. . ' . . . . 
rectified -electora.l 11st wa.s dra.wn up •. _. When the legisla.tive elections ,took 

·. place la.s-t. mç,nth,, . it-_. waa . . possible to ,register 502, 71.§ electora. This is 
•. . . . . - ' . • . · • 

. more than 50, per cept of .th~ number .of electors. which .would result from 

uni versa.l suffrage. 

Wb.en the French Government decla.red tpa.t the stages tha.t it ha.d gone 

thrpugh in eatablishing i ts original electoral list --a leading 

towards universe.l_ ~uf~a~ , this wa~ P.roved by experience because now 

we are a.pproa.ohing that final conswm:nation tow.rds universal suffrage. Out of 

502,776 e~ectoTs regiatered on the rolls, only 2711000 a.ctua.lly ca.st their 

ballots in the la.et elections, which proves the.t the reform,_ if not preme.ture, 

me.y ~t least pesa.id to have gone beyond the political cultu~ of the 

Cd.llleroon~aps! Obviousl.y, the stages whioh have to be pe.ssed to universal 

suffrage have to be pa.ssed gra.duall;Y and progressively. 

Mr. DAVIN (New Zeala.nd): I ahould like to thank the Special 

Repr1;3sente.tive for tnat exple.na.t1on. It is olear that the numbera are being 

stea.dily increased •. Perha.~a the Specia.l ~epreaentative, in ofder to clarify 

m;, mind e.nq. perha.ps t~ minds of some of the other members of the Council, coul.d 

teJ..+ us about the difficulties that prevent the grant of univeraal suf'f'rage to 
the.t 

all adu,lt membera of the Af'rican co~.i.œ>,1t1 / might be entit;IJ~d to vot~ and 

perhe.pa over how long a. pef1od of time those difficultiea could be overcome. 

I should also lilœ to a.sk a third question. When eventually the stage of 

universal suff'rage is rea.ched, would there be~ necessity to have the two 

sepa.rt1.te qolleges, the ~e~ch college and the Cruneroon collage. 
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1-tt-, .·WA'l'l:ER (Speo.ial .Re:presênta:bi~e) (tnterprete.tion from French): The 

. .main ,: diffib~!ty.encountered· by the Ad.m1niaterins Authority .1n aett1ng ùp 

universa.l suf:t'rege ha.a been a · materia.l diffièulty w .· .• Civil statua registra.tion 

is Iiot yet oblige.tory "tlbroughout the Territory and it 1a not a.lwe.ys ea.ay to 
ideritii'y. Ali Ca.merooni~ cit~zens.. This difficulty )1e.s -disappeared 1n the 

1
• • greater p:irt ·a.a .a. reault of more ëàireful: censuaes. • • ·Moreover,· a numbèr of 

. :. :- ·ragions. ha.<v& o:Cligàtory civil -' std.tus registrà.t1on, and the·Cà.merooniana are more 

~ i• .· , easi:cy and more -e.~cùre.tely identifiable., · 

· ,There ia e.n:other difficul ty, • a> :psyehologïca.l one. ·A considera.ble fraction 

' of. theCaaeroonians· ha.a not yet acquired the ·neoessary Politice.l educe.tion to 

.rea.lize the appropriateness e.nd interest of con~ulte.t1on.of eleetora.l•bodiea. 

One has toproceed gre.dua.lly a.nd start i'rom the lowest stage-•· that is,· the 

stage of the v:illage. • One must persuade the cam.eroonians thd.t , the ba.llot is 

theirmeans of expreseing their , will 1n order to elect repreaentativea ~ho Will 

g1ve' their opinions and who Will represent the1r 1ntereats•; This he.s to be · 

do~· in part1ou.le.r through education; a.nd the a~hoola. 
Our educ~tional ·l;)rogra,mmes include courses 1n civica a.nd o1tizensh1p.­

•Moreover, there ha.a to be close contact between the elected re:preaentatives end 
• their const1tuents... SUch conte.ot. :v111 become more generalized when there a.re 

more · elected persona~ There are already 40 elected representative niembers or 
the Assembly over and e.bove the representatives of the Ce.meroona in the French 

Ass~nnblies. · .• This e.lready repreaenta conte.et at the regione.l lèvel, ao that the 

Pol-itlcal education ·of •the Cdlneroonie.ns 1a being ce.rried•out gradua.lly and 

• progress1vely. We anticipa.te aoon the ·establishment of universal suffrage in 

the Ce.meroons. . 

· As l:'ege.rda the elimination of. the aeeond college; or rather the oombw,tion 

of the two è1ectora.lcollegea, thù . is a. question -of governmantal a.dm.iniatre.tion 

on wh1ch·I cannot ·pronounce ley'self • .. Perhe.pa the ·representative of France may 

wish to givê the Council an idea.- on ·th1a point. 

Mr. · DAVIN (New Zèa.là.nd): • I ahould now like to pa.as on to· rey- seoond 

question. It. a.ppea.re t.ha.t the deput1ea from the ·Frenoh Cameroons to the French 

Na:tioœl Assembly are elected by the electoral ,col'.e ges by the system of e. 

single vote for one candid&3.t.e, scrutin nom1na.l a un tour. I wonder if the 
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Specia.1- Repre:sente.ti-ve çould :giv.e ·u-s .a.n inëH.ca.tion ot:, the .n1ethod, by which the . . ·- . .. 
:names -of the canclida.tes for e-lect:1,on, 11:l. ,~ ; ele_ctore.l d,i~trict a.re det.ermined --

that is; , .electio:n. t.o the . .-N_a.~ic;mél,l Asae.mbly in Fre.nce. - .,:. 
'1 ' ••. •• 

... -~ 
Mr. WATIER ,(Sl)eo:f:8.1· Ee.;presenta.t.ive) (interpretation from F:~pch): The . ·• ,,··· . 

c,and_ida.tea in_ t~e . electiona , are distribu~d. by electoral distriqts. _ The. first . . ' -~ . -- • ' •. . . ' .• 

elec~oreJ: coll,ege const1 tµtes ·e. single district. for the w:hpJ.~ of .. the Terri tory. 
. ,· . . . . . . - .- . -. , .. . 

As regards the three representativea , of ,t?~ .~~,cond col:Le~_e, they are _elected in . .· ,, . 

three geograp;bic districts, t _he first .com:p:i;-1~1ng. the _nortl+er:Il re13iona, the aeconë 
. ,. . . . . ... . . .. 

compri~ing tlle: ,ce:qtra.~ _and eaatem. region~ and th~ _ third the ~outhern and western 

regions. The r\,\les govem1ng candida.oies and the electoral procedures are the 
• . ' . -

-ones xhdt are set up by Fren~h el~ctoral law. ,The_Cd.meroon~ _do not constîtute 

an exce;ptior+ an!ÏeiJ9y no particu\a.r pri v1lege •• • : The ballot_, _ f~r. insta.nce, he.s 

to ~e se.cret. There ha.ve to b.e isola.t~d :booths tl?ld _e.l+ .re.gulations _ regarding 

the -b~llots v,hich are -s~t f9:rth: fo:r 7Fren:ch ele~tore.l _l~w~ ~PPl.Y. • There is Just 

one exoe:ption which is _ also provided by e.lectora.l l~lf, and. that is an e.xception . . . ·. •. . 
which ~ut~oriz~s t~e .:printing.çn the ,ba.Uot of a symbo~ , so as to p~rmit even 

,., l •, - •• , 

illitere.tes to :ti~cognj.ze the .candidate e>f th~ir choice fpom l;l~s- .symbo~. This 

is an innovation 1n electora.l IDAtters which French 1aw uaed ~o forbid beca.uae i t 
, · . - ; . . . ... 

forbade a.py auc;h marks on pa1lots. Howev:er, 1 t .. is allowed in the Ce.meroons. 
,,; 

Mr. DAVlN (New Zea.land}; . I -~h~nk .the_ S~cial Repr_esen~ative ._ 

With regard -to .. the members elected .to the French Nat1on,<l:l Assembly, I _ 

ga.ther'from the documents tha.t ·three are chosen ,by,_ the. Cameroons _a.nd that two 
• \ f • • • • • . . • ·' . • • ,. 

of them are Africa.ns. The Special Repre re~tative will perha.ps col;rect me if I 

epi .wrong• or:i. that, but the _point I wanted to .lm9w ;w.as 1wp,et!1er _each college votes 

for: ,three c~ndidateE! . or doea the second c,çl,lege vo~E) fo;r only the ~wo African 

members and- the fi:rst c9llege vote for ozµy t~e other , _nop~Afr_içen.s. : If I am 

correct 1n ~ assumption, th_e.re ia one non-A:t':r.ic~ meµib~r-rlnd tw~ A:frica.ns. Will 
. ; • ·- > • • • - ' • • • 

the first college vote f?r all three and the second college for all three or 

• , doe s -the : fir~t qollege yote only for the 1?:~n':"Afric,a.n_ ._memb~r and _ tbe second 

-college fo:r . the _ two non"'.'Africa,ns -~ _ • 

. •. . .. . 

• < • • •• • • ' -
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Mr. WAT~ (Special ke1~esentative)(interpretation from French): 

First of a.11: ; I' ~hohia . iJ~~ 'tl: ittilt~ d êiat1d.ce.tiorl~ The report apea~e 

. 'df two. representat:i.ves for 'the. second . collage and one for the first ' coli~gè. 

·But;•;thè ·electorel làw vh1~h IIlOdified the representat1on of the Ce.meroons hàd . .. . 
a ·third representative to bè ·elècted by the second college ,· so that ' the· 

. ' . .f . . • . . . ;;- · - • f .. . 
Cameroonie.n 1ndigenous · •inliàbitaniïe ar~ re:prèsented by t~ee depui;ies in the 

Chamber while the :first collage ha.a kept oply one. T~t is why I ~p6~-·of 

• • • thre8' dlld one • 

. •-· '· ' · • ,, . .... _ .... 

,•, .:.. 

·: r . 

. . .-.. ·s 

. , . 
• C. 

_. _;, 
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I hà.ve jùst àaid. th~t the -~otihg ~~·'by ~~~çtbr~l· di~t;içts. W;ithin 

each distrfot, the varioù~,: 6à~€:.€~ôr,_+E:-~:c~t !el_~c_t~~~ c~st th~.1~ ;ba.~~ta· • . • /rhe 
.. . ·.... . J~ .-, : ..,;. ': !.t,l ·. • ·,fl~.' .\ , · ~~... • • '· ·, • •. •• 

firet collegè· :t.s one d.ietrict for the whole of the Territory; that 1s, .a.li 
. . ! , ' • • ' 

Frericlui:ien in ·'tjie Terri tqp- vote for one ~f the candida te.a. f:rom the fir.st 

~oliege. ·Tha·y h~:~ riotJli~$-• to do wi th 'th~ re;rea_entati·;~;a,_' ~f the second 

• collegë_i . . . ·. 
• • • -··lÂ_s:. regarde thé o~d1da:tes, ror the eeqond college, they stand for_, office 

in one of the- three g~o~phic electoral cUstriots, In each d.istrict, there 

are a n'2ID.ber of candidates and the second colleee votes for them. The first 

college haa abeolutely noth4l,g to do with '\;hes~ elections which are exclueively 
. . . . . 

reserved te the ~ndigenous inhahitante. 

Inc_identally 1 I might point out that the ~and.id.a tes in the se districts 

muet not n~qeeàari~y be indigenaus inhabitants. They may be French citizens. 

The course of event13 has shown that out of the . three deputies elected by the 

second colle~e~ o/O vere n9n .. Oa.meroQii~ap.s: one wa~ Pr. AuJ~ula9, a doctor of 

medicine, a European; the <;>ther one was Mr. N1Iline 1 ap ad.ministratar of the 

French Overseae Seryice. 

Cameroonian. 
The tbtrd. one wae Prince Donal~ Bele, who is a 

Are theae explanat1ons eatiafactory? Does that caver the point? 
1 

11f• DAVIN (New Zealand): I find. tha~ explanation very satiafactory. 

I might have to atudy ii; in d.eta.11 .a little later on when + aee the verbatim 

record, but it eeema to b~ quite en adequate e:)Cl)ianatian. 

My next q.u~ation relates to the Representative AEJaembl.y wich, as the 

Council well lmow, 1~ the highest political institution ai}~ated in the 

Cameroone. I had a point here but I think it will be auff1ciently clear. 

The me~erèh:J.p of tll.is body · i~ eleoteà. by the Bfl.llle tw? collages of • 

electora referred to previo~ely. In all, aome fortr members are chosen -­

eixteen belonging to the college of French îlle?llbers and twenty-four to the 

college pf Cameroonian members. I am a1;3suming that each callege would vote 

only for it~ own, oançl~à,ates and not for any ?f th~ other candtdates. 

The system of eleotion ie describe~ ip French. In En&J.ish I would eay 

it is a double vote on a majority liet. It reads, 11 scrutin de liste 

majoritaire a deux toursn, I wonder if .theSpecial Representative would 

mind ex_pla.ining haw that system ope:ratea .. 
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\0 ·:·".P'erhaps ·I ëoul~- s_o on ···to .éeik ·6ne or two further. questions. ~d. the 
. Speoial•Repr-esentative qould reply . to ail Î • t. i ,d .· • ·_-.... . 

. . , • _ . . • . . no ce in the report . that 1 t 
ia .thë , Represeritative Aaaembly wh1ch electa councill f ~• • • · • 

_ .. , • . . _. ors o . the ~epublic. 
This ie a,lso by the~ ·scrutin de liste ma1or1taire a d . • t' · 1 • • , eux ours. _. t . appeara 
from the Truateeahi:p Co~qil report to the fifth session f th •• G. • • al. A . . • · . . . o e. ener sser::bly 
that three coun,cill~J;<s are elected. Of theaè two are A.,,. 1· .. • • • • • . . : . , . . , • r ~ana. . . . 

:' F:trst of' al~,· wo~ld each ~m'ber of the Repr~sentative Aaaembly ..,;~ for 

a.ll ·thi"ee èoun~1:Uora? • Secondly, what iè . the reason for the differenc.e . between 

tlte methocl or• êlectins cièpùti'~i to, the National .Àaaembly -- that : j.a -by the . . . . . •. . . . , . 
niethcyd· of -a 'sirig+ë \tote ·.;..; an4 th,at 'of_ e;l.ecting ~'ouncill~ra of the Republic, 

which 1s b;y- aorutin. cle Ü~t~ ma. 11ori taire a deux ,tours? Perhaps there is • 

eomething 1n tlie Fr~ncll Oon.eti-tution· for the metropoli tan terri tory which 
• : ' . 

makes · tha't !1fCqtiaa._'ri • , • ' If I could. have some clarification on thut point, I 

would be· vè'ry grate~l~ 

Mr_, W,AT~ ,(Sp~ciai ~e:preeentat1ve) • ( interpretation froo 
•' • 'French): • ; • ' To pegin,' : i ·spall an'swer the first quoStion of the. 

repreeentative of Ifov Zeaiand by •• de1:"1ning • exa.ctly t?ie n:eening 
of nia;jority· 11st ballo·ting in two 'pltases. ~jority ballotin;s means that the 

; candidâte or· 11st of candidates tha:t haa çbtained. the absoJ,ute majority o~ . 

votes ia èlected1 the whol~ liat. . Balloting in two phases _œ~ that an 

abèolute majority may not be obta~ned. by any of the candidates· on the firot 

ballot. • • • Thé1{ thè~e • is a second ph~èe of bailoting and th~ cendrna te or lio t 

_: of -Cànd.d.clates that obtains ~~ reiative majority, the' pÙlral1ty, 18 then 

conË31dered. elècteà.. It 1s' ca:1iea Ùst balloting bec~use . a certain number of 

electora.l districts· eie~t~d. ~a : number of represen:taÙves to the Represcmtative 

Asaembly according to the size of the reéion or the numbel;' ?f in-'lw.bi tenta 

thereof. • The number of re~r~·aentative~ in t,he A_s~~rinly i ,B one or' L'l9::e according 

to the . num:>er •0r peoplt'i. '1~ • the r~g;o~• -~ 1f • there i s more i:han one; t~en thcre 

is• -~ :.11.st and the ·eie~to~a :v~te on th·e l:tat. • This 1a wliat we call_ mjori ty 

liat ballot1ng in two phases. . . . . . . . 
• Th ·: c · • ·. 1··1· 1 • • f th Rep' ublic are elect~d by senatorial electors; that e- ounc ors o e _ , . . . .. . 

1 ·., ' ·th· . : ·:.. • ·· ·tati ,:· • r ·: the· first -~ollege in the Rèpresentntive Asoembly . • s ;- e repreaen vee o _ . . . . , . - · · • •. 
vote for ' the : .: 1 counoill~r . dr the first c~lle_~e ~d the tventy-four 

re:presentklive·é ·or -the s~èo~d. èol.lege vote fqr the ttro oounoiµorn • 
. 7 ·:. 



That is why here again there is a. 11st balloting for the two counçillora' of 

the second collegé because, wi th regard : to the fir~t college , . the repr~~entation 

ia single 8 only one !Qouncillor is • ele6ted.. • There 1s no question of a . . , a . 
11st • there. There ~s a list in the : se·oônd. college since there are two 

council~ors. . : .. 

The leg1~lat1 ve elections of 1951: had. only one phase, ' while those of ;i.946 

had. two phases. .. The appropriàte provisions are determined bj the French 
. , l • 

Legialativë Assemb:Ly. Of course, we have rio way of intervening to 1:11odi:fy 

thee~ :provisions• I t :le the e léctçiral law voted by the . French i)arliamen't_ 

.whiéh '. deternrl,nea •. th~ mànné~ or voting. Tl)e elections were in t;wo phases in 

1946 and one î>haaè iq .i95i, the èlecti6na of laet month • 

• ~. bAVIN ;(New Zea.land): I should like to thank the Special 

R~prèaent/3.tive for the very full eJÇplanation. I hope tlw.t I have not 

wearied. the Council vi th these detaile but 1 t 18 ra'l?hèr interesting to find 

out how thesE; ayatelllf! vork. Of course, I was not cri ticizin~ the arrangements 

in any way; :i: wae merely seeking ,;1,nforma.tion. 
. . 

It appears from the text of a.rticle 33 w:lth respect to the functions of 

tl}e Re:preeen.w.tive Aeeembly and other articles in the decree of_ 25 October 1946 

that the functione of the 1'epreeenta,tive Aasembly are, broadly ~peaking, . 

deliberative with respect to financial and. administrative mat~rs onl.y. I 

notic,e a provision that ·1t· musti be coneulted. in certain ca.ses a!'ii that its 

del1berat1ons ar.e. rina.1, for example, in the case of taxes,. Fixrt.'her, .~at 1ts 

deliberations can:~~ be e~ecuted if their annulment has not bec~ asked for. 

I al~o notice that the .decisiona on the budget are required to be made 

executor1 by. a decree of the Hish Conmdesioner. 

'I•his alao 1 i??, the view of· my delegation, doee not add up to a · greàt ~ny 

:powere pf legiel~tion. - It ia cer4a1nly evid~nr.e of so~e power;s • . • For 

example, there 1~ ~o right to 1n1tiate leg1elat1on, which ·is thç prerogative 
.• . • ... . . . 

of the French Ne:t;.ional Asoembly. 

My delegation l{aB wondering whether i;my refonns are ;in contempla.tian that 

wou~d C()n.sider g1y+ng to _the Representative Assèmbly final powers ~f iegislation 

on some su'bjecta. It is .clear that, a.s time goes on, .the people of. thf:: 
• • • . • · > t , ' . .. - - : . , 

Territory will have to be ent~ted with ·aome r~aponsibility for self-

government in certain directions at '-leaet if they are eventuallyto fit . . . · , ; -. 
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__ ; .i;h~~elvea : :for the attainment of>• thé , t:inal.' goé.1·-)ôt •:~"ê:Îf'~go~èrnment.- '• Thê • 
. . . . ·, . ,.. . ' 

_ :° ~unc,11- . h~ s all:_'.ead.y ~d.~ · récornmltn.dà tiona -to . thia,.:èff è~t : ~ t : i ta • f ?Ürth: 'a.rif •. 

eixth aeeaiona. I riotice 1n :page 253 qf":the 19'.;,0 'rèp0rt ,thât: the *dà~f for 
: • ' . ' ' . • ; \ ; ' ' { 

the first Asaembly cdmee to an end at the o;t.oee of 1951 and. '\mat the French 

. ~o.v~_z-nment ie :propoeing, -in ·;~e !ight' of · exper:1ell,C~-- ~~ ; ~king -~ccotm~ of ~he 

>·'._ •. :, de:~~~ -- pt.,_ ~-~olu.~~on -in the T~rrt\orr. ~nd. the re@tmhend.â~i"on:a :or the cdun611, 
,., . :w. mq~ify .the . statwte . Qf tl:i~ Aseelllbl.y<on tlle qc~iia-ibn; :of ita ·rimêwtfl"~'•';-· • It ·1a 

> • . :::: -~~~~dl 1~: ~~e: l'el.)prt ,. t~a~ tl}e Fren~}i'-,~ov~nullènt- haf3:-pre·s_e'nted tp" P,ariiàmeht 

,­. ,. 
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Perhaps the SpeciEU. Bèpreéenuitive cbuld g1ve us an indication of the modifica­

tions èontaihed in that dra;f't J_aw and the present stage reached 1n the French 

Parliament with r~ea:t;"d tp the proposal. 

• ~. WATIER (Special Bepresentative)(1nterpretation t'rom French): The 

queati~ of leg1slat1ve co~~tenc~ of the Bep:resentative Assembly hae already 

ber3n brought up 1n thie' .Cçiunoil, and we have ~ekenJ:~1e. ppportunity to stress the 
~' .·point that çustom and ~J ln -~en~e requir~ that. the. eetting c,JJt of basic ;r.-ul.es 

shOl,lld be a le$islat1ve iœ.tter, whtch is, therefore, in the bands · of the French 
1 · , 1 ' , ., 

Parliwn.ent, 

As regards th~ ~ocal apPlication of the broa.d princi:vlea set by law, that ie 

within th~ p\ll;'vi~~ of the Rep!;"esentative Asaembly, so that, if, legislatively 

speaki~, -t;.pe -:f;lepr~sent~t1 ve .• As~~m~ly );lt.µ, no powers. 1 t~ power as resards the 
1 • ' . • , • • . 

eetting put of fulee and the ilnplE;1mEntation of ~uch ru.les ie extensive, and this 

power may b~ sa:1c\. '\;o J..esielative iu the flen.f3e in which legislatiori affects the 

administt'a'Gion of t.be 're~itory. ~e Be:preeentative Aeaembly'a power in thia 
1 • 1 • . • ' • • • .' • • . . / 

field goe~ JIMÇh fur~her 't;han a perusal. of the articles of the decree aetting 

forth the powere might lead, olle to be11eve. In practice, the Government doee 

nothing, undertakes nothin€;, eete up no service or office, takea • no important 

initiative withi~ ttie Territorr without havi-ng requested ~ither a discussion 

or actual ad.vice fro~ the Repre~entative Assembly. Even 1.n eerious cases, once 

the Represent~tive .Aa~e~bly have ~iven negative advice, t}le French Governor haa 
. ' ~ • 

not die;regarded euch dec1s1ons., Olld he hae re'i'rained t'ram implementing certain 

proJecte which we~e ~ot coµn~nanced by :the ~epre~entative Aes~mbly. Theee 
• ' ' . . • 

pr?J~c~, µi aome ce,a~e, might have accrued to the benefit of the Territory and 

:unproved tlie standard or liv~g. The Re~es~Iltativf' · Aaeembly 1a a fai thful 

pieture . of t:qe mentaJ,.1~ of tJle ~roontari~ ax;içi tberefore 1~ repreeents a 
. . . 

certain emou~~ of ~e~1s'1,;ance ~o any ·over~:prectpitant ~emocratization and 
. • . . ' . . . . . ' . . . 

advaµce~:q.t ~ t,he i:r:err:1,tory. This body, which was e~tabliahed by our demooratic 

menta.l11;;r, ~o~e1;:4ne~ turne o~~ ~o be a, br~~ applied · to any too awift dev:elopment 

of the Terrj,tor7 • .An example waethe nèga~ive adv~qehanded down by the 

Bepre~enta:{;iye ~eembly when we were dealing with forea.~y matters. • The 
• , ' 1' , \ • 1 ' ·: ' . 

Gove:rzuœnt wiBfed to ~~aaaif[ c~rta~ fores~ areaa i~_order to Feve~t 

def'oree.tat1on~. That ~oviaion was diecounte?>.anced by the Bepr.eseµtative 
• • • . ,, • ·' 1 

Aasembly. The Bepreeentative Aseemb.1,,y alsq di~played certain reticense in the 



establishment . of ,.the Yaot1D.de ~ .,Douala commune~. ·. Thip ,proy:iaion .was opp6eed by 

cert~in·~~di~~~;{ ,sr'.ou:ps, . :part;cularly the Douala racif:Ù chiefa1, wbo ·:feared 

that part .~f the~-;~dition voW:d t\ioappeer ,. in a purel7 democ;atic ~iniatra-
. ' • ' • . • • • j ' . • - ' ,. . • • , • • ~. 

tion. The RepreaeJ).tative Aasemb.;l.y çhoee: to endoree the feers of the -Doua.la . . ~. ' ' ' . . . ,. .,. ·. ·.' ·, , • • ' . . 
ch_iei'a . and, v~.toe~ the. refqnn_ pr~pçst,d by .the. Frencll Goyernment. 1 . . :.- •,•-' . . '.; ._. . . ·.- '. _ • •• 

I ll,av~ .outl~ed tpeee ~asea in .order to ~how how that Repreffentativ-e • . 

.Assembly has sQ:pie~iUl(:IB r~eiete~ cl.eJ.ibefately the ini'tiative of. th~ .Adminiatering 

Autllority. We hav~ ot~efl ~ad d:1.f'i'1culty ~n Frrnading the members ç,f the 

.Re_presenta,t;l!f.e ~ee:pib.J.y tl.l~t it was- a.d.viae:Qle t ·9 f'O'fept certa1r reforma to which 
,, ' ' ' . ' . ' ' ' ' 1 ' ' : ' ' ' 

. , ~ei or_isi~ <Prspla1edi a not in,considerable • ~unt of opposi tien •. • • . 
.. . . . . , · • •. • . . ' . i,. , 1 .. · • ' • • . • • • 

The dr~t . J,~w. a.U:~~i ttE}d t ,o ~l 1ement, lfb ic4 :1:ncreaeeq. 1;he , .powers of the 
' - • ' - • • , • ' '• · <"" •· ... '• ,' • ' • ' , .• ' · ,, ' · 1 . ' ' ' ; ' 

Represent~tive Aaeem~y- ~o soma. ~x~nt,· waà çles:1.gn~d in particu.J.ar to p;Lace fully 
,. • . , •• . , . •. l - i ·. - . . • • , . . , , • ... _ . . • 1 . •·. , 

in t~e hand~ l' a:r tlie ~8PJ;'~~en~t,1ve ~a~ply the . power :~ grfUl,t co:noese1'9ns and 

~a.li~nati_on 9f l~cl t,llat JP.i~t be .rnaq.e·· ~ the TeXTlt_orr, Md ~4is 1s indeed a 
. . '. . •• ' • . ' ' ' • • . . . ' -. : ' ; ~ 

broad. pr1viJ,.ege~ . 'lJnfortunateJ,.~, tp.a:t, • bi.p. ~iti not ~oine 0befpr' tlte l~at French 
: '. . ,, . . . , ' ' ' 

. As~embR' ~- 4ue to J.aek • of tinle ~· •· it ia now pe~ing bef ore - th~ new;i.y . ~;tected·' • 

. -~-~nc:ti ~~~i~ .l.a. ~tir~ • . : • • • • • : 

. A~ règtµ-qe( th~ ~~e~ti~ whetll~t,. e;t tll~ end of thf t~rin 9f tpe • present 

~epreeen~tive ~1:1embly, :tll~r~ . will. pe an extell$1;D: of its po"'{erej· tll~t -queet1on 

has--al,rea.q been ra.ised, • 1n the. woper-quartërs in· the· 'F,:-enc}i Cklveppinent-; arid • we 
. • ' . . ' . ,· \ . . . , •. • ' ' • - • ; . • . . 

anticipa.te ~- ~e;rio~ J;'~~i'il+o~ of th~ ~we;rà of i;he l'.tèpr.esept~tiye Aasembl.y 

·to~de libereJ.i~at;ton, 'f'hat, ~~41., ' :l~ a. Qova~rµnent ciue~tion, ~ ! h6pe that 

the repreEJen.ta~ive of France ltfill q~ '\;he_ -one to anawer :f~- the queatîdn whicb 

the revreeen~~~+îE') of. NQw 2ealand ha.a ~ked, eince tllat Iiiatter com~s \iithin hie 
J . 

• J • •• ··• 

. Mr~ P!QN~ (F.rance)(Interpretàtion from _French): If thè representative 

of New ·Zealand bas conclud~d hie questions oµ this particular chapter, I shall 

re-1uest :permission to speak. Ii.' he has not conclud.ed, however, I shall wait. 

Mr. DAVIN (New 2:ealand): I have two more questions on this section. 

I notice from page 49 of the 1950 report that a dec:ree has been dra.fted which 

providea for the establishment of Regiona.J. Councils, whose functiona will be 

more extensive than those of the Councils of Notables, and which will replace 
• draft 

the Councils of Notables. The report shows that thia/decree was sublllitted to 

the f'irst normal Representative Aasembly in .March 1950 and e~nt back for further 
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... , :! : . ' ; ... . ·. . :·_ .• .. . , \, . . -: ; . 

study; that· 1t waa again _aent to _th~ . ît~presentative Aasembly and .. the iatter had 
undertaken to g·ive a defiz{ite opinion . in .the firèt.n~l. ~esaic;>n of 195J. • .• I 

• • ' , · • • ., ,. • • ' • . • . l •.• • • !' ; ' • ' :: •/ ,. ~• • '.. • , •, . ~ •~ • •: ,. , .• • • • • • ' • 

wonder w~ether the- Special Bepres~ntative co\Ùd tell me l:{11,ether ·the draft decree 

lias .yet b~en appr-~ved 'by the;i~epr~s~nta~i;e Ae~embzy ~ b;ou~h~ into ~ffect, 

end whether be . c~tù~··give )~ - ~uti1ne ·of thEl -~el~;t~ _of mem~e;a Clf the Begiona1 
' ' • I • 1 . ' ' . •• ' • ' ' •• , l • ' 

Coulieils, • togethe.r . wi tb _ a deecfiptiofü p~~hap~~ _ of . _the ro.].e of ~he_ tradi tions-1. 
• ch:tefs i~ treee Co~cils ~ • • • • • 

. . . . '• ' . . • . . ' . . . . ~-. 

lvlr, WATIER {Special R~:pi-eeentative){I111ïerpreta-t;ion frorn .French): . The . . .- • : . ~- _.,' •··: ·. • -:. •• : - ·,. . . . • : . • . • ' ' ·. . 

question aeked by yl!e repre.ee~;tïative of New ZeaJ.ai;i.d afforde anotheJ:" 111.uatration 
'• • .. • . •• . : . '! • . . ' • :- . ; · .• : ; ' . i: :-.-, · ' •. • ,\ • , • • . • J 

of what I ~a B8;Y~~ a whil~ a.go. _ I mentioned the r~si~tànce of the Bepre_s~nta-

• ti ve .Asaem9iy .to :J.r,,.novatio~ pr~po~ed ·b; the French Gover~nt. In effect, the 

Îna·j.ority of the ~rica.n zœ~b~r~ of_ ~e Bepree~ntative Aa~embly hav.e feared l.est 
:·. .. . ; :_ , : • ,,·. ·, \,, : . • • . . 

the Counoile qf Notables,as they W :t'.::· extended and beeome the Regional 
·. . . ' .l : . ' ..,; ' . . . . . ~' : •. ~ . . • ·:.. . . . ·. ... : . 

• • Councila, mey exerQiae too el.ose a check on the work of the membera of the 

Beprea~niïat~·ve ~a-em~ly, • 11iey t~'ok a.; ràth:er cÜm view of b~ing a~bjected to the 

queetionning of 1nembere of a. Provincial. Aaaemply who would aak them to account 

for the :mann~r · ;t.n· ~ich they fu.lfulled 'the~ ma.nd~te. Th~-t; was. the main reason, 
• :: . · . •. . : i. • . . .. ; : , '. . • . . . 

;r thÙÙ\, wlzy the Rèpreaentative Aesembly of the Cameroona in 1950 rejected the 

draft ôrQ.inance ~tibmitted 't;io • 1t to . that -~ffect. ,; It did notrejec~ it; 1t 

simply deleyed è9naideratio~ of the question. · The session of 1951 was aupposed 
• • t • 

• to reeume coriaidera·Üo1i ~f thé màtte~; but 1· am af'raid tnàt I do not ·imow at the 
• ' • l • • •• 

• • mome~t whethel;'' the ~e:pr~aentatî v~ Assembly has pronounced 1 tself on the ma tter • 

• • Ir' nv meinory :j.e ~OlU.';Qt / phe asenda of .the session of · Apr;l.l~lv18.;/ 195_1 _was over­

load~~, EUld I ~ not in a position to tell wpethe+ the draft relating to the 
' ' " . 

reform of ~~ Coun~il-& of Notables came up for cOI+Bideration e.-t;; _that aeaeion • 
.; ·· • 

.:·., ' 

. .. . , • 

• . ::· ., : · ·. 

• 'f · . 
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Mr. DAVIN (New f.ea1anâ.): • 14y.fiha.L question on polltical advancement is 

this: 

I notièe on pagé 50 of· the 1950 i'epo~ that career magiatrates have been 

arriving in the Territoryto • .rep~ce the judges appointed as a transitiona.1 

measure from ~On$ variou.s .officia.la~ . T~is seem~· to 1llY delegatiori évidence' of 

considerable progress towards th~ ide~l of se:parating the jud:tcial from the 

execut~ ve function. · .. 

I wonder vhethe:r the Spec~al ~epresentativ~ could givé ùâ a11·àccount of the 

present si t~at~on a.a regard!;! thia reforxn. Are there many 'I>àsts ·at present held 

by officials wµich atill renia.in ~o be f illed by career magistra.tes'l 

I have a second -point with regarcl to the indigenqµs tribu.na.la. These appear 

to have incre~sed :!,.n number and to be working sat1sractQrily, I wonder whèther 
·, ~ •. •. • ' -. • ' ' 

we could ha-ve a descril)tion of the method. of select~ng and appoiriting Africari 

, jud,ges •. 

Mr. WATIER (Speqie.l 1ie.:t1i~esentative) (interpretation from Frt;inch): It is 

accura_te to sa.y tpat. the number .<;>f çareer mag:i.atrates haa substantially increased 

during tlle last two .yeàrs :... ~nçl, a.a a matter of fa.et, even since the beginning of 

, thia year s;t.::,c new ç~t'Elt">+' ~s1atrateE;1· have arrived in the Terr1tory'. . ~e· riumber 

of off~c+ala, ~è:+êfo;re, who have been combinins adm.inia~ative f1tnctions with 

mag:l.sterial funçtions is bf;lin~ ;reduced. I believe tha.t there is now only 'Crie 

official exerciai~g bqth adminia~r~tive aµd judicial functions• 

'• ,, : ·,As re$8,rds tne <ll,\Btoma.ry tribl.\na.ls, their number iB grow:l,ng, • Oivil jÙstice, 

which waa fol;merly a.qmirµstered: by tribunàls of fi;rst 13,nd seconcl degree; 'presided 
: ' ' ' ' • • ' ·,' , . 

o".er by a :Eur9pean official aasisted.by two indi~enous magist;rates, is now being 

administered by the customal;'y tribunals • Thes~ tribu:n.E+ls are composed exclusively 

of indisenous. DW,gis~rat~s, , Wh9 are seiected by th~ }Ugh C~ssioner from a llst 

proposed P~ the cliiefs _of regions. . The. liat conta:j.ns na.mes of chiefs, notables 

an:1-_.. elder~ ~f the tripes noted for their knowledgè of cus-J;om, their high moral.a and 

their ~ntegct ty • . •, .. 

Wherl; too many • li tigants a:ppe1:1.l agàinst the decisions of the customary • 

~ribuna.ls, the inference is rather clear: the judse is not satisfactory·· and is 

.. pot judging in accordance wi th custom. . In tha t event., i t is 1ncumbeht upori the 

president of the tribunal• of s~cond· degree, whièh is the appeals court for ·the 

cµs~oma.rr courts, to point that-matter out to the Procureur General, wh6 1s the 

head of the appropria.te service am who investiga.tes the guestion whether the 
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membership of the ;cuatomary tï;-ibu.nal ~lio~ld not 'be éhâ.rtged and whèther new judges 

ahould net be named. 

: • Mr. PIGNOfi (franoe) (interpretation from French): I sliould like to make 

aome e:x:planation~ in, co~xion wii;h the replies to th~ questions put by th~ repre­

sentati:Ye of· N~w ~ef:!,land wllich hav~ been giv~n by the Sp~cial Representative. 

As I reµiember ~ t, ~~- firat ~uestiozi concerned the double college. The 

SpeciaJ. Represe~ta:~iv~ r~fetirëd t~i~ gue~tion to me, stat1ng that it was a 

mat.te~ fo;- tpe french Goverpiné:,;i~ t9 çl~ciq.e. I should Uke sJ,ie)ltly to correct· 

what the Speci~:\- R~:p:i:-eQenta;t~ ve said. • • It te îlot actually a g1i1estion ··for the 

Govermnent_: • j,t 113 ~ question -for the l;~liament. Iri this domain, the ' French 

Govermnent lms a:. W,(:111 eat~blishe~ t,:-ad:1 tion, -wll+ch is,, so far ae possible, to 
. ' .- . 

leave the se~tling of electoral qu~stiona to the inftiatj,ve of Parliament~ 

Tlle lav{ w~~ch actWl;lly governs elections in the overseas Terri tories is the · 

law of g3 May 1951. A fJrat le-w h{ld elimi~ted ~lle double coJ,lege in all 

the Territo:i;-ies, wit~ ·the sol.a exception -of Mad.agascE,!,r. • Tpere was a constitution 

obli~tio?l to h~ve the, t~x~ voted ·by the National Assemb~y frdopted by the Sonate. . ' . 
That was not d,one, ~nd we were therefore lèt't v.ith thé law of 23 Mar 1951, to _ 

which I have juet referred, which maintained th~ double collage in the Ter;ritories 
· . · ' • · essentially 

where 1t had ext-ste<\ s:tnce l.946. ·Th~s is the-refore/a 'polit;ical matter. It is 

more a parliam~ni;ary matte!' th~n a governmental one. 

I woµld poip.t ,qu~~ in IJaBB1f:l8j 'hOwev~r, . that the law of 1951 has considerab1y 
• • . • • • S'Ped,f ica11y 

increaâed the representattpn of the double college. Tl}is wa~ pointed nu~11n 

cormexion wtth the Cam~rcons, but it r1aa- generolly appJ,.ied. The law, as I have 
' ~ • . • . 

said, inc:reased the number 9f ~ctual indigenoua representfl.tives in the French 

Parliruiient. ·•·•· ' 

I should &;teo l;tke to ~ay a wqJ:4 abo"Q.t the power·s of the {3-ssemblies. There 

is a)."ways a del~c~te pro'b:lem <:>f term,:!nology ~ 1regàrds th~ legislative or parlia­

mentary· power. We muet decide· wll,ether, in ~efining these words, we are using a 

formal cr1ter1on or a auba~nttve criterion. The formal criterion 1s guite 
1 • ' • ' ' ' 

simple: In Frepch lf;l."7, anyt~+ng which canes t'rom P~liament is a law, a!'.d 

anythine which • comes f~om ~e executi ve power is a decree ol:' a regulation.' • • Of 

course, that is a very simple o:r,iterion~ ·If, howeve;r,, one takes the substantive 

cri terion -- which ie I11ore dif'fiotù~ to defi~ but which is rioher in meaning •­

very important conseguencea inay result a.a regards the représentative assembliès. 
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,·. :- t ~ i i.: ;_· ·~ ,. ...... : • .. ' . . · • ·~:y _:·t.. . . . . \'' -: . . .. 
In my Ôp1~:~11, the rfipresentat~v.f:1 as,eemplies are 1nvested· with real legialative 

power-wi thin the :llm1ta, of ,·th.e J,.a~s and régulations- cOID.ing from the c·entral power• 
·- ,.~ -- - · ·: · ·~;;.. __ _ __ ' - . ' , .:~- · :. ·. _· • • , .. ~. --.:' -. ; : ;- ~ .. : i· i · . . -~ . _·· . . 

If it is a,. guest,ion of a ma:t:t~r ~hic.Il has not been the subjec,t of -a le:w or a dec·ree 

cOinin~ fr,~ -,th~j:~e.ntra,l power,' it ie quitè ':obvi,otw' that the ~ssembly haa a Wide 
scoi>e ih' Which ·to .:e~~-;cise r~al· l;gieQ.ative power. • • •• • • • _. , • •• 

• • .,Th~ -~~t- gue'~tlon -~hich the·'$p~d-1a:iJ Re;;es~n~ti;e r~ferred to me cèncerned 

the powe;s· o~ the ass~mb~e~ • • E:~ • s~id .'.pràctie~:t:1/· everithing whioh: éould "'be said 

on thia àul;>Jeét by ind.1cat1ng that the formal intention of the French Gov~rnment 

waa . conaiderably to extend thé pow1;3rà of the aeJBemblies. This ia • of direct . • -

cÔnoern to the 1nd1genous 1nhabi:l;ants. -lt ha:ppens that circums~nc~a whi~h àffect 
• ' .; • . ••• • . ' • . • fs • 

_ t1:1~ :-Whole world have resulted :,.n the fa11'1!'e of the session of parlia.ment which 

t~rminated la.et l!lonth to carry out thia intention, I can, however, g1 ve • the 
' . . ' . •, . ' 

Council the assurance that i t 18 certainly the ' intention of the French Goverrmiènt . • . . ,. . 
to follow up thia ma.tter, a.a it is its intention generally to follow up _ail 

questions concerning the repreeentative aesemblies. 

_-Mr. DUSSAUT (Argenti~) (interpretation t'roni French): I have listened 
• . ' . ,. '"f 

w1th great 1nterest to the explanationà _g!.ven by the $pecial Representative, 

particula.rly ',la they concern the cOlllposi tion. of the electoral college and the ' 
· . •• •• 1ts · • • • . • . • ·: ,,. ,_. · . . ' . . 

feeling that/powers should be extended whenever tjie Administration deeme it 
, . . . ' - . . . .· ... 

appropri~te,,:. For exainple, we were gratH'ied to hear that the ·meinbership ot ~e 
.. . , : , -. . 

colle~. haa. ,in~rea.seci from 70 ,_ooo to 116,000. 

;i:e. regl.etr~tion in the êlectoral rolle carried o_ut· ,d;trectly by the Admini~tra-
• . . ' ' ; . . . ~ ... 

t1on, or ia 1t direct'ed by the ind.igènoua inhe.bitants ..... the Foru; or politicai . 
, .... ' . ' 

IJartiesï In general, I ehould like to knoW how theae electoral rolls are eet • 

up. Is ~here e,ny .sqrt -of verification of the country' s population _in connexion 

With regi_stra.tiont . 
. \ 

... . ... ,. 
·-' • • # . · -
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Mr. ~iATIER (s:peci~l Representat:t~e) tiilterprèt~ti<>n .. from ~ren9h),t _ ;:;- , 

The com:pilation of. elector~l(·;l'Ol.l,.a ie +9egu.lated-,by-, t~e F~~nch ~lec._i;oral lavt 
. ' . -~ - . . 

-wJ1ich laya .doml ·::the . collq.tt-io~ wh:1,çt must. be .: ·fulfi.ll.e~_.. by~_ a . citi~en~b~fore-; h~ 1 

can ~e ~~gistered· an.9-· y-hic,ly also -e:pecifi~s.- the.:methocl~ py c . .wh~(!:h ~gis:~r,wtion is_ 

CE!,rri,ed out _13,I;l.d. control.led.,· . . _: The eete.bli1Jhm.ent of: . the• list~ . ill ~9e -t:irst :place 

1s : ~arr1ed out by the Administration; i_n. France it. is the comm:unal administration, 

in tne Camer.cons i t ie the Adoi~atration of , the Te~itory. .If e~ectore 

· consid.~r. that they are .quali-fied but are ; not includeq. 1.n the lists, they are 

~ble _. to appeal to the court ~- _it _ie_,. the _Tribunal de Paix which decid.es on. t1:1e 

validi-ty of . a regietra.t,ion or .. on the • accept?bili ty of req_u.ests fo~ ~egis"tïratii:>J;l 

.rec~iv~d from :person~ whose names . have been omitt.ed. Tl}.ere - is al'l:mye ther~fore 

1:.)- ,:-ecourse open-to the citiz~na; ,they_,,.:themselves may ex8l'!line the elect_or!l.l lists, 

whi~h are pps.ted. in a public J?.l?,c~ . and _. are ~pen to inepect_ion by everyb9dy· ~9-
. ev,er~one wh~ .fulfile the :: nec~ssary c ondi tiens ia Sl;U'e of an opportuni ty :to; 

Mr, DUSSAur (Argentina) ( interpretation from French): I should also 

li_3:te to know what: .f:IJXther prpceèLw,e . !'1ill: ,:be f_ollowed in tne _ event that the 

number ?f members : of_ the eleqtor~l collegee increases considerably. In this 

co~exion I should like to point out that when the:r:e w.ere 12,000 members of the 

electoral college there were 40 membere of the _Representative Assémbly . .. - .· . . . 

Now that -there are 116,ooomembers of the coilege, there a.~ still 40 members 
-. . . . ·' · , .. . • . . . 

of the Assembly. Will the number of .representati ves in the Assembly ahra.ys -.. . • . • 

~main the saine, . or ~"?, 11 . i t -~nf re a.se i~ proJ?orti on .to ;the ~umber of members in 

the collage of electors?. . . . 

Mr_. lTATlER -~Sp~_cial ~epresentative) (interp~etation from Fren~h): :· __ 

The number of representati ves in the metropoli tan coimtry has
11 

~1re ad.y inc.reased, 

the number of electoral representatives of the Cameroons being now four instead 

of thl"ee -- that is, three representati ves from the second college ira tead. of two. 

Asto the members of the Representative Assembly, they are elected on the basis 

of the population of the area they represent, and 4o representatives for 

3,000,000 inhabitanta ie, after all, quite a sufficient number to constitute a 

small local parliament. I do not think that e:n::; increase. in the number of those 
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represëntàtives ié _ contemple.ted in the -inipted.iate future. However, • 1t is :possible 
, ;.. ·; :'•, _! ·• 

that_ next year, when tpe Governmènt'\1111 under-ta.ke to reconsider the q:r,g~ization 

and. functioning of the Répresentative Assembly, i-é may be able alightly to inçrease 

'·the number of represéritatives o:r the s.eèond college .. 

Mr. SAY.RE (United. States of America): On page 50 of the 1950 report 

a d.escription is given of progress in.village -ad.ministration reforma· which are 

being ûndêrtaken • in the Frènch Cam.eroons, and: ari- interesting·explanation is gi ven 

to the effect that these reforms weré extend.ed in' 1950 to three new sub-divisiona 

in t~ N'Tem region. The Adm.inietering; Authority calls attention to -the very 

na.tural difficulty of extend.ing this reform. to 6ther a.reas where the educational 

level is: loW'. That· ·is a problem which ma.rcy of us face in ·the administration of 

Trust ,Territc:iries ana.· I should be very interested if the S:pecial Representative 

coulci g:1,ve· us dete.ils of some of the ·a.tfficulties and the methods which are .being 

adopte·a.· to overcome them-• 
. 1 

Mr. VATIER (S:pecial Represeritat1ve) ( inter);iretat±on from Frenc}:i): 

The estabiishment ·of village bureaux, to which reference· is made by the 

re:prèsentative of the United States~ ie bfl.sed on the ·existence of a sufficiently 

wides:pread knowledge of French to make useful and accessible to the majority of the 

l)ersons concerned the meeting~hall and library which form part of the bureaux. 

This condition, of a sufficiently high level of general education, ie achieved in 

a certain number of sub-divisions, especially in the area of N'Tem, where we can 

say that there are hard.ly any 1111 te rates , whe:re all children go to school and 

a large majority of adults are able to read and write. In euch conditions it 

waa possible to achieve this extremely interesting innovation of village bureaux, 

which are both cultural and administrative centres and which have enabled ua to 

re·group in a new setting the ind.igenous inhabitanta whose isolation in the foreets 

had separated them from their original. tribal roots. He ho:pe to be able 

progressively to extend. these Village bureaux to other regions, as am when our­

ed_ucational courses for adulte, among other things, have enabled us to achieve the 

required progress. I hope that as early as next yea:r we may be able to 
contempla.te the extension of this experiment to part of the Edea region and part 

of' the Yaound.e area., 
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• •• Mr, .SAYRE ;(Uni te~ ,st~tes ,of\ An;er.ieaH ,Jjô ,:t ~~~rMtali4. that t}:11~ .. ,, . 
• .. - • . .. • • .• • • • O • ~ O • , : ~ ' • • O . ' • .. • h i 

•. extension of the se . adminiet~at.1ve . r~forme .is • contemplate.d, wi.thin,, let . :u~ .SSSj .- .· 

{ .• the comi~ yearî Is it an 1mmedi~te:· s~~p w~ic~ is bei~: co~templat.ed, o·; °Îs;:-: it 

something which is merely envieaged within the course .of the next several years'l 
• :. . ' -.,. • . • • ' • , 1 . 

I am wondering how immediate are the steps which are contemplated. 

. .. • • ' - • ✓ .! ' . • • _· . • 

• ,, Mr, _W~IER {Spec:$,al Tiepresentative) { interpretation from ]'rench): 

I und~~tand ·. the 1.ute~st whiehthe ·.rep:res~'~tative ~f the United States shows 
• .; . .. ' :: ,_.. - . . . '. . • '. ', ... ; .: .... , . ' . . .. • ' • 

in o"btaini,ng :more precise . information on the extension of village bureaux, . 

but I do . not ~hip.k that I shou~d , c~~~ . t}le Cameroons Govemment by stating here 
. . . · . , - . . . : . .. 

• that_ by a certain time we shall create ~o m.any ·new village bureaux or that we • 
. . . : : . . • · . . . - ·: 

shall. extend them to ~uch and . such rasions. I simply know that i t is t·?e . 

intention of ,those who direct .the .Political affaire of t _he Cameroons . to extend 

, the experiment. _ Ue are . still ~-n the. experimental stage., à,:fter al~. The 

experiment be.a succeeded in the Bulu area and to extend it to. other places of 

somewhat different characteristics we may have to change the organization of the 

village bureaux. .All this is a .pragmatic taak, 1 t is a task of experimentation . •. . . . • . , . -- . -·. . . . . . . . 
and experience which is carrted out in the field on the spot; we are attempt1ng 

:-·· · • . . . • . _: : • 

• Ej-8 · far as possible to bring the administration down to the lowest possible levels 
. ·:· ' . . ' . •. :. . . : . . . . ' 

.end as close flS poss.ible to the Territory -itself • . : ~ . . .. , 

,; '." .- : . :' ~-: :- ' -·-, •. ·: -:: • • .. •. '. ' : . : , { -~ 

. •' 

. ,:- • -
•• • 1 :: ... ;..., 

·.• ' ; . i . 
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. Mr~ SAYRE (U~i~.a ''Sta'.~'s .of' America): '" I atn sure tnet a1r:· of 'lis ·1,till 

be interested in a further c1etâ111~', ~rha;s•· in next year's report;· 1ôf the 

experienpe r1hich the Adm1n1stering Auth.ori ty 1s havîng. It is a 'problem· 
• ~ . . • ' t • ~- I". •• ~ • • •• ' .. : \. . . • ' • -- : , ' ... • . . •. . . 

similar·-ro .that which many o-f us facè, ,/i-nd for that reason the ·axperience of 

the A~nt~.te;·ing Authority •:1.n' th~ Ca~roons under French AdminiatraÜon'would 
•• be ~f ver~ ~reat interest tô ~ther~·. '. . •• • • • • ' • ' • • 

r ·.: • . My s~con~t que~tion relat~s to a statement orl :L5age 46 of t'h-e 1950 ra.port, 

•• ~!3~., • in th~,- right~ha~d -colUIDn, th~re appears ,an 'intei'Eisting 'accoùilt :or 'the 

~:r1~u~· 'politi~al partie~ in the French Came~oorts . • :·I not:tèe thàt; irr the 

ca~e of the •. Union des .Popul~tions du _Cameroun, :i.t is ment'ioneci 'that· its 

:. mem~~sh;p a-~ the maximum 1'a about fi ve or àix thbusarui~ .' : 'NO • figure's· ere • 
' · • i. .:~ : : • 

given, however, as to the estimated membership of the other ' parties. I ·wonder 

~hether the S~cial Representàti~e would 'be : abie to g1Vë us ·a.n: approxima te 

idea of the number of members in these other :parties. I qu1te realize that 

tp.e number~ are increasing wtth each year and that they keep fluctuating 

... ~pidly, • Th~ _Spe'c1~1 Repr~~entative may ~ot h~ve ' Jt hiâ 'fin~ertipa such 
• •.,' ' . · '. .: • • .', t;. ' ,' ·. ,· 4 \, O • •• • :· , > • .·' . ' 

inf'onztl.~ion as that in which· I have expressed my interest. ' • Iî' he· does have 

the··1nfol'.'m:ltion, however, I should be interested to know·'the 'app~..JX.1m.ate··size 
~ ' • • • • • • 1 • ; 

of these other parties mentioned on pagé 46. 
.. -·: 

! ·.:, 
., ' ,,Mr. WATlER (Special_ Repreàentative) (interprè'tation f~om 'French-): 

Actually it 1~ somewhat difficÙlt to detennine thê membership,.è:lf à '' given party 

in the Cameroons. If we tal~e .the fi~re. Whi~h'. prao'~1~ally woùld. ' be thé only 
1 • ·.,:_ ' • ~ ... ~· , • , . : . • • ' • · ' . • :", : • • 

valid one -- that is, the figure of subscribërs to the party •- we would have 

. a very wrong idea of the actual importance of the party. 
'l -.. • • • • • • 

In point of fact, 

the camer9oni~n~ very often express their sympa:thy for a · party .ldth a great 

dea~ of ardor and ~votion, b~t this ardor and thia c1.e\i-otion · very 'aeldom 
go as far as paying any f 0~ of regul.ar subscr1.:pt1on. 

0

Th~ ea~·rooniàn bas 

~ot Y(;lt u.nd,el".s:tood the_ inte:res-t? .t~t· the~ 1s in ensuring the liv~lihood. of a 

• party ,Oll . the niaterial ~nd phys:1daî pl.a.ne. • There:tore , · the information w11'1ch we 

·:.h,ave ?~ supscribe~B would t;,nsia.te' only imperfectly the rela'tive illiporta~ce 
- ,. • e • .• , • • . • . ~ - , . .. . . • • . . \, , 

· o.p each_ part·v. •• • • . •• ' '- • ' • · • 
.1. V ·) .;.~· .•. •-:: .. 

F<?r_ -~~ :t{nion des Pç~ul.ations_ dù _,:~anJ:SrOu.n, '~e. , .. ha've' been able to establish 

. ,ap _appr.O~(:'~a~ _figur~ ·.-~c.~use 'w.rious ~tud.ie~ have e:nabl;ed ~a t~ know moré or 
• # • • • • - . ~ ' • ' • ~ ' ~ • ~ .... • • " ' • .' ' • •• - - . : ' ' • • - . • • \ .· • ' :· • 

less who the ~Z:iOUSJ~~nibers !!;re, sincê" a grea.t "p.W!lber of them ar~ registered 
, • • ; • • , ,• • t. •. • " • • .. ' • • • ~ • . "r 
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. .- a_t t~ same time in .trad.a· unt,oml' of'. the Conferleration Generala ,du TravaiL 

That en~bles us 'to -find the numberi -of ;perÈtons _ registe.red in- the Union ,~es 

Populations du cameroun. 

Asto the :other-parties, I . think I may- say that it ·is the Evo·lution 

• . Soc1a·1e Camerounaise which is the most numerous. • I should. not U.ke to give 

• any spacific figure, which might prove .to be: -incorrect -- but :th~~ ,party -~s 

a grea ter development than the· _Renaissance Camerounais_e ._· At · the ).aat 

elec;tions, . :Lt happaned that the candidates who presented: ~hemse;lves under the 

bànner of the E'volution Sociale Camerounaise- obtai:qed a consJ;de);!a.ble number of 

votes,· and it is significant to note that ,the -candidate of the Union des 

Populations du ca.meroun l(ho presen,ted h;lmself in the firet diatrtct recei_ved 

approx~ately six thousand votes, whi_ch .corresponds qu1te closely_to the ·figure 

indicated in the report. I _am afraid. I cannot give much more inf.orm.a.tion 

on this point.-

• •• ·., • • . . . 1 

Mr. SAYRE (United Sta_te s of America) : I should now like , to . turn to 

·page 49 of the 1950 report, where mentie~ is made., in the middle of the ,left­

hand column, ,of.- the ~mine•Gueye l.aw, enacted on ~O.: June 1950 in ~rie., . 

providing in principle that the, salaries of colon~al of,icers shall not be 

baaed on differences in race or personal statua or or1gin or place of 

-recru! tment.: I .should be interested in hearing somèthiil:g of . the actual 

•. ·,.";q:peration . apd e:iœ~ution of this law. I wonder, 

civil servants do recei-ve ovërse~s allowances. ' •. . ' ' . . . ; . . 

.-law worlœ out in practical opera,tion. 

for instance, whet4er French 

I_ .Ahould ,like J~o kno_w how: the 

Mr. WATIER (Special Representa'l:ïive) (interpretation f'rom Fren~h): 

The ~mine-Gueyè, law,. when it establia.hed the_· fact that differences in the pay 

of officials could· in np .case be based: on differencea of race or personal 

statue or origin., created a great number of difficult_ies as regards 
' \ . . 

_implementa~ion. Actually, so ·far., ·· officia le of European origi!)• serving :t,n the 

overseas territor,ies have received an in_d;emni-ty, an expa_triatio~· à.Ilowanc_e, 

which was determined according to the basic se.lary and which _varied acc~füing 

: .to the distance of the terri tory from Franc;e or according . to -·the kind of • 

climate in which the officia.la had to serve~ l;!1th the· I.âmine~Gu~y~: law, _ this 

à.ifferenqe should -·in ptind.:ple. d..i'éappeaf -~ o:i;-' else':.simila~ indéttttiities· ahould 

be g~ven to offi~ials ·of 'the; 'same rank born in Afri can tert:ttoriès~ . 
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Mr.- SAYIW :(United $tates.·of'.America)': . My lè.st question is one wh~ch 

reverts to the queàtion .. which was .asked by the representative of New Zealand., _ 

and interestingl.Y answered by -both the SJlecial Representa ti 'Ve and the 

representative of Frànce, .in regard to the proposed extension of the po~-r.s 

of the Re:9resentative Assembly. I waa particula.rly interested in the 

ex:planation given by the representative of ]'rance as to the powars re1;3erved 

• tô · the Fnmch I.egislative -,Assembly, tlle 1ntlb11ity of other :AseembUes to ~ss 

. la.wa. in the technic~l senae of the word, the powers of local .I.egi~la-'t:.ive 

Assemblies to paes legislation which neverthelees doea have local effect. 

• In view of h_is explanation, I did not feel qui te clear as to e;actly how the 

powers of this Representative Aesembl.Y were expeoted to _be incre~sed. Now, 

we have spoken of the projet ~ M,· which haa not yet been passed, but. ~hich 

does, as I understand it, propose to extend the.powers. I am net: çlear ~long 

:what lines those pcwers are ex:p~cted .to be extended, or just what _the proVisions 

:Will· be or how the matter can be worked out. I would appreciate further 

clarification . . 

. . . . . .. . .. _ ._ 



' ·Mr ~- WATIER (SpècîiÙ Re:p.reseritative) • (interp:retation frcm French): 

rt· is rather diffi6tllt to spec'itt; wbàt will be the ~forms ensureci by 'a · laW 

which has ;net yet beeii discussed by :i?ârlii:.ùnelit. The :Bill submitted ·by the 

:· b-èl~ernment contemPlatea ·an extentiori to which I referred a short "7hj_le ago 

and' which is specially ::important in the field of the grantin3 of 

"êàî"c'èsst'ënita.nd, in a general manne~r-, of any alienation of terri tory. But this 

·.'• iaw maj' .-bè '·very considerablym;bdi:fied by ':ta:rliament, and that· is 'why :i: cannot 

here and ndw vve any specific reply to the representative of the Ulited.-States • 
. , 

Mr~ PIGNON (France) (interp:retat.ion frcm. French): Mly ·r add a few 

words to wœt bas been said by the Special Representative? There are three 

èortd,ivable methéds of intreasing· the pmrers or theLocal ·Assembiy. The first 

'·· 1s· to e:x:tend · the list ôf matters 1n ·regard to which it bas ccmpctence. · ·The 

'sê ccrid.; in the budgetary' field, consista of diminishing compulsory e.x:penditures, 

thereby increasinc the powers of the Assèmbly. The third. method is to d.im:inish 

the number of cases in which the Administration -- or, if the more juridical 

term is preferred, the executive power -- can ask for an annulment of a decision 

of the Assembly. The method chosen by the French Government in the Bill to which 

reference has been made was that of' increaaing the liat of matters in which the 

Assembly had f'ull deliberative powera. As the Special Representative bas aaid, 

however, i t is not certain that Par lia.ment, which bas complet,e f'reedom in the 

matter, may not chc~ another methOd or even vote for the three methoda together. 

~ parliamentary debate no clear l:ine ia indicated until the d i scussion is 

completed. All I am able to say is that· the French Government intends to increase 

these :powers and tbat its method ao f'ar bas been to add new matters in which tbe 

Assembly has full authority. 

Mr. SUPHAMONGKHON (Thailano.): I have very few questions to ask. 

I run intereated to note that there is a system of ncminating tribal chiefs in 

accordance with local custans, but I understand also that such nominations have 

to be ap_proved by the Administering Authority. My first question, therefore, is 

this. Dœa not the subjection of ncminations of tribal chiefs to ap:proval by 

the Administering Authority make of' such tribal chiefs mere agents of the 

Ac1ministra tian? 
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,'.; ,, ,::,.·_Mr, .. WAT!ER' s(S1rec'ial Re:presenta~ive) .{1nte.rpre.tation,.fxani)i'x-~n.ch}: , 

The<nc:rilina:tian ---of chiefs is . valillatèd'. by, a . decr.ee .of the , head of the t _erri.tory, 

but the actual investiture takes: .pl~c.e aa the result of a ·desigruition :PY ,thè• 

Counc.11· of: Elders or, . if the, dynastie ·1a.w ·.Js .. ,·_different, · in accordt:l.nce wi th the 

tradition.al dynastie provisions .. , The ,. •governm.ept'· simply conf ims a fact which, 

in practice,. ia the. result of.' .:tradi.tOional. custcm. :-.The only _ca·se . in which- a • 

• :;ncmiria.tian might be suspended .would be one· where the chief~designatE, : notp.inated 

in accordance w:ith custom. and tradition; was unworthy of the office becauàe of. · 

scandalous conduct, unsa.tisfa.ctory moral qualifications or, even .simply physical . 

insuff,icieney. In suc}1. • a case th,e head of the ter.riix'lry.:·would requ~st the . 

investing; boq.y. :-'-. that · ia. to say, • t ,b.e> Couz1cil of Elder~:,. the;-A,eàembly of Heads 

of Families or whichever body ciesignated the chief · - to designa.te another 

pers on. ~o}pe chie.f. 

., 
Mr .. SUF.'fil\.MONGKBON (Thail~d): I understand tAAt µi •. c~rtain a.reas the , 

Adntinister:ing .Al.lthority ,haa. -.~en _.:fit to . establish a k:ind of municipal ccmmission. 

I have learned from , the .. report tha t . the, memb..era . -of t,hose ·commies ions are 

appointed.by. the ,Admini$tration and not elected . . I ahould: like to . . ask whether· ,~ 

there is any s:pecial reason that elections should_not ta.ke plat?e in this 

cormexion. 

Mr. WATIER (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): 

The system of the designation of municipal ccmmissions is semi-elective, A 

certain num.ber of the members of these bodies are elected or designated by 

corporations, econcmic eroups, and so on. Others are elected literally -- that is 

to say, by the membera of the municipality. On the other band, the head of the 

municipality is always a mayor-administrator -- an official deaignated by the 

government. It is especially in this -- the designation of the head of the 

municipality that we see the difference between muni ci:pe.lities with full 

exercise of powers and the system of joint communes which_we also find in the 

Cameroons. 

··-". SUPHAMONGKHON (Thailand): I am glad that the Specia.l Representative 

has explained this matter because I read in document T/L.182 that the :mayor­

administrator was "assisted by a Municipal Canmiasion of su members (four 

Euro:peans and two Africans) e.:ppointed by the Haut Camnissaire." Tbat is why 
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I ·waa under the impression tb9.t the memb~rs of th~ Municipal Cc.mmisaion were 

designated by the Adm.inistering Authority ·,~d ,no,t elected,. , If they are· in ,fa.et 

• elected, ,however, I am sà.tisfied with the ·explanation •. 

My riext question refera to :pag~ 53 of the report for 1950 which contains a 

table giving the numb~rs of staff .. · .I should ·like the Special Re:presentative to 

give:. s.cme clarification of these, figures. For insta.ncp/ I note that in the _ 

case'of-the general administration the number of Euro:pean staff _members :i.Jl,creased 

from 242 in 1949 to .-340 -in , 1950, whereas the number of African staff members 

rema.ined unchanged. What_ is the . .reaaon for. this increase ·of nearly 100 

European ·stc.ff members and no inère~se at ail in the number of Afr:i.cane? Why 

was there not. a s:Unilar · increase in the number of African s.taff members? 

Mr. WATIER (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): 

The increaae, in the E.uropean staff arises essent:i.ally frcm ·the fa.et _that the 

general economic development of the, .Terri tory and, the hurrle.d construction_ w_l;lich 

France is. undertaking of a considèra.ble number of public works·.reg_iürea the 

presence of cadres of_ officials, technicians and ·engjneera who cannot be 

fu.rnisned by the Africans and must coma f'rcm France~ That is . why the number of 

European staff members is constantly increasing. 

- :, 

. . _-. 



· l ···. . .'..t, . __ .: :· ·:: .· .- '.'t-t \_., .\ • .. -t ,: ., · ),·;.~· : ·• .. · "";·_, • . . · • .. !'l- ,; .. · ..,~-- ·~ -.. ,•:: .. • 

As to:' the num'bè~r'br Mr!èAila; we must tëke tnto acè'oùnt , tiie fact tha.t the 
. ' "· .. 

627 .' that' 'J~---mentio~d -hèri in-~-bir'ré1ils' w}io ~Îofig to·'tiie . l'igher c~res~ 'Ire eider, 

theae çffÜH,~a·, ·' ihère 1s . ~; 1mpÔrt~t ~umbèr l,f dirlly 'offfcÙia ~d ad~1h1~tration 

agerti~ ·\,ho: ar~ not '1riclud~d. "În. th; , ~èneràl.·cadre iùia_·'·/
1
·h~imbe~ ·1~ •-v·ariable . ~cord-

• • • •• • . , , : " . ',:· .' ' _ 1_ •. , : ." , , , • , • • ' :• :,• · , • • •, • l =, • '. r ' •• • ).· :• 

ing to the requirementa of the services • 
• • ,._ • • " I' 

Mr, SCHEYVEN (B~lgium)' (inter:p'tietation f;om Frènch): I noted that the 

deliberations of the Aasembly could be annulled at the requeat of the H:igh 
. • • · •. · . to know • • -· · . •. · · : • 

Comriiîasionèr • • I wouid be ' grati:hed/who hae the ' ~qwer to annul ~~·se del1bre.r,f:l,_tions, 
,_ ''. _· 

.,, • ·. -: . : Mt'~" WATf3R (Speciai Repre~entat1ve) (ihterprèta.'Ùon f~om Fre~ch)°t The 

dèl1berat1onâ maY bé annul1éd in ·e:pecif:fo' "conditions, whe~ :amonli' ~~er th:i.ngsJ 
. . . . ; : .. ~ ' • . . . . • . . \ - . . ~ . . - ,.' 

they èleal wi th a matter which le not w1 thin the purview or scope of the As.sembly' a 
' ' 

mandate ·ana. :'Which is • no:t included' in the ·enûmerations of subjÈ.rn.ts u_pon wh.:i:1.ch che 

Assembly~ 1ii qÛalified· to· _del1?~7ate. The ' ~u1i~~t: at _·the reque~t of _the Hi_gh 

Commissioner; 
1

is made by a de'èree_ pa:ssed .a~ a reg~f~~~on ~f pu'bfignfü\lllinie~àt1on, 

that :i.e, 1 t ia the Counc:i.l ·br ''stà.te ;hich' 1B oonàuited and the/Minis ter for 
• ;. :- ·. • · .:' 

0,,rerseas passes a dècreë° for· annullment~ 

i , Mr. 
0

~CHEYVE;N (Belgium) (,1nterpretat1on from F~e~ch): I a1so noted that 

the , d~atio~(lii.~-al se~eions was __ one month at the maximum • . What is_ tb_!l a~~~age 

. duration of such sess_;tons'l 
1 • •. • 

Mr. WATIEé (Special R~;;~a
0

entative): So far they have l~eted about ,one 

month~ -. Th;' agenda~/ s;uc~ ~e-~di<:ms .. are t4oi:e ~d :more: ove;lo.aded, ~ ,they herily 
. .; ., . . . . . ~ . .• , . . . 

manage, w1 thin the ·dÙrati_o_n p:r~vid,ed by law, to concüude the work of. the . regi.µar 
' . _- : . • ,:,_ ,. . ·.• • . , • •. ~ .• l.~ . : : . • . • ..: . .' ·._'.'· •. . ' ·• :·, . • • l : • . • 

agenda for the AE!sembly. In this ~er.,. the Asl:3embly hae. always been in .- sesaic:m 
ftr a:t,out . a .'ni6nth: v1\1{ one o/ t~ day:s• ·diff'.ere~ce·. _ •• • • • , • • •• ' , , 

• • ~ • • • •• • • .-. : ~ - • • # • · - • • • • ' • - · ' _, - ~ : • • , ; .. 

. -• ,: ·._; . • .·• .. ~; 

l{r • . ·scHEYVEN (Belgiu;) (iµterpreta'!;ion fro,n; .french): . I se~ that tp.e; . 
• •' , . , , .:\ · • , . • . ••• ' • - .. • ' • ' . ·, . , .! .- i...: ~ ·, \ ' 

new ·administrative centres have been entruetted to Arrican officia.la. · Are the® 
• • ~·· · 1 • " • • -~- . ·.·- • • • • • • . • :.- • ·- • • • ~ • • • 

0ffic1a1a Bantus'l • 

• J • ... ~ . 1 ·' ' .. ' ~ . , , ·• , ,· 

}-, , . _.•,i· 

' . ~ :· . 
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Mr. WATillB (Special .~epJ:"eseµtati:v;~) (interpre.:telt_on frgm French): 
. . •• • · .. ~- . : !.· . ' · ' l ·._, . · ·. 1 ·} · ~ ·~' •' • ·, • : "'t "'. :_ .. ., t • ., - • • 

:t belie-ve that· in the case . of ., ~e Jt.fricen officials e~erciaing functians : of 

c.o~d,· ·there . ~~ so ,·f~, oµl/B~t;a, ·f~r th~. ob~ious/th:ioi~ n~n~B~n~u • '. 

1d~ug~~~us i~ab1-~ta inhe.bi t the N,~;th of the .Terri to~y where· the · devel~pment 
• . , . ~ ' . -. . - • . . . • ' ... ' . 

of educatiÔn is not ~ marked as in the South. B~t 1 t is eimply an aaaumption.~ ,. . . • . . . 

I would have to actually know the namea of the officals concerned in order to be 

Et.ble to inform the repreaentative 9f Belgium mo+e correctly. _ 
. '; ;. . . . . . ' . .. . : •·: '· • . ,• .. : . -. . ' • ~ . • _. • . 

.L . -
. Mr. se~· c'Belgium) (Interpretation from Frenc~): . If we . C'?mp~e :the 

te~t of pagea. 26, 4,·· And 50, we ~uld find that 1 t ia eaid on pag/ 26· that the 

authori ty_ of the chiefe is very much diminished in the South of the Cameroona; 
' , ... . . . ' . . ·- ':. .· • . . . • ' · . 

on pâge 45; i t 18 stated that_ the àlmost entirel.y ChristianiZed population ia 
. . : , . . .. ' { • • .. : · · . . •. _-• :, • .· . . . . • ' 

. f'airly open to the civillzing influences _of miasi•ons and of the French Administra.tic 

• Finally, on Pffiëi~o,· :t't is stated th~t the Ch;is_tianization of Bulus and the 

evQlut1on of/ .' . cù~toms fa~our the __ mark ·of ind~v1du~iJj~1~ng them rµid encourages 

them to direct themaelvea to soma organized form of /administration. . • . . . .· ·. , t. · .• . ' 
Is it ~oàsible· to establleh a rel.ationship between the Chr1st1anization of 

. . . . . , . ,. ( ~ 

these areaà and this marked propensi ty of ~e po_pulations inhabi ting the se ragions 

toward democra tH:a ti oru1 of their insti t~·t1 one1 

. ·· :· ·:-thi~ • Mr. WATIER (Special' Re)?reae.ntat:tve) (inte'rpr~ion from French): I do 

•• Illt/that 1 t. ie toobo1cl to advance a hypoth~ais of this nàtur~. On the contrary, I 

think ~at if, in the South, the authori ty of the chiê'fa· fa being diminiahed and 

fri ttereà a"-if8S", and if ind.1 vidualism of the Bulus is being asaerted more and more, 
• < .. .- ,.- .. 1 • • ' 

:ena.tf 't~ie old forma are disappearifie~oR: ~~l~:d ~Y a mo:l'e . m,odern senee ~f _ 
development among 1nd1viduais, the/Christian:tzation of c·ertà.in areas· of the 

Terri tory are certa.Ü1ly r~sponsible / to a l.~g~· ~xtent, ··tor _euch a degre~· of· <; 

~volution. The ·Terri tory ma.y hà.v'e euffèred from this e.t'. the • time when such ·a lack 

of equilibrium occurred betwemi the fot-mer and the ·latter statea of mind; but, 

as we have said, we are now sooking an administra.ti-Ve organization which will aub­

e t:ttutê a new forni of ~u th0r1 ty, b~ the basi~ of· democ;a.tié ~6uk~~-s ; · for the 
.• .! . • •. 

former aU:thori ty which reeted on consanguinity and .tribal. links. 

Mr. SCHEYVEN (Belgium) (interpret1û1on from French): I wish ta thank the 

Special Representation for the explanations 'Wh1ch he has furniahed. I ~hould like to 

point out that I took a motor trip thboughthe . Cameroons about three montha ago, and 

in al.l the ragions that I traversed, I noted • Qll agreeable mode of life, wh:ich 
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was plea.sant to see, This a.tmds;h~~e !s hot necessarily customary in Arrica, 
~ 

aild: it ià c'ertainly a count of pra,ise ·wich eliould be credi teél to the French 
t •. ' r 

: Ad~ni s~â ti on in the caméroont 

Mr. Shih-shun LIU (China): According. to' the report.or' thé f'iràt Vis1 ting 

Mi~sian to West Africa, a considerable aecti_on of the :population and or · the 

Afi'ican electo;~te , , .at the first elect1on -~ ·-:the. Represe~tà.ti ve Aesetnbly of the 

Cameroons, ~~8 not-ver; cl;~, e;s • 1;0 i ts meÈl.Îii~. : This was bne ;~x:piané.tion '.rega:rd­

ing the' s~l number of na~s ' ~ th .. reg1sters of votera~ We ·have· now ieexned; 

w1 th -~~àt . grat1f1cat1on, that the ~umbet pf ·votera haà :Î.ncr~a.sed very extensfvely. 

I take 1 t 
0

-iliat this must .htiv~ ' been due · tô the effort-:on thé !)Q"t of t;he ·AcÎministeril 

Authori ty or t1:e Administration to ~xplain t~ the population the _ mea.ning c:,f' the 

intr~duction of th·e èiectôral systam. tsh·ould like to have some· d'e-tails a1;3 to the 

def1ni~ ste;s ,_that have _be~~ tak~n b_y _the Administration in this respect~ 

_. , . Mr, WATIER (Special Represen~tive) ·(interpre\ati~n from French): · The 

_- tne;~BU?'~l:I . 1•1h11i\ve--been -tàk~n -and which -havé acbie~ed a genera.li,zed ëpre~ of 

. _e{ectoral_- cust~~s in the Terri:torY are ~f- va:r1~tis kind.EJ.. - For· :Ùistan~e;_ iliere 1s 

·' th~ ~t~~r of .; gene~~ e,dvanceme~i, _ euqh _aa . _ -e_duca.~to~~ part1-oiD.arl.i adult -, 

edu~ation, 11ecause Il.OW, in al~ost _all ragions: of the Térritory there- al"e evenj.'~ 
, •. . .. ·.· . . . 

courses wich axe asaiduously :fflequented by a conaiderable nu-in.ber of Cameroonian 
,· ·. . • . . . • • : . ' ·. . . • . · . \ .. .. ' . : - · '. · . 

·, àdults.: In these course a poli tical ,training and <li Vic , eduéat1ôri of -t;he Càmerobnianr: . . ,. ' • . - . ' . .· 

1B ~tressed_. In .the schoola in ge~eral there ar~ courses in c1Vics,· ·wh:lch -the,: 
_ ; ' . .· ~ . •• ~ ·, . . . • . .. .- . "· : .. . 

children do not fail to apread at home and -thua, . indir~ctl.Y,; - th~ ·:camer6,Ônian'a ci vie 

education is fostered. There are still _more dj,rec~ tnethod_s,, . Whenever '{t has been 

·a~;e:- to do ao, the:.- Admirti~tation has gathered -the ,v1D;age tribe end -canton chiefs _ . • . ' •, . . •, . . . ' . 
. together ànd explâined _the essence of e).,ectiona to· ·them·, and. also ex:plained ·to , 

·thet11 . the _ye.y ·in -•.vhich-electio~~ -were des1~ed to_ ex~esa th~ ~~-li of the Ca~r~6n­

i~s -a:nà: what thé ,procedure w.s to ensur~· ·such repre~e~t~tion •• or \ fue -~Pini~ne. of tht 
.• , - . • 1 • • ·, • ' ·' • • • :' ' • • • • . . 

Camero';)ni'ans. - The èhiets. co:qveyed •:this 1nfortllait1on, to their, consti. tuentà, -and thus 

the ,fri~tttut10:1.• of electione --, ,; ·:, , ,.:_someth~ng entiI'el.Y nave~~o~:' y~~; -~o : --.Jn 
th~ , Catnerdons; has_ had ràther: ~xpe~ted : suc.ce sa. • • _. - · , ' -- _, 
. •. . . . '· . . ' - . . •. :~ . • •. ;· ' 

. ~ . , , .. • _. ; . 
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I might sa.y tha.t this eduoat1~n hae b~~~ fost~red by p~ctice becaù.se einoe ·t946 
the Oameroonians have on varied oooaaiona procéea.èd ·to the polls and to the bà.llot 

boxes. This of course_ helpa .the .poUtical education of the Oameroonians 
-".~ . . ·. . . : . . . 

06n1;3idera.bly,. 
'· .. .; 

Mr. Sbih-sh~ LIU (China): A Viaiting Miè~:i.on receivéd a number of 

oompla.ints ooncerntng the abusive treatment infllcted upon the .Africans by some 

member~ of the police force in the Oameroona. The Mission suggeated tha.t 1n 

, th1a respect the situation might be reviewed by the .Administering Authori ty • . . . . . 

Has _anything been done in "th1s direction by the Adm1n1àter1ng Authorityt . • . 
; ; ; 

Mr. WATIER (Special Representative) (1nter:pretation from French): • 

Upon be1ng apprieed of the oomplâint submitted an th1s natter and the petition 

~ven to the Visiting Mission, ~e Adminiatering.Author1ty carried out a number of 

e_~quiries as to : the conduct of the poll·oe in gènera.l and of the Douala police in 

particul.ar. The :pet1t1oner was requested to ·ma.1œ accusations tbat were specific 

!3-nd: to cite preeise cases in wh1oh police bruta.lity and abuses were alleged to 

have ta.ken plAoe, 1nstead of Jmkins genéi-al chargea. Whenever Buch a case came up, 

~n enquiry WB oàrried· out -and in most cases it W.B proved that 1t waa not .the 

police that .waB iri. the wrong but the complairumt,· the péraon who complained of 
1 • • 

• police brutal1 ty. I mùst ooy that it is d1ff1cult- in a tomi llke Douala,' .where 

a~a~ 1201000 indigenoue in.habitante live 1n a rather reatricted area, to eneure 

. the p~Ü.cing and laW and order in the locaiity without sonietimea having to J?UBh 

some people ·around alight'.cy~ 

Questions of ra·ciial ri valriea atill play a J?â,ï"t 1i1 • the Oameroons as in the 

reJmirider · of Africa.: ·r.:è the policeman 1a of a d1fferent race from the :perBon 

he ~s de~llng with, ·he · 'Will not ·be gi:-eatly incllned to treat that J?erson with any 

• _partieular BoftneBa~ ·. All those :ma.tters are cumulative and. :police intervention 

· ~a-~ tendenoy sometimes to berather more energet1c -than ,would be warranted by 

thè ' êircumata.ncee~ •• The Administering Authority ha.a recommended ·to the .Police 

Oommiesioner,and in :part1oular to the gendarmes who ma.ka up the cadres c,f th~ 

Ca.meroone police, to eee to 1t that the policemen should not engage in unneceesary 

brutality. Whenever any oaee 1s brought to our attention where a polioelIWl ma.y 

have been oharged with bruta.lity, the policeman is tr1ed, puniahed and even 

expelled from the police force. I pointed out a aimilar matter la.et year 

during the consideration of the report of the Visiting Miaaion. 
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• • Mr. Shih-ehun LIU ; (Ch~)-t I have no ·more ,,questions on thie a.speot :of 

the report and I thank the Speoial Representa.tive for h1s,repllea to rey question. 

Mi-. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet-Sodial1s'b .. Be:i;IUbl1oe) (interpreta.tion 

;from Ruaeian):' , The reports ·of theAdm1nister1ng .ll.'.uthority ànd the atatements of 

the Speo:l:Eîl ,Repreaenta.t1ve today m1ke it olear that .no modifications 1n the. • ,. :• 

procedurê I- f6r 'eleoting ' representativea to the ,ao.;..called '.Representative- Assembly' • 

of thé Camè'roons have thua far -taken place. ; To Judgé f'.rom the documenta .bef.ore 

us, ~ :· •:rêallze that the Frenoh Collage· eleota sixtden repreaentatives whereas · the 
. . : . _ twe,nty-four . . _ pro:gortion 

• Oollege ·of Afrioana eleots f -- representativea.; This ai:x:teon _- to twenty•fOU!'/ is 

màintained a.lthough thë -Afrioan population ia almoat three million peraona .while 

there are only :12;000 Europeans, ë.s the .report for 1950 1ndioate·s · on page 271. :. 

In · thia connexion .we-.wond.er ·whether ·meaaurea have ·been ta.ken or e.re -cantem;pla.te~ 

by the Ad.miniatering Authority. \in order to put an ~end to such flagrant racial 

d.1eoriminat1on as ie displa.yed 1n the distribution ·of eeats 1n ratio to t4,e-. 

population in the Trust Territory. Are any measµ,rea being ta.ken or contemplated 

to put an end to this discrimination whioh still obtaina? 

Mr. WATIER {Speoial Repreaenta.tive) fanterpretation f'rom French): 

In the first place, I should like to point out to the repreaentative of the 

Soviet Union the reaaon whioh 1n rey opinion justifies the exiatenco of a double . . 
Oollege in the Oameroone. On the one hand we have a. :mass of three million 

Ca.merooniana and on the other hand we have a reetrioted number of Frenohmen -­

l2,000 at preeent. It ia stated tha.t there is ra.o1al d1acriminat1on. The 

discrimination 1a not on the racial plane by a.ny meane. The l2,ooo Frenchmen 

present 1n the Oa.meroona al~ belong to tho administration of the Terr1tory. 

That rneana that they have brought to the Cameroons an orga.nization which the 

country would never have had without them; or else they belong to trodee 

or are plantera, They are the moet interesting elements 1n the eoonomio 

development of the Territory. They rray also belong to the teolmical services, 

and here aga.in they repreaent one of the fermenta of development; they are among 

the most interesting 1n the Terrltory. Tha.t is why it 1s not right to oppose 

the Umited numbor of Frenchmen to the greater ma.es of the Ca.merooniana. On 
- ar.e 

the other band, in the Representative Aaaembly of the cameroone, there7twenty .. four 
pe9ple 

A:frioans repreaenting three mill1on1 and outeen Euro:peans, so there ie always 

the aseura.nce the.t the cameroons mass Will have a maJority 1n thia Aaaemb~, 
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and that they 'Will never .be .downtrodd.en in any ~y ·by .t;he French lll:lnority which 

onfy has ei.Jêteen votes. : : ... 

Asto possible modifications in the oompqsition of the Re:presentative 

Assembly, it was stated·a. 'While .ago~:that its. fi.rat nand.ate· "Will :expire next year, 
• . . 

It 1s on:cy at ·· tha.t time .tha:t the French• Government Will oonsider the ap:propria.te-

nesa., if any, ·ôf modifying ei ther . the compos1 tion or the number of membera of 

the Representative Aasembly.- •. >It would be oltµnsy and uni'ortuna.te not to let the 

first ex:pèriment be ca.rried out to the end or to interrupt 1n .the very midd.le of 

the l,.egisla.ture the work of the Assembfy ~ order to modify :i.ta composition. 
, 1 '. .; • 

•• t Moreover, I wish to point· out that, if certain membera of the Representati~e 

Aeaeml:ily have shown very -rap1d progt'ese 1n their politi~l training and in their 

habits of considering mattérs ' of'. sta.te with a disintereste_cl. and intelligent 

:point of view., there are others who .find. it very di:ffioult to achieve immediately 
or rapid:cy the progrêes whioh '. •is· easential in order that they rœ.y asBUille 

responaibility in a more complote legialature • 

. •, . , 

' .. ·. 

. .. 
•. • 
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• .-~..: •••• J. . ~ .- • . , . -~ • . • ·: .- •• • i_ •• ) : . . • • ; ~ • • , . .. ~·. = . .'.. . ·. ~ -'Y .. ·:• ... . " -. : -· - •. . . .. . 

~/:> ., ... . Mt:-. S0LDATOV (Union of S0v1et Sociel·}St· '.RèpÜbliès )(Iriter'ç)reta'tion trom • 

· .. ,, : .. Rus~i~~); . . Th~ . e~l.~t:f,a1given by :f1~ $pecial. :Re·Ji~s~itative -~èà'' it è.1.ee.r 
• • ·. ,. ·- .,, • • • -· . i • • .. ; . • ·: • . .• ; .- .:. · , ··1 ··.-.- t-'' · ·, · - ·'• . . . . ' . : . 

-_.that t,.he privileged_ representation granted to Europea.zùf' in thie' Represéntati ve 
' ' ··· ·. ' '~ ,. -· • -.. • ... ·- , .. .:.:' . ' · ; .- • •• . _.-, .• . ~ . ·, :".* .'":. · -::• ·. '•;' -: _, ... : ... -- ., ··. . ' ._, 

._. ~~e~mbly, be t~ey Eu'i:'::ip:::'r--.. r.:.<3 concerned with administration ·or traders, 1s 

esse~t.1~ . 1n~_ ?rder -~;;·· ~~~Jt.r~ .. :':~j~€-'.r~t-~io~:· :ft,\~~-~â ·-1n;_ t~~ -°.~r~o~~-~,- -~1s 
givee rise to a qu~;r.;ti0~.. A;,pa:r~o.,:.-';'.: :~· ~crie s,Jr!; of l,:,gielative · meaaures are 

,. ;· .nec.eeeery i.n o;r.-f~~r. to pe.r-p_e~_;-1.~c.:t;-?: t.: '. :L~ l!~~-";·i :'._e,)':'d si tuatir.m... French administratorE 

.; ·. · bµ~in~a~m~n ~a. ~o f .~~·th· "::.9.:~~- n:;t·\; •:tt3'.~- ~;vl.t~~uc:G 1~ tfü~- Trust· Terri tory 
. ... •····' •• • • ,·: .· :' __ .· ·,;.' .• " ·-:: : • ;~_ ~--·. i (;,:·.;-.._ .i_; : .· _ .•• ~ :·· ·, ·· \ .' 1 ·-:; •, '\ ·. '.; ~ --~-- .. ~- - .. 

.. .. , .ensured~ for t~omsel".7~~ e1.;cb_ i _X!:o:'!::.~,_.~ .. -.ç'.:': t ..::1d e::C.'1(1-it1,,3 in th~. eyes of the _indigenous 
• • • • . •• • . \ . . ' ,t ., .,t 

iruialiits....~ts of the. 1::,w'tl .. 'l'e.~:-::tt,;i;::•f 3so :~} :t,o ~ -- ab.l.~ to _d,ç ,~ith_out ,such ~~cia.l 
. . , . . ' .. . 

measures • designed :tQ ,ma.L1:::c.i_r,:, • .. . __ ;t::~~1.r. Jf:'i,vµ~ged. :at..e..tus_ •. , .I fa.11 ,to eee __ BrlY other 
. ' . ~ . .. . ,. . . . ~ . ~ . ·:• . 

. t• rèâs·on that wou.ld 'eci:<:iunt ·_,.for- _t h~ .!l.ElCC!},':lity of having such meaaures • . Could the . -- . . - - . .-. . . . . . . . . . 

. ··special Bepresentative ·:exp,1fJ.in th:l.~ m:.t!jer3 . .. .. . 
• • • • • . •• • -. t •• ~ •• 

• • -t .... .. ·" 

• ·.·,. Mr.. WA~ER (Speci_a,l. 1Rcpre~-~=1/;;.:itive}(~te:r.-pr~tation ·~;m}1'r~~ch}: I 
• . : ·· . . .. .. 

.,. · . .. ·.-. 

: ·- Wonder whethar -the:;e ore -;v:,t oorn.G c.\t:f:r'.:l.~1-C.:t.1..~•:.:i of interpretation between. wha.t 
•• '~ ~ t .•. • .. ~ : . . :·._ : .· . . . ··.~ .. . _ _ 

•• ·<• , · ·I sa.id 8.IJd. what- is •:hearo.• 1~ ~~''L !'qp;.'3G€.:t ~~r'.:i -.,;·e 9f th~ Sovi~t.,Unioll .•. , +. do net 
. ..... .: . . , _ . •· ... • . • • . ?. 

believe I etated that th& 1·~·pr 1:-?B_fJnte.f;::.n:0. of ~•rance wae to be eneured as a 
• • • • • V 'fi ,• • • • •• • • • ' • ' ' • '• ,- < .: ? •, , ,' ~ • • 

"::; .:.: 'persone.l:' ·pr-ivilege.. The repre-ee~tation or: :rr.anc.e. ~d of the French population, 
. .. • • • • t .1.. . : _ t _ . ' , ; ; _. ,. . . 

'i _,,. as 'I have aJ.ready :said, ie.· consta11~ly a .mino:i:-ity repref:lf3ntatio.n. The~ef_ç,re it 
. ' . . . . .. •' .. . ' ,, :. .. . : 

-" '-~ -··-could-not 1n any :way-. trample d_qwp ,:t;he:. indigenous popu.l:atipn • . on the other hand 
. .. . ' . :· • -· 

--; _,_-. 1t:• ie.:'also ·n'Ot to safeguard ~e _-inte~esta o~ Eur.ppe~);h~t ~~~ .fe~~se~~tion 

• , , ' •• .: 
1hae:: bêen eonceived. It is, -eimply ~llat the Cameropnians, _in ,~~ firet , 

• • . • • • : ..... . t .• •• • . ' 

.• -, :J~epr.eeertta.tive Aesembly w.l.th_. a ,dem~ç.;-a,tie character., Bhoµld not f~nd :th~1:IJ:Selves 
• ' \ . . . ,· . . . . . .. : ·•' . 

_completely at a loss and in order that they may have as guides, as colleagues -~ ; __ • :. . ~ . ;- • . . . ' 
J•··:and as-"su:ppor-ters -pereon1;1; wbq ve,;e _alref?.dy .ac_oustomed to .. '$e functione o~ . • - - , . .... .. . 

·: i. ,'âseembliea-' of ·thia, :.nature.· .. - .. ·- .. , 
• .. - . • .. ·• . .c.. . •· ... . -, : .•. : .i .· •• • . .- ~ •1:· r . ·• -· 

'. ;;; ;, •{ ::: :,.\·•:i; The: reprEH3entatire ,.:Qf•--~ ,:~o~1.e_t, .. ~~~ bas Y':'rY,_k~ _çonclud~d_ .fr.om the 
. . .. - . . - .. ' ... ,, . . . ... -· . . ; . 

-· "' i'act. ·,that there 1were.- ,p:-iv~~eg~d r~p;-.e~eP:tative~ :jn ,. ;the_ B.epres~n,tativ~ f.ss·embly 

that that wae the only means which France ·had ~f -e~~ing th; · ~eepe~t ~f -ite 
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ôtt:i.ë:Uüs, plantei's and coloniats in the CB.meroons, The repl.y ·to su~ an 
i~inu~~<i:on is extremel.1 simple·. The Ca.meréœs have Just ,. vote_a. . a m6nth ego• 

Thef /503,000 votes in order to indicate .thell' ·opinion. •Two hundred seventy~ 

three thoueand expreesed .themselvee and they chose ;~à _repreeentativeà not 

Cameroonians,, not the representati ve of the UFC who presented himeelf or any 
Y. 

other indigenoue inhabitant of the country, but a European doctor and an 

adminietrator ' who bas been in th~_: Cameroons for more . than fi.f'teen yeare. The 

· third ws :m indigenoua chief who was .well. :kn~wn~ . -Thi~ Inanifeetation, therefore, 

the result of •. wh1eh was the selectiQ.ll of European .peraona as representatives . . . . . ' . 

for the 1nd1genous people themselves does show after .~ that the respect for 

the French task in the Cam.eroone is eneured with moet of the Ce,meroonians. 

Mr~ S0LDAT0V (Union of Soviet Socialist Republice){Interpretation from 

Ruseian): I did not eey anything new as against what the Special . Repreeentative 
• ! • • , -

hae tçild us. Therefore there can be no question at all of ,"\DY insinuation. The 

. Special. Re_presen~tive said eomething, he made a statement. I requeeted a 

clari:f'i~~tion thereaf. What was hie atatement'l It wae th~t th~ French·.·., 

adm.tnietratora, t?:adera and othera who have 1nveated their efforts ·, whatever 

thoee might b~, 1n th~ Tru~t Terri tory do not want to be iost in the· mass of 

this Representative .Aseembly~ Therefore it wae decided, ·1n order to I1JB.intain 

their leading pos_itio:1;1, to .. have · eixteen of' them and twenty•f'our repreeentatives 

of the indigenoue population. But ïtheâe aixteeri representativea are elected 

by 12)000 European electors 'Who want to :maintain their special position whereae . . . ) ' ' 

the other twent,y-_tour. are elec~ed by a conetituënc.y of 3,000,000. 

I wan~ed ~ clarification of ,th1s situation~ Wliy ie it neceasary by ..:fbrce 

of law to perpetuate thie inequalitY, thia privileged statue of the Europeana7 . .. . . 
WouJ.d :i.t not be possible· to do without that·'l I went on to inquire: Ie this not 

neceesary becauae there ie no other way to ensure the authori ty of Frenchmen 'l 

You illlmediately brietle at some insinuation which you aay I made. There waa no 

insinuation. I merely requeated the Special Representative to clarif'y hie own 
• . :" :. , . • . ; ~ . l _'. , 

etatement. 

Th~~~-he went on ,to epeak about the wy in which elections to -~ French 

Parliament took place a month ago. Unfortunate~y we are not dieèiueeµ1g that 

period now i _naemuch as : the Adniinistering Authori ty • hae submi tted reports through 

the year i950. Th~t i~·;wby I do not bave and : the Administe;ing ·· futhority has 
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• ;:.; • ~ot ·subiûtted àe~iled ±ntcirmâtion' on·'thetie last·-e.tedtions.·';<·'l:he.t:More I do ·not 
. '-.· .... 1 ... •' ••• ._J .- . . : . ·.' 

suppose it is poeaibl~ • to d:f:'âéul3s·:thie. à.ubJeèt nov. 
1 •• 

'A;; regàrdB the ~tatèinl3nt'"~O:f''Kthe: Speeià.J. Rél)resentative that thti,.Cameroonia.n 

;,·•.:· l - popuiation haa ·eiectèd as ità représentatives a··physician '«ail. .mow ·in the 

Trust Territoty ~')·à6meoody vho haà worked tb.ere- ':for.; :f'iftaen ,earê,·::tbis doee 
a 

npt contradict the tact that -these persona are gobd Eurol'le-ane, /good doctor and 
··' · • -· · • ·· .~ •. : . - . , .. .. , -:were. . . . 
·: _a· good person. Therefàre • 1;,het· .f elected!>' • :Perhâps thia ·shows that the indigenous 

·1 •• inhabitanta diaplay less • r~cial diéér1mipàt16ii tnàn those who write theae l.aws 

.'::·_'as regarda repr~aenta-bion. You· e~e tiî:ül iS a ·;pâ,rtfoülar• case. :·we are speakin6 

•• ~'bout a policy that ia . impoàed.. • There 1 t is • â; qUèetion of· 'free choiée • • 

, •• I ahould like to -~k the :Special Representative whether he hae enyth1ng to 

,JZ 
-~d to what he.haa told us in coIUl.~.xion w:ith tlie clarification tliat I ·requested 

_ in my question. , There • can be no quêstioxi" of' aiiy.;'insinuation at all. Of course, 

_if h~ h~s nothing to e.dd, the~j -~hall prooeed a:pace· td'my next question. 
• • • •\.. • • \ • • :•~ 0 ' .. •. 0 '•: • 0 ,, • ; , :. M < • :,;• ••. •~• .. ' 0 ,• 

Jlir. wÀiri-:R• 
0

(Special Re:pr~sênt~t:t~)(Inter*·ètation':from French):· I 

have nothing to add. 
', • . • ·' ~ ...... .. .. . ·- ~ 

. . . ~ 
Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet So~ial1st Bepùbiic~)(Interprètation from 

Russian): we· ere e.J.l ~- euch excellent. agre-~ment. My ne:x:t question has already 

been broaèbed by some of -,ny :Predeeessors. . On what topiee did the .Repreeentati ve 

. ~s,exnbly. gi ye, neg~ti ve advice? 
: ~ , 
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The •• 3peê1:~l- R~pr~.se~~~~i: g~ye ;. µ_~·{ s~:;e~î)ie a•: \ . ~~ . -~poke ! , ~91: ; ins~nce j 

of the classification ot' j.'.9re~t .J.anda. • \ ,•;:He ale_o 1spoke _ a.b9ut new. electo.~l _ 

· prooedures wh1oh are, ~n~~mpl~~ed_;, in -~he .. Db~l~; r.rstç~· . . • ~ve ther~ be~n· ~hy . . . ,e ~ .. .. . 
other ooca.s1ons when the RepJ;"eSentative Asaemo1Y. has .. chosen ,to ha.nd down nèga.tive 

.. ' . .. ' 

advice on II]l3.ttera that were . aubmitted to _it for .conaideration? 

·while _a.go I did ref~?-" ,to th_e n~gative , _attJtude of the Repreaentative Aasembl.y 
• • • • .; • · ' • • • ' ". . _ •• ., • • j • . 

~n. connex~on with the quéstion of _fore_st l~~ds_. It alao ap.opted this attitude 
• • • ;,, i ; • ,. - • • . "'I . . • •• 

when the question a.rose of 1ntroduo.,ipg ,:the es't;ablishment of communes in Douala 
•,!,, '!'. , \ . . : • • .. .. • . " 

tUld Youende, The . srune attitp.<le_ waa ,.e.,dopted by the .Representa.tive Aasemb.ly on 
~ -· • . • ! : , _ .: ' : ,. . , ... .. ; . 

the question of refo:::"ro. in the system of Council.s of Notables. I have no doubt 

that other proposa.la of the Adm1n1~t~;:1ng Autho~ity have been 1~ject~d by 'the 
• • • • ' : · .. : .. . .• . • . . , . • i .'i • ' .. 

Represent~tive A_sse.~bly, but l am not prepared at the moment to' elabora.te on 

this matt~r. ·' ,· I ah~Û be able; howe~e'r, to suppi,y ·~ch i~ormat:i.on by refêrence 

to ~he. register ,8.Ild accounts ,of the Representative Assembly. 
,,. . • ., ~· • . • '. ,· ... , i ~ •. . --. . .; ··! • •. , • : ~ /· .- ~ .: \ , .. •! J .; • . ·: • • -,_ _: 

Mr. S0IDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (i~tèrprèta.tioÎi fr?m\ 

Russia.n): · I ,wo-qld indeed 'be grateful for .e. more detailed reply to this 
• • • .:, _•S • • ,~• • . . .. . ! { : •, ; ; ., • . . ' . ••• _... j ' •; • 

question when _the Specia.l Representative f ,inds ît ·oonvenient • .: perh.tl_ps on 
• '. . • • ,. . .. ' . . . , : ·. .,· ' . • . 
Monda.y,, 9. July. • • • • 

• ' • · ---. ~ J: • • ' • • .· • 

I have severa.1 more questions on political a.dvancement. 

When the Special Representative replied to quéstiona coricerning· lI!attéra 

rejected by the Repreaentative Assembly, he mentioned that the 

membership of the African representat1vea in the Repreaentative Aasembly was 

characterized by the fa.et tha.t the greater number of auch members were notables 

and that it was they who reJected proposa.le for the reform. of the Councils of 

Notables and a number of other progressive propoaala. Does thia mea.n that the 

decisive majority of the Repreaentative Asaembly may be held to have backward 

views 1n that respect and that they -- as notables or spokesmen for notables 

adopt this negative attitude because auoh proposala might Jeopardize their 

traditional rights, and thua they thwart the adoption of auch progressive 

measures? 
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. . ' 
' ·· .•. 

,- • • ,-· ; · • . • -~ I . ~ ' • • .' • i • : • . . 
0 

-: 1 • • : '. .· .. :·. : - · ~ . .. • • ·- ; - _ < ; ! " • ( • '. . , _ . _ , .__ . 1 , ... 

. . Mr~ :WATIER. (~pecitü ~~presentat1ve)·(futerpreta.tiori from F:rènèh): •• I 
.\, ;· ·, . : . ·t ' ' 1 . :. •• •• •• •• , ··.' ....... , ,:, ,· • . • • 

sh~ll t~ke ~dvantage, of the •. op:portùni:ty offe;ed by· the· 'repres~ritâ.tivé of the • 
• -. · •:, · · ' - •.• _:-~· :,. ;~ ; . ·- ·'' ' • --~. ! '· . • • , , , : . ' ::: '_;. ~ _ :: -- -... ~. -- } : ·-~·- · , .;. -~: :. ·:; •• · ~ .. : ' ·.-. 

S,9yiei:. ,Union _to clarify what Isa.id~ sh9rt time ago with regard to ·the Councils 
'. ' . - ' : . : . . • • ' • • • .. • • ~ • , . . =. . • ' • , . • , .- . • • . _,- :~ -_. . • . . . . • . 

of ,Note.b],.es. If the IOO.jority of the membera of the Represeiitative Asaembly show 
.... ): · -· ~ •• ; .:.- • • --~ -; • ·., :-.· • •• _. 'i :,., ,··- ~ · _'. . · •.'/ . • . : ~ - ··. ::- • , . , •• • · ·. :,:_ , _ ' ' . 

some. ho~tility_ towards a. rev~s.101:: of the Councils. of Notables~ it is iiot ·so mùch 
, • ., .. .: : .·'.. ··' : :: ,._· · ... 

. ~.- that_,.: a~.:··not9:~l~s, tJ~ey. m1ght ~b~ect to a. feduc.~f.?n 1n their ppwera_ . . : . . . 
. · b_ut ra:the:r:- that their own :position as representatives o:f a région might· be • 
. . . . . . \ . ' ' • . ~ :, . . ' . ;· : . . . . . 
. Ù1flµence\i by the control exercised over thein by a Courie il "of Notâ.bles with ' 'mbre 
), --~-··. . • •• ::· .· .. ·, - ·~ • . . ' :_, . . · - . :- .• :·. ·._t_'·t ·.~-- ,~. --~•- . . " •· . :. -- ~.,.- , _ .-· . . 

exte~9-~d powers. In a.ny ce.se, they would prefer not to be controllect t66: 
;o.' -_. ... , '. ' ~- ' ,;- ·' ·.: • . •. ~ ' 

'. st~:lc~ly ~ their o~. ragions~. ·rt is not beoauae th~y a~~ 'notablesi 
-_it ià ··b~èe.use they a;e jee.lous of their priv:lleges and: ·a~ hot wnt the Afr:1ciln 

.,, . • ' ; ;_ '. ' . • . ·_. . . ~ . ' ' . ' 

mandat~ ·1;; ·exercise too close control ov·er· them.' • ,: 

:. ·' ·.A. :the second place, the representative of the USSR :presumea that 'the 

Af~ie~'~'rep;ese~~tives e.r~ notables· tlnd chiefs. • In point' of fàct, · :they ·a~e 
- • • • • • • ~ • - · • ·. • - • ' ; • • • '•i ' . . :. . i t: ·_• ,> '.' . · •• ' • ; • ' . : . • 

~hat.,.ev~~ _. :the suffra.g.e decides, aince they are desig:nated: by _the suffrage iià • 1t 

now :f~~tions in the Te~ritory, e.nd if the Ce:uner~onian ~l~ctors prefer tbbe 
: --~~;r~~e~ted ~y chiefs, ~6- can but a~cept the decision or' 'the ; Came~o~~ts su:ffrà.ge. 

' A n~mber •• of t 'he ,piem,bers 
0

0f the ~~;1:~sentative As~embly are ' chie'fs, b·ut/ èertiÜnly 

they al"~ n~t a1i ch1èfa·~ or · notabiès. They· are ~dvanced :· pe·:r~oi1s who 

re:present Cameroonia.n off1cia.ls, or else they are trades people or· people • ·' • 

without a.ny specie.l qualifications except wha.t they have acquired through their 

own persona.l ca:pacity and talent. 

Mr. S0LDATOV (Union of Soviet docialist Republ1cs}(1nterpretat1on from 

Russian): When the electora.l procedure vas dee.lt with, as regards the election 

of the tribal chiefs or elde~s, the Special Representative anawered a qu~stion 

put by one of the members of the Council by sta.ting that the tribal chief is 

elected by the Counc11 of Elders, or that auch a cbief IDAY be selected on the 

basis of some dynastie oustom which ma.y prevail in the :particular tribe or 

district. Could the Special Representative clarify the electoral procedure 

either by the Council of Elders or by some dynastie criteria? What sort of 

dynastie criterie. did the Gpecial Representative have in mind when he spoke? 
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Mr, WATIER (Specie.l Represerita.tive) (interpretation :f'rom French): It 

mfiy be . a.n 4~t~_crdti_c ins~Jt1:1ti~n, b'-lt 1t llltly .a.~so be an institution which simpl.y 

expresses a communityof int~rests. ,It ~y also be , a :patria.rchal expr~ssion 
•• , • • V •• • • ' \ . ; L ~ •. • • ~ • ' 

of th~ ; a.uthority, of t~e hea.d. of ~ :J_a.rge fem11.y. The design.a.tian of thé chief 

varie; .. âccordir).g to the:, _na t~~e .: of·~ ~h~ grou~ of chiefs. • The Chiffre is' not 

_a_ ~if~rm thing_ ~ the va.rio~s ~~g10~f1; it~ • ch~ra.cter ~~ges. • Ther~ are chiefs 

who are ~ctua.l..ly dynastie chiefa, the transmission of whose power · 1s carried on 

i:r>: a. clos~d. ,fa.mil.y, eithe; 'rro~ fath~r ~o · B~~, .or fr~m -~cle ~o nep~ew, ·e.s :: often 
. - . . • . . . • .· -- . • 

occurs in .Af'rica., and . here, th~ tranàmi.ssion of power· is determined . entirel.y by 

·tr~ditio~ and custom; we . a~e n~t ·qualifie~' to, modify 'them. But in mo~t ,of" the 
' . . .. ~ . . 

Africe.n tribes the Chiffre expres~es the interests of a hUIIll:ln group uriited 'by 
~ • • , • . • '. ' . t • . . ' . , .. . • ' . ' . . 

blood, e.nd this consanguinity is ex:pressed ·by the heads of fdm111es1•. it is en 
• · · • · ·.• that t waa 

a.ssembly of heads of fe.milies. I sa.id in },,rror a few moments a.go /an. Ass,embly 

of i,rotables, which conv\i)nes in order to. des_ignate th~ . s~cqessor to a chief who . .. •, , .. ·. ' . ·' . 

. ha.a ,died. . That is wha.t occurs in the rne.Jority of ·cases, . .i;ia.~ticula.rly with the 
.. . . . . •.· . 

Bamouns. _and tpe Bamilekes, who a.re both dynastie and tra.di'ti.ona.l. Among ~he 

.Foulbe..s , we f~à. .Chiffres wi+J.ch . a.re both dy~a.~tic a.nd relig,ious, in which • the 
; . ' ' . ' '. ' ,. } . . . . : , ' . • . ~ . ' . ' . . 

. cha.rSi,c,ter1st1cs of the chie_:(~ .. are .religious and cm1~\>rm with Mosl,em custom. 
• :: • . • • • • .. • • • .. : · • . .. 1 . .. • • . • ,. • . • ' 

. µ,., :t;,ha;t .case .the :x:ules for the t:i::ansmiss lon .of power are determined by religion, 
-': . .. . . . . . . . .. . -· • • ' • -:-.~ ·· - . 

a.nd we ca.nnot interf~re in these rna.tters, except by ta.king a great mruiy 
' .. ·• ,. • . , .:•; : : , · 

precautions. . , . .. . . . ' . . • 
\.- - . . 

. . , . 
. ,_ .. .' . 
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•. T11~ m~,°~i~g ·wa~ sus~ende~ _itft, t~:,~ç~it~~i a,nd re~~~&~ at, ,4•35 P~fil• 
. . ., '., •, , . ' - -. . . . ,, . ... , , .• . 

' - ~~. S0LDAT0V .(ùnion of Sovi.et Socialist· RepubÙcà) (:i.nterpreta·t':(on from 

Russie'.n)/ ' ·on page :38 'of the 1949 report~ · it :ta :lndicated. that. ~nly a ;+intlt~ci. , .• • 
·. • - ~ ·. . . ·. " • • • • -. . ' • " • • ... :· 1 

I'iumber of Africans were oècaj>ying senior adm.inistra:ti ve posta at that time, owing 
to . thé 'iii~ g~:lificatfons . reguired of candida tee f ~r sucll posta. , • • • -

• • ·'I sh~uld 1+~ to knôw ho,~ ma.ny Af;ic~nà h~ve .been -nam~d . to _seniOl"' post~ duri;ng 
. . . ···~ 

the past two years a~ what thoae pos~e we·re~ .. 

' \ . ' ·: ·:', 

Mr. WATIER (Special Representative) {interpretation from French): The 

1949 report doea in fact state that the fairlyhigh qualifications reguired _of the 

candidates resulted in the admission of only a limited number of Africans. 

In the common cadres, which are those which have been constituted for the 

higher administration of the Territory, no distinction is drawn for reasons Of 

origin or race, and. Africans have the sa.me accees to these cadres as Europe!tns, 

provided they have the same gualificatione. ~e high common cadres a.re those 

dealing with financial questions, general administration and. certain technical 

questions. 

In reply to the specific question put by the Soviet Union representatiYe, I 
ehould like to say that the question of accesa to the high common cadres is not 

eo important, since a large number of Africans are already membera of those cadres. 

What is important is the number of actual conmiand. poste, or posta of trust, which 

ma.y be given to Africans., accord..ing to their rank. With regard to these command. 

posta, we have already experimented with entrusting certain administrative posta 

to Africans. We have not had very much suoceas, be cause thoae whom. we chose 

had insufficient preparation, from the point of view either of ethics or of general 

culture. Neverthelesa, at present two Cameroonians are occupying posta as 

assistants to heada of sub--d.ivisions. This will lead aubeeguently to their 

being entrusted with the posta of heads of aub-divisions, when they have sufficiently 

demonstrated their competence in their present posta. 

Furthermore, a considerable number of CBJneroonians are now occupying posta as 

cashiers or accountants -- that 1s, officials entrusteà. with the management of an 

important accounting office. Forty-four auch posta. in banks, and so forth, are 

at present occupied by Africans, 
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In t he central eorvices of the G-ovet'tllnêht -- both in the cab:tnét of the Iligh 
· · · · • . • · ' four 

COiJJinissioner an4 in the pol1ticai dê~ar~ent ~- there are/posts as heads of bureaue 

which are occùp{ed by "Africe.n~ ~->-- ohé .. 1'~ in. the cab:Îrwif· bf ; the iligh commissioner, 

two are in the political depa.rtment and one is in the pe·rsonnel depa.rtment. In 
. . - . . . . . 

the techni_cal serYicès' a , large number of Africans are employed as te~chers, 

directora '~r schoola and offiè1a·1a in the postal and telecommunications services• 
• • , • • • • • • T 

Some Africans manage post offices or are 1n charge ·of radio transmission stations 

and meteorologicàl stations• Finally, in other technical ~ervices auch as m.ining, 

Africans who have ·una.ergone a t~aining period as heada ~f prospecting . [_P,:'oups are 

at present employed at a much higher level than the one which was open to them a 

f ew yeara ago. 

. : 

.., 
I• 

, ., 
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J\ 8 to the posts of higher directors, th~ report •:for 19-~9 r1f#ltly eta'ted 

that it is only in future years that candid;tes ~oming' ':rr~ the' higher schooli:f 

of the Territory Will f~lfil ~he,condit1o~s required to fill such posts. 
' • ' !_ •: . , ' • : . • • - • .. ·- ,.,_, _ ' • • • 

Mr~ .-SQLI}\TOV . (Un:lo~ ~f ?'ovi~t' socialist Bepubliés) {in~rprétatiôn l· 

from :Russian): ~n the light of the statement on page 38 of the 1949 report' • 

that .only a limited number of. Africanei were ~dmitted to senfor postsin the · 
. - • • --· ,. . . . ' \· . 

Administration, be cause of ,.the i:ather high qualifièation·s requirèâ. o:r candicia·tes 

for thos.e posts, :C would like to lmow how many Af'rièe.ns were· actually ' appoin~d 

to.,such senior posta during the two years covered by ·the reports. I : under'êtood· 

the Spe.cial Repres~ntative to eay, and i should Hlœ h~ t6 clarlfy Ït, thât • 

the~re is only .one African now_ oc~upy1:ng -~ senior post in the Admini~tration, 

~nd haie an assistant in a s~b-di"Vision, I aleo understood that no senior 

posts ,actually in the Administration are occupied by • incligenous 1:nha.b1 tants ;' 
, . • . . .- - • ~ , •, . . . . . 

the po~ts they' do occupy are mostly iri the teohnicàl . services ami are not rè.âlly . . . - : . 
responslble poste. That 1,s whet I gathered from the Speciâ.1 Repre'.sen:tati vé ' 'a 

. . -· • ·: '· .. 

statemen'!;, but .perhaps i:t cari be said that t,he posts in the technical sérvices 

which . ha ,manti~n~d are also regarded: as resp~~sible posts. . Are the indigenous . -- . • •. ~ . . ~ : -· .. :. . 
inhabi tari.ta who OCCU,J?,Y., auch po~ts exj:gineers ~ :for instanêe' a't the head of sbme 

• • . , !· ~ • . • • .. • • •,., ) • 

11!1-rge mi:!'.le'l I should lilœ to ·1ea:m în detail what poste ··are occûpièd 'by 

indigencus .inll:3,bi tan--v·s • in the technical services. 

Mr. WATIER (Special Repreaentati ve) (interpretation from F:::-erich): 

I can only repea~ what I said a short while ago; I am afra_id thora is something 

which is not Juncti.t1ning correctly between my microphone and the · :receiving . · . . · .. 

apparat1'.S of., the .rep::'esentative of. the USSR. What I said was thâ·f there are 

two posts a:=:: .:tssi,~te. nts to heads of sub-divisions and four posts ~s heacts of 

bureaux. They a._;i::~- not simply pers_one who obey oi·ders, they have \mpo~~tarit··. 

responsibiltt.:1.es. 'Hhat we call in France a chat de bureeU is thè . inimodùl.té 
collabor<'.tcr of the higher directorehip. They are important posta. As to the 

posta of special agents and accountants, those are not of course directors1 poets 

but they are nevertheless posta the occupants of which have very high 

res:ponsibili ties of a financial charecter and for which technical lmowleclge is 

required as F=1ll as high moral character, and that cannot be expected of everybod;y 

As to the tecbnica 1 posts, the manugement of a meteorological station also 

calls for knowledge, for conscientiousness and scruples, and a very extensive 
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technical training ana. general culture. The other posts, of course, are not 

so much .posta .. of .directoria:L responsibtli ty . as_ posta requiring techniciens 
. . . " - . . . . .. . . ' . ·. · , , . . ' . ,. 

who .give assistance to t~e directors~ 

.. • - :- ;'. ' 

Mr. SOLD\TOV (Union of Soviet S~~ialist RenÙblics) (interpretation 

from Russian): The report f_or 191J.9 leads pne to the conclusion that the 
. . 

Aclniin1strat;lon had a choice to make in appointing persons to senior posta in · 
. .- . . . . 

the Aa.min1strati~n and that. Af:r.-icans, inasmuch .as they did not· possess the 
• • •• _I • . . , • • • • . • \ 

high; qualifications indica:t,e~ by the ~Il.6.ciul Representati ve, were net appointed. 
,.. ' ' . . .. . • . . . -· . 

_ .I shoulo. like to know how. many candidates there were for such posts, how the 
. • . . . • . . . " . . • . • . -: , ·. 

selection was. carrj.ed out and for what concrete reasons appointments were 

deni~d :to inçl.igenous inha.bitants, if the procedure took such a c~ncrete form • 
. ,.. . . . 

. . 
. Mr. WATIER (Special Représentative) (interpretation from French): 

l • • • ' • ~ • • • 

I~ .. 1.s . a general rule in the French Administration that to occupy a given post 
• • •• ·- • • . • •• .... . • • ' . • • • t" 

certain qualifications are required, and those qualifications are assessed 
. • • . • . -

not only on .the basis of the degrees or titles which the candidate possesses 

bu~ also on the basis .of his paat services. The degrees or ti tles cnn be 

acquired by examination or com!)etition and. 1 t is of course through success in a 

series of .. examinations that senior ?~f+cials are ap!)Oi!1.ted. In addition, 
. . 

alongside auch technical qu.alifications, services rendered to the Administration 
. ' .. • . . -: -·· . • _· . : .: -.. ~ 

and experience acquired therein, together with the assess~ents of auperiors, 
~ • . . . ' . . 

are taken into consideration. I presume that the same thing occurs in all 

1:;he . . countries in the worl,d .. 

Mr. SOIJ)\TOV (Union of Soviet Socia.li~t Republics j (interpretatio!1 
. . . 

.from Russian): . The answer I soug}lt was a . somewhat more concrete one, namely, 

hov~ many candidates were .there f~r SUC?, poà.ts:- ~i thin ~he last two· years and 

vhat were th.e reaeons for the non-selection of indigenous candidates, if that 
. . ! • 

infonnatioh is at the d.isposal of the Special Representati ve. 
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Mr. WATIER (Spe~ial Represeritàti"ve) (înterpreta.tioh frcm French): 

The post§ wh:Ï.ch rreferred. td' a shor't while ago are hot post.s -which became 

vacant during the last two years .. :..-a,t anyirate, the posta of heads of·bureaus. 

They werè posts which have been occupied by' indigenous :persons for the last 

three br even fôur years. Thè manne:r · in which they were desig:nated, thèn, 

and the n:umber· of candidates· who âsked. to fill thèse post13·,.·are not of very 

great intérest today. 

As to the posts as assistants to heads of s'Ubd-lvisions, here; aga.in, it is 

â câse • of vacancieà whioh occur ràther· rarêly, and no ccmpetiti~n i:S require<i~ · 

Designation for such a rare :post is made ~ong the few candida te'B who·, • :- • : ' 

completely fulfil the requ:i.rements for exerciaing such functions. One cannot 

refer, theri, to a given riuniber· of candidates for sùchi pastis.· No ccm.:petitive 

exatiÙ..rtcÙ;iori bas bee'n set' up for' th~se poste vhich happen téf'be ,.vaèéi.nt. A. very 

•si:nà.11 ·numbel:' ··or 'Càmerooni'àns really qualify fol:' these • I>osts and èan be seriously 
. . . t ·he . • 

considered. Therefore ,/ chbice of the Administration was net .a very difficult one. 

Mr /·soLDATOV (Union of Soviet Sociàlist Repuolics) .(interprëtation 

frcm Russian): }lhcn the Special 'Representative told us that indigerious 

inhabitants were net suitable for various posts, he spoke not only about 

educational de.grées and qualifications; but also about mcral qualifications. 

I 'should like to have some 'clarification as te the sort or' mo1•al qualifiœtion 

that· ;iie . :ià :r'eferring te. Do I understand 'correctly tha t there 'w~re indigelioUs .' 

inhabitants ·who did.·fulfil the educattœia.l reqùirements but who did nôt have the 

appropriate moral qualifications'/ If so, what ·were these moral requirements 

that thô~e • indigenous candidates were unable· to fulfil î What waa wrcng .. 'with 

them? 

Mr. WATIER (Special Representative) (interprétation frôni French): 

}lhen I speak ot'moral qùalities that ha.veto be considered in choosing an 

offièial whb ïs to be èntru'sted wi th funct·ions of authority and high résponsib.ili ty, 

it is really a question, in the first plàce, of professional conscience, which 

everybody does not possess to a sufficient degree. A great number of Cameroonians 

consider tha.t the fact of having a deg~ee end being admitted to an administrative 

function justifies an :important salary without corresponding services being 

required of them, or at least without their devotion going beyond certain 
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limits wh1ch are determined. 

What is required ia .a great familiarity With _):)U_blic matters and 

off:i.é:l.al functi~ns, together with '.pi4of'èÉis±onal ·ccnÎ:!~ièntioùsnésS and an idea of 

public ~elfare, ~hich ortes· doès ' not :Hriôf riinong people who have not 80 far 

acg_Ùired the habit of SUèh ·tespo:ria'ib:Üï'tie's. It. 'is to that kind of mo-ral 

qualification ' that; 'I was referrin'g. :BéSid.es 'thât, a certain amount of .. personal 

authority _is requiré•c1, a éertain •d.:i:gnity m ··ooe•s way-of life and in oners 

ccmpo;tment -- and neither is :that found amoni3 al'l ·officials. In ord.er to 

~cquire this habit of responsibility, the ability to e1:ercise authority. is 

requiréd, and . thï's ie not posaessed by e'vèryone. ·Those are the moral qual~ties 

to wh:tch I infonded to refEÎr. 

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (iriterpretation 

frein Russian): I shall, of course, have ·occasion ·to revèrt to this question 

of qualitie; ~d qualifications which were mentioned by the ·spec ial Representative 

• e.nd ~hich, he said, are essential for senior posta in the administration. 

I should now like to turn to another que·stion: Wbat assistance has been 

extended to the indigenous inhabitants in order to prepare them and train them 

for oc·cupying responsible senior posts in the · Administra·tÜ>n? . 

Ml:-, WATIER (Special Rèpresenta.tive) (intexpretation from French): 

I tllink ' it is precisely· the whole of the work of France in the C-.moroons which 

appears as a justification for the requirements ·laid dovm for the imprèvement . . ' ' 

of the Ce.meroonians. The progress achieved ,in education is not the only 
' necessary' element for this • but, as ·r sa.id a short while aco, a whole c:ycle 

of e::r.Aminations ·and a scale of progressive :Unprovenient. Besides that, the • 

actual experiencè acquired in servièè . will cmtribute to improvc • Africans. 

Moreover, there are courses for adults which contribute to their intellectual 

a~d moral improvement, We also have social welfare works, the purpose of which 

is precisely the : intelle;tual 'and moral :Unprov~e~t·· of the indizenous 

inhabi tà.nts, such as cultural · centre's. All of this, • ta.ken:· as . a whole, is the.·. 

means by whfoh, Africa.ns will graduâlly bê led to a . higher level .:-

,· 
., · . ,) . .a ' ; .. -J. . 
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Mr. SOLDA;l'OV (Uzüon of Soviet Socia.iist Rèpublics) ( interpreta tien 

froni. Russian): '.rhe Spéèièù Re:presentativë referred to e.:r:aininations which are . 

u~ed in · èrder to 
0

dete~itie the :.:~uft~bility of a candidate for a. post. But 
. ; .. :· . . .· ; . ·t.: . ; . :: ~-: 

e;.:run:inations are administered to pëts·ons who ·have already had a. ,certain amount 

of schoolin0 . It is evidènt ·that the Admin:i.steri1:1g Authcirity bas th~.: dµty of 

preparing or training indigenous :persona te· administer·tl:ieir country. 

Consequently; not only prima.ry and secondary education, but also higher education, 

is required. It is essenti~l to train indigenous inhàbitants who can be fully 

entrustédwith responsibility for adni;i.niste:cing the country. I am•therefore 

interested in the question of whether there exists.any system of.training 

of administrative officials frcm ru:nong the indigenous inhab:i.tants, not only for 

the lower ·rungs and the middle rungs of the administrative • 1adde_r, . but also for 

the hiGher ·rimgs. • How does that sys·t;em sbape up, if' any such·· system exists? 

Mr. WA'l'IER (Special Representative) (interpretation from French): The 

problem of the training of an elitc -- because, after all, that miGht summarize 

the problem raised b~ the reprèsenttive of the USSrt -- bas engaged the attention 

of the F:..~ench Government in the eameroons for a long while. More _particularly, 

we have recently created. a training course of administrative preparation · in •. 

Yaouncle, in which officials participa te who wish to gain specific qualifications 

for attafaing higher positions· •. The ·courses 'in' ' this school are given by French 

senior officials and by professo:cs from the Izy-cèé·: of .Yaounde ~. On the higher 

level there are no actual ·training courses beca'.use, iri order to be promoted to 

such a post, one would have to be an official ·of the :i:n.iddle aroup, and there 

the Cameroonians are treated in the sa.me way, of course, as Frenéh .officials. 

There' is- no reason to makc any distinction between them and the French officials 

in v:i.ew of the fact that they are dealt with in exactly the same manner .. 
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Mr. SOLDATOV (Utlion of Sô\l'ist Soc:taiist Republics) ( interpretat:ion frdm 
• l '. . ' , • ' 

:Russian): . I .aho1-1;ld Üke :niari:fication ·o-r the followihg point ,.füic-h i t èeems 

may be inferredfrom what has ·been said by the Special 3epresentative. 

It sedna that the schools which train indigenous inha.bitants to f~t them for 

the .. occupation of administrative poste dô••tiot -exiet for the highest le-val, There a:r 

cour~es designed. to improve1 the proficiency and.. g_ualification of' officials 

already occupylng posts. These are echoola for both Europeans and. Africans 

and caver offi~iala. of a certain grade. Ie my understartd.ing correct? 

Mr. 'lTATIER (Special Representative) ( 1nterpretation from French): 
' . 

That is exà.ctly the si tuati.on. • ; They are courses of adln.inistrative training 

similar to those given in the Ecole d'Adm.inistration in Faris, and they are 

being carried out. in -the Terri tory. at the present time. They are intended 

s:pecifically to fit offidals for promotion to hicrher :µ-ad.es, There a.ré no 

prima.ry or secondary schools solely for administrative preparntion. 

matter I do not lmow of a.ny in F:;.•nnce -ei the:r"~ 

For that 

Mr. SOLlJATOV (Union of Soviet Socie.list Il.epublics) (interpreto.tion fl"'Om 

Russ.ian): : How many European and hov many African officia.la are receiving 

traizùng ,in these courses at Youande? • 

Mr~ 11ATIER (Special llepresentat::ive) (interpretation from French): 

Certatnly nota great ma.ny European officials. The majority of those who tàke 

these courses are Afr1cana • . Indeed, the courses are providèd precisely in 

order to accelerate their-promotion to a hicher level. :· ; I canriot give the 

exact number requested, but the information would be eàsy to . obtain, If the 
. . 

representati ve of the USSR des ires thei" precise figures I shall be glad ta obtain 

them from the Territory. 

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Re~ublice) (interpretation from 

Russian1: I should indeed be grateful to the Spècial Jepresentative if he vere 

lcind enough to obta.in that information. 

My next question on this subject is as follows. Can it be said that the 

administration f ollows a de fini te polie y for gradually tre.inine indigenous 

_inhabitants for the lower, middle and higher administrative poste with the idea 

that such indigenous personnel uill gradually be called upon to take the place of 

the European officials aervin3 in the Territory? If such a policy does exist, 

what concrete me':'ettt"ee P,...e oe1n~ tAken to P,i ve 1 t exl?ression? 
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Mr. ~!ATIER (Spectal Representative) ( interpretatiori from French): - • 

In point qf fact there is not at the present ti'me : any plan for the · ·systematic 

replacement ,of European officiale by indigenous·. off:l.cials. Such a plan would be 

entirely p1°emature at this stage s:tnce the Afrièans have not yet acq_uired the ·' 

neceesary qualifications for most of the responsible positions. The representati V( 

of tµe USSR is not unaware of the fact that secondary sc'hools have :'beèn 

functioning in the Terri tory since. 1911-5 only. They e.re only, now 

beginning to furnish holders of bachelors' degre.ê.s ~-1ho will go ··to France· -to 

undertake higher etudiee. It ie not until the rirase:~1111 near futixre•-aa o:p:posed ,l 

the immediate future -- that i-re shall be able to contempb.te a system.a tic or, 

at any . rate, a general overall plan for the replacement of European· officials 

by African officials or a plan of c·oll'aborai:i.on between the tuo elern.ents. 

Mr. S0LDAT0V (Union of Soviet Socialist ~e1'mbl'ics) (inter:pretation from 

Russian): I am wondering what accounts for the red.uction from 634 in · 1948 • to 

627 in 1949 of the number of Africans employed in the general administration. 

The -report for·1949 gives the appropriate figùre·on page 39. 1lha.t is the nùmber 

of Africans in the general adminietration:in 19501- I have unfo~tunately :beèn 

unable , to find that figure although, of course, · 1t may possibly • a:9pea.t in the 

report. 

Mr. HATIER (Special Representative) ( intèrpfetation from French:h 

In the table on page. 39 of the · ·repôrt for -1949 to whiéh the representative of 

the llSSR refera there are three coll.U'.llilo -- -1938, 1948 and 1949~· ,It 1s obvious 

1f one compares the· .first twc co::w,i"J.à that the number of Afric·ans· employed 

in general administration has almost doubléd sïnce :l:t lias r:1.e~n from·j46 -'to 634. 
· On the other hand, the difference • bet\ieen 1948 and 1949 is· minus ·seven uni ts, 

a reduction which may well be explained by the normal play of withdrawa.ls :or 
retirements and also by the fact that some-offi6ials have had their positions 

withdra,m from. them because, unfortunatelY, thât does occur.quite often. 

l!e had the officials to whom I referred a short while aga '1-rho were entrusted 

with :posts as cashiers and so on, and it happens too often that they have to be 

arrested or, at least, ~ave to leave their posts because they hawcomm.itted 

some questionable act. This kind of thing, of course, m.ay possibly explain 

this red.uction of seven units as between 1948 and 1949. on the other hand, 
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I should like to point out that the" total n~ber of°'Afr:i.can officiais has risen 

froni 6 ,l 73 in i948 to 7 ;313: in '19ii9, which i~ an inê~e~~e of .ne~rly 1,200 which 
I • '. ~ ~ 

very eaa1ly offsets the quite smali r~dtiétion to which the _reprêsentative of the 

USSR . has dra,m the attention of the CounciL 

, . 1 1 

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet : Soci~list ·Republics) ( interpretat_ion from 

Russianh I failed · to<::atch the numb:er of 'Af
1

ricans in the general administration 

for 1950~ , ~Je see the figure fo·r 1949 atàted here as 627. Has the Specia~, .. 
·. .,. . . .· ; ) . 

Representàti ve the i'1gure for 1950? • 
· •. • . . 

' :-
·.: :• .. . , . 

Mr. ':!ATIER (Specià.i'Reprèseritàtive) (i.nterpretation from F'rench): 

I did not .ç_uote- the figure, and cannot dô so from memory. 

Mr:.- C SOLDATQV, (UnioÎl . of Soviet Socialist nepublics) ( interpretation from 

Russ1an): I èhould be pfrsonaliy int~rested in this particular figure. It 

appears that., for · some reason or other:~ â:' numbe·~ of . heaà.in3s in the se statistical 

tables are differently arrangea in the 1950rèpbrt as c6mpàred with the report 

for 1949~ Un:tortunately, thd.s .- sometimes gives rise to difficulty in finding 

a figure that is statistically ' comparaôle in the 1950 réport. I should, 

therefore, be grateful if the figure to which I have referred could be given tous. 

As I have said, it may be that it appears in the 1950 report under some other 

heading although I have been unable to · find i't. ' · 

·My next . q_µestion rel.ates to page 37 of the 1949 report. It is stated, in 

paragraph 209, that the ·recent reforins, ·the developmènt of education and economic 

prosperi ty ha'Vegi ven rise · to àil ::tncrease • in the rate of 'de.li.nqu~ncy anci··vagrancy. 

I fe.11- to . eee how theee·. reforme, • this edÙcational ad.vari~ement and this 

economie prosperity can be said to have· led to e, growth in delinqùency and vagrancy 
, . ~ { . ·.-. . . . 

Others· mey be able to understand the corre'lation bet\reen these headings: 

I cazmot •• I would have'· said that the ·reverse .- should,. have oc cùrred, and I 

therefore .req_uest clarification of this part of' the re:p;rt. 
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~ -: -- . •, 'l ~ ;. -4 · 1 •. ,·' a , • • ... "'~ f , . , ... -- ~ ,· _· , .. ,, , ·- _· . •. :·, · , ·. · 
.. ~•·',·· • '· Mr~ WATIER . (Speoial Repre·èeritativè}' {1tlterp:t'e;tàti6n·:f.rQ?n French): 

: . .. ••. ' - .. : ',_ . • • •. ' :., ~ ~ .. .. : • ., ' ' • ) . , -j f • • - ..,, . _,· _;~ , ·· • _:.; ', • 

The reoènt'reforma,'ea.;ts ·the·textr•auèn aa 'tlie -devélopment·of ,1nstruotion1 

eâ.~ciation and eôônomio pr6e~r:tty· --ivhicJi· ··1's ·: bèrtainly an exoellent · thing -i~'-

• hÉiv~ ·~a: "Îmfoitunatil repeî:du~ai~riër ·on sonfe ' 'yoùrig pereone. I ·am sur:prieed.'· tha.t· 

th~ -~~présêntativè· of the USSR oôuld. rtô't:\maeratand the pose:ib:fllty '- of unfortunate 

re~·~us~1àn:J on yôung Îlrl.nd.è as ·a. result ,of·" reforlils ·Plleth as -thooe ·which .gave· • 

oo:mplet~ .:f;èedom or' 61r6uJÂtiori to- po:pula.t:tàhs whioh d.id :not previousfy have · euch 

advan~ië.· -- _Thé sa;me a.pplies • to eoonomiéf :prosperity, which •hé.a : pla.ced tl'Îdt of. 

monêy ·1n .thë::tr hartds; ' and Where'by'';thee~ 'persona ire 'acqtiii•ing the•i•'habit of' 

ap;ri~l/~~:. ;~ t :>,~1 ~ 'ra.~h~r . stupf~· ma:rmer---'for , t~ê '~tiafaot1~h1.edtnotime~-' of 'the 
.... , , . . , . , ... . , ·. ' · ... . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . .. - ... . d . . . 

vile~t ,pàeaiona; • .:tn1a ·a~so appllee·to ·'the development of iriatruotion/odu'cation, 
whi~h-et:i.muiâtee ,_:à. è\ri-:toei ty of young lbirids on certain aubjeots whièh they•oOùld. 

-n~-t '~v~ri :hâve· thohsht ·or _previoue~; All ·theee · a:re quite· 'futural oonàequencee· 

whl'oh~', ~i t}i weakir . ehara.e'.tera and inswrioiently prôtected pere6ria, .·xnay :develop . 
J .. f 

a JuvehÏle ·delinqu·ency of an increà.aéd témpo, . which ha.a bêen :proved.:' _:. Unfor·tunate• 
. • ' • . . ' ·~ • . . : . ' ..... ' . ·.. . ~ ' ... . .- . _· . _: . . • ' 

'.cy-, ·"thie wa_a the_ ce.se in· the' Camei;6'6ns.- .,. · - •• 

•• ,· :.. ·Mi-~· S0LDAT0V (Union of Sovfet $ociàl1St Rêpubllcs-) • (interpr~tation 

i'rofu'.>Ru~han}: ·,_The Soviet union dè'lega.tionj of oémrse/cànnot agr'ee ':-with this ,· 

e:x:pi.ana ti6n~· ~ocording to· Vhich. 'oobncmic· 'proepë~ity •• ana· ed.ûoationa.i advanoement • 

may be ~e ld to be oonciuoi.'10 to the . growth 'of 6r:f.minal1 ty ând ·va.granoy amdng the 
you th ôt the' • Terri tory·. • . . / ' . ,,._ ·, . ' • 

.. . / . •.: •• ·:r:· -w::>uld requèsf the S:peôi~ù Repreeentativ~.1to :pérliàps:'-:give a more .profouncl 

:e.na:Lys.1e bt thia phënèni~nèn, if he i'inde 1 t :pos'sible to: do éo; be cause net only 

tli~ :So~i~t u~iôri dele@l.tion but, ' it would'. éeem·· to 1mè, . some -othèr ,delegatiqns 

might also find , themeelvea una.bl.e to agree wi th the theory tha t ·od.ùoa.ticr.iel . 

advancement and economic proaperity 'I!'Ay be held to lead to an increase in vagranoy 
ana '·()~:i.mi'ri;li t;•.: :\%iâ lei' 1~:posa:i.ble. :: ., •• SÔme other reasons. mùàt/ i?e preaent here. 

' ·whà t ar·e tbe.sa • i'ea.sone? If the ' S:pacial ·Repreeen 1:ati ve w.auld find i t :.· poaaible 

''to :•e:x:piliih the •<~ituat:fo~';in grea ter d.etail, l would. be the.nkful. •:. ·I-f lie .·~' not, 

• \ · w~ul~ • 1i~ ·'ooni:ftr~i.n:éd. to-~aiiayl-ae· 'this zr.atter ·m;rse1:t11n greater d,etail, ·wllen-
. . . . • . . 

wè' .pro~~éd to ' e:x:afutrie • tli~ oh~J;i"ters _. on eoonbmic' and: social advanoement. ·But if_ 

the S:pècidi R~preSehtat'i~e ~oul-d find it '~Saibl.e .'to. anawer: ·thiff queetiqn now, : 
thie\1ô~ld .'be fôrt~'te(: . -'/ ' . .. , . • ·\,. · -~ , .· ,_ 1 • 



·&-. -WATIER · (Speo:Ea.l Repr~Bënta·t-1ve) ·. (futei-protai;ion from French) t . . . . . 

It ie a. ,veey ·gènera.lly recà·gri.'ized::ract tbat when .an 1nd:1.vidua.l ,1s ,brutallzy: · 

extra:oted f'rom }µa riormal eùfifuundings, . é:t.t'her-moral or peysical, ·the reao.t .ion~ .. 

of ·auoh an ·extraction are · véry oftèn a.t .th~- destruction of the moral eq~illbrium ·: 
• . , . . ' . ' . . . ' 

of th~ h.idi vidual • concel'ned~ .: It iè· a faot which .is ourrent experience, and all : : 

those_who ·have d.ealt with :lesser deveioped populations know this kind of a.book 

which o1vilizat1_6n givea· to mincis -which are transported· too rapid,ly into a ne~ • 

element. On the other 'h&id, this uprooting 1a also a .fa.et in .the economic . 

fiold. When an important a.mount of -wealth is placed at the disposal of young 

:persona, 1t •1e ofteri a !11ct; urifortunately, that it .ia .. ,111 u.sed • .An econ,omic 

proeperity also· le.a.de to a oompletely new .social 'state, Which ie that .of the 

oènceljtration in_ the. ·towns, ·Wh~re Afrioans who. ar~ acoµstome<l -:to country lives 

and to tribal organizationa aüclderil:, ·1'1nd themeelvea·-.caet 1nto a new ,life :Whi(?'h 

completèly uprçots .tliem. · .. They · es:pecially firul themselves eXJloeed to al\i\~rms , · 

of_ temptat:ton ~epreeented' _by money • easil;y ieàrned . and, very often,thoro io/rooans of 

amusement, such as the cinema, dance-halls .and so. forth, Wh1ch, unfort,m,u.toly:, . • -
1n the Oameroons, 1s also re:preeented by · eaey living, thanks to the help of a few 

loose women. This of . course does ·not ·coritribute to. -the moral upli:Ct of youth, 

and. whatev~r the repres~ntative -cif · th0t -USSR n:ay think of thie, the~e: _elements ·i 

mu~t be .· ooheidered as . faoto:i;-s of 'disorder ,which ·cont!ibute t,o the de:ve_lopment . 

of dèlinquenoy and ·vagta.noyi ea·peoially alllông young people., 

If other members of the Trueteeahip Counoil, as was me:p;tioned by the · . · . , 

repree·entative of "the œsR, . consider·'tha.t nzy- · ex~lanation · was oon1/re.ry to c,omm,o~ 

eenae· or oould not be oortfirmed by :racts, • I ."would· be happy to quo te . mor:.~ spec~fio 

ca.sesi -Wh:tch the courts ô"f the cameroons -can give _aa an .illustra..tion _of w~:t I 

have Just etated. 

~. SOLDATOV (Union of S9viet S<?cial1et Republics) (in~erpretation­

from Russian): Of -ooùrsè , . 1 t would · be indeed desira.ble to ·ootain more COifCrete 
. . .. . . . . ~ 

facte .and 'concrete· cases · éa.IJable of ex:ple.iriing thia entiroly extraordinary, -from 
~ . . . . . . .-

our poiiit 61' view, explana.tion~ Wha't is · the infereno_of What ·1s . t.he conc~usi~n'l 

The conclusion would be thà.t under such c~nditione ciyiJ:izatio;iia conducive .to 

criminality and vagra.ncyj unong the youth. This ll:oµld be the inft:,rence• --

at leaet a.mong a oertain cate.gory of youth not heretofore affeoted by theae . . 

ille. 



• • '.,,· Wha.t !fort of élvillzation.: ie that, where -~ohoola apd êoonom.1.o: proeperity 

a.re · • oôndü.bi ve towa.rd vagrancy and· crimiiiall ty among. y~uth~ or among,-' a c;erta.in 

oategory of youth, aa the Special:Representative put · ftt w:tia.,t' sort of schoola 

are· theeê, a.nd' wha t .. type of eoonomio proa:peri ty 1-s . i t wliich Ieâd'Ét· -to ;no.thing • 

better than crimina.llty ·and -vagrancy.• a.mong groupe of the YO\tth of thé countr,yî 

Let. ue :coneider ,a aohool. Wha t can. be more .nonnal and · lofi;;y :than· a ach(?o:l., :·· '. 

where a , young ·,man. or, ·a young w~ rray ,rece:l. ve ecl1.t0a tion. _ I , am. no,t . ep_ealdng only 

of·: primàry · schools, .·put .alao of seconda.ry ·achqola :.where high lllql:'al-- ei,tand.ar~a. ~re 

inoulcatéd .to them, and where they ,reoeiv~ an opporttm.ity. to obtain .e. Ill9~. or , 

leas ,tolere.ble standard of living,, • All of a . auddon, w~t ~a ,:the outcomeJ . .. : . 

.Criminallty and yagra.ncy. . . :, :·. • ,. - . .. .> . 

Veryoften 1ndee4, the explana.tion.which ia.given i:a -~:contrary. one •. 
,. ' ' ' , ., - • i ' ' 

It .1~k o;ften . contended _ that . ec9nomic dif:f'icml~ies, the laok of . eoon~C-}JU:P,PC?!~, 

the lapk .of education, the lackof' sohool1ng and the ~Qk; of instru~tion, '\;he 
• • • ' • • ••• • . • • .' , · . ' ! ; . · • 

,laok pf .theae, it 1a often contend,E:<l ,by _?riminologiste, lead ., to _w.grancy and 
. . • . - . •' . ·~ 

cr1m1nallty. But :here it 1a the oontr(3.ry. It_ ia ,aa1d. he;oe ,-µitJ.t._civillza.tion, 
• • .. • .• • . • !•·· 

aohoola and. econ01!11o p.ro!Jperity e.l'.e .the f~ot~rs which are co:i;idll9iv~ _tç 
cr1m1na.l;tty .a.nd w._è;rancy among the _y~;th. • Xh~ Soviet un1~" del~ga.tion,at 

' . . . . . . .. •• - . . , • ,. . .·; 

:1,$a._l;lt_, f1nds 1t quite 1mpossi~le to_agree to thl.a, because the _exa.mJ?le1;3 that 
~e -lmow ,of apeak ~f . the oontrary. ,H~dreds, _i;ho;e~da ·and.even m1111~na of· 

• • -. ,· \ • • • • . \ :' •• •• - • j - · ' \ . ) : ·> . . , --.- -· . . ; . 

e~ples_ could be adduced. to ahow oontra.ry re~ultij as eneuing from thia 
. •, ·.. ', :-,. ', ' ' . . ,· . '. ·. - ' ·, . ., ·, .· . 
p~enomen~.• ~11~ I ,note , tha.t .,the Speo~a;i. Bepres~nte.ti~~ haa e~ted . t~t _he 

could supply ooncrete examples to e.xplain thia plionamena. I would be thankft.\l 

indeed for these conorete examples Which I am sure would be of great intereat 

to tbe .'l'ru~:tee~hip Ooun.cil aa a whole. . .. _ . 
.J -r, . .- • , ' . .• ".·,:• 

.- ,.. 

: . t 

· .. . ' ... , .. 

. - •··. · 
, . ' 
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. Ml'.•- P!GNQN (Fra,nce). (.inter.P.retation· frotn ' French): • The repr~~ntati ve 

•Rf. .' thé Sovie~ pni9n ha·s~ •g1ven a _ve-,:-y extensive · 1rterpre:tation to a ._ ~?tenc~ . • 

of·· a :_1)8ragr~ph vhich -o;f ·course. ha.a. its importance in. the gene_tal text of the 

r~port out 'Which doe.l3 not: have the value of. a thesis ,f.rom the poi~t of view of 

the_ . . French Government .in any case. .Those e.xtensive interpr~tations _of ~ourse_, 

. , go completel.y èuts:1.de the , a_ctual fa_cts . r1r..d _have b~en given through concern . 

for complete • objectivi"ty ·-and information. It s:J.mp1y: 1>oin'j;ed out ,the fact,_ 

which ia well knom, of_ the ahock o.f contact of · two civ11iza;t1ons, · that there 

is an intermediàte period during, whi'Ch .a · certain number of young pèople are 

somewhat unbalanced by the ehock. It· does not mean in any way thilt we.: e:iq,)èct_ 

to erect u:pon this a condemnation :of; educ.ation and of the value of' ci v:1.11za·t1on 
• -~t • 

in 1 tself-. -· No Frenchman has ever thougnt{, and I recognize the pleasure in the 

words of the representative· ·of the Soviet ·union, as it recalls a certain num.ber 

of thèses :which we ~eard -in primary echool .. _those of Victor Hugo 1<1ho -asked • 

that, the :prisons be ~ élosed and that the scho~ls be ouened. I qui~ a_gree.;~th 

this point of . vio\rof the -repi-esen~tive .of the Soviet Union. • • 

We : have B'-mplysaid that . the appearance of a· -completèly . teniporary 
. . 

phenomènon- which hae beeri found in thé ·Cameroons :and elsewhere , and ~hich has . 

also · cêrtainly beé~ found' unfu3r other skie-a ,is entirely a temporary phèndmenon 

which is · not à "hindrance tb develb:fJII!ent; On the contrary, i t must dèvelop 

e ven inore, but we ca:h.riot avoid aven mor; the âppearance at a certain moment of 

th:t'â disequilibri~_-. ' It ià not serious·. we: simyly ·note . it herë because ,we· 

have to be objectlve. 

Mr. SOLD'.\TOV (Union of Soviet Soc1a·list Republics') (interpretetion 

from Russian): I should like to offer a clarification. It is not the 

delegation of the Soviet Union but the Special Representative who told us about 

the consequences said to follow from the introduction of ci v1.l1zation in those 

circumstances. In fact it is the Soviet Union delegation which thinks that 

this statement 1s incorrect, It ie incorrect to say what paragreph 209 on 

page 37 of the report for 1949 states. The thesia defendad by the Special 

Representati ve is likewise incorrect, and that ie why the Soviet Union 

delegation -wished to hear some concrete e:xamples of how i t happens ,in order that 

we may get an idea for the reasons of the existence of juvenile vagrancy end 

criminali ty and delinquency in the Trust Terri tory be cause we ehould llke to 

know how it happens that such things occur. However, I edded that eince the 
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matter may be held to appl.y to the chapters ~n economic an~ _social advancement, 

ma.y I postpone· i t until then. eo as not _ ~ clutter up our discussion on the 

châpter of'. pol1t:[cai advanèemérit, . sincé ~è shall have the ' opportùnity to take 

the matte:r up again la ter w~n it will. be ·relevant. At any rate, I do not 
. . 

havè a~y further quèstiona on poli tical advartcement . 

• '; :- . The· PRESIDENT;! If there are no\:ith~~ que·stio~s•·o~ polit1cai.­

advan·~~nient, we ehàll now turn to ··gÛ~'stian~ on economic 'advanc'eme~t •• ·Does 
~ . : . ·.. . . . • 

aiiy ·a.e1egation wish to ask q_uestiôns ôn ecoriom:tc edvanc·ement?'. The memberè 

of the CoùrÏéil need not~be too shy tô put· up their band.à the ·first' time. 

If there are no furtl~er questions ~I shaii ;pàéEt ·:~h to othe·r ·quëiti)ons. 

I want . to tell the Council that cmè dJly I ·a1ii'° going to pass straight on 
to th·e ne:ict ·section if nob.ody responds· to ·my appeals. 

0

Mr. 'l)\VIN (New· ieaian:cÎ): • I was i·elÛ~tant oncè a·gain to start off 
- •, . 

this discussion. :f felt ·sùrë that other me~berà would bave q_uestionà to â.sk; 
the situation nearly went by default. 

I ·just liavè faro :or three questfonè. We notice from pàge 58 of the 

1950 report . tha t there are twci budgets. in the Terri tory. Thêre is a local; 

• b·udget and the annual budget of thè Tèn-Year Plan. In the budget of the Tan- ·· 

Year .. :Olan large public works a're finance·d. It is also made clèar on .page 164 

cif: the 'report~ \,;bich sets forth the Ten-Yèar Plan, thet 1t cornes from· subsidi~.s 

on th.e; one · hand from thè Metropoli tan Government and ' from advet106e frcm the •• 

Caisse Centra le; for èxampl~ / on thé total expendi ture /~~-654 ,ooo, ooo francs, 

a ràther odd figure, spent up to 31 ~cember 1950; som0tM.~~ .ovor 2;00QtOOÔ;ooo 

came from subsidies and another 2,000,000,000 from advances. The intereat and 

amortizat:i.on of the advancea from the Caisse Centrale a9pear to be borne by 

the local budget wi thout upsetting i ts equilibrium. As a matter of interest, 

I wond.er if the Special Representative could give us the average or the 

a:Pproximate rate of interest for advances from the Caisse Centrale -- that is 

to say, the interest that would be amortized and carried on the local budget. 

Mr. WATIER (Special Representative} (interpretation from French): 

The advances made by the Caisse Centrale to the Territory are made in very 

advantageous conditions since they are made at the rate of one per cent with 

very lengthy possibilities of reimbursement. 
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. • Mr. Ill\VJN . (New Zeeland): On page 118 qf the 1950 report, an a9gourit 
- l : . • • . • •. - • ~ • .• ·~. -·. . • . - . · .. 

1 s gi ven of th~ .co-opera ti ve movement in the French. :Cameroons .. parti cular 

mention is made of the failure ,of the ·c~-qperativ~ dealing in cocoa. rt· is • 

stated that the ·resulis ~ere. at firs~ ~~; ·encbu;a~ing, pl~~ters sold th~·i~ ·' 
. . . . ' : . . . • .. . . • • . ~ 

:produce at a good price and wa1:e supplied regul.arJ.y an_~. ,abundantly wi th 

marchandise from the co-operetive aho::i;:s which were scattered throughout the 
- f 

Terri tory. . Then the a tory of bad luck be gins. It ia sta ted tha t a t the . . . . . : 

end of 1948 certain funds were missing end that this. was_ ~ttributable ta _· the·· ' -

clerks ~n ch~rge·; __ tiien i t is la.ter .stated that. ~~ • 1~4,9,, af:t,er f~oo exchange • 

had been ro•eo~blioh6d an~ ccml)èt_1.t1on.ËJ~dbegun to play .1:ts ~rt a~ein, 

tra.de resumed. 1 ta full acti vi ty and co-operati ves which did not possess. ~ 
. .. . . . . . . . ~ . . .. ' 

eama financial end material resources could onJ.y continue to get cocoa by 
: ~ . . • ' . • . '. .• •. . • . . : ... _ ' . .: . .- . ·' 

over-paying the plantera and selling part cif their s.tocks of merchandise at 
. . . . . . 

prices less than cost. They could no·t meet their commi tments and the majori ty 

went into liquidation.. It appears that about twelve eucll organizations were 

affected. 

My delegation feele that this failure of the co-operative concerne 

dealing with cocoa .seems to .. be. a sreat_ pi ty~ 7 w':mder if the ~pecia.~ 

Representative èould explain why the co-operatives over-paid plantera . in or9-er 
, ' ; • ' . ~ . . . . . . . . . . • . '. 

to get cocoa ·and why they let their stocks Ôf merohandise go at less . than -
' . . . · ·• ' . : .• • ' . .• . 

coât price. Perhaps this ar~se as the result of a price war c~use.d by large . 
' ' . . : .• . ' . os it • . . 
firme . over•bidding for cocoa and tµ1der--selling me:i;-chandise or/ÎJome, other ~orm of 
. . :: ·, ' . ' •. . ' . . , . • • 

concèrted _attack on the co-o:perative, . systemt If that were the . ca.se , · I 
\ • I · ' 

wonw;,r if the Adm1n1stering Authori ty considered any :maasures practicable t _q 
' . . . • ~ 

protect the co-o:p"èretive institutions. .· • 

' . . , .. . 
. . 

--... '.. 
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Mr. WATIER (Special ~epresentative) (~nterp:i::et~tion from French): It 

is stated in the report that the existence ,.o _ _f '. important l?sees w. as noted in shçps, 
los ses . • • · 

which/were blamed on the clerks in charge. Here again we have the question of 

moral training and formation of the Cameroonians. The co-operative organizations 

entrusted this responsibili ty to clerks who were not absolutely worthy of such 

trust. Because of these losses, the co-operative societies were led to liquidate 

their assets and to sell cocoa un.der less favourable conditions which did not pay 

the ind.igenoas planter the proper price. I would add tha t this difficulty . , .... . . .· . 
enco~ntered by· the co-operative ~ystem in the Cameroons has contributed in major 

' .. . . . . 

part to cleaning up same of them, which were organized by CEL~eroonians .who wanted 

to see to their personal aff,'airs. These faulty instituti.ons gradually disappeared 

with a certain amount of loss for their members. On the .other h~nd, the morEl . 

serious and properly organized ones, those which accepted the advic~ .of the 

Administration and ·which sent in their statements and accounts for control by 

the service of co-operatives,have shown a very favourable s_;ttuation:• ,At the 

present time they continue to enjoy a financial position which_ is excellent and 

are also useful to the Cameroonian co-operatives. 

Mr. DAVIN (New Zealand): I have Just one .more question on .thia :head1ng. 
·' 

It 1s··rather a mi:r;_or one. 

I ~otièe _o~· p~ge 76 of the report for 1950 t~at at ~~e beginning of the dry. 

season th0re was an abnormal deyelopment on ba?a:p,a. trees of the type known as 

Gros Michel of a disease called bout de cigare -- I am not sure of the name in 
---. ------
English -- and that the agent which caused this has not been .determined. . I 

. . . . . ,• • ~-
wondér if the Special Representative could tell us whether th~s . disease is spread 

• . - •. 4 

at all7 Is there any information as toits cause and possible remedy? How 

serious a problem is it? 

~• WATIER ·(special R~prese~tative_) (interpretation from French): .I. 

confess • th~t I would find gr~at difficulty i ,n ~iving very specific information. 

to the representative of New Zealand as regards the. spread of this disease in 

the TerritC?ry. What I do know is that the agricultural services have _immediately 

taken the necessary sanitary s~~~s _whi~h they. ~~em the most ~ppropriate . to check 

this di sèase. In any case, if we judge by, the results in pl:'oduction, i t wou;td 

not appear that the Cameroonian banana plantations have suffèred very considerably 

from this disease since the production has gone fram 35,000 tons to 65,000 tons. 
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Mr. ·DAVIN (Ne~ Zealand.): I wou?-,d ~gree that this proble~ does not _ ap)?ear 

ta be · a · very serious one. I am grateful for the expla:nation from the Speda.l 

Representative. 

Those are all the questions
1

I . had on this section. -·. I wish ta thank the 

Special Re~resentative for his replies~ 

• Mr. SAYRE (United States of America): I have been loolcing at page 65 of 

the 1950 report. At the ·bottom of that page in the ri{#lt-hand. calumn, the budget . . . • . •. ~ . 
figures for 1951 are giveri. The largest figure by far is t4at of 226 million , 

frart~s for the construction of buildings for Europeans and Africans. Could 'J;he 

·special Rep~esentative teil us what !)art of that 226 _ mi~~ion fran~s is for European 

dviellings and what 1)8,rt is for African dwellings? Would he happen to have that 

figure in mind.'Z 

Mr~ WATIER (Spèciai'Representativ~) (interpretation from French): • 

I am not in .a position, unfort.u:nately, to ~ .ve the exact breakd0"1n of t~ese 

fie,ures as to European and Afr:i.can houses. I do not think it is possible at 

the present time to do so. Actual~y a global figure has been prov:idE;,d which 

corresponds to the general requirement of the Administration because it. is 0?1,Y. 

the housing of officials, Of course, ~ere _is a much la.rger num.ber of .Africans 

to house as con:'P3,red to Europeans. ·:rt is IJ;obable that the African figure .Will . '· . : . . . 
absorb the ·major part of this credit, and be much higher than that for the 

Eur~pea.u· housing. 

This expend.iturè will be carried out over several budgetary periods and the 

fi~i'e ~111 be ' determined only as·· ~~ - go al~ng. • • • 

Mr. SAYRE (United States of America}: On page 78 of the 1950 report, 

near the top of the right-hand col~, it is s~ow~ t~a~ the annual c?coa production 

of the French Camero·ô~ i~ tencÜng to stabiÜ~~ at ab~ut ro~gllly 45,000 tons .• 
' . . . . . · · : . • ' . ' · , ' ' . .. 

Could the Spécial Representativ~ give us the details as to the pri9e _received by 

the Af':tican produèer for . hie cocoa, which :i.s on~ of ' the impq:rt~nt crops'l - Is 

therè 'a" standard prie~ f~ed ,' . '• n'o 'ali African prod~~ers ~~e·i~e tha~ price'? .• 

D6es· the price ·depend. ô~ the lo~~lity1 • :'li~· :is -:th~t:·harrlled'l Doe~ the Spe~ia+ 

Representative kriàw what the price received is? 
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Mr •. WATIER ( SpeciaJ. Representa ti ve )( Interpretation from French): The 

price · of cocoa is act~~-· ~e_te;mi~ed ~Y the pr~ce- on the world msrket and it 

is, of course I variable• It is on this wor,ld price, FOB Douala, that the 

price is established. It Varies from one area t; another accordin'gto·the 

distance to the port of export. Cocoa producera are aseured of receiving the 

moat favourable remuneration e1nce purchases of cocoa all take place in 

purchasing centres and on def1n1te dates. The .Adminiaterins Authority publiahes 

in theee IIltlrketa the world price of cocoa at the time at which the purchaee ie 

to take place; thua, the discussion between the indigenous inhabitant and the 

cocoa purchaser 1s not cerried out on a fictitious baaia, but on the baeie of 

the price at which the indigenous inhabitant ma.y hope to sell hie cocoa. At 

the J.ast cocoa sales the 'prices paid to the indigenous inhabitant were from 

eixty-five francs to eighty francs for one kilot,ramme, which 1s a most 

eatisfactory remuneration for euch an eaey product to grow as cocoa. 

Mr. SA;ŒE (United States of .America): If I understand correctly, 

each local cocoa. producer makes hie own sale to i~eae purchasing agents. That 

ie to aay, that the matter is not governe·d ;or controlled by e:ny- kind of 

marketing board or official. orge.nization, but ratner by purchaeere who, in each 

case, make their own contract with the local cocoa producer. Ie my u.nderstanding 

correct? 

Mr. WATIER (Special Repreeentative)(Interpretation from French): It 
ie correct that the purchase of cocoa ie carried out according to the fl'ee play 

of suppl.y and del!lB.lld. It is, however, modified by the administrative preoaution 

which ie posted in the cocoa :market, giving the FOB price of cocoa on that date. 

Thue, the competition between purchasers can take place only within certain 

specific and. na.rrow limita, and the produeer ia assured of receiv1ng ae high 

a prioe as possible in the conditions prevailins. 

Mr. SAYRE (United States of Jmerica): On page 88 of the 1950 report 

mention is ma.de of an intereating and important new bureau created on 

22 November 1.949. I refer to the Bureau of Soil. That Bureau, true enough, 

was set up only a little over a yea.r and a half ago, but it ie such an 

intereating experiment and eo important in its possible resu.lta, if 1t prevente 
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or -m~eta ·effectlvely thè . evilâ . of éoil. ;erosion, that I w~nder. w~ether the 

Special Repreeentativé could·-g1ve ùs -any · infor.mation -' aa to e.ctual experienc~ in 

the 'Bureau. ·How "effective have the reaùltâ"·proved? 
:-. .- . ·.··. 

... ·. ; .: .. ,. 

·. : .. 
. j . 

., • ...... 
· " •. ! . . 

. . : . 

. ; i · •:•··· 

. . . 
-· ···· . . . ' · '{ .. · .•. 



BC/rmg 

·- :' .: .. Mr. WATIER (S:pec:l:.âl nèpreaei'n"tiiiive) (ititerpr~~tit>n .. frém F±-é~ch): .f\a the 

1950 teport ltates,' . !f:he main objective of th~ Bureau of Soila is to etudy -ways -

and means· ·of ·avoiding soil deplètion ;orerosion fn the; mountedns, :pa.it1êul~J.;y in 

the Bamileke araa, where there is a dense population. It is therefore m~af'
1

• • _, 

desirable . to s~e to . 1 t t.hàt· soil . conservation measures are ' taken '1n· 'the Bamileke 

area. This àr,plies to the drdps to 'ba used for so11 conservation. ! might' èây . 
that 'it ia r~th~r :ea.rly to speak' of ~Sit:tve ' resùlts~ In studies like this, a 

nurnber of years . 1a· nece~sa.ry before • ve • can -ie~n what haa beeri; 'the r~percù~~fÔn 

on -the soil co'mposition of th~ ;use of certain crops. Certain chemi€al and • 

agrinomica.l stuè.ies will h8.;ë ··to be carried ~ut; and 1 t : will take a number -- of years 

bèfore vilid conclusions can be draw from this aoil conservation work. 

The acti v1 ties of this Bureau directly affect the l.ife or · the Cameroons, 

:f think ' thia innovation will be fel:id toua, econo'm.ically apeà.kine;, for the 

Ter:t"i tory. 

·- ,• . . 
and 

Mr. SÂYRE (Uru. ted • States'· ·of America): My delegation very heartily hopes 

eo. 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) (intecyretation from French): In the right-hand 

column of page 57 of the 1950 report, -we read that measures have been taken to 

retain the price of certain export products at a normal level. I ahould llke to 
_ • export 

know what these maasures are. Isis simply a matter of increasing the/dutiesî 

Mr. WATIER (Specia.l Repreaentat1ve) (interpretation from French): No 

compensation funds have been set up, but, in agreement with the producers, the 

grading of products at the point of ex:port has been improved, Standards have been 

set which give a certain value to the product, in ora.er that prices may be maintained 

at a reasonable level. 

Cn the other hand, certain compensation taxes are levied, particul.arly on 

cocoa., where the drop in )?rice somet1mes leads to the complete ruination of the 

pr-oducers. 

Mr. RY~S (Belgium.) (1nterpretat1on from French): Here, however, '\oie are 

dealing rather wi th the contt'ary case. The report indicatea that i t 1a considered 

appropria te to llmi t to . the maximum extent posai ble the fluctuations caused by the 

attraction of labour to those activities which they find most remunerative. 
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,I preeumej for irlstànbe, that 1f the priè~ bf ,palm oil greatly increases; 

~ -opi.é w!ti give • u~- -~i~d ~b~-~ in oràe; to. :prod~~e·: ;alm ;11. • mien, howver, 

the price of ~al~ oil goea do~, theae :peeple wi.ll rush back't~ town to take up 

aalaried labour. 

The Administration, it seems tome, hae tried to take steps to avoid fJJlY . 
. :· .,; ., . . . ~ : . . • . •. . :·. . • .. ~ : 

excessive rise_s in the c~fÎ~Înof eX!)ort _pr~ducto, aince that might distllrb . tl:~-, 

internal economy. In/Terri to~ies, auch ~s the British Terri tories in East A~ica, 
. • : . 

definite prices have been paid for cocoa, and compensationfunds h~ve been set up 

in '-which rather iarge amount~ are deposi ted. During periods of great prosperi ty, 
.• . - .. • • 1 

a :part of the compensation fund is devoted to fin~cing research projec-t,;s on . 

cocoa, e.Îld so f~;th, but, if :;rices go dow too· much, the :fund, is ua~d t~ -~ant 

compensation to producers. 

Elsewhere, customs dutiea have been 1nstituted. Theee duties are progressive; 
.. 

they increase by a certain l)ercentage when the value of the product increases~ 
great 

This, to a certain extent, limita too / fluctuations in price. 

I ahould therefore like to know exactly what meas~ee in this field are being 
:.·, 

tàken in the French Cameroons. 

' f 
• ' 

1 • 
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Mr. WATIER (spècia.l· RepresentaÜ.v~·H1.nterpreta.tion' fr'om Frerieh): In 

reality, . the two groµps of measures v.ere u·sed, since taxation from coc03. varies 

according .to the :p~ices _paid to_ the :producers. ând, a.t the sa.nie· tii:ne, a. support 

fund for cocoa is ma.inta.j.ned from the additior..c.l reèeipts which m/3.y be collected 
• - . . 

in_ times of high prices ~o . compensa.te for reductions in price. • As the report 

indicates, this fund prevents prices from atta.ining levels which might be 
• # •• 

da.ngerous to the local eoonomy • . ., ; . 

. Mr. RYCKMANS (Be~ium) (:Lriterp~etation fi-oin French): · Doea the --report 

• s~v,e detail~ of the financ:ta;l at~~e of th'e ·a.~:pport ~d? 

·Mr. WAT:i:ER (Special Rep~sentativ~)(interpretatiori from French): I 

do not think so. 
... ., .• 

' ' 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) (interp~etation from .Frenèh): Another question 

which ha.a concerned our delegation for man.y years is that of forestry reserves. 
It would a.ppear that the propagenda conducted by the Administration to convince 
the ind1genous 1nha.b1tents that the establishment of forest reserves is of vital 

importance for the country ha.a not been very successfUl so far and that even the 

classification of forests into forests which ma.y be considered as of communa.l 

interest and forests which ma.y be considered 8.B of national interest 1s not 

understood by the indigenous inha.bitcmts. The villa.gers consider tha.t they are 

entitled to destroy the f'orests if they want and that they are ent1tled to clea.r 

trees and carry on the1r cultiva.tien in the forests if they desire to do so. 

The Administration is telling them tha.t once the forests are destroyed they will 

never grow a.gain and the villegers will be the first to suffer. Doee the 

Administration hope to succeed by pro:pa.ganda, or, realizing its reaponsibility 

for the future, does it contempla.te ta.king ateps of a. more definite kind if it 

does not manage to convince the indigenous inha.bitents of the need? 

Mr. WATIER (Special Representative)(interpreta.tion from French): The 

question of forests g1ves constant concern to the Administration, so much so that 

we vish to introduce classification before deforestation leads to 1rrepa.rable 

de,Ill,9.ge. I have had occasion to point out tha.t the indigenous inha.bita.nts of 

the Ca.meroons have rea.cted ra.ther violently to this idea of classification. 
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:-Theydid· not un:dersta.nd·.·the spirit ·1n which it .\tas propàsed a.nd their ill-will 

. took the:. form of a refusal ·by their represente.tive in the .Representative ,. 

.• Assembly to e.ccept the riew 1 classification . regulation proposed by the Administra­

tion. The best method .to induce :the 1ndigenous inhabitants to consent to such 

. clAs.aification would be a syate:matic propagancla.; which ha.a . al,ready ··been begun 

in the schoola. •. We are try:ing . to show the children how desira.b.le it is to 

prote et' the forests both on the sta.te level and on the territorial level, .as no 

other form of protection would be efficacious. 

rn· -1950 ·the 'i:natter was ra.iaed on stil:1 higher levels when it was brought 

before the metro:politan gove~nt.. The .repreaenta:tives of· the Afr1cen 

dependencies of France had a.sked for and even suggested a modification of the 

î'orE3-stry regulations and · the ma.tter. -~s' ·now being studie·d .with e. view to the 

preparation of a bill to be subm.itted to I-'arliament, so that the wholè IU1tt.er 

me.y be dea.lt vith under laws which a.re shortly to be debated by Pe.rl18lllent • 

. Action ·in this i'ield ·in . the . Ca.me:r.oons iB now. in qÏbeye.nce pend.ing the t1doption 

•. of these measures. 

:::. -

i : 
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Mr .. RYCKMANS (Belgium) (interpretàtion froni .French): I should lilce 

t<;> have an explanation of something which I find on page 2~1. The 

Admip.il3t:ration is studying the poss.fbility of limiting t~e clandestine 
. . . , . :• 

manufacture and •the consurn.ptiqi of alcohol -- paJ.m wine, for i~s.tance -- the . 
. . . . . . . 

dama.se from thie among the population being even more considerable than the 

damage frc.m in.J.por.ted alç9hol. Is it diatilled alcohol or ~imply palm wine? . . . . . . ; 

. .: .,. " · , ., .. . . 

Mr. WAT;IER (s11.~cial Rep:resenta tive) (interpre~ation from, French): 

It is dist i11ed alcohol, 

Mr. RYCI<MA.NS (Belg~um) (interpretation from French): I would protest 

if i t were a step taken against :pa.lm wine, which is full of vi tamins and very 

excellent. It playa a most important :part in the diet of the indigenous 

inhabitants. 

I should like ta know whether the method of preventimbush firee, which was 

adopted because the indigenous inha.bitants would not accept total prohibition of 

bush fires, has met with a favou~-able welccme from the indigenous inhabitants, 

and whether the Administration is satisfied with the results. 

Mr, WATIER (Special Representative) (interpretation frcm French}: I 

can tell you about the experience in the Benoue region, where bush fires made 

considerable inroads into reforestation. With the help of the chiefs, scme 

pressure was exercised to eet the constituents of various chiefs to respect the 

principle, and we have had very interesting results. As the raina commenced, 

the bush grew more lustily than ever before. We set up some preventiw fü:es in 

the east, and in the west we let the indigenous :inhabitants do as they wished. 

We could. see the comparative reaults of the two systems. I think that is the 

beet propasanda, the best way to convince them of the utility of this procedure 

for preventine the destruction of the bush. 

Mr. DÙSSAUT (Argentina) (interpretation from French): I should like 

some clarification. In the report for 1950, on :page 63, there are comparative 

tables of expenditures on the local budget. We find that there are regular 

expenQitures, amounting to 4,271,561,000 francs, and extraordinary expenditures, 
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~9unting to 2, 700:,000 francs. The details of ,_the reeular expenditures are 

gi ven in Chapters A, B, C, D and E, on pages 59 • to 62. For the extraordinary 

expenditures, ho.we.ver, I do .not find any chapters G and H, which would. contain 

the relevantdetails. What are these e:x.traordine.ry expenditures? 

Mr. WA.TIER (Special Repres.entative) (interpretation frcm French): •• ••• 

These expenditures are the ones which do not ordinarily fall under the financial 

year. :~n question. They are the on·es which ·take the f orm of a loan-• - -

extraordinary expenditurea -- that is, credits taken fr.om. .the reserve funds . so 

as to provide advances for the ten-year plan. 
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Some of the worka under the ten-year plan are financed by the OVeraeas 
. ' 

France Tre9,sury, and some of the financial years of the varioua organe overlap. 

Some run from July to July -- that of the Overseae France Treaaury, for 

instance - .. while that of the local treaaury rune from January to January. 

In order not to interrupt certain worke it waa provided that they should be 

financed by advances from the loceJ. budget to the Caisse d r Avance de la France 

dt Ou~remer. Ne:x:t year we ehall find the se e:x:penses for the e:x:traordinary budget 

reimbursed from the budget of the OVerseae France Treaaury. 

Mr. DU'SSAUT (:Argentina)(~terpret,ation from French): I underetand 

what the S:pecial. ReJll"esentative eays, but I see that chapters A,- B, c, D and E 

are e:x:plained here whereas chapters G end H are not. We have anly the verbal. 

ex.planation of the Special Bepresentative for theae last. 

Mt-. WATIER ( Special Representa ti ve )( Interpreta tion from French) : I 

regret that thia was not covered 1n the report. The chapters dealing with worka 

under the ten~year plan will undoubteclly take up theae expensea which were, 

unfortunately, not covered in the report but which will be covered eventually • 

.Mr. DUSSAUT (Argentina)(Interpretation from French): In order to 

clarify thie matter I think that in future it might be better te include a 

short explanatory chapter dealing wfth these figures, particularly when it is 

a question of almost half the amount involved, which ie an important aum and one 

which·deaerves explanation. 

The PRESIDENT: On Monday the Dt-afting Committee on the Cameroons 

under British Piim:lnietration will meet at Flushing in the office of the 

President at 10.30 a.m., and the Drafting COilliil.1ttee on the Trust Territory of 

Ruanda-Urundi will meet here in Conference Boom A, alao at 10.30 a.m •. 

At 2 p.m._on Monday the Council will continue the debate on the Cameroons 

under French Administration. 

The meeting rose at 6 p.m. 




