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The ..cting PRESIDENT. (Interpretation from French): I declare open the

two hundred and sixty first meeting of the Trusteeship Gounc1l.

EXXMINATION OF THE /NNU,.L REPORT ON THE uDMINISTRATION OF THE TRUST TERRITORY
OF THE C.MEROONS UNDER FRENCH ..DFINISTRATION FOR THE YE/R 1948 (T/368, T/L39,

T/523 . T/Lo56).

The ﬁcting PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): We shall continue
ocur study of the .innual Report on the Trust Territory of the-Cameroons under
French Jidministration, We have reached the question of political advancement.

At the invitation of the President, Mr, Charles Marie Wetier, Special

Representative for the Trust Territory of the Comeroons under French administration
took his seat at the Council table,

Mr. CiRPIO (Philippines): Last year, during the examination of the
annual Reports on the French Cameroons and French Togoland, I expressed my
Government!s appreciation of the three basic policies of the Ldministering

+ suthority in the field of education, The first of these basic policics is the
direct assumption by the administering iuthority of the all-important function
of government in fhe field of education. The second is the establishment by the
Administering futhority of public schools where primary educntion is given free,
and the third is the adoption of the Metrorolitan language in licu of 2 number
’of undeveloped native dialects as the medium of instruction. These basic
principles have been found by our national experience in the Philippines to be the
most effective way of promoting education and at the same time developing a sense
of ‘unity and common identity among the population by their being able to have a
common language of their own which is understood from one end of the territory to
the other. It is for these reasons that we do not expect to ask many questions
on theserbasic policies, Our interest will centre more on the implemcntation of
these policies in the Trust Territory, particularly in the fieid of public
education where public primary education is given free,
I should like to ask one question on this point of the special representative,
if I may. I should like simply to ask him what particular phasc of the public
cducaticnal system in the Territory shows there has been noticeable improvement

in government schools where primary education is given free,
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Kr, W.TIER (Special Representcotive for *he Truét Territory of thu
Camercons under French ddminiéﬁration)(Intcrpretation from Frenck): The represen-—
tative of the Philippines has just recclled that last year, during the consideraticn
of the first Report on the French Comeroons pisced before the Prusteeship Council
for study, the delegation of the Philippines approved the mecasures which France
had teken Lo accelerate and to mﬁltiply educntion 4n the Cameroons, ' This
encouragement has been very veluable to us, and the representaiive of the
Philippines has confirmed it today, for vaich I thank him.

The representative of the Philippines wishes tO_kuOh'What ~re the speceific
aspects of primery education and to what thent such education has progressed
since the examination of the last Annunl Report. TIwould say, first of 211,
that progress with regard ‘o education tuars both on Guontity and on quality.
as regards quantity, o progicmae of expensicn of education formed part of the
ten year plen of progress in the Territory, Lut we found thot os rezords
primary ccuection, 2t any rate, the offort of the ten yerr plen was notv very
importont The allowances ia the plan for primery cducation ot first
sizht do not nappear to be considersble cecouse it wos considered that the
exceptionel credits of the ten jﬁnr nisn sﬁould bt tc cnoble us to cover expandilure
of an exceptional character, whercas it is considered thot the development of
primary cducation should come within the genersl developmont of the Territory
and not constitute an exceptionzsl expenditure, Thet is why we intond to use
the nonnﬁl budget of the Territory to nmultiply primniy schools in the Territory.
It is only for model schools and for scnools in which t;porimcnts LI carried
out in ths adaptation of programmes thabt the ten year plan is used.

Between 1947 and 1948, the number of primary schools in the Territory inerensed
in a comparatively importont proportion from 157 to 177, that is to say, there
werce 20 additional schools as compared with the previcus ycar, This effort
bore espccially on the northern cres, wnich was espocially short of schocls anc
where o greater resistance was met from the pepulation with rejard tc the ecxponsion
of cdubatlﬁnw This resistance is diminishing teday, and the local edministration
is making every effort to moke up for the delay which the resistance of the
population to ccducation has caused in primary cducntion in the northern nart of
the Territory. I woﬁld add, as I pointed oub yesterday, that we have opencd more

widely the doors of our schools for = o cducntion, Girls are now admitted to
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preperatery schools, and before the mass of sma2ll girls coming to school justifies
the building of girls schools, wc hove multiplied the co-cducationea classes,
- vhich cnobles us to give teaching to both little boys :‘.nd-]ittle girls.

With regard to quality, which is the sccond part of the progress we have
made, we have especiclly attempted to adapt to the actual needs of the Cemeroons
the curricula of our schools, which have becn revised in such a w2y as to be
ccdapted more specificelly to local necds, .. wider port has been given to
ethical teaching, which before was only ziven as a2 complete course and as a
special coursce. At present there is 2 special course for genercl ethics and civie
educaticn; ond in the same woy we have special courses reserved for general

health and hygiene. This subject is now included in the exeminetion for the

Certificat d'Etude, which is given at the end of the first degree course, .
widcer place has clso been given to sports and physical educntion in genéral.
Specizl courses havé been created in order to cnoble pupils to learn of the
possibilities of shysical education and they recccive a diploma which cnables them
to teach physical eduertion in the bush schools at all stages. In the some way,
sports have becn encouraged by the erection of stadiums and the giving of
subsidies to school formetions for the develorment of sport in teams and sroups

for such gémes as football,

lir, C:LRPIO (Philippincs): My delegation notes with a sreat deal of
satisfretion the increase in the number of public schools where education is given
free by the .dministration. 'This number has been increased by 20 from the'19h7
fizures to the 1948 figures, However, enrolment in public schools sccms to have
increased only in a small measure and altogether disproporticnately te thclincreasa
in the nurber of schools., From my reading of the Renorts I note that whercas in
1947 therc was an enrolment of 18,600 students, in 1948 there was an enrolment of,
only 19,067, an: increase of only 467 students, I wonder whether the special
reprecsentative can give some explanction of this disproporationate increase in

" enrolment, taking into account the great increase in the number of schools,
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Mr, V..TIEZR (Speciel Representative)(Interpretation from French):
It is true that the increcse in the total number of students does not appear to
be in proportisn to the increase in the number of schools, and the recason for
this comparatively smell increase is the following. We are at present reorgonising
primary educntion,land formerly students were recruited more or less according
to good will and our schools were encumbered with o zreat number of ‘students for
whom schocl wes more or less a trade, They were encumbered with students who,
instead of being 13 or 14 years of age, were sometimes 18 and 19 years of agze,
sometimes evenfathers of families., . more normal state of affairs now prevcils
in the schools. We arc now ensuring that the students undertake a complecte
programme of education, ‘dnd the students are now regularly regzistered and enrolled.
The fact of expelling these students from the public schools does not prevent
them from obtaining further instructiorn, since therc are &’ gzreat number of private
schools in the Territory, and these sometimes give an even higher educntion than
the public schools, so that these pupils are able to continue studying while they
pay, whereas the educztion in.the public schools is free, If o student~dinsists .
upon receiving a degree, it is normal that his femily should pay for this, and he
should not take the place in the public schools of a young Caieroon studént for
whom frcc education should be assured. That is why the number of students was
reduced by a fairly large number of students from whdm we could not expect very
much., We still see in the Report that the lower schools, the preparatory échoolé,
show a very important degree of improvenment, whereds the hizher clzsses have been
considerably reduced in numbers because of the clean out which has been effected,
But the quality, if I may say so, has greatly improved and it is especiclly the
lower clesses which now show very great enrolments and development, and in the
higher schools, up to the period'of éxamination, there will be pupils who will
benefit by the complete ccurse of studies and not pupils recruited more or less
in a arbitrary manner and who cannot %enefit from the teaching.

¥r, C.RPIO (Philippines): I alsc note in reading the Report that there
has been & decrease in the number of European publié school teachers from
h9.to L3, This was followed by 2 corresponding reduction in the number of
European private'schooi'teachexsfrom 124 to 116, It is hard for me to understond -
Just how this came about, in view of the apparent inadequacy of school facilities

and teaching staff, Perhaps there is an sxplanation which I have not figured out,
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and I should be glad to hoar of it from the specizl representative.

- Mr. W.TIER (Spcclel Representntive)(Interpretation from French): I am
not sure of the figures which have becn quoted by the representative of the
Philippines, but on page 139 of the Repert the figurcs are given of the teaching
personnel, In the European colurm of the teble dealing with first degree
cducation we find that there arc 43 public and 116 private teachers, and this
total of 159 is only very slightly infcrior to the fizurc of the previous yeaor.
I should point out that thc number of Europcon officials theoretically remains
the same, ' . great number of recruitments and enrolments were made in 1947,
‘and in 1948 the departuraooflgaggrtain number of officials left us with a
temporary reduction in the number of teachers,” though the number, in feoct,
remained ihe same.- Lfter six months lecve iﬁ 1948, the officials who were
teaching in the previéua year returned a2nd resumed their duties in the Territory,
I would add that the enrolment of new officials in 1947 shows an increase, and
the figure has gone from 48 to 57. We now have 57 teachers enrolled in the
teaching body of the Territory, so that this reduction shown in the 1948 Report
is only temporary, It is due to the fact that offieials bocome entitled to
and went on leave, and it does not mean a reduction in the number of Buropean
personnel,

I would further edd that in order to incrcase the number of indigenous pcrsons
taking part in first degree teaching we have crezted a new system. This was
done after 1948, and that is why it is not included in thc 1948 Report.; We have
e new cadre of moniteurs who can teach small children, while the teacher has the
baccalaurcat. In this group are included ..frican candidates who have continued
' their secondary studies up to the, third grade.

Mr. RYCKMiNS (Belgium)(Interpretation from French): I should like to
ask thc specinl representative to clarify the situation with regard to the |
petition of Msgr. Beunaux, In his petition, Msgr. Beunaux points out that in
the south of the country 30 percent of thé population come under the Christian
'influence and are quite prepared to go to the private schools of the lissions,
The .postolic Vicar regrets that numerous moniteurs of the teaching_profession in

his congregation leave private teaching because they cannot obtain sclaries thet
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arc sufficicnt cnd go into public tcaching., He 2lso would like to sce an inercosc
in the subsidics granted to him, He alloges that fhoir work is hindcrcd by the
fact that thoy do not rcceive suffieient subsidics,

The Report mentions a now status of private teaching which was to be submitted
to the Represcntative ..ssembly in April 1949, Could we heve some information
concerning this ncw status, since it should now be in force? tije should like
to know the policy of the ..dministering ..uthority in this respect. In view of
the fact that ‘there arc no lilssions in the north so that thc only toaching thoy
can be assurcd of is official tc ching, does not the ..dministration belicve that,
becaﬁse of the grcot need for schools in the wholc Territory, it might benefit
by the good-will of privatc organisctions which arc prepared to cnsure that
teaching in the south,. if they receive sufficient ond somewhat wider subsidics?

Hr. W.TIER (Special Representative): Msgr. Beunaux has sct forth the
position of privatec toaching end the difficultics thcy mect in compotition with
official teaching. It is truc that to 2 certain cxtent this competition
inevitably comes into play, but, ncvertheless, it is not encourcged by the
administretion, in that moniteurs lcave private teaching to join the forccs of
public cducetion. The monitecurs do not reccive the official status of public.
teachers, but thcy do have 'a function and cortain advantages.” They also have
indommities for their families, which are, of course, an adventage. Thcre is
also a pension right which docs not cxlst and ecnnot cxist in private teaching,
Of course that constitutes an attraction to moniteurs in privete teaching.

The principle which zuldes the granting of subsidiecs to private teaching
consists of filling thc gap betwcen the salary given by Missions to their monitcurs
and that given to moniteurs in public tcaching. That is why we werc ablc to scc
& very important increase in subsidics, which incrcased in one single ycar, from
1947 to 1948, from soven million francs to cightcen million frencs. Nevorthcless,
in spitc of this r&adjustment-of salaries and this assistance given by subsidies
for private teaching monitcurs, the advantages I have mentioned are a sufficient
attraction to creatc & movement of dissertimof monitcurs from private education
to public education, ' '
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The reproscentative of Bolgium pointcd out that school attendonec was more
widesprend in the south and the nceds were grecter in the north, and he
sugsested thot wo might scparate the school scetors and leave a kind of teaching
moncpoly in thc south to privete cnterpriscs, that ié, to the Missions, and
concentrate the whole administrotive coffort on the north, It is difficult for
us.to admit a principle of this kind which would meke a monopoly of teaching
for privnte\éntcrprise, whereas lost year I stressed the fact that teaching is
considered by us to be o State duty. Even if we are not in 2 position to furnish
the complete effort to give sufficient public cducotion in the whole Territory,
and ceven if we acecept with great gratitude the assistance given to us by the
.Missions and privote teaching, nevertheless. it remeins thot this prineiple
should be asscrted, inasmuch as public cducation is entirely frce whercas the
Missions require a small contribution so thoat, however sa 1l this contribution
might be, the cducation is ﬁot completely free, s in the case of public
tecaching, That is why I think we should not abandon the effort which we have
undertaken in the south, although, of course, in the north our objective will bo

to make the complete effort that is necessary. Of course, we sharc this effort
with the Missions beecause, contrary to whet was said by the representativc of

Belgium, therc arc Missions in the north and they have very energctically under-

taken this task of education and evangclisation, which is 2 mcans of making
themselves known in ‘the country.



F.H/PU , T/FV,261
' : 9

Mr. RYCKML.NS (Belgium) (Interpretation from French): In a reply
to the representative of the Philippines, the special representative allude:
to the fact that, when chiliren, young people or olier people are not acceptel
for publié cucation, they cam receive rivate elucation if they pay for it. |
In" this respect, I won'er whether -the missions woul.! not be preparel to give
frece teaching if they were subsiilized, It is precisely because they can not
un'ertake the complete responsibility that they have to ask for a small payment
from thiir stu'ents, If the .. ministration subsidize: them, woul' they not

be only too pleased to give completely free elucation, as is given elsewheré?.

Mr, W.TIZR (Interpretation from French): I believe this arguement
is of value, but, if the .iministration could grunt, the missions subsidies
to meet all their expenlitures, it woul® be more concerned witi spending the
same sum for public schools, The princizle of subsidies to private schools
is not a normal one in French administration, far from it, It comes from a
need. - It is only when we have becen faced with a factual situation that we
have accepted wide subsidies for private teaching. .ccording to the general
principle of French policy, private education should exist on its own

resources, We grant such subsicdies only in exceptional casese

Mr. RYCKM..NS (Belgium) (Interpretation from French): I asked for
information on the statute which was to become applicable in april 1949,

Mr, W.TIER (Interpretation from French): This statute was approved
and is now'in force in the territory, Its essential provisions reconciled the
status of education, resulting from the llaws of the Republic, with the local
neels of the Cameroons in such a way as to enable us to maintain private
education in the territory under the best possible conditions, That is why
private teaching is divided in feneral into two catejories: recognized
schools and “eclared schocls, any private school, whatever the kind of
teaching given, should be declared, There is a sort of moral control on the
part of the State over all schools, Control in the declared schools applies
only to general concitions of hygiene, health, installations and such things.
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any one, so lcnr; 38 he satisfies certain moral conZiti-ns, may open a private
scho:l to teach any subjeét, but, to receive a subsily, private “schouls must

bec recegnisel scho.ls. The Dircctor of a Jeclarel school requests -
recognition., In this request, he camitgs himself to teach certain subjocts
in uccor.znce with given progranmes approved/gﬁgcqtion officials and especially
in accorioncé with the statute for private education in the territory. Once
recognisel, these schools submit themsclves tc the control and inspection of
sublic educ.tion cuthurities. They accept their programmes and methods of
implementation, In exchange for such control,. they receive subsidies which

-are proporticnate to their importince and the qualifications of their teachers,

Mr, WYCKiLNS (Belgium) (Interpretation from French): Does not the
administration gront 2 subsidy for the constriction of schools under any

circumstances?

Mr, W.TIZ@ (Interpretation from Frensh): This system does not
excludé subsi‘ies for the construction of scho.ls. The best proof of this
is the important subsicy just granted to the Catholic Mission of Izounde fqrﬂ
the construction =f a college. This has been granted exceptionally so that
the mission can benefit from the crelit facilities of the Ten Year Plan, as

it was a question of second Zegree education.

Mr. C.iwI0 (Philir ines): I woniler whether the special representative
eoul” tell us, from his experience, if there is any difference in the. quality
of instruction aiven-in public ochocls and private scho.ls, and whether there
is-any difference in the quality of the teaching staffs in the two types of

- schcols?

Mr, W.TIZR (Interpretation from French): The difference is not in
quality, I must say that the quality of insbruction given by the missions
is, on the whole, just as good as that given by public education. The best
proof cf this is in the results obtained, Students coming from private
schouls go through the public examinations unler the control of the. educational
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authorities of the territory. ~ Candidates presented by private schouls have
abcut the same percentage of success as cindilates presentad by the public
schools, Thercfure, the quility of the teiching is not to be doubted.
However, there is a Jifference which shoull be n.ted. In public education,
stulents beginning in the lower classes generadly go threouzh the Ecmplete,

cycle of studics which leads them to the jertificat J'itule, except in cases

where they Jrop vut because . f inc.pacity al so on. . un the contrary, the
missicns are especially cencerned with giving a minimum uf education to the
greatest possible numboer of smill native children, and there are large numbers
‘of stulents in th.sc sche 1s, of grteciiistyg,who are taught by .africans whe do
net have many university QUAlific:tiuns, a large number of them hardly have

their Certificat ' Htu'le, and their special c ncern is to give 2 very simple

and plain educaticn, but m.re of a religicus character thon scientific or
technical. It is in those differences that we con see the variation between
public and rivate instructi.n.  The greater nwiber of mission schools do
not o any furthor than the elementary classes, though there are large numbers

wh: 2o go un %c the higher classes.

Mr. -DUS3°UT . (..rzentina) (Interpretaticn from French): I should 1like
to ask the special representalive to give us sume further infermaition in regard
to the statement on po,e 131 of the deport which says that ﬁriv&te educaticn
will be regulotec by an educational st:iute and that that statute will be
aprroved by the iepresentative nsscmbly during its session of april 1949.
Coull the special representative tell. us if it w.s ap.roved ot that time and

if it c.ntrols private scho.ls in general?

Mr. W.TISi (Interprctation frim French): In my reply to the
_representative of Belgiwn, I set forth the main lines of the statute for
private educaiticn. To reply to the question of the representative of argentina,
I dc nut know whether it was in May or June 1949 that this statute became
ap; Hdeable., The loczl assembly discussed it sericusly, and it was apyroved
with some mincr changes. The Representative .ssembly accepted to a large

degree the system which was progpcsed and which is now being used in thevterritory.
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Mr. DUSSAUT (.rgentina) (Interprctation from French): Could the
special representative tel. us more about adult education? We are told that
there were only 8CC students in the first ysur, but that a great increase was
noted in 1948, I should like to knuw if this inerease ia.noted regularly,
and whether these adult sch..ls are conlucted by priw.te organizations or by
the Government. ' '

Mr, 7.TIZiR (Interprcto aticn from French): The fizures mentioned here
refer only to adult courses in the public schools., .dult classes were not
formerly very successful because the indigencus m-;nitnuzé. and the teachers
wei'g.l not very enthusiastic over this kind of class, Moreover, adults did
‘not seem to want to.recelye education from teachers and moniteurs whe were
much younger than, the.y waero, They considered that their prestige would be

csxnnromi%ad

seriously ¢ y btaking courses from younger perscns. We have madse

great progress since then, and we have given additional functions to those
teachers who wish to teach in adult classes. Now we find a considerable

improvement, and a great number ¢f people attend these adult classes,

Mr, DUSSAUT - (irgentina) (Interpretation from French): I should also
like to know whether any effort has been macde by the ..dministration to maintain
what remains of the general art and culture of the people.

Mr, W.TIER (Interpretation from French): When the Visiting Mission
of the Tmateeahip Council travelled through the territory, it was in a position
to note that there was 2 museun of local handicraft at Foumban, which was
intended to retain the various works and pieces of handicraft of the loeal .
population, In 1948, we s_ét up a Handicraft Inspection, which is especially
entrusted with handling all questions dealing with the teaching of various
handicrafts and the study of the resources of the country in this respect, as
well as of local artistic traditions. Unfortunately, this work comes perhags
somewhat late, There are no mors Camerocnian tribes which have their own
traditions or local traditions. We have the M'Bam and the Bamileke, who have
-their own artistry and handicraft, but none of the others seem to have any
traditions in these two fields, We have done what we could to retain their

.
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traditions and their art. In this, we hal to lcpend on them, inasmuch as
they had to be defenlel against the im;.:ort::.ltir.-n )£ ¢ther forms <f art or
handicraft. We are building a schuol of hcmdicr:xi_'-t at Foumbon, where workers
will come to perfect themselves in local technigues improved by the means which
European techniques have placel at their dispos2l so that they may work more
at ease while retaining the inspiraticn which they hive inherited from their

ancestors, .

The .CTING PuZSIDENT (Interpretztion from French): ...s there are
n> further questions, we have now completed our examination of the field of
education, and we have also cuncluled‘our examination of the Report, We

shall now hear the general statements on the Report,

Mr. GMIO (Philip ines): In summung up our observations and
suzgestiosns on the administratiocn of the Camercons under French administration,
my delegation would like to thank the special representative,andalso the
representative of France, for the commendable assistamce they have given us
in throwing acdditional light on the conditions and problems in the trust
territory, y : ' _

I think I cexpress rightly the common fceling of members of this Council
- if I say that the n:]miniateriné authority deserves the highest commendation
for the sense’ of drix;e and energy which is apparent in the territory -~ an
impression which is reinforced by the observati.ns of the Visiting Mission,
~ We are dealing here with a large territory which se-ems to offer a great
potential opportunity for development along the lines set forth in the Charter,
We have gained the impression that a now period of much greater development
than in the past is now beginning and is, in fact, under way, The results
so far achieved in the political, econumic, social and educaticnal fields are
striking in many respects, In sajring' this, we do nct m-rerlock the fact that
the achievements are not merely the result of only three or four years of
trusteeship administration, but of the much longei' period of thirty years or
so during which the territory has been under French Mandates

That is a good long time in which to ; et cevelopments moving at a
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reascnable rate, and the Council sh.uld expect tu lock forward t. an cven
faster tempo of prbgress in future,

all this notwithstancding, it is 2 fact that problems still restin which
must be tackled even more resolutely, if the develcpment .f the territcry anl
its Jeople towards th? cbjectives set forth in the Charter is to cruceed at the
desired-pace, - '

In bringing these problems t- lizht, we havs the advantz, e this ye:.r of
having before us not only the deport of the Visiting Missi,n; but ¢lso a
large number of petitions from the pe ple ¢f the territory. It is quite
clear from these petitions, which wc must accept as hiving becn ferw.r'led to
us by the petitioners in 2ll serisusness and gooc faith, thot there .re =ony
people in the territory who are n.t altogether satisficd with the r.te f
progress that is being made. It would ssem from thesc retiﬁi ns thit tr.ccs
of colonialism still linger in the minls of s.me peopie. If they <. still
exist, the sdministering .uthority has the luty, naturally, to cxpunge them;
if they exist only 18 the result of nisunderstanding, the Administcring'
sutherity still has the duty tce clear away such misunderstanding and to cnsure
that its policies are properly understuod,

The Trusteeship Couneil, toc, has the duty to tuoke account of these
valuible expressions of opinion of the people themselves, and to tuke such
action, by way of recommendution, as may be necessary to bring about improvencnt
in the situation, ‘ h

Before Jealing with the various functivnal fields of trust administraticn,
we would like to state that we are looking forward te finding, in the annuzl
Report for 1949, 2 full account of the manner in which the Council!s
recommencati.ns of last year have been put into effect, Ie attach nc less
importance to these recommendations now than we did last year, anc we believe
that the Council shuuld reaffirm them in toto and express the desire to have -
a full account of their implementation in the next annual report.

“  In the field of political development, my delegaticn considers that the
" questions arising out of the association cf the trust territory with the

French Union remain the most important problem bearing on the develcpment of the
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territory tiwards self-goverament -r indepenilence, i

We have by n: means {orgotten the assurance given us last year by the
administering authority - an assurance duly n.ted by the Council - that when
the proper time coumes the people will be free to de;ide for themselves whether
to continue in associaticn with the “rench Unicn or to follow an entirely
incependent course. ‘

We do not for a mement qucstion the :incerity of that assurance, but it
is still difficult for us to reconcile it with the while purpose and conception
of the French Unicn, which ippe;rs tc us to be desizned to hold together all
the varicus coumponent. parts of the Upiun in a very close form of aésociation -
8> close, in fact, that the lszisl-tive machinérj for the whole Union is
centralized in France, To give any <f the various perts of the Unicn the.right
to break away from the French Unicn would seem to us tu require a very
different kind of Constitutiun from that at present in force,

From our point of view, the two min cuestions whish arise ares; Whether
the trust territory will, in fact, be free, in aen abszlute sense, to break '
away from such a Union when the time ComES. it might be said that the
territory is being brousht up, or educated, to the idex of staying tied to the
French Union, Will it be able. whin ths Lime CJmes;,suddenly;to reverse its
position,. break away from tae rench Uaicn, 2nd; therefore, to ds absolutely
the opposite of what it seems it is now being traincd to dos. This is the first
question, which my delegaﬁicn does.n:b attempt te belabour at this time Secauso we
believe the matter will be more thcroughly ealt with in cur forthcoming study
of administrative and similir unicnsa . . ;

But there is still a . sccond question - one of more immediate importance.
and that is, whethér or not this arrangement is 3lléwing the territory to
receive the desired amount of training in self-gavernment, The Council has
alrcady formally taken note of the fact that the powers of the Representative
assembly are limited to finaneinl and adminisbrayive metters, and that, in
particular; it has no power to initi:te legislation, which is the prerogative
of the French Nxti_nal assembly, ' ' | -

Thanks, however; to the speeinl ropressnt tive and Lo the representative
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‘of France we have been given a better understanding of the distinction which, °

under French bractice, is to be drawn between legislation, thot is, the

enactment of general principles, and regulations, that is, the ap;licati n of

thore principles to a given territory. ' : ' -
Nevertheless, the fact remains that these all-important fundamental

" principles of legislation are deciced by the .ssemblies in France itszlf which,

by their compeod*ion, may not be specially qualified to deal with problems

- peculiar t6 the trust territory, In this connection, we have had the rither

puzzling statement of the special representative that:'

"the very spirit of trusteeship requires that legislative
"power should remain in the hands of the authority which

has assumed responsibility for administration.”

T would have put that in an entirely different way, I would have said
that:

"the very spirit of trusteeship requires that legislative
' power should be transferred progressively and as rapidly
~ as possible to the hands of the jeople of the trust

territory." ) |

We were relieved to hear the special representative explain furthér on this
point,héﬂe%er, that, although he could nct commit his Government, the
administering futhority might consider it ;ossible to associuzte the territory
more and iore with legi&laﬁive power, While welcuming this st.tement, we
beiieve the Council might well expect of the .dministering authority a more
definite assurance on this point which would thus be entircly 4in line - 2nd,
of course, it should be followzsd by actual meaxsures - with the Council's

~ recommendation of last year urwiag the 4dminist§*’:g iuthority:

. "irrespective of the present ur future relatiénship

of the territory to the French Unicn; progressively to

extend the powérs of the nepresentative‘nssembly,

particularly in the field of legislition,!

That recommendaticn, in our view is, still completely valid, ond the Council
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should ask for exrly implementati.on thereof, We are fully aﬁ}recintive cf

the salutary effects of the representétiun in the ..ssemblies of the French Union
which has been given to the trust territory is a most important phase in the
political education of the chosen representatives, but,in our view, there is 2s
much nced for political training on the national or territorial level. as there
is on the international level. Development of the Represen£ative assembly
into a real legislative organ would thus give a well-talanced political
training and would be in full accord with the feelins of the people themselves
s expressed in the Report of the Visiting Missicn and in the petitions before
us, _ .

In this rejard, I wish to call the attentiun of this Council to the
Visiting; Missicn!s statement, on page 31 of its Report, that even the members
nf the Representative .ssembly itself are determined to do their utmost to
extend its powers and competence, (n the next pige, the liission observes thit
- many petitions received express the desire to see the .ssembly transformed into
a legislative assembly, Cn pages 34 and 35, the Missicn n ¢es that; while-
certain notables expressaé appréciataon of the territery!s representation in
the or:ans of the French Uniﬁn, complaints were received that, in spite of the
épecial status cof the territory, it is treated from the centre on the sane
foeting as if it were a colony, even thuugh obviously certain special
lezislation might be required for it, Tt was also stated that the evolution
of the Cameroons towards self-government or independence éhculd not be retardsl by
general legislation coveriﬁz other territories whose zoals might not in every
case be the same, '

For that reason, we believe that the Council should endorse the view of
the Visiting Mission itself, on page 33 of its report, that the Camcrocns is
_rapidly aprroaching the time when a sufficient mumber of its nationals will have
reached the stage of maturity requlred to enable the country to be given a
broadly independent legislative assembly elected by a1 single college on an

electoral basis gradually approaching universal suffraze,
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another motter with waich we should couicern oursclves is the guestion of
estrblishing the oroper relitioashiy oetween the Represeat 2tive Ssseibly on the
onc hewt Lnd the brod .nsses of the population on the-other. T.© crar:ot help
fecling that there is A kina of veeuun below the iepresentotive .ssumbly that st
be fillcd, In our view, since the right to vote is still restricted aore or less
tu the €flitce or aore adavoaced wlenents of the cannunlt ; thove migoe be o wonger
thnt tic .sscabl 15 cut off froa recl cuitrcet \1tn the po. 1.lt: znd ro.rescat..ti.a
of the population 2s o whole. e feel thot, in line with its rcco:icnd ‘tions of
lust ye r, the Council ought to urge the .adoinistoring .uthority to cxtend the
systun of suffrage and uress on with the trousforiation and development of the
local ..sscablics on a morce deaoeratic begis, ,

In the adainistr tisn of ‘ustice, we note from our study of petiiions 2nd
of the visiting mission's ruport thzt judicial.and adadinistritive powers do nat
scem 18 yet to have divorced theaselves frum once mnother in roactice.
adidnistr tive officers crc still acting aos ma;isirttcs, and the result is that
many people in the territory seem to fecl th it the old indigenct systam, which
is supposcd to hove been abolished, still exists. ‘e =ppreeicte thot the wroblam
is to ,btuin o sufficicnt numbex of mnzistrates, but the Council aight urge the
~dministering suthority te intensify its cfforts to appoint .avre mngistrates.
‘ On the intern:tion~l plinec, tne Council canit ign:re the nunber of
reguests contuined in the petitions in favour of the unification of the two

cmeroons. On tﬁis astter, my delegation t kes the vicw th:it there is ~ certain

~mount of logic in these recucsts for unification - ss_much-SJ th't, cven if it
is not 2 rol problem now, it may sooner or later becoae 2 very renl onee It is
believed the time is fast approaching when the Council.will have to asic the tio
saininistering Luthorities jointly what they envistge to be the future of this
whole scetor >f ifric: vhich is at present split up into a nu.ber of units, namely,
colenics 'nd protectorates ~nd the four Trust Territories of the Crmersons snd
Togol wnds Is it zoing to be desircble ond possible to do so.c re-drowing of the
n.p of ¢st .frica-in order to create o aore logicl series of units? The
Trustcoeship Council has o direct intercst in th.t problem, beeruse, as long As we
arc helpiag the Trust Territouries along the rond to self-zovernment or independence,

we wught to heve some clenr idea of just whot is ot the cnd of the road,
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I will now go into the cconomic phasc,
In the cconomic ficld, my delegation has guined, in the words of the

visiting mission, "an iaprcssion of vigorous ~nd increcasing economic activity",
for which, in our vicw, thc ..dninistering .uthority deserves our highest

comnund~tion., But, as the mission 21lso says, this development rcises many
important problams; and of thesc, in our opini.n, the most important and
critical is the question of land.

Therce secms to bo nw subjeet on which wfricoens gencrally are more
sensitive thon on the question of protceting what they believe to be their
traditional rights of ownership to their land. This has no doubt given rise
to tribal disputes from time immeanorial, but, with the coming 5n to the seeneof
Buropeen immigration, the problem has been greatly intensified, In view of
the history of the still rccent past, it is not sufpfising that the .fricans
view with suspicion any wmove which the “d$inistcring -uthurity mey mnke in the
w2y of cuntrol of land rights, cven though such a move may in soimc cascs be
dosignod to protect their own interests,

Thus it is not altogether surprising thnt we find among the petitions,
and in the report of thc visiting mission, 2 good deal of fcar and uncasiness
2§ to what is going on in the Cameroons in conncction with lands,

We find ..fricans rushing to apoly for the recognition ~nd registration

of their titles to land, swamping the adninistrative staff with work for which
| it is apparently not adcquately staffed, We find .africans complaining that
they have difficulty in obtaining recognition of their rights as cgainst the
position of the Buropcans, who arc said to be able to obtain lands without
difficulty. We find numerous other complaints zbout the granting of land to
European individuals, companics and missions, e find a whole host of complaints
ageinst the policy of the .dministration in ruspect of so-called "vacant and
ownerless land", .nd we find much concern among the .fricans about the cxtent
to which huge areas of forost arc given out by councessions to BEuropeans for
timber cutting, while, on the other hand, in the face of véry widespread
opposition, other forest lands are being turned into reservations,

We believe that the Council must take serious note of all thesc evidences
of unrest and dissatisfaction with the various aspects of tho land problem. .

The Council, as has been suggested by the Visiting Mission, should invite thc
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.dministering .uthority to orovide specicl end detailed do_cmnontati“on ori tiis
subjcct, ~na kcep the Council inforaeed on the work of the regionml study
" conissions cnd the chrcschtutivc ..sscmbly, and on the progress made in revising
the system of land tenure. e should ~lso ask the w.dministcring authority to
PYy particulaf Qttention to mcnsurcs which adght 2llay the fears of the ..fricnns
ac Iir as concerns the reserveation of forests and the ceding of timber A
soncessions, The Council should also ask the .dministering ..uthority to provide
us next ye-r with a clexr and defi.jte stoteaent of its future policy in

respect of the granting to Luropcans of all types of land concessions and land
rights, ‘e would likc¢ to find in that stiteasent an indiection as to whcther,
cna to what extent, th; adnministering ..uth .rity envisages opcnihg up the
Territory to further Zurop.an colonization, or whether - and this we think is
the prefuradle course - urspean scttlement will be strictly limited, and
opportunity will be given evintually to the .fricans themsclves to take over
lands nna concessions mow held by Lurcpoans.

That in the cconomic ficld, _ »

In the social field, the Council shoula toke note of the fact that there
hes been very little improvaucnt, as between 1947 and 1946, in the position of
medical stoff in the Torritory, .Therc has, in foet, as is shovn by the written
replies of the Special Represuntative, been a reduction in the nuwaber of |
Zuropean governaent doctors froa 36 to 34, and a reduction in certain other
catezories of medical worikers, perticulorly nurses and senitary inspcctors.

This should give the Council occasiun to draw attention to, and reaffimm,
its obscrvations of last ycrr to the effect that it "welcomes the ..dainistering
authority's stotesent thot it is deterained-to find o way of inereasing their
number and that in this respect the Tgrritbry will soon be adequatcly cquipped;“
The Council must clso take note of the fact that the pevple thamselves scem to
be acutely aware of the inadequrcy of medical facilitieé; we have before us no
fewer than 20 p-titions on the shorteouings of these fecilities, especially in

- the rural areas.  In reaffirming its observetion .of last year, the Council should:

make a positive recoumendation that efforts to extend these facilities be
intensified, ' = .
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On the question of wages, the Council must take note olso of the nuicrocs
t;ompla.ints cbout the low level of weges in the Territory as toupared with the
cost of living. The Council made quite a strong recommcnd~tion on this matter
 last year, and therc is every rcecson for us to reaffin: it now, 73le have noted
with appreciation thot the .dministoering .pthority has already given cffect to
it in part, in thet it ordered o study of stondnids of living to be mnde last
year, The Council might therefore express the hdpe that the resuli;s of this
study bc luid before us next ycar, ;
_ e connot refrain- fron oxpressing concern, however, over the several
‘complaints that forced labour still exists in the Trust Territory. 'hilst we
accept the assurance of thu .dmirdstering ..uthority ti:t such practices are not
conduned by it, we feel that the Council should urge the .dainistering .authority
to take 21l necessary steps to raaove the impression in the ninds of some people
that forced labour does still exist, It might bc possible to instruct the
various rcesponsiblc admiiistrative officers to be on tneir guard against any
loczl or incidental practices which might be construed by the pcople as meaning
that forced labour hes not been cradicated fi‘q.n the Territory, | .

we have been equelly concerned to note the large numbor-of petitions
compl;;ining of various forus of racial discrimination in the Camerocons, Here
2gein we accept the assurance of the .dninistering ..thority thot such fo.ms of
diserimination as scgregation in hotels and restaurants can only be the result
of individual actions and are not c;mdoned by the .dmindistration itself, We
believe that the Council itself should lend all support in the form of the
cbrres;:onding recommendation to the adninistering ..uthority to take effeeti ve
neasures to renove all such vestiges of diserimination, '

But there are yet allcgations of other forms of discrimination for which,
if true, the .dnministcring suthority, in our opinion, bears uerhaps greater
responsibility. There ore couplaints about discrimincation between .ifricans and
Europeans in the watter of public appointments, wages and swlories, and treatuent
in hospitals and schools, We were assured last year that racial diserimination
has becen abolished, but it would scem that it has not yct been entirely climinated.
The Council should not be sctisfied until conditions of complete equ.lity are

achieved between the buropean enc the .frican, and I think we have grounds for
y :
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making o reconiond tion to the wdinistering ..uthority for ure ¢ffcetive steps
Ito strap out all reicining troccs wid suggostions of Ciscriminstion , in practice
as wcll os in theory, ' '

With rogard to educttion,we have alrcedy given saie sort’ of o preliminary
obscrvation of our adair:ation for the educitionnl nolicics of the .didnistering
.uthority in the Trust Territory, but we have been ratihcr dismppointcd to find
thet progsross ‘botween 1947 ~nd 194€ has it becan ~ll th 4 we hoped for,

according to our ruaGing of the annucl report, 20 new Lublic prinary schools

were oponivd in 1948 - that is, in addition to thusc of the 1947 figurcs - but the
attendance figurcs at the public pr:i:mry_ schuols rosc by less than 1,000 pupils,
that is, frou 18,600 to 19,067, or an inereasc of only 467 in public schools.
The nuiber of pupils attunding privotce priicry schools rosc froa 95 ,30'9 to 98,229,
butyin vicw of the import-ncc whicn the Council attaches to public instruction,wc
cannot but view with concern the little advimce that has so for beun nande iln that
field,

_ e should notc with sone ceneern that the nuaber of Zuropusn public school
teachers fcll froix 49 to 43, ond th\;rc; was an inecreasc of only two in the nuaber
of .frican tcachers. Gimilarly, the nuaber of durcpcan privatc school teachers ’
fell froa 124 to 116, although in this caso tacre was & ncalthy incl'uo:sc in thc
nuaber of .frie~n to.chers,

There was no increasc in the nuaber of secondiry schools, except for one
noew privite school, although I gather thot certain extensions werc nade to
cxisting schools. Thore were only slight inereascs in the attencances at thesc
schools. . ;

The Council should teku note of the l.rge nuiber of requosts contained in
the petitions for an extension of ccucotionsl fhcilities,  .s thc Visiuing idssion
says in its report: "Nearly all the petiti.ns reecived by the .assion asiced for
an inerexse in the nuiber of schuols, Soic stress the fice that in aony villozes
in the interior the necrest school is stiil muech too weaote; others c uplain
that too 2any children's cduettion is cut short owing ts their ege, .nd the

Mission «ids, on its own account, tﬁ-z.t "us regards second Xy educ:‘.tion N
teachers! training, opportunities in the Territory are samewhat liuitcea rnd that

sieny petitions cuiiplain OF the inadequacy of sceondary educition faeili?ies,
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The Cuuneil will ratcaber that we wore concerned 1ast yeor ot the ;.licy
2L the Lamiudstering autiority to o no nure, in its ten~yenr éinn, beyond
doubling the cxisting nuzber, on the grounds thot it wes not desirsble to
producc ::orc highly ccuented peuple thnn the Territory could ~bsorb. e
ﬁucstiancd the wisdon of th t policy then, ~ng we have 2ll the ore reason to
qucsiicn it now, On the une hong, there is Jbviomsly /. wdlicsprend decnd for
ore schni.r% cdue~tion, wnd un the other honc the zenerl couvelopacnt of the
Territory in the no;t ten yeors will surcly be such tht there will be no renl
lindt tu the nuwiber of educ:ted persons who the Territory will be able to.
~nbsorb.

for this re-sun, iy delegation tokes the view that, in thesc cirec.istances,
the Council has o duty to toke » norc positive stand on these questions thon it
did lest yenr ond thereforce to reccomuend to the “i1iﬁistcring .uthority that
it pursuc even nore vigorously its efforts to expond educ tionnl freilities
generally, ~nd, in particul~rr, to revise its grogrimae for sccondry schools
in order to provide for o nuch greater incre-se in the nuaber cf sceondary

schools which are aveilable tu the inhabitonts.

Mr, LIU (China); Mf dclegation has listened with great intercst to
this yerr's discussion of conditions in the Trust Territory of the Caaeroons
under Freanch administration, and has been particularly impressec by the
splendid co-operation which the specinal representative and also the distinguished
represeatitive of Fronce have given to the Council in enlightening us upon
various aspcct® of the annual report.

My delegation considers thot, generlly speaking, we have been given an

cneournging picture of the developmient of the Trust Territory in the political,
econdiic, social and educational ficlds, We have becn iven the iupression

that the Territory is on the threshola of a ncw ern of widespread devilopient,

and it pocs without sayiag that the Council will watch this developnaent with
clousc inturest, assuaing noturally that the prozrame is dictated by and Gesigied
to mect the rcquirenents ond the rights, above 2ll, of thc three million .fricans

who inh:bit the Territory,
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uy delegrtion belicves theb the . Conedl will wsh t> bucr in mind thut it

~lrendy hes, on the reeord, ~ nu.ber of reeorLionc. ti ms with reswcet to the
Territory which were =dopted when tae nnund, neport for 1947 wes aiscusscd
18t yerr, lc rendily ~ckaowledge tant, sincc these recoricnaations were
adogted Snly 4n 1949, they could harcly be “pplic"ble t. the yenr 1948, which

s at present under revicy, .t the same tine, however, ic believe tant the
aoultional infori-tion wh ch we howe hiad bofore us this yewr, inclucing thot
convuaianed in the report of the Visiting sission zne in tac very nony: petitions
which it h-s brought brck tous,has scrved to confir: tho vicws which ¥
delestkion, < the Council as a whole, cxpresscd lost ye:r, The Council
d7ht well ke an obscrv-tion to this effect, at the sanc tiac ecxpressing the
wish that the next annusl report will indientc clearly the acnner in which )
its receo:iieadations have beca deglt with,

On the plane of politiecal develouwient, the Council's chicf c.ncern last
yeor was in respect of the e¢ffects which have been, or .wy be, produccd on the
st-tus of the Territory by virtue of its associction with tae French Union,

On that occosion the Chinese delegation, while nut being unappreeintive of

the rezl bencfits which the new French Constitution had bestowed on the Trust
Territory, was ncverthcless concerned thot its iinclusion in the French Union
dght tend to chanmel its developaent along lincs which aight mcke it difficult
for its people to evolve freely into a sclf-governing or incependent nation,

e were concerned ot the imnedicte effect which this association with the
French Union was having on the political developiaent of the Territory, to the

extent that, as ~ resul® of the fundaiental structure of the French Union,
legislative power is centrolized ot the heart of the French Union as o whele,
anc it is difficult to see how it can be delecz.ted to the Trust Territory, ‘
On the other hand, it seeiied to us - ~nd it still scens — £o be not only
désirablc but essentinl that this lexisl stive Lowcr shoul.. be progressively
delez:ted to the Trust Territory, in order that, at the mouent when this
process of delegztion is coaplete, the Territory mey be pronounced ready,
fro. the political point of view, for self-govermaent or incependcice,

It cppeoars to us that cveats have proved that the ciscussion wihien the
Council hcld on this autter last year was by no acins a asre abstract or

hypothetical debate. Ve now have evidence in the ?etitiuns thit therc is
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concern L wng the puople thuiselves thit this restri :tion iiposed by tht naturc
urf the structurc .I the Freanch Unioa. un the powers of the loeal rewrescatative
boiy, is hindering the gsrocess of trainin g in selfs overnicit,

The Council should t:ike note af these exyress: .ns of opinibn on the part
of the pvople, and it shuuld .1so note ti & the visiting .ission has taken an
~sparoatly scrious view of the desire thot is bedig expressed, both within and

~outsidc the Cameruons Reproeseantstive wsswably, for the tr .isfornntion of that
»88€1bly into an urgzn with reel lesislative pow;rs. I thiuk thot the Council
c¢cn arow no other conclusion than th-t the recoauwcnittiosn winich it passed last
year was cntirely juétifici o dcséfving of positive action on the part of the
~Eainistering Luthority: a~mely, thot, irrespective of the present or future
ruiutiqnship of the Territory to the French Union, the powers of the
Represcntative ..ssembly should be progressively extended, .esgecially in the
ficld of legislnation. . .

Our prcvious rccuiicndations on the further Jevelopaent of o schsc of »
territorizl unity »nl netionnl conseiousness, wn the extension of the systcu of
suffr- ¢, on the refonma of the local countils of not:bles, «nd on the appointiient
of morc wfricans to responsible positions, all sinilarly hslc zood todey. In
sever:.l rospects, they are sugported by the petitions beloxe the Council,

So much for the political ficld,- '

In the econouaic and sveinl fieldé, Ay aelcgntion c»nsidors‘th;t the Council
should note with so:e coincurn the anount of feeling, as is obvious frouz the
petiti.ns ond the visiting :aission's report, thet eppe-rs to cxist in the
Territury on variocus aspects of the land policy of the ..dministration, partieularly
¢n the questions uf the definitiun of vevant and ownerless land, the cl :ssific tion
or sctting up of forest reserves, an< the gronting of cencessions to lurcpeans,

He believe thrt the Council wiil wish to be supﬁiicd regul“rly with the fullest
possible inforantion -n thesc netters, an? that it will weleo:e ﬁﬁy steps which
the idiinistering authority may take to caln thé fears of thc pesnple thst they

nay be losing their custoanry rights and privileges, |

wé]pave noted from the petitions anc the Hission's riport that the fears
of, the “%ricans in regard to Buropean ifmmigration seea to f 11 uncer tirece

differeat headings: in the first plice, they are afraid tiet too 1Ny Luropeans
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may settle in the Territory and occupy land; secondly, tiej are airald of
seei:; the monopoly of trade anu of the country's ecoi.onic cevelop=ent co.e

jore and aore icto the nanus of non-africans; and, finally, they complali: tuat

. non-sfricans are taking up more and 1ore Joce waich fricens could fill.

iy delegation believes tiat t..e Council as a wiole =iy share the viewr taut,
within certain limits aad with proper safeguarcs, an infiux of .uropeans,
65pecialiy those possessing techiical skills, caa e venericial to the Territory
at the present stage of its devclomaent, But we believe tiat tae Council will
want to take the view that .iuch groater bea:fit will derive froz, and .auch
gfaater importafice should be attached to, the training of ifricans theasclves
in thcse sanc technical skills. e should like to sce intunsive cfrforts .ade
to sive Africans the necess.ry training wot .aercly to teke over administrative
and technical posts ian the zoveriiient and in comicrcc end incustry, but also to
su_plant Lurop.ans as the owners .nc enagers of plantatioas, busincsses,
inuustries and all other cntcrprises.

In these circuastances, whilc we gy resard, for inst-nce, the import.tion:
of It.lian labour for certaiin public works as a uscful cx.cdicent, the Council
should pot fevour the adoption of such un expudicnt as normel proccdure. it
should .refer thot efforts oc intensifica to train africuns to use modera
equipment and construction .wtiods, to help then increasc thueir productivity
by such irncentives as tnot of awardinglﬂuch bettor rates of puy, and thercfore to
make it no longcr necessary to drow lzbour froam outside tic Territory.

This leads w«e to siy th2t the gquestion of african weges ruacins for from
being satisfictory, and, in viewr of the nu :ber of cospliints on tnat scorc, the
Council might do well to draw attention to the recomicndation it passcc 1last
yerr urging the adainistcring nuthoriﬁy to carry out a siccial study of the
probleas of wi.ges nd st:adoirds of living and to tike «ll uossidh.¢ measures to
raise. the wage level zna to improve the standard of living in toras of housing,
clothing and Zucdiczl #nd socizl scrviccs. .

1y delugntion has been distressed to find among the pstitions a nuaber o
conplzints th:t racial discrimination still exists in the Trust Territory. his
discovery has been all the amor:s disapoointing ie vicw of the assurance given to

the Council last year thit all vestizes of discrimination hai been removed., In
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spitec of this, wi faind ta t ti..re nre couplrints about the segregetion of
africans in hotcls nd siiil r »lnecs, about differ.atiction between aAfricons
S8 Luro .wons i mattirs of opportunity of enwloy.acnt, wiic and sclery rates,
nospit. 1 treat~unt, prison tre:itacat, «nd so on, Adnittedly, as the special
represeatative nos well snid, socc of these cets of discritnation have
resulted fro: the Lcersonnl rittitudes of individu-dl Zuropesns, and are not in
cny vy condoaed by the adainistering Authority itself. _ut, in the case of the
other winds of diserimi.. Adlou, 50 louyg ns iy diétinction or Giffcrence in
trontacat of .ny .dng is wpplicd ns between the Luropenn ona the african, it
cenot be reasonably cl:iuce th .t all vestiges of discrimiuirtion have been
rcaaoved, 4y delegntion thercforc considers thiat the Couneil h=s good re:uéon
to reconrena that the adalidsvering .utiaority contZime to teke positive stips
to c¢limjnate roeicl diseriminction in any for. wh.:..t,soevcr, in order that the
pr-.cticsl applicntion of th.t gencivl trcition of cqu-lity for vaich Fronee

is justly reinowncd nced noever ve c:llea into question,
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In the matter of medical and health facilities, .y delegation feels that
the Council should take note of the shortcomings that still exist, and particularly
of the demands se!, forth in many petitions Tor mnfe i tense efforts to bring
adequate medical care within the reach of all, A 1 :commendation noting and
supporting these points of view would we think,be ap ropriate, These remarks
apply similarly to the field of education. Here we would observe that probably
as a result of its ewn achievements in spreading education, the Administering
Authority has created among the people/%%satiablc thirst for more, It deserves
our encouragement to intensify its efforts, and we would suggest that particular
attention should be paid to secondary and technical education, since we believe
that the pace of economic development in £he-Territory will be such that the
facilities for secondary and ‘technical education wiil be outstripped by the
demand for this higher training and by the need to create an increasing flow of

young Africans able to take over for themselves the future economic development of
the Territory.

Mr,GERIG (United States of America):  May I begin by expressing
my appreciation to Mr,Watier for the patience and care with which he has given
such detailed information in ansﬁer to all our questions, When we add this
information to that contained in the Annual Reporf and the Report.of the
Visiting Mission we have a very impressive body of documentation on which to base
our observations énd condlusions, From all this evidence it appears to me, and
I am sure to most, if not all, of my colleagues, thatlFrance is doing good work
in the Cameroons, My own experience in the Cemeroons as a member of the Visiting -
Mission has coniirme& this impressior and hes given me a far better understanding
of the difficulties as well as the achicvements of the Administering Authoritye.

I would like to make one further comment before I present the specific
dﬁsarvations of my delegation for the consideration of the Council, I have
noted a tendency on the part of certain delegations in the Council to draw
favourable or unfavourable comparisons between the work of Britain and France in
the four West African territories now under discussion, It is of course quite

'prOper and indeed inevitable fhat we should examine the different methods which
the various Adminisﬁering Authorities employ in tackling similer problems, My
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delegation hopes, however, that members of the Council will not lose sight of
the feact that, despite methods widch are sometimes different, the zims of the
Administoring Authoritics nre identicol,

\ Ve npree with the strtement mede o few days ago by the representative of
Fronce to the effuct thot such comparisons ore of very limited value because
conditions in the various territories arc usually very different one from the
otuer, |

May I now turn to t}ic obscrvations of my delegation in the four fields -
undcer discussibn. "~ As I remorked in commenting on the administration of the
British Cemcroons,.my delczotion hos increasingly felt that our recommendaﬁhons
should, so far as possible; be kept within the bounds of reality and |
practiczbility., We are herefore limiting our observations to 2 few problems
which heve attracted our particﬁlar attention,

In the political ficld, my delcgation belicves that the Administering
‘Authority should be commonc.d for its recent reorgznization of the Councils of
thablgs to includc ten morc members on each Council, and to include members of
traditional associations, economic and trade union associations, and :
representetives of employers and workers, This constructive change should have
the offect of strengthening and democratizing these organs of loc2l government, '
't the scue tinme, my delegation believes the Council may wish to express the
hope thet tlic adaministcering authority, in its plans for the development of these
Couneils, will give the fullest consideration to the possibility of cndowing them
with the power to mcke decisions in certain matters as well os to give advice.
Similerly, we belicve thet consideration might also be given to increasing the
functions and powcrs of the Representotive Assembly, ‘

In the economic field, the contribution of the administering Authority
to thc economic developnent of the Cameroons seems to my delegation to be the
outstanding feature cof the French administration in 1948, My own observations
in the area have convinced me of this fact, In the field of agriculture, the
adidnistering Autherity has shown itsclf aware of the dangers of over-expanding
conizercial production in times of favourable world markets, and has taken a

nurber of steps to encourcge the growing of a veriety of food crops, as well as
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to improve the quality rather than the quantity of export products. The
administering authority hos also made 2 considerable effort to bring about more
cffeetive porticipation of Cameroonians in the economy of the territory, - This
hzs becn done largely througﬁ associating then in indigenous producing, proccssing,
merketing, and consuners co-operntives, and by providing direct and financial .

oid to these societies, My delegetion believes that the Council should commend
the adninistering Authority for the estzblishment of these co-oporative
orgcnizotions, and should express the hope thot the administering iduthority will
foster as rapidly 28 nossible the participation of Cemeroonians in positions of
increasing responsibility in these organizetions,

I hzvc just one observation to roke in the soelsl field, My delegation
hos noted with apprbval the incrcase in the medical services provided by the
adrinistering authority in the French Cameroons, as the territory advances,
however, it is apparent thot the number of .frican doctors with more specialized
trcining will need to be increased, We believe the Council should cormend .
the ..dninistering iuthority for its echievement in the medical field during the
yeer under review and should cxpress the hope that the .dministering suthority -
will do its utmost to increase the number of african medical personnel with
speciclized training,

The /«dministering Auﬁhority has pointed out that a considercble factor
limiting the rate of the territory's development is the inadequacy of trained
_ personnel, particularly in technical fields, My delegation noted with
interest, therefofe, thet during the ycar under review 194 scholarships were
granted for study in Frence, _Of.these 77 were for secondary education, 33 for
technical education, 75 for ome yeor refresher courses — largely technical
in character = L for ﬁhcological study, and 5 for higher education, My
delegation believes the Council will wish to cormend the iAdministering authority
for this progress in the educational field, My I also say that my delegation
attaches perticular importance to the resolution on higher education in the
trust territories which was adopted on 19 July, 1949 and which recommended that
Frence should consider the establishment of higher educational facilities in the
territory. We hope thct the .dministering .uthority, in its next Report, will
be able to indicate what steps it has teken toward implamenting.thia resolution,
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Mr,KH.LIDY (Iraq): The traveller in the Cameroons under French:
administretion gains the impression.at once that apart from the country being a
véry vast territory, it is bﬁzzing with aetivity, /[nd the more one travels in
this territory, the more one gains the inpression that great credit should go
to the .dministering iuthority for fostering, perpetrating and encoureging such
activity, This takes place nostly in the economic field but also in all-other
fields, as I shall presently have occasion to note. The jidministering authority
is quitc evidently in earncst and intends to make V'a going-concern" — I belicve
this is perhaps the best word — out of this territory, and in this respect the
Council would do well to cormend the idninistering .uthority for its efforts,

it this point my delegetion wishes to associate itself completely with the
recormendations and remarks of the Visiting Mission, which thcy believe is an
exccllent Report, In.this respect I wish to take occasion to thank the
representative of France for the very good end kind words he said yesterday in
connection with that Report, I should 21so like to take occasion to thonk
l‘ir.We.tier! the Special Representctive, for his kind reference to this Report,
We therefore nced not labour any further on the territory excopt to point out a
few salient facts, :

Much progross has indced beon made in the political field, I should like
to toke this occasion to say o few words on the subject of traditional
j.nstitutions and the way the French adninistration has addressed itsclf to it,
.i.have said once before that different idministering .wuthorities treat the
colonicl question in differont weys, - I gained the impression -- and I am lieble
to corrcetion here —- that France accords duc respect to traditions and to
treditionel institutions in the territory, The administrotion is strongly of
the opinion that progress in its gencrel aspects is of poramount importance and
that wherover genercl progress, or goneral unity, or general improvenent rdght
clesh with traditional institutions, perhaps the general progress should clain
priority. \

This is the impression I have gained, and if it is correet —— and I believe
it is & correcct inmpression =~ I should like to say that my delegation accords it
the utnost approval, and I would recommend that the Council do likowisc,

Traditionzl institutions are of great value, but you have territorics here which



/i _ T/P V261

32
arc nore or lecss backward, I an sorry to have to use this word, but I do .
not intend to convey any bad implication., Meny territories in the world are

backward in one scnse or snother 2nd they have to submit to nodern inroads,
mo@ern progress and modern institutions, There is no other wﬁy of neking then
"a going concern", and no other wey of meking them go forwerd side by side with
other countries and benefit by nodern advantages. In that respect I believe
that the Council would do well to commend the Adninistering .iuthority with respect
to that policy.

The Council of Notables is another cormendable action instituted by the
sdministering authority, It 1s & local orgen of governnment whihh enobles the
administrction to keep in better touch with the Notebles and, ultimetcly, with
the people, ias to the Representative .ssembly, I 'believe thot it is an organ
of great value and, no doubt, the Council will look toward a future doy when it
will become a truly Representative .ssenbly in the sense that it will have
powers of legislation. ind in that respect I would associate myself with the
previous spezkers who touched upon this subject, |

In conncetion with theeconomic problem, the question of low weges has
engaged the attention of the Council, I said yesterdoy that it is difficult
to see how such 2 question could be overcome completely. The question of woges
which would cope with the rising standard of living is a world-wide problen,
Therc are tines when many of us, and perhaps I myself, do not think that we are
quite adequately paid, considering our talents; .and to a certain extent everybody
thinks the sanme thing, This is certeinly connected with the generzl ecconornice
fabric of the territory, And I would suggest that, more then the question of
low ﬁages; the general question of the economic fabric of the territory should
be reviewed from time to time in order to see whether the weges, among other
-elenents arce sufficlent to cope with the standard of living or the rising cost
of living, "

I should like to revert once again — and I am sure fhat the Council is
now corpletely tired of it — to what I have previously roferred to as "the
triangle" —— the question of roads, schools and health, The roads in the
French‘Caueroons are fairly adequate and commendation mist be accorded to the
Administering duthority for its zeal in faciliteting the road systen and doing
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whet it coulc nbout it, Howcver, it certoinly leaves sciwethin, to Le dusirud.‘
There is nothing in the world which is so perfect tﬁnt it does nut lcave anything
to be desired, The nore of it the Letter,  as o netter of fret, these thrce
- eleients could sust~in the soping that fhcy.aro cdoquate and they ~re poad, but
the-nore the better, Hy French collenuc wyuld probably soy that they hove o
proverlL which snys thet "he Letter is the uncnx_of the poodh, and that is true,
With respects tu the question of henlth and sicdienl facilitics, I rust
admit thet one is nost faveursbly struck Ly the abundance and the activities of
the hezlth services in the Fromch Coreroons, Hospitols ond dispensories arec
full of n~ctivity, and the houspitnls arc feirly well adeguate, 2lthoush, once
anein, the nore the better, The more%hospitals you put up in that vast and
backwera country, the rore gratitude you will ~5nin on e pert of thé populafion.'-
But o commendation here would not be oat of plcoce,
I should like to express cdidrotion in connecticn with the cducationol field,
That is one nspect which I Leliceve hes been rather lichtly touchod upon. I

believe that thic is the one territory which the Visiting; Hission visited thet

hed two ruscuns of craftsizonship, The Jdmdnistreation hes token the trouble of
orgenising two srinll iwsecunis to prescrve the locel and indigencus art, Near one

of the nmuscuris there is o ceatre of eraftsnonship, wvhich is of oporecizble valuc,
and I believe thot some of the merlers of the Visiting kission voucht o fow
thin;s thcre ng scuvenirs. This sort of thin: is o cormcndoble effert ond 1
belicve that it could provide on exonple to cther Ldvinistoring atuhoritics so
thot, whenever possible, they could prqsﬁrvc the intijenous ort cnd cncourage
locel crt itsclf. ' |

There is o rre~t thirst for knowled:je in the torritory, This at once
calls for mwrc schocls and nore focilitics but, at thé sore time, it is sroof of
the effort which the .dministering suthority hos so for put into the territory. :

It i3 o territory which is thirsting for knowlud;c end schools,
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.That is thec casc, There arce -. nreat nuber of schools in the territory
ond the .dministration is pouring noncy anto thosc schools,  Education is frec,
The “students arc fed and in neny coses they nre clad, and thoy heve been provided

» - with odequate school buildinss, 211 ot the expense of the .didnistrotions  This
should draw the cdrdration and coricndetion of the Council,

I have noticed that houschold schools, or schools for girls, have been
riven a very important place in the systerni, The .drinistration cpparcntly hes
aot fallen short of the very sanc view that girls rust have cquel opportunity of
cducation in the sane wey as boys, and to that end the Visiting Idssion hes,
with utter edmiration, scen the cffort of the adriinistration clong this lince
Trere wes one particular case which it is difficult to forget. There was &
»rench wonan who presided over o spell school deoaling with houschold cetiviticss
The Mission visited that school and spoke with the indi.;;enous sirls,soncewhet at
length, on various topics, and left the school; as I seaid, with 2 feceling; of
;rect admirations Those girls orc acquiring the beost possible knowledge, I
racerver that we telked to thom about the question of polycary. I wish to cite
thet as o example before the Council, They saicd thot they would not marry a
.xon who has another wife or who would want to marry mwore thon one wife, I an
citing that to show how good modern cducation coan chonge vicws, Neturslly, in
tine end it is bound to change the wholc country into o better onc, ond that T
welicve is the real purpbsc of the trustceship systeur and, no doubt, the cffort
>f the idministerins suthority,

My delegation regrets that appoercntly, for the tine beins, there is no
possibility of esteblishing onc lengueorsc, Mr,Woticer corrccted e yesteordey by
sying thot there are rorce then o hundred ianguages. That is true im the
territorya When I soid yestordey thot an aniericon missionory teld ne thet
there were chbout sixty languagds, he was speoking only of the lodality in which
1is mission wos situated.‘ I connot runcrber excctly where the locality wus, It
ws probably in the middle of the country, The country is so vast that one
¢ :nnot remerber every detail cbout it, The fact thoat there arce o hundred

l-nzucges in the country presents quite an epperent difficulty for having one

1l-nsuage estcblished and inposed on 21l the other populetions ani tribos, so &s

Lo cstablish a "lingue frence, © I do not know how this could be done, but if
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it con boe done ot 211, it would certoinly receive thic wors: support of ny

1

delo;itiqn, innsimch as thot would be denctin: cn eleouent of notiondl unity and
corizon bond betwoon the purple of the territory.

These are suze -unoral reomarks I wisned tu moke, I would soy thot there
is no need to labour the guesticr, since we hove been very adequately scrviced
in thot regerd. We have o full ropert of the onnucl ﬁctivitics of the

drinistraticon;  we have the Visiuing iiission's Report; and vie hove ¢ll the
other docuncnts boforc us. I woull therifore close with cne remcrk: The nore
the bettor,ef Lfricans participotin: in 211 aspects of 1ife in the Canxrcons.

I belicve the Ldrdnistrotion holds to this policey, It Zs o commencdable pclicy

in itsclf, andl they ore over-driving cloens; that line, iore .friccns, nore

schools, nore ronds and nore health, I do not know wi>t is left, but I will

leave it te the rdsdndstrovicn to edd to it. .
The .ictins PRISIDEET (Interpretation fron French): We shall now

tekc o short rccess, a2nd ofter we roesung the representative of the United Kingdon
] ¢} i :

will be the firsht spoecker.



RSH/MEH T/PV, 261.
' 36

The meeting wo.s suspended ot 5.55‘p.n. ond was rqg&mcd.gt 5:2Q P

lir. FIETCHER-COOKE (United Kinzdom): I made nost ‘of the observabions

that I wish to moke on this Report in the course of the question periecd, ond I
. should like to toke this pportunity once again of thanking the reprcsentotive of
France ond the special representative for the woy in which thdy have answered not
aly my questions but the questicns put by other members of the Council. It hcs
been most heipful in amplifying the Report. It is quite clear, and I hove
indicated this in more detail in connexion with particular points, thot the
administering .uthority is administering the Territory with a fim determination
to corry out-the principles and the objectives whizh are set out in the Trustec-
ship .igreement, I have referred to a number of aspects of their work which I
think merited commeﬁd:tion, and I would only refer to onc fﬁrthcr sm~ll noint
which I think also deserves favourcble corment.

I observe that the ..dministering iuthority has created o single stlary scale
in the teaching cadres which, coupled with an expatriation allowancs for
Europcans, by placing Europeans and ..fricans on the semc salary scale emphasises
o principle which we have frequently cttempted to emphasise both in this Council
end in discussions in the Fourth Cormittce, namely, that although therc must of
necessity, in our viecw, bo differences between -the salary scales of africans and
Europeens doing the same work, that is largely represented by the fact tact the

Europecn is working as an expatriate awey fxm his home, whercas the .fricen is
working in his own environment. We thercfore note with intcrest th: fact that the

Sdministering .uthority has made thatspmoach with which we are in agreement
perfectly clear by fixing the basic salary on thc same scale but by provi.ding for
an expatfiaticn allowance. '

One final point as regards.the question of land tenure. ilthoush the impression
is given in the Report that ..fricon intercsts arc safcguarded, and we fecl sure
that they are, we fecl that it might be desircble if the .dministering ;uthority
could sce its way to give in the Report a more detailed and quontitative statement
of the actual position, so that it will be made clear beyond 21l dobt that the
approach to the problem,which, as I have indicated, we feel certein the Ldministerixlgg

suthority has, should be made abundently cicar,
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The ..cting PRESIDANT (Interpretation from Frenech): If there are no
furthor remarks of a genersl character, I shall call on tho ropresentative

of the .dministering .uthority.

¥r. LLUZNTIE (Frence) (Interprctetion from Franch): To begin with, I
should likc to express the grotitude of the French delegation end of the French
Govecrnment to all thc speakers who have spoken in the Council and who have brought

to the task we are carrying out in the Camcroons a very valuable cncouragement.



FaH/TU - « . T/FV.261-

-

Nothinz can be more useful for the administering authority than to Jeel that
its efforts are bein: unde;stood,'ihat thsy are centemglates here in a
realistic spirit and with the desire to assist in the inté}ests of the welfare
of the Africans, I will nst repeat what I hove already said regarding the
excellent work accomplished by the 7isiting Missicn. I would simply note that
the two things, the discussion in the Council and the Report of the Visiting
Mission, comglete each oﬁher very hapiily and will certainly be of great value
to the local administration and the Government of my country.

I shall now pass to the observations which have been made in the various
fields and which may, in certaincasss; call for more or less important
comments which are necessary for the information of the Council, I should
like to speak first of all in regard to the politiczl questicns, Yesterday
or the day before, I had occasion to explain to the Council how, in 1945 and
1546, France insisted uven undertaking political reforms in ifrica, especially
in the trust territories, by starting from the top instead of the bottom,

She did sc believiis that this wes the mast appropriante and; in any case, the
nost rapid manner cof arriving at a break in the kind of cirele of subordination
in which the African population nad thus far been encloséd; We realise full
well that the edifice thus btuiit is inccmplste and that; on certain points,

it may still be uvpen to criticism or remarks., In the first plaée, I think it
is useful to recall, as was said by the rupresentative of Irag, that there is
not such a very great contradicticn betwsen 2 certain respect due to traditional
Iinstitutions and this political évolutian which has been registered in new
forms and in so called imported ways. It is impossible tc imagine that we
woulcd destroy the whole family znd social structure of the african contingnt,
but, on the other hand, it is quite possible to imagine that this family and
socizl structure may find its place in the new institutions bit by bit.

I have quoted the case of wembers of the Representative assembly of the
Jamerocns who;‘bcing tradition2l chisfs, are also representatives of the -
population and huve, thereforc, arrives »t 2 ree-nciliation hetween former
times 2nd the Tutuwrs.

However, I believe that it is not ¢ this point that mest of the comments
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have been made. I think greater importance has been attoched to the fact that
the territory belongs to the French Union and that, thrbugh this very fact,
there sight be a dangoer of its #0litical dJevelcpment being deluyed, if not
prevented, In this'respect, I should say that, mei‘?ig, the territory of the
Cameroons benefitted -~ and I use that word intentionally - frem reforms which
constitute the structure of the French Union as a whole, the territory of the
Cameroons to.k a consicderable step firwocrd at one time. #t the end of 1946,
new Institutions were created, which only started to function in 1947,
Therefore ,it has hardly been thr:e years sincg this step forward was taken.l

It is perhaps premature to say, therefore, that here and n.w we are enclosed
;uithin a system which delays cevelupment, I think this would be all the more
unjust in that we have seen that, whatever may be the attracti.n exercised by
the right <f sufferage, it is cnly gracdually that the varicus strata of
electora_are reached. We are far from having attoined the number -f electors

-which should.n.rmally apply to the Camerconian populati.n as a wh.le,
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Moreover, I believe - and I will return to this later - that there are

~ really other conditions for the devilopnent of & countr, such =5 the Canerosons
towards independence, and I sincercly odelieve thuit, for the time being, there
is & very orecice adactotion of Frenen political institutions to the stoge of
develowmacnt and evolution of the Terrltory.‘ It would certainly be presumnptuous
to wish, for thc tinmc being, to asswae that we hive already ;one beyond the
stagc wiacre the ;oenofit. - if we like to use the tera of the French Constitution:
of 1945 - uay be appreciated, On the other hand, I would be quite in agreeaent
on another point wnich nas been raised: tnet is the question of the gops £o be
filled in the political »na acainistrative structure of the Caueroons. No doubt,
having begun at the touy we find oursclves in the lower steges with certain
gops which'uust be filled. It is certain that councils of notables which have
been werfoected should be orfected even imore 2nd thet their activities shoulc
be developed. Tt ié certein that munieipelities should be aultiplied within
the Territory and tht, in ~ generel wey, everything which is o aatter of local
concern or local acninistr tion should zr .duslly be placed nore and aore
within the rcach ﬁf africaiis, in order that the educztion of 21l - thet is;-
peliticel nd acaministritive cauc:ition - should be possible at all stages, so
tiot we should hove 2 Lerfectly coastructed edifice in which cach one finds

his slace, I ﬁould ther.fore willingly agree with any recomiiendation of the
Council inviting th¢ idministoring .authority to be speciall& éonccrned with
this point, which, of cource, is of specicl concern to the Council,

There remains & point which is important for some of my colleagues here
at present: that is the quostion of the legislative powers of the Represcntative
Assembly, On this point, as was rightly pointed out by thc representative of
the fhilippines a short tiac ago, I have already had occasion to give
expdomations regarding the somewhat particular character of French administration,
which draws a distinction botwcen the law and regulations,

I think I may say to the Council today that, in the ficld of regulations,
‘therc is no doubt that the concern of the French Government is to devclop, as
far as possiblc, the competence of the Representative Assembly. On the other
hend, I do not beliove that thore is eny urgency; that is to say, that during

not .
the next twelve months it wil¥/bo nccessary to consider the covering of a new
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additional strnge, The Council hes had a certain mumber of uxemples during the
“discussion which has just taken place, It has beon told what was the prineiple
of thc granting of concessions of more than 200 hectares by the Representative
asscmbly, 2nd that the'grant of concessions of less thén 2001hectares was 2lso
to be attributed to the Representative Assembly, That, I believe, goes very
far. beyond the purely financial field in order to reach the actual administrotion
of the Territory - what, in English, is called the government of the Territory -
and I really do not see whot great difference there can be between an Assembly
which is master of the Budget and therefore of a great part of the personnel -
which is master of economic development, which ié master of this question of
concessions end which thereby exercises a direct influcnce on questions of
immigretion - and an Assembly which wﬁuld_be considered as a self-governing
assenbly in an acturlly independent State or territory, B
I think it is approprizte that the Council should not be too narrowly
~ttached to diffcrences which are more literal differcnces than differconces of
substonee,  We can, in eny ease, glve the assurance today that, in regard to
the administration - what would be called in English, the govermient — of the
Territory, the Representative assembly will enjoy ever-incrensing powers. ind
I think thot, for the time being, it would be realistic to consider that we
must rcmein - I do not say stop where we arc today - with the promisc which is
made, that this continual ‘incrcase of the powers of the Represcentative Jssecbly
will be ensured, | ‘
But the point which appears to me very important, and to which I woﬁld
draw the attention of the Council, is the following: it is obvious that in
1945 and 1946 we sought to cnsure a re;ime of freedom for the Africans of the
Territory, the Cameroonims.l | ‘
The representative of Iraq told us that, in his opinion, this system of
froedon would only bear fruit if the .dministration met the
threefold objective of roads, hospitals and schools, I quite nagree with him
and I do not think that we can conceive of actual political develomient of
actual access ﬁo political freedom - either individurslly or terfitorially - if
there is not this preliminary basis of roads, hospitels and schools, I do not
think there is ~ny ﬁossiblc-doubt'dn this point, . I would add one thing, however:
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I am not surc thot cven roads, hospitals and schools put together will actunlly
be sufficient to ensure the basis without which therc cannot bc en actuel
political structurc of a healthy character., I think we st ;lso contcmplate
the actual cconomy of thc Territory, On this point verious rauarks have been
made and I might even say a certain number of compliments have been nddressed
to us. I think, neverthcless, it is useful to delve more deeply into this
gucstion than we have done so far, - Not only can thore be no roads,hospitals or
schools without an econamy, but it is obvious that the maintenance of these
ronds, hospitels and schools also requires 2 developed economy, otherwise - as
I believe the reprcsenthtive of Belgium once pointed out to the Council — we
shall see magnificent hospitals remcining empty because doctors and nurses cnnnot
be paid or becruse the equipacnt cannot be maintained,
But there is an additional rcason for which it is absolutely essentinl to
have this healthy ecohomy: that is, not only to ensure budgetary equilibrium,
to ensure equilibrium in trade belances, but also — I repeat - to direct the
indigenous population towards what will be actual independence, beeduse, once
again, in ny opinion, there cannot be actuazl independence without these economie
neans, . )
What cconomic means? e might say that we 2re attempting to place at
the dispoaal.of the Camerooniens the means which exist in their territory.
That, of course, is not sufficicnt in itseclf, We must create new methods of
production nanc¢ these new methods of production must be placed at the disposal
of the inhabitants, That is exactly what may enable us finally to achicve
“the frecedom of the Territory and the freedom of the individuals in the Territory.
I belicve that the ten-ydar plan very correctly meets the concern which one may
have in this respect, I also believe that the Edéa Dam, which will give
- electric power where it did not exist before, will create a new meens in the
hends of the population of the Comeroons, The Edéa Dom is one of the
instruments by which actual independence or self-government will graduslly be
achieved fraa an economic point of view,
We might also quote other Possible neens, and this inorning, when we were:
discussing petitions concerning the boundary between the British and French

Cameroons, it was said both to my British colleague and myself that we should
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scek to reduce, as for os p0551b1c, these economic boundaries, in order to
ensure the prosperity of the popul{tlons living on both sides of the boundary,
The subject might be developed, of course, but I think that thc members of tho
Visiting liission, for instance,; mny renlize quite wcll thet o conception of
this kind, applied carefully on the spot, might give rre 't results as regards
the cultivation of groundnuts or any other scheme ercund the south of Lnke Chad,

By whom can ¢his crcation and placing at the disposal of ifricans of new
methods of production, of new ccononic means, be donc; and how can it be done?
It is obvious that only thc administering authority con deo it. That does not
mean that assistonce will be rcefused, but it is quite obvious that such an
undertoking can only be cisured «nd caﬁ oniy succeed if it is absolutely
continucus and if it is dirccted by concern for tnprdvﬁng the conditions of o
given population for which one has the responsibility,

A1l this con only be done with a great deal of effort, o great deal of
money and technical competence and also disintcrestedness. I insist on the
fact that we necd o great deal of effort ond moncy; because it is quite certain
that such an underteking, which Wlll consivt in economic liberation of the
Territory of the Coameroons, can only really be car ricd out at the prenSb of
Francc. Of course, if somc assistance can be found here and tiere, it would
not be rcfused, but the continuity of investment can only come from the
generosity of the Administering Power, a generosity which, in the economic
field, will be the absolute equivalent of the generosity which we have
shown in the political ficld by trying to bresk the c¢ircle of subordination
to which I referred a little while ago. Thet is iy I belicve I should
underscore this point.

I believe that the represcntativo;of China mentioncd the fact - and that
comments werc made — of Italian labour being uscd on thc Edéa Dan.  The |
question is: what do we want? Do we rcally want to create somctiiing which
will later constitute the capltel of the Tcrritory and the copitel of the
African population of the Territory, or do we not wan: this? If we want it,

we must use the means to this end, and these means are not within the Territory.
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We hewve to scex thon clscwhere, The money is not in the Territory, the
spceinlized lobour is not in the Territory; thercfore we must go and find the
moncy elscwhere, We find the moncy in France and the quelified labour we toke
wherever we con find it, It heppons that we have found the necessary
nssiétsncc in Italy, but we must realizc the foect that such co-ozcration by
Italian labour is intended end will result solely in constituting the capital

wnich will fin»lly liberate thec -pOpulr'.tion of the Ceamcroons,
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If things did not occur in this way, what would hoppen? Whet right oceur
is that in countries or territorics of sty ot riches, whosc n-~ t.urtl resources
arc extrenely extensive, wo might, through/bringins into play of supply ond donend 2
achieve actuel prosperity, fron which the populaticn os o wholc would benefit.
"I do not think th~t is the casc in the Coricroons. I do not belicve thot tho
Corcroons in itsclf is o country hoving suffic%.cnt wealth or rc.s.mi‘co& for the
sinplc pley of investnment, so as to creste 2 wico cnou sh prosperity which would
benefit thc population zs & whole, What would happen is thet the developyent
would toke plece, nevertheless, but it would be o very slow process. It would
happen thet certein investments would remwin sterile os for as the territory is
concernod. The fact of opening up @ ring, for instance, and of cxporting tlic
ore zbrocd does not constitute for the populeation os & wh'le, or cven for a
part of the Camcroon populction, o sufficicnt adventtge or o sufficiently ropid
advantage. Therefore, tho very slowness of the developrient would b2 the almoct
inevitable rcsult of this procedurc, this sonewha t/f‘:rogc.s.s of underteoldng the
econordec dovelopnent of the torritory. and wtu.t would heppen in the politiecl
ficld -~ and I mipght say in themorsl ficld-- is thet the sentiient farindepend-
ence or palitical freedon, as it niakes rapid pro;ress s would finelly lcrd the
population to actuzl self-governiient in the territory, but it would be sclf-
governenent which would not rest upon the basis of o populction thot would be
econocrically healthy; it would siriply be on clite of weclth which would Lenefit
by politicel reforms and ‘which would benefit exclusively for itself. It woeuld bo
a kind of false independence which would be constituted for the benefit of o sinll
nunber of wealthy peoplo, and tho rest would in peint of fact be cuizpletely sct
aside from this elite, '

Mention has been made of the question of sclarics, I belicve that cs
far as salearies are concerned many things, of course, have zlrecdy Leen scid in
the Council, but the question is placed nwore or lcss on thc samie plone, It
scens probable that in the psycholozsical conditions in which the Jfrican finds
himself to-dey, and in the cconomic cireunstances in which he still finds hinsclf,
the salary alone is not & sufficicnt stimulent to noke hin work nore in an
econany which, in fact, is too much of z short-tern ceonory, We have to widen
this cconomy; we have to opon it up; wo havo to provide as its Lasis the 1iss of
the population, This cccnory must also cecasc to be dirccted fiom outside and
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towards the outside, It must fell back upon itsclf, or it nwst, in ony cosc,
ensure within the territory an cutonony which docs not axist ot thc presunt tise,
4and it is 2t that tinc thot the question of sclerics will be solved,  Nrturally,
as several reprcesentatives have asked us, we arc quite prepercd to prosat
infornmetion next year with féspect to the stendard of livinz. .

I an convinced that as far os tho standard of living is concerncl, the waily
real method of raising it is to introcduce within the territory new suvurces of
power, new rnicthods of production, and it must be the messcs which will finelly
benefit by these 1icthods of prodﬁction, In the circuustances, profcssicnel
educction bf ifricens — & question upon which the representetive of Chine very.
' .,?%_‘ightly insisted a short while 250 — will find its proper usc, and =t thet
time, just as I spoke of a politiccl structure and 2 complotely coherunt choracter »
there will also be an cconomic structure which will be just as cohercnt, and '
which is our purpose; 2lso to the same extent as the political structure I
referred to, . h

Before corcluding, I should like to decl with soveral points which were o
netter of specific concern on the part of the r.:o:‘.*bérs of the Council, and
especially havinz to do with the question of vacant londs without owners.

Ilt is true that at the present time, a2s the Speeizl Representotive hes
told us in very specific terms; there is a scntinent towerd clains, to be found
in the .frican population. It is 2lso truec that so for our lesislation does not
provide complete satisfaction which may result fron this sentinent, Wie heve to
determine what would be expedient for us to do_and how we should study cnd deal
with the question, in the months and years to cone, I think thet it is wise
to consider the question not only from the point of view of present-doy petitioncex~
whatever ney be the actucl value of their enquiry ~- but elso from the point of
view of the future cconoiy of the territory.

I think that we may truly sct aside the question of.Europaan colonisation
as constituting a passible danger for the ifricon population as a whole end for
Lfrican egriculture in the Cameroons, I believe thet in this respect, as
requested by the representetive of the Philippines, we shall provide 2ll inforimt.
‘required in next ycar's report, But I do not think thot thorc is any denger hiexse

Ay
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In fect, it 1s not on this spceifie point thet the clains of the Africens, ns 2
whole, bear, What the ifricons want is that thoir rights of proporty be
rccopnised, How far ean their property rizhts - which of coursc cannot be
reguleted according to our own rules of property rights = be recogniscd, and in
what menner? It would appeer to be appropricte to give satisfoction, in a
general wey, to the Cemeroon populetion on this point, But it also appears that
it would Le unwisc for the ceonomic future of the territory., 4And if we considor
tho naterial and physical intercsts of the population in the ycars to cone, it
would be unwisc to glve up the idec of vecont lends, It would also bo unwisec
to give up centirely legislation which would cneble us to elassify end rcgister
forcsts, # " i

»8 regards forest lend, we nay take examples of other countrics and in
thet wey I think we would better understand the question, In France, for instenco,
under fedual lew, the Stato, for centuries and conturies, has bocome the owner *

- ofa great part of the forests, and in this wey the forest lend of Frence hes beon
preserved, ind nowadeys the whole of French agricultufé is happy at this
prescrvation, On the other hand, we have seen forest land placod in-pri%nte

- conpetition and in the private field, £  The result has very often been
disastrous, The wealth of the land has disappeored, often in a few years, not
to mention the loss of electric power,which had been the result of this
do~forcstation, I think that in ifrica we cre dealing with rights of usago in .
forests, which may quite well be recognised and rejulated, ond roecive a form of
lcgislativo-consecfation that will be quitc possible, But it ﬁould bo unwise
end inprudent on the part of the quinistration, in the interost of the futurc of
the indigenous inhabitonts thensclves, to rcfuse to retedn the forest land os o
wholé. I think thet the senc applics to land proporty 28 2 whole, and that would
also be dangerousg With the axcusc that cortein rights oxist = and there is
no doubt that they do exist everywherc — it would be dengerous not to be cble.
to rescrve the actual ownership of the lend for oconomic uscs at a later stege,

the need of which may very well be folt,
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I think there is no contradiction between the fact of the recognition
of property rights or the rights of use over land, which exists- at the presont,
time alnost everywhere in the territory of the Camieroons, and the raintaining
of conditions which will later enable us to ensure the agriculetursl ond perhaps
industrizl balance in the t,orrit.ory,' thanks to the fact that cortain lands or

cortain arcas of forest land will not have been unwiscly alienated to-day,

' I think thet if tho Council would allow the JAdministoring suthority to
renadn between these two teriis,it would be ecasy to give the population an  actual
and rcel satisfaction and, at the same tine, to censurc its futurc, in conditions
of which it is not quitec wcll awerc to-day, X

Various renmorks have been riade concerning Jjustice, and it is quite certoin,
that we arc cbsolutely prepared, as requested by the reprosentative of the
Philiﬁpincs, to onsurc the complete discppecrance from the minds of averybody of
the idea that the hindigona.t" should renain, That is sinply & work of
propagende. or of cxplanation which will be carricd out by the .idninistrotors,

a8 regards tho quostion of unification —— and the ropresentative of the
Phi].ippinca/‘%hc do].imit.ing or retracing of frontiers —~ I shall be nuch norc .
prudent, I think that thesc gquostions have been included in petitions, and I
would point out that scvoral times during our discussion 2 cortain number of

potitions have becn roferrcd to, whercas they have not actuclly been exanined,
so far, as to thcir substance,
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Some of thesc pctitions are of grcat valuc and we arc quitc prepared to
glve them satisfaction. Othcrs are of rmuch lcss valuc and I do not think they
can bc invoked as irrefutable witncsses. I think that very often £hese witnesses
may be doubted as to their sood intentions, and cven as to their sincerity.

:ith regard to the medical facilities to be developed and the increase in the
number of African doctors, suzzested by the representative of the United States
of America, it is certain-that the Administering Authority will make all possible
efforts to increase the devclopment of the medical services, which has always
been one of our major concerns, The samc applics to the suppression of the idea
that forced labour would be 2 lasting practice,

As regards racial discrimination, I rust say to my colleague from China that
we are not responsible, after all, if a hotel kecper or a restaurant proprietor
does not admit Africans into his establishment. That is a responsibility vhich
France really cannot take, If we did, we should be placed before a court,
before which I fear a great number of other States would also have to be placed.

As regards the intentions of the.Ffonch Administration, I think we should
be judggd on the general situation, I think we should repeat what we said last
ycar, that therc is actually no racial discrimination within the French system,
and if individuals happen to violate a principle which we consider as absolute,
these individuals will be punished, as they have been already, and with greater
severity.if nccessary. But I do not think that the case will arise,

There remain only two points, which arisc from the remarks made by the
reprasentative of the Philippin%g o%réaucation. The representative of the
Philippincs said that in education, which at the time of the consideration
of the 1947 Report appeared generally good, he had not noted any sufficient
progress with rezard to the period covered by the 1948 Report. I was aunder the
impressién that the explanation given by the special rcpfesentative‘aé regards,
amopg other things, the number of teachers would have been sufficient. I feel
that the question of education should not be judged as a whole on a period of
twelve months, nor on figures which may be affected by the sending of a certain
number of teachers on home lecave. I bclicve thét in this respcet the efforts
which have been made both in primary education and sccondary education, and also’

in higher education now, are such that we may be believed when we say that they
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will be continucd in cxactly thc samc rhythm as they woers uncdertaken,

On the question of lanjuajcs raiscd by the repres atative of Iraq, I think it
is not nccessary to ronew the discussions which have often taken placc cither
here or in othcr bodics of “he United Nations. We arc convinc.d that, just as
the political rcforms undcrfakon'in l9h5.and 1946 have liberated the indigenous
inhabitants; and just as the oconomic.programmc which at presecat is being
liplemented will lcad to the liberation of the indigenous inhabit:nts, so also
arc tcaching in French and French tcaching a proof of his futurc iiboratlop.

We think that it would not bc prozress but quitc the contrary in the Camcroons --
ﬁhis applics to any other territory, but cspecially to thé Caruroons -= if we
had to invent a kind of cspercnto which in fact would not mcct any rial nced and
would not crcate any intcornational link, If thcrc is the kesinning of a nationel
link in the Caméroonsj it has bcun created precicely by tic Feonch lanjuarse,
It is the fact of speskin lrench in cvery part, and the fect of spickin. in
French to representatives, whether they arc members of the Ripiusentative
asscmbly or repruscntatives in the Frcncﬁ Lsszmbly, which will .Avec cveryonc

the idca that a rcvolotion has becen carricd and is pontinuin;= I ©hink the

other way rcally would be ;oing backwards, I could quotc mray cxamples of this,
but I do not think it is nccessary.to insist wpen the vointb.

These arc the remarks I wished to makc, I think I have covered Lic ficld,
at any ratc so far as thc cssuntial points which were raiscd during the
discussicn, and I thank the Council for the paticnce thoy have shown in

listening to mes

The Acting PRASTDERE (Tuterpiotation from French): 1itl, thal vory
interesting final statement from the ropccerutstive of tac Jdrinisicring authority
we can consider our study of the Report on the Fionch Camcroons to be terminated
a8 we procceded with this study, we made our comments upon the Roport of the
Visiting Mission and upon.fhe sther items of the agenda. I think I shall be
expressing the feclings of cveryone if I extcﬁd the cong;ratulaticns cf the Counci )
to the Visiting Mission for ites ove~1lout wrovl If there is 2 final reuark o be t
made on this point, I think we can rcgard thesc culmratnlsticne as ihat romark

and thus disposc of tiic item.
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a¢ have to appeint our werking sroup to prepare the report of the Council.
Lookinz at the distribution cf thc various declejaticns among the diffcrent ’
Corvittecs, I would sujzest a working group consisting of the represcntatives
of Belaiun, the United Kingdom, the Philippincs and the Dominican Republic.

Dees the Council azrcée to that?

Mr. FLLTCHER-CCOKT (United -Kinzdom): 4t an carlier staze in our
deliberations, when there was some discussion on the composition of the Cormittce
on Ruanda-Urundi. when the United Kinzdom dele-ation dccoptcd very rcluctantly,

I pointed out that in thc coursc of this scssion-we shall have two United Kinszdom
Territorices upen which rcports‘arc to bc preparcd and in respect of which the

- United Kingdem would be represcented on the committccs without a vote. In 2
addition to that; thc United Kingd: was a member of the Ruanda-Urundi Cemmittec,
which weuld mean that the Usitoed Kingdom weuld hav: to .participate in the

work cn thrce of the reperis out of féur, I thcreforc would ask that my

delezation be cxcused frem this task.

Mr. RTINS (Beligium)éInterpootetion from French): I think it would be
regrcttabie if tho commiitb.s Lo prepare the £.nere on the French Cameroons did

not coubain at lcast onc member of the Vis . Ling lission,

The :cting PRESIDEIT {Interpretation from French): That vmuld ncan
either the United States of .america or Irage Bﬁt I would peint out that alreadyb
the United States is a member cof anothor Cormittce and we envisaje the possibiliﬁy
of two cormittecs working simultancously if ncecssary. That is not an
unsurmountable difficulty, however., The United States of .merica is an .administering

Power and was on the Visiting Mission,

Mr, GERIG (Unitcd States of Jmerica); I think it would be prefcrable
if the represcntative of Belgium would agree to serve cn this drafiing committec,
The members of the Visiting Missinn; like mysclf, werc only able to spend about
two wecks in this Territory, but the rouprosentativ. of Belgiunm hes spent a zood

meny years in this Territcry,
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Mr, RYCKM.iNS (Belgium)(Intorprctation from Fronch): I have not refused
for Belgium,

The .icting PRESIDENT (Interpretation from Fronch): I understand the
position of the representative of Belgium, He would rogret it if there werc
no mcember of the Visitihg Mission on £he Gommittecc. We can begin by-replac?ng
the United Kingdom with another Administering authority. Could the United
States take the place of the United Kingdom? Or Iraq?

Mr. KHALIDY (Iraq): Thore was ncver é question of the non—administéring
powers on this committeej the discussion is about the administering powers on
the committeey The sugsestion of the inclusion of the Philippincs énd the
Dominican Republic still stands, so that makes up half the cormittcc, The
qucstionlconcerns the /dministering Authoritioé. The Council is talking about
Belgium and the United States,
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The ..CTING 1.23SID..NT (Intgrpr;tntiun from French): Then the United
States will tike the ;.lice of the Unitcd Kingdom. That will jrovide the
Committce with 2 member of the Visiting Mission, If the Council agrecs, we
shall consider that as having been decidad,
The Committee, then, will consist of representatives of Belgium, the
United Staies, the Thilip:ines and the Dominican nepublic,

FRCGILIME FCQU FRIDAY.

The ..CTING TtISIDENT (Interpretatiocn from French): The Committeo
which is preparing ths report .n the British Cameroovns will meet to-morrow ot
1C30 aem, in room 1C.

The Committ ¢ on Petitions will mect to-morrow afternoon ot 3 o'clock
in Room F,3.

Since we have completed our study of the French Cumeroons, the Council
will discuss the stitute for Jerusilem at 1C.45 to-morrow morning and at

3 cteleck te-morrow afternoon.

The meeiing rose at 6,15 p.m.






