United Nations ~~ Nations Unies  HISTER FlE
TRUSTEESHIP CONSEIL  .pv.10 .
COUNCIL DE TUTELLE * %5 19

" English

TRUS[EESHIP COURCIL

Fifth Session

YERBATIM RECORD OF THE 1WENTY-FIFTH MEETING
(Transcription from sound recording)

Lake Success, New York
Wednesday, 20 July 1949, et 3 p.m.

Progident: Mr. Roger GARREAU France

Note: The Official Record of this mooting, i.e. the summary
record, will appoar in provisional mimcographed form
under the symbol T/SR.189 and will be subJect to repre-
sentatives' corrections. It will appear in final form

in a printed volume.



FMP /DG "T/I".g'. 189

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from Fremch): I declave open
the twenty-fifth meeting of the fifth gession of the Trusteeship Councile

AFRANGEMENTS FOR VISITING MISSION TO THE TRUST TERRITORIES OF
THE PACIFIC )

~ The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from Frenmch): Before continuing
with the discussion that we sterted this morning on the point of our
agenda referring to the posesible revision of our rules of procedure,
I propose tﬁa} we consider items 4 and 5 of the azenda.
Item
Visiting Miesion to the Pecific. .. -. T call first on Sir Alen
Burne, of the United Kingdom, who has & statement to make to the

Council.

re’ere to the examination of the matter concerning the

Sir Alan BURNS (United Kingdom): I have to inform the Council
that my Government has nominated me to be a member of the Miseion to the
Pacific Islands, if the Council approves.

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): We have a candidatc
for the Visiting Mission to the Pacific. Following the rules that
we have adopted, it is now up to the Council to accept the candidate
presented in the person of Sir Alen Burns, as a member of the Visiting
Mission to the Pacific,

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (Interpretatic:
from Russien): Are we now deciding with regard to all four mem‘berd of the
Migesion, or only with regard to the United Kingdom representative? I showli
like to have some clarification on this matter.

' The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): We cannot take a
decision on &ll four members, because only one member is proposed to us.
Foliowing the procedure established at our previous session we shell
accept candidates as they are presented to us. Many of the delegations

that were invited to present candidates have not yet done so. We. shall
therefore accept the candidates as we receive their names. The Council
hag already asked these countries to present their candidates for the
Vieiting Mission, end we have received one angver,

/Sir Alan BURNS
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Sir Alan BURNS (Uhited Kingdom): I am entirely in the hands of
the Council in the matter, but I should be quite content, having informed
the Council that my country hes nominated me, to await the general dscision

as to the other members.

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): That is the way
we had understood it. As the candidates are presented to us, I shall
propose thet the Council decide.
; on others,
Sinceé no other candidate has beon presented to us now, we cammot decide.
but if any other candidates are presented before the end of the session

we shall decide upon them.

; Mr. NORIEGA (Mexico) (Interpretetion from Spenish): My delegation
wishes to give its warmest welcome to this candidate. We all know perfectly
well, due to the contact we have hed with Sir Alan Burng in the Trusteeship
Council, Wis very high wiedom end abilities, his intelligence and his
experience., We have had reason to take advahtage of the experience he
has gathered in such complex questions as thess.

Therefore I am sure that the participation of Sir Alan Burns in
this Miesion will be of great value to the Council, as was his participation
in all the subjects in which he has helped the Council's work.

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): I feel, therefore,
that the Council has at once decided that it can accept Sir Alan Burms
as a member of the Visiting Miesion to the Trust Territories of the
Pacific . &L+r ¢,

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (Interpretation
from Russien): I asked when we should decide upon the Vigiting Mission in
order to find out what would be the best tims for me to meke a statement
on behalf of the USSR delegation. In view of the fact that the President's
decision is thet we shall decide the question as the nominations come to
us, I must make the position quite clear.

Qur position is the followings the USSR delegation i1s of the opinion
that members of Non-Administering Powers should participate in the Visiting
Missions, and that Administering Powers should not participate, In view
of this position, which is our position in principle, the Council will
undsrstand the views of the USSR delégation with regard to the membership
of the Visiting Mission. ;

/In view of this
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In view of this attitude 2a principle, that is, that Visiting Missiy.
should consist only of Non-Administering Powers, the USSR delegation cannct
vote for the candidate of any cotntry which is an Administering Powsr,

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): We shall thercfore
teke a vote on the candidature of Sir Alen Burns as one of the four members
of the Visiting Mission to the Pacific Islands. | '

A vcte was teken by show of hands. '
The nomination was adopted by @ votes in favour, 1 against with
1 abstention.

The PRESIDENT (Tnterpretation from French): Sir Alen Burns ig
"doctgrnted e member of the Visiting Mission to the Pacific, ;.".. /° pg
the other cendidates are presented to us, either at 'bl_uis session or at
‘the beginning of the next session, we shall procead.in- the same way and
vote immedieately. |

. For those presented at the beginn.mg of the next session, the
procedure adopted &t that time will be followed. If we do not receive
the necessary cendidates we shall complete it by the addition of mem‘ners.'

ARREFGIMITES @CR  VISITING MISSION TO THE TRUST TERRITORIES OF
WEST AFRICA )

The' PRESIIENT (Interpretation from French): We shall now return
to point 4, reéar&ing the dispatch of a Vieiting Mission to West Africa,
I shall acgk the representative of Belgium if he can give us any informaticn
regarding the final candidature of a mewber to that Mission which will be
presented by hls Government.

_ Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) (Interpretation from French): My Governmen:
intended to suggest my own name, but unfortunately it will be impossible fox-
me to be absent for such a long time, and I shall therefore not be able to &
I contatted my Government, to suggest another candidate, but
unfortunatly I did not receive a reply. I have followed this:wp

by telegraph and hope that it will be received before the end of the
measion.

/The PRESIIENT
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The PRESIDENT (Interpretation froem French): T hope the
Tepresentative of Belgium will be able to present us with the
name of'a candidate before the end of tho present session, but as
wo are considering the composition of “he Visiting Mission to the
Trust Territories of West Afriea, and es Mr., Ryckmens has said that
he personnlly cannot take part in the work of that Mission, T
think that, following consultations held emongst members of the
Council, the majority is of the opinjicn that the Council should
itself designate the Chairman of the Visiting Mission to the Trust
Torritories of West Africa.

T would therefore propose to the members of the Council that
they suggest whom they would like to see as Chairmen of this
Visiting Mission, I am very willing to hear the observations of
any membhr of the €ouncil.

Sir Carl BERENDSEN (New Zealand): In those cilrcumstances,
if it is indeed decided that the Gouncil should appoint the
Chairman of the Visiting Mission -- and I have nothing at all against
that principle -- if that is the wish of the Council, I should feel
very proud indeed if I might have the privilege of nominating our
old friend and colleague, Mr. Khalidy.

I stend pre-eminent amongst those who sit around this table
in my appreciation of the assistance, the very valuable and lasting
aselstance, that has been rendered to this Council -- and indeed
to the couse of Trusteeship -- by our colleague.from Irag, He and
I entered this labouring cance together, and I must sey I hate ‘the
very thought that the General Assembly moy, in ites wisdonm or in its
want of wisdom, deprive us of the services of Mr, Khalidy at the
next seseion, But even were that sad event to come to pass, he
has the recollection and wé ghall continue -to have the recollection
of admirable work admirably performed, ‘

- Mr. Khalidy has not only a cultured and informed mind with a
most happy play of wit; ho hag something much more valuable, a
balanced and judicious mind, I can imogine no finer Chairman
for the Viesiting Mission than Mr. Khaljdy and T nominate him
according;y.

Mr. SAYRE (United States of Amorica): I am not at all
convinced oflthc wisdom of the choice of the Chajrman by the Council
rether than by tho Committoe 1tsclf, but inasrmch as thot matter
hos beén decided by the President, at lcast in so far as this session

/is concerned,
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is concerned, I recdily Join in choosing the Chairmen of tho
Visiting Mission which will next go to the field,

I want to éay Just a word about Mr, Khalidy, Ho is an old
friend of mine. I have learned to know and to respecf the integrity
of his mind; I can always trust him to do what is fair ond right
ond sound, without playing politics., When, sametimes, T have folt
et ny wit'send on which was the wisost course to ﬁursue; I have
often gone to Mr. Khalidy and found the light., It gives me a
grect de‘al of pleasure to second most warmly Mr. Khalidy as
Chairmon of the Visiting Mission to West Africa.

Mr. NORIEGA (Moxico) (Interprotation from Spenish): At
this® moment Mr. Khalidy is rolaxing in a beautiful garden of
praise, I do not think I ought to be the one to plant any nare
flowors there, but Mexico taking port in tho Visitiﬁg Mission, I
feel 1t incurbent upon me to say that we could pick no better
Chairmen for this Miseion than Mr, Khalidy,

Sir Alen BUINS (United Kingdom): I wish to spore Mr,
Khalidy's blushes, so I shall say no mors than that T hourtily
agree with what has slready boen said remgarding his cepacity and
the suitability of the choice of Mr, Khalidy as Chairman of the
Tisiting Mission,

Tho PRESIDENT (Intorpretation from Erench): I think that
the Council can unenimously and wholéhea.r‘bedly agree with the
nominotion made by the repreaén‘baﬁivc of New Zoaland, Personally,
I am very happy to see Mr. Khalidy at the head of the Visiting
Mission to tho Wost African Trust Territorios, I do not want to
repoat the compliments that have just been of fored by the nembers
of the Council, and would thercforc submit that the Council decide
upen this matter. If there are no objections, I think that Mr.
Khalidy can be nominated Chajrmen of the Visiting Mission unanincusly.
' .. It is so decided, and I wish to congratulste
Mr. Khelidy very wermly on behalf of tho entirc Council.

" Mr. KHALTDY (Iraq): My friend tho roproscntative of
Mexico was quite wrong when he said I was relaxing, I was not
relaxing at all; I was foeling very nervous with all this praisc
being haapéd upon ne., I anm indeed very grateful to the President,
to all my friends and to all the speakers who have heaped that proise

[upon me,
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upon me, my friends Sir Carl Berendsen, Mr, Sayre, Mr. Noriegn,
and Sir Alan Burns, as well as to everyone who has not spoken
and spared me that, ' -

I shall do my best to live uﬁ to the very high principles
‘and achievements of this Council during the threce happy years
in which T have been in a small way associated with i%,

QUESTION OF SOUTH WEST AFRICA (T/371)

The PRESIDENT (Interprotetion from French): Before
reverting to the discussion on the rule of procedure that was .
being discussed this morning, I should like to finish another
item on our agenda. This . item 18 the question of South
West Africa., The pertinont document is document T/ 371, in
which the Secretary-General has transmitted to the Council a
letter dated 11 July 1949, from Mr. J.R. Jordaan, Deputy
Permenent Representative of the Union of South Africa to the
Secretary-Gencral on the qﬁestion of South West Africa, That
letteor is document A/929,_ and was, as I said before, transnitted
to us merely for information,

I do not doubt that everyone has read this letter, and I
do not think therefore that we need discuss the question too
deeply beceuse, in the letter I mentioned to the Council, the
Government of South West Africa has told us exactly how the
natter stands. All we need do here is to take note of the
cormunication from the Secretary-General and to state that,
not having received, on behalf of the Secretary-General,'a
report, we are not able to talke cognizance of the matter.

Mr. NORIEGA (Mexico) (Interpretation from Spanish):
Undoubtedly the . Council. will recall that it was the representative
of Mexico, Mr, Padilla Nervo, who, when discussing the agenda of
this Council for the present session, underlined the fact that it
might be advantageous to include the question of South West Africa,
Due to the fact that we have a concrcte document on this matter,

I feel that the best thing to do would be for the Council to
teke some resolution regarding this document,

The General Assembly must be informed of the attitude and
feeling of the €ouncil, and the Gouncil must make some comments
and note its reactions to the observations made in this document
roceived from the Government of South West Africa concerning the

work of the Council. /
Therefore,
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Therefore I am firmly convinced that the Council should take
a resolution on this matter and in that resolution somchow we should

say vhat the rcaction of the Council has been regarding the document
boforo us because the General Assembly must be informed of this.

Mr. SAYRE (United States of America) I am glad that the
ropresentative of Mexico Yemindod us?the remarks of Mr. Padilla Nervo
made during the opening mceting of our present session. I have
document T/SR.165 before me and I should like to read what ho sald
at that time beceuse it points out the course which we would most
wisely follow. Page 3 of document T/SR.165 contains the following;

"Mr. PADILLA NERVO (Mexico) stated that he would not

preas for the addition of a neﬁ item to the agenda if 1t were

clearly understood that the report of the Union of South Africs

would be considered by the Cowneil during the current seosion

if 1t arrived within the required time and, if not, that the

" quostion would be examined when the Council'e report to tho

General Assembly was adopted.”

On the following page we see that the President noted that the
members of the Council were generally agreed on that point.

As documont A/929 indicates, no report of the Union of South
Africa has been received.l Therefore the second part of Mr. Padilla
Nervo's suggestion comes into play. I suggest that we adhere to our
ﬁrevious agrecment and deal with this matter in relation to the statc-
ment which might be included in the report of the Trusteooship Council
to the General Assembly. I have doubts whother any specific resolution
is necessaxry for that purpose.

Mr. Padllla Nervo, in commenting on this, said that if the report
were not received then the question would be examined when the Councilts
report to the General Assembly was adopted.

In resolution 227 (ITI) the General Assembly recommended "that the
" Union of South Africa, until agrecmont is reached with the United
Nations rcgarding the future of South West Africa, continue to supply
ﬂnnually?on 1ts administration of the Territory" and requested "the
Trusteeship Council to continue to cxamine such information and to
submit 1ts obsorvations thereon to the Goneral Assembly." This is
contained in thb Resolutionsﬂof the General Assembly dated 21 September
to 12 December 1948 of the Third Scssion, Part I.

That resolution clearly sets forth the role of the Trusteeship
Council to examinc informatlion on South West Africa submitted by the

/Union of South Africg
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Union of South Africa and to submit its observations thoreén to the
General Assembly. No information has becn reccived from tho Union
of South Africa and no information is likely to be received with
regard to South West Africa. |

Tt would Soem to follow that the Trusteeship Council, so far as
this particular resolution is concerned, has now.no function to
perflorm. In the letter submitted by Mr. Jordaan, Deputy Pormanent
Representative of the Union of South Africa, as contained in document
A/929, the Government of the Union of South Africa states:

"In these circumstances the Union Government...have
regretfully come to the conclusion that in the interests of
efficient administration, no further reports should be -
forvarded." S | _
It would scem to be quite clear, therefore, that the Trusteeship

Council will not recelve a roport on South West Africa during this
seasion. I submit that, In this case, the Council has no course to
take other than that which the Assistant Secrctary-General himself
suggested,when he acted as Prosident durihg the opening meeting of
this session,simply to report to the Gencral Assembly that the
Trustceship Council is unable to carry out the request of the General
Asscmbly since no report on South West Afriéa has been received.

I would suggest, therefore, that we request the Secretariat to
- prepare a statoement in this sense for inclusion in the draft of the
general report of the Trusteoship Council to the General Assembly
which is now in preparation. The Council could then review that
statoment during its discussion of the draft report as a whole.

In other words, I think it is abundantly clear that 1t does not 1lle
within the business of the Trusteeship Councill at this time to discuss
conditions in South West Africa, and I do not believe anyone proposes
doing so. It doeos certainly lic within the Council’s function to
include a sentence in the genoral report to the General Assembly, as
was sﬁggested by Mr. Padilla Nervo in his statement which T fead, to
the effect that the Trustceship Council, in the absence of a report
from the Union of South Africa, has nothing further to say in regard
to the matter.

Mr. INGLES (Philippines): I also have before me the summaﬁy'
record of the first meeting of this session to which the representative
of the United States alluded. The goneral agreement among the members

/of this Council
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of this Council whon tho ‘quostion of including the item concerning
South West Africa on our agenda was raised was that if a report of
the Union of South Africa were received during this session, it
would be placed on the agenda, and that if no report were receoived,
then the question would be cxamined when the' Council's report to
the General Assembly was adopted. : )

I also have before mo document T/371 which comes from the ropre-
sentative of the Union of South Africa to the United Wations and
deals with the question of South West Mrica. ‘Although this letter
states that the Union of South Africa is not going to submit g
spocial report on Scuth Wost Africa to tho United Nations in the
future, it does include certain infomation'bcaring on the adminis-
tration of the territory of South West Africa.

/On page 3
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On poge 3 off Gocument A/929 -- that is the scme o8 document T/371 --
- the rcprééentative of thc Union of South Africa is tronsmitting to the
Unitcd Notions, for informetion, by instruction of the Prime Ministcr
in the Union Parlioment, o copy of the South.-"Icet Africc Affaire
Amcndment Act No 23 of 1649, together with o sumcry of ite prov-
isions.

I om surc it ﬁill not bc qucstloncd that thc summcry of the
provisions of this Act, ap contcincd in the commnication rcferrcd to,

1o informntion bcaring on thce administration of the Territory of
South West Africa,

The rcsolution of the Genercl Asscmbly of 26 November 1943 hes
clrcedy been rcferred to by some represcntetives, and for the scke of
clerity I should like to rced the lest two parcgrephs of thot resol- |
ution:

" THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY .. ... |

RECOMMEINDS, without ﬁrcjudicc to its rcsolutions of 14 Deccmber
"L946 cnd 1 November 1947, that the Union of South Africs, until sgrcc-
ment is rcochecd with the United Notions regeording the futurce of South
West Africa, continuc to supply ennuclly information on its admin-
istration of the Territory; )

" REQUESTS thec Trustccship Council to continuc to cxaminc such
informotion and to submit its obscrvotions thercon to the Gencrecl
Asscmbly. " : |

My dclegetion submits thercfore thet the Union Governmeont hes,
in foct, submitted informotion cnd that it is our duty to cxominc this
informotion and submit our obscrvetions thcrcon t0 the Generel Asscmbly.

The rcsolution of the Genercl Assembly docs not specify thot the
informntion rcquestcd from the Union Government should consist of some
particuler form of rcport. The word uscd is "informotion" cnd the
document T/371 consists of informetion which thc Gencral Asscmbly
clcorly dircctced this Council to c¢xaminc.

I prcsume thecrcforc that there is no morce qucetion of this itenm
not bcing propcrly includcd in the ogende of this Council., To that
cnd my dclcgation hes prcscntcd o rcsolution with o vicw to cxpediting
the action to be taken by the Council.

Mr. RYCKMANS (Bclgium) (Intcrprctcotion from French): On o
point of ordcr I should likc to sk whether this itcem is on the agendo.

Ae for os I con gce 1t has ncver been put on the egende,

/ In the summery rocord
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In the —wxmoyy record of thic firct uceting tic royrcccentotive of
Mexico stoted tiet "ho would not precc for tho :ddition of « new
to the cgendc if 1t woere clecrly undoerctood 'thet tho rozort of tic
Union of South: Afric. would bc concidorcd by the Couneil during the

ten

currunt coccion if it crrived within tle required time ond if not
thict the queetion would be crxiained when the Councilte rosort to the
Genorrl LHiccenbly woo cdopted,”

Thuc the quection 1o to find out whether we chould .ut thic 1t
on the agende, Thic ic the prolindncry quection tné only aftor
deeiding tiiic crclimincey gqucction cin ricmbere of tiic Council introduce
reoolutions,

_ The PRESIDENT (Interyrctotion from Freneh): Aftoxwords we received
docwicnt from thoe Scerctery-Gencr:sl cneclocing certrin inforintion
reecived from thc South ofricun Govermxnt ond thot ic the quoction
thet we cpce diceucoing -- 0 coce whethor we crxe going to ceece.t die.
cuccion on thilc matuer; whethor we ore going to put thic on the rg,:-,e:__
I o not wicth to tex tle ucmbere of the Couwneil tnd I @O not went tin
to dipgrece in any woy, whot we oro dlccucclng ot tuc woment ie victior
document T/371 can be concidercd e o roport which, ir virtue of the
dirvectlven fron tav Genercl Jeccumbly, the Councll muct diccuce in orler
to be oble to wrecent o yrosort to tho Goerorcl Acecubly, That ic vt
woe orc GQiccuccling mow: 10 Xnow wietinir the lotter cigncd by Mr,
Jordocen to the S.erotors -Gener:sl conctitutcr ¢ docwicnt which the
diccenbly con be Informed cbout pilnco. a ro.ort on the ctotuc of thw
weet fAfrican Truct Territoricc would hove to be circulntoed to thoe
Lcouably coyvey .

Mr, RYCKMALS (Bolgiwa) (Intcr;rutction from Fronck): Ia eueh
conditiong it would bec botter to wait until thic rclinincry quostion ic
deeided before introducing rcecolutionc,

The, JHLSIDERJ. (Interpretation from Fronch): Thet ic trus,
But the recolution wrr &) ‘;E.*cntw to up in advence. e ctill éo not
Imov vhether thile documint ic receivable by the Council, v kave to
deeide whother thile itun con be included on the ngende for thce fifth
cceelon or not wnd that ic what I olnted out of thc boginming,

/ br. INGIES
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Mr, INGLES (Philippinéé): I recd the curmary rccord preciccly
in order to roise the question that the agreemént referred to on poge
3 of document T/SR.165 and on the top of page 4 of the same document
shows that if o report from the Union of South Africe w?rgeceived during
this sesscion it would be asutomotlcally included in the cgenda because
the wording of the agreement is: "thce roport of the Union of South
Africa would be concidored by the Council during the current seceion
if it arrived within the reguired time."

" I alco circulated the text of o proposed resolution on that

qudstivn, rhe previous speckers have likewice introduced propoccls
on how to trect this matter prccumcbly on the understanding that it was

olready included in our egenda.

Mr. NORIEGA (Mexico) (Interprctetion from Spenich): VUe heve
before us two ways of solving this motter cnd whichever is ocdopted the
ultinate outcome will obvibucly bc & resolution from the Trustcechip
Council. There is no eécapc;' wo will heve to emit ¢ resolution in the
end, sl '

If we are going to discusc the questbn on tho basip of the
inclucion of thies matter on the égenda then we hove to decide whether
thie letter con be taken cg o report or not. Therc may be here thoese
who feel that thic ig a lagt will and tectament; others mey feel it
to be o treaty; and others mey feel that it is merely o document of a
bill of cole. But ae for oo I am concerned ,thie document A4/929 is
clearly & roport.

The document starts by scying, "I have the honour to inform you",

and 1t informec uec regording whoet hos happened in the Territory.

/ Document A/929
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Document A/929 is mede up of gemeral information. We call _.

a letterj we could say 1t is 2 communiqué; we could say it is a
report. But why bother about the name of this document? However,

it has two annexes: one is the Law of 19 April, then there is another wit:
explanations on the lew end another which refers to the additional
powers given to the Union of South Africa. This does not mean that

it is a report to the Council but can we not suppose it to be a
report? Does it not.report on facts? If we want this not to be a
report what 1s the Council golng to do? 1Is 1t going to ignore the
existence of this document? Is it not going to take note of the
implications of this document, the gravity end seriousness—that are
explained. in this document- of the criticiens levelledlaéainst the
work of the Council, criticisms wherein we are told that the work

of the Trusteeship Council has had deleterious effects on the felations
of the Union oml South West Africa.

I do not think wé have to lose our calm regerding this métter
but I think we should be consistent t.?wa_r c?ur own policy and the
prestige of the Council itself.  Alreedy there i1s more at stake then
the friendly reletions extent between all Members of the United Naticns.
I understand that there are delegations here who ere in a position of
great friendshiprwith the Government of the Union of South Africa but
I see a more important question here. Now the prestige of the
Trusteeship Council is at stake.

| We are working not as immediate representatives of our countries;
we are representatives of the CGeneral Assembly first of 21l on the
Council. Faced with an adamant attitude that decides to turn a dlind
eye to the agreement of the United Nations, that decides to ignc-}re the
recommendations of the CGeneral Assembly, are we merely going to take
note of that? I hardly think that would be proper. T do not think
that would be the right thing to do. I think we must be prudent,
definitely T think we must keep calm, we must keep cool, we must be
governed by wisdom but &t the same time I am firmly convinced that
under no circumstances -- vhatever the idea under which we wish to
guide this issue or however we wish to go on with this work -- in no
way can the Council elude its responsibility or sheke from its shoulder
the responsibllity of being ancrgan of the General Assembly. Ve are
an organ of the General Assembly; we cannot forget that. Therefore
the frilendship between dne government and another cannot bear any
weight here. We must remember that we are representatives of the

General Assembly and, &s such, we must consider the report -- because

/it is a report --
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it is & report -- contained in document A/o29, _

‘ I do not know whether by moans of a vote +the Council cen
suddenly decide that this report is not a report. Ferhaps .& vote
can metamorphosize this document; it would be one more miracle of
the United Nations, but that is beside the point.

If this 1s not a report, if this is not accepteble as a report,
aithough it mey not be included on the agenda it is amongst the
documents of the Council and it is before us and we know of 1t and,
therefore, it would be gquite consistent to consider the resolution
presented by the Phillppine delegatlon. We can use that as a besis
for discussion so as to dispose cf this report which must be con-
slderedhythe Council. Therefore the ldea that we cannot discuss it
because it 1s not on the agenda is, I am afraid, unacceptable to me.

We have a document that has been trensmitted to us by the
Secretery-General. We have & resolution of the General Assembly that
we have to follow. - Thsrefore I submit that,iﬁstead of continuing
to diécuss this matter at' great length, if the President would be
good enough to give us a ruling on this matter it would cbviate a

long and tiring debate.

The PRESIDENT .(Interpretation from French): I wisched to
drew the Council's attention to the fact that we hed to decide on
whether this matter is golng to be added to our agenda or not.

This, of course, would answer the statement of the representative of
Belgium. T already told Mr., Ryckmans a few moments ago that

ve hed recelved a communication from the Secretary-General. Tﬁis

1s a letter in which the representative of the Government of the
Union of South Africa informs the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and; through him, the General Assembly of a certain number of
facts. This letter has been transmitted to us. It 1s obviously a
1945 0w of knowing whether we showld take a resolution on this
matter or not.

Thus we could notify the General Assembly that, not having
received the normal annual report on the situation in South West
Africa, the Trusteeship Cocuncil is not able to make an assessment
of the situation in that part of the world because we have received
no report. I do not think that we can just exclude that from the
agende; that has to be discussed.

/Mr. RYCKMANS



RIB /DG "y T/B.Vi 189
28

Mr. RYCXMANS (Belgium) (Interpretation from French):

The reopresentative of Mexico said that this item must be put on
the agenda for we have in our hands a report, what he ecalls in
Spenish "informe" -- 1.e.. & report. In other words, we have &
document vhich is not addressed to us, which is addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and in which the Govermment
of the Unlon of South Africa says that i1t, refusesto send informstion.
Can we reelly consider this to be a report--a report which we will
have to take up -- this letter in which it is said that they do’ not
wish to send a report? This is straining the matter to say that
the letter, in which they say that they do not wish to send inf&rmation,
1tself contains the information. .

Tﬁerefore it 1s clear that we are not faced with thie question.
The General Assembly requested us to continue to consider information
and reports sent from the Union of South Africa but this deernment
did not send anything; therefore there is nothing for us to consider.
My Gevermnment said without hesitation that lit - expected and hoped
that the Government of the Unicn of South Africa would fulfil its. -
obligations and would send such information but I think that it s
completely superfluous to conslder an item which is not on our agenda,
which cannot and should not be on our agenda for we do not have =
report to be consldered. If there is something to be éai@ let us
- say to the General Assembly that the Government 6f the Union of South
Africa did not send a report and therefore we have nnthihg to consider.
That is all. But I do not think that this 1s even necessary;for this
letter was sent, not to the Trusteeship Councll, but to the Secretary-
General who sent it to us for ouwr Information. The General Assembly
will get 1t directly.

The FRESIDENT (Ihterpretation from French): There 1s a
request to include something in the agenda. Every member of the
Council has that right and it is for the Council to ﬁccept or reject
the addition of something to our agenda. There is a formal suggestion
that we add something to our agenda; thet in no wey pro-Jjudges the
issue. The Council can decide that, not having received a report
as laid down in the resclution of the Ceneral Assembly,.we.cannot
consider the situation in South West Africa but that will be diécussed
later. .

First of all we have to decide whether we are going to include

this matter on the agenda or not. We cannot escape the noed for

/teking a decision
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taking a decision at least on this ﬁbint becauses a cerﬁain member
ol the Council haé explicltly stated that he wants a certain matter
to be included on the agendé.%

If, therefore, the Council so wishes I can put this previous -
question to the vote, . As President, I do not think the vote is
indispensable but 1f 8 member asks that we talle & vote then we shall

take a vote.

Mr. BOOD (Australia): If you are intending to proceed to
a vote on the guestion of whether this matter should be on the agenda
or not,I should like to explain the way in which I shall vote but I
shall wait until you put the matter to the vote.

Chair
Mr. KHALIDY (Iraq): I very much doubt that thuyneedsto take
a vote, There is no need to take a vote. I belleve the Chair could
give a ruling and that will finish the matter. I hope 1t will finish

it in more sensesthan one.

/The PRESIDENT
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The PRESITENT (Interpretation from French): I shall be very
happy to make that ruling, but of course there have been contra&icm
opinions expressed on this matter. :

& Bholﬂ.d. like to draw the Council's attention to the Resolution of
the Coneral Assembly 227 (III) of 26 November 1948 on the Question of
South West Africa in which the General Assenbly

"RECOMENDS, without prejudice to its resolutions of

14 December 1946 end 1 November 1947, that the Union of South

Africe, until agreement is reached with the United Nations . -

regarding the future of South West Africa, continue to supply

ammually information on its administration of the Territory; .

"REQUESTS the Trusteeship Council to continue to examine

such information and to submit its observations thereon to the

General Assembly."

Members of the Council will very well recall the debate which was
held at the beginning of our session when the representative of Mexico )
asked that another item be included on our agenda -- the question of South
West Africa., The representative of Mexico was reminded that the Council =
no Informetion on the question and the Secretary-General had not sent us
any reports on South West Africa and that until such information was
received by the Council the guestion of South West Africa could mot
possibly be included on its agenda,

After that we received a communication from the Seémt&ry-ﬂemr&l
referring to South West Africa. The information received, as I told
the Council at the beginning of this debate, is a letter in which the
deputy permanent representative of the Union of South Africa makes known
to the Secretary-General, and through him to the General Assembly, first,

“that insofexr as South West Africa 1s concerned the Government of South
Africe will send no information such as had been provided for in the
Resolutlon of the General Assembly; secondly, that certain legislation
had been adopted which modified the relations between the Trust
Territory of South West Africa and the Government of the Union of
South Africa.

I think, therefore -- and this is counsel given ag President --
the situation here requires attention. The representative of Mexico
kas asked the Chair to give a ruling on this matter. I am not
qualified to give & ruling; it is the Council which has to make the
decision. All I cen do 1s to give the Council advice which might

[clarify the situation
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clarify the situation somevhat. The Council has before it as many
elements for judging the question as I have., If I were to be asked
for my personal opinion I would say that we should add this 4item to ouvr
agenda and say in our report to the General Apserbly thet we have
received a document, T/371, and indicate to the General Assembly

that the Council feels that this document cén in no wvay substitute

for the report which was asked for from the Government of the Union of
South Africa regarding the poli‘bicai, _economic', social and educational
advencement of the inhabitents of South West Africa and therefore the
Council is not in a vosition to study the general conditions in that
Peyritory. '

I think that is obvious and that no one will argue that point.
Therefore , as far as I personally am concerned -- and to determine the
situation clearly -- I feel that this matter must’. be included because
we must be able to note in our report to the General Assembly that we
~ bave received this document. N ' '

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium)(Interpretation from French): I could
understanc the Council insisting on the consideration of this item if
this were the only opportunity of conmsidering it. But this is not so,
What is the situation? The General Agsembly made a recommendation to
the Govermment of the Union of South Africa requesting information,
and asked the Trusteeship Council to consider this information when it
had been received, The Government of the Union of South Africa replied
to the General Assembly that no such infermationwoulsd be sent; therefore
the General Assembly will obviously have to take up the.letter from the .
Government of the Union of South Africe in reply to its recommendation
and ij; will have to establish its attitude in regard to this challenge
on the part of the South African Government.

But what is the position here? The General Agsermbly made a
recommendation; the Govermment of South Africe re jected this
recormendation and the General Assenmbly will consider the matter.

The General Assembly told the Trusteeship Council that when it
received a report it should consider it. The Council has not received
&my such report, and I must therefore ask why we should discuss it.
We cannot discuss the recommendation ‘oi‘ the General Assembly. Only
the General Assembly itself -- after the question has been considered |
in the Fourth Committee -- can establish its attitude with regard to

' /the South African
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the South Africen Government's point of view. Bubt the Council cannot

intervens in this debate, therefore why should we discuss it here without
any possibility of a solution?

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): I fear that +he
representative of Belgium has overlooked the Preliminary part of this
discussion. We are only discussing the exclusion or inclusion of the
item in our agenda and I think we can close this matter by taking a
vote. We must not discuss the substance of the matter until we decide
vhether or not we are going to discuss it.

Sir Carl BERENDSEN (llew Zealend): I think it is a very
‘grea‘a pity that we should waste time in this vay, discussing the
procedural asyects of this matter. T am bound to say I find this
sort of thing almost intolereble. '

I-Ihat is the position? I suggest that it does not metter a tin of
fish whether this document i1s called a report or not. It produces to
the Council some information on which this Council certainly has to do
something. The very least that we can do, surely, is contained in the
last two paré.gra.phs of the Philippine proposal. We must note that the
South Afrlcan Government does not intend to send us any more reports
-- using the vord report in the sense of a fepor‘h which we can examine
as to conditions in the Territory -- and tell the Gemeral Assembly that
we have taken note of that fact, and we must ask the General Assembly
what it wants to do. It seews to me quite clear that we st put thils
item on the agenda -- and I hope that does notman that we are going
to spend hours and hours, after we have put i1t on the agenda, discussing
what ve are going to do about it, | ,

Is it not perfectly obvious that what we have got to say is that
the South African Government has decided that in its judgment -- good,
bed or indifferent -- it is not going to send the report it was
eXpected to send. it is for us to tell the General Assem}ﬂy that
fact for the Assembly to condemn, appleud, or do whatever it wishes to
do. Our duty is perfecfly plain, to report the matter to the General
Asseribly, To do that, we must put it on the agenda and I suggest that
to do that we do not need to waste hours and hours talking about it.

/The PEESIDENT:
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The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): I repeat that
if there is no objection, this item is put on the agenda., If there is
any formal objection to that inclusion, then we will take a vote on it,
but I feel that a vote is guite unnecessary.

Mr, HOOD (Australia): If the question is put on the
agends es the President has just suggested, what would be the significance
of that? Vould that entlitle the Council to discuss all aspects of
this question, or would 1t merely confine itself to action of the kind
suggested Just now by the representative of llew Zealand? That seems
to me to be an important consideration. | '

-

/Mr. INGIES:
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Mr. INGLES (Philippines): I do not wish to prolong unduly
this discussion, but, apart fram the other arguments slready advanced in
favour of the inclusion of this item on the agends, I shoudd liks to
refer to the fact that in this communication certein statements are
made which, in the view of my delegation, the Trusteeship Council should
take up in order to clarify metters at least. For exemple, this
communication states:

"...the submission of information" by the Union of South Afpica

"hes provided an opportunity to utilize the Trusteeship Council

end the Trusteeship Coumittee es a forum for unjustified criticiem

and censure of the Union Govermment's edministration, not only in

South West Africa but in the Union es well. Inferences end

deductions heve been drewn from the information submitted vhich

are quite inconsistent with facts end reaslitises."

Now the resolution which this Council epproved when it exemined
the lest report of the Unidn of South Africe was approved by this Council
by e clear majority vote. Tt is e rule, I prerume, in all legislative
bodles that on a question of privilege any member msy rise to s question
of privilege and reply to attacks such ss found in thie document. I am
sure this Council will not let pass this criticism without ettempting,
at least, to clarify the matter.

For that reason I submit that, es an sdditionsl srgument for the
inclﬁsi&n of this item on the sgenda, this Council should be given sn
opportunity to explasin the qemarks mede in this document submitted by the
Union Government, which, my delegstion believes, asre unjustified.

Mr. LAURENTIE (Frsnce) (Interpretstion from French): I think
that thls ltem 1s on the agenda. Therefore, I feel that the draft
resolution of thg Philippines is the onty .text
before us and it 1s that text to which I will meke certain observations.
Besides, I think that in the second parsgraph of the Philippine dreft
resolution -- which I em afraid is rather strong -- the sponsor said
"merely provided." I am efrsid that the text of the letter which we
received from South Africa did not say “mqrsly provided a forum for
unjustified...." I think thet it is rather exaggerated; - I do not
think we ought to help to pass that exsggeretion. ‘

Then, too, there is e second fector: that is to say that it ie truo
thet the Trusteeship Council has been a forum for criticism and censure

to the Union Government -- it is true. Ve cennot reproach the South

/Africsn Government
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Africen Covernment for reminding us of somsthing that is true. The only
word that I might query end that might hurt the sensibilities of the
Council is the word "unjustified,” because it is very possible that the
Council may feel that all the criticiem and all the censure levelled
againat the Union Government was Justified. '

But as far ss I personslly sm concerned, I sm convinced that the
Trusteeship Council does not share thet opinion end that the Trusteeship
Council hes definitely been the_forug wherein certain Justified criticisms
and censures were levelled against?government of the Union of South
Africa. T do not think we need underline very especisally certain terms
which are not injurious to the Council; they are not perjorative; they
ere not disagreeeble; on the coatrary, they express the tone, the
temperament, the tenor of the debate held in the Council --
stetements that were directed sgasinst the Government of the Union of
South Africs, but that did not belie facts. _

If, for example, we were to abandon that movement end that
tendency end take up a draft, . for example, that had nothing particular
in it;;Qére we to leave this sside, what would happen? We aré_drawing
the sttention of the General Assembly to something that, foliowing the
suggestion of the Secretary-General, the Gensral Assembly itself will
be taking up to considef, snd, followling that, of course thers is nothing
left for us to do.

I agree that this matter is on the agenda, but only so that we will
include in our report something to esay that we have received no report
and we are very sorry that we did not receive a report from the chernmant
of the Union of South Africa. We can express our'points of view and
say thet we ere sorry that we did not receive s report.

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): Regarding the

Philippine draft resolution, thors ere two paragraphs that we must "’ (

- agree with: +the flrst end the last -~ the first paragreph, which sajs
that "HAVING EXAMINED certein information tvensmitted to the United
Nstions by the Government of the Union of South Africa under letter

deted 11 July 19%9," that 1s true; and the lest paregraph, which says:
"INFORMS the General Assembly that the refusal of the Union Govermment
to submit further reports precludes the Council from.exerciéing further
the functions envisaged for it in the resolution," +that is perfectly true.

There 1s, .thereforez:, in this resolution certain positive elements,
because they merely state facts. :

- /My, SAYRE
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Mr. SAYRE (United States of America): I hold no brief for the

Union of South Africe. I regret excesdingly that it hae decided -- as
'apparently it hes -- to send no further report to the United Netions.

Nevertheless, I find myself in egreement with what the representstivs
of Frence seid -- thet is to sey, apperently we cgreed in the session of
Vednesdey, 15 June, ss set forth in document T/SR 165, in accordance with
_th_é suggestion of Mr. Victor Hoo, who, as Assistent Secretary-Gemeral,
was then presiding, thet we would insert & sentence in the report to the
Genersl Assembly to the effect that, not having received the report from
- the Union of South Africa, we would be uneble to cerry out the requests
contained in resolution 227 (III). - To do that surely does not require
a resolution; to do that surely requires nothing more than the drafting
of such & sentence by the Secretariat, inserting it in the repcrt,land
the finel vote adopting the report, which we send to the Cenersl Assembly.

True enough, languege has been used in document AJ/929 which I
would agree with mhe representetive of the Philippines is immoderate
languege; meny would consider it unfortunate lenguage. Nevertheless,
surely the Trustéeship Council does not want to put itself in the
pdsition of having to pass a resolution whenever unkind remarks are
made ebout the Council. Surely we know that not only unkind but
scurrilous utterances are made time efter time. Surely it is not the
province of the Trusteeship Council to weste ite time by passing
resolutions condemning such statements. We have other, more important
things to do.
o For those reasons, I intend to ¥ote ageinst the Philippine resolution,
not beceuse there is anything which I consider reprehensible in that
resolution, but becasuse I consider a resolution entirely unnecessary. '
I coneider the former agreement which we reached on 15 June, as suggested
by the then presiding President, Mr. Victor Hoo, as the proper solution,
not requiring e resolution. TFor that reesscn, I for ome shall vote

ageinst such a resolution as we have before us presented by the

representetive of the Philippines. /My, SOLDATOV
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Mr. SOLDATOV (Uaion of Scviet Socialist Republics) (Interpretation
from Russian): I can ese that we have started consideration of +hoe '
resclution of the Philippiné delegaticn., I wish only to say thet, in
view of the fa,t that I received this draft resolution only recently, at
the meeting, I ‘shall not be in a position to participate in the consideration
of this draft, as I have not had t¢ms to study it. In particular I shall
not be_in a position to vote on the resolution, and I would therefore request
that the consideration and vote on it be postponod until tomorrow, end that
we should now pass on to the next item on ths agenda.

Mr, RYCKMANS (Belgium) (Interpretation from French): I ask myself
whether there was a procedural error on the part of the Assistant Secretary-
General, in issuing'zhe . @rohm6nad: on grsen paper, which is the peper of
the Trusteeship Council. Now I see that the Assistant Secretary-General
followed & perfectly correct procedure.

Thers 1s a document of the Trusteeship Council which transmites it o
the General Asssubly. The paper whaich we have is the Gensral Assewbly. In
other words, we get a copy of a document sent to the General Assemblj. Ve
should therefore be very careful in calling the attention of the General
Assewbly to the fact that we have received a copy of a letter addressed to it.

We ehall be interfering with matters which ere not in our purview.

The General Assembly receives this document on its own particular paper,

We get a copy of this document, and then we inform the General Assembly

thet we have received this copy. It seems to me ridiculous and I fully

egree with the representatives of France and the Uaited States that the only

action we can teke today i1s to say in our report that the mission referred

to us by the General Assembly, by such-and-such a Resolution, was impossible.
We could not implement this Resolution for we did not receive the information

and reports.

Mr., HOOD (Austrelia): I hops that any suggestion of postponing
this matter will not be accepted by the Coumsil as a whols, especially with
eny implication that, after postponement, we should consider one or more
draft resolutions baged on the hypothetical inclusion of this item in the
agsnda. ‘

. I find it difficult to perceive any reason whatsoeverlwhy 1t should be
thought that this is a matter for the agenda of this Council, in the sense
that it 1s en item for discussion. I speek now entirely from the procedurai
point of view. I do not wish to trespass at all ox the substance of the

question.
/As the representative
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As the repressatative of Selgium has .‘Just now, for a second time,

most cle&rly pointed out, this is an Asaem‘bf!y metter which has been
' propemy brought %o the notice of the Council by the Secretariat; but
no* more than that The regueect was made vy the General Assmb..y to tus

Goverﬂment of the Union of South Africa, snd the reply of that Gove'f'nne.:t

kas been addreseed, in proper order, to the Secretary-General.for

transmission to the Genera.l Assembly, £8 I sce 1%, in no conceivable
vay can this Council .‘Eaka aﬁbatantive not..:lce of that communication, "It
can take note of it but it is not called upon to do more. .

“ The orly reqa.es‘b mede of this Council by ths General Agsembly was
" to exemins information, if recelved; and pass coumment upon 1t. That
informetion not having been received there is nothing for the Council

to do. I can s2e no grounds whavsoever for centinuing even the discussion
of the procedural aspect of hkis,

My, KHALIDY (Iraq): Tkis is ome case in vhich I truly believe
thexre is not much 'd.ifi‘erence between both gides; I mean, the right and
the left} sides, It is not a case of aaying the left was mever right,
because this time the left is right and the right is right too.

'Dhe gusstion is whether the representatlve of Belgium, and for .
that tna.‘bter , the representa.tive of the United Statea, too, would like to
insert a paragraph in the report of the Council to the General Assembly
to the effect that we are unable to proceed with our cha.rge because ths
Union Government has no‘b supplied the information, and this 1s thelr letter.

The resolution on the table W poraticelly Thalgamm evness,
with one exceptiom, of course, that it is true that it is coached in
rather strong terms hore and there. But if we eliminate thesze strong
tormy perhaps we could get a version which would corrsspo:tzd exactly to
the end that we desire, _ _

If we took out the second and third ﬁa:agra.phs it would leave the
purpoee of our disdussibn inta.bt, but it would eliminate all the unnecessar:
meteriel from this resolution. The Prosident himeelf seid that the £ir::
ard last peregraphs are the most important ones. ,

I do not think we would Injur elthexr ourpurpose or our methods by
adopting a resolu‘cion, realistic and practicable, and to that effect I
think that our dii‘fioult;r is solved -- unless I am mistaken.

[Mr. NORIEGA
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Mr. NORIEGA (Mexico) (Interpretation from Spanish): The epeech
we heerd from the representative of Belgium surprised me; in the usual
pleasant way as when one gets somcthing good from the hands of the police.
His discovery that this document comss on General Assemg§?7?; swprising.
It is & beautiful discovery. _ _ '

But this suggestion that benapée this letter, with the emnexes, which
are reports, comes to us on paper é%ggﬂ¥§fé¥%én, we should not considexr it,
amused we. It reminds me of a story that I told to the Council once, but I
think I may as well tell it again,

Dﬁring a plaegue of cholera, a men was taken off by the grave-diggers.
While he was being teken from the hospital to the grave-yard, he got up from
his stretcher and sald: "Where are you teking met" They said: "Where do
you think? We are going to bury you's So the man asked: "Whers? Why2".
They replied: "Because you are dead." "But", said the man, "I em not desd.
I am alive.” But they said: "No, the doctor knows, and he says you exe
dead, o0 you are dead."Obviously the doctor knows best."

This is the case here, with the white and the green paper. The coloux
of the paper has nothing to do with the decision taken by the Council. We
have something to discuss here ard I thought we had started, end that we
were going towards the resolution. I therefore beg the representative of
Belgium not to harp too much on the colour of the paper.

Let us discuss it, whether 1t be on white or on green paper. The
Philippine resolution is also on white paper. Iet us adopt it then, or
let us discuss it, Whichever way it is, we shall have to inform the
General Assembly about it, '

_ Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) (Interpretation from French): I wish to
say Just one word to the representative of Iraq. He eaid that if we take
awvay the second and third paragraphs we shall teke off the upnscessary thing
and he comes to the conclusion that the following is necesgsary:

"CALLS attention of the General Asgsembly to
The fact that the Union Government hes now, according to its
letter of 11 July 1949, given effect to its intentions to bring

Tl | '
which calls the attention of the General Assembly to a letter which is a
reply to a recommendation of the General Assembly, and which is addressed
to 1t, and we receive only a copy. Why is it necessary? Is it really
essential? ‘

/The PRESITENT

P S S
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The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): T thought
that the representative of Iraqg had proposed that we delete

Peragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of the resolution, keopin8 only paregraphs

1l and 5, That is what I had understood.

Mr, RYCKMANS (Belgium) (Interpretation from French):
Wo suggostoed that it be 3included in the report.

Mr. SOLDATOV. (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (Inter-
pretation from Russien): T repcat my request.

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): It is o
use for the ropresentative of the Soviet Union to repeat his
request; T heard it, I took note of it, and we cannot put it
to the voto as we ave discussing it. Of course, if the represen-
tetive of the Soviet Union wants 24 hours to elapse before we
decide on thie mattor by o vote, then in accordanse with the
rules of procedure we shall do so, Bubt we can continue debating
it.

Meanwhile, I think the Council can very well do with
fifteen minutes rest. We shall have a fiftoen minute recess
and. reconvene in & quarter of an hour.

The meeting recessed at 4.31 p.m. and resuned at 4.55 p.n.
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The PRESIDENT (Interprotation from French): Since some
members of the Council have requested postponoment of the itom on
the agenda that we had been discussing before the recess, we will
pursue this matter tomorrow and we will now go on to anothcr point
on the agenda -- I refer £o the revision of the rules of procecdure.
REVISION OF THE RUIES OF PRCCEDURE (Discussion continued).

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): Members of
“the Council have had distributed to them a proposcd interpretation
of rule 99 by the representative of the United Kingdom. I suggest
the Council take up this matter now before going on to the report
on the Pacific Islands which has been presonted by the drafting
committec.

Sir Alan BURNS (Unitcd Kingdom): As far as I know, thore
has been no distribution of any'documont. I have simply submitted
what I consider might be a satisfactory intecroretation of rulec 99.
With the President's permission, I shall read the draft I have
suggested:

"The Secretery-General, in transmitting céﬁics of Visiting

Missions' reports to the Administering Authorities and to other

mombers of the Trusteeship Council, shall do this by separate

communication to each delegation and not by circulatlon as a

Trusteeship Council document.

"Six weeks after the receipt of the report by the Adminis-
~tering Authority responeible for the Territory reported on, the
‘report, together with such observations as may have been rcceived
from the Administering Authority concernecd, may be circulated as
a Trustecship Council document."

I merely suggest that this should be an interpretation which the
President of the Council may wish to put. I am not suggesting that
the rule itsclf should be amended in any way. It would be quite
sufficient if an understanding were arrived at in the Council and a
ruling made by the Presidont.

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): May I ask the

Asslistant Sccrotary-Genoral for his viows on this proposcd interpretation?

Mr. HOO (Assistant Secrectary-Genoral): If the Council so
decides -- I suppose it will be a rosolution on the interpretation of
rule 99 -- it could be handled in the following way. We could send
to each member of the Council one or two copies of the report which

/would be reproducod
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would bo roproduced in ditto like the working papcrs of soms Sub-
committoes and not as a numbered document of the Trusteeshlp Council,
But, as I said this morning, the Secretariat cannot guarantee against
any lookage, especially on the part of delegat.iona. I do not know

how it will work éut in practice. We may be assailed by the Journalists
in cefta.in casos 1f they learn that the rcpbrt of a particular visiting
mission is especlally interecsting, but technically we could proceed in
that way. ' '

/The PRESIDENT
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The  PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): After the explon-
atlon that we have just reccived from the Assistant Secrotory.-Gonoral
I feel that the interpretetion that will be given to rule 99, following
the proposal made by the reprosentotive of the United Kingdom, would be
an additioncl guarantee that the report, until it is publié%ad, cen be
restric%gdtig ?%gigggtribution; in other worde, limited to the number
of membors in the Council, As the Ascictont Secretapyaceneral hos
sald, the Secrctariat will not have to tcke the responcibility of what
may happen,because something mey heppen; & certcin number of the
documents must be distributcd to the merbers of the Council enyway.

The only thing the Sccretariat con do ig to do everything in its power
€0 thot the report of o Mission will be held as a document §
for limited or restricted distribution. Besides tho documente vhich
the Secretorict will keep for its own neede there will be o cufficient
number printed to give one to each member of the Council,

~ They will not be put into circulation, ag Sir Alan Burns cuggests,
g documents of the Trusctoechip Council, until the Trusteeship Council
hte 1tcelf token up the mnetter and discussed it., Thie would give .
the roport o confidenticl choracter until the Trusteeshlp Council hes
token. up the matter,

If the Council agrees with this interpretotion it could be

included in the records of our meeting and the Secretary-General will
rcduce the distribution as much as possible, |

Mr, INGLES-(Philippinos):- In order to be in a position fully
to oppreciate all the implicatione of the proposal presented by the
_ roprecentetive of the United Kingdom, it may be adviecble in the first
vlacc to review the recaronsfor the sending out of Visiting Miscions,
cnd also‘roview the pogition of Vieciting Micoionc in the fremework of
the International Trusteeschip Systemn.,

The Visiting Mission ie cn ogency of the Trusteoship Council
recognized by the Chorter, 1in order to enablc the Council, omong
other things, to see for itself the conditions obtaining in the Trust
Torritories. It is o fact-finding body and ic responsible only to
the Council. The only intervention of an Adminietering Authority, ag
contemplated in the Charter, is to agree to the periods of such visit.
Once the vieit is mede the Visiting Mission is cccountoble only to the
Council, and while the Council allows the Adminiectering Authority to
submit corments on the report of the Visiting Mission thot report stands
ag submitted, lrrespective of the oboervations of any other body.

’ g e : | / This fact



ILT /i T/21V.1:9

Thiz foet woe confirmacd by thic Council when it took cction on the
Tuport of the Viciting Miceion to Evst africc in 1948, in which it
' cndoreed oll the recomundctions of the Viglting Miccion in the
Conse thot 1t ccked the Aduinictoring Authority to tcke these rocoumond.
-ttione into coneiderction, .

Undcr rule 99 of our yulco of Procedure, ce cmended, the Micoion
ncy cuthorize the Scerot: .ry—Guncrvl to rclorow itc roport in cuch fom
“and ot cuch dete o it mey doem Guproprictc, It cleo cuthorlzes the
‘Council to Publich the roport of the Council with roepect to the report
Of the Viclting Micseion, oo well ce the cormentc of the :d.ninictc.ring
Authority, '

It chould be obgerved thot 1t ig ong thing for the 'Vic,iting
Miceion to cuthorize the Secrctory- Gs..ncrcl to releace 1tw roport, and

cnother thing for the Tructcechis Council to publich the p‘bserm.-.tions
of the Council itoclf on the rcport, toguthor with the commients of the
adminictoring Avthority,. In the first coce 1t ic not nececoory to
twait the camwents of t.hé adudnlcterdng authority, bocauce cuch
- relecey’ 1o nocucttry preciscly ih order to tllow the membors of the
Council, including the Asdminictoring suthority, to rocolve coples of
the roport of the Vieiting Miccion, It is only in the cecond Inctance
where 1 ds vwoesidble to cwalt the comacnts of the 'a'xdiainif:toring
Authority for sublicotion, togethor with the comneéntc of the Council
itoeclf,

With "““{ﬁgtc&?n C‘?hs releo ele of the report of the Vigiting Miscion

to the membore,/ there ic no gquection that they aror ¢ . - wo
- cntitled to 1t co o ncbbor of right. The Vieiting Miccion, buing tn
vgont of the Council, reporte only to its Jl_Jrinci'-):l ::-n@. to no other
body, end 1. ic within the comuctence of the membere of tho Council to
dced with the roport of the Viciting Micclon in the germe remmer ot 1t
trecte cny other docwent of the United Nations. - .

With recpoct.to the ruquest thot the report be not icsued to the
prece, for cxample, ond thot the report be trected ce confidenticl
uatil the comments of the Ldninistering Authority crc recoived, Iy
delegetion doce not sec eny cound reccon for cuch sccrccy-' It chould
be obgorved thet once the report of the Viciting Miss_ion 15 rendered to
the Council ite work is cnded. The rcquect for sccrecy has therefore
nothing to do with protecting the Viciting Miccion from criticicm or
outeide rrecsure; mnelther hoe it anything to do with protecting the
Council iteclf fron outeido influence.

/ Vet pocsible
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Yinct poseible recgon 1s thore then for inciscting on ceercey with
respect. to the report of the Vieciting Mission until the corments of
tho. Adminictering suthority heve been roceived?  One receon cdvanced
during our diccuecione was thet that would allow the Adminictering
Authority to rcply to any unfair oriticisms that might be dirccted
cerinet it 4n the report of the Vieiting Miceion,belore the roport ic
mede public. But coneldoring thut tho Visiting Misolon ic compoged
of 2n equsl number of Aduministoring cnd non-:ﬁ.dr:ﬁnistéring Authorities
is there cny receon to fear tact itc roport might be welghted cgeinst
the Adminiestering Authority?: '

/ If it ic ccoumed



RIB/AH o/P.V. 189
- 61

If 1t 1s assumed that the report of the visiting mission might
be unfair to the Administering Authority end, hence, the Administering
Authority should have its comments published at the same time as the
report, it should also be assumed that the report might be unfair
to the people of the Trust Territory concerned in the sense that it
does not depiet accurately the conditions in the Trust Territory
and, therefore, the ﬁeople in the Trust Territories should have en
'ggggl right as the Administering Authority to be heard by this Council et th
/time as the Administering Authority, After all, they are the ones
most directly concerned and their intercst is acknowledged by the
Administering Authority es paremount.

Tmmediate release of the roeport of the visiting mission ahoﬁld,
therefore, give not only the Administering Authority but also the
people of the Trust Territory an equal chance to be informed of the
contents of seld report and to contest any conclusions or findings
of such which they may consider neither fair nor correct from their
often divergent points of view. "

Tt should be observed further that, as membere of the Council,
the Administering Authorities have regular representatives on the
Council to give their side of the case at any time. Representatives
and experts of the Administering Authority accompany the wvisiting
mission and are often in constant consultation with the members thereof.
The Administering Authority is also entitled to send a speciel
representative during the discussion of the report of the visiting
misseion. On top of that the Govermment of the Administering Authority
is given the extra privilege of sending in commente on the report of
the visiting mission.

On the other hand, the people of the Trust Te:ritories only
have the right of sending petitiﬁns to the Council. How can they
exercise that right effectively in respect of the report of the
visiting mission 1f they are not given the same chance as the
Administering Authorities to know the contents of the report through
the prompt release thoreof? If the Council, as & body, is to make
any observations on the report of the visiting mission, arrive at
concluslons with respect to the report and formulate recommendations,
would it not be edvissble for the Council to have before it at the
same time not only the comments of the Administering Authority but
also the comments of the people who may live in the Trust Territory

concernsd.

/It would seem

i\l
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It would nesm to my delegation, therefore, that the ﬁroposal
of the United Fingdom delegation is asking us to lay too much stress
on privileges o be accorded to the Administering Authority at the
sacrifice of the already meégre rights now enjoyed by the people of
the Trust Territories before the Council. For this reason my
delegation is opposed to the interpretation sought to be incorporéted
in rule 99 of our rules of procedure by the delégation of the United
Kingdom. ' ' '

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics)
(Intarpretation from Russian): The delegation of the Soviet Union
cannot agree to any changés in the existing-rule 99 of the rules of
procedure in the direction suggestéd.hy the United Kingdom delegation.

If one is to speak of any changes iﬁ this rule 99 or any other
rule of procedure then one should endeavour to reflect to a greater_
extent the care of the Trusteeship Council with regard to the interests
of the native populations of Trgst Territories and such an approach
would certainly be jJustified. o ‘

As you will remember, at the fourth session of the Trusteeship
Council appropriate proposals were introduced which were in this
direction -- several delegations introduced them -- proposals which
were intended to give the.populationsof the Trust Territories the
opportunity to express thelr views at the meetings of the Trusteeship
Councll but these proposals were not accepted in view of the position
of the representatives of the Administering Authorities.

At the present time the populations of Trust Territories have
only very limited opportunities to express béfore the Trusteeship
Council their views and to defend their points of view there. One
could say that the populations of the Trust Territorios cen only
passively inform the Trusteeship Council of their complaints or
express their wishes and requests. _

The populations of the Trust Territories do~not have the
poseibility to defend their intereste before the Trusteeship Council
in a due manner. Moreover, even when the petitions are considered
-- petitions which come from the native populations of the Trust
Territories ~- very often we have a situation when, on one or another
pretext, proposals are being introduced -- and sometimes these
proposals are accepted -- that this or that petition is not complete,
additional information is necessary elthough everything is clear, then

/not only a decision
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not only a decision is being stt?oned but very often consideration
of the petition is postponed sine die. Therefore the available means
through which the populations of the Trust Territories can express
their requests and their compleints to the Trusteeship Courcil are
entirely insufficient. Moreover the populations of the Trust Territories
cen address petitions to the visiting missions of the Trusteeship
Council but in this case, as well, the experlence of the work of
the fourth session of the Trusteeship Council,and of the Fifth session,
proves that requests and complaints of the native populatidns of the
Trust Territories very often do not receive the necessery solution
and, in any case, not a quick solution. '

In fact, at the fourth session of the Trusteeship Council the
roport of the Visiting Mission to East Africa was conesldered only
in a preliminary menner. At the fifth session it was decided in
goneral not to consider the substance of +this report although there
wes a previous decision to consider it in substence. The consideration
of the petitions received by the Visiting Mission was not done
properly and, therefore, the result is that even this means -- the
Vieiting Mission, with the help of which one would think that the
native population of a Trust Territory could refer to the Trusteeship

Councll their complaints and formulate their requests =-- experience
shows is ihsufficient.

/Now a proposal
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llow a proposal is introduced that even this insufficient means
should be put under the control of the Administering Authority of the
Trust Territory. In other words, the question is raised that the
Trusteeship Council should be denied the ‘opportunity, in addition to
the Administering Authority, to obtain information on the real
eltuation in the Trust Territory'. Everything must be' put undexr the
control and under a kind of censorship of the Administering Authority.
Even an orgen of the Trusteeship Council which, as the Council knows,
now consists of two representative of Administering Authorities and
two representatives of non-adminiatering pOVErS == even such a body,
notwithstanding the fact that the Administering Authorities are fully
represented on it -- there is a tendency Tor it to be put under the full
control of the Administering Authority which bears the responsibility for
the Trust Territory.

The delegation of the Soviet Uniozi cannot agree with this tendency.
We are of the opinion that this tendency will not further the effective
work of the Trusteeship Council in fulfilment and iniplementation of the
objectives of the International Trusteeship System as they are expressed
in the Charter of the United Nations.,

The delegation of the Soviet Union is of the opinion that there are
are no reasons whatsoever to revise rule 99 of our rules of 'proced.ure in
the direction suggested by the delegation of the United Kingdom and is of
the opinion that there is no reason to interpret this rule in such a
manner as is suggested by the representative of the United Kingdom.

A Visiting Mission is an organ of the Trusteeship Council and the
work of this body cannot be subjected to the interests of an Administering
Authority. There can be no question of the Acministering Authority mnot
having the power to express its views fully. The Administering Authority
has the tullest opportunity to do this; it can do it to a hundred or
verhaps a thousand times greater extent than the native populatiom of
the Trust Territories. _

The delegation of the Soviet Union cannot agree with the proposal
to interpret rule 99 in a mammer directed towards 'circwnscri'bing the
opportunities and possibilities which enable the Trusteeship Council
--even in a limited manner -- to find out the real needs and complaints
of the native populetions of the Trust Territories. ~ Therefore the
Soviet delegation objJects to the suggested interpretation of rule 99 of

o] le f ure,
ur rules of Pproced /Sir Carl BERENDSEN:



EIG/ah T/PV 189

67

Sir Cerl BEREIDSEN (New Zeelend): I would like the
opportunity to oﬁ‘er a few moderate obeervatiom on this very :Interesting
question. .

I em in . gensxal agreement, of course, with the point of view
expressed by the representative of the United Kingdom, but I am perhaps
less of an optimist than he 1s, and I have tho gravest doubts whether,

- even 1f the Council could be prevailed upon to agree--as I hope they will
-- to this proposal, the effect will be what is anticipated.

My experience of life may have been a little dismal,but it has been
my experience that where the press 1s awere that a report has been made
and where there are in existence actual written coples of that report,
the press will get it .ond publish it, or alternatively publish what
they think ought to heve been in that report. In which case, it might
well prove to be the fact that it is better to let +the press have the
report. Indeed, we have actually faced that situation in the course of
o'ur' experlence,. |

But on the whole I believe -- end I wish to be perfectly moderate,
I em not trying to be deductive or to force a point of view upon anyone
-- and T speak as one with considerable experience of the matter, that
it would be better, before the report of a visiting mission is published

to have, and to publish at the seme time, the comments of the Administering
Authoxrity.

i

I wvant to make. it pexfectly plein that there is no suggestion in
any quarter, as has been represer{ted by the representative of the Soviet
Union, that the Council is to be prevented from receiving the visiting
nission's report until the Administering Authority is in a position to
coment, No such suggestion has been made. Any such sizggesfion would
be ridiculed out of court..‘ What 1s suggeated}'bhat before the report
is published -- given to the world -- the commente of the Administering
Authority should be received, provided they are sent in within a
reasoneble time -- there should be no loophble for recalcitrance ==

‘end published et the same time,

Why? This 1s vhy I think that i’s the proper course to adopt,
and I do not expect all mombers of the Council to agree with me but
I hope they will give me credit fgf'w fides in this matter as I
have formed this conclusion out of what ﬁppe_ars to me to be solid
ground, First of all because of the methods adopted by this Council
for visiting missions. ' '

JA1l my life
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All my life I have been misunderstood. It is a very great cross
to bear; I try to bear it. The impression has got ebroad in this
Council amongst some of my most valued colleagues that I am opposed to
visiting missions, I look to my old friend Mr. Noriega and I say to
him that that 1s so far from being the cese that what I vant to see is
bigger and better visiting missions., I am a convinced supporter' of +the
principle of visiting missions, If I had my way -- and I an not saying
this for the first time -- I would make it compulsory for every person
sitting round this teble to visit evexry Trust Territory. Is that
opposition to visiting missions?

If I had my way I would take my old friend Mr, Noriega, put my arm
in. his and say " You end I are going to every single one of those Trust
Territories, and when we come back we shall be in a better position to
telk ebout these places than we were when we had never seen them at all.,"

My first doubt about the present arrangement for visiting missions
-- and I speak as the most convinced supporter of the principle of
visiting missions -- is this: +that not enough of us go to the Trust
Territories, not enough of us become menbers of those visiting missions
and certainly not enough of us come back and resume our seats at this
table with the advantage of the information we have gained.

Thet 1s my first criticism. My second criticism is this -- and
it is inherent in the constitution of the body. I am not suggesting
we can alter it, but I think it is a real difficulty, that those
people who go on the visiting missions, speaking generally, know
nothing at all about the area that they are visiting. Two of them
represent Administering Authorities -- and I am not sure that that is
a good plan, I hatethe distinction in this Council between Administering
powers and non-administering powers; I have always hated it and I beg_
to suggest that the more we can bury that distinction the more valuable
and lasting work we will do.

/But if that
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But if thet is the wish, two of the members of these Visiting
Missions ere, by the decision of the Council, to be representatives of
the -Administering Powers, and one sssumes that they heve had some
experience with some backwerd peoples socmewhere. But they have never
had eny experience at all, by hypothesis, of the countries that they are

€oing to visit, end bthe other two -- snd I em not belittling their

celibre, I have ti, utmogt edmiretion for everybody eround this table end

for the members of the Visiting Mission -- slmost without doubt never have
seen a colony or a Trust Territory or eny backwerd people whetsocever.

I am bound to say that I think that some of my collesguee around
this teble, snimated by the noblest of motives, asre inclined to the
opinion thet ell peoples of the world, including those in the Trust
Territories, are of the seme high degree of education end development
as the gentlemen who sit sround this teble. Of course, if thet were 80,
there is no excuse for the Trusteeship System whatsoever. But thet of
course 1s not so.

: What do we find here? We find four people selected to vieit e
Territory, end I repeat I am in favour of any four people visiting a
Territory. If you sent the four biggest fools, the four most ignorent
pecple 1in the world to visit a Territory, it is better then not having e
Vieiting Mission. But let us look at it now. They go there. How
long do they go for? Now I gm reslly c'oming to something that works
me up. How long do.they go for?

The peobla of the world, the public at large will not belleve it;
they will ﬁever know, but how long do they go for, to study the needs,
the infinitely complicated requirements of hundreds of thousands of
fellow humen boings? How long do they go for? You would never make
anybody btelieve it == they"go for two weeks! For two weeks! People
who have never seen the Territory before visit the place for two weeks.

A1l right. Two weeks 1s infinitely better than two days, but two
weeks is quite inadequate to ensble the best-informed person to arrive
at firm, substantial conclusions.

Do not misunderstsnd me and do not misrepresent me. I do not
care who the members of the Misslon sre. Any members ere vetter tham
none. Do not ssy that I am opposing Visiting Missions -- I like them.
Two wooks is & lot better than two days, but not nsarly as good as two
months, and not neerly es certain as two years.

You must not assume -= gnd I sm afraid that scme pecple do assume ==
that the people who ere sdministering these Territories are opprossors ana

are there to do an injury to these people, I have seen more colonies,

/I venture to
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I venture to suggest, than most people eround this table. I have never
geen that. I have seen people of the highest character, animasted by
the ubdest and broadest humsnitarien principles, trying to do theif best.
They have been there, many of them, for generations. They have scen
these problems burgeoning from the beginning. They have seen ths
difficulties of putting things right; they are actually handling humen
beings, and there is mo kittler-—» cattle 1n.this world than humasn beings.

You can lead & horse to water; Jyou cannot make him drirk. You can
lead a human being to anything that you want him to do, but if you try
to lead him, that is Jjust exactly what he will not do. That is a
principle that has got to be understood.

| The point I em trying to meke is this: that if you had the most
competent people in the world in these Vigiting Missions -- sand I em not
for a moment asserting, do not let enyone say that I em esserting, that
they are incompetent; I sm not asserting that -- who had never been to
the place before and you put them there for two weeks, if you hed
four Ingleses or four Noriegss, or, as I sald the other day, four Eoos
or four Einsteins, it is inevitsble, it is completely inevitsble and
inescepable that they will make scme error in expressing in fifty or
one hundred pages what they heve decided in two misereble weeks.

I do not mind about errors; we see plenty of errors, and I who
speak to you am a past mester in making them. I do not mind errors, but
there are some errors that you can erase and say, "Well, I made a misteke
and that's okay. We'll just wash it out and stert egein.” When you
ere dealing with the Authority, the country that 1s responsible for a
backwerd people, you are dealing with scmething that has a considerable
degree of fragility, and if you criticize an Administering Authority -- end
I am all for criticizing them; I em for ths fullest possible criticiem,
incléding ry own country; I have been in tke forefront of criticizing
oy own country, aud I am happy enough to Jjoin in. critieizing any country =--
for something which you consider to be wrong, then you ere dealing with
something that has potentialitiss of extreme mischief and you must be
. Bure you are right. You must not destroy or mitigste suthority unless

you are sure you sre right. '

-Which of the four people who hesve never sesn this country before
will go there for two weeks -- let me repeat it -- two weeks, and cen be
sure 1ln every case that what they are saying is right? - We know -- every
sensible person knows~--that we cannot be sure they are right.

If it were not for that fact, I would say,"Publish at once," and
in eny case, as I gaid before, I do not think it metters what you try to do

/1f you do try
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if you do try to do it, it has got to be publiched anywey. But if you
could poseibly arrange it so that any potential error , with its : )
POtenti_al mischlef atteched to it, is cought before it is published, then
surely everybody will sgree that that would be so much the better, end
that, as I understsnd it, is ell that is proposed. _

Let the Visiting Mission go there. . For my pert, send as many as
you possibly cen. Send sll these people there; meke them go. Vhat
8 remerkable man our collesgue My, Noriegas would be if he had sctuslly
been to these places and seen the pecple, and come beck end convince us
of everything he saw.

I wieh I had seen these places. I do not feel that I am reelly
eble to spesk with suthority about e Territory and sbout & people that I
have not seen, beceuso I have known hew infinitely difficult I found 1t
to arrive st correct conclusions with this 1little haﬁdful of marvellous
People over whom we have the Ajministering Authority -- despite the fect
that I had had fifteen yeers experience, You do not say, "Well now,
that!s right end therefore we will do it"3 you ssy to yourself, "I
wondar what's right? I must think of this end I must think of that end -
the next thing, end then when I have decided vaet I ocught to do, then
I have got to ask myself, 'Cen I do it? Can you lead thet particular
horse to water, emd if so, will he drink?' '

I wonder 1f I em boring the Council? I don't mind if I am,

I yemember once in one of our territories -- end it wes not &
Trust Territory -- we wished to initiate a senitation acheme . Not;hing
could be more bemeficiel; nothlng could be less open to eny debate; "Is
it good or is it bad? Every person on this eerth would sey thet it was
good, end we had money. I had forgottea cme thing: I had forgotten
humen nature. - _ 5 - _

When we said to the pecple, "We want you to use this enitation '30‘1’1'1-“,'
what heppened? No, they had their own custcms, snd I honour customs too.

It has taken the best part of & querter of a century to induce these
people to abesndon their old customs end to take as their own custom e
new custom, an obviously. sensible and helpful system of sanitation.

When you sre dealing with human beings you ere deeling with sqméthirg
that 1s extremely difflcult. You have not only got to decide what is right;
you heve got to decide whether you can do it, end the furtnor question of
who is going to pey for it, end that is not a minor thing et ell. You.
have got to find tke money for all these thinge, and 1t does not come from
the people concerned sny more than s minute fractiom.

/Ali I would went
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All T would want to see -= and I do not expect to see i1t -- is that
the Visiting Mission, when they mske their report after hearing everybody
vho wants to speak to them seying everything they want to say snd the:
report putting in every single thing that the Mission wants to say --
if posslble, let us check it up to some extent with the Administering |
Power. If there is any obvicus error, let us cut that error out before
it 1s published in case of mischief that might be done, Thet is the
utmost that I would wish to see done.

But I do wish to clear myself with my old friend, Mr, Noriege.
I do not want him to feel that I am opposed to Visiting Missions. I
au the most enthusiesstic supporter of Visiting Missions sitting eround
this teble, and I wish I could bring it sbout thet everyone of us went
to everyone of those Territories and stayed there, not two weeks, but
at least two months. '

/My, NORIEGA
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Followiug Sir Cerl Bererdsen's reasoning, why does the United Nations
send commiesions to the Balkans and Korea? Why did the United Nations send
& truce commission to mediate between India and Pekistan? According to Sir
Carl Berendsen we ars sending fools, peopie who have no possible kncwlsdge
of faocte, and people who know nothing ebout enything and camnot solve local
problems because they were not brought up urongst them and did not know them.

I am efraid that Sir Cerl Berendsen is labouriné under & wisepprehension,
and this misapprehension leads him to state that the report of any missicn
must first be known to the Administering Authority, because at least 50% of
the observations will have to be corrected. I should like to ask this: do
the Commiseions of the United Netions, sent to foreign countries, have to
consult with the Governmants in whose countries they have worked, or the
Governments referred to in the reﬁorte? I should like to have one precedent
established vwhereby a commigsion of the United Nations was forced to consult
with Governments regarding ite réport‘before it wae eble to publish thet
report. There is no such thing.

I do not think thét thie 18 right, The Trusteeship Council has enough
secrets. Thenewspepers have bemn silent enough on the work of the Trusteesghip

Council, We have been in limbo long enough. Very seldom do we find allusions
made to the work of the Trusteeshlp Council in the newspapers. We have had

allusions cast that this is a boring body of people, that does nothing:; that
nothing happens here and we are all letharglc; +that we discuss inanities
and in the most lengthy and tedious manner possible.

I do not think that this Council was established to give a theatrilcal
representation, so that newspapermen could come here and roll in the aisles
with leughter. No, we were not coastituted for that. We were constituted - ’
for watters of study, to investigate and analyze. I think that the Council
is trying to carry out its work to the best of its ability.

I thiak that newspapermen will nbvpr get hold of the news that one of
the speakers here has teken hold of the microphkone and thrown it at another.
That type of sensational news will not be made in the Council. But certain
seneational news has been left behind -- sensational news whereby workers
earn 1% cents a day, That is sensational., But the newspepermen have over-
looked that. That is s.ppaﬁ:'en'bly not enough of a scoop.

I insist that we cannot adopt any new rule of proceduie which will
restrict the freedom of the publication of reports, end I say tals by virtue

of the fact that if we adopted such a rule we would be going counter to the
principles of freedom of information which govern and regulate the work of

[the United
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the United Nations. Whether the report be foolish or intelligent, it is

_neverthele 88 & report that must be freely published.

I also want to ask whether, in England, criticisms 1evelled. ageinst
‘l:he Goverrment have to be known by the Govermmeant first, end prblished with
the observations of the Government? Ave we to belleve that the criticisms
published in the British press sre all intelligent? On the basis that
many of these criticismswere foolish we could Justify the idea that no
criticism can be- levelled againat the Britieh administration unless accompen;

by &n annex containing the explenations of the British Govermment of these
criticisms. That would be ridiculousl

There 1s a mistake in the perception
and in the perspective.

I think that propoeal muet be definitely studied. We should see all
~ the lmplications. As far as my delegation 1s concerned, we are quite unable
to vote in favour of the proposal, as I said before, becauce we would be
viclating and going counter to principles and articles of the Ccavention cn
Freedom of the Press and Freedom of Infoxrmetion, foxr which we voted in
favour, with the delegations of the Uaited States, the United Kingdom end
a.il the other dslegations around this table except the USSR.

Sir Alan BURNS (United Kingdom): I em quite sure that the nevs-

paper arbicles contiributed by Mr. Noriega were very good and I wish I had
ha.d 'bhe privilege of reading them.

The comments I wish to make on what he said this morning, and repeated
this afternoon, to the affect that my proposal implies any suppression of
the report of the Milesion, are that I think he must have misunderstood me iz
making such a suggestion. _ -

I have merely asked that there should be defermant of pu‘blicat:lon for
Bix weeks at the outeide, That surely is not suppressing the news. Mr,Noriega
himself racen'b],y presided wifh great abllity over & commlttes deeling with tke
question of higher educaticn in the Trust Territoriss. He did not publish {
half his report before the whole story wes availeblie., He waited until he had
the complete report, properly prepared, and pizt it before the Council., It
did not come in Instelments. | | . _
~ Tnere is no suggsstlon whatsocever tnzt I wish to suppress 1n mny way tie
repoxrt of the Visiting Mission. The repi‘eaentative of the USSR suggested tliat
there is an attempt to impbse censorship by the Admiﬂistefjng Authority. There
is nc such suggestion and I am quite sure that the repreeentative of the USSR

¥new thet there was no such suggestion. All I hsave asked, agein, 1s a delay of
e8lx weeke so that the whole story canm be told.

/hs regards
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As regards what the representative of New Zealand has said,

I have had a good bit of experience of life also and I am not
confident that my suggestion is going t6 eliminate any leakage

of news, but I do not think that we ougnt to go on assuming that,
because there ie going to be o leckage of news, we should take no
stops to provent it so far as we are able. Bocause we know that
murders occur, we do not rsmofe any law against murder; we do
our best to stop.it. '

T am bound to say that when I listoned to the speech of the
ropresentative of the Philippines I had to ask myself why, in all
the specches made by the dclegation of tho Philippines, there is
this ettitude of suspicicn in donling with the Admimistering
Authorities and with eny sugzestion that emonates from the i
represontative of an Aduinistering Authority. It was suggzested
today by the roprcsentative'of New Zoalond that this division in
the Council betwecen Administering and noﬂ-administcring'Authoritios
weg en unfortunate thinz. I agree heartily; but so long as that
attitude of suspicion continucs, so long as every possible bad
motive is attributed to an Adnministeoring Authorityy it is going
to be impoesible for the Council to work together in the way that
1t should work together. And the blame does not lie with the
Administering Authorities} but with these hyper-criticel people
vho always condemn avery action and every suggestion made by an
- Administering Authority. -

Therc is no suggestion, as the representative of the Philippines
tried to make out, of secrocy in this matter; 1t is not o question,
of weighting the aréuments in favour of thoe Administering Authority;
it is not becausec we object to hoaring the views of a Visiting
‘Migsion: it is only because the Administering Authority feels that
it should have en opportunity of correcting any mistokes that are .
made -- and they will be made, whoever is on the Visiting Mission.
I nyself expect to go on a Visiting Mission next yeoar, and I am
quite certain that, in the short time that will be available, we
may very well meke mistokes end we shall be gled to have those
nistakes corrccted. . |

The Administoring Authority is asking for no favours and for
no gpecial treatment, but it does ask to be treated with reasoncble
courtesy. My Government will always treat the Trusteeship Council
with courtesy and has always endeavoured to do so by supplying it
with all the information it has ever asked for. But we do expect
in return a modicum of courtesy, and g0 far -- especially in the

' /matter -
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_ matter of the discussion of the Visiting Migsion to Tanganyikg,
we fool that we did not receive that courtosy.

The Council will remember that at the lact session the
ropresentative of Belgium ond I asked on several occasions that
the considoration of the roport of b Visiting M:sssion should be
deferred until ve hed hed on opportunity to put our views beforc
the Council, This wns refused, and I was left wondering whether
- this rofusal was @ue to the fact that the members of tho Trustoo-
ship Council -- not all of them, I am gled to eay, but some of
them -« wished to have the discuss1on before they had heard tbe

whole story.

I am not suspicious of motives as ¢ rule; but I see so much
suspicion arocund me that T am beginning to catch the disease, T
am afraid. Whot can be the reason for refusing the ordinary
courtesy that would be nccorded to anyone to be allowed to make
a statement of tho facts &s ho secs them? Even an affirmed
criminal, before he is condemned, is allowed at least to say
somothing on his own behalf, but the Administering Authority does
not even seem to have that privilege. " 2

I 5t11) moinbain that it is necessecry for an attenpt to be
made by this Council to see that, when the roport of the Visiting
Mission is published, it should be acoampanied by the observatlons
of the Administering Authority. It would be well for this Council
to do this in its own interest -- not in the intorost of the

ﬂdmdnistering futhority, not in the least -- in the interest of
" the Trusteeship Council, in order thet 1t should avoid making
nistakes itself, and in order that we should try to avold some

of the unhappy incidents connected with the report of thB'ViSiting
Mission to Tenganyika.

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): I think we have
over-drematized a subject which is really rather simple. T do not
think iV is the heat which has coused this, but rather the
excessive refrigeration -- the air-conditioning, perhaps,

I still have one speaker on the list, but I shall ask this
specker, the represcntative of Belgium, not to refer to the substance
of the matter, but to defer what he may have to say until tomorrow
because it is time to adjourn. However, I think the ropresentative
of Belgium has a comunication to meke to the Council regarding
the Visiting Miseion to West Africa.

/Mr. RYCKMANS
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Mr, RYCKMANS (Belgium) (Intorpretation from French): T
&m now in & position to present to the Trusteeship Gouncil tre
nomination by the Belgien Govermnment of a candidate insboad of
nyself for the Visiting Mission to West Africa. This candidate
z - Proyincial
is Mr. Alfred Cleeyc-Bouucert, once ?7 Camissioner in the

Belgian Congo and now Deputy Chef du Cabinet to the Ministor for

the Colonies in Brussels. He is & colenial official of long
experience, who will know the problems and be fully qualified to
work on this Mission, |

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): I think we
could complete the nomination of the memvers of this Mission to
visit the West African Trust Territories before we adjourn tolday.

I8 Mr, Claeys-Botmicert acceptable to the Council as & menber of

the Visiting Mission? Ag the representative of Belgium says,

Mr. Claeys-Bolleert is very competent cn colodiel effeirs and will
therefore bring very valuable assistanoe.to the -work of the Miseion.
If the Council agrces to accept 'his candidature, this might be

c¢one right away so as to close the matter.

My, KHALIDY (Iraq): I think wo arc indebted to the
ropresentative of Belgiun for being so accamofating and qujick
ebout furnishing us with this information, and with all the
qualifications that My, Claeys-Boutcort has, I believe that we
have in him a man of very higﬁ calibre and great experienco in
colonial affairs. I would ccmmend to tho Council the approval of
his none.

The PRESIDENT -(Interpretation from French): If there are
no objections on behalf of the mermbers of the Council, the Council
could decide irmediately to accept Mr. Claeys-Boulaert as & menbor
of the Visiting Mission. "

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Socizlist Republics) (Intor-
peotation fron Russian): T should like to ask the President to put
this to the vote.

; The PRESTDENT (Interpretution from French): Very well, we
_~-shall put it to tho vote immediately. -
Jwill those
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Will those in favour of tho condidature of Mr. Ul&eyﬁéBOUHGOTt
please raise their hands.

A vote wod:taken by show of hands.

Tho condidature wag approved by 10 votes Lo 1.

The FRESIDENT "(Interpreation from Fronch): There will
be a mosting tomorrow morning at 10.30 a.nm. The mecting is
ad journed,

The noetinz ross ot 5.57 DPalle






