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. . 
The PRESIDENT (Inter pretation from French): I decl 8.l'e open 

the twenty-fourth meeting of _the fift h seesicn of the Trusteeship Cou 

EXAMINATION OF PETITIONS (T/234 , · T/217 /Add: 1 , T/217 /Add. i/corr.1, 

T/218/Add,l) (Discussion Continued) 

nc11. 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): According t o our 

aeenda the fi r st i tem tha t we hnve to ~onsider today 1e a number of 

petitions presented to the Visiting Mission t o Tanganyikfl end Ruanda­

Urundi . The Counci l will r ecall the.~ 1 t wa.e decided that these peti tions 

should be exami n~d at ·the same time as the report, 

We have already disposed of the r eport but we still have to exemlne 

a certain nUIOber of petitions: eight have be~n enumerated in document 

T/AGenda 188 and T/Asenda 189. The first is tha t of 22 Shicyanga Town­

ship Africans, document_ T/PET.2/51, 

PETITION FROM 22 SHINYANGA TOWNSHIP AFRICJ.NS (T/PET. 2/51, Resolution 

66 (IV), T/350) 

Mr. LAURENTIE (France) (Interpretation f r om French): Thie 

petition, as well aa the maJor1ty of those that are before the Council 

today, refers to very general questions, and that ia why, during our 

last sessi on, it vas decided that t he examination of these would be 

deferred unti l the Council came t _o consider the Visit i ng Mission's report. 

The Council l ater decided that the r eport of the Visiting .Mission could 

ser~e to clarify later debates , once _it had consider ed the report of 

the AdminieteritlL Authority. 

In pr inciple i t would appear _ that the fate of these petitions, 

due t o the fact that they are of a seneral nature only, which has 

already been commented on in the . report of the Visiting Mission, could 

follov the general trend of the diecuas1ons on the report itself, But 

I should like to say to t he Council that it might be useful if it 

referred to document T/218/Add. l , pages 7 and 8, where the obaenationa 

of the Visiting Mission are laid down. It will note that t hese 

observations merely refer to t he t ext of the report itself, For example, 

the petitioners aak for gr eater education and t he Visiting Mission hee 

presented to the Council all that is contained in the report on education, 

The petitioners ask that the indigenous popu.lation be given Bl-eater :,,0to·ere, 

/The r epor t of 
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Tr.e report of the Visiting Mission refers to matters concerning the 

itxligenous administration and the.powers given to t he indigenous 

populetion by the United Kingdom Administering Authority. 

As I said, · this is a very general question and can be boiled do-.m 

to the fact that it asks that the standard of living of the Africen 

population be safeguarded and improved, and that nationals of other 

Members of the United Nations should open more schools for greater 

educational facilities. · In other parts of the petition it is said that 

discrimination against coloured people is carried out. All these questions 

had bean studied by the report of the Visiting Mission, by the Council, 
"'hen it discussed -the report in 1948, and they will be studied in the 

Council again when 1 t studie·e the next annual report, to see how things 

have improved. 
There are other subjects of tt:E: same tenor which vould serve as a 

yardstick for the Council in the-discussions which will be held. They 

will tend to toµch the substance of this matter, as well as the 

matter of education and of the indigenous _population takiOB part in the 

edmini~tration of the Trust -Territory, and eo on. They definitely touch 

upon the yery essence.of the life of Tat1Banyika and refer in general 

to the entire administration of the Trust Territory. 

The PRESIDENT (Il'!-terpr.etation from French): If there are no 

other remarks on this peti ti.on I feel that ve cen answer the petitioners 

in the way that the Chairman of the Visiting Mission to Tanganyika has 

ouc;gested. 
All the items contained in this petition have been and are being 

examined in the Council, because they are general questions which alva.ye 

come up in our discussions. As the representative of France said, these 

matters were discussed_by the Council when we discussed the reports, 

and they will repeatedly be discussed when we continue to discuss the 

an..'1.ue.l reports. There are important matters which vill be referred to 

the Council year after year when we _discuss the reports on any of 

these Territories. 

Mr. INGLES (Philippines): I should like to cell the attention 

of the Council to the fact that one of the points raised in the petition 

18 the imtnediate abolition of racial discrimination. During the lest 

neesion of the Counc:il we a.ppivved 11. gonel'Ol :t'flAo1-ution urging 
/the Admin18ter1n8 
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the Administering Authority_ to exert more vigorous efforts in the 

abolition of racial ~iscriciination in the Territory. 

It might be advisable to refer to that resolution in the re~ly 
to be eiven by the Council to the petitioners, 

The .PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): If there are no 

other remarks, I feel that the Council can reply as has been suggested 

by the representative of the Philippines. 

I am sorry, ·but the Secretary· has just informed me that we have 

anewe~ed these petitioners. Al.l the petitions being discussed this 
' morning have been replied to, in accordance with O decision taken by 

the Council, 

We have . to examine the new l)etttion; and I therefore do not see 

,.,by we have to investigate and study these ~etitione. It had escaped 

my notice that we have already replied to all these petitioners. 

I will: read to the Council the reply made: 

"The Council took note of the observations of the United 

Nations Visiting Mission to Eaet _Africa. on the petition (T/218, . 

T/218/Add.1). 

"The Council took note of a statement by the representative 

of the Administering Authority on the petition. 

"THE TRU3TEESHI.P COUNCIL, 

· "HAVING NOTED that the petition raises 4uestions of a general 

· character concern~ng condi tione in Tanganyika·, 

"HAVING NOTED that these questi~na are dealt with i n the 

report of the United Nations Visiting Mission to East Africa, 

"HAVING DECIDED to postpone the :final exem1nat1on of the 

repprt of the Mission until the fifth session, 

·"DECIDES that the question·s of a general character raised 

in the petition will be d~a_l t with in conjunction with the 

final examination of the repor~ of the Mission; . 

"REQUESTS the Secretary-General to communicate· to the 

petitioners the resolution adopted by the Council on 23 March 

1949 on the que_stion of r acial discrimination· in Tanganyika and 

any subsequent decisions which the Council may adopt on these 

questions, together v ith the relevant pa:t:t6 o:f its of'£ic1al 

records; 

/"INVITES 
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"INVITES the Secretary-General to inform the 

Ad.ministering Authority and the petitioners_ of this 

· resolution in accordance with rule 93 of the rules of 

procedure for the Trusteeship ·council." 
Thie reply was sent on 25 March ·l949 . 

. . /Mr. RYCKMANS 
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Mr. BYCKMANS (Bele3ium.) (Interpretation fron French) : We 

have now befo~e us once ~ore~ question to which I have several 

tiries ctrawn tho attention of the Councp .. _ There are two ca.teeories 

of _petitions: there are real petitiorl;S where_ tho petitioner 

conplains of unfair. treatnent or that the existiTIG legislati on . . . 
is not 1300d, and requests the T:rustee_ship Council to help hio; 

T,hese are r0Ql petitions, when, for oxrunp10; a ~~n csks that his 

farm be returned to h1.n; we then I!l,9.ke a decision ancl sond a 

recommendation to the Adninistering Authority after hovins studied 

the case . Bosidoe th900,th0re arc· other communications which are 

called petitions, in which the SiGnatories bring to our attention 

certain problens which wo should consider even if they woronot 

brought to our attontion~ but where the petitioners consider that 
we should pay mcro attention. 

It seems tone that it would be better to ccnoiQor these 

petitions as comD.uriico.tiona which may be clnssifiod under their 

respective headings and considored by the Visiting Missions when 

on the spot . All the r.i.enbcrs of the Council would also to.kc into 

~-onsidcration the facts ~rought to their attention, o.n1 would 

benr thon in mind when coneiderins the annual reports . This is 

how we should r eply; it is tho only reply which can be mode . 
Wo can roturn to thcll'o poti ti ons o. dozen ti.rnea o.nd the positi on 

will remain the sane; these are general problems which we nuot 

consider in the normal course of · our work, o.nd the fact ~hat 

soneono dra.ws our o.ttontion to thom neither adds nor detracts fron 

the nec·essi ty o:f considering theI!l. 

It seens tone tha.t, in general, wo shoul d reply thnt the 

tnfo:roation contained in such petitions has been brousht to the 
• O.I).0. 
attention of all the nenbors of the Council , /that they will tako 

it tnto o.ccount whon considering the report on the Trus t Torritory. 

' 
Mr. KHALIDY ( Iro.q) : I do not know whether I um right, but 

I thought these petitions were to be postponed until next session, 

.Am I right about tho.t? 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from. French): It was o.greed 

tbll.t these petitions would be exa.mined together with tho ropoJ:·'b 

of the Visiting Mission, but we have finished with the 

report of :the VisitiUB Mission without h1.1:v:t.1ig d1scussod these 

different petitions which hnc'I. nJ.1-ea<'l.y been discussed ot our 

previous session. /rt was this 
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It was this preliminary exa.mtno.tion tho.t go.ve the Council the 

idea of considering these petitions from o.n inforno.tivo viewpoint . 

As tho r epresentative of i3eJ.g:i.urt so.id, these petitions which have 

been sent to the Trusteoship Council refer to gonorol conditions; 

w0 hnvo considered them and sho.11 conaidor them a.go.in when the 

Council considers the ropo~t of · the Administering Authority; 

We have olrea.dy1 os the Council hoo.rd in the repiy I road, token 

note of those petitions, o.nd the i toms ru:i. sei:l ... in the potiti oris 

will. bo discuss eel · a.t the so.r.io tine as the reports f'rO!!l the Visiting 

Mission and the Adninistering Authority. I ha.ve just roaa. tho 

toxt of the reply given to tho twenty-two Shinynngo. Township A:fricc.ns, 

and this srune answer was sent to the eight petitioners o~ the .list 

before nembers of the Council , I was rea.dill/3 fron docUl!lent T/350. 
These petitions, dealing with different items contained in 

tho d.ocunonts, will be con.sidereu. when we discuss the report of 

tho Administering Authority on Tanganyika and Runndo. -Urundi. 

Mr. INGLES (Philippines) : The resolution road by the 
President so.ys, o.nong other thincs, tha.t the Council dociclos : 

"that the questions of o. senoro.l cho.ro.cter rn.is0d in the p0titions 

will bo dealt with in conjunction with the final exo.nination of 

the repor_t of t he V:i.sitins Mission. " It further requires the 

Socr0to;ry-Gonero.l to infonn the petitioners of o.ny subsequont 

decisions which the Council m.o.y o.dopt on these questions . 

My deleGa.tion believes that the tenor of the -resolution is 

such that the petitioners are entitled to be infomod of who.t 

f'urthor o.ction this Counci l has taken on q_uosti ons rn.isod by. 

them in accordance vith the toms of the resolution itself . 
In connexion with tho romarks ma.de by the reprosontative of' 

Belgium, I believe that there is before the Council the question 

of whcthor the Council should. encourage or disc·ourn.ge p0ti tions 

dealing with gonernl conditions. In the opinion of my delegation, 

a:po.rt from the ques tion of whether tho eounoil should oncourage 

such petitions, the 0ouncil should nt l east take a positive step _ 

which would show that it io not diac~~ruging the presontation of 

such petitions. 

Petitioners· raising questions of a general charc.ct0r perform 

a general service, not only to the peoples of the Trust Territorieo, 

but also to the .Ad,ministor:lng At1tho;i.·1 ty o.nd to the Tl'1.lj:;t ... ~eship 

Council itself . They should be comnended for the. interest they 

hove t aken in the aff'airs of tho Trust Territory. 

/Moreover, 
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• Mor eover, the r ight Grant ecC.to the inhabitants of· 'rrust Ter rit or 10s 

to address ·peti'tions t'o the Trusteesh{p Council is not linitoc.'l.. to 

petitions which o.ffe'ct the petit ioner ~ persoml ly, and embraces 

a l so ~0t1t1ons which· deal inn ~eneral -wny with ~roblens c onfr onting 

the Trust_ Territory. 

In view of _this, ny del egation believes thnt we shoul d take 

further action on t his petition, and not consider it a closod casd 

just because of the passage of r esolution 66 (IV) of the Trust ee ­

ship Council. That resolution precisely env1sncos further action 

by this Council, and for thia r eason thia Council nay adopt the 

procedure of exo.n1n1ng these general quest1ons now, or l ater in 

connexion wi th the exun:ino.tion of the onnual reports of the Trust 

Terr1tor1es concerned. 

/The . PRESIDENT 
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The PBESIDENr (Intorpretation from French)! The remarks 

of the representative of tho Philippines are justified by the very 

terms of the text which I Just read. ~e answored to the petitioners 

that the items raised in their petition would be examined at the same 

time as the report of tho Visit+ng Mission. 

After tho initial examination of the report of the Visiting 

Mission, these petitions ~ere briefly examined by the Council .and it 

was decided to send the answer which I read to· the petitioners. • It . 
of t:qe 

was also decided that these pet:ftions woul.d be examined in the course/ 

final. examination of the report of the Visiting Mission. We have 

examined that report and have finished with it_ very quic_kly because 

of the limitod time we have at our disposal but it is understood 

that all the matters that were examined in connexion with 'the report 

of the Visiting Mission, as well as all the questions of a general 

nature that figure in the e·1g11t petitions before us now, will be 

re-examined in the course of the consideration of the report of the 

Administering Authority to which we shall have to return every year. 

Therefore, I think it might be correct to indicate to the 

• petitioners that they refer to the previously ·given answer and to 

say that the report of the Visiting Mission was ·submitted to the • 

Council at this session and that certain docisions were taken on 

this report and sent to the General Assembly; it being understood 

that all the items discussed and reported to the Council by the 

Visiting Mission will be the object of permanent consideration when 

the annual reports of the Administering Authorities for these Terri­
tories are received. 

. . 

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics){Inter" __ 

protation from Russian): During the present session of the Council, 

when wo considered the question of the report of the Visiting Mission 

to East Africa, the r epresentative of the Philippines raised the point 

regarding the t ime when we shall consider the petitions which were 

received by the Visiting Mission and which wero postponed at the 
.... 

fourth session until the fifth session of tho Trusteeship Council. 

ArJ. explanation was given then that the petitions· received by 

the Visiting Mission wou+dbe 90:1s1~ered at the present session when all 

the other petitions rece-ived directly by the Trusteeship Council would 

be considered. Thus it was clearly· envisaged that, during the 

consideration of the report of. tho Visiting Mission, the petitions 

/received by tho . 
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received ~y the_ Visiting Mission would be considered by the Trustee­

ship Council at the present session in connexion with the considera­

tion of all other p~titione. As far as f recall, the President himself 

made such ·a statement. 

Thus the question d.oes not arise now whether the Council, in • 

considering the report of the Visiting Mis~ion, has disposed o~ the 

. l)etitions. We did not consider the petitions and, moreover, it was 

!3-gre_ed at that time tha'b these petitions would be considered by the 

·council together with all other petitions received by the Trusteeship 

Council at this session. 

I wish to make quite clear the state of affairs whereby one -cannot, 

by references to the fact that we dealt briefly with the report of the 

.Visiting Mission, say that wo did consider the petitions also. We did 

not considor the petitions and they are still to be considered. 

Moreover, the representative of Belgium raised a question here 

which was not raised for the first time and it is not for the first time 

, that .'he endeavoured to persuade us that there are. two kinds of petitions: 

one kind which the Trusteeship Council should consider and another 

which the Trusteeship Council ' should not consider, that 1s, statements 

of a general. nature from the populations of Trust Territories. With 

such an approach, one _cannot agree. 

Petitions in regard to the political, . economic and social s,ituation' 

in a Territory and in-regard to the educational advancement of the 

native population are of no less value to the Trusteeship Council- than 

petitions in which there_ are personal complaints. The petitions which 

are at the present .time on the agenda of our meeting testify to the 

fact that the questions raised by the petit_ioners are, as a rule, of 
a vory ·concrete ·nature. ,· 

I am not in a position now to deal with all the petitions but I 

c·an refer, for example, to the petition from the Chagga Council. Is 
. there · anything oi a gen~ral nature in the feet that tho population. of 

the 'Chagg~ -tribe is deprived ~f l~d, that the land was alienated, was 

• not 'given back· t ·o the ' popuiation ~d th~t the population; at tilllas, 

suffers difficulti~s •in this connexion~ 

All these f'acts aro given in the pe.titfori end data · is even gi~en 

in regard to the distribution of land a.nd·'•the :dearth of land. from ~hich 
. . . . . 

tlie ' population suffers. The petition states directly: "The Chaggaland 

consists of three major sections: · Hai, Vunjo, ~nd Rofubo." It a.Lao 

gives concrete ?-S-ta en each of the t~ee .- sections in regard to the 

situation of the p9pulation from the point of view of land ownership. 

/I do not wish 
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I do not wish to read the whole petition. I shall merely refer 

to certain po):'tions of it. in order to support my reasoning. For 

exa.m:ple~ in regard to Hai, it is stated that definite data cannot be 

siven with respect to alienated land because sufficient information 

is not available, but that a great part of the l~nd is alienated. 

It goes on to give 1hf6Mt1on regarding the suffering entailed 

by the dearth of land: • 

• "The number of males aged between 18 and 25 years is about 

5,400; theso are at the .moment without and greatly in need of 

'vihamba'. Males between 13 and 18 .years who will demand 
1vihamba I in the . next f'ive years number about 26,·200. .Males 

aged between 7 a."ld 13 years who will demand 'vihamba' in five 

years following upon the last lot. above number about .29,900. 

"Thus within ten years to come there wi~l be a total of 

about 56,100 males in Hai who will have demanded 'vihamba'. 

The unfortunate Hai locality with its so numerous large alienated 

areas, has no room for 'vihamba' for these people; so .bad is tho 

position that ~he 5,400 males now pressing hard for 'viha.mba' 

cannot find them in the locality. Because of lack of land 

people go to European settlers and Missions within their country 

asking for grass for their animals and pieces of land for 

cultivation. The European settlers and Missions exchange ·a load 

of ~ass for a· load of cow-dung for manuring their farms. This 

reduces, very consider.ably, the manure for the fertility of the 

Nativo 'vihamba' an4 coffee sham.bas. 
/If this continues 
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II If this continues for the next few yco:rs , the position will be 

o.ggrcvo.tcd, nnd natives vill not even get gro.es nor firewood nor good 

crops. In the higher parts of the locc.lity there is the Forest Reecrv~; 

further below a.re the :mnny .Europcun Estates ·o.nd the Moshi Township. 

" We'instcncc the very desperate need of lo.nd by bringing to the 
,• . . 

notice or· the Lund Commission, the feet thnt the Kibosho peopl e have had to 

·pa.y the awn o'f' 60,000/- to rcdctm o. very smoll po.rt of European Estc.tc 

in their country, in order to ei:mblc· n few- no.tivcs to procure mor e 

'vihc.mba. ' . " 

The same: date ie brought for other regions. For cn:.mplc; lack 

of lo.nd in' Vunjo 1s 11iustro.tcd by the fact that the population of 

Mo.rc.ngu~- numbcriW3 2~ 940 tc.xpo.ycrs, h::id ·to IJO.Y in ea.eh 220,000 /- . in 
order to buy ·out two small l)a.rccle clicntutcd from tbcmsclvce; and this 

goE?B for other populations. 

The sc.rnc d.t..ta is rcceivecl with rcgo.rd. to the r egion of Rombo. 

I bring this dr.ta from only ·onc petition in order to i llustrate 
the fa.et that in the petitions there a.re concrete requests. In one 

cc.sc we ho.vc c. ·petition vhcre the r equest is from one mc.n; ·1n cnothcr 

cns~ there is o :pctitiori r ccc:iv·cd. from the Cho.ggo. Council. Why should the 

.ctition from the Chr.gga. Council, which dee.ls with IllG.I1Y concrc't€ problcDIB, 

not be d.uly considered and an a:pproprintc decision obtained in the 

Truetccehip Council? Why must we put c:.sidc this petition which 

c:icprc·_sses' the complo.ints of c greo.t po.rt of -the populution'l Why must 

we think or this petition ne a. gener al statement, c.nd not c·onsider it'l 

I could illuetr~te concretely mcny other -features from the petitions 

r eceived from the Tango.nyilro. AfricnnAssociction, for eY..nmplc . 

Th~ Soviet delegation cannot cgrc~ with. such en nppr90.ch ond I 

cm of the opiniqn tha.t we must cbide by our own decision thct ea.eh petition 

must be considere·d se:pnrntcly in connexion with the mn.tcrinl which is 

contQincd therein. We must consider the petition, tckc ri decision 

::pproprintely, c.nd inform the petitioner of this decision. If' we should 

accept cny other proced.urc we would. be vi0lating the bn.sic feature 

of the work of the Trusteeship Council, whibh is that vc should pay the 

utmost co.re to the needs end r equests of. the nctive populations of the 
Trust Territories. 

Therefore I suggest thc.t, without "rusting time, we should d<::)a,l 
concrct.nly v:tth tho considcrnt:ton ot' each of tho petitjons which arc 

/ listed in 
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listed in document T/Agendc 188. If we do not do so we shell waste 

a. lot of time and will not hc.ve time to consider the petitions. 

Sir Alo.n BURNS (Uni tcd Kingdom) : It is completely 

irnmc.tcric.l to me when these petitions c..rc considered but it seems to 

me thc t the proper time to consider them is when· the rcrort on 

Tn.ngcnyiko. is being considered at the next ee.ssion. 

The rcprcscntctive of the Soviet Union ho.a r eed us c. lot of 

mutter cbout the l and qu(.stion put fo:r:"WCrd in the petition of the 

Cha.ggr. Council. I could wo.ste the· time of tht Council by reeding some­

of the commc:nts of the Administering Authority which arc contained 

in the obscrvc.tione put up in document T/352, but I c,m not going to, 

though I hr.vc long ego given up cny h9pc tho.t this Council would get 

through ·its work without wasting time. However I do not propose to 

contribut(. to thc.t 1-rc.stc. ·. 

It seems to me tho.t the Council must think seriously of. whet it 

is doing. If we o.r c going to discuss every petition on gen~r nl 

grounds every time, l et us consider whet will hnppen. Suppose we have 

twent;y pc ti tions, ccch one complr.ining thc.t in Tnngo.nyikc or some 

other Territory the cducationc.l system is not satisfactory. Tha t 

JnD..ttcr of education will c.lso be discussed in the general discussion 

on th0 c.nnucl report. Arc we going to discuss the question of 

cducc.tion cgc.in in connexion with ever y one of those twenty petitions 

thct I have suggested might come in? 

The Council is never goins to do efficient work if it wstes its . 

time in endless repetition of the sc.mc old crgu.mcnts. 

Mr. NORIEGA (Mexico) (Interpretation from Spcnish): I 

presume thct t here is no difficulty involved in the discussion of .cny 

.of thtse petitions, c.nd we c.rc helped very much by the fo.ct ·thc.t we 

hc.vc h--:rc o. specinl r epresentative who could obvic.te any difficulties 

thc.t might arise c.nd clarify c.ny doubts that we might hc.vc. 

I do not think thv.t the postponement of the petitions received 

by c.n;y- Mission would cstc.blish n prccedent if we postponed them until 

we considered the report of the Visiting Mission. Of course it is 

obvious thnt ccrtcin Administering Authorities ere cllcrgic to 

petitions c..nd these cllergics become ~t l ecst dilatory tcctics when 

.the ·petitions · arc to be considered. 

But I think that if we nro stopping loTOng, we should step wrong 

/ quickly; 



ILT / AfJ. T /P. v. 188 

~8-30 

quickly; c.nd I think thct if ~c a.re mo.king mistakes wo should do the 

sc.mc, nnd we should finish this mn.ttcr right uwo.y. We should ndopt n 

much more prc.cticc.l s~•etcm when discussing these mntter s . 

If, when we .discuss cnch and. every petition, the different 

rcprcscn~o.tiv~a o.rc going to think out loud before the Council o.nd 

present id~ns which ~rc ' unccccptQblc - - ci.nd I must refer now to thnt 

of Mr, Ryc~ne when he ec.id tho.t thert ere certcin petitions which 

co.nnot be considered a.a petitions but rcther a.s· infol:'IlL0.tion -- then 

of course this ie opposscd} of course we will object to it; we will 

nrguc c.gc.inst it nnd. will never finish with it . . 

If i.rc follow the idea of Mr. Soldr..tov end reo.d .. )Ut loud o.ll the 

texts, in tha.t co.Eic c.lso we will never finish this list . 
. . 

. Whet I propose is thc.t· the -dc_lcgv.tione • tho.t hc.vc cny interest · 

in giving nnewers to these petitions should prcpo.rc drnft resolutions - ­

d.rro't r esponses or o.nswcra. Then if we hnvc those ·texts we sho.ll 

know, linC; by line , whet ·is o.nd ,1hnt is not c.cccptc.ble, who.t ho.a 

nlr c~d~ . been done, who.t ho.e not been done o.nd wmt will be done , · . I 

think tho.t will,b0· the most prnctical solution: . to postpone the 

cxnminc.tion of t hese petitions until ' to.:.morrow o.nd by to-morrow over­

come the rule of pr ocedure of the twcnty-four ·h~urs dclny bc:forc the 

consideration of n written document, o.nd then we will ho.vc eight, nine , 

t en, fifteen or twc.::nty documcnts :bcforc u.s containing proposed onswcr s. 

Then we considcr· thcse p~poecd answers end. we lmow cxc.ctly where we 

n re. Th~t will 6.void. r cc.ding; re -rending, discussing end re -

discussing these mn.tters ~nd starting the debate here as though we· 

were just beginning the discussion of the r eport of the Visiting 

Mission. 

Thc.t ia why I fo:rmo.lly propose thct vc poatponc.thia untii to­

morrow until the clelc·gc..tions tho.t ere:; interested in the mo.ttcr co.n 

pr esent ~heir draft r caolutiona on the different petitions. Bcccusc, 

as I enid before, if we ere going to believe thct -drcft r oaolutiona 

er~ goi1:'8 to cnian:ntc from the d.iacueaio;a held here I o.m c.fro,id that 

either we nre very wrong or it· is going to tnkc c long time to· prove us 

right. 

/ Mr, SAYRE: 



filE/AFI. .T/!?: v. i88 
31 

Mr. SAYRE (United States of America) : I think all of 

us are clear that we should not try to sidestep the matters raised 

1n these petitions. These, as the USSR representative has said, . 

are serious matters, matters deserving serious study and serious 

consideration and so far as I can see it is the business of the 

Trusteeship Council to eive serioua' study and serious consideration 

to these matters. 

On the other hand, this Council,with ' the heavy agenda which 

it fac~s at every 'ession, surely must appor tion the times and 

places for carryin4_ on such discussions . Surely we cannot two or 

three times in eacn' session bring up the 88.llle subject matters and 
~: 

the same · general field of discussion. In the disr.ussion of our 

annual reports we liave already allotted time and opportunity for 
f 

such discussions. :It would seem to me that it follows that such 

discussion of thes~ general matters as are ·undertaken by the Council 

should take pl.ace at the time when we discuss the annual reports, 

when these matters rust be discussed and that we should not undertake 

twice in the samo session to cover tha s8lile matters. 

All this, it is 0lear, does not mean that we want to escape 

the discussion~ Surely it does not mean that we vant to sidestep 

the issues raised in these petitions. We want to face them, we want 

to face them squarely but we want to face them at the proper time when 

we can devote as much time to these issues as they· deserve. 

It would seem to me that from the procedural vie'W-point it is 

fairly clear what ve ought to do and I should like to move that we 
proceed accordingly, that is, I should iike to move that ve send to 

each petitioner a reply enclosing the resolution adopted by the 

Council on the Visiting Mission' s report .accompanied by a copy of 
. ' 
the Visiting M1ss1onfs report. That will sbow the petitioner that 

the subject has al.ready been considered and discussed: Then, in the 

second place, we go on to inform the petitioner that the questions 

have been and vill· be examined in connexion with the consideration of 

the annual reports each year. This is a recurring subject; we certainly 

will not dispose of it in a singl e session. In the third place, 

I suggest that we send the petitioner a copy of the observations 

which were adopted by the Council with respect to the Trust Territory 

in our most · recent exam1nat1on or the report on that Territory. 

In other words, in our replies to each separate petitioner 
we should cover three points: first, that we send him a copy_of 

/the resolution 
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the _resol~tion adopted by the Council on the Visiting Mission's 

report, together wi~h a COJ?Y _of that report; sec:ond, that we inform 

the petitioner that questions such as he raises have been and will .be 

examined in connexion with the consideration of the annual reports; 
. . . ' 

and in the third place, that we send to the petitioner -such· observations 

as were adopt_ed by the Council .with r ·eapect tci the Trust Territory 

. in the Council's most recent .examination of the report. 

By doing so it seems to me that we are treating the petitioners . 

with the fairness with which ~hey should oo treated . They. should be 

given to _undersw.nq that thes~ a~e not .idl~ matters; that they are not 

being. brushed qff i11~ b·ack of the Coun~il; that ·we are not disregarding 
i· .. 

them; that _ we c:onsider the~-·so · 1mp~rtant . that we are continuing to 
• ! 

consider . them from :year ·to year. I therefore propose that resolution. ,. . 
~ 

~- LA~IE (France) (Interpretation from •French): I 
- . . ~ . 

entirely ~gree wit~- what was just said by Mr. Sayre of the United 

States .of An)_erica ~nd,. therefore, I must admit that he •is .giving 

great importance :to what Messrs . Noriega and Soldatov have said. 

Over and above all it is/i~e that tho answers that Mr. Sayre le 

proposing must correspond to all the petitions that we ·are hoping to. 

examine this morni~g. _I think it exactly covers the petition from 
. J . 
the twenty-two Shi~anga Township Africans which we have· just begun 

' to discuss. That is the only petition to which this answer refers and 

that is the only p~tition this answer covers. 

·I think we could take the draft resolution presented by the 

United States representat_iv~- as an example, as a model, and then see 

whether i~-is applicable to all the following petitions. If so, ~e 

• can send .it. If we not;tce that there is one point or another that. 

requires· a -specific answer we can adapt this blanket resolution; 
-· .. . .. ; .. 

for example, l think the next petition - - from the Tanganyika Bahaya 

Union - - refers to questions of a ·general. ·nature and .especially does 

it refer. to matt~rs similar to that of the Shinyanga Township Africans. 

·Therefore the s~me reply could be sent to the second petition. We 

could find the co)ll!llon lienominator_- There is a specific point in· 

.this in whir.h -they ask the annexation of Ruando-Urundi to Tanganyika. 

The Council can repl;v: to that_ spe_cific point by saying ·that it ,does 

not intend taking any action .on that subject. 
. . . 

The same might be. ~pplie~ for the third ·petition which is from 

the Chagga Councili the _petition referre~ to by Mr. Soldatov. Of 

/course there is 
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course ther e is a very serious and .impqrtaht item· r eferred to in the 

ChaBga Council petition, as Mr. Soldatbv s~1d, ·but nevertheless that 

specific question can be covered together with the. investigation which 

is to be made when we consider the report of the Mission but what ·we 
· .. • 'J;'rusteeship 

must underline now is _t he fact that the/Council hae taken special notice 

and special note of these questions of lani which is, obviously, of great 

importance to the Chagga tribe. It is a very important question, no 

doubt. Up to now that tribe has cultivated land on the sides .of the 

mountains and, due to the increase in population, have had to seek l and 

in another part of that Territory. Therefore there 1s a specific 

point ~o which the Cour..cil will have to refer and which the Council 

will have to· consider cc~'lti nuouoly. That -part will receive a different 

answer. 

To ·what Mr; Sayre said I feel that we ought to add something to 

cover this questi on of land end we could answer in the tenor that the 

Trusteeship Council is considering making a study of this matter. I 
think that might cover this point. 

The same thing might be a~plied to.other petitions such as that 

of the Tanganyika African Association petition. That might be considered 

in .the same light as that of the Shinyanga Township Africans :petition. 

But -we would·, as I said before, establish a certain common denominator 

end then tomorrow, · as Mr. Noriega suggested, we could consider all the 

answers that have been proposed -- in writing, I presume -- and see 

~hether the blanket statement suggested by Mr. Sayre can be applied to 

all the petitions: If anything has to be added to these different 

answe~s it wiil be added but if this idea were to be followed we would 

be able to finish our work in hair an hour. 

/Sir Alan BURNS 
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Sir Alan B~13 (United Kingdom): I hope that if documents 
, . ' 

are being sent to the ~etit~oners on the . lines suggested by the 

representative of the United States, the observations of _the 

Administering Authority which have been submitted -to the Council in 

every case,will not be overlooked... They should of course be added 

• to the voluminous documents with which each petitioner is to be • 

favoured. 

The representative of Mexico referred to the fact that the 

Administering Authorities were allergic to :petitions. I hope -he did 

not refer to me because I can: assure him that I am not in any way 
allergic to :petiti~ns., I have been dealing with them now for twenty 

or thirty years and what I have learned in that period is .a aell$e of 

proportion in dealing with :petitions. I do not accept as gospel 

truth everything I see in a petition; having seen a great many, I can 

assure the Council that ·in most cases, even if they have a germ of . 

truth in them, that truth is very grossly exagger_ated... 

May I also add, •with the President's :permission, that if there 

is v.:n.y suggestion of postponing this discussion until tomorrow it will 

be impossible for the special representative to be present. 

Mr. RYCIQ.WIJS (Belgium.) (Interpretation from French): I . think 

that the representative of the soviet Union was perfectly correct when 

•• he made a distinction of the Chagga petition, but in any case this 

does not seem to_IDa the kind of petition to which I re:ferred. This 

]etition contains a positive request; the :petitioners a.re of the opinion 

that they do not have enough land; they are . not in agreement with the 

disposal of ex-eneey lands; they feel that the solution is to their 

disadvantage and they ask the Council to intervene on their behalf to 

obtain ·another solution. With regard to this demand O- the Chagga 

Council there is a real petition and it seems to me that there is 

:tnothing against the ex~nation of the Administering Authority's 

reply ·and of its BU88eeted J?Olioy. The Council can either approve or 

disapprove of it, or can wait until a reply is •received from Chagga. 

If the Chagga. Council is in agreement_ with the solution suggested 

after Mr. l!ilson's .reply, then everytping will be all right. 

But with regard to peti tiona of a general nature, I insist that 

the Council should not con.clider them as :petitions and should not reply 

/to the petitioners 
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to the :Petitioners as •if they were real petitions. In the case of 

such collll'.ll1mications, the Co1mcil can only reply that the information 

supplied by them will be distributed to the members of the Council 

and •will be tal::en into consideration when the general situation in 

the Trust Territory is being consic.ered, and that is all. It is 

obvious that when the petition deals with a real request or complaint, 

as is the case ,1ith the Chagga. Council, then certainly we have to 

deal with the snbstance of the matter and give a concrete reply. 

Uhether we c0ru:i -Y,ler ~:~ r:.-:>w or later; whether we ask the 

special represer .. t a.t:i.•Ie tc,l~~· to explain the situation to u.s; ,,hether 

-we male~ a decision illl' J.odi!it.ely or await additional info:rmation,is 

another matter o But t?le p::tl ti01:1 from the Chagga Council is a real 

petition a.11.0. ro:.::.st be E:c cm) . .:-:E.erea., at loast· in ·so far as ·the question 
of land is concerned. 

The P:rtGSin~?'i'I' (I:r.:' .. ~6.rpreta:tion from French): I think that 

the situation has been suffj.ciently clarified. The representative 

of the United States has already presented us with a draft resolution, 

such as ,1as sugcested by the representative of Mexico. 

But there is one great disadvan.tase in the 

l)OBtl)ono!llD:l::.:t. of this matter 1mtil tomorrow and therefore I think we 

can take ~ecisions regarding these matters . 

Regarding the first petition - - that of the Shinya.nga Township 

Afl.·ica.n.s7-I do not · thinJt there is anything there of special interest. 

lt d~~ls with general ~u.estiona and I think the proposal of the 

United States could be applied to it. I •will ask the Council, 
whether •• 

therefore, / it agrees with the answer suggested by Mr. Sayre. 

Mr. SAYRE (United. States of America): With the amendment 

suggested by the representative of the United Kingdom ·- - that is, 

that the observations of the Administering Authority should be sent 

with the other observations . 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): Would. the 

Council agree, then, to send an answer to these :rieti t 'ioriers :in the -way 

that the representative of the United States has suggested? 

/Mr. SOIJ)ATOV 
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Yi.r. SOLDATOV (Union of' .. Soviet Socialist Republics)(Interpre-
tation from Russian)! Could the President specify ·what the proposal 

of ~he rep:rea~ntative of the United States is as to th~ re_ply. What 

resolution;does he suggest we should accept ~ith regard to the petition 

-ue are considering nov1,· the Shin;yanga Township Africans l)etition? · 

The PRESIDENr ·(Interpretation from French): I will ask the · 

Secretary to re-read the pr6:posa;L of the representative of the ·Unitea 

States, -,lith the addit:ton suggested by the United Kingdom representative. 

Mr. · •ALEKSANDER {Secretary of the Truateesh:1:p Council) : . It 

covers three :points: 

(1) To send to the pe'titioners a copy of the resolution adopted 
. . . . 

by the Trusteeship Council on the Visiting Mission's report, together 
.,d th a copy of' the re:port and the observations of the AdJ:ninistering 

Authorities concerned; 

(2) To ·inform the l)etitioners that the questions they raise have 

been and ·will be · examined in con.'l').exion with the considera~ion of the 

a.rmua.l reJ?Orts; 

( 3) To send to the :petitioners a copy of the observations ·which 

·were ad.opted. by 'the Trusteeship CoWlcil with respect to the Trust 

Territory in the Council's most recent ex~nation of the report on 
that Territory. 

The ~SIDENI' (Interpretation from French): I must point 
-· 

out. :that this tY!)e of reply :will d.efini tely be cons is tent with the 

ansv1er already given to the petitioners _on 25 March 1949 and which I 

read to the Council. - In that answer it was stated that the Trusteeship 
Council: 

11
HAVINGNorED that the petition raises questions of a general 

character concerning conditions inTangaeyika, 
11
HAVING !WrED that these questions are dealt -with in the 

report o:f the United Nations Viei ting Mission to East Africa 

"DECID.GS that the questions of a general character raised 

in the petition will be dealt with in conjuo.otion with ·the final. 

examination of the report of the Mission. ": 

We have therefore al.ready replied that the :petition refers to qu.estions 

o:r a general character ·which }Jave been and are being considered 

/constaxi.tly by the 
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constantly by the -Trusteeship Council. I would therefore like to ask 

the_ Council. whether _that reply would satisfy all the members of the 

Council. If there a.re no objections, it shall be so decided. 

Mr. SOI.DATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (Inter­

pretation from Russian): I would like to ask that our decision should 

be put to the vote. 

The PRESIDE!l.'T (Interpretation from French): Very ,-1ell, I 

will put it to the vote. 

A vo~e ,-1as tal::en by show of hands . 

The UnitocL States proposal was adopted by • •••• 7 vote s to 1. 

• .. ., 

PETITION FRCM THE TANGAX.TYII"iA BAHAYA UNION (T/PET.2/53, T/PET..3/11, 

Resolution 68 (IV), T/351) 

The :PRESIDENT: We will proceed to the second petition, the 

:petition from the Tanganyilca Bahaya. Union. I think that this petition 

could also :receive a similar answer to that sent to the Shinyanga 

Township Africans . I do not think there are a:ny particular or spe_cific 

questions referred to in it. 

Mr. IAURENI'IE (Frence)(Interpretation from Fren~h) ; There is 

something I wish to point out. This l,}etition asks that Tanganyika and 

Ruanda4.Jrundi should be nni tod ; therefore I consider it might be useful · 

to reply to this. that the Council considers- that an entirely negative 

answer ha!/be . given to this question. 

/Mr. SAYRE;: 
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Mr. SAYRE (United States of .America ): I think it misht 

be useful if the Secretary wo~ld reed to us the rep~ that hae already 

been eent to these .peti t i onere 1f 1 t is not l ong . 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from. French): T'ne Secretary 

vill reed the answer; it ia in document T/328, page· 19, resolution 68 (IV). 

Mr . .AIEKSANDER (Secretary of the Trusteeship Council): The 

resolution adopted et the thirty-eis}lth meeti?l8 in respect to t his 

petition reads as follows (I sheil read only the operative part): 

II THE TRUS'lEESHIP COUNCIL 

"HAVING- NO'I$D- that the petition raises the question of the 

unification of the Trust Territories of Ruenda-Urimdi end Tanganyika, 
1'RAVING- NOTED t hat the petition raises questions of a general 

character concerning conditions in Tanganyika which ere dealt with 

in the report ·of . the United Nations Visiting Mission to East Afr ica, 
11RAVIID DECIDED to postpone the final examinat ion of the 

report of the Mission until t he fifth session, 

"DECIDES that t he quest ions of a general. character concerning 

conditions -in Tanganyika raised in the petition vill be dealt with 

in conjunction ,-dtb t he final examination of t he report or the Mission; 

"F.EQUESTS the Secretary-General to communicat e to t he 

petitioners any subsequent decisions which t he Counc11 may adopt 

on these questions , together with the relevant parts of its off icial 

record.a; 

"INVI'l!ES the Secretary-General to inform the Administering 

Autho~i t y end the pet itioners of thie resolution in accordance with 

r ule 93 of t he rules of procedure for t he Trusteeship Council." 

Mr . RYCKMANS {Bel gium) (Interpr etation from French): In the 

reply I note 

dealing with 

Tanganyika . 

that there is no reference to the second pert of the petition, 

the unification or the Trust Territory of Ruanda-Urundi with 

If not for this, the resolut ion would be perfect; if, 
instead of making t his reference, we say that the general questions will 

be considered when t he Visiting Miaaion'e report will be considered end 

that these gener al question~ vill be considered by t he Trusteeship Council 

during its usual course of work, this would be the best, t he per fect 
. . 

reply when we dea l with communications . When t hey tell us that tho 

Administration of Ruenda-Urundi or Tensenyike is not sood, t his is not 

/a petition 
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c, t " 

a .petition; t his ie a general stateW'nt which hast~. be considered 1n :~he , 
usual course of our work, and the· :only ·reply 'that ~78'. ·can: give to the · •• • , 

signatories of this petition ie in ' this spi rit and is t he only reply ·to 

such petitions which are not petitions, 
. ' 

With the excep~i?~ of this second sentence, I suppor t the proposal 

of France; if ytli, r,ut it· !ndiplomatic language anci say that ' 11 the 

Trusteeship Counoil is not in e position to coni1der the policy of this 

or that power ." 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation . from French): If there are 

no otner :remerke, I would ask the· Council i-1he ther i .t ·would be of the 

opinion thet ve could repiy ea ·. has been· s~eeted by the rapresentati ve 

of France, 

Mr . S0LDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (Int er­

pretation from Russian):· I repeat my request that our decisions be put 

to a vote. 

so be done. 

The -~RESIDENT (Interpretation from French): Very vell, it shall 

Those who are iri f avour of an ens~er couched· moie or less 

in the terms suggeeted .b"y the representative of_France please raise their 

right hands. 

Mr~ -ING!ES (The _Philippines): The Chair ~ill be kind eriough 

to ask the Secretariat to read the proposal of the representative ·of France. 

The ·PRESIDENT (I.nterpretetion from ·French): ·. I will perhaps 

ask the repl:'.esentative of France ·'to repeat his prop~s-~1.-

·Mr. LAURENTlE (France) (Interpretation f:r:•om French): I t h ink 

we can oniy answer by saying that the question of the unification of the • 

Territories· of Ruanda-Urundi'. ·and Tanganyika does not fall within the· 

competenc~ of the Council, and theretore the Council µas been unable to 

consider 1t'. 

Mr. SAYRE· (United States of America)': I do not want to 

interrupt proceedings, but I just vant ·to esk a question li I ~Y -~ : . 

vhether that would sq_uare with· the answer which Mr:·· Ale~se:ilder· just . 

read out, that is, the f'irst answer' sent ·them. I would hesitate · to. 

• /reply ~ow 
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reply nov thet it lies· ou.tsiae of t he jurisdiction of the Trusteeship 

Council if, 1n our first answer, we said that we are giving consideration 
to the matter . 

I just r aised the quest ion. '. ·•-~ 

If I may give my general. re.action to t he answer to the question 

-which I have raised, the former resolution -was: 

"DECIDES that questions of' e general. character concerning 

condit ions in Tanganyika raised in the petition will be dealt "With 

in conjunction v1i th the final examination o-£ the report" of the Mission." 

I think· there would be no conflict i f we differentiate between "questions 

of a gener al character" on the one hand, end the kind of question which 

the represent at ive of France was all uding to, namely, the ~ . .- 1 • .• 

joining of Tanganyika -with Ruande-Urundi_. I think we have got to be 

e little ~areful in the reply to just make that different iation, and I 

think we can do that along the line of the sugges t ion of t he representative 

of France if we are careful in the wording . 

The PRESIDENT ( Interpretation from French): Then we wil.l reply 

to this petition along t he general lines adopt ed for the previous petition -­

. I think a paragraph that will concern t he particular point of the 

unificat ion of t he Trust Territor ies of Tanganyika and Ruanda-Urundi, 

Will the Council agree t hat an answer be given in that sense? 

· Following the r equest of t he representative of t he USSR, we will 

put t his Ill8tter to a vote. 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Bel gi~) (Interpretation from French) : If I 

understand correctly, we wi ll reply to this gent leman that, with regard 

to the request concerning the union of Tanganyika and Ruanda-Urundi , it · 

1a not .v1ithin t he competence of the Council. :But this 1s not all. 

As t o the rest, I think that ""e already said i n our previous reply that 

vith regard to the general questions, the Trusteeship Counci l. will consider 

them in the course of its normal "'10rk. We should not go on t o say, 

"We did not consider the rest of your petition when we consider ed the 

report of t he V1s1t1ng Mission, but we will consider it when t he different 

quest ions rise and we -will give you a reply in the fu t ure ." No. We 

must end this bus1~ess . It seems ~o me that this is not a petition but 

is a genera~ st atement , which may be very useful, ae the representative of 

the Philippines said, and it 1B sometimes good t hat this gentleman brings 
t o r ~oor ~ of t he 

certain facts t o our attention on matters/ ~hi ch the/ Administering Authority 

does not ref er. But this 1s not a petition. 
/The PRESIDENT 

----·· ... --· -•--•'- . ... ,'° • • ~- ., . . • ' ...... ,., ... ........ --"' ·• - .. . . . . ,-, . ...... . ·- - • • •• - · . . • 
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The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French) : - We ehall -put the 
proposal previously presented to the vote . Those i n favour of :the 

answer to be sent, as read to the Council·, p~ease· roi ee thei; i-"1~t ; hand~-~-

'.f'he· reply proposed by the representatfve of France was adopted .. 
by 5 vo'te s to none. 

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republ ics) (Inter­

pretation from Russian) ·: v,ould the President read the text of the full 

reply which wiJ.l be sent? 

The PRESIDErJT ( Interpretation· from French) : The Council will 

be informed of the answer. It will be. printed and distributed. 

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of .Soviet Socialist Republics) (Inter­

pretation from Russian): Would the President give us the text of the 

decision Just taken by the Council ? 

The .PRESIDENT (Interi;,retation 'from Fre.nch): The Secretary 

of the Tr·usteeehip Council will be good enou[;.h to read this text, on 

which we have Just voted. 

Mr. ALEKSANDER (Secreta...-y of the Trusteeship Council): 
thit . . 

There are two p_oints: on:e is the question of the unification of the 

Trust Territories of Ruanda-Urundi and Tanganyika.', ddei:r;,not. --: • : -1 _ 

fal l within the competence of the Council and therefore ·che· b°ouncil 

was unable to consider· it~ 

As for the general questions, the Council will consider them in 

the course of its norma1 ·work. 

Mr. RYCKMI\IfS (Belgium): I~ there is no question cf 

postponing and giving them further answers then I vote for the 

resolution. 

Mr. SAYRE (United States of Ameri·ca): • I understand that all 

of theee repl ies wil ~ be prepai:e~ by the ~ecretariat end subm~tted to 

the Council for approval before being sent, _ ~o that I think the 

repreeentati~e ~f the USSR can be satisfied on tha~ point. 

/Mr. SOLDATOV 
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Mr. SOLDAWV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (Interpretation 

from Russian): Nevertheless I would ask that decisions on the petitions 
should be taken on the basis of~ clear wor-a..ing. 

If we do not act in this way it will mean that we decide on somethiTig 

now, and, when the Secretariat presents us with the final texts of the 

decisions, we shall have to consider it once again. It eeema _to me, 

therefore, preferable to know exactly what is the text for ~hich members 

of the Council are voti ng, and in the final consideration only dreftifl6 
cha.nsea vould be needed. 

The representative of Belgium now tells us that he would have voted 

for the pr oposal, but he voted against it, eo he did not know for what he 
was voting. 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): The r epresentative 
we 

of the USSR is perfectly right when he says that/shonid vote ·on a precise 

text. But we have not done so, because, as we have done previouslY, we 

discussed a petition and pr oposed the general tenor of the answer, which 

the Secretariat will draft. The draft reply will t?:!ln be put to the 

Council for i_ts final decision. 

It ie a procedure that has, of course, certain complications, but 

it has been followed previously. I should like to recall to the Council 

that the Fr ench delegation has time and again called its attention to . 

the advantages there would be in the establishment of a draf'tins sub­

committee that would prepare the answers, which would then be presented 

to the Council for agreement. With that type of procedure we should have 

gained time. But you notice that each time the Council takes up the 

consideration of petitions it falls into chaos, loses a . ~remendoue amount 

of time, and fa lls into the quagmire of drafting. 

The Council could adopt a reasonable procedure to cover all petitions. 

Every time petitions are discussed it is very difficult to oome to a 

decision, because we are not a d.rafting· committee. 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) (Interpr etation from French) : It seeos 

to me that we waste time because the ·Council interferes vith the work of 
the Secretariat. 

• What did ve do vith the petition from Bahaya vith regard to the . 
request concerning the Tanganyika Baha.ya Union? We decided to reject 

this petition and that t he Secretariat should commun.icate this to the 

petitione~ in order to inf'orm them of the decision of the Trusteeship 

/council. 
I 

:! 
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. Assistant . .• 
Council . . It was:· suggested to the7secreta:cy~General • that he make the 

reply moat courteous and diplomatic, to the effect that in vie~ of the · 

fact that this question was not within the competance of the Trusteeship 

Council, it coul d not take it into conaideration. That is all. It wcs 
. Aesj,stant 

left to the/Secretary-General to inform the petitioners of the decisions 

of the Council. 

The PRESIDENT ( Interpretation from Fren·ch): The Secretariat 

will prepare an answer in accordance with the vote that was taken here . 

If that answer is not appropriate, we can change it here in the· Council. 

Otherwise I do. not see how we ·can ever go back on a vote that has been 

taken, Once we have voted. on it here, then after we have voted we 

shall have to establish exactly what the answer wil l be . 

Mr. RYCRMANS (Belgium) (Interpretation from French): I 
should like to know what the Aesistant Secretary-General thinks about 

it. Does he think that the. Council controls the wording? 

Mr. HOO (Assistant Secretary-General) (Interpretation from 

French)~ If the decisions taken by the Council are clear, the Secretariat 

can draft and edit the answer. During the last session, every •time the 

Council made a decision, the Secretariat took up that decision and took 

care of the drafting. The decisions taken in the Council were never 

written decisions: r esolutions were adopted and then the Secretariat 

went through the report and drafted the decisions taken by the Council. 

Once the .Council has adopted a decision, it is the Secretariat that 

drafts it. 

PETITION FROM TEE CHl1GGf COUNCIL /(T{,PET.2/59 . Bea9lution 72,(.IV}; 

T/352) . 

The .PRESIDEI'JT (Interpretation from French): I repeat, we wil l 

go,.1 on to the third petition, from the Chagga Council. The representative 

of France has already presented observations regarding this matter; as 

has the representative of the USSR. 

Mr. RYCEMANS (Belgium) (Interpretation from French): Coul d 

we not ask Mr. Lamb a question concerning the communications to be mede 

to Chagga'l 

/In paragraph 20 



In paragraJ?h 20 of the reply of the Ad.ministering · J,uthori ty 1 t 1e eald tha. t 

recomt11endatione (a) end (c) -were accepted by the Government of Tanganyika· 

end approved by the Secretary of State. Recommende.tione (b) and (d) were 

bases for nmendments. With regard to this, proposals were made to Chagga . 

Did the Chag~a peo~le ·reply, or is that re~ly to be expected? rr• 
they are eatiefied, then this will permit ua to finish with this petition 

at once . If they did not reply to this proposal, then it vould be proper 

for us to we.it until the reply is received. 

At the in"litation of the Prea1dent1 Mr. Lamb, Special Representative 

for Tanganyika under British Administration, took his seat at the Council table. 

Mr. LAMB (Special ~epreeentative): ~e position when· I left 

~as that this we.a being explained to the Cha86a snd being discuaeed vith 

thetll, and the l atest information ·I had ·was that -it was being favourably 

accepted and r eceived by them. . 
• . on 19 Apri], 

As a point of interest; I might possibly refer to a ~ubl ic speech made ; 

by the Chief, who.is t he Chairman of the Chagga Council and leads the 

petitioners. I will read 

more than is necessary because we do hear thinga of-oth~r nature sometimes 

read in the Trusteeship Council. 

/Referring to this 
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Referring t o t his partic~lo.r matter, he :saye: 
. . 

"Our :po.ti ently and paternally sympa.thetic Governnent , besot 

by rony ur:3ent pr obl ons of vo.ryinc .importa.nco, ho.d not been idl e , 

f or in t he noa.ntine it ha.d been trying to fi~d ways. o.nd noc.ns of 

solving this probl en for us . The r esult was the ostablish.~ont of . , 

the Moshi -1\rusha La.rul Corml.iss i on, headed by Mr. Jus tice Ma.rk 

Wi l oon . Tho C0t"ir.lission hear d witnesses· frOI:1 all interested 

elenents, and its r epcrt incorpora.tod tho various evidences . 
. . 

Its r eco::nendo.tions wero criticized by all ro.cio.l oloz:1ents, and 

it we.s the fino.l concensus of opinion, A~rican and non-1\frico.n, 

t hct wns conveyed t o the Colonial Secretary. Under tho circun­

sto.nces , I consider tho present rosult tho fo.ireot o.nd n.ost just · 

t o be .o.rrived o.t . 11 

The PRESIDENT (Interpreto.tion f r om French ): · If there 

are no other r enarks, I suggest tho.t we r eply to the petitioners 

t hat the question wn.s plo.ced before t he Trus t eeship •• c·ounc11, o.nd. 

that o. declo.ro.tion wo.s no.de by the Afutinister.ing Authority t ho.t · 

the solution f ound to this question hl:,d proved satisf actory to 

t.e petitioner s . 

Mr. - R1tKMANS (Bol 13iun) (I nterpret ation frar:l French): I 

think_this would be soill6 further than the special r epresentative 

indicated, o.nd would perhnpo be ro.thor compro~isin3 f cr,the 

Adninistcring Authority . Tho special r epr esonto.tivo said tho.t, 

at the present tine, it was his iupression that the proposed 

solutions were woll r eceived, but we do not know this for sure 

and s hould t herefore say that , in view of the f act that proposals 

hcve been r...o.de to t ho ChaGsa Gouncil o.nd tho.t we ho.ve not yet 

r e~oivod the officio.l results of the conversuttons between t hen 

a.net the Adninistration, tho Council docidecl. t o postpone · consideration 

of this petition until it e·hc.11 ho.ve recerved this additiono.l , 

docu..":lcnto.tion. 

- The PRESIDENT (Interpretation f r on French) : I s tho 

Council r eady to adopt the proposal made by the r epresentative of 

Bel giun? 

Mr; RYCKMANS (Bel gium) (Interpretation frcn French) : We 

o.houl d firs t fine~ out whether tho r epresento.ti ve of the Uni t e·d 

Kingdon is in o.creonont. 
/Sir Alo.n BURNS 

i 
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Sir Alo.n BURNS (United Kingdom): Yes , · I nGree . 

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (Inter- • 

pr etation fron R~aainn) : I repeat my request that all decisions 

on petitions shoui d be p~t to the vote, this one os wel l . 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French) : Very well. 

Those who are in favour of tho proposai of the representntivo of 

Belgium will plense ro.ise their hands •. 

A vote wo.s to.ken b;y' show of hanc~s . 

The proposal was adopted by 7 votes to none. 

PETITION FROM THE TANGANYIKA AFRICAN ASSOOIATION (T/PF,T . 2/61, 

Resolution 74 (IV) , T/353) 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): We sho.11 

now pass t o .the fourth petition, the petition from the Tan.canyika 

African Association. ·The r esolution adoptdd on tho.t is 

resolution 74 (IV) , document T/328, paGe 22. 
1 ) 

Perhaps the representative of Fro.nee, who was t he Ctairpn.n 

of the Visiting Mission, could give us some information reaar diDB 

this matter . 

Mr. LAURENTIE (Fr ance) (Interpretation f r on French) : 

Regarding the petition pr esented by the Tall6anyika African Associa­

tion, it night be sufficien~ t o adopt the United States r eply 

because I think it covers this question completel y . This is 

definitel y a petition raising questions of a general character 

concerninc conditions 1n Tanganyika; no specific point has been 

riised by the petitioners , and I think it micht therofore be 

appropriate to follow the l i nes indicated by the r epresentative 

of the United States when we discussed the petition fro:ci the _ 

Shinyo.nga To.mship Africans . 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French) : If there 

are no other remark□, I sho.11 ask the Council to state whether 

it is in agr eenent with the suggestion of the representative of 

France . 

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (Inter-

·preta.t1on fron Russian) : 

.... · ·- - ...__, _______ ··--· -- --...... . -- ,,, _ .. _ .. . - .. .... . . ... .... , .;: . . . . . ... ... . 

I shoul d like some clar ification: 

/ decisions 
• ~ ..... ■ • • • •• .. ... ,, .. - . ,. . . . -- -- -- . 

do our 



decisions nean that the potit:1!one--those fror.i the Chagga Council, 

• the Shinyc.nga. Tmmship Africans, the Ta!l(;o.nyika African Association, 

for example -- wi l l be ccnsiderecl at the· sixth sesoion of the 

Trusteeship Counc11 in connexion with the report of the Adoinister ing 

Authority? That was my und.erstn.nding: that all these g_uestiono 

raised in the ·petitions will be considored at the sixth session 

of the Council in connexion with the report of the Adnir.li st<.n.•ing 

Authority. 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation fron French)~ The pe~itioners 

will be 1nfomed that tho questions raisect in their :petition . Will 

be · '. oxa.minod together with the considoration of tho o.nnual report . 

Therefore, it is up to all the members of the Council whon wo 

exo.oine tho annut:'.l reports , to cfraw the attention of the Council 

to the relevant petitions whi~h have come before tho Council . 

These are questions of a general nature; the petitions givo 

uo certain indica.tions and infornation which· r,.o.y be recalled by 

nenbers of the Council at a.ny nonent during the discussion of the 

annual reports of\ tho Mninistorj_ng Authori tios , • When a s:pecific 

point is reo.chod 1.n the 0xw.11na.t1on of these reports, o. represen-_ 

tativo can sc-.y that we have received a petition on this par"!,icular' 

mn.tter3 ant can draw tho attention of the Council to it. 

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union cf Soviet Soc'io.list Republics) (Inter­

pretation from Russian): I should like to clarify' the matter of· 

the Chagga Council potition~ This petition should be postponed 

until infornat1on is received on the attitude of the Chagga Council 

to the proposals of the A&ninistering Authority. 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation frcm French): Very well. 

It will be so done , 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium.) (Interpretation from French): Wo 

always get into the sru:;.e confusion, and I beg the Council to pay 

attention to this . We say that we shall consider the petition of 

the Tanganyika .Ai'rican ~ssociation on the occasion of the conside­

ration of the report., No, we shall not then consider the petition, 
' , In connexion with the annual report we shall consider the questions 

within the competency of the Council to which our attention hao been 

drawn by the petitiono But it is not a question of considering the 

petition. 
/When we consider 
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When we consider tho question of cduco.tion in Bunnda. -Ururuli, 

for example, what shall we in fo.c_t be c onsi('torine3? Sholl vo 

conoidor the petition frar.1. Mr. Yen So.ceghem, or shall -we 

consider the question of education in Ruunda -U1-undi? Wo -ehall 

ccnRider the quoot1on of education, and shoul d ther efore reply 

to Mr. V!.:.n Sa.cegh01:1 t ho.t we o.ro gretoful for hio inforna tion, 
~ . 

that it will bo w..1{en 1nto account , o.nc. t hat is o.11. But let 

us not ·toll the potitionor tho.t his petition will bo c onsido:rod 

nt another tine . At nnother tino wo shall consider the pr oblon 

of ec.u·ce.ti on in Ruanc:ta. -Urundi c.r.J.y . We sho.11 then be o.skod: 
11wha.t c'cid you clo w1 th tte pot1t1on7" It is not a. :petition; we 

sho.11· do n othing with i't . 

iTho PRESIDENT 
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Tho PRESIDENI' (Interprota·tion from French): That was what 

I just explajned to the reproscmtative of the USSH when I answered 

the question he put to the Council. I said that, as they ,rere 

petitions of a general character, every member of the Council can in 

the end when, for example, we discuss the problems of education in 

Tanganyika. say "In such-and-such a ·petition ther.e is an item referring 

to this and I should like the special representative to clarify this 

point.¥ It is not a case of re-examining a petition indefinitely. 

Mr. RYCKMP.NS (Belgiun1)(Interp1•etation from French)! I agree 

with the President, but if we reply to a petitioner. 0 Your petition 

will bo considered ·at such-and-such a time" we will have to send him 

a new communication. There is no question of considering his petition 

again. Wo took note of it and each member can bring it up again when 

the matter raised in the petition is discussed. 
. . 

What I object to is t~o practice of replying to the petitioner 

that his petition will be considered on such-and-such an occasion . 

because then we would have to tell him that his petition was not . . 

considered on that occasion but will bo· considered on another occasion, 

Each time the question arises, someone will ask what has happened in 

regard to that petition, We should simply reply that the petition will 

be taken into consideration and that is all, 

The PRESJDENI' (Interpretation from French): I understand as 

well that when we reply to tho petition we are not closing discussion 

on it. Tho genoral quostiorawhich are referred to in the petition will 

be discussed. The reply sent by the S0~retariat will have to be in 

that sense of course. 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Bolgium)(Interprotation from French): I agree 

if the peti~ionors will not expect another communication on their 

petition. 

The F.tIBSIDENI' (Interpretation from French): I thought the 

Council was in agreement on that. If thore is still some confusion 

in the minds of the members of the Council, I wish to coJ.l attention 

to the fact that we are trying to find some convenient procedure for 

covering these points. otherwise, we shall contin~ally find ourselves 

in this confused state. We have a .system which obviously is not the 

boat in the world for examining these petitions so, in the future, wo 

must find a more convenient system which will avoid this confusion. 

/Mr. S0LDNrOV 
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Mr. ·soLDATOV (Union of Soviet Soc:lali.st Ropublics)(Intor­

pretation from Rusbian): What would happen, for example, in the 

following case? The report on Ta...11.ga.nyika will be befol'.'e the Counci1. 

at its sixth se·ssion. In connexion with the problem of education, 
. . 

material will be used which ·was conta:J.ned in one o~ another petition 

and, to a certain extent, even tho docision of the Trusteeship Cov.nc:tl­

will .be connected with the · ~terial supplied· by a · petition. Does the:t 

ll16an than wo cari make no reply ·to the petitioner? · It s~oms to me t,bat. 

we could reply to the petitioner at that time . . 

Why does tl1e reprosentative of Belgium fool that we should end 
, . 

on(?o and for all work on these petitio~s? We are not finished with ' 

them; we are saying that these proble~2 will bo considered at a ruture 

date . Let us onvisa.ge that those. problems will be considered and that 

the T~steesh:l..p Council will take _ a _ decisi_on on them. Why could not 

• the petitioner be informed of this _decision by the Trusteeship Counci.l-? 

We cannot exclude the poss1bl.1ty of sending a reply to a 

petitioner. The present r eply is a, purely formal statement but when the 1 

question of e~ucatlon is considered by tho Council and a decision ta!cen,1 

why. cou~d not the petitioner bo informed in the fo:)..lowing. way: "In 

.the consideratio~ of the annual report, . the Trusteesh~p Council took \ 

a decision which, to a certain extent, ful~r reflects the matters dea1 t 

with in your petition. 11 I do not think we should exclude the poss1bilit~ 

of a reply by the Council to a petition which raises serious questions 

dealing with a situation in a Trust Territory. 
. ' 

The USSR delegation cannot agree with the r epresentative of 

Belgium t~t a decision to sond a purely formal reply at this time 

excludes decisions on the substance of the matter and the possibility 

of. sending a communication to the petitioner in regard to tho decision 

ta.ken by the Trusteeship Council on this reatter. 

If, during a f uture sosaion, the Trusteeship Council should 

consider matters relating to Tanganyika and should take a decision 

on educational matters in Tanganyika which wov.ld have a bearing on 

a petition by the Tanganyike. African·Association~ we should inform 

the Tanganyika African Assoc;r.~~ion that the Trusteeship Council, at 

it·s ·sixth session, considered the educational_ situation in TanGanyikE 

and took a decision on the basis of the report of the Administering 

Authority and that this decision ~ully satisfies the qu0stion raised 

i n its peti tion. 

ship Council, 

That would satisfy the petitioner and the Trustee-

/Mr. KHALIDY 
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Mr. KHALIDY (Iraq): It is a sou:cco of amazement to me why 

the Council did not see fit to appoint a committoe of four to study 

petitions in genore.l considering that t.be:::-o is so much divorg~nce of 

opinion. Evidently it is too late now. 

It is no use going through ever-.1 peti ti'on and wrangling on overy 

point in the petition, That· would entail a redundant discussion on 

mai\y points which wore raisod during tho consideration of the report. 

It seems to me that the best course to take now is to adopt a general 

resolution allowing the Secretariat to do tho job. The Council can 

tako a _general decision on what to do with those petitions and then 

the Secretariat can go ahead and do it . 

I understood the resolution of the United States representative 

we.a to that effect and I am sorry it is not being executed in that sense . 

Mr. HOOD (Australia): I think there is a certain amount of 

unnecessary misunaorstanding on the procedural aspects of _this question. 

If I understood the representative of the USSR correctly, his point 

is met exactly by the resolution which the Council adopted at its last 

session, resolution No. 74 (IV), which provides quite clearly that the 

Sccrotary-Gonerai shall connnunicate to tho petitioners any subsequent 

decisions which the Council may adopt on those questions . 

That leaves the remaining processes of reply to the petitioners 
proper . 

to the Secretariat which is perfect1.y/and in accordance with the general . 

intention of tho representative of Iraq, but which is also based on a 

specific resolution of the Council . . I soo no difficulty . 

. Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium)(Ihterpretation from French): . This 

discussion may not be completely useless. -What the representative of 

the USSR said is compatible with what I have said. 

Suppose a petition from tho Chagga Council brings to our attention 

certain problems~ Wo reply '.'With. regard to the positive request in 

your petition, we r eply the following .... . As to the general points 

raised in your communication, the Council takes note of them and. will 

take them into consideration when the appropriate questions are 

considered by the Council." 

Let us not inform them that their petition will be reconsidered. 

It is the points raised in the petition which will bo reconsidered so 

we should not put on the agenda consideration of a petition by the 

Chagea Council for example. 

/onco a · problem 
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Onco a problem has b oon brought to our attention, it 1s Quite 

normal, as the reJ?resentative of .Australia indicatfJd, that the 

Socretariat should koop the petitioner informed of 6.ocisions vhich 

are 0£ interest to him. By applying this method, we could avoid a 

-constant roturn to ~otitiona. 

The PRESIDEr-lT ( Intorprotat1on from French): • I think the 

roproscnta.tivcs of Australia· and Bel{sium have answered tho question 

asked by the representative of the USSR. 

/Mr. SOLDATOV 
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Mr, SOLDATO"v (Union of Soviet Socia.list Republics) (Intcr­

prcto.tion from Russian): I did not raise the qucst:ion; I jnet 

cndcc.vour·cd to clo.rify the d.ccision· of the Council be.ea.use the 

reprce:cnto..tivc of Belgium seemed to be- U.'10.cr o. misundcrstc,nding. I 

o.m thc.rJd'ul to the rcprcscnto.tivc of Australia. o.nd to hie rcfcr e:nce 

to the resolution which re.c.lly mo.kce the mnttcr clca.r. 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): ·The~ we will 

continue the considcra.tion of petitions, c.nd p:::rhnps we ccn finish 

these quickly. 

We will go beck to the resolution o:i the p7tition from the 

Tar,gc.nyiko. Africcn Associction. 

The Chairn£tn of .the Visit5.ng Mission suggested tho.t we unswcr 

this petition jn t he terms of the gcncro.1 cnswer proposed by Mr. 

Sa.yrc. Docs the Counc_il agree :with thnt type of c.nswer-7 Docs 

c.nybod.y c,ek for c. vote on :l.t? 

Union csk· :ror u vote? 

Docs the r epresentative of the Soviet 

Ya- . SOLDATOV (Rcprcsentp.tive of the Soviet Union) (Jntcr­

prctction from Russic.n): Yes. 

The PRESllJENT (Intcrprctntion from French): I hc.d a.eked if 

cnybody hc.d c.skcd for c. vote . I did not hear you c.nswcr. 

go· on to a vote. 

We; will 

Mr . .RYCKMAHS (Belgium) (Interprctnticin from French): 

According to the President's stntelllC:nt end in view of wha.t he.a been 

so.id by the rcprcsentc.tivcs of' Austro.lic r.nd Iraq, I think thnt we 

should de l ete this problem from our o,gendc.. 

The President stated thc.t c r eply wns given to the petitioners 

to the effect tho.t the questior.sdco.lt with in the petition would be 

considered --not the petition itself but the questions -- and tho.t the 

pctitionc-r would be informed of the decision of the Trusteeship Council 

on the pr-oblems c.nd questions dec,lt with in the pcti-tion. 

not now hcve to reply to t!l.c petitioner. 

So we do 

When there is o. petition which r equests ccrtc.in personal deIDD.:nds, 

when the Council tc.kes a dccision,the Sccrctcrio.t will inform Mr. so o.nd 

so a.bout the decision. 
/ _The PRESIDENT: 
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The PRESIDENT ( I nterprcto.tion f,:'Om Fr ench) : Then w~ hc.vc 

to go over the votes uga.in thb.t we hc.vc c.lrcudy tt:.kcn; -we huiic to re-do 
c.11 thc-.t . 

Mr . RYCT..a.1A1JS (Belgium) (Intci·preto.tion from I<'rcnch) : Would. 

the President o.llow me to present o. augceetion, I would suggest the 

.following : In view ot: the fact tha.t the Trusteeship Council did not 

promise to the petitioners tlm.t the pctitior..swoul d. be reconsidered but 

tho,t the questions r c.ised i n the petitionswould be considered; 

o.nd in view of the feet that the petitioners hc.vc o.lrondy been in:fo1'U!Cd 

tho.t the future decis1ons of the Council on problems tho.t interest them 

will be communicated to :thcm,thcre is no need to consider such 
petitions c.ny fUl~thcir. • 

I think tho.t • I cgrcc with t he rc~r ~sentntivc of Ir~q.· 

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union or Sovtet Socic.list Republics) (Intcr­

prcto.tion from Rusaio.n): It seems to me thc.t we could finish ottr work 

quickly. There ore only o. few petitions on which c. decision is still 

pending. We were to.king decisions quite quickly and ari1.· now wnating time 

on .th(; consideration of sidc-11n0 qll:cstions. 

One ccnnot cgrcc wiih the propoeo.l now mo.dc by the r cprcacnta.tivc 

of Belgium~ The decision to.ken at the fourth session was quite clcox; 

that is, _tho.t the-Trusteeship Council will consider the problems 

dea.lt yith in the petitions -at its fifth session in connexion wi th its 

c onsidcrc.tion of the r eport of the Visiting Mission. We did no·i; 

cxc.minc the report of the Mission at this s ession und di d not consider 

the questions dca.lt with in the J:'.Cport o:r the Mission. But we decided 

. to consider the petitions end the InD.ttcrs contained ther ein. 

We hc.vc dcc.lt with three ·pcti tiona and ha.ve now :finished. the 

considcro.tion of the fourth petition; only the vote r c!lll'.ins . The 

other pctitiona will not t c.kc more than :f1f'tccn minutes. Now why 

should we raise once more the question of procedure? It seems to me 

thut we cc.n finish quickly end to.kc decisions with rcgo.rd to the 

r emnining petitions . 

If' we do not do so I reserve my risht to speak a.bout the proposni 

of the ric:prcscntutiv0 of B0lgium und iii wil.l not spcuk us briefly ~s I 

ho.vc. done now. 

/ The PRESIDENT: 
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The PP.ESIDENT ( Interprcto.tion from French) : I would like 

t o r emind the Council that we hnvc clrcndy tc.kcn a. vote on the formc.l 

proposal presented by the rcprcscntctivc ?f the United Stutes in the 

t erms t ho.t wcr 0 r end ou t . I propoec now thnt we saould. tnkc a 

vote thct will atc.tc whether or not we should n.nswer in the seme 

s c.nsc to t he petition of the Ta.nganyi lm Afri co.n Associction. 

Those who nre· in f avour of an answer nlong eimila.r lines na 

thct proposed by Mr. Soyrt please r a i se their r ight hands. 

A vote wo.s tnkon by show of hcmds. 

The propoec.l woe ndopt ed by 9 vot ca _t o none . 

PETITION FROM MR. R. VAN SACEGiiEM (T/Pet.3/14, Resolution 52(IV)) 

' The PRESIDENT: We wi ll go on to the next pct i tion, from 

Mr. R. ·vnn Snccgha.m. Arc ther e any r cmc.rks on this petition? 

~1r. SAYRE (United Stctes of America): I do not think this 
-need t o.kc us long. This petition could r eally be diYidcd into two 
parts. One i s the r equest for t he grant of a .echola.r~hip; the ot her 

is c. gcner o.l coneider o.t.ion of cducc.tional problems. 

As to the firs t , we have a.lrca.dy t o.ken o. deci sion. In 

r esolution 52(IV) which is conta ined in Supplement No.l of the 

Resolutions, you will r eed: "The Tr~s tceehi p Council dccidoa .. 

that no a.ctidn by the Council i e· called for mn the specific r~queat-­

of the pcti tioncr wi ~ respect to tho gro.nting of a scholarship; 1' 

As to the second pa.rt, we decided thc.t 11the gener al question of 

cducc.tion rc.ised in the petition will be consider ed in conjunction with 

the fina.l cxc.minc.tion of the r eport of the United Ifo.tions Visiting 

Mi ssion to East Africc..," and r equcet?dthe Sccrct ory-Gcncrnl''.to 
communicate to t~e pctitione~ any subsequent decisions which thc · Council 

may tc.ke on this question, together with the r cl evnnt pa.rte of the 

official r ecords of t he CoWlcil." 

It would seem t o me tha.t having dealt with the first part we could 

dispose of the second po.rt very briefly by f ollowing the acme f ormula 

v.s hc,e been proposed· with r espect to the other petitions 

The P~SIDENT (Interpretation from French): I ask 

whether it feel s tha.t we can answer cs Mr. s~.yr e hce suggested . If ther e 

r.:e no objections or r cmc.rks we will t ckc n vote on tnis nntter immediat ely. 

/ Those who 
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' ' 
Those who o.rc in fa.vour of cm cnawcr such oe suggcetcd by Mr . 

Sey.re plcnsc raise their right hnnds. 

A vote iTC.s to.ken by show of h~nds , 

'£he proposr.l wc..s a.doptcd. by nine votes to hone, 

/ w1.: w111 ·now 



F.LB/DG T/P .V. 188 
66 

PETITION FROM MR. GASS.AMUNYIGA MATTHIEU (T/PF!r.3/8, RESOLU'I'ION 62 (IV)) 

PETITION FROM MR. FRANCIS RUKEBA (T/PET. 3/9, RESOLUl'ION 63 (IV) ) 

PETITION FROM MR. G. CLE?1IENT N'I'ILEMPAQA (T/Wi' . 3/12, RESOLUTION 65 (IV)) 
,. 

The PRESIDm11' (Interpretation from French) : We shall now 

go on to petition number 6, the petition presented by Vu-. Gassamunyiga 

Matthieu. 

Mr. RYCKt!Ju'JS_ (Belgium) (Interpretation from French) : Could 

we not take the petitions from Messrs . Matthieu, Ru.keba and Ntilem:paqa 
' together? They ar~ all of the same nat~re . It seems to me that these 

are general observ;t1cns on the Administration of Ruanda-Urundi. 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French): Does the 

Council feel that we could answer in the same sense as we answered 

the previous petition, the same answer es that proposed by the 

representative of the United States? If there are no objections 
,:e shall put this to the vote. 

A vote was taken by show of hands. 

The proposal was adopted by 8 votes to none. 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation from French) : We have 

thus concluded the examination of the petitions . 

REVISION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE 

The PRESIDEIIJ"'T ( Interpretation f r om French) : We shall 

go on to item number 2 on our agenda which, I believe, will not give 

rise to a long discussion. It is the revision of the rules. of 

procedure . The representative of the United Kingdom had asked 

that this item be discussed. Last night he suggestod that rule 99 
be examined by the·Trusteeship Council. I should therefore like to 

ask ~ir Alan Burns ~to be good enough to explain his point of view on 

the matter of rule 99 of the rules of procedure . 

Sir Alan BURNS (United Kingdom): As I pointed out yesterday, 

my feeling is that some steps should be taken by the Council to ensure 

that the report of a visiting mission should not be published until 

such time as the observations of the Administering Authority are 

/available 
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available to be pubiished with it, subject of course to a time- limit 

·tb the ·Admin.1.Sterir:ig A~tho;i ty' . which would .· prevent any undue delay. 

rt" s~ems to ~~ that ·1 t _' sh~uld pe J.)Ossible. if the Sec~;tary-General 

transmits to each ·member of·the Trusteeship Council confidentially 

a copy of this _report,to avoid any pre:::iature -publication. '.I am 

well aw~re that there is always the danger of leakage of such. 
. • • . . 

information but I think the Council should do all in its power ~o 

obviate that possibility and I suggest no. funendment to the rule 

·but .a recognition by the Trusteeship Council of the desirability . . 
of publishing both _:the report and .the observations of ·the· Administering 

Authority .together. · In the meantime the report of the visiting mission ' . • 
should be t reated es a confidential document . . 

, . 
a 

The PRESIDENT (Interpretation ·from French) : The Assistant 

Secretary-General shall make a .statement on the item raised by the 

representative of the United Ki_ngdom. 

Mr. HOO (Assistant Secretary-General) : As I had the 

opportunity of tell ing the Trusteeship Council on a previou~ occasion, 

there are no secret documents in the United Nations. We bave 
11 restricte~' and" unrestricted" documents but they are not secret. . 

W'aat we could do 1s issue a limited number of copies at the 

beginning and send them _to the _members of the Council only, but we 

cannot vouch for secrecy! If one 'doci.,inent ·somebo", leaks out we cannot,of' 
course 

/guarantee that that will not happen. What we coul d do is ask the 

Conference Deplrtmentto issue only a limited amount of the report 

and send one copy to e.ach member of th~ Council so that the Administering 

Autho:rity w11.l be ;ro_v1de/
0
fhroue.h iits' member. of. the Council and 

publish the report later when .the Council so decides . . 

Mr. SOLDATOV (Union of Soviet Soc.ialist Republics). 
. . 

(Intel'pretation from Russian): I wanted to ask a question on order 

but the representative o·f Mexico wishes to speak on the substance 

as far as I understand. 

Mr. NORIEGA (Mexico) (Interpre~ation fi'.~m Spanish) : I am 

rather inn stra~ge.positio~·becaase r · find a conflic~ between the 

/proposal just 
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proposal jus t mado and· "t,crk carried out by the United Nations · 

on freedom of information. If , re consider the final act of _the 

Conference on Frdedom of Informat1on ,that was held in Geneva in 
• 

April of 1948,an4 if we examine the records of the Third Committee 

of the Gener a l A~aembly du.rill{! our last session and, furthe::-more , if 
~ . 

at the aamo time :we examine the draft convention that ~-!as a•l..cpt0d 
f . 

by the Third Com.t i ttee_ itse lf and t hen by the General Assembly, we 

would find : that there is a definite c l ash between this pr<~posal and 

the matters of principle which were adopted and approved by the 

Conference on Freedom of Inf ormation and the g_ues tions of p1•inciple 

that are involved in the ConYenticn of Freedom of Information adopted 

by the General Assembly during our last session; 

I must say -- a nd this I am saying wi t h all due respect to the 

United Kingdom dele~ation -- that it vas t he United Ki ngdom delegation 

in the Third Committee and in Geneva that most heartily fought to 

give the greatest possible freedom ·or acces s to info:cmation. 

I should also like to point out to the Council that in the 

Convent ion adopted by the General Assembly that there is a 9l auee 
. .. • jou1·ces of 

that specifically guar antees to newspepermen access to informat1on 

of the United Nations . Within the sour~es of infoi'lXlation are included 

the bodi es of t he United Nations and the documents that these bodies f . 
of the Uni ted Nati~'ns ·_pr oduce . 

/Very often for reasons 
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•• Very often, for reasons of the work itself, organs of the United 

Nations have to d.ecide to have closed meetings and. the
1

n the entry of 

newspape-r men is not permitted·. •. But I reca11 the fact that the · 

representative of the United. States in the Third. Connni ttee fought very 

,·1armly in favour of this article . r·t was decided 1n this article 

• of the Convention that there would always be a possibility of giving 

information to the press on the v10:dc of the United Nations and its 

committees. It was felt thnt if in certain 1)8.rts of the · world there 

v1as not suf'ficient oppprt.tini ty for newspaper men to be given 1Ilformation, 

it could not be accepted~ nevertheless, that in the United Nations 

itself there could. be ariy restriction or secrec~ wi:th ret,sara. t~ . . 

documents prepaxed by the United ?.Jations, which ga"To a a~ of the 

work of' certa1n Committee~ or sub -committees or arzy other bodies of 

the United Nations. 

Therefore, I do hot knov1 ·whether a i-esolution of the Council in • 

this sense could really be considered as consistent •with the 

attitude of' the General Aaeembly ·and that· of' the a:pecial O:mfe:cence 

called by the United Nations on Freedom of Information·. 

Mr. HOOD (Australia): I find this question somewhat 

baf'flinG when examined. in the lic;ht of' the actual rule 99. It is 

quite clear from that rule -- as the Assistant Secretary-General has 

just stated -- that it is open to the Secretariat to circuJ.ate any 

such report immediately to the members of the T:'('Usteeshi:p Council. 

That appears to be provided fo:r in the ruJ.e, and that is all right. 

But then there is a second provision in the rule on v1hich I 

shouJ.d like to ask the Assistant Secretary-General a question as to 

his inter:pretation of it. The rule says: 0 The mission l]ay 

authorize the Secretary-General to release its report in ~uch form 

and at such date as it mey deem appropriate. 11 That release is 

apl)a:rently something different from the transmission~toeach member 
, , 

of the Trusteeship Council. What exactly is meant by the term 
11release 11 ? If release means something over and above · circulation 

to the :members of the Trusteeship Council, then that implies that 

circ~tion among the members of the Council is of a ·confidential 

nature, does it not? Otherwise I do not understand the ru.le. 

Nr. HOO (Assistant SecretarJ-General.); All the documents of' 

organs of the United Nations are made available to the public as 

/ <loon as 
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soon as they a.re made available to the organ to :which they a:re 

addressed, so I do ·not know of MS" other i nstance in a:ny other organ 

of the United Nations of the matter now being discussed by the Council., 

Usually the other organs want their ~ocuments to be dis-tribv.ted as 

widely as possible, but here I think the trend is diffe~n-c and. we have 

no other precedent. 

As far as I understand. this sentence abo,.tt relec.se of re:ports it is 

that it ·wo_uld be an advance release, in ~~.1uia·~0 t?..~d £'0rni; t:-..e.:L l.3 why 

it says "in such forw and at such date as it may da,~m ap?:r.c:;:.,1::·~a.teo 11 

It is not necessarily released after the reception by the Com1cil of 

the re;port. 

I say this, remembering the precedent we hac. -- and the 

representa.tive of Australia knows this himself - - in tl:e 'Pe.Jest.ir..e 

report . The Council will remember that izhe:., we Jil3.:ie thaJ.,; report 

it could not be published right away because it was too lor.g and it 

,-ias not even in Ne-w York, ;t t was drafted in Geneva. But it -w_as 

a.n:e.nged to re_lease the summary of the main parts of :that report by 

telegram with Lake Successo I think that is the meaning of that 

sentence 4 

Mr. SAYBE (United States of America): I do not want to 

interrupt the list of speakers and I do not mmt :to spealc on the 

general subject, I simply ,,ant to answer the question asked by the 

representative of Australia because I think I ca.n answer it very_ 

bri_efly . 

That sentence -was written into rule 99 to provide for a 

situation which arose in conneJ:ion -with the report on Western Samoa. 

The Visiting Mission had returned from Western Samoa with a report 

which had not yet been laid before the Trusteeship Council. I thinlc 

I .roay say that one of the news:pa:pers got that report - - or at least 

got what_ they allet;ed to be the report -- and threatened to publish 

it the :following Monday if it was not released. And it was for that 

reason that this sentence was uri tten into _the rule , ·which would 

authorize the release - - and that mea.ns the release to the public 

of a report under conditions where one might fear distorted comments 

othe:n-lise. I think that is the reason it was written into the rule. 

/Mr. IAUBENrIE: 
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Mr. IAUREf-l'TfIE (France) (Inter1rcetation from French) : I ap;ke 

_about .this matter at the beg1nni;:ig of ~~is.session, the Council will 

recaJ.l . 

Regarding the • chage in rule· 99 I d.o not think that the. objections 

:presente_d by the_ representative of Mexico, vhich ttre objections· on 
. ' 

principle and with refei"ence to freedom of information, would apply. 

It is not contrary to the freedom of the :press that the author of a 

document decides not to present it to' the:public until after a cer_tain 

deley . It ia a pr ocedure ·mat we , the Trusteeship Councii, arlo~od~. ·v . 
' . 

·when ·we considered. the report of the Comm1ttee on Jerusalem. It 11aa 

understood that that document ,-1oul d not be given any publicity whilst the 

,:~ .,,,}._::~:.,:-.:..:. ·was ..,,orkins on it, and the representative of Mexico 

too.k :part in . the worl.: of that Committee . It is therefore l)erfectly 

feasibl e that we should do this . 

Regarding the advantages inherent in the delay of publication, I 
, • decide. 

think these are for the Council to7This happened last year . A report 

was· :,y.'Jlished as an unrest:t•icted document ·of the United Nations, that is 

to say, it ·was sent to the J?:ress inside and.· outside the United .Sta.tea
7 

but in a very fragmentary and second-hand form. The journalists of the 

-world took this re:port and. published -what they thought -was · a "s.coo:p" 

and the resuJ.t was that the Visiting Mission and the Trusteeship C-0uncil 
• ' ' 

were subjected. to very- grave criticisms ·which l4e1-e at times very 

acrimonious· on the part of the press of the· v1orld. They suggested that 

the Council lias losing its serenity and that the Visiting Mission !had 

de:Cinitely lost a great deal of confidence; and· it worr1e·d the Council 

and the Visiting Mission and we were in danger of becoming :perhaps a 
. .. ' 

trifl e hot -headed. Also , 'I must admit, the CounciJ. was in danger of 

losing its great efficiency because of the. atmos:phere • <?reated. by the 

premature. publicat ion of this document . 

Last year the members of the Visiting Mission to Western Samoa 
..,,ere very ,,orried by the criticisms to· which they were . subjected, 

but the fact of the· matte~ is that t~ . co~tr~ might be the . ca~e • .. 
I think that that -was an unfavourable circumstance occurring as .the 

., •' . . -
result of our work. It is ferfectly c l ear· that if · the tone of the 

press was unf'avourable it was because the rep<:>rt waa published in 

incomplete form and I think we might safel y say :prematurely. Had 

the rep~rt been published two months later, together with the 

observations presented by the Administering Authority concerned, 

it is obvious to us all that a:ny honest newspaper man would have 

tconsidered the 
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consi:.dered. the entire matter together ·with all the 1nf o!'Illati on, he 

1-1ould have read the report and the observations of the Administering 

Authority, which he could not do t hen because the details had not been 

completely given to him. The press did not have all the documents and 

the matter had not as yet come to e. head.. They attacked something 

which was not as vet ready to be considered... by them. 
" int • 

- That is the imporlant~ and that is the crux of the matter as I 

see it, in order to guarantee the efficiency and the calm work of the 

Council. 

The PRESIDEI'iT(Ir4terpretation from Franch) : I have two other 
. . . 

s:peaker.s on nzy list, the United Kingdom and Belgium. I unde1•stand. that 

Belcµ~ is ,-1illin8 to withdraw, ao that the United Kingdom 1s .:.15he oni_v 

s:peaker. But if this is going to becoID3 a l ong meeting, we might 

adjourn and take ·up this matter at three o ' clock this a:ftel-noon. 

The ID3eting rose at 1.0 p . m. 




