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The ?RCSIDE!i!T: I declare open the twenty-seventh meeting 

of the fourth session of the Trusteeship Couricil. 

EXJu:UHA'i'IOH OF AIJlTUAL REPORI'S: C.Af/IBROOI~S '(J},'D:CR FillECII J-.I:1,rrr:ISTPJ'iTIOH 

GElillRAL DEBAT"i: ( documents T /219 and T / 242) 

The PRCSIDZI-:T: As I imagine that the Presi~ent h&s been 

held. u:p on the road. I think I had. better o::_:ien the Council and. proceed 

with the q_'..lestion of the exw1inatio:ri of the annual reports of t he 

Careeroons an~ Tosoland U11Qer French Administration. 

}c-. __ G.~~--:~K'\U ·(f-;=-;~~; ) (Interpretation from :French): I i-lou.ld 

lil:e at the :p::::esent st:i'ge· ·or the general debate to re:ply on some 

:ioints tliat we:~e raised. by my colleae;ues. I shall oe brief • 

s:'he rc:;recen-:ctive of Costa F.ica b.c..s net yet arrived.. I 

w:.:.ntoc:. to sa;r s0m.eti.1in[; on the su':)ject of .L l,o 
1..1-L-v 

t~1e inc:.:ec.se in size of the city of Ya~)n1'1.e. 

c ornmenta;._7 he made on 

I 11ou.lC_ li:::e to say t hat this c oiL.uc➔ :-;.tery i3 e.ccurate and tha t 

he :-:-rench J~cJninistre.tion is concernec.. 'tii th this :problem. The 

~routh of the ci t~r of Yao'.lllc.e has been 1:.l".!10s t inevitable . The 

fact ::if this inc:::-ease in the ur'.:>an po::_:u}_ation wh:'..ch can be n')tec. 

elsewl:ere h(:.s t22ccn place in Africa by virtue of that fwnily 

soJ i.::..c.ri ty tho.t has been noted. b;:,r sever.s,l uf the accredi tee. 

re?resent&tives. 

The cre.s.tion of an impo::::-tr..nt adni.n:'..s trat:.ve center ha s c&.used 

an increase in the :population inasmuch £:,S th0 fe.r:ii.lies c:.rou..."lcl 

na tive oflicials increased. 

Many of these :9eople hz.ve no me[;.Jls of existence e::ce:pt in 

comnr ... tni ty with the :persona6e who is imrested with ac'mir..is~rative 

functions. Now, to correct this si tua ti::,n: fo::c a city like 

Yaou.nc..e it ,1ould. be necesscr.r to fino.. ath'7r rr.oc_3s '.)f life th3,n 

cor;m:erce or c.CJilinistrative life ; thi:t is, we would bave to 

inc..ustrialize the city. But this ind.ustrie.lization would. only 

accin cause an increc:.se in the :population of the city of Yaouri!.e a.7.c_ 

t::.i s e.5ain ,wulc. have a bac.. efi'ect u:pon the country. 

The authorities, as I say, have been concerned ·with the prc,blem 

but hcve f01 .. md. there is no ee..sy solution. The adminiotration 

co:c.teu::_Jlc.tes meE:sures it already he.s tal:ea some mee.slli.~es -- to 

settle the )O]ulati::in ~s much as possible upon the soil by d.cvelo9ing 

thei:."' cc;riculturo.l l;:nowled.£,e end. science. 
/It has 

\ 
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··It has -created. agricultural centres or stations .so that the 

population comes to_ take a greater and greater interest in _supporting 

itself by agriculture and 1n makiflg such profits in agriculture aa to 

maintain and: indeed increase its standard of living . . - . 

I have' already said that the Administration has gone ove~ this 

• problem with the greatest care several times. • It continues to seek 

the :temedies that wouid palliate th~ difficulties which this situation 
has caused and which my colleague from Costa-Bica note.d, • ' 

The represerntative of Costa Rica also brought up tlle question that 

had already been put in connexion with the diet in prisons. As I have 

said, there has been no discrimination as between black and white, but a 
: . . 

mere recognition of the fact that the customary -diet of the two peoples 

is different shows that if two different diets were provided~ · ·they were 

pre>vicled . in th~ int~rest of all the prisoners. •• 

From the point of view of calories contained in the diet there is 

no difference as be_tween . that supplied to Europeans . and that supplied to 

the indigenou~ population, Now, if it were possibie t6 'estahli~h 

a ~ingl~ di~t which will' be of equual benefit to . both groups, ·then the 

Admini-strat:1.on would have no objection, but that wh1ch·'has · been instit-
' . . . 

uted in prisons azt; the present time is e.leo to be· :fo·iuid in · existence 

in our _ military organizations where ~e diet is prepared in a·ccordance 
- ... 

with the needs of the various groups thet have been incorporated in the 

French Army. 

I recall; _ for example, . that at the begin..'ling of the year 194(' when 

the Armistice had already bean signed and a.bout 31'J . volunteers·· arrived at 

Vichy from the furthest parts of the overs~as territorie's· :._ son:e from 

Rapa -- .llt -was ~eceesary to set up a special kitchen ior therie people 

. who could not at ~ll get' used to the · general fbod supplied to the rest 

of the Fren~~ Army. 

Now I w9uld like to turn to various ren:arks roo.de by the Philippine 

delegation and in particular to the import~nt poL~t that be~~a upon 

the French TTnion. 

· This question was raised: last week in _the S'.l"!:>-coil;Ill1 tte-,e entrusted, 

according to thff General Assembly Resolution, yith the study of the 

possible effects of the 'ad.ministra:tiv_e unions upon the Trust · 

Territories, whi'ch problem the Trusteeship Council h~d already noted 

in conne·xio:n with Ruana.a.:.Urund.1, :Tanganyika er.d New Guinea . ur.der 

Australian-Administration. 
/ :Previously, during a 
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Previou.sly, during a meeting of the Counc11, · the representative of 

Mexico had already asked the question, and I 'had replied to some of his 

comments. 

In the sub-committee, a vote tovk place on the ,subject of whether 

the problem raised by the French Union should ·be studied in the Sub­

Committee. This Sub-Committee was set up by a General Assembly Reeol­

ution which had in mind only administrative unions, and, in par:ttl:cular, 

those that had already been dibcussed by the Council and by t~e Fourth 

Committee. 

In this case it is obviously not a question of an administrative 

union. • The administrative unions which the 9-eneral Assembly Resolution 

refers to are thooe between a Trust Territory and a neighbouring 

territory, but if this vote of the Sub-cornmittee had any grounds, I would 

tell the Council that the French delesation is not seeking to avoid a 

thorough discussion of the problem thet has been raised first by the 

Mexican delegation and afterwards by the ?hilippine delegation. 

The French delegation is of the belief that this problem could be 

studied by the Sub-Co1Ll111ttee if the Trusteeship Council deems that the 

Sub-Committee should do so. In this case however, the Trusteeship 

Cot'.Ilcil would have to take a special decision entrusting the Sub­

Con:mittee now studying administrative unions to proceed also _to study 

the qu~stion of the relations between the Trust Te~ritories end the other 

territories that constitute the French Union, 

We think that it would be of the greatest interes~ to clear up this 

rratter and to bring the position to a point where all members of the 

Council might have a clear idea of the relations between the Trust 

Territory and the French Un.ion. 

I would reserve the right to open a more thorough discussion of this 

point a6 a later stage, For the time being, I will limit myself t'o 

com:r,unicating to the Council that my delegation is ready to su~mit all 

the necessary docuu:.entation and information to the Sub-Cor:'.mittee in 

question if the Trusteeship Council agrees with that point of view. 

Mr. BAER (Iraq); In an effort to avoid repetition and in order 

to express fully .. the attitude of rr,y delegation toward the reports under 

consideration, and our approach to the ~rusteeship Eystem, I have 

thought it expedient and appropriate to reiterate here soree of our main 

convictione relevant to the Reports under consideration as a -whole. 

/ Others 01 my ret2erks 
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~there of my rerrarks ehall refer to some ~f the reports and r rre.y 

reserve particular rerr-.a.rks with reference to the report which fa now 

occupying the attention of the Council. In so dc1ng, my delegation 

shall have nade its general statement with respect to a.11 tl:..e reports 

which the Council has proposed to consider presently. At the same 

time, I would like to reserve the right of my delegation to rr:ake partic­

ular statements to the several reports as they are considered by the 

Council. 

I must declare at the outset that we are faced in this Council with 

some handicaps. 0ne is the need to be a.cclirr.atized to the field of the 

work and the proced.ure followed, having only recently attended the 

meetings of this Council, s a.tege that ia always overcome but not until 

some time later. 

~he other is the considerable drawback that some of the reports end 

apparently abundant literature that supplements them, are not n:r~de 

available in the two working languages. We consider i:nis an uru:ec~ssary 

drawback that could and, we believe, should be avoided for the better 

functioning of this Council. 

There is some consolation in the fact that we are not the cnly 

delegation so unhappily handicapped, which makes remedy of the present 

arrangement more pressing. We believe the reports must be rr£..de 

available in the two working languages. I do no~ intend to detein the 

Council on this score, but I am taking steps to n:ake it possible ttat 

this important subject is considered more fully and given the attention 

it deserves by this august Council. 

We regard the Trusteeship System as the rrcst constructive end 

dynamic aspect of this organization and we ccnsequently telieve the 

responsibility of thiG Council to be extremely heavy. We ere also 

mindful of the enormous weight of responsibility that rr1ust, of necessity, 

be borne by the Administering Authoritien. They have our BJT.:pathy end 

understanding of the difficulties that beset their efforts, 'l'he 

problems that face us in the Trust Territories are urgent; pre-gross must 

be achieved in an extremely short tirre and the people under Tru3t rr.ust 

be made to look after their own affairs end to take their plece arnc:ng 

the free end. independent nations of the 'W'orld. 

/ rt·~·fs truly a trust 
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It is truly a trust of c1vilization that :i.1eq_uir~s e:~treme 

efZort on the part of ail concerne~. 

1.'e believe the relev-ant parts of the Uni tee.. Nations Charter 

c.nc:L tl"e airas set out the:rein, esfecial2y in the opening :pare.E,ruph 

lli th the utnost 1·esy,ect and attention .the~r deserve. 

to rr.e2.n ,1i.i.:-~t the:,· se..y c.nd im:'..)ly, and ,-1e do not believe that their 

:cer,11in.::; '.)::.,· i~)licc:.tio:1 coulcl be mistalrnn to mean opposite tl1ings. 

'.~e e.re coniic..ent that we sha.i..l not be re5e.r<ied un:rc2.l:'..stic in ou::..~ 

a::.~?::::-oacl: to tl:e Charte:t in this res7:,'ect. 

The Chc..:cter of the Uni too. Nations does not pro:p:::ise th::i.t 

~ru3t ~erritories oust be tran3formed. beyond recoc;nition, nor ~oes 

it inpl:,· thct the :;eo:_:ile und.er trust shall forego their t1·aditions, 

bac::c,:;:-oi..:nd. 2-nd time -honoured cucto:-;is. 

'.Te tc:l:e the Che.rter to r~ee.n that :prosross o.nd. poli ticG.l 

consciousness ~ust be ad.~inistereQ as-best fit to 2reser~e the 

id.enti t;y w"ld. the characte::.:istics of the '::::'er:...•i to:-cy. 

i .rticle 73 of Chapter XI of the United. Hat.io.:IB Charter 

em:'.:)has ::.zes that all r:i.easures for ac.lvencer:ient in non-self-c,overning 

ter:"i tories, whether ?Oli tical, ec01:rnnic or ed.ucatiom,l, must 'be 

vie,;•1ed. with :9c..:cticula!' reference to the local indicenous c:.i.lture of 

tl:e peo:::iles concerned.. 

Thercfo:1:e, 11e believe that the Administering .tuthori ty must 

reG.:-,.rc. this :..mpo::.·tant issue more ad.eg_ue.tely than hc.s been c..one 

~:e a!'e tolC:. th&t the:.1e exists no linf;-J.e. f1°2nGa for some of the 

'l'er::.:i tories unc..e::." c..iscussion. Sarely there m'..l.st exist 2. vernecular 

of sor.1e sort thc..t coulo.. 'be encouni . .;ed., rather then en!'orce a foreign 

lc1;.cunce wl:ich cc.:r1°ies in i to trail entirely foreign sets of 

tn;.C..i tion, bc.cl:.:;ounC:. c.nd culture, which leacs to the bewild.erment 

r a.t::e!" th~n the concciou::mess 0i' the mc.jori t;r of the population. 

~.-e believe that the enforcement of & l:::.nc,uage entirely fo:~eic;n 

to the i.:eo:plec u;,1~er trust, enci ma.kine it conditional to the holc.ing 

of of:.:'ice, 01· even to casting of votes in electi:::ins, would ~eo:;_:iard.ize 

the eventuc,l choice of the loce.l populations, so .• t.hat when t~1e tin:e 

c01~es for them to me::e their choice, it shall not be c.n e:i:';;irely free 

choice. 

Let tl1is not be con::,trued. thc.t ·we stend a.gdnc t t:1e t eE.ching of 

a uo~ern foreig..'1 lmisuuge in the Trust Territ:::iries. On the con t:::ary, 

i.1e believe thc:.t this rn.E.-;;r be the ch2..nnel throu5h which c:'..vilizo.ti,:m 
I , 

;enc.. 
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and :_:iroc;re3s may be im:iorted and. S}lread. 

lim1ever, even in the DlOGt ~d.vandecl nations, one ce.n k::cdly 

expect all the po:'..)ulntion to lmow a second rich and c-:mi:9lic::i.teJ. 

languac.;e. .Even some of the unive·1·sit·:es· in advanced co·..1.ntries do 
. 

not insist on th3 l.1~oi-1ledGe -::,f a second langue.Ge. 

It is, in our o:pinion, some-what_ arbitrary that the peo::;ile un1cr 

trust are by la'\1 req_uired. to know a fo1•eiGn lan.:.;ue.ce befo:::-e the;ir 

can exe::cise their ri[;;hts as ci ti. zens. Are we not setting 

some·whc.t a hi ,:;h stc.:..:.'1c'.ard for i,eo:ple ,-1110 , · by d.efini tion, e.re behind 

in the rru::·ch -::,f civ:i.lizetion? · 

"\:e believe tl:a t the .kn011ledce of n seconda:-y lwsue.ce muet be 

seconc.. to the c.evelo)ment of tl:e locc.l vernacula1· which :9:i:eserves 

tl1e essentic.l cho.racte::.•iGtics of the inc.igenous population which is, 

I re~ea0
0, a sr.crec', ti~ust o? civilization. iie oelievc thc.t while 

• e.11 the va1•ious human cult~:~es are somewh.-:,,t similar in t:1cir e.ims 

and objectives va1·iations end. e.-id.i tions to these cultm·es are inc.eed 

a source of e::1ricl1l'.llent to tbe tatality of the hUir1an culture as a. 
-whole. Ha,, coulc:. loce.l culture be de,;elopec:. a.'1.d its inclividue.li tJ 

b::ought out when the l2.11gur1.ge th:tough ,ihich it thrives is set o.:::;i-:3_e 

and G.iscou::.·agect? 

So-:::e of us ,1ho have he.cl_ occasion to see sold.ie:rs fron· :JYe:i.·see.n 

French colonies e.nd c..e ::_:ie ncl.encies must he.ve been strud: with the 

inGenious s;,1stem tha t was c.e-..rised in the c..esign of t~1eir uniforms 

where the locc.l national cb:esses of these people viere incor:porate1 

in mod.ern functional and strikiJg i.lniforms. 

cre'ative e,enius of France could d.evise. 

The. t, 011ly the 

If the local culture could. be :9recerved., t·irnr:ied, dcvelo:pec. . 

and c"..irectecl :m the setie basic :irinci:i_:,le that these unifo1T..s we::ce 

styled, ,Frcnce chc. inc:.eed e.11 the Auninister::.nG Autho1·i ties 

irnuld. be c..oinc a ireat service to the :::;eo::_Jle unc.er their trast and 

perfonninc; s. w·:mde::;_•ful end. aCJ:lire.ble achievement. 

There c.re cert:::.in c,roups in the Trust Terri to:-ies und.cr 

consic~eration ,,110 refune \;estern ed.ucc.tion ,1:10n it . comes throuf;h 

certain chcr.ne ls ,1hich they d.eem cletrinental to their time-

hanour·ec. tre.u tbns ana. convictionn. I ::'.'efer here in :particul&r 

to ec.uco.t:i.an ·tl~rough missionary sc: .. ools. 
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None of us csn ':Jlame a group for being sensitive to its own 

ancient tradition nor could. we bleme it for its avers'lon to receiving 

ed.ucatir:m till'ough charmels which a.im at their eventue.l conversion 

to other faiths~ Surely the Charter of the Uni tea. r:ations ensures 

for these :people their freed.or:i. of religion in clear tern:s which are 

occasionally quote 6. ar,d. twisted around to r.1ean the opposite vie,~. 

1le come to the c::mclus5 on that it is the res:;_:ionsibili ty of 

the l'.C::.mi;.1isteri11G Authority nat so much to aid. and facilitate the 

sri:.1 eac:t of ne-u encl. c.lien cultures and relj_Gions in Territories under 

tl1ei:1 t:'ust, but to d.eveloJ? ancl foster the local culture anc1 faiths 

2.s nuch G.s :poss:'..-ole, encl to encu:re their naturc:.l growth and. 

C:.e·:e l 'J :)L:.ent, 1:::>r -:,e all lmow that cul t'J..re and. religion 2.:re dynar.1ic 

2-1:::. c.:.1 e cc.:,:-...ble of Growth and. C:.eveloi_)ree:1t; na;:,rbe essentially the 

s:::r::.e trutl: thc.t is valued b~• a ce::ctain civilization coulcl be a.rrived. 

c.t throu;:)1 another interesting media, that is nore suitable to the 

i::1Uc,enous cL2.:0 e.cter or the i;eople concernec... 

If we u:i::;e thc.t no section o:' the population unte::c tl1 ust should 

be :;-ene.1.i ::ed. by not acce:,tinG ~ducation through missionary channels, 

then c..uboed rec.ctiono .. ries 11ho are ave::·se t::, learning, when 

inc..epend.ent anci purely educational insti tu-cions are not provic.ed 

f::ir t!'le:n., we a::ce sim:::,ly bringinc; c,ut an escential truth which must 

be recognized. b:,r this Cou.,."1.cil. 

Let no one infer f::com this that we a ::ce prejuc..icec. au:i.inst 

certain organi~ations. I;othing is f&rther from the truth. Ue 

ha.ve tl.:e crec.test res:_:;ect a,,,.cl c..e.ference to what they hold sacred. 

Our only concern is to Give a chance to local cultu:·es a....-1d faiths 

enc.. to abide by the terr:is of the Uni tee.. rJs.tions Charter. 

In some o:f the Ter:d to:cies with wl1ich these re:9orts cleal 

there exist croups ,1ho belr:mg to the Moslem fc.i th. 1iliy could not 

these :peo:::_::le be :provic.ec. with zchools and educational centers to fit 

their own ::_)c..rti c. ulc..r cul tu:1 e anci.. backcrou..."1.c.s? Ho~-: one can 

ree..sorn:.bl;;.· raai:::1t2..in that this is against the Charter. The 

Ad.."iiniste:riD.£ .A.utho::..1 i tiec must in our opinion :md~e fu"1 earnest 

effor::. to c1..isseoine.te eC:.ucation to them. Surely in&ction i:::1 

tl:.is res :::_::ect coulci.. not be excused on the score that these 

Groups ere ~verse to learning. Their first religious teaching 

end inc..eed. the firct ,10rd in the holy Kora.n is an injunction to 

re ~L. But education muEt come to these people through suitQble 

\ 
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One re;.)ort referred to present appiication of the Malil:i 

commu..c"1i ties administered by I✓Ioslem KaC:is or judges. 1-ihere e.:re 

these :-~ad.is trained? Have the Administering Authol"i ties provided 

well-ord.e1--ed training centers for them? Or have an adequate nUI:1ber 

of them been sent to more advanced cultural a."1d reli&ious centers 

which d.e:rive from the same roots as theirs -whe1·e they coulc'.. be 

acteg_uately trainee. to administer that :particular law which is 

enforceable in their communi tJ? The question here is not so much 

of a preference of certain ecucation as it is a In£..tter of pr&ctical 

necessity. 

If the subsic'cies from the local revenue of Trust Territories 

a!'e c:..·anted to ce:ctain ec.uc&tional insti tutio:w \1hich cvowedly 

stand. for the d.issemination of certain faiths, there ce.n be no 

objection to establislu.nG by governnental subsidies a college, or 

colleges, to tre.in these Kac.is, or to ad.minister ed.ucation more 

suitable c.nc acceptc..ble to these people. And this, iu..tureJJ.J·, 

shoulc. not entail the conversion of peoples who hole. other fai tl'ls. 

If these 2.)eo!)le are le:ft without guidance or aid, su.2:ers:ti tion 

beGins to re~l~ce some of the main tenets cf the great faith they 

follm1 a."1.cl :_)ro:.:'ess. It she.11 not be wholly their fault, neither 

tlle Administering h.uthoi·i ties conce:·ned shwl be entire~r blam9less, 

nor the high c.im of the T:i."'USteeship System shall have been achieved.. 

'\;e are even toc..ay so:ciewhat vague as to the exact :political 

status of the Cameroons, or Tof;olanC:. in the French Union. .An 

essential d.iscussion was started. d.uring the 0ral questions 0n one 

of these Ti"'llst Terri to1"ies, but it was post:9oned. until the reports 

are consid.ere::i.. ·,re a:i."e loo~:ing forwarcl to a fuller uscussion on ti1e 

subject which ·we consider to be of greE..t im:iortence. 

It seems to us that higher ed.ucation and health conutions in 

the two Trust Territories referred to c.bove could. be improved u1on 

anc:.. we are confic.ent that the ac.minict:cation is alive to its 

res:ionsibili ty in either of these ~o field.a, particularly with 

respect to ::_:lUblic health ·'Where the situation is e:(tre~ely acute, and 

the c.GI!linistrc.tion has shown in the reports before us its full 

mra.renoss ,:if the seriousness of the situation. 

/.:e trust 
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We tr:.tst that our ge:ieral, and some of our particular, remarks 

shall ·be taken in good spirit, a.s they are made. We are motj_vated.' 

solel;r by tbe :Interests of the people ,mder trust, and the fulfi1r1ont 

o~ the heev;r tasl: that is placed on our shoulders as members of this 
Council. 

Ue do not want to le2.ve a false i:mpress1on that we are obliviov.s 

to the eno:r:r;-,ous constructive steps that have been taken in the Trust 

Terr::.tories u:i1der consid.ere.tion. Cred:'ct is due to the ..Adm.inisterine; 

Authority for its rema~~ke~le ef'::'ort in the Trust Territories of the 

CaEercons and Togoland, a::id. for the dili3cnce with which it set out 

to accomplish its task, and part:.cularly :'or its patfoncc with the 

cc:rm.ents, 1·emarks end qvest:ons r:ede in the Council, which I am sm·e 

all emanate f~om clear and sinc0re motives. 

The PRESID.Cl:iT : :Before we proceed ~-ri t:1 the discussicn1 I 

should lil'.e to make a few rem2.rks on the subject of our timetable. 

In the :'irst place, we have 'been zs!-,E-d to set free the 1;1enbe:cs of the 

Secretariat so that the;,r s11euld 'be able to leave here at 4 o'clock by 

bus, end I have fur-ther been ·advisecl tl1at it would be in the interests 

of us all, in vie,. of the condition cf tho roads, that we should get 

hon:e ea:.·ly. 

I :pro::,ose therefore to adjourn the Courie il et 3. 45. 

Last week the President surn,;ested that we should meet on Tuesde.:r 

morning end on anotl1er day later in the week perhaps. In view of 

that, I su513est that we should ad~ourn at 3.45 today until 11 o'clock 

tomo:rro~,r morning. 

Hr. ITORIEGJ~ (I :ex:'..co){Inte:rpreta.t:i.on from Spanish): Gn bebalf 

of the !,,'.e:dcen delegation, I wish to offer m;,r c on e-ratulations to t he 

French representative end delegation for the decision that t hey have 

t a ken to the effect that the Sub-Com:nittee ti:1at is stud:· ing adminis­

trative unicns be a,llowed to study the quest:'..on of the Frenc:.1 Union. 

The Mexicen delegation he.s, in the case of the Frenc:.1 Union, as 

I explained in tl10 Co!l!!ilittee, acted without a~r }:ind of prejudice or 

an;;- kind of prejudgrcent of the matter. We h ave done this in the sane 

attitude as that in which we have acted t owarc.s ot!ler kinds of unions 

tnat have been studied. 

Z..~ delegation considers that it is desireble that t h is whole field 

of study be cleared up and defined, so that, if we had to reach a 

/dec5.sicn 
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decision upon' the reports and documentat:fon that we have without goin3 

further into the pro· b1e:lllJ it would b t i th t 1 d - e cer a n a man~1 peop e wol'.l 

reach ideas that would. not correspond to the real::.t~,r of the s::.tuaticn 

at ell. 

I have read becks and studies, on colonial problems that give me 

the impression that the authors had not had enousl1 elements for 

accurate judgmcnt, that they are constructing on the basis of fantes;r, 

or on the basis of second ·or t:1:i.rd-hand information. 

I think thit, in the case that we are_ going to approach of the 

French Union, as in the case of other unions, the Council is going 

to have sufficient documentation and informe.tion to be able to clear 

up the matter. 

I would lil:e to state that our CommHtee, since it was divided 

half-and-half on the subject of' whether we should or not stud:;· this 

question, adopted a compromise proposal of the representat:.ve · of 

China that the matter be brong:it to the Trilctees:1ip Council for 

consultation and that the Trusteeship Council should dec_1de. But 

fortunately the decision cf t.he French rep:~esentative h&s resolved 

the p:·oblem, end puts us in a pcsition wtere we can beg::.n to stud,;' 

the question of the French Union with the best possible beginning, 

that is to say, on the basis o~ understanding and the gocdwill of 

the Administering Authority directly interest,ed. 

l/Jr. Gi.P.REl',U (France )(Interprete.tion from French): S:'..nce 'vre 

still have a few minutes, · &"1d since there are no volun~eers for 

speakin3, I will just reply to a few points in the ve:r;:1 interest:.ng 

statement Il'.ade . by the representative of Iraq_. 

1 would like to return to the question of t:he teac::ine of the 

French languege. First, I would like to point out, in the remarks 

of the representative of Iraq, one point which I think ~s a misund3r­

standing. IT I vnde::.·stood ccrrectly v;hat m:· colleagt:e seic., he caid 

that the kno"~ledge of a foreign language should not be a cond.it:on 

of the risht of being a voter, but s~ch is not tbe case. 

I specified that there was a thirteenth categorj' of person which 

did not come in the twelve former categories, cf whom it we.s req_uired 

that they lmow the French languase sufficiently; all the other cate­

gories, the most inportant categories, the twelve first categcries of 

persons liable to request the right to vote, are based on something 

other than the knowledge of the French language and na:r be completely 

/ignonnt 
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ignorant of the French languege and not lmow anything about it. It 

was an extra condition given to the electorate in order that certain 

numbers of the inhabitants of the Cameroons who do not come into t he 

twelve first categories referred to, shall be able to ack to be 

inscrioed on the list of voters. 

But this was only a point of detail. What is more important is• 

the fundamental problem cf whether it is preferable to teach in a 

foreicn languace or, on the coritrary , in the local languages . I 

would not like to return to the l ong explanations given on this sub­

ject in the special cc.se of the Cameroons, but I had pointed out that 

in the Cnn:.ercons we found ourselves in a very special situation, and 

t hat is, that t here is no language wll:!.ch is spolrnn in a general wa:r 

by all the population. 

He are faced with a great nunber of di alects which aye not even 

of t he same linguistic origin, and none of these lan5uaces is suffi­

cientl:, develo::;md to serve' as a basis for education -- I would not 

even say cor:plete educat ion, but the most elementar~r form of education. 

This education in the first degree could be s iven in one or 

several of the local languaces ~hen these languages have been suffi­

ciently developed, but for tte tir::e being they are simpl~r idioms, and 

the;r are ver j,· elementary in the ir nature, and they do not comply with 

the req_uirer.-,ents of teachinc;. You notice in -::.he document wr ... ich has 

been ~irculated to us at the request of the representative of t he 

Phili:?pines, part of the n:emorandum from Dr. Awuma, that he complains 

ab01-1.t the t eaching given b;r mission schools -- he did not complain 

directl~' , but the remerk implied such a con.plaint -- he explained, 

thouch I do not have the text before me I recall it suf:::'icientl:r to 

sunrrnarize it. 

/He said in 
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Re said in mission schools, ~lemontary and ~rimary teachinc is civen 

in the vernacular, and at the most a few words of En3lish are t2u,Sht. 

This teaching lasts two or three yea.xs, and if the student wishes to 

continue his education, then he comes into the seconde.ry school at a 

certain age, where teaching is still giver to him by the rnissicns in the 

verne.cular, and then 'I-re add to the first elements of cral Ene:!.ish which 

he had already receiveg. the study of written English. 

But this is still very .-insufficient, and t!ien he can only arrive at 

higher education· at the.• age of :9 or 20, when he still does not know 

a fcreign languaee,which ~as English in this case, sufficiently to be able 

to follow fruitfully such hie.her teachincs. That is the perfectly 

evident result of teaching e~ven in a languace which is not yet ripe for 

comple,:;e education. · . You cannot give the essential higI:ier teaching in 

the vernacular, which has still rer.iained at a very el6mentary stl'.[e. 

Here I would point out . to the reriresentative of Iraq tl:.at he is 

perhaps thinking of other languaees , which &re not rud.imente.ry languages, 

but which· are languages which can si ve us a possibility cf c6LJ:plete 

teaching up to hig.11.er education, suc:h as the Arabic J.an[UaGe. I do not 

know t:he Swahili language, "uut it is possible that it is sufficiently 

developed to answer to the essential requirements of higher education. 

I also said that as far as the territories under French ac.ministra­

tion are ccncerned, when we are faced with a le.:nguage which is sufficiently 

evolved for complete education, that is, elementary, secondary and higher 

educatfon is possible; then this teachinf:. is giyen in t:his laneue.ce. 

That is the case in North Africa, for the Arabic lane;uage. • It is tte 

case for Cambodian and for the P.nnamic lansuages. It is al.so the case 

in Madagascar for the Mal1:,ache. 

But in the Cameroons, cs in Equatorial J~frica, as in practice.lly all 

the territories of French West Africa, we are faced with a multitude of 

dialects which are still in a very elo;)le11tary stage. This stage is so 

elementary that we cannot contemplate giving te2.c:1ins in tliis le.r..cue.se. 

That is why, in the Camoroons, we have resorted to the French 

language. 

If the Trusteeship Council wishes. to have a policy on this point, 

· then you will have to :put in the bale.nee the advantages an·d the c.rawo acks 

of the systems we are faced _with. If you wish to teech in the 

vernacular -- a vernaculc.r which dces not exist at :present -- then you 

will have to create this \;ernacular; end vhich will you choose. amo:ie3 the 

multitude 0f dialects in the Cameroons? You would have to ctoose cr.e, 

/ado:pt it, 
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adopt it, develop it, create it complete, in fact, in order thc.t it 

be:::ome a lan[:Uage for education such as is necessary at the present 

time if' you wish to form technicians in all the ve.ricus branches of 

science in :present-day life. 

It is a very long t ask, and I think that the result would be a 

happy one perhaps. I don t t know. But if you :place yourself i .n 

:the practic2.l field, the representative of Mexico the other dc.y 

said, quite rightly, since there may be a lack of Euro~ean 

volunteers, for instance, in the field of medicine, and that it is 

therefore difficuit for the AJ.ministration to recruit a sufficient 

number of doctors, where a great need is felt.for such, would it 

not be appropriate to set up as quickly as possible a group of 

doctors te.ken in the indigenous population. The representatlve 

of Mexico, I believe, formulated this proposal when he was perfectly 

justified in doing so. 

But the French Administration has sought to constitute as 

rapidly as possible a group of indigenous doctors, but in order to 

have these indigenous doctors, you must put them in a position to 

receive the necessary formation. Therefore they must have a 

language, which would enable them to arrive quickly enough at the 

stage of higher education. It is French, in the Cameroons, which 

will give them this :possibility, and no other language is possible. 

You cannot conceive of a student of medicine who at the 

present time wished to study in any vernacular in the Ce.mercons. 

It would be quite impossible because such a language does r-ot 

e:cist. Then, you must £;ive him an instrument of work which will 

be a 1:5reat languace of world culture, whether it is French or 

Enclish or Arabic; but you must give him a language which he can 

use for higher education, otherwise we would have no doctors. 

What does the Council want in this case? Does it wish to set 

up as soon a s possible, in all the Trust Territories, indigenous 

bodies of technicians, of doctors, of engineers, and so forth, and 

in this case, you would 1:ave to put the students in a position to 

continue their studies to the higher degrees. Or if you wish to 

mainta in them at an elementary stage, of course you can give them 

teachi:i:,g in the vernacular, as is the case in the mission schools. 

It is a fact that higher education can be re.pidly developed 

as we have done in our Territories, solely by teaching taken 

directly in hand by the Administration. Other.rise the missions 

/do not have 
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do not hav~ the necessary means to give to the students the possibility 

of making the necessary studies in order to . form ,techn:cie.ns, and 

therefore, universities or scholarships for universities, should be tal~en 

in hand by the Administration. 

That is what we have done, and we have arrived at apprecinole 

results. As I have said already, for the two Trust Territoriet o: tte 

Cameroons and Togoland, we have raore than 300 students in our 

universities, who, therefore, have been in a :position to follow in 

France the necessary hicher education courses. Tliat is solely because 

they were in a :position to learn French at an elementary stage . 

If you leave a student in an elementary edur,ation taue;,½t solely in 

the vernacular, which is not one of the l an[f\J.ages :mmm "'Jy a csrea t :part 

of the :population, this student is not in a position to pass to 

secondary education, and he must devote at least two y6ars of his life 

acquiring this idiom or this essential lancuage , which wo1.:.ld be French 

or English. You are not doing the student a service in this cane, and 

that is r,hy the students in the two French Trust Territories, as in all 

the French African territories, rog_uire French to be given as an 

essential teaching as early as the eleruente.ry schools. 

I understand :perfectly well the concern of the repr esentati ve of 

Iraq_. "l'his concern has already been expressed by other members of tlle 

Council. That is, that local civilization in all its aspects , and 

in the aspects of l anguages amongst others, should not be annihilated 

by the teaching of a forei[Il l anguage . 

Everythinc should be done, not only to save the civilizaticn or 

civilizations of the Territory, in order that the indigenous 

inhab itants do not lose their racial personality. This has never 

been lost sight of by the French administration for any of o~.r l\ fric c.n 

territories. On the contra~ consider able studies have been carried 

out in t he fie,ld of ir.digenous civilizations, and we have already 

recalled that we have developed an Institude of Higher Africe.n Studies 

at Dakar, and we are sending the ma."'CiIDUJ."Il number of students there, in 

order that they t:1ay take aver~ active part in the work of this 

f hi h • i ly to r-.ave e"eryth~nI'! that we Insti tu-te, the purpose o w c is prec se - • - t.; 

can save of the old African civilization and to give them a form of 

rebirth Qnd redevelopment. 
/ But if you want 
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But if you want this work of resurrection of indigenous civilizations 

to be carried on happily, yo,;t must set up first of all an intellectual 

elite, and. it will be precis~ly those . among the students whom we send to 

France to study in our universities who at a later stage will take an 

interest in the indigenous civilization and wil~ develop it, with. 

complete as~istance of the Administration. 

You must first oi' all create instruments of work, otherwise J0.cu will 

not have the workers. 

/That .is the practical 
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. That is.,t~e .practicai Si~~at~o~· as .it pres·~nt~ itseif at present 
~nd ~he ~epr~~.en_t~ti ve of . I~~4 .. will ~~rstan~.· 1;h~{.-I .• ·eompl~tely agree 

witp. _his general remarks. '. Th1;1,~. i~ not .~n c~nt~ad:t~ti~n ·~~th tho remrk~ 

he ~d.e. but in the practi~al fio+ds we .ar~ . ~~nv-~nped t~~t we· h1,w0 ~d~fted 
,. •• • • ' '... ..· • • . .. . ·.•.' •• ·•' ; • • ,••. •. 1" • • • • • • ,' 

: t~e best 1vay to .a'?cele,:i;-ate th~ ' i~ivj.dual developm~nt of the. _po:pulat10~ 
~ . • • • • • • ' • ' • • • ' • <o 

we are entrusted w5.th. 

Mr. Liu Chieh (0Mna) toolc tbhe Chair. 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgi~) (Intor:p~etat1on from French): 
, ...... ~ ... -.... . I think 

that t~e Council will be unanimous and that 1t will be indicated in the . : • .. - . ' ., . . . . ' .· 

report .t~c;1.t _i;he Co~ncil 1~ un~nimous to pay tribute to· tl';·e genoreu~ 
. • • . • . : . • • ' . i . ' . . . 

spirit which gov'ern.s the pol:!.tical reforms carried 01,1t by Franc~ i~ the 
,• . . . . . . -·. ·:· : ': .. '. "' ' 

Trust Terri tortes. These .political reforms are extremely bold. They 

haye . gtv:en th~ . population of the Ca.maroons a very large ~h·a:r:e in .the 

ad.~inistrat1on of business 1n th~ .Territory. 

The Cou:i;icil win be unanimous also to pay .tribute . to the boldness . : , 

and ~he generosity :with which Franca has extended to the African 
. '.', .• • ' I • • ' • ,.• 

Territories the social legialati® and tha labour code of the metropoli_tan 

.. ten-1 tory ~· 

We .m<;1y _hqpe that the new institutions will prov~. by .~xperience .. .. 
' . •.' . -. . . . 

sufficiently fruitful to enable the e<?on.omic development of the Territory 

without .which.,the finances wo~ld not bear the burden of the adminil:ltration 

.and o,f __ the c.ult,ur~J.:. effor.ts
0 

which France h,as imposed upon herself, 

especially i~ the fil?ld . of ed,ucation . 
• ' . . 

Mr., L.IN • (P!J~).: It is with a sense of ·inadequa,cy and a 

feeling of. humility th13..t I, on beh~~ :of the Chinese deleg'.3-tion, am 

submitting some observations to the Trusteeship_ Council on the a.dmini.-. . . . . ' . . •, ·. . . . . 
stration of the Cameroons under French .trusteeship. 

The- ~~u~l: ;~p9rt of that Tr;st T~;;i t~~y -~~ ·the first report of 

a serie13 .submitted to tr.;e ~rust~eship Council. In spite ~f the 

excellence. of the r~port, :l.n ~pito . of the frankness and willinBness of . 

the special repr~sentative in ... furnishing the Council ·with supple­

mentary infor.mation, 'the . Chines~·· d~ies~tion feel~ : that it . do~s not 

~osses~ a v~~y . ciear ,pictur~ .of . the Trust Terrj_tory, its peoplesJ . its ' 

fo~ys, it~ c~sto~, its pol{tic~l achie;ements/it~ ed~cat!on and • 
t \' . ' • : . • • • ; ~ ' •. • • ' 

culture. 
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To be sure, the annual re-port contains a great many facts and figures; 

laws, ordinances, regulations, tables and so forth. But these do not tell 

all. The Chinese delegation, at least, has understood very little of t~e 

traditional -patterns of culture, the tra.:i.itional systems of values, the 

traditional concepts and beliefs and, above all, the process of evolution 

which is taking place in that Trust Territory, a process which is destined 

to bring about a radical transvaluation of values. 

In ether words the Chinese d~legation is not yet able to understand 

fully the present stage of the evolution of that Territory in the light of 

its historical background and its possible achievements in tbe foreseeable 

:future. 

It is becoming more and more clear t~at one of the great difficulties 

confronting the Trusteeship Council in studying the coniitions in any 

Trust Territory and in d:cawir1g conclusions and obser-ratio:ns tr..ereupon is 

that of striking a proper balance between what is posaible and ~hat is actual. 

Unless we believe in a theory that whatever is real is rational we 

cannot be satisfied •with things and ccnditions as they exist. On the other 

hand, unless we are naively optimistic -- of course no member of the Council 

ie -- we cannot expect the appearance of a Utopia in the Can:eroons or 

any,.lhere else. 
These general remarks are intended to preface the observations of the 

Chinese delegation, not only on the Cameroons, but also on ot~er Territories. 

I sha~l not re~eat them on later occasions. 

The Trust Territory under consideration, it seems to the Chi::iese 

delegation, has made great strides in political advancement in recent years. 

First of all there is the eetablishment of suffrage. The granting 

of the rig~t of election which is a basic -political right to the people of 

that Trust Territory is truly e welcoms fact. This is the first step 

towards self-government. At present the electorate is still limited in 

sco-pe. The total population of that Territory is some 2,800,000 and the 

total population of 21 years or older in that Territory, according to the 

special representative, is about 1,400,000. But in the first election the 

number of qualified voters ~as only 42,000, each elector represent~ng 

acme 67 inhabitants. 
The electorate is divided into two coile3es, one college of French 

citizens to which the principle of universal suffrage applies. The other 

college is of persons under French administration or trusteeship. It is 

to be hoped that in due course, the principle of universal ouffrage may 

be universally applied and eventually perha~s the two colleges may also be 
/Th.ere hae been 

unified. 



'Ill.ere htts been created p, ·Rcp~cscnta.tivc_ ,Asscnbly of 40 nc□bcr:::;, 16 

elected. by the first college· 0o.nct 24 by the scc~nd. According to the c.ccroc 

of 25 October 1946 the Representative Assoubly :Jii::.s been given pc,~rcr to decide 

upon a consirlernble nuubcr of r1attcrs includinc tile initiation of cxpcne:.itti:ros. 

It is to be noted, however, · that all the p0vrcrs civcn ure rcl.c.tcd to 

no.ttors of purely loca.l conce:rn. The Assotiply has no power to iU:: tio.t.J 

lcsiolation which is the pror:,gativc of the .French Nationa.l Asccnbl.y. 

No less inpo:rtant, in the opinion- of the Chinese dclo3ution, is the 

fact that the Adninistrntion is planning to enlarge the nonbcrship of loco.l 

ond regional councils which will include_ not only chiefs nncl notables but , 

also representatives of __ ocononic and social D.{3cncies, such ~s ;trade unions, 
cooperatives, ond others. • • •• • ·'· • : 

Although these institutions arc not yet forr.mlizcd nnd. appcrcntly . • .. : . 

huvc no statutory powers and the process of reorganization.is r;till .und.er . . . 
consideration, it is to be hoped that t~ose crgo.ns will cvcntuo.lly bocono 

real bodies of local govcrm1cnt. It is only on a basis ot those loco.l 

institutions that o. true d~nocrucy ccn be gradually built in the Territory 

o.s a whole, 

In ccnoral, the Chinese delegation is of the opinion that the 

Ci:mo:roons under French Aduinistxc.ticn is nc.kil:.g ro.pid P.rogress towcrds 

aolf'-e;overru:1cnt ond the Trusteeship Council co:.lDCnds highly the liberal 

policy of. the Adninistering Authority in :prouoti71$ political advonccncnt 

of the Territory. • 

Our delegation also notes with interest the ton-;;rcn:r pkn for ~.<:_ci~:!: .. 

ond ccononic dcvclopncnt which will involve o. total expenditure of ncre thon 

8 billion frnncs. As the plans were just beeinniDG to operate in the year · 

under review, thc.t is 1947, it ip not possible, at the present st-~Go, to 

appraise the result□ obtained. 

As the year~ co on . the Council 1':ill no doubt be infor..:;cd of the 

annual progress. In the noantiuc the Chine:so dclcc;o.tion desires to express 

its good. wishes for the success of_ the_ socfo.l and econocic dcvelop::1ont 

undcrto.ton ,c.nd o.pprocic"tos the cnd.e_a:vour on tl:c pert of the Adninistcrinc 
. , . . . . . ~. . . 

Authority to iuprovc ccononic and socinl _conditiono in the Trust Territory. 

It is ·a ccncral phononenon in Afric.::n Trust Territories thc.t ·m::.ces arc 

related to the nininun cubsistcnco level of the inhc.bitmits. • This soc::is to 

be true of the Concroons nlzo. Of courcc in this Territory 1-,n.gc s very 

c.ccording to districts; whore the d.c:-:1ra:d for 1::.bcmr i£:: hich, wc.ges too 

often go beyond. the Dininu~:1 rate. 
/0r:..c interesting 
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Cne interesting and eoreewhat disturbing aspect of this situation is 

that while wages are usually fixed on a basis of the subsistence level, 

the wcrkers, it is aald, do not desire higher wages as their needs nre 

simple w.d d.aily necessities can easily be satisfied. This sour..ds as 

though they are satisfied with low wages. My delegation is dou"btful 

of the validity of this argumGnt, for the contrary rray also be argued. 

The needs of the inhabitants a.re simple because they have no rreans of 

acquiring those goods and eervices which satisfy the higher needs. They 

hnve no means of getting better clothes, bstter houses or of improving 

health and sanitary conditions. 

It will seem that the creation of conscious desires and needs for 

the higher things of life is relativel~r easy. The ways and reenns of 

aati0fying those needs and desiresare difficult. If economic and 

social conditions are to be improved, such improvements will necessarily 

be, in the fi~et stages anyway, in terms of hetter clothing, better 

housing, better health, and so forth, and such improvereents require 

positi'7e acticn and ini-t!<l.tive on the part of the Administering P.uthority, 

not only to create greater desires and needs, which is easy, but also 

to satisfy them, which is somewhat more difficult, 

Turning now to the question of land tenure, we note that a general 

reform 0f the q,rstem of land ten:r.:re is no-;1 being stu&ied by the French 

Parliament, and we suggest that the Council invite the Admini~tering 

Authority to include in its next Annual Report a full account of the 

existing land situation and the problems arising from it, the ~ature 

of the contem~lated reform arnsome account of the discussioLs in the 

French Parlia~ent, 

The Council will no doubt welcome any measure designe,d to clnrify and 

safeguard fully the rights and interests of the indigenous ir.Jw.bi-cants 

in the n:atter of land tenure. 

C·n the subject of mineral development, we note with interest the 

eatablishn;.ent of a state corporaticn, the Bureau of Mines, witb power to 

acquire mining concessions and to undertake all phases of ~ining oper­

ations. The Council might invite the Administering Authority to keep 

it fully infor~ed of the operations of the Bureau of Mines, including 

annual figures showing the proportion of mining producticn under its 

control and the amount and proportion of revenue derived from it for the 

benefit of the Territory. 

/ ~he Council might 
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The Council might also express the hope that a progressive 

expansion of_activities of the Bureau will have the effect ·of greatiy 

increasing the share of the indigenous inhabitants in the mineral wealth 
of the Territory. 

Our delegation observes fu.rther that with the rrarked flow of capital 

toward the Territory, the development of new industries is being 

encouraged. The Council m:Jght express the view that the Administering 

Authority should do everything in its power, by n:aking grants ar~d leans 

or other forms of assistance, to encourage and enable the indigenous 

inhabitants to take a full part in industrial develop~ent, and to place 

them upon at _least as favourable a basis as enterprises supported ~Y 

external private capital~ 

The special representative has mentioned the abolition of the 

customs unicn between the Cameroons and French Equatorial Africa on the 

apparent grounds that "common tariffs might have constituted an 

obstacle to the independence of their economic policies", 

In this connexion the Council might ask for details of the simple 

Customs Convention by which the union was replaced in 1948, and an account 

of the differences between the two s~·stems including an e~lannt-ion of 

the manner in which the previous obstacle has been overcome. 

The ehineee delegation is much interested in the ten-year educ­

ational plan on which the special representative, at tee re4uest of our 

delegation, gave a com:pre,hensive account the other day. It is to be 

expected that in the future AlUlual Reports the prcgressive develop,ents 

of education will be fully covered. The ten-year educational plen seems 

to be a very encouraging aspect of the Administration. 

Finally, I ah"luld like to make a few observatirns on the status of 

both the Trust Territories under the French Union. 

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps the representative 0f 0h1:n£. woulQ reserve 

these f;r to·.:morrow. 

The Council is adjourned unt.U U a .. m. to-marrow, 

·rhe meeting rose at 3.45 p.m. 




