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The PRESIDEIT: I declare open the twenty -seventh meeting
of the fourth session of the Trusteeship Council.

EXAMITIATION OF ANIUAL REPORTS: CAMEROOLS UNDER FREICH ATMITICTRATICN
GELERAL DEBATZ (documents T/219 and T/242)

The 3§E§;D3KT: As I imagine that the President hze been
held up on the road I think I had better oven the Council and proceed
with the guestion of the exemination of the annual reports of the
Careroons and Togoland under French Administration.

Mr.. GARREAU (??éﬂgg)(lnterpretatiﬁn from Frenchj: I would
lile at the present stdge of the general debate to reply on some

soints that were raised by my colleagues. I shell be brief.

=
b
®
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eoresencative of Costa Kica hes not yet arrived, I
wvented to say scmething on the subject of the commentary Le made on
the increcse in size of the city of Yaosunde.

I woulcd lixe to say that this comaentery is sccurate and that

he French fcminiztration is concermed with this problem. The
grovth of the city of Yesounce has been elmost inevitable. The
Tact of this increase in the urbdan porulation which can be noted
elsevhiere hcs teken place in Africa by virtue of that femily
solilerity that has been noted b seversl of the accredited
resresentatives.

The creation of an importent adnministrative center has caused
an increase in the population inasmuch s the families eround
native ofiicials increaced.

Many of these veople have no mezns of existence excent in
commanity with the personage who is invested with afminisirative
functions. Kow, to correct this situation, for a city like
Yaounce it would be necessary to find other modes of life then
commerce or céministrative life; thet is, we would heve 1o
incustrizlize the city. But this industrizlization would only
egein cause an increase in the population of the city of Yeounde and

his egain would have a bad effect upon the country.

The authorities, as I say, have been concerned with the problem
but heve found there is no easy solution. The administretion
contenplotes measures -- it already hes talien some measures -- to
settle the nodulation as much as possible upon the soil by developing

their egricultural knowledge end science.

/1t bas
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"It has created agricultural centres or stations so that the
population comes to teke a greater and greater 1otereet in supporting
iteelf by egriculture and in mskigg such profite in agriculture as to
maintein end indeed increase its standerd of living, - - _

T have already said that the Administration hes gone over this
-problem with the greatest care several times., ~ It continues to seek

the remedies that would palliate the difficulties which this situation
has caused and which my colleague from Costa Rice noted,

The represerntative of Costa Rica also brought up the question that
hed already been put in connexion with the diet in prisons, As I have
sald, there has been no discrimination es between black end white, but a
_ mere recoénition of the fact that the customary diet of the two peoples
| ie different shows thet if two different diets wers provided they were
provided in the intereet of all the prisoners, " '

From the point_of view of calories contained in the diet there is
’no difference as between'that euﬁﬁlied to EurOpeene'end that esupplied to
; the indigehoue population. Now, 1if it were posoible {0 estahlish

a single diet which will be of equual benefit to both groups, then the
Adminietretiop would have no objecticn, but thet which has been instit-
uted in prisons et the present time 1s also to be found in’existence
in oﬁf ﬁiiitary organizations where the diet is prepered in accordance
with the needs of the various groupe thet heve been incorporated in the
French Army. S ' :

I recall, for example thet_at the beginning of the year 194" vhen
the Armietice hed already'bean signed and atout 31 voluntéers arrived at
Vichy from the furtheet parts of the overseas territories ~- gore from
Rape =-- it was necessary to set up a epeoiel kitchen for these people
who could not at all get used to the general food supplied to the rest

of the French Army.

Now I would like to turn to various rerarks mede by the Philippine
delegation and in particular to the important point thet bears upon
the French Tnicn.

- This queeoion vas raieed last week in the Sub-committee entrusted,
according to the General Assembly Resolution, with the study of the
foeeible effects of the adminietrative unions upcn the Tyust.
Territories, which problem the Tyusteeship Council hed already noted
in conmexion with Ruanda-Urundi, Tanganyike ard New Guinea urder

Australien Agministration.
/ Previcusly, during a
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Previously, QLmipg a meeting of the Council, the representative of
Mexico hed already asked the question, end I ‘had replied to some of hisg
corments. 3

In the sub-committee, & vote tock place on the :subject of whether
the problem raised by the French Union should be studied in the Sub-
Committee, This Sub-Committee was set up by a General Aseembly Reeol-
ution vhich had in mind only administrative unions, end, in paridicular,
those that hed already been diccussed by the Council and by the Fourth
Committee, : 1

In this case it is cbviously not & question of an administrative
union. ' The administrative unions which the General Assembly Resolution
refers to are thooe between e Trust Territory end a neighbouring
territory, but if this vote of the Sub-committee had any grounds, I would
tell the Council that the French delegetion is not seéking to avoid a
thorough diecussion of the problem thet hes been raised first by the
Mexican delegation and afterwards by the Philippine deiegation.

The French delegetion is of the belief that this problem could be
studied by the Sub-Committee if the Tpusteeship Council deems that the
Sub-Committee should do eo. In this cese however, the Trusteeship
Council would have to teke a specilal decision entfusting the Sub-
Committee now studying administrative unions to proceed also to study
the quuetion of the relations between fhe Trust Ter#itories end the other
territories that constitute the French Union.

We think thet it would be of the greatest interesd to clear up this
ratter and to bring the position to & point where a2ll members of the
Council might have a cleer idea of the relations between the Trust
Territory and the French Union. . |

I would reserve the right to open a more thorough discussion of this
point a4 a later stage, For the time being, I will limit myself to
communiceting to the Council that my delegation .is ready to submit all
the necessary docurentation end information to the Sub-Cormittee in
question if the Trusteeship Council agrees with that point of view.

Mr, BAER (Iraq); In an effort to avoid repetition end in order
to exprees fuii}y”the ettitude of my delegation toward the reports under
consideration, and our apprcach to the Trusteeship System, I have
thought it expedient end appropriate to reiterate here some of our rain

convictione relevent to the Reports under consideration as & whole.

/ Others of my rererks
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Athers of nmy renﬁfks shall refer to some nf the repsrts end I rey
reserve particuler remarks with reference to the report which is now
occupying the attention of the Council. In so dcing, my delegation
shall have nade its genersl estatement with respect to all the feports
vhich the Council has proposed to consider presently. At the sawe
time, I would like to reserve the right of my delegation to make pertic-
ular statements to the several reports as they are considered by the
Council,

I must declere at the outsét that we are faced in this Council with
BOMe handicaps.l One is the need to be acclimatized to the field of the
work and the procedure followed, having only recently atiended the
reetings of this Council, s atege thet is always overcome but not until
some time later,

he other is the considerable drawbéck that scme of the reports end
apparentiy abundent literature that supplements them, are not made
available 1in the two working lenguages. We consider ihils an unrecessery
drawback that could end, we telieve, should be aveided for the better
functioning of this Council,

There is some consoletion in the fact that we are not the cnly
delegation so unhappily handicepped, which makes remedy of the prescnt
errangement more pressing., We believe the reporte must be made
avallable in the two working langueges, I do nobd intend to deteain the
Council on this score, but I em teking steps to make 1t possible that
this important subject is considered more fully end given the attention
it deserves by this august Council.

We regard the Trusteeship System as the mest constructive and
dynemic aspect of this organization and we ccnsequently telieve the
responeibility of this Council to be extremely heavy, We ere also
mindful of the enormous weight of respcnsibility thet rmet, of necessity,
be borne by the Administering Autheritier. They have our sympathy end
understanding of the difficulties that beset their efforts. The
problems that face us in the Trust Territcries ere urgent; progress muet
be achieved in an extremely short time and the people under Trust mmst
be made to look after theilr own affairs end to teke their plece amcng

the free end independent nations of the world,

[ Ttvis truly e trust
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It is truly a trust of civilization that requires extreme
effort on the part of all concerned. _ _ s

i’e believe -bhe relevant parts of the United Nations Charter.
end the ains set out therein, especially in the opening parsgravh
with the utnost respect and attention they deserve., Ve tale then
to meon wact they sey end imply, and we do not believe thet their
meaning or impnlicetion could be mistaken to mean opposite things.

e ere conrident that we shail not be regerded unreelistic in oux
anproach to the Charter in this respect.

The Charter of the United Nations does notb pronose that
Trust Territories nust be transformed bevono. recognivion, nor coes
it imply thet the seodle under trust shall forego their traditions,
becliprownd and time-honoured customs.

te toie the Cherter to mean that progress and political
consciousness must be edministered as-test ©it to nreserve the
identity ond the cheracteristics of the Terwitory.

Lrticle 73 of Chapter XI of the United Fations Charter
emnhasizes that all measures for asdvancenent in non-self-governing
territories, whether political, ecoromic or educationsl, must be
viewed with pcrticular reference to the local indigencus culture of
tle peonles concerned.

Thercfore, we believe that the Administering Authority mucst
regord this Important issue more adeguately then hcs been done
hiths:rto.

e are told that there exists no linuag frenca for some of the

Territories undexr discussion. Surely there must exist & vernacular
ol egore sort that could be encoursged, rather than enforce a forelgn
lerpuage which corries in ite trail entirely foreign sets of
tradition, backyround end culture, which leads to the bewilderment
ratier thin the conscioucness oI the mejority of the rpopulation.

“’e believe that the enforcement of & language entirely foxeipgn
to the reoplec under trust, end meking it conditional to the holling
of ofiice, or even to casting of votes in elections, would jeopardize
the eventucl cholce of the locesl populations, so :that when the time

comes for them to melre their choice, it shall not be &n entirely free

v

choice.

Iet this not be construed that we stend ageinct the tescching of
a nocern forelgn lansuoge in the Trust Territorie On the contrary,
ve believe thet this mey e the channel through which civilization

/end
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and procress may be imdorted and spread.
~ However, even in the most advenced nations-, one cen hzrdly
expect all the ponulation to lnow 8 second rich and complicated
languaze. Zven some of the unive‘rsi‘t"-."és‘ 1ri advanced countries do
not insist on the lknowledge of a second languege.

It is, in our opinion, somewhat a.l‘bitra:}:'y that tle people under
trust are by lawv required to knov a foreign languege before they
can exercise their rights as citizens. ‘Are we not setting
s_.omet-:hc.t 2 high stencard for npeople who, by definition, ere behind
in the maich of civilizetion? - '

e believe that the Xmovledgs of a secondary lenguege mucst -be
seconc. to the cdevelooment ol the loccl vermacular which nreserves
the essenticl characterictics of the indigenous population which is,
I remeat, a sccred trust of civilizetion., iie believe that while
ell the verious humen cultures ave somewhot similar in their eims
and objectives variations end elditions to these culiures are indeed
a source of enrichment to the totality of the human culture as a
whole. Hou could locel culture be developed and its individuality
brought out when the languege tiwrough which it thrives is set acside .
and ciscouraped? '

Sore of us who have hed occasion to see soldiers from overseas
French colonies and éenendencies must heve been struclk with the
ingenious system that was cdevised in the design of their uniforms
where the loccl netional dresses of thece people were incorporated
in modexn functional and striking uniforms. Thet, only the
creetive genius of Trance could cevise,

If the loczl culture could be nrescerved, trimmed, develored, -
and Cirected on the soie basic principle that these uniloims were _ '
styled, ,I'rcnce end indeed 211 the Administe“:".ng-Authoritie.s
would be doing a great service.to the meonle under their trust and
performing = wonderiul end admireble achievement. -

There cre certoin groups in the Trust Territories under
consiceraticn vho reTuse Western education wien it comes through
certein chormels which they ceem detrimental to their time-
honoured. tréclitions and convictions., I refer here in particuler
to eCucetion through missionayy sclhiools,

' ' /Iione of
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Hone of us cen blame a group for being sensitive to its own
ancient tradition nor could we blsme it for its aversion to receiving
education through channels which eim at their eventusl conversion
to other faiths. Surely the Charter of the United Iations ensures
for these people their freedom of religion in cleer texms which ave
occasionally quoted and twisted around to mean the opposite view,

e come to the conclusion that it is the responsibility of
the Liministering Authority not so much to aid and facilitate the
spread of new and elien cultures and religions in Territories under
their tirust, but to develop and foster the local culture and faiths
23 nuch ce possivle, and to ensure their naturcl growth and

Cevelorent, Tor we all knmow that culvure and religion exe dynanic
ené are coopcble of growth and develoument; meybe essentially the
sore trutl: thot is valued by a cexrtain civilization could be arrived
et throuch another interesting media, that is more suitable to the
indigenous clizracter of the people concerned.

If ve urge thot no section of the population uncer trust should
be renzlicted by not accenting education through missicnary channels,
thien cubbved recctionaries who are everse to lesrning, when
incependent and »urely educatiornal institutions are not provided
for them, ve are simdly bringing out an essential truth which must
be recognized by this Council.

let no one infer from this that we are prejucdiced ageinst
certain orgeniczations. Ilothing is rferther from the truth, Ve
have the grectest reszect and delerence to what they hold sacred.
Our only concern is to give a chance to local cultures end faiths
end to avide by the teims ol the United INations Charter.

In some of the Territories with wlhich these reports deal
there exist groups vwho belong to the Moslem faith. Wiy could not
these teonle be provided with schools and educational centers to fit
their own porticulcr culture and backgrounds? o one can
reasoncbly maintain that this is egeainst the Charter. The
Administering Luthorities must in our opinion meite an earnest
effors to dissemineate eduvcaetion to them. Surely inaction in
this resuect could not be excused on the score that these
croups cre cverse to learning. Their first religious teaching
and inceeé the first word in the holy Koran is an injunction to
reed. But education muct come to these people through suitable

/channels.
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channels. :

One report referred to present application of the Melili
cormunities administered by'Moslem Kadis or judges., Vhere are
these Kedis troined? Have the Administering Authorities provided
well-ordered training centers for them? Or heve an adequate nunber
of them been sent to more acvanced cultural and religious centexrs
which derive from the same roo;s as theirs'wheré they could be
adequately trained to administer that particuler law which is
enforceable in their community? The question here is not so much
of a preference of certain ecucation as it is & metter of practicel
necessity.

IT the subsicdies from the local revenue of Trust Territories
are grented to certain educational institutions vhich evowedly
stand for the (issemination of certain faiths, there cen be no
obJjection to estsblishing by govermmentel subsidies a2 college, or
colleges, to trein these Kadis, or to administer efucation more
sulteble ond acceptoble to these reople. And this, naturelly,
shoulc not entzil the conversion of veoples who hold other faiths.

IT these »neonle arve left without guidance or aid, surversiltion
begins to renlace some of the main tenets cf the great faith they
follow and ororfess. It shall not be wholly their fault, nelther
the Administering Authorities concerned shall be entirely blameless,
nor the high cim of the Trusiteeship System shall have been achieved.

e are even todey somewhat vegue as to the exact politicel
status of the Cemeroons, or Togolend in the French Union. An
essential discussion was started during the oral questions on one
of these Trust Territories, but it was postponed until the reports
are considered. ile are looling forward to a fuller ciscussion on tne
subject which we consider to be of great impoxrtence.

It seems to us that higher education and heealth concitions in
the two Trust Territories referred to cbove could be improved upon
anc. we are conficent that the administration is elive to its
responsibility in either of these two fields, particulerly with
respect to public heelth where the situatioﬁ is extremely acute, and
the ciministrotion hes shown in the reports before us its full

awarencss of the seriousness of the situation. A
[le trust
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We trust that our general, and some of our rarticular, remsrks
shell be taken in good spirit, as they ere made. We are motivated
solely oy the interests of the preople under trust, and the fulfilment
ol the heavy taslz that is placed on our shoulders es members of this
Cocuncil.

Ve do not want to leeve a false impression that we are cblivious
to the enorrious constructive steps that have been teken in the Trust
Territories under consideration. Credit is dus to the Adninistering
Authority for its remerkeble effort in the Trust Territories of the
Carercons and Togoland, end for the diligence with which it set cut
to accomplish its task, and particulerly for its paticnce with the
cerments, remarks and questions mede in the Council, which I am sure

all emanate from clear and sincere motives.

The PRESIDENT: 3Before we proceed with the discussicn, I

should like to make a few remerks on the subjlect of our timsteble.
In the Tirst place, we have been zsked to set {ree the members of the
Secretariat so that they shculd be adle to leave here at 4 o'clock by
bus, and I heve further been edvised that it would be in the interests
of us all, in view of the conditicn cf the roads, that we should get
hore early.

I oroncse therefcre to adjourn the Council et 3.45.

Last week the President suggested that we should meet on Tuesdey
morning end on ancther day later in the week perhaps. In view of
thet, I suggest that we should adjourn at 3.45 today until 11 o'clock

temorrow morning.

Mr. NORIEG. (l'exico)(Interpretation from Spanish): Cn behalf
of the Mexicen delegetion, I wish to offer my congratulaticns tg the
French representative 2nd delegation for the decisicn that they have
teken to the effect that the Sub-Committee that is stud;ing adminis-
trative unicns be ellowed to study the guestion of the French Union.

The Mexican delegation has, in the case of the French Unicn, as
I explained in the Cormittee, zcted without eny kind of prejudice or
an; kind of prejudgment of the matter. Ve have done this in the sane
attitude as thet in which we have acted towards other kinds of unions
that have been studied. ,

My delegation considers that it is desirezble that this whele fileld

of study be cleered up and defined, so that, if we hed to reach a
/decisicn



/DG T/P.V. 143

22
decision upon the reports and documentation that we have without goingz
further into the problem, it would be certain that many people would
reach ideas that would not correspond to the reelitry of the sitvaticn
at e11.

I have read bocks and studies, on colonial problems thet glve me
the impression that the authors had not had enousi elements for
accurate Judgment, that they are constructing on the basis of fantesy,
or on the basls of second:or tuird-hand information.

I think thet, in the case thet we are golng to approach of the
French Union, as in the case of other unions, the Coﬁncil is going
to have sufficient documentation and informetion to be able to clear
up the matter.

I would like to state that ocur Committee, since 1t was divided
half-and-half on the subject of vwhether we should or not stud; this
question, adopted a compromise proposezl of the representative of
China that the matter be brought to the Trusteesiip Council for
contultation and that the Trusteeship Council should decide. But
fortunately the decision cf the French representative heas reéolved
the problem, end puts us in a pcsition where we czn begin to study
the question of the French Union with the best possible beginning, '
that is to say, on the besis of understanding and the gocdwill cf
the Administering Authority directly interested.

Mr. GiRREAU (France)(Interpretation from French): Since we
still have a few minutes, and since there are no volunteers for
speeking, I will just reply to.a few points in the very interesting
gstatement made by the representative of Irac.

T would 1like to return to tﬁe question of the teaching of the
French languege. First, I would like to point out, in the remarks
of the representative of Iraq, one point which I think Is a misundor-
standing. If I understood ccrrectly what my colleague sazid, he said
that the knowledge of & foreign lenguage should not be a condition
of the right of being a voter, but such is not the case.

I specified that there was a thirteenth categery of perscn wiich
did not come in the twelve former categqries, cf whom it wes recuired
that they know the French lenguege sufficlently; a2ll the other cate-
gories, the most important categories, the twelve first categeries of
persons liable to request the right to vote, are based on something

other than the knowledge of the French language and may be completely
[icrorent
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ignorant of the French languege and not know anything about it. It
was an extra condition given to the electorate in order that certain
numbers of the inhebitants of the Camercons who do not come into the
twelve first categories referred tc, shall be able to asck to be
inscrived on the list of voters.

But this was only a point of detail. What is more important is
the fundamentel problem cf whether it is preferable to teach in a
foreign lenguage or, on the coutrary, in the loccal languages. I
would not like to return to the long explanations given on this sub-
Ject in the special case of the Cameroons, but I had pointed out that
in the Camercons we found ourselves in a very special situation, and
that is, that there is no languege which is spoken in a general way
by 11 the population.

/e are faced with a great nurber of dialccts which are not even
of the same linguistic crigin, and none cf these languages is suffi-
cientl;” develcred to serve as a besis for education -- I would not
even say corplete education, but the most elementary form of educztion.

This eduvcation in the first degree could be given in one or
several of the local languzpes when these lenguages have been suffi-
ciently developed, but for the time being they are simply idioms, and
they are very elementary in their nature, and they do not ccmply with
the recuirerents of teaching. You notice in the document which hes
been circulated to us at the request of the representative of the
Philippines, part of the memorandum from Dr. Awuma, that Le complains
about the teaching given by mission echools -- he did not complain
directly, but the remerk implied such a complaint -- he explained,
though I do not have the text before me I recall it sufficientlr to
summarize it.

/He said in



T/PV 143
FMP/DG 6.

He seid 1n mission schools, élemontafy-ah& primary teaching 1s given
in the vernacular, and at the most a few words of English are taﬁght.
This teaching lasts two or three years, and if the student wishes to
continue his education, then he comes into the ;econdary school at a
certain age, where teaching is still. giver to him by the missiéns in the
verneculer, and then we add to the first elements of-oral Englich vhich
he hed already received the study of written English. -

But this is still very insufficient? and then he can 6nly arrive at
higher education at the age of 29 or 20, when he st111 does not know
& fereign language, wvhich was English in this case, sufficiently to be able
to follow fruitfully such highor teachings. That is the verfectly
evident result of teaching given in a language fhich is not yst ripe for
compleve educaticn.: You cannot give the eséenﬁial higher teaching in
the vernaculer, which has still remained at a very elementary stege.

Here I would point out to the representaﬁivs of Iraq that he is
perhape thinking of other lengusges, which are rnot rudimeht&ry languages,
but vhich are languages which can give us a possibility cf couplete
teaching up to higher education, such as the Arabic languagé. I'do not
know the Swahili languege, but it is possivle that it is sufficiently
developed to answer to the essentiel requixements of highér education.

T alsc said that as far as the territories under Frencﬁ administra-
tion are concerned, when we ere faced with a leaguage ﬁhich'is sufficiently
evolved for complete education, that is, elementary, secondary and higher
education is possible; then this teaching is given in this Ianguaée.

That is the ¢ase in North Africa, for the Aratic leanguage. It is the
case for Cambodien and for the Annemic lenguages. It is also the case
in Madzgascar for the Malgache.

But in the Cameroons, as in Equatcriel ifrica, as ih practically all
the territories of French West Africa, we are Tfaced with a mgltitﬁda of
dialects which are still in a very elemeantary stage. This stage is so
elementary that we cennot contemplate giving teecaing in this_lénguage.

That is why, in the Camercons, we have rescrted to the French
languege. . . o
If the Trusteechip Council wishes. to héve'a policy'on this point,
then you will have to put in the belance the advanteges §n§ the drawvacks
of the systems we are faced with. If you wish to teech in the
vernacular -- a vernaculer vhich dces not exist at present -- then you
will have to create this vernacular, erd vhich will you choose among the

multitude of dialects in the Cameroons? Ycu weuld heve to ckooge onre,
Jedopt it,
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adopt it, develop it, create it complete, in fact, in order thet it
become a language for education such as is necessary at the present
time if you wich to form technicians in all the vericus branches of
science in vpresent-day life.

It is a very long tesk, and I think that the result would be a
happy one perhaps. I don't know. But if you place yourself in |
the practical field, the representative of Mexico the other dey
sald, quite rightly, since there may be a lack of European
volunteers, for instance, in the field of medicine, and that it is
therefore difficult for the Administration to recrvit a sufficient
number of doctors, where a great need is felt for such, would it
not be appropriate to set up as quickly as possible a group of
doctors teken in the indigenous population. The representative
of Mexico, I believe, formulated this proposal when he was perfectly
Justified in doing so. .

But the French Administration has sought to constitute as
rapidly as pcssible a group of indigenous doctors, but in crder to
have these indigenous doctors, you must put them in a pesition to
receive the necessary formation. Therefore they must have a
languege, which would enable them to arrive quickly enough at the
stage of higher education. It is French, in the Cameroons, which
will give them this possibility, and no other languege is ﬁossible.

You cannot conceive of a student of medicine who at the
rresent time wished to study in any vernacular in the Cemercons.

It would te cquite iimpossible because such a language does not
xist. Then, you mucst give him an instrument of work which will
be a great language of world culture, whether it is French or
Enclish or Arabic; but you must give him a languege which he can
‘use for higher education, otherwise we would have no dcctors.

What doces the Council want in this case? Does 1t wish to set
up as soon as possible, in all the Trust Territories, indigenocus
bodies of technicians, of doétcrs, of engineers, and so forth, and
in this case, you would Lave to put the students in a pesition to
continue theilr studies to the higher depgrees. Or if you wish to
maintdin them a2t an elementary stage, of course you can give them
teaching in the vernacular, as is the case in the mission scheols.

It is a fact that higher education can be repidly developed
as we have done in our Territories, solely by teaching taken
directly in hand by the Administration. Otherwise the missions

/do not have
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do not have the necessary means to give to the students the possibility
of meking the nenessary studies in order to form technicians, and
therefore, universities or scholarships for universities, should be taken
in hand by the Administration.

That is what we have done, and we hLave arrived at anpr=ciaﬁle
results. As T have said already, for the two Trust Territoriec of the
Camercons and Togoland, we have more than 300 students in our
universities, who, therefore, have been in a positioﬁ to follow in
Frence the necesséry higher education courses. That is solely because
they were in a pasitién to learn French at an elementery stege.

If you leave a student in an elementary education taught solely in
the vernecular, which 1s not one of the lenguages mowm by a great part
of the population, this student is not in 2 position to pass to
secondary education, and he must devote at leest two years of his life
acquiring this idiom or this essential language, which would be French
or Inglish. You ere not doing the student a service in this case, and
that is why the students in the two French Trust Territories, as in all
the French African territoriles, require French to be given as an
essentlial teaching as early as the eleuentary schools.

I understend perfectly well the concern of the representative of
Iraq. <his concern has already been expressed by other members of the
Council. That is, that local civilizstion in all its aspects, and
in the agpects of langvages amonget others, should not be annihilated
by the teaching of a foreign langusge.

Everything should be done, not only to save the civilizaticn or
civilizations of the Territory, in order that the indigenous
inhabitants do not lose their raciel personality. Thils has never
been lost sight of by the French administration for any of our African
territories. On the centrary considerable studies have been carried
out in the field of indigenous civilizations, and we have already
recalled thet we have developed an Institude of Higher Africen Studies
at Dakar, and we ere sending the maximum number of students there, in
order that they mey take a very active part in the work of this
Institute, the purpose of which is precisely to cave everything that we

can seve of the old African civilization and to give them & form of

rebirth and redevelcpment.
/But if you went
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But 1f you want this work of resurrection of indigenous civilizations
to be carried on happily, you must set up first of all an intellectual
elite, and it will be precisely those among the students whom we send to
France to study in our universities who at a later stage will take an
interest in the indigenous civilization and will develop it, with
complete assistance of the Administration.

You rmust first of all create instruments of work, otherwise ycu will

not have the workers.

/That is the practical
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_ That ie the practical eituetion as 1t preeente iteelf at present
and the repreeentetive of :raq will understand thet I cempletely agree |
with hie general remarlce. Thet 1e not in contrediction with the remr&e
he me.de but in the prectica.l fielde wo are convinced that e he.ve ador.ted
__the 'beet way to accelerate the individual development of the populations
we are entrusted with. '

. Mr, Liu Chieh (Ghina) took the Chair.

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) (Intorpretation from French): I think
_ that the Council will be unanimous and that 1t will be indicated in the
| report that “the Council 1e unanimous to pay tribute to tbe genereue
splrit which governe the political reforme carried out by'France in the
~ Trust Territoriee. Theee political reforma are extremely bold. They .
.‘have given the population of the Cameroons a very large ehare in_the '
edminietretion of business in the Territony. i
- The Council will be unanimeus also to pay tribute to the boldneee-
and the generosity with vhich Franee has extended to the African I.
Territories the social legislation and the labour code of the metropoliten
. Yerritory.

- . Ve mny hope that the new inetitutione will prove by experience ‘
eufficiently fruitful to enable the economic develonment of the Terr*tory
without which. the finances would not beer the eurden of the administration

and of the cultural efforts which Franee has imposed upon hersgelf,

' 'eepecially in the Tield of education.

M?q LIN'(Chinel: It is with a sense of‘inadeqnaoy and a
feeling of humility that I, on behalf of the Chinese delegation, em
eubmittinb same ebeervetione to the Trusteeship Council on the admini-

Btration of the Cameroone under Frenoh trueteeehin..

The- annual report of that Truet Territory is the first report of

a series eubmitted to the Trueteeehip Counoil.‘ In epite of tho

excellence of the report, in spito of the frankmess and willingnese of ;

the epecial repreeentative in furniehing the Council with eupple-

mentary informetion, the Chineee delegation feele that it does not
poeeees a very olear pioture of the Trust Territory, 1te peoplee, its
folkwaye, ite cuetome, ite political achievemente, ite eduoat*on and

culture.a . * S RGP JE R .. : /To be:sure.
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To be sure, the ennuel report contelns a great meny facts and figures;
laws, ordinences, regulations, tables and so forth. But these do not tell
all. The Chinese delebation, at least, has understood very little of the
traditional patterns of culture, the traditional systems of velues, the
traditional concepts and beliefs and, above all, the process of evolution
which is teking place in that Trust Territory, a process which is destined
to bring about a radical transveluation of values.

In cther words the Chinese dalegation is not yet gble to understend
fully the present stage of the evolution of that Territory in the light of
its historical background and its pcssible achievements in the foreseeable
future.

It is becoming more and more clear that one of the great difficultles
confronting the Trusteeship Ccuncil in studylng the coniitiocas in any
Trust Territory and in drawing conclusions and cbssrvations thereupon 1s
that of striking e proper balance between whet is posaible and what 1s actual.

Unless we believe in & theory that whatever is real 1s rational we
cennot be satisfied with things and ccndltions as they exist. On the other
hand, unless we sre naively optimistic -- of course no member of the Council
is -- we cannot expect the appeerance of a Utopia in the Cameroons or
anywhere else.

These generael remarks ere intended to preface the observetlons of the
Chinese delegation, not only on the Cemeroons, but also on other Territories.
I shall not reveat them on later occssions.

The Trust Territory under consideration, it seems to the Chinese
delegation, hes made great strides in politicel advancement in recent years.

First of all there is the ecteblishment of suffrage. The grenting

of the right of election which is a besic political right to the people of

that Trust Territory is truly e welcome fact. This is the first step

towsrds self-government. At present the electorate 1s gtill limited in

scope. The total population of that Territory is some 2,800,000 and the

total population of 21 years or older in that Territory, according to the

special representetive, 1is ebout 1,400,000. But in the first election the

number of qualified voters wes only 42,000, each elector reprecenting
scme 67 inhebitents. '

The electorste is divided into two coileges, one collecge of French
The other

citizens to which the principle of umiversal suffrage epplies.
It is

college is of persons under French administration or trusteeship.

to be hcped thet in due course, the principle of universal suffrage may

be universslly epplied end eventually perhars the two colleges may also be
/There hae been

unified.
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There has boen crcated a Representative Asscubly of 40 meubers, 16
clected by the first college and 2 by the sceond. According to the deerce
of 25 October 1946 the Represcntative Asscubly ~hos been given pever to dccide
upon a considcrable number of riattcrs including the initiation of cxpenditurce.

It is to be noted, howcver, that all the powers given crc rclatcd to
natters of purcly local conccrn. The Asscubly has no powcr to initiate
legiclation which is the prorogative of the French National Asscubly.

No less inportant, in the opinion of the Chincse dclegation, is the
fact that the Adninistration is planning to cnlarge the nembership of local
ond regional councils which will include not only chicfs and notables but .
also rcprescntatives of oconenic and social agencics, such as trade unions,
coopcratives, and others, o

Although thesc institutions arc not yct formalized und appurcntly
have no statutory powcrs and the procuss of roorganization is still undor
considcration, it is to be hoped that-thcsc crgong will cvontually bocoro
rcal bodics of local govermicnt, It is only on a basis of thesc local
institutions that a truc democracy can be gradually built in the Territory
os a wholc, | ,

In genorel, the Chinesc delogation is of the oéinion that the
Conecroons undcr French Aduinistraticn is nckirng rapid progress towords
sclf-governnont and the Trusteeship Council cormends highly the liberal
policy of the Adninistering Authority im prouoting political advencouent

of the Territory.
Our delcgation also notes with intorcst the ten-ycar plan for gpcial

and ccononic dcvelopuent which will involve a total cxpenéiture of more than
8 billion frones. As the plans werce Just begimning to opcratc in the year
undcy rcvicw, that is 1947, 1t is notlpossiblc, at tﬁélprcsont stege, to

appraise the results ohtaincd._ -
As the ycars go on the Councll will no dotbt be inforucd of thc

annual progrcse. In the ucantluc the Chincsc delegation desircs to express

its good wiches for the succcss of the sociul and.cconomic dcvelopuent
tes the ondcamour on t}c pexrt of the Adninistering

undertaken and apprecicts
social con'itlons in thce Trust Tcrritory.

Authority to iupreve cconomic and

It is & general phenonicnon in Africcn Trust Tcrritories thot
Thie sccus to

7LGe8 axe

rclated to' the minimm subsistence level of the inhebitants.

be truc of tho Cancroons alco. OF coursc in this Territory woges very

according to districts; whore the dcmanda for lobeur ie high, wages too

often go beyond the nminimun rate.
/bnc intcresting



s oo o/riay
36

Cne interesting and somewhat disturbiﬁé &Spe;;-clzt of this situation is
that while wages are uwsually fixed on a Easis of the subsistence level,
the werkers, it is said, do not desire higher wages as their needs are
simple and dailly necessities can easily be satisfied. This sourds as
though they are satisfied with low weges. My delegation is doubtful
of the validity of this argument, for the contrary may aleo be arguved.
The needs of the inhebitants are simple because they have no means of
acquiring those goods and eervices which satisfy the higher needs. They
heve no meens of getting better clothes, better houees or of improving
health and sanitary conditions.

It will seem that the creation of conscious desires and needs for
the higher things of life 1s relatively easy. The weys and means of
satisfying those needs end desiresare difficult, If economlc and
gociel conditions are to be improved, such improvements will necessarily
be, in the firast stages anyway, in terms of hetter clothing, tetter
housing, better health, and so forth, and such improvements rejuire
pceitive acticn and initative on the part of the Administering Authority,
noct only to create greater desires and needs, which is easy, but also
to satisfy them, which 1s somewhat more difficult,

Turning now to the question of land tenure, we note thaet a general
reform of the gystem of land tenmre is"naﬁlﬁeing stuiled by the French
Parliament, ard we suggest that the Council invite the Administering
Authority to include in its next Annual Report & full account of the
éxiating land situation end the problems arising from it, the rature
of the contemplated reform erd some account of the discussions in the
French Parliament,

The Council will no doubt welcome any measure designed to clarify and
safeguard fully the rights and interests of the indigenous inhabitants
in the matter of land tenure,

Cn the subject of mineral development, we note with Interest the
establishment of a state corporeticn, the Bureeu of Mines, with power to
acquire mining concessions and to underteke all phases of mining oper-
ations, The Council might invite the Administering Authority to keep
1t fully informed of the operations of the Eureau of Mines, including
ennuval figures showing the proportion of mining producticn under its
control ard the emount and proportion of revenue derived from it for the
benefit of the Territory.

/ The Council might



THS /DG | /v 143

37 | 75'

The Council might also express the hope that a progressive
expansion of activitles of the Bureeu will have the effect of greatly
increasing the share of the indigenous inhabitants in the mineral weslth
of the Territory.

Our delegation obeerves further that with the marked flow of capital
toward the Territory, the development of new industries is being
encouraged, The Council might express the view that the Administering
Authority should do everything in its power, by making grents and lcans
or other forms of assistance, to encourage and enable the indigenous
inhabitants to take a full ﬁ&rt in industrial development, and to place
them upon at least as favourable a tesis as enterprises supported dy
external private capital,

The-special representative has mentioned the abolition of the
customs unicn between the Cameroons and French Equatoriel Africe on the
apparent grounds that "common tariffs might have constituted an
obstacle to the independence of thelr economic policies”,

In this connexion the Council might ask for details of the simple
Customs Convention 3y which the union was replaced in 1948, end an account
of the differences between the two systems including en epplanation of ‘
the manner in which the previous obstecle has been overcone,

The thinege delegation i1s much interested in the ten-year educ-.
etional plen on which the speciel representative, at the request of our
delegation, gave a comprehensive account the other day. It 1s 1o be

éxpected thet in the fubure Annual Reports the prcgressive developpents

of education will be fully covered. The ten-year educational plen seems

to be a very encoursging espect of the Administration.
Finally, I sheuld like to make a few observati<ns on the etatus of

both the Trust Territories under the French Union,
The PRESZDENT: Pcrhaps the representative of Chine would ressrve

these for to-morrow,
The Council is adjourned until 11 a.m. bo-morrow,

The meeting rose at 3.45 p.m.






