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The PRESilENT: 
the sixty-seventh meeting of the I decle:-e 

Trusteeship council open. 
of the T"~'-1..!steeship council 

Yesterday, the members 

that we were th' . ,.,,e·s· -'t; on of" the protection disc~ssing e ~~ -

mo.y rc:rr.ember 

Of the City 

• i h bita.~ts with reBDect to the Resolt:.t~on 
of Jerusalem and ivS n a ' 

· · 11 d. a.L~d 26 April 1948.· We were s:pocifically 
of the Genere.l liSsemo '!J " . 

. . s:,•ion mede by· ·· tho French delegation concerning discussing 't.t:e sugge _,., . - • · 
' . ~ • 

the estabHch:nent cf an i~te~ationa.l police fc:tro with a view to 

' th c·t of ' Je"'usalem lie shall be emm:!'ing peace and ore.er in .e 2. Y .. . • 

i • st d particularJy in that d:!.scussion, in hearing the very nvere e ' • • ·: . 

views cf .t~e /II'e.b Hig..lier cornmi ttee and of the Jewish J,gency, as 

well as cf iihe mandatory power. 

! now open the meeting to such questions as any of the members 

care to raise and, I hope, the observations 9f the three wM.ch I 

have just me::itioned. 

Mr. FLETCEF.RwCOORE (United Kingdom): I should like to maEe some 

general remarr.s, which fall into two categories~ First of nll, the 

United Kingdom. delegation have, during the past day O:i." two, been giving 
, . 

very cm:•ef~ conside~~tion to the French proposal for an i:nte~national .• 

volunteer police force for Jerusalem. However, my G.over!llllent feels 

that we sho-:.ild. bring to the notice of the Trusteeship Cot1.:icil, at 

on early stage in order to insu~e that this question is considered 

in an atmosphere of reality, certain gene~al considtrctio~s which we 

feel thi:;y ouG}:lt to have in .mind. 

In the f:trst place, conditions in Palestine, generally, and in . 

Jerusalem, in :particular, have been deteriorating very rapidly du:-in8 

the past few days• The administr~tion has practically come to ths end 

of its effective powers, and the_,..e are in Jorv.sale:m now only some 

twenty-three British officers -- and I 
am n~t , of course, rof'erring 
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to the ranl: 8..'l'ld file of the polke, but most of the Eri tish officers 

havo left Jerusalem. 

As recards tho specific :proposal for an international volunteer 

police force, I havo boon asl;:ed to mal::e two main points, The first 

:point is that if this force is to be at all effective, it must be 

a woll••trained, .well-disciplined force, which can carry out and is 

accustomed to carryinG out the peculiarly difficult pol:l.ce duties 

which the Security problem in Jerusalem provides. I~ more conglcmor-

.. ation of individu.aln, unt:::o.ir.ed, s:peakin3 different langue.ges, with 

no particular expGrience of conditic~o in Jerusalem, or in the 

middle eant eenerally, would be a very difficult body to deal with 

ond th~ir tasl: would be e~tromely difficult. 

Secondly, even if it were possible, in the short tine at cur 

disposal, to as::rnmble ond collect such a force, the quest:I.on still 

remains • as to hm1 they ore to be tranoported to Palestine. lst the 

present tine, tho administration and the nilitury, who aro with­

drawing from Palestine, are findinc cor.siderable d.iff!cultics, and 

my latest information is that Lyd.da. Airport, the chief airport, is 

only operating during daylight hours, and then only under conditions 

of extreme difficulty. While, therefore, the UnHed Kingdom. delegaticn 

welccmed,ao they have dono in previous statements, the French 

proposal ond will do all that they can to facilitate its coming 

into force, at the 8amo time, I have been asked to bring to the 

notice of the members of the Trueteeship council these very real 

difficulties end to enphasize them cncEt acain. 
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• • . ;. • like · tb • tur!l to a brief statement of the 
If I may, I should u.OW • 

which is avaj,lELble here in the 
information, in very general terms, 

• 1 • • likely to have acme bear:nc on 
United Kingdora delegation, whicl is 

d TIOlice force. First of all, ur:cor 
the sett!.nG up of the propose r 

th P
olice force in Jerusalem is not oc:parated 

present arrancements, e 

· • f ·or·ce as a i1hole . • Those :police who serve from the Palestine . police 

. • :,.. rs of the Palestine Poli co Forc·o, end there is in Palestine ere memve 

no s~ecific Jerusalem ~olice force with a specific col1!Illissioh of 

police. Thus, it is very difficult to give a.ete.iled in:forill.ation as 

to the circtfilBtances of those poli~e who serve inJerusalem,,be~ause 

such infon:ation is not separately available. 11B members of the 

T!'ustecship council may be aware, in 1947 ~1948 the Palestine Police 

Force, . as a· whole, ~ost app:ooxi:mately seven million :pounds. The 

outgoing ad!ninistration has made provision for the :n:aintenance of 

the police force for Palestine as a whole for the months of f.pril, and 

hair of May -- that is until 15 May, and the provision for expenditure 

on· polic·e is estimated at appJ::Joximately one million pound.s. 

I should like to recapitulate --although we have con·reycd this 

information to the Secretariat -.:his Majeoty' s Govc:::'ment' s att.i tu.de, 

as reg~ds certain specific points arising out of/J.ny proposal for en 

international ~olice force for Jerusalem. The first relates to the 

Chief of Police. I am aware that there is a proposal that this should 

be considered in closed sessiori. However, I feel that I should tell the 

Truotecship Council now that his Majesty's Government aro not prepared 

to suggeSt any United Kingdom cnndidate fer the post of Chief of Police. 

If ony volunteers from the present Palestine Police Force wish to cone 

fcrwerd, having severed their connection with f th the public service o e 

Un!ted Kingdom either n8 0 andidates for f the post of/Jhief of Felice or or 
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any other of the senior post, his Majesty's Government will not otnnd 

in their way, but they ure not dio:posed to malrn any :1'.'eco:mnone.~:tions. 

If, whoever was reopor .. sible for making this appointment wisbod to 

consider pal•ticular names, tha.t is to say nemes of those who had 

volunteered for this service, his Ma.jestyt s Government would real(e 

available for their consideration tho past records of □ ervice of any 

such volunteero. 

J,s regS!'ds the oeco::id IJOint, rank a::id. fi::!.e, with respect to the 

constables, his Majesty's Gove:-..·::imcnt he.ve no objection to eny 

inc..ividuo.ls in tho PuJ.e□tine ~ollce Fcrce volunteering e.ftcr they 

have again severed their connection with the force ond ta}:en their 

pensions, gratuities, and so on. On 17 l\pril -- :per-haps I sho:-,;.ld. say 

that oven ec.rlior this year, it ~,as anticipated that soir.e five hundred . 

Britioh r,olico conot.:i'bJ.e □ and non-corrmosic::ied officers, and ponsibly 

some inspectors, on1 poooibly some officers would have been available 
• and • 

for an international polico force/would have volunteered for ouch a 

force. The nunbor has been greduclly d,,indling cwing to the fact 

that no specific offors of emplo:,r:ent were made to thero. Cn 17 April 

information wao received that there were fif'ty voluntee::::-s avnilable, 

mainly young and incxporienced constcblcs, with a fCifjvnior non-

• conrrnissicned officero. No inspectors mid no officers have volunteered. 

-

Moreover, of the fifty who had vol1,lllteered, many of them have local 

connectiono, which might not have made them wholly eui table for 

employment in en international force. But I :rr.u3t now go further .and 

tell the Trusteeship Council that the le.test information rdceived from 

T 
~cruselom 1s that there ere no volu.~teers availaole; that is to say, 

the timo that has paosed since 17 April, and no firm offers of employ­

ment have been made and most of these men looking to the future have 
' 

hca to make othe~ orranGemonts. 
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concerned, there are now no volunteers 
So far as my information is 

available froo the Pale.stine police force for any internaticnal volunteer 

force that ~ay be set up. 

the 

the 

As rec;ards the next :point .... arms, accommodations, and equipment ... 

arms, accommodation and equipment of the Palestine police force are 

property of the Government of ~alestine and not of His l'.iejeoty's 

Government. FJ.s l:ajesty's Government has, of course, a considerable amount 

of military stores in Palestine which have been :paid for by. tho ta:lq)uyers 

of the United Kincdom e.nd which, as :part of the withdrmval plan, are no,, 

being withdra1-m; but the arms and equipment -- and they are very extensive 

which belong to the Palestine :police force a.re the assets of the Government 

of Palostin~, e.nd it ·was always the intention of His Majesty's Government to 

turn those over to any appropriate authority workina under the auspices of 

the United Nations 11ho v:as competent to take them over. 

I think, therefore, that I can safely say that if un international 

volunteer police force is formed, there will be adequate supplies of arms, 

equipment, transport, ammunition; and, subject to the fact that most, or 

quite a considerable amount, of the accommodations in Jerucalom occupied 

by the police are in requisitioned or rented buildings, there would be no 

reason why any incoming police should not take over and use the same build• 

TurninG now to the question of cost, at an earlier stace the Government 

of Palestine 11as asked what it regarded as the minimum number of non­

Palestinian police that would be required to maintain order in Jerusalem. 

It is true that the specific circumstances in which they might be re~uired 

to perform this task wer t 1 e no . c early defined; that is to say, it was not 

clee.r r,hether they ·were merely going to confine themselves to :police duties 

1n a state of calm existing in Palestine, or whether they would carry out 
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theil'. di.;ties in a state practically amounting to civil •war. But the 

answer received from the Govr;;-:r.-:::ont of P-'llestd.ne w.s that a minimum of 

one thousand non-Palestinians would be required. It v.as also estimated 
I 

that the cost per month to maintain these one thousand __ and I presume 
. . . ' 

that the cost ·was based on ezisting rates of pay -- would be so:;:.e· forty 

thousand pounds for their salaries and cenera.l rr~intenance. In addition, 

a sum of approxiir.e.tcly five thousand pou:1ds a month "~ould be reg_i.Iired 
. : . 

to maintain and rer>lacc, ,,here necessary, those items of arDJS, ru:ri:::unition, 

oqui:pmont and a.ccomodation ·which, as I have already explained, would be 

there in the firot instance as part of the assets of the Governr:ent of 

Palestine. But the3· would require a sum of approximately five thousand 

pc · .nds :per month to n::i.intain them in c..ppro:priate order and to :purchase 

additional amrnunition ~nd so on. 

That works out at e. cost of somethinc over half a million -pounds a • 

year to maintain one thousand non-Palestinian personnel in such a force. 

The Trusteeship Council mic;ht also wish to take note of the fact that in· 

recent weeks the Government of ?e.lestine has oreanized t. ,ee hundred Jews 

and three hundred Arabs ns a Jewish and. Arab municipal police force in 

Jerusalem. I have a fi13ure here, I thinl;:, of the cost of this force. The 

mixed 'rorce of tbree hundred /i.rabs and three hundred Jews woulcl cost 

approxin:ately twelve thousand powids per t:ensem. 

The members of tho Trusteeship Council will undoubtedly wish to have 

before them two itoms of infor~ation that I regret I cannoi present. One 

is the e.ctual structure of the Palestine police force, the latest structure 

showing the numbers in each category: officers, superintendents, assistant 

superintendents, temporary constables, and so on. 
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Out in the a.raft estimates for 19l:-8-1949; that 
Theso are all set 

___ A_ ·nril and May -- to which I have c.J.rec..dy 
is, fer the two months .: 

f t h"s document, which I received J'Qcqnt,ly 
referred, and the only copy b • 1 

.Pt aalley:..proof of the estJ:mates, 
frco Jcruoalem U..'1d which is a dra... ..., 

""een sent to the Secretariat of the United l'Tat:lo:'.'ls. I shouJ.d tas L; 

therefore sussest that if the members of the Trusteeship Council wish 

to oee tbig document, it might te possible to ask the Secretariat to 

circulate the relevant pages. It is a docu.~ent, of course, setting out 

the total expenditure contemp,1ated on all the de:partmonts, but the 

relevant r,agcs rels,ting to the police will shov the r.11tes o:f pay and 

the e.ct ual num"!Jsrs in each ce.teGory. 

The second lot of. information -- which I am afraid is not available 

to me, but js available, I hope, to the Secretariat concerns the 

quantities and t:,'])es of arms and stores handed 9ver to the mi;11.icj.pal 

police forces, not only to the nunid.pal police forces i..'1 Jeruce.lcm, 

to ·which I r.ave already referred, but to thoce uunicf:t:al J0wfah and 

.Arab polir.e forces wb.foh have been set Ul) elsewhere in Palestine. 

Simi~a~ly, the a~rangements contemplated for r.anding over to an 

appropr:!uta Un:!.ted Ne.tions o:..·ganization, and siuilarly comp:.ete infor­

ru1ticn re:i.~.t:!.n,g to the a,rns, vehicles, buildings and equi:r;n:ent of the 

Palestine pol:!.ce force -- all this information has beon ccnveyed by the 

Government of Pe..lestine to the adva.."1.ce Secretariat party ·which ·was . 
recently -- and one member who I beJ.ieve still is -- in Palestine. I 

do not have co-nieo of th9.t 1"nformation. Th tl ~ e inventory of the Paleo ·ne 

police property must be a very bulky document. I do not knOi-i whether 

the representatives of the Secretariat 1n Jer~salem have al.ready tranomittlll 

it to tr.e Secretariat here. I j presume they have, in which case -- egr. n 
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similarly to the other document -- it might be available, if the 

members of the Trustoeship Cou.."1.cil wished, for circulation. 

I shall, of coure:e, be pleased to f:',nower any questions wh:l.ch the 

membets of the Trusteeship Council m:J.y wish to put in elaboration of 

the points to which I have referred, or any other matters as to which 

I can assist the TrusteesM.p Council; but, for the moment, I think that 

is all I hJ.ve to say~ 

The PID:SIDEN7: So:metbre, I hopo that both Mr. Shertok and lf;r. Husssini 

rr.JlY coll'.Jlle:it on this statc:me:-.t. 

vu.~.' SIC'F:J!OK (Jewish AGency for Palestine): I should like to put a 

quest,io:..'l ,.;hic'b.the represent.at-ive of the United Kingdom, in his ca:pacity 

as representative of the n:.an:1,'lt•)ry power, t1ight be able to answer. Ee 

referred to the vary considerable volume of equipment which now forrr.s an 

asset of tho Palestine administration nnd said that the n:andatory power 

would be pretared to hand ovsr that equipment to an in~erneticnal force, 

if forn:od. My quostion is: Htat will be the fate of ttat equi1:cr.cmt upon 

the ·co~plete witbdrawl of tl:e r:andatory authority, if by then no international 

force i□ in existence? What will l:a.:ppen to it? 

The PRrJ3IDEI-?r: I do not know whether that is a question to wh!ch 

the representative of the United Kingdon would cc.re to re:ply. 

Vir. F~TCEER-COOKE (United Kin3dom): I can only 8'.lY that Yl'e heve 

not reached 15 May. The negotiations have been going on with various 

organs of the United Nations durir..g the :past three or four months, in an 

attempt to set arrancemonts ma.de as to takin13 over not only, I rr.ay say, 

the police assets, but of the administration as a whole in Palestine. 

At this moment, the :people in Palestine axe equally uncertain as I am 

as to what exactly will ha.rpen. We have always v.crked er. the assu.-;ir,tion 
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15 May some appropriate organ of th0 United 
end L~ the hope that before 

ld fo ... th and be in a position to tako over those assets. 
rrations wou come ... 

I would, however, like to make this statement: that if no organ of the 

United :Nations, no organization, no international_ police force, no c'cm­

nisr:iion, or no delegate comes fon:rard, the question of the :protection 

of these assets will be a very .live one; not only· the question of using 

ttem to maLritain security, but the question -of their physical :r;rotect_ion, 

because in the present circumstances in Palestine, naturally enouc;h, 

stores· of ar.llB are regarded as a suitable target for both sides. This 

is a fe.ct 1:hich the Trusteeship Council should bear in. mind; that even 

if it can::ot go ~,ery far, even if ·it can only protect _the asset of the 

Palestine police force until such time as it can get people to use them 

in. an appropriate :manner, that alone would be a step in tho rjc;ht direction, 

V.ir. GJl.R..~U (F:rance) (spolre. :!n ]'rench) 

Mr. RYCKI,!AHS (Belgium) (opoke in French) 

The PRESIDEI:T: I am sure the Trusteeship Council is most eager and 

•• anxious to heur the attitude and the ideas of both the Arab IIicher Com­

mittee and the Jewish Agency wit~ respect to the questio~ that the rep­

resentative of Belgium has just put, namely, ae to -what would bo t,he 

attitu:le of the respective TI. arties to the ccnstitut_i ,...n -f' h , i .t' v o ... sue a po ... ce 

force as proposed by the representative of France. 
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Mr. Y.E'IALIDY ( Iraci) : 'r·he question nut by the r·epresentati ve of 

l3elgium 10 of course very relevant, and we have .the right to ask both 

parties t;o present their case and make their position clearly knovm. 

However, I feel that before we can ask both co!r.munities to clarify the 

position we ourselves, as well as tho Arabs and Jews cf Palestine, 

oucht to be in a position to answer such a question, and indeed, for 
. , 

our own advantac;e, I feel that at the same time we must have some more 

information and further details of the plan. · It would be only fair 

if the French dele3ation, which ha~ presented us with a paper, would be 

good enouch .to supply us with moro d.etails of their idea . 

.More specifically, I menn in realtion to certain questions which 

yesterday I took the liberty of callin3 "les petites choses". For 

example, where is the international police force to come from, and in 

what numbers; of what nationality, how will they be trained and under 

whom - not mentionin3_e.ny n9.Illes; who will supply their w.munition, apart 

from the stores in Palestine referred to by Mr. Fletcher Cook just now; 

all these small thinGs must be nad0 clear before we can eive any answer 

to the question put 1)y the representative of Beleium. 

feelin5 about it, Mr. President. 

That is my 

The !)RESIDENT: I quite und.erstand that before you say "yesr or 

"no" you would like to lmow further details. On the ohher hand, if 

I co~rectly understood the thought of the representative of Belgium, 

it was one of inquiry regardina the eeneral attitude, so as to help 

us Perhaps to formulate and think throueh such details as you mention. 
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) ( • k in French). Mr. RYCKMANS (Bel3ium S_po e 

Mr. GA....!ffiEAU (France) (Spoke in French). 

The ~RESIDENT: 

(Here foll~!_a d.iE.£.~ ?n !E_e _!!Ubject of · th~_!erb~im r~~ 
of Trusteeship Council meetings·) . 

May We then m_ov, e to the bu _s:i.ness at hand, as time Tb.e PRESIDENT: . 

is passing. 

The representatives of Belgium and France have asked whether the 

·~t· s of the Arab Higher Committee and the Jewish Agency re:presen l,C, 1 ve . . . . 

would commant on their general attitudes _with respect to this French 

:proposal. It is not a question that they vote for it or against it had 

they e chance to vote, but a question of _how they regard the proposal, . . . 

what do they thi:n.~ would be the constructive steps to talce, and what is 

their general attitude towards the underlying idea of the French 

proposal. 

I wonder if M1.·. Shertok would like to comment. 

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agenc;r): Havin13 been . the first to speak up on 

quite a few occasions, I would, in this particular case, y:i.eld the priority 

to the representative of . t.1-ie Arab Higher Committee. 

JAMAL BEY IDJSSEIHI (Arab Higher Committee): As a matter of fact, 1 

was going to make a statement before the represontati ve of the Jewish 

Agency started his remarks, and I made it, I think, in .the meeting the 

day before yesterday. I ma.de my position 4uite clear,-:-".",. and ialthough 
. . 

there uere atenographe~s presant and I repeated it to you then. b::,t 

my statement was completel;y misunderstood • . 

It is not my business to make any remarks with regard to tal'.1ng 

verbatim records, but you must remember that the other day I .said that 

if tbe two sides agree to a truce •within the ·walls cf Jerusalem, then 

we Hill send a message to our people at the other end aslcing them to 

give orders for a cease-fire. d 
Mr• Shertok, on that occasion, sai --

I 

I 
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at least, he repeated it -- that I made the suggestion that I was going 

to give orders from here for a cease-fire. 

statements must be taken verbatim. 

So, in ,my opinion, all our 

I will repeat ·what I said the last time. We object, certainly, to the 

sending of any foreign troops to our country., _ Foreign troops in our 

country have been the cause of all the misfortunes .that have happened in 

Palestine durinG the last · fifty yea::so Ho-one :J.n the world but the 

Arabs ba-;re felt tho harassing difficulties of foreign troops _in Palestine. 

The Arabs e.re the ones who are losing their country, as a matter of fact, 

who r.ave lost> as far as the decision of le.st .fall is concerned, a @:"eat 

part of G~ country because of the existence in Palestine of foreign troops. 

We are novt in a difficult position in Palestine because of the presence of 

foreogn trcops, ao we certainly object to foreign troo::;:is bein{s sent to 

Palestine. In my opinion, these troops will not be effective in lceeping 

peace in Palestino unless there is a truce in the whole of Jerusalem, and 

it is not :practicable to ho.ve pu . . ' e in Jerusalem unless there is peace in 

the whole of Palestine. 
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. I think I wae quite clear on that point, too. I said that, .5.f 

t i s...- our wishes we wore not going 
these troops y;~re being sen aga n 11 

• ' 

· · t hoot at them but, at the same time, it is to resist them or o s , 

inconceivable that a body of one thousend men c·ould do any.thing . in 

Je~usalem if there ·were a battle between the two s:i.des., If the Jews 
' 

:t Ar b to· attack Jerusalem -- probably with thousana.s· and or he a s were • • 

thousand.a of their forces· -- c·ould a force of one thousand. men be 

considered as safe? If Jerusalem were being .bosior..;ed, would it be 

poscible that these one thousand men could get proviaions and am,,""Wnit:ton 

and whatever else they might want? 

I think many difficulties will arise which will make it impoos:i.ble 

for the people going to Jerusalem as a poiice force to accomplish e.ny­

thing of rea.i value with regard to :peace -in Jerusalem. The Arnb Higher 

Colr.lllittee, therefore, objects to any foreign troops benng sent to 

Jerusalem. 

The PRESIDEI-J"'T: I should like to ask Mr. Husseini whether he wo'Jld 

draw any distinction between "foreign troops", as hEi has juot e.xpresoed 

it, and a constabulary whose duty is to enforce internal, doniestic lmr 

and order, doing purely domestic police duty. There is a distinction 

between those two types of forces, and I wonder whether the remarlrn 

Which l'.r. IIusseini has just made are applicable to both types; whether 

he had both types in mind, or just "foreign troops", .as he expreosed 

it. 

same. 

Mr• HUSSEINI ( Arab Higher Committee) : To us, they are 
to Palestine 

They are armed people who would be coming/to execute 

all the 

a certain 

policy which we do not accept and which we will resist, As a matter 

of fact, at the present juncture, the sending of international troops, 

to Jerusalem in particular, IDAans t'I-._. e - .i practical exocution of the 
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partition scheme, which we resist r.md which we shall always resist. 

It does noii, therefo1·e, t1atter 11hether these people would constitute 

a police force or troops,. 

,-Te have had bitter eX?el"ience with these elastic te:cme. Everyone 

knows that the mandate wes really :rr..eant to last a few years; the 

csndate hes contint~ed for thirty years and has ended in tho present 

situation of chaoo and disruption~ We cen:iot really rely on cny 

assurance that these t~ocps will not be used for political ~urposes 

outside the scape of l1hat is being discussed here for the temi:orary 

protection of the inha'hi tonts of Je=:-'..u::alem. 

Mr. SHERTC,1t (Jewish A3cncy): llo dofinitely agree -- in fact, 

we consider it vitally neccosru.•y -- that a United Nations force be 

sent to Palestine to .undortal.:o tho protection of Jerusalem and of 

the main e.pproach8s to Jerusalem. Wo accepted, in Irovember leot1 

tho principle of an international regime for the Ci t.y of Jerusalem, 

as hod been decided by the General Assembly, and we stcnd today by 

that acce-ptance. 

Com~.ng :iow to the :prop~so.l made by the representative of France, 

I submit thnt it has to be ex~r-J'.r~ed under the followins aspects: 

]'irst, in -what context is it envisaged that the. proposal would 
~ . . 

have to be carried through 'l Is the context envisaged. one of a. truce • 
I 

agreed upon by both parties end extending to the Holy City of Jeraoalom 
I 

end to the appi-oaches to it, or 10 • tho context one of an absence of . 

truce -- .that is to say, of a state of war between the two parties, 

With t!1e sole exception of the Oli city of Jerusalem which, a.s for 

as the safety of the i:io:pulation eo a. whole is concerned, is an insig­

nificant exception, important us it may be for the shrines which are 

inside the Walled City 
0 



BC/ec • • ·T/P.V. 67 (extract) 
43 

• im h·ow soon will it, be possible The second aspect is that oft e 

to get·\,ogether the force envisaged in th~ ·Fr~~c·h ·proriosaJ.'l 

The third aspect is that of size -- whetha- t:he ri~'ber pr·op~sed 

is . adequate 
1

unde:/.thi; cci~tingency or other contingencies• 

I am ·not ··entei'.ing ·into the question of ftinds, which is an obvious 

consideration, but it is a contingent consideration depending ·upon the 

determination of the other factors involved. 

I should.like to ·say, with rege.rd to the first aspect, that it is 

of couro~ the most vital and the primary question. If there is a truce, 

then th9 force can be purely nominal. If there is no truce, then it • :: 

is a totally different question. I should like to use a phrase coined 

by M::·. Eiiash e.t cine of' our internal ·cc,nsultations. lle said that :!..f 

the truce is effective, then the force can be symbolic; but if the truce 
' 

is merely symbolic -- that . is to say, applying only to the . Old City -- • 

then the force must l:ie effective. 
. . 

I think • I coul.d . do no better than • 

to use that very apt, cryptic and terse formulation. 

In the present circumstances, when there is no agreement as to a·.· 

truce covering the whole of Jerusalem, it is quite clear that the alter­

natives a!'e either to bring in an effective force which would be in a 

position to take charge of all security arrangements and keep the situ­

ation firmly and effectively under, control, or to leave Jerusalem in a 

state of a potential and· actual battlefield between the Jews and the 
. . 

Arabs and not merely between the Jews and the Arabs of Jerusalem 

itself, but probably also including attempts by Arab forces from outside 

to invade Jerusalem. Any such attempt, needless to say, will be resisted 

with the greatest possible stiffness and determination by Jewish armed 

forces, aa the only way under that contingency of saving th~ Js·ws of 
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Jerusalem from complete subjection, from possible extermine,tion and, 

during the process of the fighting, :from the possibil_i ty of being 

otarved out by_ the attacking party. 

If the United Nations is resigned to leaving Jeruoale:m. in that 

state, then the _i0sue must be clearly faced. If, on the other hand, 

the United Nations refuses even to contempla~e such a possi'bility, 

then agai~ the issue must be sg_uarely faced and action must be determined 

acc_ord.ingly •. 

• We have no objection to a force being formed of volU!lteers, although 

I believe it haa already been said that that principle may very seriously 

interfere wi t..l-i its inner . cohesion and its ~epaci ty for unified e.ction. 

However, if there is enou.gh time properly to .select the volu..'lteers and 

to wield them together into a unified force, train them and instill 

into their ra..>'llcs a tC'am. spirit and a feelir.g of corporate responsi-

bility, there can be no possible objection to the principle as such, 

but that certainly entails a great deal of time, and the question would 

then arise: What is to happen in the meantime, in the abosnce of a 

truce? That means that ei t,hor J eruealem is left prey to anarchy and 

a "free-for-all", or the contingency must be faced of applying to a 

po,mr or to a fe--.r powers with the request that a contingent or contingents 

should be provided, to be lent for the time being to whoever may be 

appointed by the United Natio:is as the Governor or Administrator of 

Jerusalem, in ord.er to ensure its safety and protection. 

I say this quite frankly and PID: .. ely ob_jectively. It is not a ques­

tion of any like or dislike or of any preference. It is, I submit, an 

inescapable conclusion, if the issue is to be faced. 



BC/ec 
• T/PiV _, 67 (extract) 

45 - 50 
•• l , • ~ \ • • 

T\erha,·()s·· the · fe~1er the number :>f powers, Theoretically speaking, ,1:' ,1:' 

th homoaeneous and the more uniform the force . the better, becaus~ e more o 

is, the more effective it will be. But, neec.less to say, there i's a 
. . . . 

considerable latitude here as to the composition of the force~ All I 

want to stress is that force is essential and, if the catastrophe is· 

to be averted, it is ruost crucially, urgently necessary. 

I ·should like ·to add a few words on the question of size, Under 

such a contingency, the figure envisaged by Mr. Garreau is obviously 

a.id ~I think adntlttedly by him -- inadequate. If it is to be not a 

filer~ eymbol but an effective force to ensure ths peace of Jeruae.lem, 

its size must be larger. I would not at this staee take it upori myself 

to indicate a figure, but it must certainly run into several thousruid 

men and. cannot be limited to a mere thousand·. 

That is the issue, in our estim-9.tion, and that is also the defi­

nition of our attitude. If an international force of adequate · strength 
. . . . ' 

is formed -- I m0an by that, naturclly, a United Nations force; plac·ed 

under the · control of the perso~ or body of persons who would be entrusted 

by the United Ne.tions ~rith that gi:•eat, historic task' of preserving the 

peace -of Jerusalem -- we, for our part~ would be ready to ·co-operate 

with it and assume such 'responsibilities as may be assigned to Us 'as 

part of the scheme. It goes without saying thai no. force from o~tside 

can be a substitute in all fields for the participation of local people 

in tho nor.nal policing- dufies of the towri __ the regulation of traffic, 

prosecution of offenders, observanc·e of sanitary regulations, et cetera . . 
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en the other hand, the assumption of control in security matters 

of Jerusalem by ·e: United_ Nations . armed __ _f'ol:'ce would pro:ba1:ily mean 

ttat the present . armed forces engaged in the very h9.rd task of 

r.eeping the road open, protecting foot convoys and defending the 

outlying quarters of Jerusalem could then be dispensed with. 

In our estir:.a.tion, that sum.s up our attitude of the nature of 

the problem. 

Mr. :RYCI{MAHS (Belgium): (S:poke in French) 

JJ\l~\L BE"'! IfuSSEINI (Arab Higher Co.mmi 1;;tee) : It seems that I did 

not malrn my point clear. If such a force were sent against o\lr will, 

ve wculd not ehoot at them, but we would r.ot cooperate because we know 

ttat this force would be the beginning of the imple.::nenta.tion of 

partition. f,nd then, it will not stop there. We know for sure that 

thi~ force of one thoueand may become ten thousand in no time. Then 

we would be l:£ain swamped by occupation. We cannot accept that by our 

own good will. 

What we can do is this. If they come against our will, w~ a.re 

not going to resist them but we will not co-operate with them. 

Mr. GARBEAU (France) : (Spoke in French) 

JW.AL BEY Il'JSSEINI (Arab Higher Committee): I desire to thank 

Mr. Garreau for his sympathetic attitude towerd the people of 

Jerusalem. I happen to be a Jerusalemi te myself', and. my family are 

there in great numbers. If one feels the great distress that the 

people of Jerusalem, ·whether Jews or Arabs, now fincl. , ·thet:'!Selves in 

from the points of view of terror or because of war or because of 

deprivation or insufficiency of :provisions, and so on, he does not do 

so more than myself. But, after all, -war is war. I think that if 

.. 
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M~ Garreau of any of you have hEtd the , experience rny countrymen end 

myself have ,had bees.use of the presence of ; strangG or foreign armed 

men in· our country, then you would have seen our pos1 tion a.n_d. probably 

justified cur stand with regard to his proposition, which I know that 

he has :put with the best and the most nob.le of intentions. 

In my opinion, I was quite clear on that poi~1t; nnmely, that 

• unlees the:re is a truce all over Palestine, it is practicalJ.y 

impossible to have a tn,.:::e in the !'11::.:!ici:p::>.1 eree of Pe . .lo£tine. And 

if there were no truce in the ru.m:1i::::ip•?.l a.1ca of Palest::..ne, tu.e presence 

• of one thous:lnd :inte,rne,t,jcmal police coul:i uo w:r:::J little. They will 

be res:pectec.,. as I saicl,. by both si~as, ·bt•t I do not teliev-e that 
. . 

the A:i:•nbE} out of tlleir own wilJ, wiJ.l com.19 and co-operate because, fir~t 

of all, they know tha.t this is the first . step in the execut:i.on of 

:partition. Yoti. cannot convicG anybo:!.y t::1e.t this :i.s not the first step 

of' the partition sche::n.e. As a matter of fact, tb.3 J9wisb Agency is 

claiming that the ~artition scheme is already in effect there, tbat it 

is a reality. Now, just to push that for,~3.rd, you ere e.sld.::g us 

to accept e,,n intarnatic:.1.al for .. ce a'1·-,,... to -c · • 1.-e'" t·, J is to "-""-..... . . •. ,t:, ._, ru:;~ , .... ; -,19..; 

se.y,, we have given the final touches to J.:,hs partition scheme with 

·our own hands. 

We say that this we canr..ot -do. I think we a::.~e j"'..~.:::t.:Lficd if you 

consider this problem from the :principle :p(.·,:.:.nt of view. We cannot do it, 

If we do it, I am sorry to say that we cannot execute it. 

What we can do to please you is that we will not come into friction 

with these ·:people. We will t b . ry our est to do that; end I think we can 

succeed. However, I do not · think it 1s practicable to tell the people 

to accept, that, a.."l.a. if I tell you we can do it, I am not telline you the 
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; ~. • .. • ., • ~J . / . ; 

That is my po'sition. 

:a:uwever, I c.e:ctainly t~enk Mr. Gareau very .much for his sympathy 

with respect to the Jerusalem inhabitants. I also wish tbat tne 
0 

,rruete.eshi:p Council cons:.der the whole of Palestine ~s·a hoJ.;t plB.(~:e --

convents, Holy .Places, churches, and fa-tl~.ers are ::'ound all ovc:y: • ~::.he place. 

Nazareth, Tibe:.."ias, Haifa, and othe:.r :pl,;-,.r.::0s are full :o:f them·~ • :I do not 

see any difference between ruy own kith o,:cl!. kin who ·live in -Jei't:~.salem and 

all of my coun~r~en . in the whole cf :C-.aJ .. e: Erl:.i;.1e. ·Therefore; I do r:.ot nee 

the difference behr0en i:.he peo:ple of J'a:'.':.!. □ ,,2.em. 1:t.J.i t.lJo • other; A:::·.11:1 s or Jews 

of 1-alestine. 

• 
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d t here-f'ore just as a _ token of To me they are all the same, an ~ . ... , 

d f O,,~~ will!ngnes_s t_ o abide by tl1e United Nations 
ap:preciation en _ o ...... 

pro-visions, we _ say, if ;you •insist on that, that we shall try our best 

not to bring ou:i:-sel ve s in co;.-iflict with these people. Bnt you cannot 

forGe us by any means to co-operate. The United Kingdom Gove~nment 

during the last thirty years has tried to rr.ake us co-operate in _ one we,y 

or another in these things, but we .. lJ_avtJ .,_never co-operated. You ooy find 

one person here or one person there who would. like to come to serve and 

to do something of that sort, but this is not the ge~eral trend of our 

national movement. Therefore, I think :t;he· Trusteeohip Cou.'1cil would be 

asking me too much in asking me to accept things that I cannot recommend 

end my people cannot e:;:eci1te. 

PRESIDETu""T: I think that all of the members of the Trusteeship 

Council have been impressed by the sincerity of the eloquent remarks 

of the French repre sentative and also by the sincerity of Mr. Husseini. 

Mr. FL~~CBER-COOKE (United Kingdom): If a5reement is not reached 

on the question of an interna.tlonal volunteer police force for 

Jerueal6m, the position on 15 May, so far ao police arrangements are 

concerned, will be that the11 e will be 300 Jewish municipal :policemen 

end 300 Arab municipal policemen. We do not know yet what -:progress we 

shall have made in the interval. towards extending the truce from the 

Old City to the municipal area, but as regards effective security forces, 

those will be the only ones in existence if no arrangements are made for 

this volu.nte1:,r :police force. 

In those circumstances, might I, with -the President's permission, 
) 

put a question to the representatives of the Arab Hiigh CoIIlI!l.ittee and the 

Jewis h Agency, and the question is that, in the absence of arrangements 



for t!.11s volunteer police . :force, would the two collitli,mitles concerned 

be prepai•ed to give guarantees for the cecurity df the Ol"d 'city and the 

HoJ.y Haces, .and would they take steps to create 'a jo:int' boa~d in the • 

Old City of the two existing community • committeeti to ~,hfch ref'fi~3nce 

-was made yestarday7 As the Trusteeship Council lmows,: there ':is: er(Arab 

co!Ullittee and a Jewish co:mmi ttee carrying on to a limited extent the 

functions prev::.ously carried on by the municipal comitl1tsio~; ~nd. the 

United Kingdom Government would J:ike to ltnow, if this :propo,~ed vo'lunt~~r ' 

force does no'b materialize, WlJether t:he two partie's wdulu. be :prep-~r~ci. 

{1) to give those gu.a:i:-8.htees and (2) to· take e.11 · po.ssibie 'step; to 

arrange for the co-opera.t:1.on of these two committees. 

JAMAL BEY HUSSEINI (hra.b lligh Committee): T do ' not g_uite grasp 

the idea of this question. 

PRESIDENT: I wonder if. Mr. Fletche=c-Cooke would r~i:iea.t the c_{{iesti~n 

end perhaps clarify 1 t a little. 

Mr. FLETCBER-COO::KE (United Kingdom): The posit:!.on is tliat, ':i:f 'no 

arranGement3 are made for an international volunteer p.oli;e' force "by 

15 'tl.ay, the only effective eecurity forces oneratin6 to provide iizy 

degree of security in Je1·usalem thereafter are the -306 Jewish·-~nd 360 Arab 
' •; 

mu..1icipal policemen. Tba.t is the ·f:ca.me~wrk· in which I :wish to put .these 
. ; 

two questions: The first question ic: In those circum.starices • wouid 

the Arab High Committee be prepared to give guarantees for the seciurity 

of_the Old City and the Holy PJ.aces2 The second qucst':ton i~': Would they~ 
' . . .· \ . . • ' :·,: -:. 

assuming that the Jewish Agency takes the same step, he · prepared to 
,·; :~ :: 

arrange for the co-operation of the two e.:::isting 'committees · which have 

been attempting to cerry on municipal functions? . 
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, I:Ij • c m-t+tee) • A□ f_ar as the City JI MA!. Bey RUSSEIIIJI \.Arab • gil om ... u _ _ • 

. . .. 
· • · •• • • ·.. , i c ncerned I _ tbink our -ansv.•er to the w:ithin the wa,11s of Jez·usa.1.em s o . , 

first g_tie ction would be in the affirmative. With regard to the second . 

gue. zt~.on, I •{;b5.nk -this is a matter of detail -that I _shall tave to consult 

my people a.bout,'' but I do not s6e, myoelf, e,11y dj_:fficnlty in accepting that~ 

I know· tte.t 'the resiclen'.t 'e of the Old , City of Jerusalem, e~C0_fltine the 

Ea.ganah '.fo:...4 ces "1hich ha.,;e been brought in, are all old Palestinian Jews 

with whom. we have· aiwa.ys had ·good. social as well as ecrmomic connexions, 

Therefore, ·I do not see bow this woul.,i not wo1·k. Hcwever, tldngs nave 

changed since I left Pa]~estine a fei;-1 manths e.go, and so I m"..lst ask for 

instructions on ttis point. 

Mr. SIIERTC;K (Jewish f.geacy) : Be:.:ore I e-t;teIJJ.pt an answe:c, I should 

like, if I rr..ay, to 21e,ve • one point c:!.arifiad. W!1en Mr. Fletche:---Cooke 

referred to a possible co-ope:;:ation or fusi'Jll of two se;,arate ccn:mitt0eei, 

was that with reference again to the Old City aJ.one or to the who1e 

municipality? 

Mr. FIE'£CEER--COOKE (United Kiugd-:lm) : That, was with :reference to 

the Old City. 

Mr. Sl!ETI'i'OK (Jewish Agency) : 1-/Ir. FJ.e tclle::--Cooke b9.s put tvo 

questio:r..s, ·and he put them with:!n ~ certain f1•aruewor:C, the framework 

being that all that will be left will be the 300 mnnicipc.l pnl:!.cemen on 

the Jewish side and a similar number on the Ar0 b ., d .. , s .... e. I should like to 

say, with all re6pect, the.t the assu.1.a:ption ,:-111 ha:t lly be relevant after 

the withdrawal of Bi•itish authority .. Toda.y, so long c.s the Br::.tish 

authority adm.irtist~r~ Jer11.sa.lem, they reearo. that force of municipal 
, .- . 

:policemen as a distinctive and e:ep_ e,ra+.9 tmi+ , · , 
- ,., Wi1J.c .. 1 alone on the Jewisb 

and Ai·ab sides respectiYely is offi • lly cia authorized to carry and use arms, 
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nut today it is gu.ite unreal to assume tl].at .the Jewish-Jerusalem owes 

itG protection a~d, in fept, suryival to tl1e fact that 300 Jews wel"e given 

cg:1:!.:pcl!!::nt cy the United_ Kinsdo:n. : administration. •. What Jewish Jerusalem 

owes its svrviva.l toda.y is the operation of the Haganah forces~ · . Now, 

upon the withdrawal of Bri~isheu~hority, all these dj_stirictions ,1111 

na.tu;:oaJ.ly disappe,ar, and thG 300 men to whom. rifles were is·sued by the 

British au.thori ties will form part and. parcel ·of thG Jewish ·ar::ned forces. 

The Jews internally mcy decide that it is adrp:inistro:tively more · convenient 

to ha'!e a se:parete unit of the l!l'J .. ni-Jipal poli.ce. They. may: reduce· it to 

100; they rr.ay raise 1 t to 600. They will be completely free to do what 

tb9y l:!.l:e, and the :ir.ain factor of security will _be .. sv.ch Jewish armed 

fo:i.·ces a.s the Jewish comm.unity of Jerusalem possesses or may ·possess 

through th3 influx of reinforcements from- outside .. 

Ccmir.g to the questions with regard to the Old City; I think that 

there I have practically nothing to add to whe.t we have already · said on 

this su':lject. . We concluded a certain chapter of the discussion yesterday, 

and I now await confirn:ation or otherwise from my people in Pelestine. 

I hope it w:i..11 be a confirmation, but I assume it will .'be a confirmation 

in which certt1in terms .y;!.ll be indicated., and :_. 1 t is definitely 

envisaged in the agreenent of yesterday under point 4 that the te1"D1s 

m;.ist be mutually agreed upon. Am I correct in my statement about 

point 4? 

HIBSIDE1'T: Perhaps, before I answer, Mr. Shertok wishes to 

• 
ccmpl~te his statement in reply. 

Hr. ~HERTOK (Je1~+0h Agency)_: W~th regard to the possibility of 

co-operation between the Jewish and the Arab committees, · I personally 

ha.ve very serio~s doubts_ wheth~r that would prove feasible under 

conditions of open warfare throughout the bulk of Jerusalem's area, but 
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I should not undertake to commit myself on the point before I inq1iir~ 

of Je:rusa.1.em and, tlle:::'efore, I must beg for a notice 11i th regard to that 

quection so that I would give a reply when I have hes.rd from my people 

in J:>elostine~ 

l'.f:Eff£.'T):1!lT: Does that answer satisfy Mr. Fletcher-Cooke? 

l>'l.r. ]?LE"~CEER~CCOlill (United Kingdom): The point we were trying to ! 

make was tl:at the truce to which agreement was :r.ea.ched yesterday provides 

merely for a cessation of hostilities, a cessaticn of violenco. It does 

not provide obviously for acttA.al :p: .. otection of property e.nd security to 

persons which is the normal feature of. civiliz9d lif3. v:a wai1t to make 

sure that in the Old City, although there is a truce v~hvrob.7.~vio!m1ce has 

ceased a~d there is no shooting, in addition arra~gements will be Eade 

by the local communities as far as pos si~le to insure thet property and 

life are .prot.'3cted. 

PRESIDErJT: Exactly. And, as I understand the answers, Mr. Husseini 

has said, "Yes." The annwer was, "We will co-ops:..·a.te :'.n setting up the 

operation of the force which you mentioned. 11 I belieYe I a::n correct; am 

I not, Mr. Husseini? 

JAMAL Bey HUSSEINI (Arab High Comnitt0e): Within the walls of 

Jerusalem? 

}RESIDENT: Yes. 

JAMAL Boy EUSSEINI (Arab High Committee) : We will gu:, ran tee, that 

no e.gcress ion or molestation in any way will be conducted on our side 
• 

ago.im1t the Jews within the walls of the City. 

J:P.ESIDENT: I understand from Mr. ·shertok that he at present lacks 

the authority to give a definite answer, but that he vrill communicate 

with Palestine with the ho-ne th t , • ~ a such an arrangement~ce~ be effected. 
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. Mr. SHERTOK (J'~wish.Agency); I said that with regard to the first 

question,: the guari:mtee of refraining :f'~om any attack on the Holy Places, 

or on the Old 01 ty of Jerusale:u. I said that that is covered by the 

terms of our agreement of yesterday, to which terms I 3J:::P,ect now con- . . 

ft;:raation with mo:ce detailed terms cormoctsd with the cease-fire ·or . 

truce erre.nge:nent . 

With regard to the second question as to wh0ther the two community 

collitlittees in the Old Jerusalen woulct be able to co-ope:l'.'A.te or coalesce, 

I can give no answer at all before I he.ye heard from Til..7 :poc-:;_:ile in Jeruaalem. 

PRESIDEr~·r: But I understand that :Vir. Shertok wil.l coIIJr11Jnica te with 

then, and I hope that a fe.YoUTe..ble reply will be sent .back. 

~~- Silli"RTOK {Jewish Agency): I do not subscribe to the separation 

that JamD..l Bey Husseini has been insisting upon all the time betwe~m 

the ,Tews in Old Jaru.salem and the Jews cut side the walJ_s. They are all 

one comm.unity, and, as to the fact that the Jews iD. o:u:. Jerusalem had 

been there for a long time, that is perfectly trt'.e with rege.rd to many 

Jews in Jerusalem and, for that matter, all Jews came to Palestine. Soma 

of the;n have lived there since time immemorial, but z:iany of them came to 

Palestine sixty years ago, forty years ago, thirty years ago, twenty yea:i:s 

ago, ten years ago, five years ago, a.nd yesterday, so that there is no 

such separation. The-:-efore, if there is open warfara outside the walls 

between the Jews and the Ara.bs, thet may make it quite impossible for 

Jews inside the walls to co-operate with the Arabs. That is a. very 

eerious obstacle 9.nc'.I £1hould bo very clearly understood• 
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Does Mr .. Fl..e~cher~•Cooke· want any further cl~ification, 

or dooo he desire to ask any further questions with ' respect to this? 

I etill have not answer0d Mr. Shertok's question, but I should like to 

avoid it u..~til we can finish this matter. 

lii.r. FLETCHER-COOKE (United Kingdom): I think that the subject 

n:.a.-t;te; that we he.v·e been dis~ussi::ig will become clearer whon ve consider 

the specific ter~s of the truce because if, es I understand it now, the 
which · 

specific terms/are likely to be agreed to by bct:i parties cov~r the 
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think it will cover the point. 

Mr, sJIERrOK (Jewish Agency): That is a most l e ementary part of any 

err,msemen t, 

The PRESIDENT: We aro all in agreement on that. With regard· to the 

queotion acked by Mr, Shertok, I th::!.nk the only reply is in the words of 

the truce terms -- at ieaAt, the general truce agreement which I · under-

stood we agreed upon yesterday. If you say now tlit this is -subject to furtrer 

conditions, I must read the language of Paragraph l~, the actual words of 

which ure that the epecific terms of the truce will be elaborated in 

consultation with the two pa1•tioe. I thi:nk it is clear that the reference is 

to an eleboration of the provisions of paragraphs l, 2, and 3, ·and not to 

• 
the imposing of conditions for their acceptance. Now, on the other hand, 

Mr. Shcrtok made it clear _yesterday that· he was not in a position as yet 

to agree but that he would have to conmnmicate with his people in Palestine, 

from whom the final word would come . 

Vu-, SHiIB'i'OK (Jewish Agency): . May I give an example, which to me is 

quite elementary, of what any tr1.~ce conditions would have_ to include'? 

Today, the position is that all exits from or entrances to the Old City are 

guarded a..--id controlled by the Arabs. The pooi tion is that the Jewish 

co:ur.unity inside the walled City is completely cut off from any contact 

With the Jews outside. That comm.unity will not survive one day in a state 

of complete isolation. It must get its food, it must get 1 ts medical 

supplies, it must be able to send its sick to hos:pi tale outside if necessary. 

Its working people, if they 11 ve there and have their work ouhide, must be 

able . to proceed to their place of employment. Otherwise, 1 t is not a truce, 

It is e. etate of ,siege. and a state of complete strangulation. Therefore, 

anytr~ce e.rrangement must include some regulation as to freedom of exit and 
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a matter which will have to be elaborated. 

and accces, and that will be 
. • • b t the most elem.Jht~ry' condition 

I should definitely include that as a _ou 

• • •• • • ·t e arrangement• of any ceose~f'ire or rue 

) I c= not 6 -nea_k_ i_ng -no": a.bout the merits or 
1:a·. 1..lI!u.IDY' (Iraq : = .r: 

•• 1 of tLe Fren_ c_ h delegation. I understand that we 
demorite of the pro:posa 

have strayed away from it a little just now e.nd I will make my position 

• · t it There are, however, two :points which I clear when we come bac.il: o •• 

should like to raise, arising from the sto.tercent made by Y'ir. SJ.ertok just 

now. - w~ keep talking of' the • elementary _ things and we do not do thE:m. Of 

course, all of these .th:l.ngs are ·ele~entary, but _our_ anxiety is to get to 

a position whe_re we can do something about them. I was struck, and indeed 
' 

a little Sl;lJ:'prised, by the statement made by Y'ir. Shertok just now concerning 

the three hundred police on the Jewish side inside Jerusalem .• •• There are 

three h)l!~cred .Arabs and t::iree hundred Jews in a police force inside 

Jerusalem.. I d.o not know . whether my understanding was correct when I took 

Mr. fhert;:>k: to say that this police force would ul ti:mately be :part of 

He.ganah inoide the municipal area of Jerusalem and would be used by 

Ha gar:eh when the time ea.me and. if there were any neceosi ty. If my under­

standing is correct, I must say that this is a little surprising. The idea 

is not to form two armies inside Jerusalem; we might as well proceed 

to form an Arab army and a Jewish army. The idea is to try to preserve the 

Holy City, and along that line -- I am sure 1t is the General Assembly's 

conception and. also the conception of' all of us here __ the id~a. is to 

form a reasonable police force consisting of equal numbers from both sides 

to keeTI order in t'.ne Holy -City. It· t t~ • t 
.t.' is no uat we should allow one par _ 

of that police force to be absorbed by the army )f its own side. I am 

defending the idea · of defending _the Holy City, I am not defending the 

Haganah er the Ara_ b army.. I und t d. er s an . that the Haganah hac already a 

"-.rery large force inside ,the municipal boundaries. Of course • it is no use 
' 
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.asking Mr. Shertok how many the Hag$lhah have there,: but I understand 

it is e. very big force and surely it does not need three hundred police-

men. Would. he he prepared: to. leave out the three hundred Jewish policemen? 

The Arabn would perhe.ps be agreeable to leaving out the three hundred Arab 

policemen and both g:i.•olips would comprise a police force arid not an army. 

The second point is the que2tion of what Mr. Shertok called the 

separation of the Old City from the mu_Tlici:pal City. Of course, strictly 

81eaking a:nc. indeed practically, he has some right on his side. It is 

vory difficult to separate two sections of a city or a community so 

she,rply. There are however exigencies in war which necessitate that . the 

saving of lifo and, at the :present moment_, of the Holy Pla.ces, should. be 

given a certain degree of priority. I thought that we had agreed yesterday 

that if we beg&n by doing something at le~st about the Old City, considering 

it as a.'1 entity, we could :perhaps make a foundation to begL,. with and at 

least safeguard. the Old Cit.y and the Holy Places there. I hope we shall 

not go back on that pos:i tion. We have, as I have already stated, made 

many sa::rifices on our aide. Jerusalem is a highly strategic position 

from the military po:l.nt of view and the Ara·os are in greater number in 

Jerusalem as a whole. The Arabs have really great advantages, but they 

a1'e reacly to forget them in the hope of preserving the Holy City and its 

property and po:pule.tion. Indeed, they wish to co-operate, as part of the 

United Nations, in doing something. We have taken, and subject to certain 

considerations we shall continue to take, a very positive position and we 

hope our action will be reciprocated on the Jewish side. 

The Old City, in my opinion, must be considered as an entity, and let 

me assure Mr. Shcrtok that nobody is meditating any slaughter, or any 

pouncing on the throat of the other side. If that had to happen, there 

vouia be noth:!.ng to stop it, neither on the Arab side nor on their side. 

You Will :probably remember the unfortunate incident of Haifa. We were not 
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r,re:parod and we coula not stop it. . In the City of' Jerusalem there ought 

to be good will, or thet:e ought to b~ a st,ri ving towards good will. We 

are not promis~ng that we shall do the same thing outside Jerusalem, but 

we ore g_ui te sincere in trying to find a basis or a principle according to 

which both sides can try to preserve the Holy City. · 

(Here followed a disoussion on the time nncl clnte of the next meet.!:1g) 

Iv'..r. GT:BIG (United States of' .f.merica): Our discussion this morning 

ha□ brought out a number of difficult points and has also clarified a 

number of points and I feel that we could profitably continue the dis­

cussion this afternoon. 
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i-/e should continue to diecusa all aspects and issues of' this problem. 

It seems to me very clear now that we, in further conoidering the 

details of the French plan, must go on the assumption that a truce of 

Some kl'nd will work out. But th t on a assumption we still have a good 

Iil8llY polnts. I had a few points which I wanted to raise this morning 

but it did not aeem convenient because of the nature of the trend of 

the discussion. I should like to put several addj_tione.1 questions to 

the representative of France in regard to the detai.ls of his plan, also 

on the assumption that there w111 be a truce. 

Of course, if there is not a truce, then we would have to consider 

again many other and quite different questions. 

Therefore, I do not feel that we shall lose time by adjourning . 

until tomorrow. 

The PRESIDENT: It has been proposed that the Trusteeshi:p Council 

meet this afternoon. If there are no objections we shall meet this 

afternoon at 3:00 p.m. 

Mr. IffiALIDY (Iraq): I wish to state that I would rather we did not 

meet this afternoon. There are certain :points which we shall have to 

think over, and there are still the details which are not available to 

the Trusteeship Council. We ar~ awaiting the details of the plan 

proposed by the delegation of France .. Until we receive these details 

I cannot give you my position. I hope I would not be asked to put my 

signature to something about which I do not know and understand. 

If the Fronch delegation is given time to formulate the details, 

and if 1.thor representatives are given time to form their opinions, 

perhaps it would be better to meet tomorrow morning. 
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The PRESIDENT: There is a difference of opinion as to whether we 

should meet this afternoon or tomorrow morning. We shall therefore vote 

on this question. 

A vote was taken by show of hands. The result of the vote~~ 
fo11r~avour of' meeting this afternoon ·~~~ in 1'avo1:!:_?f ~~tQ.:E.d:__n~ 
the meeting until tomorro~~orning. 

The PRESIDENT: The meeting Will therefore be held to~or~ow morning, 

Mr. SHER.TOK (Jewish Agency For Palestine): In that case, may I _ 

reply to the representative of Iraq? 

The PRES]J)ENT: Will you limit yourself to four minutest 

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency For Palestine): Yes. 

The PRESIDENT: I shall mmounce in advance that any rep~ies wn1 

have to wait unti°l our next meeting tomor-..cow morning. 

Mr. SHERTOK (Jewish Agency For Palestine): I have first of all 

two purely factual observations. 

The population of Jerusalem today consists of 95,000 Je~;s and 

65,000 non-Jews, being Muslim Arabs, Christian Arabs and non-Arab 

Christians. That is the position. Jows form roughly sixty percent of 

the City's population._ TM.s applies to the whole of JernsaJ.em, naturally, 

.V.iy second factual observation is, the three hundred municipal policemen 

are not inside tl~e old City; they 'bolcng to the wl1ole City, on the Jewish 

as well as on the Arab side. 
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coming to the substance of the argument of the representative of 

Iraq, I must say that we seem to be d.iscusoinc the problem in two 

separate contexts• It was the Jewish Agency which advocated hero yesterday 

a truce to extend. to the whole of Jeruse.lem. This conception was opposed 

by the representative of. the Arab Hieher Co.mmitt6 e. r have not heard the 

representative of Iraq differ from him. 

If thore is to be a ·truce in the whole of Jerusalem, naturally there 

may be no need at all for any armed force. inside the City of Jerusa.1'3.Ill 

as a whole, either on the Jewish side or on the Arab side. 

I always refer to the problem of access to the City from outside. That 

is always a p1·oblem. But if the Arab HiiJher Conmli ttee maintains i ta 

attitude of. opposin3 any. truce for the whole of Jerusalem, them l must 

envisase a state of var, and then the Jews must make their preparations 

accordin13ly. It is then utterly rid.iculous to surmest that three hu....-1drcd 

men are enough to (!ive protection to the 95,000 Javs of Jerusalem. This 

is utterly fantastic. 

Therefore, let us bo clear about what we are discussins: 
or is not 

if there is/ 

a truce in the whole of Jerusalem. If there i s not, then there will be war; 

and. if there is war the:ce will be d.efence. on the part of the Jews with 

all the necessary forces. 

'.Phe representative of Iraq laid great stress on the preservation and 

immunity of the Holy Places. I have made it repeatedly clear that, as much 

as I appreciate the fact that the Wailing Wall is there, it is not enough. 

We must be in a position to visit 1 t and to wo1~ship· there. It is incon­

ceivable that a state of things should be created as it is today, namely, 

that any Christian in Jerusalem, whethe:i..~ he is inside the Old City or 

outside the Old City, may go to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and worship 
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there; that s:ny Moslem of Jerusalem. ·may proceed to the Mosq_ue of Omar and 

wo:;.•ship the:;.,.;e; but no Jew • can (sain access to the Wailina Wall. To call 

that a truce is a complete distortion o'f: the tenr.. Any truce which 

contaj_ns among its basic terms the preservation of the Holy Places must 

cuaranteo freedom and safety · of access to men of all reli-3ions, to the 

shrines and Holy Places which these- relicions respectively hold sacred. 

That must be quite clear~ 

The PRESIDENT: The meeting is adjourned ancl the T1~usteoship Council 

will meet tomorrow morn:tn3 at 11 o •cloclc. 

The me0tin3 rose. ·, 

• 




