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The PRESIDENT: I declare the thirty-third meetin3 of the 

Ti--usteeship Council open . 

• DISCUSSION OF RESPONSIBILITIES OF TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL CONCERNING 
FUTURE GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE 

. . 

The PRESIDENT: I have just received a letter from the Secretary-

General, dated 1 December 1947, which I should like to read. 

"Sir: 

nr have the honour to draw your attention to the Resolu

tion adopted by the Gsneral Assembly on 29 November 1947 con

ceminB the future ·eoverr.:IUent of Palestine, in which it is 

requested that •the Trusteeship Council be informed of the 

responsibilities envisaged for it in this plan.' 

"In this connection, Ienèl:ôse herein a copy of document 

A/516, in Part III of which are set forth the responsibilities 

under reference. 0 

Accompanying the letter is a copy of document A/516, with which 

you are all familiar, and in Part III of which is set forth these 

responsibilities concernine Je:rusalem. 
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That involvesa tremendously important and critical resp".lnsibility which 

is cast upon the Trusteeship Council. I presume that in order to discharge 

this responsibili ty we should get .to wcrk at once. 

What are the desires of the Trusteeship Council with respect to the 

procedure which we should -follow in tackling this job? .Are there sugcestions 

to bè made as to how we can go to work on this matter? 

Mr .. GJi1UG (United States): It seems te> the delegation of the United 

States that perhaps the normal- procedu.re would be in this case -- as in 

&ther similar cases -- to have a small working party, or working committee, 

of five or six members p~ssibly, who might be appointed by the Presideht, 
• . . 

ih éonsulation with the Assistant Secretary-General. There may be othèr 
' . ç: 

' means of selection. of the five or six m~mbers, but the smell group 

selected might begin.almoat' itrmediateJ.y to _see what groundwork needs to 

bè don~ to giv~ effect to this re_solution and then rep;,rt back to the 

Trusteeship Counc_il. 

I should imagine that there would be a good deal of ~pade work tb be 

d6ne to familiarize themselves with the matter in connection with the 
,,. 

Government of the City -of Jerusale~ and to c~mpile various types of 
• . . . 

documentation that w~uld be necessary and to draft plans in some detail 

for the consideration of the Trusteeship Council. That is n~t a véry 

b:ticinal idea, I admit, but in the absence of any other sugc;estfan; I 

l':lllggest that èonsideration be given to that proceduret 
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Thè PRESIDENT: All the members c.re familier wi th part of these 

responsibilities. :t now read :f'rom page 19 of document A/516: "The ,• 

Trusteeship council shall within five months fro:m:the approval of 

the present plan elaborate and approve a detailed Statute of.the City 

which shall contain inter~ the substance of the f~llQwing provisions, 11 

and so f~rth. In other words, among our other duties in this connection 

is the elaboration of a detailed statute which is to become the :f'ramework 

for the government of Jerusalem for some ten years presumably; so that it 

is an undertaking which requires the moet careful kind of study and oon

sideration. 

I am hoping that our Council can dispose of its other business before 

Christmas, 1 am su.mewhat doubtful whether we can hope that such a 

statute as I have Just mentioned can be carefully and adequately formulated 

before Christmas. I suspect that it involves a working committee such as 

has been suggested getting down to work innnediately with such expert 

assistance as it will need, continuing its W('rk constantly through the 

present session, possibly referring knotty problems on which it'desires 

further elucidation to the Trusteeship Council while it is in session, and 

then :presumably continuing that work after Christmas, if necessary; wi th 

.the idea of submittingthe work for final approval to a special session, 

perhaps; bf the Trusteeship council called during the winter to approve 
.. , _._.- •: ._. _ 

or modify the work. 

That is the generaJ.,rough ~utline which I have in my mind 1s eye. I 

wonder whether that general idea meets with the approval of the Trusteeship 
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<. ;,- . ~. ,• '\ . : :" : • : • . ' ~ . . ? f' -' ~· '; . -~ . . . :. ' 

We have before us now a moti~n that the Pres.id~nt, ~:f~er· tak_:+l}G::~he 

matter Ù.p wi th: thé: Ass_istant • Secretary--Oeneral in chp..rge of "T~us_teeship 

Affaira and wi th h:i.s advicÈ3 and in c~llaboration :Wi th him,. appciri~.-r . 

• • committee of perhaps:five or· six members of. the.Council to for'Il!-•a working 

connni ttee, wi th the ide a that that èormnitte_e gp_t -q_çw:n ;i.1llIIle,dia~ely ,t_<? .hm-d 

work and tha:t. the: c"oînmi ttee be ass-iste·d by s~ch :tecbn:ical; 11,e.lp, as i t 

may require. The ébninli ttee is to be empowered, I t~ke .:i t;, to ma1~e. ~o . 

finai decisions ·'but· t'o • work on i ts ·.·task .and :to refer matters from. time. . • .: .. -.. 

to time to the Trusteeship oouncil, the final decisions, tq be· tlike_n /~y 

this Ccuncil. 

Tiiat is ybur ·mo.tion; :Mr. Gerig? 
\ 

:Mr. GERIG (United States): Yes .-

As there is no further discussion, we shall vote .. 
• ) 1 ~ 

on this motion.. • . . . -- . . 

The motiôn was ôarr:fod by nine votes to one. 

: ... 

,, .. 
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AIIBANGEMENTS FOR A PERIODIC VISITilfü MISSION TO_. TRUST TERRITtRIES IN 
AFRICA (DOCUI.ENT T /72) • 

The PRESIDEriT: Document T/72 is a memorandum prepared by tte· 

Secretariat dealing with the ~onsideration gi~en by the Gener:::'.l Ae.sembly 

to the Resolution of the Trusteeship Council concerning regulr>r budgetary 

provision for visiting nitisions. 

In that connection, I wish to draw your attention to the cortsid.eretion 

given to the matter of visiti~g missions by the Fourth C~mmftÙe· of": the 

Generl Assembly. Your President appe-'"':red· before "the Fo~rth Cornmi ttée • 

and set forth tlre views of the Trusteeship Covncil. I11 .-accordence :w:i.th 

the suggestion of your President, the Che.irman of the Fourth Com~;·ittee 

sent a letter dc.ted 29 Se:ptember 1947 to the Chairman of the Fifth 

Ccrr.mi ttee . which is the Aiministrati ve and B~dgetary Con:mi tt~e of the 

Generel Assembly, which letter is quoted. • in. nocurr.ent ·T/72. • I shall quote 

the concluding p0;ragraph of thet letter for the record. 

"The Fourth Coirlllittee .hns unànùn,ously endorsecl 'the :Resolution of 

the Trusteeship Council and. I h'è've been authorized to not:l.fy the Fifth 

' Ccmmittee to this effect end. call to the r-ittention of the Fifth Con:mittee 

the importance of this matter tQ the operation of the International 

Trusteeship system and. the work of the Trusteeship Council." 

Document T /72, page 2, then goes on· to ex.plc.in the history of the 

matter ~r.d. the consideration given toit by the Fifth Cc~mittee. It 

states that the f! ssistent Secretary-General for P.dministr--ti ve and 

Fine..ncial Serv:ices drew the attention of the Committee to the fact that 

"the Secrete.ry-~neral' s estime.te for the 1948 Visiting • Mission to Africe. 

had been reduced by the .~dvisory Con:mittee from. $60,3'50 to $5'.5,000. 11 

There :follows an explanation by Mr. Aghnides, Chairman of the Advisory 

Committee. The b.st pRragre.ph of page '? states, "The est;imàte of $5:) ,000 

for the 191~8 Visiting .Mission to Africa as recornmended by the Advisory 
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Commi ttee we,s acce:pted unanimously by the Fifth Commi ttee. '' 

The matter then c~me tefore the General Assembly, and es . set 

forth at the bottom: of page 3, "The Genere,l .Assembly a~proved by thirty

seven votes to nc:.o 1rith ten abstentions the Resolution propose<i by 
' '', ,, ' ' ! , ' ' . ' ' ' ,:·: : ,,· , 

the Fifth Corunittee entitled: 'Appropriation Resolution for . the .. Financir l 
' ' 

Year 1948' to be found. in Document _r- /498 on page 11. 11 

"The relevant portion of this Resolution for the 19~$ Visi~ing Miss:ton . 
... . . :. ·• 

· • ' 
to Afric :-> ie PPrt II, Section 6, Investigations and Inquiries, which 

' , ' • , • ' •• ,:. • . . :·1:, ,; ... . . '•- · ' . ' ' ' ··- ~-

provides e total sum of $1,122,472. To recapitulate~ this nm()Ullt 1.s,. • 

made up as foll.o,-~a." • The :part concerning the T~steeehip Coun~.1+. is, 

Visiting Mission to Africa ~ $49,592. The r-mount requesteçl fo~ h.cs:pt_tality • 

-~ms considerably eut frotr\ the original request to $1,000. In. considering 
. ' : - · 

th:ta queetion, the Truateeship Council has before 1 t the . act,ion ta.'len by 

the Gener~l Aesembly. 
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In discussing _this reatter, I think -we .must make u:p our ,minds 

as tq the follo~ing: 

First, the place to -which the vis-itir.~ mission shall go; 

·second, the approxireate time in "Which the visi t shall be made; 

Third, _ the ap:pro.xi:œate size of the mission; and· 

Fourth, the reanne~ of selecting that mis$ion~ 

If it is agreeable to the iœmbere of the Trustee13hip Ccuncil; l • • 

sug8est that we _discuss thé matt~r in that order, first considering •. 
~ ; , 

the place to -whi_ch the Council clesires the mi.ssion to go. 

Sir .Ale.n BUFlIS (Unitod Kingdom): I suegest that the first .visit 

should be :paid to East Africa, to Tanganyika and· the Belgian-Mand.ated· • 

Territcries attached to t~e Congo,. 

The PF.ESIDEI'i'T : I wiBh to ask the represente,.tive of Belgium whether 

it would be agreeable to his Goven.ment to have tl:e mission go to 

Ruanda Urundi this winter? 

Mr. RYCKMANS (BelgillIIl): I do · not know. 

The PRESIDENI': Could you perhaps find out? 

Mr. RYCKMA.1118 (Belgium): If the Trusteeship Council intends to have 

the mission go to Ec1st Africa, i t will be up to the Secretary-General to 

hotify the :Selgian Goverr.n:.ent of that intention and to make arrangements 

with the Belgian Government. I pres~e there will ~e no difficulty. 

The FRESlDE1"T: So far as you know, there would seem to ce no reason, 

from the viewpoint of the Belgian Goverr...ment, why such a mission should 

not be underta.ken, 

Is it agreeable., then., to the members of this ·Couricil that our 

next visit should be paid, if agreeable to the Goyerr.ments of the United 

Kingdol!l and Belgium, to TanganyikE;L and Ruanda Urundi? , Unless I hear 

objections, I take it that that is the desire of the Council. We can 
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await the passage of a forzna.l resolutiôn until we diseuse eome of theaa 

other matters. 

Mr. Lil]-cmEH (China): I should .like to know 11hether it would be 

practical for the mission to caver aleo the trust territory in that 

reg1on under French administration? . 

The PRESIDENT: If you IilBen. the Cameroons, that is on the weet coast 

of Africa. Since the quest.ion hae been raised, however, do 8llY of the 
/ 

1nembers of the Council ha?e any coltimente to offer? 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) (Ipterpretation i'rom French): If I under

stand the situation c_orrectly, the mission -will necessitate a ]?eriod 

of three months. There cert~inly woul.d be tin:e to viait the Tangenyika 

Territory and Ruanda Urundi. Howsv..,r; ltince the Cameroons is on the 

other aide of Africa, :perhaps it would. be better to visi t the Cemeroons 

dur:lng a vieit that woultt take ±n tne other terri tories of Western 

Africa. 



•. 
On the other hand, the Cameroons""°re situatàd on the other aide 

of the Equator, and fr~m the point Of ;iek of the .Season it ~ be 

alightly inconvenient. The beet season ·for a visit to Tanganyik(;l. 

territoriee and Ruanda Urundi is the 11101rtt"l1Jlfavc,urabl$ ~on~ in ~ to 

Viai t \-~~ Cameroons. 
Mr.GARREAU (Fraqce) (Interpretation from French): I would 

like to know whether three mnnths would be sufficient to visit both ' · • 

the mandated territories of Western Africa and also the other parts 

of Africa. There is also the question of seasoI13which' the 

representative of Belgium has mentioned. I could also add a third 

reason; that is, during this eeseion we will have to examine the 

petition pFesented by the pop,:ù.a.tions of both French end British 

Togolands. We must take t1.0t1oo on thèse petitions. I think, 

therefore, that it would be better that the visit that is to \'Ji, ~taken 
. ,' 

next yea.r, should, at the sema time, be devoted to both Togolands, 

.•• French Togoland and British Togoland. In a yea.r the mission will 

be able to Ir.ake known the results. We shàll al.so lmow the results of 

the decisions of the Trusteeship Council on the petitions submitted 

by the E'WE populations of both territories. I think that for this 

yea.r it would be better not to include both tbG C~ane àndt:the 

Togolands as obJecte of this visit. 

If the Trusteeship Council a?lould. hlke1·.Qrtothei-"'&:êëilri~.mt Fr~ice, 

of course, w6uld have no objectior. and the western terri tories oould 

be ~cluded in the 191~8 visit. 

The PRESIDENT: I wonder, Mr. L1u Chieh, if that disposes of the 

~oè1nOllè' in your mind 'l 
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Mr. LIU· CHIEH (China): Yes. 

The PRESIDENT.: I _take i t, then, that i ~ is the de sire of the 
/ 

Trusteeship Coun~-7~ that we think in ternis of a visit to F-0.st Africa, 

including Tanganyika and Ruanda Urundi. On that assumption, the question 
' . . . . ' 

arises as to when is the best time to undertake the visit. Possibly 
. , . · : ... 

Sir Alan Burns or Mr. Ryckmans ~ould ~ve sugcestions as to the most 

favourable time. 

Mr. ,~YCKMANS _(Belgium) (Interpr~tation From French): From the 

:point of view of the best time, I would think that the best Mme .,·,_ 
. . , :•· . ' , . .. 

would be during the dry se~son for _the comfort of the members of the 

,mission; the months of Jùne or July, for instance~ 

The PRESIDENT: I would like to ask, if I rnay, what the conditions 

are during our winter months; during January, February and March? .Are . 

conditions sa bad as to make it inadvisable for visiti~3? 

Mr. RY~S (Belsium): No, but you may came to a bridge that 

has been oarr:lali a~a~ by the floods, for instance. That can happen; 

that does_ not happen when there ' 1D no rain~-.. The r1:1,in is sometirnes 
. , ' 

rather uncomf'ortable in Africa. 

mind. 

. • I • : 

Soma people do not like it; I do not . 

The PRESIDENT: I remember that it was Mr. Ryckmans who said last 
. ' . , -- -. . ,, · . . 

epring, when we were considering this question, that perhaps the visiting 
' ,•' . . , . ..· . . 

mie.sien ousht to go there s6metime during the hee..-vy raina, so -tha.t they 
.• : i •• ·• ~ 1 • '. • • • 

vtlùld ,--.eeo ~he~verse cqmidi-bi,ons. Of course, we are expectins to have 
'. · ·· . • 

a session of the Trusteeship Council in June, and that will have to be 
• ~ . . . . -

borne in mind alao in considering the best tirne to -7l!~er ... th1e,.:.:vis1t • . 

I -wonder if there are other observations with recard to the time. 
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Mr. RYCKMANS (BelgiuDi) (Int~~p-;etation from French): In Ruanda 

Urundi conditions are favourable until, let us say, the last half 9f 

September. One can travel with a certain amount of coIDlo:.;·t during June, 

July, August and perhapa the first half of September. The raina generally 
.. . ... . 

do not begin before the second half of September. After all, I believe 

it ~ould be preferable to go during the dry aeason. 

The :rRESIDENT: Perha_ps Sir Alan Burns ia familiar with .the con

ditions in Tangan_~ik~ dur~ng th~ months of January, February and March, 

as comparedwith out summer months. 

Sir Alan BURNS (United Kingdom) : I am afraid I am not familiar 

with those conditions, but I think that the climatic conditions in Tanganyika 

probably wo~ld follow the same ,lines as those of Ruanda Urundi. Person-

a.J..l.Y, I thi~k it would be a good ldea if the mission could visit East 

Africa before the next session of the Trusteeship Council, before June, 

even if it had to suffer a certain measure of discomfort, which 
' '. 

Mr. Ryckmans and I have suffered for a great many years in these 

countries. 

;.. M.r• FORSYTH (Auatralia}: Asto the best timè to make this visit, 

it has occurred tome that we do not have to take into acèoûnt more than 

the .session in June. I think the President had it in m.ind· to auggest 

. t}:lat there might be a special session, :Possibly in February. That has 

:to be timed. , Then, as regard,s later in the year, after June~ there e.re 

Elome ~mber.? ,of the True tee ship Com1:cil, at any rate~ who would be 

interested •in the work of the _Committee on Non-Self-Governing Territories, 

which will probably meet, I suppose, in the latter part of August~' I 

think those factors of time ahould be borne in m.ind. 
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Incidentally, I do not lmow how time can be considered seI)§;rately 

from peroonn~l,because there will be some membera appointed to thé 

specia-1 co~i ttee on JeruaaJ.em. The questions of timing and. ·per;àÔnnel 

~ould hava to be consid~rad togethèr. 

The PRESIDENT: · Then -the repreeentative of Australia w6uld • suggest thr 

we; l)Ostpone : a :final. decision on this matter until we know whb is going 

on·the mission. 
.. 

" " •·: • Mr. FORSYTH ( Australia) : J: think thà. t would be the bes·t ·course. 

The PRESIDENT: I th:tnk that ia a ·very wise observation: · On the 

othe:i;- band, I think we should hear aµch v_iews as the members may' enter

tain now as to the time for n:aking the visit, without con:mitting our

·eelves as yet or :teaching a final decision. 

'Mr. GARRE.AU (France)( Interpretation from Frepch): I wanted JJnly to 

draw the Preaident's attention to the fact that we shall he.ve a good 

deal of work to do concerning the statua of the City of Jerusa.lem, and 

· therefore I am askinc mysél:f whether the winter months will net be taken 

up for most of us by the consideration of that question and by consid~ 

eration of ·the implementation of the Jerusalem question. Tn.erefore, 

l?erhaps it will be difficult to undertake at the same time a visit to 

.Africa and our responsibility, concerning the City of JerusaJ.em ari.d the 

eending of a m:l..ssion there to function on the spot. 

The PRESIDEJ\JT: I think that probebly, in view of the thoughts·which 

have been expressed, we might leave open the question as to when.this 

. misa ion ,•1-r:Lll l~ave. It wn1· have ·to be fi tted wi th many other pieces, 

such as the Jerusalem quéaticn and others. Therefore, · perhaps we should 

express our thouglit~ · a.s ·to the.desirablè size.èf theniission, · which, of 

course, links wi th 'thê bûdgètary qué•~tion ~ls.c/. 
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·noes any member have an- observation he would like to make now 

0
with regard to the most desirable size of the visiting missi~n? There 

is also the question of the,manner of seleotion. The me.mbers will . 

:1:emember, when we were considering the Se.moan Mission last year., __ we_ 

appointed à srœ.11 ad hoc comnittee to discuss the whole question .o:f. 
-- • i .;:. :. . . -• 

. th~. visitin13 mission, and tl:ien, later, we ap~ointed another c_cn::mittee 

of ten to select the actual persor.nel going on thA mission. I~. ma.y.-:· 

be that if no one here, this aftgrnoon ,has any particular de sires_. wi;th 

1 
respect ·to the size of the mi,ssion, and if w:e should see fit to.app.»int 

a small ccrunittee to ~eterrtine t.he manner of selectioµ of thi~ mission, 

that thosetwo g_uestions m:ight be considered at once. 

Of course, perhaps I ahould ca.11 your att~ntion to the fact that 

the bud5etary report was èe.se_d on six members in the missi_on, . bU,~ , .tl1.at 

need not be necessarily controlling. Sema merr.bers reay fesl th~t the 

1r.i_ssion might advantaceously be smalle.r than one of six llembers. 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium)(Interpretation frcm French): I do not 

. think that wè should appoint a sub-co:runi ttee, 1>ecause the T.:uste~ship 

Council should give instructions to this mission and take actiçn en 

these g_uestions here in the Council. As far as we are c~ncerned, ~ 

think it is preferable that the ffiission should be ccmposed of very 

few members indeed, the least number possible. The conditions of 

travelling in Africa if, of course, the mission 1s going to be.-

rather mobile -- are difficult, and the difficulties are rather larBe 

when the mission is large. We must therefore take into consideration 

what the mission is to accomplish during this visit, 

During the fir_st session of the Trustoeahi:p Council, when we -:,r~re 

examim\:ng the rules of procedure, l said th~t this visit could b~ _very 

useful indeed if certain membërs of the Trusteeship Council w:t.shed ~o 
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learn of the conditions of life and work and existence irithe trusteeship 

territories, and_to \enter into contact ~ith thè rèsponaible members of 

soverr..ment on the spot. But if you contemplate a long viait, and if this 

visit 1s to take the character of a visit of insp~ction of the· entire 

' terri tory, then I think that will cive rise to serious difficulties .for 

the country which has charge of administration of the ~erritory. 

Mr. GARREAU (France)(Interpretation frcm .French): I also think 

tr..a.t the mission should be ccmposed of the least number of members 

possible. The President hi.mseJ,1' ;, hà.s . . b~en the Chairman of a ccll2Illi ttee 

of three, and I do pot think he could ccmplain tbat the number of mèmbera 

was too few. I do not think there would De any use in contemplating -~ 

larger number of members. If we are satisfied with this first experiment, 

I think three members would be sufficient, but_six members seems tao much. 

As the representative of BelgiU11l has just said, thia mission will 

30 to certain places where there really is a lack of corn.fort and whère 

the administering power would have considerable difficulty in offering 

hospitality to a larce mission. I think three membars, with attending 

personnel, woulfl b~ qui te sufficient for tbis pu:r.pose. 
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l am not convinced by the argument that the 
. ,-- · 

vititine mission ehould be as.etnall as possib~e. »o àrgument haa been 

advanced sofar, to convince me that thie ia a desirable augGestion. 

On. the .contrary, I think this would be a very unwise· method to adopt. 

A:fter ~11, it ,is easier to convert three people than to convert five 

peopl~ to whatevel.~ idea one may lil-::e to convert them to. 

I think it would be very bad to establish a precedent in the Trust

eeship Counc.il of. sendipg important visiting missions in as small a 

number as possible • . On the contrary, we should send larger missions 

~omposed of .five, siX or even ' four members~ Why sho~ld there be especially 

three.members? I am not convinced that it is easier to o.rrance for the 

.transportation of three membors than it is to arrange for the .transportation 

of five mflffloors. If throe members can go from New Yor~ to A:trica, five 

members co"..!ld alno go. Visi ting missions shou~d really be o. li ttle larcer •· 

not too lo.rce -- but not too srnall either. 

Sir Carl BERFJ'r.JSE~r (Nev;· Zeala.ml): I have been tryinG very ha.rd to 

avoid infl:l-ctinc rry '"Oioe on n:iy colleE.l{;uec for one whc .·.~ clay, an achieve

ment which I hff11i:' ·c.,yrr::-:' m:c~oe1lea. in atte,:ü:i:.1r.;, but ao in moet earnest 

My view of t'.t,) ·.,,.: •:-,-:~l:'r. ü3 t::at the mo:..~e 11".~mbers o:f this Council -- and 

I stress that ph:",:--ase 11 the ,Je1.!lbers of this Cm'-Ilcil", the representatives 

at thia table -- uctually see the areas for which they hold such a la.rce 

degree of responsibility, the more probable it is that our ,-tork will be 

sound. My v:i.ew is, most definitely, that we will not be'wasting money. 
• . ~ 

We will, in the lonc 1--un, qui te unquestionahly be aaving money if the 

people oround this table actually see the territories with which they are 

dealinc. 
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from tha.t p0int cf View, I would suggest that the Visi ting miesi~m, 

wherever and wheneirer i t goes, shculd be c(impcsed of as mnny members of 

this Council as the Fifth Ccmmittee and the GeneraJ. Assombly have provided 

funà.s for. 

I:f I may go .; ust a li ttle fur~her, I th:!.nk that there e.re very cree.t 

a.dvantages in ccn:fining rnernberohip of thO<Je missions to the representatives 

a.round this table,. I can speak qui te freelj-, be cause though the:re is nothi~1e 

mare ploe.surable in life than contemplating a futur~ voyage arour.d the vcrld, 

I am nota candidate for -L~is particula.r trip or, indeed, for arlS other. 

I can speak the more freely age,in, because my smo.11 country has just been 

honoured by a visit from a mission, which included a very distinc;uiôhed 

n~n-me.mber cf this Council, whose ccntri.bution tr, 1 ts most succeosful 

work was bey(>nd ail praise. 

But :we must bear this in mind: if there is ony advantage in 

seeing the terri tories wi t..::! v~hich we are dealing, we should retain that 
!D~d 

advantage. /I suggest théLi:; there is an ung_uestionable advantage ·.in seeing 

the terri tories wi ·0h wh:.i.ch wa è:W'.'3 dealing, even for a short period of a. 

few weeks; y~,u see the pe')p.1e 1 :r·u see thcse who are responsibile, you 

eee the pr,:.i'blems, Y'JU wê.l}r :in th0 ra,·kn: :i.f :rot:. Jike~ 

Even the very 8UGC8B::-:fuJ. i.1(ù1,1r,,icn of /::ienat;'.J"'-' Cruz-Coke in the mission 

to Western Sareoù 1~·:-;t a p ,rti.:r. of it.B val.L'e teoe.use we do not now have 

the bene fit ç,f Se ria -tJ;r C:r·uz. -Coke' o d:cmtri ~Yü. t:i en a t thi s table. Therefore, 

what he has learned is lost ta us. 

My jude,~ent is that is reaJ. economy and a true attempt to master tbe 

taek that is bef'ore us, if as many as possible of the members of the 

Tru~teeship Council proceed on as lllany as possible·· of these missions, 

and I propose to vete acoc:rdinc;ly, 
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The PffiSIDENT~ I would like to call the attention of the members 

of the council in this connection to rule 96 of our rules of procefütre, 

which re.?.ê.s: 

"The Trusteesh{p ·council shall select the me:mbers of each visiting 

mission who shall preferubly bo one or more of the rep!'esentatives on the 

Council. 11 
• 

I think we all echo Sir Carl Beren<lsen 1s thoughts &nd. dcsi~es in 

this. re;;ard. 

Mr. G:ERIG (United 8tat0s): r· would like to S',.lppo~t ent.irely whe..t 

has . just been said by our Vlc;e-P:1'.'t:isid..e,nt &11.,1., l::>ef0~·e ',dtn., r,y the re:;;re-

sent~tive of Iraq, 

• I think the size· of the mission may de:9And so:newha.t upon the terms 

of reference which are ,gi veri to i t, and under rulè 95 we would have to 

define the terms of reference of each visiting mission. In the previous 

rule, rule 94, there is a sli@lt reference to the purpose of a visit. This 

rule says that a visit is to be made with a view to achievins the basic 

·objectives of the International 'l'rusteeship System. While that is very 

general language, in referring to the basic objectives of the Trusteeship 

System, we would find, I think, that it is SUIJ1med up in the phrase "the 

political, economic, social and educational advancement of the inhabitants.11 

That is really the ma.in objective, and we would have to keep in mind how 

best to make our visit contribute to that objective. 

When it is a questi:Jp of visiting a fairly large territory and lcoking 

into the political, economic, social anieducational•institutions, it may be 

found advontageous to break·up a party into two Aroups. Having in mind, as 

has been said here before, that we have a rather crowded calendQr of work 

ahead o:fus in the first six months of next yea:.c, perhaps the size of the 

-mission might be ;i_argor rc.thcr than smaller, in order to achieve this 
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objective -- say by six people in six weeks rather than by three people 

in three months; That might be· taken into account, because we mi,;ht not 

actually have three months, if the very irise advice of the Vice-President

is taken that the mission is largely composed of meni.bers of the Council, 

who will·be octherwise enga(:,ed for a good portion of the time. Tllerefore, 

taking thrk reasoning into account, it seèms tome that five would be a 

preferable number to three, but that is merely·a tentative suc;gestion. 

Tue PR:SSIDENT: The Vice-Chairman sugc;estèd six. 

Mr. GERIG (I!nited States}: I would say five· or six would be preferable 

to three in eny.event. • 

,Mr. LIU CHIEH (China): AB you know, I do not :remember any occasiè:m 
' . 

when I did not agree to a very large extent with the wisdom of our Vice-

Pref:!iclent.. In this cas-e, I think while it is preferable to have some 

members of the council gaine on such missions, as you, Mr~ Presi.dent, 

also pointed out in referrinc; to one of the rules .of procea.ure, I would 

like to observe that nothine; in·that rule should :preclude ccnsideration 

of the adviscbility as members of visiting missions experts or g_ualified 

pers1,1ns outsid~ _this Council. I feel the.t whlle it is useful for some • 

of us in the Council to visit personally these trust territories, at the 

same time, bearing the· objectives of the t::rusteeship system in mind; I feel 

it-is yery neoessEJ,ry to have experts or qualified·persons in certain fields 

to ùnde:i;take such missions. For instance, we say we want to attach great 

importa..11.ce to tl1e econornic and educational advancement of these people, and 

I would rather .have persans whom we lmow are c·ompetcnt in those fields to 

report back_ ta this Council. 
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While I think i t is useful for the members of the Council to have • 
some personal experience in trust territories, it is also hel:pful to the 

a 
Council in that it should examine those repo1-ts with as detached/viewpoint 

as possible. We are very fortunate in having in this Council, particulariy 

in the representatives of the administering authorities, persona who 

have had very considerable experience in those areas, and this Council 

, itself should not feel that it does not hàve the benefit of such valued 

opinions from such representatives, Therefore, I shou.ld like to :niake : 

theae observations at this stage so that the Council would not over-emphasize 

the purport of that rule in the selection of personnel for the mission; 

The PRESIDENT: DiQ I correctly understand the repre-

sentative of New Zealand as puttihg a motion to'the affect that five or 

preferab]y six members should mak:e up this mission which we hope will 

go, during the coming months, to visit Tanga,riyika and Ruanda Urundi at 

such time as can best be fitted in with the. other dutiea and responsibilities 

of this Council? 

Sir Carl BERENDSEN (New Zealand): I did not make a motion, but I 

am perfectly willing to make one if that ia the desire of the President. 
,· 

May I say how fully. I agree with what my Chinese collea€,ue has said. 

I agree with h:im entirely that this rule does not preclude non-members, and, 

indeed in many cases, we may find it necessary to have them. However, I 

might make this suggestion. I think most people will agree with me that 

perha:ps as many of the represent·ati ves as possible· should go on as many of 

these trips as possible. Where we cannot obtain the full number from the 

members of the Council, by all means let ua take strangers; but if we can 

obtain the full number, I suggest we ~ossiply could meet Mr. Liu-Chieh's 

point by putting theae experts on the staff. All I want to see ia that 
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as many as possible around thia table actually aee these places •. There 
is 

is a difference in . seeing the.m rather tiv:in reA.cUne a'bout th::-m. If it/ùesirecl 

that I move accordingly, I shall be very happy to he.vo my name attached 

to su_ch a motion. 

Mr. KRALIDY (Iraq): vfuile the Council more or less agrees on the 

aize of the mission, I think it will eventually be found more practicable, 

before deciding this question, to aound out the members of the Council as 

to who is going to be able to go, and ~,ho is prepared to go. Then, the 

deciaion as to the numbor will be an easier matter. 

The PRESID:EN'l' ; I . '.think i t will take a procedure other than ai tting 

here in a formal Council meeting~ There are certain conaidei·ations which 

·wiil have to be discuesed; private plane ·will come into the picture. 

I wae thinking that it might be advisable to a:J:)point a sma.11 co:mm.i"ttee 

to gather up these various ideas, and diecover which Council members will 

be able personally to bn• Then, this group might report back to the 

Council with their findings, 

.Perhaps it woul.d be advisable to do that before takfng up ouch a 

• motion as has just been proposed. The representative of New Zealand. is 

agreeable to my suggestion. 

Would the repreaentati ve of Ira4 propose su.ch action; that is, to 
. • ; 

the affect that the President appoint a small committee to discuss this 

matter with the varioua znernbera of the Council,. in which many personal 

coneiderat"ions will be invol ved~ anô. , then . to bring before the Council 

the names of those members of the Council who can ~d whowoltld btr propnred 

to goî Then, in a further discussion, the Council can take up the 

question of the exact date and the exact membership. Woul.d that be a 

suggestion which the re~resentative of Ira4 would make, or doea he have 

a better one? 
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I w01.üd not insist upon the particu~ar methcd 

to be adopted in this case, but in princi~le I am always opposed to the 

ni:ultiplication of bodies and colllD.issions and committees. I say that 

because I have lel'rned from my humble experience -- I . do not wish to 

.di vulge ~Y a13e, but I think ·I am younger than _enyone arour.d th:is table, 

and my experience is not -very abt:ndant -- neverthel.ess, 1-~he tever experience 

I h~ve hP..d in this respect has teught me that the n?re you have of large 

or smell bodies, the smaller ~-:ill be t _he resul t that you obtain. The1'eforE 

I think that this is- a matter vhich could easily be h1andled bet~ .·een the 

President and the Secreta.rJ of the Council. He could entrust this matter 

to the President, and he, of course, .could. get Mr. Bunche and his staff 

to aosist b,im. They .could ·sovnd ol\t the members of the Council, and I 

believe the matter could be Sb1.cothly h,.i.ndled in suc.h fa,shion. 

T!'le PRESIDENT: It is suggested then the.t the President, wi th 

Mr. Bunche's assistence, sound out the members of the Council in order 

to determine who would be avc.ilnble for this coming tr:I,p to East A.frice., 

and then report back our findings to the Council for discussion at a 

later time. 

Mr. RYCIW'J1.NS (Belgium): It would. bE! my suggestion that the time 

element should be -:t;aken into consid.eration because for severa.l members 

it rill all depend. · on the particul8r time. Some may be free to go in 

January · and not in June while others me.y be free in June and net :!.n 

Jcnuary. 
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The PRESIDENI': .I take it then that,mless any representative has 

objections, this is the desire of the Council; and it is so ordered. 

Mr. FORSYTH (Austral:!a): I h:we no objection to the :pro:posal out

lined by the President, but I should Hke to make an observation on the 

subject before we pass from that point ort the agencle, , 

I think the representative of Iraq brought up an import~nt point 

when he raised, the question ,,hether people would actually be e,veilable, 

and that was in my minci while I was listening to the remrrkA of 

Sjf Carl Berendsen. I think • there 1s indeed very great force in what 

the latter said about members of the Council getting firat-hnnd experience 

in the terri to:çies. That w'3.s the pi1rpose for which vis i ts ,rere providedfor 

in the Charter. But I <io not go all the w,y with him in thinld.ng that 

it is necessary to have 1:ts ms.ny e.s half the members of the Trusteeship 

Council go on each visit. The.t would mean, rou.ghly speeking, that each 

member would be obliged to paya visit to a trust territory once every • 

two yee..rs. It seems to me the,t there is no need ta proceed qui te so 

quickly as the.t. The objective of getting first-hand kno~.rledge of the 

trust terri tories is a<imirable nnd correct, but :l,f there were four members 

on ec-ch mission, the ~v.me results could be achieved in very little more 

time, end, we have a long time e.head of us. 

Furthermore, with regard, to the question whetlcr a smaller mission 

,.•ould be less representative of the Council, I do not think there is 

very great force ir1 that. The members vho attend the sessions of the 

Council and listen ta the discussions here are in a position to represent 

the point of view of the Council end to report back to theCouncil with 

knowledge of the questions in ~:hich the Council is interested. ~!hether 

there were four members or six mempers,I <io not think there would be much 

difference in that respect, If the number were, for e:xample, four, I 
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beliêve thet ·; in a · not v-e~y mi~ch , lon~er time, all members of the Council 

would ha.Ve . e. first-hand impression of condi tfons in the terri tories 

i·' :!.th which i·,e are conce1'nèd. 
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On~ other. copaideration.which was raised at the beginning of. 
•. , •• , ... : •' . ·.:. . ·.· . . .• • . 

this disoussiqri,. but not picked up very mue? after that, was the 
1 • • • 

question of conv~_nience. for the administe~ing. authorities who wil-l

be the, hoats of :t;hese missions and. -who -will go to a great de_al of 

trouble to help them, to give them travel fac-ilities, et cetera. . • . 

ln the terri tories . -with which I , am ~:i:-ectly concernEld th~re 

would be gree.t_practical_difficultiee indeedin provid:tng facilities 

for a very large mieeion:, I should say, ·at a:ny tiree in tl'le next two 

or three years.. Both of th~ territorie,a, .as ltBmbers. of_ this Council 

well know, were overrun by the enemy and are still in the process 

of reconstruction. 

I think son:.e of the members of this Council may remember tbat 

Mr. Ridge·way,. the .f.,dminiatrator of Naru, said that he -would do his 

best for the mission, ru.tif there were mar;y members on it, they 

·would probably have to sleep in the o:pen, because there _ is only one 

house on the ialand where there is a fitting accon:môdation, and 

there is only one room,in that house that ia available for visitors, 

So there are these d.ifficulties, and of .co~se_in New Gµ.inea, as well, 

the whole prob;i.,em ia an extraol;'d:tnarily. difficu.lt one at any time, 
. with regard ta 

not lt.Oi'ely with regard to housing, but aJ.so/tr.ansIJortation .and a.11 the 

other pract1cal ar~e.ngements that have to be made. 

Therefore, I ahould. feel, f.rom our stand.point at a.ny rate, that 

it would be regrettable if we ~et a precedent now for ve~ iarge 

visiting missions. While I entirely agree with the general idea con

tained in Sir Carl Berendsen's rem.arke, I think that it would do no 

harm to take a ~ome~nat moderate view at this st~ge of the size of 

the'misaions. 
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'As regards the date, I • take • i t that the S~b--C.omni ttee 

·will keep in mind the paragra:ph of the Charter in -which missions 
visita of the 

are dealt with and will remember that the/missions are to be . . . \ 

made at tin:es to be agreed upon •w:i.. th the administering authori ties. 

There are very good practical _reasons for that policy. 

The PBESIDETu"'T: .so_.rar as that last remark is concerned, 

I need not say that. there should be no do:ubt whatsoever. : The 

Secretaria,t ,will comr.unicatè ·with the administering authorities 
• . ... ' ' 

in .s:ui'ficiimt tiree to :i;tiaJ,œ all JlOSsible arrangements. 

Unless a a:-epresentative wishes to say soxœtl:ling further wi th • 

regard. to this matter of visi ting missions, ,1e shall agree on the 

proced~e . whiqh,haa ~een sugges~ed, and the President and Mr. Bunche 

-will canvass the situation and report back to the Council later. 

·when we know hov1 .:inany ~mbers might be available, it wili certainly 

throw co:r,.siderable light on this q_uestion as to the size of the mission. 

Mr. G.fŒREAU (France) (Interpretation from French) : I should 

like to .suggest t9 the Trus~eeship Council that we sh~uld •. 

representatives on this 

Council shculd take part in each mission. I think it would be very 

iiseful .;tf in each missio:'1 or Tieit to such ma:nd.ated terri tories 

every rue~ber could follow the work of the mission and take pârt • 

to be ablE, himsel:f; to report back to the Counci~, together wi th hia 

colleagu~s1 on the work that has been accomplished by the mission. 

I think we should adopt_this principle. 
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FESOLUTION CF TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 1 NOVEMBER 1947 REGABDING 
'IHE Q.UESTION OF SOUTH WEST . AF'Ri:CA (Do·cum.eri.ts · T/5~- $.llê:l~ T lj5) 

The PRESIDE~'T: . As tr..ere are no fu.rther obs.ervations, -we shall 

~ass on to item 4 of the agenda, concerning the 4uestion of how _ to 

band.le the re:port -which haa been submi tted on South West Africa . --

not to cànsider the substance of that re:port this afte:rnoon, but 

rather. to cànsider the question of how -we .can best handle that report. 
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The Council has before it documents T/52 and T/55. The Council will 

remember ·the circumstances, that this was a Report sent by the Union of 

South Africa covering South West Africa. Scùth West· Africa is not a 

trust, ·l:erritôl'yj· -~:ô ·trot tmé~.Lir ' tl',.e Gh~tli-', . . tho '.D,•nflteotihip Councîl•· ~ ~ 

would have no authority to examinethis Report, apart from a special 

Resolution ·pa.ssed by the General Assembly, civing it such authority. 

The Cou'l.cil. will re:::uember that the General Assembly, in discuss:1.ng 

this matter of South i{est .Af'rica, did authorize the Trusteeship Councii 

to examine the Report on South West Africa recently submitted by the 

Government of the Union of South Africa, and requested the Council -- and 

granto~ lt authority to do so -- te submit its observations thereon 

to the General Assembly. The question arises, therefore, as to how 

we propose to handle this Report. It is an anomalous situation in ëo:f'ar 

as it concerne an examination of a report not from a trust., -tett_itbr,y;;. 

Avery practical question arises, for instance, as to whether the Union 

of South Africa should be invited to have a representative present when 

this Report is examined. Should such a rep~esentative be invited to 
r 

att~nd, or should the Government be requested to have a representative 

here, if it so desires? Various questions arise ·as to how thie Report shall 

be bandled, and I thinlc it is .fitting for the Trusteeship Council to decide 
. ' 

on that matter this afternoon so that it can give due notice of its 

conclusions to the Union of South Africaendto such others as might be 

concerned. 

- I :Sho~üa i like to know wha t are the :thoughtt;tt ând,-.t't:e.itu:1,rcœ--cl' ~ :Couno iJ. 

Mr~ LID CHIER (China): I would propose that in accordance with 
/ · 

the Reaolution of the General Aseembly, this Council should undertake to 

examine the Repert 1n tho .. !3,i;une l!llnlwr as it -woulél of&t!\oo ll. report from a· 
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trust territory. For that purpose, I am 1ncl1ned to think that 1t 

would b~ quite proper. ·for ·this Counc11 to extend.· an· invi~tion to the 

Union of South Af~ica, -if the· Gov.ernmen"t of° the Uniort of S~~th. A:frica 

so chooses, to help th~ Council by sending a representative here . 
. _, 

The __ ~SJl)ENT: ·Are you preeentinéf that etiggestion iri the form of a 

• motion? 

Mr. LIU CHIER (Ch:1,na): I thought that you were e1mply .1nviting 

eugges tions !' . • 

The PRESIDENT: .Then it ie not a motion? • 

Mr. LIU CllIEH (China): I thought that at this stage I would 

present it as a suggestion, but at a later stage, if you want it put 

that ~ayJ I w1ll :rormally move it. 

The PRESIDENT: Are there any other suggestions? Do we all agreè 
. - .. . . 

with _that suggestion which haa just been presented? 

·_ Mr. IŒAl,IDY (Iraq): I would certa.1nly agree with that suggestion. 

For a moment, I was thinking of the advisability of appointing à 

committee -- a committee of four, for exemple, - I am not going to make a 

motion, nor even a suggestion naw, to that affect. • But, of course·, ·this 

matter se~lllB to be a little difficult now •. However, the consideration 

of the Report by the _Counc11 in general would probably be the best 

solution. But there ie one point that I would like to advance for the · 

• consideration of the. Council, The position of South West Afriéa 1s not 

• quite a smooth one,_.. We have learned a great deal about that duri~g thè 

·1aet two years anq. . E1ince the second part of the first èesè:ton of· the 
.... 

General Aasembly ~~st year, 
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The Government of the Union of South Africa oertainly shouldiibâve a 

say and be repreeented at th1a table when the time comes to consider the 

Report. 
'. . 

There seem·, to be other aides to the question .ho\7ev.e?:" ., .Tµere cre wliat I 

would call "tartiea", or 1Tactions", or 11 tribes 11 there which seem to com .. 

p1ic~te t~e situation. I em aware of the :fact that in New York,at the . • 

:present time,there is at least one representative of ope of those :parties 

who -iê. not qui te in accord wi th the views of the Government of .the 

Union of South Africa. 

In.view of the fact that such a situation cannot be considered as 

unilater~, because ";it · ccver~ more .. than one viewpoint, I bel.ieve 

we cught to consider the :possibility of asking op:posing IJarties to be 
! :· • 

re:presented, especially in view of the faet th~t South West .A:frica ia . •• · . , 

• not a :t.rust terri tory and, tl?,erefore, wo are not bound compl.etely by the 

stipulati~ns of our rules of p~ocedurB. 

The Giat of the matter is that the situation in South West Africa ia 

not very smooth, nor ce.nit .be considered to be unilaterel. Yeu are 

17robably aware 9f the fact that certain representa.tives of opposing parties 

'trièd te gain admission_ to the United Sü·.tes last fall to re:present. 

those parties. when the question wus being consio._ercd in the Four.th 
• . • • • 1 , . ' • 

ColLill.ittee o;f :the .C-enerel Assembly. Unfortuuately, there waa quite a atonh 
. , · ' . • ·. . . . . . . . 

r _amede.oçut ~ranting them a visa to came :to the United Stntes. Scme of 
• • , ,1 · · - · · 

the rep;re~enta.tives were considered to be very undesirable :persans . .Among • . .. . . . . 

then was a clergymen, one of the very good people on earth indeed . . That 

representative was i'inally adopted -- • àS'.'.' you adopt n child -- by a certa:fn 

delecation,, and only by that method could he obtain an American visa, to 

came to New York. My belief is that he is still in New York at tlie present 

time. 
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IJ:'.he .point of this- mat.ter does notrevolve arourid ·the· _;person of ,.~~is 

re:presentative,.b'ut the point is• thit-. ·the' ·S:htuatü:>n is ,not''~mootll. The -mette 

is not -µnilateral- a.e: it has· opposing parties. r believe we ehot\ld do 

well to hear both s1des ·or the g_uestiort, whièh would • help us in the 

pro:per. COI?,Sideration: of thd.s' situation.· • 

' 
Mr. FORSYTB; (Australia): ·:· I àgree with the représentative of Iraq_ to 

the • extent _thctt this · is not. a ·smooth quèst:i.on·~ This is not a very easy 

question. On the contrary, it is indeed a very dif'ficuJ.t, very awlcward • 

and very serious question. 

It.has been tbrown out ae a süggeât:ton 'that thé Truéteeshi:p Council 

might deal with the Report on South West Africa !or 1946, as îf _South 

West Afric_a .were à trust terri tory. I, at ~ny,rate, feel unablo to a-5-:r.oe 
.. 

with that sugge13tion. It· is clear that South West A:frica is nota ·i:t-ust 

't"arritory; there has been no trusteeship agreeient proposed, €:nd the very 

terms of the General Assembly Resolution make it perfectly evident that 

this territory is net.as yet a trust territory. 

As regards the possibility of a reprosentative or observer att•nding 

our meetings on behalf of.-, the Government of' the· Union of S~Ùth Africa, • 

, I am sure that every m.ember'-of the Trusteeship CoÙncil WO\lld weicome a 

representative- of the Goverrunent of the Union of South Africa, i.f. i·t_. 

cared to send a representative to this Council.· 
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However I think we ought to consider very carefully whether we 

should èxtend a fo'r-Ilial invitation to tµe Q-overr.ment of the Union of 

South Africa to ao that. It ll'.a.Y be that that_ Goven.ment micht not 

be dis:posed to do • 1 t, and :i. t w~uld put the Goverr.ment of the Union 

of South Africain the difficult position of having to decline the.t 
1 • 

invitation. I think that dlfficulty couJ.d .be avoided, The willingness 

of · the Council to have_ a re:p:.i.•eaonta.tive ll~re if the Goverr..rn.ent of the 

Union of South Afr-ica wished. to sr.md . cne could be made clèar enough 

in an inform.al way ·~- possibly by_transmittin3 a record of the meeting 

showine the sense of the Cour.cil's feelinG to the' 
\ 

• represèntatives of the Union of South Africa in Ne., Yor~ -- or in ,scme 

such less :f'o~alway, so that the Gover:r.ment of the Union of South 
would 

Africa/nst:l:iè: obliged to returo a nesative answer if it felt that it. 

could not or did not wish .to have a representative present. I think 

tte 'effect could be cained by a means that would not~call upon the 

Uni.on of South Africa to say"yes"or'' no.'' 

As ra.garde asking other•.parties, again I feel that is a suegea

• tion which might · lead us into embarrassing situations, For example, .. ,. 

consider wr.at our position would be if such invitations were sent and 

Ône· or the other party did nqt wish to have an observer here. We 
in . 

wculd be in a worse ·position than we would ba/if we had observera from 

neiLther side, I should think, . 

I suggest t~at in this ratber serious matter, if we were to confine 

ourselves to the exact terme of the General Assembly's reference of the 

question to the Trusteeship Council, we would be fulfilling what .is 

expected of us, and we would be avoiding difficulties, scme 

'\ 
foreseenble • à.nd;. •1 others: unforeseeable, whic~ might be equally serious. 
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Incidentally, the bas1s for doing what the General Assembly•s 

, reccrunendation asks us ta do aeems tome to be aufficiently slight 

for us to tread very carefully indeed. There was a large majority 

in favour ·or the General Assembly 's Resolution but if one looks - , 
into the passages .iof -the Charter that apply to trvsteeship. matters, 

i t ia s'omewhat difficult to find a,n. Article which could be a clear 

basis for consideration by the Trusteeship Council of a report which 

is not a report • upon a tru·st territory. 

I do not wish to r aise for di'scussion here the que-sti-on -of whether 
1 

we should or should not do what the General Assembly has asked us ta do . 
. 

But I do point to that fact ·at least it seems a fact tome -- as 

an indication that the more carefillly we treat this matter the better - ; 

we are likAly to ccme out of it in the en~. 

1/ir. LN-CHIER (China): I am always vary brief in my remarks, and 

scmetimes I do not rr.ake myself clèar·. 

As a matter of fact, when r·l!lade 
1
that suggestion I had very rapidly 

but very . ca.refully considered· this• matter, and I · :had already ccrn;l'idered 

those factors to which the represc:1tative of Australi~ drew 01,ll' attention • 

.. . • ,.·· : , \ : 

.. 
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When I said, ''We mey examine the Report as if South West Atrica 

were a trust terri tory," ·1 cè~tainly ·did -n~t mean thai South West Af'rica 

is a trust territcry. l meant that we 'sliould examine the Report in the 

aame mar..ner as we would examine· the l' eport of' a trust tetti tory~ In· 'thi s 

way we would remove a.ll. con~idera:ùon ·of wliether it is nece~sary to invite 

other parties to participate in ~he dis~ussiôn, and similar problems. 1 · 
J 

/ . . 
_have not fc--rgotten for a ml'Jlllent that South West •Africa is nota trùst-

territory. 

I wish briefly to diseuse· the basis for the examination by this Council 
' . 

cf' such a report. In the first place, South West Africa is a mandàted 

territory. If the mandate system -had not ceased to function that Report: 

would have been examined by the Permanent Mandates Commission ~f -the League 
. ' ' 

of Nations. I think that by design and by general acceptance the functions 

a.nd responsibili ties 0f the !,!~dates · Co~issidn have fallèn ·ttpon • th'e 

should.era cf the Trusteeship Council. 'Ihe Government of the Union-of S9uth 

A--f'rica has asserted that it will continué to administer that territory 

in accordànce with the mandate. Therefi,re, I believe it must·h~ve· beén 
. . 

in the minds of' the ~embers of the General Assembly that the proper ·orgen 

of the United Nations to examine the Report is the Trusteeship Councll. 

Secondly, I believe that for two years in succession the majority of 

the members of the United ~ations have considered that this territory_should 

have become a trust territory, 'Iherefore, because of that spirit, I feel 

that we shou_ld try to examine the Report as if South· West .Africa were a 

trust territory, That fs ail I wish to say concerning the substance of 

the matter. 
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As far as p· roceauxe is Cf'!ICernedi ·l . -b __ e_ l;~·_ve --.-.~t .. "'s · t 
7 • , _,_ • , -;- •. :1- • qui e prQper for 

., . . .. ,:· •. ·: 

the 'l':r,.rnte~shîp CoÙ:ncil to ·extend an: invitation to the Union of Soutl} 

Africa~. be cause· ,,e are exaniining a report by .that: _Government as the ~dlnin

istering àuthori ty ·01' South West AL-'-'rica.. Tt; voul?- be very stran3e indeed .. 

if we did not offer the same consider1;1;tion . to that .Government as we woulè. . ·- • '. .: . ' .. 

to ar:îother ad.mini strati ve autht>ri ty-. .Theref<;re, T ,believe that _.an informal 

invi t~ti6n would n6t méasùre ·up ta •the consi.deration wl:}ich we owe to the 

Goverr:ment c:if the Union of South Africa; , . 

. ' . 
Whether the 'Goverrraén t · of · the ,Union of· South Afr;i.ca. will, feel able tr: . 

send a representative is not ·a ·matter for llle _or .. the Trusteeship Council to 
.. . 

~e-judè~. •• Ï shall therefore not discuss that. aspect . 
. - ~ . ' 

I shall not ê.is·ct{ss other rnatters .of procedure at this time,. because 

I believe this is· 'not the prQper stage for such "discussion • . 
. . 
The PRESIDENT: ' perhaps the sUcgeations of the representatives of 

' . 
Australia and China could be taken care of'if the Secr0tariat were _to inform 

the Government o:f thé Union of South Africa. that.,,a disçussion of t~üs Report 

on South West Africa 1il.a ... :-to ·be·held by the Trusteeship C0t:ncil on, a 

certain.date and that the Trusteeship Council would_be very happy to have 

a represeritative of the Govermo.ent of the Union of South Africa .present, 
, · 

. if it so de sire ô. 

\ 

Are all ir.embers in agreement with the views expressed that ·we should 

proceed tr, examine · this Rep0rt· 6n South West _.Affica, as a1.~thcrizE:~. by the 

General Assembly, in th~ saine nirumer as we have -examined r .epo:rts from . ' . 

trvst terri tQries. and that the Secretariat ~Till uOtify the Gcverr.ment .of . .. • • . • . . . :, . •·. . . 

the Union of South Africa in the manner l . have ·~Just ~'Jgge·s~t-~cl? 

r· _. 

· --,·- -
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Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium)"(Interpretation from French): I am entirely 

in agreement with the·PreSident as to the substance ·of .the question, and 

I ~gree· with the statement made by the representative of China. However, 

in connection with what the President has just sa.id, there is one point 

on whioh I should like to make a rernark. 

I do not think it would be opportune to notify the representative 

of the Union of South Africa that the Trueteeshi1> Council is about to 

consider the report ooncerning South West Africa a.a though it 

~ere-. a trust.;tentl!;ory ~ If we .did, we would be enteri11g into a very 

co~tro·versial subjeet. • In fa.et, we shall examine thi.s report just as we 

ehall examine ~v other repor~. .In princi:ple, however,, we should exomin~ 

it iia it ,1ô~lcl have been: exa.mined by tho Permanent Mandates Cornmissiôn, 

but it is qui te useless to state it. It is sufficient to say that the 

Trusteeship Council, conforming to the authority given it by the General 

Àssembly, will examine the ·report on South West P.frica at such and such 

a date, without, st~tins that we shall examine it as though it were a 

trust territory, because we might · then receive the. answer:. "No, as it ie 

nota trust territory, it should be exn.mined o.s a mc.ndated torritory." 

Therefore, ! th;nk it is qui-to uoelcss to be precise in this matter. 

The PRESIDENT: I think that:!3 wise, and I suspect that it will accord 

~-Ti th our thoughts. · • 

Mr; L:tu:cHIEH (China): I 'littre~• ,wi~l\ t~ re:pr.-centativ-e of Belsium "'Mn 

he states. that, in our communicatior. to t~e G~ve~nt of th(\ f]nio_n o:r South 

' ,Afr~n,a;:.~1: nee~ not )llént~on that ~IA shall examine the Re:port as though it 

concerned a trust terri tory. I put the.t forward be cause ft is the ·only wey 
jiü',,1hich'-we can e.xrunine it . • 

The PRESIDENT: I think we are all in agreement • . It romains f'or us to 

f ix the date, then, when we. ahà:11 rnul~e thi1;1 e.xmninetion. 

of the Council have a purticular desire as to the date1 
should think 1t should be some time next week. 

Do any of the memb • 
1 

Presumably, I 
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Mr. RYCKMANS (Beltiuin): • I should préfer tomorrow. 

The PRESIDENT: We have to cive su.fficient riotification .. to • the 

• Government of the Union of South Africa so 'that ·~ th~y can cet a repre

sentative here ~ The representfative niay be c·oming f'rom ·we.shincton; There-

fore, I think·· tomorrm·i' would be a 11 ttle prema ture . 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belc;ium): If they do come, let theni come assoon as 

they can; and if they canhot corne, 'l~t. ·ilB• 'go on ;w_ith .the· t,ork;. ·i11une:<};½i.~el.y,, 

The PRESIDENT: I think wé can de that, if yoù so desi~e. 

Sir Alan BURNS (Unit~d Kingdom): I feel we should fix the date 

as Friday of this weèk. 

The PRESIDENT: Would it ·be a[;t'eeable to the members to fix the 

date as this coming Friday? 
, 

Sir Carl BERENDSEN (Now Zealarld): If• we ·are goinr;; to start our 

·, 

discussion as to Western Samoa on Wednesday, • then I do ho11e we will 

continue our discussion until we firi'ish • that question, and ·that we will . 

not make any firm appointments for Friday thet mi6ht Get in th~ way. If 

we are finished with Western Samoa by Thursday night, that would be all 

ril)l.t, but I would not want to see a breakinr:; off of _the discussion. 

The PRESIDENT: Would you pref er. Monday of next week, which is one 

week from today? 

Sir Carl l3ERENDSEN (New Zeala:cld): No, sir; I should suggest that 

we discuss the question of South West /-1.frica the moment we finish wi th 

Western Sc.moa. 

The PRESIDENT: But we want to fix c. definite date so that the 

Government of the Union of South Ai'rica can orrange to have a 

representative here, if it so desires. 
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Sir Cal:'i BERENDSEN (New Zealand): I do not wish to interrupt the 

discussion as to Western Samoa; let us complete that. 
'-

Mr. IŒALIDY (Iraq): I have t·üo points to rai se. The first point 

::i.s practically the sa.me as that raised by Sir Cerl Berendsen, namely, 

that I think it would be inadvisable to discuss a subject for a short 

while ànd then drop itin faveur of ano'ther sub,:iect. I think Sir Carl 

-is quite ri[;ht; let us finish a subject before considerill[; nnother subject. 

• My second point is this: What happens if we extend an invitation 

to the Government of• the Union: of South .Africa and someo.ne else comes 

and says, "I should like to be heard with regard to the report because 

the report _contains eo màny e1~roneous statements tl:lat my group would 

like to make sure our point of view is presented"? 

I did net hear any comment from the members of the Council as to 

the eU&.:,estion I made, It was probably forcotten in the heat of trying 

to oomplete our work by Christmas. 
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• Mr. LIU ùHIEH (China): I would suggest tpe.t we give one ·week's 

notice · to • the: Government -of. the Union of South Afr:tca. r' feel that if 

·we extend· them an ,invitation we should . give them adeguate consideration 

1n . that respect. 

The PRESIDENT: That wou:ld fix the· 'dat_e of the hearing a weelcfrom 

today'_ 

Mr. LIU CHIEH · (China): I think vte he.ve epou.gh to d~ .to occµpy the 

• Couricil until then. • 

••• · ·, Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium)(-Inter:pretation . from French): J:.rt~cle 80 

of' the Charter atates that until -an agreement of trusteeship bas been 

concludea. no right of any, nation is modifÙ,d by the present _situation. 

I think the Government of the Union of South Jf11 ica would. have the right 
what were 

to protèst if/ we d.ecided/ in oppoai tion ·to wha.t has always b_een don_e . in the 

Mandate Commission; that -: is, if third :per~ons were present .durin~ th~ 

discùàsion on South Wei:t. Afr.:foi,, -I t.hi-Iik tM't-i uovld be. cont.l'àr;r-- t-o 

Artfrlè ·an. 

Mr. GARREAU (France)(Interpretat1on from French): I believe that 

this question muet bë e~amined with a great deal· of care. The General 

Assembly hae · empowered the T . .rusteeahi:p Council _to èxamine . the Report 

on South West Africa and to :pres·t:mt to the General Assembly i ts remarks 

on this Report. rt· is qûi te evident we do tJot have -. to ex~ine this 

Ropo:rt as we do reports · on .trust terri tories bE>cctuss a trust eeship 

a.gree.11ênt • , , , does .not exist. Therefore, we cannot diseuse 1it. On. the 

ether band:; ·the GeneraJ. ·Assembly haa addreesed a Reeolution to us which has 

been tran.smitted to the ·Government of the Union of South Africa; therefore, 

I think we ·ahould awa1.t the' decision of the Government of the ·union of 

South Africa concerning this Re solution. In the meantime, our only duty, 

according to the Resolution which wè bave received, is that the 

Trueteesbip_ Council should Just purely and simply consider the Report 
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of the Government of the Union of South Africa but notas a report 

from a trust terri tory. If you wil_l recall ,the _mann!:}r: _in which these 

report.a were examined in _the MandatesCommission, you will remembe_r 
' . . - . 

that tllird persons _were never present at these 1J1eetinga and were never 

hea.rd. The Mandatœ:Commission could receive and examine petitions i~ .secret 

session, but_ there were no ve;i:-baL p_eti tiens presen~ed to_ the Mandates 

Commission. No witneases .were called by that Commission to testify as 

to their opinions on the questj,ons t~t wer.e unde:r- examinatipn by the 

Mandates Copmiission. Therefore, I think that we c~ot p~oceed in any other 

manner~ .Ue can only examine_ the Report · of :the Government_. of t:pe Union of 

South Africa with-respect ~o South West Afr_ica, and examine it in the . 

Trusteeship Council i _n the J;,resen~e-of a re3?resentative _.of the Government 

of the Union of South Africa, · 1r _it desires to eend a witness, and,.then 

present our Report to the Gener_al Assembly • . ·r· believe that this absolutely 

precludeè any additio~ of third parties. I think that this would transcend 

the authority ·of the Truateeship Counoil. I do ~ot think that in this very 

extraordinary and abnorma.l case we can apply the procedure which is applied 

to trusteeship territorie~. 

Sir Carl BERENDSEN (New Zealand) :- I a_gree that this matter does 

ra_ise questions of real difficulty. ;r should like to raise the 

preliminary question whether, if we were to treat this Report as if it 

were :~ rep_ort from a trust terri tory, even in that case_we spoulci. hear 

external oral evidence? If that is .the intention of :the Council, I am 

._ bonnd to point out that I , can ~ind _no _warrant for it _in the Charter .or 

;1.ndeed ,_in the rules of procedure that we ;adoptecl last year. The only -. • • . . ' . 

autllority ·we have to e.xamine this Report at all, ie containedf:n :thelast 

p_aragraph of the Reso).ution . of the .General A~sembly. :rt '.'authorizes the 
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Tru~:teeshi)? Council in the meant:lme" • .: and I :do not prof·~ss , to construe 
' ' ' 

that _phrase -- "to examine ,the report on South·West Africa recentlY 

submitted by the Government of the Union of South'Africa and to submit its 
/ • 

observations thereon to the General Assembly." 

That is our only authority, and our authority is limited··by that 

,paragraph, What does that paragraph authorize us to do? It ~uthô:bi'zes 

ue to e:;r..amlne what'l The report and nothing elset At present, my jud@lent 

is that we should have no authority to hear anybody ·whatsoever or to· do 

anything more than examine that aotuaJ. document. · 
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. .· . 
·Mr. INGLES (Philippines):· I take it that the :pàwer conferre·a.. ·upon 

us by .the Gène:c'al ·/..ssemblj to examine the Report includes the · power 

to make recommerido.tions èoncerning the Report·. 

The PRESIDENT: The Resoiu:tion of the General f asembly goes on 

to SPy: . Il ••• and to submit :ï."ts· observe.tiens' the:~e'on to the Genercl 

• Mr. INGLES (Phili m:iines): . :-!ë m.2.y say ei ther observe.tiens or 
-T 

is 
recorunendations, but the fe.ct/that the Trueteeship Coun~il bas to go 

further than a mere ·mechàn:.cal exàmirii,t~_on . of the Report. It may DJ.ake 

observations -- or one may call them recommendations -- but the Trusteeship 

Covncil must also d.o scmething about what it find.s out after examining 

the Report. 

The question has · been raised es to whether, if this Report were 

to be treated :· s if :tt , ·ere a report on a trust territory, the Trusteeship 

Covncil would have the power to examine petitionerè' oral evidence. 

I should like to se.y the.tif :petitions are submitted or requests ere 

m~de to the Trusteeship Covncil to present evidence, those petitions 

could properly be admitted by the Trusteeship Council if they referred 

to the report under consideration. For example, a petition may question 

the veracity or the correctness of the report under consideration. I 

should like to submit that if such a petit.ion related to the :çeport 

under consideration, that petition would properly be edminsible. 

The questior ... has Plso been raised thct we 2re not considering a 

report from a trust territory but a report from a territory under mandate. 

One of the obligations assumed by the -manda.tory power in this particular 
' 

territory is to receive petitions. As I understand it, under its ma~date 

the manda.tory is to receive petitions. I refer to the procedure followed 

by the Mandates Commission: ''The Mandates Commission n:.ay receive peti tions 

from the pe<?plè of the mruidated territory. 11 If, a.s contended by 
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the representative of China, the Trusteeship Council tPkes the ple.ce 
•• :·:. ~·':- ." ., ·: • ·•-~- ;_: / : .. '.:\!: , r ··• ' ,. ..:.· 

of the M~ndates Commission, then pursu~nt to the ai1thority of the 

Mandates Commission to acèe:pt petitions, the Trùsteeship Council Ûmy 

accept such pe~ition~ so, ~ong as t;iey,_concern matters embraced: in the 
, .. • 

report. -

I should like to support, therefore, the svggestion made by the 

representati ve of Iraq that, in ce.se a peti tion is m"de by the people 

of South ·~est Africa the.t they should be heard on the Report, their 

petition should be accepted by the Trusteeshi:p Council. 

Mr. RYCI<MA.NS (Eelglw.m.) (Interp~~tatfon from French); The or..ly 

authority we hc.ve to examine this Report is the Resolution of the General 

tssembly, which gives authority to the Trusteeship Council to examine 

the Report on South 1!est Africa and ta submit i ts observations thereon 

to the General _rssembly. The some Resoltètion d.oes not empower the 

Trusteeslip Council to e~omine any petition whatsoever. 

Mr. Iffi:"'1.IDY (I~e,oJ : The answer to that contention is that then 
t,.• 

we are r.ot enti tled at the sema time to call upon the representa·'.:.i ve 

of the Gover~ment of the Union of South Afric~ either. The situation 
··1· 

is now being m2.a..e more com:9l.icated and more diff:l.cl:.lt b;y the mem"bers of 

the Tru_steesh:!.p Covncil than it wae made by the General Assembly itself. 
• j ' 

· re hear,_ eithcr both sides or né::l.ther of them. It would be a pecÙliar 

situation if ,-::-e were to interpret the direct:l.ve from the General Assembly 
.:; . ,, 

to mean that wa faveur the Goverrnnent ·of the Union of 0 o~th Afrlc·e. , but 
. . .. 

that ,we do not i'avour, on the same level, the other :perty, which, I submit 
• , ... - ,. • ,. .. _., . "· 

in a very demq~retic we.y, is also entitled to ·be heard, bec ,'.".use the other 
.• · 

pe.rty fc,rms a gr-eat part of the population nnd, according to the vieus 
. ··.•· : .. · . • .. 

. \ . . , .. 
of thr-t section of the pop·,llation, i t is, so to speak, undergèing suffering . . ~ ., 

~-. + . 
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We heâr either both parties or none. As rny colleague from the 

PJ:lilippines has said,, if ~e receive a petition from ib1ie other aide:. we ma.y 
' , 

accept 1t, but if we deny that_ r1gbt to that aide, then we have no right 

to accepta representative of the Union of South Africa either •. It 1s 

this way e>r the other way. I do not know which way the re;presentative 

of Belgium would want me to move. 

Mr. Pad.illo NERVO (Mexico): I believe that this question is much 

eimpler than it eeems to be. From the observations that the members of 

this Council have already formulated, it.seems tome that the apparent 
. . ' 

comp~ication comas from the fact that we all know that on two or .three 

_occasions the General Assembly recommended that the Union of South 

Africa :present a trusteeship agreement for the terri tory : of South West 

As every member of the Council knows, rny Gcvernment adopted a clear 

position in regard to the matter of South West Africa, when it came 

before the General Assembly. But I believe the question before this 

Counoil now is much aimpler. The Union of South Afrir:1 has voluntarily 

placecL before the Genera.l Assembly a Report which conoeI'ns the 

territory of South West Africa. The General Assembly, as the sole 

judge of what to do with that Report, decided to send it to the 

'llrusteeship Counoil for its consideration, and reQuested that the 

Council make its observations regarding that Report. That is all this 

Counc111 in rny opinion,has to do now. - It is not for us, at this moment, 
' . . . . • 

I believe, to diseuse in what manner .... ~re are going to consider .that 

Report. • We shall consider that Report and.we shall decide, _in discussing 

it, what observations we have to make to the General Assembly. I do not 

/ think that the other issues follow from the fact that we have that 

. Re-port submi tted to us by the General As sembly ,. 
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With regard to the other question as to whether or not the Union 

ef South Mrica is -entitled to send a representative, I believethat 

from the moment the General Aesembly decided that thie Council should 

consider the Report, and from th13 moment that it is considered necessary 
. ' • . 

and uaeful, a representative of the administering authority who is . : . . . . . ~ . 

conversant wi th the si tua tion in the terri tory to which the Beport·. 

relates .: ahould be preaent during the discussion of that Report. That 

shoul~ apply, ~f.course, to the Union of South Africa, and ;r do ·not. 

think thatwe are going into any matter of principle, or that we are 

getting into the substance of the question as it was diac.-ussed in the 
-~ 

General Assembly, Just by deciding op the rules of procedure. In. that 

particular respect, we are willing to have them apply also to the .Union 

of South Africa. 

In my opinion, all that is necessary is to inform the GovernJ11ont of 

the Union· of SouthAfrica that the Counci). 1s going to .consider its . 

Report on such and such a date, and then the Union of South Africa will 

decide whether or not it is convenient for them to send a representative 

here. 

Regarding the other question that was suggested by the representative 

of Iraq, I would say ,that I would like very _much to receive petitions from 

South West Africa, .but I think we ehould not confuse the questions before 

us. The chapter on petitions is an entirely different matter from the 

chapter on reports, and at this moment we are dealing only with the 
" reports. We have not decided, in any case, that aven when considering 

a ~eport of an administering authority of a trust territory, we should 

hear the petitions regarding that particular ~oport. 



FJ..-T/ec T/P-.V~i· -~ , • .,J 

• • · 10 

I do not think tha.t . would _be the case in considering fu.rther 

reports. When -we ahall re~eive.-apecific petitions from tr~at terri

toriee,. we ahall consider those petitions • . I do ·not think that the. 

case might arise in ,~hich . t:eti tioners migh:t like· tQ be . heà1°d in regard 

to a re:port ·that haa been . offered by .the administer:l,.ng authority, 

even of a trust terri tory •. ·. 

T4ere~ore, I do not think tl'at that question arises in this 

particular· item, a;nd I ·:t}li~ we. cculd really close the matter by 

daciding that we have to coneider .·that repo·rt.. After ,rn have ·had 

our di.scussion we shall see what observation it ~s convenient to offer 

to ~h~ • General J,ssembly. We ehall. also ·1nform the Union of South 

Africa of that matter, and leave the Uni'onof Soµth J.frica to 

decid~ whether or not i t wants to send a · representative. ·here·; 

• · . . • . :. . .. , .. 
. •. . . ·. . • . . . . .. . . .- ... . . . 
~..r. GAFRF,.AU (France) (lnterpretation from French): I ,1enteè. to 

1., ,·, · . . 

èay ,,hat hae already been etated by the representative of Mexico. I 

wanted to thank: the representative of Iraq when he remarked that i t 

would be unilateral to listen only to the representative of the Union 

o·f South' Africa and not to listen to the · :parties holding a contrer.r 

:position. That is why I think it would. be gobd to let the Goverrur.ent 

of the Union of Sou.th Africa know that '-e shall examine the re:port 

on su.ch and .euch a date, but not to invite theni foni:ally to send a 

re~resontative here • 

• • The Union of . South Africa -would, of course, be entire,ly free to 

send a representative here as an observe·ri but we ·should not invite 

the Union of South Afr:!.ca. formally to èend à.' :~epresentative. We should 

:rœrely courteou.sly 1:Qf'orm the Goveriuœnt of t}'le Union , of South Afric_a 
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that we shall examine the re:port on such anci auch a date, . and ,~ay 
·,. 

nothing furt~er. 
• ' 

Mr.' GERIG (United States); I am substantially in accord with 

the representative of Mexico. I think the only real question loft 

before us is what to do ,,ith the petitions. ·1'9113.ting to South l;est- Africa 

I think there were some rœmbers 

of the Council who felt tha.t ·we shoul.d hear su.ch :p~titioners orally . 

here. If we did that, we "70U.ld be treating thia terri tory as if 

it were a trust terri tory, and I thi:nk everyono nov1 agrees that we 

ure net going to treat it as·a trust territory. 

On the other hand, i t is a mandated territïory, recognized l'y 

everyone, including the Union of South Africa. • As has been said 

here be fore, r:eti tians were e:iœm:I.ned by the Mandates Coronission., . 

and we actually have a :petition before us. I thinlc the quostion will 

be what we are going to do, whether we shall . consider this peti tien to be 

admissible or not. That seems to be still en open question. Otber-. . · .. 

. wise, i t seems ~o me that the :procedure wi th reference to thia . 

report is entirely .cloar. 

The PRESIDENT: I 'tlOnder if we are not all in agreerr..:eni; on this,. 

n:e.tter; that :1.s to . say, th~t "'e oet Monday, a ~eek from today, as 

the date for the col!sideration of this South West African Report; 

. that we ask the Secretariat ,ao , to notify the Government . of th~ .Union 

of South Africa, indicating that if it so desires, it may have a . 

representative here during that examinaticn, -but not forn:ally inviting 
. ' . . • 

the Union of South Africa t~ send a :representat;ive; and tha.t ve proceed 

then ·wi th an excmination of the r~i:;ort, af1 indi9ated_. 
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Mr : ·KHÀLIDY (Iraq): ··I run sorry to _return to thie point for a minute, 
\. : ·· f.-

•· ; 

but if I recall correctly, I thoughtthat Mr. Gcrreau_made the suggestion 

th~.t ~e ~i~ly inform the Government of the Union of· South M;i~a that 
- ; 

.• • . -· . • • '• ' ' 1 . • ::; _ .~ . • ·-: •• 

the Report will be considered and that we leave it open to them, if they 

wish,to aak t-h.:tt soineone· be ·here to re2resen.t t.hom,but lf t-hey-do not want 
· • · • • . . . · . was -JDJ' 

to aslc ter som.ebocl.y to :represen:h them~it is up t.o the,"l!l. The_t/underàtanding 
.• the • · . - · 

o~/ouseestic,,not civinc them a clue recurdiDG sendil'l{; a representative, 

because that is tantrunount to askir;.g,c:them to send a . representa tl vo--and 

cominc _back ta my sucgestion, that wouid ' b~ tantsmount to denying the 

other party that rie:;ht, 

The PRESIDENT·: Is i t acreeable to everyone tho. t we wouid not f'.ormall~ 

invite the Union of South ·Africa ·to come? • We would net in.:f'orm ti1em that 
net 

they wo;ld/bé welcome if • they do send someone, but merely inform them 

that the Report is to be examined by thiè Council next Monday . .. 
Mr. LIU CHIEE! (China); I o.m sorry that· my very simple fom.ula has 

been used from various aneles, but I am cJ.ad that in the end it is still 

the srune formula~ and, in fact, ' that formula hàs everything the Council 

seems to be willing ta undertake, al though i t · is phraeed-1. in diff ere~t 

words. 

I think the i•epreaentativ~ . . o:f_ Mexipq li~ r~ally toucp_ed, ~-
. . . . . " 

on the core of this when he referred to' it as a very simple matt~, and 

iri.fact,· Ï - run àurp:r.--ieed wè still have'tô··dwell on it so much. But since 

this question is raised, I would like to urge•'•o~ y.où that it is ·entirely 

proper for us'. to ask th~ Union a:overnment ·to sènd a representat,ive to 

attend the m'eeting ;whiie··'.we' di'sc\iss the :Report, because wh'ether it is 
• from .. .. . 

a r.eport f'rom a '.Qrust -territory d'r/a non_;self-govern1ng terri tory we 
\ . 

would alwaye ask the administering authority to send a representative . . 

/ 
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·Whether we issue it as a formal invitation or not is totally • :: 

irrelevant .• In fo.ct, I wotûd not like the record to say that i t ie . 

not a ~onnal invitation, because it is much more courtec,;~s • that an invi

tation be formally handed so that the Union Government may not feel tt 

is merely inform.al and they need not accept i t. • While i t is entirely 

free on its part to eend a representative or not, I think our invitation 

ahould not be characterized as formé.l or informal. 

'l1hat does not prejudice the proposal of the representri.tive of Iraq 
net 

And i t wotûd /mean denyi~ theo,:,ther party the ric;ht to be henrd. It 

seema to me that when ve eay i i:, is to be ex.am:lnèd in the some nrmner as 

a trust torritory· report, that in itself :would only entitle the o.dminis

tering. '- authori ty to send a representa ti ve, becs.use if e. petit ion c omes 

to -this Council .as a petitj.on from that terr~·tory, the Coùncil would say; 

'bhis is not a · trust te:t;l?i tory;' and, therefore, i t would be be~sond the 

competence of the Council to accept. Therefore, it seems tome that it 

is a proper course to take, and I .wotûd like to make it quite clear that 

we must not try to av1Jid issuing the invitation on ac~count of the other 

suu;eetion, bec6use that wocl.d confuse us in the m.c,tter and make i t 
• appear that the invitation was issued in a oecretive manner. I think it 

is a course the Council can very properly take ~ithout feelinc it is 

embarra.ssed in any way. 
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The PRESIDENT: From what the representative or China said, I am 

not quite 'clear whether the three re:pres.entat.ives _, ,,_ the érepresentatives 

of _China, France and Iraq -- are all in azreement. 

I ha:va before me a BU{ _mesteèl. phrasing. •. :r shall read i t, a,rid perha:ps 

1 t will express views common to all thre·e representati ves mentioned. It 

is that the Secretariat would be requeàted to furnish the Government of 

the Union of Soüth Africa with the date of the exam.ination of the Report 

in accordance with the Resolution of the General Assembly, and to say that 

its representative .would be .welccme if it wished to send. one. 
thought 

Is that ·the _/ in the minds of the representatives of China, France 

and Iraq, or am I wrong ? 

Mr. GAP.REAU (France)(Interpretation frcm French): I accept this 

formula entirely. 

_Mr. KHALIDY (Iraq): No; it • does not qui te acree with my opinion. 

Eowever, I shall not insist upon my point since the majority of the Council 

1will reject it. 

Sir Carl BEREl'IDSEN (New Zeeland): Could we have a sort of halfway 
from Iraq_ 

bouse in orr~"3l' to draw our fr:iiétid/wi th us 'l Could we not s ::~y t t s. t j_f the 

South Aù.'i.~:a.'1 G ,:-rï•S:".'ŒILe:'.lt desires to send a r8preoenté '.0

·1 ,-e or or e,3rvor, , 

the Council would: ha'Te no · objection; and. nobody cvl.\ld. :::ull that an invita

tion. 

The PRESIJ)l'NT: Would. that suz3estton 1,e acreeable7 

Mr. KHALIJ)Y (Iraq): I very much appreciate the ef.forts to meet my 

point. I wish to ma.ke it clear that, without a..~y arrière-p~nsée on my 

:part at all on this question, my only • idèët- was and still is that the 

situation in South vlsst Africa is a very peculiar one, and no one can deuy 

that. In fact, I have no intent1on at all of delving into the situation 

in South West Africa 1ecause the Governrr:ent of the Union of South Africa 
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does not have anybody here to defend it. The situation there is a 
_r ·:\I 'i;,,-

peculiar one, as we learned in the General Assepibly. However, I shall not 
.. ~-;· :--.. ; . : . 

go into t~.at. Avery large section of the ~?pulation in South West Africa 

is undergoing scme suffering. I do not lmow how to say it in order not to 

infringe upon the susceptibilities of di:plomatic niceties, because, in 

these d.ays, we live in an epoch of manners. However, the situatio:r: is a 

very peculiar one. 

My one point was that if .the Council.wants to do justice to the very 

principle for which it has.been gathered here, it would perhaps be fitting 

to hear both sides, even in a fôr.mal way. It is not going to adopt the 

rècoumienda.tions or the des ires of the other side; I, am sure of t:r.at. But 

if it hears both aides in a fonnal way, it presents the occasion for the 

other side to state its view. This is my only purpose. I am net going to 

insist on it if the other members do.net care to suppor::. it. I shall abide 

by the democratic decision. 

else. 

This was my only purpose; there was nothing 

Mr. LTIJ CHIER (China): I prefer the original d.raft presented by the 

Prea-:1...dent because th~ Council must not extend an invitation in an 

objectiernable ma•v~r. 

The PRESIDENl': I think tii.:" C01~::1ci.J_ ç-e;.reas or> i.,l0 :i.t;. It is a very 

minor matter anyway, and we ar8 all friend.s. 

_; .• Wo then pasa on to one or two other mattera befo~e adJourning. 
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TE:IDJ.S OF REFERENCE OF DRAFTING SUB•COMMITTEE 
l .vi · ., • • • • · 

·,; .. ,.,, 
<~ . 

The PRESIDENT: Thei--~ ~ppe.rently was a little confusion with 

respect ,:to the terms of reference of _the.Sub-CoD'.Jil.ittee which was 

appointed this morninc in order to formulate reconmended ' resolutions 

in response ta the -peti tians .. , · I think .the ·- cquncil would. profit if 

that·Sub-Comn.ittee would include ·in -its consideration not only the 

petitions which the Council considered this morning but also the 

petitions which it consider.ed last week. · 

As there is . no objection7 the S'Ub-Conmùttee will include the 

drafting of resolutions reccmm~nded. to this Council with reference 

to those other petitions; as well as . those considered this morning. 
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HANDLING OF REPORTS ON WESTERN SAMOA .AND NEW cfü!NEA 

TEE PRESIDEN'J.1~ There are ti-10 small mattere a.bout whicp I · ehould like 

to learn the deeires of the Council, The~e are again procedural matters. 

One relates to the handling of the Report which hae just come. in from 

the ·terrîtpry· or ·westërn Samoa,which is submitted -with document 

T/65, dated 28 November 1947. That is .a Rep:,rt not t _o be cqnfused with 

the Report ·or the Visiting Mission. • __ It .is _a Report on :the_ terri:tor;r of 

Weste;rn SamoE4_ made by the-a_d;ninistering authori ty, nNew Zenland, covering th!=) 

per1od 1946 to 1947. I bring -the matter up .at thie time in .order to 

determine the desire .. of the Council a.e to when we will want t~ consider 

thie Report, I believe that the Report .came into our .hands only a day 

or two.fiGo, ànd I take it thatmoet of the members of thie Cpv.ncil will 

want to have time to consider · this Report before we discues i t_. . The 

eame oènsideration might be entertained wit_h regard to the New Guinea 

Report which, again, we received ve"ry· recently. 

I think all of us• are-. a.nxious to prevent too cursory_ -~ examination 

of Reporta euch as ·these.· I bring the matter up at this time to detennine 

whet'her i t is the deeiire of thie Counci.1 that. these Reporte_ be examined 

at this sespion,or whether they should be examined _at ~ur epecial 

session, ~onceivably, or in the Jv.ne seeeion, or when. • Paragraph 2 of 

r.ule 72 of our -- ruies reade as follows:-

"Each Report of an administeriné au.thori ty shall be considered by 
. 

the Trusteeship Council at the first regular session following the 

expiration of six weeke from the receipt of the Report by the Secretary-. 
General," 

-That ,Period of six weelce wae set and fixed in order to give us all 

an opportunity to examine theeo Reporte. ~le do not want cursory exaroin

atione, On the other band, of course, that rule could be euepended if it 

ehould be the desire of this Council that these Reports be examined at 
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thie session. The mém~èràof the Council will remember thatrule 106 

pr6vid.e·è ''Whè·n • the Trustée ship Council ia in session, a rule of procedure 

·may be süspèndecl by deciaion Of the Council." 

,Thereforé, . the queotion confronta us whetheror. not we deeire •to suspend 

Rule 72 àrid. consider these two Reporta .... the one · on Western. SA~a,-u~Jbmitted 

by the adminiatering authority, Ne:w. Zealand, and. aleo the: New Guinee: 

Report ·.;. ·et thîe· session. • 

·1 should ·be happy to hear the views of the :members. 

Sir · Carl BERËNDSON (New Zealand): . I mentioned on • a previoue occasion 

thè re.asons; which I very\ deeply r~gret, for the Report o.n Western Samoa 

not being rèceived at à:n ·earlier date. Thoee reasons are obvious to the 

mémberà of thie • Côuncil • . ,. The administration was . considerably pro .. occupied 

• with its very welcètne and diatineuished gueats, • .and w.ith it th.a pro:ponals for 

a. marked step forward _- ihtlle political. development· of.the Samoans. 

I. ehould now' lilcè to make thie suggestion. Of course; I. would not 

have the slightest complaint if the Council. decided .not to deal with 

thièReport at this session • . • It wouldbe· entirely within itsrights in 

eo deciding:, ·but all .the lateetnewa and all the information of any 

importànce in ·c'onneètion wi-th the • èonditione preyailing in Samoa. . today 

are contained in· the Report of the .Viaiting Mission. 
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I am inclined, first, ·to (call- the members' • attention 

to ·the fr..ct that we have at .,th1& ses'sion the inestimable . ; .:.-. ... . . . . . . . 

advants.ge of the.presence of Mr. Laking~ I should nôt" like 

to s~ggest that he go back ~o New Zealand and _return in February. l should 

only like to suggest that this Report is only a continuation of the Report 
. . ( . . 

that wa.s presented to the Trus~eeship Counc11 • last year. ~1d me'rely noted. 
yet 

rt is P;Ottp~sed on the 9.ueationnaire. I suggest1 ·-J.f the members· tÙihk 1~ 
. . . . •.. . ' . . ' . . 

possible, that they consider this document when deaJ.in'g with the inissi6n1s 

rep~, and :r,y .~ert year they will have a report based on the questionnaire 

.which ,will .Pe.receiyed _intime • 

. · . The PRESIDENT: I suggest th_at we diseuse these two q~est:Î.oris 

, separately, _and. i;hat we consid~r first the que~tion ,of the West~rri· ·samoan 
• ... • . ... ,~ . 

Repo:rt • . 

Mr. RYCKMANS {Belgium)(Interpretation f'rom Fr~n~h): I think, ihdeed, 

that all--the• quest:t,ons the members of the Trusteesh°îp • Council niight • wish to 
. . . . . . .. . . ,• 

ask concorning the Report on Western Samoa would be the saine as those which - • . . . . . . 

they l7tl:ght wish to .formulate in_ connection with the other Reporto The 
. '•' ··· .. . • 

I:eport on Western Samoa covers the three months of the new regime l·thich 
'"·:•··· · . - . • • . . .·. . . . . 

extend from 1 January 191~7 until 31 March 1947. 

The RE:P91:t of the . mû~sion that went to Samoa con tains • informàtion 

whiqh 1s ·more -~ecent th;=m that contained in.the,Report which we~ diatributed 

tous. I think, therefore, the Trusteeship Council would be losing time ·if 
• . .' . • . •• '. • • ' •. 1 . 

i t postponed .the examinat:l.on of thi~ Report until a later sesGion • be.cause 
- • • • ' ., • . . '• . ... . . . .. . ·: - '. . . ,·· 

... 
changes . yi_U . take place during ~at time. 

• . . ~. .. • : ' . . · . . Therefore, I think we could 
'.i i: .. 

examine that -Reportvery rapidly at the aame time that we examine the 
• . . ' 

. ·' •. 

Report of the missio~. 
. . ;' · :. 
•l • • ·• . • 
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The PRESIUENT: T:f I understa.nd Mr. ~ycl<Jnans correctly, . he moves 

that we examine the Report on. Western Samra at this session, presumably 

at the same time that we examine · the ·Report of· thè visi ting nias.ion,. 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium): That is rny motièn,:i.n so far as the members 

find it necessary to examine this Report ·1n detail, but I suppose they 
· : ... 

will not, and I hope they will not 
-... ' . 

Mr. FORSYTH (Australia): Aa -regards • 1;he' .~ew Guinaa .Report;.~~- < 

The PRESIDENT: Might we first dispose of the Repoi-t on Western 

' 
Samoa_ b~cause the Reports are different1 The New Gu1neà Report ·1a: baaed . , 

on trusteesM.p processes, whereas the Western Samoari Rep.ort waa prepared 

prior to the l]rusteeship Couna:tl' a- or-gan1~~t1onal set.;.'l.tp :Therefore 1 I believ, 
should dispose 

wf:i/;;~ • . of the itestern Samoan Report first, for I think they are.- two 

different questions • 
. . , 

As there are no further observations with. reg~d to' the motion made 

by the_ representative of B~lgium, to.the effe~ thâ.t ;e ·cons1der· thè ·Report 
. ' .. •. :-, · 

of the administoring authority of W~~te~ Srunoa a:t th'is ; session~ · -· • · 

presumably at the time when we examirie the Report' of the vi'.-àitirig mi'ssion 

. t _o Western Samoa, I tak
0

e 1 t ' that 1 t is thè w111 and 'the desirê Of the 
.. 

!rusteesh1p Council to cons.ider that Iie~ô~t-- at this session • 
. , . 

Mr. KHALIDY (Iraq): vlhen the Presidènt haé' finfshed with 'th-is· item, 

may I raise a point co~ected w:tth .it to ·somë• ~xtent? · 

The PRESIDENT: Y~~. Î think -it is in èrde:r:, -- firs't, to suspend -the 

ru, .es. 

roads: 

The members wi°il 'reméfube; the two;'rûies :'which· I · just read, Ifole 106 

•
11Whon th~ Trusteesh:Lp C~fui6:Ü • is • in sessfofi/ ·â rule of procedure 

/ m.ay be suspended by decision of the Council. 11 • .: . •• • • -· ,: : • • :; •• • .: • • • 
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I take it that, in order to diseuse and consider the Western 

• Sam~an Report of the 'aclminls-tering -authority, we must hereby res9lve 

to suspend rule 106~ iri s'o for as it pertains to the oonsideration :Of. 

the'· 'Western Samoan Repor·t~'- '. :As that 1s· the desire of the me~bers, it , 

is ào or"dered. : ::. 

' ' -•• Si~-Carl :BERENWEI'{' (New Zea.land): I am most grateful to the 

President and to rny collèagues·~ •. 

• 

. •' . :. 

. : 
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Mr~ KHALIDY · (Iraq): .. -.In connection with_ the . Re.Port on Western Samoa 

J sh&ùld.lilèe to· ,Present a suggestion for t}:le consideration. of the . . ' . ' • . 

Council. The mission to Western. Samoa was compoaed of three members, 

and,unfortunately, the third member ie not present at this table. I 

would suggést that lI.e.d . he • beena member of the T~steeship Council, we 
had 

should. have /the benefit of hie l)reeence and e:x;perience and his commenta 

here •. 

, This is just a au13Bestion and nothing more: Could we request 

Senator -Cruz-Coke to be present with ·us, if possible, when we consider 

the Report en Western Semoa'l This 1s eimply a suggestion. I run only 
President 

trying to help the Council along the lines of the etetement_ of Otµ' Vice/ 

• a short time aga, to the eff ect that he would like each one of the members 

to go to the trust territories • . However, if we cannot go, we ahouJ.d 

invite eomebody who did go to coma here and help us, too. 

The PRESIDENT: I lilce the suggestion of the representative of Iraq 

very much. I wish we had thought of it ,Previeusl y. The situation ie 

this: Mr. La.king has now arri ved.. Every day' a delay in the examination 

of that Report will keep him here. We have provia1onally set next 

Wednesday as the day for our examination of that Report. It would be 

impossible, I think, for Se~tor Cruz-Coke to arrive here by Wednesday. 

He is a member of the Chilean Senate, and I know that he has very 

, heavy responsibilities there. ·Nevertheless, if t~e Counoil agrees, I 

could eas1ly, and would very gladJ.y1 eend a telegram to Senat~r Cruz-Coke, 

saying that the Counc1l expects to make thia e.xamination on Wednesday, and 

that we wish that he could be here. But the telegram would make it clear 

that we can hard.1y eJQ?ect ' him to be here on suoh short notice. In other 

words., I do not th1nk that 1 t is fair to request J,i;n. e 1 thc1· r,~ ~11:r · t>r 
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If the Cauncil desi:i::es . the_ .~tter course, I think the onl.y way would 

be· to .:pos:tp~>tle the consideration, of the Report. I would hesitate to do 

that becauso Mr. Le.king is now here, and the re:presentat~ve of New ·Zealand 

has suggested Wednesday as the day for our examination of the Report. 

Everything is set for that day, and I am vomewhat doubtful whether Senator 

Cruz-Coke could detach h:1.maelf from his fairly heavy responsibilities in 

Chile to be able to come here. However, I leave that matter in the hands 

of the Council. 

Mr. PADILIA NERVO (Mexico): Of course, if it is possible, I would v,ery 

much like to have Senator Cruz-Coke present. I know that Senator Cruz-Coke 
session of the 

1s not in Chile now. He is in Geneva, attonding the/Commission on Human 

Ri@lts. I do not know whether he could leave that Commission now and come 

here, but it is possible, also, that the Council could inform him that we 

are going to diseuse that Re.:port on Wednesday, and that we would like him 

to be present, if it is possible, but that we know he will not arrive for 

the beginning of the discussion of the Report. 

The PRESIDENT; Perh~ps that 1o the beat procedure to follow. 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) (Inter;pretation from French) : Nobody oan 

doubt the joy I will have in seeing Senator Cru~-Coke hore. Ile haa become 

one of my best friands since we went on the mission tcgether. 

As we have signed a unan:1mous Report, Senator Cruz-Coke, with 

his great and vast parliamentary e:x,perience, will pe a great help tous when 

we are interrogated about our Report. At the same time, I invite you to 

think before we establish a precedent. Sir Carl Berendsen very Justly ~aid 

that he would like all those who are around this table to visit the trust 
and 

territories. But that does not mean that we should aloo do the r0vorse/a.ecid0 
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that ail those who have visited the trust terr~torlea ahould be preaent 

around this table. ·r think that· the precedl:3nt ia sufficiently serious that 

we ehould not take a hasty deciaion in the dèaire te. make a courteoue gesture 

towarda à. vèr_y dear colleague. W" mi'ght • be oreating a .Preced.ent which in the 
• . . 

future miglit be pe[',rettable for tho TJ:-usteeship Council. 
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Mr. Klil\LIDY (Iraq): I am sorry that the represento.tive of Belgium 

egain raised e, point to which an answer m\Â.st be provided. I 'do not see 

•why this should not be made a preced.ent e.nd I do net see either that 

• we should not •• consider the matter because, :ltt would prejv.d1ce us in the 

future. 

According to otU' rules of procedure and certo.inly acèording to the 

sti::pulr.tions of the Charter, · the Trusteeship Council is e.utl10r:zed te send 

visiting missions._ Visiting missions must!;: priori have the right to 

present their views in the report, and. comment, if they want to~ dur:tng 

the discussion of the report in the Tritsteeship Council. 

Unless the;re .e..re, very ~~avy polit:!.c~ù considcrations in the matte:::-, 

I do not see , ,hy . this should. not be taken on · its face value, or for that 
why 

matter/it should not even be t nken as a preceient. I must confess that 

• I always thirJc, :primarily, of the înteiest of the Charter in this :respect-

althoi;.gh this is perhe:ps nota good thing to do, but ·-r am ,built that way 

and cannot hel:p .i t -- and secondly, ,· . of\ other considerat:l.ons, be they 

n e.tional considerations or narro•,er considera tions. :But ·J: .:t:Pinl!:, it ie a 

good thing to think partly of the interests of the Charter too. 

It is not quite clear to me às to 1:hy a member ~f 8 visiting mission, 
·who 

,:,:ho is not a membor of the Council but/, has . laboured on thé rçport, should 

notbe given the chance to be :prc,sent. I am yet to be convinèed of 

. the -~.dvisability of -t;he oontrary l.)Osition. 

Mr • . RYC:KMf-.NS (Belgium): I do not se.y that I am opposed to the idee .. 

The only thing is that I c8.nnot think as quickly as the representative of 

Iraq, and I just wanted to think the metter over. I do not say that I 

am against that at .all. · Prime facie, I am very much for that suggèstion, 

but r should like to think the matter over first. 
J 
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'Thè PRESIDENT: The trouble is. that if vie hold the exàmirie.tion on 

Wednesday, the tel'egram should go out tonight, if . it is to go out at all. 

I wonder if it would be agre"eable to the representative of 13èlgium 

if T persomüly ·.sent ·a wr.rm telegram to Senator Cruz-Coke, telling him 

thllt we are to have this exarnine.t:J.on on : 1ednesday·, that I wish he could 

be here end·thci.t··I am sorry he ls not with v.s'è' 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium): If you put that to the vote, I should 

abstain because ·I ha.ve had no tini.e to consider the ·m,:,,tter. · However, I 

• certainly would not vote egainst it~ 

The PRESIDENT: I think that suggestion would be in accord with 

the ideas presented by the representative ' of Iraq. 

Mr. IŒALIDY (Iraci) : · 'Yec; esriecially in view of the fac:t tliat there is 

vory~ li ttle time to considèr the mat ter. Also, in view of the explanat_ion 

given b;y the r9presente.tive of Mexico the.t Senator Cruz-Coke is in Geneva, 

I qui te agree tha t there is nc,t much time. 

I think the best suggestion would be that of Mr. Padillà Nerva, that 
_ that we ahall consider the report on Wednesday, 

we just inform Senator .Cruz-Coke of the f s.ct / end thot if he could 

manege i t he would be welcome here·. However, I am sure he will no·t be 

eble to manage it. 

The FRESIDENI': I think we could frame such a telegram and I think 

we ehall send it, 
record.ad on this ~tter. 

It will be /tha~(j the representative of Belgii.lm abstains from the vote/ 

We shall then consider the question of New Guinea. I think the 

represontative of fustralia wiehed to make à statement on that point. 

Mr. FORS;CTH (Australia): We are in the he.nds of the Trusteeship 

Council, of course, especi_ally as consider-':i.tion of the New Guinea Report 

would involve the suspension of tl:le rules·of procedure. However, the 
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Austre.lien administration 1-•ent to some trouble to produce the Report, 

evèn though it was produced l ctèr than they hÈd hoped . . Thë Report 

is in fact besecl on the prov~sional questionnaire-. I should hope ~h<>.t 

· the Trusteeshi:p C6uncil would give . the Report some èonsideration at 

•• this session . • 

. / 

. · . .. 
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we rw,y possibly be able. to dispose_ of the report, but if that 
.. 

is contem:plated, I _shou.ld l~ke to reserv_e the X:ight · to de fer par-

ticular g_uestions if further infonn.ation on them seems desirabJ.e. 

It ·would. be a convenience, assum.::.n5 the.t the Counc:I.l ::.,s inclined to 

conaider the report, to have so:œ.e idea about when that might take 

place. It now seems that we shall be engaged with the g_uestion of Western 

San:oa for :perhaps the rereainder of fhis week, and we have decid.ed 

to ex8Jlline the report on South West A!rica next Eonday, so that it 

seeres that i t -will be ten days or the111:eabouts be fore we can take 

up the New Guinea report. 

I ahould like te ~rr ... ow ·whether the President visualizes our 

progrrur:me in the san:e way. 

The PRESIDENT: If I correctly understar.d Mr. Forsyth, he hopss 

that the-Report on Now Guinea atght be e7.emined at thia seasion? 

Mr •• FOBSl'TH (Australia): Yea. 

The :PRESIDENT: I wonder how the members of the Councii feel 

as to the New Guinea report. 

Mr. RYCKMAI'IS (Belgium) (Interpretation from French) : The report 

concerning New Guinea stops on the date the civil administration assun:ed 

control. This report covers a reriod of re~organization immediately 

after the liberation of the territory.- I believe that the Council 

could examine it very ràpidly, because, as a matter of fact, it is a 

very brief report. The information whicl\ it gives is not very complete. 

The period it covers is quite abnormal, and, therefore, ~e cannot 

:rcake observations on this report as though it covered a normal feriod. 

If the Council wishes to take this into consideration, I think 1-1e 

the examination 
roulcl complete 7- ;. very rapidly. If', on the other hand, the Counéil 
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:p.one the ma.tter •• ·:until· .~.ûothei à~èa:lon:'. ' '· • • 

The PRESIDENT~ 1nxat ~re . 'tÎie "\t:l.e-ws • and d'e~:três of .. the·_:: 

members of tliê Counèil ?•·,..-•. 

Mr. FOR3YTH (Australia): In view of what Mr. Ryckmans has 

s~id, might I suggest that, if tlie ··èo~cil ·rdec:ldès t'~· :take 'u~ the 

report, the Cou.ncil might l,ike to make a general observation, and 

if particular questions arise on which additional information or 

further etuùy is desired, those particular mattere might be deferred 

possibly to a later session. 

The PRESIDENT: Does Mr, Ryckmona agree to that? 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) : Yea. 

The PBESIDENT: I wonder ·whether that suggestion ia agreeable 

to all the members; that is, the suggestion that "ie give conaidera

tion to the New Guinea report at this session, that coneideration pre

eumably would ;'be tab::ingplace during the latter half of next "ieek; so 

t.hat all the :representatives will have a chance to eX61lline the report 

before that timel 

If then, growing out of that exrum.nation, there ahould be special, 

particular questions upon which additional inio1'ID.atio~ io deeired, 

they could be considered at a later time. 

As that is ag:reeable to all the members, I declare that ;rule lo6 

'\lill, therefore, be suspended, a.a ~~e did in connect1on w;i.th the Report on 

Western Samoa, so aa to perµLit the examine.tian of the New Guinea 
that we 

report. We ho:pe then Mr. Forsytl:y'wiJ,.l examine that aometj.me during 

the latter half of' nex.t ·week. 



·. • 

' · ' 

We shall meet in ·.the Truste,eship Counci:l Cha:mber tom.orrow: 

and from then on. We ahall -meet tomorr6w at 2 :00 p.m., and • , • • . 

from no-won we shall .hold· allnieetihgs in· the afternoon beginning 

at 2 :00 p.m. and running through until about 6 :00 p.m., wi th a 

short recoaa. 

The meeting rose at 5:30 p.m. 




