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1 For recommendations accepted by Canada where no rationale is provided, it should be understood
that efforts are underway by some, but not necessarily all, FPT governments to implement these

recommendations.

2 As Canada is a federation, each order of government has jurisdiction for deciding upon and
implementing laws, policies, strategies and programs in its respective areas of responsibility. Thus,



A/HRC/55/12/Add.1

10

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
26

27

while certain recommendations dealing with the development of “national strategies” and the
harmonization of legislation are accepted, it is understood that it will be up to the responsible order of

government to determine if and how to develop, implement and evaluate such strategies or legislation.

Rationale is provided on behalf of Canada, unless otherwise indicated.

Canada is prioritizing becoming party to three treaties: the Inter-American Convention on the
Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women “Belém do Para Convention”,
the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OP-CAT), and the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (CED).

Canada notes the underlined part of the recommendation. Expedite deliberations and ratify the
Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment.

See also rationale for recommendation 1.

See also rationale for recommendation 1. Canada also collaborates with Indigenous partners to ensure
that First Nations, Inuit and Més students have access to high quality education.

See also rationale for recommendation 1.

Canada constructively and directly engages the Israeli government and Palestinian Authority on the
status of human rights in Israel, the West Bank and Gaza. Canada’s longstanding position is that both
Israel and the Palestinian Authority must fully respect international human rights and humanitarian
law which is key to ensuring the protection of civilians, and can contribute to the creation of a climate
conducive to achieving a just, lasting and comprehensive peace settlement.

Canada supports urgent international efforts towards a sustainable ceasefire. This cannot be one-
sided. Hamas must release all hostages, stop using Palestinian civilians as human shields, and lay
down its arms.

Under Canada’s Export and Import Permits Act (EIPA), an export permit will not be issued where
there is a substantial risk that the items could be used to commit or to facilitate serious violations of
international humanitarian law, international human rights law, or serious acts of gender-based
violence or violence against women and children.

The Government of Canada expects Canadian companies active abroad to respect human rights and
all applicable laws. See also rationale for recommendations 56 and 57.

Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Ministerial, senior officials’ and expert levels.

Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

Canada notes the underlined part of the recommendation: Repatriate all its nationals from the camps
and the related facilities in the northeast of the Syrian Arab Republic, in line with international law,
and prevent new waves of terrorists.

Canada has made a commitment to end chronic homelessness — National Housing Strategy (NHS)
target is for 50% reduction in chronic homelessness by 2027-28.

The National Housing Strategy Act (NHSA) requires the Government of Canada to maintain a
national housing strategy that takes into account key principles of a human rights-based approach to
housing, including the establishment of national goals relating to housing and homelessness and
focuses on improving housing outcomes for persons in greatest need, including Indigenous People,
LGBTQIA+, Women and children, and people experiencing homelessness. The Government of
Canada will pursue efforts to further its housing policy as outlined in the NHSA, including the
progressive realization of the right to adequate housing as recognized in the ICESCR, as it relates to
populations with unique housing needs.

The Government of Canada has increased funding through the NHS since its launch to support
housing needs.

Canada notes the underlined part of the recommendation. Ensure improved access to health services
for all, especially persons in vulnerable situations and those with no immigration status.
Government of Canada.

Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women.

See also rationale for recommendation 65.

Canada notes the underlined part of the recommendation. Ensure that all children living in Canada
have equal rights and equal access to public health services, regardless of their immigration status.
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Canada notes the underlined part of the recommendation. Develop government mechanisms to protect
and integrate Indigenous communities in Canada.

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act provides a framework for
the implementation of the UN Declaration at the federal level. Some provincial and territorial
governments have also taken steps towards the implementation of the UN Declaration. British
Columbia passed the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act into law in November
2019. The Northwest Territories passed The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
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Peoples Implementation Act into law in October 2023. In Canada, each order of government
maintains relations with Indigenous Peoples in its territory in order to develop common
understandings of the principles referred to in recommendations 290-291 and 295-299. Each order of
government remains responsible for deciding upon and implementing measures within its respective
areas of jurisdiction, including as it pertains to the UN Declaration.

Canada notes the underlined part of the recommendation. Ensure equal opportunities for Indigenous
Peoples in hand with the Indigenous Human Rights Strategy.

The Government of Canada signs consultation protocols with Indigenous partners to create a process
to follow when consulting on potential adverse impacts to Aboriginal or treaty rights. Consultation
protocols facilitate engagement, promote relationship building, and clarify roles and responsibilities
between governments and Indigenous communities. Copies of consultation protocols are publicly
available.

See also rationale for recommendations 290 and 291.

See also rationale for recommendations 290 and 291.

Provinces and territories will determine how to implement the Calls to Action, including through
discussions with Indigenous partners.

Canada notes the underlined part of the recommendation. Implement all recommendations of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, as well as the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls.

This work is directly tied to initiatives in the Federal Pathway to Address Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women, Girls and 2SLGBTQQIA+ People.

Canada notes the underlined part of the recommendation. Recognize people of African descent as a
distinct group in the Canadian Constitution and other legal and regulatory frameworks to enhance
equal opportunities and ensure their inclusion in all decision-making processes that affect their lives.
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