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Openin~ of the session 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The Legal Sub-Committee opened its twelfth session at the United Nations 
Headquarters on 26 March 1973 under the chairmanship of Mr. Eup;eniusz Wyzner 
(Poland). 

2. In his opening statement the Chairman noted that remarkable advancements of 
space technology; exemplified by the launching of Apollo 17 and the accomplishments 
of Lunokhod 2, gave new urgency to the need for correspondinr-: development of the 
law of outer space. He was 1sratified that the Convention on International 
Liability for Da~age Caused by Space Objects, a major accomplishment of the 
Sub-Col'!l..mittee, had come into effect on 1 September 1972. 

3. As to the work of the Sub-Committee at the present session, he reminded 
members of the approval by the Sub-Committee last year of the texts of the preamble 
and 21 articles of a draft treaty relating to the moon and elaboration of the text 
of the preamble and 9 articles of the draft convention on the registration of objects 
launched into space for the exploration and use of outer space. Thus the 
Sub-Co~.mittee had made significant progress at its previous session. There were, 
however, some issues which still remained to be resolved in the formulation of the 
draft treaty relating to the moon and of the draft convention on registration. 

4. The Chairman referred to General Assembly resolution 2915 (XXVII) of 
9 November 1972, which provided that the Sub-Committee should pursue its work on 
both the draft treaty on the moon and the draft convention on registration as a 
matter of priority. In paragraph 7 of the same resolution, the General Assembly 
also expressed the hope that, as recommended by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses 
of Outer Space (A/8720, para. 19) the Sub-Committee would give early consideration 
to matters relating to the definition and/or delimitation of outer space and outer 
space activities .:. the various implications of space com.-r;mnications: the report of 
the Workinr: Group on ·Direct Broadcast Satellites; and matters relating to the 
activities carried out through remote sensing satellite survey of earth resources. 
The Sub-Committee was unable to consider these subjects in any detail at its 
previous session because of lack of time. In regard to one of these subjects, the 
Chairman also drew attention to General Assembly resolution 2916 (XXVII) of 
9 November 1972. ·In that resolution the Assembly, noting the draft convention on 
principles governing the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct 
television broadcasting, submitted to the Assembly by the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, considered it necessary to elaborate such principles with a view to 
concluding an international agreement or agreements and had requested the Committee 
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to undertake the elaboration of such principles 
as soon as possible. 

5. A statement was also made ' by Mr. Sloan, Director of the General Legal Division , 
Office of Legal Affairs, who welcomed the Sub-Committee on behalf of the Secretary
General and the Legal Counsel. 

I . .. 
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6. At its opening 11eeting, the Sub-· Cornrni ttee adopted the following ap:enda for 
the session {A/AC.105/C.2/L.84 and Corr.l): 

1. Statement by the Chairman 

2. Draft treaty relating to the moon 

3. Draft convention on registration of objects launched into space for 
the exploration or use of outer space 

4. Matters relating to the definition and/or delimitation of outer space 
and outer space activities 

5. The various implications of space corr1munications: report of the Working 
Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites 

6. Matters relating to the activities carried out throug;h remote sensing 
satellite surveys of earth resources 

Orp;anization of work 

7. The Sub- -Comnittee at its opening session decided that it would begin its work 
with general exchann;e of views. The Sub-CoP.1.mittee also decided to re-establish its 
two working groups of the whole, open to all members, to consider the provisions of 
the draft treaty relating to the moon (Working Group I) and the draft convention ·on 
registration (Workin~ Group II). Each working group would meet for the same number 
of days beginning with Worldng Group I. It was also decided that the Sub-Committee 
would meet in the mornini:ss and, after the e-;eneral exchange of views in plenary, 
adjourn and reconvene as a uorking group. 

8. Working Group I uas presided over by the Chairman of the Sub-Committee, and 
Working Group II by the representative of Austria. 

9. At its 200th meeting. on 9 April 1973 , the Sub--CoP.1..mittee decided to establish 
a Drafting Group on the draft treaty relating to the moon, consistinr, of 
Argentina, Belgillm, Bulgaria, France, India, the USSR, the United Kingdom and the 
United States. Other members of the Sub-Committee were free to attend the meetings 
of the Drafting Group and to express their views if they so wished. The Drafting 
Group would exa:riine all the provisions of the treaty relatine1: to the moon, 
including the title, the preamble, the final clauses and the structure as a whole. 
No meetings of the Drafting Group were held. 

10. The Sub-Committee held a total of 16 meetings. The views expressed in the 
Sub-Committee are summarized in documents A/AC.105/~.2/SR.192-207. Working Group I 
held 15 meetings and Working Group II held 13 meetings. 

I . .. 



A/A9,105/115 
English 
Page 4 

11. At the 206th meeting, oh 19 April, the Sub-Committee decided to request its 
Chairman to attend, if possible, the forthcoming session of the Com.~ittee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space with a view to assisting the CoJllillittee in completing 
the elaboration of the draft ·treaty relating to the moon and the draft convention 
on registration of objects launched. into outer space. 

12. The Sub-Committee concluded its work on 20 April 1973 by adopting the present 
report unanimously. A list of the representatives of States members of the 
Sub-Committee attending the session, of the observers for specialized agencies and 
of the secretariat of the Sub-Committee, is to be found in document 
A/AC.105/C.2/INF.5. 

Date and place of the next session of the Sub-Committee 

13 . The Sub-Corn..~ittee recommended that its thirteenth session be held from 
4 to 28 June 1974. This session would take place in Geneva as previously agreed. 

I. QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE MOON 

14. The Sub-Committee resumed consideration of the draft treaty relating to the 
moon (agenda item 2) at its 193rd meeting on 27 March 1973. The Chairman made an 

-introductory statement outlining the work previously undertaken in the preparation 
of the draft treaty. 

15. As indicated in paragraph 7 above, the Sub-Committee, on 26 March, 
re~established Working Group I with respect to item 2. In accordance with 
paragraph 21 of the report covering its eleventh session (A/AC.105/101), the 
Sub-Committee pursued its work on the basis of the text which it had approved and 
which was set out in that paragraph. To facilitate further work on the subject, 
the Sub-Committee decided to reproduce this text in annex I(A). 

16. In the course of the discussions in the Working Group the following working 
papers were submitted which are reproduced in annex I(B). 

A working paper by Bulgaria which contained the text of a draft treaty, . 
consisting of a preamble and 21 articles, based on the text approved by the 
Sub-Committee at its previous session, together with certain changes and 
amendments (Annex I(B)(l)). 

Two joint working papers by Egypt and India: one relating to article II, 
paragraph 1 (Annex I(B)(2) and the other relating to article V, para~raphs 1 
and 4 (Annex I(B)(3)). 

Two working papers by India: one relating to article IX, paragraph 3 
· (Annex I(B)(4)) and the other relating to article X (Annex I(B)(5)) . 

. A working paper by Iran relating to the preamble (Annex I (B )( 6)). 

I ... 
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A working paper by the USSR relating to the question of 0 corrn:lion heritage 
of all mankind11 (Annex I (B) (7)). 

Four working papers by Argentina: one relating to article X (Annex I(B)(8)), 
the second relating to article XVIII, paragraphs 2 and 3 (Annex I(B)(9)), the 
third relating to article VI, paragraph 4 (Annex I(B)(lO)), and the fourth 
relating to the question of "common heritage of all mankind" (Annex I(B) (11)). 

Three working papers by the United States: two relating to the scope of the 
treaty (Annex I(B)(l2) and Annex I(B)(l3)), and one dated 17 April 1973 
relating to article X (Annex I(B)(l4)). 

A working paper by the United Kingdom relating to article I (Annex I(B)(15)). 

A working paper by Italy relating to article X (Annex I(B)(l6)). 

A working paper by Sweden relating to article X (Annex I(B)(17)). 

17. The Working Group, after consideration approved the texts of six provisions 
which are reproduced below. 

Article II, paragraph 1 

All activities on the moon including its exploration and use, shall be 
carried out in accordance with international law, in particular, the Charter 
of the United Nations , and taking into account the Declaration on Principles 
of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among 
States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, adopted by the 
General Assembly on 24 October 1970, in the interest of maintaining 
international peace and security and promoting international co-operation 
and mutual understanding, and with due regard to the corresponding interests 
of all other States Parties. 

Article IV, paragraph 3 

States Parties .shall inform the Secretary-General as well as the public 
and the international scientific community, to the greatest extent feasible 
and practicable, of their activities concerned with the exploration and ~.se 
of the moon. Information on the time, purposes, locations, orbital 
parameters and duration shall be given in respect of each mission to the 
moon, while information on the results of each mission, 'including scientific 
results, shall be furnished upon completion of the mission. In case of a 
mission lasting more than 60 days, information on conduct of the mission 
shall be given periodically at 30 days' intervals. For missions lasting 
more than six months, only significant additions to such information need 
be reported thereafter (points of time of information to the Secretary-General 
to be resolved). 

I . .. 
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Article VI 

1. In exploring and using the moon', States Parties shall take measures 
to prevent the disruption of the existing balance of its environment whether 
by introducing ad.verse changes in such environment, its harmful contamination 
through the introduction of extra-environmental matter or otherwise. States 
Parties shall also take measures to prevent harmfully affecting the 
environment of the earth through the introduction of extra-terrestrial matter 
or otherwise . . 

2. States Parties shall inform the Secretary-General of the measures 
being adopted by them in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article and 
shall also notify him of all placements by them of radioactive materie.ls on 
the moon and of the purposes of such placements. (Points of time of 
information and notification to the Secretarv-General to be resolved.) 

4. States Parties shall report to other States Parties and to the 
Secretary-General concerning areas of the moon having special scientific 
interest in order that, without prejudice to the rights of other States Parties, 
consideration may be given to the designation of such areas as international 
scientific preserves for which special protective arrangements are to be 
agreed in consultation with the competent organs of the United Nations. 

Article IX, paragraph 3 

States Parties shall immediately inform the Secretary-General, as well 
as the public and the international scientific community, of any phenomena 
they discover in outer space, including the. moon and other celestial bodies, 
which could endanger human life or heal th, as well as any indication of 
organic life. 

Article XIII, paragraph 2 

States Parties recognize that detailed arrangements concerning liability 
for damage · sustained on the moon, in addition to the provisions of the Treaty 
on Principles Governin~ the Activities _ of States in the Exploration and Use 
of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies and the 
Convention on I~ternational Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, 
may become ··necessary as a result of more extensive activities on the moon, 
and agree that a conference .of States Parties to . this Treaty for the purpose 
of elaborating such arraneements shall be convened by the Depositary 
Governments when one third of the States Parties so request. 

The Working Group also agreed to delete article XV of the text approved by the 
Legal Sub-Committee in 1972. 

I . .. 
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18. The Working Group considered the text relating to article X worked out 
originally in informal consultations but did not reach agreement on it. This text 
if reproduced in annex I (C). 

19. At the 205th meeting of the Sub-Committee, the Chairman reported, in his 
. capacity as Chairman of Working Group I, on the work of that Group. The 
Sub-Committee took note of the texts set out in paragraph 17 above, and 
recommended that the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space should make 
its best efforts to complete the treaty relating to the moon at its next session 
in June 1973 in order that the draft treaty may be submitted to the twenty-eighth 
session of the General Assembly for adoption. 

II. DRAFT CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED 
INTO SPACE FOR THE EXPLORATION OR USE OF OUTER SPACE 

20. The Sub-Committee resumed consideration of the draft convention. on 
registration (agenda item 3) at its 197th meeting on 2 April 1973. The Chairman 
made an introductory statement summarizing previous consideration of the draft 
convention on registration. 

21. At the 193rd meeting on 27 March 1973 of the Sub-Committee, during ,the 
general exchange of views, the representative of the United States introduced his 
delegation's proposal containing the text of a "Convention on the registration of 
objects launched into outer space" (A/AC .105/C .2/L.85). At the 197th meeting 
of the Sub-Committee on 2 April 1973 the representative of Canada, on behalf of 
the sponsors, introduced the joint proposal by Canada and France for a "Convention 
on the registration of objects launched into outer space" (A/AC.105/C.2/L.86) 
which was based on the text elaborated by the Sub-Committee at its previous 
session, together with certain changes and amendments. 

22. At the request of the Sub-Committee, the Secretariat prepared a comparative 
table of the provisions elaborated by the Sub-Committee at its previous session 
(A/AC.105/101, para. 31), the provisions of the United States proposal 
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.85) and the provisions of the _joint proposal by Canada and France 
(A/AC.105/C.2/L.86). • 

23. During the discussions in Working Group II, which was re-established by the • 
Sub-Committee on 26 March ( see para. 7 above), the following further proposal and 
working papers were submitted which, together with the proposals referred to in 
paragraph 21 above, are reproduced in annex II (A) and (B). 

A proposal by Argentina to add a new ar~icle to the draft convention on 
registration {A/AC·.105/C.2/L.87). 

Two working papers by Argentina: one relating to article VII , paragraph 2 
of the United States proposal (Annex II(B)(l)), and the other relating to 
article IV (Annex II(B)(2)). 

I . .. 
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Three working papers by France: one relating to article II (Annex II(B)(3)),. 
and the other two relating to article V (Annex II(B)(4) and Annex II(B)(5) ~ 
with the latter replacing the former). 

A working paper by Canada relating to an article on "marking" (Annex II(B)( 6)) • 

24. The Working Group following consideration of the proposals as well as working 
and informal papers before it, and after substantial informal consultations, 
particularly among the sponsors of documents A/AC.105/C.2/L.85 and A/AC.105/C.2/L.86, 
approved the texts of a preamble and 10 articles as well as the title of the dra:ft 
convention which are reproduced below. 

DRAFT CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED 
INTO OUTER SPACE 

Draft articles approved by Working Group II 

Preamble 

The States parties to this Convention, 

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in furthering the 
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, 

Recalling that the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of 
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and 
Other Celestial Bodies, affirms that States shall bear international 
responsibility for their national activities in outer space and refers to 
the State on whose registry an object launched into outer space is carried, 

Recalling also that the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the 
Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space 
provides that a launching authority shall, upon request, furnish identifying 
data prior to the return of an object it has launched into outer space 
wh1ch has come into the possession of another State party, 

Recalling further that the Convention on International Liability for 
Damage Caused by Space Objects elaborates international rules and procedures 
concerning the liability of · launching States for damage caused by their 
space objects, 

Taking note of the treaty relating to the moon /and other celestial 
bodies/, concerning an international legal regime for the exploration and 
use of the moon {and other celestial bodies/, 

Desiring, in the light of the Treaty on Principles Governing the 
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the 
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, to make provision for the registration by a 
launching State of space objects launched into outer space, 

I . .. 
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Desiring further to establish, on an obligatory basis, a central register 
of objects launched into outer space to be maintained by the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, 

Desiring also to provide for States parties additional means and 
procedures to assist in the identification of space objects for the purposes 
set out in this Convention, 

Believing that a mandatory system of registering .objects launched into 
outer space would, in particular, assist in their identification and would 
contribute to the application and development of international law governing 
the exploration and use of outer space, 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article I 

For the purpose of this Convention: 

( a) The term 11launching State" means 

(i) A State which launches or procures the launching of a 
space object; 

(ii) A State from whose territory or facility a space object 
is launched . 

. (b) The term "space object" includes component parts of a space object 
as well as its launch vehicle and parts thereof. 

( c) The term "State of registry" means a launching State on whose 
registry a space object is carried in accordance with article II. 

Article II 

1. When a space object is launched into earth orbit or beyond,* the 
launching State shall register the space object by means of an entry in an 
appropriate registry which it shall maintain. Each launching State shall 
inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the establishment of 
such a registry. 

* The expression 11 into earth orbit or beyond" as used in the various 
articles of this draf't convention · reflects the terminology used in General Assembly 
resolution 1721 B (XVII). One delegation, however, was of the view that further 
consideration should be given to the rendering of this expression in all official 
languages. ' 

I . .. 
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2. Where there are two or more launching States in respect of any 
such space object, they shall jointly determine which one of them shall 
register the object in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article, bearin g 
in mind the provisions of article VIII of the Treaty on Principles Governin g 
the Activities of States . in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including 
the Hoon and Other 9elestial Bodies, and without prejudice to appropriate 
agreements concluded or to be concluded between the launchin ~ States on 
jurisdiction and control over the space object and over any personnel thereof. 

3. The contents of and conditions under which each registry is 
maintained shall be determined by the State of registry concerned. 

Article III 

l. Each State of registry shall furnish to the Secretary-General, 
as soon as practicable, the following information concerning each space 
object launched into earth orbit or beyond : 

(a) Name of launching State or States; 

(b) An appropriate international designator or registration number; 

(c) Date and territory or facility of launch; 

(d) Basic orbital parameters O including: 

(i) Nodal period, 

(ii) Inclination 0 

(iii) Apogee, and 

(iv) Perigee; 

(e) General function of the space object. 

2. A State of registry may, from time to time, provide the 
Secretary-General with additional information in relation to a space object 
it has launched into earth orbit or beyond. 

3. Each State of registry shall notify the Secretary-General, to the 
greatest extent feasible and as soon as practicable, of space obje.cts 
concerning which it has previously transmitted information , and which have 
been but no longer are in earth orbit. 

I . .. 
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1. The Secretary-General shall maintain a central register in which 
the information furnished in accordance with article III shall be recorded. 

2. There shall be full and open access to the information in this 
register. 

Article V 

Where the application of the provisions of this Convention has not 
enabled a State party to identify a space object which has caused damage to 
it or to any of its natural or juridical persons, or which may be of a 
hazardous or deleterious nature, other States parties, including in particular 
States possessing space monitoring and tracking facilities, shall respond to 
the greatest extent feasible to a request by that State party, or transmitted 
through the Secretary-General on its behalf, for assistance under equitable 
and reasonable conditions in the identification of the object. A State party 
making such a request shall, to the greatest extent feasible, submit 
information as to the time, nature and circumstances of the events giving 
rise to the request. Arrangements under which such assistance shall be 
rendered shall be the object .of agreement between the parties concerned. 

Article VI 

1. With the exception of articles VII through XI of this Convention, 
references to States shall be deemed to apply to any international 
intergovernmental organization which conducts space activities if the 
organization declares its acceptance of the rights and obligations provided 
for in this Convention and if a majority of the States members of the 
organization are States parties to this Convention . and to the Treaty on 
Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of 
Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies. 

2. States members of any such organization which are States parties 
to this Convention shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the 
organization makes a declaration in accordance with the preceding paragraph. 

Article VII 

1. This Convention shall be open to all States for signature. Any 
State which does not sign this Convention before its entry into force in 
accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may accede to it at any time. 

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. 
Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited 
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with the Governments of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of 
America, which are hereby designated the depositary Governments. 

3. This Convention shall enter into force on the deposit of the fifth 
instrument of ratification. 

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are 
deposited subsequent to the entry into force of this Convention, it shall 
enter into force on the date of the deposit of their instruments of 
ratification or accession. 

5. The depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and 
acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each 
instrument of ratification of and accession to this Convention, the date of 
its entry into force and other notices. 

6~ This Convention shall be registered by the depositary Governments 
pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Article VIII 

Any State party to this Convention may propose amendments to this 
Convention. Amendments shall enter into force for each State party to the 
Convention accepting the amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of 
the States party to the Convention on the date of acceptance by it. 

Article IX 

Any State party to this Convention may give notice of its withdrawal 
from the Convention one year after its entry into force by written notification 
to the depositary Governments. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year 
from· the date of receipt of this notification. • 

Article X 

This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of 
the depositary Governments. Duly certified copies of this Convention shall 

_ be transmitted by the depositary Governm~nts to the Governments of the 
signatory and acceding States. 

In witness whereof the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed this 
Convention. 

Done in , at the cities of ---------- -----,-----------' day of , one thousand nine hundred and seventy---------• this ----

I . .. 
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25. At the 205th meeting of the Sub-Committee, the Chairman of Working Group II 
reported on the work of that Group. In his statement the Chairman drew attention 
to the following matters which the Working Group considered should be reflected in 
the Sub-Committee I s report: 

(a) The Working Group agreed to the following explanation of the term 
"damage": 

11The term I damage I as used in article V of the Draft Convention is used in 
the same sense as in the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of 
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and 
other Celestial Bodies. v. 

(b) The question of the inclusion of a provision requiring States parties to 
notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the presence of personnel 
on board a space object was considered but was not agreed upon. 

(c) Several delegations, believing that marking of space objects was an 
essential element of registration, requested that a specific provision dealing 
with this question be included in the text of the Convention. Other delegations, 
while not attaching the same importance to marking 9 admitted none the less the 
possibility of including a reference to voluntary marking in the text of the 
Convention. Some delegations, considering that marking would not further the 
better implementation of the Convention and was not technically feasible, were of 
the opinion that no reference to marking should . be included in the text of the 
Convention. 

(d) The question of the inclusion of a review clause was discussed. Although 
there was wide support for such a provision, no agreement was reached for its 
inclusion. 

(e) Many delegations expressed support in principle for a proposal making.the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations the sole depositary of the Convention. 
A number of delegations which agreed with the proposal in principle felt, however, 
that the three depositary system previously used in international instruments on 
outer space concluded under the auspices of the United Nations should be retained, 
at least at the present time, in the Convention; others expressed the view that 
this system had its intrinsic merits and should not be changed. 

26. The Sub-Committee took note of the texts set out in paragraph 2~. above, and 
recommended that the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space should make its 
best efforts to complete the draft convention relating to registration at its next 
session in June 1973 in order that the draft convention may be submitted to the 
twenty-eighth session of the General Assembly for adoption. 
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III. OTHER QUESTIOirn 

27. The Sub:..Comrnittee because of lack of time was not able to consider agenda 
items 4, 5 and 6. However, some delegations recorded their views on those 
questions in the general exchange of views. 

-
28. With respect to agenda item 5 (The various implications of space 
communications: report · of the Working Group on Direct Broadcast Satellites) the 
delegation of the USSR submitted a proposal (A/AC.105/C.2/L.89) which is 
reproduced in annex III (A). 

29. With regard to agenda item 6 (Matters relating to the activities carried out 
through remote sensing satellite surveys of earth resources) a proposal entitled 
::Model draft principles governing the use of space technology by States for the 
study of earth resourcesi: was submitted by the USSR (A/AC.105/C.2/L.88). This 
pr:oposal is reproduced in annex III (B). 

30. In this connexion, after a discussion of the question of altering the 
prioritier:;; of items on its agenda, the Sub-Committee was of the view that the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space may itself wish to consider this 
question in light of the discussions in the Legal Sub-Committee and of any 
subsequent developments prior to the meeting of the Cow.mittee in June 1973 and 
in light of developments during the next session of the Committee. 

31. Certain delegations also drew attention to the desirability of early 
•· ratification of the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by 
Space Objects. 

/ 
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Annex I 

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO AGENDA ITEM 2 

(DRAFT TR~ATY RELATING TO THE MOON) 

(A) Text contained in 1972 re_port of the Sub-Committee 
(document A/AC.105/101. paragraph 21) 

The States Parties to this Treaty, 

Pa.o.:e 1 

Noting the achievements 0f States in the exploration and use of the moon 
/ind other celestial bodie~, §:.I 

Recognizing that the moon, as a natural satellite of the earth, has an 
important role to play in the exploration of outer space~ 

Determined to promote on the basis of equality the further development of 
co-operation among States in the exploration and use of the moon /and other 
celestial bodieJ, 

Desiring to prevent the moon {and other celestial bodieJ from becoming an 
area of international conflict, 

Recalling the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in 
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space , including the Moon and Other Celestial 
Bodies, the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and 
the Return of Objects Launched .into Outer Space, and the Convention on 
International Liability for damage caused by space objects, 

Taking into account the need to define and develop the provisions of these 
international instruments in relation to the moon /and other celestial bodieJ 
having regard to further progress in the exploratimJ and use of outer space, 

Have agreed on the following: 

a/ A suggestion was made that, with a view to deleting references to 
"other celestial bodies 11 the treaty might contain a provision along the following 
lines: 

The provisions of this Treaty she.11 apply to celestial bodies in addition 
to the mcon until such time as provision is made by other treaties in 
r 'elation to specific celestial bodies. To the extent that provision is so 
made, this Treaty shall then cease to apply to those bodies. 
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1. /As employed in this Treaty: 

Article I 

(i) The term "celestial body" includes all natural celestial bodies other 
than the earth. 

(ii) The phrase "the Moon and other celestial bodies" includes orbits 
around or other trajectories to or around celestial bodiesJ 

2. This Treaty does not apply to extra-terrestrial materials which reach the 
surface of the earth by natural means. 

Article II 

1. Activities on /in the exploration and use of/ the moon /and in circumlunar 
space/ /and other celestial bodies/ shall be carried out in accordance with 
international law, including the Charter of the United Nations in the interest 
of maintaining international peace and security and promoting international 
'co-operation and understanding. 

2. In accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the threat or use of 
force or any other hostile act or threat of hostile act on the moon /and other 
celestial bodies/ is prohibited. It is likewise prohibited to use the moon 
/or other celestfa.l bodies/ in order to commit any such act or to engage in any 

,-such threat in relation to the earth, /the moon/ or other celestial bodies, 
spacecraft, the personnel of spacecraft or man-made space objects. 

Article III 

1. The moon [and other celestial bodies/ shall be used by all States Parties 
exclusively for peaceful purposes. 

2. States Parties shall not place in orbi:_t around or other trajectory to or 
around the moon /or other celestial bodies/ objects carrying nuclear weapons or 
any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction or place or use such weapons on 
or in the moon /or other celestial bodies/. b/ 

3, The establishment of military bases, installations and fortifications, the 
testing of any type of weapons and the conduct of military manoeuvres on the 
moon /and other celestial bodies/ shall be forbidden. The use of military 
personnel for scientific research or for any other peaceful purposes shall not 

b/ Certain delegations reserved their position on this paragraph. 
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be prohibited. 
explora.t ion and 
prohibited. 

Pa~e 3 

The us e of any equinMent or facility necessary for peaceful 
us ~ of the moon [a..110. other celestial bodie_J shall also not be 

Article IV 

1. The exp1oration and use of the moon /and other celestial bodies/ shall be 
the -i:irovinc~ of all ri1ankind and /the exploitation of their natural iesources/ 
s}nll be carried out for the ben~-fit and in the interests of all countries,
irrespective of their o.e,i::;ree of economic or scientific development. Due regard 
shall be paid to the interests of present and future generations as well as to 
the need to promote higher standaris cf living conditions of economic and social 
:r_:,rogress and development in accordance vith the Charter of the United Nations. ~_/ 

2. States Parties shall be guided by the principle of co-operation and r.iutual 
assistance in all their activities concerninr; the exploration and use of the 
moon ;;nd other celestial bodies/. International co-operation in pursuance of 
this Treaty should be as wide as possible and may take place on a multilateral 
basis, on a bilateral basis, or through international intergovernmental • 
organizations. 

3. States Parties shall inforr:1 t he Secretary-Genercd as well as the nublic and 
international scientif'ic community , to the greatest extent feasible and 
practicable, of their activities concerned with the exploration and use of the 
I;.oon Land other celestial bodies/. They sball in any case give information on 
the time , nurposes, loactions , orbital parameters, duration and results of ea.ch 
;;-ompleted/ mission to the moon ;;nd other celestial bodies/~ in particular on 
the scientific results arisin~,: out of such missions. In case of a mission lasting 
r:::ore than 60 days, informat ion 0~1 conduct of the mission shall be given 
periodically at 30 days 1 intervals. For ~issions lasting more than six months, 
only significant additions to such information need be reported thereafter. 9:_i 

4. If a State Party becomes auare that another State Party plans to operate 
simultaneously in the .same area of or in the same orbit around or trajectory to 
or around the moon or other celestial body, it shall pro!i1ptly inform the other 
State of the tir:.ing of ancl plans for its ovm operations. 

0 The eventual placeI11ent of this paragraph will be decided late!". 

d/ Certain delegations reserved their position with respect to the question 
of advance notification of missions to celestial bodies. 
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Article V 

1. There shall be freedom of scientific investigation on the moon /and other 
celestial bodies/ by all States Parties without discrimination of anv kind, on 
the basis of equality and in accordance with international law. 

2. In carrying out scientific investigations in furtherance of the provisions 
of this Treaty the States Parties shall have the right to collect on and remove 
from the moon /and other celestial bodies/ samples of its /their/ mineral and 
other substances. Such samples shall remain at the disposal of-those States 
Parties which caused them to be collected and may be used by them for scientific 
purposes. States Parties shall have regard to the desirability of making a • 
portion of such samples available to other interested States Parties and the 
international scientific community for -scientific investigation. States Parties 
may in the course of scientific investigations also use mineral and other 

- substances of the moon /and other celestial bodies/ in quantities appropriate 
for the support of their missions. -

3. States Parties agree on the desirability of exchanging_ scientific and other 
personnel on expeditions to or installations on the moon /or other celestial 
bodie~ to the greatest extent feasible and practicable. 

Article VI 

1. In exploring and using the moon {and circumlunar space/ /and other celestial 
bodies/ States Parties shall ' take measures to prevent the disruption of the 
existing balance of /its/ /their/ environment/s/whether by introducing adverse 
changes in such environment/sf /its/ /their/ harmful contamination through the 
introduction of extra-environmental matter-or otherwise. States Parties shall 
also take measures to prevent harmfully affecting the environment of the earth 
through the introduction of extra-terrestrial matter or otherwise. 

2. /States Parties planning missions to the moon /'a°nd other celestial bodies/ 
shall-notify the Secretary-General of measures being adopted to minimize the 
disruption of the existing balance of the environment/sf of /those bodies/. Such 
reports shall include the trajectories to be flown the distance of closest 
approach, and specific measures taken to control micro-organisms on and in the 
spacecraft.J • 

3~ /States Parties shall notify the Secretary-General of plans to place_ 
radio-active material on or in orbit or other trajectory around the moon /or other 
celestial bodies/ and shall give similar notification with regard to the conditions 
and effects of such . placement when it occurs;/ 

4. States Parties shall report to other States Parties and to the Secretary
General concerning areas of the moon Lind other celestial. bodies/ having special 

I . .. 
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scientific interest in order that consideration may be given to their designation 
as international scientific preserves for which special protective arrangements 
are to be agreed, without prejudice to the rights of other States Parties to 
this Treaty. 

Article VII 

1. • States Parties may pursue their activities in the exploration and use of 
the moon /and other celestial bodies/ anywhere on or below its /their/ surface, 
Land in circumlunar spacif, subject-to the other provisions of this Treaty. 

2. For these purposes States Parties may, in particular: 

(a) land their space objects on the moon /and other celestial bodies/, 
and launch them from the moon /such bodie~, Land place them in
circumlunar orbit/; 

(b) place their personnel, space vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations 
and installations anywhere on or below the surface of the moon Land 
other celestial bodies/ Land in circurolunar space/; 

.Personnel, space vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations and installations may 
move or be moved freely over or below the surface of the moon Land other celestial 
bodie_§/ Land in circumlunar space/. 

3. Activities of States Parties in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 2 of this 
article shall not interfere with the activities of other States Parties on the 
moon /and other celestial bodies/. Where such interference may occur, the States 
Parties concerned shall undertake consultations in accordance with article XVI. 

Article VIII 

1. States Parties may establish manned and unmanned stations on the moon /and 
other celestial bodies/. A State Party establishing a station shall use only 
that area which is required for the needs of the station and shall -immediately 
inf~rm the Secretary-General of the location and purposes of that station. 
Subsequently, at annual intervals that State shall likewise inform the Secretary
General whether the station continues in use and whether its. purposes have 
changed. 

2. Stations shall be installed in such a manner that they do not impede the 
free access to all areas of the moon of personnel, vehicles and equipment of 
other States Parties conducting activities on the moon /and other celestial 
bodies/ in accordance with the provisions of this Treaty or of article I of_ the 
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and 
Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and other Celestial Bodies. 

I . .. 
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Article IX 

1. States Parties shall adopt all practicable measures to safei:i;uard the life 
and hea.lth of persons on the moon /and other celestiFtl bodies/. For th:i_s Tiurpose 
they shall rega,rd any :)erson on the rn_oon /or other celest:i_al-bod0

.,-/ as an <,~t::-;n~ut 
uithin the meaning · of the article V of the Treaty on Principles Governi·~,, U:1 ,2 

.Activities of States in the Exploration a,1d Use of Outer SDace , incLldin,q: the 
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies and as par t of the personnel of a S')acecr::i.ft 
witl:in the rr.eaning of the AgreeL1ent on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Retu:cn of 
Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into Out er Space. 

2. States Parties shall offer shelter in their stations. installa tions, vehicles 
and other facilities to persons in distress on the moon /or other celestial 
bodie~/. 

3. States Parties shall inform the Secretary-Ger:eral, as well as the p:.iblic and 
the international scientific community, of any phenomena they di scover in outer 
space, including the moon and 0th.er celestial bodies, which could endane;er human 
life or health, as well as any indication of organic life. 

Article X~ 

1. /The natural resources of the moon L;:-nd other celestial bodies/ shall be 
the comraon heritage of all mankind_:] 

2. - Neither States , international intergovernmental or non-·governmental 
organizations, national organizations having the status of juridica l uersons or 
not, nor natural persons, may claim the surface or subsurface of the moon /or 
other celestial bodies/ as their property. The placemer:t of personnel, s-pace 
vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations and installations on or below the surface 
of the moon /or other celestia l bodies/ including structures connected with its 
/their/ surface or subsurface, shall not create a right of ownership over ,arts 
of the surface or subsurface of the moon /or other celestial bodi esl. •• 

3. [Parts of the surface or subsurface of the moon /or other cele stial bodies/ 
may not be the object of grant, exchange, transfer ~ sale or purchase, lease, hire, 
gift or any other arrangement or transactions with or without compensation bet-;•reen 
States) international intergovernmental and non--governmental organizations or 
national organizations having the status of ,juridical persons or not, or of 
arrangements or transactions between natural personsJ 

·4. [The States Parties to tbis Treaty, bee.ring in mind the need fer economic 
advancement and for the encouragement of investment and efficient development if 

~/ This text may be supplemented later. 

I . .. 
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utilization of the resources of the moon· and other celestial bodies becomes a 
reality, recognize the importance of concluding agreements in this area. To this 
end, the Depositary Governments shall promptly convene a meeting of all States 
Parties ,ritb a view to ner:otiating arrange:::nents for the international sharing 
of the benefits of such utilization •.rhen one third of the Sts.tes Parties inforr.1 
the Depositary Governments that they conside~ that practical utilization of the 
resources of the moon or other celestial bodies is likely to begin within 
two years following or has already bee~un .!] 

Article XI 

L States Parties shall retain jurisdiction and control over their personnel , 
vehicles, equip1'lent, fe.cilities, stations and installations on the moon [and 
other celestial bodies/-. The ownership of space vehicles, equip~ent, facilities, 
stations and installations shall not be affected by their presence on the moon 
[or other celestial bodie~/. !_/ 

2. Vehicles, installations and equipment or their co~ponent parts found in 
:place::i other than their intended location shall be dealt with in accordance w.ith 
article V of the Agreement on Assistance to Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts 
and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space. 

3. In the event of an emergency involvi::ig a threat to human life, States Parties 
rr,ay use the equipment, vehicles, installations, facilities or supplies of other 
States Parties on the moon /or in circuml).mar space/ ;;r other celestial bodies/. 
Prompt notification of such -use shall be made t; the Secretary-General or State 
Party concerned. 

Article XII 

A State Party which learns of the crash landing, forced landing or other 
unintended landing on the moon ;;r other celestial body/ of a snace object, or 
its component parts, that were not le.unched by _it, shall promptly inform the 
launching State Party and the Secretary-General of the United .Nations. 

Article XIII 

1. States Parties to this Treaty shall bear international responsibility for 
national activities on the moon /t-nd other celestial bodies/ whether such 
activities are carried on by governmental agencies or by n;-n-governmental 
entities, and for assuring that national activities are carried out in conformity 

!_/ Certain delegations reserved their positions on the reference to 
property, with regard to facilities, stations and installations. 
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with the provisions set forth in the present Treaty. States Parties shall ensure 
that non~governmental entities under their jurisdiction shall engaGe in activities 
on the moon /and other celestial bodies/ only .under the authority and continuing 
supervision of the appropriate State Party. 

2. /In addition to the provisions of article VII of the Treaty on Principles 
Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, a State Party shall be liable for 
damage resulting from its act or omission or from an act or omission of its 
personnel on the moon to the property or personnel of other States Parties on the 
moon, · unless it is established that the damage occurred through no fault of the 
said State or of its personnel on the moonJ 

Article XIV 

With the exception of Articles XVIII to XXI, references in this Treaty to 
States shall be deemed to apply to any international intergovernmental organization 
which conducts space activities if the organization declares its acceptance of the 
rights and obligations provided for in this Treaty and if a majority of the States 
members of the organization are States Parties to this Treaty and to the Treaty 
on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of 
Outer Space, Including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies. States members of any 
such organization which are States Parties to this Treaty shall take all appropriate 
steps to ensure that the organization makes a declaration in accordance with the 
foregoing~ 

Article XV 

In the event qf any difference arising between States Parties with regard to 
the interpretation /or application/ of the provisions of this Treaty, reference 
shall be made where-appropriate to the provisions of the Treaty on the Principles 
Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 
Including the Moon and other Celestial Bodies, the Agreement on . the Rescue of 
Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts, and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer 
Space, and the Convention on International Liability for Damage caused by Space 
Objects. g/ 

Article XVI 

1. Each State Party may assure itself that the activities of other States Parties 
in the exploration and use of the moon {and other celestial bodies/ are compatible 
with the provisions of this Treaty. To this end, all space vehicles, equipment, 

gj The delegation of Australia reserved its position on this article. 
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facilities, stations and installations on the moon /and other celestial bodies/ 
shall be open to other States Parties. Such States-Parties shall give reasonable 
advance notice of a projected visit, in order that appropriate consultations may 
be held and that maximum precautions may be taken to assure safety and to avoid 
interference with normal operations in the facility to be visited. In pursuance of 
this Article, any State Party may use its own means; or may act with the full or 
partial assistance of any other State Party, or through appropriate international 
procedures within the framework of the United Nations and in accordance with the 
Charter. 

2. A State Party which has reason to believe that another State Party is not 
fulfilling the obligations incumbent upon it pursuant to this Treaty or that -
another State Party is interfering with the rights which the former State has under 
this Treaty may request consultations with that Party. A State Party receiving 
such a request shall enter into such consultations without delay. Any other State _ 
Party which requests to do so shall be entitled to take part in the consultations. 
Each State Party participating in such consultations shall seek a mutually 
acceptable resolution of any controversy and shall bear in mind the rights and 
interests of all States Parties. The Secretary-General shall be informed of the 
results of the consultations and transmit the information received to all States 
Parties concerned. 

3. If the consultations do not lead to a mutually acceptable settlement which 
has due regard for the rights and interests of all the States Parties, the parties 
concerned shall take all measures to settle the dispute by other peaceful means of 
their choice and appropriate to the circumstances and the nature of the dispute. 
If difficulties arise in connexion with the opening of consultations or if 
consultations do not lead to a mutually acceptable settlement, any State Party may 
seek the assistance of the Secretary-General without seeking the consent of any 
other 'state Party concerned, in order to resolve the controversy. A State Party 
which does not maintain diplomatic relations with another State Party concerned 
shall participate in such _consultations, at its choice, either itself or through 
another State Party or the Secretary-Ger.eral, as intermediary. 

Article XVII 

At any time after this Treaty has been in force for five years, at the request, 
of one third of the States Parties to the Treaty and with the concurrence of the 
majority of the States Parties a conference of the States Parties shall be convened 
to review this Treaty. 

Article XVIII 

1. This Treaty shall be open to all States for signature. Any State which does 
not sign this Treaty before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of 
this article may accede to it at any time. 

I . .. 
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2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by si s:natory States. Instruments 
of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Governments 
of ... , which are hereby desir,nated the Depositary Governments. 

3. This Treaty shall enter into force upon the deposit of instru111ent s of 
ratification by five Governments includinv, the Govern~ents desirnated as Deposita ry 
Governments under this Treaty. 

4. For States whose instruments o:f r atification or accession are deriosited. 
subsequent to the entry into force of this Treaty, it shall ent er into f orce on the 
date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or acces s ion. 

5. The De~ositary Governments shall 
States of the date of each signature, 
ratification of and accession to this 
and other notices. 

promptl:,r inform all 
the date of deposit 
Treaty, the date of 

signatory and acceding 
of each instru.ment of 
its entry into force 

6. This Treaty shall be registered by the Depositary Governments pursuant to 
Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Article XIX 

Any State Party to the Treaty may propose amendments to this Treaty. 
Amendments shall enter into force for each State Party to the 'l'reaty G.ccepting the 
amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the Treaty 
and thereafter for each remaining State Party to the Treaty on the date of 
acce,tance by it. 

Article XX 

Any State Party to the Treaty may give notice of its withdrawal from the Treaty 
one year after its entry into force by written notification to the Depositary 
Governments. Such withc.rawal shall take effect one year from the date of receipt 
of this notification. 

Article XXI 

This Treaty, of which the Chinese, English, French , Russian and Spanish texts 
are equally authentic , shall be depcsited in the archives of the Depositar y 
Governments. Duly certified copies of this Treaty shall be transmitted by the 
Depositary Governments to the Governments of the signatory and accedin~ States. 

IN WITNESS "WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed this Treaty. 

DONE in ... , at the cities of ... , the .•. day of ... one thousand nine 
hundred and seventy ..•. 

I ... 
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(1) • Horkin_i;....E:::Eer nubmittcd 'f?Y Bulgeria_ (27 March 1973) 

DP.!S'I' TREATY. RELA.'I'ING 1'0 THE MOOZ, 

?foti~_g_ the e..chieve:.:nents ot Ste.tes in the exploi-a:don end use of the moon o.nd 
other celentia.l bodies,. 

Recog~iz5.ng_ tho.t the moon, as e. · na.tm4 el satellite o f the ea.rth, ln.,£< nn 
important. role to p1e,y in the er.plora.ticn oi: out,er· space~ 

Determ5.ned. t.o promote on t.he basis of equality the fttrth~ir d:~velopment cf 
co-operation rui{oug States in. th') expJ.ore.tion and use of the ;:-com1 e.nrl othe:r' 
celestial bodie5, 

Desirine to pre·.rent. the moor1 E"md other celt~stiuJ. bodi ei.; from becoming an 
area of interne.tiont;,l <!cnflict, 

Reco...µ.in13. tlw 'l'refl.ty _ on P:dnciples Go11ern~n6 the A,;'d.vities o:f St.ates in the .· 
Exploration and Use of Outer Space$ inC-!luding t he Moon 1:1.nd Other Celest.ial Do<lies,. 
the Agreement on the Rescue of Ast.rone.uts, tlH~ Return of' Ast:-ron•F.;1rt;~\ . and the 
Return of Objects L!1unched into Ou.te:r Spa:::e, ux1d the Convent.ion on Intex-nat.i.r..:,na.1 
Liability for Dt.rmage Caused by Space Objects~ 

Te.king into account:, the ueed to defin"'::: t!.nr1 develop the provisions of' ·these 
international instruments in relation to the rnoon nnd other celestiai bodies he.iring 
regard to · further progress in the exploration snd use of outer space, 

Have agreed on the rollowing: 
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Article I 

1. The term "moon" as employed in this treaty shall include orbits and 
other transit trajectories of space objects around the moon. 

2. The provisions of this treaty shall be deemed applicable to the moon 
as well as to any other natural celestial body, except the earth, until the 
entry into force.of a treaty regulating the exploration and use of such celestiai 
bocy whereupon the provisions of this treaty shall cease to be in force with 
regard to this. celestial body. This treaty shall not be applicable to 
extraterrestrial materials which reach the surface of the earth by natural means. 

Article II 

1. Activities on the moon shall be carried out in accordance with 
international law, including the Charter of the United Nations, in the in-:;erest 
of maintaining international peace and security and promoting inten1ational 
co-operation and understanding. 

2. In accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the threat or 
use of force or any other hostile ac.t or threat of hostile act on t~e moon 
is prohibited. It is likewise prohibited to use the moon in or~er to ·coI:l!Ilit 
any such· act or to engage in any such threat in relation to the earth,~~ other 
celestial. bodies, spacecraft, the personnel of spacecraft or man-made s~ace 
objects. 

Article III 

1. The moon shall be used by all States parties exclusively for peace:ful 
purposes. 

2. States parties shall not place in orbit around or other trajectory to 
or around the moon objects carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons 
of mass de~truction or place or use such weapons on or in the moon. • 

,3. The establishment of military bases, installations and fortifications, 
the testing of any type of weapons and the conduct of military manoeuvres on the 
moon sha.11 be forbidden. The use of military personnel ror scientific research 
or for any other peaceful purposes shall not be prohibited. The use of any 
equipment or facility necessary for peaceful exploration and use of the moon 
shall. also not be prohibited. 

Article IV 

1. The exploration and use of the moon sha.11 be the province of all 
mankind and shal.l be carried out for the benefit and in the interests of e.ll . 
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A/AC.105/115 
:F.'nglish 
Annex I 
Page 13 

countries, irrespective of their degree of econc:tnic or scientific de'\·elopment. Due 
regard shall be paid to the interests of present and future generations a::, well ns 
to the need to promote higher standards of living and conditions of economic and 
social progress and development in accordance with the Chart.er of the United Nations. 

2. States parties shall be guided by the principle of co~opera.t.ion s.nd muturu 
assistance in all their activities concerning the · expl<.,ration and us e of the r.:oon. 
IIite111ati6nal co-operation in pursuwice of this treaty should pe t~s 'wide as possible 
and may take place on a rnultila.teraJ. basis, on a. bilntera.1 basis, or through 
1nternational intergovernmental organizations.· , 

. 3. • States parties shall inform the Secretary-General. as well as the public 
and the international scientific community, to t.he greatest extent feesible snd 
practicable, of their ac-tivities concerned-with the exploration .nnd _us e oi .. the moon . 

. Information on the time, purposes, locations, orbital parameters . and duration sha.11 
be given in respect of ea.ch mission to · the moon as soon as l,."IOssible after la1.1nching , 
while information on the results of each mission, including scientific r e.:mJ.t s, 
shall be furnished. upon corcpletion of the mission. In case of a n1ission lasting 
more than 60 days, information on 'conduct of the mission shall be givEm pH·iodico.lly 
at 30 days intervals. For missions ·lasting more than .six t!lonths, only sign1.f:i'.cant 
additions to such information· need be ·reported thereafter. • 

4. If a State party becomes aware that another Stat e party plans to operate 
simultaneously in the same area of or in the se.me • orbit a.round or tra.jectc.,ry to or 
around · the moon or other celestial body, it shall promptly info:t'ID the ether St.ate 
of the timing of and plans for its own operations. 

Article V 

1. There shall be freedom of scientific .investigation on the moon by all 
• States parties without discrimination of any kind, on the bo.sis of· equality ,ind 
in accordance with international law. 

2. In carrying out scientific investigations in furthera:nce of the provis ions 
of this treaty the States parties shall have the right ' to collect on and remove f'rom 
the moon samples of its mineral and other substances. Such samples shall remain 
at the disposal. of those .States parties which caused them to be coJ,.lect ed and v.uy · 
be used by .them .for .scientific purposes . . States pa!'ties shall have regard to the 
desirability of making a portion of such samples available to _other interested 
States parties and the .international scientific connnunity for sci entific 
investig~tion. States parties may in the course 'of scientific ,investigations also 
use mineral and other substances of the moon in quantities ·appropriate for the 

. support of their missions. • 

3. . States parties agree on the desirability of exchanging sc:i.enti:fic and 
other personnel .on expeditions to ·or installat.ions on the moon to the greatest . 
extent feasible and practicable. 

I .. . 
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Article. VI 

1. In exploring and using the moon States parties shall take mea.sures 
to prevent the disruption of the existing balance of its environment whether 
by introducing adverse changes in such emrironment, its harmf'ul contamination 
through the introductio:1 of extra-environmental matter or otheru::se. . States 
parties shall also take measures to prevent harmfully affecting the environment 
of the earth through the introduction of extraterrestrial matter or otherwise. 

2. States parties to this treaty communicating the information on their 
activities related to the exploration and use of the moon in eccordance with 
paragraph 3 of article IV of this treaty shall indicate measures e.dopted by them 
for the purposes of minimizing the disruption of the existing balance of the 
lunar environment. States parties shaJ.l also notify of all placements by them 
of radio-active materials on the moon and of the purposes of such placeme~ts. 

3. If a State party has reasons to believe that any activities or 
experiment planned by it on the moon may cause a substantial disru:;;iti::m of the 
existing balance of the lunar environment, it shall undertake app!'cpr-~ate 
international. consultations before procee.ding with any such actj_vity o-r
experiment. 

4. States parties shall report to other States parties ar..d to the 
SecretarJ-General concerning areas o:f the moon having special scie::itif'~c i11"!;erest 
in order that consideration may be given to their designation as ii1terrl~tional 
scientific preserves :for which special protective arrangements are to be 
a.greed, without prejudice to the rights of other States parties to this treaty. 

Article VII 

1. States parties may pursue their activities in the expJ.oration and use 
of the moon anywhere on or below its sur:face, subject to the other provisions o:f 

- ' this treaty. 

2. Fo.r these purposes States parties may, in particular: 

(a) Land thei:r space objects on the moon, and launch them from the moon; 

(b) Place their personnel, space vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations 
and. installations anywhere on or below the surface of thP. moon;· 

Personnel, space vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations and installations mey 
move or be moved freely over or below the surface o:f the moon. 

3. Activities of States patties in accordance with paragraphs 1 and 2 of 
this article shall not interfere with the activities of other States parties on 
the moon. 'Where such interference may occur, the States parties concerned shall 
undertake consultations in accordance with article XVI. 

I . .. 
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1. States parties may ei'steblish manned and unmanned stations on the moon. 
A St(l.te party establishing a sta·tion shall use only th.at area which is required 
for the needs of the 'station and shell immediately inform the Secretary-General 

·or the location and purposes of that stntion. Su::isequently at annual intervo.ls 
that St~te shall like,:-ise inform the Secretary-GeneraJ. whether the station 

. continues in use and whether its purposes have changed. 

2. Stations shall ·be installed in such a manner· that. they do not impede 
the free access to all areas of the moon of personnel, vehicles o.nd equipment 
of other States parties conducting acti,rities on the moon in accordnnce with 

• the provisions of this treaty or of article I of the Treaty on Principles 
Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration a.rid · Use of Outer Space, 
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies. 

Article IY. 

1. States parties shall adopt all practicable meas.ures to safeguard the 
life and health of persons on the moon. For this purpose they • shall regard any 
person on the moon as an astronaut within the meaning of the artiele V of the 
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of.States in the Exp:i.uraHon and 
Use of Outer Space, including the Moon . a.'ld Other Celestial Bodies, arn:i u.=; part 
of the personnel of a . spacecra:ft within the meaning of the Agreement on the 
Rescue .of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts ·and the Return of Objects • 
Launched into Outer Space. 

2. States parties shall offer~ shelter· in their stations, installations, 
vehicles and other facilities to persons in distress on the moon; • 

• 3. states parties shall inform the Secretary-General, . as well as the public 
and the international scier,tific community, of any phenomena. .i;hey discover in· 
outer space; - including the moon and other celestial bodies, which could endanger_ 
human life or health, as well as any indication of organic lif'e. 

ArticleX 

1. • Neither States, international intergovernmental or non-governmental: 
organizations, natione.1, .organizations having the · status of juridical persons . or 
not, nor natural pe:r;-sons, ma.y claim the surface or subsurface of the moon ·as 
their property. • The placement of personnel, spacli vehicles, ·equipment, facilities, 
stations and installations on or below the surface of the moon including 
structures connected with its surface or subsurface, shall not create a right 
of ownership over parts of the surface or subsurface of the moon. 

I .. . 
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2. Parts of the surface or subsurface of the moon mey not be the object 
of gre.nt, exchange, transfer, sale or purchase, lease, hire, gi:rt or any other 
arrangement or transactions with or without compensation between States, 
intcrnationo.l intergovernmente.l and non-governmental. organizations or national 
orge.nizations ha.ving the status of juridical pers.ons or not, or of arrangements or 
tre.nsactions between natural persons. • 

3. States parties .to this treaty, bearing in mind the need for economic 
adve.ncement and for assuring the orderly and safe development and rational 
management of the natural resources of the moon, when the exploitation of these 
resources becomes a reality, recognize the importance of est~blishing an 
intenrntiona.l regime goveniing such exploitation. In establishing this regime 
due regard shaJ.l be pa.id to the pa.rticipation of all States in sharing the 
benefit,; to be derived from the exploitation of the natural resources of the 
moon, and in particular to . the consideration of the desir~bility of declaring these 
resources common heritage of all mankind. For this purpose the depositary 
Governments shcl.l convene a. conference of all States parties to this treaty on 
the request of one third of such States. 

Article XI 

1. States pari;1es shell retain jurisdiction end control over their 
personnel, vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations and installations or1 the 

·moon ~ The ownership of space vehicles, equipment, facilities, ste.tion:s a."ld 
installations shall not be affected by their presence on the moon. 

2. Vehicles, installations' and equipment or their component parts found 
in places other than their intended location shall be dealt with in accordance 
witb ~rticle V of the Agreement on Assistance to Astronauts, the Return of 
Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space. 

3. In the event of an emergency involving a threat to human life, 
States parties may use the equipment, vehicles, installations, facilities or 
supplies of other States parties on the moon. Prompt notification of such use 
shall be made to the Secretary-General. of the United Nations or the State party 
concerned .. 

Article XII 

A Sts.te • party which learns . of the crash landing, forced landing or other 
unintended. landing on the moon of a space object, or its component parts, that 
vere not launched by it, shall promptly inform the launching State party and 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

/ ... 
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1. States parties to this treaty she.11 bear internatio1l8.l. responsi.b:tlity 
for national activities on the moon whether such actiirities are ca.r.ried on by 
governmental. agencies or by non-governmental .entities, and for assuring that 
national e.ctivities e.re carried out in conformity .with the provisions set fourth 
in the present treaty. States parties shall ensure that non-gove:rnmentsJ, 
entities under their jurisdiction shall engage in activities on the .moon only 
under _the authority and continuing supervision of the appropriate State party. 

2. • A State party shall bear intern.at.ional responsibility for the dame.ge 
caused on the moon due to its fault or the :fault of persons for whom it is 
responsible~ to other State party, ·its natural or juridical p(~rsons. 

Article XIV 

With the exception of articles XVIII to ·xxr, references in· tb'is -t~aty to 
States shell be deemed to apply to any internationeJ. intergoverumental 
organization which conducts space tictivities if the organization c-eclares its 
acceptance of the rights and. obligations provided for in this · t'l·e·a(;y a11d if e, 
majority of the. States members of the organization are States pa::.--ties +c this 
treaty and to the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in 
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,; Including the Moon and Other Celestial 
Bodies. States members of any such organi~ation which are States parties to 
this treaty _shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the organization 
makes a declaration in accordance with the ~oregoing. 

Article Y:il 

In the event of any difference arising between States parties with rege.r6. 
to the interpretation or application of the provisions of this treaty, reference 
shall be m~de )there. appropriate to the provisions of the Treaty on _Princi.ples 
Governing the Activities . of' States in the Exploratio.n and Use of Outer Spaces 
Including the Moon and other Celestial Bodies, the Agreement on the Rescue of 
Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts, and the Return of Objects La:unched into Outer 
Space, and the Convention on Internationai Liability for Damage caused by Space 
Objects. 

Art.icle .XVI 

l. Each State party may assure itself that the activities of other States 
parties in the exploration and use of the moon a.re compatible with the provisions 
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of this treaty. To this endt a.11 space vehicles, equip:'.::cnt, fnciJ.ities, stations 
ano. installations on the moon shall be open to other States po.rties. Such 
States parties she.ll give reasonable ttdvance notice of a projected visit, in 
order tbt1.t appropriate consultations rr.cy be held and that maximum precautions may 

- be te.ken to t..ssure .safety end to a.void interference -with norme.l operations in 
the facility to be visited. In pursuance of this article, any St::i.te party :cis.y 
use its own means, or may act with the full or p?.rtial assistance of any other 
St ate party, or through appropriate international procedures within the framework 
of the Uni.ted Nations end in a.~cordance with the Charter. 

2. A State party which he.s reason to beli<2Ye that nnother Stute pnrty is not 
fulfilli.ng the obligations incmbent upon it pursuant to this treaty or that 
another State party is interfering with the rights which the former State bas 
under this trenty may request consultations with that party. A State, party 
receiving such ~ request shall enter into such consultati,)ns vithout delay. 
Any other State party which reQuests to cio so shall be entitled to tuke part in 
the consultations. Each State party participating in such consulto.tions shall. 
seel~ a. m11tually acceptable resolution of any controver~.;y nnd shall bear t!1 mind 
the rights and interests of all States pa;rties. 'I'he Secrete.ry-Gener ul :,hnll 
be informed of the results of the consultations end t rrmsmit the information 
received to all States parties concen1ed. 

3. If the consultations do not lead to a mutually acceptable settlement which 
has due regard for the rights and interests of all the States parties, the • • 
parties concerned shall take all measures to settle the dispute by othei:-
peacefu1 means of' their choice and appropriate to the circumstances a:,'!.:'. -f>he 
nature of the dispute. If' difficulties arise in conntxion with the opening of 
consultations or ff consultations do not lead to a mutually acceptable 
settlement, any State party may seek the assistance of the SecretarJ-GenereJ. 
of the United Nations without seeking the consent of any other Ste.tes party 
concerned, in ord.er to resolve the controversy. A State party which does not 
maintain diplomatic relations with ,another State party concerned shall participate 
in such consultations, at' its choice, either itself or through another State 
party or the Secretary-General~ as intermediary. 

Article xYlI 

At any -r;i:rue after this . tree.ty has ·been in force for fiv-e yea.rs, at the 
request of one third of the States parties to the treaty and with the concurx-ence 
of the majority of the States parties a conf'erence of the States parties shall 
be convened to review this treaty. 

· Article XVIII 

1. T'nis treaty t\ha.11 be open 'to all States fer signature. Any State which 
does not sign this tree.ty before its entry into f'orce in accordance vi th 
taro.graph 3 of' this e..rticle ma_v accede to it t-t c.ny t: ;.iWi ) . 
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2. This treaty shell be subject to ratification by signatory States. 
Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with 
the Governments of .... , which are hereby designated the depositary Governments. 

3. This treaty shall enter into force upon the deposit of instruments of 
ratification by five Governments including the Governments designated as 
depositary Govcr~ments under this treaty. 

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are 
deposited subseq~ent to the entry into force of this treaty, it shall enter into 
force on the date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or 
accession. 

5. The depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and 
acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each 
instrument of ratification of and accession to this treaty, the date of its 
entry into force and other notices. 

6. • This treaty shall be registered by the depositary Govern:!Ilcn+,s pursuant 
to Article 102 of' the Charter of the United Nations. 

Article XIX 

Any State party to this treaty may propose amendments to t:1e treatJ . . 
Amendments shall enter into force for each State party to the treaty accepting 
the amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the States parties to 
the treaty and thereafter for each remaining State party to the treaty on the 
date of acceptance by it. 

Article XX 

Any State party to the treaty may give notice of its withdrawal from the 
treaty one year af'ter its entry into force by written notification to the 
de·positary Governments. Such withdrawal shall take _effect one yee:r from the 
data of receipt, of this notification. 

Article XXI 

This treaty, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts 
are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the depositary 

I .. . 
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Governments. Duiy certified copies -of this treaty shall be transmitted by the 
depositary GovE:rntnents to the Governments of the signatory and acceding States• 

IN WITNESS vffiEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed this Treaty• 

DONE in ... , at the cities of ... , the ... day of ... one thousand nine 
hundred and seventy- .... 

/ ... 
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All activities on, or below the surface of, the moon and other celestial 
bodies, including their exploration and use, shall be carried out in accordance 
with the provisions of these articles, and international law, including the 
Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration on Principles of 
International Law concernine Friendly Relations ·and Co-operation among 
States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, adopted by the 
General Assembly on 24 October 1970, in the interest of maintaining 
international peace and security and promoting international co-operation 
and mutual understanding. 

(3) India: working paper (27 March 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON 

(A/AC.105/101, paragraph 21) 

Article V 

1. Add the words 11exclusively for peaceful purposes" in paragraph 1 immediately 
after the words "States parties 11 • 

2. Add the following text as paragraph 4 in article V: • 

States parties shall promote international co-operation in scientific 
investigation concerning the moon and other celestial bodies, in particular, 

(a) By participation in international programmes and by encouraging 
co-operation in scientific investigation ~y personnel of different countries; 

(b) By dissemination of the results of research programmes through 
international channels; 

(c) By co-operation in measures to strengthen research capabilities .of 
developing countries, including the participation of their nationals in 
research programmes. 

I . .. . 
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( 4) India: 1-: • wor.:ing paper (27 March 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELATIIJG TO THE MOON 

(A/AC.1O5/1O1. paragraph 21) 

Amend paragraph 3 of article IX as follows: 

1. Between the words 11 shall II and ninform", add the ·word "immediately". 

2. 1 Add the words :'or resources 11 i::im1ediately after the words "organic life". 

(5) India: working paper (27 March 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON 

(A/AC.1O5/1O1~ paragraph 21) 

Replace paragraphs 1 and 4 of article X by the following text and place 
paragraphs 2 and 3 in a new article: 

Article X 

1. The moon and other celestial bodies, their subsoil as well as their 
resources, are the common heritage of mankind. 

2. States parties undertake to establish an international regime for the 
orderly and safe development and rational management of the resources of the moon 
and other celestial bodies and their subsoil, and for expanding opportunities in 
the use thereof, and to ensure the equitable sharing by all States in the benefits 
derived therefrom., taking into particular consideration the interests and needs 
of the developing countries. 

3. Exploitation of the resources of the moon and other celestial bodies 
and their subsoil shall not be done except in accordance with the international 

1 regime to be established. For this purpose, the depositary Governments shall 
convene a conference of all States parties at the request of one third of such 
States. 

* Article X (bis) 

1. The moon and other celestial bodies and their subsoil, as well as their 
resources, are not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by 

* Note: Paragraphs 2 and3 of this new article are based on paragraphs 2 
and 3 of article X as they appear on pages 11 and 12 of Legal Sub-Com,.'llittee's 
report contained in document A/AC.1O5/1O1. 

I . .. 
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means of use or occupation, or by any other means. lJo such appropriation shall 
be recognized as legal. 

2. Neither States, international intergovernmental or non-governmental 
organizations, national organizations having the status of juridical persons or 
not, nor natural persons, shall claim the surface or subsurface of the moon or 
other celestial bodies, or parts thereof, or their resources, as their property 
or appropriate them by any means. The placement of personnel, space vehicles, 
equipment, facilities, stations and installations on or below the surface of the 
moon or other celestial bodies including structures connected with their surface 
or subsurface, shall not create a right of ownership over the surface or subsurface 
of the moon or other celestial bodies or parts thereof. No such claims or 
appropriation or ownership shall be recognized as legal. 

3. The surface or subsurface of the moon or other celestial bodies, or 
parts thereof, shall not be the object of grant, exchange, transfer, sale or 
purchase, lease, hire, gift or any other arrangements or transactions with or 
without compensation between States, international intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations or national organizations having the status of 
juridical persons or not, or of arrangements or transactions between natural 
persons. 

I . .. 
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(6) Iran: workinp; paper (28 March 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON 

(A/AC.105/101. paragraph 21) 

Amendment to the preambular part of the draft 
treaty relating to the moon 

After the second preambular paragraph of the draft treaty. insert the following 
additional paragraph: 

. "Recognizing also that the moon, as a natural satellite of the earth, 
constitutes a common heritage of .mankind." 

(7) Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: 
working paper (28 March 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON 

{A/Ac.io5/101, paragraph 21) 

(Question of the "common heritage of all mankind") 

One of the questions that still remains unresolved in the consideration of 
the draft treaty relating to the moon is the problem of the use of the concept 
of the "common .heritage of all mankind" . 

. We shall try to determine the legal content of that formula. In the legal 
sense we are familiar with such civil law terms as 11 inheritance'1 and "succession". 
We do not use the term "heritage" in civil law. We use this word in the 
philosophical, rather than the legal sense_. -

Nevertheless, what is involved is not so much the terminology as the 
of the problem. Nobody is likely to put forward any telling arguments to 
the extension of the constructions and categories of civil jurisprudence 
space law, which is a part of international public law. • 

essence 
support 
to 

What is "inheritance" in the civil law sense? This concept is inseparably 
bound up with the right of ownership, the possession of a thing and the use of it. 

The recognition of inheritance and ' the right to succession is bound up with 
the concept of property and property rights. Without the concept of property, 
the concept of succession also becomes meaningless. 

I . .. 
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How does international space law resolve the question of property rights? 
The right of ownership over space objects and their parts is recognized 
(article VIII of the Treaty on Outer Space). And this is fully justified, since 
such objects are property belonging to a State or specific persons. That is a 
matter of civil law. International law, in this case, has merely confirmed the 
universal recognition of the corresponding parts of the civil law of States in 
respect of property rights over specific things. 

In the case of celestial bodies, the Treaty on Outer Space has established 
definitely and unequivocally that the moon and other celestial bodies are not 
subject to national appropriation (art. II): they may not become any person's 
thing or any person's property. Developing this generally recognized approach 
logically, the Soviet draft treaty concerning the moon provides that no person 
may claim the surface or subsurface of the moon as their property (article VIII 
of the draft). Consequently, portions of the surface or subsurface of the moon 
cannot be the object of civil law transactions - grant, exchange, transfer, sale 
or purchase, lease, hire and so forth. Nor can they, quite naturally, be the 
object of succession. A thing that belongs to nobody cannot pass into any 
person's possession by succession. 

According to the 1967 Treaty on Outer Space, celestial bodies are the 
province of all mankind. · They are available for the undivided and common use of 
all States on earth, but are not jointly owned by them. This is the essential 
feature of international law. 

Based on these scientific and legal premises, the Soviet delegation would be 
able to consider the question of the use in the draft treaty relating to the 
moon of the concept ·of the "common province of all mankind11 • It would seem that 
by taking this line a satisfactory compromise might also be found on this matter. 

I . .. 
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(8) Argentina: · working paper (30 March 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON 

(A/Ac.105/101 1 paragraph 21) 

Article X 

1. The moon and other celestial bodies and their natural resources shall be 
. the common heritage of all mankind. 

2. All substances originating on the moon or other celestial bodies shall be 
regarded as natural resources. The same character shall attach to any development 
undertaken from or on the moon or other celestial bodies in the communications, 
energy or other analogous fields. • 

3. The utilization and development in situ of the natural resources of the . 
moon and other celestial. bodies, provided that they are undertaken in conformity 
with this Treaty, shall be lawful, on the understanding that their misuse shall be 
avoided and that the recognized rights of other States Parties shall not be 
impaired. · 

Article X (bis} 

1. Neither States, international, intergovernmental or non-governmental 
organizations or .national organizations having the status of juridical persons 
or not, nor natural persons, may claim the surface or subsurface of the moon. or 
other celestial bodies as their property~ The placement of personnel, space 
vehicles, equipment, stations and installations on or below the surface of the 
moon and other celestial bodies, including structures connected with the surface 
or subsurface, shall not create a right of -ownership over part of the surface or 
subsurface of the moon or other celestial bodies. 

/ ... 
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2, Parts of the surface or subsurface of the moon or other celestial 'bodies 
may not be the object of grant, exchange, transfer~ sa.le or purchase, lease, hire; 
gift or any other arrangem6nt or transactions, with or without compensation, 
between States, international, intergovernmental c:,r non-governmental organizations 
or national organizations having the status of juridical persons or not, or of' 
arrangements or transactions betveen natm·a.l pe~sons. 

Article X (ter) 

1. The benefits obtained from the use of t-he natural resources of the moon 
and other celestie.l bod.ies shall be made avo.ili!:..ble to el.l peoples without 
discrimination of any kind. 

2. The States Parties, ta.king account of the ne·ed to promote the attainment 
of higher standards of J.ivi.ng and. ccmdit:i.ons of economic and social progress and 
development, pursue.nt to Article 55, paragrs.ph (ri..) t of the Charter of the United . 
Nations as well as to ensure the order·l:i' develop:a:ent and rational exploitation of 
the natural resou:rces of the moon a.nd other celestial bodies, :recognize the 
importance of establishing a.n internutional regime to regulate such exploitation. 

3. In distributing the benet"its obtained from the e.xploita.tion of the 
ne.tural rescurees of the moon and other celestial bodies, the interests and needs 
of the developing countries shall be taken into account and appropriate internaticna.l 
machinery shall be established for tl: a.t purpose. •ro that end, a conference or· all 
States Parties to this Treaty shall be convened, · upon the request of one third of 
such States. 

Article XI 

1. States Parties shall :retaizl ,jurisd.i.ction and control over their 
personnel~ vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations and installations on the moon 
or other celestial body. The mmership of spr.ice vehicles, equipment~ facili tiea, 
stations • and installations sha.11 not be af·fected by -the fact of' their presence 
on the moon or other celestial body a.nd they shall remain sub,1ec-t to the regime 
applicable before their launching. 

2. '.I1he vehicles, eq_uir;ment , stations, installations and other obj ec:ts 
constructed en the moon or other celestial body shall be _the property of' the 
constructor, even where a substance originating on the moon or other celestial 
body is used. 

,3. Vehicles, equipment,, stations~ installations and other objects or their 
component parts -fou."l.d. in places other than their • int.ended location she.J.l be dealt 
·with in accordance with article V of' the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the 
Return of Astronauts and th~1 Return of Ob,1ects Lfmnched into Outer Space. 

I . .. 
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4. Regardless of the provisions of paragraph 2, in the event of an emergency 
involving a threat 'to human life, States Parties may use the vehicles, equipment, 
stations, installations and other objects of their component parts, or the 
supplies of other States Parties, on the moon or other celestial bodies. 
Notification of such use shall be made without delay to the State Party concerned 
and to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

(9) Argentina: working paper (2 April 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELt.~: ING TO THE MOON 

Amendment to article XVIII, paragraphs 2 and 3 of the 
Bulgarian Working Paper (Annex I(B)(l)) 

11 2. This Treaty shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. 
Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall . be deposited 

•• with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, hereby desi9nated as 
the depositary. 

113. This Treaty shall enter into force upon the deposit of 
instruments of ratification by five Governments." 

(10) Argentina: working paper (3 April 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON 

(A/AC.105/101, paragraph 21) 

Amendment to article VI. paragraph 4, of the proposal 
by Bulgaria (Annex I(B)(l)) 

"4. States Parties shall report to other States Parties and to the 
Secretary-General concerning areas of the moon having special scientific 
interest in order that consideration may be given to their designation 
as international scientific preserves for which special protective 
arrangements are to be agreed, without prejudice to the rights of other 
States Parties to this Treaty. Such special arrangements, in which any 
State may join, shall be agreed upon with the participation of the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space." 
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(11) Argentina: working paper (17 April 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELA'rING TO THE MOON 

(Question of the "common heritage of all mankind") 

The Soviet delegation submitted, on 28 March 1973, a working paper in 
which it tries to determine the legal content of the expression "common heritage 
of all mankind 11

• 

According to that paper, the term "heritage" is not used in civil law in 
the Soviet Union, where it has a philosophical rather than a legal sense. It 
does not appear that this can carry over into international law, where formulae 
and principles of general law are employed in the structure of many of its 
institutions. The word "succession", for instance, has been used in classical 
international law when speaking of succession of States, and it has not lost 
its validity - so much so that it ·is among the topics for priority treatment 
in the International Law Commission. The Spanish term for 11heritage 11 

(
11patrimonio") is also used by modern international law in referring , for 

instance, to the 11patrimonial sea" ("mar patrimonial"). 

The working paper in question states that, without the concept of property, 
the concept of succession also becomes meaningless. It is relevant to point out 
that there are two classes of domain ; one is direct domain, which traditionally 
was known as "eminent domain" or, in short, 01-mership. This type of domain has 
not been recognized as being applicable to the moon in any qf its forms. On the 
other hand, howeYer, we must not forget that there has also .existed since the 
most ancient times - and this has carried over into modern legal systems, 
particularly since the Second World War - a domain known as beneficial ownership 
(dominio util), which comprises enjoyment, receipt of the fruits, profit. There 
undoubtedly exists on the moon beneficial ownership, pertaining to its utilization 
and to the possible exploitation of its natural resources. What is one to call 

I . .. 



A/AC.105/1,15 
English 
Annex I 
Page 30 

this community of ownership, this conjunction of profits, this .joint receipt of 
fruits and products - in a word, this common property of the moon? There is 
no need to create anything new. The idea of heritage - which can even be 
intangible - has existed since olden times, and it resolves the issue without 
any major difficulty. Moreover, international law has always recognized, in 
addition to sovereignty, a right of ownership on the part of States, which is 
no different from the concept of mmership under general law. 

The Soviet working paper states that the concept of inheritance is inseparably 
bound up 'with the right of ownership, the possession of a thing and the use of 
it. This is obvious and is deTionstrated by the fact, among others, that on 
the occasion of its lunar missions the Soviet Union took possession of things 
(rocks and other samples from the moon) and made use of them. Thus, it operated 
within a concept of inheritance. 

As applied to outer space and celestial bodies, the concept is not 
philosophical but legal, because the question hinges not on terminology but on 
the essence of the problem and on _the prevailing rules. Consequently, there 
is little point in making a philosophical or philological analysis of the 
expression Ticommon heritage of all mankind". It is, however, essential to note 
that the substance of the question is normative; it has to do with the norms 
and principles of international law. 

The formulae thus far employed in the international instruments that have 
been elaborated in outer space law reflect the general interests of States, 
which have been increasingly identified as the exploration and use of space 
progresses. 1"7hen the aspirations and needs of the peoples of the world arrive 
at a way of expressing themselves - in other words, when the point is reached 
where it is possible to establish what is desired - the matter enters into the 
legal sphere. ·what is desired necessarily tends to find expression in a principle 
or a norm which, on this issue, is always international. 

The 1967 Space Treaty has resolved part of the question when it lays down 
that outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, is not subject 
to national appropriation (article II), and deviates from the principle which 
international law would have recognized by the fact of conquest or occupe.tion 
if this exception had not been established. This deviation, or the negative 
aspect of the question, only affects States which have the capacity to reach 
outer space and other celestial bodies. The positive aspect, which begins with 
the entr.y into force of the Treaty, covers or binds all States, including those 
affected by the negative aspect. 

But what is the positive aspect of these negations in the 1967 Treaty, which 
are taken to their final consequences in the draft treaty on the moon? 
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For the present, without any claim to exhaust other inl:l.erent points of 
substance, the following may be enunciated: 

A realization on the part of all States and peoples that they are entitled 
to the benefits derived from the principles and norms established for outer space 
and celestial bodies; 

The need to link to the exploration and use of space and celestial bodies 
the exploitation thereof; 

The search for profit, with an attempt to ensure its results; 

Equitable sharing of the profits derived; 

Consideration of the needs and interests of developing countries; 

Supervision of this activity with a view to equitable distribution; 

The institution of an international regime; 

The establishment of appropriate procedures for such a regime. 

The existence of international machinery or an international authority to 
give effect to all the expectations that have been voiced. 

The major merit of replacing the vague expression "province of all mankind 11 

by the more meaningful expression "common heritage of all mankind" is that in 
so doing one has specified the commencement of an action, replacing an abstract 
statement by a means of operating, within a specified legal framework. 

The fact that General Assembly resolution 2749 (XXV) on the sea-bed was 
adopted without any dissenting vote is definite proof of the existence of this 
legal viewpoint common to all States, entirely irrespective of their special 
internal features, their philosophical ideas or their policies. 
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(12) United States of America: working paner (30 March 1s·r3) 

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO TriE MOON 

(A/AC.1O5/1O1, paragraph 21) 

1. The 1 provisions of this Treaty shall apply to the moon, plane➔.,;s, and 
other celestial bodies within the solar system, other than the earth, unless 
expressly stated, as well as to orbits around the r:ioon, planets or such other 
celestial bodies. 

2. This Treaty does not apply to extra-terrestrial materials which reach 
the surface of the earth by natural means. 

3, The term 11other celestial bodies" as employed in this Treaty shall 
apply to all natural celestial bodies of the solar system, other than the earth, 
moon and planets. 

(13) United States of America: working paper (9 April 1973) 

DRAFT TRFATY RELATING ·ro THE MOON 

(A/AC.1O5/1O1, paragraph 21) 

_ References in this Treaty to "other celestial bodies II shall be deemed to 
apply to the planets and other celestial bodies within the solar system, except 
the earth, as well as to orbits and other transit trajectories to or around 
those bodies. The States parties to the Treaty agree that, should it become 
desirable at some later stage to elaborate additional arrangements in regard to 
t .he exploration and use of individual planets or other celestial bodies within 
the solar system, a conference of States parties shall be convened for that 
purpose by the depositary Governments when one third of the States parties so 
request. 
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(14) United states of .Alnerica.: • ·,rorkirtg ·;ea.;eer (17 April 1973) 

.DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON 

The Ur.i ted St?.tcs e.iYa.n~;es the following pro:posnl for the purpose of reaching 
ag:reement on a mutu82.l:r acc ;::.•:ptab1e fo::·:uuia.t:i.on cf article X, concerning the 
natural resources cf the moon a!1d oth~r celestial bodies. 

Artie.le X 

111. The mo".">n ar..d other ce2.estia.l bodies are not subject to ne.tione.l 
appropriation by r-.ny cJ.aim of_ sovere;gnty, . by means of use or occupation, or 
by any other means. 

"2. Nei th.er the surface nor the subsurface of the moon or o'cher 
celestial bodies) nor any area thereof or z:.atural resources in place, shall 
become the property of any State, international intergovernmental or 
non-goverr..mental. organi~a.tion > national organize.ti on or no:i-governmental 
entity or of a.11y rrntural person. l'he placement of perso;.1nel., space vehicles, 
equipment, facilities, stations an~ installations on or below the st:Tface 
of the moon or other celestial boo.ies , including structures conhected with 
their surface or substu:face, shall not create a right of · ownership over the 
surface or the suosurfo.ee of the moon or other celestial bcdies O!' any areas 
thereof. 'l'he ·foregoing provisions are without prejudice to the international 
regime referred to in paragraph 4 of this article, a.swell as to exploitation 
of the r1atura.l resources cf the moon or other celestial bodies pending the 
establishment of such a rGgiree~ 

"3. States Parties have a.n equal right to the exploration and use of 
the moon and other celestial bodies without discrirdnation of any kind 1..u1der 
the conditions stip•.1le.-ted in this treaty. 
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"4. States Pr.~_··t::.0·: ,_,_,·_;d -~:!'.'ta1cC' t~> es~;i:?.blisb a!l int c rn2.~;~_c-ni1.. r~g.i!:1.e 
g':>vernin.g .,~.lie ex:)l.o·_~_.,.;;::·.:.5..-):·1 uf t.J1e nc.t.,.,_:::· ,~.: re~··; nu:rc'=s c:i· 1~ -t f;~e reoc!l -9...~icl otl1e:!" 
""~'"" t• 1 ,. __ ,..,c➔·• ~ ,. .;,..,~~, • .-•.·r~ -;· o~--,....---,,._," •. , .-·., .• .. ,,.. 7'J-•" :"• o.·'1"' "" "' -.••1 -- '"' " l"'l 1 c·• :,oitation \ .. t:.L ..... s · 1a.J.. u-~ .,.,.i.., ::- .. J , . '- ....... - ..... ~ . ..... ..L · ts ..:..c._,_ .1:-1 .J..J.;_ ..... .L •- .. t ... ..... .. - .1.. .1 ... . ...,.. •. • • ....... _ ... , \,_ '" .L"' L. l ... ~ - - l..·---1 -

l,!:;CO:rl~S f ·eu~:.1jJ..f! .. 

t: 5. T'ne i.r.a.ir. P'-~~J';SAn c : .. the inte rno:d .on:tl. r egir:c' to b ~' e~~te.olis'hed 
Sf!.all be to ensur2 t:i~ crcl.F.•;:-ly nnd. so.fe cleYelo;,r:i,3-:-1t end 1·at.i.1.)~:9.l !!l'lnngemc:it 
o/ ·::.he ne.tt~:,:e.l re;10,1.rce::.; of' the rr-.::ioc1 :1n d -:-,the~ -:.:ci~s t i.?i.:~ '!Jorl..:.es, to exp,:.1.:1d 

o:p:9ortu.nit:i.0:::: i :1 th::.' use tl·1ereof 2.ad. to detcr::linc nn. ec1l,::_ to.bl-:: sllnrini_; by all 
Sta.te u Pa:::·;.~>,;s in t::e 'cenefi ts de;:-i-:-ed thcre:'ror:i, tak:7 ns i~;to con',:ide:cc.tion, 
in ·pe.:::···ci (;ul&:r, the int 21·ests a:-.a. neec.s of' the develop::. :le countri i:'s. 

"6. A confcrenc~ o:' alJ. Sta.tes Pf.,rti ~s i:o:v:.11 be _ concrencd by the 
C.e11osit!-l.1-y governmeat::; at ·Gh(: req_,lest of oP..e third of !:mch Stc.:~e3 in o:-d.er t0 
im11le::n.ent tl1e p?ovisi-:ms o'!: pa.:-t:-.:3rD.:r,,:1 ~ c,r t.hi2 art:;_c1e on the be.sis 01 .. the 
principle that the natuz-~l res,_mrces 0f the m:Jcr:. a:.: d. oth(-~r celestial bodies 
a:::-e the co'll!llon heritage o.f rle!Jki.nd., d:ue ::·ega::d being re.id '~o the provisior.3 
oi' a::.-ticle V of this treaty. 

"7. All o.e:i;~_Yit:.E:s with resp{;c·::. to the natural re,Jourc~s of the moon or 
other c2J.2stfa.l bodie:i ---s!'lall be carried ~u.t in a rre.1mer competible with the 
purp·?ses o:{ th~ int(0 :·na~~icns.l r,;g ~~ae to 'be-! .."!8te.'])l::sl:ed ci..3 npecii':i.ed in 
p2.::·agraph 5 of this a:-·:.; :l.c~_e. 11 

In addition~ the U~·d ted S-L1:t.ca 1-rou.ld. e.c.-:: er,t the 1,T,)pos aJ. to s.dd 2.n o'bligetion 
·to fur:2i;;;h information n::,-i:. on:.:? on sc:i.entii'ic resi.:;lts of missions but also on 
natural resources fou.nd 0::1 the m::-on :)T o-Che:r e2:L,,3t;iu. bodies , As revi.sed 
accordingly, article IV, i:·a:t·!:lg.r·2.;:,~1 3 of t 11c d.1~~f -~ tresty ,rould :;.~~cac1: 

"3. States Pn.:i:tien si'.u::..l: info~·m th~ Sec:':'.'etar,;,r-Gene:t·el ns well a,., the 
public and the internati<."ln~..l sciel1t:U'ic COi!..,'i'1t;ni~:-:/, to the gr1:ca~est extent 
feasible a..---id practics.ble, of their activities ,~onr::erne(l .rit!1 ~he exploration 
and use of the m.c,on e.nd ot'be:::- cele~1tial 1)oJ.ies. They shall in nn:r case give 
information on the time, pu:rposes , locr.:;cic-ns , o~tbi tal pc,ra.n•2ter3 , du:cation 
ru1d results of each mission to tbe moon e.na. other celestial bocl.ies, and in 
particular inform3.tion regarding se:ientif:i~ results nnd nc.tural resource0 
ari~1ing out o f such missions. In case of a reiss:i.on lasting more than 60 day-d, 
inforrr.ation on ct?nc.luct of the mission she.11 be given periodically at 3O-dc..y 
intervals. For missions la.sting mm.·e than six r.1onths ~ only s-if,!1ificant 
additions to such i:::i:fo:::-rrw:cion need be repo:::-ted the:rea.fter. "-~ 

* The qw::-stion of advance notifice.tion of missions is reserved. 
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(15) United Kingdom: proposed article I (30 March 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON 

(A/AC.105/101, paragraph 21) 

1. The term 11moon" as employed in this Treaty shall include orbits and 
other transit trajectories of space objects around the moon. 

2. References in this Treaty to the moon shall be deemed to apply also 
to the planets and other celestial bodies within the solar system, except the 
earth, as well as to orbits and other transit trajectories of space objects 
around such planets and other celestial bodies. The States Parties recognize, 
however, that it may become desirable at some later stage to elaborate separate 
arrangements in regard to the exploration and use of individual planets or other 
celestial bodies within the solar systems and agree that a conference of States 
Parties to this Treaty for the purpose of elaborating such arrangements shall be 
convened by the depositary Governments when one third of States Parties so 
request. 

3. This Treaty shall not be applicable to extra-terrestrial materials 
which reach the surface of the earth by natural means. 

(16) Italy: working paper (3 April 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON 

(A/AC.105/101, paragraph 21) 

Article X 

1. The moon is not subject to national appropriation by claims of 
sovereignty, by means of use or occup~tion, or by any other means. 

2. Neither the surface or subsurface of the moon, nor, subject to the 
provisions of article V, paragraph 2, their parts and natural resources shall 
become the property of any State, international intergovernmental or 
non-governmental organization, national organization or agency or non-governmental 
entity, or of any natural person. The placement of personnel, space vehicles, 
equipment, facilities , stations and installations on or below the surface of the 
moon, including structures connected with its surface or subsurface, shall not 
create a right of ownership over parts of the surface or subsurface of the moon. 

The foregoing provisions are without prejudice to the international regime 
referred to in paragraph 4 of this article. 
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3. All States have an equal right to the exploration and use of the moon 
without discrimination of any kind, under the conditions stipulated in this Treaty. 

4. States parties to this Treaty undertake to establish an international 
regime governing the exploitation of the natural resources of the moon, when 
such exploitation will become technically feasible. 

The main purposes of the international regime to be established shall be 
to ensure the orderly and safe development and rational management of the natural 
resources of the moon, to expand opportunities in the use thereof and to determine 
an equitable sharing by all States in the benefits derived therefrom, taking 
into consideration, in particular, the interests and needs of the developing 
countries. 

5. A conference of all States parties to this Treaty shall be convened 
by the depositary Governments at the request of one third of such States, in 
order to implement the provision of paragraph 4 of .this article, on the basfs 
of the principle that the natural resources of the moon are the common heritage 
of mankind. 

(17) Sweden: working paner (18 April 1973) 

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON 

Proposed amendment to article X 

· Adda final paragraph to article X as proposed by Italy (Annex I(B)(16)) 
with the following wording: 

"No activities shall be · carried out on the Moon with respect to its 
natural resources which may be incompatible with the purposes of the 
international regime to be established, as specified in paragraph 5 of 
this . article." 
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(c) Text relating to Article X worked out originally in 
• informal consultations 

DRAFT TREATY RELATING TO THE MOON 

Text originally worked out in informal consultations 
and considered by Workin..,~ ._Group I 

Article X 

1. The moon is not subject to national appropriation by any claim of 
sovereignty, by means of use or occupation, or by any other means. 

2. Neither the surface nor the subsurface of the moon, nor, subject to the 
provisions of article V, paragraph 2, their parts and natural resources shall 
bec·ome the property of any State, international intergovernmental or 
non-governmental organization 5 national organization or non-governmental entity, or 
of any natural person. The placement of personnel, space vehicles, equipment, 
facilities, stations and installations on or below the surface of the moon, 
including structures connected with its surface or subsurface, shall not create 
a right of ownership over the surface or subsurface of the moon or any areas thereof. 

The foregoing provisions are without prejudice to the international regime 
referred to in paragraph 4 of this article. 

3. States Parties have an equal right to the exploration and use of the moon 
including the exploitation of its natural resources without discrimination of any 
kind, under the conditions stipulated in this Treaty. 

4. States Parties undertake to establish an international regime governing 
the exploitation of the natural resources of the moon, when such exploitation 
becomes feasible. 

5. The main purposes of the international regime to be established shall be 
to ensure the orderly and safe development and rational management of the natural 
resources of the moon, to expand opportunities in the use thereof and to determine 
an equitable sharing by all States in the benefits derived therefrom, taking tnto 
consideration, in particular, the interests and needs of the developing countries. 

6. A conference of all States Parties shall be convened by the depositary 
Governments at the request of one third of such States, in order to implement the 
provision of paragraph 4 of this ar:ticle, on the basis of the principle that the 
natural resources of the moon are the common heritage of mankind. 

7. No activities shall be ·carried out on the moon with :r.-egard to its 
natural resources which may be incompatible with the purposes of the international 
regime to be established as specified in paragraph 5 of this article. 
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DOCUMENTS RELATING TO AGENDA. ITEM 3 ( DRAFT CONVENTION 
ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO SPACE FOR 

THE EXPLORATICN OR USE OF OUTER SPACE) 

(A) Proposals 

(1) United States of America: proposal 

(A/AC.105/C. 2/L.85, 19 March 1973) 

Convention on the Registration of Ob,1 ects Launched into Outer Space 

The States Parties to this Convention, 

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in furthering the exploration 
and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, , 

Recalling that the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in 
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial 
Bodies, affirms that States shall bear international responsibility for their 
activities in outer space and refers to the registration of objects launched into 
outer space, 

Recalling also that the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of 
Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space provides that a 
launching authority shall, upon request, furnish identifying data prior to the 
return of an object it has launched into outer space which has come into the 
possession of another State Party, 

Recalling further that the Convention on International Liability for Damage 
Caused by Space Objects elaborates international rules and procedures concerning 
the liability of launching States for damage caused by space objects, 

Seeking in particular to promote the objectives of the Convention on 
International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, 

Desiring to provide for States Parties means and procedures to assist in the 
identification of the launching State of a space object which has caused damage, 

Believing that a mandatory international system of registration of objects 
launched into outer space could contribute to the identification of the launching 
State of a space object which has cause~ damage, 
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Intending to strengthen the present registry system maintained by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations in conformance with General Assembly 
resolution 1721 B (XVI) and thereby to ensure the ~aintenance of a comprehensive 
inventory of objects launched into outer space, 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article I 

For the purposes of this Convention, 

(a) The term "space object" includes component parts of a space object as 
well as its launch vehicle and parts thereof. 

(b) The term "launching State" means 

(i) A State ~hich launches or procures the launching of a space object; 

(ii) A State from whose territory or facility a space object is launched. 

Article II 

1. Each launching State shall maintain either individually or jointly with 
other launching States an eppropriate regist er of spac e ob jects which it has 
l e.unche d i nt o ear t h orbit or ·b eycmd . E;:,,ch such spa,~e obj e-::t s"h R-11 b 0 so r er-:istered 

_only once . Each launchine; St ate shall i~forn the Secretary-General of the 
establishment or termination of all such registers. 

2. Each launching State shall inform the Secretary-General in accordance 
with article IV of each space object which it has launched into earth orbit or 
beyond. In the event of joint launches, the launching States participating may 
designate from among themselves one or more States which shall notify the 
Secretary-General on their behalf. Notification of joint launches shall include 
the names of all participating launching States. 

Article III 

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall maintain a central 
register in which the information furnished in accordance with article IV shall 
be recorded. 

2. There shall be free and unlimited access to the information in the 
central register. 
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1. Each launching State shall furnish to the Secretary-General the 
following information concerning each space object it has launched into earth 
orbit or beyond as soon as practicable after launch: 

(a) Name of launching State or States; 

(o) International designator, which shall consist of 

(i) The year of launch, followed by a dash, 

(ii) A two-letter launching -State designator assigned by the Secretary
General, followed bv a dash, and 

(iii) An appropriate sequential number; 

(c) Conventional designation of the main launching vehicle; 

(d) Date, time and place of launch; 

(e) Basic orbital parameters, including 

(i) Nodal period, 

(ii) Inclination, 

(iii) Apogee, and 

(iv) Perigee; 

(f) General function of the space object, indicated by letter reference to 
the following categories: 

(i) A - Development of space flight techniques and technology 

(ii) B - Space research and exploration 

(iii) C - Practical applications of space based on technology . 
(iv) D - Non-functional objects; 

(g) Such other information as the launching State may wish to submit from 
time to time. 

2. Each launching State shall notify the Secretary-General as soon as 
practicable of space objects which it has launched which are no longer in orbit. 
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Article V 

States Parties to this Convention, including in particular States possessing 
· space monitoring and tracking facilities, shall respond to the greatest extent 
feasible to requests by any other State Party to this Convention or to the 
Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, or 
by the Secretary-General on their behalf, for assistance in addition to the 
information supplied pursuant to article IV in the identification of a particular 
space object which has caused damage for the purpose of facilitating the settlement 
cf claims for such damage. State Parties making such requests shall, to the extent 
practicable, submit information as to the time, nature and circumstances of the 
events giving rise to the damage. 

Article VI 

1. With the exception of articles VII through X of this Convention, 
references to States shall be deemed to apply to any international intereovernmental 
organization which conducts space activities if. the organization declares its 
acceptance of the rights and obligations provided for in this Convention and if a 
majority of the States members of the organization are States Parties to this 
Convention and to the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States 
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial 
Bodies~ 

2. States members of any ~such organization which are States Parties to 
this Convention shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the organization 
makes a declaration in accordance with the preceding paragraph. 

Article VII 

1. This Convention shall be open to all States for signature. Any State 
which does not sign this Convention before its entry into force in accordance 
with para~raph 3 of this article may accede to it at any time. 

' 2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. 
Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with 

, which are hereby designated the ----------------------Depositary Governments. 

3. This Convention shall enter into force on thP deposit of the fifth 
instrument of ratification. 

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited 
subsequent to the entry into force of this Convention, it shall enter into force 
on the date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession. 
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5, The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and 
acceding States of the date of. each signature, the date of deposit of each 
instrument of ratification of and accession to this Convention, the date of its 
entry into force ,and other notices. 

6. This Convention shall be registered by the Depositary Governments 
pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Article VIII 

Any State Party to this Convention may propose amendments to this Convention. 
Amendments shall enter into force for each State Party to the Convention accepting 
the amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the 
Convention and thereafter for each remaining State Party to the Convention on the 
date of acceptance by it. •• 

Article IX 

Any State Party to this Convention may give notice of its withdrawal from the 
Convention one year after its entry into force by written notification to the 
Depositary Governments. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year from the date 
of receipt of this notification. 

Article. X 

This Convention, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish 
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the Depositary 
Governments. Duly certified copies of this Convention shall be transmitted by the 
Depositary Governments to the Governments of the signatory and acceding States. 

In witness whereof the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed this 
Convention. 

Done in . at the cities of , ------------ -----------------this ___ day of , one thousand nine hundred and seventy-_· __ . 
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(2) Cri.nada. Pnd France: proposal fore. convention on registration 
of objects launched into outer space ~/----

(A IAC H ' 'j 'c 0 iL 86 ?7 '11r h 107" ) , • --U/ • r._,. • 2 ·- J. c.!.TC... . , ;.. 

The States Parties to this Convention, 

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in furthering the exploration 
and use of outer space for peaceful purnoses, 

Recalling that the Treaty on Principles Governin~ the A~tivitics of States 
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial 
Bodies, a£firms that States shall bear international responsibility for their 
Lnat~onalf activities in outer space and refers to states of registry for objects 
launched into outer space, 

Recalling also tha.t the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of 
Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space provides for a 
launching authority to furnish identifying data upon rec'.J.uest prior to the return 
of a Sface object or its component parts, 

Recalling .further that, the Convention on International Liability for Damage 
caused by Space Objects elaborates international rules and procedures concerning 
the liability of launching States for damage caused by space objects, 

LConsidering the advantages, at the international level, of establishing a 
formal link between a space object and a launching State through mandatory 
registration by States of all space objects, and of making provision for the 
marking of space object.§./, 

/Believing that an adequate mandatory system of registering space objects 
would contribute significantly to their identification and would facilitate the 
application of international law to outer space activitie~/, 

a/ Underlining is used to show changes made in the text prepared by 
the working group at the Legal Sub-Committee's eleventh session. 
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/Believing that, although the public registry system maintained by the 
Secre~ary-General of the United Nations pursuant to General Assembly resolution 
1721 B (XVI) has been a positive first step, a new and more comprehensive sy$tem 
is requirei/, 

Have aereed on the following: 

Article I 

For the purpose of this Convention: 

(a) The term "launching State" means: 

(i) A State which launches or _procures the launching of a space object; 

(ii) A State from whose territory or facility a space object is launched: 

(b) The term "State of registry" means a launching State on whose rep;ister 
a space object is carried and in the case of a joint register means all 
the States which maintain that re~ister. 

L(c) The term "space object 11 includes component parts of a space object as 
well as its launch vehicle and parts thereof:_] 

Article II 

1. Each space object shall be registered by the launchin~ State or States 
by means of an entry in an appropriate register maintained either indiv.idually 
or jointly by them. Each space object shall be so registered only once. Such 
State or States shall inform the Secretary-General of the establishment or 
termination of all such registers. 

2. ' Where, in respect of any launch,; there is more than one State of regi.stry, 
the States of registry in question shall, for purposes of articles y_ and VII -
of the present Convention, designate- the State or States among them which shall 
act as the State or States of registry with respect to each space object 
launched. 

Article III 

1. States of registry shall, either individually, or where a joint register 
is maintained, jointly, determine the rules applicable to registration. 

2. The entry in the register concerning each object shall include a 
registration number and such · other information as may be. relevant. LThe 
registration number qhall be composed of: 

I . .. 
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(a) The letter C, followed by a dash; 

(b) The radio call sie;nal series assigned to the State of rep:istry by 
international telecommunication refulations. This mark shall be 
followed by a dash: 

(c) The registration mark, consistinf, of Roman capital letters, Arabic 
nlll!lerals or a combination of such letters and numerals. 

3. States of registry shall retain jurisdiction and control over such 
objects, and over any personnel thereof, while in outer space or on a 
celestial bodyJ • 

Article IV 

/The State of re gistry shall mark. internally or externally and in the 
most appropriate and feasible way, any space object capable of wi thstan.9_ing 
re-entry with the registration nUTiber provided. for in article III. Such 
marking .shall be done in accordance ·with the latest scientific anQ 
technolop.;ical capabilities in this field in the country of reo.:istrv J 

Article V 

1. The State of registry shall furnish the Secretary-General with the 
following information, as soon as possible, concerninrr each registered space 
object: 

(a) Launching State (including all States referred to in article I (a)); 

{(b) . The registration number ; 

(c) The day. date and site of launch; 

(d) Conventional designation of the ma.in launchin,:r vehicle: 

(e) General function; 

(f) General physical characteristics ; 

(g) Description, including any identifiable features, of components 
likely to withstand re-entry ; 

(h) Trajectory characteristics, comprising transit and orbit parameters, 
including nodal period, inclination, apogee and perigee; 

(i) Expected decay or re-entry date, re-entry trajectory and landing or 
impact area, and 

/ ... 
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Such other information as the State of ref-istry considers helpful 
in identifying the space object_: _ _7 

2. After the initial information has been provided, the State of registry 
shall, to the greatest extent feasible and practicable, provide the Secretary
General with /-;uch/ data on sie;nificant changes in the information furnished 
in accordanc~-with the preceding ::_-:,arag:::-aph L;_s will ass5.st in identifying the 
space objec~_/. 

Article VI 

1. The Secretary-General shall maintain a central register in which the 
information furnished {in accordance with articles V and VII/ . shall be 
recorded. 

2. States Parties shall have full access to the information in the central 
register. 

Article VII 

1. Additional relevant information shall be communicated, upon request and 
to the extent practicable ~ by the State of registry to any other State Party 
or to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Such a request.may be made 
by a State Party directly to a State of registry or by the Secretary-General 
on its behalf {whenever the State Party has reason to believe that this 
information is necessary to identify a space object or its parts for purposes 
of exercising a right or discharging an obligation under Conventions in force 
to which -both the State of registry· and the requesting State are Parties/. 

2. In addition, /in the case where the conditions for a request under 
the preceding paragraph exist but where the identification of a space object 
has not otherwise been possible,/ the State Party concerned may request the . 
assi.stance of States Parties with space monitoring and tracking capacities and 
facilities. The latter, in the spirit of promoting international co-operation 
in respect of the exploration and use of outer space, will do their utmost to 
respond favourably to such a request. 

Article VIII (former Article V) 

States Parties agree to consult from time to time, particularly through 
the United Nations and its competent or~ans, in order to determine, in the light 
of scientific and technical advances, improved methods of giving effect to this 
Convention. 

I . .. 
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Article IX 

1. In this Convention, with the exception of articles ___ to __ _ 
references to States shall be deemed to ap~ly to any international 
intergovernme9tal organization which conducts space activities, if the 
orgaqization declares its acceptance of the ri~hts and obligations provided 
for in this Convention and if a majority of the States members of the 
organization are States Parties to this Convention and to the Treaty on 
Principles Governinp; the Activities of States in the Exploration ancl. Use of 
Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celesti~l Bodies. 

2. States members of a~y such organization which are States Parties to this 
Convention shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the organization 
makes a declaration in accordance with the preceding paragraph. 

(3) Argentina: pr~osal 

(A/AC.1O5/C.2/L.87, 11 April 1973) 

DRAFT CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF OBJF.CTS 
LAUNCHED INTC' OUTER SPACE 

New article 

1. The provisions of this Convention shall not affect other international 
agreements in force in so far as relations between the States Parties to such 
agreements are concerned. 

2. Nothing in this Convention shall prevent States from concluding 
international agreements reaffirming, supplementing or extending its 
provisions. 
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Amendment to article VII, para. 2, of the proposal by the 
United States of America (A/AC.105/C.2/L.85) 

: 12. This Convention shall be subject to r~tification by signatory 
States. Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be 
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, hereby 
designated as the depositary. 11 

(2) Argentina: working paper (11 April 1973) 

DRAFT CONVENTIOIT ON :REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE 

Article IV 

1. The Secretary-General shall register the information furnished in 
accordance with article III. 

2. Access to the information recorded by the Secretary-Genreal shall be full 
and open to all States , whether or not Parties to this Convention. 

(3.) France: working pauer (9 April 1973) 

DRAFT CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS 
LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE 

Article II 

2. Where there are -cwo or more Launching States in respect of any space 
object launched into earth orbit or beyond, they shall designate one of them as 
the State on whose registry the space object shall be carried. 

·3. However, the Launching States may agree that each State shall carry the 
snace object on its registry. Each State shall indicate in its registry the 
n~rts of the space object which belong to it. The same space object or certain 
parts thereof may be carried on several registries where they belong jointly to 
several Launching States. 

I ... 
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4. The contents of and conditions under which each rer,istry is maintained 
shall be determined by the State or States concerned. 

5. The State on whose rer,istry the object is carried shall retain 
jurisdict:!'_on and control over the space object ancl. over any personnel thereof, 
uhile in outer space or on a celestial body. 

However, where there are several States on whose rec:istries the object is 
carried, they may arree that each State shall retain jurisdiction and control over 
the personnel of its nationality, as well as over the part of the space object 
which belonc;s to it. 

(4) France: working paper (9 April 1973) 

DRJ\.FT COI'1VENTIOl\T ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS 
LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE 

Article V 

l. States Po..rties to this Convention shall make every effort to respond to 
requests by any other State Party to this Convention, or by the Secretary-General 
on their behalf, for assistance in addition to the information supplied pursuant 
to article IV in the identification of a particular space object which has caused 
damage for the purpose of facilitatinG the settlement of claims for such damage. 
States Parties making such re~uests shall, to the extent practicable, submit 
information as to the time , nature and circumstances of the events rr,ivinr, rise , to 
the dan1age. 

2. Where the requests for assistance mentioned in the precedinG 1Jara13raph 
fail to lead to the identification of the space object which has caused the damage, 
the requesting State may request the States Parties, including in :particular 
States possessinr space monitorin~ and trackinf, facilities, to provide it with 
assistance in the identification of the space object, under equitable and 
reasonable conditions. 

(5) France: workin r: paper (12 April 1973) 

DRAFT CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS 
LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE 

Article V 

Where the application of the provisions of this Convention has not enabled a 
State Party to identify a space object vbich has caused {danagif in its territory, 
States Parties to this Convention, including in particular States possessing space 
monitoring and trackinc; facilities, • shall respond to the greatest extent feasible 
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to requests b;? any other State Party to this Convention, or transmitted throuGh the 
Secretary-General on their behalf, for assistance under equitable and reasonable 
conditions in the identification of the object for the purpose of facilitatinr; 
the settlement of claims for sue½ damages. States Parties making such requests 
shall, to the extent practicable, submit information as to the time, nature and 
ci:rcumstances of the events giving rise to the damage. Arrangements under which 
such assistance sh~ll be rendered shall be the object of agreement between the 
parties concerned. 

( 6 ) Canada: working paper (18 April 1973) 

DRAFT CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS 
LAUNCHED INTO OUTER SPACE 

Draft article on rrmarking 1
; 

The State of Rer;istry shall mark, in the most appropriate and feasible way, 
each space object it launches into earth orbit or beyond with the international 
designator or registration number. 

I . .. 
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(A) l'.r.op_QS.aL..r..e.lat.ing._t~Lag..eruiu..-Lt.em.--5.j_The_various J.Inlll.ications 
of space canmunicc..tions: Renart of_ the Working Groun on 

Direct Broadcas_~ Satellites) 

Unir.,n of So_viet Socialj.st Republics: proposal 

(A/Ac.105Jc.?)L. 89, ___ 19 April 1973) 

CONVENTIO~ ON PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE USE BY STATES CF ARTIFICIAL EARTH 
SATELLITES FCR DIRECT TELEVISION BROADCASTING 

The States Parties to this Convention, 

Inspired by the prospects for direct television broadcasting by means of 
artificial earth satellites for the purposes of strengthening peace, friendship, 
co-operation and mutual understanding among peoples and in the interests of the 
further social and cultural progress of mankind, 

Convinced that the use of direct television broadcasting by means of 
artificial earth satellites requires broad international co-operation on the basis 
of special legal principles -governing that activity., 

Recognizing that such co-operation must be for the benefit of all States and 
free from discrimination of any kind, 

Considering that the transmission by a given State to other States of 
television programmes using artificial earth- satellites may give rise to political, 
legal, social and other problems of an international character, 

Mindful of the fact that the misuse of such a mass information medium as 
direct ·television broadcasting by means of artificial earth satellites could be 
detrimental to the legitimate interests of States, 

Desiring to contribute to the prevention of friction and conflict between 
States as a result of direct television broadcasting by means of artificial earth 
satellites, 

Recognizing the applicability to the activities of States in the field of 
direct television broadcastin~ by means of artificial earth satellites of the 
generally recognized principles and norms of international law, including the 
United Nations Charter .and t he Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of 
States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, includihg the Moon and Other 
Celestial Bodies, of 27 January 1967, 

Considering that the use by States of artificial earth satellites for the 
purpose of direct television broadcasting must be governed by international law. 

Have agreed on the following: 

Article I 

1. All States shall have an equal right to carry out direct television 
broadcasting by means of artificial earth satellites. Such broadcasting shall be 
carried out exclusively in the interests of peac~, progress, the development of 
mutual understanding and _the strengthening of friendly relations between all 
States and peoples. 

I . .. 
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2. All States shall have an equal right to enjoy the benefits arising !~rom 
direct television broadcasting by means of artificial earth satellites, without 
discrimination of any kind. 

Article II 

States Parties to this Convention agree to base thems elves in their television 
broadcasting activity using artificial earth satellites on the r; enerally recoe;nized 
principles of international law, including the United Nations Charter and the 
Treaty on Principles Governin3 the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use 
of Outer Space, including the 1·1oon and Other Celestial Bodies, of 27 January 1967. 

Article III 

States Parties to this Convention shall carry out direct television 
broadcastin3 by means of artificial earth satellites for the purposes of enhancing 
the educational level of the population, developing culture and expanding 
international exchanges in the fields of science, culture and sport. The 
transmission of advertising and other commercial material may be carried out only on 
the basis of specific agreements s pecially concluded between the States concerned. 

Article IV 

States Parties to this Convention undertake to exclude from television 
programmes transmitted by means of artificial earth satellites any material 
publicizing ideas of war, militarism, nazism, national and racial hatred and enmity 
between peoples, as well as material which is immoral or instigating in nature or is 
otherwise aimed at interferinr, in the domestic affairs or foreign policy of other 
States. 

Article V 

States Parties to this Convention may carry out direct television broadcasting 
by means of artificial earth sat ellites to forei gn States only with the express 
consent of the latter. 

Article VI 

1. Transmission of television programmes by means of artificial earth 
satellites to foreign States without the express consent of the latter.shall be 
regarded as illegal and as incurring the international liability of States . 

. 2. Transmissions made in violation of artivle IV of this Convention shall 
also be regarded as ille5al and as incurring the international li ability of States. 
In particular, the following types of broadcast shall be reEarded as illegal and 
as incurring the international liability of States: 

I . .. 
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(a) Broadcasts detrimental to the maintenance of international peace and 
security; 

(b) Broadcasts re1)resentiw.: interference in intra-State conflicts of any kind; 

(c) Broadcasts i11volvint an encroachment on fundamental human rights, on the 
dignity an<l worth of the irn;,1z:n person ancl on fundcli.1ental freedoms for all with out 
distinction as to :race, sex, lau::;uage or reli;;ion ; 

(d) Broadcasts prop~v:.an1.hz ing violence, horrors, pornography and the use of 
narcotics, 

(e) Broadcn.sts underrc.inin13 the foundations of the local civilization, culture, 
way of life, traditions or lan!'.;uage ; 

( f) Broadcasts wi1ich misinform the public on these or other matters. 

Article VII 

States Parties to this Convention shall bear international responsibility for 
all national activities connected with the use of artificial earth satellites for . 
the pur::;ioses of direct televisi on broadcasting, irrespective of whether such . 
broadcastinc is carried out by ,:;overnmental a~encies or by non-6overnmental 
ort:anizations and juridical persons and of whether it .is carried out by States acting 
independently or through international organ izations. 'l'elevision broadcasting 
with artificial earti1 satell'i tes to forei gn States may be carri ed out only by 
oro;anizations i:1l1ich are under the control of the Governnents of the States concerned. 

Article VIII 

1. If any State Party to this Convention has reason to believe that activities 
connected with direct television broadcasting planned by that State will cause 
potentially harmful interference to other States or will lead to unintentional 
radiation of their territory, it shall hold appropriate consultations before 
undertakin6 such _activities. 

2. If any State Party to this Convention has reason to believe that as a 
result of an agreement on direct television broadcasting reached behreen other States, 
there will be unintentional radiation of its territory, it may request that 
appropriate consultations be held. 

Article IX 

1. Any State Party to this Convention may employ the means at its disposal to · 
counteract ille~al television broadcasting of wl1ich it is the object, not only in 
its own territory but also in outer space . and other areas beyond the . limits of . the 
nat.ional jurisdiction of any State. 

I . .. 
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2. States Parties to tnis Conven-tion a~rec to r_j i ve every assistance in 
stoppin[', illegal television broaucasti11c: . 

1\rticl~ X 

1. States Parties to this Convention 3hall co-operate on a bilateral and 
multilateral basis in matters relating to the establis)ment of technical standards 
for · direct television broadcast in,;; "!Jy 1;ieaas of artificial earth satellites and,. in 
particular, in matters connected with t :1e assie;ru:ient of fre ciucncies for direct • 
broadcastinc and 1-1i th the placing in geostationary orbit of artificial satellites 
for direct television broadcastinG, with due regard to the pertinent 
rec01ill!\e11dat_ions and r esolutions of t l1c International Telecommunication Union . 

2. ffnen makin::; direct television broadco.sts by ;·'.1cans of art ificial earth 
sat ellites, States Parties to this Convention si.mll ta!~e all necessary measures in 
order to prevent interference ;,i'ith sea and air traffic . 

.!\rticle XI 

States Parties to · this Convention shall co-operate with each other on a 
bilateral and .multilateral basis in matters connected wit1:1 protection of copyrie;ht 
in television broadcasts by means of artificial earth satellites. The precise 
conditions for such co-operation snall be established in appropriate agreements 
between the interested States Parties to this C0i1vention. 

In . such co--o~eration they shall c;ive special consideration to the interests of 
those clevelopine; countries which have expressed. an interest in the use of direct 
television broadcastins for the purpos e of acceleratin~ their national development. 

Article XII 

States Parties undertake not to include in international agreements which they 
conclude in connexion with bilateral or multilateral co-operation in the field of 
direct television broadcastinG; by means of artificial earth satellites provisions 
which conflict with their obligations under this Convention. 

Article XIII 

In order to promote international co-operation in r espect of direct television 
broadcasting by means of artificial earth satellites, States Parties to this 
Convention agree to inform tne Secretary--General of the United Nations and UNESCO 
to the greatest extent possible of the nature of television prograulIIl.es transmitted 
by them or by their organizations for forei gn States . 

I . .. 
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States Parties to this Convention shall endeavour to ensure that the 
international orc;anizations in whic~1 they ·participate and w0ose activities are 
relevant to direct television broadcasting by means of artificial earth satellites 
carry on their activities in accordance with the purposes and principles of this 
Convention. 

Article XV 

1. This Convention shall be open to all States for signature. Any State 
,rnich does not si£rn this Convention before its entry into force in accordance with 
paragraph 3 of this article may accede to it at any time. 

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. 
Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with 
the Governments of .......... , which are hereby designated the Depositary 
Governments. 

3. This Convention shall enter into force upon the deposit of instruments of 
ratification by five Governments including the Governments designated as Depositary 
Governments under the Convention. 

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited 
subsequent to the entry into force of this Convention, it shall enter into force on 
the date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession. 

5. The Deposit a ry Governments shall promptly inform all_signatory and 
acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each 
instrument of ratification of and accession to this Convention, the date of its 
entry into force and other notices. 

6. This Convention shall be registered by the Depositary Governments 
pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Article XVI 

Any State Party to the Convention may propose amendments to this Convention. 
Amendments shall enter into force for each State Party to the Convention accepting 
the amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the 
Convention and thereafter for each remainin~ State Party to the Convention on the 
date of acceptance by it. 

Article XVII 

Any State Party to the Convention may give notice of its withdrawal from the 
Convention one year after its entry into force by written notification to the 
Depositary Governments. Such withdrawal shall take·effect one year from the date 
of receipt of this notification. 
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This Convention, of whic ;:1 the Russian, rnglish, French, Spanish and Chinese 
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the Depositary 
Governments. Duly certified copies of this Convention shall be trnnsmitted by 
the Depositary Govern!"!'lents to tl1e Governments of the si p;natory and accedinc; States. 

I 
I • .. • 
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(B) Proposal relatinr: to ar;enda item 6 (Natters relatinr; to the 
·activitie~-- carried out through remote sensinr; satellite 

surveys of earth resources) 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: proposal 

(A/AC.105/C.2/L.88. 18 April 1973) 

MODEL DRAFT PRINCIPLES GOVF'RNIHG THF. USE OF·SPACE TECHNOLOGY . 
BY STATES FOfl THE STUDY OF EARTH RESOURCES 

l. Activities connected with the study of the natural resources of the earth 
riy means of space technolor,y shall be conducted in accordance with the principles of 
international law, includinr the United Nations Charter, and in the interests of 
peace and prop:ress fc.,r all peoples. 

2. States which make use of space technology for the purpose of studyin[ 
earth resources undertake to respect the sovereignty of other States and, in 
particular, their inalienable rirht to dispose of their natural resources and of 
inforr,ation concernino: those resources. 

3. International co-operation in the use of space technology to study the 
natural resources of the earth must contribute to the independent economic 
development of all States and be undertaken on the basis of respect by States for 
each other's interests. 

4. I\ State which makes use of space technology for the purpose of studying 
the natural resources of the earth and which, in the course of such activities, , 
obtains information concernin~ the natural resources of another State shall be 
required to transmit such information to the latter State on mutually acceptable 
t~rms. 

5. A State vhich obtains information concerning the natural resources of 
another State through the use of space technolor:y shu.11 not be entitled to make it 
oublic or transmit it to third States or international organizations without the · 
clearly expressed consent of the State to which the natural resources belonr;, nor 
sh3ll it be entitled to use the information in any other manner to the detrimen~ of 
the latter State. 

I . .. 
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(c) Proposal relating to paragraph 5 of the report 

USSR: Add to para~ranh 5 of the draft report '(19 April 1973) 

He remarked that there was a par~llel development in the work of the Leral 
_Sub-Committee on outer space and the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed 
and the Ocean Floor beyond t~e Limits of National Jurisdiction in that the legal 
principles governine; outer spa_ce activities and those governinr: activities in the 
area of the sea-bed and the ocean floor appeared to be very similar. In the 
course of the general exchan~e of views some delegations shared this view while 
other delegations stronr;ly disagreed with this approach. 

/ 




