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Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe

The General Assembly,

Recalling the framework for cooperation and coordination between the United
Nations and the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe,1 signed on 26 May
1993, as well as its resolutions on cooperation between the two organizations,

Recalling also the declaration at the 1992 Helsinki Summit by the heads of State
or Government of the participating States of the Conference on Security and Cooperation
in Europe of their understanding that the Conference is a regional arrangement in the
sense of Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United Nations and as such provides an
important link between European and global security,2

Acknowledging the increasing contribution of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe to the establishment and maintenance of international peace and
security in its region through activities in early warning and preventive diplomacy,
including through the activities of the High Commissioner on National Minorities, crisis
management and post-conflict rehabilitation, as well as arms control and disarmament,
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Recalling the special ties between the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe and the Mediterranean Partners for Cooperation, as well as between that
Organization and the Asian Partners for Cooperation, Japan and the Republic of Korea,
which have been further enhanced this year,

Underlining the continued importance of enhanced cooperation and coordination
between the United Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe,

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General;3

2. Notes with appreciation the further improvement of cooperation and
coordination between the United Nations and its agencies and the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe, including at the level of activities in the field;

3. Welcomes, in this context, the participation of the Secretary-General and high-
level United Nations representatives in the meetings of the Permanent Council of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the participation of the
Secretary-General in the Summit of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe in Istanbul in November 1999;

4. Encourages further efforts by the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe to foster security and stability in its region through early warning, conflict
prevention, crisis management and post-conflict rehabilitation, as well as through the
continued promotion of democracy, the rule of law, human rights and fundamental
freedoms;

5. Welcomes the adoption at the Istanbul Summit of a Charter for European
Security, which reaffirms the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe as
a primary organization for the peaceful settlement of disputes within its region and as
a key instrument for early warning, conflict prevention, crisis management and post-
conflict rehabilitation, which is aimed at strengthening security and stability in the region
and improving the operational capabilities of that Organization, inter alia, by enhancing
the capability to deploy civilian expertise rapidly through the Rapid Expert Assistance
Teams Programme and which includes the establishment of a Platform for Cooperative
Security as a basis for flexible and mutually supporting cooperation between organizations
concerned with the promotion of comprehensive security within the region, whose
members adhere to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the principles
and commitments of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe as set out
in the Platform;

6. Welcomes also the increasingly close cooperation between the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights;

7. Welcomes further, the participation of the Secretary-General’s Special
Representative for Children and Armed Conflict in the Review Conference of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe held at Istanbul in November 1999,
and notes with appreciation the commitment of that Organization, as stated in the
Declaration adopted by the Heads of State or Government at the Summit in Istanbul, to
promote children’s rights and interests, especially in conflict and post-conflict situations;

8. Acknowledges the work carried out by the Kosovo Verification Mission, prior
to its withdrawal on 20 March 1999, in verifying the implementation of Security Council
resolution 1199 (1998) of 23 September 1998, in accordance with Council resolution 1203
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(1998) of 24 October 1998, and the contribution of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe to the implementation of Security Council resolution 1160 (1998)
of 31 March 1998, including the contribution of the Chairman-in-Office of that
Organization to the reports of the Secretary-General prepared pursuant to that resolution;

9. Commends the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe for its
assistance to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in handling the great
influx of refugees from Kosovo, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, to Albania and the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in March-June 1999;

10. Expresses its appreciation of the contribution by the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe to the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in
Kosovo in implementing Security Council resolution 1244 (1999) of 10 June 1999,
including the establishment pursuant to that resolution of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe Mission in Kosovo as an essential part of the broader United
Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo, responsible for institution-building,
including the training of a new Kosovo police service, the training of judicial personnel
and the training of civil administrators, the development of free media, democratization
and governance, the organization and supervision of elections and the monitoring,
protection and promotion of human rights, in cooperation with, inter alia, the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and stresses the commitment of the United
Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe to the full
implementation of resolution 1244 (1999);

11. Welcomes the readiness of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe to continue to fulfil the role assigned to it in the General Framework Agreement
for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina,4 in cooperation with the United Nations, in
particular in the fields of human rights and judicial and police reform;

12. Fully supports the continued provision by the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe of advice and assistance within its field of experience to Albania
in its continuing process of social, political and economic transition, including by
furnishing the overall framework for the Group of Friends of Albania, which brings
together countries and international institutions that actively wish to support Albania in
its development efforts, and by co-chairing the Group together with the European Union
at the international level;

13. Commends the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe for
providing its assistance and expertise to Croatia in the field of human rights and the rights
of persons belonging to national minorities, its role in Croatia in monitoring the
implementation of commitments on the return of refugees and displaced persons, its
monitoring of democratic institutions and means of promoting reconciliation and the rule
of law, and its continued provision of civilian police monitors in the Danubian region
of Croatia;

14. Welcomes the decision of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe to take under its auspices the Stability Pact for South-Eastern Europe, launched
at the initiative of the European Union, adopted by the Cologne Ministerial Conference
in June 1999 and endorsed by the Sarajevo Summit in July 1999, and to develop a regional
strategy to support its aims;

15. Notes the principles of the Helsinki Final Act;
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16. Applauds the intensified dialogue between the President of Armenia and the
President of Azerbaijan, whose regular contacts have created opportunities to dynamize
the process of finding a lasting and comprehensive solution to the Nagorny-Karabakh
conflict, firmly supports this dialogue and encourages its continuation, with the hope of
resuming negotiations within the Minsk Group of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, and furthermore welcomes the fact that the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe and its Minsk Group, which remains the most
appropriate forum for finding a solution, stand ready to further advance the peace process
and its future implementation, including by providing all necessary assistance to the
parties;

17. Encourages further close cooperation between the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe and the United Nations in the peace process in Tskhinvali
region/South Ossetia and Abkhazia, Georgia, including through the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General in Georgia and the United Nations Human Rights
Office in Sukhumi, and fully supports that Organization in its efforts aimed at the
implementation of practical measures agreed at the Istanbul Summit and the decisions
of the Oslo Ministerial;

18. Fully supports the efforts of the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe aimed at achieving a settlement of the problems in the Transdniestran region
of the Republic of Moldova, welcomes the commitment of that Organization to facilitate
the implementation of the relevant decisions of the Budapest and Lisbon Summits, the
Oslo Ministerial and the Istanbul Summit, and notes in this regard the commitment by
the Russian Federation, undertaken at the Istanbul Summit, to complete within a specific
timetable the withdrawal of the Russian forces from the territory of the Republic of
Moldova;

19. Welcomes the increased presence of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe in Central Asia and the readiness of that Organization to
contribute, inter alia, together with the United Nations, to strengthening cooperation in
the region, as well as the commitment of that Organization to promote democratic
institutions and assist the Central Asian countries in addressing economic and
environmental problems;

20. Requests the Secretary-General to continue exploring with the Chairman-in-
Office and the Secretary-General of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe the possibilities of further enhancing cooperation, information exchange and
coordination between the United Nations and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe;

21. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fifth session the item
entitled “Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe”, and requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General
Assembly at its fifty-fifth session a report on cooperation between the United Nations and
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe in implementation of the present
resolution.


