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  Non-Recyclable Plastic Waste as a Fuel Source 

Due to her high population, soon to be the highest in the world, India is facing a Plastic 

Pollution menace on a scale that few other countries are facing. Akshar Foundation has been 

working to address this problem, by converting schools into centers for collection of plastic 

waste. We recycle the plastic in our model school, to make new products, and typically used 

the non-recyclable plastic to create Eco-bricks for construction, a form of plastic 

sequestration to keep plastic out of waterways. But soon, we will commence using non-

recyclable for a purpose that may be discouraged by some environmentalists: using plastic 

waste as a fuel source. 

According to the Center for Global Development, “Developed countries are responsible for 

79% of historical carbon emissions” (1). As such, though we believe in the urgency of global 

warming, we also believe it is unjust for developed countries to place an undue burden on 

developing countries to reduce emissions, which may delay the increase in energy production 

needed for the countries to develop. The Right to Development must not be infringed. 

Despite the inequality, India is still carrying more than her fair share of the burden for 

decarbonization. According to the International Energy Agency, “[India] has overachieved 

its commitment made at COP 21- Paris Summit by already meeting 40% of its power capacity 

from non-fossil fuels- almost nine years ahead of its commitment and the share of solar and 

wind in India’s energy mix have grown phenomenally.” (2) 

Using excess non-recyclable waste as a fuel source addresses two problems at once: 

incineration of mountains of plastic waste, as well as providing an energy source to help meet 

the demands of a developing nation, which would otherwise be filled by coal or natural gas 

anyway. To start, we will use non-recyclable plastic waste in cement factories, as a fuel 

source for kilns. The process allows for high temperature incineration of plastic, “Due to high 

temperature in Cement kiln, different types of wastes can be effectively disposed without 

harmful emissions.” (3) Although CO2 is still emitted, other harmful toxins are neutralized 

by the high temperature. 

We urge the Human Rights Council and other UN bodies, as well as environmental activists, 

to push for this model, a financially sustainable model to address the plastic menace. By 

viewing plastic as a fuel, we can prevent it from being dumped into the environment, and use 

it instead to help fuel development, leading to construction of more resilient cement houses 

for the emerging middle class. Without this development, citizens of developing nations will 

be more exposed to the ravages of climate change, caused mostly by the wealthiest people in 

the world. Furthermore, countries with wealthier citizens, with less poverty, and better 

education, can start to focus more on the work of environmental remediation. 

    

 

1. https://www.cgdev.org/media/who-caused-climate-change-historically 

2. https://www.iea.org/commentaries/india-s-clean-energy-transition-is-rapidly-underway-benefiting-

the-entire-world 

3. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2214785319313914 
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