
  

 * No summary record was prepared for the rest of the meeting. 

 

This record is subject to correction. Corrections should be set forth in a memorandum and also 

incorporated in a copy of the record. They should be sent within one week of the date of the present 

record to the Documents Management Section (DMS-DCM@un.org). 

Any corrected records of the public meetings of the Committee at this session will be reissued for 

technical reasons after the end of the session. 

 

GE.24-04084  (E)    070324    080324 

Human Rights Committee 
140th session 

Summary record (partial)* of the 4076th meeting 

Held at the Palais Wilson, Geneva, on Monday, 4 March 2024, at 10 a.m.  

Chair: Ms. Abdo Rocholl 

Contents 

Opening of the session 

Adoption of the agenda  

Organizational and other matters, including the adoption of the report of the Working Group 

on Individual Communications 

  

 United Nations CCPR/C/SR.4076 

 

International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights 
Distr.: General 

8 March 2024 

 

Original: English 



CCPR/C/SR.4076 

2 GE.24-04084 

The meeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m.  

  Opening of the session  

  Opening statement by the representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

1. Ms. Wan-Hea Lee (Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights (OHCHR)) said that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the human rights 

treaties could provide a road map in particularly difficult and tumultuous times such as those 

currently being experienced around the world. Several members of the Committee had 

attended a high-level event held in December 2023 to commemorate the seventy-fifth 

anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, at which the enthusiastic 

participation of young people had been encouraging. A large number of pledges on human 

rights had been made at the event, including by the seven States parties under review at the 

Committee’s 140th session. South Sudan had acceded to the Covenant in February 2024, 

becoming the first new State party to the Covenant in six years.  

2. At an informal briefing on the treaty body strengthening process convened by the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in November 2023, States had 

expressed broad support for a predictable calendar of State party reviews, the harmonization 

of working methods and the increased use of digital tools. Discussions held by the Chairs of 

the treaty bodies in December 2023 and OHCHR outreach to civil society had set the stage 

for action on those proposals in 2024. Budgetary constraints and the ongoing liquidity crisis 

would have an adverse impact on the treaty body system and could give rise to a further 

increase in the treaty bodies’ backlog. The High Commissioner had stressed to States that 

OHCHR had reached a point where it would have to align its deliverables with existing 

capacity. Efforts would be made to mobilize support from States parties for the treaty body 

strengthening process. The decisions taken by States in 2024, in particular on the issues 

requiring additional financial and human resources, would determine the future of the treaty 

body system. That process would culminate in the biannual resolution on the human rights 

treaty body system that would be adopted by the General Assembly in December and that, it 

was hoped, would call for the allocation of a robust budget for the system.  

3. As of 22 January 2024, the United Nations Office at Geneva had ceased servicing 

hybrid or virtual meetings, as the business continuity plan put in place in response to the 

coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic was no longer in effect. There was an exception 

for mandated hybrid meetings such as the official dialogues between treaty bodies and State 

party delegations, but no other treaty body meeting would continue to be serviced in hybrid 

mode. The discontinuance of hybrid meetings would disrupt the work of the Committee and 

was deeply regrettable. It was hoped that hybrid meetings with all partners would be 

reintroduced in the future.  

4. The Chair said that the Committee would discuss the issues raised by Ms. Wan-Hea 

Lee and would then make a public statement.  

  Adoption of the agenda (CCPR/C/140/1) 

5. The agenda and the programme of work were adopted. 

  Organizational and other matters, including the adoption of the report of the 

Working Group on Individual Communications  

6. The Chair said that Mr. Ahmadov had resigned from the Committee following his 

appointment as Minister of Justice in his home country of Azerbaijan. The Committee would 

therefore elect a new rapporteur to serve for the remainder of his term, in accordance with 

the Committee’s rules of procedure.  

The discussion covered in the summary record ended at 10.20 a.m.  

http://undocs.org/en/CCPR/C/140/1

