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  Integration of a Gender Perspective: Compulsory Teaching 
of Subjects related to Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identity in Primary Schools 

  Introduction 

The parental right to influence or control their children’s instruction is guaranteed by all 

major human rights instruments that address education. This guarantee reflects the essential 

role that parental involvement in education plays in the development and formation of 

children, in the thriving of their community and their state, and in the parents’ self-

fulfillment. Interpreting the Parental Right – i.e., the nature of the obligations it confers on 

the state, as well as in relation to the right of the child to receive an education – is therefore, 

understandably, a matter of vigorous disputes given the acute ideological disagreement over 

the best educational means, conditions, and ends. Today, the strongest backing for defining 

the Parental Right as requiring the state to provide their children the education of their choice 

arises for parents belonging to protected minority groups, especially so to indigenous peoples. 

Furthermore, the scope of Parental Rights always allows parents to have partial control over 

the fundamental values taught to their children. 

The Substantive Parental Right extends to public, private, and home education, and 

authorizes parents to ensure that the basic values constituting their child’s education accord 

with their convictions – is being interpreted increasingly broadly as relevant to practically all 

aspects of education that conflict with deeply held parental beliefs. It applies not only to 

matters of religion or morals but also to linguistic preferences; it concerns contents that have 

only incidental disagreement with the parental views; and includes not only the contents and 

methods of education but also the school organization. 

In Some countries, relationship education has been compulsory for all primary-age pupils 

since September 2020. In addition, relationships and sex education (RSE) is compulsory for 

all secondary-age pupils. There are wide ranges of objections to the introduction of these 

subjects, or some of the expected content set out in the statutory guidance for the subjects, 

and have been campaigning nationally against the subjects and organizing locally to 

encourage parents to influence their schools’ teaching. The majority of the objections relate 

to the teaching of LGBT content, particularly in primary schools. In some cases, this has 

shone a spotlight on teaching schools that already deliver on LGBT, usually as part of a 

program about equality. This has been seen most starkly in the protests at 2 schools in 

Birmingham in the first half of 2019. 

Over 600 Muslim students have been withdrawn from school by their parents in Birmingham 

because of a class on sexual orientation. Schools will be required to consult parents on their 

relationships education policy and Government thinks it is right that parents can share their 

views and schools should reflect on them[1]. 

In another case recently a viral video showed in the city of Bremerhaven in northern 

Germany, police and child protection agency officers entering a house, and forcefully taking 

a little boy from his family, while the frightened child was crying for help and trying to resist 

the officers; why the family was teaching the child that "transgender and "homosexuals" are 

unacceptable in the religion of Islam[2]. Promoting the compulsory education of 

homosexuality is considered a violation of the right to education of Muslim students. 

Promoting the compulsory education of homosexuality is considered a violation of the right 

to education of Muslim students, which is emphasized in international documents. 

  Conclusion 

International Consultative Conference on School Education concerning Freedom of Religion 

and Belief, Tolerance, and Non-discrimination:  
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We recommend that the States: 

• Carry out necessary analysis and reform to ensure that legislation and public policy comply 

with human rights standards, including the principle of non-discrimination against Muslim 

students; 

• Ensure that any law or public policy is passed with the right to respect religion and 

conscience; 

• Encourage political actors, opinion leaders, and other public personalities to take a firm 

public stand against anti-Muslim racism, speaking out against its various manifestations, 

including all its contemporary forms, and making clear that anti-Muslim racism will never 

be tolerated; 

• Should not ignore the rights of freedom of religion or belief for Muslims under the pretext 

of supporting LGBT; 

• Take measures, including of a legislative nature if necessary, to combat discrimination 

against Muslims in access to education; 

• Preventing the training of LGBT children in primary schools. 

    

 

[1] https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/managing-issues-with-lgbt-teaching-advice-for-

local-authorities/primary-school-disruption-over-lgbt-teachingrelationships-education 

[2] https://tribune.com.pk/story/2414484/german-police-forcefully-removed-muslim-boy-from-his-

family 
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